January 10, 2018

It is very personal as to whether a
member of a family can bring someone
they love—some relative in their fam-
ily—to the United States. Even if they
decide to bring them—incidentally,
they may be waiting 30 years, in the
case of those who are seeking entry
into the United States through family
visas; 80 years, from China; 160 years
from Mexico. Some of these things are
unrealistic and will never happen, but
to talk about family unification really
strikes home with a lot of families.

I want to hear the President’s point
of view, but I want to deal with this in
the most sensitive and sincere way. We
don’t want to flood the United States
with people who are any danger to us,
No. 1, or nonproductive citizens, but we
certainly want to see families unified.

There is a question about diversity
visas. I will not go into it because it is
a long story—the creation of this pro-
gram, where it is today, and where it
might be in the future.

Here is what I do believe after yester-
day’s meeting. I believe President Don-
ald Trump called for that meeting be-
cause he wanted to let the American
people know he was serious. He wanted
to show them he could be a President
presiding over a table with 24, 256 Mem-
bers of Congress from both political
parties and tackle a sensitive, delicate,
challenging issue. He wants to show
the American people he can lead. I
want to help him lead if the goal is to
make sure DACA and the Dreamers ul-
timately have their chance to be part
of America’s future.

I am willing to work in good faith
with the President to compromise,
whatever it takes, to bring this for-
ward. There are so many lives hanging
in the balance, and this is one of
them—this wonderful, brilliant young
woman who wants to make not only
the world a better place but America a
better place. She simply wants the
chance to be here and be part of Amer-
ica’s future. We can give her no less.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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REMEMBERING MATT HILLYARD

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today I
wish to pay tribute to a remarkable
man whose smile and beautiful soul
touched the lives of everyone he met.
Matthew Hillyard passed away peace-
fully at his family home on January 4,
2018, to the grief of not only his family
and close friends but to everyone who
knew him in the Utah Legislature.

Matt, the loving son of Lyle and
Alice Hillyard, was born with Down
syndrome. His parents were told he
would not live past adolescence; yet he
defied the odds and packed a lot of life
into 42 years on Earth. Matt never let
his disability define him; instead, he
shared his special light with everyone
who caught his eye.

Matt’s father, Lyle, has served as a
Utah lawmaker since 1981. The father-
and-son duo became a fixture of the
Utah Legislature. When things got
tense on the senate floor, Matt’s inno-
cence stood as a light to other law-
makers, defusing tension and stress
during the most heated debates. He
made friends with people from all
walks of life—be they legislators, secu-
rity guards, or schoolchildren visiting
the capitol. Matt’s smile and his big
hugs were legendary, and people would
often line up to be the recipient of his
affection.

I had the privilege of enjoying Matt’s
hugs and greetings on many occasions,
and I never left his side without feeling
I had been in the presence of a truly re-
markable son of our Heavenly Father.
Legislative bodies across our country
would be well-served with the steady
presence of someone like Matt, a kind
soul who gives love and unwavering
friendship to all.

I believe there is a special place in
Heaven for Matt, who personified the
pure love of Christ. He lived a life of
sweet innocence, friendship, and love.
His warm embrace and sweet smile will
be greatly missed by all. It is my great-
est hope that his family and all who
knew him will find joy and peace in the
memories we have shared with this ex-
traordinary man.

———

LANDMINES

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, according
to Landmine Monitor, which is the
world’s best source of data on the pro-
duction, use, export, stockpiling, and
clearance of landmines, cluster muni-
tions, and other unexploded ordnance,
2016 was a terrible year for casualties
caused by mines and other UXO.

In 2016, the Monitor recorded 8,605
casualties, of which at least 2,089 peo-
ple were fatalities. That is the highest
number since 1999, and it includes the
most casualties of children ever re-
corded. Civilians represented 78 percent
of recorded casualties in 2016. There are
still 61 countries that are known to be
contaminated with landmines.

On the positive side, approximately
232,000 landmines were destroyed in
2016, and 66 square miles of land were
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cleared of mines and other UXO. Inter-
national donors and UXO affected
countries increased support in 2016 for
UXO clearance programs by $40 million
above the previous year to $564.5 mil-
lion. The United States was, like pre-
vious years, by far the largest donor.

It is also encouraging that, since
March 1, 1999, when the international
treaty banning antipersonnel land-
mines came into force, 163 countries
have joined. That is an extraordinary
achievement for a treaty that owes its
existence to the vision and persever-
ance of hundreds of advocacy, human
rights, arms control, humanitarian or-
ganizations, and journalists, around
the world, and the leadership of former
Canadian Foreign Minister Lloyd
Axworthy; yet despite this progress
and substantial declining in the past
few years, the number of innocent peo-
ple maimed and killed by mines has
steadily increased.

There are several explanations for
this. Rebel groups like ISIS routinely
use landmines and other improvised ex-
plosive devices. The wars in Syria,
Iraq, Afghanistan, and Yemen have
been largely responsible. It may never
be possible to completely eradicate the
use of landmines by rebel groups, for
the weapon is so cheap to manufacture
while causing such harm.

But the major powers that have not
joined the treaty—the United States,
Russia, China, Pakistan, and India—
also share the blame. Antipersonnel
landmines, which are designed to be
triggered indiscriminately by the vic-
tim, whether an unsuspecting farmer
or an enemy or friendly combatant,
have no place in the arsenals of modern
militaries. It is hypocrisy to claim on
the one hand, as our military does,
that it uses every precaution to avoid
harming civilians and prides itself on
its precision weapons, and on the other
hand to insist on the right to use a
weapon that is the antithesis of precise
and overwhelmingly harms civilians.

I have spoken more times than I can
count about the scourge of anti-
personnel landmines and the need for
the United States to join the Mine Ban
Treaty so we are no longer an excuse
for other countries not to join. Our
military has not used landmines for
more than two decades. In fact, U.S.
policy now strictly limits the use of
antipersonnel mines to the Korean Pe-
ninsula, but we do not need them.
What we need is the best protection for
our troops to maneuver safely through
minefields. We should have banned
these indiscriminate weapons a long
time ago, and we would have if land-
mines were blowing off the arms and
legs of children in this Nation the way
they are in others, but we have learned
that the Pentagon is not in the habit of
giving up weapons, even if they are
weapons that deserve to be relegated to
the dustbin of history. That decision
will only be made by a President who is
willing to do what is morally right.

Landmines have been aptly described
as weapons of mass destruction in slow
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