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The Senate met at 10:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JACKY
ROSEN, a Senator from the State of Ne-
vada.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Precious Lord, You have been our
dwelling place in all generations, sus-
taining us with Your goodness and
mercy. Today, surround our Senators
with the protection of Your divine
favor, enabling them to obey Your
command to be productive.

Lord, continue to strengthen them to
follow Your precepts, fulfilling Your
purposes as they find joy in Your pres-
ence. Keep them from the things that
bring regret. Increase their faith, pro-
viding them with courage to live for
Your glory.

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, July 29, 2021.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JACKY ROSEN, a Sen-
ator from the State of Nevada, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Senate

Ms. ROSEN thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

——
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
————
INFRASTRUCTURE
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,

well, as we all know, last night, the
Senate voted by a substantial margin
to move forward with a debate on a bi-
partisan infrastructure bill. I want to
commend the group of Senators who
worked with President Biden to reach a
deal. The agreement will ultimately
dedicate over a trillion dollars to
strengthening virtually every major
category of our country’s fiscal infra-
structure.

The vote last night also means that
the Senate is on track to reach the
two-track goal I 1laid out for this
Chamber at the beginning of the
month. The first track is the bipar-
tisan bill focused on traditional, brick-
and-mortar infrastructure projects.
The second track is a budget reconcili-
ation bill where Democrats will make
historic investments in American jobs,
American families, and efforts to fight
climate change.

In order to start work on a reconcili-
ation bill, the Senate must pass a
budget resolution first, and we are on
track for that as well.

It has been my goal to pass both the
bipartisan infrastructure bill and a
budget resolution during this work pe-
riod. Some pundits have called that a
tall order. I understand that. But be-
cause of the vote last night, the Senate

is now moving forward with the bipar-
tisan infrastructure bill, and we are on
track to pass both elements of the two-
track strategy before we adjourn for
the August recess. It took some prod-
ding and a few deadlines, but it all has
worked out for the better.

I want to take a step back and ex-
plain why these two bills are so impor-
tant at this moment. For the past 2
years at the end of the Trump Presi-
dency, the country was angry, divided,
plagued by COVID, and our economy
was stuck in the muck. The COVID
washed over our country like a plague
and was met by staggering incom-
petence from the Trump administra-
tion. America was sick, dying, and our
economy was in shambles.

The discovery of the vaccine played
no small part in our country’s recov-
ery. We Democrats pushed early on,
last February and March—not this past
one but a year ago—to increase funding
for BARDA. Even then, the Trump ad-
ministration was sort of being stingy
about that money, but we got the
money done. And the vaccine, as I said,
played no small part in our country’s
recovery.

But elections have consequences. 1
say that to the American people. Elec-
tions have consequences. When we ran
as Senate Democrats, when President
Biden ran, we promised we would get
the vaccines out; we would get the
country’s economy moving again; we
would give hope to the middle class and
those struggling to get to the middle
class, where hope had been a distant
and hazy frame on their horizon pre-
viously.

The Biden administration came in.
We came in as a Senate majority. We
immediately set to work beating the
pandemic, with a relentless focus on
getting the country vaccinated and
getting our country back to normal.

Congressional Democrats swiftly
passed the bold, strong American Res-
cue Plan, one of the largest Federal
packages in American history, to keep
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families, businesses, and workers afloat
until the country could reopen. And we
have done that. Six months into the
Biden administration and Democratic
majorities in the House and Senate,
the country has stabilized.

This morning—this morning—it was
reported that in the second quarter,
the U.S. economy grew at a rate of 6.5
percent, erasing all of the losses from
the COVID pandemic. It happened a lot
quicker and a lot sooner than many an-
ticipated.

Let me repeat that because it is
great news. Under President Biden and
Democratic House and Senate majori-
ties, the economy recovered so fast this
year that we have already erased the
losses in growth that we experienced as
a result of the COVID pandemic. That
is very good news.

It certainly doesn’t mean every fam-
ily is back on their feet yet. It cer-
tainly doesn’t mean our work is com-
plete. But the American economy is
back. It is thriving and set for even
brighter days ahead.

Again, elections have consequences.
There is such a difference between the
bumbling, nasty, divisive last 2 years
of the Trump administration and a new
Democratic majority in the House and
the Senate and a Democratic Presi-
dent.

Vaccines are out there, as we prom-
ised to get them. There are still some
people resisting taking a vaccine. They
should. We have had some resistance
even from ideological rightwingers,
which is just awful. Vaccines are out
there.

Money has been pumped into the
economy through the ARP, and things
are moving forward, but now is not the
time to rest on our laurels. Now is the
time to press forward to cement these
gains and build on them. We must con-
tinue encouraging vaccinations. We
must keep a very close eye on the
Delta variant and take necessary pre-
cautions. But we also must address the
underlying structural economic condi-
tions that held back the middle class
and those trying to get there even be-
fore the pandemic.

The American dream—that if you
work hard, you will be doing better 10
years from now than you are doing
today and your kids will be doing still
better than you—was fading for the
last 20 years. If you look at the eco-
nomic statistics, they show that that
dimmer view the American people had
was accurate in terms of economic cir-
cumstances.

But now we need to get bright and
sunny again. We need to return to the
bright, sunny American optimism that
has been so much a part of our char-
acter for more than two centuries. And
how do we do it? We don’t just sit on
our hands. We don’t just say: Let busi-
nesses take care of it. They won’t.
They have a different mission.

A massive investment in public infra-
structure will create tens of thousands
of good-paying jobs. That is just what
the doctor ordered. And we need to go
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beyond that to restore that bright,
sunny optimism. We need to help
American families keep up with the ex-
orbitant costs of childcare, healthcare,
housing, college, and more. We need to
press on and fight to reverse climate
change because, as bad as COVID was,
if we do nothing about climate change,
a few years from now, each year will be
worse than COVID, and each year after
that will get worse and worse and
worse. If we do nothing, people several
years from now—even people now will
say: Why didn’t we do more? We Demo-
crats want to do more on climate. We
must.

The numbers show that the American
economy has gotten back to where it
was prior to COVID. Now is the time to
go further and build back even better
than before. We Democrats, when we
can in a bipartisan way but on our own
when our Republican colleagues are
adamantly against us, we will move
forward on both tracks—both tracks.

I am proud of my Democratic caucus,
every one of them voting yesterday for
this bill and all pledging to go forward
on the second track as well.

——
CAPITOL SECURITY

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, on
another matter, even during normal
times, protecting the U.S. Capitol is a
difficult job. Millions of people visit
the U.S. Capitol every single year. Five
hundred and thirty-five elected offi-
cials and their staffs work here every
single day. To keep the Capitol Com-
plex safe, to keep it secure, we are
lucky to have the best of the best.

Our Capitol Police, who stared down
a violent mob on January 6, have been
nothing short of heroic—heroic. When
the smoke cleared after the attack of
January 6, they came back to the Cap-
itol and helped piece together what the
rioters had torn apart. In the after-
math of that dark day, the National
Guard helped keep watch day and
night, 24-17.

I walked the halls of this building
early in the morning and saw our Na-
tional Guard men and women, from
New York and so many other States,
camped out, helping us, wanting to
make sure the Capitol was secure. We
owe the Capitol Police and we owe the
National Guard our deepest gratitude,
but we owe them more than just that.
We owe them the resources they need
to do a very difficult job and to do it
well.

Unfortunately, Congress is on the
precipice of failing. Due to unforeseen
expenses during the pandemic and the
toll incurred by the attack on January
6, funding for our Capitol Police, secu-
rity at the Capitol Complex, even our
National Guard, has come close to run-
ning very dry.

Already, the Capitol Police has had
to delay vital trainings and the pur-
chase of new safety equipment. Soon,
salaries, bonuses, and new hiring will
be on the chopping block. According to
MG Tom Carden, who sent 1,200 mem-
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bers of the Georgia National Guard to
the Capitol after January 6, his unit is
facing ‘‘draconian’ cuts if Congress
doesn’t replenish funding before this
weekend. We must not—we must not—
let that happen under our watch.

The chairman of the Appropriations
Committee, Senator LEAHY, has been
working diligently to come up with a
bipartisan agreement. Now, Senator
SHELBY has joined with him, and they
have crafted a $2.1 billion supplemental
appropriations bill to fill the shortfalls
of our Capitol Police, our National
Guard, and a number of other vital de-
fense operations. It is not everything
that we wanted. The House’s bill is big-
ger and broader. But it does fill the
need, and we need to fill it quickly.

I want to thank Senator LEAHY par-
ticularly for his relentlessness in pur-
suing this.

I want to thank Senator SHELBY for
realizing how important this was in
prodding Members on his side of the
aisle to move forward.

I also want to thank Senators KLO-
BUCHAR and BLUNT, chairmen of the au-
thorization committee, the Rules Com-
mittee, that deals with these issues.
Senator KLOBUCHAR in particular,
whose hearings and continued focus on
Capitol security helped pave the way
for the agreement, deserves our kudos.

Now is the time for the Senate to
take up and pass this bill on behalf of
the brave police officers and service-
members who defended this very cita-
del of democracy.

All 50 Senate Democrats fully sup-
port this crucial police and security
funding. All 50 Democrats are ready to
go. We are eager, insistent we meet our
deadline.

Again, Democrats are prepared to
vote on this bill as soon as possible.
With the cooperation of our Republican
colleagues, which we hope we will get—
our needs are dire—we could pass this
bill today.

The last 6 months have pushed those
who protect the U.S. Capitol to the
limits. In the face of unprecedented ad-
versity, they responded heroically. We
must support them now as they so cou-
rageously supported us.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
BALDWIN). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY

LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-

publican leader is recognized.

————
INFRASTRUCTURE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
yesterday, I joined a number of my Re-
publican and Democratic colleagues
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and voted to begin floor consideration
of bipartisan compromise legislation
for our Nation’s infrastructure.

Our country would benefit a whole
lot from some targeted investment in
the kinds of real, tangible projects that
fit a commonsense definition of actual
infrastructure—roads, bridges, ports,
waterways, airports, broadband.

A bipartisan compromise to respon-
sibly finance these Kkinds of invest-
ments is guaranteed to be big and com-
plex. It is guaranteed to be the kind of
legislation that no Member on either
side of the aisle will think is perfect.
But it is an important basic duty of
government.

I am glad to see these discussions
making progress. I was happy to vote
to begin moving the Senate toward
what ought to be a robust, bipartisan
floor process for legislation of this
magnitude.

This kind of focused compromise that
our colleagues have been hashing out
could not contrast more sharply with
the multitrillion-dollar reckless tax-
ing-and-spending spree the Democrats
hope to ram through on a party-line
vote later this year.

As I have said before, the Democrats’
spree is reckless on multiple levels. We
are all familiar with the staggering $3.5
trillion bottom line. We all know it
would only amp up the painful infla-
tion that is already hammering mid-
dle-class families, in large part because
of the last partisan deluge of spending
Democrats rammed through just a few
months ago.

But just as alarming is the parade of
leftwing ideas that comprise this mess:
turning temporary pandemic welfare
payments with no work requirements
into a permanent dole, shoving through
big chunks of the Green New Deal, gov-
ernment price-fixing that would leave
us with fewer new medicines and new
cures.

And then there is an effort to further
inflame the Biden administration’s
border crisis with a far-left amnesty.
We have now seen the highest unac-
companied child arrivals on record, the
biggest month for immigrant encoun-
ters in 21 years. This month, total CBP
apprehensions for the calendar year are
expected to top a million—a million—
for the first time in 15 years, and we
still have 5 months to go.

So one might think my friends across
the aisle would try to avoid repeating
the missteps that created the crisis;
that they would be careful to avoid
doubling down on the perverse incen-
tives generating so much suffering
down at the southern border.

But, apparently, Washington Demo-
crats intend to do the opposite. Their
reckless taxing-and-spending spree
would include an even bigger green
light for this crisis at the worst pos-
sible time. Under the Biden adminis-
tration’s unenforceable catch-and-re-
lease policy, just 13 percent of the
50,000 individuals who have been re-
leased into the United States since
March have actually reported to as-
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signed ICE checkups. So in a sense, ei-
ther intentionally or through incom-
petence, the administration is already
practicing a policy that amounts to
functional amnesty in many cases.
What Democrats want now is to make
that explicit and, believe it or not, per-
manent.

They would effectively like our
southern border to be even more open
than it is now, even during an ongoing
public health emergency that has Fed-
eral, State, and local officials contem-
plating new batches of rules for Amer-
ican citizens. The message to Ameri-
cans appears to be: Put your guard
back up, even if you are vaccinated.

But to a jaw-dropping degree, the
message to people arriving at the
southern border seems to be: Come on
in. Even if you are COVID positive,
come on in.

CBP data are reportedly showing a
huge uptick in positive COVID tests in
the Rio Grande Valley sector. That is
just one sector, and that is just among
whatever fraction of the individuals
are actually being tested. And among
individuals in ICE custody, apparently
one in three—one in three—are declin-
ing to receive a vaccine. Yet it seems
the Biden administration doesn’t con-
sider a COVID diagnosis any reason to
make an exception to its catch-and-re-
lease policy. Alarming reports of
COVID-positive detainees being turned
out into Texas communities even have
border-State Democrats sounding the
alarm.

I hope President Biden is listening.
Maybe Members of his own party will
have better luck conveying what the
American people have known for
months: The situation at our southern
border is a crisis. It deserves real at-
tention and real solutions, not a reck-
less taxing-and-spending spree with
amnesty policies that would make
things considerably worse.

REMEMBERING BOB DOVE

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
on a completely different matter, for
the second time this week the U.S.
Senate family must bid a sad farewell
to a member of its alumni society.

Only six different individuals have
served as Senate Parliamentarian since
the position was formally established
back in 1935. It is a unique and remark-
able position that seems to require
unique and remarkable people.

Bob Dove served two stints as Parlia-
mentarian from the early 1980s to the
early 2000s. He passed away yesterday
at the age of 82 after a long illness.

I was just a rank-and-file Senator
during Bob’s stints on the dais, but ev-
eryone in the entire Senate knew all
about Bob’s brilliance and his incred-
ible spirit. Bob Dove knew this body’s
history and its rules to the tenth dec-
ibel place.

He was also a constantly jovial per-
son, as approachable as he was smart.
His love for the Senate was tangible. It
was palpable, and it was not only a
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love for the institution, itself, as an ab-
straction, it was also a love for the
human beings who comprised it.

I understand that back in the day,
Bob had a go-to one-liner to help him-
self and his fellow professionals here on
the floor through the tougher days.
Here is what he said: “You may love
the Senate,”” he would dryly declare,
“but the Senate may not love you
back.”

But a little gruff sarcasm couldn’t
conceal Bob’s true affection. In fact,
his enthusiasm for this place was so
contagious that it swept up multiple
generations of his family. About a year
and a half ago, we said goodbye to
Bob’s daughter, Laura Dove, herself a
long-serving, well-loved and widely re-
spected Senate staff leader as she left
the post of Secretary for the Majority.

Even now, two of Bob’s grandchildren
are spending their summers right here
in the Senate, helping out in different
positions.

Either Bob Dove’s brood just cannot
quit this multigenerational addiction
to public service or perhaps it is the
Senate that cannot quit them.

So our condolences and our prayers
go out to Bob’s wife Linda, to Laura
and her brother and sister, and to Bob’s
grandchildren and extended family.

———————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

INVESTING IN A NEW VISION FOR
THE ENVIRONMENT AND SUR-
FACE TRANSPORTATION IN
AMERICA ACT—Motion to Proceed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to H.R. 3684, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to H.R. 3684, a bill to au-
thorize funds for Federal-aid highways, high-
way safety programs, and transit programs,
and for other purposes.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk with will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, late
last night, there was a vote on the
floor which was historic. I will address
the subject matter in a moment. But 17
Republicans joined the Democrats in
an amazing commitment to building
America’s infrastructure. I will speak
to the specifics of that in a moment.
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But I wanted to recount another event
this morning which was not as widely
published but could be very important
to many American families.
PRESCRIPTION DRUG COSTS

Madam President, if you ask families
across the United States to list the top
three things they are worried about in
terms of pocketbook issues and things
that Congress can address, I will bet
you that they will end up putting the
costs of prescription drugs on that list
every time. They know what happened.
These prescription drug costs have
gone through the roof. For many peo-
ple, it is a real hardship.

I was looking this morning at some
of the information we have about insu-
lin, and, you know, for millions of
Americans that is literally a life-and-
death drug. Insulin was discovered dec-
ades ago. The gentleman and those who
did the research to find it basically
gave away all of their patent rights—
the rights to make any money off of in-
sulin—for $1. They said you can’t take
a life-and-death drug and put a
pricetag on it. It has to be shared by
people.

Jonas Salk did exactly the same
thing when it came to the polio vaccine
in the 1950s. He found this break-
through vaccine—and I was one of the
early schoolkids to sign up for it—and
said: I don’t want to make a penny off
of this. This means too much to Amer-
ica and the world.

Bless both of those individuals for
that kind of selflessness.

Yet when it comes to drugs like insu-
lin today, and Sanofi, one of the larg-
est producers of insulin, in the year
2000, was charging $35 for a dose of in-
sulin. It has now had the price rise 25
times since then. The price of an insu-
lin vial is $350, creating a real hardship
and a real strain for many families who
are dependent on insulin to keep them-
selves or their children alive.

So, this morning, we had a meeting
in the Senate Judiciary Committee. We
considered four pieces of legislation on
a bipartisan basis—let me underline
that: bipartisan basis—and passed all
four measures unanimously with voice
votes. I could tell you, having served
on that committee for over 20 years, it
is a rare day that everything goes
through with bipartisan support on an
issue of consequence. Today was one of
those days.

One of the bills, the Stop Significant
and Time-wasting Abuse Limiting Le-
gitimate Innovation of New Generics
Act—the Stop STALLING Act—by Sen-
ators KLOBUCHAR and GRASSLEY, was
advanced by a voice vote.

What we are finding is that the phar-
maceutical industry is designing new
ways on a regular basis to delay the
surrender of their patents. As long as
they have patents—and most of those
are for 20 years—they have the exclu-
sive right to sell that drug, and no one
can compete with them. At the end of
20 years, the theory goes that the ge-
neric drug companies step in, make the
same drug for a much lower cost, and
the consumer finally gets a break.
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Well, you can imagine the lawyers
and businessmen in many pharma-
ceutical companies who are trying to
delay that moment of when the
generics step in for as long as possible.
This bill that we passed this morning,
which will be coming to the Senate
floor, addresses that.

We want to have access to generics
and biosimilar treatments. We want to
make sure that the loopholes and
tricks that the pharmaceutical indus-
try is using now to delay the generic
drugs coming onto market come to an
end. This was an amagzing array of
drugs that, I think, will have a direct
impact on America and its future.

H.R. 3684

Speaking of impact, Madam Presi-
dent, what happened last night was his-
toric.

As I mentioned, 17 Republicans
joined the Democrats in passing a bi-
partisan infrastructure bill. It is rare
that we come together on something
that significant, with that much bipar-
tisanship. We are now in the midst of
the debate on that bill, on the cloture
vote, and our time is running. I hope,
soon, that we can get to the merits of
the bill and get it enacted as quickly as
possible.

This is a once-in-a-generation oppor-
tunity to rebuild our Nation’s roads,
railways, and bridges; to make high-
speed internet and clean water realities
for every home in America; and to cre-
ate millions of good-paying, family-
supporting, and, in many cases, union
jobs across the country.

President Biden said he wanted to
build back better when it came to
America. He sure showed it last night.
We never could have reached that point
without his leadership. The White
House has been a partner in this bipar-
tisan effort from the start, and 67
Members of the Senate coalesced
around this approach. This economy
needs to work fairly for everyone and
protect our kids and grandkids from
climate catastrophe, and a major part
of this bill addresses it.

This is a moment the American peo-
ple have been waiting for. It couldn’t
have come sooner. Right now, many of
our roads and bridges are in terrible
disrepair, and our infrastructure is
crumbling before our eyes. Every week
brings word of a new climate-related
crisis: devastating drought and
wildfires in the West; melting power
lines in Oregon; rolling blackouts in
Texas; and, 2 weeks ago, there was a
bridge collapsing in my State of Illi-
nois.

Take a look at this picture. Let me
describe what you are seeing here.

This was a scene in a small, rural
town in Illinois, in Seneca, when a
bridge on the River Road gave way to
extreme flooding. As you can see down
here, the pavement comes to an end,
and you can see all the way through.
When that bridge came apart, typically
and in good fashion, a group of Illi-
noisans stepped up as Good Samaritans
and pulled the driver out of this vehicle
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that was straddling this breaking high-
way. A local police officer said the
driver was ‘‘really lucky that he didn’t
end up in the creek under the bridge.”

I am grateful that nobody was
harmed that evening. I thank the first
responders, as well, for coming to the
rescue. But now, 2 weeks later, that
bridge is still broken, and the tax-
payers in my home State are stuck
paying the tab. Repairs are going to
cost over a million bucks.

This is just one example of the fail-
ure to invest in our Nation’s roads and
bridges that is costing us. Every 4
years, the American Society of Civil
Engineers gives a report card on our
roads and bridges and their safety. For
decades, it has been filled with the
kind of grades that you wouldn’t want
your kids to bring home from school.
The overall grade this year was a C
minus, in the United States of Amer-
ica, for the wealthiest nation and the
largest economy on Earth. Imagine.

If we continue to neglect the arteries
of our economy, the situation will get
worse. The American Society of Civil
Engineers estimates that the continued
underinvestment in our Nation’s infra-
structure could cost $10 trillion of loss
in GDP over the next two decades, a
major drain on city and State budgets,
but, more importantly, a threat to
families and their safety when they
travel.

This truckdriver had no idea that he
would take his truck out on this road
and, at the end of the day, be lucky to
still be alive. Our Nation has one of the
highest road fatality rates in the
world. And nearly 1 in 12 bridges in
America is considered structurally de-
ficient. This is one of them. That
means that they are at the risk of
being compromised by extreme weath-
er, which is becoming more and more
common with climate change. Any of
us could become that man on the
bridge in Seneca, IL, who was saved by
his neighbors.

The infrastructure proposal we are
considering at this very moment would
eliminate this threat across America,
rehabilitate our roads and bridges,
keep our economy growing, and make
our families safe. With this historic in-
frastructure proposal, we are removing
the hazards from our communities and
establishing a better foundation for our
economy. Let’s take a glance at some
of the achievements under this bipar-
tisan proposal.

It is the largest ever investment in
public transit in America’s history. I
called the mayor of the city of Chicago
yesterday, and I said: I think I have
some good news for you. We are going
to be able to build that transit system
out, make it more accessible for those
with disabilities, have safer stations,
and expand the reach of transit in the
city of Chicago.

I called downstate, to the Springfield
Mass Transit District, to tell them the
good news as well: more buses that are
fuel-efficient, electric buses, and buses
that really acknowledge that we need a
response to the climate situation.
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A historic expansion in electric vehi-
cle infrastructure is part of this bill.
Electric vehicles are the future. Don’t
believe me when I say it, and don’t
wait for some government spokesman
to say it. Just turn on your TV and
watch the advertisements.

The Ford F-150 Lightning—this elec-
tric truck—is so popular in America
and has an electrifying ad. To say that
it is available now is an overstatement.
But it will be soon. They put on the ad,
if you look at the very end of it: If you
want to reserve one of these trucks,
here is the website you should contact.

That is happening more and more—
an electrified Mustang, for example.

All of these suggest that the private
sector is racing ahead of those of us in
government, realizing that electric ve-
hicles are the future. This plan will
help automakers win the race world-
wide, and it will be the most important
auto race in our history to make sure
that electric vehicles have the Amer-
ican imprint on them.

This bipartisan plan is a move for the
future. For families in Illinois, the
funding means parents won’t have to
worry about a bridge collapse while
taking their kids to school, and it
means they can trust the water coming
out of the faucet to be clean and safe.
For parents in the city of Chicago,
with more lead service lines than any
city in the United States, it could be a
lifesaver.

These are the investments we need if
we want America to win the 21st cen-
tury. By making them today, with in-
terest rates now at a historic low, we
can reap the benefit for decades to
come, and that is not just my assess-
ment. Last week, Moody’s chief econo-
mist said that President Biden’s plan
to build back better ‘‘will lift the
economy’s longer term growth poten-
tial and ease inflation pressures’”—two
things that all of us endorse.

Let me say that again for my fellow
Senators. Many on the other side of the
aisle who can’t wait to give a looming
inflation speech. This package, accord-
ing to Moody’s chief economist, ‘‘will
lift the economy’s longer term growth
potential and ease inflation pressures.”

Earlier this morning, the Bureau of
Economic Analysis reported for the
first time our Nation’s economic out-
put has surpassed the pre-pandemic
high.

We are back in the saddle. Thanks to
the American Rescue Plan, people feel
safe and more financially secure. They
are heading back out into the world,
shopping and dining at restaurants and
traveling.

Let me add quickly: The incidents we
are finding of infections, hospitaliza-
tions, and deaths are almost exclu-
sively from people who are not vac-
cinated—not vaccinated. They are the
ones who are the most vulnerable, and
they make innocent people, like our
children, more wvulnerable because of
their decision not to be vaccinated.

This growth in our economy reflects
a simple truth: Relief for working fam-
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ilies benefits all Americans and drives
our economy forward. We have a lot of
work to do to build this economy, but
this is where we should start.

I want to thank the bipartisan group
of Senators who came together to
produce this package. In many ways, it
is miraculous. This agreement can do
more and enable us to repair America’s
roads and bridges. It can show us the
way a divided Senate can come to-
gether for the good of this country.

Just remember, there wasn’t a single
infrastructure bill—major infrastruc-
ture bill—in the last 5 years, under the
previous President, not one. We are
doing it now on a bipartisan basis that
is long overdue.

I want to thank President Joe Biden
for his determined leadership. Nothing
this big and important is ever accom-
plished with a President standing on
the sidelines.

Joe Biden promised to work with
both parties to make America work for
all Americans, and he has. This is an
achievement we can be proud of.

IMMIGRATION

Madam President, let me conclude by
saying that the Senate Republican
leader, Senator MCCONNELL, came to
the floor this morning to speak of im-
migration. I am glad he did because it
is a topic we cannot ignore and must
not ignore.

We have not passed a significant im-
migration bill in the United States of
America in 36 years. Ronald Reagan
was the President. And when you come
with a list of horribles with the current
immigration system, it is almost end-
less—the unfairness of the system.

But the Senator from Kentucky took
a position which I take exception to.
He believes that if we allow any immi-
grant into this country, it is a green
light, as he called it, for others to try
to come in legally or illegally.

I think he is dead wrong, because
every year—every year—in the United
States of America, with a population of
over 320 million, we legally allow 1 mil-
lion new immigrants to become this
country, every year. That is what
America is all about. We are a nation
of immigrants, and we understand the
value of immigrants to our country.

We had a hearing last week on farm
workers. We have 2.4 million farm
workers who pick the crops and process
the food that we enjoy at every single
meal—2.4 million. And, sadly, many of
them are in horrible circumstances
under our immigration laws. They are
subject to deportation and arrest at
any moment. For what? For being here
picking the crops that our kids eat for
breakfast and things that we count on
every single day.

So the House of Representatives took
a step forward, a bipartisan step for-
ward. Thirty Republicans joined the
Democrats to pass a farm worker bill.
I want to give special credit to Senator
MIKE BENNET, who has been a leader in
this area. We have an agreement in
this bill, for both growers and workers,
to give those who do that back-break-

S5151

ing labor, day in and day out, a chance
and a path to citizenship.

One of the critics came to our com-
mittee and said: Oh, mass amnesty for
farm workers—why would we want to
do that? These people come in and pick
a few crops and we are going to give
them citizenship.

I wish he would have taken a minute
to read the bill. You know how many
years it takes picking that farm crop
to be eligible for citizenship under this
bill? Fourteen to 19 years. Nineteen
years. Does that sound like somebody
stealing across the border, pretending
to be a farm worker to become a cit-
izen? Nineteen years of your life and
then you are eligible.

It is only common human decency for
us to do that.

We need workers in so many areas. In
a hearing yesterday on meat proc-
essing, I asked the major companies
that process meat in this country:
What percentage of your workforce
processing that meat are immigrant
labor?

Well, they weren’t sure. I know the
number. The Migration Policy Insti-
tute tells us that 40 percent of the peo-
ple who are processing poultry and
meat in this country are immigrants.

Why? Why are they attracted to this
job? Because so few Americans are at-
tracted. They need to have immigrant
labor to make up the difference. It is
hard, hot, dangerous, back-breaking
labor, and they do it every darn day so
we can enjoy our meals.

And to say that we are going to ig-
nore that reality, that we don’t need a
single immigrant in this country, is
mindless.

I would just invite those who don’t
believe we need immigrants in this
country going to work to make this a
better nation, skip a few meals, be-
cause what is on your table is there be-
cause of immigrant labor.

Face the reality. Be honest about it,
be fair about it, and don’t label all of
these people who are working in our
country as would-be terrorists who are
taking away valuable American jobs.
They are an important part of Amer-
ica’s past and an important part of our
future.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican whip.

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, the
Biden border crisis continues unabated.
Far from being the seasonal surge the
President claimed months ago, the
numbers at the border keep growing.

Last month, the U.S. Customs and
Border Protection encountered more
than 188,000 individuals attempting to
cross our southern border. That is not
only the highest number seen so far
this year; that is the highest monthly
number in 21 years—21 years.

In all, Customs and Border Protec-
tion has had more than 1.1 million en-
counters along our southern border so
far in fiscal year 2021, and we still have
3 months to go. In fiscal year 2019, by
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comparison, the year before COVID,
total—total—encounters for the entire
fiscal year were under 980,000 individ-
uals.

We have a border crisis—a crisis that
President Biden seems unable or un-
willing to address.

And as massive as those numbers I
have mentioned are, they don’t take
into account those individuals who are
sneaking across the border without
being apprehended. Some of them are,
no doubt, individuals who are looking
for a better life. Others are almost un-
doubtedly criminals, engaged in the
kind of illicit activities that we have
to combat along our southern border—
human trafficking, drug smuggling,
and others.

In June, Customs and Border Protec-
tion seized more than 1,000 pounds of
fentanyl along our southern border, an
incredibly dangerous drug that some
have pushed to classify as a weapon of
mass destruction. That is more
fentanyl than was seized in that area
in the previous three Junes combined.

What has the Biden administration
been doing to deal with the crisis along
our border? Well, not much.

There has been no move to reinstate
the national emergency designation for
our southern border that President
Biden canceled after he took office.
There is no meaningful plan for stop-
ping the flood of illegal immigration
and enhancing security along our
southern border. There is no move to
reinstate funding for the congression-
ally mandated border wall that Presi-
dent Biden canceled.

In fact, the President is apparently
contemplating ending title 42, which
has allowed the government to imme-
diately remove apprehended individ-
uals in order to help manage the
COVID crisis.

That is right. At the same time the
CDC is expanding its masking guidance
for Americans, the administration is
contemplating ending a measure to
help stop COVID-infected individuals
from entering the United States.

And I haven’t even mentioned the
fact that apparently the administra-
tion has released tens of thousands of
individuals into the United States
without court dates, many of whom
have failed to show up at Immigration
and Customs Enforcement offices as di-
rected.

The border situation is out of con-
trol, and President Biden bears a big
part of the blame.

Immigration has helped build this
country, and I strongly support mak-
ing sure that the United States con-
tinues to offer a chance for individuals
the world over to achieve their dream
of a better life. I also support tem-
porary worker programs, like the H-2B
visa program, that allow individuals
from other countries to come here for a
limited time period to work and for the
economic opportunity and then return
to their home countries.

I also support a solution that would
allow Dreamers to stay in the United
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States if—if—such a solution is devel-
oped in the context of immigration re-
form and enhanced border security.

But we cannot have endless floods of
illegal immigration. No country can. It
is a humanitarian nightmare and a se-
rious security risk.

Immigration has to have limits, and,
most of all, it has to be legal. We need
to protect and encourage legal immi-
gration, while cracking down on illegal
immigration.

Unfortunately, Democrats are going
in the opposite direction. The word is
that Democrats would like to include
amnesty in the budget-busting, tax-
and-spending spree that they are push-
ing to vote on later this year.

That is right. With a serious humani-
tarian and security crisis along our
southern border, Democrats want to in-
clude amnesty in their spending plan.

Now, I can only imagine that this
will encourage thousands more to
make the dangerous trek to and across
our southern border, not to mention
how such a policy would undermine re-
spect for the rule of law.

I wish I could say that I see some
light at the end of the tunnel when it
comes to the border, but if the Biden
administration continues along its cur-
rent path, I fully expect this security
and humanitarian crisis to continue.

I can only hope that President Biden
will recognize the problems his poli-
cies, or lack thereof, are causing, be-
fore too many more individuals suffer
the consequences.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

REMEMBERING MIKE ENZI

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I
want to pay tribute to our colleague
Mike Enzi and express my condolences
to his family and pay my respects to
him.

Senator Enzi’s long career in public
service began when he was elected as
mayor of his hometown of Gillette,
WY, in 1974.

I can just see Mike Enzi—a younger
Mike Enzi—being the mayor of a place
like Gillette, WY, and it brings a smile
to my face and a warmth to my heart.
And I can imagine how hard he worked
to see that only good things happened
to the citizens of his hometown.

He then went on to serve in the Wyo-
ming House of Representatives and the
Wyoming Senate, before being elected
to four terms in the U.S. Senate, begin-
ning in 1996.

Prior to being elected to office, Sen-
ator Enzi served in the Wyoming Air
National Guard.

In Congress, Senator Enzi never
wavered in his deeply held values and
his beliefs, and yet he was always held
by all of us in high esteem, by all of his
colleagues on both sides of the aisle.

He had the ability for bringing a con-
sensus, to bring us together, and that
remained true even as this body be-
came increasingly polarized.

In his farewell speech to the Senate,
Senator Enzi—unfortunately, just a
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few months ago, Senator Enzi spoke
about his 80-20 rule. It is a rule that
those of us who work with him knew
well: the rule which emphasized focus-
ing on the 80 percent of issues we agree
on versus the 20 percent of issues where
we disagree. It allowed Senator Enzi to
work with Senators across the political
spectrum on legislation that he cared
so much about.

Senator Enzi carried himself in a
quiet and serious demeanor. He was in-
terested above all in achieving good
policy outcomes for the people of Wyo-
ming and the people of our Nation.

His leadership has been missed in
this Chamber this year, but his legacy
as a statesman and his impact on the
State of Wyoming will live on forever.

My thoughts and prayers are with his
family and friends during this time, in-
cluding his wife Diana, their daughters
Amy and Emily, and son Brad and his
grandchildren.

Senator Enzi, may you rest in peace,
and please know that your time in the
U.S. Senate and your time living on
this Earth was well spent, a role model
for the rest of us. Thank you.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SCcHATZ). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
learned on Friday that the Department
of Justice has opted not to pursue a
civil rights investigation into govern-
ment-run nursing homes in several
States about their response to the
COVID-19. Earlier this year, I urged
the Department to pursue this inves-
tigation, and I, today, call on the At-
torney General to reconsider this deci-
sion that I learned about last Friday. I
do that in light of media reports sug-
gesting that the obstruction of justice
may have occurred in at least one of
these jurisdictions.

Close to 1 year ago, the Department
sought information from four States.
Those four States are New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Michigan.
The information sought was about the
number of COVID-19 infections and
deaths in their public nursing homes.

The Department’s request for this in-
formation came on the heels of media
reports suggesting that State officials
in these jurisdictions had pressured
nursing homes to accept patients, re-
gardless of their COVID-19 status. It
was reported that officials in New York
also may have engaged in a coverup by
actively concealing from the public the
actual number of COVID-19-related fa-
talities in that State’s nursing homes.

Serious questions remain to this day
about whether the Governors in New
York and these three other jurisdic-
tions helped fuel the COVID-19-related
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death tolls in nursing homes through

the issuance of their own executive or-

ders that went against the advice of
geriatricians.

Yet the Department is declining to
pursue the matter. And in the case of
New York, this is particularly trou-
bling.

New York’s Governor not only re-
portedly pressured nursing homes in
his State to accept patients during the
initial stage of the pandemic, regard-
less of their COVID-19 status, but his
administration did not provide an ac-
curate picture of the actual death tolls
to the public. This lack of trans-
parency was done to avoid account-
ability. So put very simply, the public
deserves better.

According to a report by the New
York Post, a top aide to Governor
Cuomo even apologized to a group of
Democratic State lawmakers during a
phone call for reportedly withholding
data on COVID-19-related nursing
home fatalities during this pandemic.

The Department’s Civil Rights Divi-
sion won’t investigate, but at least the
FBI and prosecutors at the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office are looking into the mat-
ter. These Federal prosecutors’ review
reportedly focuses on whether Gov-
ernor Cuomo’s administration under-
reported COVID-19 deaths in the nurs-
ing homes in an effort to avoid nega-
tive publicity.

At least someone is looking at this.
However, I am disappointed that the
Justice Department proper and Attor-
ney General Garland have decided to
pull their punches.

As I stated today in a letter to the
Attorney General, it would be a grave
injustice to those who perished in these
facilities during the pandemic to ne-
glect to fully explore such widely re-
ported and troubling allegations.

