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Tuesday, July 23, 2019 

Daily Digest 
HIGHLIGHTS 

Senate confirmed the nomination of Mark T. Esper, of Virginia, to be 
Secretary of Defense. 

Senate passed H.R. 1327, Never Forget the Heroes: James Zadroga, Ray 
Pfeifer, and Luis Alvarez Permanent Authorization of the September 
11th Victim Compensation Fund Act. 

Senate 
Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S4983–S5025 
Measures Introduced: Forty bills and three resolu-
tions were introduced, as follows: S. 2203–2242, and 
S. Res. 280–282.                                                Pages S5011–13 

Measures Reported: 
Report to accompany S. 349, to require the Sec-

retary of Transportation to request nominations for, 
and make determinations regarding, roads to be des-
ignated under the national scenic byways program. 
(S. Rept. No. 116–61) 

Report to accompany S. 1014, to establish the 
Route 66 Centennial Commission. (S. Rept. No. 
116–62) 

Report to accompany S. 1689, to permit States to 
transfer certain funds from the clean water revolving 
fund of a State to the drinking water revolving fund 
of the State in certain circumstances. (S. Rept. No. 
116–63) 

Report to accompany S. 1833, to transfer a bridge 
over the Wabash River to the New Harmony River 
Bridge Authority and the New Harmony and Wa-
bash River Bridge Authority. (S. Rept. No. 116–64) 

S. 1883, to improve the prohibitions on money 
laundering, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute.                                                                      Page S5011 

Measures Passed: 
Never Forget the Heroes: James Zadroga, Ray 

Pfeifer, and Luis Alvarez Permanent Authoriza-
tion of the September 11th Victim Compensation 
Fund Act: By 97 yeas to 2 nays (Vote No. 224), 
Senate passed H.R. 1327, to extend authorization for 
the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund of 

2001 through fiscal year 2092, after taking action on 
the following amendments proposed thereto: 
                                                                Pages S4986–93, S4994–98 

Rejected: 
By 32 yeas to 66 nays (Vote No. 222), Lee 

Amendment No. 928, to limit the amount available 
for the Victims Compensation Fund. (Pursuant to 
the order of Thursday, July 18, 2019, the amend-
ment having failed to achieve 60 affirmative votes, 
was not agreed to.)                                            Pages S4997–98 

By 22 yeas to 77 nays (Vote No. 223), Paul 
Amendment No. 929, to require a sequestration of 
certain direct spending. (Pursuant to the order of 
Thursday, July 18, 2019, the amendment having 
failed to achieve 60 affirmative votes, was not agreed 
to.)                                                                             Pages S4996–98 

Honoring former Associate Justice John Paul 
Stevens: Senate agreed to S. Res. 282, honoring 
former Associate Justice John Paul Stevens of the Su-
preme Court of the United States.            Pages S5000–01 

National Day of the American Cowboy: Com-
mittee on the Judiciary was discharged from further 
consideration of S. Res. 265, designating July 27, 
2019, as ‘‘National Day of the American Cowboy’’, 
and the resolution was then agreed to.           Page S5018 

National Whistleblower Appreciation Day: 
Committee on the Judiciary was discharged from 
further consideration of S. Res. 194, designating July 
30, 2019, as ‘‘National Whistleblower Appreciation 
Day’’, and the resolution was then agreed to. 
                                                                                    Pages S5018–19 

Dickson Nomination—Agreement: Senate re-
sumed consideration of the nomination of Stephen 
M. Dickson, of Georgia, to be Administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration.                       Page S4993 
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During consideration of this nomination today, 
Senate also took the following action: 

By 52 yeas to 45 nays (Vote No. EX. 221), Senate 
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the 
nomination.                                                                   Page S4993 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that notwithstanding Rule XXII, the post- 
cloture time on the nomination expire at 11 a.m., on 
Wednesday, July 24, 2019; that following disposi-
tion of the nomination, Senate vote on the motions 
to invoke cloture on the nominations of Wendy 
Williams Berger, of Florida, to be United States 
District Judge for the Middle District of Florida, 
and Brian C. Buescher, of Nebraska, to be United 
States District Judge for the District of Nebraska; 
and that if cloture is invoked, Senate vote on con-
firmation of the nominations in the order listed at 
3 p.m.                                                                              Page S5009 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding for further consideration of the nomination, 
post-cloture, at approximately 9:30 a.m., on 
Wednesday, July 24, 2019.                                  Page S5019 

Nomination Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nomination: 

By 90 yeas to 8 nays (Vote No. EX. 220), Mark 
T. Esper, of Virginia, to be Secretary of Defense. 
                                                                            Pages S4993, S5025 

