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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
November 4, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable GLENN
THOMPSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———————

THIRTY-EIGHT PERCENT OF THE
COUNTRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to congratulate the House
of Representatives, the Republican
Conference, and my friend PAUL RYAN
for his election to be Speaker of the
House. Those on the other side of the
aisle are lucky to have him.

It is sad that he had to promise Mem-
bers of his Conference in writing to not
address a national issue on behalf of
the American people. He had to swear

that he would not allow a vote on im-
migration reform as long as President
Obama, well, is President Obama. The
new Speaker had to promise to put
party unity ahead of national public
policy in order to be elected Speaker.

One of my colleagues from Alabama,
who was so vehement in his opposition
to immigration, came to the floor last
week to read Speaker RYAN’s pledge
into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

So the Congress that did nothing on
immigration reform for the last 2 years
will do nothing for the remainder of
the President’s term. It is really stun-
ning. You must promise to do nothing
in order to be Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

Maybe those on the other side of the
aisle will come up with a new oath of
office for leadership positions: Raise
your right hand and repeat after me,
they will say. I swear I will not let
anything happen on my watch. I will
faithfully uphold and defend the prin-
ciples of the do-nothing Congress and
pledge allegiance to the do-nothingness
for which it stands; that I will ignore
all cries for help, no matter how loud
from the American people; that I will
not let public policy get in the way of
party politics; and that party unity is
more important than the United States
of America, so help me Tea Party.

Why would one faction within the
Republican Party demand a promise
from the new Speaker that he not
bring up any immigration legislation
to the floor? Because the opponents of
immigration and immigration reform
would lose. They must demand from
the Speaker that the majority not rule
in the House of Representatives be-
cause the opponents of immigration
know they are actually the minority.

This is a telling moment for the Re-
publican Party, and it is not confined
to immigration. The majority of the
country supports Planned Parenthood
continuing to provide basic health
services and contraception to women.

But playing to a smaller segment of
their base, Republicans threaten to
close down the government in order to
block its funding. They want the mi-
nority to rule, and they want the tail
to wag the dog.

On the environment, in the wake of
decades of scientific evidence that
human beings have helped to cause cli-
mate change, what is the Republican
response? Do nothing. It is a liberal
hoax, they say. We can buy another
beach house farther inland when the
beach house is, well, farther inland.

Members on the other side of the
aisle celebrate the antics of a county
clerk who refuses to follow the law and
do her job, which includes issuing mar-
riage licenses to two men or two
women who want to spend their lives
together.

Maybe House Republicans think they
are standing on principle, but the ma-
jority of the country has been fighting
against exclusion, second-class treat-
ment, and bigotry for decades. The rest
of us have embraced equality. We sup-
port voting rights, the same pay for
the same work, and police in commu-
nities that protect and serve, not just
stop and frisk.

Here in Congress, as we saw last
week with the discharge petition to
preserve the Export-Import Bank,
sometimes the majority can break the
gridlock of this minority and actually
take action.

As we saw last week on the bipar-
tisan budget and debt ceiling vote,
sometimes Republican leaders take ac-
tion for the good of the country, de-
spite the calls from the do-nothing cau-
cus, well, to do nothing.

On all these matters, do nothingness
comes with a cost. It is the cost of de-
ported immigrants, and businesses that
cannot hire people legally, of women
who are denied lifesaving health
screenings, honoring families as first-
class citizens no matter who heads
them, a cleaner planet, and safer neigh-
borhoods.
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There is a political cost as well. A
colleague from South Carolina summed
it up in the documentary ‘‘Immigra-
tion Battle” on PBS Frontline, which I
also appeared in. Addressing a group of
Republican voters in his district, Con-
gressman MICK MULVANEY said, ‘At
some point, we are going to have to fig-
ure out that if you take the entire Af-
rican American community and write
them off, take the entire Hispanic com-
munity and write them off, take the
entire Libertarian community and
write them off, take the entire gay
community and write them off, what is
left? About 38 percent of the country.”
The Congressman concludes by saying,
“You cannot win with 38 percent of the
country.” You want to know some-
thing? He is right.

We know from the environment, from
the fight for marriage equality, the
fight for civil rights, the fight to mod-
ernize our immigration system, that
taking no action is precisely the prob-
lem.

I think the new Speaker understands
this, and someday I hope my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle agree
with him and let the majority rule in
the people’s House.

———

THE AMERICAN CHESTNUT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Cos-
TELLO of Pennsylvania). The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today I rise to recognize
the efforts in Pennsylvania and Penn-
sylvania’s Fifth Congressional District
to reintroduce the American chestnut
tree.

Before the 1900s, the American chest-
nut was the dominant tree in the east-
ern United States. In fact, in my home
State of Pennsylvania, it comprised
roughly 25 percent of all hardwoods.
Blight struck these trees beginning in
1904, and by 1950, the American chest-
nut was nearly wiped out of our forests.

Mr. Speaker, efforts over the past
several years have focused on reintro-
ducing this hardwood, the American
chestnut, by making it more resilient
to blight. I am proud to say that re-
introduction efforts are taking place at
several sites in Pennsylvania’s Fifth
Congressional District in Centre Coun-
ty, Clinton County, and Elk County.

This past week, the Pennsylvania
State University’s chapter of the
American Chestnut Foundation held
its annual meeting, highlighting the
work of researchers, along with the
contributions of volunteers, to the re-
introduction of the American chestnut.

