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Army’s 82nd Airborne Division have
contributed 5,500 troops to distribute
humanitarian aid and provide search,
rescue, and security support.
We have also seen extraordinary generosity from the American people,
from the millions of dollars individuals
and businesses have donated to help
the victims of the quake to the volunteers who have selflessly traveled to
Haiti to lend their valued expertise.
Americans, with our spirit of generosity, have tried to help in any way
they possibly can.
The outpouring of support in my
State of Rhode Island for those affected
by this catastrophe has been overwhelming. Many Rhode Islanders have
generously donated to organizations to
give whatever they can to the relief of
this devastated country. At the Blessed
Sacrament School in Providence, a
school some of whose students have
family members and loved ones in
Haiti, the 270-plus students of this
small school, pre-K to 8th grade, raised
over $1,680 for the Red Cross in a single
day. Students and parents at the
Frenchtown Elementary School in East
Greenwich raised close to $1,700 for the
Save the Children relief organization
to help those in Haiti. At the St. Mary
Academy Bay View in Riverside, fifth
graders have produced handmade yarn
dolls which they are selling to raise
money for the victims of the earthquake.
This month, students of the University of Rhode Island launched a ‘‘URI
Helping Haiti Campaign’’ with the goal
of raising $100,000 for Plan USA, a
Rhode Island-headquartered relief organization that provides direct humanitarian assistance to 1.5 million children in 49 countries across the globe,
including, of course, Haiti.
Ten members of the Rhode Island National Guard’s 143rd Airlift Wing flew
to Haiti in January to assist in the relief efforts. The 143rd’s latest humanitarian mission before this was in New
Orleans assisting in the aftermath of
one of our own country’s greatest natural disasters, Hurricane Katrina. This
time they flew to Haiti to provide medical transportation and evacuation assistance.
In January, even the Rhode Island
Democratic and Republican parties put
politics aside and came together to
host a joint fundraiser to benefit the
humanitarian relief efforts led by the
Clinton-Bush Haiti Fund.
Rhode Island doctors such as Christopher Born, Sachita Shah, Stephen
Sullivan, and Helena Taylor, of Rhode
Island Hospital, traveled to Haiti in
the days after the earthquake to provide critical medical services to those
injured. These doctors lacked the medical equipment there that we here take
for granted and they were also forced
to use rudimentary medical procedures
to treat the numerous patients who
had lined up for assistance. But they
did it, and they made a difference.
These stories represent only a small
fraction of the generosity that Rhode
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Islanders and the American people
have exhibited in the weeks following
the earthquake. It is truly inspiring
how Americans have joined together to
help the people of Haiti in this time of
need. I know that the world is watching this example of America’s generosity, good will, and professionalism.
I am proud of the many contributions
that came from my small State.
The thoughts and prayers of Rhode
Islanders and indeed all Americans will
continue to be with those who have
suffered and are still suffering in this
catastrophe as the recovery and rebuilding begins to take shape. I know
the generosity and the good work will
continue.
I yield the floor, and I suggest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.
The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
WHITEHOUSE). Without objection, it is
so ordered.
f

