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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BENTZ).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 7, 2023.

I hereby appoint the Honorable CLIFF
BENTZ to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2023, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

———

RECOGNIZING THE STRASBURG
HIGH SCHOOL WOMEN’S TRACK
AND FIELD TEAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CLINE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, in keeping
with my office policy of giving a floor
speech for every State high school
champion in the Sixth District of Vir-
ginia, I rise to congratulate the Stras-
burg High School women’s track and
field team for winning the Class 2 State
championship, the program’s first
State title since 1993.

Finishing with a total of 68 points,
the Rams delivered strong perform-
ances needed to win. These talented
athletes include Macy Smith, Claire
Keefe, Paige Hiserman, Toni Rhodes,
Megan Martin, Maddy Dofermire, Neila
Coughenour, Willow Musterman, and
Amanie Hogan.

Junior sprinter and jumper Macy
placed in all five of her events, even
winning a State title in the long jump
with an impressive leap of 17 feet, 72
inches.

Senior hurdler and jumper Maddy
also placed in four events, winning sec-
ond place in the high jump.

Taking home the State title in the 4
x 800-meter relay were Claire, Toni,
Paige, and Megan, beating the runner-
up by over 12 seconds.

Each one of these ladies serves as an
inspiration not only to their peers but
to the entire Sixth District, proving
that hard work and dedication can
yield tangible results.

Congratulations again to the Stras-
burg High School women’s track and
field team on this incredible accom-
plishment.

RECOGNIZING NORTH CROSS HIGH SCHOOL’S

DIVISION II STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize North Cross High School
men’s lacrosse, tennis, and track and
field teams for each winning their Divi-
sion II State championships.

The men’s lacrosse team secured its
third consecutive title with an out-
standing 15-6 final score, making this
their fourth championship win in 5
years.

The lacrosse win was propelled by
senior Joe Mason’s six goals, as well as
by the sticks of seniors Caleb Thomp-
son and Ian Cann, each of whom added
three goals to the tally.

Over on the tennis courts, the Raid-
ers men’s team captured its second
State title since 2016 with a 5-4 victory.

The tennis team’s historic perform-
ance was led by sophomore Henry

Lugar, who dominated the court with a
10-0 win in his championship singles
match and finished the season with a
perfect 20-0 record in singles matches.

Junior Alessandro Perin and Jacob
Juneau won their doubles match by an
outstanding 10-2 score.

The Raiders men’s track and field
team won their State championship
with 93 points. Freshman Jace Rhodes
won first place in the triple jump.

On the track, Rhodes was joined by
senior Rhone Burton, junior Moritz
Mittendorfer, and junior Xavier Mitch-
ell in the 4 x 100-meter relay, taking
the title with a sprint time of 43.97 sec-
onds.

Congratulations to all these student
athletes, parents, coaches, and staff on
their incredible achievements. They
are all champions and have proven that
with hard work and dedication, any-
thing can be accomplished.

——
IRS SUCCESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. DEAN) for 5 minutes.

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, in the past year, you might
have noticed a difference while doing
your taxes.

If you called IRS with a question,
you waited on the phone for maybe 5
minutes instead of 30 or more from
years past.

If you got your tax refund in a rea-
sonable amount of time, there is a dif-
ference. If you are one of the Ameri-
cans who attempted to evade taxes and
ended up paying your fair share, you
can thank the Inflation Reduction Act
for that.

This historic legislation has enabled
the IRS to be better funded, better
staffed, and better at getting hard-
earned money back to the people.

My constituents have noticed. When
we legislated $80 billion over the next
decade to modernize IRS, Republicans
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set out spreading disinformation and
fear: agents coming out to get you.

They were wrong. They knew that
was not the case, but they wanted to
demonize IRS anyway. Instead, what
happened? We saw improvements.

In one of the most immediate results
from a bill I have ever seen, wait times
are down to 4 minutes across the coun-
try. Tax returns are arriving without
months-long delays.

In my own office, we had more than
250 cases open at any one time, trying
to help constituents. Now that number
is below 60.

Again, Republicans launched an at-
tack on IRS funding during their man-
ufactured debt ceiling crisis of the last
few weeks.

Thankfully, their success against
IRS was limited. They were able to
claw back only a small portion of that
funding that we set forward.

Still, their opposition is incompre-
hensible. Republicans say they don’t
like government, that government
doesn’t work. President Biden and con-
gressional Democrats reveal that when
we fund government properly, it does
work.

I thank the IRS team for their hard
work on behalf of my constituents and
Americans all across this country.

A SCOURGE IN AMERICA

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, every year in this country,
43,000 people, 44,000 people—in one year,
as high as 49,000 people—die of gun vio-
lence.

Every single day, we lose people in
this country to gun violence. Mr.
Speaker, 54 percent of that horrific
number is gun violence suicide.

This week the Gun Violence Preven-
tion Task Force held a hearing, and we
had six, eight, nine folks testifying be-
fore us: folks who had survived mass
shootings; folks whose family members
lost their lives due to gun violence and
suicide; and folks who had accidental
shootings take place in their commu-
nities that harmed and took the lives
of others.

When we asked for a committee room
in this Capitol in order to host that
testimony and to learn something
more about it, guess what happened?

It was Monday, a fly-in day, when
these committee rooms are not busy.
There was no room in the House for
that committee to be hosted, so we had
to go to the Senate.

Committee chair after committee
chair of the Republican Party, the ma-
jority party, denied us access to a com-
mittee room to simply hear the testi-
mony of those who know something
sad and tragic all too well about gun
violence.

We had the benefit of the Senate giv-
ing us a small committee room where
we were stuffed in: advocates, victims,
researchers, professors, and others.

That should tell you all you need to
know, America, about the shame of
gun violence in our country and why
we are so hampered in dealing with it.

Gun violence death is preventable. It
is an extraordinary scourge here in
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America. Yet, we are blocked by Re-
publican majority leadership who
won’t even give us a room to be heard.

PROCLAMATION TO HONOR BRUCE
SPITZENGEL AND GRANTWORKS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Texas (Mr. WEBER) for 5 minutes.
Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker,

today I rise to honor Mr. Bruce
Spitzengel and GrantWorks:
Whereas, 48 years ago, Mr. Bruce

Spitzengel started working as a city
planner for Texas City and a year later
became the assistant planning director
for Pasadena, Texas; these positions
led to the founding of a company in
1979 that would eventually become
GrantWorks, benefiting State, county,
and city governments with services to
facilitate resilient infrastructure fa-
cilities, economic development, and
single-family and multifamily afford-
able housing; and

Whereas, GrantWorks provides the
knowledge of both State and Federal
programs to address the primary needs
of local governmental localities to
serve their constituents with facilities
and housing components to create a
more resilient future for their commu-
nities; and

Whereas, Mr. Spitzengel and his love-
ly bride, Jody, utilized the principles
learned through years of experience to
expand vital services not offered by
other companies assisting more than
450 cities and counties across the State
and recognizing the need to expand
services to address disaster recovery
assistance beginning with Hurricane
Rita and continuing with Hurricanes
Dolly, Ike, and Harvey, as well as other
Federally declared disasters to this
day; and

Whereas, GrantWorks’ record of serv-
ice continues by assisting with the ac-
quisition and management of financial
awards for resilient infrastructure,
having managed over $8 billion of as-
sistance for local government and pro-
vided administration services for over
5,000 single-family units for low- and
moderate-income houses; and

Whereas, recognizing the needs of
others, Bruce and the GrantWorks’ cul-
ture of service to those they serve, the
company matched 100 percent em-
ployee contribution for many years
supporting food pantries, and has as-
sisted thousands of households with re-
lief for medical debt; and

Whereas, GrantWorks created an on-
going scholarship program in recogni-
tion of a valued employee in her name,
Betty Collier, upon her passing, to the
Texas Municipal Clerks Association, a
professional organization dedicated to
serving the demands of excellence in
Texas’ local government; and

Whereas, since Hurricane Harvey
made landfall in Rockport, Texas, on
August 25 of 2017, GrantWorks contrib-
uted an executive staff member to as-
sist the county for over 1 year with
emergency management support at no
cost; and
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Whereas, GrantWorks to this day
ranks number one in serving more
Texas cities and counties with the
widest range of program offerings than
any other company in Texas.

Now, therefore, I, RANDY WEBER,
Representative of Texas’ 14th District,
do hereby proclaim an official recogni-
tion of Bruce Spitzengel and
GrantWorks, Incorporated, for tremen-
dous work serving the needs of Texas
families and local government.

PROCLAMATION TO HONOR STEVE MATARO,

SERVANT BUILDERS, AND DSW HOMES

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
also rise to honor Steve Mataro:

Whereas, just over 35 years ago, Mr.
Mataro founded Servant Builders as a
recovery mission geared toward help-
ing young men with addiction learn a
trade in construction while rebuilding
relationships with families and com-
munities; and

Whereas, Servant Builders provided
job training and placement assistance
for over 200 men, enabling a better fu-
ture for their entire families; and

Whereas, Mr. Mataro utilized the
same principles learned through Serv-
ant Builders in launching DSW Homes
in southeast Texas in 2009 to assist re-
building homes following Hurricane
Rita, often providing job training and
assistance to the very men whose
homes were being rebuilt; and

Whereas, lessons learned via Servant
Builders are displayed in often accom-
modating low-income and elderly
homeowners, driving clients to con-
struction appointments, and even tem-
porarily paying their rents; and

Whereas, now operating in four
states and the U.S. Virgin Islands,
DSW Homes currently completes an av-
erage of 1,000 homes annually in dis-
aster-hit regions with a record of 15
days from demolition to completion for
a total of 12,000 homes; and

Whereas, since Hurricane Harvey
made landfall in Rockport, Texas, on
August 25, 2017, DSW Homes has rebuilt
homes for over 3,000 families through-
out five recovery zones.

Now, therefore, I, RANDY WEBER, as
the Representative of Texas’ 14th Dis-
trict, and MICHAEL CLOUD, Representa-
tive of Texas’ 27th District, on June 7
of 2023, do hereby proclaim an official
recognition of Steve Mataro for tre-
mendous work with Servant Builders
and DSW Homes.

COMMONSENSE GUN SAFETY
LEGISLATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. SCANLON) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I share
with you and with the American people
a conversation I recently had with a
group of children’s doctors because it
has haunted me ever since.

These busy doctors who work at some
of our Nation’s finest pediatric hos-
pitals and practices took the time to
travel to D.C. because they wanted to
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help Members of Congress understand
the ever-expanding and heartbreaking
toll that gun violence is taking on chil-
dren and our communities every day.

They came to D.C. to beg lawmakers,
not for thoughts and prayers, but to
pass commonsense gun safety laws that
will help them stop this epidemic.

We now know that firearm injuries
are the leading cause of death for chil-
dren and teens, but they see it first-
hand.

The stories these doctors shared of
the injuries and death that they have
to deal with on a daily basis were
shocking, but what really struck me
was the raw pain in their faces and in
their voices as they shared those sto-
ries.

Think about it. These doctors have
dedicated their lives to caring for chil-
dren, and now they are reeling from
the trauma of having to face day in and
day out the toll that our Nation’s gun
violence is taking on those children,
knowing that the lion’s share of this
pain and death is preventable if law-
makers only had the courage to act.

The stories these children’s doctors
told broke my heart. Today, I share
their words with you. One said: “As a
primary care pediatrician in Philadel-
phia, my heart stops every time I see
on the news that a young person has
been shot and killed. I fear they are my
patient. I am sick that these young
people that I watch growing up are
being murdered on the streets by
gangs. Something must change.”’
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Another said: ‘“I am haunted by the
image of a child’s shoe. My patient, a
young boy with autism, was at a com-
munity July Fourth celebration with
his family when they heard shots. The
family ran, and in the chaos that en-
sued, his shoe fell off and was lost. For
weeks after the shooting, this child
didn’t have the words to describe what
he was feeling, but he kept asking:
‘Where is my shoe?’ He was clearly im-
pacted by the events and was having
trouble sleeping. Although this child
and his family were physically
unharmed, the question, ‘Where is my
shoe?’ is evidence of a child, family,
and community traumatized yet again
by gun violence.”

Another is a neonatologist, a baby
doctor. She said: ‘“You might think I
would never see my patients be im-
pacted by gun violence, but sadly, I
have seen too many families impacted
by it. Mothers tell me about close calls
they had with gun-related violence.
After all, pregnant and postpartum
women are more, not less, likely to ex-
perience abuse and assault. I have had
patients who were born early, delivered
frantically in an attempt to save their
lives and those of their shot mothers.
Patients have fathers, siblings, aunts,
uncles, and grandparents who are dis-
abled or dead because they were shot. I
should not see this so often, babies
whose lives start shrouded in trauma
because we do not have background
checks and red flag policies.”
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Another said: ‘“‘As a pediatric emer-
gency physician, I face the effects of
gun violence daily. I tell devastated
parents that their toddler has been fa-
tally shot by a sibling playing with a
handgun. I scramble to rapidly trans-
fuse blood into children caught in the
crossfire of gang violence. I exit trau-
ma bays covered in the brain matter of
teenagers who have made the trag-
ically final decision to end their lives
with a gun. And if I am lucky, I find a
moment to grieve these losses before
moving on to the next patient in need
of my care, a child struggling with de-
pression after losing a family member
to gun violence. This is my reality. It
is heartbreaking, and it must stop.”

Finally, one said: ‘I am also a moth-
er, a mother who spends sleepless
nights googling bulletproof backpacks
every time an AR-15 has turned other
mothers’ children into sitting ducks at
their schools. I should not have to
worry that someone with a mental
health disorder can go to a store, buy a
weapon of mass destruction, and, that
same day, shoot my little boys as they
sit sounding out letters. But because of
our laws, that dull, familiar fear rears
its head often when I drop them off at
school. It doesn’t have to be this way.”

She is right. They are right. It
doesn’t have to be this way. It must
stop. We don’t have to live this way.

There are laws that could help turn
the tide, and this shouldn’t be a par-
tisan issue. Children are being shot
every day regardless of their family’s
party affiliation.

Mr. Speaker, our communities are
begging the Republican majority to
come to the table and find common
ground to pass comprehensive, com-
monsense, and constitutional legisla-
tion that will end this epidemic.

The American people overwhelm-
ingly support background checks, safe
storage, red flag laws, and limiting ac-
cess to assault-style weapons because
they understand the Second Amend-
ment is not a suicide pact.

———

GUAM THANKFUL FOR SUPER
TYPHOON MAWAR HEROES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, as Guam
continues to recover from the wrath of
Super Typhoon Mawar, I want to take
this time to thank the many selfless
heroes who worked and continue to
work endless hours to ensure that our
community reaches normalcy, or at
least some degree of it:

The crews from the Guam Power Au-
thority and the Guam Waterworks Au-
thority continue to work till the wee
hours of the morning to ensure that
power and water are restored in homes
and businesses, as these represent the
first step toward normalcy;

The men and women from the De-
partment of Public Works, along with
the Guam National Guard and even the
Hawaii National Guard, who have and
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continue to remove debris throughout
the island;

Our hardworking men and women in
healthcare, many of whom worked
bravely throughout the storm and who
had to pull various roles, inclusive of
ensuring that the floors didn’t get
flooded in the rooms of their patients,
as the storm extended its stay in
Guam;

Our brave men and women in public
safety, who, just as many of our
healthcare workers, braved and worked
throughout the storm and today con-
tinue to ensure that the many dark
streets and neighborhoods are well pa-
trolled from the ‘‘sakis’’;

Our Federal partners from FEMA,
SBA, HHS, Army Corps of Engineers,
and the list goes on and on, many who
got to the island prior to Mawar, and
those who came in after, who are ful-
filling many roles, inclusive of ensur-
ing that the basic necessities, such as
water, MREs, generators, cots, tents,
and so much more get to the commu-
nity and, of course, assisting the island
residents in applying for the many Fed-
eral benefit programs available;

The mayors and the vice mayors of
our 19 municipalities and their staffs,
who I thank for their diligence, hard
work, patience, and, most especially,
their heart in not only caring for their
constituents but also fighting for
them;

Our brothers and sisters from the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mari-

anas, including Governor Arnold
Palacios, Lieutenant Governor David
Apatang, and Congressman Kilili

Sablan, for opening your hearts and
helping the people of Guam. We are, in-
deed, One Mariana Islands Strong;

To our educators and the staff at
Guam Agriculture, Port Authority of
Guam, Guam Airport Authority, Guam
Customs and Quarantine Agency,
Guam Fire Department, the EMTs, and
s0 many others in the public sector
who continue to strive to help with
Guam’s recovery; and

Our military partners, including
Rear Admiral Benjamin Nicholson, and
our business partners, including var-
ious organizations, who were and are
all critical toward the path for recov-
ery.

On behalf of a thankful nation and is-
land community, and from the sacred
Halls of this House of Representatives,
I thank the many who worked prior,
during, and after the storm to ensure
that our people were safe, prepared,
and on the path toward recovery. Many
left behind their families, homes, and,
in some cases, personal recovery to
help our community overcome this lat-
est challenge. Their selfless efforts and
resiliency will never be forgotten.

God bless them. God bless Guam. God
bless these United States of America.

HONORING THE LIFE OF BERT
BOECKMANN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from



H2770

California (Mr. CARDENAS) for 5 min-
utes. .

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Bert
Boeckmann, one of the San Fernando
Valley’s most treasured community
members. We lost Bert last month at 92
years of age.

A catalyst in the prosperity of the
San Fernando Valley, Bert was a be-
loved friend, husband, father, grand-
father, great-grandfather, great-great-
grandfather, and my friend.

Bert’s impact began as a Galpin Mo-
tors salesman in 1953, when he was only
22 years old. Determined to succeed, he
was the general manager by 1957. Bert
was named president by 1964 and be-
came sole owner in 1968.

As a salesman, Bert’s desire to put
the customer first by demonstrating
his honesty and integrity was seen as
an unusual practice, but it soon be-
came the trait he and Galpin Motors
were known for. Even as the company
continued to grow, Bert always said
that his, along with every employee’s
of Galpin Motors, goal was to serve the
customer first. Employees who did not
agree with this message were told: ‘“‘Go
work for the competition.”

Galpin Motors expanded from a tiny,
three-car dealership to an automotive
enterprise with a large showroom, re-
tail store, restaurant, and other amen-
ities.

Since 1989, Galpin Motors became the
number one Ford auto dealership in the
world for both cars and trucks. Dedica-
tion to customer service helped the
company grow, eventually expanding
to include 12 brands. Today, Galpin Mo-
tors has more than 1,000 employees and
earns more than $1 billion in annual
revenue.

Bert has always been on the cutting
edge of customizing cars at the dealer-
ship level for his customers. He called
it Galpinizing, which included custom
paint jobs and bodywork, interiors, and
van conversions.

Bert would push for innovative con-
cepts, such as the introduction of Euro-
pean sunroof technology to America,
which was hugely popular in sunny
southern California.

Innovation and customization are
central concepts of Galpin Auto Sports,
which designed and built custom vehi-
cles for enthusiasts and celebrities
alike. Galpin Auto Sports would go on
to be the home of the famous MTV
show ‘“Pimp My Ride,” hosted by hip-
hop artist Xzibit, which was viewed by
millions of people across the globe.

Bert served on various national and
regional boards, such as the Ford
Motor Company’s Performance Advi-
sory Committee, National Dealer Coun-
cil, Dealers Advertising Association,
along with the California and the
Greater Los Angeles New Car Dealers
Associations.

His efforts to innovate the business
culminated in his induction into the
Ford Hall of Fame.

Bert was equally renowned for his
work as a devoted civic leader, having
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worked with nearly every organization
in the San Fernando Valley. Bert and
his wife, Jane, received the Fernando
Award, recognizing them as citizens
who have contributed enormously to
the San Fernando Valley.

Bert served on the Los Angeles Po-
lice Commission for over 16 years, for
three mayors and six police chiefs.

He was a fierce advocate for the val-
ley and worked to help us receive our
fair share of resources.

Bert was known for his dedication to
his company and his community. How-
ever, Bert’s greatest commitment was
to his relationship with his family, es-
pecially his wife, Jane. The two were
married for 50 years, sharing their pas-
sion for spreading kindness to everyone
who surrounded them.

While we greatly miss Bert, he is re-
united with his wife, Jane, on the sec-
ond anniversary of her passing. Jane
was an amazing businesswoman and
civic leader in her own right. She had
many talents. She was a gifted interior
designer, skilled golfer, licensed air-
plane pilot who flew across the coun-
try, and a driver for the Galpin Motors
24-hour endurance land race. Jane was
the longtime publisher of Valley Maga-
zine and was involved in various com-
munity groups.

Bert and Jane inspired us to practice
kindness at all times.

Bert and Jane are survived by his
daughters, LaVerne and Denice; his
sons, Brett, Brad, and Beau; their 12
grandchildren, Dascha, Jacob, Amie,
Brandon, Blake, Brooke, Amelia,
Logan, Bliss, Brielle, Beau, and Blair;
as well as 11 great-grandchildren, Phil-
lip, Dennis, Brody, Violet, Anna Bell,
Brayson, Brynlee, Bailee, Bronson,
Pate, and Thatcher; and three great-
great-grandchildren, Natalie, Mia, and
Alice.

For all of this and more, we miss and
honor the incredible life of our friend,
Bert Boeckmann.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF ALBERT
SHELANDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life and
legacy of Mr. Albert Shelander, a cou-
rageous veteran and dedicated commu-
nity developer.

At just 18, he served in the U.S. Navy
during World War II, spending 2 years
on the USS Janssen destroyer escort in
the Philippines. Upon coming home, he
attended Emory University, where he
served as the captain of the college’s
golf team.

After graduating, Albert dedicated
his life to making good things happen
in Glynn County. For 25 years, he
served as director of the American Na-
tional Bank of Brunswick and helped
develop hundreds of acres of real estate
throughout Brunswick and St. Simons
Island.

As a member of the Salvation Army,
he rang the bell regularly at Christmas
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and also served as senior warden at his
local church for 6 years.

Albert founded a 150-unit retirement
home in Brunswick and directed its
growth for 40 years.

He was also an active leader in the
Museum of Coastal History, Glynn
County Chamber of Commerce, Bruns-
wick Rotary Club, and Brunswick
Country Club.

There is no doubt that Albert’s in-
volvement in our community helped
shape thousands of lives for the better,
and I mourn his passing greatly.

CONGRATULATING SAVANNAH CHRISTIAN HIGH

SCHOOL GIRLS’ GOLF TEAM

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate the Sa-
vannah Christian High School girls’
golf team on their 2023 AAA State
championship win.

As a team, the girls had a combined
final score of 488, winning the tour-
nament by a very impressive 52-stroke
margin. Not only was this a very deci-
sive victory, but it also marked their
second State title in a row.

This impressive athletic achievement
was a team effort led by golfers such as
Mary Miller, who had a score of 64 in
one round followed by a score of 73, and
sophomore Ava Cottis, who scored an
also impressive 81 and 74.

I also recognize Coach Annie Keller,
who was recently named the Savannah
Morning News Girls Golf Coach of the
Year. I know her coaching was essen-
tial for this victory.

I am so proud of these young women,
and I know they will continue to rep-
resent their school well on and off the
golf course.
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CONGRATULATING TERRY TOLBERT

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate Mr.
Terry Tolbert on his 50th anniversary
working at The Economic Opportunity
Authority of Savannah-Chatham Coun-
ty.

Mr. Tolbert has truly been promoting
positive change his entire life. He grew
up in Savannah near Crawford Square,
where he began his career with EOA as
a teenager, eventually becoming the
youngest member on their board of di-
rectors.

He also served on the Region IV
Youth Council, covering eight southern
states.

With each year that passed, Mr.
Tolbert’s impact grew as he imple-
mented programs to help the disenfran-
chised, such as the homeless, veterans,
foster grandparents, and low-income
families.

He has an infectious can-do attitude
and always emphasizes the importance
of never giving up.

Mr. Tolbert now serves as the execu-
tive director of the EOA, and after 50
years, he is still working tirelessly to
help people climb out of poverty.

His expertise speaks for itself, and I
thank him for touching the lives of so
many in the Savannah area.
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BLACK WOMEN AND GIRLS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New Jersey (Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN) for
5 minutes.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today on behalf of Black
women and girls everywhere.

While Black women play one of the
most active and essential roles in our
economy, we continue to be left behind
and are the ones who are hit the hard-
est by economic downturns.

Every day, Black women face seem-
ingly insurmountable challenges rang-
ing from structural barriers to sys-
temic inequities that can hinder us
from achieving full and meaningful
lives.

According to ‘““An Economy for All:
Building a ‘Black Women Best’ Legis-
lative Agenda,” a comprehensive re-
port that provides compelling and con-
nective legislative policy proposals to
improve the lives of Black women,
when we center and uplift Black
women, we are, in fact, uplifting every-
one.

At its core, Black Women Best serves
as a blueprint for economic, racial, and
gender prosperity. Today, the Congres-
sional Caucus on Black Women and
Girls, which I cofounded and co-chair,
released an updated report outlining a
legislative agenda informed by the
Black Women Best framework.

The report’s policy proposals include
everything from maternal health to
criminal justice reform to food injus-
tice and breastfeeding injustice, all of
which demonstrate just how vital it is
to craft legislation that benefits all
communities.

Soon, I will reintroduce the Black
Women Best resolution to address the
systemic injustices Black women and
girls face and to encourage Congress to
craft legislation that benefits every
American as laid out by the Black
Women Best framework, which was de-
veloped by former Labor Department
chief economist Janelle Jones.

These policies all have two things in
common: They bring Black women
from peril to prosperity; and they ben-
efit the economy, as well.

Black Women Best is about giving
Black women the freedom to thrive,
the freedom to stay employed, and the
freedom to continue driving our Na-
tion’s economic growth. Equity-focused
legislation uplifts not just Black
women but our entire economy.

If we are going to change anything,
we need to start giving Black women
and girls the very tools that they need
to thrive. Black women and girls are
the missing piece to securing our Na-
tion’s future, and I hope that every sin-
gle one of my colleagues, Democrat and
Republican alike, support the Black
Women Best resolution. Every action
we take towards bettering the quality
of life for Black women and girls every-
where is a step in the right direction.
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HONORING BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
BITNER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Indiana (Mrs. SPARTZ) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. SPARTZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor our heroes who risk
their lives for our freedoms and those
who paid the ultimate sacrifice.

I share with you and the American
people a memorial service note that
my friend Lieutenant Colonel in Spe-
cial Operations David Strysko wrote
for his fallen brother, Master Sergeant
Benjamin Franklin Bitner, who was
killed in action in Afghanistan in April
of 2011:

What does it mean to honor the fallen? In
a word: Rise.

Rise to the occasion:

It is easy for us to conflate remembrance
with honor, because we all want to honor the
ultimate sacrifices made by our brothers,
and the easiest way to do that is by remem-
bering them. Undoubtedly, the greatest trav-
esty of a free nation is when it forgets the
sacrifices that keep them free. But remem-
bering is only the passive aspect of honor. It
is only when our suitable actions accompany
our remembrances that we truly honor their
sacrifice.

But what actions truly honor? Laying
wreaths, rendering salutes, and pausing for
moments of silence are all commendable, but
they fall short of true honor when compared
to the immense gravity of the ultimate sac-
rifice they recognize.

The actions that speak true honor are
those that pick up where the sacrifice of our
fallen brothers left off. And it is often a rare
and fleeting occasion that we get an oppor-
tunity to honor our fallen through our own
deliberate actions.

It is to these occasions that we rise to
honor.

When faced with difficult decisions, with-
ering opposition, physical and psychological
peril, certain defeat, reprisal, hopelessness,
chaos, and terror, we rise to honor the fallen.

When the occasion calls for sacrifice, we
rise to honor the fallen.

Sacrifice can only be truly honored by sac-
rifice. Courage can only be truly honored by
courage.

When it is our turn to honor those who
have mortally proven their resolve, we must
rise with courage to sacrifice.

It is in these moments, where courage and
resolve are tested, that we can with convic-
tion rise to honor the fallen.

And in doing so, we will stand as living tes-
taments to those sacred words: ‘“ . . . that
these dead shall not have died in vain.”

Today, we remember Benjamin Franklin
Bitner, but only our actions will honor him.

May God bless our heroes and our
great Republic.

————

CLIMATE CHANGE IS NOT A HOAX

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ESPAILLAT) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, 1
wear my mask in solidarity and sup-
port for the families, the children, the
seniors being impacted by the Cana-
dian wildfires. I rise today to call at-
tention to the climate crisis, which we
are all witnessing before our very own
eyes.
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Air pollution is spiking across the
country from wildfires that have been
raging in the Canadian provinces of
Quebec and Nova Scotia.

To be clear, Mr. Speaker, this is just
the start of the Canadian wildfire sea-
son, and it is evident that due to the
human and societal impacts on -cli-
mate, there is an increase in wildfire
season, length, frequency, and burn
area.

Mr. Speaker, climate change is not a
hoax.

We are not only seeing the haze from
these fires, we are also feeling it in our
very own lungs. The environmental and
public health impacts are very real,
and we must do more to hold polluters
accountable.

Thirty-seven percent of the total
area of forest burned in the western
U.S. and Canada since 1986 can be
linked to emissions released by the
world’s 88 biggest fossil fuel producers
and cement manufacturers.

Air pollution from wildfire smoke
has become a significant health risk in
the United States, and it is growing.

Mr. Speaker, climate change is not a
hoax.

In my city of New York, we are being
severely impacted, and we are taking
extreme precautions, especially for
children, older adults, and asthmatics.

Last night, the city’s air quality
index was 215, a score considered very
unhealthy by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. This was deemed the
second worst level of air pollution in
the world.

The situation is so grave that Mayor
Eric Adams forced schools to cancel all
outdoor activities today.

Mr. Speaker, climate change is not a
hoax.

Is this the future for our children?
Let me remind you that millions of
Americans die each year from air pol-
lution-related health issues.

In 2016, around 4.2 million premature
deaths were associated with fine par-
ticulate matter, according to the World
Health Organization.

That is why I am insisting on passing
my bill, the Green Climate Fund Au-
thorization Act, which will authorize
appropriations to the Green Climate
Fund, ensuring that the U.S. is a leader
in global solutions to combat climate
change.

Again, Mr. Speaker, climate change
is not a hoax.

Moreover, we know where the money
goes. It matters. Join me in this fight
in cosponsoring the Green Climate
Fund Reauthorization Act.

Mr. Speaker, climate change is not a
hoax.

HONORING ERNEST SICKEY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor Ernest
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Sickey, the revolutionary leader of the
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana. His pass-
ing leaves a void in the Native-Amer-
ican community. His legacy of resil-
iency and advocacy will continue to in-
spire future generations.

Sickey dedicated his life to serving
his people and fighting for their rights.
He played a pivotal role in securing
Federal recognition for his Tribe, en-
suring sovereignty, and the preserva-
tion of its rich, rich, heritage.

Sickey tirelessly worked to improve
healthcare, education, and economic
opportunities for Native Americans.
His wisdom and leadership were recog-
nized beyond Tribal boundaries, as he
served on various boards and commit-
tees and left a lasting impact on the
State and national levels.

Sickey’s commitment to preserving
and sharing Native-American culture
and traditions helped bridge gaps be-
tween communities, fostering under-
standing and unity.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
this great man and to ask everyone to
remember the incredible work that he
has done and to continue to foster the
unity, the inclusion, the opportunities,
and the education of our Native-Amer-
ican friends.

Ernest Sickey will be remembered as
a trailblazer, an advocate, and a vision-
ary leader. May his life inspire others
to carry on this important work.

Ernest leaves behind a loving, strong,
committed family to continue the
great work of this great man.

Today, we honor Ernest Sickey.

——
GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Virginia (Mrs. MCCLELLAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. MCCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday the students at Huguenot High
School in Richmond, Virginia, cele-
brated their graduation.

Moments after the ceremony ended,
as friends and family gathered outside
for hugs and selfies, gunshots rang out.

Panic ensued.

When the dust settled, a graduate,
Shawn Jackson, was dead. He was 18
years old. Shawn’s stepfather, who
came to celebrate with him, Renzo
Smith, was dead. He was 36 years old.

Five additional people were shot.
Others sustained injuries, including
Renya Jackson Smith, Shawn’s 9-year-
old sister, who was hit by a car while
fleeing the scene.

O 1045

Richmond police have a suspect in
custody. He is 19 years old. He knew
the victim. He and Shawn were in an
ongoing dispute.

We should not have to live like this.
What should have been the happiest
day of those kids’ lives turned into
every parents’ worst nightmare.

Those kids saw their freshman year
cut short by COVID. They should have
felt the joy yesterday and last night of
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graduating. Instead, their final mem-
ory of high school is marred forever by
trauma.

The active shooter drills that they
endured throughout their school years
did not prepare them for a shooting at
their graduation, or in a public park, in
a grocery store, at a theater, at their
house of worship, at a concert, at a
mall, walking down the street, on a
highway, in their home.

Where are they safe? My son asks me
this every time that there is a shooting
on the news.

Three months ago today, when I
stood at this very spot to take my oath
of office, you saw my son and daughter
standing proudly beside me. You saw
how excited my son was. You saw his
dance moves.

Four days later, one of his class-
mates shot himself accidentally with a
gun he was using as a prop to record a
video. He died.

Last night, my husband and I had to
tell our children that they are not
going to school today and possibly for
the rest of the year because of a shoot-
ing at a graduation less than a mile
from our home.

Every time there is a shooting we go
through this same routine. Every time
my son is afraid, wondering will he be
next. I hug him and I say, I am doing
everything within my power to keep
you safe.

As a State legislator in Virginia, I
was proud to pass several pieces of gun
violence prevention measures to do
just that, including securing $12 mil-
lion in funding to invest in our commu-
nities to address the root causes of gun
violence.

I was excited to see this Congress
pass the first piece of substantive gun
violence in 30 years in a bipartisan
measure. So you can imagine my dis-
gust and my sorrow when, after the
Tennessee school shooting, one of our
colleagues, one of our Republican col-
leagues in an interview on television
said: We are not going to do anything.

That is unacceptable. We must take
action to address the root causes of
gun violence, to ban assault weapons,
implement universal background
checks, gun storage, among other com-
monsense measures that are popular
with an overwhelming majority of vot-
ers according to FOX News polling.

I came here to solve problems. I came
here to save lives. Thoughts and pray-
ers are not enough. It is past time for
action.

Today, I mourn the lives lost in my
district, my city, my school division,
my neighborhood. Today, I seek to
comfort their loved ones and those
traumatized by the terror they felt last
night.

Today, I recommit to doing every-
thing within my power to make sure
that this never happens again. Enough
is enough.

Mr. Speaker, I am begging my col-
leagues in this body: Do something.
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HONORING THE LEGACY OF
RUPAUL CHARLES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROBERT GARCIA) for 5
minutes.

Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California.
Mr. Speaker, the House library is open.

I rise to commemorate the start of
Pride Month by honoring the one and
only queen of drag, RuPaul. An artist,
a philanthropist, and a barrier breaker,
RuPaul Charles has become an Amer-
ican phenomenon and an icon. Nobody
has more charisma, uniqueness, nerve,
and talent than RuPaul Charles.

Ru’s career launched as a drag per-
former in New York, and then as a suc-
cessful pop artist, releasing his first hit
album, ‘‘Supermodel of the World.” In
total, he has released 15 studio albums.

RuPaul also became the first gay
Black man to host his own talk show,
“The RuPaul Show.” He is most
known, of course, for his multi-Emmy-
award winning show, ‘“RuPaul’s Drag
Race.”

“RuPaul’s Drag Race,” and its many
domestic and international spin-offs,
has put drag in the global spotlight.
The show has helped lunch and uplift
the careers of thousands of drag queens
and artists. But more importantly, the
show has served as a critical space to
discuss issues around inclusion, trans
rights, mental health, and self-worth.

This message couldn’t be more im-
portant as the LGBTQ+ community
continues to fight for equality and ac-
ceptance. The world needs more love
and, yes, more RuPaul. I thank RuPaul
Charles for his years of leadership in
our community and his activism.

This Pride Season, as we recommit to
celebrating diversity, difference, and
self-love, we must always remember
what RuPaul so famously says: “If you
can’t love yourself, how the hell are
you going to love somebody else?”’

————

LEAD IN CHILDCARE CENTERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. PORTER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, in 2018, a
State law required licensed childcare
centers to test their water for lead
every 5 years. Last month, we got the
results and they are grim for Califor-
nia’s children.

One in four California childcare cen-
ters has dangerously high levels of lead
in their drinking water. Lead exposure
seriously harms children’s health, dam-
aging their brains and nervous sys-
tems.

Frighteningly, children exposed to
elevated levels of lead are often asymp-
tomatic, but the damage is irrevers-
ible. Many of the worst facilities for
lead levels are in low-income areas or
communities of color.

Congress took a step in the right di-
rection when we passed the bipartisan
infrastructure law, which invested $15
billion to remove and replace lead serv-
ice lines. But there is more work to be
done.

tx)
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Children are our future, and we owe
it to every American to protect all
kids’ safety and well-being.

HONORING THE SERVICE OF RANDY CAMMACK

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
celebrate labor champion and proud
Californian, Randy Cammack. This
month, Randy will retire from his post
as president of Teamsters Joint Coun-
cil 42, where he fought alongside some
200,000 working members and retirees
for 14 years.

Randy’s time in organized labor
began in 1967, when he started as a de-
livery driver in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia. From there, he went on to
spend 42 years as a business agent, be-
coming a member of the Governor’s
freight advisory committee and serving
as a vice president of the State labor
federation.

Randy is also a proud U.S. Air Force
veteran, and I join millions in thank-
ing him for his service to our country.

I am honored to celebrate Randy on
the House floor today and extend my
deepest gratitude to him for his many
years advocating for California’s work-
ers.

INNOVATION IN ORANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
commend the innovation happening in
Orange County and across California.

Last year, I was proud to celebrate
NASA’s successful Artemis I mission.
Nearly a dozen businesses in my dis-
trict played a direct role in suppling
the necessary components to make
Artemis I possible. With dozens of con-
tributing businesses across Orange
County, and over 500 companies em-
ploying 16,000 people statewide, Cali-
fornia had more people working on
Artemis than any other State.

Orange County has a storied history
in the aerospace industry. It has been
home to several of NASA’s most crit-
ical partners for over 60 years, dating
back to the Apollo missions.

I am proud that Orange County and
California continue to advance science,
strengthen our economy, and push the
limits of what is possible.

OFFICE OF IMMIGRANT AND REFUGEE AFFAIRS

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend Orange County lead-
ers for their recent decision to estab-
lish an Office of Immigrant and Ref-
ugee Affairs. At our Board of Super-
visors’ April 256 meeting, they unani-
mously approved the establishment of
this new office, which will provide re-
settlement resources in the form of
housing assistance, language programs,
legal support, and other vital services.

As Orange County welcomes immi-
grants and refugee families, we need to
empower these new members of our
community with what they need to
thrive. The Office of Immigrant and
Refugee Affairs will fulfill this mission
by strengthening outreach and building
on successful partnerships with com-
munity organizations.

Honoring our diversity is a California
value and an Orange County value. I
look forward to the development of the
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Office of Immigrant and Refugee Af-
fairs and to new families calling our
community home.

