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HONORING TOMMY L. 
MCCULLOUGH 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Mr. Tommy L. McCullough, who was 
born in Pickens, Madison County, Mississippi 
to the late parents of W.E.L. and Classie 
McCullough. He was the youngest of twenty 
siblings, where ten (10) were added by mar-
riage. 

Mr. Tommy L. McCullough was raised in 
Valley View, Mississippi and attended Nichols 
School until the eighth grade. Later he went to 
Cameron Street High School and left to go to 
the Army while he was in the 12th grade. 

Mr. McCullough entered the Army on De-
cember 13, 1954, and was in the 25th Division 
at Scofield Barracks in Hawaii. While there an 
Honor Guard was formed after a few months, 
and height requirements were 5 feet 10 inches 
tall. But, because he was sharp and intelligent 
he was chosen to be a Guard, although he 
was 5 feet 8 inches tall. They later changed 
the title from Guard to Drill Platoon. No one 
could handle a rifle the way Mr. McCullough 
handled it, and he was recognized with many 
letters of congratulations for his performance 
in the Drill Platoon. He also went to the Non- 
Commission Officer Academy and received a 
diploma. Within two years, he went from a Pri-
vate to SP3 (Specialist 3rd class). There he 
stayed until his discharge on November 27, 
1956 and went back to Jackson, Mississippi. 

He had many friends who were Civil Rights 
Activist, one of them was a Freedom Rider. 
Mr. Jake Freeze was one of the leaders in the 
Freedom Riders Movement that lived in his 
house in 1963, which was later called the 
Freedom House in Madison County. Pictures 
are on the wall of the Civil Rights Museum in 
Canton, Mississippi, today. 

Mr. McCullough afterwards moved to Louis-
ville, KY in 1965. He worked at Harshaws 
Chemical Company for about five years. He 
missed Mississippi so much that he came 
back and opened up a night club, Billa Farro, 
for five years in Jackson and later opened a 
Car Dealership, TC and III, and then he re-
tired. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Tommy L. McCullough for 
his dedication to serving others. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CONNIE AND GARY 
PENICK 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Connie 

and Gary Penick of Milo, Iowa, on the very 
special occasion of their 50th Wedding Anni-
versary. They celebrated their anniversary on 
March 3rd, 2017. 

Connie and Gary’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 50th An-
niversary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together, and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MARION COUNTY 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I am 
honored to recognize Marion County Sheriff 
Billy Woods, City of Belleview Police Chief 
Terry Holland, and the law enforcement offi-
cers who keep Marion County safe every sin-
gle day. 

This week marks the annual observance of 
Police Week. Though we set aside one week 
a year to honor law enforcement, I encourage 
all Americans to join me not only this week, 
but every day, in recognizing the honor, cour-
age, and commitment of America’s law en-
forcement. 

Our law enforcement are heroes in the com-
munity. They keep us safe, and are willing to 
put their lives on the line every day in the 
course of their duties. It is impossible to fully 
express our gratitude or adequately recognize 
the professionalism of the men and women 
who voluntarily put their lives on the line for 
our safety and security. It is with deep respect 
that we pause today to honor the memory of 
the heroes who gave the last full measure of 
devotion and made the ultimate sacrifice. 

I want to extend my sincere appreciation to 
Marion County Sheriff Billy Woods, City of 
Belleview Police Chief Terry Holland, and the 
law enforcement officers who bravely and self-
lessly serve Marion County. It is an honor to 
recognize them and all men and women in law 
enforcement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, on Roll 
Call Vote No. 259, I would have voted Nay on 
ordering the previous question on H. Res. 

323, providing for consideration of H.R. 115. 
On Roll Call Vote No. 260, I would have voted 
No on agreeing to H. Res. 323, providing for 
consideration of H.R. 115. On Roll Call Vote 
No. 261, I would have voted Nay on tabling 
the ruling of the Chair. On Roll Call Vote No. 
262, I would have voted Yea on the motion to 
suspend the rules and pass H.R. 1177, Re-
moving Outdated Restrictions to Allow for Job 
Growth Act. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF LUCY CASADO 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the memory of Lucy Casado, beloved matri-
arch of the landmark restaurant Lucy’s El 
Adobe Café in Los Angeles, California, who 
passed away on May 2, 2017 

Lucy was born in El Paso, Texas on Janu-
ary 18, 1926. Although she originally wanted 
to pursue a career in medicine, she decided 
that cooking was a reasonable alternative. In 
1964, she and her husband, Frank, opened a 
small one-room café, Lucy’s El Adobe Café, 
as a family business, on Melrose Avenue, 
across the street from Paramount Studios in 
Los Angeles. 

The warm, cozy restaurant grew to become 
a popular destination for a variety of actors 
such as John Belushi and Jack Nicholson, and 
musicians such as Linda Ronstadt, Jackson 
Browne and Don Henley. Also a favorite spot 
for politicians, Governor Jerry Brown fre-
quented the café long before he became an 
elected official, and he became a close friend 
of the Casado family. Other elected officials 
such as Senator Bob Dole, Senator Robert 
Kennedy, and Vice-President Hubert Hum-
phrey were known to patronize the café when 
visiting from Washington, DC. Many of the ce-
lebrities that were seen walking through the 
restaurant doors developed personal and long- 
lasting relationships with Lucy, and were 
proud to watch as El Adobe Café cemented 
itself as a beloved cornerstone of the Los An-
geles community. 

Lucy and her family had a passion for polit-
ical and social activism, and in 1960, they co- 
founded the Mexican American Political Asso-
ciation (MAPA) as a way to elect Mexican- 
American candidates to public office, and to 
work on social and economic justice issues. 
Mrs. Casado also supported numerous chari-
table causes, and Lucy’s El Adobe Café 
hosted many fundraisers for worthwhile orga-
nizations, including her favorite charity, the 
Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter Los Angeles. 

Preceded in death by her husband Frank in 
1990, Lucy is survived by her three children: 
daughter Patricia and sons Darryl and Frank 
James. 

Lucy was an irreplaceable part of our com-
munity and she will be sorely missed by her 
family, friends and all those who called Lucy’s 
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El Adobe Café their home away from home. I 
ask all members to join me in remembering 
Lucy Casado. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHARLOTTE AND BOB 
BANCROFT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Charlotte 
and Bob Bancroft of Atlantic, Iowa, on the very 
special occasion of their 50th Wedding Anni-
versary. They celebrated their anniversary on 
February 4, 2017. 

Charlotte and Bob’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 50th An-
niversary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them nothing but the 
best. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, on 
May 17, 2017, I was not present for the re-
corded votes on rollcall No. 261 and 262. Had 
I been present, I would have voted NAY on 
the motion to table the appeal of the ruling of 
the chair and YEA on H.R. 1177, the Remov-
ing Outdated Restrictions to Allow for Job 
Growth Act. 

f 

INVESTING IN AMERICA’S FUTURE 
THROUGH INFRASTRUCTURE 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
urge my colleagues to act to improve the sad 
state of our nation’s infrastructure. 

This week is national infrastructure week, 
where we recognize America’s infrastructure. 
Sadly, what we have to recognize isn’t particu-
larly positive. 

This year’s infrastructure grade from the 
American Society of Civil Engineers is a ‘‘D+.’’ 
Sound infrastructure is literally and figuratively 
the foundation of our nation’s economy. We 
must do better than a D+. 

We know from our country’s history that in-
frastructure projects move forward most effec-
tively when local, state, and federal govern-
ments all do their part. 

We, in California, are no strangers to infra-
structure problems caused by a lack of invest-

ment, but we are stepping up to make crucial 
improvements. In my district, Merced, Madera, 
and Fresno counties have all increased their 
local sales taxes in order to pay for crucial 
road repairs, new roads and highways, and 
other essential transportation projects. Last 
month California enacted a bill to increase the 
state gas tax and vehicle fees to pay for road, 
bridge, and other transportation improvement 
projects. Clearly these tough decisions come 
with policy implications and political risks. This 
includes Governor Brown’s decision to pursue 
high speed rail, which the President supports. 

There is a reason we are no longer invest-
ing in our infrastructure, and it is lack of polit-
ical will. 

Now it is time for the federal government to 
face this challenge head on, and we know we 
can because we have begun the process in 
California. 

In the Valley, we have serious challenges 
with our water infrastructure. We need signifi-
cant improvements to our water storage, water 
delivery, and drinking water systems. We have 
taken some initial steps to resolve these chal-
lenges, by acting at the state and federal 
level. In 2014, California passed Proposition 1, 
which authorized $7.12 billion for state water 
infrastructure projects. Late last year, after 
years of hard work by myself and my col-
leagues in the California delegation, the Water 
Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation 
Act, or the WIIN Act, became law. This law 
authorizes vital water projects across the 
country, including projects in the Valley, such 
as additional storage at the New Exchequer 
Dam and San Luis Reservoir in Merced Coun-
ty and increased funding for water recycling 
projects, like the North Valley Regional Recy-
cled Water Program, which will provide 50,000 
acre-feet of new water for Merced and 
Stanislaus counties. 

Although more must be done to improve 
California’s infrastructure, this good first step 
demonstrates the type of success we can 
achieve when all levels of government work to 
do their part on a bipartisan basis. 

President Trump has stated that significant 
investment in infrastructure is one of his Ad-
ministration’s highest priorities. This is an op-
portunity for Congress and the Administration 
to work together on a bipartisan basis to in-
vest in the future of our nation. 

But he must be more specific about the 
breadth and width of his vision. He needs to 
answer the following questions: How much will 
it cost? Where will the money come from? 
How will he incentivize state and local govern-
ments to come up with matching funds and 
get the private sector to invest? Equally impor-
tant, what will the breakdown of investment be 
in the various types of infrastructure, such as 
transportation, port and harbor, and water in-
frastructure? 

If the President works with members of 
Congress to create a serious and smart plan 
here, there is great possibility for bipartisan 
support because no bridge, road, or dam is 
Democratic or Republican. 

RECOGNIZING AND CELEBRATING 
THE 125TH ANNIVERSARY OF LA 
PORTE, TX 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and celebrate the 125th Anniversary of 
the City of La Porte, in Harris County, Texas. 

Located just south of where the Houston 
Ship Channel meets Galveston Bay, La Porte 
is a small Texas town, rich in history, and built 
on community. French for ‘‘The Door,’’ the City 
of La Porte was incorporated on August 10, 
1892. The city founder’s vision for La Porte 
consisted of four objectives: the establishment 
of a great commercial center and leading har-
bor on the coast of Texas; the establishment 
of a natural summer and winter resort area; 
the building of a manufacturing center for the 
Southwest; and the establishment of an edu-
cation center second to none in the South-
west. 

Today, La Porte is known as a sleepy es-
cape from the big city and is home to numer-
ous, shipyards and petrochemical manufac-
turing plants which play an inviable role to our 
nation. Its community remains steeped in his-
tory, which still plays a vital role today. Two of 
Texas’ most treasured historic landmarks are 
in present-day La Porte, the Battleship Texas 
and the San Jacinto Monument. La Porte sits 
just eight miles from the San Jacinto Battle-
ground, where Texas gained its independence 
from Mexico. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor to recog-
nize and celebrate the 125th Anniversary of 
the City of La Porte. May God continue to 
bless La Porte in these next 125 years. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ANTONIO 
‘‘TONY’’ ORENDAIN 

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of civil rights leader 
Antonio ‘‘Tony’’ Orendain, who passed away 
on April 12, 2016. 

Antonio was born on May 28, 1930, in 
Etzatlán, Mexico. At the age of 20, armed with 
little more than a sixth-grade education and an 
unwavering desire to succeed and sustain 
himself, he pursued a brighter future in the 
United States. Soon after arriving, he moved 
to Los Angeles where he worked in the fields 
of California and met César Chávez. 

Inspired by the teachings of Chávez, Anto-
nio became a lifelong activist, fighting to en-
sure that farm workers would one day be al-
lowed to put a fair price on the sweat from 
their own brow. Antonio advocated for agricul-
tural workers across the country, calling for 
higher wages and better working conditions. 
He later joined the Community Service Organi-
zation, a coalition dedicated to civil rights. 

