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nationwide have access to health care. Thus,
I will support this measure.
f

PAUL CUFFE: VOTING RIGHTS
PIONEER

HON. BARNEY FRANK
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 16, 2009
Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, Saturday, January 17, is the 250th
birthday of Paul Cuffe. He is not well known,
but he should be. I was not myself familiar
with his important role in our history and as
one of those who fought against the terrible
racist pattern that mars our early history until
it was called to my attention by a constituent,
Brock N. Cordeiro of the Town of Dartmouth.
Mr. Cordeiro wrote to me and called my attention to Mr. Cuffe’s role. As Mr. Cordeiro notes,
in 1781 ‘‘Paul Cuffe sought the franchise or
relief from taxation without representation’’ and
he played a major role in the fact that this
happened in Massachusetts in 1783. Many
years later, in 1864, as the Town of Dartmouth, Massachusetts, celebrated its centennial, people noted that ‘‘it was his determined
and manly efforts, and his refusal to pay the
taxes assessed upon him, on the grounds that
he had no voice or vote with his neighbors,
that finally secured from the Legislature of
Massachusetts equal rights of suffrage for the
colored man with the white man.’’
Madam Speaker, I am very proud as an
American of the role that America has played
as the first vibrant self-governed Nation, but
the racism that marked our early years is the
source of trouble which we are still fighting to
overcome. It is therefore entirely appropriate
to recognize as his 250th birthday approaches
the pioneering work of Paul Cuffe. It is very
difficult to imagine from our safe haven today
what moral and physical courage it took for
Mr. Cuffe to defy the racist consensus which
confronted him, and his example should be
widely hailed.
I am grateful to Brock Cordeiro for calling
this to my attention. Mr. Cordeiro noted in his
letter to me that he came to this through his
academic studies, and because of his own
history in the need to confront our racist past
and to mark the progress we have made in
overcoming it, he wrote a master’s thesis on
Mr. Cuffe.
Madam Speaker, as you know, and as I advised Mr. Cordeiro, we do not issue proclamations on people’s birthdays, but given the
great historical example that Paul Cuffe has
given, I am very proud to insert this tribute to
him on his 250th birthday into this RECORD.
f
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Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, my colleagues and I join together today to introduce
the Smithsonian Institution Facilities Authorization Act of 2009.
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I thank my colleagues, including Committee
on House Administration Chairman BRADY,
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Ranking Member MICA and Subcommittee
Chairwoman NORTON, Majority Leader HOYER,
and the Congressional Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, Mr. BECERRA, Ms. MATSUI,
and Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas, for joining me
as cosponsors of this important legislation and
for their continued efforts to move these authorizations of critical Smithsonian facilities forward.
This bill authorizes the Board of Regents of
the Smithsonian Institution to design and construct laboratory space to accommodate the
Mathias Laboratory at the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center, SERC, in
Edgewater, Maryland, and to construct laboratory space to accommodate the terrestrial research program of the Smithsonian Tropical
Research Institute, STRI, in Gamboa, Panama. The bill also authorizes the Board of Regents to construct a greenhouse facility at its
museum support facility in Suitland, Maryland.
Section 2 of the bill authorizes the Board of
Regents to design and construct laboratory
and support space to accommodate the Mathias Laboratory at the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center in Edgewater, Maryland. The bill authorizes $41 million to design
and construct the facility. SERC is a global
leader in the study of ecosystems in the coastal zone. The 52,000-square-foot replacement
laboratory will be connected to the existing
structure to provide an operationally efficient
and environmentally sustainable laboratory facility for SERC’s research programs. The
project will eliminate the use of temporary, unsafe trailers, address substandard, inefficient
laboratory facilities, and will substantially reduce the facility’s energy use and maintenance costs.
Section 3 of the bill authorizes the Board of
Regents to construct laboratory space to accommodate the terrestrial research program of
the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute in
Gamboa, Panama. The bill authorizes $14 million to construct the 53,283-square-foot facility.
STRI is the principal United States organization devoted to research in tropical biology.
Tropical biology is critical to finding untapped
resources to add to the important supply of
food, pharmaceuticals, and fiber of tropical regions. STRI has outgrown the space available
at its current facilities and this bill provides for
construction of a new lab in Gamboa, Panama, on the east bank of the Panama Canal.
Gamboa is protected by geography from the
encroachment of civilization and pollution. The
terrestrial research program is critical to understanding the role that tropical plants and
soils play in global climate change models and
for enriching knowledge of tropical biodiversity.
Section 4 of the bill authorizes the Board of
Regents of the Smithsonian Institution to construct a greenhouse facility at its museum support facility in Suitland, Maryland. This bill authorizes $12 million for the construction of a
new greenhouse facility. This facility will support the Office of Facilities Engineering and
Operations, OFEO, of the Horticulture Services Division, HSD. This office provides services for the Smithsonian museums and units
through planting for exhibits and special
events, and through development and management of the Smithsonian public gardens.
In the 110th Congress, I introduced two bills
to authorize the facilities authorized by this
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legislation. The Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure reported H.R. 6627, the
Smithsonian Institution Facilities Authorization
Act of 2008, a bill to authorize the SERC and
STRI facilities on September 15, 2008. The
House passed this bill by voice vote on September 17, 2008. The Committee reported
H.R. 5492, a bill to authorize the greenhouse
facility in Suitland, Maryland, on March 10,
2008. The House passed this bill by voice
vote on March 11, 2008. Unfortunately, the
Senate did not complete action on these bills
in the 110th Congress.
I look forward to continuing to work with the
Smithsonian as the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure moves to address the
enormous repair and maintenance backlog of
the Smithsonian Institution facilities and to ensure that its facilities meet the highest standards of energy efficiency and conservation.
I urge my colleagues to join me in supporting the Smithsonian Institution Facilities
Authorization Act of 2009.
f
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Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in support of Israel’s right to defend its
citizens from the terrorism and extremism of
Hamas. The United States and this Congress
have a responsibility to stand in solidarity with
Israel as it endures a difficult moment in its
history. We must understand that this conflict
was created by Hamas’s unwavering commitment to violence against both Israelis and Palestinians. Since 2001, Hamas has fired over
7,500 rockets and mortars at villages and
towns in Southern Israel. More alarmingly,
Hamas has recently acquired rockets with an
increased range that have the ability to levy
even more destruction on Israeli society. As
their rocket technology becomes more sophisticated, Hamas could potentially strike airports,
major cities and nuclear power plants. Would
we as Americans accept living under an incessant barrage of violent air attacks? We would
expect our leaders to take the appropriate action against these perpetrators of violence.
Israel has correctly taken steps that will ensure that terrorism against its nation will be
eliminated with the hope that one day its nation can live in peace. I firmly believe that a
two-state solution is the only way in which
peace and stability can come to Israelis and
Palestinians in the Middle East.
Madam Speaker, for over 20 years, Palestinians have been subject to the terror, intimidation and militancy of Hamas. This terrorist organization openly recruits suicide
bombers to launch attacks throughout the Middle East. Earlier this month, a female suicide
bomber killed over 100 innocent Iraqis without
causing the slightest outcry from Hamas. In
Gaza, Hamas has committed a litany of
human rights violations including the arrest,
tortures and imprisonment of political opponents. In December 2008, Hamas terrorists refused to allow Palestinian pilgrims in Gaza to
travel to Mecca, Islam’s holy site. Hamas represents a great threat to international peace
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