——

CARIBBEAN AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE) for 5
minutes.

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to highlight June as
Caribbean American Heritage Month.
This month allows us to celebrate the
diversity and influence of the Carib-
bean diaspora.

As a member of the Foreign Affairs
Committee and Subcommittee on the
Western Hemisphere, we must ensure
the prosperity of the Caribbean.

Just recently, I co-led a bipartisan
resolution with Representatives
LAWLER, CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, and
SALAZAR to redouble our diplomatic ef-
forts with Haiti. This resolution also
expresses support in achieving Haitian-
centered solutions that restore the is-
land’s political infrastructure and ad-
dress the basic needs of its people. We
cannot ignore the plight of our neigh-
bors who are just mere miles from our
shore.

Caribbean Americans have helped de-
fine the American story. Many of them
serve here with me in Congress, and
many more have had important roles
throughout our country’s history.

As a Representative of Los Angeles, 1
am fortunate to live in a culturally vi-
brant city where Caribbean Angelenos
influence the food, music, and art of
the city.

This month is about celebration of
culture and community and reminds us
to look beyond the European patriar-
chal lens that dominates our society.
The U.S. is a country of immigrants,
something the Governor of Florida
could stand to remember.

GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION MONTH

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speak-
er, June is Gun Violence Prevention
Month. June is Gun Violence Preven-
tion Month. June is Gun Violence Pre-
vention Month. So why, in this full
body, are we not talking about the gun
violence epidemic that has taken hold
of this country?

Why is the Republican Party punting
on this issue and continuing to blame
gun violence solely on mental health
and ignorantly say that the answer to
gun violence is more guns?

The parents of the children killed by
mass shootings, the survivors of these
mass shootings don’t want or deserve
to continue to hear that. They deserve
acknowledgment, honesty and, most of
all, they deserve action.

They deserve a Republican Party
that cares as much about this issue as
they do stove tops which, when you
think about it, is incredibly painful
and disrespectful.

Republicans seem to want to talk
about everything except gun violence,
everything except gun violence, every-
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thing except gun violence, and that si-
lence, that silence on this issue is tan-
tamount to blaming the victims. That
failure to act is equivalent to dis-
regarding these victims’ lives and dis-
missing their deaths.

Mr. Speaker, June is Gun Violence
Prevention Month. June is Gun Vio-
lence Prevention Month, so let’s act
like it.

——

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 58
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Eternal God, when the Earth was
without form and void, You spoke.
Speak now into our world, a world
bereft of peace and security in almost
every corner of the globe. Speak now
into the senseless conflict in Ukraine.
Speak now into the meaningless dis-
putes within communities here at
home. Speak now into the confusion of
tempers and tensions that transpire
even among colleagues.

Darkness has invaded the homes of
the destitute who take cover in war-
torn cities, enduring days without elec-
tricity. Ukrainians and all those who
live in the deep of war’s night long for
Your words: ‘‘Let there be light.”” Inno-
cents who hide in the shadows of home-
lessness or abuse yearn to hear You to
command the light to be separated
from the darkness.

Water’s unleashed violence threatens
whole regions of Ukraine after the de-
struction of dams and critical infra-
structure. The shortage of water jeop-
ardizes American homesteads and har-
vests. Send Your divine spirit to move
over the face of these hostile and defi-
cient waters and bring order into the
chaos.

In the newness of this day, God speak
Your word into the void. Send Your
spirit over the turmoil. Let there be
light. Lord, in Your mercy, let it be so.

In Your merciful name we pray.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

ENACTING A RADICAL AGENDA
THROUGH RULEMAKING

(Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, when President Obama said
that he would govern with a telephone
and a pen, he was setting an example
for his then-Vice President. Now, the
Biden administration has attempted to
enact a radical agenda through agency
rulemaking.

During his first year in office, Presi-
dent Biden finalized regulations that
cost taxpayers more than $200 billion.
This wasteful spending cannot be al-
lowed to continue unchecked.

It is essential that we pass the
REINS Act and ensure that President
Biden is forced to account for every
wasteful dollar. This legislation would,
once again, assert that Congress and
not the far-left Biden administration
has the power to create law.

It is time to put a stop to the run-
away spending. It is time to end the
backroom rulemaking that has been a
trademark of the Biden administra-
tion.

———
HONORING RUDY LOZANO

(Mr. GARCIA of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor a great organizer
and community activist, a leader who
fought the Chicago machine and built
multiracial and intergenerational coa-
litions, my friend, political mentor,
and compadre, Rudy Lozano.

Tomorrow, June 8, marks 40 years
since Rudy’s life was cut short. A labor
organizer, he fought for workers’
rights. As a community activist, he
fought for justice for immigrant fami-
lies.

Rudy brought together diverse com-
munities to elect Harold Washington as
Chicago’s first Black mayor in 1983.
Rudy knew political empowerment was
vital to improving community condi-
tions.

My presence in Congress and the
growing number of progressive Black,
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Latino, and Asian-American elected of-
ficials in Chicagoland represent the en-
during impact of his legacy.

Let’s continue his legacy by working
in coalition to ensure a more inclusive
politics for all.

Que viva Rudy Lozano.

——————

CONGRATULATING THE CITIZENS
OF BULGARIA

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, congratulations to the citi-
zens of Bulgaria for formally approving
their new government yesterday.

After mnegotiations following five
elections in 2 years, the National As-
sembly agreed to form a government
where the Prime Minister will change
hands halfway through.

Lawmakers elected Nikolay Denkov,
a chemistry professor and former Edu-
cation Minister, as Prime Minister. In
separate votes, legislators agreed that
Mariya Gabriel, a former European
Commissioner, will serve as deputy
head of government and Foreign Min-
ister. After 9 months, Denkov and Ga-
briel will switch positions for the rest
of the term.

Bulgaria is a valued American ally
and is appreciated for, 80 years ago,
saving the Jewish population from Nazi
extermination.

Yesterday, Ambassador Georgi
Panayotov was the special guest of the
Bulgarian Caucus.

The new coalition government has
pledged to keep Bulgaria, an important
NATO and EU member, on a firm pro-
Western track and supports Ukraine
against the Putin war crimes.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
who successfully protected America for
20 years, as the global war on terrorism
continues moving from Afghanistan to
the safe haven of America with open
Biden borders.

———

TIANANMEN SQUARE MEMORIAL
BOULEVARD RENAMING

(Mr. OGLES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OGLES. Last week marked 34
years since the Tiananmen Square
massacre. Up to 10,000 people were
killed by their own government. They
were run over by tanks and shot in the
streets—all for demanding freedom.

The grotesque actions of the Chinese
military  have been remembered
throughout history. Today, China con-
tinues to target, abuse, detain, and re-
move opposition.

It is important for the United States
to make a statement condemning the
evil regime, the CCP. That is why I am
introducing legislation that would re-
name the road outside the Chinese Em-
bassy to the Tiananmen Square memo-
rial boulevard.
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America needs to take a strong stand
against the human rights violations of
the Chinese Communist Party.

Let us not forget the Americans who
have died because of the CCP virus, the
Americans and children who have died
because of fentanyl flooding our streets
because of the CCP, the incursion of
the balloon in our airspace, and the re-
cent advances toward a naval destroyer
and our military.

Mr. Speaker, it is time we stand and
say no to the CCP.

————

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
REVEREND WILLARD D. SMITH

(Mr. GOOD of Virginia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the service of
99-year-old Reverend Willard Smith of
Pittsylvania County, Virginia.

My office came to know Reverend
Smith when he and his wife requested
assistance with a Federal agency. We
were more than happy to successfully
resolve his case.

Mr. Smith was drafted into the U.S.
Army at age 18 during World War II,
where, as a member of the 553rd Quar-
termaster Service Battalion, he
brought supplies to the front lines and
prisoners back to camp.

During the war, Reverend Smith
came to know the Lord and relied on
his Christian faith and the truth of the
Bible for his strength to persevere
through such challenging times.

Upon returning home to Virginia
after the war, Reverend Smith began
serving the North New Hope Baptist
Church congregation in Danville, Vir-
ginia, where he has faithfully pastored
for over 60 years. Now that he is 99,
Reverend Smith continues to serve his
congregation and give back to the
Danville and Southside communities.

I am honored to represent wonderful
constituents of Virginia’s Fifth Dis-
trict such as Reverend Smith, who is
an example for all Americans to follow.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF DWIGHT
KESSEL

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to honor the life of former Knox Coun-
ty Executive Dwight Kessel, who
passed away on June 3 at the age of 96.

Dwight was born to Wayne and Edith
Kessel and grew up in Beckley, West
Virginia. After serving in the United
States Navy during World War II, he
came back to Knoxville and graduated
from the University of Tennessee with
a degree in industrial engineering.

Dwight started his political career in
1963 by serving on the Knoxville City
Council, then as Knox County clerk,
and eventually became the Knox Coun-
ty executive in 1980, which is the posi-
tion we now call the Knox County
mayor.
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He also worked with a whole lot of
charity organizations, including the
YMCA, Boys and Girls Club of the Ten-
nessee Valley, Boy Scouts of America,
and National Conference of Christians
and Jews.

He was a family man who loved the
Lord and was a longtime member of
the First Baptist Church of Knoxville,
where he was a trustee for 15 years,
served as a deacon, and faithfully
taught Sunday school.

Behind me right here is a picture of
all the Knox County mayors who went
to last year’s Knox County budget ad-
dress—myself, Mayor Schumpert,
Mayor Jacobs, and Mayor Ragsdale,
and Mayor Kessel is down on the bot-
tom.

I know we are all thankful for
Dwight’s work that paved the way for
Knox County mayors who followed
him, including myself.

My wife and I are praying for
Dwight’s family. He will be greatly
missed by our community in Knox
County.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NUNN of Iowa). Pursuant to clause 12(a)
of rule I, the Chair declares the House
in recess subject to the call of the
Chair.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 11
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

e —
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. TENNEY) at 6 o’clock and
41 minutes p.m.

————

APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUAL TO

THE NATIONAL COMMISSION ON
THE FUTURE OF THE NAVY
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 1092(b)(1)(A) of
the James M. Inhofe National Defense
Authorization Act for fiscal year 2023
(Public Law 117-263), and the order of
the House of January 9, 2023, of the fol-
lowing individual on the part of the
House to the National Commission on
the Future of the Navy:

Mr. Scott O’Neil, Ridgecrest, Cali-
fornia

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 7, 2023.
Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
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the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
June 7, 2023, at 5:58 p.m., said to contain a
message from the President returning, with-
out his approval, H.J. Res. 45.
With best wishes, I am,
Sincerely,
KEVIN F. MCCUMBER,
Deputy Clerk of the House.

————

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL OF THE RULE
SUBMITTED BY THE DEPART-
MENT OF EDUCATION RELATING
TO “WAIVERS AND MODIFICA-
TIONS OF FEDERAL STUDENT
LOANS”—VETO MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 118-46)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following veto mes-
sage from the President of the United
States:

To the House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith without my
approval H.J. Res. 45, a resolution that
would disapprove of the Department of
Education’s rule relating to ‘‘Waivers
and Modifications of Federal Student
Loans.”

Since Day One, my Administration
has been fighting to make college
cheaper and the student loan system
more manageable for borrowers. My
Administration has championed the
largest increase to Pell Grants in the
last decade—a combined increase of
$900 to the maximum award for stu-
dents over the last 2 years—and has a
plan to double the maximum Pell
Grant by 2029 to nearly $13,000. This
means more money in students’ pock-
ets to pay for college. To help individ-
uals who had to borrow to go to col-
lege, my Administration has been
building a student loan system that
works. The Department of Education
has proposed the most generous repay-
ment plan ever, which will cut under-
graduate loan payments in half. It has
also reformed the Public Service Loan
Forgiveness program to make it easier
for hundreds of thousands of public
service employees to get the debt relief
they deserve.

The pandemic was devastating for
families across the Nation. To give bor-
rowers the essential relief they need as
they recover from the economic strains
associated with the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Department of Education
created a program to provide up to
$10,000 in debt relief—and up to $20,000
for Pell Grant recipients—reaching
more than 40 million hard-working
Americans. Nearly 90 percent of this
relief would go to Americans earning
less than $75,000 per year, and no relief
would go to any individual or house-
hold in the top 5 percent of incomes.

The demand for this relief is undeni-
able. In less than 4 weeks—during the
period when the student debt relief ap-
plication was available—26 million peo-
ple applied or were deemed automati-
cally eligible for relief. At least 16 mil-
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lion of those borrowers could have re-
ceived debt relief already if it were not
for meritless lawsuits waged by oppo-
nents of this program.

The Department of Education’s ac-
tion is based on decades-old authority,
granted by the Congress. Multiple ad-
ministrations over the last two decades
have used this authority, following the
same procedures as my Administra-
tion, to protect borrowers from the ef-
fects of national emergencies and mili-
tary deployments. The Department of
Education’s exercise of this authority
has never previously been subject to
the Congressional Review Act.

It is a shame for working families
across the country that lawmakers
continue to pursue this unprecedented
attempt to deny critical relief to mil-
lions of their own constituents, even as
several of these same lawmakers have
had tens of thousands of dollars of
their own business loans forgiven by
the Federal Government.

I remain committed to continuing to
make college affordable and providing
this critical relief to borrowers as they
work to recover from a once-in-a-cen-
tury pandemic.

Therefore, I am vetoing this resolu-
tion.

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 7, 2023.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The ob-
jections of the President will be spread
at large upon the Journal, and the veto
message and the bill will be printed as
a House document.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that further
consideration of the veto message and
the joint resolution, H.J. Res. 45, be
postponed until the legislative day of
June 21, 2023.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

——
O 1845
ADJOURNMENT TO FRIDAY, JUNE
9, 2023; AND ADJOURNMENT

FROM FRIDAY, JUNE 9, 2023, TO
MONDAY, JUNE 12, 2023

Mr. ARRINGTON. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 9 a.m. on Friday, June 9, 2023;
and further, when the House adjourns
on that day, it adjourn to meet on
Monday, June 12, 2023, when it shall
convene at noon for morning-hour de-
bate and 2 p.m. for legislative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ARRINGTON. Madam Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 47 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
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House adjourned until Friday, June 9,
2023, at 9 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-1117. A letter from the President, De-
fense Acquisition University, Department of
Defense, transmitting a letter regarding the
comprehensive plan to supplement existing
training curricula related to software acqui-
sitions and cybersecurity software and hard-
ware acquisitions; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-1118. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a certifi-
cation of countries that are not fully cooper-
ating with U.S. Anti-Terrorism efforts, pur-
suant to 22 U.S.C. 2781(a); Public Law 90-629,
Sec. 40A (as added Public Law 104-132, Sec.
330); (110 Stat. 1258); to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

EC-1119. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to the Central Afri-
can Republic that was declared in Executive
Order 13667 of May 12, 2014, pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c);
(90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public
Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-1120. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to the situation in
and in relation to Syria that was declared in
Executive Order 13894 of October 14, 2019, pur-
suant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412,
Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C.
1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat.
1627); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-1121. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to the situation in
or in relation to the Democratic Republic of
the Congo that was declared in Executive
Order 13413 of October 27, 2006, pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c);
(90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public
Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-1122. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to persons who com-
mit, threaten to commit, or support ter-
rorism that was declared in Executive Order
13224 of September 23, 2001, pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c);
(90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public
Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-1123. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to Belarus that was
declared in Executive Order 13405 of June 16,
2006, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

EC-1124. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to Iran that was de-
clared in Executive Order 12170 of November
14, 1979, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
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(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

EC-1125. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to Nicaragua that
was declared in Executive Order 13851 of No-
vember 27, 2018, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c);
Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257)
and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec
204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

EC-1126. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a Deter-
mination Under Section 506(a)(1) of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 to Provide Mili-
tary Assistance to Ukraine; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-1127. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to Yemen that was
declared in Executive Order 13611 of May 16,
2012, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

EC-1128. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s Office of Inspector General’s
Semiannual Report to Congress covering the
6-month period, which ended on March 31,
2023; to the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability.

EC-1129. A letter from the Senior Official
Performing the Duties of the CRCL Officer,
Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties,
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s FY 2022 No FEAR Act
report, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public
Law 107-174, Sec. 203(a) (as amended by Pub-
lic Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability.

EC-1130. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Labor, transmitting the Cor-
poration’s Semiannual Report to the Con-
gress for the period ending March 31, 2021; to
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability.

EC-1131. A letter from the Administrator,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s Semiannual Report to
Congress of the Office of Inspector General,
for the 6-month period ending March 31, 2023;
to the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability.

EC-1132. A letter from the President and
Chair, Board of Directors, Export-Import
Bank of the United States, transmitting the
Bank’s FY 2024 Annual Performance Plan
and FY 2024 Annual Performance Report to
Congress, pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 6356g(a); July
31, 1945, ch. 341, Sec. 8(a) (as amended by Pub-
lic Law 93-646, Sec. 10); (88 Stat. 2336) and 31
U.S.C. 1115(b); Public Law 111-352, Sec. 3; (124
Stat. 3867); to the Committee on Oversight
and Accountability.

EC-1133. A letter from the President and
Chair, Board of Directors, Export-Import
Bank of the United States, transmitting the
Bank’s FY 2022 No FEAR Act Report, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law 107-174,
Sec. 203(a) (as amended by Public Law 109-
435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-1134. A letter from the Director, Equal
Employment Opportunity and Inclusion,
Farm Credit Administration, transmitting
the Administration’s 2022 No FEAR Act Re-
port, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public
Law 107-174, Sec. 203(a) (as amended by Pub-
lic Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability.

EC-1135. A letter from the Director, Equal
Employment Opportunity and Inclusion,
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Farm Credit System Insurance Corporation,
transmitting the Corporation’s 2022 No Fear
Act Report, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note;
Public Law 107-174, Sec. 203(a) (as amended
by Public Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat.
3242); to the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability.

EC-1136. A letter from the Chairman, Fed-
eral Maritime Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s FY 2022 No FEAR Act report,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law
107-174, Sec. 203(a) (as amended by Public
Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability.

EC-1137. A letter from the Associate Ad-
ministrator for Legislative and Intergovern-
mental Affairs, National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s FY 2022 No FEAR Act Report,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law
107-174, Sec. 203(a) (as amended by Public
Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability.

EC-1138. A letter from the Director, Office
of Equal Employment Opportunity Pro-
grams, National Archives, transmitting the
Administration’s 2022 No FEAR Act Report,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law
107-174, Sec. 203(a) (as amended by Public
Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability.

EC-1139. A letter from the Chairman, Occu-
pational Safety and Health Review Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s 2022 No
FEAR Act Report, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301
note; Public Law 107-174, Sec. 203(a) (as
amended by Public Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f));
(120 Stat. 3242); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability.

EC-1140. A letter from the Chairman, U.S.
Merit Systems Protection Board, transmit-
ting the Board’s report ‘‘Perceptions of Pro-
hibited Personnel Practices: An Update”,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 1204(a)(3); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-1141. A letter from the Chairman,
United States International Trade Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s FY 2022
No FEAR Act Report, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
2301 note; Public Law 107-174, Sec. 203(a) (as
amended by Public Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f));
(120 Stat. 3242); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability.

EC-1142. A letter from the Chairman,
Board of Governors, United States Postal
Service, transmitting the Board’s Office of
Inspector General Semiannual Report to
Congress for the period October 1, 2022
through March 31, 2023; to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

EC-1143. A letter from the Secretary, Judi-
cial Conference of the United States, trans-
mitting the Conference’s Article III judge-
ship recommendations and draft imple-
menting legislation for the 118th Congress;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-1144. A letter from the Secretary, Judi-
cial Conference of the United States, trans-
mitting the Report of the Proceedings of the
Judicial Conference of the United States for
the 2022 calendar sessions; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

EC-1145. A letter from the Chair, United
States Sentencing Commission, transmitting
amendments to the federal sentencing guide-
lines, policy statements, and official com-
mentary, together with the reasons for
amendment, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 99%4(p);
Public Law 98-473, Sec. 217(a) (as amended by
Public Law 100-690, Sec. 7109); (102 Stat. 4419);
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-1146. A letter from the Secretary, Rail-
road Retirement Board, transmitting the
Congressional Justification of Budget Esti-
mates for Fiscal Year 2024 including the Per-
formance Plan for the year, pursuant to 31
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U.S.C. 1115(b); Public Law 111-352, Sec. 3; (124
Stat. 3867) and 45 U.S.C. 231f(f); Aug. 29, 1935,
ch. 812, Sec. 7(f) (as amended by Public Law
93-445, Sec. 416); (97 Stat. 436); jointly to the
Committees on Transportation and Infra-
structure, Appropriations, and Ways and
Means.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follow:

Mr. MCHENRY: Committee on Financial
Services. H.R. 3564. A bill to cancel recent
changes made by the Federal Housing Fi-
nance Agency to the up-front loan level pric-
ing adjustments charged by Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac for guarantee of single-family
mortgages, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. 118-103). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. GOODEN of Texas (for himself,
Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. TIFFANY, and Mr.
VAN DREW):

H.R. 3881. A bill to amend the Electronic
Fund Transfer Act to require the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve system to
prescribe regulations relating to network
competition in credit card transactions, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

By Ms. SEWELL (for herself, Mr. JOHN-
SON of Ohio, Mr. MRVAN, and Ms. VAN
DUYNE):

H.R. 3882. A bill to amend the Tariff Act of
1930 to improve the administration of anti-
dumping and countervailing duty laws, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. AMODEI:

H.R. 3883. A bill to nullify Public Land
Order No. 7921, withdrawing certain land in
the Railroad Valley of Nye County, Nevada,
from mineral entry; to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

By Mr. BURGESS (for himself, Mr.
DAvis of Illinois, and Mr. CARTER of
Georgia):

H.R. 3884. A bill to amend title XI of the
Public Health Service Act to reauthorize the
program providing for sickle cell disease and
other heritable blood disorders research, sur-
veillance, prevention, and treatment; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. CISCOMANI (for himself, Mr.
CRANE, Mrs. LESKO, Mr. SCHWEIKERT,
Mr. NEWHOUSE, and Mr. BAIRD):

H.R. 3885. A bill to amend the Energy Act
of 2020 to include copper as a critical min-
eral, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. SANTOS:

H.R. 3886. A bill to require Federal judges
and Federal prosecutors to submit quarterly
financial disclosures to the Judicial Con-
ference and the Attorney General; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. CRENSHAW:

H.R. 3887. A bill to amend title III of the
Public Health Service Act to reauthorize the
program of payments to children’s hospitals
that operate graduate medical education
programs, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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By Mr. BAIRD:

H.R. 3888. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to strengthen benefits for chil-
dren of Vietnam veterans born with spina
bifida, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. BANKS (for himself, Mr.
MOOLENAAR, Mr. WITTMAN, Mr.
WALTZ, and Mr. LAMBORN):

H.R. 3889. A bill to expand the prohibition
on funding for international institutions of
higher education that host Confucius Insti-
tutes and remove the authority to waive the
prohibition; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Ms. BROWNLEY:

H.R. 3890. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent the ex-
clusion from gross income of discharge of
qualified principal residence indebtedness; to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. BROWNLEY:

H.R. 3891. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent the de-
duction for mortgage insurance premiums;
to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. BURGESS (for himself and Mr.
TORRES of New York):

H.R. 3892. A bill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to make permanent the
State plan amendment option to provide
medical assistance for certain individuals
who are patients in certain institutions for
mental diseases, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. BURLISON (for himself, Mr.
NEHLS, Mr. PERRY, Mr. OGLES, and
Ms. HAGEMAN):

H.R. 3893. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to limit the preference for Am-
trak using rail lines, junctions, and crossings
near ports and rail yards, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure.

By Mr. CARBAJAL (for himself, Mr.
NUNN of Iowa, Mr. CARDENAS, Ms.
MACE, Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER, and
Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina):

H.R. 3894. A bill to amend the Animal Wel-
fare Act to prohibit commercial greyhound
racing, live lure training, and open field
coursing, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

By Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER (for her-
self and Ms. BONAMICI):

H.R. 3895. A Dbill to authorize major med-
ical facility projects for the Department of
Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 2023, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. COHEN (for himself and Mr.
DESAULNIER):

H.R. 3896. A bill to establish an airport in-
frastructure resilience pilot program; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Mr. COHEN:

H.R. 3897. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to establish minimum dimen-
sions for seats on passenger aircraft, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. CRANE (for himself, Mrs. MIL-
LER of Illinois, and Ms. MACE):

H.R. 3898. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to require, as a condition of ap-
proval under the educational assistance pro-
grams of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, that educational institutions make
available to eligible persons and veterans
digital copies of official transcripts; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Ms. DELAURO (for herself, Ms.
DELBENE, Mr. TORRES of New York,
Ms. BonaMICI, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Ms. JACOBS, Ms. VELAZQUEZ,
Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mrs. WATSON
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COLEMAN, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. MULLIN,
Ms. CHU, Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. GOMEZ,
Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Ms.
TITUS, Mr. BOWMAN, Ms. OCASIO-COR-
TEZ, Mr. SWALWELL, Ms. TOKUDA, Ms.
BALINT, Mr. TONKO, Mr. NADLER, Ms.
MOORE of Wisconsin, Ms. SCANLON,
Mr. PANETTA, Ms. DEAN of Pennsyl-
vania, Ms. HOYLE of Oregon, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. MORELLE, Ms.
PINGREE, Ms. NORTON, Mr. HUFFMAN,
Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. Fos-
TER, Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, Mr.
PoCAN, Mr. DOGGETT, Mrs. MCCLEL-
LAN, Mr. KILDEE, Ms. MENG, Ms.
BUDZINSKI, Mr. HIGGINS of New York,
Mr. GARCIA of Illinois, Mr. MAG-
AZINER, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. VEASEY, Mr.
EVANS, Mr. NORCROSS, Mr.
DESAULNIER, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. KiMm
of New Jersey, Mr. JOHNSON of Geor-
gia, Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California,
Ms. Ross, Ms. LEE of California, Ms.
OMAR, Mr. FrROST, Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
DAvis of Illinois, Mr. CASAR, Mrs.
FOUSHEE, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Ms.
KELLY of Illinois, Mr. MCGARVEY, Mr.
GREEN of Texas, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Ms. UNDERWOOD, Mr. GOLDMAN of New
York, Ms. BUSH, Mr. CASTEN, Ms. LEE
of Pennsylvania, Mr. CARDENAS, Ms.
SANCHEZ, Mr. DELUZIO, Mr. SHERMAN,
Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr. VARGAS,
Ms. SEWELL, Ms. STRICKLAND, Mr.
HORSFORD, Mr. SMITH of Washington,
Mr. THANEDAR, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr.
KILMER, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. PALLONE,
Ms. KUSTER, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr.
LYNCH, Mr. KEATING, Ms. JAYAPAL,
Mr. LANDSMAN, Mr. SARBANES, Mrs.
PELTOLA, Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Flor-
ida, Mr. PASCRELL, Ms. STANSBURY,
Mrs. HAYES, Ms. SCHRIER, Ms.
WATERS, Mr. CARSON, Mr. IVEY, Mr.
BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms.
PLASKETT, Mr. SoTO, Ms. SLOTKIN,
Mrs. SYKES, Ms. STEVENS, Mr. LAR-
SEN of Washington, Ms. PORTER, Ms.
CRAIG, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms.
PETTERSEN, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr.
MOSKOWITZ, Mr. NICKEL, Ms. PELOSI,
Mr. KHANNA, Mr. CLEAVER, Ms.
CROCKETT, Ms. WEXTON, Ms. SALINAS,
Mr. PHILLIPS, Mr. MOULTON, Mr.
SABLAN, Mr. CARTER of Louisiana,
Ms. BROWN, Mr. SORENSEN, Mrs.
MCBATH, Mr. TRONE, Ms. McCOLLUM,
Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. CASTRO of Texas,
Mrs. FLETCHER, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr.
CARBAJAL, Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ,
Ms. TLAIB, Mr. BEYER, Mrs. TRAHAN,
Mr. HIMES, Mr. COSTA, Ms. ESCOBAR,
Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. RUPPERS-
BERGER, Mr. JEFFRIES, Ms. ESHOO,
Mr. BIsHOP of Georgia, Mr. SCOTT of
Virginia, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. QUIGLEY,
Mr. GALLEGO, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER,
Mr. DAvis of North Carolina, Mr.
CLYBURN, Mr. AGUILAR, Ms. CLARK of
Massachusetts, Ms. SCHOLTEN, Ms.
ADAMS, Ms. SHERRILL, Mr. JACKSON of
Illinois, Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mrs.
RAMIREZ, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. MEEKS, Mrs. TORRES of
California, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr.
MFUME, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. VASQUEZ,
Ms. WILD, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. MRVAN,
Mr. TAKANO, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr.
HOYER, Mr. CASE, Mr. CORREA, Mr.
CrROW, Mr. CUELLAR, Ms. DEGETTE,
Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr. LIEU, Mr. RYAN,
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr.
GOTTHEIMER, Mr. COHEN, Mr. RUIZ,
Mr. JACKSON of North Carolina, Mr.
PAPPAS, Mr. PETERS, Mr. VICENTE
GONZALEZ of Texas, Mr. NEGUSE, Ms.
PEREZ, Mr. AUCHINCLOSS, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. CARAVEO, Ms.
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MANNING, Ms. SPANBERGER, Mr. BERA,
Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms. LEE of Nevada,
Ms. PRESSLEY, and Mr. ALLRED):

H.R. 3899. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a refundable
child tax credit with monthly advance pay-
ment; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. DELUZIO:

H.R. 3900. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to establish certain rights for
spouses of members of the uniformed serv-
ices; to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. DONALDS (for himself, Mrs.
LUNA, and Ms. GREENE of Georgia):

H.R. 3901. A bill to establish procedures to
reduce agency funding for failure to comply
with lawfully issued congressional sub-
poenas, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Rules, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability, for
a period to be subsequently determined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. ESPAILLAT:

H.R. 3902. A bill to amend the Department
of Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 to
provide for a set-aside for socially disadvan-
taged farmers and ranchers for grants to sup-
port urban agriculture and innovative pro-
duction, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

By Mr. ESPAILLAT:

H.R. 3903. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to enhance the adminis-
trative and judiciary process for SNAP re-
tailers; to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. FEENSTRA (for himself and
Ms. CRAIG):

H.R. 3904. A bill to amend the Federal Crop
Insurance Act to promote crop insurance
support for beginning farmers and ranchers,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Agriculture.

By Mr. FEENSTRA (for himself and
Mr. NUNN of Iowa):

H.R. 3905. A bill to amend the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990
to reauthorize the Genome to Phenome Ini-
tiative, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

By Mr. FERGUSON (for himself, Mrs.
MILLER of West Virginia, Mr.
FEENSTRA, and Mr. KUSTOFF):

H.R. 3906. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish special rules
for capital gains invested in rural oppor-
tunity zones; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida (for
herself and Mr. WILSON of South
Carolina):

H.R. 3907. A bill to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to authorize appropria-
tions for certain cooperative projects among
the United States, Israel, and developing
countries, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. GARAMENDI (for himself, Ms.
TLAIB, and Ms. BROWNLEY):

H.R. 3908. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to prohibit tax-exempt sta-
tus for professional sports leagues; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. GARCIA of Illinois (for himself
and Mr. FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 3909. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to restrict an air carrier from
operating certain aircraft in all-cargo air
transportation without meeting certain re-
quirements for intrusion resistance, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. GROTHMAN (for himself and
Mrs. DINGELL):

H.R. 3910. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to give a preference, with
respect to project grants for preventive
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health services, for States that allow all
trained individuals to carry and administer
epinephrine, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. KEATING (for himself, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Mr. QUIGLEY, and Ms.
KAPTUR):

H.R. 3911. A bill to provide for adjustment
of status of nationals of Ukraine, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. KILDEE (for himself, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Ms. SLOTKIN, Ms. SEWELL,
Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, and Mr.
EVANS):

H.R. 3912. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make the health cov-
erage tax credit permanent; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. KUSTOFF (for himself, Ms.
STEFANIK, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr.
STAUBER, and Mr. CUELLAR):

H.R. 3913. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to penalize false communica-
tions to cause an emergency response, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. LYNCH:

H.R. 3914. A bill to prohibit the use of cer-
tain concentration limit exceptions applica-
ble to mergers involving a failed bank if
there are other qualifying bids, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

By Mr. McCCORMICK:

H.R. 3915. A bill to improve the National
Weather Service’s forecasting of turbulence
and acquisition of aviation weather data,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology.

By Mr. MORELLE (for himself and Mr.
FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 3916. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to reauthorize and im-
prove the National Breast and Cervical Can-
cer Early Detection Program for fiscal years
2024 through 2028, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. NEGUSE (for himself and Mr.
MANN):

H.R. 3917. A bill to require the Secretary of
Commerce to establish the National Manu-
facturing Advisory Council within the De-
partment of Commerce, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Mr. NEGUSE:

H.R. 3918. A Dbill to reauthorize the Upper
Colorado and San Juan River Basin endan-
gered fish and threatened fish recovery im-
plementation programs; to the Committee
on Natural Resources.

By Mr. NEHLS (for himself, Mr. SES-
SIONS, Mr. TIFFANY, Mr. DONALDS,
and Mr. VAN DREW):

H.R. 3919. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to limit the ability to
take into account the mental health of an
applicant for asylum; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. NEHLS:

H.R. 3920. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Homeland Security to prioritize the removal
of certain aliens, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. PASCRELL (for himself, Mr.
BEYER, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. NADLER,
Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr. BOWMAN, Ms.
NORTON, and Mr. RASKIN):

H.R. 3921. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to facilitate information shar-
ing between helicopter operators and the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration regarding helicopter noise com-
plaints, to establish additional requirements
on individuals and entities that register a
helicopter, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.
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By Ms. PEREZ (for herself, Mr. MANN,
Ms. CARAVEO, and Mrs. CHAVEZ-
DEREMER):

H.R. 3922. A bill to authorize the Secretary
of Agriculture to carry out an initiative to
develop, expand, and improve rural
childcare, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. POCAN (for himself, Ms.
PRESSLEY, Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia,
Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Ms. CHU, Mr.
CARTER of Louisiana, Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN, Ms. JAYAPAL, and Ms. NOR-
TON):

H.R. 3923. A bill to establish State-Federal
partnerships to provide students the oppor-
tunity to attain higher education at in-State
public institutions of higher education with-
out debt, to provide Federal Pell Grant eligi-
bility to DREAMer students, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

By Mr. ROY (for himself, Mr.
BRECHEEN, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr.
NORMAN, and Mr. POSEY):

H.R. 3924. A bill to prohibit the Secretary
of State from issuing a passport, passport
card, or Consular Report of Birth Abroad
that includes the unspecified (X) gender des-
ignation, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. SALAZAR (for herself, Ms.
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr. KiM of New Jer-
sey, Mrs. GONZALEZ-COLON, Mr.
WALTZ, Mr. KILMER, Mr. KILDEE, Mrs.
CAMMACK, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr.
GIMENEZ, and Mr. PALLONE):

H.R. 3925. A bill to direct the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration to es-
tablish a grant program to fund youth fish-
ing projects; to the Committee on Natural
Resources. .

By Ms. SANCHEZ (for herself, Mr.
COHEN, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr.
CARDENAS, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms.
NORTON, and Ms. PINGREE):

H.R. 3926. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to improve social security
benefits for widows and widowers in two-in-
come households; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY (for herself and
Ms. DELAURO):

H.R. 3927. A bill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to establish
the Office of Food Safety Reassessment, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mr. SCHIFF:

H.R. 3928. A bill to amend the Federal De-
posit Insurance Act to permit an insured de-
pository institution to elect to have a higher
standard maximum  deposit insurance
amount applicable to commercial deposits of
the institution and to require higher assess-
ments of such an institution, to amend the
Federal Credit Union Act to provide a simi-
lar program for insured credit unions, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

By Ms. TENNEY:

H.R. 3929. A bill to amend title 40, United
States Code, to include Wyoming County in
the region covered by the Northern Border
Regional Commission, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure, and in addition to the
Committee on Financial Services, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. TIFFANY (for himself, Mr.
OGLES, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr. PERRY,
Mr. FITZGERALD, Mr. BANKS, Mr.
JACKSON of Texas, and Mr. VAN
ORDEN):
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H.R. 3930. A bill to amend the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act to re-
quire schools to offer flavored milk under
the school lunch program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and
the Workforce.

By Mr. TORRES of New York:

H.R. 3931. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to expand the definition of
school zone, to prohibit the transfer and pos-
session of ghost guns, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. TURNER:

H.R. 3932. A bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2024 for intelligence and
intelligence related activities of the United
States Government, the Community Man-
agement Account, and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Retirement and Disability
System, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Intelligence (Permanent Select).

By Mr. VAN ORDEN:

H.R. 3933. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to authorize representatives of
veterans service organizations to promote
certain benefits available to veterans in the
course of preseparation counseling under the
Transition Assistance program of the De-
partment of Defense, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Armed Services, and in
addition to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Ms. WEXTON (for herself, Ms.
SALAZAR, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. BEYER, and
Mr. CONNOLLY):

H.R. 3934. A bill to designate residents of
the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region as
Priority 2 refugees of special humanitarian
concern, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and in addition to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Ms. GREENE of Georgia:

H. Res. 477. A resolution authorizing and
directing the Committee on the Judiciary to
investigate whether sufficient grounds exist
for the impeachment of Secretary of Home-
land Security Alejandro Mayorkas; to the
Committee on Rules.

By Mr. AMODET:

H. Res. 478. A resolution expressing dis-
approval of the withdrawal by the Secretary
of the Interior of approximately 22,684 acres
of Bureau of Land Management lands in the
Railroad Valley of Nye County, Nevada, from
all forms of mineral entry under United
States law, subject to valid existing rights;
to the Committee on Natural Resources, and
in addition to the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. GAETZ (for himself and Mr.
BISHOP of North Carolina):

H. Res. 479. A resolution censuring Rep-
resentative Bennie Thompson; to the Com-
mittee on Ethics.

By Ms. LEE of California (for herself,
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mrs.
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Mrs. BEATTY,
Mr. PAYNE, Mr. BOWMAN, Ms. NORTON,
and Ms. CLARKE of New York):

H. Res. 480. A resolution recognizing the
significance of National Caribbean American
Heritage Month; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability.

By Mr. MOORE of Utah (for himself,
Ms. KUSTER, Mr. PAPPAS, Mr. GALLA-
GHER, and Mr. SMITH of New Jersey):

H. Res. 481. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that
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BridgeUSA exchange programs are vital to
the economy and national interests of the
United States, and that Congress should
prioritize robust support to ensure equitable
opportunities for Americans and people from
other countries; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.
By Mr. STRONG (for himself, Mr.
GREEN of Tennessee, Mr. D’ESPOSITO,
Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr. TONY GONZALES of
Texas, Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, Mr.
EZELL, Mr. LUTTRELL, Mr. BRECHEEN,
Mr. GUEST, and Mr. LALOTA):

H. Res. 482. A resolution commending
United States Border Patrol Chief Raul L.
Ortiz on his retirement after 32 years of pub-
lic service; to the Committee on Homeland
Security.

By Mr. TORRES of New York (for him-

self, Mr. GOMEZ, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
ESPAILLAT, Ms. BARRAGAN, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr.

