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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MARSHALL).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 11, 2018.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ROGER W.
MARSHALL to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 8, 2018, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

———

FAMILY SEPARATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Oregon (Ms. BoNAMICI) for 5 minutes.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day was the court-ordered deadline for
the Trump administration to reunite
more than 100 children under 5 years
old with their families.

The administration has failed to
meet this deadline, and that is shame-
ful. Dozens of babies and toddlers re-
main in government custody with no
idea of when they will see their parents
again.

As a mom, I am outraged. This ad-
ministration is failing to comply with
a court-ordered deadline.

But what is this really about, babies,
toddlers, and young children? Ask any
pediatrician. This is harmful, and
every day creates more harm to these
innocent children.

This administration is saying they
were forced to separate families when,
in fact, it was their deliberate zero-tol-
erance policy, their strategy that forc-
ibly took children out of their parents’
arms, and it has always been within
their power to stop this coldhearted
and inhumane madness.

On Monday, I met with Latino and
immigrant community leaders in Or-
egon to hear from them firsthand
about how this administration’s ac-
tions are harming families and commu-
nities. They spoke of unprecedented
fear, of families torn apart, and of chil-
dren afraid to go to school. They spoke
about why people come to the United
States in the first place: to make a bet-
ter life for themselves and for their
children.

Miriam Corona from Yamhill County
said that there is no greater gift of love
than to leave everything you know for
your children’s future. That is why my
grandparents got on a boat in 1921 and
crossed the ocean from Italy for the
American Dream. It is why many peo-
ple are now fleeing terrible violence in
Central America and in Mexico to
make a better life for themselves and
their children and, oftentimes, to save
their children’s lives.

That is what we stand for in this
country of the United States of Amer-
ica: a better life, a peaceful life free
from violence, and a better future for
the next generation. As a parent, that
is what I want for my children, and as
a Member of Congress, it is what I
want for everyone in our community.

The Trump administration’s actions
contradict these fundamental values.
We are better than this. I continue to

demand that the administration re-
unite all separated children with their
parents—not later, now. This is a court
order, not a suggestion.

If the problem is that these agencies
are understaffed, I will come over to
the agency. I will go over to Health and
Human Services to help. I am sure
many of my colleagues will join me.

Mr. Speaker, when the families are
reunited, our work is not done. We
must fix our broken immigration sys-
tem. It is long past time to vote on a
comprehensive, humane, and compas-
sionate immigration reform bill. That
is what Oregonians want, and it is what
the majority of people in this country
want.

———

RECOGNIZING EAGLE SCOUT
TOMMY FULFORD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. BoST) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Tommy Fulford of
O’Fallon, Illinois, for winning the Na-
tional Eagle Scout Service Project of
the Year Award for the central region.

This project was a year in the mak-
ing. Tommy took a dirt-filled storage
room dating back to 1904 in the base-
ment of the O’Fallon, Illinois, History
Museum and created an exhibit illus-
trating the long history of coal mining
in southern Illinois. The room was de-
signed to give visitors the feel of being
in an actual mine.

I visited the exhibit last month. Mr.
Speaker, coming from mining roots
myself, I can tell you Tommy’s project
hit very close to home.

To put things in perspective, Eagle
Scouts around the country and their
volunteers completed almost 8.5 mil-
lion hours of service toward their Eagle
projects last year. This works out to
150 hours per project. Tommy and his
18 volunteers dedicated 934 hours of
service to complete his coal mining ex-
hibit.
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Tommy, I applaud you, and I appre-
ciate your dedication and hard work. I
know you have a bright future ahead of
you.

SCHOOL VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROGRAM

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, in January,
I came to this well to urge support for
bipartisan legislation I introduced with
my Illinois colleague, Mr. SCHNEIDER.
Our bill proposed a Federal grant pro-
gram to improve security at our
schools and protect our children.

Since then, our legislation passed the
House and the Senate and was signed
into law by President Trump. Because
of Members’ bipartisan support, I am
proud to say these grants are now
available to local communities.

Please urge local officials in our dis-
tricts to visit cops.usdoj.gov for more
information on how to apply for up to
$500,000 in grants through the school vi-
olence prevention program. However,
the application deadline for this fiscal
year is July 30, so time is of the es-
sence.

We have advanced safety technology
in banks, office buildings, and retail lo-
cations. There 1is no reason we
shouldn’t have that same technology in
our schools to protect our children.

IMMIGRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, once again, I am proud to stand in
the well of the Congress of the United
States of America. I am not proud to
stand here today for the reasons that I
shall articulate.