Nomination Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nomination: 

David L. Norquist, of Virginia, to be Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense.                                                        Page S5025 

Messages from the House:                                 Page S5011 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages S5013–15 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                    Pages S5015–16 

Additional Statements:                                Pages S5010–11 

Authorities for Committees to Meet:         Page S5018 

Record Votes: Five record votes were taken today. 
(Total—224)                                                  Pages S4993, S4998 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 7:51 p.m., until 9:30 a.m. on Wednes-
day, July 24, 2019. (For Senate’s program, see the 
remarks of the Acting Majority Leader in today’s 
Record on page S5019.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

CHALLENGES FOR CANNABIS AND 
BANKING 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: 
Committee concluded a hearing to examine chal-

lenges for cannabis and banking, focusing on outside 
perspectives, after receiving testimony from Senators 
Gardner and Merkley; Rachel Pross, Maps Credit 
Union, Salem, Oregon, on behalf of the Credit 
Union National Association; Garth Van Meter, 
Smart Approaches to Marijuana, Alexandria, Vir-
ginia; and Joanne Sherwood, American Bankers As-
sociation, and John Lord, LivWell Enlightened 
Health, both of Denver, Colorado. 

WORKING WATERFRONTS 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: Sub-
committee on Science, Oceans, Fisheries, and Weath-
er concluded a hearing to examine America’s water-
fronts, focusing on addressing economic, recreational, 
and environmental challenges, after receiving testi-
mony from Mayor Eric Genrich, Green Bay, Wis-
consin; Michael J. Friis, Wisconsin Department of 
Administration Coastal Management Program, Madi-
son; Lynn Clark, Historic Arkansas Riverwalk of 
Pueblo, Pueblo, Colorado; and Monty Graham, Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi, Long Beach. 

FREELY ASSOCIATED STATES 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: Committee 
concluded a hearing to examine the United States’ 
interests in the Freely Associated States, after receiv-
ing testimony from Douglas Domenech, Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior, Insular and International 
Affairs; Randall G. Schriver, Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Indo-Pacific Security Affairs; Sandra 
Oudkirk, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
Australia, New Zealand, and Pacific Islands, Bureau 
of East Asian and Pacific Affairs; and David 
Gootnick, Director, International Affairs and Trade, 
Government Accountability Office. 

ELDER JUSTICE REFORM 
Committee on Finance: Committee concluded a hearing 
to examine promoting elder justice, focusing on a 
call for reform, after receiving testimony from Megan 
H. Tinker, Senior Advisor for Legal Affairs, Office of 
Counsel to the Inspector General, Office of the In-
spector General, Department of Health and Human 
Services; John E. Dicken, Director, Health Care, 
Government Accountability Office; and Robert B. 
Blancato, Elder Justice Coalition, Mark Parkinson, 
American Health Care Association, and Lori 
Smetanka, National Consumer Voice for Quality 
Long-Term Care, all of Washington, D.C. 

FBI OVERSIGHT 
Committee on the Judiciary: Committee concluded an 
oversight hearing to examine the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, after receiving testimony from Chris-
topher Wray, Director, Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, Department of Justice. 
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INTELLIGENCE 
Select Committee on Intelligence: Committee held closed 
hearings on intelligence matters, receiving testimony 
from officials of the intelligence community. 

Committee recessed subject to the call. 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Select Committee on Intelligence: Committee met in 
closed session to consider pending intelligence mat-
ters. 

Committee recessed subject to the call. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 51 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 3876–3926; and 7 resolutions, 
H. Res. 507–508, 510–514 were introduced. 
                                                                                    Pages H7239–42 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages H7243–45 

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows: 
H.R. 2942, to direct the Secretary of Veterans Af-

fairs to carry out the Women’s Health Transition 
Training pilot program through at least fiscal year 
2020, and for other purposes, with an amendment 
(H. Rept. 116–166, Part 1); 

H.R. 1307, to provide for an online repository for 
certain reporting requirements for recipients of Fed-
eral disaster assistance, and for other purposes (H. 
Rept. 116–167, Part 1); 

H.R. 549, to designate Venezuela under section 
244 of the Immigration and Nationality Act to per-
mit nationals of Venezuela to be eligible for tem-
porary protected status under such section, and for 
other purposes, with an amendment (H. Rept. 
116–168); 

H.R. 2938, to exempt from the calculation of 
monthly income certain benefits paid by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and the Department of De-
fense (H. Rept. 116–169); 