And as others, too, have noted, pro-
moting more accountability and trans-
parency is vital under these cir-
cumstances. It would not only help pre-
vent similar missteps in the future but
also maintain public confidence in the
Department, which is waning under the
Department’s current leadership.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

EMERGENCY SECURITY SUPPLEMENTAL TO RE-
SPOND TO JANUARY 6TH APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2021
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, as the

distinguished Presiding Officer knows

from all his involvement and the nego-
tiations that have been going on, we do
have an emergency security supple-
mental issue before us. So I am speak-
ing now to urge that the Senate take
up and pass H.R. 3237, which is the
Emergency Security Supplemental Ap-
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propriations Act of 2021, which the
House sent over, and we add a Leahy-
Shelby substitute amendment.

Let me describe a little bit for my
colleagues what the Leahy-Shelby sub-
stitute amendment is. It is the result
of bipartisan compromise between my-
self and Vice Chairman SHELBY.

We have been working on this for
weeks and weekends. Our staff has been
working late into the night. And I want
to thank Senator SHELBY both for his
hard work and his friendship.

This $2.1 billion package is designed
to address the aftermath of the violent
insurrection that took place on Janu-
ary 6, is designed to heal the remaining
scars of the COVID pandemic on the
Capitol Complex, and provide the re-
sources we need to ensure the safety of
our Afghan partners as we conclude our
mission in that country.

Let me tell you why there is urgency
in this. If we don’t act, then the Cap-
itol Police will deplete salaries funding
in literally a matter of weeks. The Na-
tional Guard all over the country will
be forced to cancel needed training to
carry on their mission at home and
abroad. We all remember when we went
out speaking to members of the Na-
tional Guard from most of our States
who were here to help with the secu-
rity of the Capitol in January.

So if we did nothing, that would be
sort of a security crisis entirely of our
own making in what it would do to the
Capitol Police and what it would do to
our National Guard.

But by acting, we prevent that crisis.
We provide the Capitol Police with
$70.7 million in resources for overtime
pay, retention bonuses, mental health
services, and new equipment and train-
ing.

Let me tell you why this is nec-
essary. Since January 6, 73 officers
have left the Capitol Police, and that is
not sustainable. We have to make a
strong statement of support for those
officers who defended this building, and
all it stands for, on that terrible day.

This week, the Nation is hearing the
testimony of the officers who fought
the violent insurrectionist mob on that
day, and their trauma is real. Anybody
watching their testimony knows it
cannot be brushed aside.

We also provide $5621 million to fully
fund the cost of the National Guard de-
ployment to Capitol Hill. From around
the country, including my own State of
Vermont, the women and men of the
National Guard responded without hes-
itation to our call for help. We
shouldn’t hesitate to reimburse those
costs.

I remember during daylight hours
and also late at night going around
thanking members of the National
Guard, not just from my State but
from all the other States, for what
they were doing. But I think it takes a
little bit more than just a thank-you.
We basically told them we will pay for
this. Well, now we will.

But that is not all we need to do. We
need to secure the Capitol Complex. On
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January 6, the shattered windows and
doors were broadcast to the world, lay-
ing bare that our seat of democracy is
not some impenetrable fortress. We
can’t just replace the windows, fix the
doors, and say: OK. Everything is fixed.
We need to secure the entire complex,
including the office buildings where
thousands of public servants work and
countless constituents visit.

So our bill provides $300 million to
harden accessible windows and doors to
the Capitol Building and the Senate
and House Office Buildings and to in-
stall new security cameras around the
complex.

Our bill also fulfills our responsi-
bility to support the dedicated public
servants who worked overtime, way
overtime, to clean up the mess left by
a violent mob and diligently worked to
ensure our safety during the darkest
hours of the pandemic.

We must support those who sup-
ported us. That is not just a political
or economic responsibility; that is a
moral responsibility. That means pay-
ing for the costs we have incurred pro-
tecting staff, the Members, the entire
Capitol community from COVID, in-
cluding cleaning costs and personal
protective equipment, none of which
has been paid for. Until now, we cov-
ered the costs by robbing Peter to pay
Paul. That is unsustainable.

Our bill addresses this by providing
$42.1 million to reimburse the costs of
cleaning, personal protective equip-
ment, telework equipment, and the sal-
aries of employees and contractors who
would have been laid off in the height
of the pandemic.

Finally, in the Leahy-Shelby legisla-
tion, we stand with the brave Afghans
who supported our mission through two
decades of war. By now, we have all
seen the gruesome reports of men and
women being summarily executed in
the street, sometimes in front of their
families. Why? Because they had sup-
ported us. And that slaughter is only
going to escalate.

We have to provide resources for ad-
ditional special immigrant visas, SIVs,
for translators and other Afghans who
worked with Americans over the past
two decades, as well as for additional
humanitarian relief to Afghan refu-
gees.

Our bill does just that. It provides
$1.125 billion to fulfill our commitment
to those brave Afghans.

Let me tell you what the funds will
do. They will support emergency trans-
portation, housing, and other essential
services to our Afghan partners coming
to the United States under special im-
migrant visas, and humanitarian aid
for the inevitable flood of Afghans flee-
ing to mneighboring countries. The
United Nations has estimated that
could swell to 500,000 refugees in just
the next few months.

We have also increased the number of
Afghan special immigrant visas by
8,000. We have made improvements to
strengthen the program, expand the
reach of its protections.



S5154

The reason we have this in the
Leahy-Shelby bill is that there is bi-
partisan understanding that this is an
urgent need, and we have, as the
United States of America, a moral re-
sponsibility to address it immediately.

Now, some have said we should just
do the bare minimum. Some will say:
Let’s take care of the most pressing
needs now and work on this maybe
later on—maybe. But I have served in
the U.S. Senate long enough to know
that a promise to do something later is
no promise at all. I cannot accept a
piecemeal approach to the urgent secu-
rity needs facing our Nation. They are
facing us today, not sometime when we
may think about it a few months or
years from now.

Vice Chairman SHELBY has a proven
track record of reaching bipartisan
compromise. I would note that this
agreement does not include everything
I want. I am sure it includes some
items that he would have preferred to
not be included. But it is a strong bi-
partisan bill. We have come together to
give the best piece of legislation pos-
sible for the U.S. Senate.

A pandemic happened. A violent in-
surrection happened. And the President
announced the withdrawal of American
troops from Afghanistan. The needs are
urgent. We must address them now.

So I am urging all Senators to not
only support the bill but actually to
pass the bill today because it still has
to go back to the House of Representa-
tives this week. There is no time.
There is no time left. It is a good piece
of legislation. It is a necessary piece of
legislation, and some would say, at
least on the Afghan part, inevitable.
Both President Trump and President
Biden said they wanted to withdraw
our troops this year. Well, they are
withdrawing. Now we have to fulfill
our responsibility.

Mr. President, I know that Senator
SHELBY will be on the floor to speak in
a few moments, so I will suggest the
absence of a quorum and ask that Sen-
ator SHELBY be recognized when we
come out of the quorum call.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask that I be al-
lowed to speak for a few minutes, do
my unanimous consent, and then go
right to Senator SHELBY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, first, I
want to just give my great thanks to
Senator LEAHY and Senator SHELBY for
bringing this vote here right now. The
bottom line is very simple: This wasn’t
easy to get done. A UC on these kinds
of issues should be easy, but it is not.
Senator LEAHY persisted and persisted
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and persisted, and I want to thank him
as well.

Senator SHELBY persuaded the Mem-
bers on his side that we had to move,
and they have come up with a good
compromise. It is not everything our
side wanted, but it is very good.

I also want to thank Senator KLoO-
BUCHAR and Senator BLUNT. Their work
on the authorizing committee, the
Rules Committee, helped pave the way
for this, with all the information they
brought out, and they deserve a lot of
credit.

Now, look, to keep the Capitol Com-
plex safe and secure, we are lucky to
have the best of the best. As I said ear-
lier today, our Capitol Police risk their
lives for us. They go all out for us.
They are really, really important. The
National Guard went all out for us, too,
on that fateful day and then for
months afterwards. I remember walk-
ing through the halls early in the
morning, thanking them as they were
bivouacked out through the Capitol
Visitor Center and everything else.

Now we are about to run out of
money. Already, the Capitol Police
have forgone some of the things that
they usually do in terms of training, in
terms of other types of activities, and
soon, salaries, bonuses, and new hiring
will be on the chopping block. Simi-
larly, many of our National Guard
units from around the country that
sent troops here, soldiers here, men
and women here, are running out of
money.

We can’t let that happen. So passing
this amendment is living up to our re-
sponsibility to keep this grand Capitol
safe, this temple of democracy, this
citadel of democracy safe, and to make
sure that the people who risk their
lives for us and protect us get the help
they need.

It shouldn’t have taken this long, but
here we are, and I am glad we are on
the floor.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—H.R. 3237

Therefore, I ask unanimous consent
that notwithstanding rule XXII, at a
time to be determined by the majority
leader, following consultation with the
Republican leader, the Senate proceed
to the consideration of Calendar No. 63,
H.R. 3237; that the only amendments in
order be the following: the Leahy-
Shelby substitute, No. 2123, and the
Cotton amendment to the Leahy sub-
stitute, No. 2124; that there be 6 min-
utes for debate equally divided between
the two leaders or their designees; that
upon the use or yielding back of time,
the Senate vote in relation to the Cot-
ton and Leahy amendments; that if a
budget point of order is raised and a
motion to waive is made, the Senate
vote on the motion to waive; and that
if waived, the bill, as amended, if
amended, be considered read a third
time and the Senate vote on passage of
the bill, as amended, if amended, and
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table, all
without intervening action or debate,
with 60 affirmative votes required for
passage of the bill.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. One more point. I
hope this will be unanimous. It is hard
for me to believe that any Member
would not want to support our Capitol
Police. For Members to take umbrage
at the Capitol Police when they did
their job and protected us for some
kind of crazy ideological reason would
be disgraceful. I hope there will be a
unanimous vote for this.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the agreement now be exe-
cuted.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. Thank you,
President.

Thank you, Senator LEAHY.

Thank you, Senator SHELBY.

————

EMERGENCY SECURITY SUPPLE-
MENTAL TO RESPOND TO JANU-
ARY 6TH APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2021

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3237) making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2021, and for other pur-
poses.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama.

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I will
just take a few minutes here. This is
very important, that we get this sup-
plemental passed.

I want to first thank my colleague
and the chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee, Senator LEAHY, for
the work he has done here, working to-
gether to get where we are today. This
has been a lot of work, working to-
gether, but it also shows that we can
work together in a bipartisan way and
put the country first, and this is evi-
dence here.

What does this bill do? It sticks to
immediate security needs, the urgently
needed funding to safeguard the Cap-
itol, ensure National Guard readiness,
and protect our allies in Afghanistan.
That is among other things. It is just
over $2 billion total, more than half of
which is for the Department of De-
fense. Out of the defense funding, $521
million is to fill National Guard short-
fall and about $5600 million to evacuate
Afghan allies; $600 million for the State
Department to fund Afghan special im-
migration visas; $100 million for our
own Capitol Police here, to fund that;
and $300 million for security enhance-
ments around the Capitol.

I strongly urge my colleagues to vote
yes for this.

Again, I want to thank Senator
SCHUMER and Senator MCcCONNELL, our
leaders on both sides of the aisle, for
helping bring this to where we are
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
KING). The Senator from Indiana.

Mr. BRAUN. Mr. President, we need
to support our Capitol Police, and we

Mr.
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will. We need to repay our National
Guard, and we will. We need to protect
our allies who kept our troops safe, and
we will.

Emergencies arise, and the biggest
threat to dealing with them, in my
opinion, is fiscal irresponsibility in DC.
We could have easily paid for the major
parts of this legislation with offsets
within the DOD.

I think our spending process is bro-
ken at every level. We don’t do budgets
anymore. We vote that the rules don’t
matter. It seems like Congress can
only agree on one thing: Deficits and
debt don’t matter anymore. But they
do. And both parties are to blame. And
they threaten our ability in the long
run to respond to emergencies when
they arise, like the important ones in
this bill, not to mention that every-
thing we do here currently is on bor-
rowed money literally from our Kkids
and our grandkids.

My point of order reference has my
friend Mike Enzi’s name at the top of
it. I am speaking here today for the
reasons I just mentioned and in honor
of him as well.

I yield the floor.

AMENDMENT NO. 2123

(Purpose: In the nature of a sub-
stitute.)

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my amend-
ment and Senator SHELBY’s be called

up.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from Vermont [Mr. LEAHY]
proposes an amendment numbered 2123.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama.

AMENDMENT NO. 2124 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2123

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I call up
amendment No. 2124 and ask that it be
reported by number.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the amendment.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from Alabama [Mr.
SHELBY], for Mr. COTTON, proposes an
amendment numbered 2124 to amend-
ment No. 2123.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To require a report to Congress on

the health of the Afghan special immigrant

visa program)

On page 17, between lines 2 and 3, insert
the following:

(c) Report to Congress.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of State, in consultation with the
Secretary of Defense, shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a report,
including a classified annex, if necessary, on
the Afghan special immigrant visa program
as described in Section 602(b) of the Afghan
Allies Protection Act of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101
note) and Section 1059 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act of 2006 (8 U.S.C. 1101
note).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:
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(A) The total number of visas issued under
such program, disaggregated by fiscal year.

(B) With respect to principal aliens issued
special immigrant visas under such program,
a description of the types of roles performed
for which such aliens earned eligibility for
such visas.

(C) Information regarding the average
processing times for visa applicants under
such program, disaggregated by the fiscal
year in which visa applications under the
program were submitted.

(D) The number of individuals who have
pending applications for visas under such
program, including—

(1) The number of individuals approved of
the total number of applications processed
by the Chief of Mission; and

(2) The number of successful appeals of the
total number of application appeals filed.

(E) The estimated total number of individ-
uals who have performed the requisite em-
ployment to apply for a visa under such pro-
gram, but who have not yet applied for or re-
ceived a visa, including a description of the
methodology used to create such an esti-
mate.

(3) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘ap-
propriate congressional committees”
means—

(A) the Committee on Appropriations, the
Committee on Armed Services, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, the Committee on
Foreign Relations, and the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Appropriations, the
Committee on Armed Services, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, and the Committee on
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana.

POINT OF ORDER

Mr. BRAUN. Mr. President, Senate
amendment No. 2123 would make new
budget authority available for fiscal
year 2021. The Senate Committee on
Appropriations has not filed its sub-
allocations as required by the Congres-
sional Budget Act.

Therefore, I raise a point of order
against the amendment pursuant to
section 302(c) of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, pursuant
to section 904 of the Congressional
Budget Act, I move to waive all appli-
cable sections of that act or any appli-
cable budget points of order for pur-
poses of the pending amendment.

I ask unanimous consent to yield
back all time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to time being yielded back?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LEAHY. I understand we are
going to have a voice vote on the Cot-
ton amendment.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 2124

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment.

The amendment (No. 2124) was agreed
to.

MOTION TO WAIVE

Mr. LEAHY. I ask for the yeas and

nays on the motion to waive.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: The Senator
from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) and the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL)
would have voted ‘“‘nay.”

The result was announced—yeas 72,
nays 26, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 286 Leg.]

YEAS—T72
Baldwin Grassley Portman
Bennet Hassan Reed
Blumenthal Heinrich Romney
Blunt Hickenlooper Rosen
Booker Hirono Rubio
Brown Hoeven Sanders
Burr Hyde-Smith Schatz
Cantwell Kaine Schumer
Capito Kelly Shaheen
Cardin King Shelby
Carper Klobuchar Sinema
Casey Leahy Smith
Cassidy Lujan Stabenow
Collins Manchin Tester
Coons Markey Tillis
Cortez Masto McConnell Tuberville
Cramer Menendez Van Hollen
Cruz Merkley Warner
Duckworth Murkowski Warnock
Durbin Murphy Warren
Ernst Murray Whitehouse
Feinstein Ossoff Wicker
Gillibrand Padilla Wyden
Graham Peters Young

NAYS—26
Barrasso Hagerty Paul
Blackburn Hawley Risch
Boozman Inhofe Sasse
Braun Johnson Scott (FL)
Cornyn Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cotton Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thune
Daines Lummis
Fischer Moran Toomey

NOT VOTING—2

Marshall Rounds

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 72, the nays are 26.

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to and
the point of order falls.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 2123

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the Leahy
amendment, as amended.

The amendment (No. 2123), in the na-
ture of a substitute, as amended, was
agreed to.

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the bill is consid-
ered read a third time.

The bill having been read the third
time, the question is, Shall the bill
pass?

Mr. HEINRICH. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The clerk will call the roll.
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The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) and the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS).

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. WAR-
REN). Are they any other Senators in
the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 98,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 287 Leg.]

YEAS—98

Baldwin Grassley Peters
Barrasso Hagerty Portman
Bennet Hassan Reed
Blackburn Hawley Risch
Blumenthal Heinrich Romney
Blunt Hickenlooper Rosen
Booker Hirono Rubio
Boozman Hoeven Sanders
Brown mhote | Suee
Burr J ohnson :gﬁizer
Cantwell Kaine Scott (FL)
Capito Kelly
Cardin Kennedy Seott (SC)

N Shaheen
Carper King Shelby
Casey Klobuchar Sinema
Cassidy Lankford X
Collins Leahy Smith
Coons Lee Stabenow
Cornyn Lujan Sullivan
Cortez Masto Lummis Tester
Cotton Manchin Thune
Cramer Markey Tillis
Crapo McConnell Toomey
Cruz Menendez Tuberville
Daines Merkley Van Hollen
Duckworth Moran Warner
Durbin Murkowski Warnock
Ernst Murphy Warren
Feinstein Murray Whitehouse
Fischer Ossoff Wicker
Gillibrand Padilla Wyden
Graham Paul Young

NOT VOTING—2

Marshall Rounds

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order requiring 60 votes
for the passage of this bill, the bill, as
amended, is passed.

The bill (H.R. 3237), as amended, was
passed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I
thank my colleagues for joining both
myself and Senator SHELBY on the
Leahy-Shelby amendment. There have
been weeks of negotiation, most of it
quiet but weeks of negotiation going
on in this.

I am sure I can speak for both Sen-
ator SHELBY and myself. We each
might not have gotten everything that
we wanted, but on this specific issue,
we got what the country needed. We
got the improvements for the security
of our Capitol, the symbol of our de-
mocracy. We showed what we can do to
help take care of the damage to the
Capitol Police, what we can do to help
those who work so hard here in the
Capitol, the men and women through-
out the Capitol and Capitol Complex
facing the threat of COVID.

And thanks to bipartisan efforts, we
had the issue of people who had worked
with our military and our government
in Afghanistan. And, now, as we with-
draw, something that both President
Trump and President Biden wanted to
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do within this timeframe—as we with-
draw—they face retribution from the
Taliban. We had to show our commit-
ment to protect them and to save
them, and there is money and laws
that are in this that will help.

All in all, it meant a lot of Repub-
licans and a lot of Democrats had to
come together. I have been here longer
than anybody else in this body, and I
have seen days when Republicans and
Democrats come together and we ac-
complish something, and I have seen
times when we don’t and nothing gets
accomplished.

I have also found, over these years,
that nobody gets every single thing
they want, but you try and do things
that will make the country better, that
will help the United States of America,
that will help the things that we stand
for.

This bill, the fact that it has passed
98 to 0, is an example of that. So I
thank my colleagues.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that further re-
marks of mine, that I be able to add
them to the RECORD, including so many
of the people who needed and should
have been thanked for what they have
done, that they be added in the RECORD
along with my earlier statement.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

CHAIRMAN LEAHY LIST FOR H.R. 3237 STAFF

FOR THE RECORD

I would like to thank the staff of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations on a bipartisan
basis, for their significant contributions on
HR 3237, the Emergency Security Supple-
mental Appropriations Act 2021, including
Charles Kieffer, Chanda Betourney, Erik
Raven, Katy Hagan, Brigid Kolish, Drew
Platt, Jean Toal Eisen, Jennifer Eskra, Alex
Keenan, Mike Gentile, Jessica Berry, Han-
nah Chauvin, Tim Rieser, Sarita Vanka, Kali
Farahmand, Madeleine Granda, Jenny
Winkler, Valerie Hutton, Jay Tilton and
Maddie Dunn, as well as Shannon Hines, Jon-
athan Graffeo and David Adkins from Vice
Chairman Shelby’s staff.

Mr. LEAHY. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO LYDIA JACOBY

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, it
is Thursday. It is my favorite time of
the week. I get to come down on the
Senate floor and talk about someone
who has made an impact on their com-
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munity, maybe the State, maybe the
country, and, occasionally—occasion-
ally—the world. That is what I call our
Alaskan of the Week.

Now, this is going to be a little bit of
a historic ‘‘Alaskan of the Week.” I
have been doing this, gosh, going on 6
years almost, and while this is a his-
toric moment, because we have never
made someone an Alaskan of the Week
twice—it has never happened. We are
making Senate history right now. But
you might know that we had a historic
week in the Olympics because our Alas-
kan of the Week a month ago, whom
we talked about here on the Senate
floor, Lydia Jacoby, when she made the
Olympic team, she won Gold. And for
anyone who saw that race, that 100-
meter breaststroke race a couple of
nights ago, you will probably never for-
get it. We certainly are not going to
forget it.

And I guarantee you, Lydia’s home-
town of Seward, AK—a beautiful, in-
credible town of 3,000 people, wonderful
people—they are not going to forget it.

So history is right here on the Sen-
ate floor. Lydia Jacoby, gold med-
alist—as the Washington Post called it
in a headline, ‘“‘an Alaskan Stunner’—
is our Alaskan of the Week for the sec-
ond time.

You know, I always talk a little bit
about Alaska before I do my ‘‘Alaskan
of the Week” speech. A lot of people,
particularly at this point in the sum-
mer, when they are visiting, are curi-
ous about the light: if the Sun ever sets
in the summer, when it rises. So what
I always try to do is tell people: Come
on up and see for yourself. We would
love to have you. We are having a beau-
tiful summer.

I will give you a hint. Right now in
Seward, AK—that is the home of our
Gold medal Olympian athlete, Lydia—
the Sun will rise today at 5:32 a.m. and
set around 10:35. We lost about 5 min-
utes from yesterday. But if you are
still thinking about coming up to Alas-
ka for a summer trip, come on and do
it. There is still lots of Sun.

There is tons of excitement across
my State, and there is tons of excite-
ment across Alaska, in Seward and ev-
erywhere else, because of this incred-
ible young 17-year-old. And if you saw
it on TV, Seward, AK, Monday night
was probably the site of the best Olym-
pic watch party ever—I hope people
saw that—ever.

So I talked about Lydia about a
month ago when she cinched her spot
on the team, and she did that by actu-
ally swimming the second fastest time
in the world in the women’s 100-meter
breaststroke finals in the Olympic
trials for the United States. So we, in
Alaska, knew she was something.

I will mention this again: Alaskans,
we punch above our weight in the Win-
ter Olympics. We do really well in the
Winter Olympics, for reasons that most
people probably understand, and we
have done pretty well in the Summer
Olympics, particularly in trapshooting,
riflery. We have an Olympic veteran
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rugby bplayer right now. Alev Kelter
from Eagle River is also competing.
Her team made the Olympic quarter-
finals. She might be on the field later
tonight, so good luck to her. We are
going to be rooting for her as well.

But Alaska has never sent a swimmer
to the Olympics, ever, let alone won a
gold. As the NBC announcer said after
the race, Alaska ‘‘is not exactly your
hotbed of swimming in America.”

Someone else pointed out that Alas-
ka is dead last in the United States in
terms of swimming pools per mile by
far. We don’t have a lot of swimming
pools. And, as a matter of fact, Lydia’s
story is even more impressive because
there is only one Olympic-sized pool in
the whole State of Alaska, and that is
in Anchorage, a 2%-hour drive from
Seward, her hometown.

So I will just reiterate a little bit
more about this remarkable young
woman and her dedicated mom and dad
who raised her. Her parents, Leslie and
Richard, are both boat captains. Leslie
is the educational coordinator for the
Marine Science Explorer Program at
Kenai Fjords Tours, and Rich is a mari-
time instructor at the Alaska Voca-
tional Technical Center—AVTEC, as
we call it—and he also is a guide for
Arctic and Antarctic trips.

They raised their daughter Lydia in
Seward, signed her up for swim classes
when she was a toddler. Good job, Mom
and Dad. She joined the swim club
when she was just 6 years old. When
she was 10, she was selected for the
Alaska Swimming Zone Team. State
qualifying meets allowed her to go on
trips.

In between all of this, she was and
continues to be a musician, learning to
play the guitar and upright bass. She
sings. She plays at folk festivals. Her
band is the Snow River String Band.
She was also in theater and in track.
She likes to write, take pictures, and
explore tidal basins. This is just a
good, all-American teenager in Alaska.

And, of course, she excelled in swim-
ming. Her parents continued to be, in
their words, surprised and amagzed and,
of course, so proud.

One of her coaches, Solomon
D’Amico, described her as ‘‘kind, quiet,
and yet confident’” and said that Lydia
had an ‘‘intense fire,”” one that you
might not see immediately in her. But
neither her parents nor her coach
pushed her too hard. They wanted the
drive to come from her, and it cer-
tainly did.

On Monday night, when this historic
race started, the NBC announcers were
focused mostly on the reigning Olym-
pic champion and world record holder,
American Lilly King, as well as the
newly minted Olympic record holder,
Tatjana Schoenmaker of South Africa.
In the announcers’ minds, that is where
the competition was.

But we knew better, especially in
Seward, AK, where about 400 people
gathered for the race. All eyes were on
Lydia. They knew all along she could
do it.
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In Tokyo, the NBC announcers start-
ed to notice the underdog. And if you
haven’t watched the race, go to
YouTube. It is so exciting. And they
saw her starting to pull ahead in the
final seconds. You could hear the an-
nouncers getting excited. They said:

Then you’ve got Jacoby, lane 3, chal-
lenging Schoenmaker. Watch Jacoby. Lydia
Jacoby, the 17-year-old from Alaska, is put-
ting on the surge of her career.

Watch it. It is so exciting. And, of
course, she did. Now, there is a video of
everybody watching in Seward, which
quickly went viral, of Lydia’s friends
and classmates and neighbors jumping
up and down, stomping the floor, when
the announcer yelled, ‘‘Alaska has an
Olympic Gold Medalist. Oh, my gosh.”

The place went nuts.

Anyone watching, if you want to get
Olympic joy, go on the website and
look at the Twitter video that the
Olympics put up. It is a split-screen
shot of the race at the top and the
great fans in Seward, AK, cheering.
And when she wins, watch what hap-
pens. It is priceless. It is Olympic joy
at its best.

Lydia’s parents, Rich and Leslie,
were in Florida, where NBC and the
Olympic Committee had set up a watch
party for families of the athletes.
They, too, knew that she had it in her
to win the gold. Her dad said: ‘“When
she hit the wall at the turn, we knew
she was right in there. She likes to run
[people down]”’ in her races.

On television, the joy and the pride
of her parents was also priceless. They
are still filled with excitement and
pride and, let’s face it, a little bit of
shellshock. And they are so grateful for
the outpouring of support from Alas-
kans and, let’s face it, Americans
across the country.

“It’s true,” Rich said, ‘‘about Alaska
being the biggest small town in the
world.” Rich said that Lydia is doing
great; she is happy, tired, a bit over-
whelmed. We don’t know yet. She
might be competing in an upcoming
relay race, which she is super excited
about. We will see if that happens.

As for what is next, her dad said
Lydia is going to continue her life of
being a normal teenager; participate in
high school sports, no doubt, continue
to play music; and she is still planning
on attending the University of Texas in
the fall, a normal teenager but who has
touched so many lives across Alaska,
particularly Seward, but across the
country—really, across the globe.

As one Washington Post columnist
put it on Lydia’s win, ‘“There are mo-
ments at [the] Olympics that redefine a
town. And there are moments at [the]
Olympics that make you say: ‘That’s
why I watch [the Olympics]. That’s
why I came. That’s what [the Olympics
is] all about.’”’

And I think we all saw that when we
watched this race. We saw that, includ-
ing the two other competitors who won
the silver and bronze, Lilly King and
Tatjana Schoenmaker, who came over
to Lydia and were so gracious, hugging
her, joyful.
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So I want to thank them. I want to
thank Lydia’s coaches, including Sol-
omon, who put so much training and
dedicated so much time and effort to
her skills; and, of course, to her mom
and dad for their very hard work, early
morning practices, raising an excep-
tional daughter; to the competitors;
really, everybody.

And, of course, to Lydia: Great job on
your hard work, dedication, grit, deter-
mination. Throughout the years, so
many people—throughout the decades,
s0 many people have dreamed of find-
ing gold in Alaska, and you are an
Alaskan who found gold in a way that
has inspired and overjoyed not just
your community of Seward, not just
our State, but literally our country
and the world.

So, Lydia, congrats on the gold
medal; congratulations on your win;
and congratulations, for the first time
in Senate history, on being the only
person ever to be our Alaskan of the
Week two times. Great job.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DUR-
BIN). The Senator from Connecticut.

REMEMBERING SEPTEMBER 11TH

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President,
in just a few weeks, our Nation will
come together to remember September
11. It will be the 20th anniversary of
that unspeakable act of horror, an at-
tack on our Nation that devastated us
and, most particularly, the families
and loved ones who lost members of
their family and friends—the fallen—
who will be remembered on that day
and honored.

And I have been honored to stand
with those families over the years, as
many of us have, as they remember
their loved ones and continue to face
the trauma and immeasurable grief of
their loss. And in these years, many of
those families have sought justice.
They have tried to honor their loved
ones with action to vindicate not only
their individual grief and mourning but
also justice for our Nation, truth, and
truth-telling in the courts of law in
this country. They have brought legal
action against the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia in the face of mounting, signifi-
cant credible evidence that, in fact, the
Saudis aided and abetted that attack
on our Nation.

As a Congress, we have acted to sup-
port that effort, and I was proud to
help to lead the Justice Against Spon-
sors of Terrorism Act, known as
JASTA, when we passed it overwhelm-
ingly here, and then on a bipartisan
basis, we overrode the President’s veto.
It was President Obama who vetoed it,
and many of us, including the Pre-
siding Officer, voted to override that
veto, I believe.

We opened the courthouse doors to
the 9/11 families in their legal effort to
hold Saudi Arabia accountable in the
face of that evidence of its potential
complicity. Again, I was proud to stand
with these families in 2018 when I in-
troduced, with the help of Senators
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CORNYN, SCHUMER, GILLIBRAND, MUR-
PHY, and MENENDEZ, a resolution urg-
ing that documents related to the Sep-
tember 11 attack be declassified to the
greatest extent possible.

That resolution passed the U.S. Sen-
ate unanimously—unanimously—be-
cause all of us recognized that the sur-
vivors and the families of the fallen
and the American people deserved an-
swers, the truth about what happened
on September 11, who was behind it,
who supported it, who aided and abet-
ted, and who was complicit in enabling
that handful of terrorists to do such a
devastating attack and unspeakable
horror on this Nation. Many of us have
stood with those families to ensure
that the 9/11 families not only get their
day in court but are also able to go to
court with all the evidence they need
to have a fair chance to prove their
case.

I have asked questions at oversight
hearings, including of Director Wray of
the FBI. I have sought commitments
from nominees like Attorney General
Garland. I have written letter after let-
ter after letter, with Democrats and
Republicans alike, calling on the De-
partment of Justice and the FBI to
provide information that the 9/11 fami-
lies have requested.

I am proud to continue to stand with
those families as we approach this 20th
anniversary date, but I also, in fairness
to this administration, want to say
that the moment of truth-telling now
has arrived, and there is a moment of
reckoning here.

These families, since JASTA, have
been engaged in an epic legal struggle
against the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
for aiding and abetting the terrorists
who attacked the United States on
September 11, but now that struggle is
also one against their own government,
our government, because while Con-
gress did our job in passing JASTA,
opening the courthouse door to give
those 9/11 families a chance at justice,
the last administration invoked the
state secrets privilege without expla-
nation to shield the documents and in-
formation the 9/11 families need to
make their case.

The last administration denied them
their fair day in court, and I say with
great regret that the current adminis-
tration seems intent on doing the
same. My hope is otherwise. That is
the reason I have raised this issue pub-
licly and privately repeatedly, not only
in the last years but in the last weeks.
To deny information to the 9/11 fami-
lies and, equally important, to the
American people is unacceptable, and
it is unconscionable.

The requests that I and so many of
my colleagues have made to the De-
partment of Justice and the FBI to dis-
close and declassify what can be dis-
closed and declassified in the national
interest—those requests have gone un-
answered. Sadly, the executive branch
across administrations has repeatedly
failed to provide any explanation—let
me repeat: failed to provide any expla-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

nation—let alone meaningful justifica-
tion for why there has been no disclo-
sure. That denial of explanation or jus-
tification is itself also unacceptable
and unconscionable. These families
will never get their loved ones back,
but at the very least, they should get
answers. In fact, they deserve answers.
They deserve the truth. The American
people deserve the truth.

Now, what the executive branch has
done is to invoke broadly and
unspecifically something called state
secrets privilege. State secrets privi-
lege was and remains intended to pre-
vent court-ordered disclosure of gov-
ernment information when genuine and
significant harm to the national de-
fense or foreign relations is at stake
but only to the extent necessary to
safeguard those interests.

It is also clear under the Department
of Justice rules that it should be in-
voked only upon sufficient showing
that it is necessary ‘‘to protect infor-
mation the unauthorized disclosure of
which could reasonably be expected to
cause significant harm to national se-
curity and that the invocation be nar-
rowly tailored for that specific pur-
pose.”’

Here is the problem: We don’t know if
that is what happened in the 9/11 fami-
lies’ case or in many other cases. We
don’t know whether decisions to in-
voke this privilege met this high and
exacting standard or were narrowly
tailored. And we don’t know because in
the 9/11 families’ case, the Department
of Justice and the FBI have claimed
that even the Trump administration’s
“‘justification for secrecy needed to re-
main secret’” and the ‘‘public discus-
sion of the issue ‘would reveal informa-
tion that could cause the very harms
[the] assertion of the state secrets
privilege is intended to prevent.””
These blanket assertions and vague
justifications undermine both public
confidence that our government will
only invoke the privilege to protect na-
tional security and the pursuit of jus-
tice.

Now, let’s be very clear. There are
times when disclosure can imperil
methods and secrets and sources in in-
formation gathering. There are times
when secrecy is important to protect
an ongoing investigation. We are talk-
ing here about disclosure of informa-
tion relating to an attack 20 years ago.
There is no indication of any ongoing
investigation into the attack on our
country. There has been no explanation
that sources and methods may be im-
periled. There has been no justification
whatsoever.

Similar rationales, blanket asser-
tions of protection, have prevented ex-
planations in other cases as well and in
some instances have led to the with-
holding of documents or information
and outright dismissal of cases, depriv-
ing victims of an opportunity for jus-
tice.

In 1948, three civilians were Kkilled
when a B-29 aircraft testing secret
electronic equipment crashed in
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Waycross, GA. Their grieving widows
did the only thing they could, bringing
a wrongful death action in Federal
court against the government. But the
invocation of the state secrets privi-
lege prevented them from receiving
justice and the truth.

In 2003, Macedonian officials ab-
ducted a German citizen at the request
of the CIA. In that instance as well,
justice was sought unsuccessfully, and
the case was dismissed because the
government invoked the state secrets
privilege.

In 2006, the FBI allegedly engaged in
the targeted religious profiling of Mus-
lims in Southern California. If true, it
was and it remains an egregious abuse,
one that led these individuals to sue
the FBI. But rather than let the case
proceed and rather than let the truth
come to light about what the FBI did
and why, the government asked the
trial court to dismiss the case on the
basis of the state secrets privilege, and
the trial court agreed. This case, how-
ever, is not yet over because the Su-
preme Court will hear it in the fall
after it has wound its way through the
lower courts. As we know, justice is
often delayed. In this instance, justice
delayed is justice denied, again because
of the state secrets privilege.

Let me close with a bit of history. On
September 11, 2019, the then-President
of the United States, Donald Trump,
made a promise. He made a promise to
the 9/11 families. He made a promise to
them to their faces. He looked them in
the eye, shook their hands, and he told
them that the Department of Justice
would disclose documents relative to
their case against the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. The next day, the Attor-
ney General of the United States, Wil-
liam Barr, in a sworn declaration to
the Southern District of New York
Federal Court, invoked the state se-
crets privilege to prevent the release of
the very information that the Presi-
dent of the United States had promised
those families, the same documents,
the same evidence that the President
of the United States had vowed to dis-
close. The very next day, the Attorney
General of the United States went into
the Federal District Court in New York
and said no.

The 9/11 families, whom I have come
to know and admire, deserved so much
better from the last administration.
But it is not about one administration
or another. It is about the United
States providing them with the truth.
It is about our government providing
the people of the United States with
the truth.

I will be coming back to the floor in
the weeks ahead, and I hope my col-
leagues will join me in raising this
issue, in calling on the Department of
Justice and the FBI to review their de-
cision invoking this privilege, to de-
classify and disclose information that
they have withheld. They have yet to
explain why the national interest is
served by this blanket, unjustified, and
unexplained invocation of the state se-
crets privilege. The 9/11 families and
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the American public deserve that much
and more. And this case is about ac-
countability. It is about holding ac-
countable the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia.

I am not here to argue the case in
court. I am not here to take issue with
any legitimate, urgent, narrowly-tai-
lored interest that may be served by
this Privilege, but there is no indica-
tion of any such interest and, in fact,
neither the FBI nor the Department of
Justice should stand in the way of jus-
tice for these families in court.

They owe the American people an ex-
planation, and they owe the 9/11 fami-
lies the truth so they can bring it to
bear in their quest for justice.

Thank you, Mr. President.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). The Senator from OKkla-
homa.

THE ECONOMY

Mr. LANKFORD. Madam President,
there are a lot of issues we are working
through right now in the Senate.

