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Northwestern Ohio Missionary Baptist Asso-
ciation, Lucas County Mental Health Board, 
Interracial Interfaith Committee, Evangelical 
Board of the National Baptist Convention, and 
NAACP. 

A beloved father, grandfather, great-grand-
father, friend and mentor, Reverend Johnson 
has been a guiding light in our community for 
generations. Always alongside him, First Lady 
Johnson has been a nurturing mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother, friend and con-
fidant. Their union is a dynamic partnership 
which has been a beautiful example to all. 

Together, Pastor and First Lady Johnson 
have turned hearts toward Jesus Christ and 
his message of Love. They exemplify the 
words of Thessalonians 1:3, ‘‘We remember 
before our God and Father your work pro-
duced by faith, your labor prompted by love, 
and your endurance inspired by hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ.’’ The congregation of St. 
Mark’s, their family and our community cele-
brate Rev. I.J. and Mrs. Betty Johnson in their 
life’s work. We congratulate you, reminisce 
with you, and look toward the future together. 
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KARINA ROSALES 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Karina 
Rosales for receiving the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Karina Rosales is an 11th grader at 
Mapleton Expeditionary School of the Arts and 
received this award because her determination 
and hard work have allowed her to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Karina 
Rosales is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Karina Rosales for winning the Adams County 
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. I 
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future 
accomplishments. 
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RECOGNIZING ASIAN-PACIFIC 
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. AUMUA AMATA COLEMAN 
RADEWAGEN 

OF AMERICAN SAMOA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in observance of Asian-Pacific American 
Heritage Month. I extend my warm wishes to 
all Asian-Pacific Americans (APA), whose con-
tributions to our society cannot be under-
stated. From our unique culture, culinary prac-
tices and art, to the construction of vital infra-
structure and contributions to science and 
technology, APA’s have always been at the 
forefront of American innovation. 

We as Congress have the ability and duty to 
recognize these important contributions to our 

society, and it is my honor and privilege to do 
so. In 1977, Congress declared the first week 
of May as Asian-Pacific American Heritage 
week; and in 1992 passed a resolution that 
set aside the entire month to recognize APA’s 
and the many contributions that they have 
made to American culture, science and indus-
try. 

As the Senior, APA Republican in Con-
gress, I want to take this opportunity to cele-
brate Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month. 
I could not be more proud of the influence and 
contributions of those who came before me. It 
is their memory and sacrifices that drive me 
while performing my duties as the Member of 
Congress who represents American Samoa 
and I look forward to continuing the important 
work that they began. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all Members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives to join me in recog-
nizing the many contributions that APA’s have 
made to this great nation and I ask that we 
carry this spirit throughout the entire year. 
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HONORING MELVIN LEE LOPER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a self-motivated lead-
er and innovator of the community, Mr. Melvin 
Lee Loper, who was born on March 16, 1920 
in Finkbine, Mississippi, which is no longer on 
the map. It was a logging camp for the loggers 
which was his father’s occupation. His par-
ents, the late Marshall and Mamie Loper, later 
moved to Raymond, Mississippi where they 
worked as sharecroppers. His only sibling was 
a younger brother, Otis Loper, who is now de-
ceased. 

In those days, rural schools did not go fur-
ther than 8th grade. He lived with a cousin in 
Jackson, Mississippi to attend high school, 
and graduated from Lanier High School in 
1939. He entered Tougaloo College but was 
drafted in the United States Army in World 
War II. He served for four years with a tour of 
duty in Europe. He returned to Tougaloo Col-
lege and completed his studies in 1948 with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics. 

In 1973, he received a Master’s Degree in 
Administration from Jackson College, after 
many years of attending summer school and 
taking classes on Saturdays. That was the 
way of life to further your education back in 
the day. 

He began his teaching career in Smith 
county; later Sumner Hill High School and 
Jackson Public Schools. After thirty-three 
years of teaching he retired in 1985. He con-
tinued teaching several years after retirement 
because Mathematics teachers were always in 
demand. 

He has been an active member of Farish 
Street Baptist Church for 55 years. He served 
as: Sunday School teacher, a Member of the 
Boy Scout Committee, and attended Wednes-
day night Bible Study faithfully until his recent 
illness. He has been in the choir for fifty years, 
and served as Church Treasurer for thirty- 
three years. 

He was an original member of the Jackson 
Tougaloo Alumni Club, organized by the late 
Mrs. Thelma Sanders forty-four years ago. He 

was serving as President when the club spon-
sored the Broadway play, ‘‘Aint Misbehavin’’ 
which was a great success. He worked for 
years with the committee sponsoring the 
Ebony Fashion Show. He is a loyal supporter 
of Tougaloo College with his funds and pres-
ence, when able. 

He is married to Gwendolyn Nero Loper and 
they have three children: Rodney, Larry and 
Gerrilyn; ten grandchildren and eleven great- 
grandchildren. 

His secret to longevity is hard work, attend-
ing to your business, being an avid sports fan, 
and marrying a good cook. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Melvin Lee Loper. 
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LEYDA BELMONTE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Leyda 
Belmonte for receiving the Adams County 
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Leyda Belmonte is a 10th grader at New 
Heights Academy and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Leyda 
Belmonte is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Leyda Belmonte for winning the Adams Coun-
ty Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. I 
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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CONDEMNING RUSSIAN 
AGGRESSION 

HON. DAVID SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to condemn recent actions taken 
by Russia that threaten to destabilize an al-
ready tenuous international order. Putin’s 
interventionist policies that seek to reestablish 
the Russian Federation as a world power have 
incited chaos and conflict along NATO’s 
southern flank. Post-Soviet states once free 
from the yoke of oppression have been thrust 
back into civil and economic instability by Rus-
sian policies designed to sow discord and dis-
trust along NATO’s vulnerable underbelly. 

Moscow’s invasion of Georgia set in motion 
what has become an increasingly obvious pat-
tern. Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea in 
2014 and ongoing military campaign in the 
eastern parts of Ukraine have made it clear 
that Russia is openly proclaiming the redraw-
ing of Europe’s borders. Equally troubling, 
NATO members in Central, Eastern, and 
Southern Europe continue to face antagonism 
from Russia, including a substantial military 
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