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The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Lord of the Universe, we find our joy
from trusting You. Today, we trust in
Your promise to supply all our needs
from Your glorious riches in Heaven.
As we differ in faces, so we are dif-
ferent in our needs. Provide for our
needs from the riches of Your grace.

Lord, surround our lawmakers with
the shield of Your Divine favor. Re-
mind them that they wrestle against
forces that are often stronger and more
determined than they may imagine.
Help them to claim Your promise that
You will not withhold any good thing
from those who do what is right. In-
spire our Senators to call on You in all
of life’s seasons.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
YOUNG). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

The majority whip.

———

NOMINATION OF BRETT
KAVANAUGH

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, it is
hard for me to believe, but it has only
been 2 weeks since I was at the White
House, along with many of our other
colleagues, to await the President’s an-
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nouncement of who would fill the Su-
preme Court vacancy left by the retire-
ment of Justice Anthony Kennedy. At
that time, the President had said he
had narrowed the candidates to a field
of four, all of whom were well known
and well qualified.

I was personally pleased that he had
selected Judge Brett Kavanaugh, a can-
didate whom I had been proud to intro-
duce and support early in my career in
the Senate when he was nominated and
confirmed to the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the DC Circuit. That would have
been back in 2006. His academic back-
ground, his longstanding experience in
public service, and his now 12-year
record of faithfully applying the law as
an appellant judge on the DC Circuit
Court of Appeals, I believe, make him
exactly the type of jurist we should
want to serve on our Nation’s highest
Court.

We know the attacks already began
even before the nominee was an-
nounced. To me, that was the most
telling thing of all. One leftwing
group’s literal fill-in-the-blank press
release confirmed all of the terrible
things that nominee xx was going to do
when nominee xx was nominated to the
Supreme Court. Last week, the leader
rightfully referred to this as the ‘‘fill-
in-the-blank’ opposition. If you can
come out with such certainty and such
vigor against an unnamed nominee, it
looks to me like you really don’t have
an open mind in the first place.

Now Judge Kavanaugh’s name has
been filled in, and the attacks have
been more direct and more personal.
They have attempted to attack his
qualifications, but that has sputtered
out pretty quickly given that Judge
Kavanaugh’s qualifications are unas-
sailable. No one can argue that he is
not impeccably well suited for a seat
on the Nation’s highest Court.

The Nation first got a glimpse of
Judge Kavanaugh’s character when he
spoke at the White House. We heard
about his being an only child who had

grown up with two hard-working par-
ents and who still refers to his mom as
being the original Judge Kavanaugh
because of her service on the State
court bench in Maryland. We heard
about his being a loving father of two
daughters and being referred to as
“Coach K” because of the coaching of
his daughters’ basketball teams. We
also heard about his being a public
servant who has been devoted to sup-
porting his community and living out
his faith. Yet let’s set all of these char-
acter traits aside for a moment be-
cause, in the end, these aren’t the pri-
mary measures we will use to confirm
this nomination.

Judge Kavanaugh graduated with
honors from Yale College. He attended
Yale Law, and he clerked for two Fed-
eral appellate judges before clerking
for Justice Kennedy on the U.S. Su-
preme Court. He then went on to pri-
vate practice, and, from there, he went
to work at the White House, where he
started in the counsel’s office before
becoming the Staff Secretary to Presi-
dent George W. Bush.

Let me pause there for a moment and
remind people what the Staff Secretary
does because, I suspect, there are going
to be requests for a lot of documents he
touched during the time he was Staff
Secretary. As I understand the role of
Staff Secretary at the White House,
there has to be one final person who de-
termines that a document is ready for
the President’s signature. Has it been
properly vetted for policy statements?
Is it in the correct application of what-
ever the current law is that pertains to
that topic? More than anything else, it
just has to have one final stop that
tells the President: OK. We have
checked all of this out. We have con-
sulted with all of the relevant people,
and this document is now ready for
your signature.

In almost no case did Judge
Kavanaugh generate the document or
author the document. It was written by
somebody else. He had merely con-
firmed it was in its proper shape after
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having consulted with the people who
did write it and after having consulted
with the authorities who were respon-
sible for that policy.

I suspect we are going to hear of re-
quests for millions of documents that
came across his desk while he was Staff
Secretary, virtually none of which will
have any bearing whatsoever on his fit-
ness or qualifications to serve on the
Supreme Court.

More relevant, though, are the 12
years he served on the Federal appel-
late bench here in Washington, DC. The
DC Circuit Court has sometimes been
called the second highest court in the
Nation. We have seen Judge Kavanaugh
earn a reputation for being a fair, well-
respected jurist who has a record of
faithfully applying the law as written.

While it is «clear that Judge
Kavanaugh is uniquely qualified to
serve on the Supreme Court, if I were
dreaming up the right qualifications
and temperament and experience, I am
not sure I could have picked a better
person. In its failing to find fault with
his character and his qualifications,
here is where the opposition has moved
in its outlandish claims about how he
may apply personal political views to
the law.

The opposition started by digging up
an old law review article Judge
Kavanaugh wrote for the Minnesota
Law Review that made the case that
Congress should consider enacting leg-
islation to govern a sitting President’s
lawsuits and investigations. Some of
our colleagues have already begun to
twist the words in the article and mis-
lead the American people into believ-
ing he argued the President could
never be investigated or prosecuted.

In fact, the Washington Post fact-
check called these claims an ‘‘extreme
distortion” of Judge Kavanaugh’s
views. It is a bogus conspiracy theory
that is only being made by those who
haven’t reviewed the article or don’t
want to but who clearly want to try to
damage the nomination. In his article,
Judge Kavanaugh explicitly wrote that
he believes no one is above the law. His
point was not to take away checks on
the President but only to say Congress
might want to consider passing addi-
tional legislation.

Some of our friends across the aisle
then argued that if confirmed, Judge
Kavanaugh would be the deciding vote
to overturn the Affordable Care Act,
including to overturn protections for
preexisting conditions. This is so far-
fetched that the New York Times fact-
check from two health law professors
debunked the claim and called these
arguments ‘‘overstated’” and that in
Judge Kavanaugh’s writings on the
topic, he focused on specific legal
issues, as judges are supposed to do in
the cases that are presented to them.

Most every one of our colleagues
agrees that preexisting conditions
should be covered, but that is a policy
decision for Congress. What a specious
idea to suggest that somehow this
judge who served on the DC Circuit
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Court of Appeals for 12 years is some
crusader who is determined to under-
mine preexisting conditions coverage
for the American people. It is just a
loony idea. It is precisely why we, as
elected officials, are the ones to make
the law and to make policy and to rep-
resent the interests of those we serve.
When our constituents don’t think we
are doing a very good job, they can tell
us: Hey, you need to be doing a better
job, and if you don’t, then I am going
to exercise my right at the next elec-
tion to vote against you.

Judges, though, are presented not
with a policy or a political or an ideo-
logical agenda that they are supposed
to pursue but, rather, with specific
cases and facts. Then they are to apply
the law without having any pre-
disposed policy preferences. That is
what judges do. Opposing him based on
a guess of how he might rule on a given
case that may or may not ever come
before him is an act of pure despera-
tion.

Don’t they remember the standards
set by Justice Ginsburg, who declined
to prejudge any case since she said that
would be inappropriate? As she said in
her own confirmation, that sort of as-
surance is completely wrong. Justice
Ginsburg gave what, I think, is the cor-
rect response to such requests, saying
she would offer no hints, no forecasts,
and no previews of her specific rulings.

As a former State court judge and
justice myself, I strongly believe those
who serve in our judicial branch must
put their personal, political, and ideo-
logical beliefs aside and apply the law
as written. If you can’t do that, you
ought to run for the legislature or city
council or county commissioner, not
serve as Federal judges. I believe at-
tempts to predict how Justices will de-
cide particular cases are futile, par-
ticularly when you have a judge who
calls balls and strikes as he or she sees
them. Cases depend on specific facts
and circumstances as well as on the
lengthy and detailed legal arguments
by the parties who come before the
Court.

I hope our colleagues will spend less
time dreaming up hypotheticals that
will never come to pass and more time
in meeting with and in getting to know
Judge Kavanaugh, which, so far, they
have declined to do. If they want to get
to know the man and the judge, I hope
they will take him up on the offer to
sit down and talk to them and to an-
swer their questions and explain how
his judicial philosophy would be put
into action.

Thank goodness for a couple of our
colleagues, both the junior Senator
from North Dakota and the senior Sen-
ator from West Virginia. They were
quick to say they will not be influ-
enced by their leadership’s pressure or
messaging from their far-left base.
Let’s hope others will follow suit.

In having failed to pick apart Judge
Kavanaugh’s character or his 12-year
judicial record, some of our colleagues
are now requesting to see every piece
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of paper—every email, every docu-
ment—from Judge Kavanaugh’s career
at the Bush White House. I agree we
should fully vet the nominee, and it
makes sense to review documents that
are important to the confirmation
process.

Yet, with nearly half of the Demo-
crats having already announced their
opposition to this nomination, why are
they requesting these documents? Is it
because it would cause them to recon-
sider their opposition to his nomina-
tion? I think they have pretty much
made a political decision to oppose the
nomination, so any effort to force the
production of documents that will not
have any relevance whatsoever to his
qualifications makes no sense. Instead,
we know some of these demands are
being made merely so they may drag
their feet—as a pretext in order to
delay Judge Kavanaugh’s confirmation.

Instead of chasing after irrelevant
records from the Bush White House, I
urge our colleagues to read dJudge
Kavanaugh’s opinions and meet with
the judge and get to know him. Sadly,
I have heard, as I said, that virtually
all of the Democrats have, so far, not
been able to or have not found time to
meet with the judge, which, I think, is
a shame.

Despite the attacks, the attempts to
distract, and the efforts to stall,
though, the American people can be as-
sured of one thing—we will press for-
ward in our vetting process and vote on
the confirmation of Judge Kavanaugh
this fall in advance of the October term
of the Supreme Court. The majority
leader, Senator MCCONNELL, has made
it clear that if there is foot-dragging,
and this is drug out beyond the first
Monday in November, when the Su-
preme Court has its first oral argu-
ment, we will stay here until the bitter
end—all the way up to and including
the midterm elections on November 6.
That would be the consequence of drag-
ging this out for no good reason, but we
will vote on his nomination before the
midterm election.

———

NOMINATION OF ROBERT WILKIE

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, on an-
other note, we will vote today on the
nomination of Robert Wilkie to be Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs.

Mr. Wilkie brings to this position a
firsthand understanding of the mental
and physical demands of military life.
The son of an Army commander who
was wounded in Cambodia during the
Vietnam war, he said his father’s re-
covery was at the forefront of his mind
when he was offered the position at the
Veterans Health Administration. He
himself is an Air Force Reserve officer
who has spent three decades helping to
shape military policy.

In fact, he started out his career in
this very Chamber and worked, most
recently, for our friend from North
Carolina, Senator TILLIS. He holds a
law degree and multiple master’s de-
grees, but he has had real-world experi-
ence as the Under Secretary of Defense
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for Personnel and Readiness, as Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense, and as Senior
Director of the National Security
Council. Those are positions of great
responsibility and great importance.
My home State of Texas is home to 1 in
12 veterans, so having a well-func-
tioning Veterans Health Administra-
tion is crucial to my State.

Mr. Wilkie, I believe, has the experi-
ence, the compassion, and the drive to
make sure our Department of Veterans
Affairs can efficiently and effectively
serve those who have served in uni-
form, to whom we owe a moral duty.
No nominee for this position has ever
received a ‘‘no” vote on the Senate
floor, and my hope is, we continue that
tradition during the vote today.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

FAMILY SEPARATION

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, do you
remember children being separated
from their families? This crisis is far
from over. As a matter of fact, we
found out it is not 2,000 children; it is
3,000 children.

A district court judge in San Diego
has ordered the administration to re-
unite all of the families who were sepa-
rated at the border by Thursday. Yet
with the deadline looming this week,
the administration continues to cite
the many obstacles it says that are
hindering the work they are trying to
do to comply with the court’s order.

When I went to the detention center
in Homestead, FL, they said they were
going to reunite families soon there-
after. That was more than a month and
a half ago. As a matter of fact, of the
1,300 children that had been separated
from their parents, there were 70 of
them who were there.

They would not let me speak to
them, so I inquired about whether the
children had been able to speak to
their parents on the phone. I was told
that of the 70, 62 of the children had
spoken to their parents. It has recently
been made clear why some of those
families have been unable to connect
for so long. A report that was just pub-
lished stated that the administration—
the Trump administration—has been
charging detained parents—get this—as
much as $8 a minute to call their chil-
dren. These children were separated
from their parents because the admin-
istration separated them. That is $8 a
minute if you want to talk to your
child. That is a new low.

Charging these families an exorbi-
tant fee such as this, just to talk—just
to talk—to their children, when the
cost of providing that service is mini-
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mal, that is not even a conscionable
act.

Many of those families have come
and asked for political asylum. They
are asking for what the law provides,
and yet we have separated the children
from their parents and have prevented
those parents from simply using the
telephone to contact their children.
Many of those children are just terri-
fied, and they are being held thousands
of miles away. It is not only unneces-
sary, it is simply cruel.

It also seems to fly in the face of
ICE’s own policy to permit calls by de-
tainees to immediate family members
in case there are family emergencies
and to do so at a reasonable cost, cer-
tainly not $8 a minute for poor families
who don’t have $1, much less $3. A
number of us in the Senate have now
sent a letter urging the administration
to stop this ridiculous practice and
allow those parents the ability to talk
to their children.

The list of obstacles this administra-
tion claims it is facing in order to re-
unite the families seems to be never-
ending. But I would suggest that the
list of obstacles the administration has
created for these families to overcome,
just to see their children again, seems
to go on and on.

As a country, the United States is
better than this. We should be making
it easier for these families to reconnect
and ultimately bring them back to-
gether, as the court has ordered. There
are many in this Chamber who would
certainly join with me. We are not
going to turn our backs on these chil-
dren. We will continue to fight to en-
sure that they and everyone else are
being treated the way the American
people want them to be treated.

I urge this administration to do the
same, and I urge the administration to
pay attention to the letter by a couple
of dozen Senators that is coming to
them today.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
Bo0zMAN). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
Democratic leader is recognized.

The

NOMINATION OF BRETT
KAVANAUGH

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, on
Saturday, the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee received the completed ques-
tionnaire from Brett Kavanaugh, Presi-
dent Trump’s nominee to the Supreme
Court.

S5117

As legal minds on both sides of the
aisle pore over these preliminary docu-
ments, a common thread has already
emerged: Brett Kavanaugh seems to
have an imperial conception of the
American Presidency. He has written
that a sitting President shouldn’t be
subject to civil or criminal investiga-
tions while in office.

In at least three separate instances,
Brett Kavanaugh has shown a willing-
ness to openly question precedent re-
lating to Presidential power and Presi-
dential accountability.

First, in his opinion in Seven-Sky v.
Holder, Kavanaugh wrote that the
President does not have to enforce the
laws if he ‘‘deems” a statute unconsti-
tutional, regardless of whether a court
has already held it constitutional.

What the heck do we have a Supreme
Court for? If the President can deem a
law unconstitutional even after the
courts have ruled it is and then not
obey it—wow. That goes very far. I fear
to think what this President, in par-
ticular, who doesn’t seem to have much
respect for the rule of law or people
who disagree with him, will do if that
becomes the law.

Second, when Brett Kavanaugh was
asked which case he would choose if he
could overturn precedent in any one
case, he said the decision in Morrison
v. Olson. That is the case that upheld
the constitutionality of the inde-
pendent counsel law.

Many of us did not agree with the
independent counsel law, but it is tell-
ing that the first and only case Brett
Kavanaugh cited when asked ‘‘What
case would you overrule, would you
overturn stare decisis on?”’ was a case
about executive accountability.

Third and most recently, on Satur-
day, we learned that Brett Kavanaugh
even believes that the 8-to-0 decision in
United States v. Nixon may have been
wrongly decided. This new revelation
adds to the body of evidence that
Kavanaugh believes sitting Presidents
should be free from civil and criminal
investigations while in office—a view,
of course, that could have significant
ramifications for the future of the
Presidency and our democracy.

Let me ask this Senate and the
American people a very important
question: If Kavanaugh would have let
Nixon off the hook, what is he willing
to do for President Trump? Alarm bells
should be going off for anyone who be-
lieves in checks and balances.

It is a fundamental principle of our
democracy that no one is above the
law, including the President. Our
Presidents are not Kings. But Brett
Kavanaugh’s jurisprudence does not
bode well for the future rulings on the
accountability of the President, includ-
ing those that may arise from Special
Counsel Mueller’s investigation.

Kavanaugh’s views of an imperial
Presidency would be alarming under
any President, but it is especially
alarming under President Trump, who
almost daily tests the bounds of our
Constitution, the separation of powers,
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and the rule of law. It almost seems
that anyone who criticizes him is be-
yond the pale, is fake, is dishonest.

As the revelation about the Nixon
case shows, there is still much we don’t
know about Judge Kavanaugh. The
Senate and the American people de-
serve to know where Judge Kavanaugh
stands on a host of issues. After all, the
Supreme Court is a lifetime appoint-
ment with enormous power—the power
to overrule the elected bodies of gov-
ernment.

Given that the hearing process for
the Supreme Court has tended to be
more of a public relations exercise for
nominees rather than a legitimate ex-
amination of judicial philosophy,
Judge Kavanaugh’s papers might be
the best and only way to judge what
kind of a Justice he might be. My Re-
publican friends understood this when
it came to Justice Kagan, who had
served in key positions in prior admin-
istrations, much like Judge
Kavanaugh. They were then in the mi-
nority, as we are now, when Judge
Kagan was nominated, but our Repub-
lican colleagues demanded the entire
paper history of then-Solicitor General
Kagan before moving forward with her
nomination, and Democrats agreed.

In a joint letter to the director of the
Clinton Library, the chairman and
ranking member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee at the time—Senator LEAHY,
the chairman, and Senator Jeff Ses-
sions, now Attorney General, but then
the ranking Republican on the com-
mittee—wrote that they expected ‘‘all
records containing documents written
by, edited by, prepared in whole or part
by, under the supervision of, or at the
direction of Elena Kagan, as well as
documents referencing Elena Kagan by
name, initials, or title, and documents
received by or sent to Elena Kagan.”

A Democratic chairman and Repub-
lican Senator Sessions, the ranking
member, asked for every single docu-
ment of Elena Kagan’s record. Why
should such a standard apply to Justice
Kagan but not to Judge Kavanaugh?

I have taken the liberty of editing
the letter sent by Senators Sessions
and LEAHY. It didn’t take much work
to make it directly applicable today. It
is the same letter, same request, sim-
ply crossing out every time it mentions
Kagan and putting in the name
“Kavanaugh.” There was no change. It
is the same standard.

I have already heard from my Repub-
lican colleagues, including Chairman
GRASSLEY, that there is no reason to
review Judge Kavanaugh’s full record
before proceeding with his nomination.

I have had enough of the two-
facedness, the total hypocrisy on
judges, where somehow our Republican
colleagues say it is good one way when
we have a Democratic President and
the opposite should take effect when
we have a Republican President. That
is what they are doing with the records
here first of Judge Kagan and now
Judge Kavanaugh.

Well, I say to my Republican col-
leagues, what is good for Justice
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Kagan—Ilet’s call it the Kagan stand-
ard—is good enough for Judge
Kavanaugh—paraphrasing, of course,
what is good for the goose is good for
the gander.

The Senate’s duty to advise and con-
sent does not mean move as hastily as
possible. For the benefit of this body,
for the sake of consistency, and for the
honor of this Chamber, I hope my Re-
publican friends join Democrats in ask-
ing for and waiting for all the docu-
ments related to Judge Kavanaugh.
The American people have a right to
know what is there, and the Senate
must have enough time to review the
body of work before making an unal-
terable decision on a lifetime appoint-
ment to the Nation’s highest Court.

———

TRUMP-PUTIN SUMMIT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, on
Russia, a week ago today, President
Trump met with President Putin in
Helsinki, and with the world watching,
failed to show an ounce of strength in
defense of American interests.

What followed was an embarrassing
week of insincere walk backs and
mixed messages, culminating on Fri-
day in a bizarre invitation for Presi-
dent Putin to visit the White House
this fall—something the President’s
own Director of National Intelligence,
Mr. Coats, was not made aware of. It is
not hyperbolic to say that last week
may have been one of the worst weeks
in American foreign policy in recent
memory.

In the face of these stunning events,
what have my Republican colleagues
done to rein in the President? I am sad
to report, virtually nothing. In the full
week since the Helsinki summit, Re-
publicans failed to take meaningful ac-
tion to hold the President accountable
for his foreign policy blunders in Fin-
land. Republicans have offered words of
rebuke, statements, disappointed
tweets, but they have not backed up
any of those words with the force of ac-
tion.

I have seen my colleagues shrug their
shoulders as if there weren’t anything
the U.S. Senate could do to check this
President, even though they feel in
their hearts, I know, that he needs
checking. I mentioned several ways the
Senate could grapple with and push
back a bit on what President Trump
has done: bring in his national security
team and translator to testify before
Congress, particularly so we can tell
what happened in that 2 hours when
Putin and Trump were alone; pass leg-
islation to protect the special counsel
and legislation to harden our election
infrastructure because we risk Russia’s
interference again; implement sanc-
tions against Russia; demand that Rus-
sia hand over the 12 Russians indicted
for election interference and more.

If my Republican friends were serious
about doing something to redirect our
posture toward Russia, we should have
seen some movement by now on one or
more of these things, but we are stuck
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in the mud. Even though there is bipar-
tisan condemnation for the President’s
behavior last week, the Senate has re-
mained virtually silent on the matter
because Republicans here are unwill-
ing, maybe afraid, to confront the
President, even though they know
what he did was so wrong.

At the end of last week, the Repub-
lican majority blocked a bipartisan
resolution—a modest one from Sen-
ators Flake and Coons, one a Repub-
lican, one a Democrat—that sought to
hold Russia accountable. It didn’t have
many teeth, but still the Republicans
objected.

Are my Republican friends ever will-
ing to push back against this Presi-
dent, not just in words but in deeds, or
are they too afraid of the political con-
sequences? Are they willing to put
country over party at this crucial
time? It seems not, at least so far.

I know many of my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle were deeply dis-
turbed by the President’s inexplicable
behavior in Helsinki. I say to them,
America needs you now. We need you
to stand up, step up to the plate, and
do something about it.

Frankly, if we don’t do something
real, President Trump—I know him—
will conclude he doesn’t need to change
his behavior, and, as a result, Repub-
licans will be complicit in enabling the
President to continue down the disas-
trous course he has set.

I yield the floor.

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session for the con-
sideration of the following nomination,
which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Robert L.
Wilkie, of North Carolina, to be Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I started
my morning in Kansas City speaking
to 4,000 veterans attending the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars 119th National
Convention held in Kansas City.

My speech was a message to those
Americans whom I hold in highest re-
gard, our Nation’s veterans, and espe-
cially those veterans who are helping
other veterans. I wanted them to know,
when they signed up to serve our coun-
try, they did not do so in support of
any political party. Those who serve
our Nation, and particularly those who
paid the ultimate sacrifice, did not an-
swer the call to support Republicans or
Democrats, but they answered for a
higher calling.
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Speaking to thousands of veterans
this morning and being in a room filled
with the characteristics that make this
country so great—duty, honor, loyalty,
respect—should remind us here in
Washington, DC, that we must work to-
gether to do everything possible to en-
sure that our Nation’s nearly 20 mil-
lion veterans receive the best our Na-
tion has to offer. Putting veterans first
and setting aside differences has led to
major policy changes and vital vet-
erans legislation such as the John
McCain VA MISSION Act to reform the
VA'’s healthcare system.

Of course, a large part of the task to
ensure veterans get the best our Nation
has to offer falls to the Department of
Veterans Affairs. I want our veterans
to receive the best care, the best atten-
tion possible from the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

In just a few minutes, the Senate will
vote on the confirmation of Mr. Robert
Wilkie to be the Secretary of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. I am con-
fident Mr. Wilkie is focused on putting
veterans first, changing the VA culture
of any complacency—ridding it of any
complacency—and is ready to lead the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

Of course, Mr. Wilkie has numerous
monumental tasks ahead of him. The
Department of Veterans Affairs is a
massive bureaucracy that has had a
number of challenges in the past, and
he will be charged with successfully
implementing the John McCain VA
MISSION Act.

The VA MISSION Act, if imple-
mented correctly, will be trans-
formative for the Department and will
make sure the VA continues to serve
veterans for generations to come. I
look forward to working with Mr.
Wilkie to accomplish that goal, and I
appreciate the interest the Trump ad-
ministration has had on implementa-
tion of the VA MISSION Act.

I judge whether the VA is working
for veterans by what we all call case-
work, which is when veterans seek help
from me and my staff because they
can’t break down the barriers or navi-
gate the VA’s penchant to tell them
no. Right now, we have about 80 open
veterans’ cases and a steady stream of
about 30 cases coming from Kansas vet-
erans each month. I intend to be an ac-
tive participant, working with the VA
as they work to implement the VA
MISSION Act. I intend to be a con-
structive participant in the process for
making the VA better for Kansas vet-
erans and American veterans.

Those in our communities can help
as well, not just those in the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. It is what we
all do as citizens, educators, and busi-
ness men and women. One of the first
acts is developing access standards,
and folks can provide their feedback
until July 30. So let us hear from the
VFW and other VSOs. Let us hear from
veterans. Either the VA or my office
can direct you to the Federal Register
site to make those comments known.

I am pleased we are taking the final
step needed in the Senate tonight to
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provide the leadership to confirm Mr.
Robert Wilkie to be the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MORAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today
this Chamber will take an important
step to ensure that we have leadership
in the Department of Veterans Affairs
to oversee the implementation of his-
toric reforms that we passed in May to
improve the VA’s healthcare delivery
system and provide veterans with more
choices and fewer barriers to care.

We will vote on the nomination of
Robert Wilkie to serve as Secretary of
the VA. Having served our Nation in
uniform, as well as experiencing mili-
tary life as the son of a wounded com-
bat soldier, Robert Wilkie’s extensive
career in a wide range of defense and
veterans issues makes him uniquely
qualified to serve as the next Secretary
of the VA. He clearly understands the
complexities associated with serving
our Nation and the importance of tak-
ing care of veterans.

I am grateful for Robert Wilkie’s
willingness to serve as the next Sec-
retary of the VA. I urge my colleagues
to follow the example of the Senate
Veterans’ Affairs Committee, which
overwhelmingly advanced his nomina-
tion to the Senate in a bipartisan way.
Having served as Acting Secretary of
the VA, Robert Wilkie is well aware of
the challenges facing the Department.

Accepting responsibility to oversee
the implementation of reforms passed
by Congress, including the VA MIS-
SION Act, to update its medical
records system, to expand support for
our women veterans, and to reduce the
disability claims backlog, are just a
few of those issues that he will need to
tackle.

To accomplish all of this, he will
have to change the culture at the VA.
Serving as the Secretary of the VA is a
huge undertaking, but one that he has
committed to me that he whole-
heartedly accepts. The Senate VA
Committee and my office are ready and
willing to help him and the VA succeed
in their mission.

Congress has given the VA the tools
to provide our veterans with quality
care and to improve the benefits they
have earned. Now the Department
needs his leadership to implement and
to carry out these changes. Under the
leadership of future Secretary Wilkie,
the VA can reestablish a nonpartisan
approach to serving veterans.

Our veterans must be our top pri-
ority. I am confident that Robert
Wilkie will provide the leadership the
VA needs to better serve our veterans.

I yield back.
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Mr. MCcCONNELL. Mr. President,
today the Senate will vote to confirm
Robert Wilkie, President Trump’s out-
standing choice to serve as the next
Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

The job is an incredibly important
one. As Secretary, Mr. Wilkie will be
tasked with fulfilling our Nation’s
commitments to veterans and their
families, expanding their access to
care, and improving accountability at
the VA.

Millions of American veterans rely
on the VA—day in and day out—for
healthcare, employment resources,
counseling, and a host of other services
they need and have certainly earned.

It is fortunate, then, that Mr.
Wilkie’s impressive career of public
service demonstrates he is well pre-
pared to advance the agency’s vital
missions.

Robert Wilkie grew up the son of an
Army artillery officer. He carried on
the tradition of service as an officer in
the U.S. Air Force Reserve. In addition
to uniformed service, Mr. Wilkie has
amassed more-than two decades of ex-
perience as a civil servant. He has
served at the Department of Defense,
at the National Security Council, and
here on Capitol Hill.

Throughout the years, he has built a
reputation as a thoughtful analyst and
a skilled manager. Both these skills
will serve him well at the helm of an
an agency that employs nearly 400,000
people to meet the needs of millions
more.