In the summer of 1969, Antonio and his 
family moved to the Rio Grande Valley. In 
1975 he established the Texas Farm Workers 
Union, an organization dedicated to shortening 
the 14-hour workday and increasing wages for 
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farmworkers in South Texas. Antonio later led 
members of the local United Farm Workers 
Organizing Committee on a march to the mid-
dle of the Roma Bridge. The group straddled 
the international boundary chanting ‘‘Nosotros 
Venceremos,’’ We Shall Overcome, in support 
of their mission to improve the lives of agricul-
tural laborers. 

In February 1977, Antonio led a group of 40 
farmworkers on a march for basic human 
rights from San Juan, Texas, to Austin, Texas, 
where they met with then-Governor Dolph 
Briscoe. The group traveled further north to 
Washington, D.C., where the march ended. By 
the time they reached the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial, the group had grown to nearly 
10,000 people. 

For decades, Antonio fought to ensure that 
farmworkers would have ‘‘at least the basic 
necessities that the rest of society is used to.’’ 
Antonio will long be remembered for his com-
mitment to safeguarding farmworkers’ rights 
and ending the exploitation of our nation’s vul-
nerability. 

Mr. Speaker, today we honor a champion of 
civil rights and a defender of the vulnerable. 
While Antonio Orendain is no longer with us, 
his contributions and revolutionary ideals will 
continue to inspire us. It is a privilege to honor 
this South Texas champion of equality. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STEPHANIE CARLSON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Stephanie 
Carlson for being named the 2017 Emerging 
Iowa Leader by the Iowa State University Col-
lege of Agriculture and Life Sciences. 

The Emerging Iowa Leader Award recog-
nizes alumni from the College who have taken 
leadership roles in advocating for and 
bettering agriculture and life sciences in Iowa. 
Stephanie is the producer outreach and fed-
eral policy director for the Iowa Pork Pro-
ducers Association, where she interacts with 
people from industry leaders to the local pro-
ducer. Wendy Wintersteen, the endowed dean 
of the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences, noted the ‘‘positive impact’’ Steph-
anie has also had on the college itself, ‘‘from 
sharing her expertise with classes and student 
organizations, to advocating and raising 
awareness for college priorities through the 
Curtiss League and the Grow Iowa Agriculture 
organization.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Stephanie Carl-
son on her recognition as the 2017 Emerging 
Iowa Leader, and I ask that my colleagues in 
the United States House of Representatives 
join me in congratulating Stephanie on her 
outstanding accomplishment. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF CHRIS PALMER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Chief Chris Palmer. 

Chief Chris Palmer was born to Carl Palmer 
and the late Classie Palmer. He is the fourth 
of six children. Chief Palmer is married to 
Kathy Robinson and they have five children 
and six grandchildren. He attended Crystal 
Springs High School and graduated from 
Jackson State University with a B,S. degree in 
Criminal Justice and Corrections. 

Chief Palmer began his career with the 
Crystal Springs Police Department as a Dis-
patcher and became a Patrolman in 1994. 
During his tenure on patrol, Chief Palmer was 
contracted to the Mississippi Bureau of Nar-
cotic as an undercover agent. 

Four years later, Chief Palmer became the 
investigator for the City of Crystal Springs. As 
investigator, Chief Palmer worked all felony 
cases in the city for the next 15 years. These 
cases included Murder, Aggravated Assault, 
and Burglary along with numerous white collar 
crimes. While investigating these crimes Chief 
Palmer worked over 175 cases per year with 
a solvability rate of 94.6 percent and a convic-
tion rate of 99.7 percent. 

In February, 2015, Chief Palmer was pro-
moted from Investigator to Captain. After a 
brief stint as Captain, Chief Palmer was pro-
moted to his current position as Chief in Octo-
ber, 2015. Chief Palmer has an excellent staff 
that includes fifteen (15) police officers, six (6) 
dispatchers, a Court Clerk and a Deputy Court 
Clerk. Chief Palmer works diligently each day 
to make sure all employees are updated with 
hourly classes to make them better Dis-
patchers, Court Clerks and Officers. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Chief Chris Palmer for his dedi-
cation to serving our great state of Mississippi. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HINKS ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL’S ‘‘COINS FOR COPS, 
CHANGE DRIVE’’ 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor 
to recognize four, extraordinary students at 
Hinks Elementary School in Alpena, Michigan, 
for organizing the school’s first ‘‘Coins for 
Cops, Change Drive.’’ The students, Lilly 
Gembel, Avery Dubey, Cecelia Magdaleno, 
and Abbey Ruby, designed the program to 
raise money for the Michigan State Fallen 
Trooper Fund, which supports the families of 
troopers who gave the ultimate sacrifice in the 
line of duty. 

After hearing stories from her grandfather, 
retired-Sheriff Deputy Ken Gembel, Lilly 
Gembel recruited Avery, Cecelia, and Abbey 
to begin collecting money for the families of 
fallen troopers. Setting an initial goal of $500, 
the students and their fellow classmates start-
ed asking friends and family for donations, 
and, after one month, the girls had doubled 
their goal by raising $1,000. The students 
scheduled their fundraising efforts to coincide 
with the Michigan State Police’s 100th Anni-
versary in April. The ‘‘Coins for Cops, Change 
Drive’’ culminated at Hinks Elementary where 
the students presented a check to Michigan 
State Police Alpena Post Commander Lt. John 
Grimshaw and Trooper Ashley Simpson. 

Our men and women in uniform work each 
and every day to provide safety and security 

in the communities where we live and work. 
Folks in the First District know how important 
it is to have a dedicated force working in some 
the most remote areas in Michigan, and for 
100 years, the Michigan State Police have 
acted as role models for young people 
throughout the state. The students at Hinks El-
ementary School have displayed tremendous 
compassion and leadership in honoring our 
law enforcement professionals, and I am con-
fident they will continue to achieve great 
things by applying this maturity. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Lilly Gembel, 
Avery Dubey, Cecelia Magdaleno, and Abbey 
Ruby for their work in gathering support 
among their classmates to raise $1,000 for the 
families of Michigan’s fallen troopers. 
Michiganders can take great pride in knowing 
that Northern Michigan and the Upper Penin-
sula have such bright students with drive and 
passion that will allow them to do great things 
in whatever path they choose to follow. On be-
half of my constituents across the First Dis-
trict, I wish to thank Lilly, Avery, Cecelia, 
Abbey, and their classmates at Hinks Elemen-
tary School for their selfless work in organizing 
the ‘‘Coins for Cops, Change Drive.’’ 

f 

NATIONAL DIPG AWARENESS DAY 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
am proud to support H. Res. 69, the National 
DIPG Awareness Resolution, in honor of Julia 
Barbara Psar—one of my constituents who 
passed away from Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine 
Glioma (DIPG) on May 17, 2016. 

DIPG is the deadliest type of pediatric brain 
tumors. According to the CDC, brain tumors 
are the leading cause of childhood cancer 
death, and DIPG is the second most common 
malignant brain tumor found in children. DIPG 
has a less than 1 percent survival rate, and 
most children die within nine months after 
being diagnosed. 

This little girl—Julia Barbara Psar—died just 
before her third birthday. I have always read 
and heard that the worst thing in the world is 
to outlive one of your own children, and I have 
no doubt this is true. I have met with my con-
stituents Mr. and Mrs. Psar, and I do not be-
lieve someone can ever have closure after a 
loss like theirs. Words cannot express how 
heartbreaking this tragedy is. 

Our children urgently need us to find a cure 
for DIPG. Today, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port H. Res. 69, establishing May 17th as Na-
tional DIPG Awareness Day in hopes of curing 
the deadliest type of pediatric brain tumors. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF PRIVATE STU-
DENT LOAN BANKRUPTCY FAIR-
NESS ACT 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the Private Student Loan Bank-
ruptcy Fairness Act, a bill I introduced earlier 
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today with my colleagues DANNY DAVIS and 
ERIC SWALWELL which would restore fairness 
in student lending by treating privately issued 
student loans in bankruptcy the same as other 
types of private debt. 

Graduation season is a time for joy, but in-
creasingly that joy is tempered with worry 
about student debt. 

It is sad enough that our children are in-
creasingly burdened by a crushing weight of 
student debt. But the fact that students under 
the weight of this debt are treated so unfairly 
in bankruptcy is unconscionable. 

Before 2005, private student loans issued 
by for-profit lenders were treated in bankruptcy 
like most other unsecured consumer debt, 
such as credit card debt. Our bill will ensure 
that privately issued student loans will once 
again be treated like other consumer debt and 
be dischargeable in bankruptcy. 

Private student loans have much in common 
with credit cards and subprime mortgages. For 
example, private student loans often have on-
erous interest rates with no caps and can in-
clude exorbitant fees and hidden charges. In 
addition, many lenders have used aggressive 
marketing and high-pressure sales tactics to 
target particularly vulnerable people, namely, 
young men and women without financial expe-
rience, and older Americans seeking to re- 
start their careers by pursuing higher edu-
cation and training. 

The harmful features of many private stu-
dent loans have resulted in a substantial rise 
in the number of delinquencies. 

To make matters worse, private student 
loans lack the critical consumer protections 
that come with federal student loans. For in-
stance, private lenders are not required to— 
and typically do not—provide any of the 
deferments, income-based repayment plans, 
cancellation rights, or loan forgiveness pro-
grams that are available to federal student 
loan borrowers. 

A hallmark of our Nation’s bankruptcy law is 
to give an honest but unfortunate debtor a 
chance to obtain meaningful relief. To that 
end, the law exempts very few types of debt 
from elimination through the bankruptcy proc-
ess, and only for principled policy reasons, 
such as debts for child support, taxes, criminal 
fines and intentional injury. 

In 2005, however, Congress changed the 
bankruptcy law without any substantive anal-
ysis so that student loans made by private, 
for-profit lenders became very difficult to dis-
charge in bankruptcy. 

Currently, the Bankruptcy Code prohibits the 
discharge of private educational debt unless 
the debtor, in addition to meeting the already 
stringent requirements for personal bank-
ruptcy, proves that repayment would impose 
an, ‘‘undue hardship,’’ on the debtor and the 
debtor’s dependents. In practice, however, it’s 
hard for a debtor to ever successfully meet 
this standard. 

The current bankruptcy law unjustly pun-
ishes hardworking Americans who are simply 
trying to improve their lives by pursuing a 
higher education and became victims of pred-
atory private student loan lenders. 

We can do better. 

I urge my colleagues to support the Private 
Student Loan Bankruptcy Fairness Act. 

TRIBUTE TO DR. ALAN ROBINSON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Dr. Alan 
Robinson of Atlantic, Iowa, for receiving the 
Hall of Fame Award sponsored by the Cass 
County Cattleman’s Association. 

Dr. Robinson graduated from Iowa State 
University in 1977 with a degree in veteri-
narian medicine. His career began with a suc-
cessful veterinarian practice, but then an op-
portunity arose to start raising cattle. He con-
tinued to assist local veterinarians, even as his 
cattle operation continued to grow, to keep his 
hands in animal medicine. 

His farm operation focuses on raising corn, 
soybeans, and feeder cattle. He said it is im-
portant to be progressive in your thinking with 
all the changes in farming over the past twen-
ty years. After receiving this award, Dr. Robin-
son said he was ‘‘humbled’’ to receive it and 
that he is honored to know people in the busi-
ness respect his contributions to the industry. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate Dr. 
Robinson for earning this outstanding award. I 
ask that my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating him for his many accomplishments in 
the agriculture industry and in wishing him 
nothing but continued success in all his en-
deavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE A.L. 
BROWN HIGH SCHOOL ROBOTICS 
TEAM 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the A.L. Brown High School Robot-
ics team for their victory in the 2017 North 
Carolina Beta Club’s Robotics competition 
state championship. This year, the team of 
Jason Chamnangam, Marco Gonzalez, Jack-
son Holsclaw, Jack Parker, Jesse Peterson, 
and Randon Philips captured the top prize 
after besting eight other high school teams in 
North Carolina. 

