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Thursday, November 19, 2015

Dazily Digest

HIGHLIGHTS

Senate agreed to H. Con. Res. 95, Adjournment Resolution.

Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages $8113-S8180

Measures Introduced: Twenty-seven bills and four
resolutions were introduced, as follows: S.
2305-2331, S. Res. 319-321, and S. Con. Res. 25.

Pages S8159-60

Measures Passed:

Surface Transportation Extension Act: Senate
passed H.R. 3996, to provide an extension of Fed-
eral-aid highway, highway safety, motor carrier safe-
ty, transit, and other programs funded out of the
Highway Trust Fund. Page S8126

Program Management Improvement Account-
ability Act: Senate passed S. 1550, to amend title
31, United States Code, to establish entities tasked
with improving program and project management in
certain Federal agencies, after agreeing to the com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a substitute, and
the following amendment proposed thereto:

Pages S8171-73

McConnell (for Ernst) Amendment No. 2873, rel-
ative to the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2016. Page S8172

National Sea Grant College Program Amend-
ments Act: Senate passed S. 2328, to reauthorize and
amend the National Sea Grant College Program Act.

Pages S8173-74

Drive Safer Sunday: Senate agreed to S. Res.
319, designating November 29, 2015, as “Drive
Safer Sunday”. Pages S8174-75

Adjournment Resolution: Senate agreed to H.
Con. Res. 95, providing for a conditional adjourn-
ment of the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate.

Page S8175

National Entrepreneurs’ Day: Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation was dis-
charged from further consideration of S. Res. 314,
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expressing support for designation of the third Tues-
day in November as “National Entrepreneurs’ Day”,
and the resolution was then agreed to. Page S8175

Measures Considered:

Transportation, Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act:
Senate continued consideration of H.R. 2577, mak-
ing appropriations for the Departments of Transpor-
tation, and Housing and Urban Development, and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2016, taking action on the following amend-
ments proposed thereto: Pages S8119-24, S8126

Pending:

Collins/Reed Amendment No. 2812, in the nature
of a substitute. Page S8119

Collins/Reed Amendment No. 2813 (to Amend-
ment No. 2812), to make a technical amendment.

Page S8119

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that the motion to invoke cloture on Collins/
Reed Amendment No. 2812 (listed above), be with-
drawn. Page S8126

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that the motion to invoke cloture on the bill,
be withdrawn. Page S8126

House Messages:

Improving Access to Emergency Psychiatric Care
Act: Senate concurred in the amendment of the
House to S. 599, to extend and expand the Medicaid
emergency psychiatric demonstration project.

Page S8175

Appointments:

Congressional Award Board: The Chair, on be-
half of the Democratic Leader, pursuant to Public
Law 96-114, as amended, appointed the following
individual to the Congressional Award Board: Karlos
R. LaSane II of Nevada. Page S8170

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations:
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By a unanimous vote of 95 yeas (Vote No. EX.
309), Peter William Bodde, of Maryland, to be Am-
bassador to Libya. Pages S8135, S8179-80

Elisabeth I. Millard, of Virginia, to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Tajikistan.

Pages S8135, S8179-80

Marc Jonathan Sievers, of Maryland, to be Ambas-
sador to the Sultanate of Oman. Pages S8135, S8179-80

Deborah R. Malac, of Virginia, to be Ambassador
to the Republic of Uganda. Pages S$8135, S8179-80

Lisa J. Peterson, of Virginia, to be Ambassador to
the Kingdom of Swaziland. Pages S8135, S8179-80

H. Dean Pittman, of the District of Columbia, to
be Ambassador to the Republic of Mozambique.

Pages S8135, S8179-80

Derek Tai-Ching Kan, of California, to be a Di-
rector of the Amtrak Board of Directors for a term
of five years.

8 Coast Guard nominations in the rank of admi-
ral.

Routine lists in the Coast Guard.

Shelly Colleen Lowe, of Arizona, to be a Member
of the National Council on the Humanities for a
term expiring January 26, 2018.

Steven M. Wellner, of the District of Columbia,
to be an Associate Judge of the Superior Court of
the District of Columbia for the term of fifteen
years.

William Ward Nooter, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be an Associate Judge of the Superior Court
of the District of Columbia for the term of fifteen
years.

