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HONORING RICHARD L. COTTA 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Richard L. Cotta, a pillar of the Cali-
fornia dairy industry, on the occasion of his re-
tirement. 

Mr. Cotta has spent virtually his entire ca-
reer in all aspects of the dairy business; from 
dairy farming to dairy genetics and from dairy 
processing to dairy politics. 

Mr. Cotta is a graduate, with honors, from 
California State Polytechnic University, San 
Luis Obispo, with a degree in dairy husbandry. 

From 1980 to 1984 he was the CEO of 
United Dairymen of California, a producer 
trade organization, until it merged to form 
Western United Dairymen. 

From 1984 to 1993, Mr. Cotta served as the 
CEO of Western United Dairymen, the largest 
producer trade association in California. 

Since 2007, Mr. Cotta has held the title of 
President and CEO of California Dairies, Inc. 
(CDI). His career at CDI began in 1993 when 
he started as General Manager at San Joa-
quin Valley Dairymen, a dairy processing and 
marketing cooperative. In 1999, San Joaquin 
Valley Dairymen merged with Danish Cream-
ery and California Milk Producers to form CDI. 
At this time, Mr. Cotta was named Senior Vice 
President of Producer Affairs and Government 
Relations, and held this position until he was 
named CEO in 2007. Under his leadership, 
CDI profits have reached record levels. Today, 
CDI is California’s largest dairy provider and 
the 2nd largest in the United States. 

Previously, Mr. Cotta worked as a sire ana-
lyst for American Breeders Service, a classifier 
for the Holstein Association of America and a 
principal in Genetics, Inc. For several years he 
was a dairy consultant with many successful 
dairies on feeding, breeding and management 
systems. 

Mr. Cotta has testified before the U.S. Con-
gress and the California Legislature on behalf 
of the dairy industry. At the request of the 
Secretary of Agriculture, he has participated in 
world trade missions to open foreign markets 
to U.S. dairy products. 

Mr. Cotta currently owns and operates Cotta 
Farms and is a partner in Terra Bella Farms, 
both almond farming operations. He sits on 
the following boards: U.C. Davis Deans Advi-
sory Council; California State University 
Chancellors Ag Advisory Council; Sacred 
Heart School Foundation; and the Innovation 
Center for U.S. Dairy. He is also on the 
Globalization Operating Committee for the 
U.S. Dairy Export Council. 

Please join me in congratulating Mr. Richard 
L. Cotta on his retirement from California 
Dairies, Inc. 

f 

DR. REBECCA WIEBE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Dr. Rebecca 
Wiebe for her outstanding service to our com-
munity. 

Rebecca is a skilled surgeon and business-
woman as well as a wife and passionate com-
munity member. Rebecca dreamed of a facility 
where cancer patients could receive all med-
ical needs under one roof. Her vision recently 
became reality when the Red Rocks Cancer 
Center in Golden opened its doors. Rebecca 
had her hand in every piece of the cancer 
center, from raising money to purchasing real 
estate and even outlining logistics on how the 
cancer center should run. Rebecca’s vision 
not only is a beacon of light for cancer pa-
tients in Jefferson County, but has attracted 
several medical practices and helped create 
jobs in Golden. 

Rebecca maintains a successful practice as 
a general surgeon. She is confident, compas-
sionate and highly skilled. Rebecca is not only 
a leader in Jefferson County, but her leader-
ship extends to the surgical community in Col-
orado as well where she is the chair of the 
Surgical Service Line at the Exempla Lutheran 
Medical Center. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Dr. 
Rebecca Wiebe for her well deserved honor 
by the West Chamber serving Jefferson Coun-
ty. I have no doubt she will exhibit the same 
dedication and character in all her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, De-
cember 12, 2011, I was unable to be present 
for recorded votes. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 913, ‘‘yes’’ 
on rollcall 914, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 915, and ‘‘no’’ 
on rollcall 916. 
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KATHLEEN CURTIS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Kathleen Cur-
tis for her outstanding service to our commu-
nity. 

Kathleen is a woman that never rests. After 
losing her mother to cancer, Kathleen provides 
much sweat equity in fundraising for cancer 
treatment organizations by running marathons. 
She works a very busy daily schedule, but al-
ways has time to support the causes she 
cares for dearly. 

Kathleen is a woman that never says no to 
a person in need. She and her husband have 
owned and worked for the Village Roaster for 
28 years. Kathleen donates many products 
and services to nonprofits for special events, 
especially coffee. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Kathleen Curtis for her well deserved honor by 
the West Chamber serving Jefferson County. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future 
accomplishments. 

HONORING THE COPPELL HIGH 
SCHOOL COWGIRL VOLLEYBALL 
TEAM 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I recognize the Coppell High 
School Cowgirl volleyball team for winning the 
2011 Texas state championship title. 