The North Carolina Beta Club conducts 
competitions like this every year at their state 
convention. However, this was the first year 
the Beta Club added a robotics event to its 
yearly contests. The robotics championship 
pits North Carolina high school students 
against each other to test skills in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM). 
After months of work and preparation, the A.L. 
Brown students took home the grand prize. 

This year’s event brought a host of talent 
and I am extremely proud of all of the stu-
dents who participated. I am also thankful for 
the teachers and volunteers who made the 
event possible. I look forward to many more 
years of a successful competition and wish all 
the students well as they continue their aca-
demic pursuits. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in con-
gratulating the A.L. Brown High School Robot-
ics team on their state championship. 

RECOGNIZING FIRE CHIEF DIANA 
J. MATTY 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Diana J. Matty, who 
will become the first woman Fire Chief of West 
Palm Beach when she is sworn in on Monday. 

Since joining the department in 1994 at the 
age of 18, Diana has risen through the ranks 
and held almost every position from firefighter 
to assistant fire chief. She is a decorated fire 
officer with multiple Firefighter of the Year 
awards to her name, and has traveled the na-
tion as a hazmat instructor. Her promotion to 
Fire Chief marks the achievement of a career- 
long goal, and one that is unquestionably de-
served. 

I have known Diana since my time as the 
Mayor of West Palm Beach and I am thrilled 
to see such a well-deserving firefighter serve 
in this position. 

Diana is a great role model for any aspiring 
firefighter, and I am pleased to honor her 
today and wish her the best of luck as West 
Palm Beach’s new Fire Chief. 

f 

THE SOUTH CAROLINA PEANUT 
PARITY ACT 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, in the 2002 Farm Bill, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture established the Peanut Stand-
ards Board, a board that advises the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and Department on pea-
nut quality and handling standards. By law, 
members of the Peanut Standards Board must 
be from a state in one of the three designated 
regions. South Carolina was not represented, 
leaving the state’s peanut farmers without a 
voice, despite being the nation’s fourth largest 
peanut-producing state and producing over 
eight percent of the nation’s peanuts. 

Peanuts are appreciated in South Carolina 
where every August the Pelion Peanut Party 
at Pelion in Lexington County is a highlight of 
the summer. Additionally, the General Assem-
bly has legislated the beloved boiled peanut 
as the official State snack. 

Today, I am grateful to introduce the South 
Carolina Peanut Parity Act, legislation that will 
grant peanut producers the opportunity to rep-
resent South Carolina’s agricultural community 
on the Peanut Standards Board. 

I appreciate the support of the South Caro-
lina Farm Bureau, led by President Harry Ott, 
for this legislation, and am grateful that the en-
tire South Carolina delegation joins me in in-
troducing the South Carolina Peanut Parity 
Act. 

In conclusion, God Bless Our Troops and 
we will never forget September 11th in the 
Global War on Terrorism. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF ROGELIO 

BOTELLO RIOS 

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to commemorate the life of beloved 
Rio Grande Valley radio and television host 
Rogelio Botello Rios, who passed away on 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017. 

Rogelio began his broadcasting career in 
1961 at the radio station X.E.Z.D. in Camargo, 
Tamaulipas, Mexico. Six years later he joined 
the staff at KGBT Radio in Harlingen, Texas, 
and in 1971 he was promoted to Program Di-
rector. He then served as Program Director for 
KIWW radio for eight years. South Texans re-
member him most for his local variety show 
‘‘Aqui Rogelio,’’ which he hosted from 1968 to 
2005. 

Over the course of his career, Rogelio re-
ceived numerous awards and accolades for 
his prolific work and efforts to promote the 
genre. Radio and Music Magazine named him 
Program Director of the Year and Billboard 
Magazine nominated him for the same honor. 
Rogelio was also inducted into the Tejano Hall 
of Fame and the Conjunto Hall of Fame in 
1999 and 2011 respectively. 

Rogelio will always be remembered for his 
loyalty to his family, work, and to the Rio 
Grande Valley. As a broadcaster, he dedi-
cated much of his time promoting smaller, 
independent artists and helping them to gain 
more widespread recognition. Rogelio’s col-
leagues held him in high regard as a consum-
mate professional who valued high standards 
and punctuality. 

Mr. Speaker, South Texas lost a broad-
casting pioneer and legend in Rogelio Botello 
Rios this month. He will be sincerely missed 
by his family, friends, and his many fans in 
South Texas and Northern Mexico. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HERNANDO COUNTY 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I am 
honored to recognize Hernando County Sheriff 
Al Nienhuis, City of Brooksville Police Chief 
George Turner, and the law enforcement offi-
cers who keep Hernando County safe every 
single day. 

This week marks the annual observance of 
Police Week. Though we set aside one week 
a year to honor law enforcement, I encourage 
all Americans to join me not only this week, 
but every day, in recognizing the honor, cour-
age, and commitment of America’s law en-
forcement. 

Our law enforcement officers are heroes in 
the community. They keep us safe, and are 
willing to put their lives on the line every day 
in the course of their duties. It is impossible to 
fully express our gratitude or adequately rec-
ognize the professionalism of the men and 
women who voluntarily put their lives on the 
line for our safety and security. It is with deep 
respect that we pause today to honor the 

memory of the heroes who gave the last full 
measure of devotion and made the ultimate 
sacrifice. 

I want to extend my sincere appreciation to 
Hernando County Sheriff Al Nienhuis, City of 
Brooksville Police Chief George Turner, and 
the law enforcement officers who bravely and 
selflessly serve Hernando County. It is an 
honor to recognize them and all men and 
women in law enforcement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE EMMETT TILL 
MEMORIAL COMMISSION 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to recognize the Emmett Till Memo-
rial Commission based in Tallahatchie County 
of the Second Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi. 

In 2006, the Tallahatchie County Board of 
Supervisors formed the Emmett Till Memorial 
Commission and charged them with the devel-
opment and oversight of the Emmett Till Me-
morial Site. The site is a memorial to the 
memory of Mr. Emmett Louis Till, a 14-year 
old African American teenager who was bru-
tally murdered in Mississippi and whose mur-
derers were never brought to justice. The site 
also fosters racial reconciliation efforts and re-
storative justice programs. The Commission’s 
mission statement is to remember, preserve, 
and educate the public about the history, sto-
ries and cultural legacy of the Civil Rights 
Movement of Tallahatchie County and other 
vital sites along the Emmett Till trail and their 
lasting effects on the County, State and the 
Nation. The Emmett Till Memorial Commission 
is comprised of 18 members and is multiracial 
in makeup. 

In 2007 they began efforts to restore the 
Tallahatchie County Second District Court-
house to its 1955 character, where the trial of 
Mr. J.W. Milam and Mr. Roy Bryant, the two 
murderers of Emmett Till, took place despite a 
not-guilty verdict. On October 2, 2007, the 
project was officially launched with a racial 
healing ceremony organized by the William 
Winter institute for Racial Reconciliation at the 
University of Mississippi. 

Over 400 people attended including mem-
bers of the Till family. Following the ceremony, 
a bus tour was conducted of the sites signifi-
cant to the Emmett Till story. In 2012 funding 
was secured and the work began to establish 
the Emmett Till Interpretive Center on the 
square directly across from the entrance to the 
Tallahatchie Courthouse. 

On March 21st, 2015 the courthouse re-
opened after an extensive restoration process. 
The restoration of the courthouse helped solid-
ify the apology that the community wrote in 
2007 that began by saying ‘‘We the citizens of 
Tallahatchie County believe that Racial Rec-
onciliation begins by telling the truth.’’ The 
courthouse and the Emmett Till Interpretive 
Center memorialize not only the murder and 
injustice, but of the brave actions of Mrs. 
Mamie Till, Mr. Mose Wright and others who 
forced the nation to acknowledge the racial in-
justices of the era. The restoration of the 
courthouse and the opening of the Emmett Till 
Interpretive Center could not have happened 

without the local leadership of the Emmett Till 
Memorial Commission of Tallahatchie County. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the Emmett Till Memorial Com-
mission located in Tallahatchie County, MS in-
side of the Second Congressional District of 
Mississippi. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EAGLE SCOUT NICK 
PHILLIPS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Nick Phil-
lips of Riverton, Iowa, for achieving the rank of 
Eagle Scout. Nick is a member of Boy Scout 
Troop 218 in Shenandoah. 

The Eagle Scout designation is the highest 
advancement rank in scouting. Approximately 
five percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle 
Scout Award. The award is a performance- 
based achievement with high standards that 
have been well-maintained over the past cen-
tury. 

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout 
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges, as 
well as completing an Eagle Project to benefit 
the community. Nick’s Eagle Project revolved 
around restoring portions of the Riverton City 
Park. He installed various landscape blocks 
around three separate sides of the recently- 
constructed restrooms with the purpose of re-
ducing the erosion from rain water running off 
the roof and to put the finishing touches on 
the new facilities. The work ethic Nick has dis-
played in his Eagle Project, and every other 
project leading to his Eagle Scout rank, 
speaks volumes of his commitment to serving 
a cause greater than himself and assisting his 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young 
man and his supportive family demonstrates 
the rewards of hard work, dedication, and per-
severance. I am honored to represent Nick 
and his family in the United States Congress. 
I know that all of my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating him on obtaining the Eagle 
Scout ranking and in wishing him nothing but 
continued success in his future education and 
career. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
SALLY BLAUVELT 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor an outstanding public servant, federal 
employee, and advocate in Maine’s 1st District 
upon her retirement. After many years of serv-
ice in the Washington headquarters of U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, Sally 
Blauvelt came to Maine six years ago to be-
come the Field Office Director for USCIS. 

Sally has been instrumental in creating rela-
tionships with stakeholders serving the immi-
grant community in Maine. She has embodied 
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the principles of common good, service to oth-
ers, and social equity, engendering a respect-
ful and customer-service focused environment 
in the local field office. And she has mentored 
a committed team of individuals who under-
stand the challenges and hopes of those 
needing help and information, seeking to be of 
service whenever possible. Without fail, visi-
tors to the USCIS office in my district are 
treated with dignity and respect. 

Sally Blauvelt understands that the arrival of 
new Mainers from across the globe adds di-
versity, vitality, and energy to communities 
across my state. I am sincerely grateful for her 
many contributions to my constituents, to 
Maine, and to our nation. 

My state has been all the better for Sally 
Blauvelt’s decision to make Maine her home, 
and it is my honor to represent her in the U.S. 
Congress. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM COLE 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, circumstances 
have arisen which have caused me to return 
home to my district early this week. However, 
had I been present, I would have voted: yea 
on Roll Call No. 258; yea on Roll Call No. 
259; yea on Roll Call No. 260; yea on Roll 
Call No. 261; and yea on Roll Call No. 262. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. FRANK 
GORNICK 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
thank Mr. Frank Gornick for twenty three years 
of dedicated service as Chancellor of the West 
Hills Community College District. 

A Chicago native, Mr. Gornick moved to 
Coalinga, California to play football for West 
Hills Community College. He earned an Asso-
ciates Degree at West Hills College, Coalinga 
in 1966 and went on to study at California 
State University, Sacramento, where he met 
his wife, Gloria and the couple married on 
June I, 1968. Shortly after, he received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1971 and later pur-
sued higher education at SI. Louis University, 
graduating with a Doctorate of Philosophy in 
1979. 

In 1971, Frank began his career in edu-
cation at Howard County Community College 
in Columbia, Maryland, where he taught Psy-
chology and Human Development courses. 
From 1972 to 1975, Frank held the position of 
Director of Financial Aid and Placement at 
Richland College in Dallas, Texas. In 1975, he 
began his nine year career at Belleville Area 
College in Illinois, where he served as Provost 
of the Granite City Center. Frank left his posi-
tion as Provost in 1984 and returned to Cali-
fornia, where he dedicated nine years to Ba-
kersfield College as Dean of Student Services. 

