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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
LOUISA BRINSON

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR.

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the achievements of Louisa Brinson,
a federal employee who is retiring after more
than thirty-seven years of service at the Social
Security Administration (SSA).

Ms. Brinson began work at SSA in 1979 as
a Summer Aide in the Las Vegas, Nevada,
field office. Shortly thereafter, she was pro-
moted to be a Claims Development Clerk. In
1985, she was detailed to Baltimore Head-
quarters where she joined the Operations
team in the Modular District Office. After the
detail, she joined the Alexandria, Virginia, field
office complex where she received all of her
promotions, beginning with Service Represent-
ative, Claims Representative, Management
Support Specialist, Operations Supervisor, and
since 2007, the District Manager of the Arling-
ton, Virginia, field office.

With her high level of energy and enthu-
siasm, Ms. Brinson has made significant con-
tributions to SSA during her career. Her ability
to envision and adapt to change was evident
in her leadership. She has shared her wisdom
and knowledge of how important it is to have
trust with the public SSA serves, as well as
the employees she managed. Her devotion to
the important mission of the Social Security
Administration has been characterized by a
commitment to excellence and to providing the
highest level of support to her staff and man-
agement team.

Ms. Brinson is not only a dedicated federal
employee who has helped untold numbers of
my constituents in Virginia’s 8th Congressional
District; she also is one of my constituents.
Today | salute Louisa Brinson for her leader-
ship, her compassion, and her years of serv-
ice to our country. We here in Northern Vir-
ginia are fortunate to have her as a public
servant and as a friend and neighbor.

1ZZABELLE ALLEN
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Izzabelle Allen
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Izzabelle Allen is a student at Arvada K-8
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by lzzabelle
Allen is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels

strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Izzabelle Allen for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

———

RECOGNIZING THE STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP CHRISTIAN BROTHERS
ACADEMY LACROSSE TEAM

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the victory of the Christian Brothers
Academy Lacrosse Team in the New York
State Public High School Association Class D
Championship on June 10, 2017. The CBA
Brothers defeated the Westlake Wildcats 12—
5 to secure the Brothers’ first state title in pro-
gram history.

The Brothers, finishing the season 18-5,
were determined to win the program’s first
state title. Senior Alex Calkins, the game
MVP, scored five goals to lead the Brothers to
victory. Other members of the state champion-
ship include Michael Adornato, Joey AKI,
Wyatt Auyer, Augustus Bonacci, Sam Bonacci,
Peyton Bowler, Matt Buck, Francis Cannizzo,
Tommie Caputo, CJ Carbone, Michael
Catalano, Doug DeMarche, Zach Eber, Will
Fallon, lan Henderson, Malcolm Jackson,
Colin Kelly, Lewes Kunda, Sam Lubinga, Matt
Luddington, Ryan MacKenzie, Joey Matheson,
Michael Matheson, Ben McCreary, Patrick
O’Brien, Dan Polhemus, Lynch Raby, ZJ
Shahin, Preston Taylor, Matt Vavonese, Gabe
Vinal, Eli Weiss, Gregory Wells, and Jace
Whelan. The team is coached by Ric Beards-
ley.

I am honored to recognize the teamwork
displayed by the CBA Brothers and to con-
gratulate the members of the team, their fami-
lies, the coaching staff, and teachers at Chris-
tian Brothers Academy. This is a historic win
for Central New York and | am confident that
the positive experiences from the 2017 season
will yield continued success in both athletics
and academics.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CAROL SHEA-PORTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, due to a
very long flight delay, | regret that | was un-
able to make votes on June 20, 2017. Had |
been present, | would have voted YEA on Roll
Call No. 309 and Roll Call No. 310.

COMMEMORATING CARIBBEAN
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in commemoration of Caribbean Amer-
ican Heritage Month, which celebrates and
recognizes the significant contributions made
by Caribbean Americans that have strength-
ened our country and made it better.

This month also marks the 55th anniver-
saries of independence for the Caribbean na-
tions of Jamaica and of Trinidad and Tobago.

Although a half century has passed since
they gained their independence, the struggle
they waged to win their freedom still stands as
a testament to the ideals of our own great na-
tion.

| am privileged to represent a large segment
of Houston, Texas, which is home to more
than 300,000 Americans of Caribbean herit-
age, making it one of the largest, most di-
verse, and vibrant Caribbean-American com-
munities in the nation.

Mr. Speaker, Americans of Caribbean herit-
age have made a positive impact on virtually
every aspect of American life, including the
arts, science, business, education, athletics,
military, and government.

For example, in the area of government and
public affairs America has benefitted from the
contributions of Colin Powell, a former Sec-
retary of State and Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff; U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice;
former Members of Congress Mervyn Dymally
of California, and Shirley Chisholm of New
York, and current Congresswoman YVETTE
CLARKE of New York; and KAMALA HARRIS, the
Attorney General of California.

Caribbean Americans have enriched Amer-
ican art and culture with the legendary per-
formances of Sidney Poitier, Harry Belafonte,
Cicely Tyson, Nia Long, and Cuba Gooding,
Jr.; the writings of authors W.E.B. DuBois and
Malcolm Gladwell; the music of Beyonce
Knowles, Lenny Kravitz, Rihanna, and Wyclef
Jean; and the prowess of great athletes like
Carl Lewis, Tim Duncan, Patrick Ewing, San-
dra Richards-Ross, and Ndamukong Suh.

Mr. Speaker, | am very pleased that in Oc-
tober, in the city of Houston, will be venue of
the 6th annual Caribbean American Heritage
Month Festival, which celebrates the rich cul-
ture of the Caribbean with a showcase of
beautiful costumes, music, food, and enjoy-
ment for all.

| also wish to recognize the leadership of
the Caribbean American Heritage Foundation
of Texas, which works to assist Texas Carib-
bean Organizations achieve their goals and to
advocate on behalf of the peoples of Carib-
bean descent.

| congratulate the Caribbean American Her-
itage Foundation of Texas, the Caribbean Her-
itage Organization in my home city of Hous-
ton, and the many community organizations
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and volunteers across the nation for their ef-
forts in making Caribbean American Heritage
Month the success that it is.

During this month | hope all Americans will
join with me in celebrating the remarkable his-
tory, culture, and contributions of Caribbean
Americans to our nation’s past and future.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF TOM
PELLEGRINI, FOR FORTY YEARS
OF SERVICE AT NEPA ALLIANCE

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Tom Pellegrini on the occasion
of his retirement from the Northeastern Penn-
sylvania Alliance after forty years of service.
NEPA Alliance is a regional community and
economic development agency that assists
businesses and organizations with financial
and non-financial resources and solutions to
help them grow and succeed. NEPA Alliance’s
work in Northeastern Pennsylvania has been
invaluable.

Tom is a graduate of King’s College, holding
a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Government and
Politics, and he also completed additional
coursework in Business Administration. He
has been the driving force behind hundreds of
grants during his time at the NEPA Alliance.
Tom’s work has aided numerous economic
development agencies, non-profits, colleges,
and universities.

Over his stellar career, Tom has been a
member of the Luzerne County Business Incu-
bator Center Advisory Board, the Scranton/
Lackawanna Labor Management Council
Board, and has served as the Campaign Co-
ordinator for the United Way.

Tom resides in Exeter with his wife. He has
three children and is also a grandfather. Tom
is an avid sports fan and has enjoyed coach-
ing in a number of student basketball leagues
as well as the Exeter Lions Little League.

On behalf of the entire political leadership of
Northeastern Pennsylvania, | recognize Tom
for his years of service working with govern-
ment agencies to secure funding for key
projects in the region. Tom has been a great
resource to the community; he will be missed
in a well-deserved retirement, and we all wish
him the best.

HALIMA BANGURA
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Halima
Bangura for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Halima Bangura is a student at Standley
Lake High School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Halima
Bangura is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
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levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Halima Bangura for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MAXINE WATERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. Mr.
Speaker, due to a medical emergency involv-
ing another passenger, my flight from Los An-
geles, California to Washington, D.C. was
forced to land mid-flight in Kansas City, Mis-
souri. The flight was grounded for an hour be-
fore we were able to continue on to our final
destination. Unfortunately, we were unable to
make up enough time and | missed the votes
on the House Floor scheduled for June 20,
2017 at 6:30 p.m. Had | been present, | would
have voted YES on H.R. 2847, and YES on
H.R. 2866.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE FAYETTE-
VILLE-MANLIUS STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP RELAY TEAM

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the victory of the Fayetteville-
Manlius 3,200 Meter Relay Team in the New
York State Public High School Association
Class AA Championship on June 10, 2017.

Christy Berge, Palmer Madsen, Sophie
Ryan, Rebecca Walters, Phoebe White, and
Claire Walters of the Fayetteville-Manlius Hor-
nets took home the state title in the 3,200
meter relay with a time of 8:56.41. The team
is coached by Bill Aris.

| am honored to recognize the teamwork
displayed by the Fayetteville-Manlius Hornets
and to congratulate the members of the team,
their families, the coaching staff, and teachers
at Fayetteville-Manlius High School. This is a
historic win for Central New York and | am
confident that the positive experiences from
the 2017 season will yield continued success
in both athletics and academics.

———

HONORING KATE CLINTON

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and commend Kate Clinton, who
has, for 36 years, offered unique and original
insights as a political humorist and served as
an important leader in the fight for justice and
equality. She has made millions of people
laugh and see truth in new ways, and in doing
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so, has changed hearts and minds so as to
strongly impact America’s long fight to secure
equal rights for all of our citizens.

Kate Clinton’s books, columns, essays,
video blogs, and performances have affirmed
the lives of LGBT people and all who have
been marginalized, and her work has shed
light on all manner of injustice. As she has in-
vited people to see things differently, particu-
larly through her special brand of gentle but
pointed humor, she has provided joy and rec-
ognition to millions of people in her audience
and beyond. Her commitment to equality and
social justice is unwavering, not only as seen
through her comedic craft, but also through
her other important activist work as a feminist,
lesbian, and American artist who understands
that true equality can only exist when we all
enjoy it.

For nearly four decades, Kate Clinton has
built and used her unique platform to advance
progressive causes—most notably women’s
rights and LGBT equality—and has used
humor to build critical bridges of under-
standing between communities.

During this time when voices for progress
are threatened, and when humor is sometimes
the only salve for the weariness felt by so
many Americans who are fighting a better fu-
ture for our country and world, the work of art-
ists like Kate Clinton is vital to building soli-
darity; providing inspiration, insight and levity;
and generating courage to continue the ardu-
ous work of pursuing justice.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Kate Clinton for her many accom-
plishments, and wishing her continued suc-
cess in making us laugh, and sustaining our
resolve, in the years to come.

———

HONORING YEOMAN 3RD CLASS
SHINGO ALEXANDER DOUGLASS

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
Yeoman 3rd Class Shingo Alexander Doug-
lass from Oceanside who died serving his
country aboard the USS Fitzgerald. Shingo
was a fine young sailor who proudly served
his country. For such a young man he had ac-
complished so much. | know no words can de-
scribe the overwhelming grief of his family and
friends at this time. The only consolation we
here can offer is the thanks of the grateful na-
tion he served and our pledge to support his
and all other military families across our coun-
try. Shingo remains a hero whose memory will
continue to provide strength, courage and in-
spiration to the others. | thank him for the sac-
rifice he made to protect our country and to
help those who long for peace and freedom.
| would also like to commend the crew of the
USS Fitzgerald for all their efforts to save lives
and their ship. | would like to extend my deep-
est condolences to his loved ones and his fel-
low sailors. This unimaginable tragedy re-
minds us all to cherish those who serve.
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JOHN MOORE

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud John Moore
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

John Moore is a student at Pomona High
School and received this award because his
determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by John
Moore is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will

guide them for the rest of their lives.
| extend my deepest congratulations to John

Moore for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP LIVERPOOL BASEBALL
TEAM

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the victory of the Liverpool Baseball
Team in the New York State Public High
School Association Class AA Championship
on June 10, 2017. The Liverpool Warriors de-
feated the Massapequa Chiefs 4—1 to secure
the Warriors’ first title in program history.

