May 21, 2008

oil for the SPR drives up gas prices, and
costs taxpayers billions. This is money that
working men and women cannot put into
other parts of the economy, harming Amer-
ican families and businesses alike.

While I recognize this action should not be
taken as a means of reducing prices in the
long run, it can have temporary benefits
that could go a long way to helping Amer-
ican families who are being squeezed, and to
stimulate the economy. I urge you to take
this important step.

Sincerely,
RON KIND,
Member of Congress.

——————

A PROCLAMATION HONORING COM-
MANDER SERGEANT LAWRENCE
SKAGGS FOR HIS MILITARY
SERVICE AND INDUCTION INTO
THE OHIO MILITARY HALL OF
FAME OF VALOR

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 20, 2008

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Sergeant Lawrence
served in the United States Army; and

Whereas, he was inducted into the Ohio
Military Hall of Fame of Valor; and

Whereas, the local Army Reserve Center in
Chillicothe, Ohio bears his name in com-
memoration of his hard work and dedication;
and

Whereas, Sergeant Lawrence Skaggs
earned the Silver Star, a Purple Heart, Good
Conduct, World War Il Victory, and Asiatic Pa-
cific Campaign medals for his service; now,
therefore, be it

Resolved that along with his friends, family,
and the residents of the 18th Congressional
District, | commend and thank Sergeant Law-
rence Skaggs for his contributions to his com-
munity and country.

Skaggs

IN MEMORY OF GOPAL RAJU
HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 20, 2008

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, on April 10, Mr. Gopal Raju, a pio-
neer of Indian American Journalism, leader in
his community, and founder of the publication
India Abroad, News India-Times, and the In-
dian American Center for Political Awareness
(IACPA), passed away at the age of 80.

Mr. Raju spent a lifetime supporting the In-
dian American community and promoting a
stronger relationship between India and the
United States. In particular, the Washington
Leadership Program that was formed under
the IACPA has allowed nearly two hundred In-
dian Americans to participate as interns on
Capitol Hill—some of whom have even served
in the office of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of South Carolina.

Additional achievements include launching
the Indian American Foundation (IAF)—which
raised millions of dollars for causes in India—
and the India Abroad News Service that for
over 20 years has been a vital channel for in-
formation sharing between the United States
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and India. Most recently, Mr. Raju was the
editor and publisher of News India-Times, Gu-
jarat Times, and Desi Talk.

A man of passion and committed to the
needs of his community and his people, Mr.
Raju received the Ellis Island Medal of Honor
which is given to immigrants for their contribu-
tions to the United States, the 2000 Asia Soci-
ety’s Leadership Award, the 2006 Taraknath
Das Foundation award, and in 2007 he was
recognized by India with the Pravasi Bharatiya
Samman award.

A memorial service for Mr. Gopal Raju was
held on May 17th at the Maharaja Hall in
Royal Albert’s Palace in Fords, New Jersey. It
was organized by India Abroad and the South
Asian Journalists Association.

| was honored to have met this incredible in-
dividual. | know his humility and selfless con-
tribution to the lives of the millions his pro-
grams and publications touched will be
missed. My thoughts and prayers are with Mr.
Raju’s family and the entire Indian American
community.

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. LAMAR SMITH

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 20, 2008

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
submit the following:

Requesting Member: Congressman LAMAR
SMITH.

Bill Number: H.R. 5658.

Account: Department of Defense, Army
RDTE (R-1 Line #133).

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Applied
Physical Electronics, LLC.

Address of Requesting Entity: 5208 Electric
Avenue, Spicewood, Texas 78669.

Description of Request: The requested
funds will be used to produce technology to
support efforts against terrorist activities, to
fund two endowed professors from the Univer-
sity of Texas for antenna design support and
for signal and image processing, to acquire
key capital laboratory equipment, and to hire
12 highly skilled professional engineers, as
well as supporting staff. The UT professors
will be funded to continue in their efforts to
help design compact antenna structures, as
well as the development of algorithms nec-
essary for detecting and identifying explosives
and controlling electronics used with Impro-
vised Explosive Devices (IEDs). The nec-
essary equipment and additional staff will fur-
ther the development of APELC’s technology
into systems deployed for defense against
IEDs and Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs),
with the ultimate objective being the utilization
of APELC’s technology as integral compo-
nents of future applicable DoD systems, in-
cluding MDA, Army, Air Force, DARPA and
the Navy.

Description of Matching Funds: APELC is
close to securing matching funds from a U.S.
prime contractor in the form of a 3 year
teaming agreement. The amount is expected
to be approximately 1:3 match to the dollars
requested. The matching funding will be used
to move APELC’s technology into deployable
systems for field use. Furthermore, the prin-
cipals of APELC continue investing in the
company, and in the form of facility improve-

E985

ment to better facilitate technology develop-
ment.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO CENTRAL
HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1958

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 20, 2008

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | am pleased to
extend my congratulations and best wishes to
the Central High School Class of 1958 as they
prepare to celebrate their 50th class reunion
on May 30, 2008. Central High is located in
Galveston, Texas, which is in my Congres-
sional district. Constructed in 1895 to ensure
that the segregation laws then in effect did not
deny Galveston’s African-American children
the opportunity to obtain an education, Central
High is the oldest high school in Texas built to
serve African-Americans.

Laws dictating what schools a child can and
cannot attend, based solely on that child’s
race, are a shameful aspect of America’s his-
tory. We should take every opportunity pos-
sible to salute those, like the students of Cen-
tral High, who refused to allow the “Jim Crow”
laws stop them from obtaining an education.

The class of 1958 holds particular signifi-
cance, as they were the first class to complete
all 4 years in the new Central High that
opened in 1954. Madam Speaker, | once
again extend my congratulations to the mem-
bers of the Central High Class of 1958 as they
prepare to celebrate their 50th class reunion.

————————

H.R. 5613, THE PROTECTING THE
MEDICAID SAFETY NET ACT

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 20, 2008

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, | rise to
voice my strong support for H.R. 5613, the
Protecting the Medicaid Safety Net Act. This
important bipartisan bill extends a moratorium
until April 1, 2009 on seven Administration-im-
posed Medicaid regulations that if imple-
mented, would severely reduce federal Med-
icaid funding.

Without the moratorium, Medicaid funding to
states for vital programs and services would
be cut by $18 billion over the next 5 years.
These cuts include restrictions on Medicaid
payments for graduate medical education,
GME, rehabilitation services, and outpatient
hospital services, among other services.

It would be irresponsible to think about cut-
ting funding to academic medical centers and
residency training programs when we currently
face a shortage of physicians. If these cuts
were allowed to go into effect, we would be
unable to provide necessary medical services
to many people who depend upon Medicaid.

Constantly cutting funds to the very services
which keep our fragmented, nonsystem of
health care afloat is inhumane and nonsen-
sical.

The tactic of underfunding federal programs
in an attempt to undermine their effectiveness
demonstrates the Administration’s lack of com-
mitment to the programs that faithfully and ef-
fectively serve the American people.
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