I know I speak for so many of my col-
leagues when I say that the Senate
looks forward to working closely with
the next Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

Already in 2018, guided by the leader-
ship of Chairman ISAKSON, this body
has taken decisive action to better ful-
fill our Nation’s promises to veterans
and their families.

In May, the Senate voted, by a wide
bipartisan margin, to pass the VA MIS-
SION Act, which was designed to en-
sure that the services on which our Na-
tion’s heroes rely are flexible and ac-
cessible enough to meet their needs.

The omnibus spending measure
passed earlier this year included a
record level of support for VA pro-
grams.

In Robert Wilkie, the President has
chosen a partner with whom this body
can work side by side to continue ad-
vancing the interests of our Nation’s
veterans, including more than 300,000
in my home State of Kentucky.

I look forward to doing just that. I
urge each of my colleagues to join me
in voting today to confirm this quali-
fied nominee.

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I am
proud to speak today on behalf of my
friend and colleague Robert Wilkie, the
nominee to be VA Secretary.

I have had the honor of working with
Robert for 3 years. Sometimes, he
worked for me, and other times, I
worked for him. His combination of
knowledge, humor, humility, and heart
has endeared him to my staff and to
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scores of North Carolina constituents,
including many servicemembers and
veterans.

Robert was born in Frankfurt, West
Germany, the son of an Army artillery
officer. He literally grew up on Fort
Bragg, and he lived most of his early
life in the Fort Bragg-Fayetteville area
of North Carolina.

Robert is now an intelligence officer
in the U.S. Air Force Reserve.

Previously, he served in the Atlantic

Intelligence Command and Joint
Forces Intelligence Command and the
U.S. Navy.

Robert has also pursued a distin-
guished career in public service on the
civilian side, both in the halls of the
Pentagon and of Congress. Robert has
served as a trusted adviser to some of
our Nation’s most distinguished public
servants, including Robert Gates,
Condoleezza Rice, Donald Rumsfeld,
and Jim Mattis.

As a congressional staffer, Robert de-
veloped excellent working relation-
ships with committee staff, on both
sides of the aisle. He is universally rec-
ognized as a team player and mentor,
traits of any outstanding leader.

Frankly, given his depth of experi-
ence, I was pleasantly surprised and
very proud to have Robert accept a po-
sition with a 6-month-old freshman
Senator, but it was clear to me from
the start that Robert was destined to
serve our Nation at a higher level.

Last year, Robert received that call
from the administration when he was
nominated to be Under Secretary of
Defense for Personnel and Readiness.
Robert demonstrated his extraordinary
skills in a short period of time, so it
was no surprise to me that the admin-
istration identified him as a perfect fit
to be Secretary of the VA.

When he was appointed in the acting
role as VA Secretary, he quickly
worked to improve morale at the VA,
earning strong reviews and trust from
VSOs, members of Congress, and VA
staff. He also moved decisively to exe-
cute the electronic health record
project, which we all know is a critical
part of the VA transformation initia-
tive.

Robert has all of the education and
professional experience required of a
Secretary of the VA, but perhaps what
makes Robert best suited to the job is
his lifelong experience as an Army brat
and the personal experience as the son
of a gravely wounded soldier.

He has literally lived the experience,
and I know that Robert will bring his
professional experience and a personal
insight and intensity to the role that
will serve our veterans well.

Robert has been confirmed unani-
mously by the Senate on two separate
occasions, most recently in November
2017, by my colleagues in this current
115th Congress. Since the VA was ele-
vated to a Cabinet-level department in
1988, there have been nine Secretaries
of Veterans Affairs; Robert Wilkie will
soon be the 10th.

No nominee to be VA Secretary has
ever received a single recorded no vote
on the Senate floor.
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I look forward to supporting his con-
firmation, and I would encourage all of
my colleagues to do the same. Put poli-
tics aside and vote in favor of this hon-
orable and eminently qualified man to
serve all of our Nations’ veterans.

Thank you.

Mr. BOOZMAN. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I rise
today to announce that I think Robert
Wilkie is the right man for the job to
be VA Secretary. Today, we are going
to fulfill our constitutional responsi-
bility to provide advice and consent on
the President’s nominee. This is a re-
sponsibility that I take very seriously,
especially in my role as ranking mem-
ber of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs
Committee.

In our committee, Chairman ISAKSON
and I have overseen the screening of
the confirmation of 12 nominees to
serve veterans. I am proud to say that
we confirmed them without dragging
our feet.

Recently, we had Mr. Robert Wilkie
before the committee for his confirma-
tion hearing. Members of our com-
mittee asked him tough questions
about his vision for the VA. We asked
him about his plan to bring much need-
ed stability to the Nation’s largest
healthcare system. Following the im-
portant exchanges during that hearing,
Members sent more tough questions to
the nominee for his response. In the
days since his nomination, Mr. Wilkie
has sat down with Members to respond
to their questions and concerns one-on-
one.

By voting to confirm Mr. Wilkie
today, 1 believe we are providing
stronger leadership for America’s vet-
erans. With this vote, we are fulfilling
our obligation to them.

We are doing our job, but our job just
doesn’t stop today. As Members of this
body, we must hold Mr. Wilkie ac-
countable to the commitments he has
made through his confirmation proc-
ess.

There are some critically important
issues to be addressed within the VA.
There are workforce shortages, wheth-
er in rural America or urban America.
We need more doctors and nurses and
more psychiatrics and psychologists
within the VA. This is critically impor-
tant if he is going to oversee a success-
ful VA. We need to have the VA per-
sonnel. We need to have it manned ap-
propriately to meet the challenges that
are out there after being at war for 17
yvears and veterans from previous eras
getting older.

Today, unlike ever before, we have
political forces at play inside the VA.
This is very unfortunate because, quite
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frankly, I believe that good employees
are being forced out, not because of the
job they are doing but because of their
views. When Mr. Wilkie becomes Sec-
retary, he is going to have to make
sure that stops. It is critically impor-
tant that we keep the employees that
we have who are good employees and
move the VA forward so it can do the
job that it is meant to do.

He also has some challenges to ad-
dress in rural America. The commu-
nity-based outpatient clinics we have
there need to be staffed up. We need to
make sure that the VA has what it
needs to meet the needs of the veterans
in rural America, and, by the way, with
the passage of the MISSION Act, we
need to make sure that veterans aren’t
run around once that act gets fully im-
plemented and they need community
care and the VA can’t provide that
care.

He needs to make sure the disability
appeals process continues to move for-
ward and that the backlog is whittled
down. He needs to make sure that the
accountability bill is implemented as
Congress intended and that the whis-
tleblower protection in the bill lives up
to what it means. He also needs to im-
plement the ‘“Forever GI bill” in a way
that makes sense for our veterans.
Last and certainly not least, he needs
to make sure the VA MISSION Act is
implemented in a way in which a vet-
eran can make the decision as to how
he gets his or her healthcare.

Veterans need a leader who will build
bridges and find solutions to the issues
that face our veterans, not who will
tear down the Department to meet a
political agenda. Veterans need a lead-
er who will not shy away from those
challenges that face the VA. We need
someone who is going to tackle the
challenges like workforce shortages,
like access to mental healthcare, and
like barriers, particularly in rural
America, for women veterans. I believe
that Mr. Wilkie is the right fit for that
job.

Right now, the VA does not have a
confirmed Secretary who is focused on
the larger mission of serving these vet-
erans, of implementing the reforms,
and of improving VA care and benefits.
Instead, we have had temporary polit-
ical appointees in charge who have
been more interested in picking polit-
ical fights with people who have not
been their enemies. I believe we have
lost sight of the VA’s mission. It will
be up to Mr. Wilkie to right that ship.

That is why I am so hopeful that this
evening, we can get Mr. Wilkie con-
firmed so that he can get on the job as
soon as possible. Veterans are depend-
ing on him, and they are depending on
us to make sure he gets to work. Once
he gets to work, I guarantee that the
chairman of the VA Committee and I,
as ranking member, and all of the
members of the Senate’s Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee will make sure that he
does the job and fulfills the promises
we have made to our veterans.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.
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Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I thank
the Senator from Montana, Mr.
TESTER, for his remarks. I thank him
more so for his hard work, as ranking
member, over the last 2 years with me,
as chairman, and for bringing us to the
point at which we are today. Jon and I
are very excited because we know that
Robert Wilkie is the real deal. We
know the things that we have gone
through with some of the previous ap-
pointees and with some of the problems
at the VA now have a chance to be
overridden and solved and that we will
step forward in a new day for the VA.

We no longer want somebody who is
going to make excuses for the VA. We
want somebody who is going to make a
difference at the VA. Robert Wilkie un-
derstands the needs of our veterans in
rural areas. He understands their needs
in large urban cities. He understands
the threat of suicide and the need to
have mental health care accessible and
available to our veterans at all times.
He knows all of the things we need to
do. He also knows we have given him a
quiver of arrows that he can use as he
hunts through the VA to root out the
bad players and lift the big players.

The VA MISSION Act, as JON TESTER
just mentioned, is absolutely rule No.
1. The implementation of that change
gives our veterans the choice, our rural
veterans the access, our urban veterans
the accountability, and the VA the
chance to maximize the delivery of
healthcare services to our veterans at a
cost that, over time, will be less than if
the VA had done it all by itself.

The VA is a tremendous organiza-
tion. It is the state of the art in many
things—in ophthalmology, for example,
and in treating a lot of the signature
wounds that we have today from the
war—PTSD and all of those. Our VA
does a phenomenal job with all of
those. Yet there are a lot of healthcare
services that are routine for which vet-
erans shouldn’t have to wait 3, 4, and 5
months but that they ought to be able
to get in a reasonably accessible period
of time. They ought to be able to get
services closest to home, where they
are, and be able to get them from those
who can deliver the services to them
when they need them. The VA MIS-
SION Act lets that happen.

I am going to say a few things to-
night in my remarks on the early
warnings with regard to the VA MIS-
SION Act—that it is costing a lot of
money because they are going to see
some requests come in for money. Yes,
it is going to take us a little while to
get over the bubble with the initial im-
plementation, but when we do, we are
going to minimize the cost and give
greater service to the veterans and,
over time, reduce the cost to our vet-
erans.

Every time we don’t require the VA
to build another hospital or another
clinic, we are lowering the cost of our
real estate and uplifting the oppor-
tunity for us to spend more money on
services. Every time we have doctors in
hospitals who treat veterans who want
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to participate in the VA MISSION Act
and the Veterans Choice Program, they
will not have to add all of the other
costs of infrastructure, and our vet-
erans will get better choice, better
service, better medical care, and better
time.

This is an opportunity to make the
change of a lifetime. We are going to
make the VA something it has always
wanted to be and give the veterans
something they always thought they
had—the best possible care at the most
affordable price to the taxpayer. We
will deliver a difference for our vet-
erans and their families.

I am proud of what the committee
did 2 weeks ago when it passed the VA
MISSION Act and when it brought
about caregivers’ legislation for those
family members so that they may take
care of loved ones from the Vietnam
war era. We are going to have bills
coming up that have to do with the
Navy and other things like that in the
yvear ahead. We have a lot of things we
are going to do.

I want us to stop, here and now, drag-
ging out old stories about the VA and
talking about what the VA isn’t and,
instead, talk about what it is. I want to
give a specific example. The press
needs to stop giving a 3-, 4-, 5-year IG’s
report and reporting it as today’s news.
Jon and I have spent more time in re-
sponding to reports about the IG or
someone else—I am just picking on the
IG—and about failures within the VA
when, in fact, it turns out that they
are from a study from 2006 when we fi-
nally get the report. They make a big
deal out of it as if it were yesterday.

Most of the issues from the Veterans
Administration’s major stories—I
didn’t say ‘‘all,” and it never will be
all—are being met and addressed faster
than ever before. We have to report the
good news as well as the tough news. I
will stand there and respond to the
tough news all day long, but I hate it
when I have to call my own press con-
ference to talk about what is really
going on at the VA that is really good.

It is absolutely essential that we be
in partnership with the media—the VA
itself, the VA’s employees, its service
providers, and all of us in our roles in
Congress as committee chairs, in lead-
ership. It is essential that all of us join
in and put our arms together and move
forward in order to have a stronger,
more productive, more responsible VA.

I mentioned the VA MISSION Act
and accountability. We have finally
given the VA the ability to hold its em-
ployees accountable, which we have
been meaning to do for a long, long
time, and it is making a difference. We
have the Whistleblower Protection Act,
which gives whistleblowers the chance
to make reports for things that they
see, know, and do that are difficult and
should be corrected. We have given
them some degree of reasonable protec-
tion so that they are not run over in-
stead. That is something that is impor-
tant to do.

We have talked about accountability.
We have talked about all kinds of
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things. We will talk about one last
thing, and that is rural America.

Certainly, with JoN, I have gained a
greater impression than I have before
of the problems that rural America
faces. Georgia has a large rural popu-
lation, but, quite frankly, Georgia is a
big State, and Atlanta is a big city.
When you go outside Atlanta, you still
have Savannah, Augusta, and a lot of
places that are much bigger than the
biggest city in Montana. We owe those
veterans who are more distant from
the services we provide, because of
where they live, the opportunity to get
the services faster and quicker. We are
going to do that with the VA MISSION
Act. 1 appreciate JON’s leadership in
doing that as it has made a real dif-
ference.

What I have tried to do with the hot-
lines on mental health for the veterans
who call in—whose lives are in danger
or who are in danger of taking their
own lives or who need help or coun-
seling then and now—is to make sure
they are no longer getting hung up on,
to make sure they are no longer get-
ting referred to other operators, to
make sure they are no longer getting
called back tomorrow after leaving
voice mails. It is to make sure they are
getting action right here and right
now—today. We owe it to our veterans
whose lives are at risk today—the same
thing they do every day when they
serve us in uniform and their lives are
at risk every day overseas.

We have a chance to do a wonderful
thing, and that is to keep our promise.
We have to change and deliver quality
healthcare to our veterans and deliver
a better response to our veterans than
they have ever had before. We have the
chance to fix the problems that we
have had and to look to the future for
new solutions to other problems that
will face us. We owe our veterans no
less than the best Secretary in Robert
Wilkie, and we have him in Robert
Wilkie.

I told Robert: You have no excuses. I
have heard all of the excuses I ever
want to hear about this. We know what
we have to do, and we know when we
need to do it. It is now. We have to
know how to do it, and it is with you
as the Secretary of the VA.

I commend him to my fellow Mem-
bers of the U.S. Senate.

I thank Chairman ROE, from the
House of Representatives, and for the
hard work that they have done in
bringing this together with JoN and I
and seeing to it we have a great Sec-
retary.

We are going to lock arms and be in
lockstep next year to make the VA per-
form even better than it has before. We
are here to make sure that the VA has
no excuses on the results, that it gets
the backing it needs from us, that
those veterans who have served us get
the healthcare they need, and that the
veterans who join us today to defend us
in the future will have it there when
they retire.

I urge Senators to vote for Secretary
Robert Wilkie to be Secretary of the
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VA, our 10th most recent VA ap-
pointee, and to give him a unanimous
vote today, which is the kind of sup-
port he needs to move forward in the
21st century.

God bless all for being here today. I
thank the Senators for their votes. I
thank Senator TESTER for his support
as ranking member, and I thank the
Senator from Kansas for his support
throughout the year.

I yield to the Senator from North
Carolina.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina.

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I thank
the chair for the kind words about the
nominee, Robert Wilkie, for the Vet-
erans Health Administration.

I am here to proudly discuss his
record. Actually, until about 6 months
ago, he was the military affairs adviser
in my office and was my adviser on the
VA. He has done an extraordinary job.

He is the child of a gravely wounded
veteran from the Vietnam war. He
grew up on Fort Bragg. He is from Fay-
etteville, NC. He has done an extraor-
dinary job in serving our office, in
mentoring my staff, and in working for
Senate leaders and leaders in the White
House—Secretary Gates, Secretary
Rumsfeld, Condoleezza Rice, and now
General Mattis.

Robert Wilkie is going to do an ex-
traordinary job because he understands
what it is like to be the son of a vet-
eran and to be a member of the armed
services himself. He serves in the Air
Force to this day. He previously served
in the Navy. He has attended the U.S.
Army War College. He has a law degree
and a keen understanding of how this
governing body works. He also has
great relationships with people across
the political spectrum. He has worked
very closely in committee work with
the committee staff. He just has an ex-
traordinary reputation. He has an ex-
traordinary sense of history. He has a
great dedication to our veterans, and
he understands the intrinsic link be-
tween Active Duty and reservists and,
ultimately, with veterans.

I believe that he is going to go in and
move forward with the transformation
and do great things for our veterans
who need the help today. He will do an
even more outstanding job of under-
standing how we can better prepare the
men and women who are serving today
to go into veteran status—to help them
find jobs, to provide them with
healthcare, to make sure they get the
most out of their veterans’ benefits. I
know that Robert Wilkie will do an ex-
traordinary job.

I appreciate Chairman ISAKSON’S
leadership on the committee. I think,
with a strong Secretary like Robert
Wilkie in Veterans Affairs, we will fi-
nally start making progress in repay-
ing the debt that we can never fully
repay to the men and women in uni-
form. I strongly support this vote, and
I look forward to having a very strong
confirmation vote this afternoon.

I thank the Presiding Officer.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I yield
back all time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time
is yielded back.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Wilkie nomina-
tion?

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. CORKER),
the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. KEN-
NEDY), and the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. McCAIN).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), is nec-
essarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LANKFORD). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 86,
nays 9, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 163 Ex.]

YEAS—86
Alexander Graham Paul
Baldwin Grassley Perdue
Barrasso Hassan Peters
Bennet Hatch Portman
Blumenthal Heinrich Reed
Blunt Heitkamp Risch
Boozman Hgller Roberts
Canpwell Hirono Rounds
ardin yde-Smi

Carper Inhofe galslse
Case Isakson chatz

i Schumer
Cassidy Johnson Scott
Collins Jones Shaheen
Coons Kaine
Cornyn King She}by
Cortez Masto Klobuchar Smith
Cotton Lankford Stabenow
Crapo Leahy Sullivan
Cruz Lee Tester
Daines Manchin Thune
Donnelly McCaskill Tillis
Duckworth McConnell Toomey
Durbin Menendez Udall
Enzi Moran Van Hollen
Ernst Murkowski Warner
Fischer Murphy Whitehouse
Flake Murray Wicker
Gardner Nelson Young

NAYS—9
Booker Harris Sanders
Feinstein Markey Warren
Gillibrand Merkley Wyden
NOT VOTING—5

Brown Corker McCain
Burr Kennedy

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.
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INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT, FINAN-
CIAL SERVICES, AND GENERAL
GOVERNMENT APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2019

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session and proceed to
the consideration of H.R. 6147, which
the clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 6147) making appropriations
for the Department of the Interior, environ-
ment, and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2019, and for other pur-
poses.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama.

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that for the pur-
pose of rule XVI in relation to the sub-
stitute amendment No. 3399, division A
of H.R. 6147 serve as the basis for de-
fense of germaneness for division A of
the amendment; that division B of H.R.
6147 serve as the basis for defense of
germaneness for division B of the
amendment; that H.R. 5961, as reported
by the House Appropriations Com-
mittee, serve as the basis for defense of
germaneness for division C of the
amendment; and that H.R. 6072, as re-
ported by the House Appropriations
Committee, serve as the basis for de-
fense of germaneness for division D of
the amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 3399

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute.)

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I now
call up the substitute amendment No.
3399.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Alabama [Mr. SHELBY]
proposes an amendment numbered 3399.

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the reading of
the amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.”’)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

AMENDMENT NO. 3400 TO AMENDMENT NO. 3399

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
call up my amendment No. 3400.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Alaska [Ms. MURKOWSKI]
proposes an amendment numbered 3400 to
amendment No. 3399.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the read-
ing of the amendment be dispensed
with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: To make a technical correction)

On page 95, line 6, strike $5,000,000”" and
insert <‘$5,250,000".
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Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
am most pleased to be here today to
manage consideration of this appro-
priations bill package. This includes
the fiscal year 2019 bills for the Sub-
committee on Interior, Environment,
and Related Agencies; Financial Serv-
ices and General Government; Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies; as well as Transportation,
Housing and Urban Development, and
Related Agencies.

To distill it down, this evening we
are taking up Interior, Financial Serv-
ices, Ag, and THUD—or Transportation
Housing Development. The opportunity
to move forward with a package of ap-
propriations bills, all of which have
moved through our committee with
strong support, is a good place to be.

I have long believed that a return to
regular order, where we vote these ap-
propriations bills out of committee
with bipartisan support, and then bring
them to the floor, as we are doing this
evening, is important for our process.

I think all Members of the Senate
should have an opportunity to debate
appropriations bills and offer amend-
ments. We haven’t had this oppor-
tunity for some years prior to this. The
occupant of the Chair, a member of the
Appropriations Committee, knows we
have been without process when it
comes to our appropriations bills. It is
now time for us not only to return to
regular order but to allow other Mem-
bers of this body who do not sit on the
Appropriations Committee the oppor-
tunity to weigh in on these priorities.

I am particularly pleased, as chair-
man of the Interior Appropriations
Subcommittee, to be on the floor
today. This is actually the first time
the Interior bill has been before the
full Senate since fiscal year 2010. Fiscal
year 2010 was the last time we saw an
interior bill on the floor, so this is kind
of a significant day for us. If this
weren’t such a dignified setting, I
would say that deserves a round of ap-
plause. But we don’t want to get ahead
of ourselves.

It is an important example of the
commitment both sides have made to
create an environment where we can
work through the tough issues on a bi-
partisan basis. That was exactly what
we saw within the full committee—
working through the subcommittee,
working through the full committee,
and now being able to bring these
measures to the floor.

I will defer to the chairmen of the
relevant subcommittees to discuss the
specifics of each of their bills as we
move through consideration of this ap-
propriations package. But I wanted to
take a little bit of time this evening to
share some information about the Inte-
rior appropriations bill for my col-
leagues.

I also want to thank and acknowl-
edge the good work of my ranking
member on the committee, Senator
UDpALL. He has been a good partner to
work with. Both of us recognize this is
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not everything we would have wanted
it to be, but it was a good, collabo-
rative, well-worked process.

Within Interior, we have a very broad
scope of responsibilities. We have the
oversight for all of the major Federal
land management agencies. We have
the National Park Service, the Bureau
of Land Management, the Fish and
Wildlife Service, the Forest Service,
the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy—all very significant accounts. We
also have a side in Interior that many
of my colleagues forget but that rests
within Interior, and that is the over-
sight for our budget for our Native peo-
ples, our American Indians, and Alas-
kan Natives. We provide funding in this
measure for essential Indian health,
education, and resource management
programs through the Bureau of Indian
Affairs and the Indian Health Service.

There is funding for cultural institu-
tions. Again, this is an area that people
don’t necessarily think that Interior
has our role here, but we have over-
sight of the budgets for the Smithso-
nian Institution, the National Gallery
of Art, the National Endowment for
the Arts, and the National Endowment
for the Humanities. It is a pretty broad
spectrum here.

The Interior appropriations bill pro-
vides $35.85 billion for fiscal year 2019.
This is $600 million more than last
year. I wish to thank Chairman SHELBY
and Vice Chairman LEAHY. The in-
creased allocation that we saw for the
Interior bill was really important as we
assembled this bipartisan bill. This ad-
ditional funding allowed us to provide
program increases that were necessary.
In fact, they were absolutely nec-
essary.

There are fire suppression accounts.
We know we are in the midst of fire
season. It is bad and most likely get-
ting worse. We have been able to pro-
vide an additional $5600 million for fire
suppression.

We also provide an additional $109
million for contract support costs in
Indian Country. These are obligated ex-
penses from the Federal Government to
those who provide for those services in
Indian Country.

We also provide $115 million for staff-
ing costs that are associated with new
healthcare facilities that are operated
by IHS or by Tribes. Again, it is under
compact agreements.

Some would look and say that this is
a significant bump, but I would direct
colleagues’ attention to how we allo-
cated that. Again, it is in accounts
where we are obligated either by com-
pact or, in the instance of fire suppres-
sion funding, it recognizes that we are
dealing with the inherent unpredict-
ability and the dangers of fire.

The fiscal year 2019 Interior bill
adopts a similar approach to the en-
acted fiscal year 2018 Interior bill. We
rejected what we felt were unwarranted
decreases that had been proposed in the
budget, and we make investments. We
make investments in the highest prior-
ities, particularly infrastructure im-
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provements and investments for our
land management agencies and within
Indian Country and also infrastructure
investments in wastewater and drink-
ing water improvements.

We have recently celebrated the 100th
anniversary of our National Park Serv-
ice. Last year, we provided a signifi-
cant increase for our national parks
construction program. It was the larg-
est percentage increase ever, but we
build on that in this measure, recog-
nizing the significant work, the signifi-
cant maintenance, and the backlog
that our National Park Service faces.
We have an obligation. So addressing it
has been a priority in this bill.

In the two main agencies that deliver
services for the Indian community—
this is the Bureau of Indian Affairs and
the Indian Health Service—we restored
proposed cuts in critical program fund-
ing. We increase funding for the ITHS fa-
cilities program for construction,
maintenance, and sanitation facilities
improvement. We provide substantial
funding for the BIA to help with the
construction of Indian schools, irriga-
tion systems, and public safety facili-
ties.

For both accounts, we provide fully
estimated levels of contract support
costs, and we maintain an indefinite
appropriations account structure so
that if the costs are higher than esti-
mated, we are not in a situation where
we are robbing Peter to pay Paul—tak-
ing from one account within IHS to
fund the other. We are addressing that
bad practice that we have seen pre-
viously.

Also, within Indian Health Service,
we provide additional resources for
grants to Tribes for combating the
opioid crisis. We know full well that we
are facing a crisis throughout the
country, but in so many of our Native
communities on our reservations, the
situation is particularly dire.

We had a lot of conversation on this
floor about wildland fire management
and how we end the practice of what we
call “wildfire borrowing,” which is, ef-
fectively, waiting to see how much fire
suppression costs are going to impact
us. If it was a particularly bad year,
you would take funding from other ac-
counts within the Forest Service,
whether it was prescriptive manage-
ment programs or whether it was rec-
reational permits. We know that we
needed to end this practice of fire bor-
rowing, and we have worked to do that
previously.

Within our appropriations bill, on the
wildfire management programs, we
provided a total of $4.35 billion for the
Department of Interior and the Forest
Service. We fully fund the 10-year aver-
age for firefighting costs, and we pro-
vide $900 million in additional suppres-
sion funds above the 10-year average,
based on the recent catastrophic sea-
sons and our latest forecasting models.
You hope to get that number right, but
this new path that we are on for how
we deal with wildfire suppression cost
is an important one.
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A big priority in this body is for con-
servation and making sure that we are
doing right by our lands, and we have
included $425 million for the Land and
Water Conservation Fund. This is equal
to the enacted level.

Within that account, we are generous
to the stateside program. We have, in
my view, tended toward greater acqui-
sition on the Federal side over the
years. I think that is a direction that
was not what LWCF was intended to
do. We have been working to make sure
that we don’t have the inequity and the
disparity between the State side and
Federal side.

We also provide additional funding
for recreational access and the Amer-
ican Battlefield Protection Program. I
think we took a very commonsense ap-
proach to the EPA’s budget. We fo-
cused resources on programs that do
very specific and concrete things to
help with that mission set, if you will,
of the EPA, and that is, basically, to
improve the quality of the environ-
ment for the public—clean water and
clean water.

The bill does provide additional fund-
ing to States that have delegated re-
sponsibility for environmental pro-
grams through State-specific grants. It
provides an increase above last year’s
level for the Clean Water State Revolv-
ing Fund and the Drinking Water State
Revolving Fund. These are the SRF
funds. They help to facilitate the crit-
ical water infrastructure in commu-
nities across the country. I think there
is great recognition that this is an area
where we can always do more.

The WIFIA Program, which leverages
Federal funds for water infrastructure
projects, receives $63 million. When
you take the WIFIA funds and you
combine this with the SRS, the bill
really does give the EPA a very strong
suite of tools to improve the quality of
life for people around the country.

We provide for additional funding for
PILT funding, and $500 million is the
fully estimated amount needed for this
program in 2019. We maintain the sub-
committee’s commitment to help local
communities improve county roads,
maintain public safety, and provide
funding for schools using funding from
the PILT Program.

As I mentioned at the beginning of
my comments, when we think about all
of the things that are under the pur-
view of Interior appropriations, we also
did right by our ‘“‘Smithsonians’ by en-
suring that our arts are appropriately
funded as well.

I will stand before you and tell you
that there are a lot of things that I
wish we could have included in this
measure, but we have stood down, if
you will, as appropriators, working
with my colleague and friend the rank-
ing member. We do not include new
policy provisions that were not in the
fiscal year 2018 enacted bill. We didn’t
do it. Members know that because they
came to us asking if we could include
things, but we said it is important to
our process going forward.
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Working with Chairman SHELBY and
Vice Chairman LEAHY and, again, my
ranking member, Senator UDALL, we
assembled a package that advanced
unanimously out of the committee. I
think that is also historic. To have an
Interior appropriations bill move
unanimously through the full com-
mittee is pretty significant. I suggest
to you all that this package that we
have assembled warrants the support of
the full Senate.