Juan Carlos Iturregui, of Maryland, to be a Mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the Inter-American
Foundation for a term expiring June 26, 2020.

Luis A. Viada, of New York, to be a Member of
the Board of Directors of the Inter-American Foun-
dation for a term expiring September 20, 2018.

Diane Helen Rodriguez, of California, to be a
Member of the National Council on the Arts for a
term expiring September 3, 2018.

Francine Berman, of New York, to be a Member
of the National Council on the Humanities for a
term expiring January 26, 2020.

Patricia Nelson Limerick, of Colorado, to be a
Member of the National Council on the Humanities
for a term expiring January 26, 2018.

Ann Calvaresi Barr, of Maryland, to be Inspector
General, United States Agency for International De-
velopment.

Victoria A. Lipnic, of Virginia, to be a Member
of the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
for a term expiring July 1, 2020.

Michael Herman Michaud, of Maine, to be Assist-
ant Secretary of Labor for Veterans’ Employment and
Training. Pages S8170-71, H8179-80
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Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nominations:

Georgette Mosbacher, of New York, to be a Mem-
ber of the United States Advisory Commission on
Public Diplomacy for a term expiring July 1, 2018.

Phillip H. Cullom, of Illinois, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Defense.

Daniel B. Maffei, of New York, to be a Federal
Maritime Commissioner for a term expiring June 30,
2017.

Swati A. Dandekar, of Iowa, to be United States
Director of the Asian Development Bank, with the
rank of Ambassador.

Harry R. Hoglander, of Massachusetts, to be a
Member of the National Mediation Board for a term
expiring July 1, 2017.

Patrick Pizzella, of Virginia, to be a Member of
the Federal Labor Relations Authority for a term of
five years expiring July 1, 2020.

88 Air Force nominations in the rank of general.

2 Army nominations in the rank of general.

Routine lists in the Air Force, Army, Coast
Guard, Foreign Service, and Navy. Pages S8176-79

Messages from the House: Page S8157
Measures Referred: Page S8158
Measures Placed on the Calendar: Page S8158
Measures Read the First Time: Page S8158
Enrolled Bills Presented: Page S8158

Executive Communications: Pages S8158-59

Petitions and Memorials: Page S8159

Executive Reports of Committees: Page S8159

Additional Cosponsors: Pages S8160-62

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:
Pages S8162-67

Additional Statements: Pages S$8154-57

Amendments Submitted: Pages S8167-70

Notices of Intent: Page S8170

Authorities for Committees to Meet: Page S8170

Record Votes: One record vote was taken today.
(Total—309) Page S8135

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed, pursuant to the provisions of H. Con. Res.
95, at 6:34 p.m., until 3 p.m. on Monday, Novem-
ber 30, 2015. (For Senate’s program, see the remarks
of the Majority Leader in today’s Record on pages
S8175-76.)
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Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

NOMINATIONS

Committee on Armed Services: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine the nominations of Alissa M.
Starzak, of New York, to be General Counsel of the
Department of the Army, Franklin R. Parker, of Illi-
nois, to be an Assistant Secretary of the Navy, John
Conger, of Maryland, to be a Principal Deputy
Under Secretary, and Stephen P. Welby, of Mary-
land, to be an Assistant Secretary, all of the Depart-
ment of Defense, after the nominees testified and an-
swered questions in their own behalf.

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: Committee
ordered favorably reported the following business
items:

S. 329, to amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
to designate certain segments of the Farmington
River and Salmon Brook in the State of Connecticut
as components of the National Wild and Scenic Riv-
ers System, with an amendment;

S. 556, to protect and enhance opportunities for
recreational hunting, fishing, and shooting, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute;

S. 782, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to
establish a bison management plan for Grand Can-
yon National Park;

S. 1583, to authorize the expansion of an existing
hydroelectric project, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute;

S. 1592, to clarify the description of certain Fed-
eral land under the Northern Arizona Land Exchange
and Verde River Basin Partnership Act of 2005 to
include additional land in the Kaibab National For-
est;

S. 1694, to amend Public Law 103—434 to au-
thorize Phase III of the Yakima River Basin Water
Enhancement Project for the purposes of improving
water management in the Yakima River basin, with
an amendment in the nature of a substitute;