Obviously, infrastructure is in con-
versation, and what is going to happen
with some spending dealing with Na-
tional Guard, Capitol Police.

We are working a lot on issues, like
Afghan translators—trying to get
those folks who walked alongside our
soldiers for 20 years and risked their
lives out of harm’s way before the
Taliban slaughters them.

We are engaged in a lot of issues.
There are a lot of things happening be-
hind the scenes. I thought it might be
helpful to be able to give a couple of
things I think we need to consider.

One is what is happening in the State
Department right now. State Depart-
ment engagement on the issues of pass-
ports is a major issue. It is a frustra-
tion for a lot of Americans. And I
would tell you, a lot of Oklahomans
that we deal with on a day-to-day basis
on our team are very frustrated with
trying to get their passport renewed.
They didn’t travel last year, obviously,
with COVID, but now they want to be
able to do some traveling in places
where they can.

Good luck with that, as we have
found. Right now, the backlog at the
State Department is about 18 weeks.
Today is the 29th of July. That means
if you turn in your application for your
passport today, you may get your pass-
port December 2. Merry Christmas. If
you plan on traveling Thanksgiving,
you need to pay the extra fee to do an
expedited delivery though we are at the
end of July right now.

The problem?

The State Department still hasn’t
brought all of their staff back. They
are not engaging. The rest of the coun-
try is open and operating, and the
State Department is still studying how
they are going to come back in, and
millions of Americans are just waiting
for their passport.

I have spoken to leadership in the ad-
ministration about this exact issue. In
fact, I talked to some leadership who
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literally said to me: Oh, I wasn’t aware
there was a problem.

Listen, there is a problem, and it is
not just in the State Department. It is
in multiple other agencies. As America
opens back up, trying to be able to
manage all the issues with COVID,
they are very aware of masks and vac-
cines and spacing.

But companies have figured out how
to do this. For some reason, multiple
agencies have not and it is causing real
problems. It is not just problems in our
economy with permitting and other
things, some of the policies that have
been put in place are causing real prob-
lems across our economy for just indi-
viduals.

We have an unemployment rate right
now in June at 5.9 percent. We don’t
know what it will be for July, but it is
getting better and better all the time.
In Oklahoma, we have one of the low-
est unemployment rates in the coun-
try. We have a lot of people employed
because we turned off the extra unem-
ployment benefits at the end of June
and people came back to work. That is
a good thing for them, for their fami-
lies, for their kids, and for our econ-
omy. As we continue to be able to re-
engage, that is helpful.

But what we are seeing right now is
inflation, consumer price increases like
we have not seen in more than a dec-
ade. The Consumer Price Index in-
creased by 5.4 percent. That is the most
in 13 years.

We are watching the rapid rise in
prices that Americans feel. It is a di-
rect result of this $2 trillion bill that
was done in March, where it paid peo-
ple not to work, sent checks to individ-
uals, and did lots of other benefits.

Many people, even economists from
the Obama administration, said: Don’t
do this. It will cause inflation.

What have we seen?

In just the last 5 months: milk prices
up, bread prices up, bacon prices up,
price of gasoline up, price of wood up,
price of building materials up, price of
rental cars up, prices of used cars up,
shortages in different supply chains—
things we all identified in February
and March and said we need to be at-
tentive to.

If you dump $2 trillion into the econ-
omy, what does that do?

In the middle of this dialogue about
inflation rising right now and everyone
in America is seeing the rise in prices,
there is a conversation about trillions
of dollars more of spending—more of
spending.

What effect do you think that will
have? We have already seen the effect
of what happened in March. What ef-
fect do you think it will have to add
another, as is being forecast, $3.5 tril-
lion more spending?

Sometimes we can’t wrap our head
around the issues of millions and bil-
lions and trillions because it all seems
like numbers. There is a big difference
between millions and billions and tril-
lions. The best way I can describe this
is, if you have a million seconds rather
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than a million dollars, a million sec-
onds is about 11% weeks. That is a lot.
But a billion seconds is 31% years. That
is a big difference. Brace yourself be-
cause a billion seconds is 31%2 years,
but a trillion seconds is 31,688 years.

These are big numbers that are being
thrown around and it is hard to wrap
our head around how much spending is
really going on, but the concept of
throwing out $3.5 trillion is mind-bog-
gling.

Let me give you one more. A trillion
miles—if I were to say: How far is a
trillion miles? A trillion miles is if you
left Washington, DC, today and flew to
the planet Pluto 334 times. From DC to
our furthest planet 334 times, that is 1
trillion miles.

This is a lot of money that is being
thrown around and has real con-
sequences, knowing the debt and the
borrowing and the tax changes, but
how much things actually cost.

I am continuing to challenge my col-
leagues when they discuss all these big
numbers and say: Let’s throw all this
money out there; it will have no con-
sequence.

I will tell you, the people in Okla-
homa feel what is going on. They may
not know, but they feel it in the prices
every day, what is going on in supply
chains, and they are very aware. And
the No. 1 question that I get asked
when I am out and about in places in
Oklahoma is: Where is all this money
coming from?

It is a fair question.

There is this back-channel conversa-
tion right now happening on immigra-
tion as well. Right now, the news is fo-
cused on 10 million other things, and I
literally have people in my State say-
ing: Things must be going better at the
border now because I don’t hear about
it much anymore.

I will smile at them and I say: I hap-
pen to be on that committee and be
very engaged in the issues of border
management and border security.
Things are not getting better; they are
getting worse.

March was the highest number of il-
legal crossings in 20 years. It was beat-
en in April; it was beaten in May; it
was beaten in June. Current trend, that
will be beaten in July. Just last week—
just in 1 week, last week, the Rio
Grande crossing—just that one sector
in 1 week had 20,000 interdictions—in 1
week. At one time, they had 15,000 peo-
ple who they were detaining.

So what is happening with that?

I keep hearing from the administra-
tion that we are going to take on the
root causes. The root causes is a simple
way to say we will deal with this later.
Because if you want to talk about root
causes, it is a statement saying that,
basically, the problems are in Central
America; we can’t stop it.

Well, that is a nice note, except for
here is a list of the countries that have
crossed our border illegally just this
year. It is over 100—over 100 countries
where individuals have illegally
crossed the border.
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So what about Brazil? What about
Chile? What about Colombia? What
about Guinea? What about Indonesia?
What about Mauritania? Are we going
to go after the root causes there? What
about the Philippines, Indonesia, Ro-
mania, Ukraine, United Arab Emir-
ates?

This is just a few of the people who
have illegally crossed this year in big
numbers.

Listen, this whole conversation
about root causes is a distraction. We
do need to be engaged in the Western
Hemisphere. We do need to deal with
our drug addiction in this country that
causes the flow of drugs to be able to
move through South America, Central
America, Mexico into the TUnited
States. We do need to be aggressive in
how we are handling cartels. But to
somehow believe that if we poured
enough money into the Northern Tri-
angle that suddenly this would all end
is false.

We are the greatest country in the
world. The root cause of immigration
into this country is the great power of
the United States, both for freedom
and for our economy. People from all
over the world want to come here.

We have a million people a year who
legally come to the United States—le-
gally, a million—and folks who don’t
want to wait in line, who pay a cartel
and move through Mexico to be able to
get here literally from all over the
world. If we do not enforce our borders,
these numbers will continue to rise as
they have every single month in this
administration. Every month, the
numbers get bigger.

We have got to get on top of this. I
wish I could say the administration is
taking it seriously. I wish I could say
they have a plan. I wish I could say
they have released out their studies
that they said they were going to do.
But they have not released out their
studies. They have not released out
their plans, and I continue to ask
week, after week, after week.

The first hint that I got of what they
planned to do came out in their budget.
In their budget, they reduced funding
for ICE, and they reduced the number
of bed spaces for ICE. I was shocked.
The numbers continue to skyrocket,
and in their first release of what they
plan to do on it, they asked for a 1,500-
bed space reduction in ICE capacity for
detention.

Now, honestly, when I got it, I
thought: I can’t believe they are put-
ting this in print, but I already knew
that it was going on. Why did I already
know that it was going on? Because, as
I have tracked the numbers all the
time, I have watched the number of de-
portations and ICE detentions dramati-
cally decrease. While some people are
focused on the border, they lose track
of the fact that not only is this admin-
istration not enforcing our southern
border, they are not enforcing the inte-
rior of the country.

We have 6,000 ICE agents in the
United States, 6,000 professional law
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enforcement-career folks who are in
the country, arresting individuals who
are illegally present in the country,
with the first priority being criminal
illegal aliens. That is their first pri-
ority, the safety and security of the
United States. Of the 6,000 agents in
the United States, in May, they did
3,000 total arrests—3,000 among 6,000
agents in a month. That is a record low
because the administration changed
the rules for ICE agents on who they
could interdict.

The first big rule change they made
is that ICE agents cannot arrest some-
one who is not legally present unless
they get permission from regional lead-
ership by name to arrest that indi-
vidual. This means, if they go into a
place to arrest someone and they en-
counter one person they received per-
mission to actually arrest but also find
three other criminal aliens there, they
cannot detain or arrest them. They
have to leave them and request by
name later to go back and get them.
And guess what. They are not there.
Shocking. And it is not all criminal
aliens. There are only certain criminal
aliens they are now allowed to actually
detain. That is a big shift from every
previous—every previous—administra-
tion.

Let me give an example that I actu-
ally gave to Secretary Mayorkas and
asked specifically about some recent
frustrating moments from our ICE
agents.

Just a few days ago, ICE reached out
on a previously deported alien by
name. This person had been convicted
of a sex assault of a minor under age
14. The alien was at large, and they
asked permission to be able to go after
this alien and to be able to do a street
arrest. Remember, they had been de-
ported before. They knew they were in
the area. There were previous sex of-
fender convictions. They were denied
the ability to go after that person.
They were told, no, they don’t meet
the standard.

Case No. 2. Another person who was
previously deported had a previous con-
viction for indecency with a child, sex-
ual contact. They were a registered sex
offender. They believed they were in
the area. They were asked if they could
pursue an arrest. Regional leadership
told them no, they could not.

Case No. 3—this just happened last
week—is of a previously deported alien,
twice. So this means they were for the
third time in our country illegally.
There were previous convictions for
alien smuggling—that is, trafficking of
people—theft, and illegal entry. They
knew they were in the area. They
asked if they could do the arrest. Re-
gional leadership told them no.

I could go on and on.

ICE has a different set of rules now
from what they had in the past. It is
not just criminal aliens anymore; it is
that they have to be really high crimi-
nal aliens. I could give you lists of peo-
ple who have multiple DUI offenses,
and ICE asked if they could detain
them, and they were told no.
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Listen, we have all said in this room
that we should engage with criminal
aliens and that criminal aliens should
be deported. I don’t know of a person in
this room who hasn’t said it. We
stopped in May deporting criminal
aliens. Are we going to do nothing
about that?

If you don’t believe me, call Sec-
retary Mayorkas. He will send you a
copy—that I have as well—of the in-
terim guidance that was put out in
May for ICE agents, limiting who they
could deport and the process for depor-
tation. I have asked him specifically: If
someone goes to pick up a criminal
alien and there are other aliens who
are there, can they be picked up? The
answer has been no.

We have a problem not just on our
southern border but what is happening
in our country and the issue of enforce-
ment, and we would be wise if we would
pay attention to this.

I am fully aware that there are many
individuals in this body who do not
like the southern border wall. That has
been a topic of great debate in this
room for several years. But is this body
aware that in January of this year,
when President Biden ‘‘paused’ the
border wall construction and said: I am
going to spend 60 days studying it, that
60-day study is still not complete 200
days into the Presidency? He has still
not completed the 60-day study.

On top of that, the pause of that con-
struction, during that time period, we
are still paying contractors to not do
construction. So far this year, we have
paid contractors $2 Dbillion—billion
with a “b’’—not to construct the wall.
Now, you may think it is a waste to
construct the wall. I do not. But please
tell me you at least believe it is a
waste to not construct a wall and still
pay contractors—to not construct a
wall.

We are currently paying contractors
$3 million a day to watch the materials
that had been delivered by January 20
that were sitting on the ground—for
steel, for fiber, for cameras, for light-
ing, for roads. We are paying $3 million
a day to have them watch the mate-
rials on the ground to make sure they
are not stolen—$3 million a day. That
is a waste.

As people cross our border in record
numbers, a new policy has been insti-
tuted on our southern border, called a
notice to report. This, again, has never
been done by any administration. A no-
tice to report is when the line gets too
long on the southern border, with peo-
ple crossing the border, when they are
trying to check everyone in—if the line
gets too long, Border Patrol is in-
structed to grab the folks in the back
of the line and give them a notice to
report. That is a card telling them
where ICE Agency offices are around
the country, and they can just go
ahead and go and turn themselves in at
whatever ICE Agency they want to
turn themselves in to anywhere in the
country. So far, 50,000 people this year
have been given one of those cards at
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our southern border and told ‘‘turn
yourself in wherever you go in the
country’’—>50,000.

My shock, as I am trying to track
the number, is that 13 percent have ac-
tually done it. I was surprised the num-
ber was that high. But that means 87
percent of the people who we have
handed a card to and said ‘‘turn your-
self in wherever you go in the country”
have not. Eighty-seven percent—we
have no idea where they are of the
50,000 people who were released into the
country because the line was too long
at that moment.

Listen, we can disagree about a lot of
things on immigration, but handing
people a card and saying to just travel
anywhere you want to go in the coun-
try and turn yourself in when you get
there—can we at least agree that is a
bad idea? Can we at least agree that
paying contractors $2 billion not to
construct the wall is a bad idea? Can
we at least agree that criminal aliens
who had been previously convicted and
are being picked up for another charge
should at least be deported in the proc-
ess? Can we at least agree, if you want
to deal with the ‘‘root causes” in the
Northern Triangle in Central America,
that it does not deter the people from
over 100 countries who have crossed our
southern border this year illegally?
There is a bigger problem. Can we at
least agree that we should address
this?

We have a great deal of work to be
done. I would encourage all of us to get
the facts, to get the details of what is
really happening, and to understand
that when over a million people have
illegally crossed the border just this
year, that we know of, that is a prob-
lem. It is a problem that hasn’t been
there in the past anywhere close to
this kind of number, and we should ad-
dress it in this body.

I have written letters. I have made
phone calls. I have done reports. We
have done research. I have sat down
with Secretary Mayorkas. I have held
nominees for DHS. I have done every-
thing I can do to bring this issue to the
forefront. Although others seem to ig-
nore it, this is an issue that we should
not ignore. National security is not
something we should be flippant about,
and not everyone crossing that border
is just coming for a job. We should en-
gage.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine.

REMEMBERING MIKE ENZI

Mr. KING. Madam President, I rise to
speak of a friend and colleague whom
we lost this week.

Mike Enzi, a Senator from Wyoming,
retired from this body in January of
this year when his successor was seated
but served here honorably for several
decades.

I think the simplest description I can
give of him is that he was a kind, good,
and decent man. I worked with him on
the Budget Committee, but I got to
know him best through the Wednesday
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morning Prayer Breakfast, where to
say he was a regular participant is an
understatement. Even after he left the
Senate, he was at every single Prayer
Breakfast, including last week’s, from
his home in Wyoming via Webex.

He was a devoted family man and a
devoted man in the service of his coun-
try in this body. He had a rare quality.
Unfortunately, I don’t think it was all
that rare some years ago, but it seems
to be becoming rarer and rarer. It is a
quality my father preached to me years
ago. You can disagree without being
disagreeable. That was the way he was.
He and I disagreed on a large number of
matters, particularly on the Budget
Committee, but he never was over-
bearing; he never was condescending;
he never was harsh. It was always in
the spirit of disagreement, in good
faith, based upon principle.

I want to talk about Mike Enzi, but
I also want to put him in the context of
modern politics because I think there
are a couple of lessons we can learn
from him to try to change the course
that we seem to have embarked upon.

One of the problems with modern
American politics is, we don’t have op-
ponents; we have enemies. We have
converted those we disagree with to
people we demonize and say are bad
people; they are evil. They aren’t. They
have different views. They have dif-
ferent values. Perhaps they have dif-
ferent principles. But to convert oppo-
nents into enemies is to poison our
democratic system. It is to poison our
ability to work together in the com-
mon good. If you make someone into
an enemy, they are going to be an
enemy even when it comes to some-
thing where you might agree, and Mike
Enzi never did that.

One of the things Mike Enzi taught
me was the 80-20 rule. We have all
heard of 80-20 rules in various contexts.
His 80-20 rule was, if you are working
on a difficult public issue, work on the
80 percent where you can agree, and
put the 20 percent where you disagree
aside. He was able to do that through-
out his career.

He was famous before I got here, but
he was famous for working with Sen-
ator Ted Kennedy of Massachusetts
when they were both on the HELP
Committee.

I said: Mike, how did you get along
with Ted Kennedy?

He said: It was easy—80-20. We put
the 20 percent aside where we knew we
were going to differ, and we worked on
the 80 percent where we could, and if
everybody applied that principle
around here, we would get a lot more
done.

He was also a principled Senator. In-
deed, he would have been on the floor
today, making a point of order about
the supplemental budget that we just
passed because he believed in the prin-
ciple of the Budget Act; he believed in
the principle of balancing budgets. He
was an accountant, and he was a prin-
cipled man.

And he was also decent and kind, as
I mentioned, but there is one story
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about him that I want to tell that has
stuck with me, and I have told it 100
times, although I never told it while he
was with us. Now that he is lost to us,
I think he would be OK with my telling
this story.

I was having dinner with him one
night early on when I was here in the
Senate, and he mentioned that he was
concerned about the possibility of hav-
ing a primary opponent in the Repub-
lican primary in Wyoming, and I was
incredulous.

I said: Mike, you are one of most con-
servative Senators here. How can
somebody possibly get to your right?
And here was my precise question:

What will they charge you with?

And his answer was as profound as it
was disturbing. He said:
They will charge me with being reasonable.

Think about that for a minute. He
was concerned about the possibility of
losing a primary election because he
had been reasonable; because he ap-
plied the 80-20 rule and tried to work
together to solve problems, even
though there were disagreements on
other areas. But he could lose—he
could have lost his election because he
was willing to listen to the other side,
to be reasonable, to try to find accom-
modation, and, yes, compromise.

And this isn’t only a Republican
issue; this is a growing issue across our
country in primaries, particularly in
gerrymandered districts where the pri-
mary is the election.

And we are getting a new crop of
Representatives and Senators who are
coming here who have been told: Don’t
you dare compromise. Don’t you dare
listen to those other people. You better
watch whom you are having lunch
with.

I remember spending some time with
our immortal Senator Margaret Chase
Smith from Maine, whom I got to know
fairly well before we lost her in the
midnineties. And she said, during the
McCarthy period, you literally had to
worry about whom you had lunch with
in the Senate dining room. Because of
guilt by association, you would be as-
sociated with some liberal Senator.

We don’t want that to be the case. It
shouldn’t be the case. But if you can
lose a primary because you are viewed
as someone who is willing to com-
promise, whether you are getting that
primary from the left or from the
right, imagine what it does to our abil-
ity to get things done.

If people come here knowing that one
of the ways they can jeopardize their
career is by listening to the other side,
trying to get to know what is going on
on the other side and compromising to
get something done, it is paralysis. It
is one of the reasons we are in paral-
ysis.

Mike Enzi said:

They are going to charge me with being
reasonable.

I think this is one of the hidden prob-
lems in American politics today. It is
not what your position is on abortion



S5162

or gun rights or foreign policy or any
other—immigration—it is whether you
are willing to talk to the other side,
listen, and try to get to a compromise
to solve a problem. That can cost you
your seat. What a pernicious doctrine.
What a dangerous situation.

Democracy is built upon compromise.
We have 535 people in this building. We
are going to have 535 different view-
points, interests. We represent dif-
ferent States, different areas. We have
different principles. We have different
values. We have got to compromise,
otherwise it is just perennial gridlock,
which, by the way, our constituents
hate.

When I talk to people in Maine, what
they most—the biggest question I get
is, Why can’t you people work to-
gether? Why can’t you get anything
done? Why can’t you talk to one an-
other and sit down and break bread to-
gether and solve problems?

This idea of not being able to com-
promise—this body is a product of com-
promise. At the Constitutional Conven-
tion in 1787, the debate almost fell
apart on the issue of representation.

There was the large State plan and
the small State plan, and the worry
was, if it was only one body of the leg-
islature, that the big States with more
population would overrun the smaller
States. They couldn’t figure out what
to do, and finally one of the delegates
from Connecticut proposed what was
called the Great Compromise, which
was the invention of the U.S. Senate.

This body itself is built on com-
promise. But there is no human prob-
lem that can be solved without com-
promise. Nobody has it all right. No-
body has all the answers. No party has
all the answers. No group of people
have all the answers. You always are
better off listening to other people, de-
bating, and coming to some consensus
solution.

I have a friend in Maine who has a
big sign in his office that says: ‘“All of
us are always smarter than any of us.”
And I think that is a profound observa-
tion. It means that there is wisdom
throughout this room and throughout
this body and that we have to tackle
these difficult problems—difficult,
challenging problems that we have
using all the wisdom that we could pos-
sibly get our hands on, and that means
listening to other people even though
we may not agree with them.

I just sat and listened to the Senator
from OKklahoma make an impassioned
and, I think, powerful statement about
immigration. He raised questions in
my mind that I want answers to. That
is the way this place is supposed to
work.

But if I can’t go back to Maine—if I
can’t go back and admit I listened to
the Senator today and he raised ques-
tions that bothered me, if I can’t say
that, if that in itself would endanger
my career, then if people are coming
here fearing that kind of being locked
out, we will never get anything done.

So, to me, Mike Enzi was a hero and
a model—and a model of the kind of
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person that we need in this body. I
didn’t agree with him on a lot of issues,
but he was always willing to listen.

And I did agree with him. There was
some measurable percentage—I don’t
know, 10, 20, 30 percent—where we did
agree, and he was a very effective ally
because he was so respected here be-
cause people knew that he made his
own decisions.

And we need more people like him,
and we need to remember the principle
that he shared with us, which is be rea-
sonable.

When we are in a place where being
reasonable is an offense that can cost
you your job, we are in real trouble as
a country. We are in real trouble as a
democracy.

It is hard enough in a democracy to
make decisions and to get things done.
That is inherent in our system. The
Framers wanted to design a system
that was difficult and cumbersome to
operate, and they succeeded beyond
their wildest dreams.

But it was always based upon a prin-
ciple of listening, of debating, of
changing minds, and, yes, of compro-
mising.

So I want to pay tribute to Mike Enzi
today not only because, as I said, he
was a kind, good, and decent man, but
because I think he was an example of
the kind of people that we need here
and the way we should conduct our-
selves and the way we should do our
work.

And we also have to talk to our con-
stituents and say to them: You have to
let me listen to the other side. You
have to give me a little space to try to
do something good. It may not be per-
fect. It may not be just what you like.
But it may be what we need. It may be
the best we can do in a pluralistic,
democratic system, where people have
different outlooks, viewpoints, values,
and priorities.

So we lost a great man this week. We
lost a great person. We lost a great
Senator. We lost a great friend. We will
miss him.

I miss not only Mike and that great
smile, but I miss what he stood for, the
way he conducted himself, the way he
treated his fellow Senators and every-
one that he encountered.

Mike Enzi was a great man. I hope we
can live up to his example.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

CRIME

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, let
me state the obvious: There is a big
and growing problem in our country,
and the American people are becoming
more and more alarmed.

A recent poll found that 60 percent of
Americans are worried about crime.
The percentage of those who say they
are extremely concerned is at the high-
est point in more than two decades.

And it is easy to see why. Even our
former colleague from California, Sen-
ator Barbara Boxer, was recently as-
saulted and robbed in California. But
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cities across our country have experi-
enced an alarming spike in violent
crime and murder rates.

New York City has seen nearly dou-
ble the number of shootings from 2019
to 2020. Nationwide, homicides are up
25 percent during that same period.
That is the largest single-year increase
since 1960.

Not only are the American people no-
ticing these increases with growing
alarm, they are eager to see solutions
that help make things better by im-
proving public safety.

A recent poll found that 90 percent of
Detroit residents said they would feel
safer with more cops on the street, not
fewer. That seems intuitive. It seems
obvious but apparently not to every-
body because this is the antithesis of
the rhetoric we have heard over the
past year, as many on the left have
called to defund the police and reduce
the role that law enforcement officers
play in our lives.

A number of major cities took the
recommendation of these activists and
eliminated funding for their police
departments.

New York City, Oakland, Baltimore,
are among the many cities to cut po-
lice funding. Today, they are among
those increasing police budgets to ad-
dress rising crime rates that I think
are directly related to the ‘“‘defund the
police” effort.

It is important to note that not all
the leaders of our major cities are on
board with this trend. Last summer,
when I was in Dallas visiting my
friend, Mayor Eric Johnson, it was on
its way to recording the highest num-
ber of murders in 16 years. The city
council cut the police department’s
overtime budget by $7 million. Mayor
Johnson pushed back against these ir-
responsible cuts at the time when
crime and domestic violence were al-
ready on the rise, and now he is push-
ing the city to hire 275 new police offi-
cers and increase officers’ salaries.

The truth of the matter is, Texans,
like other folks across the country, are
concerned about the increasing crime
in their communities. Leaders should
want to focus on the needs of their con-
stituents, but a small but loud group of
liberal activists who want to reimagine
law enforcement—whatever that
means—apparently have prevailed on
those who would like to see our com-
munities safer.

Well, we are starting to see a re-
sponse, really a boomerang, from these
“defund the police’’ efforts. For exam-
ple, take a look at the new Democratic
nominee for mayor of New York City.
At this point last year, protesters
marched in the streets of New York
chanting ‘‘defund the police.” One year
later, the presumed winner is a former
NYPD captain who ran on a tough-on-
crime platform.

As it turns out, practical solutions to
real problems carry more weight than
ideological warfare.

Here in the Senate, we are in the
process of finding solutions to deliver
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tangible results. Our friend, Senator
TIM SCOTT, is leading negotiations with
our Democratic colleagues. And I know
I am not alone in hoping we can take
bipartisan action to restore trust and
accountability in our police while at
the same time having their back. But
we have to remember that this crime
surge is tied to far more than police de-
partments.

Make no mistake, law enforcement
plays a key role in stopping crime, but
there is a lot more that can and should
be done to prevent crime from hap-
pening in the first place. One factor we
can’t ignore is the crisis on our south-
ern border. Despite the fact that we
reached migration levels not seen in
the previous two decades, the Biden ad-
ministration has simply failed to pro-
vide law enforcement with the re-
sources they need in order to secure
our borders.

Border Patrol agents, who should be
on the front lines of this crisis, are car-
ing for children instead of stopping
criminals and illegal drugs from com-
ing across our border. They are chang-
ing diapers and supervising playtime.

Meanwhile, the drug cartels, that are
very sophisticated, understand that
when you take 40 percent of the Border
Patrol off the border and have them
processing unaccompanied children,
that that is a prime opportunity to
smuggle illicit drugs into the United
States, which, unfortunately, contrib-
uted to the deaths of 93,000 Americans
last year alone just in drug overdoses.

So when our Border Patrol is not
adequately funded and resourced, or be-
cause of bad policy decisions diverted
from their primary tasks, we don’t
know who is crossing the border and we
are creating more risk for our commu-
nities across the country. The lack of
personnel creates huge gaps; and make
no mistake, the criminals and cartels
know how to exploit those gaps.

In 2019, a 33-year-old Honduran na-
tional was arrested in North Carolina
on rape and child sex offense charges.
This man had been previously de-
ported, but he illegally reentered the
United States. After his arrest, the
county jail refused to honor the de-
tainer from ICE—Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement—and so the man
was released. It took 2 months before
ICE was finally able to arrest him.

But this type of story is not unique.
We all remember the tragic murder of
Kate Steinle in 2015. She and her father
were walking along a pier in San Fran-
cisco when she was shot and killed. The
man who Kkilled her was an illegal im-
migrant who had been deported not
once, not twice, but five times, and he
had seven felony convictions.

Now, I want to be clear about one
point. The actions of these criminals
do not and should not reflect on the
tens of millions of law-abiding immi-
grants, period. Any attempt to frame
immigrants in general as a threat to
our country is completely devoid of
facts and detached from reality. But
my point in sharing these stories is to
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show that there are devastating and
dangerous consequences to an unfet-
tered flow of people and drugs and
other contraband across the southern
border. We need to know exactly who
and what is crossing our border, and
this applies both to people and contra-
band.

Cartels and criminal organizations
are paying very close attention to the
state of our border security. They see
when gaps are created by fewer officers
on the front lines, and they are simply
exploiting those gaps.

Fentanyl, heroin, cocaine, meth-
amphetamine, and marijuana are pour-
ing across our border at a growing rate.
As I mentioned, there are con-
sequences, with 93,000 Americans dying
of drug overdoses last year alone. That
is up 30 percent over the previous year.

And the experts tell us there is an as-
sociation between substance abuse and
crime. There are crimes involving the
drug users themselves, both who steal
to buy drugs as well as those who are
under the influence of drugs when they
commit their crimes. And we can’t ig-
nore the dangers drug dealers and traf-
fickers create for our communities.

Last week, the police chief of the
District of Columbia held a press con-
ference to discuss crime increases in
this city. He talked about the dangers
of marijuana use, saying, ‘I can tell
you that marijuana is undoubtedly
connected to violent crimes that we
are seeing in our communities.”

He went on to say this creates a very
dangerous ‘‘situation, because those in-
dividuals get robbed, those individuals
get shot, those individuals get involved
in disputes all across our city.”

Those are his words, those are not
mine.

But those dangers apply to any type
of drug being moved and distributed by
illegal channels, whether it is mari-
juana, heroin, cocaine, fentanyl, or
anything else. We have a fundamental
responsibility to stop criminals, stop
the cartels, stop gang members, stop
the drug dealers, and the host of un-
known dangers from quietly slipping
across our border and infiltrating our
communities.

The Biden-Harris administration
needs to take these responsibilities se-
riously. The Biden-Harris administra-
tion needs to take their responsibilities
for public safety seriously. The only
thing worse than the increase in crime
and the growing concern among the
public is the prospect of things actu-
ally getting worse.

If we are not stopping dangerous peo-
ple and drugs at the border, or handi-
capping local police departments by
defunding them, what do we expect to
happen? Do we think there will actu-
ally be a positive outcome?

That is detached from reality, of
course. The American people are over-
whelmingly concerned about the in-
creasing crime in America, and they
deserve to have a government that
prioritizes the safety of them and their
families.
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Concerns about crime are shared by
both Republicans and Democrats. My
friend, the mayor of Dallas, Eric John-
son, who I mentioned a moment ago,
had to fight with his own city council
to get the police adequately funded. He
is a proud Texas Democrat. So these
are not partisan matters.

This is not the time to pull critical
funding from our police or villainize of-
ficers or paint such a broad brush that
the actions of one taint the reputation
and our support for the rest of law-
abiding and patriotic law enforcement
officers.

This is not the time to relax our en-
forcement at the border or create even
more opportunities for crime, cartels,
and gangs to exploit our laws.

So crime in America is a very real
problem, and the Biden administration
needs to wake up and address this full
range of contributing factors before the
situation becomes even more dan-
gerous in all of our communities across
the States.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. WARNOCK. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Georgia.

MEDICAID SAVES LIVES ACT

Mr. WARNOCK. Madam President, I
believe healthcare is a human right.
And with all the incentives on the
table for Georgia to expand Medicaid,
it is past time to do so. My home State
of Georgia, where State leaders have
refused to expand Medicaid, has the op-
portunity to provide affordable
healthcare to 646,000 people who could
qualify.

I refuse to allow Georgians to suffer
and be cut off from care while politi-
cians play games. This is why I intro-
duced recently the Medicaid Saves
Lives Act. This is legislation that
would allow people in States like mine,
that haven’t expanded Medicaid, an al-
ternative path to health coverage; be-
cause for far too many, access to af-
fordable, reliable healthcare is the dif-
ference between life and death.

I agree with Martin Luther King, Jr.,
who said that, ‘‘of all the injustices, in-
equality in health care is the most
shocking and the most inhumane.” So
I am grateful that this plan, the Med-
icaid Saves Lives Act, which I intro-
duced the other day, is positioned to be
included in the forthcoming economic
package.

That is why I rise again on the Sen-
ate floor to tell the story of another
Georgian, a story that gets to the heart
of why this bill is important.

This is Amy Bielawski. Amy is the
owner of a small business, Hare-
Brained Productions. It is an event
planning and entertainment company
in Tucker, GA. As you can imagine,



S5164

Amy’s company took a significant hit
during the pandemic.

Unable to book regular gigs and plan
events—events that all of us miss as we
have been clawing our way back from
this pandemic—Amy qualified for un-
employment benefits this past year.
And with that critical support, Amy
had temporary access to affordable
marketplace plans created by the Af-
fordable Care Act.

But with the end of Georgia’s unem-
ployment benefits looming and the en-
tertainment sector still suffering from
the effects of the pandemic, her access
to coverage—the coverage she so des-
perately needs—is on the brink again.

At the same time, she will have to
manage her thyroid disease, high blood
pressure, pituitary gland tumor,
fibroids, and all the other health hic-
cups that come along with aging.

If Georgia was to expand Medicaid or
if there was a Federal Medicaid Pro-
gram for nonexpansion States like
Georgia, Amy would no longer have to
worry about getting reliable health
coverage for her chronic conditions.
This is the human face of the public
policy we make or the public policy we
fail to make.

As our State’s healthcare options
stand now, Amy says she ‘‘doesn’t
think they care about people like me
falling through the cracks.”” Even more
disappointing, when asked what Med-
icaid expansion would mean for her,
Amy was reluctant to even picture
that future. She said: Well, it is really
difficult to say ‘‘because I've never had
consistent healthcare—it is hard to
imagine.”

Think about that. It is hard for
somebody who works every day with a
kind of entrepreneurial thrust and seri-
ous work ethic, grit, and determina-
tion, in the richest country on the
planet. She says it is hard for her to
imagine having consistent healthcare.
She says she is ‘‘used to being shoved
aside and doing without.” With all of
Amy’s health issues, doing without, as
she puts it, can only work for so long.

We are costing Georgia more and
more every day by not providing access
to healthcare to the people who need it
most. Like Amy’s story speaks to,
without affordable and comprehensive
coverage, preventive care and annual
appointments are skipped. Conditions
that could perhaps be treated or seen
at their early stage and prevented,
worsen, and Georgians end up using
emergency rooms instead of addressing
these health issues in primary care ap-
pointments months prior.

This past year, Amy herself had to go
to ER because of chest pains, and with
a history of high blood pressure, she
couldn’t ignore the sharp pain in her
chest that wasn’t going anywhere. So
she made her way to the ER. After all,
what if it was a heart attack?

A short stay later, after spending less
than an hour in a hospital room, she
went home with a $3,000 bill. That is
bad policy for her. It is certainly bad
policy for every Georgian. What kind of
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costs would be avoided, for the hospital
and for Amy herself, if she had access
to a primary care provider through
Medicaid, and more regular, affordable,
consistent access to care?

In other States, Amy would be eligi-
ble for Medicaid. And, according to
Amy, access to reliable, quality, af-
fordable healthcare through Medicaid
would be nothing short, she says, of
“MIRACULOUS.”

Amy is one Georgian who represents
the stories of hundreds of thousands in
our State and across the country who
need the Medicaid Saves Lives Act.
And until we get this done—because 1
believe that healthcare is a human
right—I am going to keep lifting up
Amy’s story and the stories of other
Georgians who would benefit from this
lifesaving legislation.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi.

OLYMPICS

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I am
told that the distinguished Senator
from Georgia may have some followup
unanimous consent. OK. If not, I am
happy to proceed.

I rise today pointing out an injustice
done by the authorities running the
Tokyo Olympics. This morning, Ameri-
cans learned the news that Sam
Kendricks, an American double world
champion pole vaulter from Oxford,
MS, has been shut out from competing
at the Tokyo Olympics after a positive
COVID-19 test today—almost certainly
a false positive COVID-19 test. This is
an injustice that can still be rectified
if the Olympic Committee will be fair.

For those of you who don’t know
Sam, he is an alum of the University of
Mississippi, Ole Miss, where he took
back-to-back NCAA championships be-
fore launching his professional career.
He won the U.S. Olympic trials in 2016
and went on to the Rio Olympics,
where he took home the bronze medal.

Then again, you probably do remem-
ber Sam Kendricks. He is the pole
vaulter who stopped mid-run in the
2016 Olympics to stand and salute for
his national anthem. That is Sam
Kendricks, Olympic champion from the
State of Mississippi. He has made his
school, his State, and his Nation very
proud, and by all accounts he was ex-
pected to be a contender for the gold
medal this year.

But after testing negative for the
COVID virus three times, Sam received
a positive test result earlier today. The
timeframe is different in Tokyo, but it
was on Thursday. And under Inter-
national Olympic Committee rules, he
was immediately disqualified from
competition, even though he had pre-
viously tested negative three times and
even though he has already had the
coronavirus. And even after a followup
test, administered according to U.S.
Olympic standards, came up negative,
the rules are that you have to wait 6
days.

Well, guess what, his competition is
Friday, and adherence to high-bound
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rules like that will bar him from the
Olympics. There is no consideration for
the fact that his test—one of thousands
of tests administered daily—may very
well have been a fluke.

As Sam told the world, he is not sick,
he is not displaying symptoms, and he
has already had COVID-19 and should
be immune. And, again, he tested, ac-
cording to U.S.A. track-and-field team
tests, immediately after getting this
false positive.