Mr. Speaker, we live in a world where
it is not enough for things to be right;
they must also look right. Mr. Speak-
er, when the Federal Government sepa-
rates children from their parents, in-
deed, mothers from their babies, it does
not look right.

Some may argue that it is right be-
cause of various laws and legislation
that might exist, but it doesn’t look
right for this country, the country that
believes in liberty and justice for all. It
doesn’t look right for the United
States of America to separate babies
from their mothers.

Where is the moral compass?

There ought to be an inner voice
within us that says there is something
wrong here. We are taking a baby from
the baby’s mother, and we are going to
put the baby in a location separate and
apart from the mother. The baby needs
the mother. The mother is there to
nurture the baby.

How can we do this in good con-
science?

We live in a world where it is not
enough for things to be right; they
must also look right. And this doesn’t
look right to the world.

I have gone to visit these children. I
went to Brownsville. I saw the chil-
dren. They are caring for the children,
but the missing element, the most im-
portant thing that these children need,
was not there: their parents.
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I went to three other sites before
going to Brownsville and, Mr. Speaker,
I, as a Member of the Congress of the
United States of America, went to a
site in my congressional district, and I
went to other sites. I could not see the
children, and I was asked to leave the
premises. I behaved in an orderly fash-
ion. T had two forms of identification.
But not only could I not see the chil-
dren, I was asked to leave the property.

There is no transparency. This is the
Federal Government holding children
and not allowing open access to these
children by Members of Congress.

It is not enough for things to be
right; they must also look right. When
the Members of the Congress of the
United States of America cannot see
the children who have been secreted in
various locations around the country
and separated from their parents, not
only does this not look right, it isn’t
right.

At some point on this infinite con-
tinuum that we call time, we will all
have to account for our time. At some
point, when the omnipotent, the omni-
present, and omniscient are one, we
will have to answer to what is hap-
pening to these children today. These
children belong to all of us in the sense
that they are children of our world,
and we must answer and account for
what is happening today.

So I stand here in the well, a proud
Member of Congress and proud to be an
American, but sad to know that we
have not done enough to reunite these
children with their parents.

Mr. Speaker, if you separate children
from their parents, if you take babies
from their mothers, then you must
have a plan to reunite them. When you
do not, you are failing not only those
parents, but you are failing the future
of a great country, because it gives us
the appearance of not caring for people
who are in harm’s way who have come
asking for help. It gives us the appear-
ance of not being that Good Samaritan
who not only helped the person who
was in harm’s way who had been beset
upon by thieves, it gives us the appear-
ance of not being that Good Samaritan
who said: I am going to help you. I am
going to take you to the inn. I am
going to leave; I am coming back; and
I will pay more if you need more.

This is the United States of America.
We can do better.

————
LAKE OKEECHOBEE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MAST) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to ask a question of this body. I would
like every Member of this body to
think about this: What would you do if
one of your neighbors each and every
day was taking their garbage and
throwing it over your fence into your
yard? What would you do if that were
the case?

In the case of my community, it is
not just the garbage of neighboring
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communities that enters its way into
our community, it is toxic water pollu-
tion.

So if somebody throwing garbage
over your fence would infuriate you as
an individual, then I would ask you to
imagine how you would feel if your
neighbor was knowingly poisoning the
kids in your backyard, your children?

I don’t think that I know of words. I
don’t think I know of a four-letter
word that would describe this for me. I
don’t know of an emoji that I could
text anybody. I don’t know an emotion
that I could use to adequately describe
the feeling of having my community
poisoned, knowingly and willingly,
year after year after year.

Now, the World Health Organization
says that any amount greater than 10
parts per billion microcystin algae is
poison for humans and that it causes
everything from nausea to liver dis-
ease. That is a pretty broad spectrum.

The Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection just reported that
the level released into our waters is
more than 150 parts per billion.

Let me say that one more time.

The World Health Organization said
that anything greater than 10 parts per
billion is poison. The water being re-
leased into my community that plays
no role in producing this toxic water is
being exposed to water that is more
than 150 parts per billion, 15 times
what is considered harmful to human
health.
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is
planning to resume its poisoning oper-
ations later this week. As a result of
that, I would like to ask three things:

Number one, to the Department of
Defense, who is currently conducting a
systemwide review of its policies: Do
not release one more drop of this poi-
son water into my community, into
Florida’s Treasure Coast, into the epi-
center of population for hundreds of
thousands of people. Our community
did not create the problem or the con-
ditions leading to this poison, and we
must not be forced to have the health
of each of our citizens put at risk as a
result of someone else’s garbage being
thrown into our yard—or, rather, by
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers re-
leasing it into our backyard.