S. 1941 and H.R. 2223, bills to authorize, direct,
expedite, and facilitate a land exchange in El Paso
and Teller Counties, Colorado;

S. 1942 and H.R. 1554, bills to require a land
conveyance involving the Elkhorn Ranch and the
White River National Forest in the State of Colo-
rado;

S. 2046, to authorize the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission to issue an order continuing a
stay of a hydroelectric license for the Mahoney Lake
hydroelectric project in the State of Alaska;
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S. 2069, to amend the Omnibus Public Land
Management Act of 2009 to modify provisions relat-
ing to certain land exchanges in the Mt. Hood Wil-
derness in the State of Oregon, with amendments;

S. 2083, to extend the deadline for commence-
ment of construction of a hydroelectric project;

H.R. 373, to direct the Secretary of the Interior
and Secretary of Agriculture to expedite access to
certain Federal land under the administrative juris-
diction of each Secretary for good Samaritan search-
and-recovery missions;

H.R. 1324, to adjust the boundary of the Arapaho
National Forest, Colorado; and

The nominations of Suzette M. Kimball, of West
Virginia, to be Director of the United States Geo-
logical Survey, Department of the Interior, and Vic-
toria Marie Baecher Wassmer, of Illinois, to be
Under Secretary, John Francis Kotek, of Idaho, to be
an Assistant Secretary (Nuclear Energy), and Cherry
Ann Murray, of Kansas, to be Director of the Office
of Science, all of the Department of Energy.

DEMOCRATIC TRANSITIONS IN
SOUTHEAST ASIA

Committee on Foreign Relations: Subcommittee on East
Asia, the Pacific, and International Cybersecurity
Policy concluded a hearing to examine democratic
transitions in Southeast Asia, after receiving testi-
mony from Scott Busby, Deputy Assistant Secretary
for East Asia and the Pacific, Bureau of Democracy,
Human Rights, and Labor, and James Carouso, Act-
ing Deputy Assistant Secretary for Maritime and
Mainland Southeast Asian Affairs, Bureau of East
Asian and Pacific Affairs, both of the Department of
State; Mark Green, International Republican Insti-
tute, and Murray Hiebert, Center for Strategic and
International Studies, both of Washington, D.C.; and
Kelley Currie, Project 2049 Institute, Arlington,
Virginia.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
Jairs: Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations
concluded a hearing to examine human trafficking,
after receiving testimony from Washington Deputy
Attorney General Darwin P. Roberts, Olympia; and
Yiota G. Souras, The National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children, Alexandria, Virginia.

IMPACT OF ISIS AND REFUGEE
RESETTLEMENT

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
Jairs: Committee concluded a hearing to examine the
impact of ISIS on the homeland and refugee resettle-
ment, after receiving testimony from Anne C. Rich-
ard, Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau of
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Population, Refugees, and Migration; Leon Rodri-
guez, Director, Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices, Department of Homeland Security; Peter Ber-
gen, New America, and Daveed Gartenstein-Ross,
Foundation for Defense of Democracies, both of
Washington, D.C.; Brian Michael Jenkins, RAND
Corporation, and Lavinia Limon, U.S. Committee for
Refugees and Immigrants, both of Arlington, Vir-
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ginia; and Eric P. Schwartz, University of Minnesota
Humphrey School of Public Affairs, Minneapolis.

INTELLIGENCE

Select Committee on Intelligence: Committee held closed

hearings on intelligence matters, receiving testimony

from officials of the intelligence community.
Committee recessed subject to the call.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 47 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 4079-4126; and 11 resolutions, H.]J.
Res. 74; H. Con. Res. 95-99; and H. Res. 534-438,
were introduced. Pages H8409-12

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H8414-15

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows:

H.R. 3842, to improve homeland security, includ-
ing domestic preparedness and response to terrorism,
by reforming Federal Law Enforcement Training
Centers to provide training to first responders, and
for other purposes, with an amendment (H. Rept.
114-343, Part 1);

H.R. 2899, to amend the Homeland Security Act
of 2002 to authorize the Office for Countering Vio-
lent Extremism, with an amendment (H. Rept.
114-344),