The Warriors, finishing the season 23-3,
were determined to win the program’s first
state title. Members of the championship team
include Nick Antonello, Peter Belgrader,
Thomas Bianchi, Jordan Brown, Joel
Ciccarelli, Jeff Destefano, Jake Evans, Bran-
don Exner, Jonah Harder, Andre Leatherwood,
Devan Mederios, Gerard Mouton, Zach
Pieklik, Matt Rioux, Nikolas Saunders, Zach
Scannell, Zach Scharett, Jacob Sisto, Owen
Valentine, and Joe Zywicki. The team is
coached by Fred Terzini.

| am honored to recognize the teamwork
displayed by the Liverpool Warriors and to
congratulate the members of the team, their
families, the coaching staff, and teachers at
Liverpool High School. This is a historic win
for Central New York and | am confident that
the positive experiences from the 2017 season
will yield continued success in both athletics
and academics.

———
IN RECOGNITION OF CLAGUE MID-

DLE SCHOOL FOR BEING DES-
IGNATED A “SCHOOL TO WATCH”

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Clague Middle School for being
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designated a “School to Watch” by the Na-
tional Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Re-
form. This honor underscores the school's
commitment academic excellence and the

dedication of its students, educators and staff.

Originally founded in 1972, Clague Middle
School serves over 700 students in the Ann
Arbor area as part of the Ann Arbor Schools
system. The school provides a culturally
unique and diverse learning environment, with
its students speaking over 25 different lan-
guages and coming from a variety of different
backgrounds. In addition, the school hosts
many enrichment and academic opportunities
for its students, including a student-run news-
paper, a nationally-ranked Academic Games
team, as well as involvement in community
events like an annual Week of Service to
maintain the campus and surrounding area.
Due to these efforts, Clague Middle School
has been able to effectively meet the needs of
each individual student in the school while

serving the Ann Arbor community at large.

As a result of the school’s superior record of
achievement, Clague Middle School was
named a “School to Watch” by the National
Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform,
one of only 12 schools in Michigan to earn this
designation. In order to earn this honor,
schools must meet the criteria of academic ex-
cellence, individualized attention to students,
social equity, and organizational resilience to
maintain these high standards. This national
recognition highlights the unique learning envi-
ronment that exists at Clague as a result of
the hard work of its educators and staff. The
school’s students are provided the resources
and support they need to excel, and it is my
hope that Clague Middle School is able to
continue to build on its success in the coming
years.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the students and staff of Clague
Middle School for earning the designation of
“School to Watch” by the National Forum to
Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform. Clague
provides high-quality education and enrich-
ment opportunities.

——

INTRODUCTION OF A RESOLUTION
URGING CHINA, SOUTH KOREA,
VIETNAM, THAILAND, THE PHIL-
IPPINES, INDONESIA, CAMBODIA,
LAOS, INDIA, AND ALL NATIONS
TO OUTLAW THE DOG AND CAT
MEAT TRADE AND TO ENFORCE
EXISTING LAWS AGAINST THE
TRADE

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce a bipartisan resolution urging China,
South Korea, Vietnam, Thailand, the Phil-
ippines, Indonesia, Cambodia, Laos, India,
and all nations to outlaw the dog and cat meat
trade and to enforce existing laws against the
trade. It might surprise you to learn that an es-
timated 30,000,000 dogs and a great number
of cats die annually across Asia for the dog
and cat meat trade.

This resolution would urge nations that have
a dog and cat meat trade to adopt and en-
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force anti-cruelty laws, urge those nations to
increase efforts to prevent leather and fur by-
products from entering international markets,
and encourage those nations to enforce their
food safety laws to crack down on the sale of
dog and cat meat.

It is my sincere hope that this resolution will
send a strong message to countries where the
dog and cat meat trade still exist, and con-
tinue the animal protection movement that is
already rapidly growing across Asia.

Mr. Speaker, | hope this body will expedi-
tiously pass this measure. Doing so will reaf-
firm America’s commitment to the humane
treatment of our most beloved companions.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE EASTERN
NORTH CAROLINA REGION OF
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Eastern North Carolina Region
of the American Red Cross and their commit-
ment to aiding our communities for 100 years.
The Eastern North Carolina Region is com-
prised of the Cape Fear, Central North Caro-
lina, Northeastern North Carolina, Sandhills,
and Triangle Area Chapters of the American
Red Cross.

This particular region of the American Red
Cross was founded in Raleigh, North Carolina
back during World War I, when 28 women
convened with the goal of determining how
they could best assist the war effort. Following
this historic meeting, this resourceful group
formally established the Eastern North Caro-
lina Chapter of the Red Cross. On March 12,
1917, President Woodrow Wilson officially
granted the Charter to the Wake County
Chapter of the American Red Cross. These
volunteers assisted wounded soldiers at near-
by Camp Polk throughout World War 1, in ad-
dition to running feeding stations and the sol-
diers’ Bath House near the railroad station in
Raleigh. From these small beginnings a cen-
tury ago, the Eastern North Carolina Region
now serves 53 counties and more than 4.6
million North Carolinians.

Established in our darkest hour, the Eastern
North Carolina Region of the American Red
Cross has stood the test of time—through two
World Wars, the Great Depression and many
other trials in our state’s history. This incred-
ible nonprofit organization has been a contin-
ued success story because of the strong men
and women who have volunteered their time,
energy, and efforts over the past century. |
hope this organization thrives for yet another
century of helping those in their greatest hour
of need.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in hon-
oring the Eastern North Carolina Region of the
American Red Cross on their monumental
100th Anniversary accomplishment.
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JOSEPH NGUYEN

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Joseph
Nguyen for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Joseph Nguyen is a student at Mandalay
Middle School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Joseph
Nguyen is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Jo-
seph Nguyen for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

——————

HONORING WILLIAM BRYAN FISH
OF PENNSYLVANIA FOR EARN-
ING THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMER-
ICA WILLIAM T. HORNADAY SIL-
VER MEDAL

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today | offer my
sincere congratulations to my constituent, Wil-
liam Bryan Fish, on earning. the Boy Scouts of
America William T. Hornaday Silver Medal, its
highest honor given for conservation work.

Described by the Boy Scouts as the “Olym-
pic Medal Bestowed by the Earth,” this award
recognizes truly outstanding efforts by Scouts
that have contributed to environmental protec-
tion and conservation. Mr. Fish is one of only
1,200 Scouts to have earned this award since
it was created in 1914.

To earn this award, Mr. Fish: installed hun-
dreds of storm drain markers and information
packets advising of the dangers of polluting
waterways that connect to the Chesapeake
Bay Watershed; organized an even-sided pub-
lic debate on hydraulic fracking; cleaned up
two miles of a local creek; and organized a
battery recycling program for his local school
district.

Mr. Fish’s character, perseverance and
leadership earned this Award and mark him as
a future leader in our community and sets the
standard for others to follow.

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth-Con-
gressional District, | congratulate William
Bryan Fish on earning the Boy Scouts of
America William T. Hornaday Silver Medal,
and wish him continued great success in his
future adventures.
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CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HOLY CROSS COLLEGE

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Holy
Cross College. This institution has been a pil-
lar of the northern Indiana community for a
half century, and | have no doubt the next 50
years will be just as meaningful for students,
faculty, alumni, and the northern Indiana com-
munity.

Holy Cross College was founded in 1966 to
advance the apostolic mission of the Brothers
of Holy Cross. From the beginning, the college
has been dedicated not only to fostering intel-
lectual growth and discovery, but also to culti-
vating global citizens who are passionate,
faithful, and courageous.

Today, with more than 500 students from
over 30 states and 18 different countries, Holy
Cross College is putting its values of global di-
versity and integration into action, no doubt
enriching the lives of each and every student.
The prestigious faculty and hardworking staff
at Holy Cross are committed to providing an
engaging and transformative college experi-
ence, offering enlightenment in numerous
areas of study, and instilling the values of
knowledge, faith, and personal growth.

Students at Holy Cross have vast opportuni-
ties to get involved on campus and in the
community. The college has played a positive
role in making northern Indiana a better place
to live, learn, and grow. | applaud the selfless
efforts students past and present have taken
to give back to those in need.

It is a privilege to represent the Holy Cross
community in Congress. | am grateful for the
passion, integrity, and intellectual spirit that
resonates both on and off campus. On behalf
of 2nd District Hoosiers, | wish to extend my
heartfelt congratulations on celebrating 50
years, and | am excited to learn of all the
amazing things that are sure to come.

RECOGNIZING ALEXANDRIA
PAYNE, STATE PENTATHLON
CHAMPION

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Alexandria Payne of the Jamesville-
DeWitt Red Rams for taking home the state
pentathlon title in the New York State Public
High School Association Class A Champion-
ship on June 10, 2017.

Payne set a District Ill record for amassing
3,351 points during the two days of competi-
tion. She is coached by Jim Lawton.

| am honored to recognize the hard work
displayed by Alexandria Payne and the rest of
the team, their families, the coaching staff,
and teachers at Jamesville-DeWitt High
School. This is a historic win for Central New
York and | am confident that the positive ex-
periences from the 2017 season will yield con-
tinued success in both athletics and aca-
demics.
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A TRIBUTE TO RYAN COLLINS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Ryan Col-
lins, a graduate of East Union High School in
Afton, lowa. Ryan was recently honored for
outstanding academic achievement at the Fif-
teenth Annual Governor's Scholar Recognition
on April 30, 2017.

This statewide program is sponsored by the
lowa Governor’s Office, the lowa High School
Athletic Association, and the lowa Farm Bu-
reau. Each lowa high school was invited to se-
lect a senior with the highest academic
achievement. Not only are recipients academi-
cally gifted, but the selected students are also
those who have had success in extra-cur-
ricular activities and community involvement.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent
leaders like Ryan in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that | recognize
him for utilizing his talents to reach his goals.
| invite my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating him on receiving this esteemed
designation, and in wishing him nothing but
the best.

ISATH NGUYEN
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Isaih Nguyen
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Isaih Nguyen is a student at North Arvada
Middle School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Isaih
Nguyen is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Isaih
Nguyen for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

———

HONORING THE b&0TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HAMPTON JAZZ
FESTIVAL

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Hampton Jazz Festival on
its 50th Anniversary.

The idea for a jazz festival emerged after a
visit between friends—the President of Hamp-
ton Institute Jerome Holland and jazz entre-
preneur and promoter George Wein, who was




June 22, 2017

noted for his festivals in Newport, Rhode Is-
land, New York, California, and New Orleans.

This first festival was in 1968 when Hamp-
ton Institute—present day Hampton Univer-
sity—celebrated its 100th birthday with a musi-
cal night filled with jazz. This celebration took
place on Hampton’s campus at Armstrong
Field. Artists that performed at the original fes-
tival included Dizzy Gillespie, Ramsay Lewis,
Herbie Mann Quintet, Nina Simone and her
Trio, Muddy Waters and his Blues Band, and
many more. It was supposed to be just a one-
time event, but the attendees loved it and
wanted more. In 1970, the City of Hampton
became the third partner when the festival
moved from Hampton Institute to the newly
built Hampton Coliseum due to growing
crowds; it went on for three days and has
been a tradition in Hampton Roads ever since.

The Hampton Roads community welcomes
fans who travel from all over for the weekend
long Jazz Festival each year. Many think of it
as more than just a few concerts. The festival
is a celebration of jazz, pop, blues, soul, and
R&B music and artists. It is a time for fans
and artists to celebrate the culture and the life
of jazz. It is a terrific opportunity for the com-
munity to come together for a great time lis-
tening to great music. As a result, many
events surround the dates of the festival, in-
cluding parties, family reunions, class reunions
and other gatherings.