H.R. 3304, to exempt for an additional 4-year pe-
riod, from the application of the means-test pre-
sumption of abuse under chapter 7, qualifying mem-
bers of reserve components of the Armed Forces and 
members of the National Guard who, after Sep-
tember 11, 2001, are called to active duty or to per-
form a homeland defense activity for not less than 
90 days (H. Rept. 116–170); 

H.R. 3311, to amend chapter 11 of title 11, 
United States Code, to address reorganization of 
small businesses, and for other purposes (H. Rept. 
116–171); 

H.R. 3409, to authorize appropriations for the 
Coast Guard, and for other purposes, with an 
amendment (H. Rept. 116–172); 

H.R. 3375, to amend the Communications Act of 
1934 to clarify the prohibitions on making robocalls, 
and for other purposes, with an amendment (H. 
Rept. 116–173); 

H.R. 2507, to amend the Public Health Service 
Act to reauthorize certain programs under part A of 
title XI of such Act relating to genetic diseases, and 
for other purposes, with an amendment (H. Rept. 
116–174); 

H.R. 2035, to amend title XXIX of the Public 
Health Service Act to reauthorize the program under 
such title relating to lifespan respite care, with an 
amendment (H. Rept. 116–175); 

H.R. 776, to amend the Public Health Service 
Act to reauthorize the Emergency Medical Services 
for Children program (H. Rept. 116–176); 

H.R. 1058, to reauthorize certain provisions of the 
Public Health Service Act relating to autism, and for 
other purposes, with amendments (H. Rept. 
116–177); and 

H. Res. 509, providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 397) to amend the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 to create a Pension Rehabilitation Trust 
Fund, to establish a Pension Rehabilitation Adminis-
tration within the Department of the Treasury to 
make loans to multiemployer defined benefit plans, 
and for other purposes; providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 3239) to require U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection to perform an initial health 
screening on detainees, and for other purposes; pro-
viding for proceedings during the period from July 
29, 2019, through September 6, 2019; and for other 
purposes (H. Rept. 116–178).                             Page H7239 

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein she 
appointed Representative Dean to act as Speaker pro 
tempore for today.                                                     Page H7163 

Recess: The House recessed at 12:23 p.m. and re-
convened at 2 p.m.                                                    Page H7165 

Journal: The House agreed to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal by voice vote.                Pages H7166, H7224 

Suspensions: The House agreed to suspend the rules 
and pass the following measures: 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:16 Jul 24, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0627 Sfmt 0627 E:\CR\FM\D23JY9.REC D23JYPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
B

B
Y

8H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 D
IG

E
S

T



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — DAILY DIGEST D893 July 23, 2019 

Building Blocks of STEM Act: H.R. 1665, to di-
rect the National Science Foundation to support 
STEM education research focused on early childhood; 
                                                                                    Pages H7166–68 

American Manufacturing Leadership Act: H.R. 
2397, amended, to amend the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology Act to make changes to 
the implementation of the network for manufac-
turing innovation;                                              Pages H7168–72 

Agreed to amend the title so as to read: ‘‘To 
amend the National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology Act to make changes to the implementation 
of the Manufacturing USA Network, and for other 
purposes’’;                                                                       Page H7172 

Expanding Findings for Federal Opioid Re-
search and Treatment Act: H.R. 3153, to direct the 
Director of the National Science Foundation to sup-
port research on opioid addiction;             Pages H7172–73 

Combating Sexual Harassment in Science Act of 
2019: H.R. 36, amended, to provide for research to 
better understand the causes and consequences of 
sexual harassment affecting individuals in the sci-
entific, technical, engineering, and mathematics 
workforce and to examine policies to reduce the 
prevalence and negative impact of such harassment; 
                                                                                    Pages H7173–76 

Vera Rubin Survey Telescope Designation Act: 
H.R. 3196, amended, to designate the Large Syn-
optic Survey Telescope as the ‘‘Vera Rubin Survey 
Telescope’’;                                                            Pages H7176–77 

Agreed to amend the title so as to read: ‘‘To des-
ignate the Large Synoptic Survey Telescope as the 
‘Vera C. Rubin Observatory’ ’’;                           Page H7177 

Energy and Water Research Integration Act of 
2019: H.R. 34, amended, to ensure consideration of 
water intensity in the Department of Energy’s en-
ergy research, development, and demonstration pro-
grams to help guarantee efficient, reliable, and sus-
tainable delivery of energy and clean water resources; 
                                                                                    Pages H7177–79 

Department of Energy Veterans’ Health Initia-
tive Act: H.R. 617, amended, to authorize the De-
partment of Energy to conduct collaborative research 
with the Department of Veterans Affairs in order to 
improve healthcare services for veterans in the 
United States;                                                       Pages H7179–81 