H.R. 3490, to amend the Homeland Security Act
of 2002 to authorize the National Computer
Forensics Institute, and for other purposes, with an
amendment (H. Rept. 114-345, Part 1);

S. 611, to amend the Safe Drinking Water Act to
reauthorize technical assistance to small public water
systems, and for other purposes (H. Rept. 114-346);

H.R. 8, to modernize energy infrastructure, build
a 21st century energy and manufacturing workforce,
bolster America’s energy security and diplomacy, and
promote energy efficiency and government account-
ability, and for other purposes, with an amendment
(H. Rept. 114-347, Part 1);

H.J. Res. 71, providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of a rule submitted by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency relating to Standards of Performance
for Greenhouse Gas Emissions from New, Modified,
and Reconstructed Stationary Sources: Electric Util-
ity Generating Units” (H. Rept. 114-348); and

H.J. Res. 72, providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of a rule submitted by the Environmental Pro-

tection Agency relating to Carbon Pollution Emis-
sion Guidelines for Existing Stationary Sources: Elec-
tric Utility Generating Units” (H. Rept. 114-349).

Page H8409

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Simpson to act as Speaker
pro tempore for today. Page H8365

Journal: The House agreed to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal by voice vote. Pages H8365, H8400

FORM Act of 2015: The House passed H.R. 3189,
to amend the Federal Reserve Act to establish re-
quirements for policy rules and blackout periods of
the Federal Open Market Committee, to establish re-
quirements for certain activities of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System, and to amend
title 31, United States Code, and to reform the man-
ner in which the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System is audited, by a recorded vote of 241
ayes to 185 noes, Roll No. 641. Consideration began
yesterday, November 18th. Pages H8378-81

Rejected the Matsui motion to recommit the bill
to the Committee on Financial Services with instruc-
tions to report the same back to the House forthwith
with an amendment, by a recorded vote of 182 ayes
to 242 noes, Roll No. 640. Pages H8378-80

H. Res. 529, the rule providing for consideration
of the bills (H.R. 1210) and (H.R. 3189) was agreed
to yesterday, November 18th.

American SAFE Act of 2015: The House passed
H.R. 4038, to require that supplemental certifi-
cations and background investigations be completed
prior to the admission of certain aliens as refugees,
by a recorded vote of 289 ayes to 137 noes, Roll No.
643. Pages H8381-H8400
Rejected the Thompson (MS) motion to recommit
the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary with in-
structions to report the same back to the House
forthwith with an amendment, by a yea-and-nay vote

of 180 yeas to 244 nays, Roll No. 642.
Pages H8397-99
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H. Res. 531, the rule providing for consideration
of the bill (H.R. 4038) was agreed to by a recorded
vote of 242 ayes to 183 noes, Roll No. 639, after
the previous question was ordered by a yea-and-nay
vote of 243 yeas to 182 nays, Roll No. 638.

Pages H8367-78

Committee on Ways and Means—Communica-
tion: Read a letter from Chairman Brady (TX)
wherein he notified the House, pursuant to Section
8002 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, in order
to fill the House majority vacancy on the Joint
Committee on Taxation created by the resignation of
the Hon. Paul D. Ryan from the Committee, Rep-
resentative Nunes has been designated to serve on
the Committee. Page H8400

Adjournment Resolution: The House agreed to H.
Con. Res. 95, providing for an conditional adjourn-
ment of the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate.

Page H8402

Meeting Hour: Agreed by unanimous consent that
when the House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet
at 5 p.m. on Friday, November 20th, unless it soon-
er has received a message from the Senate transmit-
ting its concurrence in H. Con. Res. 95, in which
case the House shall stand adjourned pursuant to
that concurrent resolution. Page H8402

Senate Message: Message received from the Senate
today appears on page H8400.

Quorum Calls—Votes: Two yea-and-nay votes and
four recorded votes developed during the proceedings
of today and appear on pages H8377-78, H8378,
H8379-80, H8380-81, H8399, and
H8399-H8400. There were no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 9:30 a.m. and at
3:19 p.m., the House stands adjourned until 2 p.m.
on Monday, November 30, 2015, pursuant to H.
Con. Res. 95.