There are fans who have attended the fes-
tival since its beginnings, and enjoy it just as
much as they did when they were younger.
And | count myself as one of those fans, as
| attended the very first festival at Armstrong
Field and have attended virtually every festival
since. Because jazz is such a unique genre of
music that crosses so many ethnic and cul-
tural barriers, the festival is a way for different
generations and diverse groups of people to
come together and share in their love of jazz.

| commend Hampton University and the City
of Hampton for their ongoing partnership to
bring well-loved and critically acclaimed artists
and musicians to Hampton Roads for this an-
nual event. A record was set in 2011 for the
festival when all three shows, featuring the art-
ists Charlie Wilson, Kem, Jonathan Butler,
Chaka Khan, Boyz Il Men, and Maze featuring
Frankie Beverly, sold out.

Last year's festival included Babyface, New
Edition, Gladys Knight, and many more.
Hampton strives to make the festival better
and better each year with more artists and
vendors, and | know this 50th Anniversary fes-
tival will be no different.

The remarkable success of the Jazz Fes-
tival has helped the City of Hampton build up
the reputation of the Hampton Coliseum as a
premier venue for the region. Thanks in part to
the high profile acts that performed at the Jazz
Festival, the Hampton Coliseum has been
able to attract many popular artists and other
events. As the Festival has grown in popu-
larity, annual attendance is usually around
25,000 fans in recent years.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to mention a few names
who have been instrumental to the success of
the festival over the years—Dr. William Har-
vey, Joe Santangelo, John Scott, Joe Tsao,
George Wallace, and Lucius Wyatt.

The 50th Anniversary of the Hampton Jazz
Festival is to take place as it always does dur-
ing the last full weekend in June and will in-
clude many fan favorites, including Jill Scott,
Kem, Brian Culbertson, the O’Jays, Patti
Labelle, and Maze featuring Frankie Beverly.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Mr. Speaker, as a fan of jazz and a regular
attendee, | congratulate Hampton University
and the City of Hampton as the Hampton Jazz
Festival celebrates its 50th Anniversary. | look
forward to a great weekend listening to some
of my favorite artists knowing that this Hamp-
ton Roads tradition will continue for many
years to come.

IZABELLA SMITH
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Izabella Smith
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Izabella Smith is a student at Moore Middle
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by lzabella
Smith is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Izabella Smith for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

————

RECOGNIZING BROOKE RAUBER,
THE STATE CHAMPION STEEPLE-
CHASER

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the victory of Brooke Rauber of the
Tully Black Knights for taking home the state
steeplechase title in track and field in the New
York State Public High School Association
Class C—1 Championship on June 10, 2017.

With a time of 7:01.26, Brooke Rauber took
home the state title in the steeplechase. She
was coached by Michelle Franklin-Rauber.

| am honored to recognize the hard work
displayed by Brooke Rauber and the rest of
the team, their families, the coaching staff,
and teachers at Tully Junior-Senior High
School. This is a historic win for Central New
York and | am confident that the positive ex-
periences from the 2017 season will yield con-
tinued success in both athletics and aca-
demics.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF SPENCERTOWN
FIRE COMPANY

HON. JOHN J. FASO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor the Spencertown Fire Company, which
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is celebrating 100 years of service to our com-
munities in Columbia County, New York.
Twenty-four hours a day and 365 days a year
for the past century, this fire company has
served with pride and courage.

| express my gratitude for the past and
present volunteers of this organization who
have made great sacrifices and performed he-
roic acts to protect their neighbors.

Upon recognizing the need for organized
fire protection, a group of 10 men came to-
gether and drew up the Articles of Incorpora-
tion for Spencertown Fire Company on No-
vember 6, 2017.

Their names were: John W. Hartmann,
George S. Barden, George W. Demler,
George Whiteman, Alfred Taylor, T. F. Niles,
L. Harvey, Ray Barden, Erie Chace, and Elvin
Barden.

Today, 38 individuals make up the team at
Spencertown Fire Company. Two thirds of this
group are active, highly skilled volunteer fire-
fighters.

Mr. Speaker, the members of Spencertown
Fire Company: Alan Silvernale, Jeffrey Prack,
Steven Ulmer, Brian Geel Sr., Brian Collins,
David Page, Daniel Howes, Mathew Verenazi,
Henry Barens, Lorin Brink, John Daval, Mark
Dempf, Joel Dyslin, Kendall Eckstrom, Jay
Engel, Russell Gauthier, David Harrison, Jr.,
Robin Howes, Evan Kerr, Guy Madsen, Don-
ald McComb, Paul Mesick, Rich Nesbitt, Jr.,
Timothy Newton, Stephen Oleynek, Eric
Pilkington, Bill Rogers, Chrissy Rundell, Chris
Rundell, Dan Rundell, Josh VanAlstyne, Greg
Verenazi, Edward Walsh, Arthur Welch,
George Wenk, Gary Williams, Shaun Williams,
and Gary Wood.

Their commitment to Spencertown and its
neighboring communities does not stop at fire
safety: Every year since 1985 they have
awarded a $1,000 scholarship to a college-
bound high school graduate chosen from with-
in their service area.

| thank Spencertown Fire Company Presi-
dent Alan Silvernale; Austerlitz Fire Chief Eric
Pilkington; and the entire Spencertown Fire
Company which, in the great tradition of New
York fire companies, continues to raise the
standard in ensuring and furthering the well-
being of our local communities.

HONORING TOM NUNES, SR.
HON. JIMMY PANETTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Tom Nunes, Sr., this year’s recipi-
ent of the Grower-Shipper Association of Cen-
tral California’s E.E. “Gene” Harden Award for
Lifetime Achievement in Central Coast Agri-
culture. Tom has devoted his entire career to
farming the fertile ground of the Salinas Val-
ley, contributing to the economic lifeblood of
this region known . as the “Salad Bowl of the
World.” Tom was born and raised in the heart
of the Valley by a farming family in Chualar,
CA. After graduating from Salinas High
School, Tom attended Saint Mary’s College on
a football scholarship and later transferred to
Stanford University, where he graduated with
a degree in Economics.

After college, Tom immediately went to work
in the Salinas Valley agricultural industry. He
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started a farming venture with his father where
he worked for several years before partners
approached him with the idea to start a grow-
er-shipper company in the mid-1950’s, they
named this venture Growers Exchange Inc. In
1966, Tom and his brother Bob decided to
start their own venture, and founded Nunes
Bros. of California Inc., a grower-shipper of
iceberg lettuce. This venture achieved enor-
mous success, and the Nunes brothers ulti-
mately sold their company to United Brands/
Chiquita. The brothers were also one of six
western  vegetable grower-shippers that
formed Inter-Harvest, the largest vegetable
grower-shipper organization in the country at
the time. Tom and Bob Nunes briefly ran Inter-
Harvest before retiring in 1970. In the fall of
1976, Tom and Bob carne out of retirement to
launch The Nunes Company, Inc., whose core
values of honesty, integrity, trust, and attention
to detail have fostered a culture that continues
to this day.

Through his long and distinguished career,
Tom has spanned the transition of harvests in
the Salinas Valley from sugar beets and white
beans to the modern specialty crop era. He
has been an instrumental figure in the conver-
sion how we farm, harvest, cool and market
our fresh produce in the Salinas Valley that
feeds people all across this country, and
around the world. What started as 400 acres
of iceberg lettuce on the central coast of Cali-
fornia in the 1950’s has grown into more than
22,000 acres of vegetable crops spanning five
states.

Aside from his business success, Tom is
also an invaluable member of our community.
Tom has served as the President and Chair-
man of the Board for the Grower-Shipper As-
sociation of Central California, worked with the
Western Growers Board, was a charter mem-
ber of the Palma High School Foundation,
served on the Palma High School Board, and
the National Steinbeck Center inducted him
into the Valley of the World Hall of Fame. His
friends and family know him as a passionate,
powerful and intelligent man. In true farmer
fashion, he is a man of action and few words.
The Nunes Company has created opportunity
for hundreds of residents, and three genera-
tions of the Nunes family continue to operate
the company to this day. The strong work
ethic that Tom has passed down to future
generations is evident in the tradition of inno-
vation and pride in stewardship of the land
that his successors carry out at every level of
this business to this day. | am proud to add
my name to this chorus of thanks and con-
gratulations to Mr. Tom Nunes, Sr. for his
enormous contributions to our community, and
our country.

JACHOB TALLEY
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jachob Talley
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Jachob Talley is a student at Pomona High
School and received this award because his
determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

The dedication demonstrated by Jachob
Talley is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Jachob Talley for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

————

A TRIBUTE TO SAVANNA JOHNSON

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Savanna
Johnson, a graduate of West Central Valley
High in Stuart, lowa. Savanna was recently
honored for outstanding academic achieve-
ment at the Fifteenth Annual Governor's
Scholar Recognition on April 30, 2017.

This statewide program is sponsored by the
lowa Governor’s Office, the lowa High School
Athletic Association, and the lowa Farm Bu-
reau. Each lowa high school was invited to se-
lect a senior with the highest academic
achievement. Not only are recipients academi-
cally gifted, but the selected students are also
those who have had success in extra-cur-
ricular activities and community involvement.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent
leaders like Savanna in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize her for utilizing her talents to reach her
goals. | invite my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives to join me in
congratulating her on receiving this esteemed
designation, and in wishing her nothing but the
best.

———

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF CAMP
SHELBY

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and commend one of the many fine
military institutions in Mississippi that has had
a profound impact on its history and continues
to play a positive, vital role in its present and
future, training the elite military men and
women of the United States Armed Forces.

One hundred years ago, in 1917, the largest
state owned training facility in the nation,
Camp Shelby, was established in Mississippi
on United States Highway 49. With its North
Gate located at the southern boundary of Hat-
tiesburg, Camp Shelby encompasses over 525
square kilometers and more than 134,000
acres of both Perry and Forrest Counties.

Camp Shelby was named for Governor
Isaac Shelby, the first Governor of Kentucky
and a renowned soldier who served as a
Colonel in the Virginia militia during the Revo-
lutionary War as a militiaman in the Kentucky
and Indiana territories. As Governor and lead-
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er of the Kentucky militia during the War of
1812, Governor Shelby helped solidify victory
for his American troops at the Battle of the
Thames in Canada in 1813.

When Camp Shelby was established in
1917, the first commanding officer was Major
General William Hamden Sage. Major General
Sage was awarded the Medal of Honor for his
valor, bravery and fortitude at the Battle of
Zapote River during the Philippine Insurrection
in 1899.

During wartime, Camp Shelby’s mission is
to serve as a major independent mobilization
station of the United States Army Forces
Command (FORSCOM). Camp Shelby’s
134,000 acres allow for battalion-level maneu-
ver training, Gunnery Table 8-12, field artillery
firing points and a wide range of support facili-
ties, while also being utilized by units across
the country for its ability to support numerous
different missions.

Camp Shelby serves as the training ground
for the Abrams M1 and the Paladin Howitzer
Tanks. It is home to the 177th Training Sup-
port Brigade and is the annual training location
for National Guard and Reserve units based in
Mississippi, Alabama and Tennessee. Addi-
tionally, the 155th Armored Brigade Combat
Team and the 278th Armored Calvary Regi-
ment conduct their gunnery training at Camp
Shelby and store the bulk of their combat
equipment in the Maneuver Area Training
Equipment Site (MATES) on base.

During World War Il, Camp Shelby was the
training site for the famous Japanese-Amer-
ican 100th Battalion 442nd Regimental Com-
bat Team and the Women’s Army Corps. It
even housed a prisoner of war camp for de-
tained soldiers from the German Africa Corps
from 1941-1943.

On June 6, 2004, Camp Shelby was fed-
eralized as a FORSCOM Mobilization Center,
and since that time several Regimental and
Brigade Combat Teams have mobilized
through the camp, including the 278th Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment (Tennessee Army
National Guard); the 155th Heavy Brigade
Combat Team (MS ARNG); the 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 28th Infantry Division (PA
ARNG); the 56th Stryker Brigade Combat
Team, 28th Infantry Division (PA ARNG); the
53rd Brigade Combat Team (FL ARNG); the
1st Brigade Combat Team, 34th Infantry Divi-
sion (MN ARNG); the 41st Brigade Combat
Team (OR ARNG); the 256th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team (LA ARNG); the 116th Cavalry
Brigade Combat Team (ID ARNG); the 27th
Infantry Brigade Combat Team (NY ARNG);
and the 48th Infantry Brigade Combat Team
(GA ARNG).