Number two, I would ask this of our
President: The situation has resulted
in a state of emergency in years past,
and the Governor has already declared
a state of emergency for Florida and a
number of counties, including for Mar-
tin and St. Lucie Counties. I call for a
Federal state of emergency to be de-
clared right now.

I also ask this. Previous administra-
tions had this request come before
them, and those administrations did
nothing. I would ask this of our admin-
istration: Bring in the cavalry. Bring
in every bit of water cleanup operation
you can find that can be yielded by
FEMA, by the Coast Guard, by Fish
and Wildlife, by anybody else that can
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go out there and clean this poison,
these toxins out of our waterways.

Number three, to the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers: Federal court cases
demand that everything—all the water
that goes south of Lake Okeechobee,
where this toxic water stems from—not
be exposed to anything greater than 10
parts per billion of phosphorous. That
actually slows the rate of water flow to
the south, where that water actually
belongs, where God designed that water
to go. Yet my community is getting
toxic water with parts greater than 150
parts per billion, which is, as I said, 15
times greater than what is safe for
human contact. That is not equitable.
That is not right.

So I would ask that the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, who has the emer-
gency authority granted to them under
section 7-13 when there are pollution
emergencies: Use that authority now
to stop poisoning my community, to
protect the hundreds of thousands of
people on the Treasure Coast of Flor-
ida, and send that dirty, toxic water
south.

——————

STOP THE GOVERNMENT FROM
SPYING ON AMERICAN CITIZENS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, mil-
lions of data sheets spit out of the
printer inside a thick-walled, secure fa-
cility. Across the top are Americans’
names, a list of phone numbers dialed,
the time and date called, and the fre-
quency in which they called or texted a
person.

“Who is doing this?”’ you might ask.
A criminal organization? A private in-
vestigator? Who is intentionally stalk-
ing and gathering data on innocent
American citizens without their knowl-
edge?

Well, it is not a nefarious organiza-
tion operating behind closed doors. It
is not the Russians. It is the spying
eyes of the United States Federal Gov-
ernment.

In the aftermath of 9/11, the govern-
ment authorized once-secret programs
by the NSA to collect information on
bad actors, primarily terrorists, who
wish to create mayhem. They were ter-
rorists overseas.

As the subcommittee chairman of
Terrorism, Nonproliferation, and
Trade, I agree that we should go after
terrorists. Our government should use
techniques they have on those people
who wish to destroy America and find
out what those terrorists are doing.

But despite the overall intention of
the law, the program has been cor-
rupted. Not only does the NSA collect
information on terrorists, which they
should do, but it collects data on ordi-
nary American citizens, including com-
munications, emails, and text mes-
sages.

The government does not have a spe-
cific Fourth Amendment warrant to
collect and search this data on Ameri-
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cans, but it does it anyway. The Fourth
Amendment says the warrantless
search and seizure is unconstitutional
without a probable cause warrant. But
the government ignores the Constitu-
tion.

This sensitive information is placed
into a searchable database by the gov-
ernment, a secret database. Sometimes
the government decides to go into that
database that was seized without a
Fourth Amendment warrant and
checks to see how many times a name
comes up. They take that information
and do a reverse search, checking to
see if the citizen’s identifying informa-
tion is in the database.

Remember, Mr. Speaker, this is done
by our government on Americans, in
secret, without a Fourth Amendment
warrant.

For years, the NSA has refused to
provide data on the number of Ameri-
cans swept up in their secret searches.
I have advocated for years that the
NSA level with Americans, our govern-
ment, and the Congress as to how much
information they are seizing.

Several months ago, the House voted
for a flawed FISA bill, the Foreign In-
telligence Surveillance Act, which, un-
fortunately, reauthorized the
warrantless surveillance of American
citizens. The only good thing to come
out of this spying bill is a hard-fought
provision releasing the numbers of
Americans wrapped up in government
spying. Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker,
they paint a grim picture for the pri-
vacy of Fourth Amendment protec-
tions.

In 2017 alone, the NSA unconsti-
tutionally gathered data on 7,512 U.S.
persons, a search without a probable
cause warrant. This is up from 5,288 in
2016.

According to a previous report by
The Washington Post, 90 percent of the
account holders whose communications
were collected were not targets. That
means the government was just fishing
around in the data they had collected
and searching information on Ameri-
cans without a warrant.

Privacy must not be forsaken on the
false altar of national security. As a
former judge, I am very concerned
about the loss of our Fourth Amend-
ment right of privacy in the United
States based on this unconstitutional
action by the NSA.