Obviously, the fair thing for the
Olympic Committee to do would be to
follow up immediately on another test
to verify whether all these negatives
were correct and, undoubtedly, they
were. But the powers that be won’t
allow Sam Kendricks to get an official
followup. No, according to protocols,
he must wait 6 days. Then he can have
a followup test, which no doubt would
show that he doesn’t have the
coronavirus

What is magic about 6 days? What
about the young athlete? What about
fundamental fairness? As Sam
Kendricks’ father said: These athletes
traveled too far, worked for too many
years, made too many sacrifices not to
confirm a positive test—a very inex-
pensive thing to do.

I agree with Mr. Kendricks. These
athletes should be given a confirming
test—one test to minimize the chances
of a false positive. But that is not the
way the Olympic authorities in Japan
see it.

My question is this: What is the
health risk of a followup test? How
could it possibly hurt anyone or any-
thing to make sure you have got it
right when you tell a young American
that he can’t compete for his Nation in
the Olympics?

So I say I am not just disappointed, I
am outraged, outraged that a young
athlete is unfairly missing out on his
chance to show his talent to the world
and win a gold medal on behalf of his
country, and aghast that a proud glob-
al tradition like the Olympics, a cele-
bration of sport, competition, and
international cooperation, has been re-
duced to testing protocols and rigid
rules that are fundamentally unfair—
inflexible rules that assume there is no
such thing as a false positive.

I send my best wishes and congratu-
lations to Sam Kendricks and his fam-
ily for the good grace they have dis-
played in the face of this unfair and
pointless disqualification.

And allow me to state emphatically
that I am not willing to be so gracious.

If this action stands—and I hope it
will not stand—this high-bound deci-
sion by the decisionmakers at Tokyo
should make them ashamed of them-
selves. It is not too late, even today. It
is Friday morning in Tokyo. Even
today, the Olympic committee can use
common sense and fairness. It is Fri-
day morning in Tokyo. When the Sun
comes up, give Sam Kendricks a con-
firming test and allow this young man
to represent his country.

I yield the floor.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER
WARNOCK). The Senator from Utah.

(Mr.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, the word
“republic’” means public thing in
Latin.

We bring our different perspectives
and our different identities together re-
spectfully to make decisions for an en-
tire Nation. The United States is a na-
tion with diverse, varied beliefs, dif-
ferent cultural origins, and different
politics from the different regions and
different States that we represent. It
has been this way from the very begin-
ning.

As much as some of us imagine oth-
erwise, from the very outset of our Re-
public, there were immense, regional
differences. Depending on which State
someone represented, they might have
different views.

Now, our Republic—and, for that
matter, any republic ever in the his-
tory of republics—has relied on the
willingness of the citizenry to be kind,
for individuals who play a role in that
Republic to be kind and respectful and
decent to each other, even when—espe-
cially when—we disagree with each
other. Our Founders knew that, and
they enshrined it into our Constitu-
tion.

As much as anything, they assumed
it, and it was on that set of assump-
tions that the norms enshrined in the
Constitution became possible, because
without them they would not be. With-
out them none of this would work.

You see, the only way a republic can
possibly function now or 250 years ago
or 250 years from now is that it always
has to follow a somewhat similar for-
mula. The only way it can function is
when citizens and leaders are gracious
to those with whom they disagree and
grant the freedom necessary to allow
others to make choices, even if those
choices might be things that they dis-
agree with.

We have witnessed the degradation of
American political discourse for some
time now. It has been a sad, tragic re-
ality unfolding, but it is not an inex-
orable conclusion. It is not one from
which we cannot depart. But we must
make a choice to do better and to
choose a better path.

We received a bulletin earlier today—
a bulletin from the Capitol Police—in-
dicating that all visitors and all House
staffers and, in fact, all House Members
are required to wear masks indoors or
be denied entry or forced to leave the
premises. And at least in the case of
staff and visitors, if they fail to com-
ply, they will be arrested—arrested for
unlawful entry. Conviction for a viola-
tion of this rule will, according to the
bulletin, be punished by a fine of not
more than $1,000, imprisonment for not
more than 6 months, or both. The Sen-
ate, which happens to be housed in the
same building as the House, is not sub-
ject to these same requirements.

But is this decision based on science
or is it based on the will and whim of
the Speaker of the House of Represent-
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atives? Whatever the reason, the arrest
of peaceful House staffers shows the
total loss of political grace in the
House of Representatives.

I cannot fathom a legitimate reason
to arrest a person in this building for
not wearing a mask. I cannot fathom a
legitimate reason for arresting anyone
based on a failure to wear a mask.

Members are not treated as the le-
gitimate representatives of their con-
stituents, as in fact they are, under our
system of government, when they are
subjected to this kind of manipulation
and when they are subjected to this
type of oppressive order. Staff, under
this type of oppressive directive, aren’t
treated as hard-working, dedicated
Americans, which truly they are. In-
stead, everyone who doesn’t comply is
deemed the enemy of the current House
of Representatives. There is no room
for disagreement or dissent.

It is tragic, indeed, to see a key de-
liberative body where dissent and de-
bate are supposed to be tolerated and
appreciated and decided and have been
not just for decades but for centuries—
to see that turned into a place where
disagreement and dissent are disdained
and punished by arrests.

Congress works on collegiality and
respect. We need to get back to those
basics.

Regardless of what you might think
about the coronavirus, about the vac-
cine, about masks, there is never a
good reason to arrest someone for not
wearing a mask.

This decision falls into the larger
context of the Centers for Disease Con-
trol’s recent flip-flop on masks and the
Biden administration’s worrying push
toward masks and vaccination man-
dates.

The CDC issued wupdated rec-
ommendations earlier this week, stat-
ing at its outset that masks should be
worn indoors in areas of ‘‘substantial
or high transmission,” even by individ-
uals who have been fully vaccinated.

Now, this new guidance claims that
“[elmerging evidence suggests that
fully vaccinated persons who do be-
come infected with the Delta variant
are at risk for transmitting it to oth-
ers.” But one glaring thing is missing
from that conclusion: evidence backing
up the CDC’s claims.

In fact, the CDC didn’t publish any
new research on the effectiveness of
the COVID vaccines against the newer
variants when it issued its latest edict.
The CDC’s website simply cites ‘‘un-
published data’ from its own COVID-19
Response Team when it makes this
new, rather significant, rather jarring,
rather impactful, and rather unwise
claim.

The CDC is undermining its own
credibility and, thus, I believe placing
public health and safety at risk by
going back and forth on recommenda-
tions and failing to be upfront about
whether there is any actual reliable
scientific evidence to support or com-
pel those recommendations.

In fact, even when asked questions by
Members of Congress, the CDC is fail-
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ing to respond. This is not hyperbole;
this is not conjecture; this is based on
my own personal experience. I will
point to the fact that on April 24, more
than 3 months ago, I sent a letter to
the Centers for Disease Control asking
a very simple question, a simple ques-
tion that I would hope anyone here
would want to be asked. I wanted to
know why is it, when there are so
many of our peer nations around the
world that don’t require masks to be
worn on airplanes, for example, by chil-
dren as young as 2, as we do in the
United States—you know, many of our
peer nations, a mask requirement may
not kick in until 10 or 11 years old or,
in some cases, 5 or 6 years old. But,
here, the CDC has said that it has got
to kick in at 2 years old. I would ask
the question: Did any of these people
who made this recommendation, who
made that conclusion that 2-year-olds
should have to travel with a mask,
have they ever known an actual 2-year-
old? Have they ever raised a child?
Have they ever traveled on an air-
plane? Have they ever traveled in a car,
in a bus, on a train, in the rain, any-
where with an actual child? This
doesn’t work.

Now, when you add that to the fact
that children react to the virus dif-
ferently than adults do—and that is
putting it mildly—when you add that
to the fact that this creates other prob-
lems for children, not just for those
handling them but for the kids them-
selves, it makes it especially impor-
tant to know why.

Now, my letter wasn’t attempting to
make any case. My letter was simply
trying to obtain information. You see,
because when the CDC makes these
sweeping recommendations, and some-
times they like to make them feel easi-
er by calling them recommendations,
when, in fact, they precipitate a whole
host of things that feel a whole lot
more binding than recommendations.
You see, because if you get on an air-
plane or a bus or a train or you go to
a bus depot or a train station or an air-
port, and you have got a 2-year-old who
won’t wear a mask, as any red-blooded
American 2-year-old will not do, you
are told that you are subject to arrest
and that you are violating Federal law
if you do that. So it is not unreason-
able to ask that they pony up with in-
formation. If they are going to make
recommendations, they should explain
to us what those recommendations are.

So I asked them what scientific proof
is there that a 2-year-old needs to wear
a mask?

Well, I sent that on April 24. I didn’t
hear anything on April 25 or April 26 or
the 27th or the 28th, 29th, or 30th, or
any of the days of the months of May
or June or July, and we are almost to
the end of the month of July. They
didn’t respond to this. I don’t know
why. Maybe they are really busy doing
other stuff. Maybe they are really busy
figuring out where they are going to
flip-flop next and where they are going
to issue their next edict that the Amer-
ican people are expected to follow, all
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in the name of it being science, that we
have to defer to blindly, without any
evidence. But this isn’t acceptable, and
it doesn’t inspire confidence, nor does
it inspire confidence for an Agency
that makes these sorts of recommenda-
tions that have a really significant im-
pact to flip-flop and not justify its own
analysis, not provide even a scintilla of
scientific proof for what it did.

So let’s get back to its more recent
flip-flop. The fact that it has flip-
flopped this week, coupled with the
fact that it hasn’t backed up its other
claims over the last few months, is un-
derstandably troubling to many of us,
especially so, when you consider the
fact that in my personal experience, I
have been vaccinated. I chose to get
the vaccine. I respect those who have
chosen not to.

Many of those I have known who
have been reluctant to get the vaccine,
who eventually got the vaccine, most
of them, I would say, ended up getting
it when they realized that certain as-
pects of life could be made more pre-
dictable and more convenient if they
did get the vaccine.

Many people, when they walked into
a hotel lobby or a restaurant or a gro-
cery store or at Costco or at Sam’s
Club, if they would see signs saying
that vaccinated persons need not wear
masks, they would realize there is
some benefit there; that if they got the
vaccine, they could walk in there and
say, well, I don’t have to wear the
mask.

Now, obviously, we don’t ever want
to get to the point where somebody has
to wear an arm band to prove whether
they have been vaccinated or not. In
fact, it would be an absolutely horri-
fying experiment that we should not
attempt. But the fact is, that when
people see that there might be some
benefit, they are more likely to do it. If
they see that something different will
happen in their life if they get the vac-
cine, they are more likely to get it.

But when you are constantly moving
the goalpost, you are saying: ‘‘Here are
the benefits of the vaccine. Oh, psych,
just kidding. We are moving along. We
are going to take those away,” people
are not going to get it. So if you want
more people to get vaccinated, you
darn well better have the CDC getting
its act together, providing scientific
evidence for what the CDC is recom-
mending and what it is not.

So, look, I am still waiting for an-
swers from the CDC on my April 24 let-
ter. And I am still waiting for answers
from the CDC when it comes to sci-
entific evidence supporting their most
recent flip-flop. But while we wait for
those answers, and that clock is tick-
ing—I don’t know whether we need to
start humming the tune to ‘‘Jeop-
ardy,” but they do need to provide
those answers. And while we wait for
those answers, here are a few principles
that I think might help guide some of
our discussions:

Our government needs to trust Amer-
icans to make these decisions, some of
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the most personal decisions that a
human being can make for themselves.
We need to trust the people’s rep-
resentatives in Congress to make deci-
sions regarding the law. We need to be
able to trust each other, to be decent,
and to be kind when we disagree.

We have to learn from our own his-
tory, from our own nature as individ-
uals, and from the history that we have
experienced as a nation. We cannot
stand by while those in power simply
decide on their own whim that they are
going to arrest political opponents for
disagreeing.

At what point did we decide that it
was OK to cross that threshold? I get
it. We always need to be able to dis-
agree without being disagreeable.
Sometimes that is really hard. Some-
times all of us fall a little short of that
mark. But I think all of us should be
able to agree that we shouldn’t arrest
those who disagree with us merely be-
cause they disagree with us. That is
wrong. We are better than that.

This time calls for more political un-
derstanding and hardy, legitimate de-
bate, not blind mandates and manipu-
lation.

We have to remember that, at its
heart, at its core, government is not
deity. It is neither omniscient nor om-
nipotent. Government doesn’t have
eyes to see you. It doesn’t have arms
with which to embrace you. It doesn’t
have a heart with which to love you.
Government is force. It is the official
use of coercive force.

Now, we need that. We need that to
protect safety, to make sure that we
don’t hurt each other; that we are not
harmed by others; that we don’t take
each other’s possessions. But we have
to be very careful how we operate it be-
cause otherwise force is just force. And
if we start arresting everyone with
whom we disagree, we are not going to
be able to do the things we need to do,
which is to make sure that government
is there to prevent people from hurting
each other and taking each other’s
things.

We need to be kind to our neighbors,
even when—especially when—we dis-
agree. We need to be helpful and caring
to those around us, even if they vote,
feel, believe, or even act very dif-
ferently than we do. We must not allow
for arrests and mandates to Members
of Congress and their staffs without
providing sufficient evidence.

And, yes, all of this stuff goes both
ways. We all need to be respectful of
each other’s opinions. But, look, we are
not talking here about activity that,
by its very nature, is so harmful that it
warrants the use of blunt political
force in the form of an arrest.

I cannot fathom a circumstance in
which it is ever appropriate to arrest
another human being for not wearing a
mask, COVID or no COVID. That is not
arrest material.

In Congress and across the country,
what we need now is a return to Amer-
ican graciousness. Our way of life and
our precious Republic are at stake.
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Thank you.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I
am pleased to come and join my col-
leagues on the floor today and have a
discussion about what is taking place
here in this Capitol Building.

Now, my colleague from Utah just
mentioned something that I think is so
important: being able to disagree
agreeably, having a difference of opin-
ion, and showing respect to other peo-
ple.

This Nation has remained strong and
vibrant and free because we believe in
robust, respectful, bipartisan debate.
We do not lock up or silence or push or
disappear people who disagree with us
and our beliefs—and what we see hap-
pening in the House, where the Capitol
Police would have the ability to haul
staffers and visitors to jail for their de-
cision not to wear a mask.

Now, think about that. It would be
not wearing a mask—a choice, making
a choice to not wear a mask. So it is
important for us to realize this is a dif-
ference of opinion.

We have told the American people:
Get vaccinated. I have chosen to be
vaccinated. So have most of my family.
Get the vaccine. That is kind of like
your ticket to freedom from wearing a
mask, if you choose. You don’t have to
put that mask on if you get vaccinated.

But now what are we hearing? Masks
are coming back. The science is very
divided on the value of a mask. Is it
just to protect you? Is it to protect
others? Do masks serve as a disincen-
tive for people to actually get the vac-
cine? Which is what we have encour-
aged people to do: Talk to your physi-
cian, make certain the vaccine is right
for you, and get the vaccine so you
don’t have to wear the mask.

Now, one of the things that we know
is this: COVID is here to stay. We are
going to continue to have COVID-19 in
our presence. We know that, but we
also know that this that is happening
today is not necessarily about masks.
This is about continuing to perpetrate
these lockdowns; that we have had a
series of lockdowns and scares and
things where we are pulling back on
freedom and giving power to the gov-
ernment and lessening the ability for
individual choices. That is what this is
about.

There is no deliberation that appears
to have gone into this newest mandate
from the Speaker of the House, but you
don’t need deliberation when you have
decided that you can just resort to
threats such as this: locking up staffers
and visitors if they do not wear a mask
on the House side.

Just over the past few days, we have
seen high-profile Democrats buying
right into this new tactic. Here is some
of what we have been hearing. And, you
know, as a mom and a grandmom, I
hear a lot from moms and grandmoms.
And my text threads and email and
phone calls—Mr. President, you just
wouldn’t even believe it. They feel like



July 29, 2021

our colleagues across the aisle are just
forgetting that science—science—has
weighed in on this issue.

And now they are hearing these
threats, threatening to keep our chil-
dren out of school, not letting them go
back to school in September. We don’t
need to go to school. Teachers unions,
not sure they want to go back to school
in September. But, oh, by the way, if
you do go back to school, they might
want to put your children in masks.

Children, little kids in school, we
have heard it from pediatricians, we
have all read the articles—there are
truly some adverse side effects to little
children being told to wear a mask
every day. There are physical, there
are emotional, there are psychological
adverse effects to these children—not
mentioning some I have heard from pe-
diatricians about the danger of chil-
dren not knowing how to wear the
mask. And they touch the mask, and
then they put a dirty mask back up
over their nose and their mouth and
the concerns that that brings.

What we are hearing about our chil-
dren in school is of tremendous concern
to the moms who are out there. We are
hearing they are threatening families
and small businesses with yet another
lockdown to come.

I have a lot of friends who are in the
retail industry. And right now, you
know what they are doing? They are
beginning to get in merchandise for the
fourth quarter. They have used their
lines of credit to make certain there is
merchandise in their stores.

These are mom-and-pop stores. These
are small businesses. They are on Main
Street in every small town in this
country, just like they are in Ten-
nessee. And the decisions that are
being made here make them very nerv-
ous and very uncomfortable because
they are thinking: All right. What if we
go into a lockdown? What if people
can’t get into my store? And here I
have finally made it through COVID
and I am looking forward to a good
fourth quarter, and now we are getting
this kind of information out of Wash-
ington, DC.

All of this is not rational. There is no
evidence—none—to suggest that yet
another about-face on masking is going
to keep people healthier, is going to
make them healthier. There is no evi-
dence for that.

So let’s call it what it is. This is left-
wing hysteria. This is hysteria. Fright-
en people. Make them think a
lockdown is coming. Make them think
things are worse than what they are.

No. This is the United States of
America. We do not lock up people we
disagree with. We don’t push forward
with this type of activity. We don’t si-
lence our opponents. We believe in free
speech. We believe in individuals being
able to make their choices.

And I think that it is fair to say what
the Speaker of the House has done is
not trusting the science that brought
us this vaccine. And thank goodness
President Donald Trump brought about
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Operation Warp Speed and issued a
challenge to our Federal Agencies,
issued a challenge to our pharma-
ceutical companies, and said: Let’s see
if we can find a way to defeat this
virus.

There is a vaccine there. I think
what you see happening with the
Democrats and with the Speaker of the
House is what we in Tennessee call
having a good old-fashioned come-
apart because they are not getting
their way.

And the American people do not be-
lieve that they are getting serious
about doing serious business that the
American people want to see: address-
ing out-of-control spending, addressing
the needs of this country.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, in 1887,
Lord Acton wrote a series of letters to
Bishop Creighton, letters that would
echo down across the centuries. Lord
Acton wrote:

I cannot accept your canon that we are to
judge Pope and King unlike other men, with
a favourable presumption that they did no
wrong. If there is any presumption it is the
other way against holders of power, increas-
ing as the power increases. Historic responsi-
bility has to make up for the want of legal
responsibility. Power tends to corrupt and
absolute power corrupts absolutely. Great
men are almost [exclusively] bad men, even
when they exercise influence and not author-
ity: still more when you superadd the tend-
ency or the certainty of corruption by au-
thority.

Mr. President, those words were true
in 1887, and they are true today. If you
want to understand how power corrupts
and absolute power corrupts abso-
lutely, look no further than the other
Chamber in the U.S. Capitol.

Speaker NANCY PELOSI is drunk on
power. The orders that Speaker PELOSI
is issuing are abusive and unprece-
dented. Speaker PELOSI has decreed to
Members of the House of Representa-
tives, elected by the people, that: If
you dare walk onto the floor of the
House of Representatives without a
mask, I, Speaker PELOSI, shall fine
you.

Who the hell is she to be fining Mem-
bers of the House?

But you know what? She is not done
with that. She is not done with dis-
respecting our Constitution, dis-
respecting our democratic system that
elects leaders. She goes further, to the
good men and women who work here in
the U.S. Capitol. We are surrounded by
men and women who have chosen to
come and work for the public good, and
here is what Speaker PELOSI has de-
creed: If you dare walk in the hallway
without a mask, I, Speaker PELOSI, will
arrest you. I will put you in jail. I will
fine you.

That is an absolute and complete
abuse of power. She has no authority to
disrespect the men and women who
work here, to threaten you with phys-
ical harm, to threaten you with impris-
onment.

And why does she do so?
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She does so for one reason: political
theater.

We are coming through a very dif-
ficult year and a half. Our Nation and
the world has endured a pandemic. We
have collectively taken extraordinary
steps to defeat this pandemic, and we
are coming out on the other side. We
saw our Nation, we saw the private sec-
tor come together with remarkable in-
ventiveness and produce vaccines in
record times, and we have seen hun-
dreds of millions of people getting
those vaccines. We are in the process of
beating this pandemic.

Not too long ago, the CDC recognized
what was obvious then and is obvious
now: vaccines work. And if you are vac-
cinated, you don’t need to wear a
mask.

The CDC issued that ruling, and I re-
member that day well. I had been vac-
cinated a couple of months before then,
and after allowing the time for the vac-
cine to become effective, I decided I
was going to stop wearing a mask. Why
is that? Because vaccines work, be-
cause I believe in science. So I stopped
wearing a mask. And there were a
handful of Senators on the Senate floor
who had been vaccinated, who stopped
wearing masks.

Then the CDC, like the Oracle of Del-
phi, issued its proclamation. Hold on to
your seats now. The CDC said that vac-
cines work, that if you are vaccinated,
you don’t need a mask. It was truly mi-
raculous in this Chamber watching
what occurred, as within days, every
Senator in the Chamber began remov-
ing their masks, one after the other,
after the other—not just Republicans;
Democrats too. We all had our masks
off.

Mr. President, I ask you, the day be-
fore the oracle of Fauci spoke, did vac-
cines not work? Did science not oper-
ate? No. It was obvious then and it was
obvious on the day that the oracle of
the CDC spoke that vaccines work,
which is why every Democrat took
their mask off.

But fast-forward to this week. The
CDC issues the new proclamation. Ap-
parently, according to the CDC, vac-
cines don’t work anymore. That
science thing? Inoperative. We have
more important things to worry about,
like politics.

As an aside, has there ever been an
institution in American public life that
has more discredited itself more rap-
idly than the CDC? A year and a half
ago, the CDC was one of the most re-
spected medical and scientific organi-
zations on the face of the planet.
Today, the CDC has willingly allowed
itself to be politicized, to behave as an
arm of the DNC, and their credibility is
in tatters. It is a joke.

We have seen the emails from Dr.
Fauci where he said in the midst of the
pandemic: Masks don’t work. They are
not effective. People shouldn’t use
them.

Then we saw him say: Oh, no, no, no;
masks work. But I lied to the Amer-
ican people when I said they didn’t
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work because I didn’t want them to
wear masks because I wanted first re-
sponders to get them.

Now, pause for a second and think,
what the heck is a scientific leader
doing lying to the American people
supposedly for our own good? The will-
ingness to twist facts to meet political
expediency has been stunning.

The CDC’s ruling this week is not ac-
companied by any data. They did not
roll out studies. They did not roll out
facts. They did not say suddenly vac-
cines aren’t working. Instead, they just
said: Trust us. We have double-super-
secret studies that we are not going to
tell you based on double-secret-super
data that we are not going to show
you, but trust us because we behave
like political hacks and obey us any-
way.

By the way, the CDC plays an inter-
esting little game. The CDC says:
These are recommendations. These are
just recommendations.

Then their faithful little foot sol-
diers, the Democratic officeholders,
come in and make those recommenda-
tions mandates. And there is no one
more willing to do so than Speaker
PELOSI. And then, by the way, the local
government Democrats who mandate
“‘you must obey the CDC,” they throw
their hands up and say: Hey, we are
just following the CDC. And the CDC
says: Hey, we are just making rec-
ommendations. And no one is account-
able for anything.

This makes no sense.

One of the things the CDC rolled out
this week is an edict that in schools,
everybody must be masked—child,
adult. It doesn’t matter if you are vac-
cinated; it doesn’t matter; you must
wear a mask. Why? Who knows? It is
not based on science, not based on med-
icine.

This virus has been unusual. We have
seen that 1in certain populations,
COVID-19 can be profoundly deadly. If
you are very elderly, if you have seri-
ous comorbidities, this virus can and
has been deadly. But we have also seen
among children that the odds of chil-
dren getting seriously ill from COVID-
19 are extremely low. We have seen
that children have not proven to be a
meaningful vector in the spread of this
disease. The science doesn’t support
special rules for schools, but do you
know what does? Politics. Because the
teachers union bosses came to the CDC
and said: We want this rule in place.
And the partisan enforcers at the CDC
said: Ma’am, yes, ma’am, we will issue
the order demanded by the union
bosses.

Mr. President, give me any plausible
argument that that is science, that
that is medicine, that that is anything
but rank politics. If a Democratic poli-
tician wants to say ‘“We are going to
obey the union bosses,” fine; that is
their prerogative to do so. They can be
held accountable by the voters. But the
CDC is supposed to be following
science. This is an abuse of power.

Let me point out my view. I think we
should not have government mandates
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concerning COVID-19. There should be
no vaccine mandates. Joe Biden wants
to mandate Federal employees must
get the vaccine. Who the heck is the
Federal Government to tell people they
must stick a needle in their arm and
inject themselves with a vaccine? We
should have no vaccine mandates. We
should have no mask mandates. We
should have no vaccine passports.

Let me be clear. I am someone who
believes in vaccines. I have been vac-
cinated. Heidi has been vaccinated. My
parents have been vaccinated. Heidi’s
parents have been vaccinated. But I
also believe in individual choice. I be-
lieve in freedom. I believe in responsi-
bility. It is your choice if you want to
get vaccinated. It is not some drunk-
on-power Democrat in Washington’s
choice to force you to do it.

Doesn’t anyone in the Democratic
Party believe in medical autonomy?
Doesn’t anyone in the Democratic
Party believe in medical privacy, or
are you so willing to exert power that
it doesn’t matter what the people say?

You know, one of the great ironies of
the CDC’s order: It will decrease the
rate of vaccination in the TUnited
States. The CDC is telling America:
Hey, this vaccine stuff doesn’t work
very well because, you know, if you get
a vaccine, it doesn’t matter; you have
to put the same mask on, and you have
to behave exactly the same. When the
CDC rightly said “If you are vac-
cinated, take your mask off,”” it en-
couraged people to get vaccinated. Hey,
I want to take my mask off. Hey, I
want to live my life. I want to go back
to doing things that I like to do.

Let me point out one particularly ri-
diculous argument. This week, one of
the commentators on one of the news
networks said—I am paraphrasing here,
but I am paraphrasing pretty closely—
that anyone who isn’t vaccinated is ar-
rogant and rude and inconsiderate.

I want to point out how imbecilic
that argument is. So let’s go back to
this thing called science, which actu-
ally works. So here is the science: If
you have been vaccinated, the odds of
your getting COVID-19 are exception-
ally low. Depending on which vaccine
you got, the percentages vary but let’s
say on the order of 3 to 5 percent. Even
if you do get COVID-19, the odds of
your getting a serious case of COVID-
19, a case of COVID-19 resulting in hos-
pitalization or death, are extremely
low. This vaccine has been very, very
successful.

If you understand that basic fact,
then the next fact follows from it. If
someone is unvaccinated and has
COVID, they are little to no threat to
someone who is vaccinated. If you have
gotten your vaccine, you ought to be
fine. The odds are very low that you
are in jeopardy.

Now, could someone who is
unvaccinated give COVID to someone
else who is unvaccinated? Absolutely.
That is why we are encouraging people
to get vaccinated. But, you know what,
the person who is unvaccinated—it is
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their damn choice. We don’t have to be
a nanny state, making decisions for ev-
erybody else.

I have to tell you, in my family, my
dad didn’t want to get vaccinated. My
father, like the Presiding Officer right
now, is a pastor. My dad is 82.

When I got vaccinated, I called him
and said: Dad, I want you to get vac-
cinated.

He said: No, I don’t want to. I don’t
trust it. It is new. I don’t know. I don’t
want to.

I spent about a month trying to con-
vince my dad to get vaccinated. My fa-
ther can be pretty stubborn. I know
that is hard to believe. For those of
you who know my dad, you know ex-
actly that is the case.

But, ultimately, I told my dad—I
said: Look, you have been largely stay-
ing home during this pandemic. You
want to get out. You want to be
preaching in churches again. You want
to be traveling. You want to be with
people. Get the vaccine, and you will
have the freedom to go do that.

You know what. He did, and he did.
He is now back in the pulpit. He is
back preaching. He has freedom again.
That was his choice.

Why don’t Democrats believe in indi-
vidual choice anymore? Why do Demo-
crats believe they can abuse power?

And let me be clear. NANCY PELOSI is
telling someone who is an employee of
the House: If you are vaccinated and
you don’t wear your mask—she will ar-
rest you and throw you in jail.

How dare she? That is an abuse of
power. And I will tell you, the Amer-
ican people are watching this political
theater play out in Washington, and
they understand what is coming next.
They understand the same CDC that
said, even though there is no science to
back it up, even though there is no
data to back it up, because the teach-
ers union bosses want masks for every-
one in schools, we will decree it. They
understand the risk of what is coming
next 1is that authoritarian status
Democrats will order more shutdowns.
We will order businesses shut down. We
will order schools shut down. We will
order churches shut down.

As we look at the past year and a
half, few things are clearer than that
the shutdowns were a catastrophic mis-
take. The politicians who ordered the
shutdowns committed a catastrophic
mistake. They destroyed millions of
small businesses—restaurants, bars,
stores gone out of business.

You look at great cities like New
York City that became practically a
wasteland. You look at something like
Broadway. You think of all the actors
and actresses, all of the writers and
musicians, all of the sound and lighting
engineers, all the carpenters, everyone
who worked on Broadway—with a dic-
tatorial flick of a pen, their jobs were
destroyed. The American people are
watching Democrats and recognize
they are ready to do that again.

For people who go to church, we have
seen Democratic officeholders discrimi-
nate against churches and say: Wor-
shipping God in church is a public
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health menace. We have all seen the
hypocrisy of the so-called experts who
say: If you go outside and march and
chant ‘“‘Black lives matter,” zero risk
of COVID transmission. Perfectly safe.
If you go to church and sing ‘‘Halle-
lujah,” oh my God, everyone is going
to die. People understand the hypoc-
risy of that.

This virus isn’t political. I recognize
perhaps you could tongue-in-cheek
make an argument that since it origi-
nated in Wuhan, China, maybe it is a
Communist. But the last I checked, vi-
ruses don’t have political views. Do
you know who does have political
views? Politicians who are interested
in their own power and want to convey
a narrative regardless of the facts.

What Speaker PELOSI is doing is
wrong. What the CDC is doing—cor-
rupting science with politics—is wrong.
And it is time for the U.S. Senate and
the U.S. House to stand on the side of
the American people, to stand on the
side of freedom, and to say: It is your
choice to go to work, to go to school,
to go to church, to live your life free of
Lord Acton’s abuse of absolute power.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, as we have
undertaken this conversation, I can’t
help but reflect on the fact that we are
here in a representative body. We are
here in order to have an exchange of
ideas. We are here to engage in polit-
ical speech, not the kind of political
speech that people think of when they
think of the word ‘‘politics,”” where
they think of something necessarily
unpleasant. You know, when people
hear the word ‘‘political’’ or ‘‘politics,”
they think of the two great roots of the
word ‘‘politics.” You have poly, which
means many; and ticks, which are
blood-sucking parasites. And they as-
sume if it is political, it is unpleasant.

But I am using the word ‘‘political”
here in a different sense, the sense that
refers to the body politic. It refers to
the fact that we are doing the people’s
business. The exchange of information,
of ideas is essential to everything we
do.

Then it occurs to me that the mask
discussion does carry a deeper meaning
here, a deeper meaning that takes into
account the fact that when we commu-
nicate—sometimes with words, some-
times without words, sometimes in
print, sometimes with the spoken
word, sometimes without any words at
all—we are engaging in activity that is
protected by the First Amendment.

Now, this is important to note in a
wide swath of areas. It is important for
how we worship or decline to do the
same. It is important in how we ex-
press our viewpoints in our news, in
our entertainment, media. In every as-
pect of our lives, it is important.

It is regarded as especially important
in a body politic that people be able to
express their feelings about govern-
ment and about the role of govern-
ment. It is also especially important
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here that people be able to speak and
otherwise communicate in a way that
is clear and unvarnished, unfiltered.

In fact, we go so far even as to pro-
tect Members of Congress from liabil-
ity in what they would say on the floor
of the Senate or the House of Rep-
resentatives. We do that because we
feel that a full, frank, informed discus-
sion is important. We don’t want Mem-
bers being threatened with some sort of
action, civil or criminal, based on
things that they would utter here.

So freedom of speech is important for
all citizens. It is also important to
make sure that that freedom of speech
is protected here.

It occurs to me that with the ques-
tion of masks, the decision whether to
wear a mask is not only deeply per-
sonal, but it is also, in this context,
quite arguably expressive. Even before
you utter a single word and regardless
of whether you utter a single word, in
many respects, your decision to wear a
mask or not wear a mask is, itself, a
form of expression. And as a form of
suppression, it is protected.

In a long line of cases, the Supreme
Court of the United States has identi-
fied conduct that is expressive and
therefore protected by the First
Amendment, notwithstanding the fact
that it doesn’t necessarily involve
words.

When you merge that with another
line of analysis under First Amend-
ment jurisprudence, we remember the
fact that it is a problem whenever gov-
ernment suppresses speech in one way
or another. It is especially problematic
when the government tries to compel
speech. When the government tries to
direct an individual that he or she
must utter certain words in order to be
compliant with the dictates of the gov-
ernment, that implicates the com-
pelled speech doctrine, and the com-
pelled speech doctrine is an especially
rigid one. It is an especially rigid one
with very good reason.

You don’t want to force people to say
stuff. That is the not government’s
role. That is the whole idea behind the
First Amendment, is that the govern-
ment needs to stay out of our
headspace. It needs to stay out of
where we worship; it needs to stay out
of our relationship with God; it needs
to stay out of printing presses; and it
needs to stay out of what we say.

Sometimes what we say can consist
of things that don’t even involve
words, something as simple as whether
or not to wear a mask. In addition to
all of the other public policy reasons,
in addition to all the problems with
having a CDC issuing these sweeping
mandates and edicts without bothering
to back up those edicts with scientific
justification—even after months and
months of receiving inquiries from
Members of the U.S. Senate that they
do so—separate and apart from all of
those issues, I think it is important for
us to look at the speech element, the
expressive conduct that is inherent in
whether or not you wear a mask, and
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whether or not by compelling people to
wear a mask, you are compelling peo-
ple to engage in state-sponsored
speech. You are telling them that they
must send a message, a message with
which they may well disagree.

Now, if I am wrong on this, if this is
strictly a medical issue, then it will be
backed up by scientific medical evi-
dence. That is the nature of the prob-
lem that I have with the CDC’s man-
date, its ever-fluctuating mandate, its
mandate that, as recently as a few days
ago, flip-flopped yet again. If, in fact,
it were medical and scientific, it would
be backed up as such, but it is not.

This is a form of compelled speech,
not as we traditionally understand it
because compelled speech usually in-
volves the utterance of specific words.
But we know that speech can be pro-
tected, even if it doesn’t involve words,
if it is a type of expressive conduct,
which wearing a mask is, especially if
as here. We don’t have scientific evi-
dence making it a medical issue.

So I would ask the Speaker of the
House: Are you really going to arrest
people for not saying what you want
them to say? That is not OK. If it
would never be OK for you to arrest
people for not saying words that you
have prescribed for them, why is it OK
for you to compel them to engage in
expressive conduct now amounting to
speech? It is not.

Make no mistake, this isn’t medical.
This isn’t scientific. If it were, we
would have evidence of such. We don’t.

In light of that, separate and apart
from all the other problems—problems
that inhere in our form of government,
problems that inhere in the fact we do,
in fact, have three distinct branches of
our Federal Government, that most
laws are not Federal laws to begin
with. Most laws originate in the States
and in the localities. Most laws are not
Federal, and they should never be.

But for those things that should be
Federal laws, we have got one and only
one branch of government that makes
laws. It is no coincidence that the very
first clause of the very first section of
the very first article of the Constitu-
tion provides:

All legislative Powers herein granted shall
be vested in a Congress of the United States,
which shall consist of a Senate and a House
of Representatives.

Article I, section 7 then goes on to
outline the formula contemplated in
article I, section 1. In article I, section
7, it says that you can’t make a law
under our form of government—at least
not a Federal law—without passage in
the House of Representatives and pas-
sage in the Senate and presentment to
the President of the United States.

In many respects, these recommenda-
tions issued by the CDC end up car-
rying the force of generally applicable
Federal law. That is wrong. And in
many, many respects, that is on us. We
have done a horrible job over the last
few years—I would say over the last
few decades—I would say over the last
80, 85 years, really. I won’t lay the
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blame entirely at the feet of either
party. In fact, this has happened under
the control of different parties. It has
happened with Senates and Houses of
Representatives and White Houses of
every conceivable partisan combina-
tion. We have seen the de facto out-
sourcing of our lawmaking authority
to unelected, unidentifiable bureau-
crats; men and women who, while well-
educated, well-intentioned, hard-work-
ing, and highly specialized, don’t work
for the people. They don’t work for
you. You do not have the ability to
elect them or unelect them.

You don’t have the authority to re-
place them. That is why it is so dan-
gerous for us to give them this sweep-
ing authority. And even where they
don’t technically have authority that
extends very far—and in this case, it is
far too far, as evidenced by the fact
that anytime you get on an airplane or
other mode of public transportation,
you are told that, under penalty of
Federal law, you must wear a mask.