NOMINATION OF SUSAN CARBON
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I
came to speak because there are Senators—anonymous Senators—who are
blocking the confirmation of Susan
Carbon, who has been nominated to be
the new Director of the Office of Violence Against Women. Susan is from
my home State of New Hampshire. For
2 months, the Office of Violence
Against Women was denied leadership
and direction, not because there are
Senators who think Susan Carbon is
unqualified for this position but because they believed that blocking her
confirmation somehow gains them leverage on completely unrelated pet
issues. I understand that, hopefully, finally today, after the issue had been
raised in the press, that hold has been
lifted.
Blocking the confirmation of Susan
Carbon as Director of the Office of Violence Against Women is a perfect example of what people see as what is
wrong with Washington.
Every 2 minutes, someone in this
country is a victim of sexual violence.
Every 52 seconds, a woman is victimized by a spouse or a partner. These
crimes devastate victims’ lives. They
shatter families. They often create fear
in whole communities. The Office of
Violence Against Women leads our Nation’s efforts to prevent these deadly
crimes and to identify, capture, and
punish the perpetrators.
The Office of Violence Against
Women works with law enforcement,
with victim advocates, with the health
care community, and so many others.
It provides financial and technical assistance to communities across the
country that are working to end domestic violence, sexual assault, and
stalking.
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I am sure every Senator in this body
personally knows someone who has
been the victim of domestic violence or
sexual assault. I am sure all Senators
know how hard their local police and
victim advocates work to stop domestic and sexual violence. They know
how much the communities in their
States appreciate the assistance they
get from the Office of Violence Against
Women. I would bet almost every Senator, at one time or another, has taken
credit for the funding that the Office
brings back to organizations within
their home States.
Yet despite a unanimous vote by the
Judiciary Committee back on December 3 of last year that recommended
Susan Carbon’s confirmation, unnamed
Senators have blocked her confirmation for 2 months.
President Obama’s choice to lead our
country’s efforts against domestic and
sexual violence happens to be a State
court judge from New Hampshire. It
might interest some of the Republican
Senators in this body to know—those
who are blocking her confirmation—
that it was JUDD GREGG, the senior Republican Senator from New Hampshire,
who first recognized Susan’s capabilities and potential. In 1991, then-Governor GREGG appointed Susan Carbon
to be a part-time district court judge.
After I became Governor, I appointed
Susan to be a full-time judge. Because
of her commitment to ending domestic
violence and her expertise in family
law, she was named the supervisory
judge of the family division in New
Hampshire, a position she still holds.
Susan Carbon is exceptionally qualified to serve as the Director of the Office of Violence Against Women. She is
the leading voice in New Hampshire on
domestic violence and family law, and
she has been the driving force behind
so many of New Hampshire’s efforts to
strengthen legal protections for victims of domestic violence.
Susan also has become a national
leader on domestic violence. She frequently serves as a faculty member for
the National Judicial Institute on Domestic Violence, and she chaired the
project which produced the guidebook
for professionals and their work around
domestic violence court orders.
I do not know what political party
Susan Carbon belongs to and it does
not matter because she is a good and
decent person who is anxious to take
on the responsibility of leading the Office of Violence Against Women.
I ask Senators who think about
blocking such nominations in the future to imagine what it is like to explain to a nonpartisan, earnest public
servant, eager to assume a new position of national leadership, that her
confirmation is being blocked because
one or two anonymous Senators want a
new Federal building or some other
project in their States or want a defense contract awarded to a certain
company or because they are mad at
Attorney General Eric Holder for some
unrelated issue.

E:\CR\FM\A11FE6.024

S11FEPT1

February 11, 2010

These Senators, cloaked in anonymity, were not punishing Attorney General Holder by blocking Susan Carbon’s
confirmation. These Senators were
punishing the victims of domestic and
sexual violence in States across this
country. They were punishing the police officers who put their lives at risk
every time they enter homes plagued
by domestic violence. They were punishing community groups that are
working to prevent domestic and sexual violence. What these Senators did
by blocking the confirmation of the Director of the Office of Violence Against
Women for 2 months was, simply and
plainly, wrong.
I hope the news that her confirmation is moving forward is a correct one.
I hope that for the 70 or so other good
public servants who are just trying to
serve this country who have been nominated, that their nominations will
also go forward so we can make sure
people are in the positions they should
be to run this government on behalf of
the citizens of this country.
I yield the floor and suggest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.
The assistant legislative clerk proceeded to call the roll.
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. Without objection, it is so ordered.
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UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
H.R. 3961
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of Calendar No. 252, H.R. 3961; that the
amendment at the desk be considered
and agreed to; the bill, as amended, be
read three times, passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
that any statements be printed in the
Record.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection?
Mr. MCCONNELL. Reserving the
right to object, and I am going to object, I believe this is the simple unemployment insurance extension?
Mr. REID. That is true.
Mr. MCCONNELL. I would suggest
another way to resolve the issue. I
would ask that with respect to the
House message on the CJS appropriations bill, that the motion to concur
with an amendment be the BaucusGrassley amendment which was filed
earlier today.
I know my friend and colleague is
going to offer some scaled-down
version of that shortly. But if we offered instead the Grassley-Baucus
amendment which was filed earlier
today, that would include the unemployment extension. That was one of
the features of that Baucus-Grassley
amendment.
So if this consent were granted, it
would allow us to work on that pack-
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age rather than the version that the
leader of the majority is going to offer
here shortly that includes only four of
those provisions.
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I do not accept the modification.
Mr. MCCONNELL. Let me add that
unemployment insurance does not expire until February 28. We will be back
on February 22, and hopefully we will
have sufficient time to work on an acceptable extension.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection?
Mr. MCCONNELL. I object.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection is heard.
f

COMMERCE,
JUSTICE,
SCIENCE,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2010
Mr. REID. I ask the Chair to lay before the Senate a message from the
House with respect to H.R. 2847.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair lays before the Senate
a message from the House.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
Resolved, That the House agree to the
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
2847) entitled ‘‘An Act making appropriations for the Departments of Commerce and
Justice and Science, and Related Agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2010,
and for other purposes,’’ with a House
amendment to the Senate amendment.
AMENDMENT NO. 3310
(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
concur in the House amendment to the
Senate amendment to the bill, with an
amendment which is at the desk.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. The clerk will report.
The legislative clerk read as follows.
The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] moves
to concur in the House amendment to the
Senate amendment to H.R. 2847 with an
amendment numbered 3310.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the reading of the amendment be
dispensed with.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. Without objection, it is so ordered.
(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’)
Mr. REID. I ask for the yeas and nays
on that amendment.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there a sufficient second?
There appears to be.
The yeas and nays are ordered.
AMENDMENT NO. 3311 TO AMENDMENT NO. 3310

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
second-degree amendment at the desk
and ask that it be stated.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. The clerk will report the amendment.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] proposes an amendment numbered 3311 to
amendment No. 3310.

The amendment (No. 3311) reads as
follows:
At the end of the amendment, insert the
following:
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The provisions of this Act shall become effective 5 days after enactment.
CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. I send a cloture motion to
the desk.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. The cloture motion having been
presented under rule XXII, the Chair
directs the clerk to read the motion.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
CLOTURE MOTION
We, the undersigned Senators, in accordance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the motion to
concur with an amendment to the House
amendment to the Senate amendment to
H.R. 2847, an act making appropriations for
the Departments of Commerce, and Justice
and Science, and Related Agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2010, and for
other purposes.
Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Barbara
Boxer, Charles E. Schumer, Mark R.
Warner, Tom Harkin, Kay R. Hagan,
Daniel K. Inouye, Bill Nelson, Al
Franken, Max Baucus, John D. Rockefeller, IV, Robert Menendez, Amy
Klobuchar, Daniel K. Akaka, Frank R.
Lautenberg, Byron L. Dorgan, Richard
Durbin.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the cloture vote occur at 5:30 p.m.
on Monday, February 22, and the mandatory quorum be waived.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. Without objection, it is so ordered.
MOTION TO REFER WITH AMENDMENT NO. 3312

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
motion to refer with instructions at
the desk, and I ask that it be stated.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. The clerk will report the motion.
The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:
The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] moves
to refer the House message to the Appropriations Committee, with instructions to report
back forthwith with an amendment numbered 3312.

The amendment is as follows:
At the end, insert the following:
‘‘The Committee on Appropriations is requested to study the impact of any delay in
implementing the provisions of the Act on
job creation on a regional and national
level.’’

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there a sufficient second?
There appears to be a sufficient second.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
AMENDMENT NO. 3313

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have an
amendment to my instructions at the
desk.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. The clerk will report the amendment.
The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:
The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] proposes an amendment numbered 3313 to the
instructions of the motion to refer.

The amendment is as follows:
At the end, add the following:
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