In addition to fulfilling its obligations as a
FORSCOM Mobilization Center, Camp Shelby
is the field training exercise site for the United
States Navy Seabees mobilized from the
Naval Construction Battalion in Gulfport and is
home to the Youth Challenge Academy, the
only militarily-structured GED and high school
diploma program in the state.

| have personally been deployed to Camp
Shelby in support of the Global War on Terror
and continue to drill there as part of my serv-
ice in the Mississippi National Guard. | can at-
test that this is truly a national asset and a
special part of the State of Mississippi.

| hereby recognize and honor the remark-
able feats of Camp Shelby upon the auspi-
cious occasion of its 100th Anniversary and
express best wishes for its success and
growth in the future.
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RECOGNIZING THE STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP SKANEATELES GIRLS
LACROSSE TEAM

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the victory of the Skaneateles Girls
Lacrosse Team in the New York State Public
High School Association Class D Champion-
ship on June 10, 2017. The Skaneateles
Lakers defeated the Bronxville Broncos 12—11
in double overtime.

The Lakers, finishing the season 18-4,
overcame a six goal deficit in the champion-
ship game to secure the program’s second
title in four years. Members of the champion-
ship team include Hope Allyn, Sarah Bailey,

Emily Baldwin, Riley Brogan, Christiana
Ciaccio, Olivia Dabrovsky, Grace Dower,
Emma Goodell, Taylor Hill, Abby Kuhns,

Grace Kush, Sophie Kush, Abby Logan, Mae
McGlynn, Mary McNeil, Olivia Navaroli,
Maggie Newton, Olivia Nye, Jessica Patalino,
Rachel Pinney, Kyla Sears, Mikaela Terhune,
and Gaby Welch. The team is coached by
Bridget Marquardt.

| am honored to recognize the teamwork
displayed by the Skaneateles Lakers and to
congratulate the members of the team, their
families, the coaching staff, and teachers at
Skaneateles High School. This is a historic
win for Central New York and | am confident
that the positive experiences from the 2017
season will yield continued success in both
athletics and academics.

—————

HARLEY THERIOT

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Harley Theriot
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Harley Theriot is a student at Pomona High
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Harley
Theriot is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Har-
ley Theriot for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.
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IN RECOGNITION OF MARK
KEMMER FOR HIS DISTIN-
GUISHED CAREER WITH GEN-
ERAL MOTORS

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Mark Kemmer for his career
and accomplishments with General Motors.
Mr. Kemmer has been a steadfast public pol-
icy advocate for the automotive industry
throughout his 36 years with the company.

Mr. Kemmer began his career with GM in
Detroit in 1974, where he worked with GM’s
Energy Management division to serve the en-
ergy needs of the automaker’s factories and
manufacturing facilities. He then moved to
GM’s Washington, DC office after four years,
and served as a Washington Representative
and Liaison Engineer for the organization’s In-
dustry-Government Relations staff until 2002.
In this position, Mr. Kemmer worked with fed-
eral, state and local partners on behalf of GM
and its customers. He was then named the Di-
rector of Federal Affairs for the GM Public Pol-
icy Center, where he was responsible for for-
mulating the company’s policies addressing a
variety of issues, including energy and safety,
fuel economy standards for research, and ad-
vanced technology. As a result of Mr.
Kemmer’s leadership, GM has achieved excel-
lence in a variety of emerging technologies
and is well-positioned for the future.

Mr. Kemmer's work with General Motors
has been critical to the evolution of the com-
pany. Under Mr. Kemmer's leadership, GM
has made advancements in sustainability, driv-
en improvements in its manufacturing proc-
esses through public-private partnerships, and
helped it earn a reputation as a world-class or-
ganization that both serves its customers and
the communities in which it operates. Mr.
Kemmer's decades of expertise, relationships
with key stakeholders and knowledge of the
automotive industry have been important in fa-
cilitating these improvements, and he will be
missed as he moves on from his current posi-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Mr. Mark Kemmer for his out-
standing career with General Motors. Mr.
Kemmer’s impactful leadership has helped GM
evolve to meet new challenges in a rapidly
evolving industry.

———

HONORING PENNDEL POLICE
DEPARTMENT

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the Penndel Police Department
upon the dedication of their new headquarters
building, named in honor of the Department’s
first Chief, Fred C. Dunkley, who served in the
position for more than thirty years. The mem-
bers of this Department are uniformly loved
and respected within the community in which
they live and serve. Their mission, to affirma-
tively promote, preserve, and provide a feeling
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of security and safety among all persons with-
in their jurisdiction, has brought the community
together in a time when many communities
grow further apart. They set an example from
which all of us can learn, and we thank them
for their incredible service. To the members of
the Penndel Police Department, past, present,
and future, we say thank you.

RECOGNIZING THE STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP SOLVAY SOFTBALL
TEAM

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the victory of the Solvay Softball
Team in the New York State Public High
School Association Class B Championship on
June 10, 2017. The Solvay Bearcats defeated
the Depew Wildcats 1-0 to secure the
Bearcats’ first program title since 1986.

The Bearcats, finishing the season 23-2,
were determined to win the state title. Mem-
bers of the championship team include Jordan
Bamba, Sidney Chaffee, Althea Davies,
Nadea Davies, Sam Farruggio, Lauren Hurd,
lzzy Lambert, Hannah Martineau, Caitlin
McCann, Lauren Nichols, Gabriella Petralito,
Hope Riviera, Delana Thomas, and Aleah
Yaizzo. The team is coached by Phil Merrill.

| am honored to recognize the teamwork
displayed by the Solvay Bearcats and to con-
gratulate the members of the team, their fami-
lies, the coaching staff, and teachers at Solvay
High School. This is a historic win for Central
New York and | am confident that the positive
experiences from the 2017 season will yield
continued success in both athletics and aca-
demics.

——————
IN HONOR OF LEXINGTON HIGH
SCHOOL BOYS’ 1600 METER

RELAY TEAM
HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the Lexington High School boys track
team for winning the 1600 meter event at the
Ohio High School Division Il State Track and
Field Tournament.

An achievement such as this certainly de-
serves recognition. The Ohio High School Ath-
letic Association has enabled talented teams
and individuals to earn state titles since its
founding in 1907. Throughout this time, the
champions of OHSAA state level competitions
have represented the highest achieving and
most talented athletes in Ohio. Each year
these elite competitors join the long ranks of
those who embody Ohio’s proud history of
athletic success.

The Lexington High School boys 1600
meter relay team’s victory caps a tremendous
season. This sort of achievement is earned
only through many hours of practice, perspira-
tion and hard work. They have set a new
standard for future athletes to reach. Everyone
at Lexington High School can be extremely
proud of their performance.
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On behalf of the citizens of Ohio’s 12th
Congressional District, | congratulate Hunter
Biddle, Tony Gerrell, Forest Volz and Mason
Kearns on their state championship. | wish
them continued success in both their athletic
and academic endeavors.

———

A TRIBUTE TO TAYLOR PASHEK

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Taylor
Pashek, a graduate of Winterset High School
in Winterset, lowa. Taylor was recently hon-
ored for outstanding academic achievement at
the Fifteenth Annual Governor's Scholar Rec-
ognition on April 30, 2017.

This statewide program is sponsored by the
lowa Governor’s Office, the lowa High School
Athletic Association, and the lowa Farm Bu-
reau. Each lowa high school was invited to se-
lect a senior with the highest academic
achievement. Not only are recipients academi-
cally gifted, but the selected students are also
those who have had success in extra-cur-
ricular activities and community involvement.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent
leaders like Taylor in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that | recognize
her for utilizing her talents to reach her goals.
| invite my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating her on receiving this esteemed
designation, and in wishing her nothing but the
best.

———

JORGE TORRES-MARCHAND

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jorge Torres-
Marchand for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Jorge Torres-Marchand is a student at
Wheat Ridge High School and received this
award because his determination and hard
work have allowed him to overcome adversi-
ties.

The dedication demonstrated by Jorge
Torres-Marchand is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Jorge Torres-Marchand for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments.
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RECOGNIZING THE SKANEATELES
LAKERS STATE TRACK AND
FIELD CHAMPIONS

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mia Grasso, Kaitlyn Neal, Katherine
Carlile, Maddie Peterson, Shannon Roberts,
and Olivia Gage of the Skaneateles Lakers for
taking home state titles in their respective
events at the New York State Public High
School Association Class B—1 Championship
on June 10, 2017.

The Skaneateles Lakers’ Mia Grasso placed
first in the 400 low hurdles with a time of
1:07.72, Kaitlyn Neal placed first in the 3000
meters with a time of 10:37.26, Katherine
Carlile in the discus throw with a distance of
83-10. Carlile and Grasso were also members
of the 1600 meter relay team with Maddie
Peterson and Olivia Gage with a time of
4:15.26. The team was coached by Rob
Tuttle.

| am honored to recognize the hard work
displayed by the Skaneateles Lakers, their
families, the coaching staff, and teachers at
Skaneateles High School. This is a historic
win for Central New York and | am confident
that the positive experiences from the 2017
season will yield continued success in both
athletics and academics.

————

OPPOSING THE SENATE VERSION
OF THE AMERICAN HEALTH
CARE ACT

HON. JOYCE BEATTY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
opposition to Trumpcare and the shameful, se-
cret process Senate Republicans are using to
pass this destructive legislation.

Last month, | proudly voted against
Trumpcare, a bill that guts the Affordable Care
Act, raises costs while providing less cov-
erage, and gives tax cuts to the 400 wealthiest
American families.

Mr. Speaker, the version of Trumpcare that
passed the House is so bad, the President
himself called it “mean”.

A bill so mean it raises healthcare costs for
hard-working families.

A bill so mean it makes millions of Ameri-
cans with pre-existing conditions uninsurable.

A bill so mean it forces states to cut benefits
and kick millions of people off Medicaid.

The American people deserve better—they
deserve transparency; they deserve openness;
they deserve the chance to read the bill; and,
Mr. Speaker, they deserve affordable
healthcare.

SUPPORTING H.R. 1871
HON. LEE M. ZELDIN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 1871, the Property Tax Re-
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duction Act, which is essential legislation to
give our counties and taxpayers desperately
needed fiscal relief and to help bring New
York’s Medicaid costs under control.

Under current federal law, states are al-
lowed to impose a portion of their state Med-
icaid funding responsibility onto local munici-
palities. My state, New York, chose to take ad-
vantage of this in an extreme sense. In 2015,
for example, New York transferred more than
$7.2 billion of its non-federal Medicaid burden
to counties. The burden New York has placed
on its counties is greater than any other state
in our country. The other 49 states combined
only burden their counties with about $2.3 bil-
lion in Medicaid costs. This means that New
York counties pay three times more for Med-
icaid than all other counties in the country
combined. My home county, Suffolk, pays, on
average, approximately a quarter billion dollars
per year to the state for Medicaid, with
$243,470,248, for example, being spent in
2015. Protecting our most vulnerable popu-
lation is essential, and ensuring adequate
funding for Medicaid programs is vital; how-
ever, New York's program has dangerously
exploded.

Our county governments around New York
are in dire need of the fiscal relief provided
through this legislation. There is no reason
New York State cannot identify and achieve
the $2.3 billion amount of efficiency necessary
and available in the state Medicaid system,
while at the same time making it clear that this
can be achieved without harming any low in-
come residents in need of coverage. If the
state needs any advice on how to accomplish
this, | am here to help. The state’s conversion
to Managed Long Term Care, gross overbilling
of Medicaid into the hundreds of millions of
dollars by some entities, eight and nine figure
at a time handouts to 1199 SEIU to curry polit-
ical favor, and many other issues result in a
major problem that must be immediately con-
fronted head on. Not only does New York
State spend more money on Medicaid than llli-
nois, Texas and Florida combined, but it
spends just about the same amount on Med-
icaid costs that Florida spends on its entire
state budget despite having an almost iden-
tical sized population.