Opposing efforts to delegitimize the State of 
Israel and the Global Boycott, Divestment, and 
Sanctions Movement targeting Israel: H. Res. 246, 
amended, opposing efforts to delegitimize the State 
of Israel and the Global Boycott, Divestment, and 
Sanctions Movement targeting Israel, by a 2⁄3 yea- 

and-nay vote of 398 yeas to 17 nays with five an-
swering ‘‘present’’, Roll No. 497; 
                                                                      Pages H7181–88, H7222 

United States-Israel Cooperation Enhancement 
and Regional Security Act: H.R. 1837, amended, to 
make improvements to certain defense and security 
assistance provisions and to authorize assistance for 
Israel;                                                                        Pages H7188–98 

Palestinian International Terrorism Support 
Prevention Act of 2019: H.R. 1850, amended, to 
impose sanctions with respect to foreign support for 
Palestinian terrorism;                                 Pages H7198–H7202 

Calling on the Government of Cameroon and 
armed groups to respect the human rights of all 
Cameroonian citizens, to end all violence, and to 
pursue a broad-based dialogue without pre-
conditions to resolve the conflict in the Northwest 
and Southwest regions: H. Res. 358, calling on the 
Government of Cameroon and armed groups to re-
spect the human rights of all Cameroonian citizens, 
to end all violence, and to pursue a broad-based dia-
logue without preconditions to resolve the conflict in 
the Northwest and Southwest regions;   Pages H7203–04 

Providing Benefits Information in Spanish and 
Tagalog for Veterans and Families Act: H.R. 
2943, amended, to direct the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs to make all fact sheets of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs in English and Spanish; 
                                                                                    Pages H7204–06 

Agreed to amend the title so as to read: ‘‘To di-
rect the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to make all fact 
sheets of the Department of Veterans Affairs in 
English, Spanish, and Tagalog’’;                        Page H7206 

Directing the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
carry out the Women’s Health Transition Train-
ing pilot program through at least fiscal year 
2020: H.R. 2942, amended, to direct the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to carry out the Women’s Health 
Transition Training pilot program through at least 
fiscal year 2020;                                                  Pages H7206–07 

Ryan Kules Specially Adaptive Housing Im-
provement Act of 2019: H.R. 3504, amended, to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to provide for 
improvements to the specially adapted housing pro-
gram of the Department of Veterans Affairs; 
                                                                                    Pages H7207–11 

Honoring American Veterans in Extreme Need 
Act of 2019: H.R. 2938, amended, to exempt from 
the calculation of monthly income certain benefits 
paid by the Department of Veterans Affairs and the 
Department of Defense;                                  Pages H7215–16 
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National Guard and Reservists Debt Relief Ex-
tension Act of 2019: H.R. 3304, amended, to ex-
empt for an additional 4-year period, from the appli-
cation of the means-test presumption of abuse under 
chapter 7, qualifying members of reserve components 
of the Armed Forces and members of the National 
Guard who, after September 11, 2001, are called to 
active duty or to perform a homeland defense activ-
ity for not less than 90 days, by a 2⁄3 yea-and-nay 
vote of 417 yeas to 1 nay, Roll No. 499; 
                                                                Pages H7216–17, H7223–24 

Small Business Reorganization Act of 2019: 
H.R. 3311, amended, to amend chapter 11 of title 
11, United States Code, to address reorganization of 
small businesses; and                                          Page H7217–20 

Let Everyone Get Involved in Opportunities for 
National Service Act: S. 504, to amend title 36, 
United States Code, to authorize The American Le-
gion to determine the requirements for membership 
in The American Legion.                               Pages H7220–22 

Suspensions: The House failed to agree to suspend 
the rules and pass the following measure: 

Venezuela TPS Act of 2019: H.R. 549, amended, 
to designate Venezuela under section 244 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act to permit nationals of 
Venezuela to be eligible for temporary protected sta-
tus under such section, by a 2⁄3 yea-and-nay vote of 
268 yeas to 154 nays, Roll No. 498. 
                                                                Pages H7211–15, H7222–23 

Announcement by the Chair: The Chair informed 
the House that, pursuant to H. Res. 497, the Speak-
er has certified to the United States Attorney for the 
District of Columbia the refusal of William P. Barr 
and Wilbur L. Ross, Jr., to produce documents to 
the Committee on Oversight and Reform.   Page H7227 

Senate Referral: S. 1199 was held at the desk. 
Senate Messages: Message received from the Senate 
today and message received from the Senate by the 
Clerk and subsequently presented to the House 
today appear on pages H7181 and H7202–03. 
Quorum Calls Votes: Three yea-and-nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear 
on pages H7222, H7222–23 and H7223–24. There 
were no quorum calls. 
Adjournment: The House met at 12 noon and ad-
journed at 9:35 p.m. 