Mr. Frank Gornick was welcomed back to 
West Hills Community College District in 1994 
as Superintendent and President. During this 

time, Mr. Gornick provided oversight to the 
process for West Hills College Lemoore, which 
at the time was one of California’s newest 
community colleges. Frank is responsible for a 
successful federal bond which generated $38 
million in local property taxes and state dollars 
for the renovation and construction of the 
Coalinga and Lemoore campuses. In 2001, he 
was promoted to Chancellor and has held the 
position for the past sixteen years. 

During his tenure at West Hills College Dis-
trict, Mr. Gornick led many efforts resulting in 
renovation and construction of the campus. In 
2004, Frank was recognized for his out-
standing efforts and awarded the California 
Community Colleges Chancellor’s Diversity 
Award for Education. 

As Chancellor, Mr. Gornick has developed a 
transition for multi-college system, centralizing 
services to the colleges and eliminating dupli-
cation, and has made a significant investment 
in developing a philanthropic vision for the 
West Hills Community College Foundation. 

Outside of work, Frank enjoys spending 
time with his wife, Gloria, his three children, 
Frank, Victoria, and Christina, and his grand-
daughter, Isabella. In his retirement, Frank is 
looking forward to many road trips with his 
family. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join us in commending Mr. Frank Gornick on 
the eve of his retirement for his service to the 
people of the Central Valley and wishing him 
well as he embarks on the next chapter of his 
life. 

f 

HONORING PASTOR CASEY D. 
FISHER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a God-fearing and im-
pressionistic man, Pastor Casey D. Fisher. 
Pastor Fisher has shown what can be done 
through tenacity, dedication and a desire to 
serve God. 

A Spirit-fed and Spirit-led minister of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, Pastor Casey D. Fish-
er was born in Utica, Mississippi, on July 8, 
1966. He is the son of Sharkey and Katie 
Fisher. He received his formal education from 
the Hinds County School system and grad-
uated from Utica High School in 1984. He at-
tended the University of Southern Mississippi, 
where he majored in Business Administration. 
He later received a Bachelor in Religious Edu-
cation, a Masters of Divinity and a Doctorate 
of Ministry from Living Word Bible Institution in 
Tyler, Texas. 

Pastor Fisher is married to the former 
Michele Chambers. They were married on 
September 17, 1988. He is the father of three 
lovely children: twin sons, Bryan and Ryan 
and a daughter, Casey Michele. Pastor Fisher 
finds time to love and care for his family as 
Christ does the church. He is devoted to 
strengthening them and helping them to grow 
in their everyday walk with the Lord, just as he 
does with the church. 

Pastor Fisher has served his country as a 
soldier in the United States Army. During this 
time, he truly accepted Jesus Christ as his 

personal savior on October 23, 1993 in 
Livorno, Italy. He served eight years in the 
U.S. Army, where he was part of two tours in 
Southwest Asia. He departed military service 
in July 1997. Afterwards, he was employed 
with the U.S. Postal service in Vicksburg, Mis-
sissippi, where he recently retired in Decem-
ber, 2010. 

He is currently a Life Member of the Vicks-
burg Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fra-
ternity, Inc. and serves as the Guide Right 
Chairman. His purpose is Achievement, in 
which he mentors young men, twelve through 
eighteen years of age, providing them with tu-
toring, community involvement and religious 
principles. He is also a member of Masonic 
Order of Prince Hall Free and Accepted 
Mason. 

In 1984, Pastor Fisher became the first 
known athlete in Mississippi to be selected All- 
State in four sports. While attending University 
of Southern Mississippi, he was member of 
the basketball team, in which he led the Gold-
en Eagles to the NIT championship in 1987 
and later was inducted into the USM hall of 
fame. Although he loves basketball, he also 
has a passion for golfing! Dr. Fisher is a die- 
hard fan of the Los Angeles Lakers and the 
Dallas Cowboys. 

Pastor Fisher’s motto is ‘‘If you don’t take it 
personal, it will make you a better person’’. He 
is inspired by one of the Greatest Ministers, 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., because of his will-
ingness to serve and his willingness to give up 
his life for humanity. Greater Grove Street M. 
B. Church has stood the test of time through 
dedication, faith, stewardship, and commit-
ment from this soldier on the battlefield for the 
Lord. He is a man of integrity, loyalty, dignity, 
and honesty leading his people to do the will 
of God. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Pastor Casey D. Fisher for his 
dedication to God, family, community and 
country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DON SANDOR 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Don Sandor ahead of his 
retirement as City Administrator of Pleasant 
Hill, Iowa, on June 30th, 2017. 

Don has spent 35 years in city administra-
tion. After administration jobs in Oskaloosa 
and other cities in Pennsylvania, Illinois, and 
Iowa, Don came to Pleasant Hill in 2007. Even 
though he arrived at the start of a recession 
and in the midst of some controversy with pre-
vious projects, Don’s stability and guidance 
helped him to eventually bring in more devel-
opment and projects to grow the community. 
During his time as city administrator, the popu-
lation of Pleasant Hill has grown by 20 per-
cent, and the taxable valuation of properties 
has increased by 93 percent. Throughout the 
almost 10 years he has dedicated to his job, 
Don helped to ensure that Pleasant Hill is one 
of the places people look to for doing busi-
ness, living, and raising their families. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Don on his re-
tirement and his exemplary work as City Ad-
ministrator. I ask that my colleagues in the 
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United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating him on a successful ca-
reer and in wishing him nothing but the best 
in his retirement. 

f 

COMMEMORATING PHYLLIS 
SCHLAFLY AND HER WORK ON 
BEHALF OF INVENTORS AND 
THE U.S. PATENT SYSTEM 

HON. DAVE BRAT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. BRAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to commemo-
rate an outstanding conservative leader with 
whom I had the privilege of working with and 
learning from over my political career: Phyllis 
Schlafly. Her efforts advocating for America’s 
inventors and the patent system that protects 
their inventions will be highlighted at an up-
coming event of the Eagle Forum Education & 
Legal Defense Fund entitled ‘‘Phyllis Schlafly: 
Celebrating an Untiring Advocate of Inventors 
and the Economic Freedom to Invent.’’ There-
fore, I wish to add a word commemorating the 
contribution of this bold patriot who was an in-
dispensable force to our great nation’s suc-
cess. 

America has long been a haven for innova-
tions in the marketplace. Through the years, 
American inventors have looked to Article I, 
Section 8 of our U.S. Constitution and its 
power vested in Congress to protect creators’ 
‘‘exclusive Right to their respective Writings 
and Discoveries.’’ As a result, America has 
held the distinction of being a global leader in 
cutting-edge innovations and novel inventions. 

Phyllis Schlafly recognized this vital part of 
our free enterprise system and was a strong 
voice on behalf of American inventors. She 
was quick to praise the American patent sys-
tem, which was unique when the Founding 
Fathers put it into the U.S. Constitution and is 
still unique today. She decried other nations 
that advance themselves by stealing American 
designs while clutching to inferior patent sys-
tems that punish inventors and stymie 
progress. 

Phyllis Schlafly understood that the superi-
ority of American ingenuity is not a matter of 
happenstance, but the product of a bold and 
inspired precedent set by our Founding Fa-
thers and enshrined in our Constitution. Only 
through patent protection, the right to private 
property, and the free market can America 
motivate inventors to stretch the boundaries of 
what is possible and create the products that 
increase productivity, save time, and save 
lives every day. From the traffic light and GPS 
navigation, to the microwave oven and the 
Internet, every American has benefitted from 
our unique patent system. 

For more than seventy years, Phyllis 
Schlafly was a tireless advocate for our patent 
system. I am proud to honor her and the many 
inventors she fought to protect. 

IN RECOGNITION OF SARA 
ABLARD 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to use this time to recognize an out-
standing constituent in Virginia’s 10th District, 
Sara Ablard, who has had an incredible im-
pact on increasing awareness for children with 
cleft palates and cleft lips. Working closely 
with the Smile Train, an organization that 
helps cover the $250 surgery for infants with 
the birth defect known as cleft lip or cleft pal-
ate, Ms. Ablard founded the Sadie’s Smile 
Foundation in honor of her daughter Sadie 
who passed away six years ago during a roller 
skating accident. 

Ms. Ablard always remembers Sadie’s 
beautiful smile and her compassion for other 
children. One day while walking through Dul-
les Town Center, Sadie saw a poster of a boy 
with a cleft palate and was intrigued and curi-
ous as to how she might be able to help him 
and others. That Christmas, Sadie and Ms. 
Ablard asked for donations instead of pre-
sents, and they were able to raise $500, which 
fully funded two surgeries for infants with cleft 
palates and lips. 

Sadie truly wanted to give others the 
chance to smile, as she once did so brightly 
and proudly, and when she passed away, Ms. 
Ablard made it her life goal to preserve 
Sadie’s legacy through helping others. She 
started the Sadie’s Smile Foundation, which, 
this year, is hosting its 6th Annual 5K & Kids 
Fun Run for Smile Train, with the goal of rais-
ing $478,250, signifying $250 for each day her 
daughter was alive and smiling. The 5K and 
Fun Run not only increase awareness and 
raise money for the Smile Train organization, 
but the event also helps us all remember 
Sadie and bring the community together. 

Mr. Speaker, I now ask that my colleagues 
join me in recognizing Sara Ablard’s heroic ac-
tions and the memory of her beloved daugh-
ter, Sadie. Individuals, like Sara, who over-
come terrible tragedies in their own lives and 
go on to help others, truly make me proud to 
serve Virginia’s 10th District, and today, we 
honor and celebrate her contributions to our 
community and to those less fortunate. I wish 
Sara all the best in her future endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SPECIALIST JAMES 
STEVENS’ SERVICE 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, I would 
like to honor Specialist James Stevens as he 
selflessly defended our nation. 

A native of Knoxville, Iowa, Specialist Ste-
vens grew up playing with ‘‘GI Joe’’ action fig-
ures and watching war movies, dreaming that 
one day he too would become a soldier. In 
2010, James enlisted in the U.S. Army and 
then graduated from Infantry School at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, achieving his childhood 
dream. During his time at Infantry School, 
James learned how to defend this nation and 

the importance of brotherhood. Two years 
later, Specialist Stevens deployed to Afghani-
stan where he was stationed at Combat Out-
post Zerok. In support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom, Specialist Stevens and his infantry 
unit were responsible for guard duty and com-
bat patrols. Stevens’ valor and leadership led 
him to serve as a decorated hero receiving the 
Afghanistan Campaign medal with Campaign 
Star, Army Commendation Medal, NATO 
Medal, and the Combat Infantryman’ s badge. 

Currently a veteran, Stevens continues to 
serve members of his community in East Peo-
ria, Illinois. As a proud father, he raises his 
two girls, Kirstin and Madison, and teaches his 
daughters the same lessons learned while 
serving aside his Army brothers at Fort Riley: 
loyalty, duty, respect, and honor. In addition, 
Stevens volunteers with the Habitat for Hu-
manity Greater Peoria Area where commu-
nities come together to build homes for vet-
erans and military families. 

Specialist James Stevens is an American 
hero, who has dutifully served his nation and 
continues to proudly serve his family and com-
munity. Thanks to Specialist Stevens for his 
service and sacrifice. This country is blessed 
to have servicemen, like James Stevens, who 
selflessly devoted their careers to protecting 
this country. We owe him a debt that can 
never be repaid. 

f 

HONORING THE TOUGALOO COL-
LEGE/DELTA HEALTHPARTNERS 
HEALTHY START INITIATIVE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
health program designed to reduce infant mor-
tality in the Mississippi Delta, the Tougaloo 
College/Delta HealthPartners Healthy Start Ini-
tiative. 