H.R. 1871 would single handedly flip Suffolk
County’s recurring massive nine-figure budget
deficits into budget surpluses. For residents of
my district, this is a dream scenario that lifts
our county out of a very dire annual budget
crisis. If this bill became law, you could elimi-
nate Suffolk’s $50 million annual property tax
levy completely, eliminate Suffolk’s $150 mil-
lion structural deficit, and have $50 million left
over for combating the heroin and opioid epi-
demic, improving infrastructure, public works
programs, environmental preservation and
coastal erosion programs, upgraded and im-
proved sewering or for some other purpose
that county residents deems necessary.

Passage of this bill is critical to providing
necessary relief not only for Suffolk County,
but many counties across New York. | urge all
my colleagues to support this important meas-
ure, | thank Congressmen CHRIS COLLINS and
JOHN FAsO for this proposal, and | look for-
ward to getting this bill across the finish line.



June 22, 2017
JIMMY TRAN

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jimmy Tran
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Jimmy Tran is a student at Jefferson High
School and received this award because his
determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Jimmy
Tran is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Jimmy Tran for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

———

A TRIBUTE TO ELIZABETH
FULLER

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Elizabeth
Fuller, a graduate of Southwest Valley High
School in Corning, lowa. Elizabeth was re-
cently honored for outstanding academic
achievement at the Fifteenth Annual Gov-
ernor’s Scholar Recognition on April 30, 2017.

This statewide program is sponsored by the
lowa Governor’s Office, the lowa High School
Athletic Association, and the lowa Farm Bu-
reau. Each lowa high school was invited to se-
lect a senior with the highest academic
achievement. Not only are recipients academi-
cally gifted, but the selected students are also
those who have had success in extra-cur-
ricular activities and community involvement.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent
leaders like Elizabeth in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize her for utilizing her talents to reach her
goals. | invite my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives to join me in
congratulating her on receiving this esteemed
designation, and in wishing her nothing but the
best.

RECOGNIZING BUTCH CORDA

HON. JIMMY PANETTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Butch Corda for his work as Chair
of the Board of the Grower-Shipper Associa-
tion of Central California. In my home district
on the central coast of California, agriculture is
the engine that drives our local economy, and
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creates opportunity for the citizens who reside
there. The Grower-Shipper Association plays a
central role in bringing the region’s vegetables
and berries to tables around the world. Under
Mr. Corda’s leadership as Chair, the Grower-
Shipper Association continued to expand upon
its rich tradition of addressing the complex and
evolving issues facing the agricultural industry,
such as food safety, pest prevention, research
and education, and much more.

A native son of the fertile Salinas Valley, Mr.
Corda was born and raised in Gonzales. After
attending Gonzales High School, Hartnell Col-
lege and San Jose State, he returned home
and has been working in the agricultural in-
dustry for over 35 years. Most recently, he has
served as the General Manager of Ippolito
International, known for being North America’s
largest supplier of Brussels sprouts, among
many other mixed and specialty vegetables.
He has raised his family in Salinas, where his
wife and daughter also work in the industry.
His immense experience, ingenuity and cre-
ativity gained from a long and distinguished
career served him well during his tenure as
the chair of the Grower-Shipper Association.

Mr. Speaker, | was particularly impressed by
Mr. Corda’s implementation of the Associa-
tion’s “Future Leaders Program.” Through this
program, the Board of Directors paid special
attention to developing the next generation of
leadership in the industry through mentorship,
participation in board meetings, and many
other educational events. This exposed a new
generation of agriculture professionals to
issues facing the industry as a whole, beyond
what they manage in the day-to-day duties of
their respective jobs, and empowered them to
bring new and creative ideas to the table to
solve these pressing concerns. Also during
Mr. Corda’s tenure, the Association premiered
the documentary film “Historical Narratives of
Salinas Valley Agriculture,” a collaborative
project that engaged and educated the public
on the important and often overlooked stories
of the people who have built Salinas Valley
agriculture into what it is today. Under the
leadership of Mr. Corda, the Association as-
sisted in providing a place for industry leaders
to come together to make progress on a num-
ber of important issues, particularly pesticide
safety and water conservation.

While Mr. Corda’s tenure as Chair of the
Board has ended, | am certain his contribution
to this vital industry in my home district will
continue. It is my pleasure to add my name to
the chorus of thanks and congratulations to
the outgoing Chairman and look forward to
continued collaboration to champion bold, pro-
ductive, and creative solutions to address the
needs of the industry, its workers, and the
American families who enjoy the harvests that
we produce here every day.

RECOGNIZING JEREMIAH WILLIS,
THE LONG JUMP AND TRIPLE
JUMP STATE CHAMPION

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the victory of Jeremiah Willis of the

Cicero-North Syracuse Northstars Track &
Field Team in two individual track and field
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events at the New York State Public High
School Association Class AA Championship
on June 10, 2017.

With a leap of 23 feet and one inch, Jere-
miah Willis took first place in the federation
long jump. Willis also took first place in the
federation triple jump in 46-05.25. He was
coached by Greg Boton.

| am honored to recognize the hard work
displayed by Jeremiah Willis and his coaching
staff and teachers at Cicero-North Syracuse
High School. This is a historic win for Central
New York and | am confident that the positive
experiences from the 2017 season will yield
continued success in both athletics and aca-
demics.

————

RECOGNIZING IMMIGRANT
HERITAGE MONTH IN JUNE

HON. CHARLES W. DENT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to re-
flect on the historical and cultural impact immi-
grants have had—and continue to have—on
our great nation, as we recognize Immigrant
Heritage Month this June.

Throughout its history, America has shone
as a beacon of opportunity to millions of peo-
ple seeking refuge from prejudice, political in-
stability, or extreme hardship in their home-
land. Our willingness to welcome those escap-
ing persecution and seeking economic oppor-
tunity has only fortified our strength as a coun-
try, and it will continue to do so. The United
States is ripe with opportunity for fiscal and
personal prosperity, both of which have ap-
pealed to those who have arrived on our
shores looking for a new life for themselves
and their families. The resulting mixture of
ethnicities and cultures has only served to em-
bolden the unique American way of life and
experience.

The foundation of our nation is built on im-
migrants, and as the descendant of German,
English, and Irish immigrants, | am thankful for
a chance to reflect on the importance of immi-
gration to this country’s historical narrative.

SUPPORTING THE VOTING RIGHTS
ADVANCEMENT ACT

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in support of a critical piece of leg-
islation, the Voting Rights Advancement Act. |
am proud to sponsor this legislation and to be
joined by my colleagues, Representatives
Juby CHU, MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM, and
JOHN LEWIS.

In March of 2015, |, alongside former Presi-
dents Barack Obama and George Bush, both
Republican and Democrat Members of Con-
gress, and thousands of people from across
the world marched over Edmund Pettus
Bridge to commemorate the 50th anniversary
of “Bloody Sunday”. We honored great Ameri-
cans like Jimmie Lee Jackson, who was bru-
tally murdered for attempting to vote, Ms.
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Amelia Boynton Robinson and our fellow Con-
gressman JOHN LEWIS, who were both bludg-
eoned for marching for their right to vote.
Their sacrifices and courage paved the path
for Congress to pass the Voting Rights Act of
1965 with overwhelming bipartisan support.

As we reach the fourth anniversary of
Shelby v. Holder, the landmark case that over-
turned and gutted a vital part of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965, it is clear that Americans’
right to vote is under attack now more than
ever. While people of color are no longer sub-
ject to irrational literacy tests, arbitrary grand-
father clauses, or high poll taxes, the reversal
of Section 4(b) of the Voting Rights Act once
again subjugates minorities to voter discrimi-
nation tactics. This section provided
preclearance measures for states where voter
discrimination has occurred. Section 4(b) re-
quired any changes of voting laws to first be
cleared by the court in the determined states.
Since Shelby v. Holder nullified this crucial
part of the Voting Rights Act, 10 states have
passed laws requiring photo identification to
vote, and several more states now require
government issued identification in order to
cast a ballot. These identification laws have
been proven to negatively affect minority and
low-income voters disproportionately time and
time again.

Moreover, instead of working to enhance
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and working to
protect the voting rights of all Americans, the
Trump Administration is wasting valuable time
and resources creating a commission to inves-
tigate the groundless claim that millions of
people voted illegally in the last election. The
creation of this commission demonstrates a
clear disregard for the millions of
disenfranchised minorities across America.

My legislation, the Voting Rights Advance-
ment Act, will effectively create a new cov-
erage formula and provide updated
preclearance procedures for states that have
had 15 or more voting violations within the
past 25 years. With the addition of this new
formula, 13 states including Alabama, Arkan-
sas, Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, Lou-
isiana, Mississippi, New York, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Texas, and Virginia, 9 of
which have already passed discriminatory
voter identification laws, would be subject to
federal oversight. The Voting Rights Advance-
ment Act presents a clear solution to the prob-
lem of voter discrimination and helps ensure
Americans of all races and socioeconomic
statuses are able to exercise their constitu-
tionally protected right to vote.

Just as in 1965, we remain at a pivotal
crossroads—the choice to give every Amer-
ican equal access to the ballot or to continue
marginalizing and disenfranchising minorities
and low-income communities. | urge my col-
leagues to take action and support the Voting
Rights Advancement Act and not to let the bi-
partisan effort of previous Congresses be in
vain. Congress must pass the Voting Rights
Advancement Act and restore the right to vote
to every American citizen.
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IN HONOR OF SPECIAL AGENTS
CRYSTAL GRINER AND DAVID
BAILEY AND THEIR COURA-
GEOUS ACTS OF VALOR IN SAV-
ING LIVES

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the selfless acts of courage displayed
by Special Agents Crystal Griner and David
Bailey of The United States Capitol Police
saving the lives of numerous members of
Congress and their staffs. Our thoughts and
prayers go out to all of the wounded and Con-
gressman Steve Scalise and Matt Mika and
their families who are fighting for their lives. |
include in the RECORD this poem penned by
Albert Carey Caswell.

NOT ON MY WATCH

They awake on each new day

With a hug and kiss

saying goodbye to their loved ones out on
their way

As to themselves ‘“Not on My Watch” they
say

No one is going to hurt you this day

Putting on a bullet proof vest

while strapping a holster and gun to their
chest

To watch over all of us to bless

moving out to serve and protect

Not knowing what evil to expect

Or if this will be their last day, yet

Who while all in the midst of hell

must find the strength to make their souls
swell

Living by a noble code and creed

to watch over us . . you and me

It’s all in a Police Officer’s day

Saying, ‘“‘Not on My Watch’ all at speed

To vanquish evil’s darkest of all needs

Ready to lay down their own lives if need be

Standing on that thin blue line

where death lies so close all the time

When, who lives and dies

And see’s another sunrise

So all depends on you

relies

And on that fateful morning in June

When two Capitol Police Officers went deep

stood true

Who against all odds

just like Gods kept their oath through and
through

Out gunned

who from the face of death would not run

All in their stride stood tall in the morning
sun

Until, they vanquished what this dark evil
had begun

Thank you

Officers Griner and Bailey as you have
blessed each and everyone

But, ‘“hate is hard . . and it makes me
cry’”’

When, I see those tears in those wounded
loved ones eyes

But remember

the darkness is no match for the light

The kind that which on this day

burned in Griner’s and Bailey’s hearts so
bright

Goodness

Evil

Darkness

Light

Those Brave Hearts Who Evil Must Fight

Who Bring The Light

Together Enjoined

As We Battle On
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Into The Darkest of Nights

“Not On My Watch”

Those Brave Hearts Who Evil Must Fight
You Bring The Light

———

IN HONOR OF JOE ELLIS

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Joe Ellis for winning the high jump
event in the Ohio High School Division | State
Track and Field Tournament.

An achievement such as this certainly de-
serves recognition. The Ohio High School Ath-
letic Association has enabled talented teams
and individuals to earn state titles since its
founding in 1907. Throughout this time, the
champions of OHSAA state level competitions
have represented the highest achieving and
most talented athletes in Ohio. Each year
these elite competitors join the long ranks of
those who embody Ohio’s proud history of
athletic success.