CARDENAS, Mr. CORREA, Mr. COSTA,
Ms. LEE of California, Mr. McGoV-
ERN, Mr. VARGAS, Ms. CLARKE of New
York, Mr. GALLEGO, Ms. CARAVEO,
Ms. SANCHEZ, Mr. VEASEY, Ms. MENG,
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms. BONAMICI,
Mr. NEGUSE, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr.
GARCIA of Illinois, Ms. MATSUI, Ms.
ESCOBAR, Mrs. MCBATH, Ms. CASTOR
of Florida, Ms. CHU, Ms. TOKUDA, Ms.
TITUS, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. BOWMAN, Mr.
CARSON, and Ms. WILLIAMS of Geor-
gia):

H. Res. 483. A resolution recognizing the
month of June 2023 as ‘“‘Immigrant Heritage
Month‘‘, a celebration of the accomplish-
ments and contributions of immigrants and
their children in making the United States a
healthier, safer, more diverse, prosperous
country, and acknowledging the importance
of immigrants and their children to the fu-
ture successes of the United States; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN (for her-
self, Ms. CLARKE of New York, and
Ms. KELLY of Illinois):

H. Res. 484. A resolution addressing the
hardships and disparities faced by Black
women in order to encourage more inclusive
policymaking; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted
to Congress in the Constitution to
enact the accompanying bill or joint
resolution and (2) the single subject of
the bill or joint resolution.

By Mr. GOODEN of Texas:

H.R. 3881.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Constitutional authority on which
this bill rests is the power of Congress to lay
and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and ex-
cises to pay the debts and provide for the
common Defefense and general welfare of the
United States, as enumerated in Article I,
Section 8, Clause 1. Thus, Congress has the
authority not only to increase taxes, but
also, to reduce taxes to promote the general
welfare of the United States of America and
her citizens. Additionally Congress has the

The single subject of this legislation is:

This legislation seeks to address consolida-
tion into the United States credit card net-
work market.The bill serves as a solution to
issues arising under U.S. antitrust laws, spe-
cifically equal and fair marketcompetition.
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By Ms. SEWELL:

H.R. 3882.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

The single subject of this legislation is:

Improving trade enforcement laws

By Mr. AMODET:

H.R. 3883.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority on which this
blll rests is the power of Congress to make
all rules and regulations respecting property
belonging to the United States under Article
IV, Section 3, Clause 2.

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill nullifies Land Order No. 7921,
which withdrew federal land in Railroad Val-
ley, Nevada, from mineral entry.

By Mr. BURGESS:

H.R. 3884.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend title XI of the Pubtic Health
Service Act to reauthorize the program pro-
viding for sickle cell disease and other heri-
table blood disorders research, surveillance,
and prevention, and treatment.

By Mr. CISCOMANTI:

H.R. 3885.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

The single subject of this legislation is
Copper’s official designation on the USGS’
list of critical minerals

By Mr. SANTOS:

H.R. 3886.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

US Constitution, Article 1 Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To require Federal judges and Federal
prosecutors to submit quarterly financial
disclosures to the Judicial Conference and
the Attorney General.

By Mr. CRENSHAW:

H.R. 3887.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Section 8 of article I of the Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To reauthorize funding for children’s hos-
pitals graduate medical education.

By Mr. BAIRD:

H.R. 3888.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Art. I, Sec. 8. Clause 1: The Congress shall
have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties,
Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and
provide for the common Defence and general
Welfare of the United States; but all Duties,
Imposts and Excises shall be uniform
throughout the United States;

The single subject of this legislation is:

To strengthen existing benefits for certain
descendants of veterans exposed to herbicide
agents.

By Mr. BANKS:

H.R. 3889.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority of Congress
to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, section 8 of the United States Constitu-
tion, specifically clause 18 (relating to the
power to make all laws necessary and proper
for carrying out the powers vested in Con-
gress).

The single subject of this legislation is:

Confucius Institutes

By Ms. BROWNLEY:

H.R. 3890.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Amendment XVI

The single subject of this legislation is:

Mortgage Debt Tax Forgiveness

By Ms. BROWNLEY:

H.R. 3891.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Amendment XVI

The single subject of this legislation is:

Mortgage Insurance Tax Deduction

By Mr. BURGESS:

H.R. 3892.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To make permanent the State plan amend-
ment option to provide medical assistance
for certain individuals who are patients in
certain institutions for mental diseases and
for other purposes

By Mr. BURLISON:

H.R. 3893.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

The bill relates to transportation, specifi-
cally commuter rail passenger transpor-
tation and freight transportation

By Mr. CARBAJAL:

H.R. 3894.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Animal Protection

By Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER:

H.R. 3895.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

The single subject of this legislation is:

To authorize major medical facility
projects for the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for fiscal year 2023, and for other pur-
poses

By Mr. COHEN:

H.R. 3896.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Aviation

By Mr. COHEN:

H.R. 3897.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Aviation

By Mr. CRANE:

H.R. 3898.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Veteran Affairs

By Ms. DELAURO:

H.R. 3899.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article of the U.S. Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

to make an expanded and improved Child
Tax Credit permanent.

By Mr. DELUZIO:

H.R. 3900.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

Uniformed Services Employment and Re-
employment Rights
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By Mr. DONALDS:

H.R. 3901.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Art 1, Sec 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To establish procedures to reduce agency
funding for failure to comply with lawfully
issued congressional subpoenas, and for
other purposes.

By Mr. ESPAILLAT:

H.R. 3902.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1

The Congress shall have Power to . .
vide for the
United States; . . .

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill would create a set aside in the
UAIP grant for Socially Disadvantaged
Farmers and Ranchers

By Mr. ESPAILLAT:

H.R. 3903.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1

The Congress shall have Power to . . . pro-
vide for the general Welfare of the
United States; . . .

The single subject of this legislation is:

This would expand due process for SNAP
retailers that are accused of trafficking ben-
efits

. pro-
general Welfare of the

By Mr. FEENSTRA:

H.R. 3904.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Federal Crop Insurance Act
to promote crop insurance support for Begin-
ning and Veteran Farmers and Ranchers, and
for other purposes.

By Mr. FEENSTRA:

H.R. 3905.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Food, Agriculture, Conserva-
tion, and Trade Act of 1990 to reauthorize the
Genome to Phenome Initiative

By Mr. FERGUSON:

H.R. 3906.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1 of section 8 of article I of the Con-
stitution, to ‘‘provide for the common de-
fense and general welfare of the United
States.”

The single subject of this legislation is:

Establishes special rules for capital gains
invested in rural opportunity zones.

By Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida:

H.R. 3907.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

U.S.-Israel international development co-
operation

By Mr. GARAMENDI:

H.R. 3908.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 of the U.S.
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Taxation .

By Mr. GARCIA of Illinois:

H.R. 3909.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 3 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
U.S. Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

This legislation will restrict an air carrier
from operating certain aircraft in all-cargo
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air transportation without meeting certain
requirments for intrusion resistance.
By Mr. GROTHMAN:

H.R. 3910.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section VIII

The single subject of this legislation is:

Health

By Mr. KEATING:

H.R. 3911.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Section 1 Article 8 of the U.S. Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

This legislation would adjust the status of
eligible Ukrainian nationals who were pa-
roled into the United States after 2014.

By Mr. KILDEE:

H.R. 3912.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Taxation

By Mr. KUSTOFF:

H.R. 3913.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant following:

Under Article I, Section 8, the Necessary
and Proper Clause. Congress shall have
power to make all laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing powers and all Powers
vested by this Constitution in the Govern-
ment of the United States, or in any Depart-
ment of Officer thereof.

The single subject of this legislation is:

This legislation would penalize false com-
munications intending to cause an emer-
gency response.

By Mr. LYNCH:

H.R. 3914.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3

The single subject of this legislation is:

To prohibit the use of certain concentra-
tion limit exceptions applicable to mergers
involving a failed bank if there are other
qualifying bids, and for other purposes

By Mr. MCCORMICK:

H.R. 3915.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Aviation Weather Data

By Mr. MORELLE:

H.R. 3916.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Pursuant to clause 7 of Rule XII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, the
following statement is submitted regarding
the specific powers granted to Congress in
the Constitution to enact the accompanying
bill or joint resolution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Healthcare

By Mr. NEGUSE:

H.R. 3917.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Establish a National Manufacturing Advi-
sory Council.

By Mr. NEGUSE:

H.R. 3918.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Reauthorize endangered and threatened
fish recovery programs.

By Mr. NEHLS:

H.R. 3919.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

The Asylum Claims Improvement Act
would prevent judges from taking the mental
health of an alien into account when consid-
ering these criminal individuals’ asylum
claims or whether to withhold their removal
by amending Section 208(b)(2) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act to add a ‘‘Men-
tal Health Consideration.”

By Mr. NEHLS:

H.R. 3920.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

The Prioritizing the Removal of Migrants
Act would codify a 2017 Executive Order
signed by President Trump, in order to limit
this prosecutorial discretion and ensure the
faithful execution of the immigration laws of
the United States against all removable
aliens.

By Mr. PASCRELL:

H.R. 3921.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1

The single subject of this legislation is:

Reducing helicopter noise

By Ms. PEREZ:

H.R. 3922.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I of the US Consitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

childcare

By Mr. POCAN:

H.R. 3923.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To establish a state-federal partnership to
reduce the cost of college for students en-
rolled in certian higher education institu-
tions.

By Mr. ROY:

H.R. 3924.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant following:

Article 1, Section 8.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Prohibits the Department of State from
issuing a passport, passport card, or Con-
sular Report of Birth Abroad with an unspec-
ified (X) gender designation.

By Ms. SALAZAR:

H.R. 3925.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

Youth Fishing

By Ms. SANCHEZ:

H.R. 3926.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill increases Social Security benefits
for widows or widowers in two-income house
establishing an alternative method to cal-
culate survivors benefits based on combined
household benefit amounts.

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY:

H.R. 3927.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3: The Congress
shall have Power . . . To regulate Commerce
with foreign Nations, and among the several
States, and with the Indian Tribes.

The single subject of this legislation is:
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To amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act to establish the Office of Food
Safety Reassessment, and for other purposes.

By Mr. SCHIFF:

H.R. 3928.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Banking

By Ms. TENNEY:

H.R. 3929.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Add Wyoming County, NY to the Northern
Border Regional Commission

By Mr. TIFFANY:

H.R. 3930.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill ensures flavored milk remains
available to students in school.

By Mr. TORRES of New York:

H.R. 3931.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Expand the definition of school zones and
prohibit the transfer and possession of ghost
guns.

By Mr. TURNER:

H.R. 3932.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Among other powers, those vested in Con-
gress pursuant to Article I, Section 8 to: Pro-
vide for the common defense and general
welfare for the United States; Regulate com-
merce; and Make all laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into execution
Congress’s other powers as provided under
that Article.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2024 for intelligence and intelligence related
activities of the United States Government,
the Community Management Account, and
the Central Intelligence Agency Retirement
and Disability System, and for other pur-
poses.

By Mr. VAN ORDEN:

H.R. 3933.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8: to make all Laws
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers,
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States,
or any Department or Officer thereof.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To authorize representatives of veterans
service organizations to promote member-
ship in such organizations in the course of
pre-separation counseling under the Transi-
tion Assistance program.

By Ms. WEXTON:

H.R. 3934.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clauses 11-16.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Provides Priority 2 (P-2) refugee status for
ethnic Uyghurs and others who are suffering
from arbitrary arrest, mass detention, and
political and religious persecution by the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China (PRC).

————
ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:
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H.R. 38: Ms. GREENE of Georgia.

H.R. 41: Mr. BUCHANAN.

H.R. 329: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia.

H.R. 415: Ms. PRESSLEY and Ms. BONAMICI.

H.R. 537: Ms. DE LA CrRUZ, Mr. ELLZEY, and
Mr. KiM of New Jersey.

H.R. 541: Mr. FEENSTRA and Mr. CRAWFORD.

H.R. 549: Ms. PETTERSEN, Mr. STEUBE, Mr.
PASCRELL, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. KAMLAGER-
DOVE, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, and Mrs. MCBATH.

H.R. 556: Mr. BARR.

H.R. 568: Mrs. MCCLELLAN.

H.R. 615: Mr. HARRIS.

H.R. 621: Mr. MOSKOWITZ.

H.R. 630: Ms. OMAR.

H.R. 679: Mr. TONKO.

H.R. 707: Ms. SALINAS.

H.R. 708: Ms. SALINAS.

H.R. 714: Mr. BISHOP of Georgia.

H.R. 744: Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER and Mr.
MAGAZINER.

H.R. 790: Mr. BisHOP of North Carolina, Mr.
SIMPSON, Mr. GALLAGHER, Mr. NORMAN, Mr.
PFLUGER, and Ms. STEFANIK.

H.R. 804: Mr. BARR.

H.R. 807: Ms. MENG.

H.R. 895: Ms. CRAIG, Mr. KILMER, Mr.
GOTTHEIMER, Mr. MRVAN, and Mr. TRONE.

H.R. 902: Ms. WILD and Mr. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania.

H.R. 911: Mr. KILDEE.

H.R. 913: Ms. SCANLON.

H.R. 939: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia.

H.R. 955: Mr. ROGERS of Alabama and Mrs.
K1M of California.

H.R. 987: Mr. WILLIAMS of New York, Mr.
KEAN of New Jersey, Mr. MOORE of Utah, Mr.
D’ESPOSITO, Mr. BERGMAN, Mr. NUNN of Iowa,
and Mr. JOYCE of Ohio.

H.R. 1096: Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. MCCAUL,
Mrs. MCBATH, Mr. JACKSON of North Caro-
lina, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr. GRIJALVA,
Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. MOLINARO, Mr. TAKANO,
Ms. WEXTON, Mrs. LUNA, and Mr. DAVIS of
North Carolina.

H.R. 1105: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.

H.R. 1122: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Mr.
VALADAO, Mr. SELF, and Mr.
RESCHENTHALER.

H.R. 1139: Mr. MCGARVEY, Mr. HIMES, Mrs.
LESKO, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. AUCHINCLOSS, Ms.
SALINAS, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. GOLD-
EN of Maine, and Ms. HAGEMAN.

H.R. 1269: Mr. RASKIN.

H.R. 1276: Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana and Mr.
POSEY.

H.R. 1290:

H.R. 139:

H.R. 1403:

H.R. 1450:

H.R. 1477:

H.R. 1478:

H.R. 1483:

H.R. 1510:

H.R. 1572:

Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.

STAUBER.

SMITH of New Jersey.
WEXTON.

SALINAS.

CARL.

CARDENAS.
SCHAKOWSKY.

LYNCH.

Mr. DUNN of Florida.

H.R. 1623: Mr. STAUBER.

H.R. 1624: Mr. THOMPSON of California and
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN.

H.R. 1668: Mr. QUIGLEY.

H.R. 1674: Mr. BACON.

H.R. 1698: Mr. VASQUEZ, Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Mr. SoTO, Mr.
SCHIFF, Mr. GARCIA of Illinois, Mr. RUPPERS-
BERGER, and Mr. LARSEN of Washington.

H.R. 1742: Ms. MANNING.

H.R. 1767: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY and Mr. Bow-
MAN.

H.R. 1770: Mr. VEASEY and Mr. RUTHER-
FORD.

H.R. 1777: Ms. STEVENS, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr.
DAvVIS of North Carolina, Mr. WEBER of
Texas, Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, Mr. HUDSON,
Mr. WALTZ, Mr. TRONE, and Mr. COLE.

H.R. 1788: Mrs. HAYES.

H.R. 1801: Ms. ESHOO.

H.R. 1833: Mr. CORREA, Mr. BEYER, and Ms.
OMAR.

H.R. 1838: Mr. CORREA.



H2782

H.R. 1839: Ms. STRICKLAND and Mr. COURT-
NEY.

H.R. 2423: Mr. KELLY of Mississippi and Mr.
CRAWFORD.

H.R. 2451: Mr. WOMACK, Mr. JOHNSON of
Louisiana, and Mrs. HOUCHIN.

H.R. 2560: Mr. GARBARINO, Mr. SOoTO, Ms.
DELBENE, Mrs. GONZALEZ-COLON, and Ms.
MACE.

H.R. 2601: Mr. MORAN.

H.R. 2727: Mr. KILMER.

H.R. 2766: Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr.
WILSON of South Carolina, Ms. SLOTKIN, Mr.
IssA, Mr. CALVERT, Ms. MANNING, Mr.
GOTTHEIMER, Mr. BALDERSON, Mr. FEENSTRA,
and Mr. GIMENEZ.

H.R. 2814: Mr. CLINE.

H.R. 2855: Mr.
MOSKOWITZ.

H.R. 2874: Ms. ESCOBAR and Ms. MANNING.

H.R. 2891: Mr. QUIGLEY, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr.
PHILLIPS, Ms. SCANLON, Mr. ALLRED, and Mr.
GOLDEN of Maine.

H.R. 2935: Ms. TITUS.

H.R. 2939: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY.

H.R. 2955: Ms. VAN DUYNE and Ms. WILD.

H.R. 3018: Ms. SEWELL, Ms. TLAIB, Ms.
MOORE of Wisconsin, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms.
OMAR, Ms. STRICKLAND, Mr. THOMPSON of
Mississippi, and Mr. IVEY.

H.R. 3038: Ms. STRICKLAND, Ms. CLARKE of
New York, Ms. CARAVEO, Mr. QUIGLEY, and
Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

H.R. 3039: Ms. HAGEMAN.

H.R. 3074: Ms. BARRAGAN.

H.R. 3080: Mr. SARBANES.

H.R. 3093: Mr. TAKANO.

H.R. 3099: Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER.

H.R. 3108: Ms. SALINAS.

H.R. 3185: Mr. PERRY, Mr. CISCOMANI, and
Mr. MASSIE.

H.R. 3194: Ms. KUSTER and Mr. MFUME.

H.R. 3202: Ms. LEE of Nevada.

GRIJALVA and Mr.
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H.R. 3212: Mr. HARRIS.

H.R. 3216: Ms. DE LA CRUZ. 3

H.R. 3226: Ms. CRAIG, Ms. BARRAGAN, and
Ms. CASTOR of Florida.

H.R. 3246: Mr. HIGGINS of New York.
. 3259: Mr. COHEN.
3328: Mr. WESTERMAN.
. 3329: Mr. WESTERMAN.
. 3331: Ms. WILD and Mr. MOLINARO.
3357: Mr. C. ScoTT FRANKLIN of Flor-

e
o

. 3373: Mr. GARAMENDI.
3383: Mr. BOWMAN and Mr. NUNN of
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.R. 3405: Mr. JACKSON of Texas.

H.R. 3413: Mr. SMITH of Missouri, Mrs.
PELTOLA, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr.
AUCHINCLOSS, Mr. MEUSER, Mr. SESSIONS, and
Ms. BROWNLEY.

H.R. 3416: Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. POCAN,
and Mr. ALLRED.

H.R. 3507: Mr. FITZPATRICK and Ms. FOXX.

H.R. 3541: Mr. AMODEI, Mr. GOTTHEIMER,
Mr. DAvis of Illinois, Ms. Ro0Sss, Mr.
SWALWELL, Mr. STEUBE, and Mr. LUTTRELL.

H.R. 3561: Mr. CARTER of Georgia.

H.R. 3583: Ms. DELBENE, Ms. ROSS, Mr.
LEVIN, and Ms. SEWELL.

H.R. 3608: Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California,
Ms. SANCHEZ, and Mr. PANETTA.

H.R. 3616: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr.
SCHIFF, and Mr. KHANNA.

H.R. 3639: Mr. LANDSMAN.

H.R. 3655: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 3660: Mr. MAGAZINER and Mr. McGoOV-
ERN.

H.R. 3671: Mr. LAWLER, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mrs.
NAPOLITANO, and Ms. KUSTER.

H.R. 3711: Mr. D’ESPOSITO.

H.R. 3721: Mr. SMITH of Nebraska.

H.R. 3774: Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr. YAKYM, Mr.
GOODEN of Texas, Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. SCHIFF,
Mr. GARBARINO, Mr. BERGMAN, Mr. ALFORD,
Mr. MOORE of Utah, and Mr. VAN DREW.
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H.R. 3792: Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. GARBARINO, Ms.
STEVENS, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr.
ALFORD, Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. BISHOP of Geor-
gia, Ms. LEE of Florida, Mr. HUDSON, Mr.
WALTZ, Mr. KEATING, Mr. MOORE of Utah, and
Mr. NORMAN.

H.R. 3817: Mr. KILMER, Mr. CARBAJAL, Ms.
JACOBS, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. SMITH of
Washington, and Ms. SEWELL.

H.R. 3829: Mr. BLUMENAUER.

H.R. 3847: Mr. VARGAS and Mr. THANEDAR.

H.R. 3848: Mr. BILIRAKIS.

H.R. 3850: Mr. AUCHINCLOSS, Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN, and Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI.

H.R. 3860: Ms. JAYAPAL.

H.R. 3873: Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK.

H.R. 3880: Ms. NORTON.

H.J. Res. 52: Mr. MORELLE.

H.J. Res. 61: Mr. CLINE.

H.J. Res. 66: Mr. ARMSTRONG, Mr. JOHNSON
of South Dakota, Mr. GROTHMAN, and Ms.
HAGEMAN.

H. Res. 1564: Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

H. Res. 219: Ms. Ross.

H. Res. 332: Ms. TOKUDA, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Ms. TITUS, Mr. SWALWELL, Mr. ALLRED, Mr.
GOLDMAN of New York, and Mr. KEAN of New
Jersey.

H. Res. 376: Mr. KiMm of New Jersey.

H. Res. 418: Ms. LOFGREN.

H. Res. 427: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS.

H. Res. 434: Mr. GARCIA of Illinois and Ms.
PETTERSEN.

H. Res. 461: Mr. NEHLS, Mrs. HOUCHIN, and
Ms. TENNEY.

H. Res. 464: Mr. DUNN of Florida.

H. Res. 465: Mrs. HINSON, Ms. SPANBERGER,
Mr. LAMALFA, and Mrs. PELTOLA.

H. Res. 474: Mrs. CAMMACK.
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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable PETER
WELCH, a Senator from the State of
Vermont.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, we acknowledge that
You have been our help in ages past.
You are our hope for the years to come.
You are our shelter in the time of
storms. Thank You for the seasons of
sowing and reaping, for color and fra-
grance. Thank You for the time of har-
vest when our labors and dreams are
rewarded.

Today, bless our lawmakers. Illumine
their lives to keep them on the right
path. May the creative power of Your
word produce in them a stronger faith
and brighter hope. Keep them from
stumbling. Fill them with courage as
You show them Your unfailing love.

We pray in Your precious Name.
Amen.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge

of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 7, 2023.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable PETER WELCH, a Sen-
ator from the State of Vermont, to perform
the duties of the Chair.
PATTY MURRAY,
President pro tempore.
Mr. WELCH thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of David Crane, of
New Jersey, to be Under Secretary of
Energy.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, this
morning, our Nation’s Capital and
much of the Northeast, including al-
most the whole of my State of New
York, woke up once again under a veil
of smog. As we speak, wildfires of un-
natural strength continue blazing in
Canada, sending toxic air and smoke
over the border and over American cit-
ies. Today, I am sad to say, New York

City, which usually has good air qual-
ity, has some of the lowest air quality
in the world thanks to these wildfires,
and the problem is even worse in Up-
state New York.

I urge every single American and Ca-
nadian impacted by the smog to take
precautions to stay safe and to follow
public safety guidelines in their com-
munities.

These Canadian wildfires are truly
unprecedented, and we cannot ignore
that climate change continues to make
these disasters worse. Warmer tem-
peratures and severe droughts mean
forests burn faster, burn hotter, and
burn bigger. And the warming is hap-
pening at a faster pace in countries
with higher latitudes. None of this—
none of this—is a coincidence.

This smoke and fog over New York
and the rest of the Northeast is a warn-
ing from nature that we have a lot of
work to do to reverse the destruction
of climate change. Every time we see a
wildfire in Canada or in the West or a
monstrous hurricane in the Southeast
or a blizzard in Texas, it is a reminder
that time is short to reverse the im-
pacts of a warming planet.

Democrats are proud of the progress
we have made to accelerate America’s
transition to clean energy through the
Inflation Reduction Act, but both par-
ties—both parties—have an obligation
to do more. The work to protect our
climate is far from over, and we are
dangerously behind.

Again, I am proud of the historic
work Democrats did last year to move
us in the right direction, but I implore
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
to look up at the smog today and rec-
ognize we must—we must—do more.

At the top of the list is a good trans-
mission bill, which will greatly en-
hance our Nation’s ability to bring
clean energy, like wind and solar, to
large population centers and reduce the
carbon that is thrown into the atmos-
phere.
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RAIL SAFETY

Now, Mr. President, on trains and
safety on the tracks, after the tragic
derailment in East Palestine in Feb-
ruary and several other derailments in
recent months, I called on the FRA to
launch an investigation into the safety
practices of all class I freight railroads.

I have good news. The FRA has just
announced that they will heed my call
and do a thorough investigation of
safety practices within all class I
freight railroads. They will investigate
the culture of misconduct within the
class I rail companies and issue a re-
port on their findings just as they did
for Norfolk Southern.

I thank them for their attention on
this very critical issue. These assess-
ments by the FRA will be a good first
step to identifying the problems in in-
dividual rail companies as well as the
endemic problems permeating across
the industry. In the last 5 years alone,
there have been over 26,500 accidents
and incidents, almost 13,000 injuries,
and over 2,750 fatalities attributed to
rail incidents—2,750 fatalities. That is
close to 10 a day. But instead of
prioritizing—no, it is not close to 10 a
day, because it is over the last 5 years,
but it is a lot. OK.

But, instead of prioritizing safety,
the rail industry has cut over 30,000
employees from the workforce—rough-
ly 20 percent. Instead of prioritizing
safety, the rail industry has prioritized
stock buybacks to wealthy stock
shareholders and lobbied for loosened
regulations—billions of dollars in stock
buybacks instead of money going to
safety, instead of money going to hire
the necessary employees to keep the
rails safe.

So it is clear that there is an alarm-
ing trend of the rail industry’s putting
profits over people, which reinforces
the need for a full audit of industry
practice. I hope that the rail companies
will take heed of the FRA’s assessment
and make the changes needed to pro-
tect our communities.

In the meantime, I want to thank my
colleagues Senators BROWN and VANCE,
as well as Senators CASEY and
FETTERMAN, for their work on the bi-
partisan Railway Safety Act. This leg-
islation was reported out of committee
last month, and I look forward to
working with colleagues on both sides
to move it forward.

NOMINATION OF DAVID CRANE

Now, Mr. President, on nominations,
later this morning, the Senate will
vote to confirm David Crane to be the
Under Secretary for Infrastructure at
the Department of Energy—a crucial
post for implementing the historic
clean energy investments secured
through the infrastructure bill and the
Inflation Reduction Act.

The Undersecretary for Infrastruc-
ture is a new role at the Department of
Energy, created by the Biden adminis-
tration with a very important mission:
ensure our infrastructure, make sure
the dollars translate to lower energy
costs, new clean energy manufacturing
jobs, and a more resilient energy grid.
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Once confirmed, Mr. Crane will be es-
pecially important for overseeing pro-
grams that help Americans lower their
energy bills. To take just one example,
he will lead the implementation of a $9
billion consumer rebate program to
help Americans better afford energy-ef-
ficient appliances for their homes. Mr.
Crane will also manage the invest-
ments we have made to update Amer-
ica’s electric grid, which after recent
blackouts like the ones in Texas, is ab-
solutely crucial.

Mr. Crane is more than up to the job.
He has a wealth of knowledge from the
private sector as a former CEO of a
leading energy company and is one of
America’s leading voices in the fight
for clean energy. He received strong bi-
partisan support in committee, and I
expect that to continue here on the
floor.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER
The Republican leader is recognized.
JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, for
someone who campaigned as a mod-
erate and promised to unify our coun-
try, President Biden has chosen to staff
his administration with a roster—a
roster—of alarmingly radical or un-
qualified personnel.

In recent weeks, the President’s
nominees who have made the biggest
headlines have been the ones so far
outside the mainstream that even a
Democratic Senate majority would not
confirm them, like the appeals court
nominee who defended a school against
a teenage victim of sexual assault or
the traffic safety nominee whose real
passion turned out to be extreme envi-
ronmental regulations. This week, the
Senate is considering yet another slate
of radical nominations that are en-
tirely unworthy of confirmation.

First, is the nomination of David
Crane, a self-described ‘‘climate activ-
ist.” President Biden would like him to
serve as Undersecretary for Infrastruc-
ture at the Department of Energy.

Mr. Crane’s nomination is bad news
for Kentucky, for coal country, and for
any American who enjoys making their
own choices about which cars to drive,
which products to consume, and how to
earn a living.

This nominee has been outspoken
about his so-called ‘‘green dream’ to
force a massive chunk of the world’s
economy to go carbon free in 8 years—
8 years—and then use their influence to
‘“‘compel society’’ to follow suit.

He even observed that Democratic
Presidential nominees hadn’t made ex-
treme climate policy enough of a pri-
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ority in their campaigns. In other
words, Hillary Clinton, who once
bragged that ‘“‘we’re going to put a lot
of coal miners and coal companies out
of business,” was not radical enough—
not radical enough—for David Crane.
So we are talking about an unabashed,
top-down social planner. As we have
learned over the past 2 years, that is
exactly what the Biden administration
ordered when it handed the keys to the
American energy policy to the radical
left.

Unfortunately, Mr. Crane is not the
only nominee on this week’s agenda
with a reputation for wearing his rad-
ical liberal sympathies on his sleeve.
The Senate will also vote on the nomi-
nation of David Ho to serve on the Fed-
eral bench in the Southern District of
New York.

Mr. Ho has described himself—listen
to this—as a ‘‘wild-eyed leftist.” Let
me say that again. President Biden
would like a self-identified ‘‘wild-eyed
leftist”” to rule on cases in the largest
Federal court in the country.

Mr. Ho’s legal record indicates that
this radical sympathy runs very deep.
This is a nominee who has publicly la-
mented ‘‘originalism is not a method of
constitutional interpretation that can
reliably lend itself to progressive out-
comes.” Imagine that. It turns out that
actually following and applying our
laws and our Constitution as they were
written is not a one-way ticket to left-
wing utopia.

And, by the way, that should be an
argument for the radical left sidelining
their bad ideas, not an argument for
sidelining the Constitution. Somebody
who wants a lifetime appointment as
an impartial judge must be committed
to putting the rule of law ahead of per-
sonal views, not the other way around.

Ah, but Mr. Ho hasn’t limited his
public criticism to the basic legal prin-
ciples that underpin the Federal judici-
ary. During the Obama administration,
he railed against the Fraternal Order
of Police for expressing their concerns
about a particularly anti-cop Justice
Department nominee. He called the
FOP’s opposition a ‘‘disgrace.”

He has also taken to attacking mem-
bers of the Judiciary Committee on
Twitter. And throughout his career,
Mr. Ho has been outspoken—out-
spoken—in denigrating basic main-
stream efforts to ensure the integrity
of American elections. He has likened
overwhelmingly popular practices like
voter ID requirements to be ‘‘a very
thinly veiled call for racial profiling.”

Let me be absolutely clear: Senate
Republicans will not participate in
rubberstamping radical nominees. I
would urge our colleagues to join me in
rejecting each of these unfit nomina-
tions this week.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER). Without objection, it is
so ordered.

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, last
week, Congress successfully passed leg-
islation, the Fiscal Responsibility Act,
to raise the debt ceiling and avert a de-
fault. I am pleased that the final legis-
lation paired an increase in the debt
ceiling with real spending reforms, but
I don’t need to tell anyone that things
came down to the wire.

President Biden wasted months re-
fusing to negotiate on a debt ceiling
deal before finally yielding to the po-
litical realities of divided government
and coming to the negotiating table.
And while we got about as good of an
agreement as we could have hoped for
in this situation—again, including
meaningful spending reforms the
Democrats initially rejected—things
didn’t need to come to this crisis point.
Had President Biden come to the nego-
tiating table sooner, we might not have
been passing the Fiscal Responsibility
Act just days before our Nation would
have defaulted.

This isn’t the first crisis of inaction
in this Presidency. President Biden has
made a habit of ignoring or failing to
meet crisis situations, with predictably
problematic results. The border crisis
is one notable example. It took 2 years
of recordbreaking numbers of illegal
crossings at our southern border before
the President made any real move to
even begin to address the crisis—2
years—2 years in which he mostly pre-
tended the border crisis didn’t even
exist.

The President didn’t want there to be
a border crisis, presumably because he
knew it would serve as an indictment
of his open border policies. So he sim-
ply ignored the reality.

Unfortunately, Border Patrol agents
and our Nation’s overwhelmed border
communities didn’t have that option.
They had to spend 2-plus years now
dealing with all the ramifications of
unchecked illegal immigration at our
southern border.

While it is a good thing that the
President has finally made some moves
to address the crisis, his inaction has
taken a terrible toll on Border Patrol
agents and our border communities and
on migrants themselves.

We have seen a similar situation with
inflation. Even as it became clear the
Democrats’ so-called American Rescue
Plan had helped set off a serious infla-
tion crisis, the President and his ad-
ministration dismissed the problem.
And they didn’t just dismiss the prob-
lem; they doubled down on the strategy
that got our country into this mess in
the first place.

While the President was eventually
forced to, at least halfheartedly, ac-
knowledge our inflation crisis, he still
can’t bring himself to acknowledge
what caused it, and that is the Demo-
crats’ big spending priorities. And he
has continued to pursue new govern-
ment spending, from his nearly tril-
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lion-dollar student loan giveaway to a
budget that, in a few short years,
would have us spending $10 trillion an-
nually.

Perhaps the most devastating exam-
ple of the President’s failure to recog-
nize and act on the realities of the situ-
ation came with his disastrous with-
drawal from Afghanistan. Even as it
was becoming appallingly clear that
Afghanistan was headed for takeover
by the Taliban, the President delayed
or simply failed to take the necessary
steps to withdraw American citizens
and the Afghan allies who aided us.
The result was a chaotic evacuation
that saw the deaths of 13 U.S. service-
members and scores—literally scores—
of Afghan civilians and left both U.S.
citizens and thousands of our Afghan
allies behind as the Taliban took over
the country.

It is fortunate that the months Presi-
dent Biden spent refusing to acknowl-
edge the need to negotiate on a debt
ceiling agreement did not result in se-
rious consequences for our country.
Things were not looking good for a
while, but the President ultimately
recognized that divided government re-
quires negotiation and compromise.

But a lot of his other leadership fail-
ures have had serious and permanent
consequences. The President’s failure
to acknowledge and address the reality
of the border crisis has allowed hun-
dreds of thousands of individuals to
evade law enforcement and enter our
country illegally, left border commu-
nities and American cities struggling
to provide for the mass influx of mi-
grants, and, undoubtedly, facilitated
the flow of cross-border criminal activ-
ity like fentanyl trafficking.

As I said, the President’s failure to
recognize and acknowledge the reality
of the situation in Afghanistan, includ-
ing by ignoring the State Department
dissent cable, resulted in the deaths of
American servicemembers and Afghan
civilians.

Meanwhile, the President’s persistent
failure to fully recognize the realities
of inflation and its roots and Demo-
crats’ reckless spending continues to
leave our economy and American fami-
lies vulnerable to more of Democrats’
big spending policies.

There are around 18 months left in
the President’s current term and a lot
of challenges for our Nation to address.
I hope that the debt ceiling negotia-
tions mark the start of a new era, one
in which the President spends more
time dealing with things as they are
and less time pursuing an agenda di-
vorced from the reality of the eco-
nomic and security challenges that our
Nation faces, because our country and
the American people cannot afford a
repeat of the first 2 years of this Presi-
dent’s administration.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

SENSIBLE CLASSIFICATION ACT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, when it

comes to safeguarding the American
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people, the United States has multiple
layers of defenses.

We have, of course, the world’s most
powerful military, whose ranks are
filled with courageous and dedicated
servicemembers. Our military is
equipped with cutting-edge technology,
whether it has to do with weapons sys-
tems, aircraft, ships, submarines—all
the tools necessary to defend our coun-
try and our country’s freedoms.

But an important part of our de-
fenses is our intelligence community,
the 17 Agencies that make up what is
known colloquially as the intelligence
community. It is the intelligence com-
munity that collects and analyzes in-
formation from around the world to
make sure that we can always remain
at least one step ahead of our adver-
saries.

This information gathering is an in-
valuable part of our national defense,
and that critical national security in-
formation is, of course, carefully safe-
guarded under what is known as the
classification system—secrets. Classi-
fication gives us an invaluable edge
when it comes to the ability to plan
and prepare for threats over the hori-
zon. It strengthens our relationship
with our allies around the world, with
whom we share much of this informa-
tion, and it prevents consequential in-
formation from falling into the wrong
hands.

It also protects—and these are the
keys to the kingdom, when it comes to
classified information—the sources and
methods. In other words, the way that
our intelligence community collects
information and the people from whom
that information is acquired are among
the most important secrets maintained
by the government, because, many
times, if that were revealed, either our
adversaries would be able to cut off
that access to information or, frankly,
maybe even go so far as to Kkill the
sources of that information in the case
of human intelligence. So protecting
sources and methods is absolutely crit-
ical.

Closely guarded intelligence informa-
tion is vital to our national security,
but there is a very fine line between
strategic classification and excessive
secrecy. If too much information is
withheld from the public, it can sow
distrust. People let their minds run
away with them. They wonder what is
going on—conspiracy theories and the
like. But, more fundamentally, the
American people will question what
their government is actually doing and
how it is using the vast powers that
they have delegated to the govern-
ment.

Consent of the governed has always
been the foundation of our democratic
system of government and the legit-
imacy of government action, and, of
course, the people cannot consent to
something that is withheld from them.
So there is a very fragile balance here
from what is necessarily kept classified
and secret and the information that
should be made public, because without
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transparency, there is no political ac-
countability. Without accountability,
there is no confidence that the govern-
ment is actually acting in the best in-
terest of the people.

I have long been an advocate for re-
forms to the Freedom of Information
Act—in other words, the public’s right
to know. Former Senator Pat Leahy
was chairman of the Senate Committee
on the Judiciary. He and I were sort of
the odd couple when it came to ‘‘free-
dom of information’ reforms. Senator
Leahy was one of the more liberal
Members of the U.S. Senate, and I am
one of the more conservative Members
of the Senate. But we found common
cause when it came to the public’s
right to know because it is too easy for
bureaucrats to hide behind a classifica-
tion system that results in overclassi-
fication. And when that bureaucrat can
hide or bury that information using an
overly broad -classification system,
there can be no accountability and,
thus, the public’s confidence in the
people who actually are governing is

compromised.
So we need to figure out how to make
sure our classification system is

rightsized so that it covers the things
that it must cover in the interest of
our national security. Then we need to
figure out what represents overreach or
overclassification, which undermines
the public’s right to know and the po-
litical accountability that should come
with it, which is a fundamental basis
for our form of government.

America’s classification system has
been ripe for reform for many years.
Daniel Patrick Moynihan chaired a
committee that made recommenda-
tions, but unfortunately those rec-
ommendations made many years ago
were put on a bookshelf somewhere and
basically ignored. But the problems
have not gone away, and we have seen
in recent days the focus come back to
how classified documents are handled
and what exactly represents our Na-
tion’s secrets, what should be protected
and what should not because it is real-
ly not important to our national secu-
rity.