But I would ask, where is the act of
Congress providing that? In what year
did the Congress of the United States
pass through the House and through
the Senate and submit to the President
of the United States for signature or
veto a law stating that you must wear
a mask on a plane or a train or a bus
or in a bus depot or in a train station
or in an airport under penalty of Fed-
eral law? There is no such law. You
will not find it.

Now, you will find some other stuff
in which we delegated far too much au-
thority and given broad authority to
the executive branch—to people like
the CDC—to issue regulations. But as a
matter of proper form, whenever they
exercise that power, it is not appro-
priate for that to take effect by itself.
It is not really a law in the constitu-
tional sense of the word unless Con-
gress has enacted it.

We have given them far too much
power anyway. That is on us. We
shouldn’t do that. That is why I have
been calling for years for reforms to
this; why I have been calling for years
for reforms, including but not limited
to the REINS Act, which would require
for any economically significant Fed-
eral regulation, before it takes effect,
it must be passed by both Houses of
Congress and presented to the Presi-
dent for signature or veto. It is why I
have introduced the Global Trade Ac-
countability Act, which would do for
trade policy what the REINS Act does
for regulatory policy. It is why we need
to reform so many aspects of our laws,
where we, as a practical matter, made
the unelected and the unaccountable
the supreme lawgivers, the lawmakers,
law interpreters, and law enforcers.

This is not just something that can
lead to tyranny; it is the very defini-
tion of tyranny, as every signer of the
U.S. Constitution understood well. It is
why they went to great lengths to sep-
arate out these three branches of gov-
ernment.

In addition to those problems with
these edicts not based on science or
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medicine but based on political consid-
erations that are ever-changing—it is
why they are so sweeping. It is why
they are so troubling.

But they are maybe even more trou-
bling, still, for the additional constitu-
tional reason that, at the end of the
day, to whatever degree these are not
rooted in medical science and fact—
which I believe they are not or at least
the CDC hasn’t established as much,
and they really do amount to some-
thing compelling expressive conduct,
the suppression of an official orthodoxy
mandated by the government—we
shouldn’t accept this. We shouldn’t ac-
cept any affirmative legal obligation
placed on those we represent, to whom
and for whose been we have sworn an
oath to uphold, protect, and defend the
Constitution of the United States,
which requires us to make any law we
force on the American people. We have
an obligation to them, a solemn obliga-
tion to make sure they are not subject
to laws made by those not of their own
choosing.

It is these very features that James
Madison had in mind when he authored
Federalist No. 62. When he wrote, and I
am paraphrasing a little bit here: It
will be of little benefit to the American
people that their laws may be written
by men of their own choosing if those
laws be so voluminous, complex, and
ever-changing, if they can’t reasonably
understand what the law means and
predict what it will say from one day
to the next.

Today—this week even—we have seen
the law be so unpredictable and ever-
changing, that we can’t expect what
the law says from one day to another.
But even worse, contrary to what
Madison assumed would always be the
case because the Constitution required
it, the laws aren’t even being written
by men and women of our own choosing
but instead by unelected, unaccount-
able bureaucrats who, despite how
well-educated, well-intentioned, hard-
working, and highly-specialized they
may be, don’t work for you, nor do
they have authority under this docu-
ment, to which we have all sworn an
oath, to make laws.

That is our power. Shame on us if we
relinquish to them the power that only
we can exercise, that is, itself, nondele-
gable. Shame on us, further, if we allow
those same people who, lacking the au-
thority to legislate in the first in-
stance, then transgress another affirm-
ative constitutional command by com-
pelling compliance with official gov-
ernment-mandated orthodoxy.

This cannot be. This cannot stand. I
will not stand for it, and I will con-
tinue to draw attention to this issue
until we have resolved the problem.

Thank you.
I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. HEINRICH. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session to consider the following
nominations: Calendar Nos. 273, 274,
275, 276, 277, 278, 279, 280, 281, 282, 283,
284, 285, 286, 287, 288, 289, 290, 291, 292,
and all nominees on the Secretary’s
desk in the Air Force, Army, Foreign
Service, Marine Corps, Navy, and Space
Force; that the nominations be con-
firmed en bloc; that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate; that no further motions
be in order to any of the nominations;
and that the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows:

IN THE ARMY

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Lt. Gen. Paul T. Calvert

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. Donna W. Martin
IN THE NAVY

The following named officer for appoint-
ment as Judge Advocate General of the Navy
and appointment to the grade indicated
while assigned to a position of importance
and responsibility under title 10, U.S.C., sec-
tions 601 and 8088:

To be vice admiral
Rear Adm. Darse E. Crandall, Jr.

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:

to be vice admiral
Rear Adm. Daniel W. Dwyer
IN THE AIR FORCE

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated while assigned to a position
of importance and responsibility under title
10, U.S.C., section 601:

To be general
Lt. Gen. Anthony J. Cotton
IN THE MARINE CORPS

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Marine Corps to
the grade indicated while assigned to a posi-
tion of importance and responsibility under
title 10, U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. Christopher J. Mahoney

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Marine Corps to
the grade indicated while assigned to a posi-
tion of importance and responsibility under
title 10, U.S.C. section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen Stephen D. Sklenka
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IN THE AIR FORCE
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated while assigned to a position
of importance and responsibility under title
10 U.S.C., section 601:
To be general
Lt. Gen. Michael A. Minihan
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated while assigned to a position
of importance and responsibility under title
10, U.S.C., section 601:
To be lieutenant general
Lt. Gen. Kevin B. Schneider
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated while assigned to a position
of importance and responsibility under title
10, U.S.C., Section 601:
To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. Tom D. Miller
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated while assigned to a position
of importance and responsibility under title
10, U.S.C., Section 601:
To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. James A. Jacobson
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated while assigned to a position
of importance and responsibility under title
10, U.S.C., section 601:
To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. Mark E. Weatherington
IN THE ARMY
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:
Maj. Gen. Antonio M. Fletcher

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 624:

To be major general

Gregory K. Anderson
Milford H. Beagle, Jr.
Mark S. Bennett
Gregory J. Brady
Edmond M. Brown
Timothy D. Brown
Curtis A. Buzzard
Robert M. Collins
Kimberly M. Colloton
Johnny K. Davis
Thomas R. Drew
Christopher L. Eubank
Marcus S. Evans
Brian W. Gibson
Thomas L. James
John V. Meyer, III
Duane R. Miller
Antonio V. Munera
John L. Rafferty, Jr.
Joshua M. Rudd
Joseph A. Ryan
Michelle A. Schmidt
James M. Smith
Brett G. Sylvia
William D. Taylor
William L. Thigpen
Matthew J. Vanwagenen
Brig. Gen. Joel B. Vowell
Brig. Gen. Todd R. Wasmund
The following named Army National Guard
of the United States officer for appointment
in the Reserve of the Army in the grade indi-
cated under title 10, U.S.C., sections 12203
and 12211:

Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.

Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.
Brig.

To be brigadier general
Col. Derek N. Lipson
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IN THE MARINE CORPS
The following named officer for appoint-
ment as Assistant Commandant of the Ma-
rine Corps and appointment to the grade in-
dicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., sections 601 and 8044:
To be general
Lt. Gen. Eric M. Smith
IN THE NAVY
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:
To be admiral
Vice Adm. Daryl L. Caudle
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:
To be vice admiral
Vice Adm. James W. Kilby
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:
To be vice admiral

Rear Adm. Frank D. Whitworth, IIT
IN THE SPACE FORCE

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Space Force to
the grade indicated while assigned to a posi-
tion of importance and responsibility under
title 10, U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. Michael A. Guetlein
NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S
DESK
IN THE AIR FORCE

PN824 ATR FORCE nominations (529) begin-
ning MACMILLAN M. ACHU, and ending
ZACHARY L. ZORN, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN825 AIR FORCE nominations (173) begin-
ning VINCENT P. ADAMO, and ending
STEPHANY S. ZARIFA EWERS, which
nominations were received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of July
13, 2021.

PN826 AIR FORCE nominations (170) begin-
ning JOHN K. AHN, and ending CRAIG M.
ZINCK, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN827 AIR FORCE nominations (165) begin-
ning JONATHAN V. ABUEG, and ending
AXEL A. ZENGOTITA, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN828 AIR FORCE nominations (38) begin-
ning KURT C. ANTONIO, and ending
KARRIE E. WRAY, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN829 AIR FORCE nominations (59) begin-
ning LORREN D. ANDERSON, and ending
LEAH M. WILLIAMS, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN830 AIR FORCE nomination of Kjall
Gopaul, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
July 18, 2021.

PN879 AIR FORCE nomination of Gavin N.
Unverfehrt, which was received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of July 15, 2021.

IN THE ARMY

PN831 ARMY nominations (28) beginning

ANDREA C. ALICEA, and ending
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GIOVANNY F. ZALAMAR, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of July
13, 2021.

PN832 ARMY nominations (143) beginning
ERIC B. ABDUL, and ending CAMERON S.
WOLTERSTORFF, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN833 ARMY nominations (33) beginning
PETER P. ALERIA, and ending DO016099,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of July 13, 2021.

PN834 ARMY nominations (72) beginning
TRENTON G. ADAMS, and ending AMANDA
J. ZELNICK, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN835 ARMY nominations (295) beginning
SAIRA AHMED, and ending ANTONIO B.
ZIHERL, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN838 ARMY nomination of Sean B. Baker,
which was received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of July
13, 2021.

PN839 ARMY nomination of Nina A.
McCoy, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
July 13, 2021.

PN840 ARMY nomination of Aaron T. Hill,
Jr., which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of July
13, 2021.

PN841 ARMY nomination of Alexander L.
Ailer, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of July
13, 2021.

PN842 ARMY nomination of Neil J. Myres,
which was received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of July
13, 2021.

PN843 ARMY nomination of Melissa M.
Joy, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of July
13, 2021.

PN844 ARMY nomination of Jeffrey C.
Schwab, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
July 13, 2021.

PN880 ARMY nomination of Bonnie L.
Riportella, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
July 15, 2021.

PN881 ARMY nomination of Winston S.
Williams, Jr., which was received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of July 15, 2021.

IN THE FOREIGN SERVICE

PN359 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations (2)
beginning Jeanne Frances Bailey, and ending
Bruce J. Zanin, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of April 13, 2021.

PN477 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations (2)
beginning Russell Anthony Duncan, and end-
ing Mark Clayton Prescott, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of April
27, 2021.

PN478 FOREIGN SERVICE nomination of
Marc Clayton Gilkey, which was received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of April 27, 2021.

PN479 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations (4)
beginning Susannah Holmes, and ending
Aaron Rodgers, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of April 27, 2021.

PN724 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations
(41) beginning Gabriel J. Allison, and ending
Amanda M. Zeidan, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of June 22, 2021.

PN727 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations
(14) beginning Wade C. Martin, and ending
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Fernando Ospina, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of June 22, 2021.

IN THE MARINE CORPS

PN845 MARINE CORPS nomination of
Ryan M. Oleksy, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of July 13, 2021.

PN846 MARINE CORPS nomination of Jus-
tin D. Amthor, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of July 13, 2021.

PN847 MARINE CORPS nomination of
Rory L. Aldridge, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of July 13, 2021.

PN848 MARINE CORPS nomination of
Brian D. Turner, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of July 13, 2021.

PN882 MARINE CORPS nomination of
Jared K. Stone, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of July 15, 2021.

PN883 MARINE CORPS nomination of Jus-
tin K. Sing, which was received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of July 15, 2021.

IN THE NAVY

PN849 NAVY nominations (2) beginning
ADAM M. KLEIN, and ending ROBERT A.
PETRICK, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN850 NAVY nominations (2) beginning
JEFFREY D. PIZANTI, and ending THOMAS
E. WILLIAMS, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN851 NAVY nominations (3) beginning
ANDREW P. BREKSA, III, and ending MAT-
THEW C. WARD, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN852 NAVY nominations (4) beginning
JEFFREY BENNINGTON, and ending CAR-
MEN N. EHRET, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN853 NAVY nominations (2) beginning
KATHRYN M. BALL, and ending ANDREA
H. FRANKS, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN854 NAVY nominations (12) beginning
HEIDI E. COCHRAN, and ending JOHN T.
ZABLOCKI, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN855 NAVY nominations (2) beginning
ANDREW R. KOTILA, and ending LEONARD
K. PAYNE, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN856 NAVY nominations (2) beginning
DUSTIN A. ELLIS, and ending LAURA A.
PRICE, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN857 NAVY nomination of Chantal J.
Bhan, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of July
13, 2021.

PN858 NAVY nominations (3) beginning
KENNETH HELMAN, and ending ERIN E.
MEEHAN, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN859 NAVY nomination of Andrew T.
Rucker, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
July 13, 2021.

PN860 NAVY nomination of VJ Omundson,
which was received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of July
13, 2021.

PN861 NAVY nominations (87) beginning
MATTHEW K. AHLERS, and ending
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GRETCHEN L. WOODARD, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of July
13, 2021.

PN862 NAVY nominations (2) beginning
DESERINE S. PRICEJORDAN, and ending
KELLY A. VARONFAKIS, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of July
13, 2021.

PN863 NAVY nominations (3) beginning
ADAM S. BASHAW, and ending SONJA M.
M. LOHMEYER, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN864 NAVY nominations (7) beginning
CARMELITA S. FLEMING, and ending
CRAIG R. SCHOENE, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN865 NAVY nomination of James E. Cole-
man, Jr., which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
July 13, 2021.

PN866 NAVY nomination of Theodore M.
Menke, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
July 13, 2021.

PN867 NAVY nominations (10) beginning
EDWIN J. DUCAYET, and ending KIPP T.
TEAMEY, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of July 13, 2021.

PN884 NAVY nomination of Kerri R. Fuhs,
which was received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of July
15, 2021.

PN885 NAVY nomination of Jesse D. King,
which was received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of July
15, 2021.

PN886 NAVY nominations (2) beginning
RANDALL G. HODO, and ending GAVIN A.
SANJUME, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of July 15, 2021.

PN887 NAVY nominations (2) beginning
DAVID W. DAVIS, II, and ending JONA-
THAN K. MARKRICH, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of July 15, 2021.

PN888 NAVY nominations (7) beginning
GLENN M. EBERHART, and ending STEVEN
J. PETRACEK, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of July 15, 2021.

PN889 NAVY nominations (21) beginning
SCOTT A. ASAKEVICH, and ending
DANIELLE J. WILHELM, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of July
15, 2021.

PN890 NAVY nominations (4) beginning
JEFFREY BENSON, and ending ELMER F.
RILEY, III, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of July 15, 2021.

PN891 NAVY nominations (8) beginning
ROBERT J. ALWINE, II, and ending
DARREN S. WALL, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of July 15, 2021.

PN892 NAVY nominations (6) beginning
JULIA L. AZURIN, and ending
MARYELLEN V. WETMORE, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of July
15, 2021.

PN893 NAVY nominations (9) beginning
RYAN A. BAUM, and ending DAWN L.
WYNN, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of July 15, 2021.

PN894 NAVY nominations (8) beginning
BERNARD H. HOFMANN, and ending HOI S.
WONG, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of July 15, 2021.
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IN THE SPACE FORCE
PN895 SPACE FORCE nomination of John
P. Smail, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
July 15, 2021.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. HEINRICH. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate consider the fol-
lowing nominations en bloc: Calendar
Nos. 163 and 164; that the Senate vote
on the nominations en bloc without in-
tervening action or debate; that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate; that any
statements related to the nominations
be printed in the Record; and that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nominations of Frank A. Rose,
of Massachusetts, to be Principal Dep-
uty Administrator, National Nuclear
Security Administration; and Deborah
G. Rosenblum, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Defense.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the nominations
en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Rose and Rosenblum
nominations, en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

NATIONAL WHISTLEBLOWER
APPRECIATION DAY

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the attached
speech, which I delivered in honor of
National Whistleblower Appreciation
Day, be printed in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

NATIONAL WHISTLEBLOWER APPRECIATION DAY
JULY 29, 2021

BEach year on July 30th, we take time to
celebrate whistleblowers and the important
role they play in keeping our government
transparent and accountable.

But as you folks know, the task of sup-
porting whistleblowers doesn’t start and stop
on July 30th.
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It’s a year round job.

And here in the Congress, it’s something
we’ve been working at for decades.

When I first came to Washington in the
1970s, many of the whistleblower laws we
take for granted today didn’t exist at all.

Anybody who dared to blow the whistle
back then was about as welcome as a skunk
at a picnic.

Of course the real skunks were usually
there among the crowd trying to build a
scare, chase the whistleblower away, and de-
stroy their reputation.

That’s still true today.

But now it’s a lot harder for those people
to get off the hook.

That’s because whistleblowers today have
a lot more protections than they did years
ago, and they have important advocates in
their corner, such as the IG community, who
are there to support them.

And when they don’t, I call them out for it.

You may have heard that I recently rec-
ommended that President Biden fire FHFA
IG Laura Wertheimer.

Last month, the IG decided to resign effec-
tive July 31st.

It’s unusual for me to ask the President to
fire an IG. In fact, you may recall that in
past years, I've written letters to Presidents
Obama and Trump when they fired IGs with-
out providing reasons to Congress as re-
quired by law.

But this was a clear cut case.

I started investigating IG Wertheimer
years ago.

Whistleblowers were the ones who first
brought concerns about the IG to my atten-
tion.

They said she was abusing her staff, mak-
ing fun of them for things like their weight
and medical disabilities.

She was even retaliating against some of
the whistleblowers who spoke to my office.

After I saw just how bad things were, I
asked the Inspector General Community’s
Integrity Committee to conduct their own
investigation.

They validated many of the whistle-
blowers’ claims and called for her to be re-
moved.

Earlier this month, there was concern that
the IG’s Chief Counsel, who was found to
have obstructed the Integrity Committee’s
investigation and was recommended for dis-
ciplinary action, could become the new Act-
ing IG.

So I wrote to President Biden, urging him
to appoint a qualified individual for the Act-
ing IG position and swiftly nominate a per-
manent replacement who will respect their
staff and protect whistleblowers the way
they are supposed to as an IG, instead of re-
taliating against them.

My ongoing work to support whistle-
blowers also involves new legislation.

One bill that we passed recently involves
the Commodity Futures Trading Commission
Whistleblower Program.

Since that program was created, whistle-
blowers in the commodities industry have
been coming forward in unprecedented num-
bers to report fraud and abuse.

We reached a point within the last year
where the upcoming awards were so large,
the fund was in danger of not having enough
cash on-hand to pay whistleblower office
staff.

My CFTC Fund Management Act, which
passed the Congress in June, now allows the
Commission to set aside money in a separate
account to ensure that staff are paid and this
highly successful whistleblower office can re-
main open.

I also have several other bipartisan whis-
tleblower bills I intend to pass this congress.

I'm working on legislation that will
strengthen incentives and protections for
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whistleblowers who report potential money
laundering, as well as whistleblower protec-
tions for FBI employees.

And I have bills to further strengthen the
False Claims Act and Program Fraud Civil
Remedies Act.

So, as much as we’ve accomplished to-
gether, there’s still more to be done.

In closing, I want to thank you all for the
role you play in bringing attention to whis-
tleblower issues and advocating on behalf of
whistleblowers.

Your service in support of whistleblower
issues is a service to our country and all the
ideals of good government that I've spent my
career working to promote.

So please go forward and continue doing
the good work that you’ve been doing all
along.

Together, let’s make sure the whistle-
blower laws and protections we have in place
next year and the year after are even strong-
er than the ones we have in place today.

Thank you.

———

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, were
I present during the vote today on H.R.
3237, as amended, I would have vote
yea.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO RICK SHANKLIN

e Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, July 31,
2021, marks the retirement of Rick
Shanklin, whose remarkable career
with the National Weather Service
spans several decades.

Though Rick hails from a small
farming community near Hopkinsville
in Christian County, most of his career
has been spent at the NWS office in Pa-
ducah, KY, where he was the warning
coordination meteorologist.

He has served at all three National
Weather Service operations in Ken-
tucky, has been a forecaster, worked
with countless tornado drills and na-
tional assessment teams, and pursued
his passion for operational readiness
and public severe weather prepared-
ness, earning many honors along the
way from the Department of Com-
merce, various Governors throughout
the region, and the Commonwealth of

Kentucky’s Division of Emergency
Management.
Rick is also credited with cham-

pioning the development of Kentucky’s
“Mesonet,” a network of over 70 auto-
mated weather monitoring stations,
hosted by Western Kentucky Univer-
sity, that is a model for other States.

It turns out that Rick is something
of a celebrity among those who share
his passion for the science and tech-
nology of predicting and preparing for
the very dynamic weather conditions
of the Commonwealth. His fans, local
leaders, and county emergency man-
agers will miss his regular updates and
his steady, thorough engagement dur-
ing critical weather events.

Most importantly, it would be dif-
ficult to calculate the lives saved and
property losses mitigated by the work
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that Rick has performed during his ca-
reer. I am proud to recognize him for
his considerable contribution to the
safety of Kentuckians and to families
throughout the region.e

——

RECOGNIZING THREE BOYS FARM
DISTILLERY

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, as ranking
member of the Senate Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship,
each week I recognize an outstanding
Kentucky small business that exempli-
fies the American entrepreneurial spir-
it. This week, it is my privilege to rec-
ognize Three Boys Farm Distillery in
Graefenburg, KY, as the Senate Small
Business of the Week.

In 2011, Ross and Heather Caldwell
moved their family from Colorado to
Kentucky, and quickly pursued their
dream of opening a distillery. Before
moving to Kentucky, Ross and Heather
purchased a 122-acre farm providing
them a space to open a distillery, and
have remaining land to graze cattle
and grow corn for use in their single
barrel bourbon and whiskey. Like
many small business owners, the jour-
ney to open their business was no easy
task, as Ross and Heather navigated
redtape and burdensome regulations
before getting their business off the
ground. After many hurdles, Three
Boys Farm Distillery opened its doors
in 2013, named in tribute to the
Caldwells’ triplets: Patrick, Andrew,
and Ethan. Over the years, family has
remained the foundation of this small
business with Ross serving as master
distiller, but growth has led to hiring
nine additional employees, including
another master distiller.

Today, Three Boys Farm Distillery is
renowned for its bourbon and rye whis-
key. Their products are sold through-
out the United States and have drawn
praise nationwide. The distillery’s
bourbon and whiskey tastings are a hit
among Kentuckians and tour groups
alike, drawing visitors from around the
United States and abroad. Uniquely,
Three Boys Farm Distillery allows
guests to sample and bottle their own
whiskey and bourbon straight from the
barrel. Over the years, Three Boys
Farm Distillery has also become a pop-
ular event venue for weddings and fam-
ily reunions. Additionally, the dis-
tillery supports other local artisans
and small businesses by selling their
goods at the distillery’s on-site gift
shop.

Like many small businesses, Three
Boys Farm Distillery was faced with
challenges caused by the coronavirus
pandemic but overcame them by adapt-
ing their business model throughout
the ever-changing government regula-
tions. The distillery expanded their
shipping operations to provide long-
time consumers access to their prod-
ucts and relied on the recommenda-
tions from their loyal customers to
grow their customer base when dis-
tillery tours and tastings were prohib-
ited. Furthermore, Three Boys Farm
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Distillery expanded its bottling oper-
ations to assist outside companies bot-
tle and label their products for sale.
While expanding the distillery’s oper-
ations helped Three Boys Farm Dis-
tillery stay afloat during the pan-
demic, longtime friend of the
Caldwells, Walter Zausch, a University
of Kentucky alum, provided additional
assistance by investing in the business
and becoming a majority owner. Re-
bounding from the pandemic, this sum-
mer, Three Boys Farm Distillery began
hosting live concerts featuring local
artists and continues to provide Ken-
tuckians with a place to relax, build
community, and enjoy a glass of bour-
bon with friends.

Three Boys Farm Distillery is a re-
markable example of the resilience and
adaptability of locally owned small
businesses. Small businesses, like
Three Boys Farm Distillery, form the
heart of towns across Kentucky and
play a critical role in Kentucky’s bour-
bon and whiskey industry. Congratula-
tions to Ross, Heather, Walter, and the
entire team at Three Boys Farm Dis-
tillery. I wish them the best of luck,
and I look forward to watching their
continued growth and success in Ken-
tucky.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Roberts, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 1:33 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 4346. An act making appropriations
for Legislative Branch for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2022, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 4373. An act making appropriations
for the Department of State, foreign oper-
ations, and related programs for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2022, and for other
purposes.

At 5:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to
the amendment of the Senate to the
bill (H.R. 3237) making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2021, and for
other purposes.
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MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 4346. An act making appropriations
for Legislative Branch for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2022, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Appropriations.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-1538. A communication from the Pro-
gram Specialist, Office of the Comptroller of
the Currency, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Regulatory Capital Rule:
Emergency Capital Investment Program’
(RIN1557-AF09) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on July 21, 2021; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-1539. A communication from the Sanc-
tions Regulations Advisor, Office of Foreign
Assets Control, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘International Criminal
Court-Related Sanctions Regulations’” (31
CFR Part 520) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on July 20, 2021; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-1540. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Board of Governors, Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the Board’s semiannual Monetary Policy Re-
port to Congress; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1541. A communication from the Senior
Counsel, Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer
Financial Protection, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘““Role of Supervisory Guidance” (RIN3170-
ABO02) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on July 26, 2021; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

EC-1542. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to Bu-
rundi that was declared in Executive Order
13712 of November 22, 2015; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1543. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Board of Governors, Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting, pursuant to law,
a report entitled ‘‘Report to the Congress on
the Profitability of Credit Card Operations of
Depository Institutions’; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1544. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for Legislation and
Regulations, Office of Housing-Federal Hous-
ing Commissioner, Department of Housing
and Urban Development, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Manufactured Home Construction and Safe-
ty Standards; Delay of Effective Date”
(RIN2502-AJ49) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on July 26, 2021; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-1545. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to the
Central African Republic that was declared
in Executive Order 13667 of May 12, 2014; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.
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EC-1546. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to per-
sons who commit, threaten to commit , or
support terrorism declared in Executive
Order 13224 of September 23, 2001; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-1547. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to
Ukraine that was originally declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13660 of March 6, 2014; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-1548. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to
South Sudan that was declared in Executive
Order 13664 of April 3, 2014; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1549. A communication from the Senior
Congressional Liaison, Office of Legislative
Affairs, Bureau of Consumer Financial Pro-
tection, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
2021 annual report relative to the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1550. A communication from the Senior
Congressional Liaison, Legislative Affairs,
Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘Consumer Response Annual Report’ ;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-1551. A communication from the Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer, Securities
Investor Protection Corporation, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Order Approving the Determination
of the Board of Directors of the Securities
Investor Protection Corporation not to Ad-
just for Inflation the Standard Maximum
Cash Advance Amount and Notice of the
Standard Maximum Cash Advance Amount’’
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 26, 2021; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1552. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Legal Processing Division, Inter-
nal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Announcement and
Report Concerning Advance Pricing Agree-
ments’” (Announcement 2021-6) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
July 26, 2021; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-1553. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘““Medicare Program; Secure Electronic Prior
Authorization For Medicare Part D Pro-
gram; Delay in Effective Date’ (RIN0938-
AT94) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on July 26, 2021; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-1554. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Medicare and Medicaid Programs; Organ
Procurement Organization Conditions for
Coverage: Revisions to the Outcome Measure
Requirements for Organ Procurement Orga-
nizations; Public Comment Period; Delay of
Effective Date” (RIN0938-AU02) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
July 26, 2021; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-1555. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Legal Processing Division, Inter-
nal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
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report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revenue Procedure
2021-4’ (Rev. Proc. 2021-4) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July
26, 2021; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-1556. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Legal Processing Division, Inter-
nal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Extension of Relief
for Qualified Opportunity Funds and Inves-
tors Affected by Ongoing Coronavirus Dis-
ease 2019 Pandemic” (Notice 2021-10) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on July 26, 2021; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

EC-1557. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Legal Processing Division, Inter-
nal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Excise Taxes;
Transportation of Persons by Air; Transpor-
tation of Property by Air; Aircraft Manage-
ment Services” (RIN1545-BP37) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
July 26, 2021; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-1558. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Legal Processing Division, Inter-
nal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revenue Procedure
2021-12”° (Rev. Proc. 2021-12) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on July
26, 2021; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-1559. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Legal Processing Division, Inter-
nal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“Guidance on the
Employee Retention Credit under the
CARES Act for the First and Second Cal-
endar Quarters of 2021’ (Notice 2021-23) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 26, 2021; to the Committee on
Finance.

EC-1560. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Legal Processing Division, Inter-
nal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Guidance on the
Employee Retention Credit under Section
2301 of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Eco-
nomic Security Act” (Notice 2021-20) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 26, 2021; to the Committee on
Finance.

EC-1561. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Section 199A Rules
for Cooperatives and their Patrons”
(RIN1545-B090) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on July 26, 2021; to
the Committee on Finance.

EC-1562. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Legal Processing Division, Inter-
nal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revenue Procedure
2021-3” (Rev. Proc. 2021-3) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July
26, 2021; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-1563. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Legal Processing Division, Inter-
nal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘““Tax on Excess Tax-
Exempt Organization Executive Compensa-
tion” (RIN1545-B099) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on July 26,
2021; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-1564. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Legal Processing Division, Inter-
nal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Credit for Carbon
Oxide Sequestration” (RIN1545-BP42) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
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Senate on July 26, 2021; to the Committee on
Finance .

EC-1565. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Guidance under
Section 1061 (RIN1545-B081) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on July
26, 2021; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-1566. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Legal Processing Division, Inter-
nal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Deduction for For-
eign-Derived Intangible Income and Global
Intangible Low-Taxed Income” (RIN1545-
BO55) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on July 26, 2021; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-1567. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, an annual report
on the Child Support Program for fiscal year
2017; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-1568. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Legal Processing Division, Inter-
nal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Guidance on Pas-
sive Foreign Investment Companies”
(RIN1545-B0O59) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on July 26, 2021; to
the Committee on Finance.

EC-1569. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Legal Processing Division, Inter-
nal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Denial of Deduc-
tion for Certain Fines, Penalties, and Other
Amounts; Related Information Reporting
Requirements’ (RIN15645-B0O67) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
July 26, 2021; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-1570. A communication from the Chief
of the Legal Processing Division, Internal
Revenue Service, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Additional Guidance
Regarding Limitation on Deduction for Busi-
ness Interest Expense” (RIN1545-BP73) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 26, 2021; to the Committee on
Finance.

EC-1571. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended,
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other
than treaties (List 2021-0010 - 2021-0020); to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-1572. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended,
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other
than treaties (List 2021-0001 - 2021-0009); to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-1573. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to sig-
nificant malicious cyber-enabled activities
that was declared in Executive Order 13694 of
April 1, 2015; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

EC-1574. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to section 1705(e)(6) of the Cuban Democ-
racy Act of 1992, as amended by Section
102(g) of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic
Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996, a semi-
annual report relative to telecommuni-
cations-related payments made to Cuba dur-
ing the period from July 1, 2020 through De-
cember 31, 2020; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and
Mr. MENENDEZ):

S. 2528. A Dbill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to provide a penalty for assault
against journalists, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MENENDEZ:

S. 2529. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for advance re-
funds of certain net operating losses and re-
search expenditures relating to COVID-19,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Ms.
DUCKWORTH):

S. 25630. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the deduct-
ibility of charitable contributions to certain
organizations for members of the Armed
Forces; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr.
BOOKER):

S. 2531. A bill to amend titles XIX and XXI
of the Social Security Act to give States the
option to extend the Medicaid drug rebate
program to the Children’s Health Insurance
Program, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. CAR-
PER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. WARNER, Mr. OSSOFF, and
Mr. BENNET):

S. 25632. A bill to provide protections for
employees of, former employees of, and ap-
plicants for employment with Federal agen-
cies, contractors, and grantees whose right
to petition or furnish information to Con-
gress is interfered with or denied; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mr. Booz-
MAN, Ms. HIRONO, and Ms. COLLINS):

S. 2533. A bill to improve mammography
services furnished by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. OSSOFF (for himself,
WARNOCK, and Mr. PADILLA):

S. 2534. A Dbill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to provide assistance for in-
creasing the frequency and availability of
public transportation service, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Mr.
COONS):

S. 2535. A bill to authorize additional dis-
trict judges for the district courts and con-
vert temporary judgeships; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr.
DAINES, Mr. TILLIS, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr.
BRAUN, Mr. LANKFORD, Mrs. HYDE-
SMITH, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. THUNE, and
Mr. INHOFE):

S. 2536. A Dbill to require the Government
Accountability Office to submit a report on
the public health mitigation messaging and
guidance of the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and
Mr. PADILLA):

S. 2537. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a credit for pre-
viously-owned qualified plug-in electric drive
motor vehicles; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

Mr.
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By Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mrs.
CAPITO):

S. 25638. A bill to reauthorize a program of
grants to hospitals and emergency depart-
ments to develop, implement, enhance, or
study alternatives to opioids for pain man-
agement, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Ms. DUCKWORTH:

S. 25639. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Transportation to issue rules requiring the
inclusion of new safety equipment in school
buses, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and Mr.
PETERS):

S. 25640. A bill to make technical correc-
tions to title XXII of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Ms. SINEMA (for herself and Mr.
HOEVEN):

S. 2541. A bill to authorize the reclassifica-
tion of the tactical enforcement officers
(commonly known as the ‘“Shadow Wolves’ )
in the Homeland Security Investigations tac-
tical patrol unit operating on the lands of
the Tohono O’odham Nation as special
agents; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Mr.
KING, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI):

S. 25642. A bill to require that certain agen-
cies only procure cut flowers and cut greens
grown in the United States, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. HAGERTY (for himself, Mr.
WARNER, Ms. Lumwmis, Mr. CRAMER,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. SCOTT
of Florida, Mr. BRAUN, and Mr.
YOUNG):

S. 2543. A bill to require a study on the na-
tional security implications of the People’s
Republic of China’s efforts to create an offi-
cial digital currency; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

By Ms. SMITH (for herself and Mr. VAN
HOLLEN):

S. 2544. A Dbill to adjust the applicability of
certain amendments to the Truth in Lending
Act, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself and
Mr. ROUNDS):

S. 25645. A bill to establish a comprehensive
United States Government initiative to build
the capacity of young leaders and entre-
preneurs in Africa, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Mr.
RUBIO):

S. 2546. A bill to require the Commissioner
of Food and Drugs to develop standards for
“Reef Safe”” and ‘‘Ocean Safe’’ labels for sun-
screen; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself,
TILLIS, and Mr. WHITEHOUSE):

S. 2547. A Dbill to improve the procedures
for the authentication and the secure and
tamper-evident delivery and transmission of
certain court orders; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself, Ms. LUM-
MIS, Mr. ScoTT of Florida, and Mr.
CRUZ):

S. 25648. A Dbill to provide for fiscal gap and
generational accounting analysis in the leg-
islative process, the President’s budget, and
annual long-term fiscal outlook reports; to
the Committee on the Budget.

By Ms. SMITH (for herself, Mr. BROWN,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. WARREN, Mr.

