May 19, 2009

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT
MANAGEMENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE,
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs’ Subcommittee on
Oversight of Government Management,
the Federal Workforce, and the District of Columbia be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, May 19, 2009, at 2:30 p.m.,
to conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Public
Health Challenges in Our Nation’s Capital.’’
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be authorized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, May 19, 2009, at 2:30
p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Lauren Frese
and Tom Osterhoudt, who are detailees
assigned to the Committee on Appropriations, be granted floor privileges
during consideration of the fiscal year
2009 supplemental appropriations bill.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
Objection, it is so ordered.
f

EXECUTIVE SESSION
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that the Senate proceed
to executive session to consider Calendar Nos. 94, 95, 98, and 152; that the
nominations be confirmed en bloc, the
motions to reconsider be laid upon the
table, no further motions be in order
and that any statements be printed in
the RECORD; that the President be immediately notified of the Senate’s action and the Senate resume legislative
session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The nominations considered and confirmed en bloc are as follows:
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Kristina M. Johnson, of Maryland, to be
Under Secretary of Energy.
Steven Elliot Koonin, of California, to be
Under Secretary for Science, Department of
Energy.
Scott Blake Harris, of Virginia, to be General Counsel of the Department of Energy.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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Larry J. Echo Hawk, of Utah, to be an Assistant Secretary of the Interior.

Mr. REID. Are we now in a period of
morning business?
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The majority leader is correct.
f

RONALD REAGAN CENTENNIAL
COMMISSION ACT
Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to H.R. 131.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.
The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:
A bill (H.R. 131) to establish the Ronald
Reagan Centennial Commission.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.
Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
the bill be read a third time, passed,
the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table, and that any statements relating
to this matter be printed in the
RECORD.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The bill (H.R. 131) was ordered to be
read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed.
f