As chairman of the House Agri-
culture Subcommittee on Conservation
and Forestry, I commend those advo-
cates for their dedication, their re-
search, their efforts to the reintroduc-
tion of this species; and I look forward
to lending my support for bringing the
American chestnut back.
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND
BIODIVERSITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, John
Muir, a naturalist, author, and envi-
ronmental philosopher, once said,
“When we try to pick out anything by
itself, we find it hitched to everything
else in the universe.” This couldn’t be
truer when it comes to the effect cli-
mate change is having on the biodiver-
sity of our planet.

We can’t solve the climate change
crisis without realizing how inter-
connected its impacts truly are. The
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change has predicted, assuming that
current trends in burning fossil fuel
continue, by the year 2100, the surface
of the Earth will warm on an average
of 6 degrees Celsius. That kind of po-
tential for rapid and lasting climate
warming poses a significant challenge
for biodiversity conservation.

It may seem obvious, but the places
that plants and animals can exist are
limited by factors such as sunlight,
precipitation, and temperature. A polar
bear can’t exist in Brazil, just as a lion
can’t exist in Antarctica. You won’t
find palm trees in Greenland, just like
you won’t find pine trees in Argentina.

So, as climate changes, the abun-
dance and distribution of plants and
animals will also change. Climate
change alone is expected to threaten
approximately one-quarter, possibly
more, of all species on land with ex-
tinction by the year 2050. That means
climate change will surpass habitat
loss as the biggest threat to life on
land.

Because of climate change, birds lay
eggs earlier in the year, plants bloom
earlier, and mammals come out of hi-
bernation sooner. These changes may
sound insignificant, but they dras-
tically impact the life cycle of each
population and, therefore, any species
that rely on it. We are literally alter-
ing the timeline of nature.

The need to protect plant and ani-
mals species might not be a top pri-
ority for some of my colleagues, but I
urge them to consider the other im-
pacts. Twelve plant species provide ap-
proximately 75 percent of our total
food supply. What is not generally ap-
preciated is that these relatively few
species depend on hundreds and thou-
sands of other species for their produc-
tivity.

Our food supply is not only based on
the food we eat, but insects and birds
that pollinate crop flowers and feed on
crop pests. For example, more than 80
percent of the 264 crops grown in the
European Union depend on insect polli-
nators.

A lack of biodiversity can lead to a
decreased ability to produce medicine,
as key plants are lost to extinction.
And without specific plants, such as
grasses and trees that have evolved to
resist the spread of wildfires or miti-
gate the impacts of flooding, we are
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losing a Kkey shield in protecting
against natural disasters. These are na-
ture’s defenders, and we are losing
them.

In my own backyard, these climate
changes are expected to impact re-
gional biodiversity in a variety of di-
rect and indirect ways. The Chicago
wilderness, which expands across Illi-
nois, Indiana, Wisconsin, and Michigan,
will likely experience changes in the
timing of natural events, such as
blooming, migration, and the onset of
hibernation. It could also cause a loss
of suitable habitat and a disruption of
ecological communities due to dif-
ferent responses to climate change.

These impacts are not limited to our
land, plants, and animals. Changes in
biodiversity will have significant im-
pacts on our waterways as well. In the
Great Lakes, native plant and animal
species will differ wildly in their re-
sponses to changing stream tempera-
ture and hydrology. Wetland plant
communities are continually adapting
to changing water levels. However, the
extreme changes we see as a result of
climate changes, such as droughts and
flooding, create more unstable environ-
ments for species.

Protecting our Dbiodiversity does
more than save plants and animals. It
protects agriculture, medicine, and the
overall safety of our communities.

From the beginning of time, nature
has fed us, cured us and protected us.
Now it is our turn. If we let one piece
fail, we are putting the entire system
at risk. We need to protect plant and
animal species from an ever-changing
climate if we want to secure a healthy
and prosperous future for our children.

I urge my colleagues to stop ignoring
the science and support Federal legis-
lation that acts on climate change and
addresses these grave biological
threats.

————
PERSONAL FAITH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. FORBES) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, today as I
stand on this great floor, a place that
we call the people’s House, I look
across and there is a plaque of Moses,
the great law-giver. While he may not
be staring me in the eye, he stares at
every Speaker, who stands where you
stand today, directly in the eye. Right
above you, there is our national motto
that is even above the flag of the
United States that says, “‘In God we
trust.”

I come here this morning because in
the State of Washington in Bremerton
School District, they take a different
interpretation of that motto. You see,
they believe there that you can trust
in God as long as you don’t trust too
much; that you can be grateful to that
God as long as you are not too grateful.

Last week, they put on administra-
tive leave a young football coach,
Coach Joe Kennedy, not because he
molested a child, not because he wasn’t
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a winning football coach, not even be-
cause he didn’t have good service—be-
cause everyone agreed he had exem-
plary service for the last 8 years—but
the reason was simply because he dared
to offer a personal, private prayer at
the conclusion of a football game
thanking God for protecting his play-
ers and the players on the other foot-
ball team.

Now, the Bremerton School District
is very noble because they say Coach
Kennedy can exercise his faith even
while on duty as long as no one else
can see it.

Mr. Speaker, as the Bremerton
School District cites cases, they do
like so many anti-faith groups do.
They cite the cases, but it is just that
those cases don’t apply to the facts in
this particular situation at all.

This coach is not asking to pray with
students at a mandatory pregame
meeting. He is asking for his freedom
to quietly and personally offer prayer
and thanks for his team and the safety
of his players after the game is over
and the players are heading to greet
their families and friends in the stands.

As a Member of Congress, my faith is
not some kind of coat that I take off
when I walk into the Capitol Building
to perform my legislative duties. And
as a coach, Coach Kennedy’s faith is
not something he sheds when he walks
onto the field.