This initiative is one of the 100 Healthy Start 
Initiatives throughout the nation working end-
lessly to give every child a healthy start in life. 
The Delta HealthPartners’ Healthy Start pro-
gram is housed under the auspices of 
Tougaloo College within the George A. and 
Ruth B. Owens Health and Wellness Center, 
under the direction of Dr. Sandra Carr Hayes, 
the executive director. The program serves a 
rural population in a seven county area in the 
Mississippi Delta (Tunica, Coahoma, Quitman, 
Tallahatchie, Sunflower, Bolivar, and Wash-
ington counties). These counties are among 
the poorest and most medically underserved 
in Mississippi and the nation. 

The Healthy Start Initiative was imple-
mented in 1999 with funding from the Health 
Resources and Services Administration under 
the leadership of Dr. Beverly W. Hogan, who 
now serves as President of Tougaloo College. 
Today, Ms. Arletha Howard serves as the 
project director. Ms. Howard is a registered 
nurse with over 28 years of experience in on-
cology, burn trauma, intensive care unit, pedi-
atrics, home health, maternal and child health. 
She has worked with the Healthy Start Initia-
tive for 16 years. In 2014, under Mrs. How-
ard’s leadership, the Healthy Start Initiative 
was upgraded from a Level I individual based 
program to a Level II community based pro-
gram. 
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Since its inception, the Healthy Start Initia-

tive has provided case management services 
through a home visiting model to: (1) high-risk 
pregnant women of childbearing age 10–44 
years, (2) their infants; and (3) fathers/co-par-
ents. 

Over the past 16 years, the program has 
achieved several major accomplishments: The 
Healthy Start Initiative has case managed over 
900 mothers and infants just this past cal-
endar year (January 1, 2015 to December 31, 
2015). 

The Healthy Start Initiative has created the 
Coahoma County Community Action Network 
is responsible for opening the first Diaper 
Bank in the state of Mississippi funded by 
charitable donations and Northwest Mississippi 
Foundation. 

The Healthy Start Initiative serves as the 
lead agency in partnership with the Mississippi 
State Department of Health in the Mississippi 
Delta Regional Fetal Infant Mortality Review 
program. 

The Healthy Start Initiative has created 
Memorandums of Understandings (MOU) with 
22 partnering schools in the Mississippi Delta 
to provide peer support groups to pregnant/ 
parenting teens and co parents. 

The Healthy Start Initiative has been fea-
tured in numerous publications and articles 
(USA Today, Hechinger Report, Huffington 
Post, Clarksdale Press Register, Tunica 
Times, and WABG TV Interview) highlighting 
the comprehensive services of the project. 

The Healthy Start Initiative has partnered 
with Parents for Public Schools to provide 
trainings for project parents on advocacy skills 
and educating and mobilizing parents to 
strengthen public schools. 

The Healthy Start Initiative promotes 
breastfeeding in two (2) clinic sites by pro-
viding health education by project’s Certified 
Lactation Counselors (Women’s Clinic— 
Clarksdale, MS and Gamble Clinic—Green-
ville, MS). 

The Healthy Start Initiative hosts a Commu-
nity Baby Shower in partnership with local 
hospitals, Federally Qualified Community 
Health Centers (FQHC), other health care pro-
viders and key stakeholders each year in Sep-
tember to promote awareness of infant mor-
tality during National Infant Mortality Aware-
ness Month. 

The Healthy Start Initiative has implemented 
a male outreach initiative to address parenting 
issues among male co-parents and hosts an 
Annual 5k Walk in June to promote Men’s 
Health Awareness. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing The Tougaloo College Delta 
HealthPartners Healthy Start Initiative for its 
continued efforts to reduce infant mortality in 
the Mississippi Delta. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LYNN UBBEN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Perry Community Schools 
Superintendent Lynn Ubben upon her retire-
ment at the end of the 2016–2017 school 
year. 

Lynn has been in education for 41 years, 
starting as a Special Education Teacher at 

Fredericksburg Community School in 1976. 
Lynn taught as she continued her own edu-
cation, She completed her Masters of Arts in 
Elementary Special Education at Northwest 
Missouri State University in 1998 and later her 
Certificate of Advanced Studies in Education 
Administration and her Principal Endorsement 
at Iowa State University. After serving as a 
principal and a superintendent at other Iowa 
schools, Lynn came to Perry to serve as Su-
perintendent in 2009 when she saw just how 
much the school board cared about the kids. 
And to Lynn, that is what it is about—the kids. 
She strives to build those close-knit relation-
ships with her students, whether it’s in the 
hallways of the school, or cheering from the 
stands at a sporting event or other extra-
curricular activity. While she may be retiring 
and spending more time with her family, there 
is no doubt that Lynn will still be there cheer-
ing on ‘‘her kids.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Lynn for her 41 
years as an educator, and I ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating her on a 
successful career and in wishing her nothing 
but the best in her retirement. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH (CENTRALIA) 

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, historic First 
Baptist Church (Centralia)—originally known 
as Salem African Baptist—was established in 
1867, in Centralia, Virginia by freedmen from 
Salem Baptist Church. The mother Church is 
located two miles west of this site—on a hill 
by the railroad near the intersection of 
Centralia and Chester Roads. 

Members of the first Board of Trustees— 
Daniel Wilkerson, Wilson Lewis, Lemuel 
Dodson, James White, and Emanuel John-
son—received the deed of trust for this plot of 
land from Mr. & Mrs. P. A. Chalkley of Salem 
Baptist. Mr. Ben Duval, also from Salem Bap-
tist, donated lumber for the Church. Prior to 
the erection of the first modest sanctuary in 
1867, the first worship services were held in a 
brush arbor at this sacred site. 

Between 1867 and 1949, the Church pros-
pered under the leadership of eleven pastors 
including Reverend Lewis Branch who was the 
first, Reverends Ned Bland; Eli Saunders; J. 
E. Brown; T. H. Johnson (1897 to 1906); Wil-
liam Thomas (1906 to 1915); H. M. Chapman 
(1915 to 1919); J. H. Binford (1919 to 1929); 
C. A. Cobbs (1929 to 1931); C. J. Washington 
(1932 to 1934); and W. B. Ball (1934 to 1949). 

In the early 1900’s during the pastorates of 
Reverend T.H. Johnson and J.H. Binford, the 
second edifice was erected and renovated into 
the edifice of historic and architectural signifi-
cance for which it is renowned: Historic First 
Baptist (Centralia). 

Per O’Dell (1983; pp. 346 and 356), ‘‘An-
other church departing somewhat from the 
standard plan is . . . First Baptist Church of 
Centralia, erected by a black congregation in 
the 1910s.’’ Known for its twin towers, and ar-
chitectural elements that included Gothic Re-
vival, Colonial Revival, and Shingle styles, the 
edifice was according to O’Dell, ‘‘larger than 

any in the county at the time . . .’’ Also, the 
exterior decoration was reported to be ‘‘more 
elaborate than that on most rural churches of 
the period.’’ 

Needing more space for a growing disciple-
ship, in 1963 under the leadership of Dr. Sam-
uel Moss Carter, the twelfth pastor who served 
for forty years (1950 to 1990), First Baptist 
(Centralia) moved to its current edifice at 2920 
Kingsdale Road—two miles northeast of the 
historic site at 4412 Centralia Road, Chester, 
VA. 

On April 16, 1996, Historic First Baptist 
Church (Centralia) was razed by arson. Led 
by Divine intervention and forgiveness of the 
arsonists, the current and thirteenth pastor— 
Dr. Wilson E.B. Shannon (who was installed in 
1991) and the congregation that included pro-
fessionals with architectural drafting, brick ma-
sonry, plastering, and contracting—recon-
structed Historic First Baptist (Centralia) to au-
thentic specifications within one year (1997) of 
her being destroyed. 

In July 2012, following an historic exposé 
designed for the Chesterfield Historical Society 
of Virginia (CHSVA), First Baptist Church 
(Centralia): Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow 
(at which time, CHSVA recognized her historic 
and architectural significance), the Church was 
invited to apply for Chesterfield Historic Land-
mark status. 

Designated as a Chesterfield County (VA) 
Historic Landmark in June 2014, the Church 
was also granted one of the highly coveted 
Virginia Historical Highway Markers by the Vir-
ginia Department of Historic Resources in De-
cember 2014. The marker was installed in No-
vember 2015 at a grand ceremony marking 
this epic achievement. While First Baptist 
(Centralia) is the third church in Chesterfield to 
earn distinction as an historic landmark, First 
Baptist (Centralia) is the first African American 
Church in Chesterfield to earn this distinction. 

To further address family-life ministry and 
community needs, the shared vision of disci-
ples and Dr. Shannon and First Lady Cynthia 
Smith Shannon—who just celebrated their 
26th anniversary at First Baptist—includes ex-
pansion of the Samuel Moss Carter Family 
Life Center to a 45,000 square ft. edifice en-
compassing banquet facilities for 750 occu-
pants, an indoor Olympic sized swimming 
pool, and other amenities supportive of family 
life ministry. 

First Baptist Church (Centralia) has been 
blessed over the last 150 years to have been 
a spiritual beacon for her members, the 
Church community and beyond—supporting 
them through the challenges of independence, 
the Great Depression, societal changes, phys-
ical growth, world wars, arson, and familial 
joys and sorrows. She welcomes the next 150 
years—Magnifying God’s Word, Blessing His 
Name, and Aspiring to Exalt His Kingdom on 
Earth. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
JOSEPH RAY PERRY 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the extraordinary life and memory of 
Joseph Ray Perry, a beloved Texan, World 
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War II veteran, and father of Secretary of En-
ergy Rick Perry. Ray passed away on April 
27, 2017, at the age of 92. 

Ray was a man of faith and country. In 
1943, he enlisted in the U.S. Army, and over 
the next two years flew 35 combat missions 
as a tail gunner for the B17 bomber, Heavy 
Date. He was the last surviving member of the 
plane’s crew. By the time he left the service in 
1945, Ray had earned numerous awards, in-
cluding the Air Medal, World War II Victory 
badge, Sharpshooters badge, and the Aerial 
Gunnery badge. Mr. Perry was part of the 
greatest generation who answered the call of 
duty and defended our flag during a time of 
considerable need. The legacy of the greatest 
generation will stand the test of time as it 
helped shape the freedoms we enjoy today. 
He was a west Texas farmer at heart and the 
Lone Star State was lucky to have him. 

After the war, Ray moved back to Texas 
and operated a farm near rural Paint Creek, a 
small town just north of Abilene. He was an 
active member of his community, a loving hus-
band, a dedicated father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather. Ray was a quiet but influen-
tial man and a strong moral compass for all 
that knew him. He was elected Haskell County 
Precinct 3 commissioner in 1968, a position 
he held for nearly three decades. Mr. Perry 
also served on the Paint Creek school board 
for 10 years and on the West Texas Council 
of Governments for 6 years, during which time 
he helped organize the Paint Creek Water 
Supply Corp. 

While we mourn the loss of Ray, we are 
grateful for his example of a life well lived, 
guided by the values of family and service. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Mr. 
Joseph Ray Perry. I ask all my distinguished 
colleagues to join me in celebrating the life of 
Ray and in sending their thoughts and prayers 
to the Perry family. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO C.L. TRAMMELL 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
Mr. C.L. Trammell was a high school teacher 
and coach in my hometown of Knoxville, Ten-
nessee for over 30 years. 

When he was a boy, he always wanted to 
make it big as a baseball player, but had a dif-
ferent destiny instead. 

He became the father of Bubba Trammell, a 
star Major League Baseball player for several 
major league teams. 

Mr. C.L. Trammell is retired from teaching 
now, but is still very active. 

Among his hobbies is the writing of poetry. 
One day he shared with me a poem he wrote 
about America’s Pastime that I thoroughly en-
joyed. 

I include in the RECORD this poem Mr. 
Trammell wrote that is his personal favorite 
among his collection. 