I wish to express again my apprecia-
tion for the good working relationship
that I have with Senator UDALL. He
has a great team. Rachael, Ryan, and
Melissa have been great. We have fabu-
lous folks on my side, with Leif, Nona,
Emy, and Chris. They work hard. They
work very hard. I think they have done
a good job in helping to shape this bill
so that it reflects priorities of Members
on both sides of the aisle.

Again, I am very pleased to be on the
floor to consider these important bills.
I look forward to working through this
process with all of my colleagues. I
think the leader has made it clear that
he wants to complete action on this
package expeditiously. So I ask col-
leagues to review the bills that we have
in front of us, not just the Interior bill
but the full package as well. Get on it,
and get us your amendments. The
quicker we can process amendments,
the quicker we can clear them on both
sides and arrange for the votes that
they may require.

CONFIRMATION OF ROBERT WILKIE

Mr. President, if I may, I know my
colleague and my ranking member is
here to say just a few words. He can
say as many words as he would like,
and I welcome that. But if I may beg
the Senator’s indulgence and ask for
just a few more moments, I wish to
comment on the nomination of Robert
Wilkie, if I may.

About an hour ago or half an hour
ago, the Senate confirmed Robert
Wilkie of North Carolina as our Na-
tion’s 10th Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs. He comes to this position after
having served with great distinction as
a Senate staffer. He was on the Na-
tional Security Council and was Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense, as well as
Under Secretary of Defense for Per-
sonnel and Readiness and interim Sec-
retary of the VA. His father, who
passed away last year, was a U.S. Army
veteran, and Mr. Wilkie has served as a
U.S. Naval Reserve intelligence officer.
He has great qualifications and strong
qualifications for the position that Mr.
Wilkie will soon assume.

I am sure that he has no illusions
about it. We certainly don’t. This is a
hard job that he has in front of him—
a very hard job. The VA has yet to
fully recover from the series of events
that are collectively known as the
Phoenix scandal. The Choice Program
has been a mess from its very incep-
tion, in my view. It continues to frus-
trate so many veterans.

Yes, we all acknowledge that there
have been improvements in the Vet-
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erans Benefits Administration, but
claims processing still takes way too
long, and proving a claim remains a
sore point. Then, to make matters
worse, our veterans and the field staff
are stressed by persistent reports of fa-
tigue and infighting within the VA cen-
tral office. Some of these reports are as
current, as fresh as last week.

You think about the folks out there.
When you are in the field, really noth-
ing good comes out of dysfunction from
the central office. The media accounts
that are out there are suggesting that
the dysfunction is, unfortunately,
reaching new heights.

This is a tough time for our new Sec-
retary to enter. He comes into this po-
sition with a mess of old baggage to
deal with, and that is before he even
begins to implement new initiatives
like the VA MISSION Act and the mod-
ernization of VA’s IT infrastructure.

I am sure it is fair to say we want
this Secretary to succeed. Alaskan vet-
erans certainly want the Secretary to
succeed. I imagine we all want the new
VA Secretary to succeed.

I think success at the VA means one
thing, and that is how we serve our vet-
erans. We know the sacrifices they
have made to our Nation. They deserve
timely, high-quality, caring service.

They do not deserve to fall victim to
the kind of internal infighting that has
plagued the VA, and, by all accounts,
continues to plague the VA.

I think that as I look to how success
will be achieved for Mr. Wilkie in his
new position, it is going to be all hands
on deck; everyone committed to the
mission, ready to get to work to get
the VA back on track. That is really
job No. 1.

That, to Mr. Wilkie, I would suggest,
means working with your career staff
to achieve the mission. We have been
doing that in Alaska. Now, it has not
always been good. There was a time
when Alaskan veterans wanted a card
that would allow them to get their care
anywhere. They wanted to get out of
the system.

Now I hear all the time, in Alaska,
that our veterans want to get their
care from the VA. We all know not all
VAs around the country are equally
situated. Perhaps the Alaska VA works
better than some, and there may be
reasons for that.

I think one of the reasons is, we are
seeing that the career staff in Alaska
cares about our veterans. We have had
our problems. We have had some sig-
nificant problems at the top. There
have been changes in the VA’s senior
leadership in Alaska, but we called the
problems out. We brought attention to
them, we demanded change, and change
occurred.

Today, we have a leadership team
that, by all accounts, is doing some
pretty strong work for Alaska’s vets.
One of the reasons that I think we are
doing well is our senior leadership
team works in close collaboration with
the career staff. They are represented
by the American Federation of Govern-
ment Employees Local 3028. I know
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this because my staff and I meet with
management and labor periodically
throughout the year. Management
knows I am going to get the straight
scoop from labor, and labor Kknows
that, in my view, it is all about service
to the veterans. No exceptions, no ex-
cuses, I just want it straight. Both
sides know I expect them to be collabo-
rating, to be working together. Both
know I measure the quality and the
quantity of collaboration in the over-
sight of VA’s service delivery in Alas-
ka.

That is why I have been especially
disturbed by the VA’s recent order re-
stricting the amount of official time
the duly elected representatives of the
VA’s workforce can spend on collabora-
tion. They call this official time. I
would suggest, this is that time work-
ing with management to make the VA
more effective. I would suggest this is
a shortsighted decision. I am especially
concerned that it is being implemented
by acting personnel on the very eve of
our new Secretary’s swearing in.

We also learned this morning, Gov-
ernment Executive magazine reports
that there is chaos on how this is going
to be implemented. When you think
about the things this new Secretary
needs, or our veterans need, they don’t
need more chaos. We don’t need more
chaos in an organization as complex as
the VA.

Working to ensure that there is a
level of flexibility in operations, our
managers have a certain amount of
freedom to keep a system if it is work-
ing. If it is not working, we have got
you, but if you think about how impor-
tant this is, especially in the VA where
labor is defined to include the physi-
cians, the nurses, the highly trained
technologists, we know full well that
these are professionals with very port-
able skill sets who can take their expe-
rience elsewhere at a moment’s notice.
We certainly see that in my State
where those skill sets are in high de-
mand.

We recognize Mr. Wilkie will inherit
enough problems on day one. He has to
come into the Department; he needs to
win the hearts and the minds of those
who do the work; and a workforce that
is upset, in my judgment, is the last
thing he needs.

Now, some may remember that I was
skeptical about the VA Accountability
Act, which short-circuited the process
for terminating underperforming VA
personnel.

We were told, at the time, this would
enable the VA to replace underper-
forming managers. Instead, it seems we
are seeing some pretty strong evidence
that it is being used to terminate indi-
viduals at the very lowest level. I am
concerned that what we may also be
seeing is this is an effort to terminate
whistleblowers and others who chal-
lenge the bureaucracy in service to our
veterans. I am concerned about that. I
have raised that before; I will raise it
again.

I think we all agree it is time to
bring the VA into the 21st century. Col-
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laborating with labor on the quality of
product is a whole lot better than
maintaining the contentious top-down,
by-the-book, litigious workplace.

I sincerely hope our new, and I hope
transformative, Veterans Affairs Sec-
retary will take a lesson from the best
labor management relationship prac-
tices in the private sector; seek them
out, put them to work on day one, even
if that might mean reversing some of
the well-meaning or maybe not so well-
meaning reforms that have been under-
taken on the eve of his confirmation.

The VA is a people-oriented business.
The VA is nothing without its people. I
give my free advice to our Secretary-
designate. Your career people work at
the VA to serve our veterans first.
Sadly, I think many are confused about
whether they enjoy the support of their
senior leaders in Washington.

These are some sobering words to
greet our new Secretary as he takes on
a very important responsibility, but I
hope we are all working together, all
working forward to ensure that Mr.
Wilkie goes down in the VA’s history
as a good, strong leader. I offer my best
to him as he moves forward.

I am pleased again to begin the kick-
off for this appropriations package, and
I look forward to engaging in debate of
good issues and a good, positive result
at the end.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, I rise to
speak in support of the Interior De-
partment appropriations bill, which
the Senate is currently debating.

Before Senator MURKOWSKI leaves the
floor, I want to thank her so much. It
has been such a pleasure working with
her on this and doing it in a bipartisan
way, and I am going to talk a little bit
about the historic nature of this; that
we have accomplished something that
hasn’t been done in 10 years. This is
something I think we are both very
proud of and that I think the Appro-
priations Committee members are very
proud of. I begin by thanking her for
the important work she has under-
taken to ensure that this bill arrived
on the Senate floor with strong bipar-
tisan support.

We all know the Interior bill is not
an easy bill, and there is no doubt we
faced contentious issues putting it to-
gether. It is extraordinary that work-
ing together under her leadership, we
have produced a bill that was unani-
mously reported by the Appropriations
Committee.

I also recognize Chairman SHELBY
and Vice Chairman LEAHY for clearing
the path for us to bring this bill to the
floor. Their shared commitment to re-
establishing regular order for the Ap-
propriations Committee is why the In-
terior bill is on the floor of the U.S.
Senate today. For the first time in
nearly a decade, I salute them as well
on this.

The bill funds the Indian Health
Service and Bureau of Indian Affairs
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and provides resources for new
healthcare facilities in schools for
Tribes across the country that are
working to improve health and edu-
cation outcomes. This funding helps
fulfill our trust and treaty responsibil-
ities to American Indians and Alaska
Natives.

This bill includes strong levels of
funding for conservation programs that
preserve and protect our Nation’s most
special places, including our public
lands. It fully funds wildfire suppres-
sion needs, providing more than $2 bil-
lion to protect communities and nat-
ural resources in New Mexico and
across the West.

The Interior bill supports our Na-
tion’s arts and culture programs from
national institutions here in Wash-
ington, from the Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Kennedy Center, and the Na-
tional Gallery of Art to local arts and
humanities and programs in small
towns across the United States. This
funding creates jobs and supports eco-
nomic vitality in our communities.

Over the last week, we have seen the
administration claim that the legisla-
tion sent over by the House has too
much funding for these and other prior-
ities. I strongly disagree. It is
Congress’s responsibility to safeguard
the environment, protect our air and
water, fulfill our trust and treaty re-
sponsibilities, and conserve public
lands the Federal Government holds on
behalf of the American people.

These responsibilities require a reli-
able stream of resources to carry that
out. This Senate bill accomplishes
those goals and, in doing so, remains
faithful to the bipartisan budget agree-
ment this Congress passed and the
President signed early this year.

We reject the shameful and inexcus-
able cuts proposed by the Trump ad-
ministration to the Environmental
Protection Agency, the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs, the Bureau of Indian Edu-
cation, and to most Federal land man-
agement agencies, cuts that would put
our environment at risk and prevent us
from providing core services to Tribal
communities.

In addition to rejecting these cuts,
Senator MURKOWSKI and I worked to-
gether to satisfy requests from our col-
leagues to increase funding levels
where we could, given our allocation.
We also followed the chairman and vice
chairman’s direction to keep out extra-
neous authorizing matters and any
item considered a poison pill. We all
know one Senator’s poison pill is an-
other Senator’s antidote. We couldn’t
please everyone because the tough
issues that have impeded this bill from
floor consideration in the last decade
have not gone away, but we did the
best we could.

Now, this bill is not perfect. It in-
cludes several troubling provisions
rolling over from prior years, including
provisions relating to the listing status
of the sage grouse, the lead content of
ammunition, biomass energy policy,
and certain Clean Air Act exemptions.
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While I cannot endorse these provisions
individually, they are ones we have
carried previously to move this bill
across the finish line.

What the Appropriations Committee
has brought to the full Senate is an In-
terior Department appropriations bill
that is almost exclusively appropria-
tions.

I am proud that we propose for fiscal
year 2020, proud that we propose for fis-
cal year 2019. In addition to the pro-
grams I have already highlighted, let
me tell you about a few more accom-
plishments in this bill.

This bill rejects the administration’s
elimination of the Land and Water
Conservation Fund and instead pro-
vides $425 million equal to the enacted
level. These funds will improve rec-
reational access through our Federal
lands, protect iconic landscapes, de-
liver grants to States and local govern-
ments to create and protect urban
parks and open spaces, preserve the
battlefields of the Revolutionary and
Civil Wars, and give farmers and ranch-
ers easements so they can steward
their private lands in the face of devel-
opment pressures.

Rather than following the adminis-
tration’s misguided proposal to elimi-
nate funding for the National Endow-
ment of the Arts and Humanities, this
bill actually provides an increase of $2
million for each endowment, bringing
the total to $155 million for each. I am
particularly proud that these funds
will expand arts and humanities pro-
grams, create jobs, and support cul-
tural institutions in every State.

The bill includes a 4-percent increase
for the Indian Health Service and in-
cludes $10 million in new grant funds to
help Tribes address opioid addiction
and substance abuse challenges in In-
dian Country, as Chairman MURKOWSKI
talked about a little bit in her speech.

This bill fully funds the Payment in
Lieu of Taxes Program to assist local
governments to improve their schools
and roads and pay for public safety and
law enforcement.

This bill maintains funding for the
EPA at the fiscal year 2018-enacted
level to protect our environment and
public health. We have taken a strong
position rejecting the devastating cuts
the President has proposed for the
third year in a row. Our bipartisan
track record on EPA funding makes it
loud and clear that such extreme pro-
posals will continue to be viewed in
Congress as dead on arrival.

Now, I feel strongly that keeping
EPA funding flat year after year is in-
sufficient to meet the true needs of
EPA’s clean water programs, clean air
programs, State and Tribal assistance
grants, environmental enforcement,
and a score of other critical public
health and environmental programs.
While I recognize the bill before us is a
compromise, I will continue to pursue
increased funding for these critical
EPA programs in future years.

I recognize there is always room for
improvement, and I welcome all of our
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colleagues to speak with me or Chair-
man MURKOWSKI if you have an idea on
how to improve funding in this bill.

As I conclude, I want to emphasize
how tremendous it has been to work
with Chairman MURKOWSKI on this bi-
partisan bill. Even when we disagree,
we have open discussions and listen to
one another. That is the way Congress
is supposed to work, and I am proud to
be Senator MURKOWSKI'S partner on
this bill.

I look forward to working with our
colleagues on this bill over this week
SO we can pass an interior appropria-
tions bill that the American people can
be proud of.

As Chairman MURKOWSKI talked
about, we have had the assistance of a
very able staff on both sides—on the
minority side, headed up by Rachael
Taylor. The whole staff on both sides is
very capable and very able. My side
was headed up by Rachael Taylor,
Ryan Hunt, Melissa Zimmerman, and
Teri Curtin. Over on the majority side,
we thank Leif Fonnesbeck, Emy
Lesofski, Nona McCoy, Chris Tomassi,
and LaShawnda Smith.

They work night and day, and when
we run into problems, as we know, they
can be invaluable in helping us find the
solutions to the problems we all face
when we get into some of the conten-
tious issues.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
thank my colleague, the ranking mem-
ber on the Appropriations Committee
again. We don’t get to the place where
we are today or to a level of consensus
without getting a lot of good, hard
work done. I appreciate his commit-
ment in working through it and the re-
lationship we have built. So thank you.
Thank you very much.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF
NORTHERN ILLINOIS FLOODING

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, last
July, heavy rain in Illinois caused se-
vere flooding that led the Governor to
declare disaster areas in Lake,
McHenry, Kane, and Cook Counties.
Thousands of buildings, including
homes, businesses, and schools, were
damaged by floodwaters. Thankfully,
there were no fatalities as a result of
this historic flooding.

Lake County was one of the areas
most impacted by the flooding. When I
visited two towns in this area—
Libertyville and Gurnee—I saw street
after street of flood damage to homes
and businesses. It was heartbreaking.
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I spoke with residents who were con-
cerned about being able to recover
from the flood and resulting damages
and who voiced the need to find long-
term solutions that will mitigate the
impact of future flood events.

One year later, I am still awed by the
dedication of the local first responders
and county officials. State and local
employees and volunteers came out to
help at every level, from county emer-
gency management agencies to the
American Red Cross. Representatives
from the Illinois Emergency Manage-
ment Agency worked closely with local
officials to make sure communities had
the resources needed to protect critical
infrastructure and clean up when the
water began to recede.

People from all around the region
pitched in to help their neighbors and
even strangers protect property and
get back on their feet.

It has been challenging for Illinois to
receive Federal aid after a disaster oc-
curs. I led the Illinois delegation in
supporting the Governor’s request for a
Federal disaster declaration for the
four impacted counties, but unfortu-
nately, the State did not receive aid
after the flooding last July.

Currently, FEMA considers State
population when reviewing States’ re-
quests for Federal assistance following
a disaster. This puts highly populous
States like Illinois at a disadvantage,
relying on the premise that they can
absorb more recovery costs after a dis-
aster. Despite that, my colleagues in
Congress and I will always stand ready
to do whatever we can to provide Fed-
eral assistance to assist Illinois com-
munities.

I introduced a bill to fix FEMA’s dis-
aster declaration formula—the Fair-
ness in Federal Disaster Declarations
Acts—and I will continue to push this
bill to try and help States, both small
and large, in times of need. Families in
Illinois deserve a fair and transparent
disaster declaration process that al-
lows them to access Federal resources
when they are needed most.

I want to thank everyone who was
engaged in the response and mitigation
efforts, and all those who were part of
the recovery efforts since last July. Il-
linoisans always come together and re-
build, as we have done, and we are
stronger for it.

——————

REMEMBERING TEDDY DRAPER,
SR.

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, today I
wish to pay tribute to Teddy Draper,
Sr.—a brave Navajo code talker and a
beloved teacher who has helped keep
the Navajo language alive.

Mr. Draper was born in Canyon del
Muerto—a beautiful and ancient can-
yon within the Canyon del Chelly Na-
tional Monument—near Chinle, AZ.
Mr. Draper was a longtime and popular
Chinle resident and passed away De-
cember 14, 2017, at age 96. He was one of
the last Navajo code talker survivors.

As a young boy, Mr. Draper grew up
speaking Navajo and helping his family
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raise cattle, sheep, and turkeys in Can-
yon del Muerto. He didn’t attend
school until age 14. ‘I barely knew a
word of English,” he said. At that
time, the reservation’s U.S. Govern-
ment-run boarding school in Fort
Wingate, NM, punished students for
speaking Navajo. Time after time, ‘I
had to kneel in the corner,” he said,
and he tried to run away.

The Marines recruited Mr. Draper
from high school to join the Navajo
code talkers. He served in the Fifth
Marine Division and fought at Iwo
Jima.

Iwo Jima was a critically strategic
battle for the Allies. The island served
as a Japanese air base and safe haven
for naval units, and the Allies wanted
to secure it to support bombing mis-
sions and emergency air landings. Dur-
ing the first 2 days of the 36-day battle,
six Navajo code talkers worked around
the clock, sending and receiving more
than 800 messages—all without error.
According to Marine division signal of-
ficer Major Howard Connor, ‘“‘Were it
not for the Navajo, the Marines would
never have taken Iwo Jima.”

During the battle, a bomb on Mount
Suribachi killed two of his fellow sol-
diers and cost Mr. Draper most of his
hearing. Atop that same mount, Mr.
Draper radioed, on February 25, 1945,
“We have raised the flag; we have
taken the hill.” The ‘‘first raising of
the flag” on Mount Suribachi is fa-
mously memorialized in a wartime
photograph and by the Marine Corps
War Memorial in Arlington, VA.

After the war, Mr. Draper volun-
teered for occupation duty, and became
so fluent in Japanese that he served as
an interpreter. Mr. Draper said, ‘“When
I was going to boarding school, the
U.S. government told us not to speak
Navajo, but during the war, they want-
ed us to speak it!” During combat, he
determined that ‘‘if I can get back to
the reservation safely, I want to be-
come a Navajo language teacher and
educate young Navajos.” That is ex-
actly what he did. Mr. Draper dedi-
cated himself to preserving the Navajo
language—Diné bizaad—teaching many
years at Rough Rock Community High
School. He lacked teaching materials,
and so he created his own, producing a
curriculum and two workbooks that
continue to be the staple of many Nav-
ajo language classes today.

Despite his loss of hearing from the
war, Mr. Draper was not awarded the
Purple Heart until 2004, after years of
appeals. In 2001, he received the Con-
gressional Silver Medal, along with
other Navajo code talkers. In 2013, he
received the Arizona Indian Living
Treasures Award.

Mr. Draper leaves 12 children, 57
grandchildren, and more than 20 great-
grandchildren. Mr. Draper also leaves a
remarkable legacy of commitment to
country and community, and I honor
his life today.
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REMEMBERING PEDRO GONZALEZ

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, today I
wish to pay tribute to Pedro Gonzalez—
a brave World War IT veteran who en-
dured the Bataan Death March and 3%
years in captivity in the Philippines
and in Japan. Mr. Gonzalez passed
away January 6, 2018, at the age of 96.

Mr. Gonzalez was born in Las Cruces,
NM, and later moved to Los Lunas,
where he graduated from high school.
Shortly after graduation, in 1940, he
enlisted in the Army Air Corps. He was
assigned to the 19th Bombardment
Group in the Philippines.

On December 8, 1941—7 hours after
the attack on Pearl Harbor—Japanese
bombers attacked U.S. military sta-
tions in the Philippines. Mr. Gonzalez
had learned earlier that they had at-
tacked Hawaii, and, when he first
heard planes that morning, he thought
there were U.S. reinforcements. They
were not.

Mr. Gonzalez and American troops
fought valiantly to defend the Phil-
ippines, but they ran low on ammuni-
tions, supplies, food, and manpower
and were forced to surrender in April
1942. Fifteen thousand Americans and
60,000 Filipinos were taken prisoner.

These prisoners of war then began
the 60-mile long Bataan Death March.
Mr. Gonzalez was only 20 years old. He
recalled they had ‘‘no food, no water,”
that men were beaten and beheaded,
and bodies were strewn in the road.
During the march, one of his com-
manding officers told him, ‘‘Pete, you
keep that smile on your face and
you’re gonna make it back.” During
part of the journey, the men were
hauled in box cars, packed as tight as
could be. Mr. Gonzalez stood right at
the edge of the door and survived, but
it was said that five to six of the men
in his boxcar died.

Mr. Gonzalez suffered cerebral ma-
laria, dengue, beriberi, shrapnel
wounds, a broken back, a dislocated
knee, and broken fingers but he sur-
vived the years of captivity. After he
returned home, he was awarded a Sil-
ver Star for valor in combat and two
Purple Hearts for his injuries.

I had the privilege of meeting Mr.
Gonzalez during filming of a local Pub-
lic Broadcasting Corporation documen-
tary honoring the 70th anniversary of
the Bataan fall. He was a gentle, soft-
spoken man who was humble about the
bravery and fortitude he exhibited dur-
ing those harsh years.

After the war, Mr. Gonzalez moved to
Albuquerque, began a family, and
worked at what was then called Sandia
Base, which later merged with Kirtland
Air Force Base. After, he worked for
the Department of Defense as an inven-
tory specialist for nuclear weapons and
as a financial officer for different
branches of the military, retiring in
the 1980s. After retirement, he stayed
involved with veterans’ organizations
and served as local commander of a
chapter of former prisoners of war.

Mr. Gonzalez is preceded in death by
his wife and is survived by two sons
and their spouses.
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Mr. Gonzalez is part of American and
New Mexico history. He fought for his
country and, through bravery, deter-
mination, and grit, survived the bru-
tality of the Bataan Death March and
captivity. I honor all that Pedro Gon-
zalez achieved and experienced to pre-
serve international peace and stability.

———

REMEMBERING DAVID EARL
PATTERSON, SR.

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, I wish to
honor David Earl Patterson, Sr., a man
who gave selflessly to his family, the
Navajo Nation, and his country.

Mr. Patterson was born November 11,
1922. He was Tachil’nii—Red Running
Into the Water People Clan, born for
Kinlichii’'nii—the Red House People
Clan. He attended Catholic school in
Shiprock NM, and remained a devout
Catholic his entire life.

Mr. Patterson entered the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps in 1943 and was one of about
400 Navajo code talkers trained on
radio communications. He served in
the Marshall Islands, the islets of Roi
and Namur, the Kwajalein Atoll,
Saipan, and Iwo Jima. Navajo code
talkers played a critical role in the
Battle of Iwo Jima. During the first 2
days of the battle, the marines had six
Navajo code talkers who worked
around the clock during the first 2 days
of the battle. They sent and received
over 800 messages, all without error.
Their marine commander said later,
“Were it not for the Navajos, the Ma-
rines would never have taken Iwo
Jima.”” Mr. Patterson received an hon-
orable discharge in 1945.

Mr. Patterson was humble about his
wartime contribution to our Nation
and did not talk much about his World
War II experience. The United States
honored him and his fellow Navajo code
talkers with the Congressional Silver
Medal of Honor in 2001.

After the war, Mr. Patterson married
Marion Patterson, and they raised
seven children. He was a beloved hus-
band, father, and grandfather.

He attended college in Oklahoma and
New Mexico and became a social work-
er for the Navajo Nation until his re-
tirement in 1987, working decades for
the welfare of his people. Even after re-
tirement, he served until 2012 as a fos-
ter parent in the Shiprock schools
until 2012.

Mr. Patterson was a passionate bowl-
er, a baseball aficionado, and a bingo
player. Bowling at every New Mexico
bowling center was on his bucket list,
and he found time to coach Little
League Baseball and Softball in
Shiprock.

Mr. Patterson lived a full and gen-
erous life until his passing on October
8, 2017 at age 94. He was one of the last
surviving Navajo code talkers.

I am honored to pay tribute to Mr.
Patterson, a family man and a hero
who never stopped giving to his com-
munity and people.
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TRIBUTE TO MIKE ESPY

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Mike for
his hard work as an intern in the Sen-
ate Committee on Environment and
Public Works. I recognize his efforts
and contributions to my office, as well
as to the State of Wyoming.

Mike is a native of Savery. He is a
junior at the University of Wyoming,
where he is studying environmental
systems science, biology, and chem-
istry. He has demonstrated a strong
work ethic, which has made him an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of his work is reflected in his great
efforts over the last several months.

I want to thank Mike for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have him as part of our team. I know
he will have continued success with all
of his future endeavors. I wish him all
my best on his journey.e

———

TRIBUTE TO ISABELLA GOSS

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Bella for
her hard work as an intern at the Sen-
ate Republican Policy Committee. I
recognize her efforts and contributions
to my office, as well as to the State of
Wyoming.

Bella is a native of Casper. She is a
junior at Rocky Mountain College,
where she is studying political science
and communication studies. She has
demonstrated a strong work ethic,
which has made her an invaluable asset
to our office. The quality of her work is
reflected in her great efforts over the
last several months.

I want to thank Bella for the dedica-
tion she has shown while working for
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to
have her as part of our team. I know
she will have continued success with
all of her future endeavors. I wish her
all my best on her next journey.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO VICTORIA LANGE

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Victoria for
her hard work as an intern in the Sen-
ate Committee on Environment and
Public Works. I recognize her efforts
and contributions to my office, as well
as to the State of Wyoming.

Victoria is a native of New York. She
is a student at Lander University,
where she is majoring in management
and marketing. She has demonstrated
a strong work ethic, which has made
her an invaluable asset to our office.
The quality of her work is reflected in
her great efforts over the last several
months.

I want to thank Victoria for the dedi-
cation she has shown while working for
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me and my staff. It was a pleasure to
have her as part of our team. I know
she will have continued success with
all of her future endeavors. I wish her
all my best on her next journey.e
———

TRIBUTE TO LUCAS NAREL-
AGUILAR

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Lucas for
his hard work as an intern in the Sen-
ate Committee on Environment and
Public Works. I recognize his efforts
and contributions to my office, as well
as to the State of Wyoming.

Lucas is a native of Maryland. He is
a sophomore at Cornell University,
where he is studying environmental
and sustainability sciences. He has
demonstrated a strong work ethic,
which has made him an invaluable
asset to our office. The quality of his
work is reflected in his great efforts
over the last several months.

I want to thank Lucas for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have him as part of our team. I know
he will have continued success with all
of his future endeavors. I wish him all
my best on his journey.e®

———
TRIBUTE TO PATRICIA PATNODE

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Patricia for
her hard work as an intern in the Sen-
ate Committee on Environment and
Public Works. I recognize her efforts
and contributions to my office, as well
as to the State of Wyoming.

Patricia is a native of Oklahoma. She
is a student at Loras College, where
she is majoring in philosophy. She has
demonstrated a strong work ethic,
which has made her an invaluable asset
to our office. The quality of her work is
reflected in her great efforts over the
last several months.