The Fourth Amendment is sacred to
this country and to the Founders who
drafted it. It is up to Congress to up-
hold Americans’ Fourth Amendment
rights. We must reform an article
called 702 to require that if the govern-
ment wants to look at the data that
was seized on Americans, they do it
with a search warrant, based on the
Fourth Amendment. If they don’t have
a search warrant based on the Fourth
Amendment, then they cannot seize
and go through that information.

It is a very simple concept, Mr.
Speaker, and I would hope that Con-
gress would act to stop our government
from spying on American citizens in
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the name of national security. It is un-
constitutional.
And that is just the way it is.

———

TWILIGHT WISH FOUNDATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to recognize a nonprofit organiza-
tion in Bucks County, Pennsylvania,
that recently celebrated its 15th anni-
versary.

The Twilight Wish Foundation, based
in Doylestown, seeks to grant the wish-
es of low-income senior citizens. These
wishes can be big or small, ranging
from meeting Philadelphia Eagles
players to the purchasing of a new pair
of eyeglasses.

As a society, Mr. Speaker, it is in-
cumbent upon all of us as both public
servants and citizens to support pro-
grams and support policies that protect
our senior citizens. I commend the
work done by the Twilight Wish Foun-
dation, and I applaud the leadership of
founder and Chairman of the Board
Cass Forkin. I would also like to thank
Vice President Robin Kardane; Direc-
tor of Community Relations Mary
Farrell; and Director of Wish Manage-
ment Michelle Bowren, for all their in-
credible work for our community.

RECOGNIZING BOB CONSULMAGNO

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
am proud to recognize a resident of
Bucks County, Pennsylvania, who re-
cently broke his fourth world record.

Bob Consulmagno of Morrisville suc-
cessfully broke the record for the most
outstanding ab wheel rollouts while
wearing a 40-pound weight vest. Mak-
ing this feat more impressive is that
Bob, a retired marine, completed this
major accomplishment to raise aware-
ness of mental illness.

Diagnosed with post-traumatic stress
disorder and bipolar disorder, Bob
turned to sports and physical training
to battle mental illness. Using his
athleticism to garner attention to
those who struggle from mental illness,
Bob hopes to end the stigma with
which it is often associated and to pro-
mote treatment for military veterans.

I am proud to call Bob my con-
stituent, and I am thankful for his
service to our community and for turn-
ing challenging experiences into posi-
tive and educational engagements.
RECOGNIZING THE KAITLIN MURPHY FOUNDATION

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize a nonprofit or-
ganization in Bucks County, Pennsyl-
vania, that is working tirelessly to as-
sist those struggling with drug addic-
tion.

The Kaitlin Murphy Foundation, es-
tablished to honor the life and memory
of Kaitlin Murphy of Doylestown, part-
ners with law enforcement agencies
and organizations with similar mis-
sions to provide resources to those suf-
fering from substance abuse, along
with their families.
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Some of these organizations include
the HEART Program, which serves to
rehabilitate females suffering from ad-
diction at the Bucks County Correc-
tional Facility; the Moyer Founda-
tion’s Camp Mariposa; and Bucks
County Police Assisting in Recovery.
For their work, the Kaitlin Murphy
Foundation recently received a grant
from Warrington Cares, the employee
charity of Warrington Township.

I am proud to represent such
thoughtful and generous people in our
community, and I applaud the work of
the Kaitlin Murphy Foundation and
Warrington Cares, and I will continue
to do my part here in Washington to
end this public health crisis.

Lastly, I would like to extend my ap-
preciation to Kaitlin’s parents, Tim
and Pat Murphy of Doylestown;
Kaitlin’s brother, Sean; and the organi-
zation’s president, Annemarie Murphy
of Warrington for all their work for our
community.

——
EQUALITY FOR PUERTO RICO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Puerto Rico (Miss GONZALEZ-COLON) for
5 minutes. . .

Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto
Rico. Mr. Speaker, on June 27, I was
joined by more than 40 Members of this
House in introducing H.R. 6246, the
Puerto Rico Admission Act of 2018.
That number has since grown to al-
most 50 Members. This is truly a bipar-
tisan bill that sets forth a transition
process that will result in the formal
admission of Puerto Rico as a State of
the Union, on an equal footing and in
true permanent union with the rest of
the States.

H.R. 6246 would constitute Congress’
long overdue response to the citizens of
Puerto Rico who, twice in the past 6
years, have overwhelmingly voted by 97
percent and 61 percent margins ex-
pressing their political will to join
their fellow Americans as equal in our
Union.

After 120 years under the U.S. flag
and 101 years as American citizens,
Puerto Ricans remain disenfranchised
and trapped in a second-class status
that denied us the same rights and re-
sponsibilities as our fellow citizens in
the States.