Mr.
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MENENDEZ, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. CASEY,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mr. PADILLA, and Mr. OSSOFF):

S. 2549. A bill to authorize a grant program
for educational institutions to analyze,
digitize, and map historic records relating to
housing discrimination, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Ms. HASSAN, and Mr. YOUNG):

S. 2550. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to provide students with
disabilities and their families with access to
critical information needed to select the
right college and succeed once enrolled; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mr.
PORTMAN):

S. 2551. A bill to require the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget to estab-
lish or otherwise provide an artificial intel-
ligence training program for the acquisition
workforce, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Mr. MARKEY:

S. 2652. A Dbill to promote long-term eco-
nomic recovery and job creation in under-
served communities by providing for invest-
ment in catalytic local predevelopment
projects for resilient climate infrastructure
innovation and to provide assistance to sup-
port State and local project development,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. MURRAY, and Mr.
DURBIN):

S. 2553. A Dbill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to protect employees of the
Federal judiciary from discrimination, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr.
WYDEN):

S. 2554. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a refundable tax
credit to taxpayers who provide reductions
in rent to their tenants under State rental
reduction programs, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN:

S. 2555. A bill to require the Secretary of
Defense to establish a task force to address
the effects of the release of perfluoroalkyl
substances and polyfluoroalkyl substances
from activities of the Department of De-
fense, to include exposure to such substances
in periodic health assessments of members of
the Armed Forces, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr.
DAINES, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mr. CORNYN, and Mr. CASSIDY):

S. 25566. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to protect beneficiaries
with limb loss and other orthopedic condi-
tions by providing access to appropriate,
safe, effective, patient-centered orthotic and
prosthetic care, to reduce fraud, waste, and
abuse with respect to orthotics and pros-
thetics, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and Mr.
MANCHIN):

S. 2557. A bill to require certain transpor-
tation projects to include a value-for-money
analysis, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself and
Mr. ROUNDS):

S. 2558. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide incentives for
livestock processing facilities; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.
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By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and Mr.
PETERS):

S. 2559. A bill to establish the National
Deepfake and Digital Provenance Task
Force, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr.
ScoTT of Florida):

S. 2560. A bill to reform the inspection
process of housing assisted by the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. DAINES (for himself and Mr.
RISCH):

S. 2661. A bill to amend the Forest and
Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning
Act of 1974 and the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 to provide that a
land resource management plan or land use
plan approved, amended, or revised under
those Acts shall not be considered to be a
continuing Federal agency action or con-
stitute a discretionary Federal involvement
or control for a distinct Federal purpose, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mr.
YOUNG, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. CARDIN,
and Ms. LUMMIS):

S. 2562. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to improve extended
care services by providing Medicare bene-
ficiaries with an option for cost effective
home-based extended care under the Medi-
care program, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms.
SMITH, Mr. MARKEY, and Mr. BOOK-

ER):

S. 25663. A Dbill to establish a Science Advi-
sory Board at the Department of Justice,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. RISCH, and Ms. LUMMIS):

S. 2664. A bill to establish a pilot program
under which the Chief of the Forest Service
may use alternative dispute resolution in
lieu of judicial review for certain projects; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mrs. FISCH-
ER):

S. 25665. A bill to amend title XI of the So-
cial Security Act to provide for the testing
of a community-based palliative care model;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO0, and Ms. BALDWIN):

S. 2566. A bill to require the Center for
Medicare and Medicaid Innovation to test al-
lowing blood transfusions to be paid sepa-
rately from the Medicare hospice all-inclu-
sive per diem payment; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mrs. CAPITO (for herself, Mr. CoT-
TON, Mr. CRAMER, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH,
Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. BARRASSO, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. DAINES, Mr.
ScorT of South Carolina, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. MORAN,
Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr.
ROUNDS, Mr. CrAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr.
SASSE, Mr. HOEVEN, Ms. LUMMIS, Ms.
ERNST, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. BOOZMAN,
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. WICKER, Mr.
SHELBY, Mr. RISCH, Mr. MARSHALL,
Mr. GRASSLEY, and Mr. BURR):

S. 2567. A bill to enact the definition of
“waters of the United States’ into law, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works.
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By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO:

S. 2568. A Dbill to establish the Open Access
Evapotranspiration (OpenET) Data Program;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr.
LUJAN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. MARKEY,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. BALDWIN,
and Mr. DURBIN):

S. 2569. A bill to enhance the rights of do-
mestic workers, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions. .

By Mr. LUJAN (for himself and Mr.
HEINRICH):

S. 2570. A bill to establish grant programs
to improve the health of residents along the
United States-Mexico and Unites States-
Canada borders and for all hazards prepared-
ness in the border areas, including with re-
spect to bioterrorism, infectious disease, and
other emerging biothreats, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mr.
MANCHIN):

S. Res. 328. A resolution designating Au-
gust 1, 2021, as ‘‘Gold Star Children’s Day’’;
considered and agreed to.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mrs. BLACKBURN):

S. Res. 329. A resolution amending the eli-
gibility criteria for the Senate Employee
Child Care Center; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Ms.
LuMMIS, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. McCON-
NELL, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BENNET, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BOOZMAN,
Mr. BRAUN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. BURR,
Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, Mr.
CASSIDY, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr.
CORNYN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. COT-
TON, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. ERNST, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY,

Mr. HAGERTY, Ms. HASSAN, Mr.
HAWLEY, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
HOEVEN, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr.

INHOFE, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
KELLY, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KING, Ms.

KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. LEE, Mr. LUJAN, Mr.
MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MAR-

SHALL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY,
Mr. MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr.
MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. OSSOFF,
Mr. PADILLA, Mr. PAUL, Mr. PETERS,
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. REED, Mr. RISCH,
Mr. ROMNEY, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. ROUNDS,
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SASSE,
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. ScoTT of Florida,
Mr. ScoTT of South Carolina, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Mr. SHELBY, Ms. SINEMA,
Ms. SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr.
TILLIS, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. TUBERVILLE,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER, Mr.
WARNOCK, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. WICKER, Mr. WYDEN, and

Mr. YOUNG):
S. Res. 330. A resolution relating to the
death of the Honorable Mike Enzi, former
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Senator for the State of Wyoming; consid-
ered and agreed to.

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr.
CASSIDY, and Mr. PADILLA):

S. Res. 331. A resolution designating Au-
gust 11, 2021, as ‘“‘Hip Hop Celebration Day’’,
designating August 2021 as ‘“ Hip Hop Rec-
ognition Month”’, and designating November
2021 as ‘‘Hip Hop History Month’’; considered
and agreed to.

By Ms. SINEMA (for herself, Ms.
ERNST, Mr. KELLY, Mr. KING, Mr.
DAINES, Mr. BRAUN, and Ms. ROSEN):

S. Con. Res. 11. A concurrent resolution
providing for an annual joint hearing of the
Committee on the Budget of the Senate and
the Committee on the Budget of the House of
Representatives to receive a presentation
from the Comptroller General of the United
States regarding the audited financial state-
ment of the executive branch; to the Com-
mittee on the Budget.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 201
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
201, a bill to establish a program ensur-
ing access to accredited continuing
medical education for primary care
physicians and other health care pro-
viders at Federally-qualified health
centers and rural health clinics, to pro-
vide training and clinical support for
primary care providers to practice at
their full scope and improve access to
care for patients in underserved areas.
S. 375
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
375, a bill to impose requirements on
the payment of compensation to pro-
fessional persons employed in vol-
untary cases commenced under title IIT
of the Puerto Rico Oversight Manage-
ment and Economic Stability Act
(commonly known as “PROMESA” ).
S. 610
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 610, a bill to address behavioral
health and well-being among health
care professionals.
S. 145
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
745, a Dbill to make high-speed
broadband internet service accessible
and affordable to all Americans, and
for other purposes.
S. 3
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) and the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. HAWLEY) were added as cosponsors
of S. 773, a bill to enable certain hos-
pitals that were participating in or ap-
plied for the drug discount program
under section 340B of the Public Health
Service Act prior to the COVID-19 pub-
lic health emergency to temporarily
maintain eligibility for such program,
and for other purposes.
S. 805
At the request of Mr. LEE, the names
of the Senator from OKklahoma (Mr.
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LANKFORD), the Senator from Florida
(Mr. ScoTT) and the Senator from Iowa
(Ms. ERNST) were added as cosponsors
of S. 805, a bill to repeal the wage re-
quirements of the Davis-Bacon Act.
S. 834
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. LUJAN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 834, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide for
the distribution of additional residency
positions, and for other purposes.
S. 870
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 870, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to im-
prove access to mental health services
under the Medicare program.
S. 912
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
912, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide infor-
mation regarding vaccines for seniors
as part of the Medicare & You hand-
book and to ensure that the treatment
of cost sharing for vaccines under
Medicare part D is consistent with the
treatment of vaccines under Medicare
part B, and for other purposes.
S. 968
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the
names of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) and the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) were added
as cosponsors of S. 968, a bill to pro-
hibit the United States Armed Forces
from promoting anti-American and
racist theories.
S. 1397
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1397, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act with respect to
the collection and availability of
health data with respect to Indian
Tribes and Tribal organizations, and
for other purposes.
S. 1543
At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 15643, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to provide best
practices on student suicide awareness
and prevention training and condition
State educational agencies, local edu-
cational agencies, and tribal edu-
cational agencies receiving funds under
section 520A of such Act to establish
and implement a school-based student
suicide awareness and prevention
training policy.
S. 1613
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the names of the Senator from Illinois
(Mr. DURBIN), the Senator from Nevada
(Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) and the Senator
from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1613, a bill to
require the Administrator of the Small
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Business Administration to establish a
grant program for certain fitness fa-
cilities, and for other purposes.
S. 1651
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN,
the names of the Senator from Maine
(Ms. CoLLINS) and the Senator from
Iowa (Mr. GRASSLEY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1651, a bill to impose cer-
tain measures with respect to
Hizballah-affected areas in Latin
America and the Caribbean and to im-
pose sanctions with respect to senior
foreign political figures in Latin Amer-
ica who support Hizballah, and for
other purposes.
S. 1658
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1658, a bill to amend the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 to expand
access to breastfeeding accommoda-
tions in the workplace, and for other
purposes.
S. 1664
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1664, a bill to require the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to take certain ac-
tions to improve the processing by the
Department of Veterans Affairs of
claims for disability compensation for
post-traumatic stress disorder, and for
other purposes.
S. 1684
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1684, a bill to strength-
en the ability of the Federal Home
Loan Bank system to provide critical
financing to address the economic cri-
sis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic
and to meet the short- and long-term
housing and community economic de-
velopment needs of low-income com-
munities, including Tribal commu-
nities, and for other purposes.
S. 1718
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1718, a bill to amend the Rosie the Riv-
eter/World War II Home Front National
Historical Park Establishment Act of
2000 to provide for additional areas to
be added to the park, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1831
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1831, a bill to amend the
Richard B. Russell National School
Lunch Act to establish a permanent,
nationwide electronic benefits transfer
program for children during school clo-
sures, and for other purposes.
S. 1893
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1893, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to support rural
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residency training funding that is equi-
table for all States, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1943
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1943, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to improve ac-
cess to, and utilization of, bone mass
measurement benefits under part B of
the Medicare program by establishing a
minimum payment amount under such
part for bone mass measurement.
S. 2013
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2013, a bill to provide for the cov-
erage of medically necessary food and
vitamins and individual amino acids
for digestive and inherited metabolic
disorder under Federal health pro-
grams and private health insurance, to
ensure State and Federal protection for
existing coverage, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2032
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from Nevada
(Ms. CORTEZ MASTO), the Senator from
Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH), the Senator
from New Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) and
the Senator from Massachusetts (Ms.
WARREN) were added as cosponsors of
S. 2032, a bill to extend and modify the
Afghan Special Immigrant Visa Pro-
gram, to postpone the medical exam
for aliens who are otherwise eligible
for such program, to provide special
immigrant status for certain surviving
spouses and children, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2087
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2087, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to expand the
membership of the Advisory Com-
mittee on Minority Veterans to include
veterans who are lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, gender diverse, gender
non-conforming, intersex, or queer.
S. 2092
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the
names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) and the Senator from
Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2092, a bill to
permanently authorize the Native
Community Development Financial In-
stitutions lending program of the De-
partment of Agriculture, and for other
purposes.
S. 2233
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. MERKLEY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2233, a bill to establish a grant
program for shuttered minor league
baseball clubs, and for other purposes.
S. 2261
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the name of the Senator from Oregon
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(Mr. MERKLEY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2261, a bill to amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act to allow
certain alien veterans to be paroled
into the United States to receive
health care furnished by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs.
S. 2265

At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the name of the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. MERKLEY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2265, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to estab-
lish a veterans visa program to permit
veterans who have been removed from
the United States to return as immi-
grants, and for other purposes.

S. 2268

At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the name of the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. MERKLEY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2268, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to iden-
tify each alien who is serving, or has
served, in the Armed Forces of the
United States on the application of any
such alien for an immigration benefit
or the placement of any such alien in

an immigration enforcement pro-
ceeding, and for other purposes.
S. 2294

At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2294, a bill to require an independent
assessment with respect to the Arctic
region and establishment of Arctic Se-
curity Initiative, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 2324

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
ROMNEY) and the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. KELLY) were added as cosponsors
of S. 2324, a bill to amend the FAST
Act to improve the Federal permitting
process, and for other purposes.

S. 2406

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 2406, a bill to
amend the Safe Drinking Water Act to
require the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency to set
maximum contaminant levels for cer-
tain chemicals, and for other purposes.

S. 2427

At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2427, a bill to require the Fed-
eral Communications Commission to
conduct a study and submit to Con-
gress a report examining the feasibility
of funding the Universal Service Fund
through contributions supplied by edge
providers, and for other purposes.

S. 2476

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2476, a bill to require the
Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency to establish a pilot
program for hyperlocal air quality
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monitoring projects in environmental
justice communities, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2489
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms.
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2489, a bill to require the maintenance
of the country of origin markings for
imported goods produced in the West
Bank or Gaza, and for other purposes.
S.J. RES. 10
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
S.J. Res. 10, a joint resolution to repeal
the authorizations for use of military
force against Iraq, and for other pur-
poses.
S. RES. 275
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator from
Colorado (Mr. BENNET) and the Senator
from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ) were added
as cosponsors of S. Res. 275, a resolu-
tion acknowledging and apologizing for
the mistreatment of, and discrimina-
tion against, lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender individuals who served the
United States in the Armed Forces, the
Foreign Service, and the Federal civil
service.
S. RES. 303
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. HAGERTY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 303, a resolution sup-
porting the people of Cuba in their de-
mands for freedom and the fulfillment
of basic needs and condemning the
Communist regime in Cuba.

—————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself,

Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. CARPER, Ms.

HIRONO, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. WARNER, Mr. OSSOFF,
and Mr. BENNET):

S. 2632. A bill to provide protections
for employees of, former employees of,
and applicants for employment with
Federal agencies, contractors, and
grantees whose right to petition or fur-
nish information to Congress is inter-
fered with or denied; to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN: Mr. President,
today I am reintroducing legislation to
strengthen protections for federal
whistleblowers who share valuable in-
formation with Congress.

In the last four years, we have seen a
major erosion of accountability in Gov-
ernment. From the firing of multiple
inspectors general to the willful mis-
interpretation of whistleblower protec-
tion laws, it has become more difficult
than ever to keep the Executive branch
honest.

Despite these chilling developments,
many whistleblowers still come for-
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ward to ensure Congress could hold the
powerful accountable. For example, in
the 116th Congress, Lt. Colonel Alex-
ander Vindman, a senior official at the
National Security Council, shared cred-
ible information with Congress that
the President of the United States
tried to entice the Ukrainian President
to launch a sham investigation into
then-candidate Biden. Vindman’s ac-
tions directly led to Donald Trump’s
first impeachment trial, a watershed
moment for our democracy.

Whistleblowers like Vindman should
be protected from retaliation. Unfortu-
nately, while current law specifies that
the right to report to Congress must
not to be interfered with or denied, it
fails to provide a remedy in the event
this happens. As a result, whistle-
blowers have no meaningful protection
from retaliation.

My bill would solve this problem by
expanding administrative remedies to
all taxpayer-funded employees, includ-
ing intelligence employees, whose right
to report to Congress has been inter-
fered with or denied. It also gives Fed-
eral employees the right to file a law-
suit after exhausting administrative
remedies, for which they can seek a
wide range of relief, including lost
wages and reinstatement to their
former positions.

Whistleblowers are critical to the
proper functioning of government.
They enable Congress to conduct over-
sight, root out waste, fraud, and abuse,
and hold accountable those who violate
the public trust. It is incumbent on us,
as members of Congress, to ensure
whistle blowers can report to us with-
out fearing retribution.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill. T also ask unanimous consent that
a copy of the bill be included in the
RECORD.

S. 25632

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Congres-
sional Whistleblower Protection Act of 2021"".
SEC. 2. PROTECTIONS FOR COVERED INDIVID-

UALS.

Section 7211 of title 5, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘The right of employees’’
and inserting the following:

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The right of covered
individuals’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(b) REMEDIES.—

‘(1) ADMINISTRATIVE REMEDIES.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—A covered individual
with respect to a Federal agency (other than
a covered individual described in subpara-
graph (B), (C), or (D)) who is aggrieved by a
violation of subsection (a) may seek correc-
tive action under sections 1214 and 1221 in
the same manner as an individual who is ag-
grieved by a prohibited personnel practice
described in section 2302(b)(8).

‘“(B) FBI EMPLOYEES.—A covered indi-
vidual with respect to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation who is aggrieved by a violation
of subsection (a) may seek corrective action
under section 2303.

“(C) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY EMPLOY-
EES.—A covered individual with respect to a
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covered intelligence community element (as
defined in section 1104(a) of the National Se-
curity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3234(a))) who is
aggrieved by a violation of subsection (a)
may seek corrective action under section
1104 of the National Security Act of 1947 (50
U.S.C. 3234) or subsection (b)(7) or (j) of sec-
tion 3001 of that Act (50 U.S.C. 3341).

‘(D) CONTRACTOR EMPLOYEES.—A covered
individual with respect to a Federal agency
who is an employee of, former employee of,
or applicant for employment with, a con-
tractor, subcontractor, grantee, subgrantee,
or personal services contractor (as those
terms are used in section 2409 of title 10 and
section 4712 of title 41) of the agency and who
is aggrieved by a violation of subsection (a)
of this section may seek corrective action
under section 2409 of title 10 or section 4712
of title 41.

‘‘(E) BURDEN OF PROOF.—The burdens of
proof under subsection (e) of section 1221
shall apply to an allegation of a violation of
subsection (a) of this section made under
subparagraph (A), (B), (C), or (D) of this
paragraph in the same manner as those bur-
dens of proof apply to an allegation of a pro-
hibited personnel practice under such sec-
tion 1221.

“(F) CLASS OF INDIVIDUALS ENTITLED TO
SEEK CORRECTIVE ACTION.—The right to seek
corrective action under subparagraph (A),
(B), (C), or (D) shall apply to a covered indi-
vidual who is an employee of, former em-
ployee of, or applicant for employment with,
a Federal agency described in the applicable
subparagraph or a contractor, subcontractor,
grantee, subgrantee, or personal services
contractor (as those terms are used in sec-
tion 2409 of title 10 and section 4712 of title
41) of such a Federal agency, notwith-
standing the fact that a provision of law ref-
erenced in the applicable subparagraph does
not authorize one or more of those types of
covered individuals to seek corrective ac-
tion.

‘“(2) PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—If a final decision pro-
viding relief for a violation of subsection (a)
alleged under subparagraph (A), (B), (C), or
(D) of paragraph (1) of this subsection is not
issued within 210 days of the date on which
the covered individual seeks corrective ac-
tion under the applicable subparagraph and
there is no showing that the delay is due to
the bad faith of the covered individual, the
covered individual may bring an action at
law or equity for de novo review in the ap-
propriate district court of the United States,
which shall have jurisdiction over the action
without regard to the amount in con-
troversy, for lost wages and benefits, rein-
statement, costs and attorney fees, compen-
satory damages, equitable or injunctive re-
lief, or any other relief that the court con-
siders appropriate.

‘(B) JURY TRIAL.—An action brought
under subparagraph (A) shall, upon the re-
quest of the covered individual, be tried by
the court with a jury.

‘“(C) BURDEN OF PROOF.—The burdens of
proof under subsection (e) of section 1221
shall apply to an allegation of a violation of
subsection (a) of this section in an action
brought under this paragraph in the same
manner as those burdens of proof apply to an
allegation of a prohibited personnel practice
under such section 1221.

‘“(c) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this
section—

‘(1) the term ‘covered individual’, with
respect to a Federal agency, means an em-
ployee of, former employee of, or applicant
for employment with—

‘“(A) the agency; or

‘“(B) a contractor, subcontractor, grant-
ee, subgrantee, or personal services con-
tractor (as those terms are used in section
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2409 of title 10 and section 4712 of title 41) of
the agency; and

‘(2) the term ‘Federal agency’ means an
agency, office, or other establishment in the
executive, legislative, or judicial branch of
the Federal Government.”.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself
and Mr. PADILLA):

S. 25637. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a cred-
it for previously-owned qualified plug-
in electric drive motor vehicles; to the
Committee on Finance.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today to introduce the ‘‘Affordable
EVs for Working Families Act of 2021.”

This bill is an important measure
that will ensure more widespread, equi-
table adoption of electric vehicles by
creating a tax credit for buyers of pre-
owned electric vehicles, similar to the
tax credit that exists for purchasers of
new electric vehicles.

Starting now, and over the next sev-
eral decades, the United States must
take swift, decisive action to reduce
our carbon emissions—especially from
the transportation sector, which makes
up one-third of all U.S. carbon emis-
sions.

I am proud to say that California has
led the way in the adoption of low- and
zero-emission vehicles for several dec-
ades by incentivizing the development
and purchase of electric and hybrid
electric vehicles, and setting high fuel
economy standards that 13 States have
opted to follow.

According to research released just
last month by the Pew Research Cen-
ter, California has by far the highest
share of electric vehicles of any State
in the Nation—on average, 12 electric
vehicles registered per 1,000 people.

As a result, California now has the
largest pre-owned electric vehicle mar-
ket in the nation. Sales for pre-owned
electric vehicles in California have
grown significantly in recent years.

However, a study released just last
month by Energy Innovation found
that for lower-income households, the
up-front costs of purchasing an electric
vehicle presents an especially large
hurdle, despite the long-term cost sav-
ings that they offer, such as on gas and
maintenance.

Transportation is the second-largest
expense for all U.S. households, but
presents a particular burden for lower-
income households—suggesting that in-
centives for pre-owned buyers targeted
toward lower and middle-income com-
munities can increase adoption of elec-
tric vehicles in those communities sig-
nificantly, and further accelerate over-
all adoption.

We cannot miss an opportunity to en-
sure that as we electrify our transpor-
tation sector, electric vehicles become
an option for all families—not just
those who can afford new ones.

My bill would do just that.

My bill would provide a $2,500 tax
credit to purchasers of preowned elec-
tric vehicles, similar to the credit al-
ready offered to purchasers of new elec-
tric vehicles. The credit only applies to
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vehicles that cost $25,000 or less, and
would be phased down for buyers whose
adjusted gross income exceeds $75,000
per year for individuals and $150,000 for
joint filers.

My bill also includes critical safe-
guards such as a vehicle identification
number reporting requirements and a
2-year previous ownership requirement
to ensure that any attempted fraud is
quickly caught.

I would like to thank Congressmen
JIMMY GOMEZ who is introducing the
House companion to this bill, and has
carried this effort in the House, along
with Congressman MIKE THOMPSON who
included a similar provision in the
House clean energy tax incentives
package, the GREEN Act.

I would also like to thank the Los
Angeles Department of Water and
Power, California Air Resources Board,
our utilities and other California local-
ities that have led the way on this pol-
icy by offering their own rebates for
pre-owned electric vehicles.

Now, with the Senate considering
historic investments in electric vehi-
cles and charging infrastructure, it is
time for the federal government to fol-
low California’s lead and ensure that
buyers of pre-owned vehicles receive a
tax credit similar to the one for buyers
of new EVs.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill. Thank you, Mr. President. I yield
the floor.

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. MURRAY, and
Mr. DURBIN):

S. 25663. A Dbill to amend title 28,
United States Code, to protect employ-
ees of the Federal judiciary from dis-
crimination, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Judiciary Ac-
countability Act of 2021. I thank Rep-
resentatives JOHNSON, SPEIER, NADLER,
TORRES, and MACE, along with my co-
sponsors, Senators WHITEHOUSE, MUR-
RAY, and DURBIN, for working with me
to finally ensure that employees of the
Federal judiciary have strong statu-
tory rights and protections against dis-
crimination, sexual harassment, retal-
iation, and other forms of workplace
misconduct.

More than 30,000 people work in the
Federal judiciary. As with any organi-
zation of this size, the judiciary is not
immune from workplace misconduct.

Over the years, however, a variety of
factors have worked together to pre-
vent instances of workplace mis-
conduct within the judiciary from com-
ing to light. There is a unique power
imbalance between the Federal judges
who sit atop this vast organization and
the clerks, staffers, and other employ-
ees who rely on connections and rec-
ommendations to advance their ca-
reers. The cloak of confidentiality en-
sures what happens in chambers stays
in chambers. And, perhaps most impor-
tant, there is a lack of legal recourse
available to judicial employees who are
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denied even the most fundamental
workplace protections. Indeed, the Fed-
eral judiciary is one of the few employ-
ers—private or public—whose employ-
ees are not protected by state or fed-
eral civil rights laws.

Despite all these reasons to Kkeep
quiet, a number of victims have brave-
ly come forward to report serious har-
assment by Federal judges over the
past several years. In December 2017,
six former law clerks and staffers ac-
cused Ninth Circuit Judge Alex
Kozinski of subjecting them to a range
of inappropriate sexual conduct and
comments. In September 2019, the
Tenth Circuit Judicial Council issued
an order finding that District Court
Judge Carlos Murguia had harassed
multiple employees over a period of
years, including by subjecting them to
sexually suggestive comments; inap-
propriate text messages; and excessive,
non-work-related contact. In February
2020, a former law clerk to the late-
Ninth Circuit Judge Stephen Reinhardt
accused the judge of a months-long
harassment campaign.

In the face of this egregious mis-
conduct and Congressional pressure,
the federal judiciary has taken only
small, limited steps to protect its em-
ployees. It is not enough.

The Judiciary Accountability Act
fills the void left by the judiciary’s in-
action and extends to judicial branch
employees the same anti-discrimina-
tion rights and remedies other govern-
ment sector employees and private sec-
tor workers have had for decades. It
also goes further. Among other things,
it would create an Office of Judicial In-
tegrity to administer a nationwide,
confidential reporting system; estab-
lish a Special Counsel for Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity empowered to
investigate all workplace misconduct
complaints; form an Office of Employee
Advocacy to assist in judicial branch
employees in matters relating to work-
place discrimination and harassment;
protect whistleblowers by prohibiting
retaliation; and establish a comprehen-
sive workplace misconduct prevention
program.

These reforms are not only nec-
essary, they are long overdue. I there-
fore encourage my colleagues to sup-
port the Judiciary Accountability Act.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 328—DESIG-
NATING AUGUST 1, 2021, AS
“GOLD STAR CHILDREN’S DAY

Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mr.
MANCHIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 328

Whereas the recognition of Gold Star Fam-
ilies in the United States dates back to
World War I, when the families of fallen
service members displayed a service flag in
the window of their homes with a gold star;
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Whereas, in 1936, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt signed into law legislation declar-
ing Gold Star Mother’s Day, a national ob-
servance honoring the mothers of fallen serv-
ice members annually on the last Sunday of
September;

Whereas, since 2010, the Senate has hon-
ored Gold Star Spouses by resolution annu-
ally on April 5, recognizing the unique sac-
rifices made by spouses of fallen service
members;

Whereas thousands of sons and daughters
of military families have lost mothers or fa-
thers who served in the Armed Forces and
also deserve national recognition for the bur-
den and legacy they carry; and

Whereas no date has existed to specifically
recognize the children of fallen service mem-
bers of the United States as part of a na-
tional debt of gratitude that the people of
the United States owe to the service mem-
bers who sacrificed all in protecting the free-
dom of the United States and the people of
the United States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates August 1, 2021, as ‘‘Gold Star
Children’s Day’’;

(2) honors the sacrifices and hardships of
the children of fallen service members; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe Gold Star Children’s Day
in support of children of the fallen men and
women of the Armed Forces of the United
States.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 329—AMEND-
ING THE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
FOR THE SENATE EMPLOYEE
CHILD CARE CENTER

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mrs. BLACKBURN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 329

Resolved,
SECTION 1. SENATE EMPLOYEE CHILD CARE
CENTER.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘Board’” means the Board of
Directors of the Center;

(2) the term ‘‘Center” means the Senate
Employee Child Care Center;

(3) the term ‘‘Congressional employee”’
means a Congressional employee, as defined
in section 2107 of title 5, United States Code,
who is not an employee of the Senate or an
employee of the Center;

(4) the term ‘“‘employee of the Senate’ has
the meaning given that term in section
207(e)(9) of title 18, United States Code; and

(5) the term ‘‘Federal employee’” means an
employee, as defined in section 2105 of title 5,
United States Code, who is not an employee
of the Senate, an employee of the Center, or
a Congressional employee.

(b) REIMBURSEMENT.—For fiscal year 2022,
and each fiscal year thereafter, the Sec-
retary of the Senate shall, from amounts in
the appropriations account ‘‘Miscellaneous
Items” within the contingent fund of the
Senate, reimburse the Center for the cost of
the basic pay paid to the Executive Director
and the cost of the basic pay paid to the As-
sistant Director of the Center.

(¢) ENROLLMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of receiv-
ing reimbursement under subsection (b), not
later than 120 days after the date on which
no parent or guardian of a child enrolled at
the Center is serving in a position as an em-
ployee of the Senate, an employee of the
Center, a Congressional employee, or a Fed-
eral employee, the Center shall terminate
the enrollment of the child at the Center.
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(2) ORDER.—As a condition of receiving re-
imbursement under subsection (b), the Cen-
ter shall provide enrollment—

(A) first, to a child of an individual serving
as a Senate employee or as an employee of
the Center;

(B) second, to a child of an individual serv-
ing as a Congressional employee; and

(C) third, if there is an enrollment slot
available in the Center, no child of an indi-
vidual serving as an employee of the Senate,
as an employee of the Center, or as a Con-
gressional employee accepts the slot, and no
currently enrolled child is ready to transi-
tion to the class in which the slot is avail-
able, to a child of an individual serving as a
Federal employee.

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) shall take
effect on the date that is 180 days after the
date of adoption of this resolution.

(B) APPLICATION TO EMPLOYEES SEPARATING
FROM SERVICE BEFORE EFFECTIVE DATE.—For
purposes of applying paragraph (1) to a par-
ent or guardian of a child enrolled at the
Center who ceases serving in a position as a
Congressional employee, an employee of the
Center, or Federal employee before the date
on which paragraph (1) takes effect, the par-
ent or guardian shall be deemed to have sep-
arated from such service on the date on
which paragraph (1) takes effect.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 330—RELAT-
ING TO THE DEATH OF THE HON-
ORABLE MIKE ENZI, FORMER
SENATOR FOR THE STATE OF
WYOMING

Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Ms.
LuMMIS, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. MCCONNELL,
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BENNET, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BLUNT, Mr.
BOOKER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BRAUN, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs.
CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. CAsSIDY, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
COONS, Mr. CORNYN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
Mr. COTTON, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. ERNST, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
HAGERTY, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. HAWLEY,
Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Ms.
HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH,
Mr. INHOFE, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KAINE,
Mr. KELLY, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KING, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEAHY,
Mr. LEE, Mr. LUJAN, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. MENEN-

DEzZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MORAN, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. PADILLA, Mr.

PAuL, Mr. PETERS, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr.
REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROMNEY, Ms.
ROSEN, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. SASSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.
ScoTT of Florida, Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. SHELBY,
Ms. SINEMA, Ms. SMITH, Ms. STABENOW,
Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE,
Mr. TILLIS, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr.
TUBERVILLE, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
WARNER, Mr. WARNOCK, Ms. WARREN,
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WICKER, Mr.
WYDEN, and Mr. YOUNG) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:
S. RES. 330

Whereas Mike Enzi was born in Bremerton,

Washington, where his father was serving in
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the naval shipyards during World War II, and
was raised in Thermopolis and Sheridan, Wy-
oming;

Whereas Mike Enzi, who never ceased his
involvement with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, was an Eagle Scout and a recipient of
the Distinguished Eagle Scout Award;

Whereas Mike Enzi earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in accounting from George Washington
University in 1966 and a master’s degree in
retail marketing from the University of Den-
ver in 1968;

Whereas Mike Enzi served in the Wyoming
Air National Guard from 1967 to 1973;

Whereas, in 1969, Mike Enzi married Diana
Buckley, who then moved to Gillette, Wyo-
ming, together to—

(1) expand his father’s shoe business, NZ
Shoes;

(2) raise their 3 children, Amy, Brad, and
Emily; and

(3) spend time as the proud grandparents of
Megan, Allison, Trey, and Lilly;

Whereas Mike Enzi was an accomplished
fly fisherman, having achieved, in 2015, the
dream of every fly fisherman by completing
his Wyoming ‘“‘Cutt-Slam’’;

Whereas, in 1974, Mike Enzi began his more
than 40 years of elected public service on be-
half of the people of Wyoming, including—

(1) 2 terms as Mayor of Gillette;

(2) 2 terms as a member of the Wyoming
House of Representatives;

(3) 2 terms as a member of the Wyoming
Senate; and

(4) 4 terms as a member of the United
States Senate, where he served for 24 years
after first being elected in 1996;

Whereas Mike Enzi served as Chairman of
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions of the Senate and, in 2015, be-
came the first accountant to chair the Com-
mittee on the Budget of the Senate, where he
worked to enact comprehensive tax reform;

Whereas Mike Enzi championed—

(1) efforts to ensure a quality education for
all; and

(2) initiatives to improve workforce devel-
opment;

Whereas Mike Enzi expanded access to af-
fordable, quality health care and spear-
headed the most significant pension reform
in 30 years, securing the retirements of mil-
lions of individuals in the United States;

Whereas Mike Enzi focused on—

(1) the soaring national debt;

(2) reforming the Federal budget process;

(3) improving mine safety;

(4) helping end the AIDS epidemic in Afri-
ca;

(5) passing legislation to improve mental
health parity; and

(6) championing Wyoming and coal coun-
try;

Whereas Mike Enzi followed the ‘‘8%o0’’ rule
when legislating, focusing efforts on passing
legislation on the 80 percent of an issue on
which agreement could be reached;

Whereas Mike Enzi successfully passed
more than 100 bills that were signed into
law;

Whereas Mike Enzi served with intel-
ligence, dignity, and grace, and never
wavered in his commitment to God, family,
country, and Wyoming; and

Whereas Mike Enzi was known by many as
the moral compass of the Senate, and lived
by the mission statement, ‘“‘Doing What Is
Right, Doing Our Best, Treating Others as
They Wish to be Treated’: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate—

(A) has heard with profound sorrow and
deep regret the announcement of the death
of the Honorable Mike Enzi, former Senator
for the State of Wyoming; and

(B) respectfully requests that the Sec-
retary of the Senate—
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(i) communicate this resolution to the
House of Representatives; and

(ii) transmit an enrolled copy of this reso-
lution to the family of the Honorable Mike
Enzi; and

(2) when the Senate adjourns today, it
stand adjourned as a further mark of respect
to the memory of the Honorable Mike Enzi.

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION 331—DESIG-
NATING AUGUST 11, 2021, AS “HIP
HOP CELEBRATION DAY, DESIG-
NATING AUGUST 2021 AS “HIP
HOP RECOGNITION MONTH”, AND
DESIGNATING NOVEMBER 2021 AS
“HIP HOP HISTORY MONTH”

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, and Mr. PADILLA) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REs. 331

Whereas, on August 11, 1973, at a ‘‘Back To
School Jam” organized by his sister Cindy
Campbell and held at the recreation room of
1520 Sedgwick Avenue in the Bronx, New
York, Clive “DJ Kool Herc’” Campbell intro-
duced his innovative style of disk jockeying
and, together with the master of ceremonies
engaging the crowd with rap on the micro-
phone while partygoers known as B-boys and
B-girls danced, introduced a new style, later
known as ‘“Hip Hop’’, which combined the
elements of a disk jockey (commonly known
as a ‘‘DJ”’), a master of ceremonies (com-
monly known as an ‘‘MC’’), music, art, fash-
ion, and dance;

Whereas, from its humble beginnings in
New York City, the music, lyricism, dance,
fashion, and art of Hip Hop has become a cul-
ture, now found in communities across the
United States, and has long been a worldwide
phenomenon;

Whereas the art and culture of Hip Hop is
an original American creation;

Whereas Hip Hop and other genres of
music, such as jazz from New Orleans, Lou-
isiana, blues from Mississippi, country from
the South, and gospel, soul, rock and roll,
and indigenous music from across the United
States, have all transcended boundaries;

Whereas the Hip Hop genre has been re-
invented often over the years since 1973, re-
flecting the State, city, and region of the
music, from G-funk and Hyphy on the West
Coast, to Bass and Trap in the South, to
Drill in the Midwest, to many other sounds
from coast to coast and from abroad, includ-
ing the New School, which continues that
trend;

Whereas Hip Hop artists and supporters,
originally of African heritage, now transcend
many different ages, ethnicities, religions,
locations, political affiliations, and socio-
economic statuses, which demonstrates the
melting-pot quality of Hip Hop art and cul-
ture;

Whereas the art and culture of Hip Hop
have been adapted in many innovative forms
that are inspirational, challenging, humor-
ous, thought-provoking, and spiritual;

Whereas Hip Hop has provided opportuni-
ties for extracurricular activities, youth
counseling, creative outlets, physical fitness,
vocabulary exercises, poetry, analytical
thinking, entertainment, employment, and
economic impact, and has become an indus-
try that generates more than a billion dol-
lars annually;

Whereas Hip Hop art, education, and cul-
ture have positive effects on society;

Whereas, on August 11, 2021, the Federal
Government, States, cities, and towns will
observe Hip Hop Celebration Day;

Whereas, during the month of August 2021,
the Federal Government, States, cities, and
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towns will observe Hip Hop Recognition
Month; and

Whereas, during the month of November
2021, the Federal Government, States, cities,
and towns will observe Hip Hop History
Month: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates August 11, 2021, as ‘‘Hip Hop
Celebration Day’’;

(2) designates the month of August 2021 as
‘“‘Hip Hop Recognition Month’’;

(3) designates the month of November 2021
as ‘‘Hip Hop History Month”’;

(4) recognizes the contributions of Hip Hop
to art and culture;

(5) encourages Senators to plan appro-
priate activities that support the objective
of the ‘“Back to School Jam’ of August 11,
1973; and

(6) encourages local governments in the
United States to build partnerships with
local Hip Hop entities and other members of
the creative arts and music communities.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 11—PROVIDING FOR AN AN-
NUAL JOINT HEARING OF THE
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET OF
THE SENATE AND THE COM-
MITTEE ON THE BUDGET OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TO RECEIVE A PRESENTATION
FROM THE COMPTROLLER GEN-
ERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
REGARDING THE AUDITED FI-
NANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE
EXECUTIVE BRANCH

Ms. SINEMA (for herself, Ms. ERNST,
Mr. KELLY, Mr. KING, Mr. DAINES, Mr.
BRAUN, and Ms. ROSEN) submitted the
following concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on the
Budget:

S. CoN. REs. 11

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This resolution may be cited as the ‘‘Fiscal
State of the Nation Resolution”.