I want to thank Patricia for the dedi-
cation she has shown while working for
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to
have her as part of our team. I know
she will have continued success with
all of her future endeavors. I wish her
all my best on her next journey.e

———
TRIBUTE TO BETHANY RAVER

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Bethany for
her hard work as an intern at the Sen-
ate Republican Policy Committee. I
recognize her efforts and contributions
to my office, as well as to the State of
Wyoming.

Bethany is a native of Casper. She is
a student at Casper College, where she
is studying business administration.
She has demonstrated a strong work
ethic, which has made her an invalu-
able asset to our office. The quality of
her work is reflected in her great ef-
forts over the last several months.

July 23, 2018

I want to thank Bethany for the dedi-
cation she has shown while working for
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to
have her as part of our team. I know
she will have continued success with
all of her future endeavors. I wish her
all my best on her next journey.e

———

TRIBUTE TO ISABELLE REDFIELD

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Isabelle for
her hard work as an intern in the Sen-
ate Committee on Environment and
Public Works. I recognize her efforts
and contributions to my office, as well
as to the State of Wyoming.

Isabelle is a native of Colorado. She
is a student at Southern Methodist
University, where she is majoring in
political science, corporate commu-
nication, and public affairs. She has
demonstrated a strong work ethic,
which has made her an invaluable asset
to our office. The quality of her work is
reflected in her great efforts over the
last several months.

I want to thank Isabelle for the dedi-
cation she has shown while working for
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to
have her as part of our team. I know
she will have continued success with
all of her future endeavors. I wish her
all my best on her next journey.e

———

TRIBUTE TO NATHANIEL SANCHEZ

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Nate for his
hard work as an intern in the Senate
Committee on Environment and Public
Works. I recognize his efforts and con-
tributions to my office, as well as to
the State of Wyoming.

Nate is a native of Illinois. He is a
student at Northern Illinois Univer-
sity, where he is majoring in political
science and communications. He has
demonstrated a strong work ethic,
which has made him an invaluable
asset to our office. The quality of his
work is reflected in his great efforts
over the last several months.

I want to thank Nate for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have him as part of our team. I know
he will have continued success with all
of his future endeavors. I wish him all
my best on his journey.e

———

TRIBUTE TO MIKALAH SKATES

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Mikalah for
her hard work as an intern in my
Washington, DC office. I recognize her
efforts and contributions to my office
as well as to the State of Wyoming.
Mikalah is a native of Casper. She re-
cently graduated from the University
of Wyoming, where she studied French,
political science, and international
studies. She has demonstrated a strong
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work ethic, which has made her an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of her work is reflected in her great
efforts over the last several months.

I want to thank Mikalah for the dedi-
cation she has shown while working for
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to
have her as part of our team. I know
she will have continued success with
all of her future endeavors. I wish her
all my best on her next journey.e

———

TRIBUTE TO HARRISON TRUE

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Harrison
for his hard work as an intern in my
Washington, DC, office. I recognize his
efforts and contributions to my office,
as well as to the State of Wyoming.

Harrison is a native of Casper. He is
studying business at Casper College. He
has demonstrated a strong work ethic,
which has made him an invaluable
asset to our office. The quality of his
work is reflected in his great efforts
over the last several months.

I want to thank Harrison for the
dedication he has shown while working
for me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have him as part of our team. I know
he will have continued success with all
of his future endeavors. I wish him all
my best on his journey.e

———

TRIBUTE TO JACK TWIFORD

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Jack for his
hard work as an intern in my Wash-
ington, DC, office. I recognize his ef-
forts and contributions to my office as
well as to the State of Wyoming.

Jack is a native of Story. He is a
freshman at Loyola Marymount Uni-
versity, where he is studying inter-
national relations and Spanish. He has
demonstrated a strong work ethic,
which has made him an invaluable
asset to our office. The quality of his
work is reflected in his great efforts
over the last several months.

I want to thank Jack for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have him as part of our team. I know
he will have continued success with all
of his future endeavors. I wish him all
my best on his journey.e

————

TRIBUTE TO IDA AND IRWIN
HABER

e Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I
want to recognize my dear friends Ida
and Irwin Haber for receiving the Jew-
ish National Fund’s Northern Ohio
Tree of Life Award. This award is given
in recognition of outstanding commu-
nity involvement, professional leader-
ship, and dedication to the cause of
American-Israeli friendship with the
devotion to peace and the security of
human life. Ida and Irwin Haber are of
the utmost quality and character for

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

this honor. It is fitting that they re-
ceive this award jointly, as their per-
sonal and professional lives have been a
team effort for the past 44 years and
have been guided by their strong Jew-
ish identity and heritage from the
start.

Ida and Irwin met at a United Syna-
gogue Youth event in high school and
have been together ever since. It is
their faith and commitment to the
Jewish people that helped bring them
together, and they remain active mem-
bers of the Jewish community. Irwin
serves as the Ohio chapter Chairman
and National Board member of the
Friends of the Israel Defense Forces, on
the National Council of the American
Israel Public Affairs Committee, and is
a member of the Endowment Fund
Committee of the Jewish Federation of
Cleveland. Additionally, he and Ida
serve in leadership roles for the Univer-
sity Hospitals Ahuja Medical Center.

Business has been a family venture
for the Habers as well. In 1993, Irwin
became the chairman and owner and
Ida became vice president of the PDI
Group. Their leadership and vision for
this manufacturer of weapons platform
support systems has built an inter-
nationally reputable business that pro-
vides equipment to U.S. Air Force and
Navy and 45 air forces across the world.
The PDI Group has been recognized by
the U.S. Small Business Association
and the Department of Commerce for
its accomplishments and excellence.

Ida and Irwin Haber have led lives of
faith and have served their customers
and their community admirably. Per-
haps their greatest achievement is
their beautiful family. They have three
adult children, Nathan, Ryan, and
Rena, who work for the family busi-
ness; two daughters-in-law, Yana and
Shlomit; and three granddaughters,
Arianna, Ava, and Noa.

On a personal level, Jane and I are
grateful for Ida and Irwin’s advice and
friendship, for having us to their home
for Shabbat dinner, and for numerous
other good memories.

On behalf of the U.S. Senate, I con-
gratulate Ida and Irwin Haber for being
honored with the Jewish National
Fund’s Northern Ohio Tree of Life
Award.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Cuccia, one of his
secretaries.

————————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
and a withdrawal which were referred
to the appropriate committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
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PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

REPORT RELATIVE TO THE CON-
TINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
SIGNIFICANT TRANSNATIONAL
CRIMINAL ORGANIZATIONS THAT
WAS ESTABLISHED IN EXECU-
TIVE ORDER 13581 ON JULY 24,
2011 RECEIVED DURING AD-
JOURNMENT OF THE SENATE ON
JULY 20, 2018—PM 46

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days before the anniversary date of its
declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to sig-
nificant transnational criminal organi-
zations declared in Executive Order
13581 of July 24, 2011, is to continue in
effect beyond July 24, 2018.

The activities of significant
transnational criminal organizations
have reached such scope and gravity
that they threaten the stability of
international political and economic
systems. Such organizations are in-
creasingly sophisticated and dangerous
to the United States; they are increas-
ingly entrenched in the operations of
foreign governments and the inter-
national financial system, thereby
weakening democratic institutions, de-
grading the rule of law, and under-
mining economic markets. These orga-
nizations facilitate and aggravate vio-
lent civil conflicts and increasingly fa-
cilitate the activities of other dan-
gerous persons.

The activities of significant
transnational criminal organizations
continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity, foreign policy, and economy of
the United States. Therefore, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared
in Executive Order 13581 with respect
to transnational criminal organiza-
tions.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 20, 2018.

———
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
At 3:04 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by

Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has agreed
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to the following concurrent resolution,
in which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 119. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that a carbon
tax would be detrimental to the United
States economy.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following concurrent resolution
was read, and referred as indicated:

H. Con. Res. 119. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that a carbon
tax would be detrimental to the United
States economy; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-6010. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant
to law, a report relative to the export to the
People’s Republic of China of items not det-
rimental to the U.S. space launch industry;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-6011. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(d) of the Arms Export Control Act,
the certification of a proposed license for the
export of defense articles, including tech-
nical data, and defense services for the man-
ufacture of significant military equipment
abroad to Australia, New Zealand, Switzer-
land, and the United Kingdom to support the
manufacture of the Communication, Naviga-
tion, and Identification (CNI) Audio Control
Electronic (ACE) module for the F-35 Joint
Strike Fighter Aircraft(Transmittal No.
DDTC 17-074); to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

EC-6012. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant General Counsel for Regu-
latory Affairs, Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Benefits Pay-
able in Terminated Single-Employer Plans;
Interest Assumptions for Paying Benefits”
(29 CFR Part 4022) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on July 19, 2018;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

EC-6013. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Visas:
Documentation of Nonimmigrants Under the
Immigration and Nationality Act, as Amend-
ed” (RIN1400-AD17) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on July 19, 2018;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

———

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petition or memorial
was laid before the Senate and was re-
ferred or ordered to lie on the table as
indicated:

POM-277. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
urging the United States Congress to adopt
the National Park Service’s recommendation
to extend the Lewis and Clark National His-
toric Trail to include the additional sites
along the Lewis and Clark Expedition’s East-
ern Legacy; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

SENATE RESOLUTION NoO. 326

Whereas, The Lewis and Clark Expedition
(Expedition) and the Corps of Discovery are
nationally significant for their exploration
of the Louisiana Territory and search for an
all water route to the Pacific Ocean; and

Whereas, Under orders by President Thom-
as Jefferson, the expedition was responsible
for mapping the territory explored, as well
as documenting new species of plants and
animals and engaging with the Native Amer-
ican tribes they encountered; and

Whereas, Although part of the route was
unmapped territory, the Lewis and Clark Ex-
pedition was able to use maps provided to
them by Native Americans, European explor-
ers and fur traders; and

Whereas, Ultimately, the expedition was
able to link routes and maps together to find
passage from St. Louis to the Pacific Ocean,
a feat that had never before been accom-
plished; and

Whereas, In order to recognize the historic
significance of the Lewis and Clark Expedi-
tion, the National Park Service previously
designated a trail that runs from Wood
River, Illinois, to the West Coast in Oregon
and Washington; and

Whereas, Public Law 110-229, passed by the
Congress of the United States in 2008, au-
thorized the Secretary of the Interior to
study additional sites associated with the
preparation and return phases of the expedi-
tion, located in Pennsylvania, Virginia, the
District of Columbia, Maryland, Delaware,
West Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee,
Indiana, Missouri and Illinois; and

Whereas, Those sites were to be considered
for inclusion in the ‘‘Eastern Legacy’’ of the
expedition; and

Whereas, The National Park Service evalu-
ated 25 distinct route segments used by the
Corps of Discovery, for the expedition to de-
termine if they met the criteria for national
significance established by the National
Trails System Act; and

Whereas, In August 2016, the National Park
Service published its Draft Lewis and Clark
National Historic Trail Extension Study,
finding that three sections met the criteria
established for inclusion in the Lewis and
Clark National Historic Trail, and

Whereas, Those segments include the Ohio
River, from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to
Louisville, Kentucky; from Louisville, Ken-
tucky, to the confluence with the Mississippi
River; and from the Mississippi River’s con-
fluence with the Ohio River at Cairo, Illi-
nois, to Wood River, Illinois; and

Whereas, A portion of the proposed exten-
sion of the Lewis and Clark National His-
toric Trail includes sites along the Ohio
River in this Commonwealth; and

Whereas, The inclusion of this segment
along the Lewis and Clark National Historic
Trail is not only historically significant and
appropriate, but may have a positive eco-
nomic impact on those ties; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Senate of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania urge the Congress of
the United States to adopt the National
Park Service’s recommendation to extend
the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail
to include the additional sites along the
Lewis and Clark Expedition’s Eastern Leg-
acy; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the presiding officers of each
chamber of Congress and to each member of
Congress from Pennsylvania.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Ms. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:
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S. 612. A Dbill to provide for the
unencumbering of title to non-Federal land
owned by the city of Tucson, Arizona, for
purposes of economic development by con-
veyance of the Federal reversionary interest
to the City (Rept. No. 115-306).

H.R. 1547. A bill to provide for the
unencumbering of title to non-Federal land
owned by the city of Tucson, Arizona, for
purposes of economic development by con-
veyance of the Federal reversionary interest
to the City (Rept. No. 115-307).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO):

S. 3255. A bill to prohibit the President or
a Federal agency from constructing, oper-
ating, or offering wholesale or retail services
on broadband networks without authoriza-
tion from Congress, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. CRUZ:

S. Res. 587. A resolution commemorating
July 2018 as ‘“‘Liu Xiaobo Victims of Com-
munism Month”’; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 45
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Mississippi (Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 45, a bill to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to increase
penalties for individuals who illegally
reenter the United States after being
removed and for other purposes.
S. 87
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 87, a bill to ensure that
State and local law enforcement may
cooperate with Federal officials to pro-
tect our communities from violent
criminals and suspected terrorists who
are illegally present in the United
States.
S. 130
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 130, a bill to require enforcement
against misbranded milk alternatives.
S. 263
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 263, a bill to facilitate effi-
cient State implementation of ground-
level ozone standards, and for other
purposes.
S. 266
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.



July 23, 2018

SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 266, a bill to award the Congres-
sional Gold Medal to Anwar Sadat in
recognition of his heroic achievements
and courageous contributions to peace
in the Middle East.
S. 281
At the request of Mr. LLEE, the name
of the Senator from North Dakota (Ms.
HEITKAMP) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 281, a bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to eliminate the
per-country numerical limitation for
employment-based immigrants, to in-
crease the per-country numerical limi-
tation for family-sponsored immi-
grants, and for other purposes.
S. 301
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 301, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to prohibit
governmental discrimination against
providers of health services that are
not involved in abortion.
S. 1050
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the names of the Senator from Maine
(Mr. KiNG) and the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1050, a bill to award a Con-
gressional Gold Medal, collectively, to
the Chinese-American Veterans of
World War II, in recognition of their
dedicated service during World War II.
S. 1084
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1084, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to require that the Direc-
tor of the Bureau of Prisons ensure
that each chief executive officer of a
Federal penal or correctional institu-
tion provides a secure storage area lo-
cated outside of the secure perimeter
of the Federal penal or correctional in-
stitution for firearms carried by cer-
tain employees of the Bureau of Pris-
ons, and for other purposes.
S. 1301
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1301, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
provide for the distribution of addi-
tional residency positions, and for
other purposes.
S. 1503
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. ScoTT), the Senator from Col-
orado (Mr. GARDNER), the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW), the Senator
from Minnesota (Ms. SMITH) and the
Senator from Vermont (Mr. LEAHY)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1503, a
bill to require the Secretary of the
Treasury to mint coins in recognition
of the 60th anniversary of the Naismith
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame.
S. 1640
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
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(Mr. CARPER) and the Senator from
Maine (Mr. KING) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1640, a bill to reform the fi-
nancing of Senate elections, and for
other purposes.
S. 1682
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
YOUNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1682, a bill to facilitate a national pipe-
line of spectrum for commercial use,
and for other purposes.
S. 1806
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1806, a bill to amend the Child
Care and Development Block Grant Act
of 1990 and the Head Start Act to pro-
mote child care and early learning, and
for other purposes.
S. 2313
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the names of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the
Senator from Maine (Ms. COLLINS) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2313, a bill to
deter foreign interference in TUnited
States elections, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2468
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2468, a bill to provide access to
counsel for unaccompanied alien chil-
dren.
S. 2490
At the request of Mr. ScoTT, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2490, a bill to amend the Real Estate
Settlement Procedures Act of 1974 to
modify requirements related to mort-
gage disclosures.
S. 2506
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2506, a bill to establish an
aviation maintenance workforce devel-
opment pilot program.
S. 2580
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 25680, a bill to amend title
13, United States Code, to make clear
that each decennial census, as required
for the apportionment of Representa-
tives in Congress among the several
States, shall tabulate the total number
of persons in each State, and to provide
that no information regarding United
States citizenship or immigration sta-
tus may be elicited in any such census.
S. 2823
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) and the Senator
from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2823, a bill to
modernize copyright law, and for other
purposes.
S. 3045
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
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(Mr. PERDUE) and the Senator from
Virginia (Mr. WARNER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 3045, a bill to amend
title 31, United States Code, to estab-
lish a safe harbor with respect to keep
open letters.
S. 3049
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3049, a bill to amend the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 to require
paper ballots and risk-limiting audits
in all Federal elections, and for other
purposes.
S. 3051
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3051, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Transportation to establish a
working group to study regulatory and
legislative improvements for the live-
stock, insect, and agricultural com-
modities transport industries, and for
other purposes.
S. 3155
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3155, a bill to ban the use
of ortho-phthalate chemicals as food
contact substances.
S. 3160
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3160, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to im-
prove access to, and utilization of, bone
mass measurement benefits under part
B of the Medicare program by estab-
lishing a minimum payment amount
under such part for bone mass meas-
urement.
S. 3166
At the request of Mrs. ERNST, the
names of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOO0OZMAN), the Senator from
Maine (Ms. COLLINS), the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 3166, a bill to award
a Congressional Gold Medal, collec-
tively, to the United States Army
Rangers Veterans of World War II in
recognition of their extraordinary serv-
ice during World War II.
S. 3172
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3172, a bill to amend title
54, United States Code, to establish,
fund, and provide for the use of
amounts in a National Park Service
Legacy Restoration Fund to address
the maintenance backlog of the Na-
tional Park Service, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 3174
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3174, a bill to decriminalize
marijuana, and for other purposes.
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S. 3194
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3194, a bill to amend the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act to cap prescription drug cost-shar-
ing, and for other purposes.
S. 3207
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3207, a bill to amend the
Higher Education Act of 1965 to allow
for the deferment of certain student
loans during a period in which a bor-
rower is receiving treatment for can-
cer.
S. 3227
At the request of Ms. HARRIS, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH) and the Senator from
Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 3227, a bill to
reunite families separated at or near
ports of entry.
S. 3247
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3247, a bill to improve programs
and activities relating to women’s en-
trepreneurship and economic empower-
ment that are carried out by the
United States Agency for International
Development, and for other purposes.
S. RES. 220
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 220, a resolution express-
ing solidarity with Falun Gong practi-
tioners who have lost lives, freedoms,
and rights for adhering to their beliefs
and practices and condemning the
practice of non-consenting organ har-
vesting, and for other purposes.
S. RES. 584
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) and the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. BOOKER) were added as cospon-
sors of S. Res. 584, a resolution express-
ing the sense of the Senate against the
making available of current and former
diplomats, officials, and members of
the Armed Forces of the United States
for questioning by the government of
Vladimir Putin.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 587—COM-
MEMORATING JULY 2018 AS “LIU
XIAOBO VICTIMS OF COMMUNISM
MONTH”

Mr. CRUZ submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 587

Whereas the communist ideology is di-
rectly responsible for crimes against human-
ity;

Whereas communist regimes have been di-
rectly responsible for crimes against human-
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ity, mass starvations, and the murder of tens
of millions of people;

Whereas awareness of the crimes against
humanity committed by communist regimes
on behalf of communist ideology throughout
the world must inform the minds of the peo-
ple of the United States;

Whereas Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels
published ‘““The Communist Manifesto” in
February 1848;

Whereas ‘‘The Communist Manifesto” de-
fines communism as the ‘‘abolition of pri-
vate property’’;

Whereas communists, in the words of Karl
Marx and Friedrich Engels, ‘‘openly declare
that their ends can be attained only by the
forcible overthrow of all existing social con-
ditions’’;

Whereas the crimes of communists were
justified by class struggle theory and the
principle of the dictatorship of the ‘‘prole-
tariat’, and used terror as a method to pre-
serve the dictatorship;

Whereas Vladimir Lenin led the October
Revolution in 1918 that forcibly overthrew
the social and political institutions of Russia
and resulted in the establishment of the first
communist government in history;

Whereas the subsequent Red Terror that
followed the October Revolution claimed the
lives of approximately 1,500,000 Russians;

Whereas Vladimir Lenin oversaw the mass
campaign of violence of the October Revolu-
tion and the Red Terror with no moral
qualms, and asked instead: ‘“‘How can you
make a revolution without executions?’’;

Whereas the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics (referred to in this preamble as the
“USSR”) was formally established in 1922;

Whereas the USSR partnered with Adolf
Hitler and Nazi Germany in the 1930s, culmi-
nating in the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact of
1939;

Whereas the USSR coordinated an invasion
of eastern Poland in 1939 according to the
terms of a secret additional protocol of the
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact of 1939;

Whereas the Red Army of the USSR and
Wehrmacht of Germany held a joint military
parade in Brest, Poland, after which occupa-
tion of the city was transferred to the Red
Army;

Whereas, during the USSR occupation of
Brest, Poland, the USSR arrested and de-
ported more than 500,000 Jewish refugees,
many of whom died en route to Siberia;

Whereas the USSR carried out ruthless vi-
olence against religious minorities, includ-
ing campaigns to suppress the religious tra-
ditions and culture of the Jewish population
of the USSR;

Whereas tens of thousands of Jews were
killed between 1918 and 1920 as a result of or-
ganized pogroms during the civil war that
followed the Bolshevik Revolution in the
USSR;

Whereas the USSR conducted open anti-Se-
mitic campaigns aimed at completely elimi-
nating Jewish cultural life;

Whereas approximately 1,000,000 Jews were
killed by the German Einstzgruppen, or de-
ployment groups, in USSR-occupied terri-
tories during World War II;

Whereas, under Joseph Stalin alone, more
than 20,000,000 deaths occurred in the USSR
as a result of executions, Gulag camps, and
famine;

Whereas, during the Great Purge in the
USSR, approximately 700,000 political dis-
sidents were executed by gunshot to the
back of the head;

Whereas approximately 1,700,000 people
died in the Gulag camps, where prisoners
ranging from political dissidents to petty
criminals were subjected to forced labor, ex-
treme temperatures, and harsh treatment;

Whereas communist agricultural policies
caused the Soviet Famine of 1932 to 1933,
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which lead to the deaths of an estimated
7,500,000 victims, including the Holodomor,
the deliberate genocidal famine of millions
of Ukranians;

Whereas the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe has adopted a resolu-
tion declaring the ‘‘cruel and deliberate ac-
tions and policies of the Soviet regime’ that
created the Holodomor were responsible for
the deaths of millions of people in Ukraine,
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Moldova, and Russia;

Whereas the USSR conducted a series of
ethnically motivated deportations under ex-
tremely harsh conditions, causing the deaths
of several hundred thousand victims;

Whereas the USSR funded communist rev-
olutions around the world and trained insur-
gent forces to topple existing governments,
including those in Mongolia, Romania, Viet-
nam, Laos, Cambodia, Cuba, North Korea,
and China;

Whereas agents associated with the USSR
entered the Mongolian People’s Republic to
engineer the Mongolian Great Terror, in
which approximately 35,000 people were exe-
cuted, including approximately 18,000 Bud-
dhist lamas;

Whereas the Socialist Republic of Roma-
nia, a Soviet-backed, communist regime,
committed massive human rights violations,
killing or persecuting as many as 2,000,000
people between 1945 and 1989;

Whereas the USSR recognized the inde-
pendence of North Vietnam, legitimizing the
insurgency of Ho Chi Minh against France,
as a means of fighting against the United
States;

Whereas, during the Vietnam War, com-
munist North Vietnam caused the deaths of
approximately 58,220 Americans;

Whereas nearly 365,000 Vietnamese civil-
ians are estimated to have died as a result of
the Vietnam War, including in the horrific
massacre by North Vietnam at Hué, Viet-
nam;

Whereas, after the Vietnam War, the Com-
munist Party of Vietnam is estimated to
have caused the deaths of approximately
430,000 people through executions, deporta-
tions, and causing people to flee persecution,
many of whom were lost at sea;

Whereas the Government of Vietnam con-
tinues to suppress the basic human and civil
rights of its citizens, including freedom of
speech, the press, association, and religion;

Whereas human rights activists and
bloggers in Vietnam face harassment, in-
timidation, physical assault, and imprison-
ment at the hands of the Government of
Vietnam;

Whereas the deaths of approximately 85,000
people during and after the Laotian Civil
War are attributable to the incursions of
communist North Vietnam;

Whereas the USSR and North Vietnam
helped install the communist Lao People’s
Revolutionary Party (referred to in this pre-
amble as the “LPRP”’) as the sole political
party of Laos;

Whereas the LPRP has been accused of
committing genocide against the Hmong
people, with up to 100,000 people killed out of
a population of 400,000;

Whereas the LPRP still restricts many of
the civil and political rights of its citizens,
including freedom of speech, association, re-
ligion, and assembly;

Whereas the USSR and North Vietnam
supported the Communist Party of
Kampuchea (referred to in this preamble as
the “Khmer Rouge’) in overthrowing the
government of the King of Cambodia;

Whereas, under the leadership of Pol Pot,
the Khmer Rouge carried out the Cambodian
genocide, which caused the deaths of a % of
the population of Cambodia in only 4 years;
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Whereas the Khmer Rouge tortured and ex-
ecuted as many as 17,000 individuals in the
S-21 jail in Phnom Penh, Cambodia;

Whereas the Killing Fields were sites in
Cambodia where many Cambodians were
killed and left in mass graves by the Khmer
Rouge;

Whereas experts estimate that the remains
of more than 1,300,000 victims of execution
are buried at the Killing Fields in Cambodia,
representing only 60 percent of the full death
toll of the Cambodian genocide;

Whereas the Khmer Rouge brutally tor-
tured and executed Stuart Glass of Canada,
John Dewhirst of Great Britain, and Kerry
Hamill of New Zealand after their boat
strayed into Cambodian waters in 1978;

Whereas the USSR lent the newly estab-
lished communist regime of Fidel Castro in
Cuba economic and diplomatic support to
undermine the influence of the United States
in the Western Hemisphere;

Whereas the President of Cuba, Fidel Cas-
tro, ordered the executions of 582 supporters
of the former Cuban government in 1959 fol-
lowing the overthrow of former President
Fulgencio Batista;

Whereas, under the authority of President
Castro, between 4,000 and 17,000 individuals
were executed by the infamous firing squads
of the Cuban Communist Party;

Whereas, in the 1960s and 1970s, homo-
sexuals, clergy, and others who posed a
threat to the regime of President Castro
were rounded up and sent to labor camps for
re-education;

Whereas President Castro acknowledged
holding up to 15,000 political prisoners in
1964;

Whereas, under President Castro, the
Cuban Communist Party refused access to
Cuba to international monitors such as the
International Committee of the Red Cross
and Human Rights Watch;

Whereas the Government of Cuba con-
tinues to heavily censor all media;

Whereas the Government of Cuba con-
tinues to deny basic human rights, including
freedom of expression, religion, association,
and assembly;

Whereas the USSR lent diplomatic and
military support to the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea and its ruling party, the
communist Worker’s Party of Korea (re-
ferred to in this preamble as the “WPK”),
shortly after the country was founded on
September 9, 1948;

Whereas, during the Korean War, the WPK
caused the deaths of 36,914 Americans;

Whereas the WPK caused the deaths of an
estimated 1,700,000 people including through
execution, forced labor, starvation, and
Gulags;

Whereas the WPK continues to restrict all
civil and political liberties of its citizens;

Whereas the WPK prohibits political oppo-
sition, independent media, civil society, and
trade unions;

Whereas the WPK currently incarcerates
an estimated 200,000 political prisoners;

Whereas the WPK uses forced labor, phys-
ical abuse, and execution as tactics of fear to
maintain obedience and control;

Whereas the WPK fails to provide stable
support for the rights of minority groups, in-
cluding women, children, people with disabil-
ities, and prisoners;

Whereas the USSR financed the establish-
ment of the Chinese Soviet Republic in 1931,
an independent government within the
Jiangxi province of China, where Mao
Zedong began his protracted revolution
against the Kuomintang;

Whereas Mao Zedong and the Chinese Red
Army conquered the Kuomintang and estab-
lished the People’s Republic of China on Oc-
tober 1, 1949;
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Whereas Mao Zedong orchestrated the
deaths of more than 78,000,000 men, women,
and children over the course of 3 decades
from starvation, forced labor, torture, public
execution, and warfare;

Whereas Mao Zedong directed the cultural
genocide of the Tibetans, brutally executing
approximately 92,000 people, who largely con-
sisted of educated people and leaders of the
Tibetan population;

Whereas Mao Zedong justified bloodshed as
a necessity for communist revolution, say-
ing: ‘“A revolution is not a dinner party, nor
a literary composition, nor painting nor em-
broidering. It cannot be done so delicately,
so leisurely, so gentlemanly and gently,
kindly, politely and modestly. Revolution is
insurrection, the violent action of one class
overthrowing the power of another.”’;

Whereas the Communist Party of China
faced its first existential threat to power in
June 1989, the same year the Berlin Wall col-
lapsed, when students and professors peace-
fully demonstrated for democracy at
Tiananmen Square in Beijing, China;

Whereas hundreds of the protesters at
Tiananmen Square in Beijing, China, lost
their lives at the hands of the Government of
the People’s Republic of China after the Gov-
ernment sent troops and tanks to sweep the
square clean;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo, a visiting lecturer at
Columbia University in the United States,
left the United States to help lead the pro-
test at Tiananmen Square in Beijing, China;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo initiated the
Tiananmen Four Gentlemen Hunger Strike,
which lasted 3 days;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo is credited with saving
the lives of many students by helping nego-
tiate evacuation of the students from
Tiananmen Square;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo was detained and
jailed from 1989 to 1991 for his role in the pro-
test at Tiananmen Square, and then jailed
again in 1996 through 1999 for advocating
that the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China redress its wrongdoing in the
student protest;

Whereas, in 1996, Liu Xiaobo married Liu
Xia, who has stood bravely by his side as a
partner and fellow activist;

Whereas, on December 9, 2008, a diverse
group of more than 300 Chinese scholars,
writers, lawyers, and activists issued Charter
08, a manifesto calling on the Communist
Party of China to abandon authoritarian
rule in favor of democracy, the guarantee of
human rights, and the rule of law;

Whereas Charter 08 boldly declared: ‘‘The
‘New China’ established in 1949 is a ‘people’s
republic’ in name, but in reality it is a ‘party
domain.” The ruling party monopolizes all
the political, economic, and social resources.
It has created a string of human rights disas-
ters . . . causing tens of millions of deaths,
and exacting a disastrous price from both
the people and the country.’’;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo was one of the original
drafters of Charter 08 and was taken into
custody just days before the manifesto was
released;

Whereas, in December 2009, a court in Bei-
jing, China, sentenced Liu Xiaobo to 11 years
in prison for ‘‘inciting subversion of state
power’’ for his involvement in drafting Char-
ter 08;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize on October 8, 2010, ‘‘for his long
and non-violent struggle for fundamental
human rights in China’’;

Whereas Liu Xia was held in extra-legal
home confinement from October 2010, 2
weeks after the announcement of the award
of the Nobel Peace Prize to her husband, to
July 2018, and reportedly suffered severe
health problems that required hospitaliza-
tion;
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Whereas Liu Xiaobo was diagnosed with
terminal liver cancer in May 2017;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo died on July 13, 2017,
while serving his 1l-year prison sentence,
and is survived by his wife Liu Xia;

Whereas Liu Xiaobo dedicated his life to
freedom, not only in his own country of
China, but across the world;

Whereas the Communist Party of China
continues to prevent Liu Hui, the brother of
Liu Xia, from leaving China;

Whereas, in different parts of the world,
some totalitarian regimes survive and, by
continuing to cling to power, they commit
crimes and impose a high cost to the well-
being of their people; and

Whereas the millions of victims of com-
munism, both present and past, are entitled
to justice, sympathy, understanding, and
recognition of their suffering: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate commemorates
July 2018 as ‘‘Liu Xiaobo Victims of Com-
munism Month”.