Committee Meetings 
RESTORING THE PARTNERSHIP: THE 
FUTURE OF FEDERALISM IN AMERICA 
Committee on Oversight and Reform: Subcommittee on 
Government Operations held a hearing entitled ‘‘Re-

storing the Partnership: The Future of Federalism in 
America’’. Testimony was heard from Representative 
Bishop of Utah; and public witnesses. 

REHABILITATION FOR MULTIEMPLOYER 
PENSIONS ACT OF 2019; HUMANITARIAN 
STANDARDS FOR INDIVIDUALS IN 
CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION 
CUSTODY ACT 
Committee on Rules: Full Committee held a hearing on 
H.R. 397, the ‘‘Rehabilitation for Multiemployer 
Pensions Act of 2019’’; and H.R. 3239, the ‘‘Hu-
manitarian Standards for Individuals in Customs and 
Border Protection Custody Act’’. The Committee 
granted, by record vote of 9–4, a rule providing for 
consideration of H.R. 397, the ‘‘Rehabilitation for 
Multiemployer Pensions Act’’, and H.R. 3239, the 
‘‘Humanitarian Standards for Individuals in Customs 
and Border Protection Custody Act’’. The rule pro-
vides for consideration of H.R. 397, the ‘‘Rehabilita-
tion for Multiemployer Pensions Act’’, under a struc-
tured rule. The rule provides one hour of debate 
equally divided among and controlled by the chair 
and ranking minority member of the Committee on 
Education and Labor and the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Ways and 
Means. The rule waives all points of order against 
consideration of the bill. The rule provides that an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute consisting 
of the text of Rules Committee Print 116–24 shall 
be considered as adopted and the bill, as amended, 
shall be considered as read. The rule waives all 
points of order against provisions in the bill, as 
amended. The rule makes in order the further 
amendment printed in Part A of the report, if of-
fered by the member designated in the report, which 
shall be considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent, and shall 
not be subject to a demand for division of the ques-
tion. The rule waives all points of order against the 
amendment printed in part A of the report. The rule 
provides one motion to recommit with or without 
instructions. The rule also provides for consideration 
of H.R. 3239, the ‘‘Humanitarian Standards for In-
dividuals in Customs and Border Protection Custody 
Act’’, under a structured rule. The rule provides one 
hour of general debate equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on the Judiciary. The rule waives 
all points of order against consideration of the bill. 
The rule makes in order as original text for the pur-
pose of amendment an amendment in the nature of 
a substitute consisting of the text of Rules Com-
mittee Print 116–26 modified by the amendment 
printed in Part B of the report, and provides that it 
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shall be considered as read. The rule waives all 
points of order against that amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute. The rule makes in order only 
those further amendments printed in part C of the 
Rules Committee report. Each such amendment may 
be offered only in the order printed in the report, 
may be offered only by a Member designated in the 
report, shall be considered as read, shall be debatable 
for the time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an opponent, 
shall not be subject to amendment, and shall not be 
subject to a demand for division of the question. The 
rule waives all points of order against the amend-
ments printed in part C of the report. The rule pro-
vides one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions. The rule provides that House Resolution 
507 is hereby adopted. The rule provides that it 
shall be in order at any time on the legislative day 
of July 25, 2019, or July 26, 2019, for the Speaker 
to entertain motions that the House suspend the 
rules as though under clause 1 of rule XV. The 
Speaker or her designee shall consult with the Mi-
nority Leader or his designee on the designation of 
any matter for consideration pursuant to this section. 
Section 5 of the rule provides that on any legislative 
day during the period from July 29, 2019, through 
September 6, 2019: the Journal of the proceedings 
of the previous day shall be considered as approved; 
and the Chair may at any time declare the House 
adjourned to meet at a date and time to be an-
nounced by the Chair in declaring the adjournment. 
The rule provides that the Speaker may appoint 
Members to perform the duties of the Chair for the 
duration of the period addressed by section 5 of the 
resolution. Finally, the rule provides that each day 
during the period addressed by section 5 of the reso-
lution: shall not constitute a calendar day for the 
purposes of section 7 of the War Powers Resolution; 
shall not constitute a legislative day for the purposes 
of clause 7 of rule XIII; and shall not constitute a 
legislative day for the purposes of clause 7 of rule 
XV. Testimony was heard from Chairman Neal, 
Chairman Scott of Virginia, Chairman Lofgren, and 
Representatives Brady of Texas, Foxx of North Caro-
lina, Grothman, Estes, and Collins of Georgia. 

