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youthful sense of humor and her passion
about changing American politics.

Madam Speaker, Matilda Garcia is a highly
regarded woman who has touched the lives of
many in Tampa. | am proud to call her my
neighbor, and | join many others to applaud
her lifelong contribution to the Tampa Bay
community.

———

INTRODUCING THE ENERGY EFFI-
CIENT AND ENVIRONMENTALLY
FRIENDLY AUTOMOBILE TAX
CREDIT ACT

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2009

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
introduce the Energy Efficient and Environ-
mentally Friendly Automobile Tax Credit Act,
legislation that will help Americans reduce pol-
lution and the amount they pay for gas. My
legislation accomplishes these important goals
by providing Americans a tax credit of up to
$2,000 when they sell or trade in a car and
obtain a vehicle that has at least a 20% higher
average fuel economy than the sold or traded-
in car. The bill also creates a federal tax de-
duction for any state or local taxes paid on the
purchase of the more fuel-efficient automobile
and makes interest on loans to purchase the
more fuel-efficient automobile tax deductible.

This legislation will help Americans reduce
the amount they pay to fill up their cars by
making it easier for them to obtain more fuel-
efficient cars. | hope my colleagues would
agree that Congress should provide free mar-
ket incentives to make it easier for Americans
to exchange their current cars for cars that
create less pollution.

Providing tax deductions and tax credits to
make it easier for Americans to purchase fuel-
efficient automobiles is a win for American
consumers, a win for the environment, and a
win for those of us who favor free market solu-
tions to pollution and high gas prices. | urge
my colleagues to support this legislation.

A TRIBUTE TO NATALIE ADDISON

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2009

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Natalie Addison, the Assistant
Manager of Collections at Starrett City and
resident of Brooklyn.

Natalie, a native of Queens, was raised in
the Queensbridge Housing Projects. She at-
tended and graduated, with a concentration in
business subjects, from Washington Irving
High School in Manhattan. Pursuing her inter-
est in the field of business after high school
graduation, Natalie excelled at the Berk Busi-
ness School. Natalie was a high achiever who
graduated with the honor of Valedictorian for
Accounting and Business Management.

Continuing to advance on her employment
path, Natalie worked for the Equitable Life In-
surance Company. Always interested to ex-
pand the application of her knowledge, she
transferred to the New York City Board of
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Education and was assigned to the Commu-
nity District 19 office located in the East New
York section of Brooklyn.

Currently, Natalie is employed by Starrett
City at Spring Creek. As the Assistant Man-
ager of Collections, Natalie interacts daily with
Starrett’s legal department. And when life ap-
pears to throw tenants a financial curve ball,
Natalie’s ability to aide people with finding a
method of paying their rent becomes para-
mount.

Her compassion and concern for her con-
stituents demonstrated though her patience
and efforts on their behalf immediately make
the tenants realize the necessity to become
more responsible for the well-being of their
families. She makes an official matter under-
standable by providing a caring voice.

As the “First Lady” of the Alpha Riders MC,
Inc., located in East New York, Natalie was
challenged by a motorcycle accident that left
her seriously injured and hospitalized for four
months. She attributes her rapid recovery to
God and a dedicated staff at the Wartburg Lu-
theran Home For The Aging, where she and
the Alpha Riders still today volunteer their time
each month to others in need of love and as-
sistance.

Natalie has been married to Barry “Mr. B”
Addison for thirty-one years and they are the
proud parents of Ebony, Barry Il and very
proud grandparents of Lil Andre.

TRIBUTE TO SALLY GORDON
HON. ADRIAN SMITH

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2009

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in honor of a wonderful lady and a
true Nebraska treasure. Today, Sally Gordon
will be celebrating her 100th birthday in a
place which has come to know and love her—
The Nebraska State Capitol.

Sally was the Nebraska Legislature’s first fe-
male Sergeant-at-Arms when she was first
hired in 1983—and she has been putting Ne-
braska lawmakers in their place ever since.

In this day and age, such dedication to pub-
lic service is rare and her amazing stamina
has put many of her colleagues to shame over
the years.

She truly exemplifies the word “elegant”
and | have been blessed to have had the op-
portunity to work with her during my time in
the Nebraska Unicameral.

Sally, may your force never diminish and
your voice never fade.

Happy Birthday.

HONORING WASHINGTON COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S 75TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2009

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor the Washington County Historical Soci-
ety and their dedicated preservation of the his-
tory of Washington County and Minnesota.

Founded on April 11th, 1934, the Society
has grown from 75 members meeting in the
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public library to more than 700 members oper-
ating four buildings, two museums and a
growing research library.

In 1941, the Society purchased the War-
den’s House Museum and today it is one of
Minnesota’s oldest buildings and the second
oldest continuously operating house museum.
The Society purchased the Boutwell Cemetery
and the Hay Lake School in 1978 and shortly
thereafter the school’s neighbor, the Johannes
Erickson Log House, was donated for the So-
ciety’s care and restoration. All three buildings
are on the National Register of Historic
Places.

The Society provides educational programs
and historical expertise with the ultimate goal
of collaborating with the community, facilitating
historical discussion and providing an oppor-
tunity for all Washington County residents to
learn and enjoy their area’s history. Minnesota
is so rich with history, heritage, and tradition.
This work is such a tremendous service to us
all.

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to recognize
and congratulate the Washington County His-
torical Society on their 75th Anniversary. Their
efforts have demonstrated the importance of
historical preservation and resulted in a strong
sense of community heritage throughout
Washington County.

—————

INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION REC-
OGNIZING THE CRUCIAL ROLE
OF ASSISTANCE DOGS IN HELP-
ING WOUNDED VETERANS LIVE
MORE INDEPENDENT LIVES, AND
SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF CREATING A TOWER
OF HOPE DAY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2009

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to introduce a resolution that ac-
knowledges the admirable role of assistance
dogs in helping our wounded veterans live
more independent lives, expresses gratitude to
the Tower of Hope, and supports the goals
and ideals of creating a Tower of Hope Day.

We currently have over 170,000 troops de-
ployed in Iraq and Afghanistan. Thousands of
those brave service men and women have
been seriously wounded in combat. Many of
these courageous soldiers suffer from brain in-
juries, single and double amputations, and
other traumatic wounds. As a result, they are
required to spend weeks, months, and years
in hospitals recovering from their injuries.

Madam Speaker, we must not forget that
these brave men and women are still in gen-
uine need of assistance to continue their re-
covery. Assistance dogs will help to empower
veterans in need of assistance to live a more
comfortable and independent life.

The Tower of Hope is dedicated to providing
wounded soldiers with service dogs. The
Tower of Hope was created following the Sep-
tember 11th terrorist attacks in an effort to
bring about hope and happiness to our
wounded veterans. Among other things, these
dogs assist wounded veterans with the nec-
essary everyday tasks such as using the
stairs, retrieving items, pulling wheelchairs,
and even turning lights on and off. In addition
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