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3399. Mr. SHELBY proposed an amend-
ment to the bill H.R. 6147, making appropria-
tions for the Department of the Interior, en-
vironment, and related agencies for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2019, and for
other purposes.

SA 3400. Ms. MURKOWSKI proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 3399 proposed
by Mr. SHELBY to the bill H.R. 6147, supra.

SA 3401. Mr. WHITEHOUSE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 6147, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3402. Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. COT-
TON, Mr. LEE, and Mr. JOHNSON) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 6147, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3403. Ms. MURKOWSKI proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 589, to establish
Department of Energy policy for science and
energy research and development programs,
and reform National Laboratory manage-
ment and technology transfer programs, and
for other purposes.

SA 3404. Ms. MURKOWSKI proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 2503, to establish
Department of Energy policy for science and
energy research and development programs,
and reform National Laboratory manage-
ment and technology transfer programs, and
for other purposes.

SA 3405. Mr. HELLER (for himself and Mr.
BROWN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 3399 pro-
posed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill H.R. 6147,
making appropriations for the Department
of the Interior, environment, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3406. Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Ms.
HIRONO) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 3399 pro-
posed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill H.R. 6147,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3407. Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Ms.
HIRONO) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 3399 pro-
posed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill H.R. 6147,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3408. Ms. MURKOWSKI (for Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) proposed an amendment to the bill
H.R. 2353, to reauthorize the Carl D. Perkins
Career and Technical Education Act of 2006.
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TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3399. Mr. SHELBY proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 6147, mak-
ing appropriations for the Department
of the Interior, environment, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2019, and for other
purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as ‘“‘Interior, Envi-
ronment, Financial Services and General
Government, Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, and
Transportation, Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Appropriations Act, 2019”.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO ACT.

Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in any
division of this Act shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of that division.
SEC. 3. REFERENCES TO REPORT.

(a) Any reference to a ‘‘report accom-
panying this Act’” contained in division A
shall be treated as a reference to Senate Re-
port 115-276. The effect of such Report shall
be limited to division A and shall apply for
purposes of determining the allocation of
funds provided by, and the implementation
of, division A.

(b) Any reference to a ‘‘report accom-
panying this Act” contained in division B
shall be treated as a reference to Senate Re-
port 115-281. The effect of such Report shall
be limited to division B and shall apply for
purposes of determining the allocation of
funds provided by, and the implementation
of, division B.

(c) Any reference to a ‘‘report accom-
panying this Act” contained in division C
shall be treated as a reference to Senate Re-
port 115-259. The effect of such Report shall
be limited to division C and shall apply for
purposes of determining the allocation of
funds provided by, and the implementation
of, division C.

(d) Any reference to a ‘‘report accom-
panying this Act’” contained in division D
shall be treated as a reference to Senate Re-
port 115-268. The effect of such Report shall
be limited to division D and shall apply for
purposes of determining the allocation of
funds provided by, and the implementation
of, division D.

DIVISION A—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE-
RIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2019

That the following sums are appropriated,
out of any money in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, for the Department of the
Interior, environment, and related agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2019,
and for other purposes, namely:

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
MANAGEMENT OF LANDS AND RESOURCES

For necessary expenses for protection, use,
improvement, development, disposal, cadas-
tral surveying, classification, acquisition of
easements and other interests in lands, and
performance of other functions, including
maintenance of facilities, as authorized by
law, in the management of lands and their
resources under the jurisdiction of the Bu-
reau of Land Management, including the
general administration of the Bureau, and
assessment of mineral potential of public
lands pursuant to section 1010(a) of Public
Law 96-487 (16 U.S.C. 3150(a)), $1,196,143,000, to
remain available until expended, including
all such amounts as are collected from per-
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mit processing fees, as authorized but made
subject to future appropriation by section
35(d)(3)(A)({1) of the Mineral Leasing Act (30
U.S.C. 191), except that amounts from permit
processing fees may be used for any bureau-
related expenses associated with the proc-
essing of oil and gas applications for permits
to drill and related use of authorizations.

In addition, $39,696,000 is for Mining Law
Administration program operations, includ-
ing the cost of administering the mining
claim fee program, to remain available until
expended, to be reduced by amounts col-
lected by the Bureau and credited to this ap-
propriation from mining claim maintenance
fees and location fees that are hereby au-
thorized for fiscal year 2019, so as to result in
a final appropriation estimated at not more
than $1,196,143,000, and $2,000,000, to remain
available until expended, from communica-
tion site rental fees established by the Bu-
reau for the cost of administering commu-
nication site activities.

LAND ACQUISITION

For expenses necessary to carry out sec-
tions 205, 206, and 318(d) of Public Law 94-579,
including administrative expenses and acqui-
sition of lands or waters, or interests there-
in, $26,016,000, to be derived from the Land
and Water Conservation Fund and to remain
available until expended.

OREGON AND CALIFORNIA GRANT LANDS

For expenses necessary for management,
protection, and development of resources and
for construction, operation, and mainte-
nance of access roads, reforestation, and
other improvements on the revested Oregon
and California Railroad grant lands, on other
Federal lands in the Oregon and California
land-grant counties of Oregon, and on adja-
cent rights-of-way; and acquisition of lands
or interests therein, including existing con-
necting roads on or adjacent to such grant
lands; $106,543,000, to remain available until
expended: Provided, That 25 percent of the
aggregate of all receipts during the current
fiscal year from the revested Oregon and
California Railroad grant lands is hereby
made a charge against the Oregon and Cali-
fornia land-grant fund and shall be trans-
ferred to the General Fund in the Treasury
in accordance with the second paragraph of
subsection (b) of title II of the Act of August
28, 1937 (43 U.S.C. 2605).

RANGE IMPROVEMENTS

For rehabilitation, protection, and acquisi-
tion of lands and interests therein, and im-
provement of Federal rangelands pursuant to
section 401 of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1751), not-
withstanding any other Act, sums equal to 50
percent of all moneys received during the
prior fiscal year under sections 3 and 15 of
the Taylor Grazing Act (43 U.S.C. 315b, 3156m)
and the amount designated for range im-
provements from grazing fees and mineral
leasing receipts from Bankhead-Jones lands
transferred to the Department of the Inte-
rior pursuant to law, but not less than
$10,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That not to exceed $600,000
shall be available for administrative ex-
penses.

SERVICE CHARGES, DEPOSITS, AND FORFEITURES

For administrative expenses and other
costs related to processing application docu-
ments and other authorizations for use and
disposal of public lands and resources, for
costs of providing copies of official public
land documents, for monitoring construc-
tion, operation, and termination of facilities
in conjunction with use authorizations, and
for rehabilitation of damaged property, such
amounts as may be collected under Public
Law 94-579 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), and under
section 28 of the Mineral Leasing Act (30
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U.S.C. 185), to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That notwithstanding any
provision to the contrary of section 305(a) of
Public Law 94-579 (43 U.S.C. 1735(a)), any
moneys that have been or will be received
pursuant to that section, whether as a result
of forfeiture, compromise, or settlement, if
not appropriate for refund pursuant to sec-
tion 305(c) of that Act (43 U.S.C. 1735(c)),
shall be available and may be expended
under the authority of this Act by the Sec-
retary to improve, protect, or rehabilitate
any public lands administered through the
Bureau of Land Management which have
been damaged by the action of a resource de-
veloper, purchaser, permittee, or any unau-
thorized person, without regard to whether
all moneys collected from each such action
are used on the exact lands damaged which
led to the action: Provided further, That any
such moneys that are in excess of amounts
needed to repair damage to the exact land
for which funds were collected may be used
to repair other damaged public lands.
MISCELLANEOUS TRUST FUNDS

In addition to amounts authorized to be
expended under existing laws, there is hereby
appropriated such amounts as may be con-
tributed under section 307 of Public Law 94—
579 (43 U.S.C. 1737), and such amounts as may
be advanced for administrative costs, sur-
veys, appraisals, and costs of making con-
veyances of omitted lands under section
211(b) of that Act (43 U.S.C. 1721(b)), to re-
main available until expended.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

The Bureau of Land Management may
carry out the operations funded under this
Act by direct expenditure, contracts, grants,
cooperative agreements and reimbursable
agreements with public and private entities,
including with States. Appropriations for the
Bureau shall be available for purchase, erec-
tion, and dismantlement of temporary struc-
tures, and alteration and maintenance of
necessary buildings and appurtenant facili-
ties to which the United States has title; up
to $100,000 for payments, at the discretion of
the Secretary, for information or evidence
concerning violations of laws administered
by the Bureau; miscellaneous and emergency
expenses of enforcement activities author-
ized or approved by the Secretary and to be
accounted for solely on the Secretary’s cer-
tificate, not to exceed $10,000: Provided, That
notwithstanding Public Law 90-620 (44 U.S.C.
501), the Bureau may, under cooperative
cost-sharing and partnership arrangements
authorized by law, procure printing services
from cooperators in connection with jointly
produced publications for which the coopera-
tors share the cost of printing either in cash
or in services, and the Bureau determines
the cooperator is capable of meeting accept-
ed quality standards: Provided further, That
projects to be funded pursuant to a written
commitment by a State government to pro-
vide an identified amount of money in sup-
port of the project may be carried out by the
Bureau on a reimbursable basis. Appropria-
tions herein made shall not be available for
the destruction of healthy, unadopted, wild
horses and burros in the care of the Bureau
or its contractors or for the sale of wild
horses and burros that results in their de-
struction for processing into commercial
products.

UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

For necessary expenses of the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service, as author-
ized by law, and for scientific and economic
studies, general administration, and for the
performance of other authorized functions
related to such resources, $1,292,067,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2020: Pro-
vided, That not to exceed $17,818,000 shall be
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used for implementing subsections (a), (b),
(c), and (e) of section 4 of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 15633) (except for
processing petitions, developing and issuing
proposed and final regulations, and taking
any other steps to implement actions de-
scribed in subsection (¢)(2)(A), (¢)(2)(B)(1), or
(©)(2)(B)(id).
CONSTRUCTION

For construction, improvement, acquisi-
tion, or removal of buildings and other fa-
cilities required in the conservation, man-
agement, investigation, protection, and uti-
lization of fish and wildlife resources, and
the acquisition of lands and interests there-
in; $50,413,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

LAND ACQUISITION

For expenses necessary to carry out chap-
ter 2003 of title 54, United States Code, in-
cluding administrative expenses, and for ac-
quisition of land or waters, or interest there-
in, in accordance with statutory authority
applicable to the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service, $45,189,000, to be derived
from the Land and Water Conservation Fund
and to remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That none of the funds appropriated
for specific land acquisition projects may be
used to pay for any administrative overhead,
planning or other management costs.

COOPERATIVE ENDANGERED SPECIES
CONSERVATION FUND

For expenses necessary to carry out sec-
tion 6 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973
(16 U.S.C. 1535), $49,495,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, of which $18,695,000 is to
be derived from the Cooperative Endangered
Species Conservation Fund; and of which
$30,800,000 is to be derived from the Land and
Water Conservation Fund.

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE FUND

For expenses necessary to implement the
Act of October 17, 1978 (16 U.S.C. T7156s),
$13,228,000.

NORTH AMERICAN WETLANDS CONSERVATION

FUND

For expenses necessary to carry out the
provisions of the North American Wetlands
Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 4401 et seq.),
$43,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

NEOTROPICAL MIGRATORY BIRD CONSERVATION

For expenses necessary to carry out the
Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation
Act (16 U.S.C. 6101 et seq.), $3,910,000, to re-
main available until expended.
MULTINATIONAL SPECIES CONSERVATION FUND

For expenses necessary to carry out the
African Elephant Conservation Act (16 U.S.C.
4201 et seq.), the Asian Elephant Conserva-
tion Act of 1997 (16 U.S.C. 4261 et seq.), the
Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation Act of
1994 (16 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), the Great Ape
Conservation Act of 2000 (16 U.S.C. 6301 et
seq.), and the Marine Turtle Conservation
Act of 2004 (16 U.S.C. 6601 et seq.), $12,061,000,
to remain available until expended.

STATE AND TRIBAL WILDLIFE GRANTS

For wildlife conservation grants to States
and to the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
Guam, the United States Virgin Islands, the
Northern Mariana Islands, American Samoa,
and Indian tribes under the provisions of the
Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 and the Fish
and Wildlife Coordination Act, for the devel-
opment and implementation of programs for
the benefit of wildlife and their habitat, in-
cluding species that are not hunted or fished,
$65,5671,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of the amount pro-
vided herein, $4,209,000 is for a competitive
grant program for Indian tribes not subject
to the remaining provisions of this appro-
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priation: Provided further, That $6,362,000 is
for a competitive grant program to imple-
ment approved plans for States, territories,
and other jurisdictions and at the discretion
of affected States, the regional Associations
of fish and wildlife agencies, not subject to
the remaining provisions of this appropria-
tion: Provided further, That the Secretary
shall, after deducting $10,571,000 and adminis-
trative expenses, apportion the amount pro-
vided herein in the following manner: (1) to
the District of Columbia and to the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, each a sum equal
to not more than one-half of 1 percent there-
of; and (2) to Guam, American Samoa, the
United States Virgin Islands, and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,
each a sum equal to not more than one-
fourth of 1 percent thereof: Provided further,
That the Secretary shall apportion the re-
maining amount in the following manner: (1)
one-third of which is based on the ratio to
which the land area of such State bears to
the total land area of all such States; and (2)
two-thirds of which is based on the ratio to
which the population of such State bears to
the total population of all such States: Pro-
vided further, That the amounts apportioned
under this paragraph shall be adjusted equi-
tably so that no State shall be apportioned a
sum which is less than 1 percent of the
amount available for apportionment under
this paragraph for any fiscal year or more
than 5 percent of such amount: Provided fur-
ther, That the Federal share of planning
grants shall not exceed 75 percent of the
total costs of such projects and the Federal
share of implementation grants shall not ex-
ceed 65 percent of the total costs of such
projects: Provided further, That the non-Fed-
eral share of such projects may not be de-
rived from Federal grant programs: Provided
further, That any amount apportioned in 2019
to any State, territory, or other jurisdiction
that remains unobligated as of September 30,
2020, shall be reapportioned, together with
funds appropriated in 2021, in the manner
provided herein.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

The United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice may carry out the operations of Service
programs by direct expenditure, contracts,
grants, cooperative agreements and reim-
bursable agreements with public and private
entities. Appropriations and funds available
to the United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice shall be available for repair of damage to
public roads within and adjacent to reserva-
tion areas caused by operations of the Serv-
ice; options for the purchase of land at not to
exceed $1 for each option; facilities incident
to such public recreational uses on conserva-
tion areas as are consistent with their pri-
mary purpose; and the maintenance and im-
provement of aquaria, buildings, and other
facilities under the jurisdiction of the Serv-
ice and to which the United States has title,
and which are used pursuant to law in con-
nection with management, and investigation
of fish and wildlife resources: Provided, That
notwithstanding 44 U.S.C. 501, the Service
may, under cooperative cost sharing and
partnership arrangements authorized by law,
procure printing services from cooperators
in connection with jointly produced publica-
tions for which the cooperators share at
least one-half the cost of printing either in
cash or services and the Service determines
the cooperator is capable of meeting accept-
ed quality standards: Provided further, That
the Service may accept donated aircraft as
replacements for existing aircraft: Provided
further, That notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302,
all fees collected for non-toxic shot review
and approval shall be deposited under the
heading ‘‘United States Fish and Wildlife
Service—Resource Management’ and shall
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be available to the Secretary, without fur-
ther appropriation, to be used for expenses of
processing of such non-toxic shot type or
coating applications and revising regulations
as necessary, and shall remain available
until expended.
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
OPERATION OF THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM
For expenses necessary for the manage-
ment, operation, and maintenance of areas
and facilities administered by the National
Park Service and for the general administra-
tion of the National Park Service,
$2,500,369,000, of which $10,032,000 for planning
and interagency coordination in support of
Everglades restoration and $141,961,000 for
maintenance, repair, or rehabilitation
projects for constructed assets and
$149,075,000 for cyclic maintenance projects
for constructed assets shall remain available
until September 30, 2020: Provided, That
funds appropriated under this heading in this
Act are available for the purposes of section
5 of Public Law 95-348.

NATIONAL RECREATION AND PRESERVATION

For expenses necessary to carry out recre-
ation programs, natural programs, cultural
programs, heritage partnership programs,
environmental compliance and review, inter-
national park affairs, and grant administra-
tion, not otherwise provided for, $64,138,000.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND

For expenses necessary in carrying out the
National Historic Preservation Act (division
A of subtitle III of title 54, United States
Code), $88,910,000, to be derived from the His-
toric Preservation Fund and to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2020: Provided, That
of the funds provided for the Historic Preser-
vation Fund, $500,000 is for competitive
grants for the survey and nomination of
properties to the National Register of His-
toric Places and as National Historic Land-
marks associated with communities cur-
rently under-represented, as determined by
the Secretary, $13,000,000 is for competitive
grants to preserve the sites and stories of the
Civil Rights movement, $5,000,000 is for
grants to Historically Black Colleges and
Universities, and $5,000,000 is for competitive
grants for the restoration of historic prop-
erties of national, State and local signifi-
cance listed on or eligible for inclusion on
the National Register of Historic Places, to
be made without imposing the usage or di-
rect grant restrictions of section 101(e)(3) (54
U.S.C. 302904) of the National Historical
Preservation Act: Provided further, That such
competitive grants shall be made without
imposing the matching requirements in sec-
tion 302902(b)(3) of title 54, United States
Code, to States and Indian tribes as defined
in chapter 3003 of such title, Native Hawaiian
organizations, local governments, including
Certified Local Governments, and non-profit
organizations.

CONSTRUCTION

For construction, improvements, repair, or
replacement of physical facilities, and com-
pliance and planning for programs and areas
administered by the National Park Service,
$364,704,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That notwithstanding any
other provision of law, for any project ini-
tially funded in fiscal year 2019 with a future
phase indicated in the National Park Service
5-Year Line Item Construction Plan, a single
procurement may be issued which includes
the full scope of the project: Provided further,
That the solicitation and contract shall con-
tain the clause availability of funds found at
48 CFR 52.232-18: Provided further, That Na-
tional Park Service Donations, Park Conces-
sions Franchise Fees, and Recreation Fees
may be made available for the cost of adjust-
ments and changes within the original scope
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of effort for projects funded by the National
Park Service Construction appropriation:
Provided further, That the Secretary of the
Interior shall consult with the Committees
on Appropriations, in accordance with cur-
rent reprogramming thresholds, prior to
making any charges authorized by this sec-
tion.

LAND ACQUISITION AND STATE ASSISTANCE

For expenses necessary to carry out chap-
ter 2003 of title 54, United States Code, in-
cluding administrative expenses, and for ac-
quisition of lands or waters, or interest
therein, in accordance with the statutory au-
thority applicable to the National Park
Service, $174,444,000, to be derived from the
Land and Water Conservation Fund and to
remain available until expended, of which
$124,006,000 is for the State assistance pro-
gram and of which $15,000,000 shall be for the
American Battlefield Protection Program
grants as authorized by chapter 3081 of title
54, United States Code.

CENTENNIAL CHALLENGE

For expenses necessary to carry out the
provisions of section 101701 of title 54, United
States Code, relating to challenge cost share
agreements, $23,000,000, to remain available
until expended, for Centennial Challenge
projects and programs: Provided, That not
less than 50 percent of the total cost of each
project or program shall be derived from
non-Federal sources in the form of donated
cash, assets, or a pledge of donation guaran-
teed by an irrevocable letter of credit.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

In addition to other uses set forth in sec-
tion 101917(c)(2) of title 54, United States
Code, franchise fees credited to a sub-ac-
count shall be available for expenditure by
the Secretary, without further appropria-
tion, for use at any unit within the National
Park System to extinguish or reduce liabil-
ity for Possessory Interest or leasehold sur-
render interest. Such funds may only be used
for this purpose to the extent that the bene-
fitting unit anticipated franchise fee receipts
over the term of the contract at that unit
exceed the amount of funds used to extin-
guish or reduce liability. Franchise fees at
the benefitting unit shall be credited to the
sub-account of the originating unit over a
period not to exceed the term of a single con-
tract at the benefitting unit, in the amount
of funds so expended to extinguish or reduce
liability.

For the costs of administration of the
Land and Water Conservation Fund grants
authorized by section 105(a)(2)(B) of the Gulf
of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 (Pub-
lic Law 109-432), the National Park Service
may retain up to 3 percent of the amounts
which are authorized to be disbursed under
such section, such retained amounts to re-
main available until expended.

National Park Service funds may be trans-
ferred to the Federal Highway Administra-
tion (FHWA), Department of Transportation,
for purposes authorized under 23 U.S.C. 204.
Transfers may include a reasonable amount
for FHWA administrative support costs.

UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND RESEARCH

For expenses necessary for the United
States Geological Survey to perform sur-
veys, investigations, and research covering
topography, geology, hydrology, biology, and
the mineral and water resources of the
United States, its territories and posses-
sions, and other areas as authorized by 43
U.S.C. 31, 1332, and 1340; classify lands as to
their mineral and water resources; give engi-
neering supervision to power permittees and
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission li-
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censees; administer the minerals exploration
program (30 U.S.C. 641); conduct inquiries
into the economic conditions affecting min-
ing and materials processing industries (30
U.S.C. 3, 21a, and 1603; 50 U.S.C. 98g(1)) and
related purposes as authorized by law; and to
publish and disseminate data relative to the
foregoing activities; $1,148,457,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2020; of which
$84,337,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for satellite operations; and of which
$15,164,000 shall be available until expended
for deferred maintenance and capital im-
provement projects that exceed $100,000 in
cost: Provided, That none of the funds pro-
vided for the ecosystem research activity
shall be used to conduct new surveys on pri-
vate property, unless specifically authorized
in writing by the property owner: Provided
further, That no part of this appropriation
shall be used to pay more than one-half the
cost of topographic mapping or water re-
sources data collection and investigations
carried on in cooperation with States and
municipalities.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

From within the amount appropriated for
activities of the United States Geological
Survey such sums as are necessary shall be
available for contracting for the furnishing
of topographic maps and for the making of
geophysical or other specialized surveys
when it is administratively determined that
such procedures are in the public interest;
construction and maintenance of necessary
buildings and appurtenant facilities; acquisi-
tion of lands for gauging stations, observa-
tion wells, and seismic equipment; expenses
of the United States National Committee for
Geological Sciences; and payment of com-
pensation and expenses of persons employed
by the Survey duly appointed to represent
the United States in the negotiation and ad-
ministration of interstate compacts: Pro-
vided, That activities funded by appropria-
tions herein made may be accomplished
through the use of contracts, grants, or coop-
erative agreements as defined in section 6302
of title 31, United States Code: Provided fur-
ther, That the United States Geological Sur-
vey may enter into contracts or cooperative
agreements directly with individuals or indi-
rectly with institutions or nonprofit organi-
zations, without regard to 41 U.S.C. 6101, for
the temporary or intermittent services of
students or recent graduates, who shall be
considered employees for the purpose of
chapters 57 and 81 of title 5, United States
Code, relating to compensation for travel
and work injuries, and chapter 171 of title 28,
United States Code, relating to tort claims,
but shall not be considered to be Federal em-
ployees for any other purposes.

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT
OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT

For expenses necessary for granting and
administering leases, easements, rights-of-
way and agreements for use for oil and gas,
other minerals, energy, and marine-related
purposes on the Outer Continental Shelf and
approving operations related thereto, as au-
thorized by law; for environmental studies,
as authorized by law; for implementing other
laws and to the extent provided by Presi-
dential or Secretarial delegation; and for
matching grants or cooperative agreements,
$179,266,000, of which $129,450,000 is to remain
available until September 30, 2020, and of
which $49,816,000 is to remain available until
expended: Provided, That this total appro-
priation shall be reduced by amounts col-
lected by the Secretary and credited to this
appropriation from additions to receipts re-
sulting from increases to lease rental rates
in effect on August 5, 1993, and from cost re-
covery fees from activities conducted by the
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Bureau of Ocean Energy Management pursu-
ant to the Outer Continental Shelf Lands
Act, including studies, assessments, anal-
ysis, and miscellaneous administrative ac-
tivities: Provided further, That the sum here-
in appropriated shall be reduced as such col-
lections are received during the fiscal year,
so as to result in a final fiscal year 2019 ap-
propriation estimated at not more than
$129,450,000: Provided further, That not to ex-
ceed $3,000 shall be available for reasonable
expenses related to promoting volunteer
beach and marine cleanup activities.
BUREAU OF SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL
ENFORCEMENT

OFFSHORE SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL
ENFORCEMENT

For expenses necessary for the regulation
of operations related to leases, easements,
rights-of-way and agreements for use for oil
and gas, other minerals, energy, and marine-
related purposes on the Outer Continental
Shelf, as authorized by law; for enforcing and
implementing laws and regulations as au-
thorized by law and to the extent provided
by Presidential or Secretarial delegation;
and for matching grants or cooperative
agreements, $145,475,000, of which $121,351,000
is to remain available until September 30,
2020, and of which $24,124,000 is to remain
available until expended: Provided, That this
total appropriation shall be reduced by
amounts collected by the Secretary and
credited to this appropriation from additions
to receipts resulting from increases to lease
rental rates in effect on August 5, 1993, and
from cost recovery fees from activities con-
ducted by the Bureau of Safety and Environ-
mental Enforcement pursuant to the Outer
Continental Shelf Lands Act, including stud-
ies, assessments, analysis, and miscellaneous
administrative activities: Provided further,
That the sum herein appropriated shall be
reduced as such collections are received dur-
ing the fiscal year, so as to result in a final
fiscal year 2019 appropriation estimated at
not more than $121,351,000.