LEARNING FROM WHISTLEBLOWERS AT 
THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Subcommittee on Over-
sight and Investigations concluded a hearing entitled 
‘‘Learning from Whistleblowers at the Department 
of Veterans Affairs’’. Testimony was heard from Ta-
mara Bonzanto, Assistant Secretary for Account-
ability and Whistleblower Protection, Department of 
Veterans Affairs; Michael Missal, Inspector General, 
Department of Veterans Affairs; Henry Kerner, Spe-

cial Counsel, U.S. Office of Special Counsel; Tristan 
Leavitt, General Counsel/Acting Chief Executive and 
Administrative Officer, Merit Systems Protection 
Board; and public witnesses. 

Joint Meetings 
ENERGY AND POWER IN EUROPE 
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe: Com-
mission received a briefing on pipeline politics, fo-
cusing on energy and power in Europe from Colin 
Cleary, Director for Energy Diplomacy for Europe, 
Western Hemisphere and Africa, Department of 
State; Ed Chow, Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies, and David Koranyi, Atlantic Coun-
cil, both of Washington, D.C.; and Efgan Nifti, Cas-
pian Policy Center, Arlington, Virginia. 

f 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
JULY 24, 2019 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
Committee on Armed Services: to hold hearings to examine 

the expected nomination of David L. Norquist to be Dep-
uty Secretary of Defense, 10 a.m., SD–G50. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: busi-
ness meeting to consider S. 496, to preserve United States 
fishing heritage through a national program dedicated to 
training and assisting the next generation of commercial 
fishermen, S. 893, to require the President to develop a 
strategy to ensure the security of next generation mobile 
telecommunications systems and infrastructure in the 
United States and to assist allies and strategic partners in 
maximizing the security of next generation mobile tele-
communications systems, infrastructure, and software, S. 
1148, to amend title 49, United States Code, to require 
the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration 
to give preferential consideration to individuals who have 
successfully completed air traffic controller training and 
veterans when hiring air traffic control specialists, S. 
1341, to adopt a certain California flammability standard 
as a Federal flammability standard to protect against the 
risk of upholstered furniture flammability, S. 1349, to ex-
pand enrollment in TSA PreCheck to expedite commer-
cial travel screening and improve airport security, S. 
1625, to promote the deployment of commercial fifth- 
generation mobile networks and the sharing of informa-
tion with communications providers in the United States 
regarding security risks to the networks of those pro-
viders, S. 1822, to require the Federal Communications 
Commission to issue rules relating to the collection of 
data with respect to the availability of broadband services, 
S. 1858, to ensure the Chief Information Office of the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission has a significant 
role in decisions related to information technology, pro-
posed legislation entitled, ‘‘Regional Ocean Partnership 
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Act’’, S. 2035, to require the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration to develop a strategic plan to expand eligi-
bility for the PreCheck Program to individuals with 
Transportation Worker Identification Credentials or Haz-
ardous Materials Endorsements, S. 2134, to extend the 
transfer of Electronic Travel Authorization System fees 
from the Travel Promotion Fund to the Corporation for 
Travel Promotion (Brand USA) through fiscal year 2027, 
and a promotion list in the Coast Guard; to be imme-
diately followed by hearings to examine the nominations 
of Theodore Rokita, of Indiana, to be a Director of the 
Amtrak Board of Directors, Jennifer L. Homendy, of Vir-
ginia, and Michael Graham, of Kansas, both to be a 
Member of the National Transportation Safety Board, 
Carl Whitney Bentzel, of Maryland, to be a Federal Mari-
time Commissioner, Michael J.K. Kratsios, of South 
Carolina, to be an Associate Director of the Office of 
Science and Technology Policy, and Ian Paul Steff, of In-
diana, to be Assistant Secretary of Commerce and Direc-
tor General of the United States and Foreign Commercial 
Service, 10:30 a.m., SH–216. 

Committee on Environment and Public Works: to hold hear-
ings to examine the Theodore Roosevelt Genius Prize, fo-
cusing on innovative solutions to reduce human-predator 
conflict, 10 a.m., SD–406. 

Committee on Finance: to hold hearings to examine the 
nominations of Brent James McIntosh, of Michigan, to be 
an Under Secretary, Brian Callanan, of New Jersey, to be 
General Counsel, and Brian McGuire, of New York, to 
be a Deputy Under Secretary, all of the Department of 
the Treasury, and Travis Greaves, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be a Judge of the United States Tax Court for 
a term of fifteen years, 10:15 a.m., SD–215. 