SEC. 2. ANNUAL JOINT HEARING OF BUDGET
COMMITTEES TO RECEIVE A PRES-
ENTATION BY THE COMPTROLLER
GENERAL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 45 days
(excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holi-
days) after the date on which the Secretary
of the Treasury submits to Congress the au-
dited financial statement required under
paragraph (1) of section 331(e) of title 31,
United States Code, on a date agreed upon by
the chairmen of the Budget Committees and
the Comptroller General of the United
States, the chairmen shall conduct a joint
hearing to receive a presentation from the
Comptroller General—

(1) reviewing the findings of the audit re-
quired under paragraph (2) of such section;
and

(2) providing, with respect to the informa-
tion included by the Secretary in the report
accompanying such audited financial state-
ment, an analysis of the financial position
and condition of the Federal Government, in-
cluding financial measures (such as the net
operating cost, income, budget deficits, or
budget surpluses) and sustainability meas-
ures (such as the long-term fiscal projection
or social insurance projection) described in
such report.

(b) PRESENTATION OF STATEMENT IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH GAO STRATEGIES AND
MEANS.—The Comptroller General of the
United States shall ensure that the presen-
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tation at each joint hearing conducted under
subsection (a) is made in accordance with
the Strategies and Means of the Government
Accountability Office, to ensure that the
presentation will provide professional, objec-
tive, fact-based, nonpartisan, nonideological,
fair, and balanced information to the Mem-
bers attending the hearing.

(¢) RULES APPLICABLE TO HEARING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each joint hearing con-
ducted by the chairmen of the Budget Com-
mittees under subsection (a) shall be con-
ducted in accordance with Standing Rules of
the Senate and the Rules of the House of
Representatives which apply to such a hear-
ing, including the provisions requiring hear-
ings conducted by committees to be open to
the public, including to radio, television, and
still photography coverage.

(2) PERMITTING PARTICIPATION BY SENATORS
AND MEMBERS NOT SERVING ON BUDGET COM-
MITTEES.—Notwithstanding any provision of
the Standing Rules of the Senate or the
Rules of the House of Representatives, any
Senator and any Member of the House of
Representatives (including a Delegate or
Resident Commissioner to the Congress) may
participate in a joint hearing under sub-
section (a) in the same manner and to the
same extent as a Senator or Member of the
House of Representatives who is a member of
either of the Budget Committees.

(d) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
“Budget Committees’” means the Committee
on the Budget of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on the Budget of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The requirement
under subsection (a) shall apply with respect
to any audited financial statement under
section 331(e)(1) of title 31, United States
Code, submitted on or after the date of adop-
tion of this resolution.

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2123. Mr. LEAHY (for himself and Mr.
SHELBY) proposed an amendment to the bill
H.R. 3237, making emergency supplemental
appropriations for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2021, and for other purposes.

SA 2124. Mr. COTTON proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 2123 proposed by Mr.
LEAHY (for himself and Mr. SHELBY) to the
bill H.R. 3237, supra.

SA 2125. Mr. HEINRICH (for Mr. PETERS)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 231, to
direct the Administrator of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency to develop
guidance for firefighters and other emer-
gency response personnel on best practices
to protect them from exposure to PFAS and
to limit and prevent the release of PFAS
into the environment, and for other pur-
poses.

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2123. Mr. LEAHY (for himself and
Mr. SHELBY) proposed an amendment
to the bill H.R. 3237, making emer-
gency supplemental appropriations for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2021, and for other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following:
The following sums are hereby appropriated,
out of any money in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2021, and for other purposes,
namely:
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TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MILITARY PERSONNEL
NATIONAL GUARD PERSONNEL, ARMY

For an additional amount for ‘‘National
Guard Personnel, Army’’, $231,000,000, to re-
spond to the events at the United States
Capitol Complex on January 6, 2021, and for
related purposes: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

NATIONAL GUARD PERSONNEL, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘National
Guard Personnel, Air Force’, $28,900,000, to
respond to the events at the United States
Capitol Complex on January 6, 2021, and for
related purposes: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY
NATIONAL GUARD

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Army National Guard”,
$218,500,000 to respond to the events at the
United States Capitol Complex on January 6,
2021, and for related purposes: Provided, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR NATIONAL
GUARD

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Air National Guard”,
$42,500,000 to respond to the events at the
United States Capitol Complex on January 6,
2021, and for related purposes: Provided, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

OVERSEAS HUMANITARIAN, DISASTER, AND
CIVIC AID

For an additional amount for ‘‘Overseas
Humanitarian, Disaster, and Civic Aid”,
$500,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2022: Provided, That such amount
is designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

TITLE II

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES

ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
REFUGEE AND ENTRANT ASSISTANCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Refugee and
Entrant Assistance’, $25,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2022, for nec-
essary expenses for refugee and entrant as-
sistance activities authorized by section 414
of the Immigration and Nationality Act: Pro-
vided, That such amounts shall be for such
activities for Afghan individuals within the
United States who have been granted special
immigrant status as described in section
602(b)(8) of the Afghan Allies Protection Act
of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note): Provided further,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.
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TITLE IIT
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
SENATE
CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE SENATE
SERGEANT AT ARMS AND DOORKEEPER OF THE
SENATE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Sergeant at
Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate’,
$7,832,856, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026, to prevent, prepare for, and
respond to coronavirus: Provided, That of
such amount, such sums as necessary may be
used to restore amounts, either directly or
through reimbursement, for obligations in-
curred for the same purposes by the Sergeant
at Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate prior
to the date of the enactment of this Act: Pro-
vided further, That such amount shall be allo-
cated in accordance with a spending plan
submitted to the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate: Provided further, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
PAYMENTS TO WIDOWS AND HEIRS OF
DECEASED MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

For payment to Susan M. Wright, widow of
Ronald Wright, late a Representative from
the State of Texas, $174,000.

For payment to the heirs at law of Alcee
Hastings, late a Representative from the
State of Florida, $174,000.

ALLOWANCES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For an additional amount for ‘“Allowances
and Expenses’, $11,650,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2022, to prevent, pre-
pare for, and respond to coronavirus, which
shall be for necessary expenses for business
continuity and disaster recovery: Provided,
That of such amount, such sums as necessary
may be used to restore amounts, either di-
rectly or through reimbursement, for obliga-
tions incurred for the same purposes by the
Sergeant at Arms of the House of Represent-
atives prior to the date of the enactment of
this Act: Provided further, That such amount
shall be allocated in accordance with a
spending plan submitted to and approved by
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives: Provided further,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

CAPITOL POLICE
SALARIES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries’’,
$37,495,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2022, to respond to the events at
the United States Capitol on January 6, 2021,
and for related purposes: Provided, That of
such amount, such sums as necessary may be
used to restore amounts, either directly or
through reimbursement, for obligations in-
curred for the same purposes by the Capitol
Police prior to the date of the enactment of
this Act: Provided further, That of such
amount, $3,600,000 may remain available
until expended for retention bonuses: Pro-
vided further, That of such amount, up to
$6,900,000 shall be made available for hazard
pay for employees of the Capitol Police: Pro-
vided further, That of such amount, $1,361,300
shall be made available for the wellness pro-
gram for the United States Capitol Police:
Provided further, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
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GENERAL EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For an additional amount for ‘‘General Ex-
penses’’, $33,169,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2022, to respond to the events
at the United States Capitol on January 6,
2021, and for related purposes: Provided, That
of such amount, such sums as necessary may
be used to restore amounts, either directly
or through reimbursement, for obligations
incurred for the same purposes by the Cap-
itol Police prior to the date of the enactment
of this Act: Provided further, That of such
amount, $2,628,000 shall remain available
until expended for physical protection bar-
riers and various civil disturbance unit
equipment: Provided further, That amounts
provided under this heading in this Act for
physical protection barriers may be trans-
ferred to and merged with the Capitol Police
Building and Grounds Account of the Archi-
tect of the Capitol: Provided further, That of
such amount, not less than $5,000,000 shall be
made available for reimbursable agreements
with State and local law enforcement agen-
cies and not less than $4,800,000 shall be
available for protective details for Members
of Congress, including Delegates and the
Resident Commissioner to the Congress: Pro-
vided further, That of such amount, up to
$2,500,000 may be transferred to ‘‘Department
of Justice—United States Marshals Service—
Salaries and Expenses’ for the purpose of re-
imbursements for providing peer-to-peer and
group counseling services to the Capitol Po-
lice and training and technical and related
assistance necessary to establish a peer-to-
peer and group counseling program within
the Capitol Police: Provided further, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

For an additional amount for ‘“General Ex-
penses”’, $800,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2022, to prevent, prepare for,
and respond to coronavirus: Provided, That of
such amount, such sums as necessary may be
used to restore amounts, either directly or
through reimbursement, for obligations in-
curred for the same purposes by the Capitol
Police prior to the date of the enactment of
this Act: Provided further, That such amount
is designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
UNITED STATES CAPITOL POLICE MUTUAL AID

REIMBURSEMENTS

For an additional amount for ‘‘United
States Capitol Police Mutual Aid Reimburse-
ments’’, $35,396,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2026, for reimbursements for
mutual aid and related training, including
mutual aid and training provided under the
agreements described in section 7302 of Pub-
lic Law 108-458: Provided, That of such
amount, up to $9,096,000 is available to be
used for reimbursement to the United States
Capitol Police’s primary local law enforce-
ment partners for mutual aid provided in re-
sponse to the events of January 6, 2021: Pro-
vided further, That obligation of the funds
made available under this heading in this
Act be subject to notification to the Chair-
men and Ranking Members of the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress, the Senate Committee on Rules
and Administration, and the Committee on
House Administration of the amount and
purpose of the expense within 15 days of obli-
gation: Provided further, That such amount is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
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ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
WELLNESS PROGRAM

SEC. 301. (a) APPLICATION OF LAW.—The
wellness program of the United States Cap-
itol Police shall be known and designated as
the ‘“Howard C. Liebengood Center for
Wellness”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
apply with respect to fiscal year 2021 and
each succeeding fiscal year.

CAPITOL POLICE SALARY CAP ADJUSTMENT

SEC. 302. For the purposes of administering
pay during calendar year 2021, the maximum
annual payable rate for any member or civil-
ian employee of the Capitol Police whose
compensation includes overtime pay under
the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29
U.S.C. 201 et seq.) shall be set at Executive
Schedule II at $199,300. Excluded from this
limitation for calendar year 2021 shall be re-
tention bonuses and hazard bonuses related
to the events of January 6th.

ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL

CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATIONS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Capital
Construction and Operations’, $21,869,069, to
remain available until September 30, 2022, to
prevent, prepare for, and respond to
coronavirus, for necessary expenses of the
Architect of the Capitol to supplement the
funding made available in Public Law 116—
136, as amended by section 159(3) of Public
Law 116-159, and for the same purposes; and
for related purchases for Congressional of-
fices, including in Congressional Districts
and State Offices, wherever located: Pro-
vided, That any funds transferred by the Ar-
chitect to restore amounts, either directly or
through reimbursement, for obligations in-
curred for the purposes provided herein prior
to the date of enactment of this Act shall be
merged with and made available for the
same purposes, and period of availability, as
the appropriations to which the funds are
transferred: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

CAPITOL POLICE BUILDINGS, GROUNDS AND

SECURITY
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For an additional amount for ‘“Capitol Po-
lice Buildings, Grounds and Security”’,
$300,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2023, to respond to the events at
the United States Capitol on January 6, 2021:
Provided, That of such amount $283,000,000
shall be for necessary upgrade or replace-
ment of windows and doors in the Capitol
Building and the House of Representatives
and Senate office buildings on the Capitol
grounds, as well as any related work to
harden or enhance physical security of such
structures: Provided further, That of such
amount, $17,000,000 shall be for the purchase
and installation of cameras at the Senate
and House of Representatives office build-
ings for the purposes of safety and security:
Provided further, That amounts necessary for
the purpose in the preceding proviso may be
transferred between the Architect of the
Capitol and the United States Capitol Police,
as needed: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS TITLE

SEC. 310. None of the funds made available
in this or any other Act in prior fiscal years,
this fiscal year, or any fiscal year thereafter
may be used to install permanent, above-
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ground fencing around the perimeter, or any
portion thereof, of the United States Capitol
Grounds, as described in section 5102 of title
40, United States Code.

SEcC. 311. For fiscal years 2021 and 2022, sub-
ject to the approval of the Chairs and Rank-
ing Members of Committee on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and
the Senate, the Architect of the Capitol may
accept contributions of, and may incur obli-
gations and make expenditures out of avail-
able appropriations for, supplies, products,
and services necessary to respond to an
emergency involving the safety of human
life or the protection of property, as deter-
mined or declared by the Capitol Police
Board, which may be provided for the use of
any office which is located within any build-
ing, grounds, or facility for which the Archi-
tect of the Capitol is responsible for the
maintenance, care, and operation, on a reim-
bursable or non-reimbursable basis subject
to the availability of funds.

TITLE IV
BILATERAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE
FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO THE PRESIDENT
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
MIGRATION AND REFUGEE ASSISTANCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Migration
and Refugee Assistance’, $100,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, to address
humanitarian needs in Afghanistan and to
assist Afghan refugees: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

UNITED STATES EMERGENCY REFUGEE AND

MIGRATION ASSISTANCE FUND

For an additional amount for ‘‘United
States Emergency Refugee and Migration
Assistance Fund’, $500,000,000, to remain
available until expended, notwithstanding
section 2(c)(2) of the Migration and Refugee
Assistance Act of 1962, as amended (22 U.S.C.
2601(c)(2)): Provided, That such amount is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS TITLE

EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF THE AFGHAN
SPECIAL IMMIGRANT VISA PROGRAM

SEC. 401. (a) Section 602(b) of the Afghan
Allies Protection Act of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101
note) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A) by amending
clause (ii) to read as follows:

‘“(ii) was or is employed in Afghanistan on
or after October 7, 2001, for not less than 1
year—

“(D by, or on behalf of, the United States
Government; or

‘“(IT1) by the International Security Assist-
ance Force (or any successor name for such
Force) in a capacity that required the alien—

‘‘(aa) while traveling off-base with United
States military personnel stationed at the
International Security Assistance Force (or
any successor name for such Force), to serve
as an interpreter or translator for such
United States military personnel; or

““(bb) to perform activities for the United
States military personnel stationed at Inter-
national Security Assistance Force (or any
successor name for such Force);”’; and

(B) in subparagraph (D)@ii)(I)(bb)—

(i) in the matter preceding subitem (AA),
by inserting ‘‘per denial or revocation’ after
‘“‘written appeal’’; and

(ii) in subitem (AA), by inserting ‘‘or
thereafter at the discretion of the Secretary
of State” after ‘‘in writing”’;
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(2) in paragraph (3)(F)—

(A) in the subparagraph heading, by strik-
ing ‘2021’ and inserting ‘‘2022’’;

(B) in the matter preceding clause (i)—

(i) by striking ‘‘exhausted,,” and inserting
“exhausted,”; and

(ii) by striking
¢34,500’’;

(C) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘December 31,
2022’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2023;’; and

(D) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘December 31,
2022’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2023;’’;

(3) in paragraph (4)(A), by inserting ‘, in-
cluding Chief of Mission approval,” after ‘‘so
that all steps’’; and

(4) in paragraph (13), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘Janu-

€26,500" and inserting

ary 31, 2023” and inserting ‘January 31,
2024,
(b) EMERGENCY REQUIREMENT.—The

amount provided by this section is des-

ignated by the Congress as being for an

emergency requirement pursuant to section

251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and

Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

WAIVER OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION FOR AFGHAN
ALLIES

SEC. 402. (a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Sec-
retary of State and the Secretary of Home-
land Security may jointly issue a blanket
waiver of the requirement that aliens de-
scribed in section 602(b)(2) of the Afghan Al-
lies Protection Act of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101) un-
dergo a medical exam under section 221(d) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1201(d)), or any other applicable provi-
sion of law, prior to issuance of an immi-
grant visa or admission to the United States.

(b) DURATION.—A waiver under subsection
(a) shall be for a period of 1 year, and, sub-
ject to subsection (g), may be extended by
the Secretary of State and Secretary of
Homeland Security for additional periods,
each of which shall not exceed 1 year.

(c) NOTIFICATION.—Upon exercising the
waiver authority under subsection (a), or the
authority to extend a waiver under sub-
section (b), the Secretary of State and the
Secretary of Homeland Security shall notify
the appropriate congressional committees.

(d) REQUIREMENT FOR MEDICAL EXAMINA-
TION AFTER ADMISSION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, shall
establish procedures to ensure, to the great-
est extent practicable, that any alien who re-
ceives a waiver of the medical examination
requirement under this section completes
such an exam not later than 30 days after the
date on which the alien is admitted to the
United States.

(2) CONDITIONAL BASIS FOR STATUS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, an alien who receives
a waiver of the medical examination require-
ment under this section shall be considered,
at the time of admission to the United
States, as an alien lawfully admitted for per-
manent residence on a conditional basis.

(B) REMOVAL OF CONDITIONS.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall remove
the conditional basis of the alien’s status
upon the Secretary’s confirmation that such
alien has completed the medical examina-
tion and is not inadmissible under section
212(a)(1)(A) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(1)(A)).

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date on which the waiver authority
under subsection (a) is exercised, or such
waiver is extended under subsection (b), as
applicable, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, in consultation with the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, shall submit to
the appropriate congressional committees a
report on the status of medical examinations
required under paragraph (1), including—
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(A) the number of pending and completed
examinations; and

(B) the number of aliens who have failed to
complete the medical examination within
the 30-day period after the date of such
aliens’ admission.

(e) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees of
Congress’ means—

(1) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on the Judiciary, the Committee
on Foreign Relations, and the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on the Judiciary, the Committee
on Foreign Affairs, and the Committee on
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(f) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
Act may be construed to prevent the Sec-
retary of State, the Secretary of Homeland
Security, the Secretary of Defense, or the
Secretary of Health and Human Services
from adopting appropriate measures to pre-
vent the spread of communicable diseases,
including COVID-19, to the United States.

(g) SUNSET.—The authority under sub-
sections (a) and (b) expires on the date that
is 3 years after the date of enactment of this
Act.

(h) EMERGENCY REQUIREMENT.—The
amount provided by this section is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

SPECIAL IMMIGRANT STATUS FOR CERTAIN
SURVIVING SPOUSES AND CHILDREN

SEC. 403. (a) IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY
AcT.—Section 101(a)(27)(D) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 TU.S.C.
1101(a)(27)(D)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘an immigrant who is an
employee’” and inserting ‘‘an immigrant
who—

‘(i) is an employee’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘grant such status;”’ and in-
serting ‘‘grant such status; or

‘“(ii) is the surviving spouse or child of an
employee of the United States Government
abroad: Provided, That the employee per-
formed faithful service for a total of not less
than 15 years or was Kkilled in the line of
duty;”.

(b) AFGHAN ALLIES PROTECTION ACT OF
2009.—Section 602(b)(2)(C) of the Afghan Al-
lies Protection Act of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101
note) is amended—

(1) in clause (ii), by redesignating sub-
clauses (I) and (II) as items (aa) and (bb), re-
spectively, and moving such items 2 ems to
the right;

(2) by redesignating clauses (i) and (ii) as
subclauses (I) and (II), respectively, and
moving such subclauses 2 ems to the right;

(3) in the matter preceding subclause (I), as
redesignated, by striking ‘““An alien is de-
scribed’” and inserting the following:

‘(I) IN GENERAL.—AnN alien is described’’;

(4) in clause (@{1)(I), as redesignated, by
striking ‘“who had a petition for classifica-
tion approved’ and inserting ‘‘who had sub-
mitted an application to the Chief of Mis-
sion’’; and

(5) by adding at the end the following:

¢(II) EMPLOYMENT REQUIREMENTS.—An ap-
plication by a surviving spouse or child of a
principal alien shall be subject to employ-
ment requirements set forth in subparagraph
(A) as of the date of the principal alien’s fil-
ing of an application for the first time, or if
no application has been filed, the employ-
ment requirements as of the date of the prin-
cipal alien’s death.”.

(c) REFUGEE CRISIS IN IRAQ ACT OF 2007.—
Section 1244(b)(3) of the Refugee Crisis in
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Iraq Act of 2007 (8 U.S.C. 1157 note) is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking ‘‘described in subsection
(b)”’ and inserting ‘‘in this subsection’’;

(2) in subparagraph (B), by redesignating
clauses (i) and (ii) as subclauses (I) and (II),
respectively, and moving such subclauses 2
ems to the right;

(3) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and
(B) as clauses (i) and (ii), respectively, and
moving such clauses 2 ems to the right;

(4) in the matter preceding clause (i), as re-
designated, by striking ‘“‘An alien is de-
scribed’” and inserting the following:

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—An alien is described’’;

() in subparagraph (A)(1), as redesignated,
by striking ‘“‘who had a petition for classi-
fication approved’ and inserting ‘‘who sub-
mitted an application to the Chief of Mis-
sion’’; and

(6) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(B) EMPLOYMENT REQUIREMENTS.—AnN ap-
plication by a surviving spouse or child of a
principal alien shall be subject to employ-
ment requirements set forth in paragraph (1)
as of the date of the principal alien’s filing of
an application for the first time, or if the
principal alien did not file an application,
the employment requirements as of the date
of the principal alien’s death.”.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall be effective on
June 30, 2021, and shall have retroactive ef-
fect.

(e) EMERGENCY REQUIREMENT.—The amount
provided by this section is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

CONVERSION OF PETITIONS FOR SPECIAL
IMMIGRANT STATUS FOR CERTAIN IRAQIS

SEC. 404. (a) Section 2 of Public Law 110-242
(8 U.S.C. 1101 note) is amended by striking
subsection (b) and inserting the following:

“(b) DURATION.—The authority under sub-
section (a) shall expire on the date on which
the numerical limitation specified under sec-
tion 1244 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law
110-181; 8 U.S.C. 1157 note) is reached.”.

(b) EMERGENCY REQUIREMENT.—The
amount provided by this section is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

TITLE V
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
ACTIVITIES
OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS

STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT

ASSISTANCE
For an additional amount for ‘‘State and
Local Law Enforcement Assistance”’,

$1,100,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2022, for the sole purpose of re-
storing amounts, either directly or through
reimbursement, for obligations incurred for
extraordinary law enforcement and related
costs directly associated with protection of
the President-elect from November 4, 2020
until the inauguration of the President-elect
as President: Provided, That such reimburse-
ment shall be provided only for costs that a
State or local agency can document as being
over and above the cost of normal law en-
forcement operations and as being directly
attributable to the provision of protection
described herein: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.
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TITLE VI
GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS ACT

SEC. 601. Each amount appropriated or
made available by this Act is in addition to
amounts otherwise appropriated for the fis-
cal year involved.

SEC. 602. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein.

SEC. 603. Unless otherwise provided for by
this Act, the additional amounts appro-
priated by this Act to appropriations ac-
counts shall be available under the authori-
ties and conditions applicable to such appro-
priations accounts for fiscal year 2021.

SEC. 604. Except for funds used to restore
amounts, either directly or through reim-
bursement, for obligations incurred prior to
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
notwithstanding any other provision of law,
funds made available in this Act shall only
be used for the purposes specifically de-
scribed herein.

SEC. 605. In this Act, the term
‘‘coronavirus” means SARS-CoV-2 or an-
other coronavirus with pandemic potential.

SEC. 606. Each amount designated in this
Act by the Congress as being for an emer-
gency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 shall
be available (or rescinded or transferred, if
applicable) only if the President subse-
quently so designates all such amounts and
transmits such designations to the Congress.

SEC. 607. Any amount appropriated by this
Act, designated by the Congress as an emer-
gency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 and
subsequently so designated by the President,
and transferred pursuant to transfer authori-
ties provided by this Act shall retain such
designation.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Emergency
Security Supplemental Appropriations Act,
2021.”

SA 2124. Mr. COTTON proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 2123 pro-
posed by Mr. LEAHY (for himself and
Mr. SHELBY) to the bill H.R. 3237, mak-
ing emergency supplemental appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2021, and for other purposes;
as follows:

On page 17, between lines 2 and 3, insert
the following:

(c) Report to Congress.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of State, in consultation with the
Secretary of Defense, shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a report,
including a classified annex, if necessary, on
the Afghan special immigrant visa program
as described in Section 602(b) of the Afghan
Allies Protection Act of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101
note) and Section 1059 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act of 2006 (8 U.S.C. 1101
note).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) The total number of visas issued under
such program, disaggregated by fiscal year.

(B) With respect to principal aliens issued
special immigrant visas under such program,
a description of the types of roles performed
for which such aliens earned eligibility for
such visas.

(C) Information regarding the average
processing times for visa applicants under
such program, disaggregated by the fiscal
year in which visa applications under the
program were submitted.
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(D) The number of individuals who have
pending applications for visas under such
program, including—

1) The number of individuals approved of
the total number of applications processed
by the Chief of Mission; and

(2) The number of successful appeals of the
total number of application appeals filed.

(E) The estimated total number of individ-
uals who have performed the requisite em-
ployment to apply for a visa under such pro-
gram, but who have not yet applied for or re-
ceived a visa, including a description of the
methodology used to create such an esti-
mate.

(3) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘ap-
propriate congressional committees”
means—

(A) the Committee on Appropriations, the
Committee on Armed Services, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, the Committee on
Foreign Relations, and the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Appropriations, the
Committee on Armed Services, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, and the Committee on
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

SA 2125. Mr. HEINRICH (for Mr.
PETERS) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 231, to direct the Administrator
of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency to develop guidance for fire-
fighters and other emergency response
personnel on best practices to protect
them from exposure to PFAS and to
limit and prevent the release of PFAS
into the environment, and for other
purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting
Firefighters from Adverse Substances Act”
or the “PFAS Act”.

SEC. 2. GUIDANCE ON HOW TO PREVENT EXPO-
SURE TO AND RELEASE OF PFAS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Homeland Security, in con-
sultation with the Administrator of the
United States Fire Administration, the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Director of the National Insti-
tute for Occupational Safety and Health, and
the heads of any other relevant agencies,
shall—

(1) develop and publish guidance for fire-
fighters and other emergency response per-
sonnel on training, education programs, and
best practices;

(2) make available a curriculum designed
to—

(A) reduce and eliminate exposure to per-
and polyfluoroalkyl substances (commonly
referred to as “PFAS”) from firefighting
foam and personal protective equipment;

(B) prevent the release of PFAS from fire-
fighting foam into the environment; and
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(C) educate firefighters and other emer-
gency response personnel on foams and non-
foam alternatives, personal protective equip-
ment, and other firefighting tools and equip-
ment that do not contain PFAS; and

(3) create an online public repository,
which shall be updated on a regular basis, on
tools and best practices for firefighters and
other emergency response personnel to re-
duce, limit, and prevent the release of and
exposure to PFAS.

(b) CURRICULUM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of devel-
oping the curriculum required under sub-
section (a)(2), the Administrator of the
United States Fire Administration shall
make recommendations to the Secretary of
Homeland Security as to the content of the
curriculum.

(2) CONSULTATION.—For the purpose of
making recommendations under paragraph
(1), the Administrator of the United States
Fire Administration shall consult with inter-
ested entities, as appropriate, including—

(A) firefighters and other emergency re-
sponse personnel, including national fire
service and emergency response organiza-
tions;

(B) impacted communities dealing with
PFAS contamination;

(C) scientists, including public and occupa-
tional health and safety experts, who are
studying PFAS and PFAS alternatives in
firefighting foam;

(D) voluntary standards organizations en-
gaged in developing standards for firefighter
and firefighting equipment;

(E) State fire training academies;

(F) State fire marshals;

(G) manufacturers of firefighting tools and
equipment; and

(H) any other relevant entities, as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity and the Administrator of the United
States Fire Administration.

(c) REVIEW.—Not later than 3 years after
the date on which the guidance and cur-
riculum required under subsection (a) is
issued, and not less frequently than once
every 3 years thereafter, the Secretary of
Homeland Security, in consultation with the
Administrator of the United States Fire Ad-
ministration, the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, and the Direc-
tor of the National Institute for Occupa-
tional Safety and Health, shall review the
guidance and curriculum and, as appropriate,
issue updates to the guidance and cur-
riculum.

(d) APPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The Federal
Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.)
shall not apply to this Act.

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this Act shall be construed to require the
Secretary of Homeland Security to promul-
gate or enforce regulations under subchapter
IT of chapter 5 of title 5, United States Code
(commonly known as the ‘“Administrative
Procedure Act”’).

———————
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I have
5 requests for committees to meet dur-
ing today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, July 29, 2021, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing on nominations.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, July 29, 2021, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL

RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, July 29, 2021, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, July 29,
2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing
nominations.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SUPERFUND, WASTE
MANAGEMENT, AND REGULATORY OVERSIGHT
The Subcommittee on Superfund,

Waste Management, and Regulatory
Oversight of the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, July 29, 2021, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Mackie
McIntosh, a detailee with the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works, and Laura Gentile, Heather
Dean, and Emily Tucker, who are fel-
lows with the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works be given floor
privileges for the duration of the con-
sideration of H.R. 3684, the Invest in
America Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

FOREIGN TRAVEL FINANCIAL REPORTS

In accordance with the appropriate provisions of law, the Secretary of the Senate herewith submits the following re-
ports for standing committees of the Senate, certain joint committees of the Congress, delegations and groups, and select
and special committees of the Senate, relating to expenses incurred in the performance of authorized foreign travel:
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CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FOREIGN FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22,
P.L. 95-384—22 U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS FOR TRAVEL FROM APR. 1 TO JUNE 30, 2021

Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency currency currency currency
Alexandra Davis:
United States Dollars 14,688.88 14,688.88
Sudan Pounds 610.31 610.31
United Arab Emirates Dirham 274.75 274.75
Senator Lindsey Graham:
United States Dollars 9,645.83 9,645.83
Israel Shekel 888.56 888.56
Matt Rimkunas:
United States Dollars 12,494.02 12,494.02
Israel Shekel 803.28 803.28
Senator Lisa Murkowski:
United States Dollars 2,492.95 2,492.95
Iceland Krona 515.50 515.50
Matthew Hickey:
United States Dollars 2,492.95 2,492.95
Iceland Krona 360.50 360.60
Delegation Expenses:*
Sudan Pounds 3,178.77 3,178.77
United Arab Emirates Dirham 745.44 745.44
Delegation Expenses:*
Israel Shekel 11,879.73 i 11,879.73
Delegation Expenses:*
Iceland Krona 2,580.23 e 2,540.23
Total 345290 s 4181463 ... 1834417 o 63,611.70

*Delegation expenses include official expenses reimbursed to the Department of State, under the authority of Sec. 502(b) of the Mutual Security Act of 1954, as amended by Sec. 22 of P.L. 95-384, and may include S. Res. 179 funds
agreed to May 25, 1977.
PATRICK LEAHY,
Chairman, Committee on Appropriations, July 23, 2021.

CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22,
P.L. 95-384—22 U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES FOR TRAVEL FROM APR. 1 TO JUNE 30, 2021

Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency currency currency currency
Senator Tammy Duckworth:
United States Dollar 5,553.25 5,553.25
South Korea Won 121.11 121.11
Senator Dan Sullivan:
United States Dollar 7,151.05 7,757.05
South Korea Won 151.69 151.69
Jazmine Bonner:
United States Dollar 5,588.55 5,588.55
South Korea Won 216.23 216.23
Kathryn Sudhoff:
United States Dollar 5,553.65 5,553.65
South Korea Won 204.32 204.32
Elizabeth Banicki:
United States Dollar 5,588.55 5,588.55
South Korea Won 152.57 152.57
Delegation Expenses:*
South Korea Won 5,863.73 e 5,863.73
Total 845.92 ..o 105,631.35 oo 5863.73 i 106,477.27

*Delegation expenses include official expenses reimbursed to the Department of State, under the authority of Sec. 502(b) of the Mutual Security Act of 1954, as amended by Sec. 22 of P.L. 95-384, and may include S. Res. 179 funds
agreed to May 25, 1977.
JACK REED,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Mar. 27, 2021.

CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22,
P.L. 95-384—22 U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION FOR TRAVEL FROM APR. 1 TO JUNE 30, 2021

Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency currency currency currency
Mathew Murray:
United States Dollar 9,128.12 9,128.12
Israel Shekel 1,070.00 1,070.00
Delegation Expenses:*
Shekel 4,00246 oo 4,002.46
Total 1,070.00 oo 912812 4,00286 ... 14,200.58

*Delegation expenses include official expenses reimbursed to the Department of State, under the authority of Sec. 502(b) of the Mutual Security Act of 1954, as amended by Sec. 22 of P.L. 95-384, and may include S. Res. 179 funds
agreed to May 25, 1977.
MARIA CANTWELL,
Chairman, Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
July 13, 2021.

CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22,
P.L. 95-384—22 U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON FINANCE FOR TRAVEL FROM APR. 1 TO JUNE 30, 2021

Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency currency currency currency

Senator William Cassidy:
Panama Balboa 23.00 23.00
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CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22,
P.L. 95-384—22 U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON FINANCE FOR TRAVEL FROM APR. 1 TO JUNE 30, 2021—Continued

Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency currency currency currency
United States Dollar 4,160.05 4,160.05
Katie Hadji:
Panama Balboa 198.00 198.00
United States Dollar 4,193.00 4,193.00
Delegation Expenses:*
Panama Dollar 63501 e 635.01
Total 22100 s 8,353.05 i 635.01 i 9,209.06

*Delegation expenses include official expenses reimbursed to the Department of State, under the authority of Sec. 502(b) of the Mutual Security Act of 1954, as amended by Sec. 22 of P.L. 95-384, and may include S. Res. 179 funds
agreed to May 25, 1977.

RON WYDEN,
Chairman, Committee on Finance, July 27, 2021.

CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22,
P.L. 95-384—22 U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS FOR TRAVEL FROM APR. 1 TO JUNE 30, 2021

Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency currency currency currency
Senator Christopher Coons:
United Arab Emirates Dirham 1,205.08 1,205.08
Sudan Pound 614.62 614.62
United States Dollar 14,658.00 14,658.00
Thomas Mancinelli:
United Arab Emirates Dirham 1,203.63 1,203.63
Sudan Pound 579.62 579.62
United States Dollar 14,658.00 14,658.00
Senator Chris Van Hollen:
United Arab Emirates Dirham 1,311.61 1,311.61
Sudan Pound 918.89 918.89
United States Dollar 14,693.88 14,693.88
Delegation Expenses:
United Arab Emirates Dirham 2,236.34 2,236.34
Sudan Pound 9,536.33 9,536.33
Senator Christopher Coons:
Republic of Korea Won 850.00 850.00
United States Dollar 6,874.45 6,874.45
Thomas Mancinelli:
Republic of Korea Won 857.47 857.47
United States Dollar 5,518.55 5,518.55
Delegation Expenses:*
Korea Won 2,30549 . 2,345.49
Senator Ted Cruz:
Israel Shekel 760.00 760.00
United States Dollar 9,767.45 9,767.45
Omri Ceren:
Israel Shekel 1,102.70 1,102.70
United States Dollar 9,128.12 9,128.12
Senator Bill Hagerty:
Israel Shekel 1,362.19 1,362.19
United States Dollar 4,584.72 4,584.72
Robert Zarate:
Israel Shekel 1,592.92 1,592.92
United States Dollar 3,563.72 3,563.72
Delegation Expenses:*
Israe Shekel 13,302.29 13,302.29
Senator Bill Hagerty:
Guatemal Quetzal 187.96 187.96
Mexico Peso 271.35 271.35
United States Dollar 4,319.84 4,319.84
Robert Zarate:
Guatemal Quetzal 187.96 187.96
Mexico Peso 271.35 271.35
United States Dollar 3,760.09 3,760.09
Delegation Expenses:*
Guatemal Quetzal 598.90 598.90
Mexico Peso 922.00 922.00
Senator Christopher Murphy:
Oman Rial 700.78 700.78
Jordan Dinar 955.84 955.84
United States Dollar 10,845.65 10,845.65
Jessica Elledge:
Oman Rial 960.78 960.78
Jordan Dinar 1,239.64 1,239.64
United States Dollar 10,257.35 10,257.35
Delegation Expenses:*
Oman Rial 222.39 222.39
Jordan Dinar 1,468.83 1,468.83
Senator Jeanne Shaheen:
Ukraine Hryvnia 261.80 261.80
Georgia Lari 438.50 438.50
United States Dollar 6,226.05 6,226.05
Amy English:
Ukraine Hryvnia 310.80 310.80
Georgia Lari 461.51 461.51
United States Dollar 6,358.65 6,358.65
Senator Rob Portman:
Ukraine Hryvnia 245.11 245.11
Georgia Lari 455.19 455.19
United States Dollar 7,058.15 7,058.15
Wayne Jones:
Ukraine Hryvnia 418.00 418.00
Georgia Lari 647.61 647.61
United States Dollar 6,226.00 6,226.00
Senator Christopher Murphy:
Ukraine Hryvnia 782.00 782.00
United States Dollar 6,354.85 6,354.85

Jessica Elledge:
Ukraine Hryvnia 832.00 832.00
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CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22,
P.L. 95-384—22 U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS FOR TRAVEL FROM APR. 1 TO JUNE 30, 2021—Continued

Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total

U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent

currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency currency currency currency
United States Dollar 6,455.85 6,455.85

Delegation Expenses:*

Ukraine Hryvnia 2,054.93 2,054.93
Georgia Lari 4,846.54 4,846.54
Total 2198691 .o 145,083.32 oo 43,760.09  ..ooooovieeiinnnnnns 210,830.32

*Delegation expenses include official expenses reimbursed to the Department of State, under the authority of Sec. 503(b) of the Mutual Security Act of 1954, as amended by Sec. 22 of P.L. 95-384, and may include S. Res. 179 funds

agreed to May 25, 1977.

