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Where is the leadership in the United 

States? President Obama has yet to 
add more names of human rights viola-
tors in Venezuela. Adding names would 
prevent them from coming to the 
United States. This is a list that is 
based on a law that I passed along with 
my Senate colleague, Senator MARCO 
RUBIO. That law is going to expire, and 
we need to extend it a few more years 
because those rights are being violated 
every day. 

I talked about the economic hard-
ships, but let’s talk about the political 
and human rights violations that are 
going on every day in Maduro’s Ven-
ezuela—they are committed by the 
Maduro regime—including the uncon-
scionable imprisonment of Leopoldo 
Lopez and scores of pro-democracy ac-
tivists. 

The dire situation in Venezuela, Mr. 
Speaker, is out of control. Let’s see 
what we can do because the Venezuelan 
people deserve better than a corrupt 
Maduro. 

f 

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. JUDY CHU) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr. 
Speaker, the month of May is recog-
nized as Asian Pacific American Herit-
age Month, an important time to cele-
brate our Nation’s rich cultural diver-
sity as well as the many accomplish-
ments and contributions of Asian 
Americans and Pacific Islanders all 
across our country. 

Asian Americans and Pacific Island-
ers are now the fastest growing racial 
group in the country, and today more 
immigrants come from Asia than from 
any other region in the world. 

As chair of the Congressional Asian 
Pacific American Caucus, or CAPAC, I 
have seen these growing numbers re-
flected here in Congress, where we now 
have 14 Asian American and Pacific Is-
lander Members of Congress, which is a 
historic high. 

We have also seen these numbers re-
flected in the diversity of our Federal 
workforce as well as in the Federal ju-
diciary, where we have more than tri-
pled the number of Asian Pacific Amer-
ican judges who serve on the Federal 
bench. 

This includes the historic nomina-
tion of Sri Srinivasan to the U.S. Dis-
trict Court of Appeals, which is ex-
tremely notable because it is the court 
from which many U.S. Supreme Court 
Justices have risen, and we know that 
it is only a matter of time before we 
have our first Asian American Supreme 
Court Justice. 

In addition to working to diversify 
our Federal workforce, we in CAPAC 
have the privilege to advocate for the 
priorities and concerns of Asian Pacific 
Americans on a broad range of issues, 
from combating racial profiling, to 
keeping immigrant families together 

through comprehensive immigration 
reform, to ensuring that all Americans 
can access the ballot box and have a 
voice in our democracy. 

Today far too many in the Asian Pa-
cific American community are being 
profiled because of the way they look 
or the religion they practice, and 
whether they are Chinese Americans 
who are being singled out for economic 
espionage or are Muslim or Sikh Amer-
icans who are wrongfully perceived as 
terrorists, we know that profiling cre-
ates a culture of suspicion that not 
only breeds mistrust, but that also en-
dangers the lives and livelihoods of in-
nocent Americans. 

Take the recent case of a Chinese 
American scientist who was wrongly 
targeted as a spy for China. One ter-
rible morning, Professor Xiaoxing Xi 
woke up to see guns pointed at him and 
12 FBI agents arresting him in front of 
his wife, two daughters, and the whole 
neighborhood. They dragged him off to 
jail, accused him of being a spy for 
China, and threatened him with 80 
years in jail. It turned out that the FBI 
agents were wrong. So they dropped all 
charges, but not before ruining Pro-
fessor Xi’s life. 

We have also seen this happen in the 
case of Sherry Chen, a hydrologist at 
the National Weather Service of Ohio, 
who was arrested in front of her co-
workers and was accused of being a spy 
for China, only to have her case dis-
missed. 

Asian American scientists and engi-
neers, who have worked hard to get 
their advanced degrees and be success-
ful in their careers, now live in fear 
that they, too, may be next. 

As CAPAC’s chair, I have made it a 
priority to fight back against these in-
justices. We have met with Attorney 
General Loretta Lynch to demand an-
swers to these cases. We have held 
press conferences, have written letters, 
and have questioned the FBI and the 
Department of Justice during congres-
sional hearings. We know we must 
speak up. 

In fact, we need only to look at the 
horrors of what happened to innocent 
Japanese Americans who were impris-
oned during World War II to know what 
can happen when we remain silent. 
That is why it is so important for di-
verse communities to have a voice in 
our democracy. 

Today the ability for us to make a 
difference is enormous, and we in 
CAPAC are working hard to ensure 
that Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers have access to the ballot box 
through our efforts to restore the Vot-
ing Rights Act. 

Nationally, Asian Pacific Americans 
have doubled our voter registration 
numbers over the last decade from 2 
million to 4 million people, and, by 
2040, we will have doubled even those 
numbers. We are the sleeping giant. In 
fact, Asian Pacific Americans have 
gone from being marginalized to being 
the margin of victory. 

As we celebrate Asian Pacific Amer-
ican Heritage Month this May, let us 

remember not only the many contribu-
tions of the Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander community, but also the 
challenges that we must continue to 
confront in order to ensure that all 
Americans, regardless of race, eth-
nicity, religion, or language ability, 
can achieve the American Dream. 

Happy Asian Pacific American Herit-
age Month. 

f 

LATINO EMERGENCY COUNCIL’S 
10–YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. DENHAM) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the Latino Emergency Coun-
cil as we celebrate their tenth-year an-
niversary. Since their founding in 2006, 
they have provided exemplary service 
in promoting emergency preparedness 
and communication with the Latino 
community in Stanislaus County, Cali-
fornia. 

The LEC was conceived in the fall of 
2005 as a partnership between the 
Stanislaus County Hispanic Leadership 
Council, El Concilio, and the County of 
Stanislaus. The initial goal was to for-
malize a communication channel with 
leadership from the Latino community 
and the Stanislaus County Office of 
Emergency Services in the event of an 
emergency. 

The organization is a leader in emer-
gency communication response as well 
as in personal emergency preparedness. 
The LEC distributes emergency pre-
paredness information throughout the 
community in nonemergency situa-
tions and offers training to the commu-
nity as a means of building community 
capacity and self-reliance in emer-
gency situations. 

The LEC has assisted in multiple 
emergency responses, such as the H1N1 
swine flu outbreak, heat emergencies, 
the West Nile virus, and cold weather 
situations. 

They also participate in multiple dis-
aster exercises, translate vital infor-
mation into Spanish, provide training 
for underserved community members, 
and perform outreach throughout 
Stanislaus County by distributing tens 
of thousands of pieces of literature in 
Spanish. 

Organization members also travel to 
the FEMA Region IX office in Oakland, 
California, and in Washington, D.C., 
and advocate for emergency prepared-
ness capacity in the Latino commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in hon-
oring and in recognizing the Latino 
Emergency Council for their service 
and outstanding contributions to the 
Latino community as they celebrate 
their tenth-year anniversary. They are 
an example of how amazing things can 
be done when people come together 
with passion and purpose to make 
change in the local community. 
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