Joe Ellis’ victory caps a tremendous season.
This sort of achievement is earned only
through many hours of practice, perspiration
and hard work. You have set a new standard
for future athletes to reach. Everyone at Mans-
field Senior High School can be extremely
proud of your performance.

On behalf of the citizens of Ohio’'s 12th
Congressional District, | congratulate Joe Ellis
on his state championship. | wish him contin-
ued success in both his athletic and academic
endeavors.

———

TRUMPCARE WILL ABANDON
AMERICANS SUFFERING FROM
ADDICTION AND OVERDOSE

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, our
country is in the midst of a drug overdose epi-
demic that’s devastating families and commu-
nities nationwide. Each day, 144 people die
from drug overdose. Opioids kill more people
than car accidents, and heroin kills more than
all gun-related homicides.

Recently, President Trump stated the opioid
crisis “is a crippling problem throughout the
United States” and vowed to “expand treat-
ment for those who have become so badly ad-
dicted.” After promising the American people
that he would take action to alleviate this suf-
fering, he endorsed a GOP health reform bill
that would decimate mental health and sub-
stance abuse treatment for those most in
need.

Now, we all know about TrumpCare. We
know the House version of the bill would cut
more than $800 billion to Medicaid, cause 23
million Americans to lose their health insur-
ance, and disproportionately hurt the same
low- and middle-class voters in rural areas
who helped elect him in order to give a mas-
sive tax cut to the wealthiest Americans. And
the Senate version, released today, is ex-
pected to have largely similar effects.
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Today, | want to focus on one particularly
harsh way TrumpCare harms Americans and
their families: It severely reduces access to
critical mental health and substance abuse
services for victims of this public health crisis,
especially the 62 million Americans living in
rural areas.

Folks living in rural areas, including many of
my constituents in Alabama, are older and
sicker than the average American and have
higher rates of premature death, which is
largely driven by drug overdoses. More than
one third of Alabamians live in rural areas and
report poor mental health. What's worse, for
every 11,000 of my constituents living in
Wilcox County, there is only one mental health
provider. Wilcox County is only one example
of the mental health provider shortage in rural
America.

While the ACA didn’t solve all of these prob-
lems, it made real progress towards increasing
access to affordable and high-quality mental
health and substance abuse services. It en-
sured that all individual and employer health
plans covered therapist appointments, hospital
visits, and medications. It banned lifetime and
annual limits on the amount that health insur-
ance companies would pay for critical mental
health and substance abuse services. It
capped out-of-pocket costs for these services,
and finally, it ensured that no one would be
discriminated against because they had pre-
existing mental health or substance abuse
conditions. Together, these reforms gave
Americans suffering from this drug epidemic
hope for lasting recovery.

TrumpCare, rather than building on the suc-
cesses of the ACA and strengthening treat-
ment for the 22 million Americans suffering
from mental health and substance abuse dis-
orders, wipe out access to life-saving health
services for the families that need it most. The
House version of the bill would allow states to
eliminate requirements that health plans cover
mental health and substance abuse services,
and it would allow insurance companies to in-
flate prices for Americans who suffer from pre-
existing conditions in certain states. As a re-
sult, the independent Congressional Budget
Office has projected that individuals with a
mental health or substance abuse history
could be charged “thousands” more under
TrumpCare than under the ACA. In addition to
affecting the 175,000 Alabamians who pur-
chased health insurance on the ACA market-
place, these cost hikes could extend to 1.6
million Alabamians with employer-sponsored
health insurance.

Republican “solutions” to these problems
are drastically underfunded, partly in an effort
to reduce the total cost of TrumpCare in order
to fund tax breaks for the wealthiest execu-
tives and heirs in our country. As a dem-
onstration of my Republican colleagues’ prior-
ities, they vetoed an introduced TrumpCare
amendment that would mandate coverage for
mental health and substance abuse services.

To put it simply, more people will die from
drug overdose if TrumpCare is passed. In-
stead of helping the rural voters who helped
President Trump get into office, he betrayed
them by supporting legislation that wipes out
life-saving mental health and substance abuse
treatments in order to cut taxes for Americans
like him. TrumpCare will lead to more families
torn apart by addiction, more out-of-home
placements for children whose parents are
suffering from this epidemic, and a larger bur-
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den on child welfare and foster care systems
already at capacity.

We have made real progress in combatting
the opioid crisis in recent years, but our fight
is not over. Regardless of partisan affiliation,
we must ensure affordable and comprehen-
sive mental health and substance abuse serv-
ices for all Americans. Those who do not will
have to answer to the grief-stricken families
whose loved ones fall victim to this drug over-
dose epidemic.

———

HONORING THE TYLER JUNIOR
COLLEGE APACHES, 2017 NJCAA
DIVISION III WORLD BASEBALL
CHAMPIONS

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, residents of
east Texas are no strangers to bringing home
championship trophies. Yet it is still a thrilling
moment to welcome home a team after win-
ning a national championship title. Even more
so when they bring home a second national
title the following year, and rarer still when the
team then wins a third national championship.
But it is truly unprecedented in NJCAA history
for a team to win four straight national titles in
a row. What an exceptional privilege it is to
stand today to congratulate the Tyler Junior
College Apaches baseball team for its fourth
straight 2017 NJCAA Division Il World Series
victory, the 56th national title in the history of
TJC.

The Apaches finished 4-0 in the World Se-
ries held in Greeneville, Tennessee, securing
an historic fourth consecutive championship
with a 5-1 victory over the Niagara County
(New York) Thunder Wolves. The team won
their final eleven games of the 2017 season
with an impressive overall record of 41-20.

This remarkable accomplishment cannot be
possible without the determination and hard
work of every team member, along with the
skill and experience of a dedicated coaching
staff led by Head Baseball Coach Doug Wren,
who has escorted the Apaches to six World
Series appearances in eight years as Head
Coach. Assisting Coach Wren are Assistant
Coaches Chad Sherman and Garrett
McMullen; Student Managers Colter Dosch
and Cody Jamison; Student Trainers Justin
Smith and Chase Day; Assistant Athletic
Trainer Travis Gray, and Head Athletic Trainer
Eddy McGuire.

My most enthusiastic praise and congratula-
tions goes to national champions Braden
Wise, Jarrod Wells, Payton Adams, Matt
Mikusek, Travis French, Justin Roach, Taylor
Broadway, Corben Henry, Ryan Lawhon,
Blaze Beason, James Kuykendall, Jarel
McDade, Austin Cernosek, Tyler Abney, John
Gillett, Chase Evans, Garin Shelton, Beau
Buesing, Colton Whitehouse, AbeRee Hiebert,
Blake Maddox, Cameron Carver, Mason
Whitmarsh, Daniel Priddy, Luke Boyd, J.P.
Gorby, Austin Tambellini, Marco Gutierrez,
Daniel Bogue, Jordan Trahan, Trevor Parker,
Andrew Nichols, and Eric Bullock.

Tyler Junior College has been a beacon of
academic excellence for more than ninety
years. So it comes as no surprise the warrior
spirit of pride and achievement extends to its
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athletic accomplishments under the leadership
of TJC President Dr. Michael Metke, Provost
and Vice President for Academic and Student
Affairs Dr. Juan Mejia, Assistant VP/Athletics
and Student Life Dr. Tim Drain, Assistant Di-
rector of Intercollegiate Athletics Kelsi Weeks,
Associate Director of Intercollegiate Athletics
Chuck Smith, and Administrative Assistant of
Intercollegiate Athletics Sherry Harwood.

These exceptional student athletes have
added a spectacular chapter to the legacy of
Tyler Junior College. No matter how talented
and committed the team, the path to a na-
tional championship would be much more
challenging if not for the enthusiastic support
of a fiercely loyal network of players’ families,
faculty, staff members, alumni, and commu-
nity.

May God continue to bless these young
people, along with their families, friends and
neighbors in east Texas and beyond. It is a
tremendous honor to recognize the 2017
NJCAA World Series Baseball Champions, the
Tyler Junior College Apaches.

———

HONORING THE U.S.-INDIA RELA-
TIONSHIP AND INDIAN AMERI-
CANS

HON. DAVID SCHWEIKERT

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, as Presi-
dent Trump prepares to welcome Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi next week, there is
much to celebrate in our country’s relationship
with India, the world’s largest democracy, and
in the enormous contributions that Indian
Americans make in our country.

There are four million Indian-Americans in
the U.S., according to the Census Bureau. In
2010, Pew reported that 87.2 percent of adult
Indian Americans were foreign-born and that
Indian Americans are highly educated and
highly successful.

U.S. relations with India are critical to both
countries. Our annual bilateral trade in goods
and services could reach $500 billion by 2024,
a five-fold increase since 2013, according to
the Congressional Research Service.

The role of Indian Americans in government
is profound. In recent months, former Gov-
ernor Nikki Haley was confirmed as Ambas-
sador to the United Nations; Ajit Pai was
made chairman of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission; Seema Verma was named
Administrator of the Center for Medicaid and
Medicare Services; four Indian Americans took
their seats in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and one in the Senate; and countless
more serve in state legislatures, local govern-
ments, the judicial branch and beyond.

Indian Americans have deeply enriched our
nation’s arts and culture, and Indian media in
the U.S. is surging to meet demand. Cable,
satellite and radio offer a growing array of
Hindu and Indian content. Global Hindi pro-
grammer ZEE TV’'s U.S. programming is
viewed in nearly a million households.

Politically and militarily, our two countries
are united in a commitment to fight terrorism
and promote world peace. Last year, the U.S.
and India signed a historic defense agreement
that paves the way for greater strategic and
regional cooperation.
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Please join me in acknowledging the im-
mense contribution Indian Americans make to
the United States, and in recognizing the im-
portance of continuing to strengthen ties be-
tween our two nations.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE SISTERS OF
MERCY OF THE AMERICAS CON-
GREGATIONAL CHAPTER MEET-
ING IN BUFFALO, NEW YORK
JUNE 19-JUNE 29, 2017

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the Sisters of Mercy of
the Americas as they have gathered in my
hometown of Buffalo, New York for their Con-
gregational Chapter meeting from June 19—
June 29. More than 300 Sisters of Mercy from
various parts of the continental United States
as well as from the Philippines, Guam and
Latin America will elect an Institute president
and leadership team, determine priorities,
renew their vision and respond to the chang-
ing needs in their mission during this two-
week summit.

Inspired by the life of Jesus and its founder
Catherine McAuley, the Sisters of Mercy are
women of faith who have committed their lives
to God and use their resources to serve, ad-
vocate and pray for those in need throughout
the world. Arriving from Ireland at the invitation
of the Bishop of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in
1843, the women originally dedicated them-
selves to the service of people who were poor,
sick, and uneducated. As membership grew
throughout the United States, the organiza-
tion’s influence expanded to issues in edu-
cation, health care, and social services.

The work of the Sisters of Mercy is inher-
ently woven into the historic fabric of the
growth of Buffalo and Western New York as
these devoted women taught in numerous
Catholic schools. They opened, led and cared
for others in our Catholic hospitals as well as
being highly engaged in numerous charitable
organizations. The Sisters’ profound influence
on those they taught, those they tended to
who were suffering physically, mentally, spir-
itually, those they helped bring into this world,
and those they comforted as the end drew
near has deepened across generations.

Today, the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
operate under the core values of Spirituality,
Community, Service, and Social Justice focus-
ing on the critical concerns of the earth, immi-
gration, nonviolence, anti-racism, and women.
They sponsor or co-sponsor 77 schools from
early childhood education to the collegiate
level and partnered with the Global Catholic
Climate Movement to urge world leaders to
commit to climate action.

This commitment to action on climate
change is one | strongly share and support.
For decades, the United States set the world’s
public policy standard on critical environmental
issues; a tradition that ended when this Ad-
ministration backed away from the Paris Cli-
mate Accord—a pledge joined by more than
190 countries to reduce emissions toward the
goal of cleaner air and a healthy planet. This
reversal does not demonstrate the leadership
that is characteristic of America, nor does it

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

protect the health and safety of people today
or those for generations to come.

