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early Americas. Recognizing the sig-
nificance of his impressive collection, 
Jay made an extraordinary gift in the 
year 2004 to our Library of Congress 
and to the American people with a con-
tribution of 4,000 items, which are now 
on display permanently. The Library of 
Congress estimates that over 3 million 
visitors have visited this magnificent 
exhibit made possible by the generous 
donation of the Jay I. Kislak Founda-
tion. 

Because of Jay’s extensive back-
ground in and knowledge of our great 
Nation’s history, he has served on nu-
merous boards and has held many lead-
ership posts in our community. 

Throughout all of his success, Jay 
Kislak never ceases to give back to our 
local institutions. His latest contribu-
tion to south Florida is the establish-
ment of two new permanent exhibits at 
the University of Miami’s Otto Richter 
Library and at Miami Dade College’s 
Freedom Tower. 

I join with many in saying thank you 
to Jay Kislak and his family for his 
decades of hard work and dedication 
that he has given to bring the world 
these magnificent historical artifacts. 

Thank you, Jay Kislak, and many 
more years. 

f 

ASIAN PACIFIC HERITAGE MONTH 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to speak about Asian Pacific Heritage 
Month. 

In May of each year, we come to-
gether to celebrate the Asian and Pa-
cific heritage cultures that have made 
up America for generations. It is time 
to recognize those important signifi-
cant roles that Asian Americans play 
in our American story. 

We are very lucky in the San Joaquin 
Valley to have a community rich with 
culture and ethnic diversity. Our 
Asian-American and Pacific Islander 
neighbors are an integral part of that 
richness. 

From the Chinese Americans, who 
helped build the transcontinental rail-
road in the 1860s, to the Japanese 
American farmers, who cultivated our 
valley in the early 1900s, to the Hmong 
and Vietnamese Americans who joined 
our community beginning in the late 
1970s and 1980s after the Vietnam War, 
these Asian communities all have an 
important story that have added value 
to our country. 

As we reflect upon Asian Pacific Her-
itage Month, I am proud to join all 
Asian Americans and the Pacific Is-
landers in my district and across our 
country in celebration. So let me 
thank all of our Asian Americans for 
their contributions to our country. 

CELEBRATING MEMORIAL DAY 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

speak about the significance of Memo-
rial Day this coming weekend, which 
we will celebrate across our Nation. 

This weekend, I will have the honor 
and the privilege to participate in 

three Memorial Day ceremonies in my 
district. We will pause to memorialize 
and thank those American servicemen 
and -women who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice and to mourn the loss 
with their families. 

Words, for me, never seem adequate 
to express a profound thank-you, hav-
ing members of families and my own 
family that have served and that have 
made those sacrifices, for these men 
and women are our heroes. They gave 
America the most precious thing they 
had: the last full measure of devotion 
to country. Because they did, we are 
who we are today: a free and pros-
perous nation that is reflected around 
the world in most positive ways. 

Our valley and our Nation owe an im-
measurable debt of gratitude to these 
individuals and their families who so 
selflessly answered the call of duty, 
and our Nation can never, ever say 
thank you enough. 

Their sacrifice, bravery, therefore, 
must never, ever be forgotten. We must 
continue to work on behalf of veterans 
and their families. Whether it is cut-
ting through red tape with their vet-
erans’ claims or helping with assist-
ance programs or educational benefits, 
we can always and should do more. 

As President John F. Kennedy said: 
‘‘As we express our gratitude, we must 
never forget that the highest apprecia-
tion is not to utter words, but to live 
by them.’’ So each day, not just on Me-
morial Day, we must work to ensure 
that our veterans and soldiers who 
today are on Active Duty in harm’s 
way all around the world and their 
families receive the benefits that they 
have earned. 

On Monday, we will honor and we 
will remember and we will pledge never 
to forget, and we will say, in our most 
humble way, thank you. 
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NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
celebrate May as National Foster Care 
Month. I also welcome those currently 
in and alumni of our foster care sys-
tem, along with our supporters, who 
are visiting Capitol Hill today. 

Foster Care Month is a very small 
way to acknowledge the youth that are 
a part of the system, along with all of 
those who make an enormous dif-
ference in their lives. This month is 
about improving the foster care system 
and providing support to the individ-
uals who selflessly make this system 
work. 

The success of our country depends 
upon the well-being of our youth today. 
We know, through much social re-
search, that family stability is directly 
linked to less behavioral and academic 
problems. We have the duty as a nation 
to empower all children so they can 
have the same sense of promise and 
possibility as any other, regardless of 
their circumstances. 

National Foster Care Month is a time 
to celebrate the selfless men and 
women who embrace children in the 
foster care system and recommit to 
helping more youth find permanent 
families so they can, too, experience 
stability and the freedom to fulfill 
their limitless potential. 

Mr. Speaker, the foster care system 
has always and will always be near and 
dear to my heart. My wife, Angie, and 
I adopted two children, Austin and Jes-
sica, then 8 and 9, respectively, 
through the foster care system. 

The idea that children belong in sta-
ble families is not only one of the most 
bipartisan issues I have the privilege of 
working on, but it is one that is impor-
tant to me and dear to me. Nothing is 
more important to a child’s upbringing 
and long-term success than a loving 
and stable home. 

The bedrock of the American story is 
a strong and supportive family. We 
must do everything we can to care for 
all of our youth so they can be free 
from harm and set up for success so 
that they might pen our country’s un-
written future. 

Today I have the honor of being shad-
owed for the day by Kimberly Grosse of 
Omaha, Nebraska. Kim was in foster 
care for 8 years. Starting off in a group 
home, she was later placed at Boys 
Town, where she graduated from high 
school. 

Kim currently works as a commu-
nications specialist, dispatching med-
ical EMS helicopters. She also volun-
teers her time as a court-appointed 
special advocate for kids currently in 
the foster care system. Kim, like so 
many other alumni of the system, pays 
it forward with her dedicated support. 
She is a shining example of determina-
tion and perseverance in all aspects of 
her life. I know that this young lady 
has an extremely bright future ahead. 

I also appreciate my colleagues from 
both sides of the aisle—Representatives 
KAREN BASS, DIANE BLACK, TRENT 
FRANKS, JIM LANGEVIN, BRENDA LAW-
RENCE, and TOM MARINO—for their lead-
ership in the Foster Care Caucus. I am 
grateful to fellow Members who help 
advocate for this important cause. 

Now, let’s continue to embrace the 
spirit that every child matters and 
continue to work toward providing all 
of our sons and daughters an equal op-
portunity to lead productive and ful-
filling lives, not limited to anything 
but their hopes, dreams, imagination, 
and perseverance. I salute all of those 
who are supporters of the foster care 
system. 

I also just want to add, I know, first-
hand, when you see your foster chil-
dren grow to be healthy, successful, 
independent, and loving adults that 
you gain a tremendous sense of satis-
faction and thankfulness. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S BUDGET IS A 
SHORTSIGHTED PLAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. LAWSON) for 5 minutes. 
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