The Constitution doesn’t require you
to be sequestered to a private room out
of sight and earshot to offer a prayer.
It protects the right of an individual to
visibly express his or her faith, just
like it protects the right of a Muslim
teacher to wear her head scarf or a
Jewish teacher to wear his yarmulke.
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Mr. Speaker, that is why I rise today,
because I hope all across this country
Americans will stand with Coach Ken-
nedy, as we do today, and, in so doing,
send a message to the Bremerton
School District in the State of Wash-
ington that when they trample on even
one young football coach’s religious
liberties and religious freedom, they
trample on the religious freedom and
the religious liberty of all of us.

—————

HONORING JOHN CUSHING ESTY,
JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Connecticut (Ms. ESTY) for 5 minutes.

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to celebrate and reflect on the life of a
great man, John Cushing Esty, Jr., an
education leader, a reformer, a man of
intellect, wit, and joy, a devoted family
man, and my beloved father-in-law of
31 years.

John Cushing Esty was the oldest of
four boys. He was a ham radio operator
and built radios. He learned languages,
was a gifted student, a lover of edu-
cation and words, and he lived a life de-
voted to excellence in education. He
was committed to educational oppor-
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tunity, although he attended some of
the most elite private schools in the
country. But as a leader of those
schools, he pushed them into the mod-
ern era.

In the Air Force, during the Korean
War era, he taught flight nurses—hun-
dreds at a time—not, as he said, ex-
actly tough duty.

As a young dean at Amherst College,
I learned about his commitment to
equal opportunity for all students from
none other than my physician in the
1990s, a man named Marshall Holley, an
African American scholarship student
in the 1950s, one of three students in
his class at Amherst College. He got in
trouble for having told off a professor,
a professor who he believed to be rac-
ist. He risked losing his scholarship
when he received a failing grade.

He was sent to see my father-in-law.
My father-in-law, as a young dean,
said: You know, Marshall, you weren’t
wrong to tell him off. He was wrong to
treat you that way, but you were un-
wise to tell him off before you got your
final grade. I will fix your grade, but
you have to be wiser in the future.

As headmaster of the Taft School in
my district, Watertown, Connecticut,
in the 1960s—a tumultuous time—John
Esty led as an education leader, but he
also led in the cause of what at the
time was quaintly called coeducation.
Much over the objection of many alum-
ni, some of the present students and
faculty, he pushed for coeducation, and
successfully so. He did it because he
knew that educational opportunity and
excellence could only happen when op-
portunities were provided for young
women as well as young men.

As a trustee of Amherst College, his
alma mater, he successfully fought for
that institution to become coeduca-
tional over the objection of, among
others, his own father.

As a reformer, as the head of the Na-
tional Association of Independent
Schools, he helped create a program
called A Better Chance. That took his
commitment to equal opportunity for
young men and women of disadvan-
taged backgrounds to lead to a na-
tional effort in scholarship programs
around this country.

One of those examples of A Better
Chance scholar is Governor Deval Pat-
rick of Massachusetts, who credits his
time as A Better Chance scholar at
Milton Academy having transformed
his life from the south side of Chicago
to become one of this country’s lead-
ers. Similar scholarships also were
adopted in other schools around the
country, including one Punahou School
in Hawaii, whose scholarship student
Barack Obama graduated in 1979.

My father-in-law devoted his life to
excellence in education, but he lived
the life as well. Not only did he care
about excellent education in private
schools, but he fought for it in public
schools. He served on the elected board
of education in his town of Concord,
Massachusetts, and all four of his sons
went to public schools.
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He was a man of merriment and wit
and joy. He loved learning. We first
met in 1978 and bonded over an argu-
ment over the correct pronunciation of
a word. In classic John Esty style, he
went to the dictionary that was in the
dining room, and we looked up the
word. I happened to be right. I don’t re-
member the word. He doesn’t, either.
But I pronounced it correctly, and he
knew that we had bonded for life.

He 1loved children, especially his
grandchildren. He told them amazing
stories often, getting them so worked
up they wouldn’t go to bed, but they
loved his story, especially Jimmy
Bond, the young James Bond stories,
which would have them in delights.

John, you will be loved and missed by
Katherine Esty, your wife of 60 years,
and all four of your sons: my husband,
Dan; my brother-in-law, Paul, and his
wife, Vanda; my brother-in-law, Ben,
and his wife, Raquel; my brother-in-
law, Jed, and his wife, Andrea; the
many grandchildren: Sarah, Thomas,
Jonathan, Marc, Julie, Victor, Jonah,
Maya, Aliya, and Asher.

You shared your love of life, of
music, of stories, of education, and of
making a difference with all of us. You
lived a full 87 years, a committed serv-
ant of this great country, a believer in
educational opportunity, and a gift for
joy. You will be greatly missed. Thank
you, and Godspeed, John Esty.

————

PEACE OFFICERS ARE A CUT
ABOVE THE REST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently a Hollywood filmmaker joined
protesters and marched in an
antipolice rally in New York City.

He referred to peace officers as mur-
derers. His hateful rhetoric called for
violence against law enforcement, say-
ing: ‘I have to call a murderer a mur-
derer, and I have to call a murder a
murder,”’ adding that he is on the side
of the ones who confront and are con-
fronted by police. His comments en-
courage mischief and crimes against
peace officers.

For the haters to justify lawlessness
in response to perceived lawless acts by
the police is idiotic. Bad cops, like bad
citizens, should face a judge in a court
of law. However, communities cannot
be burned, looted, or destroyed by cop
haters because some police officer al-
legedly committed a crime. Nor can
crimes against police be encouraged,
tolerated, or justified because some
other officer is accused of doing some-
thing improper. Otherwise, there is
mob rule.