In solidarity with the communities in which
they minister, the Sisters of Mercy of the
Americas’ commitment to everyone’s right to
clean water will take another strong, steady
and significant step forward; actually many
hundreds of steps forward, as the Sisters will
participate in a Contemplative Walk down
Main Street to Canalside, the center of Buf-
falo’s resurgent waterfront, where the Buffalo
River flows into Lake Erie. The “Walk for
Water” on Friday, June 23 will be led by rep-
resentatives from the Native American com-
munity who will add their voices and vital his-
torical perspective to the urgent need to pro-
tect and preserve our natural environment.

As the Congressional Representative who
secured the funding for the infrastructure
needed to make public access at our water’s
edge a reality, this ceremony is especially sig-
nificant as we find ourselves, inexplicably,
fighting to ensure the federal dollars used to
restore our Great Lakes remains in place.

The Great Lakes contain 95 percent of
America’s fresh surface water and drinking
water supply to more than 40 million people in
North America. Currently under threat of dras-
tic cuts, the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
(GLRI) is a joint effort between the U.S. and
Canada to restore the Great Lakes by clean-
ing up pollution, promoting shoreline health,
combating invasive species and protecting fish
and wildlife. Over the last decade the federal
government has invested $32.38 million in
Great Lakes funding in and around the Buffalo
River Area of Concern and is credited with the
ecological and economic turnaround of the
Buffalo River.

Now more than ever, we need to dem-
onstrate the value both environmentally and
economically of Great Lakes investments, and
come together to fight for the continuation of
this program and others that enhance the
quality of life for this and future generations.
And so, joined by the Interfaith Climate Justice
Community, Climate Justice Coalition and like-
minded public officials, the Sisters will add
water from their regions to one container. This
blended water will be sprinkled over the Sis-
ters, over the land and then poured out into
Lake Erie.

Once again, with humility and humanity,
these valiant women are leading by example.
This symbolic mixing of waters from lands
served by the Sisters of Mercy of the Amer-
icas represents active and unified engagement
in this crucial crusade to protect, promote and
preserve our natural assets for all people. Mr.
Speaker, | am pleased to recognize the Sis-
ters of Mercy of the Americas for adding an-
other historic milestone to the legacy of the
Buffalo waterfront. And to extend immeas-
urable gratitude for all they have sacrificed,
shared and stood for in the past, and for all
they will continue to stand up for today, tomor-
row and for generations to come.

—————

A TRIBUTE TO TESSA SHIELDS
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Tessa
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Shields, a graduate of Mount Ayr High School
in Mount Ayr, lowa. Tessa was recently hon-
ored for outstanding academic achievement at
the Fifteenth Annual Governor's Scholar Rec-
ognition on April 30, 2017.

This statewide program is sponsored by the
lowa Governor’s Office, the lowa High School
Athletic Association, and the lowa Farm Bu-
reau. Each lowa high school was invited to se-
lect a senior with the highest academic
achievement. Not only are recipients academi-
cally gifted, but the selected students are also
those who have had success in extra-cur-
ricular activities and community involvement.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent
leaders like Tessa in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that | recognize
her for utilizing her talents to reach her goals.
| invite my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating her on receiving this esteemed
designation, and in wishing her nothing but the
best.

———

HONORING COLONEL JAMES C.
BRENNAN III, USMC

HON. WALTER B. JONES

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to rise
today to honor Colonel James C. Brennan I,
for his thirty-three years of selfless service to
our nation in the United States Marine Corps.

Colonel Brennan’s extensive career started
in 1984 with the completion of entry level
training at Parris Island, South Carolina. He
received his commission through the Platoon
Leaders Class in 1988 after graduating from
Lynchburg College.

Colonel Brennan began as a field artillery
officer serving with the 10th, 11th and 12th
Marine Regiments. He held every major posi-
tion from forward observer to battalion com-
mander. His command of the 2nd Battalion,
10th Marine Regiment, however, is particularly
noteworthy. During this time, he deployed his
artillery battalion as a civil affairs group in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom in al Anbar
province, finally completing the efforts that Ma-
rines had started over five years earlier. His
efforts resulted in the smooth transition of civil
works projects, education projects and local
governance over to the Iraqi people.

As a field grade officer, Colonel Brennan
served in diverse ways, including multiple
tours of duty outside his primary field. In 1998,
he was assigned to Officer Candidate School,
where his efforts resulted in the first complete
revision of the school’s curriculum in over a
decade, as well as material changes, which
reduced injuries significantly. In 2001, he first
served outside of the Marine Corps as the
Deputy Liaison Officer to the U.S. House of
Representatives during both the 107th and
108th Congresses. In 2004, he was assigned
to Marine Forces Pacific where he served as
a planner while simultaneously serving the
U.S. Pacific Command as a crisis action plan-
ner. During this time, he was successful in
planning operations in support of crises across
the Pacific Rim from the Philippines to Indo-
nesia, and all across the Indian Ocean. He
was later deployed in support of Operation
Iragi Freedom as a planner for Multi-National
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Force—West, where he was responsible for
planning the first national election and con-
stitutional referendum in Irag’s history. His ef-
forts allowed every voter to cast their vote in
a safe and secure environment.

In 2009, Colonel Brennan was promoted to
Colonel, and served as the Commanding Offi-
cer of Headquarters and Service Battalion at
Quantico, Virginia. This battalion has the dis-
tinction of being the largest battalion level for-
mation in the Marine Corps with over 3,200
members. His efforts ensured that each of the
26 major commands he led received the same
consistency of form and effort in managing
their training, education, administration and
legal matters to allow them to focus on their
primary missions.

A few years later, in 2013, Colonel Brennan
again moved outside the Marine Corps to sup-
port operations at the combatant command
level. He was assigned to the U.S. Northern
Command as its liaison to the U.S. Southern
Command. During this period, he was as-
signed to support the training and execution of
domestic disaster relief operations in the great
states of Washington, Nebraska, Wisconsin,
Mississippi and New York. His knowledge and
expertise in humanitarian assistance and dis-
aster relief operations assisted each state’s
joint task force in smoothly incorporating the
active military forces within the legal con-
straints for operations on domestic soil.

During his decades of service, Colonel
Brennan served with distinction in support of
anti-terrorism operations, including Operation
Provide Comfort, Operation Iraqgi Freedom,
and Operation Freedom’s Sentinel. He aided
in support of crisis response missions around
the globe including tsunami relief operations in
Thailand, Indonesia and the Maldives, Haitian
refugee operations, and multiple typhoon relief
operations in the Philippines, as well as in the
United States. He commanded at all levels,
the battery, battalion and regimental, and has
supported operations both domestically and
overseas.

Colonel Brennan’s career is distinguished by
his willingness and desire to serve our nation,
the Marine Corps, and the brave marines and
sailors he has had the privilege to lead each
and every day. He is a man who served faith-
fully and to the best of his abilities in all posi-
tions to which he was assigned, which has
made him invaluable to the Marine Corps and
to our nation. He successfully used his skills
as a commander, leader and mentor, both in
the field and in garrison. It is likely that much
of Colonel Brennan’s service will never fully be
recognized, but his leadership will be remem-
bered for years to come.

In addition, over the three and a half dec-
ades Colonel Brennan served our nation, Mrs.
Laura Brennan, his wife, has been avidly dedi-
cated to serving the people of the United
States. Noted as a counselor and leader, Mrs.
Brennan serves as an assistant town attorney
for the Town of Islip in New York, while main-
taining a private practice. She is also active in
the fight for autism awareness, both in her
community and at the national level. Her
greatest professional accomplishment has
been helping advocate for military children on
the spectrum to gain better access to appro-
priate care.

Mrs. Brennan continues to be involved in a
multitude of organizations in West Islip, NY
area while also raising their two school-aged
children. | am fortunate to have known the
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Brennan family since 2001, and | am extraor-
dinarily proud of the work they have done for
our nation and will continue do in the future.

On behalf of my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle, | would like to recognize Colonel
Brennan’s outstanding accomplishments, cou-
rageous attitude, and his past and present de-
votion to our nation. | want to congratulate
him, his wife Laura, and their children, Caro-
line and Charlotte on the completion of a long
and highly distinguished career.

In closing, may God continue to bless the
Brennans and may they have “fair winds and
a following sea” as they embark on a new
journey of service to our beloved nation.

Semper Fidelis.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, on
June 21, 2017, | was not present for the re-
corded votes on Roll Call Nos. 311, 312, 313,
314, and 315. Had | been present, | would
have voted: NAY on the motion to table the
appeal of the ruling of the Chair; NAY on the
motion on ordering the previous question on
the rule for providing consideration of both
H.R. 1873 and H.R. 1654; NO on agreeing to
the resolution providing for consideration of
H.R. 1873; AYE on agreeing to the Carbajal of
California Part A Amendment and; NO on the
passage of the Electricity Reliability and For-
est Protection Act.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF BABCOCK &
WILCOX

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Babcock & Wilcox, a power gen-
eration company which employs hundreds of
Ohioans in Ohio’s 16th District. B&W cele-
brates its 150th Anniversary on June 22,
2017, and since its founding, it has become a
global leader in energy and environmental
technologies, as well as services for power
and industrial markets.

In its 150 years, B&W produced a number
of historic firsts. It supplied energy for the first
electric street lights. It powered New York’s
first subway. It built components for the USS
Nautilus, the world’s first nuclear-powered sub.
It also pioneered emissions control tech-
nologies that allowed utilities to comply with
the Clean Air Act.

As B&W celebrates 150 years in business,
| would like to congratulate them on their sto-
ried achievements and wish them success in
their next 150.
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HONORING J. MICHAEL GILLILAND

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize J. Michael
Gilliland. Michael is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 692,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Michael has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Michael has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Mi-
chael has led his troop as the Assistant Senior
Patrol Leader, earned the rank of Brave in the
Tribe of Mic-O-Say, and become a member of
the Order of the Arrow. Michael has also con-
tributed to his community through his Eagle
Scout project. Michael constructed a round rail
fence around an underground shelter at the
Rotary Youth Camp in Lee’s Summit, Mis-
souri, making it safer for wheel-chair bound
campers to access the shelter in an emer-
gency situation.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending J. Michael Gilliland for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

HONORING MS. LYNN BUSH

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the retirement of a tireless public
servant in Bucks County. Ms. Lynn Bush, the
Executive Director of the Bucks County Plan-
ning Commission and Chief Clerk of the Coun-
ty, retired last week after more than eighteen
years serving her friends and neighbors. The
work Ms. Bush has done throughout her ca-
reer has helped the businesses of Bucks
County to flourish, and oversaw the preserva-
tion of Bucks County’s 200th farm, as part of
her passionate work protecting open space in
the county. Her service stands as a reminder
that we make a life by what we give others.

A TRIBUTE TO LIVY GREEN

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Livy
Green, a graduate of Nodaway Valley High
School in Greenfield, lowa. Livy was recently
honored for outstanding academic achieve-
ment at the Fifteenth Annual Governor's
Scholar Recognition on April 30, 2017.

This statewide program is sponsored by the
lowa Governor’s Office, the lowa High School
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Athletic Association, and the lowa Farm Bu-
reau. Each lowa high school was invited to se-
lect a senior with the highest academic
achievement. Not only are recipients academi-
cally gifted, but the selected students are also
those who have had success in extra-cur-
ricular activities and community involvement.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent
leaders like Livy in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that | recognize
her for utilizing her talents to reach her goals.
| invite my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating her on receiving this esteemed
designation, and in wishing her nothing but the
best.

HONORING CHIEF STEVE
WESTERMANN

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize the outstanding
achievements of Chief Steve Westermann.
Chief Westermann is one of the most re-
spected fire district chiefs and is retiring from
the Central Jackson County Fire Protection
District. | join with his family, fellow firefighters,
and the citizens of the central Jackson County
in congratulating Chief Westermann on his
many years of success, contributions to the
community and retirement.