Committee on Foreign Relations: to hold hearings to exam-
ine authorities for the use of military force, 10:15 a.m., 
SD–419. 

Subcommittee on Africa and Global Health Policy, to 
hold hearings to examine confronting Ebola, focusing on 
addressing a 21st century global health crisis, 2:30 p.m., 
SD–419. 

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs: 
business meeting to consider S. 2162, to require the 
Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection to 
annually hire at least 600 new Border Patrol agents, to 
report quarterly to Congress on the status of the Border 
Patrol workforce, and to conduct a comprehensive staffing 
analysis, S. 1976, to amend the FAST Act to improve the 
Federal permitting process, S. 2065, to require the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to publish an annual report 
on the use of deepfake technology, S. 2183, to require the 
Comptroller General of the United States to analyze cer-
tain legislation in order prevent duplication of and over-
lap with existing Federal programs, offices, and initia-
tives, S. 2177, to provide taxpayers with an improved un-
derstanding of Government programs through the disclo-
sure of cost, performance, and areas of duplication among 
them, leverage existing data to achieve a functional Fed-
eral program inventory, S. 2169, to amend section 3116 
of title 5, United States Code, to clarify the applicability 
of the appointment limitations for students appointed 
under the expedited hiring authority for post-secondary 

students, S. 2107, to increase the number of CBP Agri-
culture Specialists and support staff in the Office of Field 
Operations of U.S. Customs and Border Protection, S. 
2193, to require the Administrator of General Services to 
issue guidance to clarify that Federal agencies may pay by 
charge card for the charging of Federal electric motor ve-
hicles, S. 764, to provide for congressional approval of na-
tional emergency declarations, S. 439, to allow Members 
of Congress to opt out of the Federal Employees Retire-
ment System, and allow Members who opt out of the 
Federal Employees Retirement System to continue to par-
ticipate in the Thrift Savings Plan, S. 2119, to amend 
title 5, United States Code, to appropriately limit the au-
thority to award bonuses to Federal employees, H.R. 
2590, to require a Department of Homeland Security 
overseas personnel enhancement plan, H.R. 3305, to des-
ignate the facility of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 2509 George Mason Drive in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia, as the ‘‘Ryan Keith Cox Post Office Building’’, 
and the nominations of Chad F. Wolf, of Virginia, to be 
Under Secretary for Strategy, Policy, and Plans, and Wil-
liam Bryan, of Virginia, to be Under Secretary for Science 
and Technology, both of the Department of Homeland 
Security, Robert M. Duncan, of Kentucky, to be a Gov-
ernor of the United States Postal Service, Ann C. Fisher, 
of the District of Columbia, and Ashley Jay Elizabeth 
Poling, of North Carolina, both to be a Commissioner of 
the Postal Regulatory Commission, Catherine Bird, of 
Texas, to be General Counsel of the Federal Labor Rela-
tions Authority, and Rainey R. Brandt, and Shana Frost 
Matini, both to be an Associate Judge of the Superior 
Court of the District of Columbia, 9:30 a.m., SD–342. 

Committee on Indian Affairs: business meeting to con-
sider S. 2159, to repeal the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to con-
fer jurisdiction on the State of North Dakota over offenses 
committed by or against Indians on the Devils Lake In-
dian Reservation’’; to be immediately followed by a hear-
ing to examine the nomination of E. Sequoyah 
Simermeyer, of Maryland, to be Chairman of the National 
Indian Gaming Commission, 2:30 p.m., SD–628. 

Committee on Rules and Administration: to hold an over-
sight hearing to examine the Government Publishing Of-
fice, Office of the Inspector General, 11 a.m., SR–301. 

Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship: business 
meeting to markup an original bill entitled, ‘‘Small Busi-
ness Administration Reauthorization Act’’, 2:30 p.m., 
S–115, Capitol. 

House 
Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on the De-

partments of Labor, Health and Human Services, Edu-
cation, and Related Agencies, hearing entitled ‘‘Oversight 
of the Unaccompanied Children Program: Ensuring the 
Safety of Children in HHS Care’’, 9 a.m., 2359 Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Re-
lated Agencies, budget and oversight hearing on the 
White House Office of Science and Technology Policy, 
10:15 a.m., 2358–A Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, oversight hearing on the U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection—Border Patrol, 2 p.m., 2359 Rayburn. 
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Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related 
Agencies, hearing entitled ‘‘Bureau of Indian Education, 
Education Construction’’, 3 p.m., 2008 Rayburn. 

Committee on the Budget, Full Committee, hearing enti-
tled ‘‘The Costs of Climate Change: From Coasts to 
Heartland, Health to Security’’, 10 a.m., 210 Cannon. 

Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on En-
vironment and Climate Change, hearing entitled ‘‘Build-
ing America’s Clean Future: Pathways to Decarbonize the 
Economy’’, 10 a.m., 2123 Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on Consumer Protection and Commerce, 
hearing entitled ‘‘Legislation to Make Cars in America 
Safer’’, 10:30 a.m., 2322 Rayburn. 

Committee on Financial Services, Full Committee, hearing 
entitled ‘‘The Next Megabank? Examining the Proposed 
Merger of SunTrust and BB&T’’, 10 a.m., 2128 Rayburn. 

Committee on Foreign Affairs, Subcommittee on the Mid-
dle East, North Africa, and International Terrorism, hear-
ing entitled ‘‘The FY20 Budget: State Department 
Counterterrorism and Countering Violent Extremism Bu-
reau’’, 2 p.m., 2172 Rayburn. 

Committee on the Judiciary, Full Committee, hearing en-
titled ‘‘Oversight of the Report on the Investigation into 
Russian Interference in the 2016 Presidential Election: 
Former Special Counsel Robert S. Mueller, III’’, 8:30 
a.m., 2141 Rayburn. 

Committee on Natural Resources, Subcommittee on Energy 
and Mineral Resources, hearing on H.R. 934, the ‘‘Health 
Benefits for Miners Act of 2019’’; and H.R. 935, the 
‘‘Miners Pension Protection Act’’, 10 a.m., 1324 Long-
worth. 

Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, hearing 
entitled ‘‘The Status of the Reclamation Fund and the 
Bureau of Reclamation’s Future Infrastructure Funding 
Needs’’, 2 p.m., 1324 Longworth. 

Committee on Oversight and Reform, Subcommittee on 
Economic and Consumer Policy, hearing entitled ‘‘Exam-

ining JUUL’s Role in the Youth Nicotine Epidemic: Part 
I’’, 9 a.m., 2154 Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, 
hearing entitled ‘‘Beyond the Citizenship Question: Re-
pairing the Damage and Preparing to Count ‘We the 
People’ ’’, 2 p.m., 2154 Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on Environment, hearing entitled ‘‘The 
Devil They Knew—PFAS Contamination and the Need 
for Corporate Accountability’’, 2 p.m., 2247 Rayburn. 

Committee on Rules, Full Committee, hearing on H.R. 
2203, the ‘‘Homeland Security Improvement Act’’; and 
H.R. 3877, the ‘‘Bipartisan Budget Act of 2019’’, 3 
p.m., H–313 Capitol. 

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, Full Com-
mittee, markup on H.R. 3597, the ‘‘Solar Energy Re-
search and Development Act of 2019’’; H.R. 3607, the 
‘‘Fossil Energy Research and Development Act of 2019’’; 
H.R. 3609, the ‘‘Wind Energy Research and Develop-
ment Act of 2019’’; and H.R. 335, the ‘‘South Florida 
Clean Coastal Waters Act of 2019’’, 10 a.m., 2318 Ray-
burn. 

Committee on Small Business, Full Committee, hearing 
entitled ‘‘Is the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act a Help or 
Hinderance to Main Street?’’, 11:30 a.m., 2360 Rayburn. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Full Committee, hearing 
entitled ‘‘True Transparency? Assessing Wait Times Five 
Years after Phoenix’’, 10 a.m., HVC–210. 

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled ‘‘Former Special Counsel Robert 
S. Mueller, III on the Investigation into Russian Inter-
ference in the 2016 Presidential Election’’, 12 p.m., 2141 
Rayburn. 

Select Committee on the Modernization of Congress, Full 
Committee, hearing entitled ‘‘Modernizing Legislative In-
formation Technologies: Lessons from the States’’, 2 p.m., 
2020 Rayburn. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

9:30 a.m., Wednesday, July 24 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Wednesday: Senate will continue consider-
ation of the nomination of Stephen M. Dickson, of Geor-
gia, to be Administrator of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, post-cloture, and vote on confirmation of the 
nomination at 11 a.m. 

Following disposition of the nomination of Stephen M. 
Dickson, Senate will vote on the motions to invoke clo-
ture on the nominations of Wendy Williams Berger, of 
Florida, to be United States District Judge for the Middle 
District of Florida, and Brian C. Buescher, of Nebraska, 
to be United States District Judge for the District of Ne-
braska. If cloture is invoked, Senate will vote on con-
firmation of the nominations at 3 p.m. 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

10 a.m., Wednesday, July 24 

House Chamber 

Program for Wednesday: Consideration of measures 
under suspension of the Rules. 
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