FORGOTTEN DREAMS: BY C.L. TRAMMELL 

The wooden stands beside the fence 
Are deathly quiet today 
There’s no one out there on the field 
Where team mates used to play 
The barren spot in the center field 
Has all grown up in grass 

And no one’s down the third base line 
Where players used to pass 

The neighborhood where we were young 
So sacred to us then 
Forgotten now and growing old 
Deserted by her friends 
And flashing thoughts upon my mind 
Of happenings long gone 
Of growing up and learning there 
Beliefs of right and wrong 

The things we did within our youth 
Important yesterday 
Have somehow died or disappeared 
Somewhere along the way 
And funny how the time does fly 
To me at least it seems 
Buy years somehow just pass on by 
When you forget your dreams 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRAD BAKER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Brad 
Baker of Creston, Iowa, for being inducted into 
the Iowa High School Athletic Association Offi-
cials Hall of Fame. 

This award was presented to Brad by the 
Iowa High School Athletic Association on 
March 10th, during the Boy’s State Basketball 
Tournament. Brad started officiating in the late 
1980s after taking a class at Southwestern 
Community College. Since then, he has been 
active as a basketball and football official. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by Brad em-
bodies the Iowa spirit and I am honored to 
represent him, and Iowans like him, in the 
United States Congress. I ask that all of my 
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Brad for 
his achievement and in wishing him nothing 
but continued success. 

f 

HONORING YALE CANTOR’S 
LIFETIME OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor Mr. Yale Cantor from Ellington, Con-
necticut for his lifetime of public service, and 
I enthusiastically endorse his enshrinement on 
the Ellington Wall of Honor. 

Yale has been on Ellington’s Democratic 
Town Committee for over 60 years, and has 
served as a mentor to generations of residents 
who have sought to become involved in local 
government. His decorated career includes 
more than a decade as Democratic Town 
Chairman, being named a Justice of the 
Peace, a year on the Board of Selectmen, 
membership and chairmanship of the Human 
Service Commission, and more than 20 years 
on the Hockanum Valley Community Council, 
where he also served as president. In the 
town of Ellington, Yale is always ready to get 
involved in improving the community, and he 
created a large local footprint and legacy due 
to his efforts. Yale also had a long record of 
service as a teacher, and improving quality 
and access of education at all levels is one of 
his abiding passions. 

During his years of service, Yale had a 
major personal hand in launching the cam-
paigns of many distinguished public officials 
from the state of Connecticut, including my 
predecessor Sam Gejdenson, who served 20 
years in the U.S. House of Representatives. I 
too can attest to Yale’s political legacy. When 
I began my political career as a candidate for 
state representative in the town of Vernon in 
1986, Yale was right there to give me wise 
counsel and support. In every campaign since 
for the General Assembly, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor and U.S. Congress, Yale has always 
been there, loyally supporting my efforts. He is 
a true blue friend and a passionate advocate 
for democracy, fairness and civility. Those 
qualities are exactly what our nation needs 
today. 

I would ask the chamber to please join me 
in congratulating Yale and his family for all 
they have done in Ellington, Connecticut and 
the nation over the years. 

f 

RECOGNIZING COMMUNITY ACTION 
MONTH AND THE SARATOGA 
COUNTY ECONOMIC OPPOR-
TUNITY COUNCIL 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Saratoga County Economic Oppor-
tunity Council as they participate in Commu-
nity Action Month. 

With the passage of the Economic Oppor-
tunity Act in 1964, Congress made way for the 
establishment of Community Action Agencies. 
These groups are typically comprised of local 
business and community leaders, who work as 
part of a statewide network to provide essen-
tial services for the impoverished in their com-
munities. 

For over 40 years, the Saratoga Economic 
Opportunity Council has been working as the 
designated Community Action Agency for their 
region. This organization works to help their 
neighbors by supporting a variety of initiatives, 
including Head Start and the Community 
Lunch Program. Through these efforts, the 
Saratoga EOC has helped to improve thou-
sands of lives, making their community a bet-
ter place for everyone in the process. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I 
would like to recognize the Saratoga Eco-
nomic Opportunity Council for their legacy of 
public service. We are proud of their dedica-
tion to helping the Saratoga community, and 
thank them for their tireless efforts. 

f 

HONORING THE GOOD NEIGHBOR 
HEALTH CLINIC 

HON. PETER WELCH 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I wish to honor 
the good work of over twenty-five years of the 
Good Neighbor Health Clinic in White River 
Junction. Our community faces the challenge 
of providing healthcare to folks who don’t have 
it. The Good Neighbor Health Clinic was 
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founded in 1992. It was the inspiration of two 
dedicated doctors, Paul Manganiello and Peter 
Mason, who asked in 1991, ‘‘What kind of 
healthcare do the homeless have?’’ The an-
swer was: ‘‘None.’’ Those doctors set out to 
work with other physicians and healthcare pro-
fessionals to change that by creating a clinic 
with volunteer staff to deliver services to peo-
ple without any ability to pay for care. Later, 
they were joined by dentist Robert Keene, and 
the Red Logan Dental Clinic was added. 

For over twenty five years, the Good Neigh-
bor Health Clinics have managed to provide 
fine, professional primary care to people in our 
community who can’t afford it—free of charge. 
Just last year, 175 volunteer physicians, 
nurses, dentists, physician assistants, adminis-
trators, and about 50 medical students from 
the nearby Geisel School of Medicine served 
1,253 low income residents, with 2,763 patient 
visits, a total of 3,267 patient interactions. With 
the additional help of dental students from re-
gional schools, the dental clinic manages to fill 
cavities, pull teeth, create dentures, and clean 
the teeth of over 600 patients a year. And, to 
help foster ownership of one’s own health 
care, the clinics offer workshops on such top-
ics as diabetes, nutrition, substance misuse, 
smoking cessation, mental health, blood pres-
sure, and heart disease, among other con-
cerns. 

In other words, while taking care of imme-
diate needs, this Good Neighbor has been 
creating a more lasting legacy and a culture of 
health awareness. People who had been 
afraid to see a doctor for fear of what they 
might find out, folks who never trusted the 
medical system, or avoided the dentist, immi-
grant farm workers who didn’t believe they 
could find medical care in a place they inhab-
ited only seasonally and where the language 
wasn’t their own, and even those local citizens 
who thought they didn’t have the language to 
speak about their problems with doctors have 
found help at these clinics. 

The voices of patients say it all: ‘‘They make 
me feel welcome.’’ ‘‘They listen to me without 
my feeling that I’m being judged at the same 
time.’’ And, ‘‘They treat me like a real human 
being.’’ We all know the difference that can 
make. 

I believe the Good Neighbor Health Clinic 
and the Red Logan Dental Clinic are not only 
giving good care. They are caring, and, by 
being so, are saving lives in many different 
ways. 

I ask you today to join me in honoring the 
good work and the good people of the Good 
Neighbor Health Clinic. 

f 

HONORING GEORGE WILLIAM 
MACE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, today, I give honor to Mr. George William 
Mace of Edwards, Mississippi located in Hinds 
County, Mississippi. 

Mr. George William Mace, was born in 
Edwards, Mississippi, in the Learned Commu-
nity. Mr. George William Mace, was the 7th 
child born into a family of 8 children. He was 

the baby boy. He was born to George Mace, 
Sr. and Pattie Marie Sublett Mace. He got the 
nickname, Beau, because he had a gentleman 
reputation with the ladies, where he never 
disrespected one. 

Do not resist growing old, many are denied 
that privilege. In 1904 when Mr. Mace was 
born, the average life expectancy in the United 
States was forty-seven, there were only eight- 
thousand cars and one-hundred and forty-four 
miles of paved roads; only fourteen percent of 
the homes had bathtubs, and along with Ala-
bama, Iowa, and Tennessee, Mississippi was 
more heavily populated than California. Having 
defied all life expectancies in the history of the 
United States, George lived to be 104 years 
old. 

A man’s educational start is directly con-
nected to his future. Mr. Mace attended Ele-
mentary School in the Edwards Community. 
He attended Belmont/Popular Grove School 
and Oak Ridge School. He also attended 
Alcorn Agriculture College in Lorman, Mis-
sissippi. He returned home from Alcorn, to 
help work on his family’s farm. 

Come let us bow down and worship, let us 
kneel before the Lord God our maker. Mr. 
Mace, joined Old Oak Ridge M. B. Church 
(formerly known as Oak Ridge Church), where 
he served as an usher. 

Faithful and hard work is rewarded. Mr. 
Mace’s lifelong journey was extensive. He left 
home as an adult and applied for work with Il-
linois Central Railroad as a Pullman Porter. 
He worked in this position from 1933 until his 
retirement in 1972. Being the gentleman that 
he was, he was excellent in this chosen ca-
reer. He was also a self-employed business-
man while residing in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
He owned his own barber shop and employed 
others to work with him. 

Doing nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit, but in humility he considered others 
before himself, while making a difference in 
society. When George retired from the rail-
road, he returned home to his family’s farm. 
He became a cattleman along with his other 
siblings. He was also a member of the Ma-
sonic Family, Newman Lodge No. 522. He be-
came a part of and joined the Mississippi Soil 
Conservation Association. He was a blessing 
to this community, touching the lives of family 
and friends. He was a compassionate man al-
ways willing to lend a helping hand and going 
the extra mile to make life better for others. 

Reputation is what men and women think of 
us, but the family is the vessel of hope, that 
it may transcend the boundaries of earthly 
days and continue throughout endless eternity. 
Character is what God and his angels know of 
us. This is what the community knew of 
George ‘‘Beau’’ William Mace. He served his 
family and community well. His nieces and 
nephews thought very highly of him. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring, Mr. George William Mace of the 
Mississippi Second Congressional District. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLLEEN BICKFORD 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Colleen 

Bickford of Corning, Iowa, for being honored 
with the Volunteer Award from the Corning 
Main Street Organization Committee. 

Colleen volunteers regularly at the Carl 
Church, serves at the congregate meal site, 
and is an active member of the Senior Citi-
zens Committee for the Adams County Fair. 
She also works with the Main Street Corning’s 
Public Relations Committee. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by Colleen 
demonstrates the rewards of harnessing one’s 
talents and sharing them with her community. 
Her efforts embody the Iowa spirit and I am 
honored to represent her, and Iowans like her, 
in the United States Congress. I ask that all of 
my colleagues in the United States House of 
Representatives join me in congratulating Col-
leen for her achievements and in wishing her 
nothing but continued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LAKE COUNTY LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I am 
honored to recognize Lake County Sheriff 
Peyton Grinnell, Town of Lady Lake’s Police 
Chief Chris McKinstry, City of Leesburg Police 
Chief Rob Hicks, City of Tavares Police Chief 
Stoney Lubins, Town of Howey-in-the-Hills Po-
lice Chief Rick Thomas, City of Fruitland Park 
Police Chief Michael Fewless, City of 
Mascotte Police Chief Eric Pedersen, and the 
law enforcement officers who keep Lake 
County safe every single day. 

This week marks the annual observance of 
Police Week. Though we set aside one week 
a year to honor law enforcement, I encourage 
all Americans to join me not only this week, 
but every day, in recognizing the honor, cour-
age, and commitment of America’s law en-
forcement. 

Our law enforcement officers are heroes in 
the community. They keep us safe, and are 
willing to put their lives on the line every day 
in the course of their duties. It is impossible to 
fully express our gratitude or adequately rec-
ognize the professionalism of the men and 
women who voluntarily put their lives on the 
line for our safety and security. It is with deep 
respect that we pause today to honor the 
memory of the heroes who gave the last full 
measure of devotion and made the ultimate 
sacrifice. 

I want to extend my sincere appreciation to 
Lake County Sheriff Peyton Grinnell, Town of 
Lady Lake’s Police Chief Chris McKinstry, City 
of Leesburg Police Chief Rob Hicks, City of 
Tavares Police Chief Stoney Lubins, Town of 
Howey-in-the-Hills Police Chief Rick Thomas, 
City of Fruitland Park Police Chief Michael 
Fewless, City of Mascotte Police Chief Eric 
Pedersen, and the law enforcement officers 
who bravely and selflessly serve Lake County. 
It is an honor to recognize them and all men 
and women in law enforcement. 
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JOHNSON & JOHNSON’S 

COMMITMENT TO VETERANS 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
share with my colleagues a story of a cor-
porate leader whose commitment to our na-
tion’s veterans is unmatched. Under the lead-
ership of Alex Gorsky as CEO, Johnson and 
Johnson’s commitment to providing the high-
est quality medical products is only matched 
by the firm’s efforts to provide for the military 
service members it employs. 