The Cowgirls finished the season with a 42– 
8 record and the program’s first ever state 
championship. Coppell High School competes 
in the University Interscholastic League Class 
5A, the most competitive athletic class com-
posed of the largest schools in Texas. The 
Cowgirls have appeared in the state tour-
nament three times in their 29–year history. 
Their last appearance was 14 years ago. 

Coppell had an exciting 2011 season, fin-
ishing second place in District 7–5A. With their 
second-place district standing, the Cowgirls 
went on to the bi-district game where they de-
feated Flower Mound High School with match 
scores of 22–25, 25–22, 25–12 and 25–19. 
Following the bi-district victory, the Cowgirls 
played Colleyville Heritage High School in the 
area championship. Coppell won the game 
with the match scores of 25–11, 25–9, 18–25 
and 25–16. 

In the regional tournament, the Cowgirls de-
feated the defending state champions, Hebron 
High School, in a dramatic five-game match. 
Coppell lost the first two matches, and in an 
amazing turnaround, the Cowgirls won the 
next three matches to advance to the regional 
tournament. The match scores for the Coppell- 
Hebron quarterfinal game were 22–25, 23–25, 
28–26, 25–21 and 15–10. 

In the regional semi-final game, Coppell 
swept Arlington High School with match 
scores of 25–23, 25–16 and 25–13. Prior to 
the Coppell-Arlington matchup, Arlington had 
been on a 17–match winning streak. Coppell 
continued their sweep by defeating Marcus 
High School in the regional championship in 
three matches. The Coppell-Marcus match 
scores were 22–20, 25–20 and 25–15. 

The Cowgirls made it through the regional 
tournament to the state semi-finals, where 
they played San Antonio Johnson High School 
in a dramatic five-game match series. The 
Cowgirls took the win with the match scores 
14–24, 25–16, 21–25, 25–20 and 15–10. In 
the Texas volleyball state finals, Coppell de-
feated McKinney Boyd High School to take the 
state championship title. The Coppell-McKin-
ney Boyd match scores were 25–22, 25–19, 
20–25 and 25–19. 

I am extremely proud of the Coppell Cowgirl 
volleyball team. I would like to recognize each 
player on this state championship team: 
Megan Kennedy, Kristen Dickerson, Sarah Ar-
nold, Erica Bohannon, Cassidy Pickrell, Kierra 
Hoist, Kylie Pickrell, Jordan Jones, Bear Bass, 
Chiaka Ogbogu, Lindsay Stivers, Mary-Kate 
Marshall and Kate Dicken. The team was 
guided by an exceptional coaching staff that 
included head coach Julie Green and assist-
ant coaches Megan Geeslin, Megan Boyd and 
Robyn DeArmond. Lastly, the Cowgirls were 
taken special care of by their student trainers, 
Makenna Hares and Erin Gillen. 
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Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-

sional District of Texas, I ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Coppell Cowgirl volleyball team on 
winning the state championship title. 

f 

VIONA MAE HADER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Viona Mae 
Hader for her outstanding service to our com-
munity. 

Viona is an inspirational and active member 
of the Golden community. She first moved to 
Golden in 1941 where she helped to establish 
and revitalize community events. In an effort 
to expand local trail rides, Viona helped revi-
talize the Buffalo Bill Days parade. She played 
an instrumental role in establishing the Foot-
hills Art Center by purchasing the building and 
converting it into a gallery. 

Viona is knowledgeable and observant. 
When she saw veterans receiving American 
flags for their service, she wondered how she 
could showcase these amazing soldiers’ ac-
complishments. Soon after, she started the 
Flag Project at the Golden Cemetery. At the 
beginning, there were only eight flags, but now 
there are over 315 flags every Memorial Day, 
July 4th and Labor Day. 

Viona is a pioneer. She was the first full- 
time employee of the Golden Chamber of 
Commerce and helped develop the first Gold-
en tourist program. Among her many firsts, 
Viona is credited for writing the first History of 
Golden. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Viona Mae Hader for her well deserved honor 
by the West Chamber serving Jefferson Coun-
ty. I have no doubt she will exhibit the same 
dedication and character in all her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CONTRA COSTA COL-
LEGE PRESIDENT MCKINLEY 
‘‘MACK’’ WILLIAMS 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to recognize Contra Costa Col-
lege President McKinley ‘‘Mack’’ Williams and 
congratulate him as he approaches his well 
earned retirement. 

Born in San Francisco and raised in Rich-
mond, California, McKinley attended local ele-
mentary schools and graduated from Rich-
mond High School. He earned his Masters of 
Science degree in Counseling from San Fran-
cisco State University and a Masters of Arts 
degree in Clinical Psychology from the Univer-
sity of Colorado, Boulder. It was in Colorado 
that McKinley began his teaching career as a 
Professor of Ethnic Studies. 