Earlier this year, a trove of highly
sensitive military documents began ap-
pearing online. These documents in-
cluded classified assessments of the
war in Ukraine, including tactical in-
formation about the expected offen-
sive. They detailed conversations be-
tween world leaders and intelligence on
adversaries and allies alike. These doc-
uments didn’t just reveal intelligence
itself but also the methods by which
the United States collected intel-
ligence. This information, of course,
was supposed to be kept confidential
because it was intended for high-level
military and intelligence leaders and
policymakers—not a global audience.

Based on the nature of the leaked
documents, there was widespread spec-
ulation that the source was a high-
level military or intelligence profes-
sional, but we now know that was not
the case. The source of the leak has
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been identified as a 21-year-old member
of the Massachusetts Air National
Guard. He was an airman first class in
the 102nd Intelligence Wing, where he
worked as an information technology
specialist.

So the first question that arose when
the leaker was identified was, How in
the world did this relatively low-rank-
ing 21-year-old information technology
specialist have access to some of our
Nation’s most guarded secrets? How
was he able to view, transcribe, photo-
graph, and remove these documents
from a secure setting?

If this young man, who had a history
of violent and racist remarks, was
granted access to our top-secret na-
tional security information, is that
some indication that maybe too many
others have been granted access to this
information and that maybe too many
individuals have security clearances
authorizing them to view this informa-
tion?

Well, at last count, there were about
4.2 million Americans in this country—
4.2 million Americans—who have secu-
rity clearances. That number strikes
me as incredibly large and I think is
some evidence that too many people
have been getting too many security
clearances because too much informa-
tion is classified when it shouldn’t be,
when it doesn’t need to be. Those 4.2
million people with security clearances
include more than 1.2 million with ac-
cess to top-secret information.

The issue isn’t just that too many
people have access to classified infor-
mation but also that too much infor-
mation is classified. As members of the
Senate Intelligence Committee, my
colleagues and I regularly receive clas-
sified briefings and review documents
that are highly confidential. There
have been many times when I left one
of these briefings thinking, this is
something that any reasonably in-
formed person already knows. All they
need to do is read the major news-
papers or watch television—television
news in particular.

Many times, we are presented with
information which is deemed ‘‘classi-
fied”” in a secure setting which is,
frankly, common knowledge. That is
another indication that our classifica-
tion system is working in overdrive
and needs to be rightsized.

We are presented with information
briefed as ‘‘classified’’ which could be
just as easily learned by watching the
news or reading a newspaper, as I said.
Still, these documents are classified at
the same level as sensitive military
documents and intelligence analysis
have been classified.

Honestly, I think one reason why we
see not only President Trump but
President Biden and Vice President
Pence concerned about access to classi-
fied information outside of a secure
setting is because many people who
have access to classified information
recognize that we have an overclassi-
fication problem, and so they let down
their guard and they say: Well, this is
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information that is not particularly se-
cret because a reasonably informed
person would already know it or have
access to it.

So I submit we have an overclassi-
fication problem, plain and simple, and
we are not doing nearly enough to de-
classify information for the public or
our allies and make it available to the
American people.

There are many circumstances in
which declassification safeguards our
national security. We can’t just be an
absolutist about this. We need to be
careful. One great example is the way
we declassified and shared information
with our allies in the runup to Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine. That gave
Ukraine enough battlefield awareness
to push back against the initial attack
and save countless lives. It also unified
the Western response, leading to quick
condemnation of Russia’s attack and
resources for the Ukrainian forces.

Declassification is an important way
to share valuable intelligence with our
friends and allies around the world
when we can, and it promotes coopera-
tion, which is key to combating the
threats we face today like the Ukrain-
ians are facing with the Russian inva-
sion, but it is also a crucial way to
show the American people what their
government is doing on their behalf—
declassification, that is.

Our ability to govern ourselves de-
pends on public access to information.
As I said earlier, you can’t consent to
something you don’t know anything
about, and consent of the government
is the foundation of our system.

The American people have a right to
know what their government is doing.
Declassification builds trust and trans-
parency. It inspires confidence in the
incredible work our intelligence profes-
sionals are doing, and it equips schol-
ars with the information to conduct
academic research that informs deci-
sion making by looking back on our
history and learning from those lessons
of history.

As all of our colleagues know, there
is a very delicate balance between
transparency and secrecy, but it is
time that we tune-up the system. We
need to examine and refine the proc-
esses that govern the classification and
declassification of sensitive informa-
tion and make some long-overdue re-
forms.

Last month, the chairman of the
Senate Intelligence Committee, Sen-
ator WARNER, and I introduced a bill
we called the Sensible Classification
Act, which includes critical reforms to
modernize America’s classification sys-
tem. This legislation would increase
accountability and oversight. It would
require training to promote sensible
classification and also promote effi-
cient declassification. It would direct
Federal Agencies to justify security
clearance requirements, so only those
individuals who need access, given the
nature of their jobs, are given access to
classified information.

This legislation has already garnered
broad bipartisan support and a long list
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of cosponsors, including Senators

MORAN, WYDEN, COLLINS, KING,
ROUNDS, HEINRICH, LANKFORD, and
CASEY.

As the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee prepares the Intelligence Au-
thorization Act, I have offered this leg-
islation as an amendment to that bill,
which hopefully will be included as
part of the National Defense Author-
ization Act. When the committee votes
to advance this bill in the coming
weeks, I hope this legislation will be
included.

This is an example of broad bipar-
tisan cooperation and the result of
many conversations we have had with
leading intelligence and national secu-
rity experts in the United States.

I am confident that this legislation
will both protect the integrity of
America’s classification system and
help restore needed trust and con-
fidence in the government.

Recent headlines have shone a light
on the flaws in our classification sys-
tem. It is overwhelmed and in need of
reform, and that is exactly what the
Sensible Classification Act aims to fix.

I look forward to working with all of
our Senate colleagues as we fight to re-
store transparency and accountability
and preserve our ability to classify the
most sensitive national security se-
crets as part of our layered national
defense. We can and should and must
do both.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Iowa.

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak for up to 6
minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NOMINATION OF DILAWAR SYED

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, I rise
today as the ranking member of the
Senate’s Small Business Committee in
opposition to the President’s nomina-
tion for Mr. Dilawar Syed to serve as
the Deputy Administrator of the U.S.
Small Business Administration.

The Deputy Administrator is often
referred to as the COO of the SBA, with
the critical job of overseeing the day-
to-day operations of the Agency. From
addressing fraud and recouping funds
to improving the Agency’s responsive-
ness, to ensuring small businesses are
not drowning in unnecessary redtape,
there is a lot of work that needs to be
done to improve the SBA’s most basic
functions. Unfortunately, following Mr.
Syed’s appearance before the Small
Business Committee, I do not believe
he is the right person for the job.

This nomination was delayed last
Congress due to the nominee’s failure
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to voluntarily disclose his company’s
PPP and EIDL loans from the SBA.

As the nominee to help lead the
Agency responsible for small business
pandemic relief funding, I believe Mr.
Syed should have been forthcoming in
disclosing his interest in an SBA pro-
gram. Unfortunately, there were false
statements and errors in the applica-
tions and disclosures signed by Mr.
Syed on behalf of his company, which
further delayed the committee’s con-
sideration of his nomination. The lack
of transparency and the resistance in
providing requested information to the
committee do not inspire confidence
that he will be transparent and forth-
coming with Congress about the SBA’s
programs and ongoing challenges.

Based on the track record of this
nominee, it is not clear he would re-
verse the SBA’s failure to give com-
mittee members details on key policy
matters squarely in the committee’s
jurisdiction. The Agency’s continued
lack of responsiveness under the Biden
administration is a key part of why I
stand before you in opposition of this
nominee.

I recently questioned Mr. Syed on
whether he believes that overregula-
tion stifles innovation and entrepre-
neurship. He could not give me a direct
answer. This is unacceptable to Iowa’s
entrepreneurs, who are struggling in
Biden’s economy and drowning in ever-
changing regulations. As I am criss-
crossing Iowa, small businesses con-
tinuously list Washington redtape and
regulation as a top issue keeping them
from growing and, in too many cases,
simply surviving.

I am not convinced Mr. Syed is ready
and willing to change the SBA’s cul-
ture and bring much-needed account-
ability to the Agency. It is estimated
by the investigative community that
there is more than $100 billion in sus-
pected fraud in PPP and EIDL. Ad-
dressing this abuse by holding individ-
uals accountable and recovering tax-
payer dollars provided to ineligible
businesses must be a top priority for
this Agency. I have received commit-
ments from Mr. Syed that he would
make every effort on fraud recovery
and prevention. He also informed me
that he believed SBA Administrator
Guzman is prioritizing fraud preven-
tion.

But the reality is that the SBA de-
cided not to pursue borrowers with un-
paid loans less than $100,000, giving
them a free pass.

Should Syed be confirmed, I will hold
him accountable to his commitment
and ensure that the Agency is taking a
larger role in administrative recov-
eries. Further, should Mr. Syed be con-
firmed today, I urge him to do all he
can to protect the integrity of the 7(a)
loan program at all costs.

Recently, the SBA finalized two lend-
ing rules that, if not addressed, would
pose serious risks to the long-term
health of SBA’s lending programs, cre-
ate predatory underwriting standards,
and enable the same fintech companies
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that were responsible for fueling ramp-
ant PPP fraud to participate in this
critical program. This, too, is unac-
ceptable.

I joined Chairman CARDIN, House
Small Business Chairman ROGER WIL-
LIAMS, and Ranking Member
VELAZQUEZ in asking the SBA to pause
on implementation of these proposed
rules until a permanent leader was in
place for the Office of Capital Access.
The Administrator didn’t even have
the courtesy to respond to our letter
before plowing ahead and opening up
the application period for new fintech
firms.

Based on our experience with Mr.
Syed over the past 2% years while his
nomination has been under consider-
ation, he has resisted full transparency
at every turn. Unfortunately, all evi-
dence suggests that he will just be
more of the same ongoing problem as
part of the leadership team at the SBA.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call
be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the cloture motion with re-
spect to the Ho nomination be with-
drawn and the cloture vote on the Syed
nomination occur at 2:30 p.m. today;
further, that the Senate recess fol-
lowing the confirmation vote on the
Crane nomination until 2:15 to allow
for the weekly caucus meetings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor.

VOTE ON CRANE NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Crane nomination?

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Washington (Mrs. MUR-
RAY), is necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 56,
nays 43, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 148 Ex.]

YEAS—56
Baldwin Duckworth King
Bennet Durbin Klobuchar
Blumenthal Feinstein Lujan
Booker Fetterman Manchin
Brown Gillibrand Markey
Cantwell Graham Menendez
Cardin Hassan Merkley
Carper Heinrich Murkowski
Casey Hickenlooper Murphy
Cassidy Hirono Ossoff
Collins Hoeven Padilla
Coons Kaine Peters
Cortez Masto Kelly Reed
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Rosen Smith Warnock
Sanders Stabenow Warren
Schatz Sullivan Welch
Schumer Tester Whitehouse
Shaheen Van Hollen Wyden
Sinema Warner

NAYS—43
Barrasso Grassley Risch
Blackburn Hagerty Romney
Boozman Hawley Rounds
Braun Hyde-Smith Rubio
Britt Johnson Schmitt
Budd Kennedy Scott (FL)
Capito Lankford Scott (SC)
Cornyn Lee Thune
Cotton Lummis Tilli

illis

Cramer Marshall .
Crapo McConnell Tuberville
Cruz Moran Vgnce
Daines Mullin Wicker
Ernst Paul Young

Ricketts
NOT VOTING—1

Murray

The nomination was confirmed.

(Mr. OSSOFF assumed the Chair.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER). Under the previous
order, the motion to reconsider is con-
sidered made and laid upon the table,
and the President will be immediately
notified of the Senate’s actions.

——————

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:30 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. ROSEN).

—————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

NOMINATION OF DILAWAR SYED

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Madam President,
I have come to the floor today to ex-
press my support for Dilawar Syed, and
his nomination to be Deputy Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration.

This Republican obstruction has gone
on long enough. I ask my colleagues
from across the aisle to join me in sup-
porting this important nominee.
Dilawar Syed is more than qualified to
serve in this role at the Small Business
Administration. He is an entrepreneur
and a job creator, with decades of first-
hand experience in business entrepre-
neurship and community engagement.

He has experience working directly
with small business owners and has led
efforts to drive economic growth at the
local, State, and Federal levels.

Simply put, at the SBA, he would be
an asset to our Nation’s small busi-
nesses and would bring a critical voice
to the Agency which currently lacks a
fully staffed leadership team.

The SBA has not had a Senate-con-
firmed Deputy Administrator for more
than 5 years. This is a critical mistake.
This high-level absence weakens the
Agency and inhibits the SBA’s ability
to serve the millions of small business
owners looking to the Agency for re-
sources, assistance, and capital to start
and grow their businesses.

Fischer
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Some of my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle have launched unfair
and baseless attacks against Mr. Syed
and have held up his nomination for
yvears. They have even repeatedly failed
to show up to vote on his nomination
in the Small Business Committee.

These partisan attacks are simply ef-
forts to undermine President Biden and
his administration at the SBA, as well
as their ability to successfully serve
our small businesses nationwide.

These Republican attacks also un-
fairly disparage Mr. Syed, who is not
only a successful business leader and
community organizer, but also, impor-
tantly, a first-generation immigrant
who fully exemplifies the American
dream.

With this unique and important
background, Mr. Syed would bring an
influential new voice and perspective
to help the SBA improve its outreach
to immigrant communities that have
been traditionally overlooked and un-
derserved by the Federal Government.

My friends on the other side of the
aisle know the importance of filling
this vacancy at the SBA. Yet they have
continued to play their partisan games.

Ahead of this vote on Mr. Syed’s
nomination, I ask you to join me in
supporting this eminently qualified
nominee. Let’s do our jobs and finally
get this nominee confirmed.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Hampshire.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Maryland.

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I
rise today in strong support for the
confirmation of Dilawar Syed to fill
the long vacant role of Deputy Admin-
istrator for the Small Business Admin-
istration.

After more than 2 years since Presi-
dent Biden first nominated Mr. Syed,
the Senate Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship finally re-
ported Mr. Syed’s nomination out of
the committee earlier this year.

Mr. Syed was nominated to fill a po-
sition that has been vacant for nearly
b years. The vacancy has caused harm
to small business owners throughout
our Nation who depend on the SBA to
be fully staffed in order to access cap-
ital, contracting opportunities, and en-
trepreneurial development training.

In an entrepreneurial career span-
ning over two decades, Mr. Syed has
experience starting businesses and ad-
vocating for inclusion entrepreneurship
at the international, Federal, and
State level.

He currently serves as the Special
Representative for Commercial and

The
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Business Affairs at the United States
Department of State, where he ad-
vances trade, commercial, and eco-
nomic policies through commercial ad-

vocacy.
Prior to his position at the State De-
partment, Mr. Syed was CEO at

Lumiata, a healthcare technology com-
pany, and president at Freshworks,
where he helped scale the software
company’s products to reach thousands
of small- and medium-sized businesses.

Mr. Syed has also held a number of
civic positions. In the Obama adminis-
tration, he served as chair of the White
House Initiative on Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders Economic
Growth. And in California, he chaired
the California Entrepreneurship Task
Force under Governor Gavin Newsom’s
Office of Business and Economic Devel-
opment.

With experience at the State Depart-
ment as Special Representative and
leadership roles in business, entrepre-
neurship, and public service, he is very
well-positioned to help the SBA meet
this critical moment small businesses
face across the Nation.

As our small businesses continue to
recover from the pandemic while facing
new challenges, it is essential that the
SBA is fully equipped to meet their
needs.

During the pandemic, the Agency
provided relief to millions of existing
small businesses. Now, record levels of
new businesses are being created under
the Biden-Harris administration. SBA
has the unique opportunity to foster
the continuation of this small business
boom, making sure that entrepreneurs
have the resources, assistance, and cap-
ital that will create economic pros-
perity for communities across the
country.

While the SBA has worked tirelessly
to provide this assistance, the pan-
demic exposed a clear need for mod-
ernization, technical upgrades, new re-
sources, and reforms at the SBA. That
is why we need a Deputy Administrator
today more than ever. The skills and
qualifications Mr. Syed possesses are a
perfect fit for the SBA’s needs. He has
broad support from dozens of small
business organizations that understand
the needs of entrepreneurs.

They know that Mr. Syed is an indi-
vidual who will endlessly continue to
advocate for and support our small
businesses. Allowing the position of
Deputy Administrator to remain
empty for so long is a great disservice
to our Nation’s small business owners.

His confirmation process has been
fraught with unacceptable delaying
tactics, unfounded accusations, and un-
related controversies.

Throughout it all, however, Mr. Syed
has shown only patience and persever-
ance. I am honored to stand here
today, finally, to support his nomina-
tion for the position of SBA Deputy
Administrator. I am confident that
America’s small businesses and the
communities they support will benefit
from him in this role.
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I urge all my colleagues to support
his confirmation. This is what our
small business community needs. I
would urge my colleagues to ratify his
nomination.

With that, I would yield the floor.

Madam President, I would ask con-
sent that we proceed with the vote im-
mediately.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 81, Dilawar
Syed, of California, to be Deputy Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Administration.

Charles E. Schumer, Benjamin L. Cardin,
Sherrod Brown, Margaret Wood Has-
san, Tammy Baldwin, Alex Padilla,
Debbie Stabenow, Tina Smith, Jeff
Merkley, Gary C. Peters, Jeanne Sha-
heen, Mazie K. Hirono, Tim Kaine,
Brian Schatz, Sheldon Whitehouse,
Richard Blumenthal, Jack Reed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Dilawar Syed, of California, to be
Deputy Administrator of the Small
Business Administration, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Washington (Mrs. MUR-
RAY) and the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
BALDWIN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote
or change their vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 54,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 149 Ex.]

YEAS—54
Baldwin Hassan Reed
Bennet Heinrich Ricketts
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Rosen
Booker Hirono Schatz
Brown Kaine Schumer
Cantwell Kelly Shaheen
Cardin King Sinema
Carper Klobuchar Smith
Casey Lujan Stabenow
Cassidy Manchin Sullivan
Collins Markey Tester
Coons Menendez Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Merkley Warner
Duckworth Murkowski Warnock
Durbin Murphy Warren
Feinstein Ossoff Welch
Fetterman Padilla Whitehouse
Gillibrand Peters Wyden

NAYS—44
Barrasso Boozman Britt
Blackburn Braun Budd
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Capito Hoeven Romney
Cornyn Hyde-Smith Rounds
Cotton Johnson Rubio
Cramer Kennedy Schmitt
Crapo Lankford Scott (FL)
Cruz Lee Scott (SC)
Daines Lummis Thune
Ernst Marshall 174
Till

Fischer McConnell Tilblesrville
Graham Moran Vance
Grassley Mullin Wick
Hagerty Paul icker
Hawley Risch Young

NOT VOTING—2
Murray Sanders

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 54 and the nays are
44.

The motion is agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Dilawar Syed, of California,
to be Deputy Administrator of the
Small Business Administration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. HEINRICH. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the vote
on the confirmation of the Syed nomi-
nation be at a time to be determined
by the majority leader, following con-
sultation with the Republican leader
on Thursday, June 8.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. HEINRICH. Madam President, I
ask that the Senate resume consider-
ation of the Silfen nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation Molly R. Silfen, of the District
of Columbia, to be a Judge of the
United States Court of Federal Claims
for a term of fifteen years.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska.

RURAL PROGRAMMING

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, ac-
cording to the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture’s Economic Research Service,
46 million Americans live in rural
areas. This includes 35 percent of the
residents in my home State of Ne-
braska.

Often, in the government, we focus
on the majority of Americans living in
urban population hubs, but we have
just as much of an obligation to the
millions of rural citizens in our coun-
try.

Communications access is
foundational to our quality of life, es-
pecially in rural areas where the clos-
est neighbor can be many miles away.
And that is what I want to focus on
today.

As a member of the Senate Com-
merce and Agriculture Committees, I
have the privilege of regularly advanc-
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ing communications policy that bene-
fits all Americans, including those in
rural areas.

I have led multiple pieces of legisla-
tion to improve broadband mapping to
benefit unserved rural areas, including
the broadband funding map that the
President signed into law as part of the
bipartisan infrastructure package. It is
vital that every last mile and acre of
our country has access to reliable
internet, whether for telehealth ap-
pointments or to make use of the more
efficient agricultural technologies.

But broadband isn’t the only type of
communication rural communities rely
on, especially for households without
internet service. They rely on tele-
vision programming to keep updated
about the world around them. The
well-being of rural Americans and a ro-
bust media made up of diverse view-
points are important to me, and they
are important to Nebraskans through-
out the State. And access to rural and
agricultural programming benefits all
Americans.

Farmers and ranchers in Nebraska
depend on this content for relevant
news, information, and lifestyle pro-
gramming. We are talking about every-
thing from in-depth reports on weather
patterns, agribusiness news, and com-
modity market swings, western sports,
and a lot more.

This programming delivers essential
information to producers that directly
impacts the way that they manage
their operations and the way they plan
for the future.

At the same time, Americans on the
coasts and in major urban and subur-
ban areas also benefit from program-
ming that helps them understand
major issues affecting the country that
originate in the heartland. And we
both know that rural programming
doesn’t mean old reruns of ‘‘Green
Acres” or of ‘““The Beverly Hillbillies.”

Rural and agricultural programmers
are in a unique position to educate the
public and what it means to be a fam-
ily farmer or a rancher, on how pro-
ducers are some of the best stewards of
our natural resources, and on what the
future of agriculture and producing the
food that we all need looks like.

This is one reason that I was pleased,
as ranking member of the Rules Com-
mittee, to recently approve RFD-TV to
be added to the Senate TV network.
RFD-TV is one of the preeminent
sources of rural news in the country.

Networks like RFD-TV work hard to
cover issues affecting the agricultural
sector and rural communities. The sen-
ior Senator from Minnesota and I ap-
proved its addition to the Senate TV
network because that unique perspec-
tive and that expertise is a must-have
here in Washington, where we all work
on policies affecting rural America
every single day.

And it is not just TV programming
that provides critical news and infor-
mation to rural communities. Millions
of Americans use AM radio to stay up
to date on what is affecting them.
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In Nebraska, we have a long history
of farm broadcasters who help farmers
and ranchers thrive. Today, there are
still over 40 AM stations that are based
in my State.

Unfortunately, there are some who
have lost sight of the fundamental role
broadcast radio plays in rural America.
A number of automakers announced
plans this year to remove AM broad-
cast radio access from some of their ve-
hicles.

This would deal a blow to the mil-
lions who need AM radio access in
order to receive emergency alerts in re-
mote areas as well as to be aware of
local news, weather conditions. AM
radio is not just a luxury; it is the
backbone of our emergency alert sys-
tem. It can be a question of life or
death for people during natural disas-
ters and severe storms.

My colleagues and I are concerned
about how this decision will affect the
safety of Americans. And that is why
we introduced a bicameral, bipartisan
bill to preserve AM radio access, de-
spite some automakers’ efforts to get
rid of it.

Our bill, the AM for Every Vehicle
Act, would direct the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration to
issue a rule that would require all
motor vehicles to have access to AM
broadcast stations. The legislation is
already having an impact. It recently
spurred Ford Motor Company to re-
verse course and to restore access to
AM radio in its upcoming car models.

But passing our bill is the only way
to prevent other automakers from
abandoning AM radio, and it is against
the best interests of the millions of
people in rural areas where wireless
warnings—well, they can be difficult to
impossible to receive.

The American people who travel to
work and school on rural roads each
day are relying on us to ensure that
they don’t lose access to local news,
weather, emergency alerts, and public
safety announcements from AM radio.

As Members of the U.S. Senate, we
represent millions—millions—of people
in rural communities across the coun-
try. We cannot let rural voices be set
aside while we prioritize other issues.

Let’s continue to appreciate rural TV
and radio and advance legislation that
supports the critical services that they
provide.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

CHINA

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam President,
the United States and China should
talk. The United States wants to, but
the leadership of the Chinese Com-
munist Party—the CCP—does not. And,
frankly, the leadership of the CCP is
acting like a sullen teenager. You can
only be young once, but you can always
be immature.

Talking does not show weakness. It
shows strength. It shows confidence.
America is confident. In refusing to
talk, the Chinese Communist Party
and its insecurities are loud.
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Now, the United States, as you know
from recent media reports, has tried to
talk to China, and we have had some
success. Recently, not that long ago,
our National Security Advisor and our
Commerce Secretary met with their
Chinese counterparts. I understand
they had good discussions.

I had hoped that that might be a
start, but I was wrong. The CCP proved
me wrong. For instance, our Defense
Secretary, the weekend before last, I
believe, was at the annual Singapore
Security Conference. Our Defense Sec-
retary asked to meet with Chinese de-
fense officials, a fairly routine request.

The defense officials from China
snubbed it.

Further, on May 26—you may have
read about this in the media—a Chi-
nese fighter jet flew within 400 yards of
a U.S. reconnaissance plane flying
above the South China Sea in inter-
national waters—in international
waters. The U.S. plane had to fly threw
the Chinese fighter jet’s wake, which is
very dangerous. It was an unmistak-
able attempt by the Chinese Com-
munist Party to intimidate.

Further still, just this past weekend,
a Chinese naval ship came within 150
yvards of a U.S. missile destroyer, yet
another intentional and dangerous act.
The U.S. ship was in the Taiwan Strait
along with a Canadian warship. Both
the U.S. ship and the Canadian ship
had every right to be there. This was
another unmistakable attempt by
China to intimidate.

Additionally, hardly a day goes by
that the CCP doesn’t release a state-
ment denigrating the American people
and accusing the United States of
wanting to suppress and even destroy
China.

Let me be clear. The United States of
America does not want to suppress
China. The United States of America
does not want to destroy China. All we
want is for China to become and to act
like a responsible member of a stable
world order that follows international
rules and norms. And that is all the
world wants too.

All we want and all the world wants
is for China to stop its aggression. All
we want and all the world wants is for
China to stop manipulating its cur-
rency.

All we want and all the world wants
is for China to leave Taiwan alone. All
we want and all the world wants is for
China to end its attempt to militarize
the South China Sea and the East
China Sea, which are international
waters.

All we want and all the world wants
is for China to stop poisoning our chil-
dren with fentanyl. Stop it.

All we want and all the world wants
is for China to end its ‘‘debt trap’ di-
plomacy through its Belt and Road Ini-
tiative and other loan schemes.

All we want and all the world wants
is for China to cease using its economic
power to bully other sovereign coun-
tries—like Australia, like Lithuania—
when those countries offer an opinion
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the Communist Party of China doesn’t
like.

All we want and all the world wants
is for China to tell us the truth—the
truth—about how the COVID virus
started, or at least work with us and
other countries so we can find out.

I could, of course, continue this list,
but I won’t.

So let me repeat. The United States
and China should talk. The advantages
are and ought to be obvious.

Why should we talk? To avoid mili-
tary conflict. It is a pretty good start.
To avoid miscalculation. The more si-
lence there is between us, the more
Beijing underestimates American
strength.

Why should we talk? To limit the
risk of accidental confrontation, to
pursue bilateral detente, because our
economies are interwoven, because our
economies are stronger together if ev-
eryone plays by the rules.

Why should we talk? To seek peace in
Ukraine; to develop a mutual plan for
how we should respond to advance-
ments in technology, like artificial in-
telligence, like quantum computing; to
talk about space; to discuss fair trade
policies for products that don’t have
national security implications.

Why should we talk? To prepare for
the next pandemic—it 1is just a
thought—to develop cheaper and clean-
er energy, to avoid nuclear war, to
avoid destroying the human race.

Look, if China doesn’t want to talk,
that would be a shame. But it is hard
to fix somebody who doesn’t want to be
fixed. It would also be China’s loss. It
would be China’s loss not to talk.

For years, China has tried to portray
itself to the world as mighty, as suc-
cessful, as peace-loving. And I hope
someday China is all of those things.

China, for years, has tried to portray
itself to the world as a gentle giant.
For a while, it worked. It worked until
it didn’t. The world now sees a dif-
ferent China. The world now sees a
China that mismanaged COVID, that is
on the wrong side of the Ukraine war,
that is destroying Hong Kong, that has
militarized the South and East China
Seas.

The world now sees a China that pun-
ishes its own people—the Uighurs and
the good people of Tibet—that denies
even the most basic civil rights to its
Han Chinese majority, including the
right to self-determine, including the
right even to access an uncensored
internet.

The world sees a China that tries to
bully other sovereign countries.

The world now sees a China whose
population is shrinking, whose people
are aging without a safety net for its
elderly, whose young, college-educated
children can’t find a job, whose housing
market is in turmoil.

The world now sees a China whose
debt is unmanageable, whose tech-
nology sector has been purposely, in-
tentionally stunted by its own political
leadership.

The world now sees a China whose
capital markets are flailing, whose
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state-owned entities are models of inef-
ficiency and corruption, and whose
economy is slowing.

I know that is a cold dish of truth,
but that is what the world sees. If
China cares about the world and if the
people of China care about how the
world sees China—and both do—China
will reengage with the world, including
the United States of America, not
shrink from it.

So I end, Madam President, as I
began. The United States and China
need to talk. The United States and
China need to talk, not just for the
United States but also for China and
for the world. And, frankly, China has
the most to gain, given the deteriora-
tion of its reputation.

But it is entirely up to China. Amer-
ica, we have done our part, and the
United States will continue to do its
part. We want to talk. We are con-
fident, but, lately, China’s insecurities
are loud.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MUR-
PHY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

NOMINATION OF DILAWAR SYED

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I rise
today to reiterate my strong support
for Dilawar Syed to serve as Deputy
Administrator of the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration.

Mr. Syed is highly qualified and
widely supported as a nominee who has
the backing of numerous business
groups and organizations. In many
ways, he is the picture of the American
dream. He is a business owner, entre-
preneur, and job creator who was born
in Pakistan and educated in the United
States. Over the course of his career,
Mr. Syed has founded and run several
companies in the tech and healthcare
sectors.

He also has firsthand experience deal-
ing with challenges small businesses
faced during this pandemic. During the
COVID-19 crisis, Mr. Syed chaired a
task force to help other businesses in
the State of California survive and re-
build from the pandemic. His experi-
ence in and commitment to the small
business sector are clear. That is why
over the past 2 years my Democratic
colleagues and I have made a concerted
effort to get Mr. Syed confirmed.

As Deputy Administrator, he would
largely be responsible for running the
day-to-day operations of the SBA.
Working with Administrator Guzman,
he will play a critical role in ensuring
that small businesses across our coun-
try have the support they need to con-
tinue growing.

This work is vital to Hawaii’s econ-
omy. More than 99 percent of the busi-
nesses in our State are small busi-
nesses, and nearly half of all employees
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in Hawaii work for a small business. A
strong, fully staffed Small Business
Administration is essential for these
small businesses in my home State and
millions more across the country.

Despite his stellar qualifications and
the importance of the SBA, for nearly
2 years my Republican colleagues have
blocked Mr. Syed’s nomination to serve
in this important role. I sit on the
Small Business Committee, and we
have had numerous times where we
would call a markup in order to enable
a vote on Mr. Syed’s nomination, and
the Republicans would simply not
bother to show up. They just wouldn’t
even bother to show up.

My Republican colleagues have at
different points wrongly accused Mr.
Syed of being anti-Israel. They have
chastised him for utilizing legal SBA
pandemic relief loans and raised other
baseless objections to his nomination.
One wonders why the Republicans so
eagerly raise objections to nominees
like Mr. Syed who are obviously quali-
fied for their nominated positions. But
despite their baseless bluster, the facts
are clear: Mr. Syed is well qualified to
serve as Deputy Administrator of the
Small Business Administration, and
his confirmation will make our econ-
omy and our country stronger.

While it never should have taken this
long—2 years—I am glad that tomor-
row this body will vote on Mr. Syed’s
nomination to serve as Deputy Admin-
istrator. As I said, it has taken far too
long to have someone as qualified and
as committed—to have his vote occur.

I look forward to voting to confirm
Mr. Syed and to working with him to
strengthen small businesses in every
corner of our country.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

251ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE ‘‘GASPEE’’ RAID

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
every year, I come to the Senate floor
around the anniversary of June 9 of
1772 to educate our pages—and anyone
else listening—about an event that
took place that night in Rhode Island
as the United States moved towards its
revolutionary conflict with Great Brit-
ain.

And the lead-up to this was that
Rhode Island was a shipping and a
trading State; and Newport, in par-
ticular, was an extremely wealthy and
active trading community. And the
British government very much wanted
to tax all of that trading, and the
Rhode Islanders very much wanted not
to be taxed.

And so there was considerable back-
and-forth between the colonists in
Rhode Island and what was then the
mother country. And when the obstrep-
erousness of the Rhode Islanders
reached a certain point, a new ship and
a new captain were detailed to Rhode
Island to do a better job of collecting
taxes from the shipping traffic.

The captain was named Dudingston—
Lieutenant Dudingston—of her maj-
esty’s royal Navy. And he came in with
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a rather very poor attitude about
Rhode Island and behaved quite badly.
He seized ships without much provo-
cation. He would grab them and send
them off to be sold for salvage. He
would steal cargoes out of ships.

He made himself extremely unpopu-
lar to a point that the chief justice of
Rhode Island said: Excuse me, you
don’t get to do this. Under Rhode Is-
land law, under our colonial charter, if
you want to operate Rhode Island
waters, you actually have to declare
yourself and show your commission to
our Governor.

And the rather undiplomatic re-
sponse of Lieutenant Dudingston was,
if anybody tries to interfere with my
operations, I will hang them.

So things were not all that great be-
tween Lieutenant Dudingston and
Rhode Island. And his ship, which is
this one, was called the Gaspee, as in
the Gaspe Peninsula up in Canada. She
was an armed revenue cutter of fairly
good size. And it was her job to basi-
cally pull over ships, search their car-
goes, seize their cargoes, demand taxes,
if necessary, seize the vessel.

One of his early seizures was a boat
called the Fortune, which was owned by
Nathanael Greene, who had not been
particularly active in revolutionary
matters until he had his fortune seized
by Lieutenant Dudingston. And after
that, he became quite active in revolu-
tionary matters to the point of becom-
ing, essentially, the adjutant for
George Washington and then being sent
by George Washington down to run the
southern campaign of the revolution
where the commanding British general
in the Revolutionary War said: That
damn Greene is more dangerous than
Washington, because he was so success-
ful running the southern campaign,
much of it provoked by this Lieutenant
Dudingston and his seizure of Greene’s
boat, the Fortune.

On this occasion, June 9, 1772, a boat
called the Hannah, captained by Ben-
jamin Lindsey, was sailing up Narra-
gansett Bay to deliver cargo to Provi-
dence. And the Gaspee approached and
signaled the Hannah to heave to, to be
boarded and searched. And the Hannah
refused. Captain Lindsey kept sailing.

So the Gaspee gave chase, and the
two boats sailed, one after the other,
with occasional gunfire from the decks
of the Gaspee north towards Provi-
dence.

Before you get to Providence, there
is a point that sticks out. And where
the river flows in, there is a sand berm
that sticks out into the bay. And Cap-
tain Lindsey, who knew the waters of
Narragansett Bay very well, sailed over
this sandy shallows off of what was
called Namquit Point and kept going
on his merry way up to Providence.

The Gaspee was a bigger vessel. It
drew more water, and it ran into the
sand berm in a falling tide. It was
stuck. It was trapped. It was helpless.

The Hannah Kept going up. Captain
Lindsey went up to Providence. When
he got to the Port of Providence, he
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rounded up John Brown, who later be-
came heavily involved in setting up
Brown University, and another Rhode
Island worthy named Abraham Whip-
ple, who continued to have an inter-
esting naval career.

Brown and Whipple and others went
to Sabin’s Tavern, and people beat
drums in the street to get attention.
People gathered, and a crowd assem-
bled. After suitable refreshment, they
filled in a number of long boats—five or
six long boats. And that night, in the
dark, with muffled oars, they rowed
back down to the stranded Gaspee.

There they challenged Lieutenant
Dudingston to surrender his vessel,
and, when he refused, they rowed to the
vessel and, from multiple sides,
boarded it.

During the altercation, Lieutenant
Dudingston was shot. I am pleased to
report that he was not killed. He recov-
ered from his wounds, retired, ulti-
mately, from naval service, and went
back to Scotland and raised many chil-
dren. But the injury that he received, 1
believe, was actually the first blood
spilled in what became the Revolu-
tionary conflict between the Colonies
and Great Britain.

So after they had seized the vessel,
the Rhode Islanders bound up the crew
and rowed them ashore. There is a pub
right up the street, right now, from
where they were rowed ashore, with a
little monument you can see that rec-
ognizes the evening that they rode
ashore, June 9, 1772. Then they went
back out to the stranded Gaspee and set
her afire.

Now, the Gaspee had cannons, and
cannons use powder, and powder is
kept in a magazine. So when the fire
got to the powder magazine, this hap-
pened. The Gaspee was blown to smith-
ereens, and that was the end of her
predatory behavior in Rhode Island
Sound and Narragansett Bay.

Now, by way of point of contrast, up
in Massachusetts, more than a year
later, a number of Massachusetts colo-
nists went onboard a British ship, and
they pushed tea bags off of the boat
and into Boston Harbor, which, I am
sure, was a very brave and wonderful
thing to do. But from Rhode Island’s
perspective, we outsmarted the British,
we got the boat stuck, we seized the
boat, we captured the entire crew, and
then we blew it up, more than a year
before the tea bag incident in Boston
Harbor. I think we are entitled to some
credit for that.

But Massachusetts produced Ad-
amses who became Presidents. They
produced Harvard, which wrote his-
tories. And the story of the Boston Tea
Party is now known to—do you guys
know the story? Yes, every page head
nods. They know the Boston Tea Party
story.

I don’t know what Rhode Island has
to do to get out of the shadow of the
Boston Tea Party, but we blew the
damn boat up and I think that is pretty
good.

The final of the story is that King
George was furious about this. He took

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

this as an enormous insult to his king-
dom, to his crown, and to himself. And
so he decreed that all of the insurgents
who had rowed down in those boats
were to be caught and were to be
hanged. And a bounty was put for in-
formation leading to the identification
of the Rhode Islanders who partici-
pated in the Gaspee raid.

I will say with some pride that no
credible testimony ever emerged. The
trials never took place. The mnooses
hung empty. And Rhode Island—
against all of that pressure and with
the allure of these bribes and bounties
from the King—refused to give up their
secrets. So it is a very strong story in
many regards.

And we now have created a brandnew
license plate. It is not out on cars yet,
I don’t believe. This one says ‘‘SAM-
PLE.” But there is the Rhode Island li-
cense plate with the ‘“‘Gaspee Days
1772 logo and the exploding Gaspee on
it. I can’t wait to get one and to drive
it up to Massachusetts and park it near
Boston Harbor and have some tea.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). The clerk will call the
roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SENATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, I
rise today to bring attention to the
issues that Americans are facing at
home—the problems that I see and hear
from my constituents in West Virginia,
and I am sure the Presiding Officer
hears many of the same in your home
State. I want to raise the question as
to why the Senate is not bringing some
of the solutions to the floor.