The filmmaker, whose occupation is
dedicated to the fake, the false, and to
fiction, made comments 1 week after
New York City lost one of its finest.
Officer Randolph Holder was gunned
down—really, he was assassinated by a
ruthless outlaw—and he was recently
buried. The filmmaker’s self-righteous
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indignation toward law enforcement
only fuels the fire and the war on po-
lice. It promotes anarchy, chaos, and
lawlessness.

The war on police has resulted in the
death of 31 police officers killed in the
line of duty this year, 31 officers who
gave their life and their blood to pro-
tect and serve the rest of us. Cop hat-
ers ought to be ashamed.

The New York police union has called
for a Dboycott of the Hollywood
filmmaker’s films which, interestingly
enough, are riddled with extreme vio-
lence, racist remarks, and more hate
toward police.

It is ironic, Mr. Speaker, that society
expects police officers to protect them,
but they will be the first to criticize of-
ficers for doing their job.

Officers defend the thin blue line be-
tween law and the lawless. Their job is
dangerous. Every day peace officers
run toward chaos that everyone else is
running away from.

Mr. Speaker, in my past life I was a
criminal court judge and a prosecutor
in Houston, Texas. For 30 years I met
peace officers from all over the coun-
try. Some of those officers I met were
later killed. I know peace officers from
New York City, and after we get
through the communication barrier—
as Churchill said, we are separated by a
common language—I have found them
generally to be remarkable people who
do society’s dirty work.

Those peace officers in New York are
constantly on the job, rooting out the
evil in New York City, while protecting
and serving New Yorkers. They go into
the dark dens where crime dwells and
arrest those who would do harm to oth-
ers. They have a thankless job that
most people in America would never
do.

Mr. Speaker, this isn’t Hollywood.
This is real life, where situations can
turn violent in an instant. There is no
fake blood, makeup, or actors. These
lives are real.

Antipolice comments, like these
from Hollywood, should be looked at
for really what they are. It is a com-
mercial by the Hollywood film crowd
to make money off of films that preach
hate and violence by pandering to po-
lice haters.

Mr. Speaker, peace officers wear the
badge or shield or star over their heart.
It is symbolic by where it is placed. As
a protector from the evils that are
committed in our society by protecting
the rest of us, they stand between us
and those who would do us harm.

When I was a kid back in Texas, my
dad and I went to a parade in a small
town called Temple. As the parade was
going by, my dad noticed that I was
looking at a person who was standing
on the corner. He wasn’t in the parade.
He was just watching what was taking
place. It was a local Temple police offi-
cer. Back in those days they didn’t
really have uniforms. They wore a
white shirt, a star, and a cowboy hat,
and jeans.

My dad commented at that time, he
said: “If you are ever in trouble, if you
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ever need help, go to the man or

woman who wears the badge because

they are a cut above the rest of us.”
That statement was true then, and it

is still true today. Mr. Speaker, peace

officers are a cut above the rest of us.
And that is just the way it is.

——————

WE MUST SERVE OUR VETERANS
AS THEY HAVE SERVED US

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ) for 5
minutes.

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor all the men and women who have
courageously served this country and
who continue to sacrifice in order to
preserve the values and the freedoms of
our great Nation.

In 1919, President Wilson spoke the
following words as he commemorated
Armistice Day, better known to us all
as Veterans Day, for the very first
time:

“To us in America, the reflections of
Armistice Day will be filled with sol-
emn pride in the heroism of those who
died in the country’s service and with
gratitude for the victory.”

Now, of course, that was 1919, and it
was a day when Americans reflected on
the lives which were lost during World
War I, ‘““the war to end all wars.” How-
ever, then came World War II and
America’s engagement in Korea. Con-
gress voted to redesignate November 11
as Veterans Day in honor of all our
veterans from all our wars.

Today, of course, there are over 1.4
million men and women in Active
Duty, many of whom have completed
multiple deployments in areas of the
world where there is mass chaos, which
is foreign to many of our young serv-
icemembers. Unfortunately, these serv-
icemembers bring this chaos home,
both physically and mentally.

Here are some staggering numbers
from a recent report by the University
of Southern California:

Over two-thirds of today’s veterans
report difficulties adjusting to civilian
life.

Nearly 8 in 10 servicemembers leave
the military without a job lined up.

In the area I represent, in Orange
County, nearly a quarter of the vet-
erans with jobs are earning at or below
the poverty level.

These numbers,
very unacceptable.

In 2014, an estimate of almost 50,000
veterans were living in shelters, on the
streets, or in other places not meant
for human population. This is 11 per-
cent of the adult homeless population.
According to a number of studies, both
male and female veterans are more
likely to be homeless than their non-
veteran counterparts.

How does that make sense? These
men and women are brave. They are
skilled. They are critical thinkers.
They are dedicated. They are loyal.
They love their country.

quite frankly, are
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So what has gone wrong? We must
not only commit to figuring out how
we are failing these young men and
women, but once we do, we have to be
held responsible for providing the nec-
essary resources to help them succeed
outside of the military.

I understand this is a significant
commitment at a time of tight budgets
and the changing nature of war, and
that there is no one-size-fits-all solu-
tion. In California, for example, there
are 1.8 million veterans. We make up 8
percent of the total U.S. veteran popu-
lation.

According to the State of California,
California anticipates receiving an ad-
ditional 30,000 discharged members of
the armed services each year for the
next several years. We have to be
ready. We have to be ready for those
30,000 veterans coming along and also
with the 1.8 million who already exist
in California.