Committee Meetings

ADVANCING THE SCIENCE AND
ACCEPTANCE OF AUTONOMY FOR FUTURE
DEFENSE SYSTEMS

Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Emerg-
ing Threats and Capabilities held a hearing entitled
Advancing the Science and Acceptance of Autonomy
for Future Defense Systems”. Testimony was heard
from Greg L. Zacharias, Chief Scientist of the U.S.
Air Force; Frank Kelley, Deputy Assistant Secretary
of the Navy for Unmanned Systems; and Jonathan
Bornstein, Chief, Autonomous System Division, Ve-
hicle Technology Directorate, U.S. Army Research
Laboratory.
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U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH PREPAREDNESS FOR
SEASONAL INFLUENZA: HAS THE
RESPONSE IMPROVED?

Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations held a hearing entitled
U.S. Public Health Preparedness for Seasonal Influ-
enza: Has the Response Improved?”. Testimony was
heard from Anne Schuchat, Principal Deputy Direc-
tor, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention;
Karen Midthun, Director, Center for Biologics Eval-
uation and Research, Food and Drug Administration;
Robin Robinson, Director, Biomedical Advanced Re-
search and Development Authority, Office of the As-
sistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response, De-
partment of Health and Human Services; and Carole
Heilman, Director, National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases, Division of Microbiology and In-
fectious Diseases, National Institutes of Health.

THE DISRUPTER SERIES: THE FAST-
EVOLVING USES AND ECONOMIC IMPACTS
OF DRONES

Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on
Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade held a hearing
entitled The Disrupter Series: The Fast-Evolving
Uses and Economic Impacts of Drones”. Testimony
was heard from public witnesses.

OVERSIGHT OF THE FINANCIAL
STABILITY OVERSIGHT COUNCIL: DUE
PROCESS AND TRANSPARENCY IN NO-
BANK SIFI DESIGNATIONS

Committee on Financial Services: Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations held a hearing entitled
Oversight of the Financial Stability Oversight Coun-
cil: Due Process and Transparency in Non-Bank SIFI
Designations”. Testimony was heard from public
witnesses.

THE GOLDMAN ACT TO RETURN
ABDUCTED AMERICAN CHILDREN:
ENSURING ADMINISTRATION ACTION

Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on Africa,
Global Health, Global Human Rights, and Inter-
national Organizations held a hearing entitled The
Goldman Act to Return Abducted American Chil-
dren: Ensuring Administration Action”. Testimony
was heard from Michele Thoren Bond, Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Consular Affairs, Department of
State; and public witnesses.

THE SYRIAN REFUGEE CRISIS AND ITS
IMPACT ON THE SECURITY OF THE U.S.
REFUGEE ADMISSIONS PROGRAM

Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on Immi-
gration and Border Security held a hearing entitled
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The Syrian Refugee Crisis and Its Impact on the Se-
curity of the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program”.
Testimony was heard from Anne C. Richard, Assist-
ant Secretary, Bureau of Population, Refugees, and
Migration, Department of State; Leon Rodriguez,
Director, United States Citizenship and Immigration
Services; and public witnesses.

IMPROVING SIZE STANDARDS FOR SMALL
FARMERS AND RANCHERS

Committee on Small Business: Subcommittee on Agri-
culture, Energy and Trade held a hearing entitled
Improving Size Standards for Small Farmers and
Ranchers”. Testimony was heard from Representative
Bost; and public witnesses.
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Joint Meetings

EVERY CHILD ACHIEVES ACT CONFERENCE

Conferees agreed to file a conference report on the dif-
ferences between the Senate and House passed
versions of S. 1177, to reauthorize the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to ensure that
every child achieves, with amendments.

R —

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR FRIDAY,
NOVEMBER 20, 2015

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)

Senate
No meetings/hearings scheduled.
House

No hearings are scheduled.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
3 p.m., Monday, November 30 2 p.m., Monday, November 30
Senate Chamber House Chamber

Program for Monday: After the transaction of any  Program for Monday: House will meet at 2 p.m. for
morning business (not to extend beyond 5 p.m.), Senate  legislative business.

will begin consideration of the nomination of Gayle

Smith, of Ohio, to be Administrator of the United States

Agency for International Development, and vote on con-

firmation of the nomination at approximately 5:30 p.m.
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