Johnson & Johnson’s long history of sup-
porting military service members began as 
early as the Spanish-American War. Beginning 
in 1898, Johnson & Johnson began retaining 
positions and paying salaries to employees 
during military service. For the past century, 
Johnson & Johnson has been at the cutting 
edge of developing initiatives to cater to the 
unique needs of military service members and 
veterans. Alex Gorsky has doubled down on 
this impressive record with an unwavering 
dedication to continuing these traditions for 
those who have served our nation. 

Under Gorsky’s leadership, Johnson & 
Johnson continues to make groundbreaking 
strides in support of those who have served 
with initiatives like the Johnson & Johnson 
Veterans Leadership Council (VLC). The VLC 
provides for the company’s retired service 
members in an unprecedented manner by 
supporting the health care and recovery needs 
of our American heroes in 26 chapters across 
11 states. 

I was particularly impressed to learn of 
Johnson & Johnson’s Enhanced Military Leave 
Policy, also instituted by Mr. Gorsky, which 
enables active service members to defend our 
nation without fear of job instability, falling be-
hind on bills, or being overlooked during the 
transition period back at work. I’ve learned 
that Mr. Gorsky’s own distinguished military 
career has given him insight into the inherent 
value of hiring active and retired military serv-
ice members. A graduate of the United States 
Military Academy at West Point, Alex pre-
viously served as a U.S. Army Ranger and fin-
ished his career with the rank of Captain. 
Given his commendable service and past ex-
perience, Mr. Gorsky recognizes the impor-
tance of hiring veterans as they bring invalu-
able contributions to the workplace like dis-
cipline, integrity, critical thinking, and leader-
ship skills. 

Johnson & Johnson’s military support is not 
just good corporate culture. Alex Gorsky has 
led the way in offering financial stability and 
resources for service members and their fami-
lies across America, and rewarded out na-
tion’s finest for their noble, patriotic service. I 
believe his legacy as a corporate leader in 
veteran advocacy creates unquestioned good 
will, which is valued by consumers, service 
members, and community leaders. I commend 
Mr. Gorsky’s efforts to put military service 
members first as they protect our nation at 
home and abroad, and help Johnson & John-
son tackle our pressing health care needs. 

TRIBUTE TO SCOTT GILES 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Scott 
Giles of Mount Ayr, Iowa, for being inducted 
into the Iowa High School Athletic Association 
Officials Hall of Fame. 

This award was presented to Scott by the 
Iowa High School Athletic Association on 
March 10th, during the Boy’s State Basketball 
Tournament. Scott has been officiating basket-
ball for 34 years, including regular season, 
district, sub-state games and state tour-
naments. He has also officiated high school 
football for 25 years. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by Scott em-
bodies the Iowa spirit and I am honored to 
represent him, and Iowans like him, in the 
United States Congress. I ask that all of my 
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating him for 
this achievement and in wishing him nothing 
but continued success. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE ALPENA 
COUNTY GEORGE N. FLETCHER 
LIBRARY’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor 
to recognize the Alpena County George N. 
Fletcher Library as it celebrates 50 years of 
meaningful work in the Alpena community. 
Michiganders understand how important it is to 
have reliable access to library services, and 
we are so grateful for Alpena County Library’s 
half-century of community service. 

The establishment of a public library in 
Alpena dates to 1860 when the up-and-com-
ing community commissioned just $25 a year 
to maintain a collection in the private home of 
Diane Morse Richardson. Thirteen years later, 
the Alpena Public Schools system began 
housing the library’s collection at Alpena High 
School, where it remained until a temporary 
location on Second Avenue was acquired. In 
1967, the Alpena County George N. Fletcher 
Library was officially established as a county 
library serving the educational, social, and his-
torical interests of the community. Serving a 
community of just 2,700 people in 1860, the li-
brary now accommodates a population nearly 
15 times that size by circulating some 120,000 
articles and books. 

In addition to offering an extensive collection 
of literature and other resources, the Alpena 
County George N. Fletcher Library has con-
sistently proven itself to be a leader in the 
community through targeted initiatives that en-
hance the wellbeing of all citizens. Programs 
like READ Tutors, which helps students 
achieve new reading levels and learn English 
as a second language, engages our young 
people in activities that help them reach their 
potential and prepare them for the next steps 
in their lives. The library has also started a 
new early childhood literacy-project called 
1,000 Books Before Kindergarten, which en-

courages parents to read 200 books a year to 
their children before the age of five. This pro-
gram exemplifies the library’s tremendous ef-
forts to foster academic achievement within 
the community, and promotes childhood devel-
opment in a robust family setting. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate the 
Alpena County George N. Fletcher Library for 
50 years of service in the Alpena community. 
Northern Michigan residents can take great 
pride in knowing that Alpena is a better place 
thanks to the work and dedication of the 
Alpena County George N. Fletcher Library. On 
behalf of my constituents across Michigan’s 
First District, I thank the Alpena Community Li-
brary for its work and look forward to its con-
tinued success. 

f 

HONORING CPL. HAROLD 
WESBECHER (RET.) 

HON. MIKE BOST 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of Harold Wesbecher’s honorable 
service to our nation during the Korean War. 

Born February 16, 1929, in Evansville, Illi-
nois, Harold graduated from Red Bud High 
School in 1947 and was drafted into the U.S. 
Army on June 19, 1952. 

Faithfully serving our country over a two 
year deployment in the Southwest Pacific, 
Harold toured Mt. Fuji and Sendi, Japan 
alongside Pusan and the Chun Chon Valley of 
Korea. Guarding the Neutral Nations Inspec-
tion Team in Korea until May of 1954, Harold 
returned home to continue farming beef cattle 
and row crops for 60 years upon being dis-
charged from the service. 

The husband to Gerry Wesbecher and fa-
ther of two children, Harold is known to his 
family as ‘‘The Boss’’ because of his hard 
work, integrity, and honesty. Today, he con-
tinues to be a lifelong member of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, where he serves on the par-
ish board. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
the service that Harold dutifully gave to our 
nation during the Korean War. We are forever 
grateful for his service. 

f 

THE GROWING RUSSIAN MILITARY 
THREAT IN EUROPE 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday in my capacity as Co-Chairman of 
the U.S. Commission on Security and Co-
operation in Europe, also known as the Hel-
sinki Commission, I participated in a hearing 
to examine Russian military threats in the 
OSCE region. 

Russia today stands in violation of the cen-
tral commitments of the Helsinki Final Act. 
These commitments include respect for the 
territorial integrity of States, fundamental free-
doms, and the fulfillment in good faith of obli-
gations under international law. In violating 
these commitments, Russia is threatening the 
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foundations of European security and reck-
lessly endangering the lives of millions. 

One such victim of Russian aggression is 
Joseph Stone, the 36–year-old American 
medic who was killed by a landmine while on 
patrol in separatist-controlled eastern Ukraine 
with the OSCE’s Special Monitoring Mission 
on April 23rd. If it weren’t for Russia’s unjustifi-
able aggression toward Ukraine’s sovereignty 
there would be no need for such a monitoring 
mission. And yet, day after day, OSCE mon-
itors put themselves in harm’s way to try to re-
duce the tensions created by the reckless con-
duct of Russia and its proxies in eastern 
Ukraine. It is a conflict that has already 
claimed over ten thousand lives, and sadly is 
sure to claim more. 

Russian aggression is not a localized phe-
nomenon—it threatens the entire region. Mos-
cow has seized sovereign territory by force, 
threatened to use tactical nuclear weapons 
against other countries, harassed U.S. and 
NATO military assets, and abandoned key 
transparency measures and commitments. 
These actions are unacceptable. 

In the face of such provocations, the United 
States must leave no doubt that we stand be-
hind our Eastern European and Baltic Allies. 
There is no time to waste: we must ensure the 
confidence of our friends at this critical junc-
ture. 

One way to do this is to continue building a 
credible conventional deterrent to Russian ag-
gression alongside our allies, in particular Po-
land and the Baltic States. I have consistently 
supported robust funding for the European Re-
assurance Initiative. With the support of this 
initiative, since 2014, NATO members have 
held over 1,000 military exercises in Europe. 
ERI has allowed the U.S. to participate more 
extensively in such exercises and increase its 
deployment of soldiers and military assets in 
allied countries. Furthermore, it has helped us 
to build the capacity of our partners and gen-
erally make our commitment to European se-
curity felt. These kinds of activities must be 
sustained and expanded to ensure that we are 
ready to counter any threat at any time. 

Mr. Speaker, the United States must act, bi-
laterally and within NATO, to robustly deter, 
defend against, and roll back Russian aggres-
sion in the OSCE region. This includes ensur-
ing that Ukraine has the defensive weapons it 
needs to more effectively repel Russian occu-
pying forces and respond to Russian-backed 
proxies. As Ukraine President Petro 
Poroshenko told a joint session of Congress 
several years ago, ‘‘One cannot win the war 
with blankets.’’ That is at true today as it was 
then. 

If Russia’s invasion, occupation, and frac-
turing of Ukraine stands, then Russia will be 
emboldened to do likewise in other neigh-
boring countries. It is in the interests of the 
United States to help ensure that the Russian 
Federation does not become the new Soviet 
Union, invading, occupying and annexing its 
neighbors. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE AMER-
ICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL’S 
WORK TO PROTECT CITIZENS’ IN-
DIVIDUAL LIBERTIES 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the American Human Rights Council 
for their advocacy and efforts. The AHRC has 
been a steadfast champion in ensuring that all 
Americans, regardless of background, are able 
to exercise their civil liberties. 

Founded in 2014, the AHRC brings together 
community leaders and civil rights activists to 
promote and defend human rights defined in 
the United States’ Constitution and by the 
United Nations’ Declaration of Human Rights. 
Initially focused on protecting and preserving 
the rights of prisoners, the AHRC has ex-
panded its advocacy efforts to address press-
ing humanitarian issues in the United States 
and abroad. In addition to its work on pris-
oners’ rights, the organization has also strong-
ly pushed for a peaceful resolution to the con-
flict in Yemen and relief for the humanitarian 
issues facing the country’s citizens, as well as 
opposed the Syrian government’s attacks on 
innocent civilians during the Syrian civil war. 
The AHRC also recognizes outstanding indi-
viduals who work to further the group’s mis-
sion during its annual Spirit of Humanity Gala 
event. 

The AHRC has played a critical role in pro-
tecting and advancing human rights both in 
the community and around the world. By work-
ing with state and local partners, the AHRC 
has been able to draw attention to human 
rights issues by hosting public forums and 
educational awareness events. In the past 
year, AHRC has investigated dozens of in-
mate inquiries relating to issues in prison fa-
cilities and participated in multiple community 
forums, including discussions about commu-
nity policing initiatives and an annual Capitol 
Day visit to Lansing in order to highlight the 
organization’s mission and its concerns with 
elected officials. These efforts have helped 
raise awareness while driving action to further 
the AHRC’s mission of promoting human 
rights. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the American Human Rights 
Council for its work to protect and preserve 
Americans’ civil liberties. The AHRC’s work 
has helped safeguard our nation’s funda-
mental rights. 

f 

RECOGNIZING M. SMITH COFFMAN 
FOR HER INSPIRATIONAL POEM, 
GHOSTS OF THE PAST 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize M. Smith Coffman for her power-
ful poem and kind words of inspiration to 
many. While the poem is meant to move and 
inspire our service members and veterans in 
times of need, I believe everyone should ex-
perience it. I intend for everyone to procure 

some good fortune and hope from her mes-
sage. 

GHOSTS OF THE PAST 

The fog shrouded, silent vale, 
comes to life before my trail. 
Ghosts of the past, ride in the predawn mist, 
in their stirring I am by angels kissed. 