Puerto Ricans do not enjoy a demo-
cratic form of government at the na-
tional level because we can’t vote for
the President and the Vice President of
the United States. We don’t have a vot-
ing representation here in this Con-
gress that every day passes laws that
affect us and affect our future. That
lack of a democratic form of govern-
ment at the local level is due to Con-
gress passing PROMESA in 2016, se-
verely limiting the powers of the duly-
elected government of the island.

This lack of full participation in the
Federal Government that enacts the
laws and the rules that Puerto Ricans
live under, combined with the absolute
power of the U.S. Congress under our
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Article IV, section 3, clause 2 of the
Constitution to treat us equally under
those laws has proven to be a funda-
mental limitation on the fulfillment of
our potential as a people.

The combination of these inequities,
which were unmasked and further ex-
acerbated by last year’s historic hurri-
canes, has led to incoherent and arbi-
trary Federal policies that have lim-
ited the island’s opportunities to maxi-
mize our full economic potential.

I am certain that not even one of my
stateside colleagues in this Congress
would accept a territorial status like
Puerto Rico’s for their own constitu-
ents. It is my hope that all of them will
recognize and respect that the people
of Puerto Rico are no longer willing to
accept it either.

I also trust that my colleagues will
credit Puerto Rico for aspiring to have
the first-class citizenship and equality
they have been denied for over a cen-
tury, with the same rights and respon-
sibilities as their fellow citizens in the
States.

My constituents might not have a
vote in the government that makes
their national laws, but they have a
voice. They made that voice heard loud
and clear not just once, but twice.
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Every Member who supports H.R. 6246
will send a clear message that he or she
is standing up for a powerful principle:
that the people of Puerto Rico are
American citizens who have, in war
and peace, made countless contribu-
tions and greatly enriched the life of
this Nation for generations.

More than 250,000 Puerto Ricans have
served in our military forces and brave-
ly fought in every conflict since the
Great War, side by side with the citi-
zens of other States, defending our
democratic values all over the world.
Yet, they are denied the right to vote
for their Commander in Chief.

A disproportionately large number of
them have made the ultimate sacrifice
in battle. When they do, their caskets
are flown back to this country, draped
in an American flag that contains just
50 stars, but none of those represent
them and represent Puerto Rico.

Furthermore, those who are fortu-
nate to return to the island and join
the ranks of the more than 100,000 vet-
erans living on the island encounter a
system that discriminates against
them and treats them as second-class
citizens.

Furthermore, because of these long-
standing inequities, in the last 10 years
alone, more than 400,000 Puerto Ricans
have relocated to the States in the
search for equality.

That is the equality we are looking
for in this bill, a truly bipartisan bill
that will let Puerto Rico become the
51st State of the Nation.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
this bill and acknowledge the situation
in Puerto Rico and let us become first-
class U.S. citizens.
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FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE REVIEW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, the Se-
curities and Exchange Act of 1934 re-
quires most SEC registrants to file a
form 10Q quarterly report with the
SEC. The form 10Q includes condensed
financial information and other data
prepared by a company and reviewed
by independent auditors.

Although technology has evolved
rapidly over the years, the form 10Q
used today was adopted in 1950. My leg-
islation, H.R. 5970, the Modernizing
Disclosures for Investors Act, requires
the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion, the SEC, to report to Congress
the costs and benefits of form 10Q and
recommendations for decreasing costs
while increasing transparency and effi-
ciency of quarterly financial reporting.

Specifically, my bill requires the
SEC to look at emerging growth com-
panies that are particularly susceptible
to the burdens and complexities associ-
ated with current reporting require-
ments. In recent years, annual and
quarterly reporting requirements have
grown in size and complexity, making
it more difficult for investors to deter-
mine relevant information, often leav-
ing them overwhelmed and unable to
make sound investment decisions.

Furthermore, some companies be-
lieve that current reporting require-
ments have become a barrier to reg-
istering as publicly traded companies,
as noted by a 2011 report by the IPO
Task Force. The report, which was
prompted by the JOBS Act of 2012,
found that 92 percent of public com-
pany leaders said that the administra-
tive burden of public reporting was a
significant challenge to completing an
IPO and becoming a public company.

Finally, I would like to note that my
legislation is timely. At a recent SEC
oversight hearing, Chairman Clayton
highlighted in his testimony that: “We
should regularly review whether we
have disclosure requirements that are
outdated, duplicative, or can otherwise
be improved.”’

In addition, just last week, the SEC
finalized a rule expanding the defini-
tion of smaller reporting companies,
which will allow them to be eligible for
scaled disclosures.