For an additional amount, $41,765,000, to
remain available until expended, to be re-
duced by amounts collected by the Secretary
and credited to this appropriation, which
shall be derived from non-refundable inspec-
tion fees collected in fiscal year 2019, as pro-
vided in this Act: Provided, That to the ex-
tent that amounts realized from such inspec-
tion fees exceed $41,765,000, the amounts real-
ized in excess of $41,765,000 shall be credited
to this appropriation and remain available
until expended: Provided further, That for fis-
cal year 2019, not less than 50 percent of the
inspection fees expended by the Bureau of
Safety and Environmental Enforcement will
be used to fund personnel and mission-re-
lated costs to expand capacity and expedite
the orderly development, subject to environ-
mental safeguards, of the Outer Continental
Shelf pursuant to the Outer Continental
Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.), in-
cluding the review of applications for per-
mits to drill.

OIL SPILL RESEARCH

For necessary expenses to carry out title I,
section 1016, title IV, sections 4202 and 4303,
title VII, and title VIII, section 8201 of the
0Oil Pollution Act of 1990, $12,700,000, which
shall be derived from the Oil Spill Liability
Trust Fund, to remain available until ex-
pended.

OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING RECLAMATION AND
ENFORCEMENT
REGULATION AND TECHNOLOGY

For necessary expenses to carry out the
provisions of the Surface Mining Control and
Reclamation Act of 1977, Public Law 95-87,
$114,900,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2020: Provided, That appropria-
tions for the Office of Surface Mining Rec-
lamation and Enforcement may provide for
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the travel and per diem expenses of State
and tribal personnel attending Office of Sur-
face Mining Reclamation and Enforcement
sponsored training.

In addition, for costs to review, admin-
ister, and enforce permits issued by the Of-
fice pursuant to section 507 of Public Law 95—
87 (30 U.S.C. 1257), $40,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That fees as-
sessed and collected by the Office pursuant
to such section 507 shall be credited to this
account as discretionary offsetting collec-
tions, to remain available until expended:
Provided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated from the general fund shall be re-
duced as collections are received during the
fiscal year, so as to result in a fiscal year
2019 appropriation estimated at not more
than $114,900,000.

ABANDONED MINE RECLAMATION FUND

For necessary expenses to carry out title
IV of the Surface Mining Control and Rec-
lamation Act of 1977, Public Law 95-87,
$22,952,000, to be derived from receipts of the
Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund and to
remain available until expended: Provided,
That pursuant to Public Law 97-365, the De-
partment of the Interior is authorized to use
up to 20 percent from the recovery of the de-
linquent debt owed to the United States Gov-
ernment to pay for contracts to collect these
debts: Provided further, That funds made
available under title IV of Public Law 95-87
may be used for any required non-Federal
share of the cost of projects funded by the
Federal Government for the purpose of envi-
ronmental restoration related to treatment
or abatement of acid mine drainage from
abandoned mines: Provided further, That such
projects must be consistent with the pur-
poses and priorities of the Surface Mining
Control and Reclamation Act: Provided fur-
ther, That amounts provided under this head-
ing may be used for the travel and per diem
expenses of State and tribal personnel at-
tending Office of Surface Mining Reclama-
tion and Enforcement sponsored training.

In addition, $115,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for grants to States and
federally recognized Indian Tribes for rec-
lamation of abandoned mine lands and other
related activities in accordance with the
terms and conditions in the report accom-
panying this Act: Provided, That such addi-
tional amount shall be used for economic
and community development in conjunction
with the priorities in section 403(a) of the
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation
Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1233(a)): Provided fur-
ther, That of such additional amount,
$75,000,000 shall be distributed in equal
amounts to the 3 Appalachian States with
the greatest amount of unfunded needs to
meet the priorities described in paragraphs
(1) and (2) of such section, $30,000,000 shall be
distributed in equal amounts to the 3 Appa-
lachian States with the subsequent greatest
amount of unfunded needs to meet such pri-
orities, and $10,000,000 shall be for grants to
federally recognized Indian Tribes without
regard to their status as certified or
uncertified under the Surface Mining Con-
trol and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C.
1233(a)), for reclamation of abandoned mine
lands and other related activities in accord-
ance with the terms and conditions in the re-
port accompanying this Act and shall be
used for economic and community develop-
ment in conjunction with the priorities in
section 403(a) of the Surface Mining Control
and Reclamation Act of 1977: Provided fur-
ther, That such additional amount shall be
allocated to States and Indian Tribes within
60 days after the date of enactment of this
Act.
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BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS AND BUREAU OF
INDIAN EDUCATION
OPERATION OF INDIAN PROGRAMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For expenses necessary for the operation of
Indian programs, as authorized by law, in-
cluding the Snyder Act of November 2, 1921
(25 U.S.C. 13), the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act of 1975 (25
U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), the Education Amend-
ments of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 2001-2019), and the
Tribally Controlled Schools Act of 1988 (25
U.S.C. 2501 et seq.), $2,403,890,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2020, except as
otherwise provided herein; of which not to
exceed $8,500 may be for official reception
and representation expenses; of which not to
exceed $76,000,000 shall be for welfare assist-
ance payments: Provided, That in cases of
designated Federal disasters, the Secretary
may exceed such cap, from the amounts pro-
vided herein, to provide for disaster relief to
Indian communities affected by the disaster:
Provided further, That federally recognized
Indian tribes and tribal organizations of fed-
erally recognized Indian tribes may use their
tribal priority allocations for unmet welfare
assistance costs: Provided further, That not
to exceed $680,673,000 for school operations
costs of Bureau-funded schools and other
education programs shall become available
on July 1, 2019, and shall remain available
until September 30, 2020: Provided further,
That not to exceed $54,174,000 shall remain
available until expended for housing im-
provement, road maintenance, attorney fees,
litigation support, land records improve-
ment, and the Navajo-Hopi Settlement Pro-
gram: Provided further, That notwithstanding
any other provision of law, including but not
limited to the Indian Self-Determination Act
of 1975 (25 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) and section 1128
of the Education Amendments of 1978 (25
U.S.C. 2008), not to exceed $81,036,000 within
and only from such amounts made available
for school operations shall be available for
administrative cost grants associated with
grants approved prior to July 1, 2019: Pro-
vided further, That any forestry funds allo-
cated to a federally recognized tribe which
remain unobligated as of September 30, 2020,
may be transferred during fiscal year 2021 to
an Indian forest land assistance account es-
tablished for the benefit of the holder of the
funds within the holder’s trust fund account:
Provided further, That any such unobligated
balances not so transferred shall expire on
September 30, 2021: Provided further, That in
order to enhance the safety of Bureau field
employees, the Bureau may use funds to pur-
chase uniforms or other identifying articles
of clothing for personnel.

CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS

For payments to tribes and tribal organi-
zations for contract support costs associated
with Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act agreements with the
Bureau of Indian Affairs for fiscal year 2019,
such sums as may be necessary, which shall
be available for obligation through Sep-
tember 30, 2020: Provided, That notwith-
standing any other provision of law, no
amounts made available under this heading
shall be available for transfer to another
budget account.

CONSTRUCTION
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For construction, repair, improvement,
and maintenance of irrigation and power sys-
tems, buildings, utilities, and other facili-
ties, including architectural and engineering
services by contract; acquisition of lands,
and interests in lands; and preparation of
lands for farming, and for construction of
the Navajo Indian Irrigation Project pursu-
ant to Public Law 87-483; $359,419,000, to re-
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main available until expended: Provided,
That such amounts as may be available for
the construction of the Navajo Indian Irriga-
tion Project may be transferred to the Bu-
reau of Reclamation: Provided further, That
not to exceed 6 percent of contract authority
available to the Bureau of Indian Affairs
from the Federal Highway Trust Fund may
be used to cover the road program manage-
ment costs of the Bureau: Provided further,
That any funds provided for the Safety of
Dams program pursuant to the Act of No-
vember 2, 1921 (25 U.S.C. 13), shall be made
available on a nonreimbursable basis: Pro-
vided further, That for fiscal year 2019, in im-
plementing new construction, replacement
facilities construction, or facilities improve-
ment and repair project grants in excess of
$100,000 that are provided to grant schools
under Public Law 100-297, the Secretary of
the Interior shall use the Administrative and
Audit Requirements and Cost Principles for
Assistance Programs contained in part 12 of
title 43, Code of Federal Regulations, as the
regulatory requirements: Provided further,
That such grants shall not be subject to sec-
tion 12.61 of title 43, Code of Federal Regula-
tions; the Secretary and the grantee shall
negotiate and determine a schedule of pay-
ments for the work to be performed: Provided
further, That in considering grant applica-
tions, the Secretary shall consider whether
such grantee would be deficient in assuring
that the construction projects conform to
applicable building standards and codes and
Federal, tribal, or State health and safety
standards as required by section 1125(b) of
title XI of Public Law 95-561 (25 U.S.C.
2005(b)), with respect to organizational and
financial management capabilities: Provided
further, That if the Secretary declines a
grant application, the Secretary shall follow
the requirements contained in section 5206(f)
of Public Law 100-297 (25 U.S.C. 2504(f)): Pro-
vided further, That any disputes between the
Secretary and any grantee concerning a
grant shall be subject to the disputes provi-
sion in section 5208(e) of Public Law 107-110
(26 U.S.C. 2507(e)): Provided further, That in
order to ensure timely completion of con-
struction projects, the Secretary may as-
sume control of a project and all funds re-
lated to the project, if, within 18 months of
the date of enactment of this Act, any grant-
ee receiving funds appropriated in this Act
or in any prior Act, has not completed the
planning and design phase of the project and
commenced construction: Provided further,
That this appropriation may be reimbursed
from the Office of the Special Trustee for
American Indians appropriation for the ap-
propriate share of construction costs for
space expansion needed in agency offices to
meet trust reform implementation.

INDIAN LAND AND WATER CLAIM SETTLEMENTS
AND MISCELLANEOUS PAYMENTS TO INDIANS
For payments and necessary administra-

tive expenses for implementation of Indian
land and water claim settlements pursuant
to Public Laws 99-264, 100-580, 101-618, 111-11,
111-291, and 114-322, and for implementation
of other land and water rights settlements,
$565,457,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That the Secretary shall
make payments in such amounts as nec-
essary to satisfy the total authorized
amount for the Navajo Nation Water Rights
Trust Fund.

INDIAN GUARANTEED LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For the cost of guaranteed loans and in-
sured loans, $9,279,000, of which $1,252,000 is
for administrative expenses, as authorized by
the Indian Financing Act of 1974: Provided,
That such costs, including the cost of modi-
fying such loans, shall be as defined in sec-
tion 502 of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974: Provided further, That these funds are
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available to subsidize total loan principal,

any part of which is to be guaranteed or in-

sured, not to exceed $123,565,389.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

The Bureau of Indian Affairs may carry
out the operation of Indian programs by di-
rect expenditure, contracts, cooperative
agreements, compacts, and grants, either di-
rectly or in cooperation with States and
other organizations.

Notwithstanding Public Law 87-279 (25
U.S.C. 15), the Bureau of Indian Affairs may
contract for services in support of the man-
agement, operation, and maintenance of the
Power Division of the San Carlos Irrigation
Project.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no funds available to the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs for central office oversight and
Executive Direction and Administrative
Services (except executive direction and ad-
ministrative services funding for Tribal Pri-
ority Allocations, regional offices, and facili-
ties operations and maintenance) shall be
available for contracts, grants, compacts, or
cooperative agreements with the Bureau of
Indian Affairs under the provisions of the In-
dian Self-Determination Act or the Tribal
Self-Governance Act of 1994 (Public Law 103-
413).

In the event any tribe returns appropria-
tions made available by this Act to the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs, this action shall not
diminish the Federal Government’s trust re-
sponsibility to that tribe, or the govern-
ment-to-government relationship between
the United States and that tribe, or that
tribe’s ability to access future appropria-
tions.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no funds available to the Bureau of In-
dian Education, other than the amounts pro-
vided herein for assistance to public schools
under 25 U.S.C. 452 et seq., shall be available
to support the operation of any elementary
or secondary school in the State of Alaska.

No funds available to the Bureau of Indian
Education shall be used to support expanded
grades for any school or dormitory beyond
the grade structure in place or approved by
the Secretary of the Interior at each school
in the Bureau of Indian Education school
system as of October 1, 1995, except that the
Secretary of the Interior may waive this pro-
hibition to support expansion of up to one
additional grade when the Secretary deter-
mines such waiver is needed to support ac-
complishment of the mission of the Bureau
of Indian Education, or more than one grade
to expand the elementary grade structure for
Bureau-funded schools with a K-2 grade
structure on October 1, 1996. Appropriations
made available in this or any prior Act for
schools funded by the Bureau shall be avail-
able, in accordance with the Bureau’s fund-
ing formula, only to the schools in the Bu-
reau school system as of September 1, 1996,
and to any school or school program that
was reinstated in fiscal year 2012. Funds
made available under this Act may not be
used to establish a charter school at a Bu-
reau-funded school (as that term is defined
in section 1141 of the Education Amendments
of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 2021)), except that a charter
school that is in existence on the date of the
enactment of this Act and that has operated
at a Bureau-funded school before September
1, 1999, may continue to operate during that
period, but only if the charter school pays to
the Bureau a pro rata share of funds to reim-
burse the Bureau for the use of the real and
personal property (including buses and vans),
the funds of the charter school are kept sepa-
rate and apart from Bureau funds, and the
Bureau does not assume any obligation for
charter school programs of the State in
which the school is located if the charter
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school loses such funding. Employees of Bu-
reau-funded schools sharing a campus with a
charter school and performing functions re-
lated to the charter school’s operation and
employees of a charter school shall not be
treated as Federal employees for purposes of
chapter 171 of title 28, United States Code.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, including section 113 of title I of appen-
dix C of Public Law 106-113, if in fiscal year
2003 or 2004 a grantee received indirect and
administrative costs pursuant to a distribu-
tion formula based on section 5(f) of Public
Law 101-301, the Secretary shall continue to
distribute indirect and administrative cost
funds to such grantee using the section 5(f)
distribution formula.

Funds available under this Act may not be
used to establish satellite locations of
schools in the Bureau school system as of
September 1, 1996, except that the Secretary
may waive this prohibition in order for an
Indian tribe to provide language and cultural
immersion educational programs for non-
public schools located within the jurisdic-
tional area of the tribal government which
exclusively serve tribal members, do not in-
clude grades beyond those currently served
at the existing Bureau-funded school, pro-
vide an educational environment with educa-
tor presence and academic facilities com-
parable to the Bureau-funded school, comply
with all applicable Tribal, Federal, or State
health and safety standards, and the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, and demonstrate
the benefits of establishing operations at a
satellite location in lieu of incurring ex-
traordinary costs, such as for transportation
or other impacts to students such as those
caused by busing students extended dis-
tances: Provided, That no funds available
under this Act may be used to fund oper-
ations, maintenance, rehabilitation, con-
struction or other facilities-related costs for
such assets that are not owned by the Bu-
reau: Provided further, That the term ‘‘sat-
ellite school” means a school location phys-
ically separated from the existing Bureau
school by more than 50 miles but that forms
part of the existing school in all other re-
spects.

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICES
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
DEPARTMENTAL OPERATIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for management of
the Department of the Interior and for
grants and cooperative agreements, as au-
thorized by law, $134,673,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2020; of which not to
exceed $15,000 may be for official reception
and representation expenses; and of which up
to $1,000,000 shall be available for workers
compensation payments and unemployment
compensation payments associated with the
orderly closure of the United States Bureau
of Mines; and of which $9,000,000 for the Of-
fice of Valuation Services is to be derived
from the Land and Water Conservation Fund
and shall remain available until expended;
and of which $9,704,000 for Indian land, min-
eral, and resource valuation activities shall
remain available until expended: Provided,
That funds for Indian land, mineral, and re-
source valuation activities may, as needed,
be transferred to and merged with the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs and Bureau of Indian
Education ‘“‘Operation of Indian Programs’
account and the Office of the Special Trustee
for American Indians ‘‘Federal Trust Pro-
grams’’ account: Provided further, That funds
made available through contracts or grants
obligated during fiscal year 2019, as author-
ized by the Indian Self-Determination Act of
1975 (256 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), shall remain
available until expended by the contractor or
grantee.
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ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

For fiscal year 2019, up to $400,000 of the
payments authorized by chapter 69 of title
31, United States Code, may be retained for
administrative expenses of the Payments in
Lieu of Taxes Program: Provided, That the
amounts provided under this Act specifically
for the Payments in Lieu of Taxes program
are the only amounts available for payments
authorized under chapter 69 of title 31,
United States Code: Provided further, That in
the event the sums appropriated for any fis-
cal year for payments pursuant to this chap-
ter are insufficient to make the full pay-
ments authorized by that chapter to all
units of local government, then the payment
to each local government shall be made pro-
portionally: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may make adjustments to payment to
individual units of local government to cor-
rect for prior overpayments or underpay-
ments: Provided further, That no payment
shall be made pursuant to that chapter to
otherwise eligible units of local government
if the computed amount of the payment is
less than $100.

INSULAR AFFAIRS
ASSISTANCE TO TERRITORIES

For expenses necessary for assistance to
territories under the jurisdiction of the De-
partment of the Interior and other jurisdic-
tions identified in section 104(e) of Public
Law 108-188, $100,688,000, of which: (1)
$91,240,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for territorial assistance, including
general technical assistance, maintenance
assistance, disaster assistance, coral reef ini-
tiative activities, and brown tree snake con-
trol and research; grants to the judiciary in
American Samoa for compensation and ex-
penses, as authorized by law (48 U.S.C.
1661(c)); grants to the Government of Amer-
ican Samoa, in addition to current local rev-
enues, for construction and support of gov-
ernmental functions; grants to the Govern-
ment of the Virgin Islands, as authorized by
law; grants to the Government of Guam, as
authorized by law; and grants to the Govern-
ment of the Northern Mariana Islands , as
authorized by law (Public Law 94-241; 90
Stat. 272); and (2) $9,448,000 shall be available
until September 30, 2020, for salaries and ex-
penses of the Office of Insular Affairs: Pro-
vided, That all financial transactions of the
territorial and local governments herein pro-
vided for, including such transactions of all
agencies or instrumentalities established or
used by such governments, may be audited
by the Government Accountability Office, at
its discretion, in accordance with chapter 35
of title 31, United States Code: Provided fur-
ther, That Northern Mariana Islands Cov-
enant grant funding shall be provided ac-
cording to those terms of the Agreement of
the Special Representatives on Future
United States Financial Assistance for the
Northern Mariana Islands approved by Pub-
lic Law 104-134: Provided further, That the
funds for the program of operations and
maintenance improvement are appropriated
to institutionalize routine operations and
maintenance improvement of capital infra-
structure with territorial participation and
cost sharing to be determined by the Sec-
retary based on the grantee’s commitment
to timely maintenance of its capital assets:
Provided further, That any appropriation for
disaster assistance under this heading in this
Act or previous appropriations Acts may be
used as non-Federal matching funds for the
purpose of hazard mitigation grants provided
pursuant to section 404 of the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170c¢).

COMPACT OF FREE ASSOCIATION

For grants and necessary expenses,
$3,563,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, as provided for in sections 221(a)(2)
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and 233 of the Compact of Free Association
for the Republic of Palau; and section
221(a)(2) of the Compacts of Free Association
for the Government of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands and the Federated States of
Micronesia, as authorized by Public Law 99—
658 and Public Law 108-188.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

At the request of the Governor of Guam,
the Secretary may transfer discretionary
funds or mandatory funds provided under
section 104(e) of Public Law 108-188 and Pub-
lic Law 104-134, that are allocated for Guam,
to the Secretary of Agriculture for the sub-
sidy cost of direct or guaranteed loans, plus
not to exceed three percent of the amount of
the subsidy transferred for the cost of loan
administration, for the purposes authorized
by the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 and
section 306(a)(1) of the Comnsolidated Farm
and Rural Development Act for construction
and repair projects in Guam, and such funds
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That such costs, including the cost of
modifying such loans, shall be as defined in
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974: Provided further, That such loans or
loan guarantees may be made without regard
to the population of the area, credit else-
where requirements, and restrictions on the
types of eligible entities under the Rural
Electrification Act of 1936 and section
306(a)(1) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural
Development Act: Provided further, That any
funds transferred to the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall be in addition to funds other-
wise made available to make or guarantee
loans under such authorities.

OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Solicitor, $65,674,000.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, $52,486,000.

OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL TRUSTEE FOR
AMERICAN INDIANS

FEDERAL TRUST PROGRAMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the operation of trust programs for In-
dians by direct expenditure, contracts, coop-
erative agreements, compacts, and grants,
$112,380,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which not to exceed $19,016,000
from this or any other Act, may be available
for historical accounting: Provided, That
funds for trust management improvements
and litigation support may, as needed, be
transferred to or merged with the Bureau of
Indian Affairs and Bureau of Indian Edu-
cation, ‘‘Operation of Indian Programs’ ac-
count; the Office of the Solicitor, ‘‘Salaries
and Expenses’’ account; and the Office of the
Secretary, ‘‘Departmental Operations’” ac-
count: Provided further, That funds made
available through contracts or grants obli-
gated during fiscal year 2019, as authorized
by the Indian Self-Determination Act of 1975
(25 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), shall remain available
until expended by the contractor or grantee:
Provided further, That notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Secretary shall
not be required to provide a quarterly state-
ment of performance for any Indian trust ac-
count that has not had activity for at least
15 months and has a balance of $15 or less:
Provided further, That the Secretary shall
issue an annual account statement and
maintain a record of any such accounts and
shall permit the balance in each such ac-
count to be withdrawn upon the express writ-
ten request of the account holder: Provided
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further, That not to exceed $50,000 is avail-
able for the Secretary to make payments to
correct administrative errors of either dis-
bursements from or deposits to Individual
Indian Money or Tribal accounts after Sep-
tember 30, 2002: Provided further, That erro-
neous payments that are recovered shall be
credited to and remain available in this ac-
count for this purpose: Provided further, That
the Secretary shall not be required to rec-
oncile Special Deposit Accounts with a bal-
ance of less than $500 unless the Office of the
Special Trustee receives proof of ownership
from a Special Deposit Accounts claimant:
Provided further, That notwithstanding sec-
tion 102 of the American Indian Trust Fund
Management Reform Act of 1994 (Public Law
103-412) or any other provision of law, the
Secretary may aggregate the trust accounts
of individuals whose whereabouts are un-
known for a continuous period of at least
five years and shall not be required to gen-
erate periodic statements of performance for
the individual accounts: Provided further,
That with respect to the eighth proviso, the
Secretary shall continue to maintain suffi-
cient records to determine the balance of the
individual accounts, including any accrued
interest and income, and such funds shall re-
main available to the individual account
holders.

DEPARTMENT-WIDE PROGRAMS
WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for fire prepared-
ness, fire suppression operations, fire science
and research, emergency vrehabilitation,
fuels management activities, and rural fire
assistance by the Department of the Inte-
rior, $1,116,076,000, to remain available until
expended, of which not to exceed $18,427,000
shall be for the renovation or construction of
fire facilities: Provided, That such funds are
also available for repayment of advances to
other appropriation accounts from which
funds were previously transferred for such
purposes: Provided further, That of the funds
provided $188,000,000 is for fuels management
activities: Provided further, That of the funds
provided $20,470,000 is for burned area reha-
bilitation: Provided further, That persons
hired pursuant to 43 U.S.C. 1469 may be fur-
nished subsistence and lodging without cost
from funds available from this appropria-
tion: Provided further, That notwithstanding
42 U.S.C. 1856d, sums received by a bureau or
office of the Department of the Interior for
fire protection rendered pursuant to 42
U.S.C. 1856 et seq., protection of United
States property, may be credited to the ap-
propriation from which funds were expended
to provide that protection, and are available
without fiscal year limitation: Provided fur-
ther, That using the amounts designated
under this title of this Act, the Secretary of
the Interior may enter into procurement
contracts, grants, or cooperative agree-
ments, for fuels management activities, and
for training and monitoring associated with
such fuels management activities on Federal
land, or on adjacent non-Federal land for ac-
tivities that benefit resources on Federal
land: Provided further, That the costs of im-
plementing any cooperative agreement be-
tween the Federal Government and any non-
Federal entity may be shared, as mutually
agreed on by the affected parties: Provided
further, That notwithstanding requirements
of the Competition in Contracting Act, the
Secretary, for purposes of fuels management
activities, may obtain maximum practicable
competition among: (1) local private, non-
profit, or cooperative entities; (2) Youth Con-
servation Corps crews, Public Lands Corps
(Public Law 109-154), or related partnerships
with State, local, or nonprofit youth groups;
(3) small or micro-businesses; or (4) other en-
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tities that will hire or train locally a signifi-
cant percentage, defined as 50 percent or
more, of the project workforce to complete
such contracts: Provided further, That in im-
plementing this section, the Secretary shall
develop written guidance to field units to en-
sure accountability and consistent applica-
tion of the authorities provided herein: Pro-
vided further, That funds appropriated under
this heading may be used to reimburse the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service and
the National Marine Fisheries Service for
the costs of carrying out their responsibil-
ities under the Endangered Species Act of
1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) to consult and
conference, as required by section 7 of such
Act, in connection with wildland fire man-
agement activities: Provided further, That
the Secretary of the Interior may use
wildland fire appropriations to enter into
leases of real property with local govern-
ments, at or below fair market value, to con-
struct capitalized improvements for fire fa-
cilities on such leased properties, including
but not limited to fire guard stations, re-
tardant stations, and other initial attack
and fire support facilities, and to make ad-
vance payments for any such lease or for
construction activity associated with the
lease: Provided further, That the Secretary of
the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture
may authorize the transfer of funds appro-
priated for wildland fire management, in an
aggregate amount not to exceed $50,000,000,
between the Departments when such trans-
fers would facilitate and expedite wildland
fire management programs and projects: Pro-
vided further, That funds provided for wildfire
suppression shall be available for support of
Federal emergency response actions: Pro-
vided further, That funds appropriated under
this heading shall be available for assistance
to or through the Department of State in
connection with forest and rangeland re-
search, technical information, and assist-
ance in foreign countries, and, with the con-
currence of the Secretary of State, shall be
available to support forestry, wildland fire
management, and related natural resource
activities outside the United States and its
territories and possessions, including tech-
nical assistance, education and training, and
cooperation with United States and inter-
national organizations.
CENTRAL HAZARDOUS MATERIALS FUND

For necessary expenses of the Department
of the Interior and any of its component of-
fices and bureaus for the response action, in-
cluding associated activities, performed pur-
suant to the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
(42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.), $10,010,000, to remain
available until expended.

NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT

AND RESTORATION

NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT FUND

To conduct natural resource damage as-
sessment, restoration activities, and onshore
oil spill preparedness by the Department of
the Interior necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
(42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.), the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.),
the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2701 et
seq.), and 54 U.S.C. 100721 et seq., $7,767,000,
to remain available until expended.

WORKING CAPITAL FUND

For the operation and maintenance of a de-
partmental financial and business manage-
ment system, information technology im-
provements of general benefit to the Depart-
ment, cybersecurity, and the consolidation
of facilities and operations throughout the
Department, $56,735,000, to remain available
until expended: Provided, That none of the
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funds appropriated in this Act or any other
Act may be used to establish reserves in the
Working Capital Fund account other than
for accrued annual leave and depreciation of
equipment without prior approval of the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate: Provided
further, That the Secretary may assess rea-
sonable charges to State, local and tribal
government employees for training services
provided by the National Indian Program
Training Center, other than training related
to Public Law 93-638: Provided further, That
the Secretary may lease or otherwise provide
space and related facilities, equipment or
professional services of the National Indian
Program Training Center to State, local and
tribal government employees or persons or
organizations engaged in cultural, edu-
cational, or recreational activities (as de-
fined in section 3306(a) of title 40, United
States Code) at the prevailing rate for simi-
lar space, facilities, equipment, or services
in the vicinity of the National Indian Pro-
gram Training Center: Provided further, That
all funds received pursuant to the two pre-
ceding provisos shall be credited to this ac-
count, shall be available until expended, and
shall be used by the Secretary for necessary
expenses of the National Indian Program
Training Center: Provided further, That the
Secretary may enter into grants and cooper-
ative agreements to support the Office of
Natural Resource Revenue’s collection and
disbursement of royalties, fees, and other
mineral revenue proceeds, as authorized by
law.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION

There is hereby authorized for acquisition
from available resources within the Working
Capital Fund, aircraft which may be ob-
tained by donation, purchase or through
available excess surplus property: Provided,
That existing aircraft being replaced may be
sold, with proceeds derived or trade-in value
used to offset the purchase price for the re-
placement aircraft.

OFFICE OF NATURAL RESOURCES REVENUE

For necessary expenses for management of
the collection and disbursement of royalties,
fees, and other mineral revenue proceeds,
and for grants and cooperative agreements,
as authorized by law, $137,505,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2020; of which
$41,727,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for the purpose of mineral revenue
management activities: Provided, That not-
withstanding any other provision of law,
$15,000 shall be available for refunds of over-
payments in connection with certain Indian
leases in which the Secretary concurred with
the claimed refund due, to pay amounts owed
to Indian allottees or tribes, or to correct
prior unrecoverable erroneous payments.