As these members have served their
country, so must we serve them. Ac-
cording to the Veterans Administra-
tion, there are 22 suicides a day of our
veterans.
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We must once again look at the
causes of that staggering number. We
have identified post-traumatic stress
disorder and traumatic brain injury as
main triggers for suicide, et cetera, but
we have got to do better.

Twenty percent of new recruits will
also be women. Fifteen percent of the
14 million Active Duty forces are cur-
rently women. And over 280,000 women
have served in Iraq and Afghanistan.
We have to do different things for
women veterans because it is not the
same as the needs of male veterans.

As we all know, the VA must be
looked at and we must make appro-
priate changes to deal with the back-
log, expedite disability claims, and to
ensure that all veterans receive med-
ical assistance in a timely manner.

Lastly, we must protect what we
fought hard to achieved for them: edu-
cation when they return back. We must
ensure that military educational bene-
fits do not go to waste.

Next Wednesday, once again, we cele-
brate Veterans Day, and I urge my col-
leagues to work with me to ensure that
we can be proud in the services and the
help that we give our veterans, just as
they have been proud to serve all of us.

God bless.

—————

IRAN SINCE THE DEAL—CONGRESS
MUST STAY ENGAGED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. POMPEO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, just a lit-
tle over 100 days ago, the Obama ad-
ministration completed an agreement
with Iran on their nuclear program. I
strongly opposed the joint plan of ac-
tion throughout its consideration in
Congress. And indeed, Congress never
approved the deal.
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Nothing since those 100 days have
now passed lead me to have any dif-
ferent view of the impact of that deal
on the United States of America. And
yet the President appears prepared to
continue to implement the deal on its
terms, at least as he understands it.

And while media attention may have
shifted away to other things, it is in-
cumbent upon this body, the United
States Congress, to remain vigilant
and to ensure that America’s vital na-
tional security interests are not dam-
aged beyond repair in the execution of
the Iran deal.

Indeed, in those 100 days, it has be-
come clear that this deal is so badly
conceived and America’s position so
muddled and the text so poorly drafted
that the parties cannot even agree
what they executed 100 days ago.

For example, Secretary Kerry, the
principal negotiator on behalf of the
United States and the P5+1, said on
July 23 in front of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee, “We will not vio-
late the JCPOA if we use our authori-
ties to impose sanctions on Iran for
terrorism, human rights, missiles, or
any other nonnuclear reason.”

But, on October 21, Iran’s Supreme
Leader, Ayatollah Khamenei, in a let-
ter to President Rouhani ostensibly ap-
proving the JCPOA, said, ‘‘Throughout
the 8-year period, any imposition of
sanctions at any level and under any
pretext, including repetitive and fab-
ricated pretexts of terrorism and
human rights, on the part of any of the
countries involved in the negotiation
will constitute a violation of the
JCPOA.”

Members of Congress and the Amer-
ican people were promised repeatedly
that this deal was only about Iran’s nu-
clear program, and that America’s abil-
ity to implement sanctions based on
Iran’s continued terrorist activities,
ballistic missile ambitions, and other
nonnuclear issues would not be im-
peded. But it now appears that the only
man in Iran whose interpretation mat-
ters—the Ayatollah Khamenei—be-
lieves 100 percent the reverse of that.

This isn’t a small disagreement. This
isn’t about where you put a semicolon
or a comma. This isn’t a small tech-
nical detail. This goes to the very
heart of the deal between the P5+1 and
the Iranian Republic.

Iran’s refusal to abide by the written
terms of the agreement as it relates to
sanctions seems, on its face, to be an
irresolvable conflict on a key issue—
and Congress must lead. Congress must
stand ready, willing, and unified in
combating aggression by a regime who
continues to view America as the
“Great Satan,” and has been
emboldened by this deal.

Rather than moderate, the regime
has continued to flout U.N. resolutions,
kidnapped more Americans, and
stepped up its efforts to dominate the
region. Here are several examples.

On July 24, 10 days after the JCPOA
was announced, Iran’s chief exporter of
terrorism, Quds Force Commander
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Qassem Soleimani, traveled to Moscow,
in direct violation of a U.N. Security
Council resolution.

In September, it was reported that,
in anticipation of sanctions relief, the
Iranian regime has significantly in-
creased funding for terrorist groups
Lebanese Hezbollah and Hamas, two or-
ganizations that have American blood
on their hands. There is no doubt that
these groups have turned their eyes to
the West and to Israel as they seek to
grow their deadly and destabilizing
force in the Middle East, with no mod-
eration, after they signed to this deal.

On October 10, Iran successfully test-
fired a next-generation ballistic mis-
sile, capable of striking Israel, in an-
other clear violation of U.N. Security
Council resolutions.

And in just the last weeks, the re-
gime kidnapped yet another American
citizen without justification, Siamak
Namazi, who joins Pastor Saeed
Abedini, former Marine Amir Hekmati,
and Washington Post reporter Jason
Rezaian, in unjust captivity in Iran.
There is every reason to believe there
will be more.

Iran has firmly set itself against
American interests in Syria as well. A
ground force of over 2,000 Iranian forces
continues to fight against American in-
terests in Syria, supporting dictator
Bashar al-Assad, who our President has
said repeatedly must go.

I came to the floor today because it
is the 36th anniversary of the Iranian
hostage crisis back in 1979. Anyone who
had hoped that the Iran deal with the
United States would portend a new era
of openness between Iran and the
United States has been disappointed
and jolted beyond all imagination in
the past 100 days.