Here, the plan of war was born, 
and there, soldiers’ lives were torn. 
Brave warriors on snorting, restless steeds, 
our heroes against men of evil deeds. 

See Lexington and Concord’s men of pride. 
Rebs and Yanks who at Chickamauga died. 
See the tired, straggling wagon train, 
faces parched by sun, in battle’s strain. 

Indians silently move their camps, 
past sod houses lit by dim oil lamps. 
I see the brave men from the Alamo, 
as on, and on, and on they go. 

Oh, ancient rocks, you saw it all, 
you saw where gallant man did fall. 
You echoed the shot, felt the glance of spear, 
the price for freedom, we hold dear. 

Our troops who fell on foreign soils, 
they the victors, won the spoils. 
There were those from the sky 
and from the sea, 
They gave of themselves to keep us free. 
Their souls, at last, are at home, 
no more foreign lands to roam. 

All are soothed in the mist, 
as o’er their separate paths they twist. 
Their laughter softly echoes from the rills, 
and across the windswept, rugged hills. 
Mingling, they have enemies no more, 
here at home or foreign shore. 
In cadence, I heard them say, 
‘‘Let not our sons go this way. 
Alas the new born cries at birth, 
but men must know of joy on earth. 
Oh, that we could right the wrong, 
Oh, that we could leave but song.’’ 

Oh Lord, many of our brave, gallant men of 
pride, 

put their lives upon the line, fought and 
died. 

Men with bodies and emotions torn, 
this great loss we all should mourn. 
I stand and salute you, one and all. 
You went through hell, for country’s call. 

Dear Lord, I pray their pain relive, 
give them strength and hope, and ease. 
They should receive the best of care, 
FOR ’TIS BY THEM WE BREATHE FREE 

AIR. 
For freedom’s cause they did not bend, 
they pledged their allegiance to the flag 

until the end. 

‘‘Children, Listen,’’ the midst does sing. 
‘‘We know not what this day or the years 

will bring. 
Stand brave and strong for liberty’s call. 
Your country needs you one and all. 
Give thanks for all that was and is. 
and for the heroes who lived, and live. 
Give thanks for freedom that was not lost. 
Give thanks to those who paid the cost.’’ 

The mist soon melted into the morning sun. 
THEY ARE OUR HEART’S BLOOD 
THEY ARE NOT GONE. 
These brave men and women did not live or 

die in vain. 
Our flag unfurled we will sustain. 

IN GOD WE TRUST 

AMEN 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, I ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in recognizing 
M. Smith Coffman for her encouraging words. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF PETTY OFFI-

CER MICHAEL JOHN 
CRUTCHFIELD 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise, today, to 
highlight the distinguished career of one of my 
constituents, Petty Officer Michael John 
Crutchfield. 

On April 27, 1970, when others were await-
ing their draft notices, 20-year-old Petty Officer 
Crutchfield took it upon himself to enlist in the 
United States Coast Guard and serve his 
county. 

A true patriot, in February 1972, Petty Offi-
cer Crutchfield, once again, decided to volun-
teer for our country, this time in Vietnam. De-
spite landing unarmed with a dozen of his col-
leagues, Michael fulfilled his mission and re-
turned to Barbers Point, Hawaii, where he 
served the balance of his three-year assign-
ment. 

Following his service in Hawaii, Petty Officer 
Crutchfield served as a member of the U.S. 
Coast Guard Heilo No. 1377 crew, conducting 
search and rescue missions in a HH–52A heli-
copter based out of Selfridge Air National 
Guard Base. 

Petty Officer Crutchfield’s service to our na-
tion is exemplified by such acts as saving a 
young man from having his legs amputated 
and aiding the search of 29 crewmen who per-
ished when the Edmund Fitzgerald sank in the 
icy water of Lake Superior in November of 
1975. 

But, Petty Officer Crutchfield is more than 
one man—he is a testament of the selfless 
patriotism and sacrifice embodied by the over 
35,000 veterans in Southeast Michigan. 

He is a representation of the bravery and 
honor embodied by so many servicemen and 
women in my district. 

Today, I would like to recognize each and 
every one of them, especially Petty Officer 
Crutchfield, for their outstanding service to our 
great nation. 

Representing them in Congress is my ut-
most honor, and I will continue to work tire-
lessly for them to give them the recognition 
and respect they deserve. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FLOOD 
PREVENTION ACT OF 2017 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce the Flood Prevention Act of 2017. The 
bill would amend the Coastal Zone Manage-
ment Act of 1972 (CZMA) to include the na-
tion’s capital in the definition of ‘‘coastal 
state.’’ Our bill would correct an apparent 
oversight in the omission of the District of Co-
lumbia, and would make the District eligible to 
receive federal funding and provide oversight 
for federally issued permits/facilities/ actions 
that affect the coastal waters of the District. 
The District urgently needs the protection of 
the CZMA because of serious flood risks that 
currently affect both residents, businesses and 

federal assets, including the National Mall and 
the cluster of downtown federal agencies. 

In an effort to reduce coastal flood risk, 
Congress has authorized a number of pro-
grams to help states and territories respond to 
floods and mitigate risk through resiliency 
projects. Among these programs, the CZMA 
provides planning and technical services to 
assist states in protecting, restoring and devel-
oping coastal communities and resources. 
Once the federal government approves a 
state’s coastal management plan, the state 
becomes eligible for grants. Federal actions 
must be consistent with the state plans and 
vice versa. 

Even though the District is located on two 
rivers and has suffered substantial coastal 
floods in the past, D.C. was omitted from the 
list of eligible states and territories in the 
CZMA. This oversight may have occurred be-
cause the CZMA was passed in 1972—before 
the District achieved home rule or had a Mem-
ber of Congress. Under Section 304 of the 
CZMA, ‘‘coastal state[s]’’ include the states 
and the U.S. territories (Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, Guam, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, the Trust Territories 
of the Pacific Islands, and American Samoa). 
Absent from this definition is the District, even 
though the District, including the federal com-
plex, is under a serious threat from rising sea 
levels. Because the territories are included in 
the definition of ‘‘coastal states,’’ it appears 
that D.C.’s omission is a mistake, which only 
Congress can correct. 

Scientists have predicted that the tides on 
the Atlantic Coast could rise two to four feet 
by the year 2100, causing property worth as 
much as $7 billion in the District to be rou-
tinely under threat by floodwaters. This dam-
age not only includes private homes and busi-
nesses, but the National Mall, federal build-
ings, and three military bases located in the 
District. The Anacostia and Potomac rivers are 
both tidally influenced, showing tangible salt 
water effects (and fish) and are part of an 
‘‘intertidal-zone’’ existing between high and 
low maritime tides. In addition, the Maryland 
and Virginia coastal zones each include the 
tidal Potomac River, with Maryland’s zone 
ending at the District line. Because of these 
factors, the District should be eligible for 
CZMA grants just like the states and territories 
already listed in the CZMA. 

I urge support for this bill. 
f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. STEVE 
ANDREWS 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor 
today to acknowledge the life of a devoted 
public servant and United States Veteran, 
Steve Andrews, who died at the age of 67 on 
Saturday, January 28, 2017 in Petoskey, 
Michigan. 

Steve was born on October 15, 1949, to 
Tracy and Barbara Andrews and grew up in 
the heart of Northern Michigan in the city of 
Gaylord. Following his high school graduation 
in 1967, Steve joined the United States Navy 
where he worked as a medic on a number of 
bases around the world. Steve served with 

distinction from the U.S. Naval Hospital in 
Guam to the 1st Marine Division and Marine 
1st Force Reconnaissance Company in Viet-
nam and was awarded the Purple Heart and 
the Navy Commendation Medal for his role in 
saving countless Marines’ lives during the 
Vietnam War. 

After coming back home, Steve became a 
successful entrepreneur, and in 1978, North-
ern Michigan residents recognized Steve’s 
commitment to community service by electing 
him to serve as State Representative for the 
106th Michigan House District. Steve retired 
from the Michigan legislature in 1982 after 
serving two terms and refocused his efforts on 
his small business and family. 

During the next 35 years, Steve and his 
wife, Karen, grew their small business, Stur-
geon River Pottery, into a well-established and 
widely respected Midwest retailer with a robust 
operation and thousands of supporters across 
the country. Further, Steve’s creative talents 
and generosity led him to be an active mem-
ber in his community where, in addition to 
being a successful small business owner, he 
coached youth football and baseball teams, 
served on the Board of Trustees of North Cen-
tral Michigan College, served as President of 
the Petoskey Regional Chamber of Com-
merce, and was a founding member of 
Petoskey’s Art in the Park. 

Mr. Speaker, Steve’s contributions to North-
ern Michigan cannot be overstated, and his 
family and community can take pride in know-
ing that Northern Michigan is a better place 
thanks to his life’s work. On behalf of Michi-
gan’s 1st Congressional District, I ask you to 
join me in recognizing an outstanding public 
servant whose contributions will continue to 
bless Northern Michigan residents for many 
years to come. May God bless Steve and his 
family always. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARGARET R. 
GAITER 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
wish today to pay tribute to a longtime friend 
and one of the finest women I have ever 
known. 

Margaret Gaiter recently passed away on 
May 12, 2017 at the age of 91. I was honored 
to know Mrs. Gaiter and her late Husband, 
Felix. They both helped me as a young attor-
ney by giving me the privilege of representing 
their business. Mrs. Gaiter had always been 
very kind to me and was a person who treated 
everyone with love and respect. 

A 1947 graduate of Knoxville College, Ms. 
Gaiter worked for the Knoxville Housing Au-
thority in the 1950s and 1960s where she 
helped families relocate from dilapidated 
homes and buildings. She also worked for the 
Knox County Public School System’s parent 
involvement program which she retired from in 
1988. 

A member of Rogers Memorial Baptist 
Church in Knoxville, she served as minister of 
music for the church for over three decades. 
Mrs. Gaiter always lived her life by the Golden 
Rule. 

In 2007, Mrs. Gaiter and her late husband 
Felix were awarded the Knoxville Area Urban 
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League’s Whitney M. Young, Jr. Lifetime 
Award for their work on social justice and civil 
rights issues. This speaks to the role she 
played as a leader in her community. 

In 2007, after the Knoxville News-Sentinel 
wrote a very nice series of articles about Felix 
and Margaret Gaiter, I wrote a letter to the 
paper commending it for doing so. In my letter 
I stated: ‘‘The Gaiters have touched thousands 
of lives in kind and positive ways and have set 
an outstanding example for everyone. This 
Nation is a better place today because of Felix 
and Margaret Gaiter.’’ 

My wife Lynn went to visit Mrs. Gaiter a few 
weeks ago when she found out Margaret 
might possibly be nearing her death. Lynn and 
I send our condolences to Mrs. Gaiter’s chil-
dren and many grandchildren and great-grand-
children. 

Mr. Speaker, Margaret Gaiter was a won-
derful wife, mother, and citizen. I call her life 
and accomplishments to the attention of my 
Colleagues and others. This Nation would be 
a much better place if we had more people 
like her. 

f 

HONORING JUDGE PATRICIA D. 
WISE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Judge Patricia D. Wise, elected in 
1989, is one of four Chancellors of the Fifth 

Chancery Court District of Hinds County, Mis-
sissippi. 

Formerly Mrs. Wise was managing attorney 
and partner in the law firm of Dockins & Wise, 
Attorneys at Law, Jackson, Mississippi. Her 
private practice was in the area of Domestic 
Relations-Family Law, Personal Injury and 
General Civil practice. She served as Family 
Law Resource Attorney for Central Mississippi 
Legal Services. 

An Oxford, Mississippi native, she has lived 
in Jackson, Mississippi for the past thirty-five 
years. She received her Bachelors of Science 
in Special Education, her Masters of Commu-
nicative Disorders and her Juris Doctorate de-
gree all from the University of Mississippi. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Judge Patricia D. Wise for her 
dedication to serving others. 
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