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create the Community Health and Social Services, CHASS, clinic in southwest Detroit. Around the same time,
Henry Ford Health System also began
partnering with the Detroit public
schools to provide in-school health
services to students.
With the growing population in Detroit’s suburbs, Henry Ford Health System began to expand, opening new
medical centers in Troy, Dearborn, and
West Bloomfield. Today Henry Ford
Health System has grown from a single
facility with 48 beds into a regional
health care provider which admits
around 89,000 patients each year and
delivers approximately 3.5 million clinic visits. The staff has also grown to
more than 23,000 employees, making
Henry Ford Health System the fifth
largest employer in the Metro Detroit
region.
In recognition of its outstanding
commitment to delivering world-class
health care services in a novel and effective manner, Henry Ford Health
System is the only organization to receive all five major health care quality
awards: the Foster G. McGaw Prize in
2004, the Joint Commission’s Ernest
Amory Codman and John M. Eisenberg
Awards in 2006 and 2011, the American
Hospital Association’s McKesson Quest
for Quality Prize in 2010, and the Malcolm Baldrige Award in 2011. As a recipient of the Baldrige Award, Henry
Ford Health System joins an elite
group of organizations who have been
recognized for outstanding innovations
in their respective fields.
I am honored to ask my colleagues to
join me today in recognizing Henry
Ford Health System’s 100th anniversary. This significant milestone is a
great opportunity to reflect upon its
century-long record of fostering innovations in the development and delivery of health care services, its commitment to providing the best possible
outcomes for its patients, and the
transformative effect it continues to
make, both in the health care field and
metro Detroit. Henry Ford Health System has made a remarkable impact in
southeast Michigan over the last century, and I wish its leadership, medical
professionals, and staff well in continuing to fulfill its mission in the
years and decades ahead.∑
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TRIBUTE TO JUDGE HAIGANUSH R.
BEDROSIAN
∑ Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
as this year draws to a close, so too
does a long and accomplished legal career for Rhode Island Family Court
Chief Judge Haiganush R. Bedrosian.
She will retire from the bench at the
end of December after serving on the
family court for over 35 years. Judge
Bedrosian is a trailblazer and a skilled
leader in the Rhode Island legal community. She will be missed.
Judge Bedrosian, the daughter of Armenian immigrants, is a lifelong Rhode
Islander who grew up in Cranston. She
attended Cranston East High School
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and then Brown University’s Pembroke
College, where she graduated with a degree in political science in 1965.
She says that when she graduated
from Pembroke, she was told ‘‘women
don’t go to law school’’ and she had
best look for work elsewhere. That
didn’t sound right to her.
Judge Bedrosian enrolled at Suffolk
Law School, where she excelled. She
earned a clerkship with Rhode Island
Supreme
Court
Justice
Thomas
Paolino. After her clerkship, she rose
quickly in the legal profession, serving
as an assistant general counsel for the
Providence & Worcester Railroad, representing children in private practice
and serving as a special assistant to
the Rhode Island Attorney General in
the Criminal Division.
In 1980, Rhode Island Governor J. Joseph Garrahy nominated her to serve
on Rhode Island’s family court, making
her the first woman to sit on the family court bench. Over the course of her
tenure, she has built a reputation for
fairness, compassion, and thorough
command of the law. She has deftly
handled some of the most complex and
difficult cases to come before the
Court.
She rose to the position of chief
judge on the family court in 2010—another first for a woman in Rhode Island—where she has proven herself an
able leader. She has promoted mediation as a way to resolve challenging
family disputes more quickly and with
less stress on the parties involved. She
has advocated for improvements to the
way juveniles are treated in our justice
system, both at the State and Federal
levels. She has worked to combat
human trafficking and sexual violence.
And she has expanded the family treatment drug court, a smart and effective
program to address drug offenses that
involve youth and families.
In addition to her good work in the
courtroom, Judge Bedrosian has contributed a great deal to her community. She remains a committed member of the congregation of Saints
Vartanantz
Armenian
Apostolic
Church in Providence where she is a
frequent volunteer. She has also founded and served as president of the Rhode
Island Trial Judges Association.
We will miss Judge Bedrosian’s
steady hand and compassionate, reasoned rulings on the bench. But we
wish her well in the next chapter of her
life. Best of luck, Your Honor.∑
f