ROBERT MENENDEZ,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, July 22, 2021.

CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22,
P.L. 95-384—22 U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE FOR TRAVEL FROM APR. 1 TO JUNE 30, 2021

Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency currency currency currency
Jon Estridge:
405.00 405.00
12,218.00 12,218.00
364.00 364.00
Delegation Expenses:
789.00 789.00
0.00
Brett Freedman:
976.70 976.70
114.00 114.00
12,344.25 12,344.25
0.00
Mike Casey:
942.16 942.16
615.17 615.17
8,937.75 8937.75
Delegation Expenses:*
413852 e 4,138.52
0.00
Brian Walsh:
1,043.05 1,043.05
8,910.95 8910.95
Total 4,460.08 ... 4241095 .. 492752 e 51,798.55

*Delegation expenses include official expenses reimbursed to the Department of state, under the authority of Sec. 502(b) of the Mutual Security Act of 1954, as amended by Sec. 22 of P.L. 95-384, and may include S. Res. 179 funds

agreed to May 25, 1977.

MARK R. WARNER,
Chairman, Committee on Intelligence, July 20, 2021.

CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22,
P.L. 95-384—22 U.S.C. 1754(b), REPUBLICAN LEADER FOR TRAVEL FROM APR. 1 TO JUNE 30, 2021

Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total

U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent

currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency currency currency currency

Robert Karem:

United States Dollar 8,938.85 8,938.85
Greece Euro 933.50 933.50
Belgium Euro 606.50 606.50
Total 1,540.00 oo 8,938.85 10,478.85

*Delegation expenses include official expenses reimbursed to the Department of State, under the authority of Sec. 502(b) of the Mutual Security Act of 1954, as amended by Sec. 22 of P.L. 95-384, and may include S. Res. 179 funds

agreed to May 25, 1977.

PROTECTING FIREFIGHTERS FROM
ADVERSE SUBSTANCES ACT

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 55, S. 231.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 231) to direct the Administrator
of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency to develop guidance for firefighters
and other emergency response personnel on
best practices to protect them from exposure
to PFAS and to limit and prevent the release

e —————

MITCH McCONNELL,
Republican Leader, July 19, 2021.

of PFAS into the environment, and for other
purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, with an amendment to
strike all after the enacting clause and
insert in lieu thereof the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting Fire-
fighters from Adverse Substances Act’ or the
“PFAS Act”.

SEC. 2. GUIDANCE ON HOW TO PREVENT EXPO-
SURE TO AND RELEASE OF PFAS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days

after the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-

ministrator of the Federal Emergency Manage-

ment Agency, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator of the United States Fire Administration,
the Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, the Director of the National Insti-
tute for Occupational Safety and Health, and
the heads of any other relevant agencies, shall—

(1) develop and publish guidance for fire-
fighters and other emergency response personnel
on training, education programs, and best prac-
tices to—

(A) reduce and eliminate exposure to per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances (commonly referred
to as “PFAS”) from firefighting foam and per-
sonal protective equipment; and

(B) prevent the release of PFAS from fire-
fighting foam into the environment;

(2) develop and issue guidance for firefighters
and other emergency response personnel on
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foams and non-foam alternatives, personal pro-
tective equipment, and other firefighting tools
and equipment that do not contain PFAS; and

(3) create an online public repository, which
shall be updated on a regular basis, on tools
and best practices for firefighters and other
emergency response personnel to reduce, limit,
and prevent the release of and exposure to
PFAS.

(b) REQUIRED CONSULTATION.—In developing
the guidance required under subsection (a), the
Administrator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency shall consult with appropriate
interested entities, including—

(1) firefighters and other emergency response
personnel, including national fire service and
emergency response organizations;

(2) impacted communities dealing with PFAS
contamination;

(3) scientists, including public and occupa-
tional health and safety experts, who are study-
ing PFAS and PFAS alternatives in firefighting
foam;

(4) wvoluntary standards organizations en-
gaged in developing standards for firefighter
and firefighting equipment;

(5) State fire training academies;

(6) State fire marshals;

(7) manufacturers of firefighting tools and
equipment; and

(8) any other relevant entities, as determined
by the Administrator of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency and the Administrator of
the United States Fire Administration.

(c) REVIEW OF GUIDANCE.—Not later than 3
years after the date on which the guidance re-
quired under subsection (a) is issued, and not
less frequently than once every 2 years there-
after, the Administrator of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, in consultation
with the Administrator of the United States Fire
Administration, the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, and the Director
of the National Institute for Occupational Safe-
ty and Health, shall review the guidance and,
as appropriate, issue updates to the guidance.

(d) APPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The Federal
Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) shall
not apply to this Act.

Mr. HEINRICH. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment be withdrawn; that
the Peters substitute amendment,
which is at the desk, be considered and
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be
considered read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment,
in the nature of a substitute, was with-
drawn.

The amendment (No. 2125), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to as
follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting
Firefighters from Adverse Substances Act”
or the “PFAS Act”.

SEC. 2. GUIDANCE ON HOW TO PREVENT EXPO-
SURE TO AND RELEASE OF PFAS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Homeland Security, in con-
sultation with the Administrator of the
United States Fire Administration, the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Director of the National Insti-
tute for Occupational Safety and Health, and
the heads of any other relevant agencies,
shall—
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(1) develop and publish guidance for fire-
fighters and other emergency response per-
sonnel on training, education programs, and
best practices;

(2) make available a curriculum designed
to—

(A) reduce and eliminate exposure to per-
and polyfluoroalkyl substances (commonly
referred to as “PFAS”) from firefighting
foam and personal protective equipment;

(B) prevent the release of PFAS from fire-
fighting foam into the environment; and

(C) educate firefighters and other emer-
gency response personnel on foams and non-
foam alternatives, personal protective equip-
ment, and other firefighting tools and equip-
ment that do not contain PFAS; and

(3) create an online public repository,
which shall be updated on a regular basis, on
tools and best practices for firefighters and
other emergency response personnel to re-
duce, limit, and prevent the release of and
exposure to PFAS.

(b) CURRICULUM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of devel-
oping the curriculum required under sub-
section (a)(2), the Administrator of the
United States Fire Administration shall
make recommendations to the Secretary of
Homeland Security as to the content of the
curriculum.

(2) CONSULTATION.—For the purpose of
making recommendations under paragraph
(1), the Administrator of the United States
Fire Administration shall consult with inter-
ested entities, as appropriate, including—

(A) firefighters and other emergency re-
sponse personnel, including national fire
service and emergency response organiza-
tions;

(B) impacted communities dealing with
PFAS contamination;

(C) scientists, including public and occupa-
tional health and safety experts, who are
studying PFAS and PFAS alternatives in
firefighting foam;

(D) voluntary standards organizations en-
gaged in developing standards for firefighter
and firefighting equipment;

(E) State fire training academies;

(F) State fire marshals;

(&) manufacturers of firefighting tools and
equipment; and

(H) any other relevant entities, as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity and the Administrator of the United
States Fire Administration.

(c) REVIEW.—Not later than 3 years after
the date on which the guidance and cur-
riculum required under subsection (a) is
issued, and not less frequently than once
every 3 years thereafter, the Secretary of
Homeland Security, in consultation with the
Administrator of the United States Fire Ad-
ministration, the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, and the Direc-
tor of the National Institute for Occupa-
tional Safety and Health, shall review the
guidance and curriculum and, as appropriate,
issue updates to the guidance and cur-
riculum.

(d) APPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The Federal
Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.)
shall not apply to this Act.

(¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this Act shall be construed to require the
Secretary of Homeland Security to promul-
gate or enforce regulations under subchapter
II of chapter 5 of title 5, United States Code
(commonly known as the ‘“Administrative
Procedure Act”).

The bill (S. 231), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

July 29, 2021

PROMOTING RIGOROUS AND INNO-
VATIVE COST EFFICIENCIES FOR
FEDERAL PROCUREMENT AND
ACQUISITIONS ACT OF 2021

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 80, S. 583.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 583) to promote innovative acqui-
sition techniques and procurement strate-
gies, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, with amendments, as
follows:

(The parts of the bill intended to be
stricken are shown in boldface brack-
ets and the parts of the bill intended to
be inserted are shown in italics.)

S. 583

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Promoting
Rigorous and Innovative Cost Efficiencies
for Federal Procurement and Acquisitions
Act of 2021 or the “PRICE Act of 2021".

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) small business participation in the Fed-
eral marketplace is key to ensuring a strong
industrial base;

(2) the Business Opportunity Development
Reform Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-656) sets
forth the requirement for the President to
establish Government-wide goals for pro-
curement contracts awarded to small busi-
nesses;

(3) each year, the Small Business Adminis-
tration works with each Federal agency to
set their respective contracting goals and
publishes a scorecard to ensure that the
total of all Federal agency goals meets the
required targets for the Federal Government;

(4) the Department has received among the
highest scorecard letter grades 10 years in a
row and is the largest Federal agency to
have such a track record;

(5) in virtually every segment of the econ-
omy of the United States, including the
homeland security community, there are
small businesses working to support the mis-
sion and playing a critical role in delivering
efficient and innovative solutions to the ac-
quisition needs of the Federal Government;

(6) the Procurement Innovation Lab of the
Department—

(A) is aimed at experimenting with innova-
tive acquisition techniques across the Home-
land Security [enterprisel] Enterprise;

(B) provides a forum to test new ideas,
share lessons learned, and promote best prac-
tices;

(C) fosters cultural changes that promote
innovation and managed risk taking through
a continuous cycle of testing, obtaining feed-
back, sharing information, and retesting
where appropriate; and

(D) aims to make the acquisition process
more smooth and innovative within the con-
struct of the Federal Acquisition Regulation
for both the Federal Government and con-
tractors; and

(7) despite progress in the adoption of new
and better business practices by many Fed-
eral agencies, the overall adoption of mod-
ernized business practices and advanced
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technologies across the Federal Government
remains slow and uneven.
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’” means the Administrator for Federal
Procurement Policy.

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security,
the Committee on Oversight and Reform,
and the Committee on Small Business of the
House of Representatives.

(3) CounciL.—The term ‘‘Council’’> means
the Chief Acquisition Officers Council estab-
lished under section 1311 of title 41, United
States Code.

(4) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity.

() HOMELAND SECURITY ENTERPRISE ENTER-
PRISE—The term ‘‘Homeland Security [en-
terprise] Enterprise’” has the meaning given
the term in section 2211(h) of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 661(h)).

(6) SCORECARD.—The term ‘‘scorecard”
means the scorecard described in section
868(b) of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (15 U.S.C. 644 note).

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of Homeland Security.

(8) SMALL BUSINESS.—The term ‘‘small
business’ means—

(A) a qualified HUBZone small business
concern, a small business concern, a small
business concern owned and controlled by
service-disabled veterans, or a small business
concern owned and controlled by women, as
those terms are defined in section 3 of the
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632);

(B) a small business concern owned and
controlled by socially and economically dis-
advantaged individuals, as defined in section
8(d)(3)(C) of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 637(d)(3)(C)); or

(C) a small business concern uncondition-
ally owned by an economically disadvan-
taged Indian tribe or an economically dis-
advantaged Native Hawaiian organization
that qualifies as a socially and economically
disadvantaged small business concern, as de-
fined in section 8(a)(4) of the Small Business
Act (156 U.S.C. 637(a)(4)).

(9) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Under
Secretary’” means the Under Secretary for
Management of the Department.

SEC. 4. PROCUREMENT INNOVATION LAB RE-
PORT.

(a) REPORT.—The Under Secretary shall
publish an annual report on a website of the
Department on Procurement Innovation Lab
projects that have used innovative tech-
niques within the Department to accom-
plish—

(1) improving or encouraging better com-
petition;

(2) reducing time to award;

(3) cost savings;

(4) better mission outcomes; or

(5) meeting the goals for contracts awarded
to small business concerns under section
15(g) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.
644(g)).

(b) EDUCATION.—The Under Secretary shall
develop and disseminate guidance and offer
training for contracting officers, contracting
specialists, program managers, and other
personnel of the Department, as determined
appropriate by the Under Secretary, con-
cerning when and how to use the innovative
procurement techniques of the Department.

(¢) BEST PRACTICES.—The Under Secretary
shall share best practices across the Depart-
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ment and make available to other Federal
agencies information to improve procure-
ment methods and training, as determined
appropriate by the Under Secretary.

(d) SUNSET.—This section shall cease to be
effective on the date that is 3 years after the
date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 5. COUNCIL.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 45 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall convene the Council to
examine best practices for acquisition inno-
vation in contracting in the Federal Govern-
ment, including small business contracting
in accordance with the goals established
under section 15(g) of the Small Business Act
(15 U.S.C. 644(g)).

(b) WORKING GROUP.—The Council may
form a working group to address the require-
ments of this section, which, if formed,
shall—

(1) be chaired by the Administrator or a
designee of the Administrator; and

(2) be composed of—

(A) the Chief Procurement Officer of the
Department;

(B) Council members from—

(i) the General Services Administration;

(ii) the Department of Defense;

(iii) the Department of the Treasury;

(iv) the Department of Veterans Affairs;

(v) the Department of Health and Human
Services;

(vi) the Small Business Administration;
and

(vii) such other Federal agencies as deter-
mined by the chair of the Council from
among Federal agencies that have dem-
onstrated significant, sustained progress
using innovative acquisition practices and
technologies, including for small business
contracting, during each of the 3 years pre-
ceding the date of enactment of this Act; and

(C) other employees, as determined appro-
priate by the chair of the Council, of Federal
agencies with the requisite senior experience
to make recommendations to improve Fed-
eral agency efficiency, effectiveness, and
economy, including in promoting small busi-
ness contracting.

(c) DUTIES OF THE COUNCIL.—The Council,
or a working group formed under subsection
(b), shall—

(1) convene not later than 90 days after the
date of enactment of this Act and thereafter
on a quarterly basis until the Council sub-
mits the report required under subsection
(d)(1); and

(2) conduct outreach with the workforce
and the public in meeting the requirements
under subsection (d)(1).

(d) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Coun-
cil shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report that describes—

(A) innovative acquisition practices and
applications of technologies that have
worked well in achieving better procurement
outcomes, including increased efficiency, im-
proved program outcomes, better customer
experience, and meeting or exceeding the
goals under section 15(g) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (156 U.S.C. 644(g)), and the reasons
why those practices have succeeded;

(B) steps to identify and adopt trans-
formational commercial business practices,
modernized data analytics, and advanced
technologies that allow decision making to
occur in a more friction-free buying environ-
ment and improve customer experience; and

(C) any recommendations for statutory
changes to accelerate the adoption of inno-
vative acquisition practices.

(2) BRIEFING.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall brief the appropriate
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congressional committees on the means by
which the findings and recommendations of
the report have been disseminated under
paragraph (3).

(3) PUBLICATION AND DISSEMINATION OF RE-
PORT FINDINGS.—To promote more rapid
adoption of acquisition best practices, the
Administrator shall—

(A) publish the report required under para-
graph (1) on the website of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget and on the Innovation
Hub on the Acquisition Gateway or any suc-
cessor Government-wide site available for in-
creasing awareness of resources dedicated to
procurement innovation; and

(B) encourage the head of each Federal
agency to maintain a site on the website of
the Federal agency for acquisition and con-
tracting professionals, program managers,
members of the public, and others as appro-
priate that is—

(i) dedicated to acquisition innovation; and

(ii) identifies—

(I) resources, including the acquisition in-
novation advocate and industry liaison of
the Federal agency;

(IT) learning assets for the workforce, in-
cluding the findings and recommendations
made in the report required under paragraph
@

(ITI) events to build awareness and under-
standing of innovation activities;

(IV) award recognition programs and re-
cent recipients; and

(V) upcoming plans to leverage innovative
practices and technologies.

(e) EXPERTS.—In carrying out the duties of
the Council under this section, the Council is
[encourage] encouraged to consult with gov-
ernmental and nongovernmental experts.

(f) TERMINATION.—The duties of the Coun-
cil as set forth in this section shall termi-
nate 30 days after the date on which the
Council conducts the briefing required under
subsection (d)(2).

Mr. HEINRICH. I further ask unani-
mous consent that the committee-re-
ported amendments be considered and
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be
considered read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendments
were agreed to.

The bill (S. 583), as amended, was
order to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed, as follows:

S. 583

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Promoting
Rigorous and Innovative Cost Efficiencies
for Federal Procurement and Acquisitions
Act of 2021 or the “PRICE Act of 2021”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) small business participation in the Fed-
eral marketplace is key to ensuring a strong
industrial base;

(2) the Business Opportunity Development
Reform Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-656) sets
forth the requirement for the President to
establish Government-wide goals for pro-
curement contracts awarded to small busi-
nesses;

(3) each year, the Small Business Adminis-
tration works with each Federal agency to
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set their respective contracting goals and
publishes a scorecard to ensure that the
total of all Federal agency goals meets the
required targets for the Federal Government;

(4) the Department has received among the
highest scorecard letter grades 10 years in a
row and is the largest Federal agency to
have such a track record;

(5) in virtually every segment of the econ-
omy of the United States, including the
homeland security community, there are
small businesses working to support the mis-
sion and playing a critical role in delivering
efficient and innovative solutions to the ac-
quisition needs of the Federal Government;

(6) the Procurement Innovation Lab of the
Department—

(A) is aimed at experimenting with innova-
tive acquisition techniques across the Home-
land Security Enterprise;

(B) provides a forum to test new ideas,
share lessons learned, and promote best prac-
tices;

(C) fosters cultural changes that promote
innovation and managed risk taking through
a continuous cycle of testing, obtaining feed-
back, sharing information, and retesting
where appropriate; and

(D) aims to make the acquisition process
more smooth and innovative within the con-
struct of the Federal Acquisition Regulation
for both the Federal Government and con-
tractors; and

(7) despite progress in the adoption of new
and better business practices by many Fed-
eral agencies, the overall adoption of mod-
ernized business practices and advanced
technologies across the Federal Government
remains slow and uneven.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’” means the Administrator for Federal
Procurement Policy.

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security,
the Committee on Oversight and Reform,
and the Committee on Small Business of the
House of Representatives.

(3) CouNciL.—The term ‘‘Council”’ means
the Chief Acquisition Officers Council estab-
lished under section 1311 of title 41, United
States Code.

(4) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’
means the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity.

(6) HOMELAND SECURITY ENTERPRISE.—The
term ‘‘Homeland Security Enterprise’” has
the meaning given the term in section
2211(h) of the Homeland Security Act of 2002
(6 U.S.C. 661(h)).

(6) SCORECARD.—The term ‘‘scorecard’”
means the scorecard described in section
868(b) of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (15 U.S.C. 644 note).

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Homeland Security.

(8) SMALL BUSINESS.—The term ‘‘small
business’ means—

(A) a qualified HUBZone small business
concern, a small business concern, a small
business concern owned and controlled by
service-disabled veterans, or a small business
concern owned and controlled by women, as
those terms are defined in section 3 of the
Small Business Act (156 U.S.C. 632);

(B) a small business concern owned and
controlled by socially and economically dis-
advantaged individuals, as defined in section
8(d)(3)(C) of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 637(d)(3)(C)); or
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(C) a small business concern uncondition-
ally owned by an economically disadvan-
taged Indian tribe or an economically dis-
advantaged Native Hawaiian organization
that qualifies as a socially and economically
disadvantaged small business concern, as de-
fined in section 8(a)(4) of the Small Business
Act (156 U.S.C. 637(a)(4)).

(9) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Under
Secretary’’ means the Under Secretary for
Management of the Department.
SEC. 4. PROCUREMENT INNOVATION

PORT.

(a) REPORT.—The Under Secretary shall
publish an annual report on a website of the
Department on Procurement Innovation Lab
projects that have used innovative tech-
niques within the Department to accom-
plish—

(1) improving or encouraging better com-
petition;

(2) reducing time to award;

(3) cost savings;

(4) better mission outcomes; or

(5) meeting the goals for contracts awarded
to small business concerns under section
15(g) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.
644(g)).

(b) EDUCATION.—The Under Secretary shall
develop and disseminate guidance and offer
training for contracting officers, contracting
specialists, program managers, and other
personnel of the Department, as determined
appropriate by the Under Secretary, con-
cerning when and how to use the innovative
procurement techniques of the Department.

(c) BEST PRACTICES.—The Under Secretary
shall share best practices across the Depart-
ment and make available to other Federal
agencies information to improve procure-
ment methods and training, as determined
appropriate by the Under Secretary.

(d) SUNSET.—This section shall cease to be
effective on the date that is 3 years after the
date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 5. COUNCIL.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 45 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall convene the Council to
examine best practices for acquisition inno-
vation in contracting in the Federal Govern-
ment, including small business contracting
in accordance with the goals established
under section 15(g) of the Small Business Act
(15 U.S.C. 644(2)).

(b) WORKING GROUP.—The Council may
form a working group to address the require-
ments of this section, which, if formed,
shall—

(1) be chaired by the Administrator or a
designee of the Administrator; and

(2) be composed of—

(A) the Chief Procurement Officer of the
Department;

(B) Council members from—

(i) the General Services Administration;

(ii) the Department of Defense;

(iii) the Department of the Treasury;

(iv) the Department of Veterans Affairs;

(v) the Department of Health and Human
Services;

(vi) the Small Business Administration;
and

(vii) such other Federal agencies as deter-
mined by the chair of the Council from
among Federal agencies that have dem-
onstrated significant, sustained progress
using innovative acquisition practices and
technologies, including for small business
contracting, during each of the 3 years pre-
ceding the date of enactment of this Act; and

(C) other employees, as determined appro-
priate by the chair of the Council, of Federal
agencies with the requisite senior experience
to make recommendations to improve Fed-
eral agency efficiency, effectiveness, and
economy, including in promoting small busi-
ness contracting.
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(c) DUTIES OF THE COUNCIL.—The Council,
or a working group formed under subsection
(b), shall—

(1) convene not later than 90 days after the
date of enactment of this Act and thereafter
on a quarterly basis until the Council sub-
mits the report required under subsection
(d(@); and

(2) conduct outreach with the workforce
and the public in meeting the requirements
under subsection (d)(1).

(d) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Coun-
cil shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report that describes—

(A) innovative acquisition practices and
applications of technologies that have
worked well in achieving better procurement
outcomes, including increased efficiency, im-
proved program outcomes, better customer
experience, and meeting or exceeding the
goals under section 15(g) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (156 U.S.C. 644(g)), and the reasons
why those practices have succeeded;

(B) steps to identify and adopt trans-
formational commercial business practices,
modernized data analytics, and advanced
technologies that allow decision making to
occur in a more friction-free buying environ-
ment and improve customer experience; and

(C) any recommendations for statutory
changes to accelerate the adoption of inno-
vative acquisition practices.

(2) BRIEFING.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall brief the appropriate
congressional committees on the means by
which the findings and recommendations of
the report have been disseminated under
paragraph (3).

(3) PUBLICATION AND DISSEMINATION OF RE-
PORT FINDINGS.—To promote more rapid
adoption of acquisition best practices, the
Administrator shall—

(A) publish the report required under para-
graph (1) on the website of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget and on the Innovation
Hub on the Acquisition Gateway or any suc-
cessor Government-wide site available for in-
creasing awareness of resources dedicated to
procurement innovation; and

(B) encourage the head of each Federal
agency to maintain a site on the website of
the Federal agency for acquisition and con-
tracting professionals, program managers,
members of the public, and others as appro-
priate that is—

(i) dedicated to acquisition innovation; and

(ii) identifies—

(I) resources, including the acquisition in-
novation advocate and industry liaison of
the Federal agency;

(IT) learning assets for the workforce, in-
cluding the findings and recommendations
made in the report required under paragraph
D),

(IIT) events to build awareness and under-
standing of innovation activities;

(IV) award recognition programs and re-
cent recipients; and

(V) upcoming plans to leverage innovative
practices and technologies.

(e) EXPERTS.—In carrying out the duties of
the Council under this section, the Council is
encouraged to consult with governmental
and nongovernmental experts.

(f) TERMINATION.—The duties of the Coun-
cil as set forth in this section shall termi-
nate 30 days after the date on which the
Council conducts the briefing required under
subsection (d)(2).

———
GOLD STAR CHILDREN’S DAY

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate



July 29, 2021

proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
328, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 328) designating Au-
gust 1, 2021, as ‘‘Gold Star Children’s Day”’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. HEINRICH. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

————

AMENDING THE ELIGIBILITY CRI-
TERIA FOR THE SENATE EM-
PLOYEE CHILD CARE CENTER

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 329, introduced earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 329) amending the eli-
gibility criteria for the Senate Employee
Child Care Center.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. HEINRICH. I further ask unani-
mous consent that the resolution be
agreed to and that the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

(The resolution is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘“Submitted Resolu-
tions.”)

328) was

329) was

———

RELATING TO THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE MIKE ENZI, FORMER
SENATOR FOR THE STATE OF
WYOMING
Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Senate

proceed to the consideration of S. Res.

330, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 330) relating to the
death of the Honorable Mike Enzi, former
Senator for the State of Wyoming.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure?
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There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. HEINRICH. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

——————

HIP HOP CELEBRATION DAY

330) was

HIP HOP RECOGNITION MONTH

HIP HOP HISTORY MONTH

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
331, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 331) designating Au-
gust 11, 2021, as ‘‘Hip Hop Celebration Day’’,
designating August 2021 as ‘“‘Hip Hop Rec-
ognition Month”’, and designating November
2021 as ‘““‘Hip Hop History Month’.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. HEINRICH. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, JULY 30, 2021

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10:30 a.m., Friday, July 30;
that following the prayer and the
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; that upon the conclusion of
morning business, the Senate resume
consideration of the motion to proceed
to H.R. 3684; that all postcloture time
on the motion to proceed expire at 11:30
a.m.; finally, that if the Jaddou nomi-
nation is confirmed, the motion to re-

331) was
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consider be considered made and laid
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion, and the Senate then resume legis-
lative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
provisions of S. Res. 330 as a further
mark of respect for the late Mike Enzi,
the former Senator for the State of
Wyoming.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:02 p.m., adjourned until Friday,
July 30, 2021, at 10:30 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

THEA D. ROZMAN KENDLER, OF MARYLAND, TO BE AN
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE, VICE RICHARD
ASHOOH.

IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. RUSSELL L. MACK

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. RICKY N. RUPP
IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. JOHN R. EVANS, JR.

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. MICHAEL R. FENZEL
IN THE MARINE CORPS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS TO THE GRADE
INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPOR-
TANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C.,
SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. JAMES W. BIERMAN, JR.
IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be vice admiral
REAR ADM. CARL P. CHEBI
IN THE SPACE FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES SPACE FORCE TO THE GRADE IN-
DICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be major general
BRIG. GEN. DOUGLAS A. SCHIESS
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THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES SPACE
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 716:

To be brigadier general
BRIG. GEN. DOUGLAS A. SCHIESS

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate July 29, 2021:
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

FRANK A. ROSE, OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO BE PRIN-
CIPAL DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR, NATIONAL NUCLEAR
SECURITY ADMINISTRATION.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

DEBORAH G. ROSENBLUM, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.

IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general

LT. GEN. PAUL T. CALVERT

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. DONNA W. MARTIN
IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
AS JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL OF THE NAVY AND AP-
POINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED
TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 601 AND 8088:

To be vice admiral

REAR ADM. DARSE E. CRANDALL, JR.

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be vice admiral
REAR ADM. DANIEL W. DWYER
IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be general
LT. GEN. ANTHONY J. COTTON
IN THE MARINE CORPS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS TO THE GRADE
INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPOR-
TANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C.,
SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. CHRISTOPHER J. MAHONEY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS TO THE GRADE
INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPOR-
TANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C.,
SECTIONS 601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. STEPHEN D. SKLENKA
IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10 U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be general

LT. GEN. MICHAEL A. MINIHAN

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general

LT. GEN. KEVIN B. SCHNEIDER

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. TOM D. MILLER
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THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. JAMES A. JACOBSON

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. MARK E. WEATHERINGTON
IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. ANTONIO M. FLETCHER

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be major general

BRIG. GEN. GREGORY K. ANDERSON
BRIG. GEN. MILFORD H. BEAGLE, JR.
BRIG. GEN. MARK S. BENNETT

BRIG. GEN. GREGORY J. BRADY
BRIG. GEN. EDMOND M. BROWN
BRIG. GEN. TIMOTHY D. BROWN
BRIG. GEN. CURTIS A. BUZZARD
BRIG. GEN. ROBERT M. COLLINS
BRIG. GEN. KIMBERLY M. COLLOTON
BRIG. GEN. JOHNNY K. DAVIS

BRIG. GEN. THOMAS R. DREW

BRIG. GEN. CHRISTOPHER L. EUBANK
BRIG. GEN. MARCUS S. EVANS

BRIG. GEN. BRIAN W. GIBSON

BRIG. GEN. THOMAS L. JAMES

BRIG. GEN. JOHN V. MEYER III

BRIG. GEN. DUANE R. MILLER

BRIG. GEN. ANTONIO V. MUNERA
BRIG. GEN. JOHN L. RAFFERTY, JR.
BRIG. GEN. JOSHUA M. RUDD

BRIG. GEN. JOSEPH A. RYAN

BRIG. GEN. MICHELLE A. SCHMIDT
BRIG. GEN. JAMES M. SMITH

BRIG. GEN. BRETT G. SYLVIA

BRIG. GEN. WILLIAM D. TAYLOR
BRIG. GEN. WILLIAM L. THIGPEN
BRIG. GEN. MATTHEW J. VANWAGENEN
BRIG. GEN. JOEL B. VOWELL

BRIG. GEN. TODD R. WASMUND

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN
THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY IN THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211:

To be brigadier general
COL. DEREK N. LIPSON
IN THE MARINE CORPS
THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
AS ASSISTANT COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS
AND APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED WHILE

ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND RESPON-
SIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 601 AND 8044:

To be general
LT. GEN. ERIC M. SMITH
IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be admiral

VICE ADM. DARYL L. CAUDLE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be vice admiral

VICE ADM. JAMES W. KILBY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be vice admiral
REAR ADM. FRANK D. WHITWORTH IIT
SPACE FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES SPACE FORCE TO THE GRADE IN-
DICATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPOR-
TANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C.,
SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. MICHAEL A. GUETLEIN
IN THE AIR FORCE

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MAC-
MILLAN M. ACHU AND ENDING WITH ZACHARY L. ZORN,
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WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
JULY 13, 2021.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH VINCENT P.
ADAMO AND ENDING WITH STEPHANY S. ZARIFA EWERS,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
JULY 13, 2021.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JOHN K.
AHN AND ENDING WITH CRAIG M. ZINCK, WHICH NOMINA-
TIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED
IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 13, 2021.

ATIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JONATHAN
V. ABUEG AND ENDING WITH AXEL A. ZENGOTITA, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 13,
2021.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH KURT C.
ANTONIO AND ENDING WITH KARRIE E. WRAY, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 13,
2021.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH LORREN D.
ANDERSON AND ENDING WITH LEAH M. WILLIAMS,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
JULY 13, 2021.

AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF KJALL GOPAUL, TO BE
COLONEL.

AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF GAVIN N. UNVERFEHRT, TO
BE MAJOR.

IN THE ARMY

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ANDREA C.
ALICEA AND ENDING WITH GIOVANNY F. ZALAMAR,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
JULY 13, 2021.

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ERIC B. ABDUL
AND ENDING WITH CAMERON S. WOLTERSTORFF, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 13,
2021.

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH PETER P.
ALERIA AND ENDING WITH D016099, WHICH NOMINATIONS
WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 13, 2021.

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH TRENTON G.
ADAMS AND ENDING WITH AMANDA J. ZELNICK, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 13,
2021.

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH SAIRA AHMED
AND ENDING WITH ANTONIO B. ZIHERL, WHICH NOMINA-
TIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED
IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 13, 2021.

ARMY NOMINATION OF SEAN B. BAKER, TO BE COLO-
NEL.

ARMY NOMINATION OF NINA A. MCCOY, TO BE MAJOR.

ARMY NOMINATION OF AARON T. HILL, JR., TO BE
COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATION OF ALEXANDER L. AILER, TO BE
MAJOR.

ARMY NOMINATION OF NEIL J. MYRES, TO BE COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATION OF MELISSA M. JOY, TO BE MAJOR.

ARMY NOMINATION OF JEFFREY C. SCHWAB, TO BE
COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATION OF BONNIE L. RIPORTELLA, TO BE
MAJOR.

ARMY NOMINATION OF WINSTON S. WILLIAMS, JR., TO
BE COLONEL.

IN THE MARINE CORPS

MARINE CORPS NOMINATION OF RYAN M. OLEKSY, TO
BE LIEUTENANT COLONEL .

MARINE CORPS NOMINATION OF JUSTIN D. AMTHOR, TO
BE LIEUTENANT COLONEL.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATION OF RORY L. ALDRIDGE, TO
BE COLONEL.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATION OF BRIAN D. TURNER, TO
BE COLONEL.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATION OF JARED K. STONE, TO
BE COLONEL.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATION OF JUSTIN K. SING, TO BE
LIEUTENANT COLONEL .

IN THE NAVY

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ADAM M. KLEIN
AND ENDING WITH ROBERT A. PETRICK, WHICH NOMINA-
TIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED
IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 13, 2021.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JEFFREY D.
PIZANTI AND ENDING WITH THOMAS E. WILLIAMS, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 13,
2021.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ANDREW P.
BREKSA III AND ENDING WITH MATTHEW C. WARD,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
JULY 13, 2021.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JEFFREY
BENNINGTON AND ENDING WITH CARMEN N. EHRET,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
JULY 13, 2021.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH KATHRYN M.
BALL AND ENDING WITH ANDREA H. FRANKS, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 13,
2021.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH HEIDI E. COCH-
RAN AND ENDING WITH JOHN T. ZABLOCKI, WHICH NOMI-
NATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 13,
2021.
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NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ANDREW R.
KOTILA AND ENDING WITH LEONARD K. PAYNE, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 13,
2021.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH DUSTIN A. ELLIS
AND ENDING WITH LAURA A. PRICE, WHICH NOMINA-
TIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED
IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 13, 2021.

NAVY NOMINATION OF CHANTAL J. BHAN, TO BE LIEU-
TENANT COMMANDER.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH KENNETH
HELMAN AND ENDING WITH ERIN E. MEEHAN, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 13,
2021.

NAVY NOMINATION OF ANDREW T. RUCKER, TO BE COM-
MANDER.

NAVY NOMINATION OF VJ OMUNDSON, TO BE COM-
MANDER.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MATTHEW K.
AHLERS AND ENDING WITH GRETCHEN L. WOODARD,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
JULY 13, 2021.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH DESERINE S.
PRICEJORDAN AND ENDING WITH KELLY Al
VARONFAKIS, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY
THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD ON JULY 13, 2021.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ADAM S.
BASHAW AND ENDING WITH SONJA M. M. LOHMEYER,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
JULY 13, 2021.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH CARMELITA S.
FLEMING AND ENDING WITH CRAIG R. SCHOENE, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 13,
2021.

NAVY NOMINATION OF JAMES E. COLEMAN, JR., TO BE
CAPTAIN.

NAVY NOMINATION OF THEODORE M. MENKE, TO BE
CAPTAIN.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH EDWIN J.
DUCAYET AND ENDING WITH KIPP T. TEAMEY, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 13,
2021.

NAVY NOMINATION OF KERRI R. FUHS, TO BE COM-
MANDER.

NAVY NOMINATION OF JESSE D. KING, TO BE COM-
MANDER.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH RANDALL G.
HODO AND ENDING WITH GAVIN A. SANJUME, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 15,
2021.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH DAVID W. DAVIS
II AND ENDING WITH JONATHAN K. MARKRICH, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 15,
2021.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH GLENN M.
EBERHART AND ENDING WITH STEVEN J. PETRACEK,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
JULY 15, 2021.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH SCOTT A.
ASAKEVICH AND ENDING WITH DANIELLE J. WILHELM,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
JULY 15, 2021.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JEFFREY BEN-
SON AND ENDING WITH ELMER F. RILEY III, WHICH NOMI-
NATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 15,
2021.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ROBERT J.
ALWINE II AND ENDING WITH DARREN S. WALL, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 15,
2021.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JULIA L. AZURIN
AND ENDING WITH MARYELLEN V. WETMORE, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 15,
2021.
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NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH RYAN A. BAUM
AND ENDING WITH DAWN L . WYNN, WHICH NOMINATIONS
WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 15, 2021.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH BERNARD H.
HOFMANN AND ENDING WITH HOI S. WONG, WHICH NOMI-
NATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 15,
2021.

SPACE FORCE

SPACE FORCE NOMINATION OF JOHN P. SMAIL, TO BE
COLONEL.

FOREIGN SERVICE

FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH
JEANNE FRANCES BAILEY AND ENDING WITH BRUCE J.
ZANIN, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE
SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD ON APRIL 13, 2021.

FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH
RUSSELL ANTHONY DUNCAN AND ENDING WITH MARK
CLAYTON PRESCOTT, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RE-
CEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD ON APRIL 27, 2021.

FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATION OF MARC CLAYTON
GILKEY.

FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH
SUSANNAH HOLMES AND ENDING WITH AARON RODGERS,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
APRIL 27, 2021.

FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH GA-
BRIEL J. ALLISON AND ENDING WITH AMANDA M.
ZEIDAN, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE
SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD ON JUNE 22, 2021.

FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH
WADE C. MARTIN AND ENDING WITH FERNANDO OSPINA,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
JUNE 22, 2021.
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