As you know, I am a lifelong West
Virginian. I care deeply about and un-
derstand the concern of our residents
and the difficulties that our families
are facing. Our families, our veterans,
our small business owners, our manu-
facturers, law enforcement, and com-
munities—they are struggling—what
they are struggling with.

I was initially inspired to get in-
volved in public service when I saw
these local issues arising, and many of
those I have tried to help face in my
own home community of Charleston,
WYV. Later on, as the passion in me sort
of grew, I decided to seek a bigger plat-
form in the House of Representatives
and, now, here in this esteemed body,
the U.S. Senate. As public servants, it
is our responsibility to not only put
forth but to take action on issues that
Americans are facing. We can do that
to improve the lives of those we serve.

But it seems to me and it pains me
that so many of the legislative solu-
tions that we have come to work to
craft—some of which are bipartisan—
collect dust on the majority leader’s
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desk. In fact, that, to me, is very unac-
ceptable.

Let’s start with the issue that touch-
es so0 many lives—the issue of addic-
tion. Our country is in a deep and con-
tinued battle with an addiction crisis,
something I raised multiple times on
this Senate floor and something that I
am committed to curbing and stopping.
With the data available from the CDC—
the latest report on drug overdose
deaths—it is obvious that fentanyl, our
clear and common enemy, is fueling
the highest overdose rates we have
seen for individuals between 25 and 44.

CDC provisional data released on
May 17 also revealed that more than
100,000 Americans—100,000 Americans—
died from drug overdoses in 2022, be-
coming the most deadly year on record.
And some of those, I think—some of us
in the Chamber tonight might know
one or two people or at least families
who are affected.

My colleagues and I have introduced
legislation that will further coordinate
efforts to disrupt the distribution of
fentanyl, to block efforts to ship illicit
drugs into the United States, and to
improve law enforcement training to
crack down on drug trafficking tactics.

In a crisis this deadly and urgent,
time is of the essence, and these bills
deserve the time to be considered. Yet,
despite these alarming statistics and
the commonsense solutions that we
have put forward, the majority leader
has refused to take any of these bills
up on the Senate floor.

Regarding law enforcement, over the
weekend we had one of the saddest
things happen in our State of West Vir-
ginia. A West Virginia State trooper
was tragically killed in the line of
duty.

Our hearts are broken with the loss
of Sergeant Cory Maynard. He was only
37 years old. He had a wife and two
children. It is a very tragic, tragic
story.

Our brave law enforcement officers
defend communities across our States
from crime and work incredibly hard to
help keep our cities and towns safe.
They are the first to answer the call.
They continuously—continuously—
show courage and heroism. There must
be swift penalties in place for criminals
who target our officers, and resources
must be available to ensure their safe-
ty.

I joined several of my colleagues last
month to introduce several pieces of
legislation that support law enforce-
ment officers and increase their safety.
But I will say it again: The majority
leader has yet to take up any of the
legislation that we have offered.

Additionally, residents across my
State and the entire country are still
reeling with the elevated costs of all
things—from housing, energy, food,
and everyday essential items. And, as
our economy continues to prove its
weakness under President Biden, the
hard-earned dollars of hard-working
Americans do not stretch as far as they
need to.
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In May, the Institute for Supply
Management’s industrial PMI showed
that our manufacturing sectors are
shrinking. We hear all about that we
have to make more here. Guess what.
Our manufacturing sectors are shrink-
ing. Extended pressure on manufac-
turing output and prices for goods has
been caused by higher interest rates,
increased cost of living, and complete
economic uncertainty. And this further
restricts our ability to make things in
this country.

That is why I have introduced the
American Investment in Manufac-
turing Act. It is a bill that would rein-
state a much needed measure that al-
lows industries affected by sustained
high interest rates to grow, to increase
jobs and wages, and to contribute to
the U.S. economy. It is past time that
this body stand with American manu-
facturing—our small business owners
and the employers and employees that
keep this great country running.

My colleagues and I continue to put
forward solutions that invest in an ‘‘all
of the above’” energy plan: innovative
ways to utilize everything from con-
ventional, renewable, and nuclear en-
ergy sources to build back our energy
independence; solutions that rein in
government spending, that attack the
true causes of fraud, waste, and abuse,
that will saddle future generations
with insurmountable debt; solutions
that provide proper resources to our
veterans, those who have served our
country and put their life on the line
for our freedom deserve our utmost re-
spect and support.

What makes this all the more frus-
trating is that the Senate has proven
our ability to legislate in a bipartisan
way. We have done so on multiple
fronts in recent memory on issues like
infrastructure, American competitive-
ness, and just last week as we acted to
raise the debt ceiling and avoid eco-
nomic catastrophe.

There is no reason why this body
should be hamstrung on addressing the
biggest needs of our country and im-
proving the lives of our residents in the
areas where they need it the most.

I understand that floor time is a pre-
cious commodity, especially knowing
that we have to take up action on sev-
eral must-pass pieces of legislation. We
have to pass 12 appropriations bills out
of this body; we have to pass the farm
bill; we have to pass FAA reauthoriza-
tion; and perhaps, most significantly, a
bill that under this Democratic leader
has never gotten a fair amount of its
time or consideration, the National De-
fense Authorization Act.

The American people want to see this
place work for them. They want to see
action on issues that impact them
every single day. I encourage the ma-
jority leader to heed the concerns of
our constituents and join in our efforts
to provide the answers American fami-
lies and communities are desperately
looking for.

Until then, my Republican colleagues
and I will continue to put forward the
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answers that the American people de-
serve.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. LANKFORD. Madam President,
the White House and the Department
of Homeland Security released a press
release yesterday to talk about what is
happening on the border currently, es-
pecially on our southwest land border.
I wanted to read just one line from the
press release that was put out by
Homeland Security yesterday, where
they state in their press release:

The administration’s plan is working as in-
tended. [The administration’s plan is work-
ing as intended.]

Now, what they were referencing was
what is happening on the southwest
border and the number of people who
are crossing our border that are being
“encountered’ at the border. That is
the new term from Homeland Security
for the number of people who cross our
border illegally. They are ‘‘encoun-
tered.”

In the past, those individuals—and
what I mean ‘‘in the past,” I mean the
past 2 years. Those individuals crossed
our southern border and asked for asy-
lum because they were told by the car-
tels what to say. The cartels would say
to each individual as they crossed and
paid the fee to the cartel: Tell them
you are afraid in your country.

They would cross the border. They
would say the words, “I am afraid in
my country.” They would be given an
asylum hearing date in the future.
That date is anywhere—depending on
where they go in the country—between
3 years and 7 years in the future. And
they are told they can go anywhere in
the United States they want to travel
during that time period.

Now, that is what it used to be. The
administration came forward and said:
We have a whole new plan. Our new
plan post-title 42—that is the end of
the pandemic restrictions—our new
plan is that we are going to tell people
there is a rebuttable presumption that
you don’t qualify, so don’t come.

So here is what has happened. Now
you cross the border—and there are
two ways you can cross the border.
Now, this is the new plan: You can ei-
ther fill out the paperwork before you
come or, when you cross, we will fill
out the paperwork for you.

If we fill out the paperwork for you,
it will take longer for you to come into
the country and cross the border or you
can fill out the paperwork before. What
is that called? It is called CBP One. It
is an app that now you can download
from anywhere in the world, fill out
your paperwork ahead of time, and
when you cross, they will quickly expe-
dite you into the country for your asy-
lum hearing anywhere between 3 and 7
years in the future or, if you cross be-
tween ports of entry, then it is going to
take you probably another 8 hours or
so for them to get all the paperwork
filled out for you, and then you will
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still be released into the country and
have a hearing 3 to 7 years in the fu-
ture.

What does the administration mean
when they said the administration’s
plan is working as intended? They have
now split up the numbers, and they
have announced: Look, our numbers
are less than 4,000 people now who are
crossing the border illegally.

It was just 10,000 people 2 weeks ago.
Of course, what they didn’t say was the
week before that, it was right at 5,000.
But what they are not saying is they
have actually taken—if you fill out on
the app ahead of time, they don’t count
those numbers anymore.

Here is what has happened. We have
the same number of people illegally
crossing our border this week that we
had 3 weeks ago and that we had 3
weeks before that.

The administration now has just
split up the numbers, how they are
counted. If you fill out the app in ad-
vance or we fill it out for you when you
cross the border, those are now two
separate sets at the border, but they
are still the same exact people who are
crossing into the country. Except when
I was at the border just 2 weeks ago
and asked how all of this is working, I
asked a very simple question: What are
you noticing that is different now than
what was different before?

The response from CBP was: Well, it
is the same. People are still moving in.
They are allowed to be able to come
into the country between ports of
entry or at ports of entry, that is the
same. But what has changed is a dra-
matic increase in the number of non-
Spanish speakers who are coming.

And the first words that I had from
several different individuals I spoke
with, both from nongovernmental orga-
nizations and from our Federal law en-
forcement when I was there last, was
that we are worried for our national se-
curity. In fact, Federal law enforce-
ment used the exact term. We have
military-age, single adult men coming
into our country from non-Spanish-
speaking nations in the Middle East,
West Africa, Russia, and China now in
much higher numbers than we had be-
fore.

Just to set the context of what is
happening now while the administra-
tion is saying the plan is ‘“‘working as
intended,” here is what has happened:
In the first 2 weeks of the end of title
42, we had 1,000 men from Mauritania,
West Africa, come across our border—
1,000. Exactly none of them do we have
criminal background information on—
none of them.

Let me just compare 2 years ago to
this year. So far this year, and this
year is not over—if I look at Mauri-
tania, we had 90 people 2 years ago
from Mauritania; so far this year,
4,300—so0 far this year. By the way, that
doesn’t include the May number that I
was just saying. That is 1,000 more. So
we are well in excess of 5,000 this year
so far from Mauritania.

From Iran, it has gone from 62 to al-
most 300.



S1998

From Syria, and we have no back-
ground information on any of the folks
coming in from Syria, we have had
right at 200 people come in from Syria
so far this year.

From Pakistan, we have had over 500.

From Somalia, we have had over
1,600.

From China, we have had right at
10,000 people this year. If I go back 2
years ago, from China, it was 450.

Yes, there is a huge shift that is ac-
tually occurring of Middle Eastern
men, North African men, men from
Russia and from China who are accel-
erating across our southern border, be-
cause right now apparently the admin-
istration’s plan is ‘‘working as in-
tended,” and we have thousands of peo-
ple who are still crossing our border.

I have heard even some recent report-
ing in the news on this that the num-
bers are way down. The numbers are
way down. But apparently the press
doesn’t take the time to be able to look
and see that the numbers have actually
been split out into two different cat-
egories. The numbers are not down. In
fact, the numbers right now would av-
erage somewhere around 450,000 a
month—right now.

The highest month during the peak
of the immigration surge under the
Obama administration, the highest
month that happened during that time
period when there was chaos and cam-
eras that were focused on the South-
west border—the highest month was
69,000. The administration is now say-
ing ‘“‘Our plan is working’’ when there
are 150,000 a month coming across the
border.

It is not working. It is fudging the
numbers. It is trying to tell the Amer-
ican people: Look away. It is trying to
say ‘“We are doing a whole new set of
enforcement on the border” when real-
ly what is happening is that people are
being released into the country the
same as they have always been released
into the country for the last 2 years.
The difference is, they are told: Hey, if
you show up for your hearing 3 years
from now, we may be more strict to
you. But at the border, they are mov-
ing through just the same, being waved
through.

I bring this up to this body to ask a
simple question: Have we learned noth-
ing from 9/11? Thousands of Americans
died because a group of individuals
overstayed their visas here in the
United States. No one went to check on
them. No one went to track them and
just ignored the realities of what could
be there.

We have a huge national security
risk, and God forbid we have a huge
terrorist attack again just because we
want to tell everyone ‘‘The plan is
working as intended. Look away. The
numbers are down’”’ when we literally
have people coming in from all over
the world who may be coming to work
here or may be coming in for nefarious
reasons. We don’t know. We literally
don’t know if these folks are fleeing
poverty or fleeing justice because we
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have no criminal history on these indi-
viduals coming in from around the
world—none.

In fact, as frightening as it may
seem, right now the current policy hap-
pening at the southwest border is if
someone shows up without any identi-
fication or with a photocopy of an ID
that they say is theirs, it is being ac-
cepted as real.

They can literally come in and say, I
am from Mauritania or Somalia or
Syria or Iran or China or Russia, and
this is my name, and they have no ID.
We are creating for them a new ID card
that is an American ID card and hand-
ing them a new identity and saying
“Show up at your hearing 3 years from
now, in the future. Travel anywhere
you want in the country. You can use
this card to fly, to travel, or to show as
ID” when we literally have no idea if
that is what their name is or that is
the country they are from. That is the
plan that is ‘“‘working as intended”
right now on our southwest border. I
think it is a huge national security
vulnerability.

We need to talk about asylum. We
need to talk about how we are going to
define the national security risks of
the United States. This body needs to
have a real conversation about what
legal immigration looks like and what
we are going to say to the world about
illegal immigration.

If any of these individuals were to
travel into Canada right now, the Ca-
nadians already have a clear law deal-
ing with asylum. These folks would not
be accepted into Canada because it
would violate their basic asylum rules
on how they handle it. But they are
being literally waved into our country
with no ID, with no criminal back-
ground check, and released into the
country under the promise that they
will show up at a hearing 3 to 7 years
in the future. Can somebody explain to
me why that is logical?

If these same folks moved into Ger-
many and said they wanted to claim
asylum, Germany would put them in
what they call a humanitarian center,
where they would stay. They wouldn’t
be released into Germany. Germany
would never do that. They would stay
in that one humanitarian area while
they process through their asylum
claim, and if they didn’t qualify for
asylum, they would be sent back to
their original country, and that is usu-
ally within about 2 to 3 months. We are
instead handing them a brandnew ID,
which we have no idea is their real
name, releasing them into the country,
and saying: We hope you show up 3 to
7 years from now at your hearing. Can
somebody tell me that is wise?

I am not asking for something crazy
or something, quite frankly, the rest of
the world doesn’t already do, but for
some reason, this body is locked up to
talk about what everyone sees as obvi-
ous, and we refuse to even debate the
issues of asylum and national security.

This is not caustic and hard; this is
reasonable, where most Americans are.
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But we are not even talking about it on
the floor right now, but we should be-
cause it matters. The national security
of our country is counting on us having
adult conversations about the direction
of our country, and I would encourage
us to get started on this sooner rather
than later for the sake of our future as
a nation.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call
be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
OssOrF). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
consider the following nominations en
bloc: Calendar Nos. 76, 128, and 216; that
the Senate vote on the nominations en
bloc without intervening action or de-
bate; that the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table; and that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the nominations
en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nominations of Justin
L. Martinez, of Utah, to be United
States Marshal for the District of Utah
for the term of four years; William R.
Hart, of New Hampshire, to be United
States Marshal for the District of New
Hampshire for the term of four years;
and Shannon R. Saylor, of Virginia, to
be United States Marshal for the East-
ern District of Virginia for the term of
four years, en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
GAO OPINION LETTER

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the fol-
lowing GAO opinion letter be printed
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD:

Matter of: U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Food and Nutrition Service—Applicability of
the Congressional Review Act to Food and
Nutrition Service Policy Memorandum CRD
01-2022, Application of Bostock v. Clayton
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County to Program Discrimination Com-
plaint Processing—Policy Update

File: B-334411

Date: June 5, 2023.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. GOVERNMENT
ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE,
Washington, DC.
DECISION

Matter of: U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Food and Nutrition Service—Applica-
bility of the Congressional Review Act to
Food and Nutrition Service Policy
Memorandum CRD 01-2022, Application
of Bostock v. Clayton County to Pro-
gram Discrimination Complaint Proc-
essing—Policy Update.

File: B-334411.

Date: June 5, 2023.

DIGEST

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food
and Nutrition Service (USDA/FNS) published
a memorandum titled Application of
Bostock v. Clayton County to Program Dis-
crimination Complaint Processing—Policy
Update (Update). GAO received a request for
a decision as to whether the Update is a rule
for purposes of the Congressional Review Act
(CRA). CRA incorporates the Administrative
Procedure Act’s (APA) definition of a rule
and requires that before a rule can take ef-
fect, an agency must submit the rule to both
the House of Representatives and the Senate,
as well as to the Comptroller General. USDA/
FNS did not submit a CRA report to Con-
gress or the Comptroller General on the Up-
date.

The Update announced USDA/FNS’s con-
clusion that the prohibitions against sex dis-
crimination in USDA/FNS-enforced statutes
prohibit discrimination on the basis of gen-
der identity and sexual orientation. Based on
this conclusion, the Update directed state
agencies and program operators to handle
complaints alleging discrimination on the
basis of gender identity and sexual orienta-
tion as complaints of prohibited sex dis-
crimination. We conclude that the Update
meets CRA’s definition of a rule and no CRA
exception applies. Therefore, the Update is
subject to CRA’s submission requirement.

DECISION

On May 5, 2022, the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, Food and Nutrition Service
(USDA/FNS) issued a memorandum titled
Application of Bostock v. Clayton County to
Program Discrimination Complaint Proc-
essing—Policy Update (Update), available at
https:/www.fns.usda.gov/cr/crd-01-2022  (last
visited Apr. 14, 2023). We received a request
for a decision as to whether the Update is a
rule for purposes of the Congressional Re-
view Act (CRA). Letter from Senators Roger
Marshall, Marsha Blackburn, John Barrasso,
Tom Cotton, and James Lankford, to the
Comptroller General (June 16, 2022). As dis-
cussed below, we conclude that the Update is
a rule subject to CRA’s submission require-
ment.

Our practice when rendering decisions is to
contact the relevant agencies to obtain their
legal views on the subject of the request.
GAO, Procedures and Practices for Legal De-
cisions and Opinions, GAO-06-1064SP (Wash-
ington, D.C.: Sept. 2006) (Procedures), avail-
able at https:/www.gao.gov/products/gao-06-
1064sp. Accordingly, we reached out to
USDA/FNS to obtain the agency’s legal
views. Letter from Assistant General Coun-
sel, GAO, to General Counsel, USDA (July 13,
2022). Although USDA/FNS did not provide a
substantive response with its legal views due
to ongoing litigation, we determined we have
sufficient information to issue a decision on
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this matter. Letter from General Counsel,
USDA, to Assistant General Counsel, GAO
(Aug. 4, 2022) (First Response Letter); Letter
from General Counsel, USDA, to Assistant
General Counsel, GAO (Oct. 20, 2022) (Second
Response Letter).

BACKGROUND

Prohibitions Against Sex Discrimination in
USDA/FNS Programs

USDA/FNS administers federal programs
to increase food security and reduce hunger
among children and low-income people.
USDA/FNS, Our Agency, About FNS, avail-
able at https:/www.fns.usda.gov (last visited
Apr. 10, 2023). Laws such as Title IX of the
Education Amendments of 1972, as amended,
20 U.S.C. §1681-1688, and the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008, as amended, 7 U.S.C. §§2011
et seq., include prohibitions against sex dis-
crimination. Update at 1. USDA/FNS en-
forces those prohibitions. Id. Moreover,
where USDA/FNS has delegated certain pro-
gram responsibilities to states and other
nonfederal entities, these states and entities
may process complaints alleging sex dis-
crimination. See, e.g., 7T C.F.R. §271.4 (assign-
ing states the responsibility to administer
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP)), §272.6 (states may process
SNAP applicants’ discrimination com-
plaints).

In the Update, USDA/FNS announced that
it had reevaluated the prohibitions on sex
discrimination ‘‘in all FNS programs’’ due to
the Supreme Court’s decision in Bostock v.
Clayton County, 590 U.S.  , 140 S. Ct. 1731
(2020). Update at 1, 2. The Supreme Court in
Bostock held that the prohibition in Title
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 against sex
discrimination in employment includes a
prohibition against discrimination on the
basis of gender identity and sexual orienta-
tion. Bostock, at 1741. “‘In light of Bostock,”’
USDA/FNS explained in the Update that
‘“‘/discrimination based on gender identity
and sexual orientation can [also] constitute
prohibited sex discrimination under Title IX
[of the Education Amendments of 1972] and
the Food and Nutrition Act.” Update at 2.
With respect to Title IX, USDA/FNS indi-
cated that it was ‘‘adopting” recent analyses
by the Department of Justice and the De-
partment of Education, both of which had
applied Bostock to find that Title IX in-
cludes a prohibition against discrimination
based on gender identity and sexual orienta-
tion. With respect to the Food and Nutrition
Act, USDA/FNS said the Act’s non-
discrimination provision is ‘‘sufficiently
similar” to Title VII’s nondiscrimination
language as to make Bostock’s holding appli-
cable. Id.

Based on the above determinations, the
Update directed all ‘‘State agencies and pro-
gram operators’” who administer USDA/FNS
programs to ‘‘expeditiously review their pro-
gram discrimination complaint procedures’
and ‘make any changes necessary to ensure
complaints alleging discrimination on the
basis of gender identity and sexual orienta-
tion are processed and evaluated as [sex dis-
crimination] complaints.” Update at 3. The
Update further instructed state agencies to
‘‘distribute [the Update] to local agencies,
Program Operators and Sponsors, and all
other subrecipients of Federal financial as-
sistance.” Id. Finally, the Update ‘‘advised”
state agencies and program operators ‘‘that
the interpretation outlined in [the Update]
does not determine the outcome in any par-
ticular case, which will depend on the spe-
cific facts and circumstances of that case.”
Id.

The Congressional Review Act (CRA)

CRA, enacted in 1996 to strengthen con-
gressional oversight of agency rulemaking,
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requires federal agencies to submit a report
on each new rule to both houses of Congress
and to the Comptroller General for review
before a rule can take effect. 5 U.S.C.
§801(a)(1)(A). The report must contain a copy
of the rule, ‘‘a concise general statement re-
lating to the rule,” and the rule’s proposed
effective date. Id. CRA allows Congress to re-
view and disapprove federal agency rules for
a period of 60 days using special procedures.
See 5 U.S.C. §802. If a resolution of dis-
approval is enacted, then the new rule has no
force or effect. 5 U.S.C. §801(b)(1).

CRA adopts the definition of a rule under
the Administrative Procedure Act (APA), 5
U.S.C. §551(4), which states that a rule is
‘“‘the whole or a part of an agency statement
of general or particular applicability and fu-
ture effect designed to implement, interpret,
or prescribe law or policy or describing the
organization, procedure, or practice require-
ments of an agency.” 5 U.S.C. §804(3). How-
ever, CRA excludes three categories of rules
from coverage: (1) rules of particular applica-
bility; (2) rules relating to agency manage-
ment or personnel; and (3) rules of agency or-
ganization, procedure, or practice that do
not substantially affect the rights or obliga-
tions of non-agency parties. Id.

USDA/FNS did not submit a CRA report to
Congress or the Comptroller General on the
Update. In its first response to GAO, USDA/
FNS asked us to ‘“‘withdraw [our] request for
legal information” because of two pending
lawsuits concerning the Update. First Re-
sponse Letter, at 1. When GAO informed
USDA that those lawsuits did not prevent us
from carrying out our responsibility to as-
sist Congress, and that we would proceed to
issue a legal decision, USDA nevertheless
“respectfully decline[d] to comment’ on the
questions we posed. Second Response Letter,
at 1-2. Although USDA/FNS did not provide
a substantive response to GAO’s inquiries
concerning this matter, we reviewed filings
in the lawsuits identified in the agency’s
First Response Letter to determine if the
agency or other parties raised arguments
concerning the applicability of CRA. We
found no such arguments. Based on the fac-
tual information and legal issues we re-
viewed, we determined we have sufficient in-
formation to issue a decision on this matter.

DISCUSSION

An agency action is subject to CRA if it
meets the APA’s definition of a rule and no
CRA exception applies. Because the Update
meets the APA’s definition of a rule, and be-
cause no CRA exception applies, the Update
is subject to CRA’s submission requirement.

The Update meets the APA definition of a
rule. It is an agency statement issued by the
FNS/Civil Rights Division to the Regional
and State Directors of all Food and Nutri-
tion Service programs. Update at 1. It has fu-
ture effect because it directs state agencies
and program operators to ‘‘make any
changes necessary’’ to their complaint-han-
dling processes and ‘‘distribute this memo-
randum’ to additional personnel, among
other things. Id. at 3. It prescribes policy for
USDA/FNS, and all others implementing
USDA/FNS programs, by instructing ‘‘that
discrimination based on gender identity and
sexual orientation can constitute prohibited
sex discrimination under Title IX and the
Food and Nutrition Act. Id. at 2.

Additionally, none of CRA’s exceptions
apply:

First, the Update is not a rule of particular
applicability. Rules of particular applica-
bility are those addressed to specific, identi-
fied entities that address actions that may
or may not be taken, in light of the facts and
circumstances. B-334221, Feb. 9, 2023; B-
333732, July 28, 2022. Here, by contrast, the
Update is addressed to directors in ‘‘all re-
gions” and ‘‘all states,” and instructs them
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to distribute the Update further to ‘‘local
agencies, Program Operators and Sponsors,
and all other subrecipients of Federal finan-
cial assistance.” Update at 1, 3. USDA/FNS
intended the Update to reach everyone im-
plementing FNS programs and instructed
that it did not ‘‘determine the outcome in
any particular case.” Id. at 3. Thus, the Up-
date has general applicability. See, e.g., B-
333732, July 28, 2022 (explaining that USDA
Thrifty Food Plan updates addressed to ‘‘all
families’’ lacked particular applicability).

Second, the Update is not a rule relating to
agency management or personnel. ‘‘A rule
falls within the CRA exception for rules re-
lating to agency management or personnel if
it relates to purely internal agency matters,
with no effect on non-agency parties.” B-
334221, Feb. 9, 2023. Here, the Update relates
primarily to non-agency parties. As dis-
cussed above, it is addressed to ‘‘all state di-
rectors’ of USDA/FNS programs, among oth-
ers, and it directs further distribution to
other nonfederal entities. Update at 1. The
Update’s stated purpose is to ‘‘provide direc-
tion to’’ such non-agency parties, to ensure
their procedures comport with a USDA/FNS
policy. Id. That policy, moreover, concerns
the rights of private households to have
their complaints of discrimination based on
gender identity and sexual orientation proc-
essed and evaluated as complaints of dis-
crimination based on sex. Id. at 3. Thus, the
Update is not a rule relating to agency man-
agement or personnel. See B-333732, July 28,
2022 (USDA update to Thrifty Food Plan did
not qualify for CRA’s second exception be-
cause it addressed ‘‘the amount of SNAP
benefits for qualifying families’’), B-333501,
Dec. 14, 2021 (Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) mask requirement did not
qualify for CRA’s second exception because
it addressed public travelers and conveyance
operators).

Third, and finally, the Update has a sub-
stantial impact on the rights and obligations
of non-agency parties. We have recognized
that agencies may meet the third CRA ex-
ception when implementing ‘‘new internal
procedures’ to ensure compliance with an
“existing statutory obligation.”” B-330190,
Dec. 19, 2018. Thus, in B-330190, we considered
a Department of Justice (DOJ) memorandum
that adopted a zero tolerance policy with re-
gard to prosecuting certain individuals who
violated 8 U.S.C. §1325(a) by entering the
country illegally. Id. We found that DOJ’s
memo did not ‘“‘alter individual rights’ be-
cause there was no underlying change in the
legal rights of individuals crossing the bor-
der. Id. Here, the Update purports merely to
“clarify’’ existing requirements of anti-dis-
crimination provisions. Update, at 1. How-
ever, unlike in B-330190, the Update forwards
a novel interpretation of the law with re-
spect to USDA/FNS-enforced statutes.

Prior to Bostock, sex discrimination under
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was
not universally understood to include dis-
crimination on the basis of gender identity
and sexual orientation; rather, the Supreme
Court’s decision established that under-
standing as a matter of law. Bostock, at 1741,
1754. Importantly, the Update itself is not
even a direct application of Bostock, but an
extension of its holding (in the Title VII con-
text) to the context of USDA/FNS-enforced
statutes. The Update explains how USDA/
FNS ‘‘determined’” that discrimination on
the basis of gender identity and sexual ori-
entation can constitute sex discrimination
under the statutes USDA/FNS enforces, and
the implication is that USDA/FNS had not
reached or announced that determination
previously. Update at 3.

The Update does not qualify for CRA’s
third exception, as it creates new policy and,
in doing so, has a substantial impact on the
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rights and obligations of non-agency parties.
See B-333732 at 5 (USDA Thrifty Food Plan
update had substantial impact by ‘‘granting
increased benefit allotments” to families);
B-333501 at 5 (CDC mask requirement had
substantial impact by ‘‘impos[ing] new re-
quirements on people who are traveling to
wear masks’’). Namely, it expands the obli-
gations of state agencies and program opera-
tors by requiring them to ‘‘review’ their dis-
crimination complaint procedures and
‘““make any changes necessary.” Update at 3.
The Update also expands the rights of FNS
benefit applicants by requiring that an appli-
cant’s complaint alleging discrimination on
the basis of gender identity and/or sexual
orientation be processed and evaluated as a
complaint of discrimination based on sex,
which was not required prior to the Update.
CONCLUSION

The Update is a rule for CRA purposes be-
cause it meets the APA’s definition of a rule
and no CRA exception applies. Therefore, the
Update is subject to CRA’s requirement that
it be submitted to Congress before it can
take effect.

EDDA EMMANUELLI PEREZ,
General Counsel.

——————

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF KIKKOMAN
FOODS, INC.

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, today
I rise to recognize Kikkoman Foods,
Inc., on its 50th anniversary. I am
proud to honor this organization and
the ongoing international exchange of
food culture from Japan to Walworth,
WI.

What began in 1973 as the first U.S.-
based plant for the manufacturing of
soy sauce has now become a strong
part of the Walworth community. The
Mogi family soy sauce recipe dates
back over 300 years and was first intro-
duced in the United States at a Navy
Pier global business showcase. Crowds
present in Chicago tried Kikkoman soy
sauce for the first time. It was such a
big hit that Kikkoman created a com-
mittee to investigate production in the
United States. The committee settled
on Walworth, WI, because they saw
great potential in the proud tradition
of Wisconsin agriculture and a mid-
western work ethic. In addition, the
Midwest region provided an optimal
climate for the production of soy beans
and wheat, essential components of soy
sauce.

Soon, Kikkoman’s plant in Walworth
aided the fusion of American and Japa-
nese cuisine. In Walworth, soy sauce
became a Kkitchen staple. Kikkoman
continues to advance their mission of
expanding the use of soy sauce as a
“versatile flavor enhancer.” 1 appre-
ciate the continued fusion of these two
cultures and the partnerships of
Kikkoman in the Wisconsin commu-
nity. Together, Japanese technology
and American agriculture blend to cre-
ate a successful overseas expansion for
Kikkoman.

Today, the plant in Walworth is
Kikkoman’s North American produc-
tion headquarters and produces an esti-
mated 34 million gallons of soy sauce
annually, more brewed soy sauce than
any other facility around the world.
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Since its introduction to Wisconsin,
Kikkoman has been an essential con-
tributor to the Wisconsin economy and
shares the same commitment to the de-
velopment of Wisconsin businesses,
suppliers, service providers, and con-
tractors. Ultimately, the Walworth
Kikkoman production facility serves as
an important example of the copros-
perity and success of American and
Japanese partnerships.

We in Wisconsin are grateful to
Kikkoman for sharing the vibrant tra-
dition and well-respected values of soy
sauce brewing and the Japanese cul-
inary tradition. I am honored to recog-
nize the 50th anniversary of Kikkoman
Foods, Inc., and look forward to their
continued success in Wisconsin for
years to come.

——————

TRIBUTE TO KEN REICHARD

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise to
congratulate Kenneth Paul Reichard
on his retirement and to thank him for
his 17 years of outstanding service as
my Montgomery County district direc-
tor and his career of selfless service to
the residents of the county and all
Marylanders. This Monday, the city of
Rockville will officially recognize
Ken—a lifelong resident—for his serv-
ice. On April 14, Representative JAMIE
RASKIN interviewed Ken for one of his
weekly ‘‘Local Hero’’ podcasts. The ac-
colades Ken is receiving are well-de-
served. As Montgomery County Council
President Evan Glass stated, ‘“‘Ken has
been a terrific advocate for Mont-
gomery County! We are all bene-
ficiaries of his grace, good humor and
leadership.”” Ken is a local hero to
Maryland and a personal hero to me.
For the better part of two decades, Ken
has been a lifeline to Montgomery
County, helping to make sure that no
citizen is left behind.

Ken was born at the original Mont-
gomery General Hospital in Olney, MD,
on August 17, 1943. His parents were
Kenneth Henderson Reichard of Guil-
ford Township, Franklin County, PA,
and Gladys Lydia Martin Reichard of
Reid, Washington County, MD. He is a
descendent of a Revolutionary War sol-
dier, George Barnard Reichard, from
Pennsylvania, who fought from 1777 to
1780. He grew up in a union household
on Horners Lane in Rockville with an
older brother, Lee. Ken graduated from
Richard Montgomery High School,
Rockville, in 1961. While he attended
high school, he started working part-
time at the Safeway grocery store on
Bradley Boulevard in Bethesda. He
quickly joined the United Food and
Commercial Workers International
Union—UFCW—and became the local’s
youngest business agent ever when he
was just 21, winning his first election
by 87 votes. He traveled to other stores
around the State, and it wasn’t long
before Ken was handling labor griev-
ances and negotiating contracts. By
the time he finished his career with
UFCW, he was executive assistant to
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the president of the national union, di-
rector of government affairs, and sen-
ior vice president. Then-Governor Par-
ris Glendening tapped Ken to serve as
assistant secretary and commissioner
of labor and industry at the Maryland
Department of Labor, Licensing, and
Regulation. After that, he cochaired
Senator John Kerry’s 2004 Presidential
campaign in Maryland with Heather
Mizeur, who went on to serve as a
member of the Maryland House of Del-
egates from 2007 to 2015, representing
the 20th District in Montgomery Coun-
ty.

Given Ken’s extensive knowledge of
the issues, politics, and people of Mont-
gomery County and beyond, my cam-
paign contacted him and convinced
him to serve as my metropolitan Wash-
ington-area representative when I first
ran for the Senate in 2006. Ken has been
with me ever since, and I am so grate-
ful. He has met with countless con-
stituents, businessowners, and elected
officials; joined or represented me at
field events; served as my liaison to or-
ganized labor; and handled special as-
signments. He has done it all with
grace and insight and a quiet com-
petence.

Ken married Sandra Lee Wiley on
February 23, 1964, in Rockville, MD.
Ken, now widowed, has three children:
Cassie, Hric, and Paula; seven grand-
children: Lindsay, Caitlyn, Sampson,
Tyler, Amanda, Sydney, and Drew; and
two great-granddaughters: Maya and
Stella. Ken was a member of Crusader
Lutheran Church for a number of years
and held several positions on the
church counsel. Over the years, Ken
has enjoyed volunteering for political
campaigns and serving on several
boards within Montgomery County,
traveling in his motorhome, camping,
building and fixing anything for the
home, tending to an orchard of fruit
trees, and appreciating classic cars.

There are few Marylanders—and even
fewer Montgomery County residents—
who have not benefited in one way or
another from Ken’s lifelong service to
others. Ken has lived up to Douglas
Adams’s—author of ‘“The Hitchhiker’s
Guide to the Galaxy’—maxim, ‘To
give real service you must add some-
thing which cannot be bought or meas-
ured with money, and that is sincerity
and integrity.” I want to thank Ken’s
family for ‘‘sharing’ him with the peo-
ple of Montgomery County and all
Marylanders. Above all, I want to
thank Ken himself for his wise counsel
and friendship over the years. While he
no longer works for me in an official
capacity, I will continue to rely on him
unofficially in the weeks and months
ahead while hoping that he spends
more time with his family and friends
and recreational pursuits.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF LACONIA
MOTORCYCLE WEEK

® Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, today it
is my pleasure to recognize the 100th
anniversary of Laconia, New Hamp-
shire’s Motorcycle Week. Over the last
century, riders from New Hampshire
and across the country have gathered
in Laconia—the heart of New Hamp-
shire’s beautiful Lakes Region—to
gather with friends, celebrate their
shared passion for motorcycles, and
ride together.

Many consider Laconia’s Bike Week
to be the oldest national motorcycle
rally in the country. For decades, it
was the largest motorcycle rally in the
United States, and it still draws more
than 300,000 people a year, which helps
support the economy of the Lakes Re-
gion and the rest of New Hampshire as
Bike Week participants patronize our
small businesses. Laconia Bike Week is
a well-known and beloved tradition for
countless Granite Staters and bikers
near and far. For many, just the name
Bike Week evokes fond memories of
Laconia rallies from past years, from
cruising New Hampshire’s highways
and scenic byways, to spending time
with friends, old and new.

Bike Week, of course, does not hap-
pen without effort; it takes time and
dedication from the event organizers,
who each summer come together to
make this week possible. Nor is it by
chance that this event takes place in
New Hampshire; Bike Week is a part of
the very fabric of the Granite State.
Bike Week shows off our State’s nat-
ural beauty; a ride through Laconia,
with an open road ahead and a breeze
from Lake Winnipesaukee blowing by,
reminds us of why Granite Staters are
always proud to call New Hampshire
home. For bikers and nonbikers alike,
the roar and thunder of engines, the
thrill of zooming down a highway, the
dazzling tricks and stunts performed at
rallies—summon up our State’s spirit.

One of the many pieces that makes
Bike Week special is that riders have
also regularly used the event as a
means to raise awareness and support
for critical issues facing New Hamp-
shire and our country. In 1957, riders
raised money to help fund polio re-
search and support families who were
grappling with that disease. This year
also marks the 35th anniversary of the
Meredith POW/MIA Awareness Vigil
and the 30th anniversary of the Free-
dom Ride to honor American POW/MIA
servicemembers, spearheaded by the
Northeast POW/MIA Network. Over the
past few years, more than 2,000 motor-
cyclists have joined the Freedom Ride
to commemorate the sacrifice of POW/
MIA servicemembers and raise aware-
ness for the missing servicemembers
who have not been found. The Freedom
Ride reminds servicemembers, their
families, and all Americans that POW/
MIA servicemembers—both those who
have returned and those who remain
missing—will never be forgotten.
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These acts of recognition and service
have helped make Bike Week into a
New Hampshire and American institu-
tion. For 100 years in Laconia, Ameri-
cans from all backgrounds and walks of
life have come together—united by
their shared enthusiasm and their deep
love for our beautiful country—and
worked to make our community and
our country a better place. One does
not have to be a biker to appreciate
that this spirit of enthusiasm, service,
and love of country embodies New
Hampshire—and America—at our best.

On behalf of Congress and all Granite
Staters, I offer my congratulations to
the event organizers for 100 years of
Laconia Motorcycle Week. I have no
doubt that Granite Staters and Ameri-
cans across the country can look for-
ward to it for generations to come.®

————

RECOGNIZING LOVE AT FIRST
BITE MERCANTILE

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, Idaho
small businesses are the backbone of
our economy and our communities.
These small businesses not only em-
ploy friends and neighbors, but they
showcase Idaho’s creativity and values.
Idaho small businesses provide invalu-
able goods and services and are an in-
trinsic element of the Gem State.
These small businesses deserve to be
celebrated for the integral role they
play in our communities. I am proud to
relaunch Support Local Gems, a state-
wide initiative, on June 9, to encourage
Idahoans to support the small busi-
nesses that make the Gem State spe-
cial. As a member and former chairman
of the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship, I am
pleased to honor Love at First Bite
Mercantile as one of Idaho’s Small
Businesses of the Month for June 2023.