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
At 2 p.m., a message from the House
of Representatives, delivered by Mr.
Novotny, one of its reading clerks, announced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:
H.R. 2130. An act to provide legal certainty
to property owners along the Red River in
Texas, and for other purposes.
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MEASURES REFERRED
The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:
H.R. 2130. An act to provide legal certainty
to property owners along the Red River in
Texas, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.
f

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS
The following petitions and memorials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:
POM–124. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Alabama applying
to the United States Congress, pursuant to
Article V of the Constitution of the United
States, to call a convention of the states
limited to proposing amendments that impose fiscal restraints on the federal government, limit the power and jurisdiction of the
federal government, and limit the terms of
office of federal government officials; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 112
Whereas, the Founders of our Constitution
empowered state legislators to be guardians
of liberty against future abuses of power by
the federal government; and
Whereas, the federal government has created a crushing national debt through improper and imprudent spending; and
Whereas, the federal government has invaded the legitimate roles of the states
through the manipulative process of federal
mandates, most of which are unfunded to a
great extent; and
Whereas, the federal government has
ceased to live under a proper interpretation
of the Constitution of the United States; and
Whereas, it is the solemn duty of the
states to protect the liberty of our people,
particularly for the generations to come, to
propose amendments to the Constitution of
the United States through a Convention of
the States under Article V to place clear restraints on these and related abuses of
power: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved by the Legislature of Alabama, both
houses thereof concurring, That the Legislature of the State of Alabama hereby applies
to Congress, under the provisions of Article
V of the Constitution of the United States,
for the calling of a convention of the states
limited to proposing amendments that impose fiscal restraints on the federal government, limit the power and jurisdiction of the
federal government, and limit the terms of
office for its officials. This is an application
for a Convention of States. By definition, a
Convention of States requires the equality of
all state parties necessitating a rule of one
state, one vote. Congress has no authority to
adopt any rule to the contrary; and be it further
Resolved, This application is adopted with
the understanding that the Legislature will,
by law or rule, create rules for its appointment of delegates to any Convention of
States, including rules that govern the duty
of commissioners or delegates to strictly adhere to the limited subject matter of the
convention contained in the state’s application; and be it further
Resolved, That the Secretary of State is
hereby directed to transmit copies of this application to the President and Secretary of
the United States Senate and to the Speaker
and Clerk of the United States House of Representatives, and to the members of the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States Congress from this state; and
to also transmit copies hereof to the presiding officers of each of the legislative
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houses in the several states, requesting their
cooperation; and be it further
Resolved, That this application constitutes
a continuing application in accordance with
Article V of the Constitution of the United
States until the Legislatures of at least twothirds of the several states have made applications on the same subject.
POM–125. A communication from a citizen
of the State of Illinois memorializing the
State of Illinois’s petition to the United
States Congress calling for a constitutional
convention for the purpose of proposing
amendments; to the Committee on the Judiciary.
f

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
The following reports of committees
were submitted:
By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations:
Special Report entitled ‘‘Legislative Activities Report of the Committee on Foreign
Relations, United States Senate, One Hundred Thirteenth Congress’’ (Rept. No. 114–
178).
By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, without amendment and
with a preamble:
S. Res. 189. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate regarding the 25th anniversary of democracy in Mongolia.
By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute and with a preamble:
S. Res. 320. A resolution congratulating the
people of Burma on their commitment to
peaceful elections.
By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, without amendment and
with an amended preamble:
S. Res. 326. A resolution celebrating the
135th anniversary of diplomatic relations between the United States and Romania.
f