GENERAL PROVISIONS, DEPARTMENT OF THE

INTERIOR
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)
EMERGENCY TRANSFER AUTHORITY—INTRA-
BUREAU

SEC. 101. Appropriations made in this title
shall be available for expenditure or transfer
(within each bureau or office), with the ap-
proval of the Secretary, for the emergency
reconstruction, replacement, or repair of air-
craft, buildings, utilities, or other facilities
or equipment damaged or destroyed by fire,
flood, storm, or other unavoidable causes:
Provided, That no funds shall be made avail-
able under this authority until funds specifi-
cally made available to the Department of
the Interior for emergencies shall have been
exhausted: Provided further, That all funds
used pursuant to this section must be replen-
ished by a supplemental appropriation,
which must be requested as promptly as pos-
sible.
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EMERGENCY TRANSFER AUTHORITY—
DEPARTMENT-WIDE

SEC. 102. The Secretary may authorize the
expenditure or transfer of any no year appro-
priation in this title, in addition to the
amounts included in the budget programs of
the several agencies, for the suppression or
emergency prevention of wildland fires on or
threatening lands under the jurisdiction of
the Department of the Interior; for the emer-
gency rehabilitation of burned-over lands
under its jurisdiction; for emergency actions
related to potential or actual earthquakes,
floods, volcanoes, storms, or other unavoid-
able causes; for contingency planning subse-
quent to actual oil spills; for response and
natural resource damage assessment activi-
ties related to actual oil spills or releases of
hazardous substances into the environment;
for the prevention, suppression, and control
of actual or potential grasshopper and Mor-
mon cricket outbreaks on lands under the ju-
risdiction of the Secretary, pursuant to the
authority in section 417(b) of Public Law 106—
224 (7 U.S.C. 7717(b)); for emergency reclama-
tion projects under section 410 of Public Law
95-87; and shall transfer, from any no year
funds available to the Office of Surface Min-
ing Reclamation and Enforcement, such
funds as may be necessary to permit assump-
tion of regulatory authority in the event a
primacy State is not carrying out the regu-
latory provisions of the Surface Mining Act:
Provided, That appropriations made in this
title for wildland fire operations shall be
available for the payment of obligations in-
curred during the preceding fiscal year, and
for reimbursement to other Federal agencies
for destruction of vehicles, aircraft, or other
equipment in connection with their use for
wildland fire operations, with such reim-
bursement to be credited to appropriations
currently available at the time of receipt
thereof: Provided further, That for wildland
fire operations, no funds shall be made avail-
able under this authority until the Secretary
determines that funds appropriated for
‘“‘wildland fire suppression” shall be ex-
hausted within 30 days: Provided further,
That all funds used pursuant to this section
must be replenished by a supplemental ap-
propriation, which must be requested as
promptly as possible: Provided further, That
such replenishment funds shall be used to re-
imburse, on a pro rata basis, accounts from
which emergency funds were transferred.

AUTHORIZED USE OF FUNDS

SEC. 103. Appropriations made to the De-
partment of the Interior in this title shall be
available for services as authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, when
authorized by the Secretary, in total amount
not to exceed $500,000; purchase and replace-
ment of motor vehicles, including specially
equipped law enforcement vehicles; hire,
maintenance, and operation of aircraft; hire
of passenger motor vehicles; purchase of re-
prints; payment for telephone service in pri-
vate residences in the field, when authorized
under regulations approved by the Secretary;
and the payment of dues, when authorized by
the Secretary, for library membership in so-
cieties or associations which issue publica-
tions to members only or at a price to mem-
bers lower than to subscribers who are not
members.

AUTHORIZED USE OF FUNDS, INDIAN TRUST
MANAGEMENT

SEC. 104. Appropriations made in this Act
under the headings Bureau of Indian Affairs
and Bureau of Indian Education, and Office
of the Special Trustee for American Indians
and any unobligated balances from prior ap-
propriations Acts made under the same head-
ings shall be available for expenditure or
transfer for Indian trust management and re-
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form activities. Total funding for historical

accounting activities shall not exceed

amounts specifically designated in this Act

for such purpose.

REDISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS, BUREAU OF INDIAN
AFFAIRS

SEC. 105. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary of the Interior is
authorized to redistribute any Tribal Pri-
ority Allocation funds, including tribal base
funds, to alleviate tribal funding inequities
by transferring funds to address identified,
unmet needs, dual enrollment, overlapping
service areas or inaccurate distribution
methodologies. No tribe shall receive a re-
duction in Tribal Priority Allocation funds
of more than 10 percent in fiscal year 2019.
Under circumstances of dual enrollment,
overlapping service areas or inaccurate dis-
tribution methodologies, the 10 percent limi-
tation does not apply.

ELLIS, GOVERNORS, AND LIBERTY ISLANDS

SEC. 106. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary of the Interior is
authorized to acquire lands, waters, or inter-
ests therein including the use of all or part
of any pier, dock, or landing within the
State of New York and the State of New Jer-
sey, for the purpose of operating and main-
taining facilities in the support of transpor-
tation and accommodation of visitors to
Ellis, Governors, and Liberty Islands, and of
other program and administrative activities,
by donation or with appropriated funds, in-
cluding franchise fees (and other monetary
consideration), or by exchange; and the Sec-
retary is authorized to negotiate and enter
into leases, subleases, concession contracts
or other agreements for the use of such fa-
cilities on such terms and conditions as the
Secretary may determine reasonable.

OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF INSPECTION FEES

SEC. 107. (a) In fiscal year 2019, the Sec-
retary shall collect a nonrefundable inspec-
tion fee, which shall be deposited in the ‘‘Off-
shore Safety and Environmental Enforce-
ment”’ account, from the designated operator
for facilities subject to inspection under 43
U.S.C. 1348(c).

(b) Annual fees shall be collected for facili-
ties that are above the waterline, excluding
drilling rigs, and are in place at the start of
the fiscal year. Fees for fiscal year 2019 shall
be:

(1) $10,500 for facilities with no wells, but
with processing equipment or gathering
lines;

(2) $17,000 for facilities with 1 to 10 wells,
with any combination of active or inactive
wells; and

(3) $31,500 for facilities with more than 10
wells, with any combination of active or in-
active wells.

(c) Fees for drilling rigs shall be assessed
for all inspections completed in fiscal year
2019. Fees for fiscal year 2019 shall be:

(1) $30,500 per inspection for rigs operating
in water depths of 500 feet or more; and

(2) $16,700 per inspection for rigs operating
in water depths of less than 500 feet.

(d) The Secretary shall bill designated op-
erators under subsection (b) within 60 days,
with payment required within 30 days of bill-
ing. The Secretary shall bill designated oper-
ators under subsection (c) within 30 days of
the end of the month in which the inspection
occurred, with payment required within 30
days of billing.

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT, REG-
ULATION AND ENFORCEMENT REORGANIZATION

SEC. 108. The Secretary of the Interior, in
order to implement a reorganization of the
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regu-
lation and Enforcement, may transfer funds
among and between the successor offices and
bureaus affected by the reorganization only
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in conformance with the reprogramming

guidelines described in the report accom-

panying this Act.

CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS FOR WILD HORSE
AND BURRO HOLDING FACILITIES

SEC. 109. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, the Secretary of the Interior
may enter into multiyear cooperative agree-
ments with nonprofit organizations and
other appropriate entities, and may enter
into multiyear contracts in accordance with
the provisions of section 3903 of title 41,
United States Code (except that the 5-year
term restriction in subsection (a) shall not
apply), for the long-term care and mainte-
nance of excess wild free roaming horses and
burros by such organizations or entities on
private land. Such cooperative agreements
and contracts may not exceed 10 years, sub-
ject to renewal at the discretion of the Sec-
retary.

MASS MARKING OF SALMONIDS

SEC. 110. The United States Fish and Wild-
life Service shall, in carrying out its respon-
sibilities to protect threatened and endan-
gered species of salmon, implement a system
of mass marking of salmonid stocks, in-
tended for harvest, that are released from
federally operated or federally financed
hatcheries including but not limited to fish
releases of coho, chinook, and steelhead spe-
cies. Marked fish must have a visible mark
that can be readily identified by commercial
and recreational fishers.

CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS WITH INDIAN
AFFAIRS

SEC. 111. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, during fiscal year 2019, in car-
rying out work involving cooperation with
State, local, and tribal governments or any
political subdivision thereof, Indian Affairs
may record obligations against accounts re-
ceivable from any such entities, except that
total obligations at the end of the fiscal year
shall not exceed total budgetary resources
available at the end of the fiscal year.

HUMANE TRANSFER OF EXCESS ANIMALS

SEC. 112. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary of the Interior
may transfer excess wild horses or burros
that have been removed from the public
lands to other Federal, State, and local gov-
ernment agencies for use as work animals:
Provided, That the Secretary may make any
such transfer immediately upon request of
such Federal, State, or local government
agency: Provided further, That any excess
animal transferred under this provision shall
lose its status as a wild free-roaming horse
or burro as defined in the Wild Free-Roaming
Horses and Burros Act: Provided further, That
any Federal, State, or local government
agency receiving excess wild horses or burros
as authorized in this section shall not: de-
stroy the horses or burros in a way that re-
sults in their destruction into commercial
products; sell or otherwise transfer the
horses or burros in a way that results in
their destruction for processing into com-
mercial products; or euthanize the horses or
burros except upon the recommendation of a
licensed veterinarian, in cases of severe in-
jury, illness, or advanced age.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR EXPERIENCED
SERVICES PROGRAM

SEC. 113. (a) Notwithstanding any other
provision of law relating to Federal grants
and cooperative agreements, the Secretary
of the Interior is authorized to make grants
to, or enter into cooperative agreements
with, private nonprofit organizations des-
ignated by the Secretary of Labor under title
V of the Older Americans Act of 1965 to uti-
lize the talents of older Americans in pro-
grams authorized by other provisions of law
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administered by the Secretary and con-
sistent with such provisions of law.

(b) Prior to awarding any grant or agree-
ment under subsection (a), the Secretary
shall ensure that the agreement would not—

(1) result in the displacement of individ-
uals currently employed by the Department,
including partial displacement through re-
duction of non-overtime hours, wages, or em-
ployment benefits;

(2) result in the use of an individual under
the Department of the Interior Experienced
Services Program for a job or function in a
case in which a Federal employee is in a lay-
off status from the same or substantially
equivalent job within the Department; or

(3) affect existing contracts for services.

PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES (PILT)

SEC. 114. Section 6906 of title 31, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘fiscal
year 2018’ and inserting ‘‘fiscal year 2019.

SAGE-GROUSE

SEC. 115. None of the funds made available
by this or any other Act may be used by the
Secretary of the Interior to write or issue
pursuant to section 4 of the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 15633)—

(1) a proposed rule for greater sage-grouse
(Centrocercus urophasianus);

(2) a proposed rule for the Columbia basin
distinct population segment of greater sage-
grouse.

TECHNICAL CORRECTION

SEC. 116. Division II of Public Law 104-333
(54 U.S.C. 320101 note), as amended by section
116(b)(2) of Public Law 114-113, is amended in
each of sections 208, 310, and 607, by striking
€2017 and inserting ¢‘2019”°.

TITLE II
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

For science and technology, including re-
search and development activities, which
shall include research and development ac-
tivities under the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-
ity Act of 1980; necessary expenses for per-
sonnel and related costs and travel expenses;
procurement of laboratory equipment and
supplies; and other operating expenses in
support of research and development,
$717,723,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2020: Provided, That of the funds
included under this heading, $5,000,000 shall
be for Research: National Priorities as speci-
fied in the report accompanying this Act:
Provided further, That of unobligated bal-
ances from appropriations made available
under this heading, $11,250,000 are perma-
nently rescinded: Provided further, That no
amounts may be rescinded pursuant to the
preceding proviso from amounts made avail-
able in the first proviso for Research: Na-
tional Priorities.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS AND MANAGEMENT
(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

For environmental programs and manage-
ment, including necessary expenses, not oth-
erwise provided for, for personnel and related
costs and travel expenses; hire of passenger
motor vehicles; hire, maintenance, and oper-
ation of aircraft; purchase of reprints; li-
brary memberships in societies or associa-
tions which issue publications to members
only or at a price to members lower than to
subscribers who are not members; adminis-
trative costs of the brownfields program
under the Small Business Liability Relief
and Brownfields Revitalization Act of 2002;
implementation of a coal combustion resid-
ual permit program under section 2301 of the
Water and Waste Act of 2016; and not to ex-
ceed $9,000 for official reception and rep-
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resentation expenses, $2,659,675,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2020: Pro-
vided, That of the funds included under this
heading, $15,000,000 shall be for Environ-
mental Protection: National Priorities as
specified in the report accompanying this
Act: Provided further, That of the funds in-
cluded under this heading, $454,958,000 shall
be for Geographic Programs specified in the
report accompanying this Act: Provided fur-
ther, That of the unobligated balances from
appropriations made available under this
heading, $61,676,000 are permanently re-
scinded: Provided further, That no amounts
may be rescinded pursuant to the preceding
proviso from amounts made available in the
first proviso for Environmental Protection:
National Priorities, from amounts made
available in the second proviso for Geo-
graphic Programs, or from the National Es-
tuary Program (33 U.S.C. 1330).

In addition, $5,000,000 to remain available
until expended, for necessary expenses of ac-
tivities described in section 26(b)(1) of the
Toxic Substances Control Act (15 U.S.C.
2625(b)(1)): Provided, That fees collected pur-
suant to that section of that Act and depos-
ited in the “T'SCA Service Fee Fund” as dis-
cretionary offsetting receipts in fiscal year
2019 shall be retained and used for necessary
salaries and expenses in this appropriation
and shall remain available until expended:
Provided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated in this paragraph from the general
fund for fiscal year 2019 shall be reduced by
the amount of discretionary offsetting re-
ceipts received during fiscal year 2019, so as
to result in a final fiscal year 2019 appropria-
tion from the general fund estimated at not
more than $0: Provided further, That to the
extent that amounts realized from such re-
ceipts exceed $5,000,000, those amount in ex-
cess of $5,000,000 shall be deposited in the
“TSCA Service Fee Fund” as discretionary
offsetting receipts in fiscal year 2019, shall be
retained and used for necessary salaries and
expenses in this account, and shall remain
available until expended: Provided further,
That of the funds included in the first para-
graph under this heading, the Chemical Risk
Review and Reduction program project shall
be allocated for this fiscal year, excluding
the amount of any fees appropriated, not less
than the amount of appropriations for that
program project for fiscal year 2014.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978,
$41,489,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2020.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For construction, repair, improvement, ex-
tension, alteration, and purchase of fixed
equipment or facilities of, or for use by, the
Environmental Protection Agency,
$34,467,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE SUPERFUND
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses to carry out the
Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980
(CERCLA), including sections 111(c)(3), (c)(b),
(c)(6), and (e)(4) (42 U.S.C. 9611) $1,091,947,000,
to remain available until expended, con-
sisting of such sums as are available in the
Trust Fund on September 30, 2018, as author-
ized by section 517(a) of the Superfund
Amendments and Reauthorization Act of
1986 (SARA) and up to $1,091,947,000 as a pay-
ment from general revenues to the Haz-
ardous Substance Superfund for purposes as
authorized by section 517(b) of SARA: Pro-
vided, That funds appropriated under this
heading may be allocated to other Federal
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agencies in accordance with section 111(a) of
CERCLA: Provided further, That of the funds
appropriated under this heading, $8,718,000
shall be paid to the ‘“‘Office of Inspector Gen-
eral” appropriation to remain available until
September 30, 2020, and $17,398,000 shall be
paid to the ‘“Science and Technology’’ appro-
priation to remain available until September
30, 2020.

LEAKING UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK TRUST

FUND PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to carry out leak-
ing underground storage tank cleanup activi-
ties authorized by subtitle I of the Solid
Waste Disposal Act, $91,941,000, to remain
available until expended, of which $66,572,000
shall be for carrying out leaking under-
ground storage tank cleanup activities au-
thorized by section 9003(h) of the Solid Waste
Disposal Act; $25,369,000 shall be for carrying
out the other provisions of the Solid Waste
Disposal Act specified in section 9508(c) of
the Internal Revenue Code: Provided, That
the Administrator is authorized to use ap-
propriations made available under this head-
ing to implement section 9013 of the Solid
Waste Disposal Act to provide financial as-
sistance to federally recognized Indian tribes
for the development and implementation of
programs to manage underground storage
tanks.

INLAND OIL SPILL PROGRAMS

For expenses necessary to carry out the
Environmental Protection Agency’s respon-
sibilities under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990,
$18,209,000, to be derived from the Oil Spill
Liability trust fund, to remain available
until expended.

STATE AND TRIBAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS

For environmental programs and infra-
structure assistance, including capitaliza-
tion grants for State revolving funds and
performance partnership grants,
$3,575,041,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which—

(1) $1,394,000,000 shall be for making cap-
italization grants for the Clean Water State
Revolving Funds under title VI of the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act; and of
which $864,000,000 shall be for making cap-
italization grants for the Drinking Water
State Revolving Funds under section 1452 of
the Safe Drinking Water Act: Provided, That
for fiscal year 2019, to the extent there are
sufficient eligible project applications and
projects are consistent with State Intended
Use Plans, not less than 10 percent of the
funds made available under this title to each
State for Clean Water State Revolving Fund
capitalization grants shall be used by the
State for projects to address green infra-
structure, water or energy efficiency im-
provements, or other environmentally inno-
vative activities: Provided further, That for
fiscal year 2019, funds made available under
this title to each State for Drinking Water
State Revolving Fund capitalization grants
may, at the discretion of each State, be used
for projects to address green infrastructure,
water or energy efficiency improvements, or
other environmentally innovative activities:
Provided further, That notwithstanding sec-
tion 603(d)(7) of the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act, the limitation on the amounts
in a State water pollution control revolving
fund that may be used by a State to admin-
ister the fund shall not apply to amounts in-
cluded as principal in loans made by such
fund in fiscal year 2019 and prior years where
such amounts represent costs of admin-
istering the fund to the extent that such
amounts are or were deemed reasonable by
the Administrator, accounted for separately
from other assets in the fund, and used for
eligible purposes of the fund, including ad-
ministration: Provided further, That for fiscal
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yvear 2019, notwithstanding the provisions of
subsections (g)(1), (h), and (1) of section 201 of
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act,
grants made under title II of such Act for
American Samoa, Guam, the commonwealth
of the Northern Marianas, the United States
Virgin Islands, and the District of Columbia
may also be made for the purpose of pro-
viding assistance: (1) solely for facility
plans, design activities, or plans, specifica-
tions, and estimates for any proposed project
for the construction of treatment works; and
(2) for the construction, repair, or replace-
ment of privately owned treatment works
serving one or more principal residences or
small commercial establishments: Provided
further, That for fiscal year 2019, notwith-
standing the provisions of such subsections
(2)1), (h), and (1) of section 201 and section
518(c) of the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act, funds reserved by the Administrator for
grants under section 518(c) of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act may also be
used to provide assistance: (1) solely for fa-
cility plans, design activities, or plans, spec-
ifications, and estimates for any proposed
project for the construction of treatment
works; and (2) for the construction, repair, or
replacement of privately owned treatment
works serving one or more principal resi-
dences or small commercial establishments:
Provided further, That for fiscal year 2019,
notwithstanding any provision of the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act and regula-
tions issued pursuant thereof, up to a total
of $2,000,000 of the funds reserved by the Ad-
ministrator for grants under section 518(c) of
such Act may also be used for grants for
training, technical assistance, and edu-
cational programs relating to the operation
and management of the treatment works
specified in section 518(c) of such Act: Pro-
vided further, That for fiscal year 2019, funds
reserved under section 518(c) of such Act
shall be available for grants only to Indian
tribes, as defined in section 518(h) of such
Act and former Indian reservations in Okla-
homa (as determined by the Secretary of the
Interior) and Native Villages as defined in
Public Law 92-203: Provided further, That for
fiscal year 2019, notwithstanding the limita-
tion on amounts in section 518(c) of the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act, up to a
total of 2 percent of the funds appropriated,
or $30,000,000, whichever is greater, and not-
withstanding the limitation on amounts in
section 1452(i) of the Safe Drinking Water
Act, up to a total of 2 percent of the funds
appropriated, or $20,000,000, whichever is
greater, for State Revolving Funds under
such Acts may be reserved by the Adminis-
trator for grants under section 518(c) and
section 1452(i) of such Acts: Provided further,
That for fiscal year 2019, notwithstanding
the amounts specified in section 205(c) of the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act, up to
1.5 percent of the aggregate funds appro-
priated for the Clean Water State Revolving
Fund program under the Act less any sums
reserved under section 518(c) of the Act, may
be reserved by the Administrator for grants
made under title II of the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act for American Samoa,
Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern
Marianas, and United States Virgin Islands:
Provided further, That for fiscal year 2019,
notwithstanding the limitations on amounts
specified in section 1452(j) of the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act, up to 1.5 percent of the funds
appropriated for the Drinking Water State
Revolving Fund programs under the Safe
Drinking Water Act may be reserved by the
Administrator for grants made under section
1452(j) of the Safe Drinking Water Act: Pro-
vided further, That 10 percent of the funds
made available under this title to each State
for Clean Water State Revolving Fund cap-
italization grants and 20 percent of the funds
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made available under this title to each State
for Drinking Water State Revolving Fund
capitalization grants shall be used by the
State to provide additional subsidy to eligi-
ble recipients in the form of forgiveness of
principal, negative interest loans, or grants
(or any combination of these), and shall be
so used by the State only where such funds
are provided as initial financing for an eligi-
ble recipient or to buy, refinance, or restruc-
ture the debt obligations of eligible recipi-
ents only where such debt was incurred on or
after the date of enactment of this Act, or
where such debt was incurred prior to the
date of enactment of this Act if the State,
with concurrence from the Administrator,
determines that such funds could be used to
help address a threat to public health from
heightened exposure to lead in drinking
water or if a Federal or State emergency
declaration has been issued due to a threat
to public health from heightened exposure to
lead in a municipal drinking water supply
before the date of enactment of this Act: Pro-
vided further, That in a State in which such
an emergency declaration has been issued,
the State may use more than 20 percent of
the funds made available under this title to
the State for Drinking Water State Revolv-
ing Fund capitalization grants to provide ad-
ditional subsidy to eligible recipients;

(2) $15,000,000 shall be for architectural, en-
gineering, planning, design, construction and
related activities in connection with the
construction of high priority water and
wastewater facilities in the area of the
United States-Mexico Border, after consulta-
tion with the appropriate border commis-
sion: Provided, That no funds provided by
this appropriations Act to address the water,
wastewater and other critical infrastructure
needs of the colonias in the United States
along the United States-Mexico border shall
be made available to a county or municipal
government unless that government has es-
tablished an enforceable local ordinance, or
other zoning rule, which prevents in that ju-
risdiction the development or construction
of any additional colonia areas, or the devel-
opment within an existing colonia the con-
struction of any new home, business, or
other structure which lacks water, waste-
water, or other necessary infrastructure;

(3) $25,000,000 shall be for grants to the
State of Alaska to address drinking water
and wastewater infrastructure needs of rural
and Alaska Native Villages: Provided, That of
these funds: (A) the State of Alaska shall
provide a match of 25 percent; (B) no more
than 5 percent of the funds may be used for
administrative and overhead expenses; and
(C) the State of Alaska shall make awards
consistent with the Statewide priority list
established in conjunction with the Agency
and the U.S. Department of Agriculture for
all water, sewer, waste disposal, and similar
projects carried out by the State of Alaska
that are funded under section 221 of the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C.
1301) or the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act (7 U.S.C. 1921 et seq.) which
shall allocate not less than 25 percent of the
funds provided for projects in regional hub
communities;

(4) $80,000,000 shall be to carry out section
104(k) of the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
of 1980 (CERCLA), including grants, inter-
agency agreements, and associated program
support costs: Provided, That not more than
25 percent of the amount appropriated to
carry out section 104(k) of CERCLA shall be
used for site characterization, assessment,
and remediation of facilities described in
section 101(39)(D)(ii)(II) of CERCLA: Provided
further, That at least 10 percent shall be allo-
cated for assistance in persistent poverty
counties: Provided further, That for purposes
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of this section, the term ‘‘persistent poverty
counties’ means any county that has had 20
percent or more of its population living in
poverty over the past 30 years, as measured
by the 1990 and 2000 decennial censuses and
the most recent Small Area Income and Pov-
erty Estimates;

(5) $50,000,000 shall be for grants under title
VII, subtitle G of the Energy Policy Act of
2005;

(6) $50,000,000 shall be for targeted airshed
grants in accordance with the terms and con-
ditions in the report accompanying this Act;

(7) $4,000,000 shall be to carry out the water
quality program authorized in section 5004(d)
of the Water Infrastructure Improvements
for the Nation Act (Public Law 114-322); and

(8) $1,093,041,000 shall be for grants, includ-
ing associated program support costs, to
States, federally recognized tribes, inter-
state agencies, tribal consortia, and air pol-
lution control agencies for multi-media or
single media pollution prevention, control
and abatement and related activities, includ-
ing activities pursuant to the provisions set
forth under this heading in Public Law 104-
134, and for making grants under section 103
of the Clean Air Act for particulate matter
monitoring and data collection activities
subject to terms and conditions specified by
the Administrator, of which: $47,745,000 shall
be for carrying out section 128 of CERCLA;
$9,646,000 shall be for Environmental Infor-
mation Exchange Network grants, including
associated program support costs; $1,498,000
shall be for grants to States under section
2007(f)(2) of the Solid Waste Disposal Act,
which shall be in addition to funds appro-
priated under the heading ‘‘Leaking Under-
ground Storage Tank Trust Fund Program’’
to carry out the provisions of the Solid
Waste Disposal Act specified in section
9508(c) of the Internal Revenue Code other
than section 9003(h) of the Solid Waste Dis-
posal Act; $17,848,000 of the funds available
for grants under section 106 of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act shall be for
State participation in national- and State-
level statistical surveys of water resources
and enhancements to State monitoring pro-
grams; $27,000,000 shall be for multipurpose
grants, including interagency agreements.

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE AND
INNOVATION PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For the cost of direct loans and for the cost
of guaranteed loans, as authorized by the
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innova-
tion Act of 2014, $5,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That such
costs, including the cost of modifying such
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided
further, That these funds are available to
subsidize gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct loans, including capitalized
interest, and total loan principal, including
capitalized interest, any part of which is to
be guaranteed, not to exceed $610,000,000.

In addition, fees authorized to be collected
pursuant to sections 5029 and 5030 of the
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innova-
tion Act of 2014 shall be deposited in this ac-
count, to remain available until expended.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan
programs, notwithstanding section 5033 of
the Water Infrastructure Finance and Inno-
vation Act of 2014, $5,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2020.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS AND RESCISSION OF
FUNDS)

For fiscal year 2019, notwithstanding 31
U.S.C. 6303(1) and 6305(1), the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency, in
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carrying out the Agency’s function to imple-
ment directly Federal environmental pro-
grams required or authorized by law in the
absence of an acceptable tribal program,
may award cooperative agreements to feder-
ally recognized Indian tribes or Intertribal
consortia, if authorized by their member
tribes, to assist the Administrator in imple-
menting Federal environmental programs
for Indian tribes required or authorized by
law, except that no such cooperative agree-
ments may be awarded from funds des-
ignated for State financial assistance agree-
ments.

The Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency is authorized to collect
and obligate pesticide registration service
fees in accordance with section 33 of the Fed-
eral Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide
Act, as amended by Public Law 112-177, the
Pesticide Registration Improvement Exten-
sion Act of 2012.

Notwithstanding section 33(d)(2) of the
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and
Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) (7 U.S.C. 136w—
8(d)(2)), the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency may assess fees
under section 33 of FIFRA (7 U.S.C. 136w-8)
for fiscal year 2019.

The Administrator is authorized to trans-
fer up to $300,000,000 of the funds appro-
priated for the Great Lakes Restoration Ini-
tiative under the heading ‘‘Environmental
Programs and Management’ to the head of
any Federal department or agency, with the
concurrence of such head, to carry out ac-
tivities that would support the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative and Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement programs,
projects, or activities; to enter into an inter-
agency agreement with the head of such Fed-
eral department or agency to carry out these
activities; and to make grants to govern-
mental entities, nonprofit organizations, in-
stitutions, and individuals for planning, re-
search, monitoring, outreach, and implemen-
tation in furtherance of the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative and the Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement.

The Science and Technology, Environ-
mental Programs and Management, Office of
Inspector General, Hazardous Substance
Superfund, and Leaking Underground Stor-
age Tank Trust Fund Program Accounts, are
available for the construction, alteration, re-
pair, rehabilitation, and renovation of facili-
ties, provided that the cost does not exceed
$150,000 per project.