EXPRESSING THE IMPORTANCE OF
PUBLIC DIPLOMACY
Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that we now proceed to Calendar No.
56, S. Res. 49.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.
The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 49) to express the
sense of the Senate regarding the importance
of public diplomacy.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, the motion to
reconsider be laid on the table, and
that any statements relating to this
resolution be printed in the RECORD.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (S. Res. 49) was agreed
to.
The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
S. RES. 49
Whereas public diplomacy is the conduct of
foreign relations directly with the average
citizen of a country, rather than with officials of a country’s foreign ministry;
Whereas public diplomacy is commonly
conducted through people-to-people exchanges in which experts, authors, artists,
educators, and students interact with their
peers in other countries;
Whereas effective public diplomacy promotes free and unfiltered access to information about the United States through books,
newspapers, periodicals, and the Internet;
Whereas public diplomacy requires a willingness to discuss all aspects of society,
search for common values, foster a long-term
bilateral relationship based on mutual respect, and recognize that certain areas of
disagreement may remain unresolved on a
short term basis;
Whereas a BBC World Service poll published in February 2009 that involved 13,000
respondents in 21 countries found that while
40 percent of the respondents had a positive
view of the United States, 43 percent had a
negative view of the United States;
Whereas Freedom House’s 2008 Global
Press Freedom report notes that 123 countries (66 percent of the world’s countries and
80 percent of the world’s population) have a
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press that is classified as ‘‘Not Free’’ or
‘‘Partly Free’’;
Whereas the Government of the United
Kingdom, of France, and of Germany run
stand-alone public diplomacy facilities
throughout the world, which are known as
the British Council, the Alliance Francaise,
and the Goethe Institute, respectively;
Whereas these government-run facilities
teach the national languages of their respective countries, offer libraries, newspapers,
and periodicals, sponsor public lecture and
film series that engage local audiences in
dialogues that foster better understandings
between these countries and create an environment promoting greater trust and openness;
Whereas the United States has historically
operated similar facilities, known as American Centers, which—
(1) offered classes in English, extensive libraries housing collections of American literature, history, economics, business, and
social studies, and reading rooms offering
the latest American newspapers, periodicals,
and academic journals;
(2) hosted visiting American speakers and
scholars on these topics; and
(3) ran United States film series on topics
related to American values;
Whereas in societies in which freedom of
speech, freedom of the press, or local investment in education were minimal, American
Centers provided vital outposts of information for citizens throughout the world, giving many of them their only exposure to uncensored information about the United
States;
Whereas this need for uncensored information about the United States has accelerated
as more foreign governments have restricted
Internet access or blocked Web sites viewed
as hostile to their political regimes;
Whereas following the end of the Cold War
and the attacks on United States embassies
in Kenya and Tanzania, budgetary and security pressures resulted in the drastic
downsizing or closure of most of the American Centers;
Whereas beginning in 1999, American Centers began to be renamed Information Resource Centers and relocated primarily inside United States embassy compounds;
Whereas of the 177 Information Resource
Centers operating in February 2009, 87, or 49
percent, operate on a ‘‘By Appointment
Only’’ basis and 18, or 11 percent, do not permit any public access;
Whereas Information Resource Centers located outside United States embassy compounds receive significantly more visitors
than those inside such compounds, including
twice the number of visitors in Africa, 6
times more visitors in the Middle East, and
22 times more visitors in Asia; and
Whereas Iran has increased the number of
similar Iranian facilities, known as Iranian
Cultural Centers, to about 60 throughout the
world: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That—
(1) the Secretary of State should initiate a
reexamination of the public diplomacy platform strategy of the United States with a
goal of reestablishing publicly accessible
American Centers;
(2) after taking into account relevant security considerations, the Secretary of State
should consider placing United States public
diplomacy facilities at locations conducive
to maximizing their use, consistent with the
authority given to the Secretary under section 606(a)(2)(B) of the Secure Embassy Construction and Counterterrorism Act of 1999
(22 U.S.C. 4865(a)(2)(B)) to waive certain requirements of that Act.
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70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
TRAGEDY OF THE M.S. ST. LOUIS
Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the Judiciary Committee be discharged from consideration of S. Res.
111 and the Senate proceed to its consideration
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The clerk will report the resolution
by title.
The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:
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A resolution (S. Res. 111) recognizing June
6, 2009, as the 70th anniversary of the tragic
date when the M.S. St. Louis, a ship carrying
Jewish refugees from Nazi Germany, returned to Europe after its passengers were
refused admittance to the United States.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, today the
Senate remembers a moment in history
when the United States failed to provide refuge to slightly more than 900
individuals fleeing religious and racial
persecution in Nazi Germany. S. Res.
111 acknowledges the 70th anniversary
of the date, June 6, 1939, when the M.S.
St. Louis, a German ocean liner, started
its return voyage to Europe with nearly all of its original passengers. Later,
over 250 of those individuals would perish in the Holocaust.
The story starts on May 13, 1939,
when the M.S. St. Louis sailed from
Hamburg, Germany, to Havana, Cuba
with 937 passengers, mostly Jewish refugees, searching for freedom and safety. State-supported antiSemitism including violent pogroms, expulsion
from public schools and services, and
arrest and imprisonment solely because of Jewish heritage forced those
passengers to leave their homes.
When the M.S. St. Louis arrived in
Havana, the Cuban Government allowed only 28 passengers to disembark.
Corruption and political maneuvering
within the Cuban Government invalidated the transit visas of the other passengers. Before returning to Europe,
the ship sailed toward Miami hoping
for a solution. The ship sailed so close
to Florida that the passengers could
see the lights of Miami. One survivor
remembers his father commenting that
‘‘Florida’s golden shores, so near,
might as well be 4,000 miles away for
all the good it did them.’’
The U.S. Immigration and Nationality Act of 1924 strictly limited the
number of immigrants admitted to the
United States each year and in 1939 the
waiting list for German-Austrian immigration was several years long.
While the press and citizens were largely sympathetic to the passengers’
plight, no extraordinary measures were
taken to permit the refugees to enter
the United States. The passengers were
told that they must ‘‘await their turns
on the waiting list and qualify for and
obtain immigration visas.’’
On June 6, 1939, the M.S. St. Louis
sailed back to Europe with nearly all of
its original passengers. The passengers
obtained refuge in Great Britain, the
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Netherlands, Belgium, and France.
World War II started 3 months later
and those countries, with the exception
of Great Britain, fell to Nazi occupation. Two hundred and fifty-four of
those passengers died during the Holocaust and many others suffered under
Nazi persecution and in concentration
camps.
S. Res. 111 acknowledges the 70th anniversary of the return voyage of the
M.S. St. Louis and honors the memory
of those passengers including the 254
who died during the Holocaust. The St.
Louis is only one tragedy out of millions from that time, but seventy years
later, it still haunts us as a nation and
deserves recognition.
Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, with
no intervening action or debate, and
any statements relating to this matter
be printed in the RECORD.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (S. Res. 111) was
agreed to.
The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
S. RES. 111
Whereas on May 13, 1939, the ocean liner
M.S. St. Louis departed from Hamburg, Germany for Havana, Cuba with 937 passengers,
most of whom were Jewish refugees fleeing
Nazi persecution;
Whereas the Nazi regime in Germany in
the 1930s implemented a program of violent
persecution of Jews;
Whereas the Kristallnacht, or Night of
Broken Glass, pogrom of November 9
through 10, 1938, signaled an increase in violent anti-Semitism;
Whereas after the Cuban Government, on
May 27, 1939, refused entry to all except 28
passengers on board the M.S. St. Louis, the
M.S. St. Louis proceeded to the coast of
south Florida in hopes that the United
States would accept the refugees;
Whereas the United States refused to allow
the M.S. St. Louis to dock and thereby provide a haven for the Jewish refugees;
Whereas the Immigration Act of 1924
placed strict limits on immigration;
Whereas a United States Coast Guard cutter patrolled near the M.S. St. Louis to prevent any passengers from jumping to freedom;
Whereas following denial of admittance of
the passengers to Cuba, the United States,
and Canada, the M.S. St. Louis set sail on
June 6, 1939, for return to Antwerp, Belgium
with the refugees; and
Whereas 254 former passengers of the M.S.
St. Louis died under Nazi rule: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) recognizes that June 6, 2009, marks the
70th anniversary of the tragic date when the
M.S. St. Louis returned to Europe after its
passengers were refused admittance to the
United States and other countries in the
Western Hemisphere;
(2) honors the memory of the 937 refugees
aboard the M.S. St. Louis, most of whom
were Jews fleeing Nazi oppression, and 254 of
whom subsequently died during the Holocaust;
(3) acknowledges the suffering of those refugees caused by the refusal of the United
States, Cuban, and Canadian governments to
provide them political asylum; and
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(4) recognizes the 70th anniversary of the
M.S. St. Louis tragedy as an opportunity for
public officials and educators to raise awareness about an important historical event,
the lessons of which are relevant to current
and future generations.
f