Love at First Bite opened its doors in
Idaho Falls in 2009. Despite the reces-
sion, Juli and Mike Richards took the
opportunity to make their dream a re-
ality. By 2012, they had doubled in size
and, in 2019, were able to expand again.
Love at First Bite began when Juli and
her daughter combined their chocolate
and cupcake businesses but has since
grown to offer a wide variety of prod-
ucts. In addition to gourmet food
items, Love at First Bite is known for
their line of specialty oils and vin-
egars, specialty drinks, home decor,
beauty products, and jewelry.

The Richards are active members of
the community and regularly con-
tribute their sweet treats to commu-
nity fundraisers and school events.
Each summer, Love at First Bite do-
nates products to local libraries as a
tasty incentive for youth reading pro-
grams.

Congratulations to Juli and Mike
Richards and all of the employees at
Love at First Bite Mercantile for being
selected as an Idaho Small Business of
the Month for June 2023. You are an
outstanding example of what it means
to be one of Idaho’s Local Gems. You
make our great State proud, and I look
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forward to your continued growth and
success.®

—————

TRIBUTE TO ANNA BABCOCK

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Anna Babcock, the St. Lucie
County Teacher of the Year, from
Fairlawn Elementary Magnet School in
Fort Pierce, FL.

Anna treats each day as if she is
teaching future businessowners, em-
ployers, and politicians. She works to
leave a lasting impact on their lives,
which often causes her to remember
those who helped her become the
teacher she is today.

Anna credits receiving this honor to
the many women who positively influ-
enced her. She hopes her successful
teaching career reflects on those who
dedicated much time and effort in
making her an educator and a parent.

Anna is a third generation Fort
Pierce local who has taught in St.
Lucie County for the past 15 years. She
teaches gifted students and focuses on
lesson plans that detail contributions
made by women to our Nation.

I offer my deepest gratitude and best
wishes to Anna for her commitment to
her students. I look forward to hearing
about her continued good work in the
years to come.®

——————

TRIBUTE TO ASHLEY BANGERT

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Ashley Bangert, the Indian River
County Teacher of the Year, from Se-
bastian Elementary School of the Arts
in Sebastian, FL.

Ashley works closely with each of
her students as she is committed to
supporting their academic growth. She
knows building a relationship with
each child is imperative in nurturing
them to be successful.

Ashley also works with her fellow
educators in connecting with students
and their parents. This helps ensure
that lessons taught in her classroom
are also applied at a student’s home.

Ashley is in her 17th year as an edu-
cator and is a member of her school’s
PTA board. She began teaching fourth
grade in 2005 before becoming a fifth
grade teacher and a Title-1 Reading
Interventionist. She is in her second
year as the math instructional coach
at Sebastian Elementary School of the
Arts.

I extend my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to Ashley for her dedication to
her students. I look forward to hearing
about her continued success in the
years to come.®

————

TRIBUTE TO LINDSAY BEAM

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Lindsay Beam, the Calhoun Coun-
ty Teacher of the Year, from
Blountstown High School in
Blountstown, FL.

Lindsay records her classroom les-
sons so her students can listen to them
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at home while doing their homework.
She does this in the event one may be
struggling with a topic. During the
COVID pandemic, Lindsay would go to
a student’s home to help with a lesson
and gives one-on-one tutoring during
her free time. She wants her students
to know she is always there for them
and does her best for their success.

Lindsay currently teaches grades
sixth and eighth grade mathematics at
Blountstown High School. She grad-
uated from Chipola College in 2008,
earning her associate of arts degree in
general education. She began her ca-
reer in Calhoun County, teaching first
grade at Blountstown Elementary
School in 2010. Two years later, Lind-
say moved to fifth grade, teaching
reading, language arts, and social stud-
ies. She then moved to Blountstown
Middle School as a sixth-grade math
teacher and added eighth grade pre-al-
gebra.

I offer my deepest gratitude and best
wishes to Lindsay for her commitment
to her students. I look forward to hear-
ing about her continued good work in
the years to come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO TARA KLINK

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Tara Klink, the Franklin County
Teacher of the Year, from Franklin
County School in Eastpoint, FL.

Teaching was different from Tara’s
original career plan. She initially
wanted to be a biologist, but coaching
volleyball at Franklin County High
School made her want to be involved
with students. She felt she was making
more of an impact on the lives of oth-
ers and decided to change careers. Tara
finds teaching to be a fulfilling job and
allows her to serve her community.
She has worked with students in sixth,
seventh, and eighth grade science. At
the high school level, she taught ma-
rine science, biology, environmental
science, and math for college readiness.
She is currently in her 9th year of
teaching and teaches forensic science.

Tara graduated as valedictorian at
Apalachicola High School in 2006. She
earned her bachelor’s degree in envi-
ronmental science from the University
of West Florida in 2011. She worked 5
years for the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection and the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission. Since becoming a teacher,
she has sat on the homecoming and
graduation committees and is presi-
dent of the Franklin County Teachers
Association.

I offer my deepest gratitude and best
wishes to Tara for her commitment to
her students. I look forward to hearing
about her continued success as she en-
ters working in school administration
and completes her master’s degree in
educational leadership from the Uni-
versity of West Florida.e

———

TRIBUTE TO JOSELYN LEON

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Joselyn Leon, the Palm Beach
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County Teacher of the Year, from Belle
Glade Elementary School in Belle
Glade, FL.

Joselyn’s students serve as her big-
gest inspiration. She believes she is
making a positive impact in the world
through her work with them. She is
known for her in-depth planner that
details each activity. Joselyn knew she
wanted to be a teacher because of her
passion for working with Kkids. She
prayed for guidance in her career and
found teaching to be the answer. While
teaching is her official job, Joselyn
does not consider it a job because she
loves what she does.

Joselyn became a fifth-grade teacher
at Belle Glade Elementary School be-
cause she wanted to give back to her
community. In 2017, she joined the
School District of Palm Beach County

and, shortly after, was named the
school’s Beginning Teacher of the
Year.

I convey my sincere gratitude and
best wishes to Jocelyn for her devotion
to her students. I look forward to hear-
ing about her continued good work in
the years to come.®

——
TRIBUTE TO RICHARD LOSARDO

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Richard LoSardo, the Martin
County Teacher of the Year, from Mar-
tin County High School in Stuart, FL.

Richie’s colleagues believe he encap-
sulates what it means to be a Martin
County High School Tiger. He is a dedi-
cated and passionate educator com-
mitted to seeing his students and col-
leagues succeed. He leads various pro-
fessional learning sessions and shares
engagement strategies with others
with a high level of success.

Throughout Richie’s career in teach-
ing, he has taken on various Advance-
ment Placement and Advanced Inter-
national Certificate of Education Pro-
grams that furthered his learning and
pushed him professionally. This earned
his students’ appreciation as they saw
Richie continue to further his edu-
cation after he graduated from Martin
County High School.

Richie is the school’s debate coach,
leading the program and traveling with
students nationwide for championship
competitions. He earned recognition
from the National Speech and Debate
Association as a Diamond Coach. He
also has taken on leadership roles and
officer positions in the debate commu-
nity while hosting tournaments at
Martin County High School.

I am grateful for Richie’s commit-
ment to his students and work across
the Martin County community. I look
forward to learning more about his
good work in the classroom in the
years ahead.e

——
TRIBUTE TO KASEY MCKANE-
BROWN
e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-

nize Kasey McKane-Brown, the Okee-
chobee County Teacher of the Year,
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from Okeechobee Freshman Campus in
Okeechobee, FL.

Kasey wanted to be an educator since
she was a little girl and values each
day that she can impact the lives of
her students. Kasey believes this award
belongs not only to her, but also to her
colleagues who have supported her over
the years. She views her teaching as a
work of heart because she gives a piece
of her heart to her students’ education
process each day.

Kasey is a biology teacher at Okee-
chobee Freshman Campus. Kasey’s stu-
dents note she is smart and funny in
the classroom and is always willing to
help them in any way she can. They
value her work ethic, efforts to build a
strong bond with them, and appreciate
how she takes an interest in them indi-
vidually.

I offer my sincere thanks and best
wishes to Kasey for her devotion to her
students. I look forward to hearing
about her continued good work in the
years to come.®

————
TRIBUTE TO CARRIE WAHLQUIST

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Carrie Wahlquist, the Jefferson
County Teacher of the Year, from Jef-
ferson County K-12 School in Monti-
cello, FL.

Since she was a child, Carrie knew
she wanted to work with children.
While in high school, she volunteered
at a preschool and knew she was des-
tined to become a teacher. Her favorite
part of teaching young students is
being their first teacher and watching
them grow.

Carrie hopes her students find a love
of learning in her classroom, leading
them to develop confidence in their
abilities and skills as readers and writ-
ers. She knows it may be challenging
for them, which requires much Dpa-
tience to help them succeed.

Carrie earned her associate in arts
degree from Tallahassee Community
College and her bachelor’s in elemen-
tary education from Flagler College.
She began her teaching career at Jef-
ferson Elementary in 2012 for 2 years
before moving away to Massachusetts.
She and her husband returned to North
Florida in the Summer of 2022, where
she teaches kindergarten.

I offer my deepest gratitude and best
wishes to Carrie for her commitment
to her students. I look forward to hear-
ing about her continued good work in
the years to come.®

——

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILL AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS
SIGNED

At 10:02 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill and joint
resolutions:

S. 777. An act to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2023, the rates of compensation
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
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ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses.

S.J. Res. 11. Joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protection
Agency relating to ‘‘Control of Air Pollution
From New Motor Vehicles: Heavy-Duty En-
gine and Vehicle Standards’.

H.J. Res. 45. Joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Education re-
lating to ‘“Waivers and Modifications of Fed-
eral Student Loans”.

The enrolled bill and joint resolu-
tions were subsequently signed by the
Acting President pro tempore (Mr.
WELCH).

At 2:15 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that pursuant to 22 U.S.C.
3003, and the order of the House of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Speaker appoints the
following Member on the part of the
House of Representatives to the Com-
mission on Security and Cooperation in
Europe: Mr. Gallego of Arizona.

The message further announced that
pursuant to 36 U.S.C. 2302, and the
order of the House of January 9, 2023,
the Speaker appoints the following
Members of the House of Representa-
tives to the United States Holocaust
Memorial Council: Mr. Kustoff of Ten-
nessee, Mr. Bacon of Nebraska, Mr.
D’Esposito of New York, Mr. Schneider
of Illinois, and Mr. Phillips of Min-
nesota.

———

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, June 7, 2023, she had pre-
sented to the President of the United
States the following enrolled bills:

S. 777. An act to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2023, the rates of compensation
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses.

S.J. Res. 11. Joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protection
Agency relating to ‘“‘Control of Air Pollution
From New Motor Vehicles: Heavy-Duty En-
gine and Vehicle Standards’.

————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-1414. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘““Medical Benefits Package; Chiropractic
Services” (RIN2900-AQ70) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on May 10,
2023; to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

EC-1415. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of
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Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Exceptions to Applying the Bilateral Fac-
tor in VA Disability Calculations’” (RIN2900-
ARDb]) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on May 10, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

EC-1416. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
““‘Collection or Recovery by VA for Humani-
tarian Care or Services and for Certain Other
Care and Services” (RIN2900-AQ58) received
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on May 26,
2023; to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

EC-1417. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘“The Attorney General’s Second Quar-
terly Report of Fiscal Year 2023 on the Uni-
formed Services Employment and Reemploy-
ment Rights Act of 1994”°; to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs.

EC-1418. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘The Attorney General’s Second Quar-
terly Report of Fiscal Year 2023 on the Uni-
formed Services Employment and Reemploy-
ment Rights Act of 1994 received in the Of-
fice of the President pro tempore; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

EC-1419. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional Affairs, Federal Elec-
tion Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Contribu-
tions in the Name of Another’” (Notice 2023—
09); to the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration.

EC-1420. A communication from the Chief
Innovation Officer, Rural Development Inno-
vation Center, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Notice of Funding Oppor-
tunity for the Empowering Rural America
(New ERA) Program’ received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the
President of the Senate on May 22, 2023; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-1421. A communication from the Chief
Innovation Officer, Rural Development Inno-
vation Center, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Notice of Funding Oppor-
tunity for the Powering Affordable Clean En-
ergy (PACE) Program’ received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the
President of the Senate on May 22, 2023; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition ,
and Forestry.

EC-1422. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Exceptions to Geographic Bound-
aries” ((RIN0581-AD90) (Docket No. AMS-
FGIS-19-0062)) received during adjournment
of the Senate in the Office of the President
of the Senate on May 22, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition , and For-
estry.

EC-1423. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Spiropidion; Pes-
ticide Tolerances; Technical Correction”
(FRL No. 9839-02-OCSPP) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the
President of the Senate on May 22, 2023; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.
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EC-1424. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Erucamide In Pes-
ticide Formulations; Tolerance Exemption”
(FRL No. 10868-01-OCSPP) received during
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of
the President of the Senate on May 22, 2023;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-1425. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘D-Glucopyranose,
oligomeric, maleates, decyl octyl glycosides,
sulfonated, potassium salts; D-
glucopyranose, oligomeric, maleates, C10-16-
alkyl glycosides, sulfonated, potassium
salts; and D-glucopyranose, oligomeric,
maleates, C9-11-branched and linear alkyl
glycosides, sulfonated, potassium salts; Ex-
emption from the Requirement of a Toler-
ance” (FRL No. 10972-01-OCSPP) received
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on May 22,
2023; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

EC-1426. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Benzyl Alcohol; Ex-
emption from the Requirement of a Toler-
ance” (FRL No. 10940-01-OCSPP) received
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on May 22,
2023; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

EC-1427. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“Various Fragrance
Components in Pesticide Formulations; Tol-
erance Exemption” (FRL No. 10970-01-
OCSPP) received during adjournment of the
Senate in the Office of the President of the
Senate on May 22, 2023; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1428. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Pesticides; Exemptions of Certain
Plant-Incorporated Protectants (PIPs) De-
rived from Newer Technologies” (FRL No.
7261-04-OCSPP) received during adjournment
of the Senate in the Office of the President
of the Senate on May 26, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

EC-1429. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting a legislative
proposal to amend the number of authorized
contracting, program management, sci-
entific, engineering, and technical personnel
within the National Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

EC-1430. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Energy, Installa-
tions, and Environment), transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a notice of additional time re-
quired to complete a report on the progress
made by Department of Defense environ-
mental programs during the prior fiscal
year; to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-1431. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting the report of an officer
authorized to wear the insignia of the grade
of brigadier general in accordance with title
10, United States Code, section 777; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-1432. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and
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Sustainment), transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to any negotiated com-
prehensive subcontracting plan that the Sec-
retary determines did not meet the subcon-
tracting goals negotiated in the plan for the
prior fiscal year; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

EC-1433. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting additional legislative
proposals that the Department of Defense re-
quests be enacted during the first session of
the 118th Congress; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-1434. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting additional legislative
proposals that the Department of Defense re-
quests be enacted during the first session of
the 118th Congress; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-1435. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting additional legislative
proposals that the Department of Defense re-
quests be enacted during the first session of
the 118th Congress; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-1436. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting additional legislative
proposals that the Department of Defense re-
quests be enacted during the first session of
the 118th Congress; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-1437. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office
of the Secretary, Department of Defense,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Privacy Act of 1974; Imple-
mentation” (RIN0790-AL08) received during
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of
the President of the Senate on May 22, 2023;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-1438. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office
of the Secretary, Department of Defense,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled “Privacy Act of 1974; Imple-
mentation” (RIN0790-AL08) received during
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of
the President of the Senate on May 22, 2023;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-1439. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Of-
fice of Legislative Affairs, Department of
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, an
annual report relative to applications made
by the Government for authority to conduct
electronic surveillance for foreign intel-
ligence during calendar year 2022; to the
Committees on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs; Select Committee on Intelligence;
and the Judiciary.

EC-1440. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant
to law, a certification that the export of the
listed items to the People’s Republic of
China is not detrimental to the U.S. space
launch industry; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1441. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency that was declared in
Executive Order 13959 with respect to the
threat from securities investments that fi-
nance certain companies of the People’s Re-
public of China; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1442. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency that was declared in
Executive Order 13405 with respect to
Belarus; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1443. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
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ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency that was declared in
Executive Order 12170 with respect to Iran;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-1444. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency that was declared in
Executive Order 13219 with respect to the
Western Balkans; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1445. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency that was declared in
Executive Order 13466 with respect to North
Korea; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1446. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency that was declared in
Executive Order 13851 with respect to Nica-
ragua; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1447. A communication from the Chair
and President of the Export-Import Bank,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a transaction involving U.S. exports
to various countries; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1448. A communication from the Chair
and President of the Export-Import Bank,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a transaction involving U.S. exports
to Azerbaijan; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1449. A communication from the Sanc-
tions Regulations Advisor, Office of Foreign
Assets Control, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘South Sudan Sanctions Reg-
ulations” received during adjournment of
the Senate in the Office of the President of
the Senate on May 22, 2023; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1450. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for Legislation and
Regulations, Office of General Counsel, De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘“‘Economic Growth
Regulatory Relief and Consumer Protection
Act: Implementation of National Standards
for the Physical Inspection of Real Estate
(NSPIRE)” (RIN2577-ADO05) received during
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of
the President of the Senate on May 22, 2023;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-1451. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amendments to
Form PF to Require Event Reporting for
Large Hedge Fund Advisers and Private Eq-
uity Fund Advisers and to Amend Reporting
Requirements for Large Private Equity Fund
Advisers” (RIN3235-AMT75) received during
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of
the President of the Senate on May 22, 2023;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-1452. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Share Repurchase
Disclosure Modernization” (RIN3235-AM94)
received during adjournment of the Senate
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on May 22, 2023; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

———
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
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and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. FETTERMAN (for himself, Mr.
VANCE, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. CASEY,
Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. BROWN):

S. 1837. A bill to amend the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990
to include spotted lanternfly control re-
search and development as a high-priority
research and extension initiative, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. WELCH, and Mr. VANCE):

S. 1838. A bill to amend the Electronic
Fund Transfer Act to require the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve system to
prescribe regulations relating to network
competition in credit card transactions, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. WARREN,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. PADILLA, Mr.
FETTERMAN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.

WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. MENENDEZ, and Mr.
CARDIN):

S. 1839. A bill to improve Federal popu-
lation surveys by requiring the collection of
voluntary, self-disclosed information on sex-
ual orientation, gender identity, and vari-
ations in sex characteristics in certain sur-
veys, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mrs. CAP-
1TO, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR):

S. 1840. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to reauthorize and improve the
National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early
Detection Program for fiscal years 2024
through 2028, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. ROMNEY (for himself, Mr.
KING, and Mr. COTTON):

S. 1841. A bill to promote military service
through enhanced recruiting efforts, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. MORAN, and Mr. BEN-
NET):

S. 1842. A bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect to the
regulation of zootechnical animal food sub-
stances; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr.
HAGERTY, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. HOEVEN,
Mr. CASSIDY, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. LEE, Mr. DAINES, Mr.
VANCE, and Ms. ERNST):

S. 1843. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to require a DNA test to
determine the familial relationship between
an alien and an accompanying minor, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself and Mr.
MULLIN):

S. 1844. A bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to reauthorize user
fee programs relating to new animal drugs
and generic new animal drugs; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mrs. FISCH-
ER):

S. 1845. A bill to amend title XI of the So-
cial Security Act to provide for the testing
of a community-based palliative care model;
to the Committee on Finance.
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By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. KING,
Mr. WELCH, and Mr. SANDERS):

S. 1846. A bill to amend the Agricultural
Act of 2014 to reauthorize and rename the
Acer Access and Development Program; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

By Mr. BUDD:

S. 1847. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to increase access to general
aviation airports, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr. DUR-

BIN, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. WELCH, Mr.
MERKLEY, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mr.
BOOKER):

S. 1848. A bill to establish State-Federal
partnerships to provide students the oppor-
tunity to attain higher education at in-State
public institutions of higher education with-
out debt, to provide Federal Pell Grant eligi-
bility to DREAMer students, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. HOEVEN (for himself and Ms.
KLOBUCHAR):

S. 1849. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to allow payments under
the Medicare program for certain items and
services furnished by off-campus outpatient
departments of a provider to be determined
under the prospective payment system for
hospital outpatient department services, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself and Mr.
COTTON):

S. 1850. A bill to amend the Commodity Ex-
change Act to extend the jurisdiction of the
Commodity Futures Trading Commission to
include the oversight of markets that set or
report reference prices for aluminum pre-
miums, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 3

By Mr. LUJAN (for himself and Ms.
MURKOWSKI):

S. 1851. A bill to address maternity care
shortages and promote optimal maternity
outcomes by expanding educational opportu-
nities for midwives, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for
himself and Mr. BOOKER):

S. 1852. A Dbill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to reauthorize a sickle cell dis-
ease prevention and treatment demonstra-
tion program; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BENNET (for himself, Mr.
CRAPO, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. RISCH,
Mr. LUJAN, Mr. KELLY, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, and Mr. HEINRICH):

S. 1853. A bill to amend the Healthy For-
ests Restoration Act of 2003 to reauthorize
and improve the Water Source Protection
Program, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

By Mr. RISCH (for himself and Mr.
RUBIO):

S. 1854. A bill to amend the Foreign Aid
Transparency and Accountability Act of 2016
to require the information on the
ForeignAssistance.gov website to be search-
able; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mrs.
SHAHEEN):

S. 1855. A bill to reauthorize the Special
Diabetes Program for Type 1 Diabetes and
the Special Diabetes Program for Indians; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr.
YOUNG, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. BRAUN,
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Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. CASEY,
Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr.
VANCE, and Ms. SMITH):

S. 1856. A Dbill to amend the Tariff Act of
1930 to improve the administration of anti-
dumping and countervailing duty laws, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr.
HOEVEN):

S. 1857. A bill to statutorily establish Oper-
ation Stonegarden, through which eligible
law enforcement agencies shall be awarded
grants for border security enhancement; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mr.
RUBIO):

S. 1858. A bill to amend the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act to establish a deadline for applying
for disaster unemployment assistance; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Ms.
ERNST, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. MANCHIN,
Mrs. CAPITO, and Mr. BUDD):

S. 1859. A bill to prohibit the Secretary of
Energy from finalizing, implementing, or en-
forcing the proposed rule entitled ‘‘Energy
Conservation Program: Energy Conservation
Standards for Consumer Conventional Cook-
ing Products’, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. WICKER (for himself and Ms.
CANTWELL):

S. 1860. A bill to direct the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration to es-
tablish a grant program to fund youth fish-
ing projects; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mr.
SCHATZ):

S. 1861. A bill to establish a regulatory sys-
tem for sustainable offshore aquaculture in
the United States exclusive economic zone,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mr.
LANKFORD):

S. 1862. A bill to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to provide explicit author-
ity for the Secretary of Homeland Security
and the Director of the Cybersecurity and In-
frastructure Security Agency to work with
international partners on cybersecurity, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. KING, Ms. MURKOWSKI,
Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. CASSIDY, and Mr.
HICKENLOOPER):

S. 1863. A bill to require the Secretary of
Energy to conduct a study and submit a re-
port on the greenhouse gas emissions inten-
sity of certain products produced in the
United States and in certain foreign coun-
tries, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. RUBIO:

S. 1864. A bill to expand the prohibition on
funding for international institutions of
higher education that host Confucius Insti-
tutes and remove the authority to waive the
prohibition; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself,
BRAUN, and Mr. LANKFORD):

S. 1865. A bill to direct agencies to be
transparent when using automated and aug-
mented systems to interact with the public
or make critical decisions, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

Mr.
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By Mr. BLUMENTHAL:

S. 1866. A bill to establish minimum dimen-
sions for seats on passenger aircraft, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Ms. SMITH, Mr. BRAUN, and
Ms. ERNST):

S. 1867. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
Agriculture to carry out an initiative to de-
velop, expand, and improve rural childcare,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mr.
ScoTT of Florida):

S. 1868. A bill to require an interagency
study to produce a security assessment proc-
ess on adjacent space to high-security leased
space to accommodate a Federal agency, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself, Ms. HAS-
SAN, and Mr. KENNEDY):

S. 1869. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act and title XXVII of the
Public Health Service Act to ensure fair bill-
ing practice for items and services furnished
by off-campus hospital locations, to amend
such title XVIII to provide for payments for
graduate nursing education costs, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. TUBERVILLE (for himself and
Mrs. GILLIBRAND):

S. 1870. A bill to amend the Commodity Ex-
change Act to prohibit interference in
United States digital commodity markets by
entities organized or established in a foreign
adversary, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mr. COONS, Mr. BRAUN,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MARSHALL, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. COTTON, Mr. MERKLEY,
and Ms. COLLINS):

S. Res. 239. A resolution designating May
2023 as ‘“‘ALS Awareness Month’’; considered
and agreed to.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mrs.
FEINSTEIN):

S. Res. 240. A resolution designating June
8, 2023, as ‘‘National Seersucker Day’’, desig-
nating every Thursday after National Seer-
sucker Day through the last Thursday in Au-
gust 2023 as ‘‘Seersucker Thursday’’, and des-
ignating June 2023 as ‘‘Seersucker Apprecia-
tion Month’’; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. TILLIS (for himself and Mr.
BUDD):

S. Res. 241. A resolution commending and
congratulating the North Carolina Central
University football team for winning the 2022
Historically Black Colleges and Universities
National Football Championship in the 2022
Celebration Bowl; considered and agreed to.

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. TILLIS,
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, and Mr. WARNOCK):

S. Res. 242. A resolution commending the
Tennessee Valley Authority on the 90th an-
niversary of the signing of the Tennessee
Valley Authority Act of 1933; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

—————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 141
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
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(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 141, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to improve cer-
tain programs of the Department of
Veterans Affairs for home and commu-
nity based services for veterans, and
for other purposes.
S. 308
At the request of Mr. ROMNEY, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. ScoTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 308, a bill to end the treat-
ment of the People’s Republic of China
as a developing nation.
S. 704
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 704, a bill to amend the Higher
Education Act of 1965 to provide for in-
terest-free deferment on student loans
for borrowers serving in a medical or
dental internship or residency pro-
gram.
S. 723
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 723, a bill to amend titles
XVIII and XIX of the Social Security
Act to provide for coverage of prescrip-
tion digital therapeutics under such ti-
tles, and for other purposes.
S. 759
At the request of Mr. WARNOCK, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Senator from
Iowa (Mr. GRASSLEY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 759, a bill to authorize
the National Detector Dog Training
Center, and for other purposes.
S. 762
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 762, a bill to amend title
XIX of the Social Security Act to re-
quire coverage of, and expand access
to, home and community-based serv-
ices under the Medicaid program, to
award grants for the creation, recruit-
ment, training and education, reten-
tion, and advancement of the direct
care workforce and to award grants to
support family caregivers, and for
other purposes.
S. 789
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the names of the Senator from Maine
(Mr. KING) and the Senator from Colo-
rado (Mr. BENNET) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 789, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Treasury to mint a
coin in recognition of the 100th anni-
versary of the United States Foreign
Service and its contribution to United
States diplomacy.
S. 802
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 802, a bill to amend the
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and
Rodenticide Act to provide for a con-
sistent definition for plant biostimu-
lants.
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S. 806
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 806, a bill to amend the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development
Act to establish a grant program to as-
sist with the purchase, installation,
and maintenance of point-of-entry and
point-of-use drinking water quality im-
provement products, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 907
At the request of Mr. KING, the name
of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 907, a bill to amend the Federal Meat
Inspection Act to exempt from inspec-
tion the slaughter of animals and the
preparation of carcasses conducted at a
custom slaughter facility, and for
other purposes.
. 912
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 912, a bill to require the Secretary
of Energy to provide technology grants
to strengthen domestic mining edu-
cation, and for other purposes.
S. 939
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
KELLY) was added as a cosponsor of S.
939, a bill to counter the spread of
LOGINK logistics information plat-
form, and for other purposes.
S. 985
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
985, a bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to ensure campus ac-
cess at public institutions of higher
education for religious groups.
S. 1159
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) and the Senator from
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1159, a bill to amend
the Equal Credit Opportunity Act to
modify the requirements associated
with small business loan data collec-
tion, and for other purposes.
S. 1205
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1205, a bill to modify market de-
velopment programs under the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1246
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1246, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to strengthen
the drug pricing reforms in the Infla-
tion Reduction Act.
S. 1261
At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1261, a bill to clarify the
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treatment of 2 or more employers as
joint employers under the National
Labor Relations Act and the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938.
S. 1266
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1266, a bill to amend titles 10 and
38, United State Code, to improve bene-
fits and services for surviving spouses,
and for other purposes.
S. 1291
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH), the Senator from OKkla-
homa (Mr. MULLIN), the Senator from
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) and the
Senator from Nebraska (Mr. RICKETTS)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1291, a
bill to require that social media plat-
forms verify the age of their users, pro-
hibit the wuse of algorithmic rec-
ommendation systems on individuals
under age 18, require parental or guard-
ian consent for social media users
under age 18, and prohibit users who
are under age 13 from accessing social
media platforms.
S. 1315
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) and the Senator from
Alabama (Mr. TUBERVILLE) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1315, a bill to im-
prove the provision of care and services
under the Veterans Community Care
Program of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes.
S. 1350
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1350, a bill to require the
Federal Trade Commission to issue
regulations requiring certain products
to have ‘“Do Not Flush” labeling, and
for other purposes.
S. 1453
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1453, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to reinstate ad-
vance refunding bonds.
S. 1455
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOoOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1455, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for
new markets tax credit investments in
the Rural Jobs Zone.
S. 1562
At the request of Mr. MULLIN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1562, a bill to ensure that
Federal laws that enable Federal,
State, and local law enforcement agen-
cies to access firearms apply equally to
Tribal law enforcement agencies.
S. 1585
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
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of S. 1585, a bill to allow Federal law
enforcement officers to purchase re-
tired service weapons, and for other
purposes.
S. 1669
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Senator from
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1669, a bill to require
the Secretary of Transportation to
issue a rule requiring access to AM
broadcast stations in motor vehicles,
and for other purposes.
S. 1674
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1674, a bill to provide for
better security and accountability with
respect to the strategic and non-stra-
tegic nuclear arsenals of the Russian
Federation and the People’s Republic
of China, and for other purposes.
S. 1731
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1731, a bill to provide grants to en-
able nonprofit disability organizations
to develop training programs that sup-
port safe interactions between law en-
forcement officers and individuals with
disabilities and older individuals.
S. 1736
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1736, a bill to amend
the Food, Conservation, and Energy
Act of 2008 to reauthorize the Farm and
Ranch Stress Assistance Network.
S. 1811
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
RiscH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1811, a bill to ensure treatment in the
military based on merit and perform-
ance, and for other purposes.
S. 1832
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1832, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to improve ac-
cess to diabetes outpatient self-man-
agement training services, to require
the Center for Medicare and Medicaid
Innovation to test the provision of vir-
tual diabetes outpatient self-manage-
ment training services, and for other
purposes.
S.J. RES. 25
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina, the name of the Senator from
Arkansas (Mr. COTTON) was added as a
cosponsor of S.J. Res. 25, a joint resolu-
tion providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Labor re-
lating to ‘“‘Adverse Effect Wage Rate
Methodology for the Temporary Em-
ployment of H-2A Nonimmigrants in
Non-Range Occupations in the United
States’.
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S. RES. 208

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KiNG) and the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. WARNOCK) were added as cospon-
sors of S. Res. 208, a resolution express-
ing support for the designation of No-
vember 12, 2023, as ‘‘National Warrior
Call Day” and recognizing the impor-
tance of connecting warriors in the
United States to support structures
necessary to transition from the bat-
tlefield, especially peer-to-peer connec-
tion.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
MARSHALL, Mr. WELCH, and Mr.
VANCE):

S. 1838. A bill to amend the Elec-
tronic Fund Transfer Act to require
the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve system to prescribe regula-
tions relating to network competition
in credit card transactions, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 1838

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Credit Card
Competition Act of 2023”°.

SEC. 2. COMPETITION IN CREDIT CARD TRANS-
ACTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 921 of the Elec-
tronic Fund Transfer Act (15 U.S.C. 16930-2)
is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (2), (3),
and (4) as paragraphs (3), (4), and (5), respec-
tively; and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(2) COMPETITION IN CREDIT CARD TRANS-
ACTIONS.—

“(A) NO EXCLUSIVE NETWORK.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of the Credit
Card Competition Act of 2023, the Board
shall prescribe regulations providing that a
covered card issuer or payment card network
shall not directly or through any agent,
processor, or licensed member of a payment
card network, by contract, requirement, con-
dition, penalty, technological specification,
or otherwise, restrict the number of payment
card networks on which an electronic credit
transaction may be processed to—

‘(I) 1 such network;

‘(IT) 2 or more such networks, if—

‘‘(aa) each such network is owned, con-
trolled, or otherwise operated by—

“(AA) affiliated persons; or

“(BB) networks affiliated with such issuer;
or

‘“(bb) any such network is identified on the
list established and updated under subpara-
graph (D); or

‘“(IIT) subject to clause (ii), the 2 such net-
works that hold the 2 largest market shares
with respect to the number of credit cards
issued in the United States by licensed mem-
bers of such networks (and enabled to be
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processed through such networks), as deter-
mined by the Board on the date on which the
Board prescribes the regulations.

*‘(ii) DETERMINATIONS BY BOARD.—

‘() IN GENERAL.—The Board, not later
than 3 years after the date on which the reg-
ulations prescribed under clause (i) take ef-
fect, and not less frequently than once every
3 years thereafter, shall determine whether
the 2 networks identified under clause (i)(III)
have changed, as compared with the most re-
cent such determination by the Board.

‘“(II) EFFECT OF DETERMINATION.—If the
Board, under subclause (I), determines that
the 2 networks described in clause (i)(III)
have changed (as compared with the most re-
cent such determination by the Board),
clause (i)(ITII) shall no longer have any force
or effect.

‘(B) NO ROUTING RESTRICTIONS.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of enactment of
the Credit Card Competition Act of 2023, the
Board shall prescribe regulations providing
that a covered card issuer or payment card
network shall not—

‘(i) directly or through any agent, proc-
essor, or licensed member of the network, by
contract, requirement, condition, penalty, or
otherwise—

“(I) inhibit the ability of any person who
accepts credit cards for payments to direct
the routing of electronic credit transactions
for processing over any payment card net-
work that—

‘‘(aa) may process such transactions; and

“‘(bb) is not on the list established and up-
dated by the Board under subparagraph (D);

“(IT) require any person who accepts credit
cards for payments to exclusively use, for
transactions associated with a particular
credit card, an authentication, tokenization,
or other security technology that cannot be
used by all of the payment card networks
that may process electronic credit trans-
actions for that particular credit card; or

‘“(ITII) inhibit the ability of another pay-
ment card network to handle or process elec-
tronic credit transactions using an authen-
tication, tokenization, or other security
technology for the processing of those elec-
tronic credit transactions; or

‘(ii) impose any penalty or disadvantage,
financial or otherwise, on any person for—

““(I) choosing to direct the routing of an
electronic credit transaction over any pay-
ment card network on which the electronic
credit transaction may be processed; or

““(IT) failing to ensure that a certain num-
ber, or aggregate dollar amount, of elec-
tronic credit transactions are handled by a
particular payment card network.

‘(C) APPLICABILITY.—The regulations pre-
scribed under subparagraphs (A) and (B)
shall not apply to a credit card issued in a 3-
party payment system model.

‘(D) DESIGNATION OF NATIONAL SECURITY
RISKS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of the Credit
Card Competition Act of 2023, the Board, in
consultation with the Secretary of the
Treasury, shall prescribe regulations to es-
tablish a public list of any payment card net-
work—

“(I) the processing of electronic credit
transactions by which is determined by the
Board to pose a risk to the national security
of the United States; or

““(IT) that is owned, operated, or sponsored
by a foreign state entity.

‘‘(ii) UPDATING OF LIST.—Not less fre-
quently than once every 2 years after the
date on which the Board establishes the pub-
lic list required under clause (i), the Board,
in consultation with the Secretary of the
Treasury, shall update that list.

‘“(E) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph—
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‘(i) the terms ‘card issuer’ and ‘creditor’
have the meanings given the terms in sec-
tion 103 of the Truth in Lending Act (15
U.S.C. 1602);

‘“(ii) the term ‘covered card issuer’ means a
card issuer that, together with the affiliates
of the card issuer, has assets of more than
$100,000,000,000;

‘‘(iii) the term ‘credit card issued in a 3-
party payment system model’ means a credit
card issued by a card issuer that is—

“(I) the payment card network with re-
spect to the credit card; or

‘“(II) under common ownership with the
payment card network with respect to the
credit card;

‘“(iv) the term
action’—

‘“(I) means a transaction in which a person
uses a credit card; and

‘(II) includes a transaction in which a per-
son does not physically present a credit card
for payment, including a transaction involv-
ing the entry of credit card information
onto, or use of credit card information in
conjunction with, a website interface or a
mobile telephone application; and

‘“(v) the term ‘licensed member’ includes,
with respect to a payment card network—

“(I) a creditor or card issuer that is au-
thorized to issue credit cards bearing any
logo of the payment card network; and

“(II) any person, including any financial
institution and any person that may be re-
ferred to as an ‘acquirer’, that is authorized
to—

‘‘(aa) screen and accept any person into
any program under which that person may
accept, for payment for goods or services, a
credit card bearing any logo of the payment
card network;

“(bb) process transactions on behalf of any
person who accepts credit cards for pay-
ments; and

‘‘(cc) complete financial settlement of any
transaction on behalf of a person who ac-
cepts credit cards for payments.’’; and

(2) in subsection (d)(1), by inserting *‘, ex-
cept that the Bureau shall not have author-
ity to enforce the requirements of this sec-
tion or any regulations prescribed by the
Board under this section’” after ‘‘section
918>,

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Each set of regula-
tions prescribed by the Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System under paragraph
(2) of section 921(b) of the Electronic Fund
Transfer Act (15 U.S.C. 16930-2(b)), as amend-
ed by subsection (a) of this section, shall
take effect on the date that is 180 days after
the date on which the Board prescribes the
final version of that set of regulations.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and
Mrs. SHAHEEN):

S. 1855. A bill to reauthorize the Spe-
cial Diabetes Program for Type 1 Dia-
betes and the Special Diabetes Pro-
gram for Indians; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I
rise today to introduce the Special Dia-
betes Program Reauthorization Act of
2023 with Senator JEANNE SHAHEEN, my
colleague from New Hampshire and co-
chair of the Senate Diabetes Caucus.
Our bipartisan bill would reauthorize
and strengthen vital type 1 diabetes re-
search happening at the National Insti-
tutes of Health and renew critical
treatment, education, and prevention
programs for at-risk populations, spe-
cifically Native American and Alaska
Native communities, who experience

‘electronic credit trans-
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type 2 diabetes at nearly three times
the national average. Together, these
programs have become the Nation’s
most strategic and effective effort to
combat diabetes and its complications,
but, without an extension, both pro-
grams are at risk of expiring on Sep-
tember 30, 2023.