Before I conclude, I want to take a
minute to thank Congressman
GOTTHEIMER for his willingness to work
across the aisle and to get this bill to
the finish line. With the passage of
H.R. 5970 just last evening, we have
provided yet another example of how
Congress can work together in a bipar-
tisan manner.

———
IMPROVING CHOICES IN
HEALTHCARE COVERAGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. BubpD) for 5 min-
utes.



July 11, 2018

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, the cost of
health insurance is on the minds of
many Americans this summer, and it
should be.

Nearly half a million people in North
Carolina buy their health insurance on
the ObamaCare marketplace. The aver-
age price for these plans continues to
go up each and every year.

This wouldn’t be as much of an issue
if there were many options to choose
from, but, unfortunately, there are not.
Blue Cross, the only insurer that is
still in all 100 counties in our State,
announced that they were raising rates
by an average of nearly 19 percent
going into 2017. Then they raised them
again this year by over 14 percent. I ex-
pect them to do the same next year,
the year after that, and in coming
years after that.

It is clear to me that the individual
mandate didn’t actually lower the cost
of health insurance, and bailing out big
insurance companies certainly didn’t
help either.

Mr. Speaker, as you know very well,
we need an off-ramp from ObamaCare.
We need a solution that allows for
more competition, because competition
drives down prices and allows people to
purchase health insurance without
going bankrupt.

While we continue to work toward
getting a full repeal and replace on the
President’s desk, I believe we should
also pass a simple bill right now that
would provide millions of Americans a
way to buy more affordable health in-
surance

Short-term, limited-duration medical
plans are designed to provide coverage
for a limited time when someone is be-
tween health insurance policies—indi-
viduals who are between jobs, for ex-
ample—but these plans are also exempt
from having to abide by ObamaCare’s
regulatory regime.

The Obama administration was con-
cerned with these plans becoming at-
tractive alternatives to ObamaCare. So
before they left office in 2016, they
issued a regulation that defined these
short-term policies as those that are
less than 3 months long.

I believe strengthening these types of
plans would be a huge step in the right
direction. That is why, last month, I
introduced a simple bill called the Im-
proving Choices in Health Care Cov-
erage Act.

This bill would do two simple things.
It would allow people to stay on these
less expensive, short-term medical
plans for as long as 364 days, and it
would allow them to renew these plans
for multiple years.

According to the American Action
Forum, which looked at different find-
ings from the Congressional Budget Of-
fice, the Urban Institute, and the Com-
monwealth Fund, there seems to be a
consensus that these plans would be at-
tractive to consumers because of their
low premiums, and, thus, enrollment
would likely be into the millions.

I hear from constituents every time I
g0 back home that their monthly pre-
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miums are way too high. Mr. Speaker,
this bill is one way we can relieve some
of their financial stress. With looming
announcements by big insurance com-
panies that they are again going to be
increasing premiums, the time to act is
now.

———
RUSSIA’S MILITARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, I voted for the first Gulf war
many years ago because our leaders at
that time said Saddam Hussein was the
greatest threat since Hitler and told us
all about Hussein’s powerful, elite
troops.

I then saw these same elite troops
surrender to CNN camera crews and
empty tanks. I realized then, and many
times since, that the threats had been
and continue to be greatly exagger-
ated. For this and many other reasons,
I voted against the second Gulf war in
2002.

Most of these threats are more about
money and power than they are about
real danger to the U.S. They also seem
to be because many of our leaders seem
to be a little too eager to go to war and
want to be new Winston Churchills and
prove how tough they are, how patri-
otic, and how they are great leaders.
Mr. Speaker, it is certainly not patri-
otic at all to send young Americans to
fight very unnecessary wars.

With these thoughts as background, I
would like to read part of conservative
syndicated columnist HEric Margolis’
most recent column.

First, let me say that President
Trump is correct in saying that NATO
countries should not continue to ex-
pect the U.S. to pay for their defense
needs.

Mr. Margolis’ column, in part, is as
follows:

Germany is reported to have less than 20
operational tanks. Canada’s armed forces ap-
pear to be smaller than the New York City
Police Department.

But the Europeans ask, ‘‘Defense against
whom?’”’ The Soviet Union was a huge threat
back in the Cold War when the mighty Red
army had 55,000 tanks pointed west. Today,
Russia’s land and naval power has evapo-
rated. Russia has perhaps 5,500 main battle
tanks in active service and a similar number
in storage, a far cry from its armored jug-
gernaut of the Cold War.

More important, Russia’s military budget
for 2018 was only $61 billion, actually down 17
percent from last year. Russia is facing hard
economic times. Russia has slipped to fourth
place in military spending after the U.S.,
China, and Saudi Arabia.