The Iranian regime clearly intends to
test our willingness in Congress to de-
fend America’s interest by pushing the
limits of the JCPOA, and beyond. Iran
also intends to intensify their conflict
with the West, imbued with a new le-
gitimacy. It now has $150 billion.

We, the Congress, have a duty to not
let the passage of time, the loss of
media interest, and the difficulty of
the task to prevent us from protecting
America’s interest Iran’s aggression—
even if we must battle our own Presi-
dent.

————
CARE FOR ALL VETERANS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. R0OSs-
LEHTINEN). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
COSTELLO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, as we look forward to
celebrating Veterans Day on November
11, let me just thank every man and
woman serving in our military and
every veteran for your service to our
country. You represent and reflect the
very best in our country’s values and
ideals.

This month, we also celebrate Na-
tional Family Caregiver Month. Care-
givers play a vital role, providing care
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and a sense of comfort and peace at
trying times for Americans all over our
country.

While we recognize all caregivers, 1
rise today to specifically speak about
individuals who dedicate their liveli-
hood, love, and support to improving
our veterans’ quality of life.

Caregivers of veterans assist with
personal care needs and support their
daily activities, including mental and
physical therapies, managing of fi-
nances, transportation, and other es-
sential duties.

In 2010, Congress passed the Care-
givers and Veterans Health Services
Act, marking the needed investment in
supporting the family caregivers of our
veterans by creating the VA Caregiver
Support program. This law, while bene-
ficial, limits eligibility of the program
to post-9/11 veterans only.

I believe we should not limit the care
of a veteran based on their period of
service, but instead make the program
accessible to veterans of all service
areas, particularly our elderly veterans
and their caregivers who presently do
not have the benefit. In an effort to
open the program to all veterans, I
joined Congresswoman ELIZABETH ESTY
to introduce the CARE for All Veterans
Act, H.R. 2894.

Earlier this year, I attended a town
hall at the Southeastern Veterans’
Center in Spring City, Chester County,
where a Vietnam war veteran asked me
why his caregiver could not have ac-
cess to the support provided by the VA
Caregiver Support program.

I want to thank that veteran for rais-
ing this issue. On behalf of the esti-
mated 214,000 pre-9/11 veterans in Penn-
sylvania, including 11,000 in my district
alone, and veterans all across this
country, I introduced the CARE for All
Veterans Act with Congresswoman
EsTY. This legislation is a meaningful
step to ensure our veterans receive the
quality of care they need in the com-
fort of their own home from their loved
one.

H.R. 2894 responsibly grows the pro-
gram to create an equitable system for
our Nation’s veterans and provide addi-
tional assistance to primary family
caregivers of eligible pre-9/11 veterans.

A coalition of veterans groups sup-
port the CARE for All Veterans Act,
including the American Legion, Mili-
tary Officers Association of America,
Disabled American Veterans,
AMVETS, Paralyzed Veterans of Amer-
ica, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and
VetsFirst.

I encourage my colleagues to cospon-
sor this legislation and, when the time
comes, support this legislation on the
House floor. Our focus must obviously
be on making sure our veterans receive
the care and services need. That means
ensuring their loved ones and care-
givers have the proper training, sup-
port services, travel expenses, health
care, and respite care to provide the
best in-home care for veterans. All
caregivers, no matter the age of the
veteran they serve, should have access
to the VA Caregiver Support program.
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During a month when we recognize
Veterans Day, we must also take a mo-
ment to recognize those who play an
instrumental role in the life of a vet-
eran: their caregivers. By passing this
bill, we could make a big difference for
the veteran and their caregiver.

I am grateful to my constituents for
bringing this need to my attention, and
I call upon my colleagues to join me in
this effort in supporting H.R. 2894.

——————

DEFEATING ISIS AND
PRESIDENT’S SYRIA STRATEGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) for 56 minutes.

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, I rise today on behalf of
countless Hoosiers who are concerned
for our troops. Like many Americans,
we are increasingly dismayed by the
Obama administration’s incoherent
strategy to defeat ISIS and protect
American interests around the world.

As someone who served this country
in the United States Marine Corps, and
now as an elected Representative, I
take seriously our responsibility here
in Congress to demand war strategies
that put American military personnel
in a position to successfully complete
their missions. This responsibility to
our troops—to set them up for vic-
tory—has contributed to a new level of
frustration felt by many of us over
President Obama’s disjointed foreign
policy decisions in the Middle East.

Just last Friday, without any input
from Congress, and absent any form of
public debate, a White House spokes-
person announced to the world that
President Obama was authorizing the
deployment of U.S. special operators
directly into the fray in Syria.

Rather than hear it straight from our
Commander in Chief, it took President
Obama 3 full days to appear publicly
and discuss his decision to escalate
U.S. involvement and put more Amer-
ican boots on the ground.

On the one hand, I applaud the ad-
ministration for any attempts to de-
grade the capabilities of ISIS and sta-
bilize a war-torn Syria. However, it re-
mains unclear what these brave special
operators have been asked to accom-
plish. And, what strategy will enable a
few dozen U.S. special operators to de-
cisively drive ISIS from their strong-
hold in Raqqa?

To be clear, I know many of these
valorous special operators personally. I
am familiar with their remarkable
ability to accomplish seemingly impos-
sible missions, even with the odds
stacked against them. But these war-
riors are not magicians. They are not a
magic elixir capable of turning the tide
of a 4-year, multifaceted civil war.
They must be empowered to win.

President Obama tells us the U.S.
mission is to degrade and defeat ISIS.
But for that to succeed, he must ar-
ticulate a broader strategy for the re-
maining 15 months of his tenure as
Commander in Chief.
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As it currently stands, limited air-
strikes and a handful of special forces
operators will not sufficiently empower
the United States and our partners to
initiate change in the region.