For more than 25 years, the Special
Diabetes Program—comprised of the
Special Statutory Funding Program
for Type 1 Diabetes Research and the
Special Diabetes Program for Indians,
SDPI—has delivered meaningful re-
sources and research breakthroughs for
those with type 1 diabetes and also for
Native Americans and Alaska Natives.
This research has also led to advance-
ments to the broader community, in-
cluding the 37 million Americans with
diabetes and 96 million with
prediabetes. Our bill would continue
these investments in the research
aimed at developing a cure for diabetes
and support the programs that help
prevent and treat the disease and its
complications.

In one of my very first meetings as a
new Senator, I met a young Mainer
with type 1 diabetes. I will never forget
this 10-year-old boy looking up at me
and telling me that he wished he could
take just 1 day off from having diabe-
tes—his birthday or Christmas—but of
course he could not. This meeting led
me to start the bipartisan Senate Dia-
betes Caucus and to begin fighting for
a cure for this devastating disease.

Since then, we have made tremen-
dous progress thanks to investments
like the Special Diabetes Program.
From new technologies that are mak-
ing these children’s lives easier to
manage to treatments that can poten-
tially delay the clinical diagnosis of
type 1 diabetes, this program has gen-
erated a strong return on investment.
Renewal of the SDP is absolutely crit-
ical to accelerating the progress we
have made over the past two decades to
treat and one day cure type 1 diabetes.
Today’s research represents tomor-
row’s cure.

As the cochairs of the Senate Diabe-
tes Caucus, Senator SHAHEEN and I re-
cently led a letter signed by 60 Sen-
ators advocating for the program’s re-
authorization and outlining why in-
vesting in the Special Diabetes Pro-
gram is a cost-effective investment to-
ward improving lives and reducing
healthcare expenditures. The driving
force behind this program is curing one
of the United States’ most costly dis-
eases in both human and economic
terms.

Our bill would reauthorize both com-
ponents of the SDP through December
2025 at an annual funding level of $170
million per program. Congress has re-
authorized the SDP with bipartisan
support numerous times since the pro-
gram’s inception in 1997. Yet funding
has not increased since fiscal year 2004.
During this time period, the cost of re-
search has increased, as has the size of
the Indian Health Service population
and the cost of medical care. For that
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reason, our bill also proposes a $20 mil-
lion increase per program. This would
be the first increase for this program in
20 years.

The two programs in this reauthor-
ization bill have had transformative ef-
fects on diabetes care. The first pro-
gram is the Special Statutory Funding
Program for Type 1 Diabetes Research,
which provides funds to NIH’s National
Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and
Kidney Diseases, NIDDK, for life-
changing preventive diabetes research.
For example, SDP-funded research laid
early groundwork for artificial pan-
creas, AP, systems—or closed-loop
““all-in-one”” diabetes management sys-
tems—that have shown great promise
in improving glucose monitoring and
insulin delivery. Advances in tech-
nology have helped reduce costly and
burdensome complications and im-
proved the quality of life for those with
the disease. There are now multiple
FDA-approved artificial pancreas sys-
tems, enabling individuals with type 1
diabetes and their doctors to choose
the system that works best for them.
According to one study, the use of AP
systems in adults could save Medicare
roughly $1 billion over 25 years.

SDP research has also helped re-
searchers identify genes and environ-
mental factors linked with type 1 dia-
betes, led to changes in clinical prac-
tice guidelines for diabetic eye care,
and supported clinical trials on thera-
peutics to prevent and treat the dis-
ease. For example, landmark research
conducted by SDP-funded TrialNet
demonstrated for the first time ever
that early preventive treatment with a
drug targeting the immune system de-
layed onset of clinical-type 1 diabetes
for 2 years. This drug has since been
approved by the FDA and is the first
ever disease modifying therapy for type
1 diabetes.

Continued investment in this pro-
gram is essential to continue large-
scale trials, plan next steps for re-
search programs, conduct outreach and
education, and allocate research re-
sources effectively. As Dr. Griffin Rod-
gers, Director of the NIDDK, said when
testifying at a Senate Aging Com-
mittee hearing I chaired in 2019, ‘“‘with
continued research, it is possible to
imagine that people could lead a life
free of the burden of Type 1 diabetes
and its complications.”

Our bill would also provide $170 mil-
lion per year to sustain a second pro-
gram, the Special Diabetes Program
for Indians, SDPI. SDPI supports type 2
diabetes treatment and prevention
strategies for Native American and
Alaska Native populations who are dis-
proportionately burdened with type 2
diabetes at a rate of nearly three times
the national average. In Maine this
program benefits five Tribal commu-
nities across the state, providing ap-
proximately 5 million dollars in sup-
port for diabetes prevention activities
in those Tribal populations. This Fed-
eral support is critical to reducing dis-
parities. As Chief William Nicholas of
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the Passamaquoddy Tribe in Maine re-
cently explained, ‘‘Special Diabetes
Program funding is instrumental and
necessary to educate and address high
rates of diabetes in Indian Country.
Native Americans are high risk for dia-
betes, and the funding will continue
the much-needed support, education,
and treatment in our communities.”’

Tremendous improvements are oc-
curring in diabetes outcomes for Alas-
ka Natives and Native Americans, and
the SDPI has played a key role, just as
Congress envisioned when the program
was created. Although diabetes rates
among the IHS service population re-
main high, with the help of this pro-
gram, diabetes rates in youth in these
communities have not increased in
more than 10 years, and diabetes rates
in Alaska Native and Native American
adults have not increased since 2011.
Communities with SDPI-funded pro-
grams have actually seen the diabetes
incidence rate decrease consistently
since 2013.

The program is effective by other
measures as well. Since SDPI began,
there has been a b0-percent reduction
in diabetic eye disease rates among
Alaska Natives and Native Americans;
hospitalizations for uncontrolled diabe-
tes among Alaska Native and Native
American adults have dropped by 84
percent; and the rate of end-stage renal
disease has fallen by more than 50 per-
cent. These positive clinical outcomes
have reduced the risk for blindness,
amputations, and kidney failure, in ad-
dition to preventing the onset of type 2
diabetes.

The Special Diabetes Program is
funding research that is leading di-
rectly to the development of new in-
sights and therapies that are improv-
ing the lives of those with diabetes and
accelerating progress toward curing
and preventing the disease. Ruby An-
derson, a young Mainer with type I dia-
betes who testified before the 2019
JDRF Children’s Congress, put an even
finer point on the need to reauthorize
the SDP. Ruby she said she doesn’t
want her brother or sister to have to go
through what she has experienced. As
she told Senators, ‘“We need more re-
search to find a cure. We need even bet-
ter devices. And we need to figure out
what causes TID so we can stop it.”

I couldn’t agree more with Ruby, and
I am confident the Special Diabetes
Program will make these objectives
possible. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port a multi-year extension of this im-
portant program so that one day we
will find a cure to this debilitating dis-
ease.

———————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 239—DESIG-
NATING MAY 2023 AS “ALS
AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mr. COONS, Mr. BRAUN, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. MARSHALL, Ms. KLO-
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BUCHAR, Mr. COTTON, Mr. MERKLEY, and
Ms. COLLINS) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 239

Whereas amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (re-
ferred to in this preamble as “ALS”) is a
progressive neurodegenerative disease that
affects nerve cells in the brain and the spinal
cord;

Whereas the life expectancy for an indi-
vidual with ALS is between 2 and 5 years
after the date on which the individual re-
ceives an ALS diagnosis;

Whereas ALS occurs throughout the world
with no racial, ethnic, gender, or socio-
economic boundaries;

Whereas ALS may affect any individual in
any location;

Whereas the cause of ALS is unknown in
up to 90 percent of cases;

Whereas approximately 10 percent of ALS
cases have a strong known genetic driver;

Whereas, on average, the period between
the date on which an individual first experi-
ences symptoms of ALS and the date on
which the individual is diagnosed with ALS
is more than 1 year;

Whereas the onset of ALS often involves
muscle weakness or stiffness, and the pro-
gression of ALS results in the further weak-
ening, wasting, and paralysis of—

(1) the muscles of the limbs and trunk; and

(2) the muscles that control vital func-
tions, such as speech, swallowing, and
breathing;

Whereas ALS can strike individuals of any
age, but it predominantly strikes adults;

Whereas it is estimated that tens of thou-
sands of individuals in the United States
have ALS at any given time;

Whereas, based on studies of the popu-
lation of the United States, more than 5,000
individuals in the United States are diag-
nosed with ALS each year, and 15 individuals
in the United States are diagnosed with ALS
each day;

Whereas, every 90 minutes, someone dies
from ALS in the United States;

Whereas the majority of individuals with
ALS die of respiratory failure;

Whereas, in the United States, military
veterans are more likely to be diagnosed
with ALS than individuals with no history of
military service;

Whereas, as of the date of introduction of
this resolution, there is no cure for ALS;

Whereas the spouses, children, and family
members of individuals living with ALS pro-
vide support to those individuals with love,
day-to-day care, and more; and

Whereas an individual with ALS, and the
caregivers of such an individual, can be re-
quired to bear significant costs for medical
care, equipment, and home care services for
the individual as the disease progresses:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates May 2023 as ‘‘ALS Awareness
Month’’;

(2) affirms the dedication of the Senate
to—

(A) ensuring individuals with amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis (referred to in this resolving
clause as ‘“ALS’’) have access to effective
treatments and high quality services and
supports as early as possible after diagnosis;

(B) identifying risk factors and causes of
ALS to prevent new cases;

(C) empowering individuals with ALS to
engage with the world in the way they want;
and

(D) reducing the physical and emotional
burdens of living with ALS; and

(3) commends the dedication of the family
members, friends, organizations, volunteers,
researchers, and caregivers across the United
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States who are working to improve the qual-
ity and length of life of ALS patients and the
development of treatments and cures that
reach patients as soon as possible.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 240—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 8, 2023, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL SEERSUCKER DAY”
DESIGNATING EVERY THURSDAY
AFTER NATIONAL SEERSUCKER

DAY THROUGH THE LAST
THURSDAY IN AUGUST 2023 AS
“SEERSUCKER THURSDAY” ,
AND DESIGNATING JUNE 2023 AS
“SEERSUCKER APPRECIATION
MONTH”

Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mrs.
FEINSTEIN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 240

Whereas seersucker was introduced to the
United States in the South in the middle of
the 19th century;

Whereas seersucker suits were popularized
in the United States in the early 1900s by
New Orleans businessman Joseph Haspel at
his Broad Street facility in New Orleans,
Louisiana;

Whereas, as a lightweight, hard-wearing
fabric, seersucker is mostly worn and en-
joyed by the people of the United States dur-
ing hot summer months;

Whereas former Senator Trent Lott of Mis-
sissippi brought Seersucker Thursday to
Congress in 1996, and after the day went
unobserved in 2012 and 2013, then-Representa-
tive Bill Cassidy revived the tradition in the
House of Representatives in 2014 and, with
the help of Senator Dianne Feinstein, has
continued the tradition ever since;

Whereas the name ‘‘seersucker’ originates
from the Persian phrase ‘‘shir-o-shakar’,
meaning ‘“‘milk and sugar’, alluding to the
alternating textures of the fabric;

Whereas the seersucker textile is made of
cotton, linen, or silk (or combinations there-
of), woven on a loom with threads at dif-
ferent tensions, creating alternating stripes
of smooth and puckered textures that do not
lay flat on one’s skin, which is what makes
the fabric so breathable; and

Whereas one of the two alternating stripes
in seersucker is frequently in a color, typi-
cally blue, but sometimes gray, green, tan,
red, pink, or another color, which, in com-
bination with the white stripes, creates the
iconic pattern so well known today: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates June 8, 2023, as National
Seersucker Day;

(2) designates every Thursday after Na-
tional Seersucker Day through the last
Thursday in August 2023 as ‘‘Seersucker
Thursday’’;

(3) designates June 2023 as ‘‘Seersucker Ap-
preciation Month’’;

(4) recognizes the contributions of the
hard-working people of the United States
through the wearing of seersucker, the
unique warm weather clothing known as the
working person’s uniform;

(5) encourages Senators to support the ob-
jective of National Seersucker Day and Seer-
sucker Thursday;

(6) encourages local governments in the
United States to build partnerships with
local organizations and other members of the
clothing industries and enthusiasts to pro-
mote the wearing of seersucker; and

(7) invites the people of the United States
to don their warm weather finest on Na-
tional Seersucker Day and every Seersucker
Thursday.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 241—COM-
MENDING AND CONGRATU-
LATING THE NORTH CAROLINA
CENTRAL  UNIVERSITY FOOT-
BALL TEAM FOR WINNING THE
2022 HISTORICALLY BLACK COL-
LEGES AND UNIVERSITIES NA-
TIONAL FOOTBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP IN THE 2022 CELEBRATION
BOWL

Mr. TILLIS (for himself and Mr.
BUDD) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. REs. 241

Whereas the Celebration Bowl is the event
in which the National Collegiate Athletic
Association Division I's 2 most prestigious
Historically Black Colleges and Universities
(referred to in this preamble as ‘‘HBCUs”)
conferences compete for the National Cham-
pionship;

Whereas the North Carolina Central Uni-
versity Hagles claimed the 2022 Mid-Eastern
Athletic Conference Championship, and the
Jackson State University Tigers won the
Southwestern Athletic Conference Cham-
pionship;

Whereas, on Saturday, December 17th, 2022,
the North Carolina Central University Ea-
gles defeated Jackson State University with
a 41 to 34 overtime victory at Mercedes-Benz
Stadium in Atlanta, Georgia;

Whereas this is the fourth HBCU Football
Championship won by North Carolina Cen-
tral University, following titles won in 1954,
2005, and 2006;

Whereas North Carolina Central University
Head Coach and alumnus Trei Oliver has
achieved 5 conference championships and 3
Black College Football National Titles in his
20 years of coaching;

Whereas North Carolina Central University
quarterback Davius Richard and defensive
back Khalil Baker were named the Most Val-
uable Players of the 2022 Celebration Bowl;

Whereas quarterback Davius Richard
sealed victory for the Eagles with a rushing
touchdown and a successful extra point at-
tempt by placekicker Adrian Olivo in over-
time; and

Whereas the 2022 Eagles are the third ros-
ter in North Carolina Central University
football history to reach double-figure vic-
tories with 10 wins and 2 losses in a season:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the North Carolina Central
University football team for winning the 2022
Celebration Bowl;

(2) congratulates the fans, students, and
faculty of North Carolina Central Univer-
sity; and

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to—

(A) the Chancellor of North Carolina Cen-
tral University, Dr. Johnson O. Akinleye;

(B) the Provost of North Carolina Central
University, Dr. David H. Jackson; and

(C) the Head Coach of the North Carolina
Central University football team, Trei Oli-
ver.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 242—COM-
MENDING THE TENNESSEE VAL-
LEY AUTHORITY ON THE 90TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE SIGNING
OF THE TENNESSEE VALLEY AU-
THORITY ACT OF 1933
Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr.

WICKER, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. TILLIS, Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH, and Mr. WARNOCK) sub-
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mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works:

S. RES. 242

Whereas the Tennessee Valley Authority
(referred to in this preamble as the “TVA”)
was created by Congress in 1933 to improve
navigation along the Tennessee River, re-
duce the risk of floods and flood damage,
provide low-cost electricity, and promote en-
vironmental stewardship and economic de-
velopment in the region;

Whereas the long-standing mission of the
TVA, born during the Great Depression, is to
improve the quality of life across a 7-State
region, including Alabama, Georgia, Ten-
nessee, Mississippi, Kentucky, North Caro-
lina, and Virginia;

Whereas the integrated management of the
Tennessee River system by the TVA provides
a wide range of benefits that include reli-
able, affordable, and resilient electrical
power, flood control, improving water qual-
ity and supply, enhancing recreation, and
protecting public land;

Whereas the TVA has improved navigation
of the Tennessee River system and facili-
tated river freight transportation;

Whereas the TVA has reduced the risk of
flood damage through the construction of
locks, dams, and reservoirs throughout the
Tennessee Valley;

Whereas the TVA provides reliable, afford-
able, resilient, and clean electricity and has
stimulated economic growth;

Whereas the TVA continues to promote
economic development by helping companies
and communities attract investments that
bring good jobs to the Tennessee Valley; and

Whereas the TVA continues to pursue new
ideas and innovate through the service of a
committed and skilled workforce: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority on the 90th anniversary of the sign-
ing of the Tennessee Valley Authority Act of
1933 (16 U.S.C. 831 et seq.);

(2) honors the accomplishments of the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority in improving the
quality of life for the citizens throughout the
Valley by improving navigation, controlling
floods, promoting environmental steward-
ship, and providing reliable, affordable, resil-
ient, and clean electricity throughout the
Tennessee Valley;

(3) recognizes the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority, and all its employees and retirees,
for its long and proud history of service in
the areas of energy, the environment, and
economic development throughout Alabama,
Georgia, Tennessee, Mississippi, Kentucky,
North Carolina, and Virginia; and

(4) respectfully requests the Secretary of
the Senate to transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion for appropriate display to—

(A) the Chairman of the Board of the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority, William Kilbride;
and

(B) the Chief Executive Officer of the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority, Jeffrey Lyash.

—————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Madam President,
I have 10 requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:
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COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY
The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, June 7, 2023, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a subcommittee hearing.
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, June 7, 2023, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, June
7, 2023, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, June 7,
2023, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a business
meeting.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, June 7,
2023, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
nominations.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, June 7,
2023, at 3 p.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION
The Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, June 7, 2023, at 3 p.m., to conduct
a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, June
7, 2023, at 3 p.m., to conduct a hearing.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, June 7, 2023, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a closed hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EUROPE AND REGIONAL
SECURITY COOPERATION
The Subcommittee on Europe and
Regional Security Cooperation of the
Committee on Foreign Relations is au-
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thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, June 7, 2023,
at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.

———
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the fol-
lowing members of my staff be granted
floor privileges until June 8, 2023: Ms.
Maddy Dibble, Mr. Jack Lieux, and Mr.
Chris Le, who are with me here today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the President of the
Senate, pursuant to Public Law 85-874,
as amended, appoints the following in-
dividual to the Board of Trustees of the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts: the Honorable SUSAN
CoLLINS of Maine.

———

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the en bloc consideration of
the following Senate resolutions: S.
Res. 239, S. Res. 240, and S. Res. 241.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. SCHUMER. I know of no further
debate on the resolutions en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there
is no further debate, the question is on
agreeing to the resolutions en bloc.

The resolutions (S. Res. 239, S. Res.
240, and S. Res. 241) were agreed to en
bloc.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the preambles be agreed to
and that the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preambles were agreed to en
bloc.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.”)

————
ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 8,
2023

Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the Senate
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completes its business today, it stand
adjourned until 10 a.m. on Thursday,
June 8; that following the prayer and
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; that following the conclusion of
morning business, the Senate proceed
to executive session to resume consid-
eration of the Silfen nomination; fur-
ther, that at 11:30 a.m., notwith-
standing rule XXII, the Senate vote on
confirmation of the Syed nomination,
followed by the cloture vote on the
Silfen nomination, and that if cloture
is invoked on the Silfen nomination,
all postcloture time be considered ex-
pired at 1:45 p.m.; finally, that if nomi-
nations are confirmed during Thurs-
day’s session, the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:08 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
June 8, 2023, at 10 a.m.

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate June 7, 2023:

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

JUSTIN L. MARTINEZ, OF UTAH, TO BE UNITED STATES
MARSHAL FOR THE DISTRICT OF UTAH FOR THE TERM
OF FOUR YEARS.

WILLIAM R. HART, OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, TO BE UNITED
STATES MARSHAL FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW HAMP-
SHIRE FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

DAVID CRANE, OF NEW JERSEY, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF ENERGY.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

SHANNON R. SAYLOR, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES MARSHAL FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIR-
GINIA FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS.
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING WAIKINYA CLANTON

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable person,
Waikinya Clanton of Canton, Mississippi.

Waikinya Clanton is the State Office Direc-
tor at Southern Poverty Law Center. One of
Waikinya’s professional accomplishments is
helping to direct nearly $1.5 million in funds to
nonprofit organizations who were looking to
help educate and strengthen engagement of
communities in electoral politics, to help train
women to skillfully assume elected office and
empower and influence them to disrupt politics
on a local, state, and federal level.

Previously, Clanton has served as senior
adviser to the Democratic National Committee
chair. She was the National Executive Director
of the National Organization of Black Elected
Legislative Women, where she led efforts that
fueled electoral victories for Black women. In
addition, she was a key aide to my Congres-
sional staff as well. She also served as an Eg-
uity Adviser on race, gender, policy, and pub-
lic engagement for social networking company
Nextdoor and cosmetics retailer Sephora.

Clanton is a graduate of Tougaloo College,
where she earned her bachelor's degree in
sociology. She earned a master's degree in
business administration from the University of
Phoenix. She is a certified political operative
through the Congressional Black Caucus Insti-
tute’s political education and training Boot
Camp as well as The Campaign School at
Yale University, which is dedicated to increas-
ing the number of women in elected and ap-
pointed office. Clanton is a certified Diversity
and Inclusion Specialist through Cornell Uni-
versity’s diversity and inclusion certification
program.

Clanton is also the founder of Who’s Who of
MS Women and is a Black Church Digital Eg-
uity Fellow with the Multicultural Media,
Telecom, and Internet Council as well as a
Public Policy Fellow with the Eric H. Holder
Public Policy Institute at Tougaloo College.
She is also the inventor of the new card
game, Quonvo.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing my former staff member,
Waikinya Clanton for her dedication to the op-
pression within the state of Mississippi.

———

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF WOODSTOCK INSTITUTE

HON. JESUS G. “CHUY” GARCIA
OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Mr. GARCIA of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of
Woodstock Institute. Woodstock Institute is a

pioneering organization dedicated to pro-
moting economic justice and racial equity with-
in financial systems through comprehensive
research and impactful advocacy efforts.

Woodstock Institute was founded in 1973 by
Sylvia Scheinfeld as a center of community in
Woodstock, lllinois to fight against redlining in
Chicago.

Over the past five decades, Woodstock In-
stitute has become a nationally-renowned,
consequential organization leading the charge
on fair and equitable access to credit, con-
sumer financial protection and community eco-
nomic development.

Woodstock Institute has been a leader in
closing the racial wealth gap for Latino and
Black communities across Chicagoland and
the United States. At a time when banks are
failing, people face a rental crisis, and interest
rates keep rising, Woodstock Institute’s work
is more necessary than ever. I'm glad to have
partnered with Woodstock Institute at a Con-
gressional level on issues like capping con-
sumer loans and reining in predatory lending.
Together, we have worked tirelessly to ad-
dress the urgent need for stronger consumer
protection measures and to create a more eq-
uitable financial system for all Americans.

| am honored to commemorate Woodstock
Institute on their 50th Anniversary. Here’s to
the next 50 years.

REMEMBERING PABLO “P.J.”
VARGAS, JR.
HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that | announce the passing of
Pablo “P.J.” Vargas, Jr.

Pablo was a constituent, a friend and the
loving and dedicated father of the office man-
ager for my College Station congressional of-
fice.

A lifelong Texan, Pablo attended Palo Alto
College and moved to Bryan/College Station
in 1990 to attend Texas A&M University to
study civil engineering, where he graduated in
1992 and met his wife, Dee Dee Vargas, a
Bryan native, whom he married in 1996.

P.J. was the proud parent of three chil-
dren—Desiree Denise Carlin, Destinee Denise
Vargas, and Pablo Vargas, Il

Just as his daughter Destinee is a dedicated
civil servant, so was Pablo, who served the
Texas Department of Transportation for 28
years.

Pablo loved to talk to everyone in the com-
munity and was always willing to help others.
His generosity and his heart was as big as the
state of Texas.

| extend my deepest sympathies to the
Vargas family and the community he was so
committed to serving.

HONORING THE LOCAL
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor The Local Organizing
Committee (LOC). LOC has shown what can
be done through hard work, dedication, and a
desire to make a difference in their commu-
nity.

The LOC of Greenville, MS, is a collabora-
tion of various organizations, churches, busi-
ness owners, community leaders, activists and
grassroot organizers that work together
through their resources to culturally and holis-
tically improve the conditions in which their
community lives. They work diligently through-
out the community and surrounding areas to
bring awareness, education, empowerment,
outreach, training and self-help programs
through love and unity.

The LOC is organizations that through plan-
ning and action committees work to give the
community a voice. The LOC’s mission is to
be the liaison between the people and the
local government in overcoming difficulties that
face the black community. Under the 3M-
Model and The National Agenda, they work to
accomplish this mission. The town hall meet-
ings are the driving force that they use to
reach people.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing The Local Organizing Com-
mittee for their outstanding service and com-
mitment.

———
CELEBRATING THE OUTSTANDING
LIFE OF ACTIVIST AND

COUSHATTA LEADER ERNEST
SICKEY

HON. TROY A. CARTER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the life and activism of Er-
nest Sickey, leader of the Coushatta Tribe
who dedicated his life to advocating for the
rights and well-being of Native American com-
munities. Sickey devoted his life to serving his
people and fighting for their rights. He played
a pivotal role in securing federal recognition
for his tribe, ensuring its sovereignty, and the
preservation of its rich heritage. He tirelessly
worked to improve healthcare, education, and
economic opportunities for Native Americans.

Ernest Sickey was born on the Coushatta
Reservation in Louisiana in 1942. He grew up
in poverty and experienced firsthand the dis-
crimination and marginalization that Native
Americans faced in the United States. Despite
these challenges, he was determined to make
a difference in his community. He became a
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leader in the Coushatta Tribe, serving as a
tribal council member and later as the tribe’s
chairman. He was a tireless advocate for Na-
tive American rights, working to improve ac-
cess to healthcare, education, and economic
opportunities for his people. In addition to his
work on behalf of the Coushatta Tribe, Ernest
Sickey was a respected leader in the broader
Native American community. He served as the
president of the National Congress of Amer-
ican Indians and was a founding member of
the United South and Eastern Tribes.

Recognition of Sickey’s devotion and impact
extended beyond his tribal boundaries and
even had an impact at the State and National
level. Ernest served as the first executive di-
rector of the Office of Indian Affairs in Lou-
isiana and used his position to preserve and
share Native American culture and traditions
to help bridge gaps between communities,
aiming to foster understanding and unity. He
was a true activist and wanted to make the
world a better place for everyone, not just his
own community. He met with governors and
presidents to advocate for funds to support
Native American tribes and their members.
Sickey played an instrumental role in getting
the re-acknowledgment for the Coushatta
Tribe from the federal government in 1973.

Ernest Sickey’s legacy is one of courage,
determination, and service. He dedicated his
life to fighting for justice and equality for Na-
tive Americans, and his impact will be felt for
many generations to come. On behalf of the
people of Louisiana’s Second Congressional
District, | offer my deepest condolences to Er-
nest Sickey’s family and friends. We are grate-
ful for his life and his service, and we will con-
tinue to honor his memory by working to build
a more just and equitable society for all Ameri-
cans.

CONGRATULATING UNIVERSITY OF
LA  VERNE PRESIDENT DR.
DEVORAH LIEBERMAN ON HER
RETIREMENT

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today with great enthusiasm and immense
gratitude, to congratulate University of La
Verne President Dr. Devorah Lieberman on
her retirement.

Serving as president since 2011, Dr. Lieber-
man has demonstrated unwavering commit-
ment to the mission and vision of the Univer-
sity of La Verne, as well as constant dedica-
tion to its remarkable students and faculty. Her
passion for the University of La Verne is evi-
dent to anyone who has ever met her.

President Lieberman’s vision has loyally
supported the university values and mission of
delivering quality academic programs at the
undergraduate, masters, and doctoral levels.
Some of her tremendous accomplishments in-
clude: establishing a College of Health and
Community Well-Being; instituting the La
Verne Experience; raising $128 million in the
largest comprehensive campaign in institu-
tional history; significantly increasing funding
for student scholarships; fostering growth of
the university as a Hispanic-Serving Institution;
expanding the international student population;
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increasing the number of named colleges, en-
dowed deans, and endowed faculty positions;
and, significantly increasing the institutional
endowment.

Dr. Lieberman is the 18th president of the
University of La Verne, a nationally ranked
and Carnegie-recognized private institution for
civic and community engagement. Located in
Southern California in the 31st Congressional
District, the University of La Verne was found-
ed in 1891 and educates approximately 8,000
students.

President Lieberman is currently Chair-Elect
of the New American Colleges & Universities
(NAC&U), and serves on the Boards of the
Coalition of Urban and Metropolitan Univer-
sities (CUMU), the Association of Independent
California Colleges and Universities (AICCU),
Casa Colina Centers for Rehabilitation, La
Plaza de Cultura y Artes, the L.A. County Fair
Board, and the LA Chamber of Commerce.

Dr. Lieberman has broadly published books
and articles in higher education literature on
the topics of intercultural communication, fac-
ulty development, diversity, and institutional
transformation. Awards she received include
the Oregon Council for Hispanic Advance-
ment's “Si Se Puede Award,” the Carnegie
Foundation “Oregon Professor of the Year,”
the ACE “Bringing the World into the Class-
room” National award, the Student Union
President of the Year, and the Ellis Island
Award.

Prior to her presidency at the University of
La Verne, Dr. Lieberman was Provost at Wag-
ner College on Staten Island and Vice Provost
and Professor of Communication Studies at
Portland State University. She graduated with
her Ph.D. from the University of Florida; with
her MA from San Diego State; with her BA
from Humboldt State, and her AA from Mt.
San Antonio College.

After receiving a request from the University
of La Verne led by President Lieberman, | was
very proud to secure $2.2 Million in FY2023
Community Project Funding for the University
of La Verne’s Institute of Mental Health. Both
my District and D.C. offices have had an ex-
cellent working relationship with President Lie-
berman and her government relations team,
which we look forward to continuing as Dr.
Lieberman serves in an advisory role to the
university. | extend my sincere congratulations
to my dear friend, Dr. Devorah Lieberman,
and wish her a happy and fulfilling, well-de-
served retirement. | thank her, and God Bless.

—————

HONORING SABRINA TANNER-
MOORE

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable servant,
Mrs. Sabrina Tanner-Moore.

Sabrina is the proud daughter of the late
Fred Tanner and Jerlean Gamble. She is the
amazing mother of three—Keldrick Tanner, Di-
amond Moore, and Jarquarius Moore; and two
beautiful grandkids—Dylan Kace and Kali Ivy.
She’s a lifelong resident of Greenwood, Mis-
sissippi. After graduating with honors from
Elzy High School in 1989, she continued her
education at Alcorn State University, where
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she received a Bachelor of Arts degree in
English, in 1993.

In the year 2000, Sabrina graduated suma
cum laude from Mississippi Valley State Uni-
versity with a Master of Art in Teaching. In
2009, Sabrina obtained an Administrative li-
cense. After completing tedious coursework in
2014 in education with concentration in Cur-
riculum, Instruction, and Professional Develop-
ment, Sabrina obtained her Specialist Degree
while maintaining a 4.0 GPA.

With education being her forté, Sabrina
began her teaching career in 1993 with
Greenwood Public Schools as a Substitute
Teacher with genuine love for helping others
to excel. In 1998, Sabrina became a highly
Certified Teacher. She’s taught 5th, 6th, 7th,
8th, 9th, and 10th grade English. She’s also
served as an adjunct teacher at Mississippi
Delta Community College, where she taught
beginning English courses.

In 2012, she served as the District Instruc-
tional Coach for the Greenwood Public
Schools District. In 2013, she served as an
Assistant Principal at Threadgill Elementary,
and at Greenwood High School in 2016. In
2019, she became the Chief/Director of the
Greenwood Alternative School for the Green-
wood Leflore Consolidated School District.

Sabrina has been in the educational field for
28 years, and recently retired in December
2022. In February 2023, she launched her
skincare business, Body Luck. Sabrina has re-
ceived numerous awards and recognitions
while employed with Greenwood Public
Schools.

Sabrina has been an active member of
Delta Sigma Theta since her inception in 1993
with Delta Epsilon at Alcorn State University.
She has served in many capacities with the
Greenwood-Itta Bena Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated.

Sabrina enjoys reading, traveling, shopping,
dancing, teaching, volunteering, and spending
quality time with family and friends, and mak-
ing handmade soaps and other skincare prod-
ucts. She is happily married to her wonderful
husband, Dwight Moore of Greenwood, MS.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mrs. Sabrina Tanner-Moore for
her dedication and tenacity to serving her
community and desire to be an example for
all.

——————

HONORING U.S. ARMY LIEUTEN-
ANT COLONEL JOE M. SAHL

HON. CHARLES J. “CHUCK"
FLEISCHMANN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Lieutenant Colonel Joe Sahl,
Commanding Officer of the Nashville District
of the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers and rec-
ognize a lifetime of service to our Nation.

LTC Sahl received his commission in 2004
and has served our Nation in assignments
across the United States and around the
world. He has served in the 62nd Engineer
Battalion, the 1st Armored Division, the 2nd
Combined Arms Battalion, the 1st Brigade
Special Troops Battalion, as an Engineer
Company and Brigade Engineer Observer/
Coach/Trainer at the National Training Center,
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and as commander of the 273rd Forward En-
gineer Support Team—Advanced. He has also
served in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Fort Worth District and as Deputy Commander
of the Jacksonville District before his com-
mand of the Nashville District.

LTC Sahl assumed command of the Nash-
ville District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers on July 1, 2021. The Nashville district
administers water resources development and
navigable waterways operations for the Cum-
berland and Tennessee River basins. | have
had the privilege of working with Col. Sahl on
the Chickamauga Lock Replacement Project
on the Tennessee River in Chattanooga, TN.

LTC Sahl has been awarded and recog-
nized for his service, including the Bronze Star
Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, the
Army Commendation Medal, the Army
Achievement Medal, the Meritorious Unit Cita-
tion, the Army Superior Unit Award, the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, the Irag Cam-
paign Medal, the Humanitarian Service Medal,
and the Combat Action badge.

It is with great pleasure that | extend my
heartfelt gratitude to LTC Joe Sahl for his
years of service with the U.S. Army Corp of
Engineers Nashville District and wish him the
very best in his future assignments.

————

COMMEMORATING THE GEMINIBIO
REED AVE. FACILITY GRAND
OPENING

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate GeminiBio's Reed Facility
Grand Opening. | ask my colleagues to rise
and join me in celebration of this new facility.
Gemini Bio-Products LLC is an FDA-registered
provider of biological products and chemical
reagents to the global cell culture community.

Founded in 1985, GeminiBio serves the
global biotechnology industry, from basic re-
search to commercial production, with a focus
on helping customers accelerate the develop-
ment of life enhancing biotherapeutics by
streamlining and improving their cell culture
and process liquid manufacturing workflows.
The company’s products are organized into
two core verticals—Cell Culture Solutions and
Process Liquid Solutions.

Located in West Sacramento, California,
GeminiBio has invested in three distinct ex-
pansion projects starting in 2019 and now has
57,000 square feet of cGMP manufacturing
space segregated between animal origin-free
and animal component manufacturing. In Q1
of 2023, GeminiBio finished its 25,000 square
foot cGMP facility that is dedicated to up-
stream and downstream media and buffer
manufacturing. In May of 2023, GeminiBio
opened their new 32,000 square foot fully vali-
dated cGMP facility—warehouse and manu-
facturing space. GeminiBio is an 1SO 13485
certified, FDA registered Class 1 Medical De-
vice Manufacturer, aligned with 21 CFR Part
820.

Throughout its growth, GeminiBio has main-
tained the personalized service on which its
reputation was built. GeminiBio is committed
to manufacturing and providing customers with
products that consistently’ meet or exceed all
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industry and regulatory requirements or expec-
tations.

Mr. Speaker, today | am proud to continue
to advocate for Greater Sacramento region’s
growing biotech and cell and gene therapy in-
dustries and we celebrate the Grand Opening
of GeminiBio’'s Reed Ave. Facility. | thank all
those involved for investing in our community.

HONORING DR. RENARDO MURRAY
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a tenacious and ac-
complished band director and music educator,
Dr. Renardo Murray. He has shown what can
be done through hard work, dedication, and a
desire to make a difference.

Dr. Murray was chosen as Alcorn State Uni-
versity’s 2023 Mississippi Humanities Council
Teacher of the Year. He and other recipients
will be honored for their contributions to the
humanities. Dr. Murray is the associate dean
and professor for the School of Arts and
Sciences. Before his current role, Dr. Murray
was the director of Bands for the Sounds of
Dyn—O—-Mite Marching Band. He holds an out-
standing track record in assuring student suc-
cess both musically and academically. He has
an extensive background of developing, oper-
ating, and maintaining quality band programs.

Before his tenure at Alcorn State University,
Dr. Murray served Jackson State University
first as assistant band director from 2004 to
2009, and then as interim director of bands/in-
structor of music since 2009. He has also
served as band director at the secondary edu-
cation level: for Yazoo City High School,
Yazoo City, Mississippi; Blackburn Middle
School, Jackson, Mississippi; Clinton High
School, Clinton, Louisiana; and as assistant
band director for Wilkinson County High
School, Woodville, Mississippi.

Dr. Murray earned his doctorate degree in
music education in 2011 from the University of
Mississippi, a master's degree in music edu-
cation from Jackson State University in 2004
and his bachelor's in music education from
Alcorn State University in 1995.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Dr. Renardo Murray for his pas-
sion and dedication in the field of education.

HURRICANE SEASON HAS BEGUN
HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, as of June 1, hurricane season officially
began.

According to the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, last year there were
14 named storms, of which eight reached hur-
ricane level.

These potentially deadly storms put lives at
risk and cause destruction in their paths. A
particularly devastating 2022 hurricane, lan,
which also hit South Carolina, caused dam-
ages of more than $112 billion dollars.
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As a coastal state, South Carolina is ready
to assist families. The South Carolina Emer-
gency Management Division, led by Kim
Stenson in Pine Ridge, serves as the coordi-
nating agency for the preparation and recov-
ery from emergencies and disasters.

| am also grateful for the leadership of Gov-
ernor Henry McMaster and Major General Van
McCarty, the Adjutant General of South Caro-
lina.

In conclusion, God Bless our troops, who
successfully protected America for 20 years,
as the Global War on Terrorism continues
moving from the Afghanistan safe haven to
America with open borders.

———

HONORING ARTHUR ‘““BOBO”’
HARRIS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a tenacious and self-
motivated leader, Mr. Arthur Harris. Mr. Harris
has shown what can be done through hard
work, dedication, and a desire to achieve.

Arthur “Bobo” Harris was a star football
player and track athlete for Vicksburg High in
the early 1980s and went on to play football
at Southern Miss.

Harris, the Gators’ quarterback his senior
year, played in the 1982 Mississippi All-Star
Game and was an all-state selection at three
different positions. He was also selected as
the student-athlete of the year in Mississippi.

Harris was inducted into the 2022 Vicksburg
Warren School District Athletic Hall of Fame.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Arthur Harris for his passion
and dedication to the Vicksburg Warren
School District.