The U.S. and its wealthy allies account for
two-thirds of world military spending. In
fact, the U.S.’” total military budget, includ-
ing for nuclear weapons and foreign wars, is
about $1 trillion, 50 percent of total U.S.
Government discretionary spending.

In addition, Russia must defend a vast ter-
ritory from the Baltic to the Pacific. The
U.S. is fortunate in having Mexico and Can-
ada as neighbors. Russia has North Korea,
China, India, the Middle East, and NATO to
watch.
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As with its naval forces, Russia’s armies
are too far apart to lend one another mutual
support. Two vulnerable rail lines are Rus-
sia’s main land link between European Rus-
sia and its Pacific Far East.

Trump’s extra supplemental military
budget boost this year of $54 billion is almost
as large as Russia’s entire 2018 military
budget. As for Trump’s claim that Europe is
not paying its fair share of NATO expenses,
note that Britain and France combined to-
gether spend more on their military forces
than Russia.

In Europe, it is hard to find many people
who still consider Russia a serious threat,
except for some dipsy Danes, right-wing
Swedes, and assorted Russophobic East Eu-
ropeans. The main fear of Russia seems con-
centrated in the minds of American
neoconservatives, media, and victims of the

bizarre anti-Russian hysteria that has
gripped the U.S.
Mr. Speaker, that is from the

Margolis column, and I hope that Mem-
bers in this Congress will keep those
words in mind.

PRO-GROWTH POLICIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because I want to talk about our
pro-growth policies that are working
for the American people.

Throughout this year, I have met
with small-business owners, college
students, seniors, and folks all across
my district to hear how the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act has impacted them. Time
and again—time and again—I hear the
same story: People have more money
in their pockets. Their businesses are
doing well. Their utility bills are
lower. Their small businesses are ex-
panding. Their economic outlook is
better than it used to be. And we are
headed in the right direction.

Employers are now investing not
only in their businesses but, more im-
portantly, in their people. These bene-
fits are not just limited to my district
in Georgia. Our economy is booming
across this great Nation, and Ameri-
cans across this country are reaping
the benefits of comprehensive tax re-
form.

Thanks to our pro-growth policies,
we are finally seeing true economic re-
covery, and America is on a path to
being the best place in the world to do
business once again.

Our work isn’t done. We still have
work to do. And we will continue to
fight for the American worker and
American business while we make this
the greatest place in the world to do
business. I look forward to continuing
to work with my colleagues to do just
that.

It is mind-boggling to me, when you
look around this great Nation and you
see the success, that we actually have
Members of this body who want to take
that success away from this country
and want to take money out of the
American people’s pockets and bring it
right back here to Washington, D.C.
That is a thought process that I think
is wrong, and I don’t understand it.
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We need to keep fighting for the
American family, the American work-
er, the American business, so that this
country continues to be the best place
in the world to do business. Tax reform
is an example of how we get that done.

————

RECOGNIZING HUNTER TRUCK
SALES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
80th anniversary of a reputable busi-
ness headquartered in my hometown of
Butler, Pennsylvania: Hunter Truck
Sales.

Hunter Truck Sales is a family
owned and operated, authorized dealer
of Peterbilt and International heavy-
duty trucks and is one of the largest

heavy-duty truck commercial pro-
viders in the Northeast.
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Hunter Truck is a staple of the com-
munity, and their success over the last
80 years confirms that the American
Dream is alive and thriving in Pennsyl-
vania and throughout the whole United
States.

Hunter Truck Sales is a name that
has been synonymous with reliability
since its founding in 1938. The business
was started by Homer Hunter. Homer
opened a small service station in the
rural town of Eau Claire, Pennsyl-
vania, and quickly developed a reputa-
tion for his unparalleled commitment
to trucking solutions with personalized
sales, service, and parts.

With hard work and unwavering dedi-
cation, the company has continuously
grown and was eventually awarded a
new truck sales franchise from Inter-
national Harvester, followed by earn-
ing a Peterbilt heavy-duty truck fran-
chise.

Homer, along with his brothers, cre-
ated a customer-centric business that
focused on teamwork, trust, account-
ability, and integrity. These very val-
ues led the company to its many
achievements, and they remain at the
core of the Hunter Truck Sales today,
which is now owned and operated by
the third generation of the Hunter fam-
ily: Jeff Hunter, Dave Hunter, William
Hunter, and Nancy Hunter-Mycka.

Hunter Truck currently operates 20
locations in Pennsylvania, West Vir-
ginia, New York, and New Jersey, and
proudly employs nearly 1,000 people.
Keep in mind all this started with a
small service station and a family with
big dreams and great work ethic. It is
families like the Hunters who help
local economies flourish by estab-
lishing successful business practices
that can be sustained for multiple gen-
erations.