Unfortunately, I fear that this marks
yet another instance of the President
dictating U.S. defense policy by pop-
ular opinion. This is unfair to our men
and women in uniform, their families,
and it is unfair to all Americans.

My fervent hope is that during the
close of this administration, a coher-
ent, longer-term strategy is developed
that empowers the greatest military in
the world to protect American inter-
ests and to bring stability to a region
desperately in need of peace.

—
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HONORING OUR VETERANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Iowa (Mr. YOUNG) for 56 minutes.

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today, as we approach Veterans
Day, to honor the brave men and
women who have served our country in
uniform.

Now, earlier this year, I met with a
group of young Iowans in Greenfield,
Iowa, belonging to the Junior Opti-
mists Club. They found a truly unique
way to pay tribute to our Iowa vet-
erans.

The Sidey family owned and pub-
lished the Free Press in Greenfield,
Iowa, for over 125 years. The Free Press
would publish in their newspaper let-
ters Iowa servicemembers sent home to
their families over the years.

The Junior Optimists I met with
went through the Sideys’ collection of
letters from World War II from sol-
diers. They picked out the ones they
found most interesting or compelling
and read them aloud at a Flag Day
celebration that I was fortunate to at-
tend.

I want to share one here, and I will
put some others in the RECORD here
with my colleagues in the House of
Representatives, and enshrine them in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD so that we,
and future generations, may always re-
member the very real and human
struggles our men and women face as
they leave their loved ones and family
behind to bravely secure and serve our
country with dignity, honor and dis-
tinction.

I would like to read one of these let-
ters, written by Lieutenant Kenneth
Eatinger of Adair County, Iowa.

July 23, 1943.

Dear Little Brother:

I hope and trust you will be able to read
this all by yourself, but if you can’t, mother
will read it to you and you will be able to
save it and read it yourself at a later date
after you have learned to read better.

Sonny, I know you miss me. I miss you
too. It is too bad this war could not have
been delayed a few more years so that I
could have been with you a while longer and
do all the things I had planned to do with
you. But I suppose we must be brave and put
those things off for now.
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If T could just get home once more to see
you and all the folks again and have them
meet my little wife and baby, I wouldn’t ask
for anything more.

When you are a little older, you will know
why your brother had to leave home for so
long. You know we have a big country and
we have big ideals as to how people should
live and enjoy the riches of it and how each
is born with equal rights to life, freedom,
and the pursuit of happiness.

Unfortunately, there are some countries in
the world where they do not have these
ideals, where a boy cannot grow up to be
what he wants to be, with no limits on his
opportunity to be a great man such as a
great statesman or a businessman, a farmer,
a soldier.

Because there are many people in other
countries who want to change our Nation, its
ideals, its form of government and way of
life, we must leave our homes and families to
fight.

When it is all over, your brother is going
to bring his little family home to see you
and Mom and Dad and Inez and all the rest.
In the meantime, take good care of Mom and
Dad and grow up to be a good boy and a good
young man.

Study hard when you are in school. Be a
good leader in everything good in life. Be a
good American, strive to win, but if you
must lose, lose like a gentleman, and be a
good sport. Don’t be a quitter, either in
sports or in your business or profession when
you grow up.

Get all the education you can. Stay close
to Mom and follow her advice. Obey her in
everything, no matter how you may at times
disagree. She knows what is best and will
never let you down or lead you away from
the right and honorable things of life.

Little Brother, if I don’t come back, you
will have to be Mom and Dad’s protectors
when they get older because you will be the
only one they have. You must grow up to
take my place as well as your own in their
life and heart.

Last of all, don’t forget your brother. Pray
for him to come back from this war, and if it
is God’s will that he does not, be the kind of
boy and man your brother wants you to be.

Kiss Mother, Dad, and Inez for me every
night. Goodbye for now, Little Brother. With
love to you and all the family, Your Brother.

Mr. Speaker, these are the words of a
brave man, and they ring as true today
as they did over 70 years ago when they
were written. They embody the ideals
of this great Nation and the ethos of
our Armed Forces that have fought,
sacrificed, and died for our country so
that we can remain free.

My friends and colleagues, next
week, when we recognize these men
and women on Veterans Day, look
them in the eye and say, ‘“Thank you.”
For their bravery and sacrifices, they
deserve our unwavering gratitude and
respect.

May God bless them, and may God
bless these United States of America.

—————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
WILLIAM “BRIT” KIRWAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Cos-
TELLO of Pennsylvania). The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. HOYER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, first, I
would say I was moved by the remarks
of the gentleman who just spoke, and I
know we all join him in his sentiments.



November 4, 2015

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay trib-
ute to an individual who has made a re-
markable impact on higher education
in this country and in my State. He has
done that for more than a half a cen-
tury.

William English ‘“Brit” Kirwan re-
tired at the end of the June as chan-
cellor of the University System of
Maryland. He served as chancellor for
the past 12 years, and, during that
time, he oversaw the period of growth,
transformation, and achievement,
which included the integration of on-
line technology with course instruction
and a 24 percent increase in enroll-
ment.

Dr. Kirwan’s lifetime of service to
higher education, Mr. Speaker, began
in his youth, which was spent on or
around college campuses in Louisville
and Lexington, Kentucky, and Dur-
ham, North Carolina.

His father, Dr. A.D. Kirwan, was an
accomplished educator and college ad-
ministrator as well, having written and
lectured in history at the University of
Kentucky and later served as dean and
its president.