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE
The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:
By Mr. GRASSLEY for the Committee on
the Judiciary.
Dana J. Boente, of Virginia, to be United
States Attorney for the Eastern District of
Virginia for the term of four years.
Robert Lloyd Capers, of New York, to be
United States Attorney for the Eastern District of New York for the term of four years.
John P. Fishwick, Jr., of Virginia, to be
United States Attorney for the Western District of Virginia for the term of four years.
Emily Gray Rice, of New Hampshire, to be
United States Attorney for the District of
New Hampshire for the term of four years.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommendation that they be confirmed.)
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS
The following bills and joint resolutions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous consent, and referred as indicated:
By Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr.
LEE):
S. 2383. A bill to withdraw certain Bureau
of Land Management land in the State of
Utah from all forms of public appropriation,
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to provide for the shared management of the
withdrawn land by the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of the Air Force to facilitate enhanced weapons testing and pilot
training, enhance public safety, and provide
for continued public access to the withdrawn
land, to provide for the exchange of certain
Federal land and State land, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.
By Mr. FLAKE:
S. 2384. A bill to amend the Public Utility
Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 to provide for
the consideration by State regulatory authorities and nonregulated electric utilities
of whether subsidies should be provided for
the deployment, construction, maintenance,
or operation of a customer-side technology;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources .
By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr.
FLAKE):
S. 2385. A bill to strengthen protections for
the remaining populations of wild elephants,
rhinoceroses, and other imperiled species
through country-specific anti-poaching efforts and anti-trafficking strategies, to promote the value of wildlife and natural resources, to curtail the demand for illegal
wildlife products in consumer countries, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Relations.
By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and
Mr. SCHUMER):
S. 2386. A bill to authorize the establishment of the Stonewall National Historic Site
in the State of New York as a unit of the National Park System, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.
By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. SANDERS,
Ms. WARREN, and Mr. MERKLEY):
S. 2387. A bill to restore protections for Social Security, Railroad retirement, and
Black Lung benefits from administrative offset; to the Committee on Finance.
By Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Mr.
LEE):
S. 2388. A bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to provide for reciprocal marketing approval of certain drugs,
biological products, and devices that are authorized to be lawfully marketed abroad, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Ms.
CANTWELL):
S. 2389. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to extend the rural addon payment in the Medicare home health
benefit, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Finance.
By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and
Mr. LEAHY):
S. 2390. A bill to provide adequate protections for whistleblowers at the Federal Bureau of Investigation; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.
By Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Mr.
MARKEY, and Mr. MERKLEY):
S. 2391. A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to permanently extend certain energy tax provisions; to the Committee
on Finance.
By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):
S. 2392. A bill to enhance beneficiary and
provider protections and improve transparency in the Medicare Advantage market,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.
By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself and
Mr. BLUMENTHAL):
S. 2393. A bill to extend temporarily the extended period of protection for members of
uniformed services relating to mortgages,
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mortgage foreclosure, and eviction, and for
other purposes; considered and passed.
By Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Mr. SESSIONS):
S. 2394. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to improve the H–1B
visa program, to repeal the diversity visa
lottery program, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.
By Mr. MCCAIN (for himself, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. FLAKE, and Mr. SCHUMER):
S. 2395. A bill to reauthorize the State
Criminal Alien Assistance Program, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Judiciary.
By Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Mr.
PERDUE):
S. 2396. A bill to designate the Federal
building and United States courthouse located at 121 Spring Street SE in Gainesville,
Georgia, as the ‘‘Sidney Olsin Smith, Jr.
Federal Building and United States Courthouse’’; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.
By Mr. REID (for himself, Mr.
FRANKEN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. LEAHY,
Mr. BOOKER, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mr.
SCHUMER):
S. 2397. A bill to amend the Child Abuse
Prevention and Treatment Act to authorize
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
to make grants to States that extend or
eliminate unexpired statutes of limitation
applicable to laws involving child sexual
abuse; to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
By Mr. SANDERS:
S. 2398. A bill to provide benefits and services to workers who have lost their jobs or
have experienced a reduction in wages or
hours due to the transition to clean energy,
to amend the National Labor Relations Act
to establish an efficient system to enable
employees to form, join, or assist labor organizations, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.
By Mr. SANDERS:
S. 2399. A bill to provide for emissions reductions, and for other purposes; to the Committee on Finance.
By Mr. MCCAIN (for himself and Ms.
AYOTTE):
S.J. Res. 28. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Secretary of Agriculture
relating to inspection of fish of the order
Siluriformes; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
f

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS
The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:
By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself and
Mr. REID):
S. Res. 333. A resolution to direct the Senate Legal Counsel to appear as amicus curiae
in the name of the Senate in Bank Markazi,
The Central Bank of Iran v. Deborah D.
Peterson, et al. (S. Ct.); considered and
agreed to.
f

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS
S. 469

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S.
469, a bill to improve the reproductive
assistance provided by the Department
of Defense and the Department of Veterans Affairs to severely wounded, ill,
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