While the services provided have
evolved and the scope of the business
has expanded, Hunter Truck remains
fully committed to both their cus-
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tomers and the communities they call
home.

As a leader in the heavy-duty truck
industry, Hunter truck has invested in
its workforce and in unique tech-
nologies that align with their mission,
which is to build long-term relation-
ships that reflect value, integrity, and
teamwork by providing their -cus-
tomers with excellent parts, service,
and products.

It is truly an honor to recognize the
Hunter family and Hunter Truck Sales
for their pioneering spirit in the dem-
onstration of core American values. I
encourage them to continue on what
they have built with absolute pride—
not boastful pride, but pride in know-
ing what Mr. Hunter started in 1938 has
flourished and has provided so many
jobs for so many people for so long. It
is an incredible tribute to the way
Americans think.

Small businesses are the backbone of
this country, and Hunter Truck Sales
is truly an inspiration to entrepreneurs
everywhere.

————
UPHOLD THE STIMSON DOCTRINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FERGUSON). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. CON-
NOLLY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I am
concerned that the President of the
United States is engaged in a massive
campaign of deception that threatens
to upend U.S. policy towards Crimea,
shake confidence in U.S. global leader-
ship, and override the stated will of the
United States Congress.

This dangerous precedent set in Cri-
mea cannot be overstated. Putin’s forc-
ible and illegal annexation of Crimea,
the first forcible seizure of territory in
Europe since World War II, undermines
Ukrainian sovereignty and threatens
the stability of European borders.

Acquiescence on the part of the
United States threatens the security of
sovereign nations. Who is next?
Moldova? Georgia? The Baltic States?

It is the longstanding policy of the
United States not to recognize terri-
torial changes effected by force, as dic-
tated by the Stimson Doctrine estab-
lished in 1932 by then Republican Sec-
retary of State Henry Stimson.

We upheld that doctrine with the
issuance of the Welles Declaration in
1940, which stated emphatically that
the United States would not recognize
the illegal annexation of the Baltic
States by then the Soviet Union. That
policy remained in effect for 50 long
years.

For more than 50 years, we stood by
the Baltic Republics of Estonia, Lith-
uania, and Latvia, sometimes in the
face of ridicule. Today, they are inde-
pendent sovereign states and good
members of NATO. The collective wis-
dom of the previous and current admin-
istrations, Congress, our European al-
lies, and the American public is that
similar principles must be adopted
with respect to Crimea.
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Crimea was Putin’s original violation
in the Ukraine, and we have limited
credibility objecting to Russia’s subse-
quent invasion of the Luhansk and
Donetsk if we do not stand firm with
respect to Crimea.

The Obama administration estab-
lished a nonrecognition policy toward
Russian sovereignty over Crimea and
levied sanctions against individuals
and entities enabling Russia’s occupa-
tion. Our allies in Europe stood with us
shoulder to shoulder in emphasizing
and enforcing those sanctions.

Congress codified President Obama’s
Crimea sanctions and has repeatedly
used the power of the purse to prohibit
the use of government funds for any ac-
tion that would recognize the de jure
or de facto illegal annexation of Cri-
mea.

And in the Countering America’s Ad-
versaries Through Sanctions Act, Con-
gress reiterated its support for the
Stimson Doctrine and its application
to the illegal invasions by Russia and
occupations of Abkhazia and South
Ossetia in Georgia, Crimea, and eastern
Ukraine, and the Transnistria region of
Moldova. Even the State Department
for the current administration has reit-
erated our nonrecognition policy and
enforced Crimea sanctions.

But through all of this, one man
stands alone atop his bully pulpit with
opaque intentions and armed with an
arsenal of half-truths and downright
lies. That person is the President of the
United States, Donald Trump.

I do not particularly care that Don-
ald Trump personally admires Vladi-
mir Putin. Everyone needs a role
model. However, President Trump’s
willful ignorance of the crisis in the
Ukraine has had him repeat propa-
ganda and support policies that are so
foreign that they would make Mr.
Putin very happy.

It was candidate Trump who said
both ‘“‘Crimea has been taken” and
Putin is ‘“‘not going into Ukraine.” I
will not attempt to untangle the con-
tradictions therein. I trust President
Trump has had time to study and un-
derstand why his comments betrayed a
shockingly tenuous grasp of U.S. for-
eign policy and our increasingly dan-
gerous geopolitical climate.

As Commander in Chief, the Presi-
dent has since had time to learn more
about the situation in the Crimea and
eastern Ukraine. Unfortunately, he has
learned all the wrong lesson