Brit Kirwan followed in his father’s
footsteps, luckily for all of us, attend-
ing the University of Kentucky, and
later pursuing his master’s and doc-
torate in mathematics from Rutgers
University in New Jersey.

Dr. Kirwan came to the University of
Maryland College Park in 1964, a year
after I graduated. He came as an assist-
ant professor of math. After 24 years
teaching in the department, and having
been elevated to the department chair,
and then provost, Dr. Kirwan was se-
lected as the president of the univer-
sity in 1988.

He 1led the university system of
Maryland’s flagship campus for a dec-
ade, before leaving to become president
of The Ohio State University.

I think I speak for all Marylanders
when I say we were very happy when he
came back to Maryland. I was a mem-
ber of the Board of Regents at the
time, and I remember participating in
a meeting when we were searching for
a new chancellor.

I asked my colleagues, “‘If we could
get Brit to come back, what would you
think?’ All of them were extraor-
dinarily enthusiastic.

So I called his house in Ohio, and his
wife, Patty, answered, and I asked her
if she and Brit would be interested in
returning. Patty immediately replied
they would both like to be closer to
their grandchildren. Luckily, they
were living in Maryland.

I took that as a good sign and, a
short time later, Brit was back as
chancellor of the university system. He
managed a network that serves over
165,000 undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents at 12 universities, two regional
higher education centers, and one re-
search center. It is the 12th largest uni-
versity system in America. Under Dr.
Kirwan’s leadership, it has become a
national model for excellence in higher
education, research, and applied inno-
vation.
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Dr. Kirwan has been called upon by
both Democratic and Republican Presi-
dents over the years to advise on issues
relating to higher education access and
performance. And certainly, he has
been asked by United States Senators
and Members of this House for his ad-
vice and counsel as well.

He has been committed, throughout
his years as an administrator, Mr.
Speaker, to the principle that edu-
cation ought to be accessible to all,
and it ought to be seen as a tool to help
people enrich their lives for learning,
while advancing their careers. Among
his major priorities have been making
the university campuses more diverse
and making attending college more af-
fordable.

Under his leadership, the university
system built partnerships with the pri-
vate sector and the State and Federal
Government in order to further the
cause of advanced research and innova-
tion that has practical application for
economic growth and national defense.

Last year, Mr. Speaker, I was proud
to be on hand to inaugurate a new test
site in southern Maryland for un-
manned aircraft systems, which will
help in the development of new aero-
space technologies and bring business
development and skilled jobs to that
region.

Dr. Kirwan has always understood
that we need to do more to ensure that
everyone who wants to pursue higher
education can do so and that our col-
leges and universities are helping to
produce skilled innovators and work-
ers. He knew that the university sys-
tem was a partner in economic growth
in our State and that university and
academic institutions were partners in
growing the U.S. economy.

Mr. Speaker, I have had the pleasure
of working closely with Dr. Kirwan for
many years, and I have seen, firsthand,
his passion for higher education, his re-
spect for faculty and staff, and his love
of students.

Last week, I had the opportunity to
participate in a ceremony to rededicate
the University of Maryland mathe-
matics building in honor of Dr. Brit
Kirwan. That building, in which he
taught mathematics, is now named in
his honor for him.

All of us, Mr. Speaker, have wit-
nessed his determination to make the
university system of Maryland a source
of pride for our State and for our coun-
try, and he has done so.

He has been a man who is deeply de-
voted to his wife, Patty, a wonderful
woman, and their wonderful family and
their community. Patty Kirwan is, her-
self, an extraordinary partner in the
success that she and Brit have both
achieved.

Mr. Speaker, Chancellor Brit Kirwan
is a man of extraordinary intellect, vi-
sion, understanding, compassion, char-
acter, and principle. He has brought all
of these traits to bear in all of the im-
portant roles he performed throughout
every endeavor in his life.

On behalf of all of us who live in our
State but, indeed, on behalf of all the
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citizens of the United States whom he
has advantaged in one way or another,
I thank Dr. Kirwan for his leadership
on behalf of the higher education for
our State and for our country.

Dr. Kirwan has stepped down as chan-
cellor, but, Mr. Speaker, I know he will
continue to lend all of his great talents
to making higher education ever more
effective and his country ever more
successful.

Well done, Doctor.

———
TUBEROUS SCLEROSIS COMPLEX

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, tu-
berous sclerosis complex, or TSC, is a
genetic disease which causes tumors to
form in organs throughout the body,
impacting the health and abilities of
those born with it.

Nearly 50,000 Americans are affected
by this condition, and many more cases
remain undiagnosed because of lack of
awareness or observable symptoms.
For these individuals and their fami-
lies, the fight against TSC is constant.

But in the face of this adversity,
those with TSC show us strength and
determination, not only to survive, but
to thrive; individuals like Evan Moss
from Virginia.

Evan was just 2 years old when he
was diagnosed with TSC and, by age 4,
was suffering up to 400 seizures a
month because of his condition. But
like so many with TSC, Evan’s story is
not defined by this impact. Now 11
years old, Evan is an accomplished au-
thor and a passionate advocate for
those living with TSC.

As a member of the Congressional
Rare Disease Caucus and honorary
chair of the Tuberous Sclerosis Alli-
ance, I am focused on shedding light on
conditions like TSC and highlighting
exceptional individuals like Evan.

The fight against TSC extends far be-
yond this Chamber, but each of us can
play an important role in under-
standing and, ultimately, defeating tu-
berous sclerosis.

———

PASSAGE OF THE
TRANSPORTATION BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. NOLAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, Members
of the House, I would like to begin by
thanking Chairman SHUSTER, chairman
of the Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture 