December 20, 2012

I salute 12 veteran Head Coach
Jerritt Elliot for coaching the Long-
horn volleyball squad to its third na-
tional title. I also salute Associate
Head Coach Salima Rockwell, Assist-
ant Coach Erik Sullivan, and Special
Assistant Nathan Mendoza, all of
whom mentored these young women
and helped them reach their full poten-
tial. And, of course, I salute the play-
ers themselves, such as junior outside
hitter Bailey Webster, who was named
Tournament MVP; All Tournament
team members Haley Eckerman, Han-
nah Allison, and Sha’Dare McNeal; and
all the rest of the Longhorns: Ashley
Bannister, Khat Bell, Kat Brooks, Ni-
cole Dalton, Megan Futch, Sara Hattis,
Madelyn Hutson, Molly McCage, Amy
Neal, and Sarah Palmer.

It is my honor to join with the entire
University of Texas family, as well as
Longhorn fans across our great State,
to celebrate their achievement. In its
long and proud athletic history, the
University of Texas has now won 50 na-
tional titles overall.

The Longhorn volleyball team has
learned what it takes to become na-
tional champions, and the experience
that each of these athletes has gained
will prove invaluable in their future
endeavors.e

———

TRIBUTE TO VICTORIA ARLEN

e Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize and honor the suc-
cess of Victoria Arlen of Exeter, NH.
This summer, Victoria represented the
United States in a number of swim-
ming events at the 2012 Paralympic
Games in London.

Victoria Arlen is an 18-year-old
young woman who 7 years ago was di-
agnosed with transverse myelitis, a
neurological disorder that causes in-
flammation of a section of the spinal
cord. Victoria’s resulting paralysis
from the waist down has not damaged
her determination or her competitive
spirit, and her achievements this year
have been truly remarkable.

Victoria was a very active child prior
to her diagnosis, and was involved in
dancing, swimming, playing field hock-
ey, lacrosse, and soccer. For more than
2 years, Victoria lived in a coma and
only began swimming competitively
again at the age of 16, and it came as
no surprise to Victoria’s family when
the honors student earned a place on
the U.S. Paralympic Team. In London,
she competed in the 100-meter, 50-
meter, 400-meter and 4x100-meter relay
freestyle events and the 100-meter
breaststroke event. Victoria set a
world record and won a gold medal in
the 100-meter freestyle, in her final
competition, and earned silver medals
in three of her other races.

Victoria’s determination in the face
of adversity and ability to accomplish
her goals demonstrate her strength of
spirit and her quality of character.
Citizens of New Hampshire are incred-
ibly proud of her achievements; she is a
role model and an inspiration. I am
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confident that her success at the 2012
Paralympic Games is one great accom-
plishment in what is certain to be a
lifetime of impressive feats.

Since 1960, the Paralympic Games
have provided athletes who have cer-
tain physical disabilities the chance to
compete in a broad range of sports and
athletic events on the international
level, providing them with an oppor-
tunity similar to that of their able-
bodied counterparts. Victoria’s inspir-
ing performance throughout the 2012
Paralympic Games should serve as a
reminder of the hard work and dedica-
tion required to succeed.

I applaud and congratulate Victoria
for her devotion and determination. I
also commend her family, including
her parents, Jacqueline and Larry, and
her three brothers, Cameron, LJ, and
William, for their role in her success. 1
know that her victories give her fam-
ily, her friends, the Exeter community,
and the State of New Hampshire great
pride.

I wish to recognize Victoria Arlen for
her accomplishments and her victory
in the 2012 Paralympic Games in Lon-
don, and I commend her dedication,
maturity, and hard work. She is truly
an inspiring young woman.e

—————

TRIBUTE TO AMANDA RENTERIA

e Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President,
today I wish to pay tribute to a truly
remarkable member of my staff who is
leaving the Senate.

Amanda Renteria came to my office
as a Legislative Assistant in 2006, and
has been an integral member of my
staff for the last 7 years, including
serving as my legislative director and
then my chief of staff for the last 4%
years.

A proud graduate of Stanford Univer-
sity and Harvard Business School,
Amanda brought a wide range of expe-
rience with her to the Senate.

After graduating from Harvard, she
worked in the private sector for a while
before going back to California and
working as a high school teacher and
coach. She then worked for the city of
San Jose before coming to Washington.

And I am so glad she did. She has
been my right hand through some very
challenging times.

When I asked her to become my chief
of staff in 2008, she agreed and prom-
ised to stay through the 2012 election.
But neither of us knew what we would
face between then and now.

Amanda was with me through the
Wall Street collapse and our work to
reform our financial system, and her
business background was an invaluable
resource to me during that difficult
time.

In the fall of 2008, the American auto
industry nearly collapsed, and as I
fought to save our automakers and the
more than 1 million workers who de-
pend on it, Amanda was right there by
my side, working to make sure we kept
manufacturing things in this country.

She was there as we worked with
partners in the State and here in Wash-
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ington to make sure the people of
Michigan had a fair shot at turning
things around and getting back on
their feet.

During the debate on health care re-
form, she was a critical part of my ef-
fort to make sure we kept health care
affordable, that we protected coverage
for mental health care, that we closed
the donut hole for seniors, and she
worked with her counterparts in other
offices and with industry leaders to get
the best possible policies to help every
family get the health insurance they
need.

And in the middle of all of that, she
found time to have her first son, Diego,
and prove how important it was that
women have access to maternity care,
something I was very proud to fight for
in the health care law.

And when I became Chairwoman of
the Senate Agriculture Committee, she
led the effort to put together an amaz-
ing team of policy experts that accom-
plished a legislative achievement that
is rare these days—a bipartisan deficit
reduction bill that passed the Senate
with strong support from both parties.

And as we worked so hard all year
long to pass a Farm Bill, she and her
husband Pat found time to have their
second son, T.J., who we were so happy
to welcome this fall.

I know the people of Michigan—and
this country—join me in thanking her
for everything she has done during her
time in public service. She may not
have been born in Michigan, but after
all she’s done for the people back
home, she’s earned herself a ‘‘Pure
Michigan’ reputation of hard work and
dedication.

Amanda will be missed in the Senate,
but I am honored to have had her serve
as my chief of staff.e

———

NOTIFICATION OF THE PRESI-
DENT’S INTENT TO TERMINATE
THE DESIGNATION OF THE FED-
ERATION OF SAINT KITTS AND
NEVIS AS A BENEFICIARY DE-
VELOPING COUNTRY UNDER THE
GENERALIZED SYSTEM OF PREF-
ERENCES (GSP) PROGRAM—PM 64

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance:

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 502(f)(2) of
the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the
1974 Act’) (19 U.S.C. 2462(f)(2)), I am
providing notification of my intent to
terminate the designation of the Fed-
eration of Saint Kitts and Nevis (St.
Kitts and Nevis) as a beneficiary devel-
oping country under the Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP) program.
Section 502(e) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2462(e)) provides that if the President
determines that a beneficiary devel-
oping country has become a ‘‘high-in-
come’ country, as defined by the offi-
cial statistics of the International
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