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CLAIRE JEFFRESS EXCELS ON
AND OFF THE FIELD

HON. PETE OLSON
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 27, 2016
Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Claire Jeffress of Pearland, TX for
her outstanding extracurricular activities on
and off the field.
As a strong soccer player, it was a natural
fit for Claire to start playing football in seventh
grade. Now a varsity football player at Dawson
High School, Claire is the kicker for the Eagles
and has proven she can hold her own with her
teammates. When she’s not kicking her way to
victory on the football field, Claire puts her
leadership skills to work as a member of my
Congressional
Youth
Advisory
Council
(CYAC). In her second year as part of CYAC,
Claire joins 19 other high school students who
provide me with critical input on issues they
face, while also hearing from community leaders throughout the year.
On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congressional District of Texas, I thank Claire Jeffress
for all of her contributions to our community.
We are proud of her for breaking barriers and
setting a great example for other young girls.
We expect great things from her in the future.
f

TRIBUTE TO MARGARET AND
MICK FREEMAN

HON. DAVID YOUNG
OF IOWA
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Tuesday, September 27, 2016
Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and congratulate Margaret
and Mick Freeman of Council Bluffs, Iowa, on
the very special occasion of their 50th wedding anniversary. They were married on August 7, 1966 at Goldfield United Methodist
Church in Goldfield, Iowa.
Margaret and Mick’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their six children, Susan,
Sandy, Tom, David, Brad, and Marcia, and
their 18 grandchildren, truly embodies Iowa
values. As they reflect on their 50th anniversary, may their commitment grow even stronger as they continue to love, cherish, and honor
one another for years to come.
Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple
on their 50th year together and I wish them
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion.
f

TUESDAYS IN TEXAS: BESSIE
COLEMAN
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in January
26, 1892, a young woman was born in Atlanta,
Texas. Her name was Bessie Coleman and
she continues to inspire generations of African
American women around the United States
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and in the great state of Texas. As the tenth
of thirteen children whose father had left to
Oklahoma seeking refuge from racial barriers,
she was forced to work at the cotton harvest
every year to help support her family. However, in 1915, she moved to Chicago seeking
to become something greater. She had no
idea how this step would change American
history forever.
She began working as a manicurist in Chicago, but the stories of pilots from the First
World War intrigued her. This, along with
friendly taunts from her brother, would motivate her to learn how to fly. However, schools
in America denied her entrance, so she set
out to attend aviation school in France. She
attended the Caudon Brother’s School of Aviation, where she completed a 10 month program in only 7 months. She also received her
international aviation pilot’s license from the
renowned Federation Aeronautique Internationale, making her the first African American and Native American woman to earn a pilot’s license.
But this is not the end of her amazing story.
Coleman returned to the United States and
specialized in stunt flying and parachuting.
She earned her living by barnstorming and
performing aerial tricks. She became the first
African American woman to perform a public
flight in America. Although she changed her
mind about starting a flying school for African
Americans, she still encouraged other African
Americans to learn how to fly. Most importantly, she stood up for an entire community of
people when she refused to perform in places
that would not admit members of her race.
Unfortunately, her life would end shortly at
only 34 years old after a test flight gone wrong
caused her to fall hundreds of feet to her
death in April of 1926.
Mr. Speaker, Ms. Coleman’s strength, endurance, and ability to break down barriers are
truly inspiring. I am incredibly proud that such
an amazing legacy started in Texas. It is an
honor to come from a state full of people
known for breaking down barriers and overcoming obstacles against all odds.
And that’s just the way it is.
f
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Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today, on behalf of myself and Mr. LAMALFA,
to honor the service of Supervisor Jim Chapman for his 43 years of outstanding leadership
in Lassen County.
In 1974, at the age of 19, Jim was first
elected to the Susanville City Council. Two
years later, Jim was elected to serve as
Mayor. In 1976, he began serving the first of
nine terms as Lassen County Supervisor representing District 2.
Jim has proudly represented all aspects of
the community. He has served on numerous
boards and committees, including: Lassen
College Board of Trustees, Lassen Hospital
Board, Lassen High School Alumni Association (President, 2013 through 2014), Lassen
County Chamber of Commerce (President,
2000), Susanville Kiwanis Club (President,
1985 through 1986), Rotary Club of Susanville
(President, 2014 through 2015), Lassen County Special Olympics, Rural County Representative of California (President, 1982), and
Lassen County Transportation Commission,
among many others.
Supervisor Chapman’s distinguished career
of service has not only benefited but truly inspired residents of Lassen County and beyond, as evidenced by numerous awards with
which Jim has been honored, including:
25 Year Service Award from Special Olympics of Northern California;
CALAFCO Lifetime Achievement Award;
Elks Distinguished Citizen in 2010; and
2016 Lassen High School Alumnus of the
Year.
In addition to his exemplary public service,
Jim has led a personal life filled with community involvement. He is a co-founder of the
Lassen Sportsmen’s Club Junior Fishing
Derby, a Past Master of Lassen Masonic
Lodge, a 33rd Degree Scottish Rite Mason, a
Ben Ali Shriner; a 40-year host for ‘‘Old Timers Day’’ at the Lassen County Fair, and a
Knight of the York Cross of Honour.
Mr. Speaker, Supervisor Jim Chapman has
an incomparable record of service to his community. We commend him for setting an example of outstanding leadership.
f
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and congratulate Kathleen
and P. Richard Kelley of Elliott, Iowa, on the
very special occasion of their 60th wedding
anniversary. They celebrated their anniversary
on August 6, 2016.
Kathleen and P. Richard’s lifelong commitment to each other and their family truly embodies Iowa values. As they reflect on their
60th anniversary, may their commitment grow
even stronger as they continue to love, cherish, and honor one another for years to come.
Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple
on their 60th year together and I wish them
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion.
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TRIBUTE TO THE DES MOINES
AREA RELIGIOUS COUNCIL FOOD
PANTRY NETWORK
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Des Moines Area Religious Council (DMARC) Food Pantry Network
for their 40 years of service to the hungry citizens of central Iowa.
DMARC was founded in 1952 to assist the
spiritual needs of the community and promote
spiritual, moral, social, and civic welfare of the
community. In May 1976, DMARC officials established the Food Pantry Network, an emergency food program to help provide services
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