Chief Westermann started his career as a
volunteer in 1972 while in high school. In
1977, he was hired as a Fire Inspector with
CJC, creating the Fire Prevention Bureau and
beginning the first in-school education pro-
grams. In 1979, he was promoted to assistant
chief, and in 1981 left to take a position as the
Assistant Chief / Fire Marshall in Chesterfield
MO. In 1985 he returned to CJCFPD as a fire
apparatus engineer and was soon promoted to
deputy chief. In 1988, Chief Westermann was
appointed Chief Fire Executive (CFE), the
fourth in CJCFPD’s history. Along the way,
Chief Westermann has also been elected or
appointed to serve in leadership and executive
positions on countless local, state, and na-
tional organizations and committees, dedi-
cated to making the communities we serve,
and the fire service as a whole, stronger and
safer.

While serving as CFE, Chief Westermann
moved CJCFPD forward in all areas and cre-
ated an organization that is recognized and re-
spected across the country. CJCFPD grew
from 18 to 133 career staff, assumed com-
plete responsibility for emergency medical
services, achieved an Insurance Services Of-
fice rating of 2, significantly expanded fire and
EMS training, added Station 5 and a state of
the art training facility.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me and the
rest of the community, family and firefighters
in applauding Chief Steve Westermann’s out-
standing achievements and contributions to
the community, and the State of Missouri. We
wish Chief Westermann and his family the
very best in years to come.
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HONORING THE CENTENNIAL OF
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS OF
THE CALIFORNIA NORTHWEST

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with my colleague Congressman MIKE THOMP-
SON to recognize the 100th anniversary of the
American Red Cross of the California North-
west (Northwest Chapter), as it celebrates the
occasion on June 22, 2017.

Chartered in 1917, the American Red Cross
of the California Northwest was originally com-
prised of eleven chapters from Sonoma to Del
Norte Counties. These chapters provided nec-
essary support and emergency services to
United States Armed Forces and their families
stationed in the area, as the country entered
the First World War.

Throughout the years, the Northwest Chap-
ter's purpose has evolved to meet the region’s
growing population and increasingly diverse
needs. Now covering six counties with a com-
bined population of 941,000 people, the North-
west Chapter has provided emergency serv-
ices, training programs, and continued support
to Military personnel and their families
throughout the region.

This has led to critical emergency support
during times of disaster both big and small.
From the 1964 earthquake that devastated
Crescent City to the Russian River Floods of
1955, 1982, 1995, and 2007, the Northwest
Chapter has repeatedly answered the call for
assistance with trained volunteers and broader
emergency support. The Northwest Chapter
responds to an average of 100 local disasters
and assists an average 280 families each year
through the efforts of its volunteer disaster
workers.

Mr. Speaker, the American Red Cross of
the California Northwest has been a critical
partner in providing local emergency support
and preparation during times of crisis. It is,
therefore, fitting to congratulate and thank the
Northwest Chapter for a century of exceptional
volunteer citizenship and community support.

———

HONORING GREENBRIER MIDDLE
SCHOOL

HON. J. FRENCH HILL

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate Greenbrier Middle School on being
named one of 465 Schools to Watch by the
National Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades
Reform in 2017.

By establishing organizational norms, struc-
tures, and arrangements, Schools to Watch
achieve academic excellence, developmental
responsiveness, and social equity.

Those three characteristics are paramount
to middle-grade success and young adoles-
cent development.

| am encouraged to hear of Greenbrier Mid-
dle School’s unyielding sense of purpose and
dedication to the success of their students;
and, | am excited to personally congratulate
their outstanding efforts during their visit to
Washington this month.
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Our youth are our future, so | look forward
to further Arkansas schools joining Greenbrier
in the pursuit of excellence.

———
RECOGNIZING THE RETIRING
TEACHERS AT INTER-LAKES

HIGH SCHOOL
NEW HAMPSHIRE

HON. CAROL SHEA-PORTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, all teach-
ers are special, but educators who stay way
beyond normal retirement dates deserve extra
credit. In my district, | have four educators
from the same high school, Inter-Lakes High
School in Meredith, NH, who are retiring after
a combined 150 years in education. That is
truly remarkable, and | join with their commu-
nity to thank them for their service to the chil-
dren and the community.

Vice Principal William Athans has been
working in education for 51 years, which is
simply incredible. Guidance counselor Chris-
tina Gribben has been assisting students and
helping them reach their full potential for 43
years. World languages teacher Nancy
Stetson has been teaching for 35 years, and
science teacher Joyce Warburton has been
expanding minds and preparing students for
21 years.

These educators have played a tremendous
role in the lives of so many New Hampshire
students. They have planted knowledge and
wisdom in young minds and prepared their
students for success. | hope our newly minted
retirees enjoy a long and happy retirement.
They certainly have earned it.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF MARK
SCOTT

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today | would
like to honor Mark Scott, who passed away in
May, 2017.

A native of Eureka, lllinois, Mark Scott at-
tended Worsham College of Mortuary Science
and later served as a funeral director for 20
years. As a servant of the community, he was
found helping families in their greatest time of
need at Otto-Argo Funeral Home in Eureka,
Davis-Fulton in Peoria, and Irwin Chapel in
Granite City. Later, Mark began his career as
a financial agent, working for Country Compa-
nies in Eureka for the past fifteen years.

Mark continued his service and devotion in
the community as an accomplished Eagle
Scout with Masonic Lodge Triple 835 and as
president of the Eureka Rotary Club. In addi-
tion, Mark was a member of the Eureka Busi-
ness Association and served on the board at
the Heart House. In his spare time, he was
known as an avid outdoorsman who enjoyed
outdoor projects and birdwatching, as well as
a family man who was fond of vacations and
game nights with his wonderful wife, Andrea,
and children, Alyssa and Derek. Furthermore,
Mark was a man of faith, serving as a deacon

IN MEREDITH,
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and President of the Board of Central Chris-
tian Church.

Mark Scott made his community a better
place. He will always be in the hearts and
minds of friends and family throughout the Eu-
reka community. May he rest peacefully in
heaven.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE TOWN OF
CONWAY, MASSACHUSETTS

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, | want to take this
opportunity to recognize the town of Conway,
Massachusetts as they celebrate their 250th
anniversary. Since its establishment in 1767,
Conway has continued to flourish as a rich ag-
ricultural community located in the foothills of
the Berkshire Mountains.

The town of Conway was first established
as the southwest portion of the town of Deer-
field, Massachusetts. After the end of the
French and Indian Wars, the area was divided
and the town Conway was official established
in 1767. Named after General Henry Seymour
Conway, a leader in the British House of Com-
mons, the town was known for its sheep farm-
ing along with other agricultural pursuits. The
first settlers of Conway were able to build
gristmills and sawmills to harness the power of
the many waterways that flowed through the
town. As the Industrial Revolution began in the
United States, Conway was no exception to
the rise of the manufacturing industry. Fac-
tories began to emerge in Conway along the
South River, where power could be readily ac-
cessible from the mills. Everything from tex-
tiles and hats, to washing machines and fur-
niture were manufactured in these factories.
As Conway transitioned into the 20th century,
their manufacturing industry began to suffer as
a result of the high cost of transporting goods
from the town. The town has transitioned back
to a farming community and the remnants of
the old factory buildings serve as reminders of
the town’s history.

Today, Conway is a quiet, beautiful town
with much to offer. Bardwell’s Ferry Bridge still
stands as a treasured historical landmark,
stretching across the Deerfield River and con-
necting Conway to the nearby town of
Shelburne Falls. Every fall, the annual Festival
of the Hills serves as a way for the community
to come together to celebrate the town’s long
and distinguished history. The events of the
festival include a pancake breakfast, live
music, as well as various family activities. All
the proceeds raised from the festival go to-
wards scholarships for local high school stu-
dents, as a way for the town to continue its
legacy as a hardworking community dedicated
to supporting its citizens.

Mr. Speaker, the town of Conway is an im-
portant piece in Massachusetts history and |
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am honored to represent it. | wish them all the
best as the town continues to preserve their
rich history and community involvement that
has been the legacy of Conway for these past
250 years.

——————

RECOGNIZING STEVE KAWA
HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Steve Kawa for his 25 years of service to the
city and county of San Francisco. Steve Kawa
is no ordinary staff member. He is an excep-
tional public servant who has served three
mayors of San Francisco in a wide variety of
positions.

Most San Franciscans have never heard
Kawa’s name—and he prefers it that way—but
they have certainly felt the impact of his work.
He helped guide the City through the after-
math of 9/11 and the Great Recession. He
played a key role in achieving marriage equal-
ity and universal health care access, and he
oversaw unprecedented investments in afford-
able housing and infrastructure projects. His
bosses have called him a cautious, shrewd
negotiator, a driving force behind policy deci-
sions and one of the best Chiefs of Staff a
mayor could have. His effectiveness and style
have also earned him nicknames such as the
enforcer, the shadow mayor, the sphinx and
the man behind the curtain.

Steve Kawa was born in Dracut, Massachu-
setts as the fifth son out of six children of Ed-
ward and Janet Kawa and grew up in a Pol-
ish-Irish American Catholic family. Mrs. Kawa
was a school bus driver. Mr. Kawa was a con-
struction worker. Steve credits his mother with
his interest in politics. She loved the Kennedys
and was fascinated with the Watergate hear-
ings. Steve grew up watching the hearings on
TV and says the inner workings of government
mesmerized him.

Steve was the first member of his family to
attend a four-year college and graduate from
Merrimack College with a bachelor’'s degree in
political science in 1983. To pay for school he
worked four jobs as a bartender at the Polish
American Veterans Club, as a dishwasher in a
nursing home, as a florist’s delivery man and
as a security guard working the night shift.
While attending law school at Suffolk Univer-
sity, he served as a legislative aide in Bos-
ton’s State House at night. He graduated in
1989.

Two years later at the age of 30, Steve trav-
eled to San Francisco for the first time and de-
cided to make it his home. Within a month he
found his first job working as a legislative aide
to Supervisor Tom Hsieh. In November 1995,
Willie Brown was elected Mayor and hired
Steve as liaison to the Board of Supervisors.
He promoted him to Director of Legislative Af-
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fairs and then Acting Director of the Mayor's
Budget Office and then Deputy Chief of Staff.
The next mayor, Gavin Newsom, hired Steve
as his Chief of Staff in 2003. In 2011, Mayor
Ed Lee did the same and Steve remained
Chief of Staff until he recently decided to retire
from his career at city hall.

Steve is the ultimate public servant. He is
still mesmerized with the inner workings of
government, just as he was when he was
watching the Watergate hearings with his
mother. He recently told the San Francisco
Chronicle, “There is so much cynicism about
government and politics, and when I'm here |
don’t see the cynicism. | just see people work-
ing really hard for other people.” There is no
question that Steve is one of the hardest
working people working for others.

Wherever his well-deserved retirement will
take Steve Kawa, | am confident he will be ef-
fective and hope he will have more time to
spend with his husband Dan Henkle and their
two children Michael and Katherine.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to recognize an exem-
plary public servant who would rather stay out
of the limelight and get things done. Steve
Kawa’s absence at San Francisco City Hall
will be deeply felt, but his contributions will re-
main part of the fabric of our beloved city by
the bay.

A TRIBUTE TO JACOB HITZ

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Jacob
Hitz, a graduate of Creston High School in
Creston, lowa. Jacob was recently honored for
outstanding academic achievement at the Fif-
teenth Annual Governor's Scholar Recognition
on April 30, 2017.

This statewide program is sponsored by the
lowa Governor’s Office, the lowa High School
Athletic Association, and the lowa Farm Bu-
reau. Each lowa high school was invited to se-
lect a senior with the highest academic
achievement. Not only are recipients academi-
cally gifted, but the selected students are also
those who have had success in extra-cur-
ricular activities and community involvement.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent
leaders like Jacob in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that | recognize
him for utilizing his talents to reach his goals.
| invite my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating him on receiving this esteemed
designation, and in wishing him nothing but
the best.
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