HONORING
THE
ENTREPRENEURIAL
SPIRIT
OF
SMALL
BUSINESS
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
154.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.
The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 154) honoring the entrepreneurial spirit of small business concerns in the United States during National
Small Business Week, beginning May 17,
2009.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, there be no intervening action or debate, and any statements relating to this matter be printed in the
RECORD.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (S. Res. 154) was
agreed to.
The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
S. RES. 154
Whereas the approximately 27,200,000 small
business concerns in the United States are
the driving force behind the Nation’s economy, creating more than 93 percent of all net
new jobs and generating more than 50 percent of the Nation’s non-farm gross domestic
product;
Whereas small businesses play an integral
role in rebuilding the Nation’s economy;
Whereas Congress has emphasized the importance of small businesses by improving
access to capital through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009;
Whereas small business concerns are the
Nation’s innovators, serving to advance
technology and productivity;
Whereas small business concerns represent
97 percent of all exporters and produce 29
percent of exported goods;
Whereas Congress established the Small
Business Administration in 1953 to aid, counsel, assist, and protect the interests of small
business concerns in order to preserve free
and competitive enterprise, to ensure that a
fair proportion of the total purchases, contracts, and subcontracts for property and
services for the Federal Government are
placed with small business concerns, to
make certain that a fair proportion of the
total sales of Government property are made
to such small business concerns, and to
maintain and strengthen the overall economy of the Nation;
Whereas the Small Business Administration has helped small business concerns with
access to critical lending opportunities, protected small business concerns from excessive Federal regulatory enforcement, played
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