For fiscal year 2019, and notwithstanding
section 518(f) of the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1377(f)), the Adminis-
trator is authorized to use the amounts ap-
propriated for any fiscal year under section
319 of the Act to make grants to Indian
tribes pursuant to sections 319(h) and 518(e)
of that Act.

The Administrator is authorized to use the
amounts appropriated under the heading
‘“Environmental Programs and Manage-
ment”’ for fiscal year 2019 to provide grants
to implement the Southeastern New England
Watershed Restoration Program.

The Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency is authorized to collect
and obligate fees in accordance with section
3024 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42
U.S.C. 6939g) for fiscal year 2019.

Of the unobligated balances available for
the “State and Tribal Assistance Grants’ ac-
count, $109,078,000 are hereby permanently
rescinded: Provided, That no amounts may be
rescinded from amounts that were des-
ignated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to the Concurrent Reso-
lution on the Budget or the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 or
from amounts that were made available by
subsection (a) of section 196 of the Con-
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tinuing Appropriations Act, 2017 (division C
of Public Law 114-223), as amended by the
Further Continuing and Security Assistance
Appropriations Act, 2017 (Public Law 114-
254).
TITLE IIT
RELATED AGENCIES
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Natural Resources and
Environment, $875,000: Provided, That funds
made available by this Act to any agency in
the Natural Resources and Environment mis-
sion area for salaries and expenses are avail-
able to fund up to one administrative sup-
port staff for the office.

FOREST SERVICE
FOREST AND RANGELAND RESEARCH

For necessary expenses of forest and range-
land research as authorized by law,
$300,000,000, to remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2022: Provided, That of the funds
provided, $77,000,000 is for the forest inven-
tory and analysis program: Provided further,
That all authorities for the use of funds, in-
cluding the use of contracts, grants, and co-
operative agreements, available to execute
the Forest and Rangeland Research appro-
priation, are also available in the utilization
of these funds for Fire Science Research.

STATE AND PRIVATE FORESTRY

For necessary expenses of cooperating with
and providing technical and financial assist-
ance to States, territories, possessions, and
others, and for forest health management,
and conducting an international program as
authorized, $333,990,000, to remain available
through September 30, 2022, as authorized by
law; of which $65,490,000 is to be derived from
the Land and Water Conservation Fund to be
used for the Forest Legacy Program, to re-
main available until expended.

NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM

For necessary expenses of the Forest Serv-
ice, not otherwise provided for, for manage-
ment, protection, improvement, and utiliza-
tion of the National Forest System, and for
hazardous fuels management on or adjacent
to such lands, $1,937,653,000, to remain avail-
able through September 30, 2022: Provided,
That of the funds provided, $40,000,000 shall
be deposited in the Collaborative Forest
Landscape Restoration Fund for ecological
restoration treatments as authorized by 16
U.S.C. 7303(f): Provided further, That of the
funds provided, $368,000,000 shall be for forest
products: Provided further, That of the funds
provided, $435,000,000 shall be for hazardous
fuels management activities, of which not to
exceed $15,000,000 may be used to make
grants, using any authorities available to
the Forest Service under the ‘‘State and Pri-
vate Forestry’ appropriation, for the pur-
pose of creating incentives for increased use
of biomass from National Forest System
lands: Provided further, That $15,000,000 may
be used by the Secretary of Agriculture to
enter into procurement contracts or coopera-
tive agreements or to issue grants for haz-
ardous fuels management activities, and for
training or monitoring associated with such
hazardous fuels management activities on
Federal land, or on non-Federal land if the
Secretary determines such activities benefit
resources on Federal land: Provided further,
That funds made available to implement the
Community Forestry Restoration Act, Pub-
lic Law 106-393, title VI, shall be available
for use on non-Federal lands in accordance
with authorities made available to the For-
est Service under the ‘‘State and Private
Forestry’ appropriations: Provided further,
That notwithstanding section 33 of the
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Bankhead Jones Farm Tenant Act (7 U.S.C.
1012), the Secretary of Agriculture, in calcu-
lating a fee for grazing on a National Grass-
land, may provide a credit of up to 50 percent
of the calculated fee to a Grazing Associa-
tion or direct permittee for a conservation
practice approved by the Secretary in ad-
vance of the fiscal year in which the cost of
the conservation practice is incurred. And,
that the amount credited shall remain avail-
able to the Grazing Association or the direct
permittee, as appropriate, in the fiscal year
in which the credit is made and each fiscal
year thereafter for use on the project for
conservation practices approved by the Sec-
retary.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND MAINTENANCE

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Forest Serv-
ice, not otherwise provided for, $449,000,000,
to remain available through September 30,
2022, for construction, capital improvement,
maintenance and acquisition of buildings
and other facilities and infrastructure; and
for construction, reconstruction, decommis-
sioning of roads that are no longer needed,
including unauthorized roads that are not
part of the transportation system, and main-
tenance of forest roads and trails by the For-
est Service as authorized by 16 U.S.C. 532-538
and 23 U.S.C. 101 and 205: Provided, That
funds becoming available in fiscal year 2019
under the Act of March 4, 1913 (16 U.S.C. 501)
shall be transferred to the General Fund of
the Treasury and shall not be available for
transfer or obligation for any other purpose
unless the funds are appropriated.

LAND ACQUISITION
(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

For expenses necessary to carry out the
provisions of chapter 2003 of title 54, United
States Code, including administrative ex-
penses, and for acquisition of land or waters,
or interest therein, in accordance with statu-
tory authority applicable to the Forest Serv-
ice, $74,099,000, to be derived from the Land
and Water Conservation Fund and to remain
available until expended.

Of the unobligated balances from amounts
made available for Land Acquisition and de-
rived from the Land and Water Conservation
Fund, $16,028,000 is hereby permanently re-
scinded from projects with cost savings or
failed or partially failed projects that had
funds returned: Provided, That no amounts
may be rescinded from amounts that were
designated by the Congress as an emergency
requirement pursuant to the Concurrent
Resolution on the Budget or the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

ACQUISITION OF LANDS FOR NATIONAL FORESTS
SPECIAL ACTS

For acquisition of lands within the exte-
rior boundaries of the Cache, Uinta, and
Wasatch National Forests, Utah; the Toiyabe
National Forest, Nevada; and the Angeles,
San Bernardino, Sequoia, and Cleveland Na-
tional Forests, California; and the Ozark-St.
Francis and Ouachita National Forests, Ar-
kansas; as authorized by law, $700,000, to be
derived from forest receipts.

ACQUISITION OF LANDS TO COMPLETE LAND

EXCHANGES

For acquisition of lands, such sums, to be
derived from funds deposited by State, coun-
ty, or municipal governments, public school
districts, or other public school authorities,
and for authorized expenditures from funds
deposited by non-Federal parties pursuant to
Land Sale and Exchange Acts, pursuant to
the Act of December 4, 1967 (16 U.S.C. 484a),
to remain available through September 30,
2021, (16 U.S.C. 516-617a, 5bba; Public Law 96—
586; Public Law 76-589, 76-591; and Public Law
78-310).
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RANGE BETTERMENT FUND

For necessary expenses of range rehabilita-
tion, protection, and improvement, 50 per-
cent of all moneys received during the prior
fiscal year, as fees for grazing domestic live-
stock on lands in National Forests in the 16
Western States, pursuant to section 401(b)(1)
of Public Law 94-579, to remain available
through September 30, 2022, of which not to
exceed 6 percent shall be available for ad-
ministrative expenses associated with on-
the-ground range rehabilitation, protection,
and improvements.

GIFTS, DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS FOR FOREST
AND RANGELAND RESEARCH

For expenses authorized by 16 U.S.C.
1643(b), $45,000, to remain available through
September 30, 2022, to be derived from the
fund established pursuant to the above Act.
MANAGEMENT OF NATIONAL FOREST LANDS FOR

SUBSISTENCE USES

For necessary expenses of the Forest Serv-
ice to manage Federal lands in Alaska for
subsistence uses under title VIII of the Alas-
ka National Interest Lands Conservation Act
(16 U.S.C. 3111 et seq.), $2,500,000, to remain
available through September 30, 2022.

WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for forest fire
presuppression activities on National Forest
System lands, for emergency wildland fire
suppression on or adjacent to such lands or
other lands under fire protection agreement,
and for emergency rehabilitation of burned-
over National Forest System lands and
water, $3,229,620,000, to remain available
through September 30, 2022: Provided, That
such funds including unobligated balances
under this heading, are available for repay-
ment of advances from other appropriations
accounts previously transferred for such pur-
poses: Provided further, That any unobligated
funds appropriated in a previous fiscal year
for hazardous fuels management may be
transferred to the ‘‘National Forest System”’
account: Provided further, That such funds
shall be available to reimburse State and
other cooperating entities for services pro-
vided in response to wildfire and other emer-
gencies or disasters to the extent such reim-
bursements by the Forest Service for non-
fire emergencies are fully repaid by the re-
sponsible emergency management agency:
Provided further, That funds provided shall be
available for support to Federal emergency
response: Provided further, That the costs of
implementing any cooperative agreement be-
tween the Federal Government and any non-
Federal entity may be shared, as mutually
agreed on by the affected parties: Provided
further, That funds designated for wildfire
suppression, shall be assessed for cost pools
on the same basis as such assessments are
calculated against other agency programs.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FOREST SERVICE

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

Appropriations to the Forest Service for
the current fiscal year shall be available for:
(1) purchase of passenger motor vehicles; ac-
quisition of passenger motor vehicles from
excess sources, and hire of such vehicles;
purchase, lease, operation, maintenance, and
acquisition of aircraft to maintain the oper-
able fleet for use in Forest Service wildland
fire programs and other Forest Service pro-
grams; notwithstanding other provisions of
law, existing aircraft being replaced may be
sold, with proceeds derived or trade-in value
used to offset the purchase price for the re-
placement aircraft; (2) services pursuant to 7
U.S.C. 2225, and not to exceed $100,000 for em-
ployment under 5 U.S.C. 3109; (3) purchase,
erection, and alteration of buildings and
other public improvements (7 U.S.C. 2250); (4)
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acquisition of land, waters, and interests
therein pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 428a; (5) for ex-
penses pursuant to the Volunteers in the Na-
tional Forest Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 558a, 558d,
and 558a note); (6) the cost of uniforms as au-
thorized by 5 U.S.C. 5901-5902; and (7) for debt
collection contracts in accordance with 31
U.S.C. 3718(c).

Any appropriations or funds available to
the Forest Service may be transferred to the
Wildland Fire Management appropriation for
forest firefighting, emergency rehabilitation
of burned-over or damaged lands or waters
under its jurisdiction, and fire preparedness
due to severe burning conditions upon the
Secretary’s notification of the House and
Senate Committees on Appropriations that
all fire suppression funds appropriated under
the heading ‘‘Wildland Fire Management’’
will be obligated within 30 days: Provided,
That all funds used pursuant to this para-
graph must be replenished by a supplemental
appropriation which must be requested as
promptly as possible.

Not more than $50,000,000 of funds appro-
priated to the Forest Service shall be avail-
able for expenditure or transfer to the De-
partment of the Interior for wildland fire
management, hazardous fuels management,
and State fire assistance when such transfers
would facilitate and expedite wildland fire
management programs and projects.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, the Forest Service may transfer un-
obligated balances of discretionary funds ap-
propriated to the Forest Service by this Act
to or within the National Forest System Ac-
count, or reprogram funds to be used for the
purposes of hazardous fuels management and
urgent rehabilitation of burned-over Na-
tional Forest System lands and water, such
transferred funds shall remain available
through September 30, 2022: Provided, That
none of the funds transferred pursuant to
this section shall be available for obligation
without written notification to and the prior
approval of the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress: Provided
further, That this section does not apply to
funds appropriated to the FLAME Wildfire
Suppression Reserve Fund or funds derived
from the Land and Water Conservation
Fund.

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service
shall be available for assistance to or
through the Agency for International Devel-
opment in connection with forest and range-
land research, technical information, and as-
sistance in foreign countries, and shall be
available to support forestry and related nat-
ural resource activities outside the United
States and its territories and possessions, in-
cluding technical assistance, education and
training, and cooperation with U.S., private,
and international organizations. The Forest
Service, acting for the International Pro-
gram, may sign direct funding agreements
with foreign governments and institutions as
well as other domestic agencies (including
the U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment, the Department of State, and the Mil-
lennium Challenge Corporation), U.S. pri-
vate sector firms, institutions and organiza-
tions to provide technical assistance and
training programs overseas on forestry and
rangeland management.

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service
shall be available for expenditure or transfer
to the Department of the Interior, Bureau of
Land Management, for removal, preparation,
and adoption of excess wild horses and bur-
ros from National Forest System lands, and
for the performance of cadastral surveys to
designate the boundaries of such lands.

None of the funds made available to the
Forest Service in this Act or any other Act
with respect to any fiscal year shall be sub-
ject to transfer under the provisions of sec-
tion 702(b) of the Department of Agriculture
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Organic Act of 1944 (7 U.S.C. 2257), section 442
of Public Law 106-224 (7 U.S.C. 7772), or sec-
tion 10417(b) of Public Law 107-171 (7 U.S.C.
8316(b)).

None of the funds available to the Forest
Service may be reprogrammed without the
advance approval of the House and Senate
Committees on Appropriations in accordance
with the reprogramming procedures con-
tained in the report accompanying this Act.

Not more than $82,000,000 of funds available
to the Forest Service shall be transferred to
the Working Capital Fund of the Department
of Agriculture and not more than $14,500,000
of funds available to the Forest Service shall
be transferred to the Department of Agri-
culture for Department Reimbursable Pro-
grams, commonly referred to as Greenbook
charges. Nothing in this paragraph shall pro-
hibit or limit the use of reimbursable agree-
ments requested by the Forest Service in
order to obtain services from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s National Information
Technology Center and the Department of
Agriculture’s International Technology
Service.

Of the funds available to the Forest Serv-
ice, up to $5,000,000 shall be available for pri-
ority projects within the scope of the ap-
proved budget, which shall be carried out by
the Youth Conservation Corps and shall be
carried out under the authority of the Public
Lands Corps Act of 1993 (16 U.S.C. 1721 et
seq.).

Of the funds available to the Forest Serv-
ice, $4,000 is available to the Chief of the For-
est Service for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses.

Pursuant to sections 405(b) and 410(b) of
Public Law 101-593, of the funds available to
the Forest Service, up to $3,000,000 may be
advanced in a lump sum to the National For-
est Foundation to aid conservation partner-
ship projects in support of the Forest Service
mission, without regard to when the Founda-
tion incurs expenses, for projects on or bene-
fitting National Forest System lands or re-
lated to Forest Service programs: Provided,
That of the Federal funds made available to
the Foundation, no more than $300,000 shall
be available for administrative expenses:
Provided further, That the Foundation shall
obtain, by the end of the period of Federal fi-
nancial assistance, private contributions to
match funds made available by the Forest
Service on at least a one-for-one basis: Pro-
vided further, That the Foundation may
transfer Federal funds to a Federal or a non-
Federal recipient for a project at the same
rate that the recipient has obtained the non-
Federal matching funds.

Pursuant to section 2(b)(2) of Public Law
98-244, up to $3,000,000 of the funds available
to the Forest Service may be advanced to
the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation in
a lump sum to aid cost-share conservation
projects, without regard to when expenses
are incurred, on or benefitting National For-
est System lands or related to Forest Service
programs: Provided, That such funds shall be
matched on at least a one-for-one basis by
the Foundation or its sub-recipients: Pro-
vided further, That the Foundation may
transfer Federal funds to a Federal or non-
Federal recipient for a project at the same
rate that the recipient has obtained the non-
Federal matching funds.

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service
shall be available for interactions with and
providing technical assistance to rural com-
munities and natural resource-based busi-
nesses for sustainable rural development
purposes.

Funds appropriated to the Forest Service
shall be available for payments to counties
within the Columbia River Gorge National
Scenic Area, pursuant to section 14(c)(1) and
(2), and section 16(a)(2) of Public Law 99-663.
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Any funds appropriated to the Forest Serv-
ice may be used to meet the non-Federal
share requirement in section 502(c) of the
Older Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C.
3056(c)(2)).

The Forest Service shall not assess funds
for the purpose of performing fire, adminis-
trative, and other facilities maintenance and
decommissioning.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, of any appropriations or funds available
to the Forest Service, not to exceed $500,000
may be used to reimburse the Office of the
General Counsel (OGC), Department of Agri-
culture, for travel and related expenses in-
curred as a result of OGC assistance or par-
ticipation requested by the Forest Service at
meetings, training sessions, management re-
views, land purchase negotiations and simi-
lar matters unrelated to civil litigation. Fu-
ture budget justifications for both the Forest
Service and the Department of Agriculture
should clearly display the sums previously
transferred and the sums requested for trans-
fer.

An eligible individual who is employed in
any project funded under title V of the Older
Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3056 et seq.)
and administered by the Forest Service shall
be considered to be a Federal employee for
purposes of chapter 171 of title 28, United
States Code.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, through the Office of Budget and
Program Analysis, the Forest Service shall
report no later than 30 business days fol-
lowing the close of each fiscal quarter all
current and prior year unobligated balances,
by fiscal year, budget line item and account,
to the House and Senate Committees on Ap-
propriations.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN

SERVICES
INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE
INDIAN HEALTH SERVICES

For expenses necessary to carry out the
Act of August 5, 1954 (68 Stat. 674), the Indian
Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act, the Indian Health Care Improve-
ment Act, and titles II and III of the Public
Health Service Act with respect to the In-
dian Health Service, $4,072,385,000, together
with payments received during the fiscal
yvear pursuant to sections 231(b) and 233 of
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C.
238(b), 238b), for services furnished by the In-
dian Health Service: Provided, That funds
made available to tribes and tribal organiza-
tions through contracts, grant agreements,
or any other agreements or compacts au-
thorized by the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act of 1975 (25
U.S.C. 450), shall be deemed to be obligated
at the time of the grant or contract award
and thereafter shall remain available to the
tribe or tribal organization without fiscal
year limitation: Provided further, That
$2,000,000 shall be available for grants or con-
tracts with public or private institutions to
provide alcohol or drug treatment services to
Indians, including alcohol detoxification
services: Provided further, That $964,819,000
for Purchased/Referred Care, including
$563,000,000 for the Indian Catastrophic Health
Emergency Fund, shall remain available
until expended: Provided further, That of the
funds provided, up to $36,000,000 shall remain
available until expended for implementation
of the loan repayment program under section
108 of the Indian Health Care Improvement
Act: Provided further, That of the funds pro-
vided, $15,000,000 shall remain available until
expended to supplement funds available for
operational costs at tribal clinics operated
under an Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act compact or contract
where health care is delivered in space ac-
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quired through a full service lease, which is
not eligible for maintenance and improve-
ment and equipment funds from the Indian
Health Service, and $58,000,000 shall be for
costs related to or resulting from accredita-
tion emergencies, of which up to $4,000,000
may be used to supplement amounts other-
wise available for Purchased/Referred Care:
Provided further, That the amounts collected
by the Federal Government as authorized by
sections 104 and 108 of the Indian Health Care
Improvement Act (25 U.S.C. 1613a and 1616a)
during the preceding fiscal year for breach of
contracts shall be deposited to the Fund au-
thorized by section 108A of that Act (25
U.S.C. 1616a-1) and shall remain available
until expended and, notwithstanding section
108A(c) of that Act (26 U.S.C. 1616a-1(c)),
funds shall be available to make new awards
under the loan repayment and scholarship
programs under sections 104 and 108 of that
Act (25 U.S.C. 1613a and 1616a): Provided fur-
ther, That the amounts made available with-
in this account for the Substance Abuse and
Suicide Prevention Program, for opioid Pre-
vention, Treatment and Recovery Services,
for the Domestic Violence Prevention Pro-
gram, for the Zero Suicide Initiative, for the
housing subsidy authority for civilian em-
ployees, for aftercare pilot programs at
Youth Regional Treatment Centers, to im-
prove collections from public and private in-
surance at Indian Health Service and trib-
ally operated facilities, and for accreditation
emergencies shall be allocated at the discre-
tion of the Director of the Indian Health
Service and shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That funds provided
in this Act may be used for annual contracts
and grants for which the performance period
falls within 2 fiscal years, provided the total
obligation is recorded in the year the funds
are appropriated: Provided further, That the
amounts collected by the Secretary of
Health and Human Services under the au-
thority of title IV of the Indian Health Care
Improvement Act shall remain available
until expended for the purpose of achieving
compliance with the applicable conditions
and requirements of titles XVIII and XIX of
the Social Security Act, except for those re-
lated to the planning, design, or construc-
tion of new facilities: Provided further, That
funding contained herein for scholarship pro-
grams under the Indian Health Care Im-
provement Act shall remain available until
expended: Provided further, That amounts re-
ceived by tribes and tribal organizations
under title IV of the Indian Health Care Im-
provement Act shall be reported and ac-
counted for and available to the receiving
tribes and tribal organizations until ex-
pended: Provided further, That the Bureau of
Indian Affairs may collect from the Indian
Health Service, and from tribes and tribal
organizations operating health facilities pur-
suant to Public Law 93-638, such individually
identifiable health information relating to
disabled children as may be necessary for the
purpose of carrying out its functions under
the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.): Provided further,
That the accreditation emergency funds may
be used, as needed, to carry out activities
typically funded under the Indian Health Fa-
cilities account.
CONTRACT SUPPORT COSTS

For payments to tribes and tribal organi-
zations for contract support costs associated
with Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act agreements with the
Indian Health Service for fiscal year 2019,
such sums as may be necessary: Provided,
That notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no amounts made available under this
heading shall be available for transfer to an-
other budget account.
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INDIAN HEALTH FACILITIES

For construction, repair, maintenance, im-
provement, and equipment of health and re-
lated auxiliary facilities, including quarters
for personnel; preparation of plans, specifica-
tions, and drawings; acquisition of sites, pur-
chase and erection of modular buildings, and
purchases of trailers; and for provision of do-
mestic and community sanitation facilities
for Indians, as authorized by section 7 of the
Act of August 5, 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2004a), the In-
dian Self-Determination Act, and the Indian
Health Care Improvement Act, and for ex-
penses necessary to carry out such Acts and
titles II and III of the Public Health Service
Act with respect to environmental health
and facilities support activities of the Indian
Health Service, $877,504,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That notwith-
standing any other provision of law, funds
appropriated for the planning, design, con-
struction, renovation or expansion of health
facilities for the benefit of an Indian tribe or
tribes may be used to purchase land on
which such facilities will be located: Provided
further, That not to exceed $500,000 may be
used by the Indian Health Service to pur-
chase TRANSAM equipment from the De-
partment of Defense for distribution to the
Indian Health Service and tribal facilities:
Provided further, That none of the funds ap-
propriated to the Indian Health Service may
be used for sanitation facilities construction
for new homes funded with grants by the
housing programs of the United States De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment: Provided further, That not to exceed
$2,700,000 from this account and the ‘‘Indian
Health Services’ account may be used by the
Indian Health Service to obtain ambulances
for the Indian Health Service and tribal fa-
cilities in conjunction with an existing
interagency agreement between the Indian
Health Service and the General Services Ad-
ministration: Provided further, That not to
exceed $500,000 may be placed in a Demoli-
tion Fund, to remain available until ex-
pended, and be used by the Indian Health
Service for the demolition of Federal build-
ings.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—INDIAN HEALTH

SERVICE

Appropriations provided in this Act to the
Indian Health Service shall be available for
services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109 at
rates not to exceed the per diem rate equiva-
lent to the maximum rate payable for senior-
level positions under 5 U.S.C. 5376; hire of
passenger motor vehicles and aircraft; pur-
chase of medical equipment; purchase of re-
prints; purchase, renovation and erection of
modular buildings and renovation of existing
facilities; payments for telephone service in
private residences in the field, when author-
ized under regulations approved by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services; uni-
forms or allowances therefor as authorized
by 5 U.S.C. 5901-5902; and for expenses of at-
tendance at meetings that relate to the func-
tions or activities of the Indian Health Serv-
ice: Provided, That in accordance with the
provisions of the Indian Health Care Im-
provement Act, non-Indian patients may be
extended health care at all tribally adminis-
tered or Indian Health Service facilities, sub-
ject to charges, and the proceeds along with
funds recovered under the Federal Medical
Care Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 2651-2653) shall
be credited to the account of the facility pro-
viding the service and shall be available
without fiscal year limitation: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding any other law or
regulation, funds transferred from the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development
to the Indian Health Service shall be admin-
istered under Public Law 86-121, the Indian
Sanitation Facilities Act and Public Law 93—
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638: Provided further, That funds appropriated
to the Indian Health Service in this Act, ex-
cept those used for administrative and pro-
gram direction purposes, shall not be subject
to limitations directed at curtailing Federal
travel and transportation: Provided further,
That none of the funds made available to the
Indian Health Service in this Act shall be
used for any assessments or charges by the
Department of Health and Human Services
unless identified in the budget justification
and provided in this Act, or approved by the
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions through the reprogramming process:
Provided further, That notwithstanding any
other provision of law, funds previously or
herein made available to a tribe or tribal or-
ganization through a contract, grant, or
agreement authorized by title I or title V of
the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act of 1975 (25 U.S.C. 5321
et seq. (title I), 5381 et seq. (title V)), may be
deobligated and reobligated to a self-deter-
mination contract under title I, or a self-
governance agreement under title V of such
Act and thereafter shall remain available to
the tribe or tribal organization without fis-
cal year limitation: Provided further, That
none of the funds made available to the In-
dian Health Service in this Act shall be used
to implement the final rule published in the
Federal Register on September 16, 1987, by
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, relating to the eligibility for the health
care services of the Indian Health Service
until the Indian Health Service has sub-
mitted a budget request reflecting the in-
creased costs associated with the proposed
final rule, and such request has been in-
cluded in an appropriations Act and enacted
into law: Provided further, That with respect
to functions transferred by the Indian Health
Service to tribes or tribal organizations, the
Indian Health Service is authorized to pro-
vide goods and services to those entities on
a reimbursable basis, including payments in
advance with subsequent adjustment, and
the reimbursements received therefrom,
along with the funds received from those en-
tities pursuant to the Indian Self-Determina-
tion Act, may be credited to the same or sub-
sequent appropriation account from which
the funds were originally derived, with such
amounts to remain available until expended:
Provided further, That reimbursements for
training, technical assistance, or services
provided by the Indian Health Service will
contain total costs, including direct, admin-
istrative, and overhead costs associated with
the provision of goods, services, or technical
assistance: Provided further, That the Indian
Health Service may provide to civilian med-
ical personnel serving in hospitals operated
by the Indian Health Service housing allow-
ances equivalent to those that would be pro-
vided to members of the Commissioned Corps
of the United States Public Health Service
serving in similar positions at such hos-
pitals: Provided further, That the appropria-
tion structure for the Indian Health Service
may not be altered without advance notifica-
tion to the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations.

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH SCIENCES

For necessary expenses for the National In-
stitute of Environmental Health Sciences in
carrying out activities set forth in section
311(a) of the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9660(a)) and section 126(g) of
the Superfund Amendments and Reauthor-
ization Act of 1986, $78,349,000.
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AGENCY FOR TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND DISEASE
REGISTRY
TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL
PUBLIC HEALTH

For necessary expenses for the Agency for
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry
(ATSDR) in carrying out activities set forth
in sections 104(i) and 111(c)(4) of the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act of 1980
(CERCLA) and section 3019 of the Solid
Waste Disposal Act, $74,691,000: Provided,
That notwithstanding any other provision of
law, in lieu of performing a health assess-
ment under section 104(i)(6) of CERCLA, the
Administrator of ATSDR may conduct other
appropriate health studies, evaluations, or
activities, including, without limitation,
biomedical testing, clinical evaluations,
medical monitoring, and referral to accred-
ited healthcare providers: Provided further,
That in performing any such health assess-
ment or health study, evaluation, or activ-
ity, the Administrator of ATSDR shall not
be bound by the deadlines in section
104(i)(6)(A) of CERCLA: Provided further,
That none of the funds appropriated under
this heading shall be available for ATSDR to
issue in excess of 40 toxicological profiles
pursuant to section 104(i) of CERCLA during
fiscal year 2019, and existing profiles may be
updated as necessary.

OTHER RELATED AGENCIES
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

For necessary expenses to continue func-
tions assigned to the Council on Environ-
mental Quality and Office of Environmental
Quality pursuant to the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969, the Environ-
mental Quality Improvement Act of 1970, and
Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 1977, and not to
exceed $750 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, $3,005,000: Provided,
That notwithstanding section 202 of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1970, the
Council shall consist of one member, ap-
pointed by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, serving as
chairman and exercising all powers, func-
tions, and duties of the Council.

CHEMICAL SAFETY AND HAZARD INVESTIGATION
BOARD
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses in carrying out ac-
tivities pursuant to section 112(r)(6) of the
Clean Air Act, including hire of passenger
vehicles