————

CONGRATULATING JEAN
KIRSCHENHEITER ON HER 90TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. ANDREW R. GARBARINO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Mr. GARBARINO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate one of my constituents, Jean
Kirschenheiter, from North Babylon, New York
on her 90th birthday.

Mrs. Kirschenheiter was born Jean Louise
Lara in Brooklyn on June 7, 1933 to Louis and
Julia Lara, the eldest daughter of three chil-
dren.

She married Richard Kirschenheiter on Jan-
uary 22, 1955, moved to North Babylon and
they had four children Raymond, Kathryn,
Richard and Michael. Her family grew when
Raymond married Brenda, Kathryn married
Thomas, Richard married Patricia, and Mi-
chael married Dawn.

She is the proud grandmother to Patricia,
Kelly & Scott, Eric & Danielle, Brieann, Keith
& Laurie and Michelle. She is also a great-
grandmother to Charlotte.

Mrs. Kirschenheiter was widowed in 2018.
Despite losing her husband, she has contin-
ued to be active in her church and with her
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ya-yas. She is also very active with her chil-
dren and grandchildren.

| call on my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Jean Kirschenheiter on her 90th
birthday and wishes for continued health and
happiness with her family.

HONORING INSIDE OUT ACADEMY

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Inside Out Academy.
The leaders of Inside Out Academy—Samuel
and LaKenya Evans, have shown what can be
done through hard work, dedication, and a de-
sire to make a difference. This powerful team
are both veterans of education and have had
a love for education since high school. They
tirelessly serve the rural MS Delta through
education that is both challenging and fun.

LaKenya Evans is an eighteen-year veteran
educator who has lived in the Mississippi
Delta her entire life. The first twelve years of
her career were spent in the classroom teach-
ing grades spanning from first to twelfth. Hav-
ing taught several courses, reading and career
discovery are two she deems most rewarding
for her career because of the immediate joy
and benefits to her students. LaKenya has
earned both a Bachelor of Science and Master
of Education in Elementary Education, as well
as an Educational Specialist in Educational
Administration and Supervision. She is cur-
rently pursuing a doctoral degree from
Belhaven University. She is an active member
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated,
Mississippi Professional Educators, National
Education Association, and Mississippi Literary
Association.

Dr. Samuel C. Evans, Jr. was born and
reared in the Mississippi Delta and is a prod-
uct of Greenville Public School District. After
high school, he attended Delta State Univer-
sity in Cleveland, MS, where he received a
Bachelor of Science in Education degree. He
is a twenty-seven-year veteran in K—12 public
education and has given all his years of serv-
ice to the Mississippi Delta. He is an active
member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incor-
porated, Mississippi Profession of Educators,
and National Educators Association.

The mission of Inside Out Academy pro-
motes academic, social, and emotional growth
among youths by cultivating knowledge
through creativity, cultural awareness, career
exploration, college preparation, and character
development.

This dynamic duo firmly believes children
are the seeds of hope for our tomorrow and
believe in the power that they hold and know
that they will mold future generations to come.
At Inside Out Academy, they are dedicated to
give them the support they need to shape
them into leaders of the future. They are com-
mitted to engaging them in activities that build
communication, collaboration, critical thinking,
and creativity skills. They seek to develop
partnerships with community agencies, organi-
zations, and schools to provide resources for
prevention of social issues such as bullying,
drug abuse, alcohol abuse, sexual promis-
cuity, discrimination, economic deprivation, fi-
nancial illiteracy, and obesity.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Inside Out Academy for their
dedication, leadership, advocacy, and cre-
ativity in education. Their selfless service to
their communities and the Rural MS Delta Re-
gion is commended.

———

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY ACT OF
2023

SPEECH OF

HON. GARRET GRAVES

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 31, 2023

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, it is
the intent of Congress that nothing in section
321 of the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023
(FRA) should be construed to alter, abridge, or
abrogate the existing principles of law articu-
lated by the Supreme Court of the United
States in Department of Transportation v. Pub-
lic Citizen, 541 U.S. 752 (2004). Namely, that
any National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
analysis must serve the informational pur-
poses of that Act, which remain unchanged by
section 321 of the FRA. Nor does section 321
of the FRA impact the Court’s broader holding
in Public Citizen that “where an agency has
no ability to prevent a certain effect due to its
limited statutory authority over the relevant ac-
tions, the agency cannot be considered a le-
gally relevant ‘cause’ of the effect.” Public Cit-
izen, 541 U.S. at 770. It is therefore
Congress’s intent that an agency need not
consider these effects in its environmental re-
view under NEPA. Additionally, and consistent
with the text of section 321 of the FRA that
limits review under NEPA to “reasonably fore-
seeable environmental effects of the proposed
agency action,” unavoidable and “reasonably
foreseeable adverse environmental effects,”
and a “reasonable range of alternatives,”
nothing in section 321 changes, alters, or ab-
rogates the informational purpose of NEPA, as
informed by the rule of reason articulated by
the Court in Public Citizen.

————

RECOGNIZING MR. STUART
PACKARD

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Stuart Packard for his 35 years
of service as an educator in California and to
congratulate him on his retirement as the Su-
perintendent of Buttonwillow Union School
District.

Mr. Packard’s long-standing career in edu-
cation began at the University of La Verne,
where he studied Journalism and Public Rela-
tions and later received his teaching creden-
tial. After graduating, he spent his first year as
a teacher in the Ontario-Montclair School Dis-
trict. It was over the next two decades that Mr.
Packard would become an integral part of the
Bakersfield school community, first as a teach-
er in the Panama-Buena Vista School District
and then as a principal in the Standard School
District. In July of 2011, Mr. Packard became
the Superintendent of Buttonwillow Union
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School District, where he spent the next 12
years. Under his leadership, the district be-
came one of the fastest improving school dis-
tricts in the state.

The addition of advanced-learning pro-
grams, expansion of extracurricular and off-
campus opportunities, and construction of a
new school building have contributed to the
district’'s success. The district also enacted
AVID Elementary for students in kindergarten
through eighth grade and fully implemented a
Transitional Kindergarten (TK) program. The
district has been featured in local, state, and
national publications for these improvements.
During his tenure, student outcomes have also
been strong. Discipline referrals and suspen-
sions have declined by over 90 percent and
during the COVID-19 pandemic, the district
successfully returned to in-person learning
during its earliest stages. The district has
faced many challenges throughout Mr. Pack-
ard’s career and his dedication to his role is
paramount to the district's success. Mr. Pack-
ard’s commitment to the success of students
in Bakersfield will have a lasting impact on the
Central Valley community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join me in recognizing Mr. Packard’s lifetime of
service and commitment as an educator in the
Central Valley. | wish him a happy and well-
deserved retirement.

HONORING MR. HENRY DORSEY

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Mr. Henry Dorsey, an
esteemed educator for more than 44 years,
who has and continues to dedicate his life to
serving the State of Mississippi in numerous
roles.

Henry Dorsey was educated in the Franklin
County School District in Meadville, Mis-
sissippi, where he received a diploma in 1966,
finishing in the top ten of his class and a three
sports letterman. He continued his education
at Alcorn State University, majoring in health
and physical education, minoring in science
with an emphasis on coaching, receiving his
Bachelor of Science in 1970. He continued to
Jackson State University, where he received a
Master's in Science Education and a Spe-
cialist in Administration and Supervision.

Henry Dorsey was an educator for 44 years
with 36 of those years in the Hazlehurst City
School District, where he served as Teacher,
Coach, Principal, Athletic Director, Super-
intendent and Conservator. He served as a
Coach Administrator in the Brookhaven School
District, Assistant Principal at Whitten Middle
School in Jackson, Mississippi, Assistant Prin-
cipal at Richland High School in Richland,
Mississippi, Principal at Nichols Middle School
in Canton, Mississippi, and Director of Edu-
cation and Training at Mississippi Job Corps in
Crystal Springs, Mississippi.

Henry Dorsey is not only known as a ftrail-
blazer in education, but also one who will al-
ways be recognized in history as the First Afri-
can American Fireman in the City of
Hazlehurst MS in 1978.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Henry Dorsey, and out-
standing Mississippian, for his outstanding
service and commitment.

RECOGNIZING KIKKOMAN COR-
PORATION’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. BRYAN STEIL

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate Kikkoman Corporation on celebrating
50 years of brewing Kikkoman Soy Sauce in
the United States. Kikkoman is one of the old-
est and most recognizable food brands in the
world.

In 1973 Kikkoman opened its first major soy
sauce plant in Walworth, Wisconsin. Kikkoman
Foods selected Walworth as the location for
its pioneering U.S. production plant due to its
proximity to the main growing regions for the
company’s primary ingredients, and the dili-
gent local labor force. This groundbreaking fa-
cility was among the first ever established by
a Japanese company in the United States.

The significance of Kikkoman’s Wisconsin
plant extends beyond Wisconsin and has a
considerable impact on a global scale. The
Walworth Kikkoman plant employs over 200
hardworking individuals and is the highest-pro-
ducing brewed soy sauce facility in the world.
The products that are made in Walworth are
shipped across the United States, Canada,
and Mexico, and to more than 20 overseas
markets.

Kikkoman prioritizes helping both local and
national philanthropic causes, donating over
12 million dollars through The Kikkoman
Foods Foundation. The foundation has offered
college scholarships for high schoolers, sup-
ported educational programs, aided commu-
nity development projects, assisted local fire
and rescue teams, contributed to disaster re-
lief efforts worldwide, and supported local food
banks and non-profits that serve the under-
privileged. Kikkoman Corporation has had an
incredible impact on Wisconsin.

On behalf of Wisconsin’s First Congres-
sional District, it is my honor to congratulate
Kikkoman Corporation on its 50th anniversary.

———

HONORING DR. NAKISHA MCCRAY
WATTS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2023

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Executive Director
and Entrepreneur Dr. Nakisha McCray Watts.

Dr. Nakisha McCray Watts was born to
James McCray and Catherine Doyle, and
raised in Lambert, MS. Dr. Watts is 36 years
old. She is the wife of DeJuan Watts, Jr., and
the mother of Harlem Mulan Watts, DedJuan
Kingston Watts, and KeJuan Amir Watts.

Dr. Watts graduated in 2005 from Madison
S. Palmer High School in Marks, MS. After-
wards, she attended Rust College in Holly
Springs, MS, as a Business Management
Major. She also became a member of Delta
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Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. For a few years
after graduating from Rust College, she en-
rolled in graduate school at Mississippi Valley
State University in Business Administration
and graduated in 2012. She then enrolled into
Jackson State University in the Urban Higher
Education Ph.D. Program and graduated
2018.

Dr. Watts served as the Mississippi Tobacco
Free Coalition Director for Quitman and
Tallahatchie Counties from 2010-2012 with
Delta Health Alliance. She was named the top
Director of Mississippi-by-Mississippi Depart-
ment of Health in 2011. From there, Dr. Watts
was promoted to Program Manager with Teen
Pregnancy Prevention Program in 2012—2020.
Dr. Watts became the Director of Admissions
and Registrar at Coahoma Community College
in 2020, where she was challenged to in-
crease enroliment during the peak of the pan-
demic. She increased enroliment using inno-
vating recruitment tactics such as Tiger Talk,
High School Day Tour etc. and used stake-
holders in the community to recruit students.
Dr. Watts also serve as an adjunct instructor
at Mississippi Valley State University and
Delta State University. She is also the founder
of SHEUplifts, LLC., which is designed to uplift
and empower women of all ages by educating,
providing resources, and coaching women to
push them to their desired level. She has of-
fered entrepreneur workshops, professional
development training and women empower-
ment events such as Millionaire Chic’s, con-
ferences, girls youth camps, and brunches.

With a decade of experience, Dr. Watts has
been a leader in the non-profit sector with
skills of implementing, budgeting, and sus-
taining programs in the communities. She
began her career as a Youth Financial Lit-
eracy Mentor with Quitman County Develop-
ment Organization and has always made com-
munity, economic development, and students
the focus of her work.

Dr. Watts continues her community initia-
tives by serving as President of Quitman
County Middle School Parent Teacher Organi-
zation, Member of Mississippi Tobacco Free
Coalition of Quitman and Tallahatchie Coun-
ties, Member of Mississippi Tobacco Free Co-
alition for Coahoma and Tunica Counties,
Treasure of Quitman County Economic Tour-
ism and Development Inc., and Social Action
Chair of Clarksdale-Marks Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Dr. Nakisha McCray Watts for
her dedication to serving this great state and
country.

———

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
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mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
June 8, 2023 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

JUNE 13

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of General Eric M. Smith, USMC,
for reappointment to the grade of gen-
eral.
SD-G50
10 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Defense
To receive a closed briefing on proposed
budget estimates and justification for
fiscal 2024 for space capabilities of the
Department of Defense and intelligence
community.
SvC-217
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau’s
Semi-Annual Report to Congress.
SD-538
Committee on the Judiciary
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
Section 702 of the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act and related surveil-
lance authorities.
SH-216
2 p.m.
Committee on Commerce,
Transportation
Subcommittee on Tourism, Trade, and Ex-
port Promotion
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
implementation of travel and tourism
legislation.

Science, and

SR-253
2:15 p.m.
Committee on Foreign Relations

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Nisha Desai Biswal, of Vir-
ginia, to be Deputy Chief Executive Of-
ficer of the United States International
Development Finance Corporation,
Edgard D. Kagan, of Virginia, to be
Ambassador to Malaysia, Department

of State, and other pending nomina-

tions.
SD-419
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs
Subcommittee on Housing, Transpor-

tation, and Community Development
To hold hearings to examine the state of
Native American housing.
SD-538
Committee on the Judiciary
Subcommittee on Human Rights and the
Law
To hold hearings to examine artificial in-
telligence and human rights.
SD-226

JUNE 14

10 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on State, Foreign Oper-
ations, and Related Programs
To hold hearings to examine enhancing
American competitiveness through the
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U.S. International Development Fi-
nance Corporation.
SD-138
Committee on Environment and Public
Works
To hold hearings to examine implemen-
tation of the Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act and the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act by the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration.
SD-406
Committee on Finance
To hold hearings to examine anti-pov-
erty and family support provisions in
the tax code.
SD-215
Committee on the Judiciary
To hold hearings to examine ensuring
the safety and well-being of unaccom-
panied children.
SD-106
10:30 a.m.
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
Business meeting to consider S. 1560, to
require the development of a com-
prehensive rural hospital cybersecurity
workforce development strategy, S.
820, to add the Consumer Product Safe-
ty Commission to the list of agencies
required to be represented on the PFAS
interagency working group, S. 1798, to
establish a Countering Weapons of
Mass Destruction Office and an Office
of Health Security in the Department
of Homeland Security, S. 1822, to re-
quire U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion to expand the use of non-intrusive
inspection systems at land ports of
entry, S. 1253, to increase the number
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of U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Customs and Border Protection officers
and support staff and to require reports
that identify staffing, infrastructure,
and equipment needed to enhance secu-
rity at ports of entry, S. 1444, to in-
crease the pay and enhance the train-
ing of United States Border Patrol
agents, S. 61, to require the Secretary
of Homeland Security to implement a
strategy to combat the efforts of
transnational criminal organizations
to recruit individuals in the United
States via social media platforms and
other online services and assess their
use of such platforms and services for
illicit activities, S. 1835, to require the
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Secu-
rity Agency of the Department of
Homeland Security to develop a cam-
paign program to raise awareness re-
garding the importance of cybersecu-
rity in the United States, an original
bill entitled, ‘‘Secure Adjacent Federal
Property Act’, an original bill enti-
tled, “Pray Safe Act’’, an original bill
entitled, ‘‘Intergovernmental Critical
Minerals Task Force Act’, an original
bill entitled, ‘‘Disaster Assistance
Deadlines Alignment Act’’, an original
bill entitled, ‘‘Transparent Automated
Governance Act’, and an original bill
entitled, “DHS International Cyber
Partner Act”.

SD-562
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2 p.m.
Committee on the Judiciary
Subcommittee on Federal Courts, Over-
sight, Agency Action, and Federal
Rights
To hold hearings to examine S. 359, to
amend title 28, United States Code, to
provide for a code of conduct for jus-
tices of the Supreme Court of the
United States.
SD-226
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and
Spending Oversight
To hold hearings to examine the findings
and recommendations of the GAO’s 2023
report on opportunities to reduce frag-
mentation, overlap, and duplication
and achieve financial benefits.
SD-562
3 p.m.
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
To hold hearings to examine improving
substance use disorder care for vet-
erans in rural America and beyond.

SR-418
JUNE 15
10 a.m.
Committee on Environment and Public
Works

Subcommittee on Chemical Safety, Waste
Management, Environmental Justice,
and Regulatory Oversight

To hold hearings to examine the impacts
of plastic production and disposal on
environmental justice communities.

SD-406
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Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages S1987-S2011

Measures Introduced: Thirty-four bills and four
resolutions were introduced, as follows: S.
1837-1870, and S. Res. 239-242. Pages S2004-06

Measures Passed:

ALS Awareness Month: Senate agreed to S. Res.
239, designating May 2023 as “ALS Awareness
Month”. Pages S2009-10, S2011

National Seersucker Day: Senate agreed to S.
Res. 240, designating June 8, 2023, as ‘“‘National
Seersucker Day”, designating every Thursday after
National Seersucker Day through the last Thursday
in August 2023 as “Seersucker Thursday”, and des-
ignating June 2023 as “Seersucker Appreciation
Month”. Pages S2010, S2011

Congratulating the North Carolina Central
University Football Team: Senate agreed to S. Res.
241, commending and congratulating the North
Carolina Central University football team for win-
ning the 2022 Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities National Football Championship in the
2022 Celebration Bowl. Pages $2010, S2011

Appointments:

Board of Trustees of the Jobn F. Kennedy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts: The Chair, on behalf
of the President of the Senate, pursuant to Public
Law 85-874, as amended, appointed the following
individual to the Board of Trustees of the John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts: Senator
Collins. Page S2011

Ho Nomination—Agreement: A unanimous-con-
sent agreement was reached providing that the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on the nomination of Dale E.
Ho, of New York, to be United States District
Judge for the Southern District of New York, be
withdrawn. Page S1991

Syed Nomination—Agreement: Senate resumed
consideration of the nomination of Dilawar Syed, of
California, to be Deputy Administrator of the Small
Business Administration. Page S1993
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During consideration of this nomination today,
Senate also took the following action:

By 54 yeas to 44 nays (Vote No. EX. 149), Senate
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the
nomination. Page S1993

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that the vote on confirmation of the nomina-
tion be at a time to be determined by the Majority
Leader, following consultation with the Republican
Leader, on Thursday, June 8, 2023. Page S1993

Silfen Nomination—Agreement: Senate continued
consideration of the nomination of Molly R. Silfen,
of the District of Columbia, to be a Judge of the
United States Court of Federal Claims for a term of
fifteen years. Pages S$1993-98

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding for further consideration of the nomination at
approximately 10 a.m., on Thursday, June 8, 2023;
that at 11:30 a.m., notwithstanding Rule XXII, Sen-
ate vote on confirmation of the nomination of
Dilawar Syed, of California, to be Deputy Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Administration, fol-
lowed by a vote on the motion to invoke cloture on
the nomination of Molly R. Silfen; and that if clo-
ture is invoked on the nomination of Molly R.
Silfen, all post-cloture time be considered expired at
1:45 p.m. Page S2011

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations:

By 56 yeas to 43 nays (Vote No. EX. 148), David
Crane, of New Jersey, to be Under Secretary of En-
ergy. Pages $1987-92

William R. Hart, of New Hampshire, to be
United States Marshal for the District of New
Hampshire for the term of four years.

Justin L. Martinez, of Utah, to be United States
Marshal for the District of Utah for the term of four
years.

Shannon R. Saylor, of Virginia, to be United
States Marshal for the Eastern District of Virginia

for the term of four years. Page S2011
Messages from the House: Page S2003
Enrolled Bills Presented: Page S$2003

Executive Communications: Pages S2003-04
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Additional Cosponsors: Pages $2006-07

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:
Pages S2007-10

Additional Statements: Pages S2001-03

Authorities for Committees to Meet:
Pages S2010-11

Privileges of the Floor: Page S2011

Record Votes: Two record votes were taken today.
(Total—149) Pages S1991-93

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 6:08 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Thursday,
June 8, 2023. (For Senate’s program, see the remarks
of the Majority Leader in today’s Record on page
S2011.)

Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

THE FARM BILL AND SPECIALTY CROP
PRODUCERS

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry: Sub-
committee on Food and Nutrition, Specialty Crops,
Organics, and Research concluded a hearing to ex-
amine how the Farm Bill works for specialty crop
producers, focusing on the horticulture title, after re-
ceiving testimony from Chris Alonzo, Pietro Indus-
tries, Kennett Square, Pennsylvania, on behalf of
American Mushroom; Nick Carter, Mud Creek
Farm, Indianapolis, Indiana, on behalf of the Indiana
Farm Bureau; Charles Wingard, Walter P. Rawl and
Co, Pelion, South Carolina, on behalf of the Inter-
national Fresh Produce Association; Margaret Leigh
Worthington, University of Arkansas System Divi-
sion of Agriculture, Fayetteville, on behalf of the
American Seed Trade Association; and Diana L.
Kobus, PCO Certified Organic, Spring Mills, Penn-
sylvania.

APPROPRIATIONS: DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL
BASE AND WARTIME STOCKPILES

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Defense
received a closed briefing on proposed budget esti-
mates and justification for fiscal year 2024 for capac-
ity of the defense industrial base and wartime stock-
piles from Douglas R. Bush, Assistant Secretary of
the Army for Acquisition, Logistics and Technology,
William A. LaPlante, Under Secretary for Acquisi-
tion and Sustainment, Vice Admiral Sara Joyner, Di-
rector, Force Structure, Resources and Assessment,
J8, Joint Staff, and Major General David Odom,
Deputy Director for Current and Integrated Opert-
ations, J3, Joint Staff, all of the Department of De-
fense.
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THE CHANGING AGRICULTURAL
LANDSCAPE

Committee on the Budger: Committee concluded a heart-
ing to examine the changing agricultural landscape,
focusing on cultivating stewardship, after receiving
testimony from Brandon Willis, Utah State Univer-
sity, Logan; Martin Larsen, Larsen Family Farm and
Byron Area Farmers Group, Byron, Minnesota; Brent
Johnson, Iowa Farm Bureau, West Des Moines; and
Bryan Sievers, Sievers Family Farms and Roeslein Al-
ternative Energy, Stockton, Iowa.

USACE ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION
PROJECTS

Committee on Environment and Public Works: Com-
mittee concluded a hearing to examine perspectives
on ecosystem restoration projects of the US Army
Corps of Engineers, after receiving testimony from
Lorianne Riggin, South Carolina Department of Nat-
ural Resources, Columbia; Tricia Balluff, City of
Phoenix Environmental Programs Coordinator, Phoe-
nix, Arizona; and Eric Eikenberg, The Everglades
Foundation, Palmetto Bay, Florida.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE SERVICES

Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee concluded
a hearing to examine Department of State services
for the American people, focusing on an overview of
consular affairs and programs, after receiving testi-
mony from Rena Bitter, Assistant Secretary of State,
Bureau of Consular Affairs.

TRANSATLANTIC APPROACHES ON CHINA

Committee on Foreign Relations: Subcommittee on Eu-
rope and Regional Security Cooperation concluded a
hearing to examine aligning transatlantic approaches
on China, after receiving testimony from Noah
Barkin, and Andrew Small, both of the German
Marshall Fund of the United States, and Janka
Oertel, European Council on Foreign Relations, all
of Berlin, Germany.

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on Indian Affairs: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported S. 1723, to establish the Truth and
Healing Commission on Indian Boarding School
Policies in the United States, with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute.

NOMINATIONS

Committee on the Judiciary: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine the nominations of Loren L.
AliKhan, to be United States District Judge for the
District of Columbia, Susan Kim DeClercq, to be
United States District Judge for the Eastern District
of Michigan, who was introduced by Senators Stabe-
now and Peters, Julia Kathleen Munley, to be
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United States District Judge for the Middle District
of Pennsylvania, who was introduced by Senator
Casey, and Vernon D. Oliver, to be United States
District Judge for the District of Connecticut, who
was introduced by Senators Blumenthal and Murphy,
after the nominees testified and answered questions
in their own behalf.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on Intellec-
tual Property concluded a hearing to examine artifi-
cial intelligence and intellectual property, focusing
on patents, innovation, and competition, after receiv-
ing testimony from Corey Salsberg, Novartis, and
Rama G. Elluru, Special Competitive Studies
Project, both of Washington, D.C.; Laura Sheridan,
Google, New York, New York; and Ryan Abbott,
University of California David Geffen School of
Medicine, and John Villasenor, University of Cali-
fornia Institute for Technology, Law, and Policy,
both of Los Angeles.

ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION
OVERSIGHT

Committee on Rules and Administration: Committee
concluded an oversight hearing to examine the Elec-
tion Assistance Commission, after receiving testi-
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mony from Christy McCormick, Chairwoman, Ben
Hovland, Vice Chair, and Donald Palmer, and
Thomas Hicks, both a Commissioner, all of the Elec-
tion Assistance Commission.

ACCESS TO LONG TERM CARE

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine veterans access to long term
care, after receiving testimony from M. Christopher
Saslo, Assistant Under Secretary for Patient Care
Services/Chief Nursing Officer, and Scotte R.
Hartronft, Executive Director, Office of Geriatrics
and Extended Care, both of the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration, Department of Veterans Affairs; Jona-
than Blum, Principal Deputy Administrator and
Chief Operating Officer, Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, Department of Health and
Human Services; Carl Blake, Paralyzed Veterans of
America, Washington, D.C.; Whitney Bell, National
Association of State Veterans Homes, Fayetteville,
North Carolina; and Carla Wilton, Immanuel Lu-
theran Communities, Kalispell, Montana.

INTELLIGENCE

Select Committee on Intelligence: Committee held closed

hearings on intelligence matters, receiving testimony

from officials of the intelligence community.
Committee recessed subject to the call.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 54 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 3881-3934; and 8 resolutions, H.
Res. 477-484, were introduced. Pages H2777-79

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H2781-82

Report Filed: A report was filed today as follows:

H.R. 3564, to cancel recent changes made by the
Federal Housing Finance Agency to the up-front
loan level pricing adjustments charged by Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac for guarantee of single-family
mortgages, and for other purposes, with an amend-
ment (H. Rept. 118-103). Page H2777

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Bentz to act as Speaker pro
tempore for today. Page H2767

Recess: The House recessed at 10:58 a.m. and re-
convened at 12 p.m. Page H2773

Recess: The House recessed at 12:11 p.m. and re-
convened at 6:41 p.m. Page H2775

National Commission on the Future of the
Navy—Appointment: The Chair announced the
Speaker appointment of the following individual on
the part of the House to the National Commission
on the Future of the Navy: Mr. Scott O’'Neil of
Ridgecrest, California. Page H2775

Presidential Veto Message—Providing for con-
gressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule submitted by the
Department of Education relating to “Waivers
and Modifications of Federal Student Loans”:
Read a message from the President wherein he trans-
mitted his Memorandum of Disapproval of H.J. Res.
45, providing for congressional disapproval under
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Department of Education relating
to “Waivers and Modifications of Federal Student
Loans”, and explained his reasons therefore—ordered
printed (H. Doc. 118-46). Page H2775
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Without objection, the House postponed further
consideration of the veto message and the joint reso-
lution until the legislative day of June 21, 2023.

Page H2775

Meeting Hour: Agreed by unanimous consent that
when the House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet
at 9 a.m. on Friday, June 9th, and further when the
House adjourns on that day, it adjourn to meet at
noon on Monday, June 12th for Morning Hour de-
bate. Page H2775

Quorum Calls—Votes: There were no Yea and Nay
votes, and there were no Recorded votes. There were
no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 6:47 p.m.

Committee Meetings

INNOVATION, EMPLOYMENT, INTEGRITY,
AND HEALTH: OPPORTUNITIES FOR
MODERNIZATION IN TITLE IV

Committee on Agriculture: Full Committee held a hear-
ing entitled “Innovation, Employment, Integrity,
and Health: Opportunities for Modernization in
Title IV”. Testimony was heard from Tikki Brown,
Assistant Commissioner, Children and Family Serv-
ices, Department of Human Services, Minnesota; and
public witnesses.

EXAMINING THE POLICIES AND
PRIORITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
LABOR

Committee on Education and Workforce: Full Committee
held a hearing entitled “Examining the Policies and
Priorities of the Department of Labor”. Testimony
was heard from Julie Su, Acting Secretary, Depart-
ment of Labor.

BUILDING BLOCKCHAINS: EXPLORING
WEB3 AND OTHER APPLICATIONS FOR
DISTRIBUTED LEDGER TECHNOLOGIES

Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on
Innovation, Data, and Commerce held a hearing en-
titled “Building Blockchains: Exploring Web3 and
Other Applications for Distributed Ledger Tech-
nologies”. Testimony was heard from public wit-
nesses.

LOOKING BACK BEFORE MOVING
FORWARD: ASSESSING CDC’S FAILURES IN
FULFILLING ITS MISSION

Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations held a hearing entitled
“Looking Back Before Moving Forward: Assessing
CDC’s Failures in Fulfilling Its Mission”. Testimony
was heard from Mary Denigan-Macauley, Director of
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Public Health, Government Accountability Office;
and public witnesses.

DOLLAR DOMINANCE: PRESERVING THE
U.S. DOLLAR’S STATUS AS THE GLOBAL
RESERVE CURRENCY

Committee on Financial Services: Subcommittee on Na-
tional Security, Illicit Finance, and International Fi-
nancial Institutions held a hearing entitled “Dollar
Dominance: Preserving the U.S. Dollar’s Status as
the Global Reserve Currency”. Testimony was heard
from public witnesses.

EXAMINING THE FISCAL YEAR 24 BUREAU
OF CONSULAR AFFAIRS BUDGET

Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on Over-
sight and Accountability held a hearing entitled
“Examining the Fiscal Year 24 Bureau of Consular
Affairs Budget”. Testimony was heard from Rena
Bitter, Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Consular Af-
fairs, Department of State.

IGNORING OUR ALLIES IN THE WESTERN
HEMISPHERE: REVIEWING PRESIDENT
BIDEN’S FY24 BUDGET REQUEST

Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on the
Western Hemisphere held a hearing entitled “Ignor-
ing Our Allies in the Western Hemisphere: Review-
ing President Biden’s FY24 Budget Request”. Testi-
mony was heard from the following Department of
State officials: Brian Nichols, Assistant Secretary,
Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs; Todd Robin-
son, Assistant Secretary, Bureau of International Nar-
cotics and Law Enforcement; and Julieta Valls
Noyes, Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Population,
Refugees, and Migration; and Marcela Escobari, As-
sistant Administrator, Bureau for Latin America and
the Caribbean, U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment.

TRANSNATIONAL CRIMINAL
ORGANIZATIONS: THE MENACING
THREAT TO THE U.S. HOMELAND

Committee on  Homeland Security: Subcommittee on
Counterterrorism, Law Enforcement, and Intelligence
held a hearing entitled “Transnational Criminal Or-
ganizations: The Menacing Threat to the U.S.
Homeland”. Testimony was heard from public wit-
nesses.

AMERICAN CONFIDENCE IN ELECTIONS:
THE PATH TO ELECTION INTEGRITY IN
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Committee on House Administration: Full Committee;
and Full Committee of the House Committee on
Oversight and Accountability held a joint hearing
entitled “American Confidence in Elections: The
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Path to Election Integrity in the District of Colum-
bia”. Testimony was heard from Monica Evans, Ex-
ecutive Director, D.C. Board of Elections; and public
witnesses.

THE BORDER CRISIS: IS THE LAW BEING
FAITHFULLY EXECUTED?

Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on Immi-
gration Integrity, Security, and Enforcement held a
hearing entitled “The Border Crisis: Is the Law
Being Faithfully Executed?”. Testimony was heard
from public witnesses.

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES

Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee on In-
dian and Insular Affairs held a hearing on H.R. 630,
the “Urban Indian Health Confer Act”; H.R. 1240,
the “Winnebago Land Transfer Act of 2023”; H.R.
1722, the “Grand Ronde Reservation Act Amend-
ment of 2023”; H.R. 2461, the “San Juan Southern
Paiute Tribal Homelands Act of 2023”; H.R. 2839,
to amend the Siletz Reservation Act to address the
hunting, fishing, trapping, and animal gathering
rights of the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians,
and for other purposes; and H.R. 3371, the
“Wounded Knee Massacre Memorial and Sacred Site
Act”. Testimony was heard from Bryan Newland,
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Depart-
ment of the Interior; Melanie Anne Egorin, Assistant
Secretary, Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices; and public witnesses.

EXAMINING ONGOING CYBERSECURITY
THREATS WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF
THE INTERIOR AND THE NEXUS TO
STATE-SPONSORED CYBER ACTORS

Committee on  Natural Resources: Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations held a hearing entitled
“Examining Ongoing Cybersecurity Threats within
the Department of the Interior and the Nexus to
State-Sponsored Cyber Actors”. Testimony was heard
from Mark Greenblatt, Inspector General, Depart-
ment of the Interior; Marisol Cruz Cain, Director,
Information Technology and Cybersecurity, Govern-
ment Accountability Office; and public witnesses.

ADVANCING AMERICAN LEADERSHIP IN
QUANTUM TECHNOLOGY

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology: Full Com-
mittee held a hearing entitled “Advancing American
Leadership in Quantum Technology”. Testimony was
heard from Charles Tahan, Director, National Quan-
tum Coordination Office, Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy, Executive Office of the President; El-
eanor G. Rieffel, Senior Researcher, Advanced Com-
puting and Data Analytics, Ames Research Center,
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National Aeronautics and Space Administration; and
public witnesses.

PRICES ON THE RISE: EXAMINING THE
EFFECTS OF INFLATION ON SMALL
BUSINESSES

Committee on Small Business: Full Committee held a
hearing entitled “Prices on the Rise: Examining the
Effects of Inflation on Small Businesses”. Testimony
was heard from public witnesses.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Ways and Means: Full Committee held
a markup on H.R. 3667, the “Social Security Child
Protection Act of 2023”; H.R. 3784, the “Improv-
ing Social Security’s Service to Victims of Identity
Theft Act”; H.R. 3796, to provide for the extension
of taxes funding the Airport and Airway Trust Fund
and to require the designation of certain airports as
ports of entry; H.R. 1843, the ‘“‘Telehealth Expan-
sion Act of 2023”; H.R. 3800, the “Chronic Disease
Flexible Coverage Act”; H.R. 3797, the “Paperwork
Burden Reduction Act”; H.R. 3801, the “Employer
Reporting Improvement Act”’; H.R. 3798, the
“Small Business Flexibility Act”; and H.R. 3799,
the “Custom Health Option and Individual Care Ex-
pense Arrangement Act”. H.R. 3784, H.R. 3667,
H.R. 3796, H.R. 1843, H.R. 3800, H.R. 3797,
H.R. 3801, H.R. 3798, and H.R. 3799 were or-
dered reported, as amended.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR THURSDAY,
JUNE 8, 2023

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)
Senate

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: Sub-
committee on Consumer Protection, Product Safety, and
Data Security, to hold hearings to examine protecting
consumers from junk fees, 10 a.m., SR—253.

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: to hold hear-
ings to examine the Federal response to escalating
wildfires and to evaluate reforms to land management and
wildland firefighter recruitment and retention, 10 a.m.,
SD-366.

Committee on Finance: to hold hearings to examine con-
solidation and corporate ownership in health care, focus-
ing on trends and impacts on access, quality, and costs,
10 a.m., SD-215.

Committee on Foreign Relations: business meeting to con-
sider S. 920, to reauthorize the Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Act of 2000, S. 1457, to authorize negotiation
and conclusion and to provide for congressional consider-
ation of a tax agreement between the American Institute
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in Taiwan (AIT) and the Taipei Economic and Cultural
Representative Office (TECRO), S. 1074, to require a
strategy for countering the People’s Republic of China, S.
308, to end the treatment of the People’s Republic of
China as a developing nation, S. 416, to designate the
Russian-based mercenary Wagner Group as a foreign ter-
rorist organization, S. Res. 174, condemning the human
rights record of the Government of the Kingdom of
Eswatini and the brutal killing of Eswatini activist
Thulani Maseko on January 21, 2023, S. Res. 156, call-
ing on the Government of the Russian Federation to re-
lease United States citizen Paul Whelan, S. Res. 158,
condemning the deportation of children from Ukraine to
the Russian Federation and the forcible transfer of chil-
dren within territories of Ukraine that are temporarily oc-
cupied by Russian forces, S. Res. 126, recognizing the
vital importance of the Mekong River to Southeast Asia
and the role of the Mekong-United States Partnership in
supporting the prosperity of the region, the nominations
of Bryan David Hunt, of Virginia, to be Ambassador to
the Republic of Sierra Leone, Heather Roach Variava, of
Iowa, to be Ambassador to the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, Matthew D. Murray, of Maryland, for the rank
of Ambassador during his tenure of service as United
States Senior Official for the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation (APEC), Jennifer M. Adams, of Virginia, to be
Ambassador to the Republic of Cabo Verde, and Jennifer
L. Johnson, of New York, to be Ambassador to the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, all of the Department of
State, and routine lists in the Foreign Service, 10:30 a.m.,
S§-116, Capitol.
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Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: to
hold hearings to examine the American youth mental
health crisis, focusing on causes and solutions, 10 a.m.,
SD-430.

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs:
to hold hearings to examine FASTA implementation and
optimizing the efficient use of Federal property, 10 a.m.,
SD-562.

Committee on the Judiciary: business meeting to consider
S. 1080, to amend the Controlled Substances Act to re-
quire electronic communication service providers and re-
mote computing services to report to the Attorney Gen-
eral certain controlled substances violations, S. 1094, to
provide a temporary safe harbor for publishers of online
content to collectively negotiate with dominant online
platforms regarding the terms on which content may be
distributed, and the nominations of Ana de Alba, of Cali-
fornia, to be United States Circuit Judge for the Ninth
Circuit, and Irma Carrillo S. Ramirez, of Texas, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit, 10
a.m., SH-216.

House

Committee on Quersight and Accountability, Full Com-
mittee, markup on legislation on recommending that the
House of Representatives find Christopher Wray, Direc-
tor, U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation, in contempt of
Congress for refusal to comply with a subpoena duly
issued by the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability, 9 a.m., 2154 Rayburn.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE
10 a.m., Thursday, June 8

Senate Chamber

Program for Thursday: Senate will continue consider-

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
9 a.m., Friday, June 9

House Chamber

Program for Friday: House will meet in Pro Forma ses-

ation of the nomination of Molly R. Silfen, of the District  sion at 9 a.m.
of Columbia, to be a Judge of the United States Court
of Federal Claims for a term of fifteen years.
At 11:30 a.m., Senate will vote on confirmation of the
nomination of Dilawar Syed, of California, to be Deputy
Administrator of the Small Business Administration, fol-
lowed by a vote on the motion to invoke cloture on the
nomination of Molly R. Silfen.
If cloture is invoked on the nomination of Molly R.
Silfen, Senate will vote on confirmation thereon at 1:45

p.m.
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