Upon his return to the Bay Area, McKinley 
worked as a marriage and family counselor as 
well as a Professor of Psychology at Merritt 
College. During his early career, McKinley 

served as a Director of Research and Plan-
ning and Dean of Instruction at Merritt Col-
lege, as well as Dean of Instruction at the Col-
lege of Alameda. 

As a well-respected expert in his field, 
McKinley has presented professional papers 
at many conferences dealing with community 
colleges and conducted research on critical 
issues facing educators. In 1990, McKinley 
joined the administration of Contra Costa Col-
lege as Dean of Instruction. In 2005 he was 
appointed Interim President until July of 2006 
when he was named President of the college. 
The college faculty and staff as well as the 
students who attended Contra Costa College 
are justifiably proud of the development of pro-
grams under McKinley’s leadership. He has 
assembled a staff of educators who day after 
day helped him deliver on the promise of a 
quality education for all. Dedicated to breaking 
barriers to education for all students, particu-
larly African American males, McKinley Wil-
liams has made a decided difference in the 
lives of thousands of our Bay Area youth. 

In addition to his commitment to higher edu-
cation, McKinley has lent his time and talent to 
a wide variety of organizations in our commu-
nity. He serves on the board of the Richmond 
Children’s Foundation, on the Schools-To-Ca-
reers Advisory Board for West Contra Costa 
Unified School District, is a member of the 
Leadership Advisory Committee for El Cerrito 
High school and serves on the Executive 
Board of the National Consortium of Middle 
College High School. He is also one of the 
few honored male members of The Black 
Women Organized for Political Action and is a 
lead singer for the popular gospel group Con-
sonance. He is active on both the Richmond 
and San Pablo Chambers of Commerce and 
an active member of the Richmond-Pinole 
Lions Club. 

I am pleased to have this opportunity to 
publically recognize Costa Community College 
President McKinley Williams and thank him for 
his tireless work that has left an indelible im-
print on our community. Through his leader-
ship, he has ensured that students of all ages 
are well prepared for continuing education, 
new careers, and life. On behalf of our chil-
dren, families and the communities served so 
well by his tenure I thank McKinley Williams, 
and wish him a healthy and happy retirement. 

f 

BUNNY MALM 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Bunny Malm 
for her outstanding service to our community. 

Bunny has been active in the Lakewood 
community since it was first incorporated. 
Bunny served as Lakewood’s first Charter 
Chairman of the city’s Board of Adjustment. 
Among Bunny’s many board positions in the 
Jefferson County community, she served two 
years as chairman of the Jefferson County 
Planning Commission. Bunny currently serves 
as a Board member of the Lakewood Histor-
ical Society and the West Colfax Community 
Association. 

Bunny’s get up and go attitude has led her 
to become a volunteer ambassador for the 

Lakewood-West Colfax Business Improvement 
District. When Bunny isn’t busy working on 
one of her many board duties or volunteering 
at a local charitable group, she can be found 
picking up trash on West Colfax. That’s who 
Bunny is—compassionate, outgoing and al-
ways willing to lend an extra hand. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Bunny Malm for her well deserved honor by 
the West Chamber serving Jefferson County. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM JORDAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I was absent 
from the House floor on Monday, December 
12. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcalls 913, 914, and 915, and ‘‘no’’ 
on rollcall 916. 

f 

AMY SHERMAN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Amy Sherman 
for her outstanding service to our community. 

Amy Sherman is a woman of integrity, vi-
sion, and perseverance. While serving ten 
years as the President of the West Chamber, 
Amy founded and helped develop many orga-
nizations geared to help businesses flourish in 
Jefferson County. These organizations include 
the Jefferson County Business Resource Cen-
ter, the Rooney Valley Association, and the 
Celebrate Women of Jefferson County Event. 
Amy also started the tourism initiative named 
Experience Jefferson County. 

Amy sees the bigger picture and is willing to 
take the risks necessary for her projects to 
succeed. Due to her keen eye and purposeful 
spirit, Amy was awarded the Colorado Cham-
ber of Commerce Executive of the Year in 
2008. 

Awards and congratulations are not what 
drive Amy; she strives to make every person’s 
life in the community better. Whether sitting on 
one of 14 boards throughout her ten years as 
the West Chamber President, or volunteering 
with the Twin Connection to mentor a meth- 
addicted mother of twins, or chairing events 
for her children’s school PTA, Amy focuses on 
the betterment of her community for now and 
many years to come. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Amy 
Sherman for her well deserved honor by the 
West Chamber serving Jefferson County. I 
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments. 
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