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Laurie’s particular case. These include the
FBI’s decision not to have a polygraph test of
the crewmember and the cruise line’s decision
to withhold Laurie’s own medical information.
These incidents beg the question: what is
the process when a crime is committed on a
cruise line and what recourse do passengers
have? The more I have inquired, the more I
have been alarmed that there is no shortage
of cases of: rape, sexual assaults of minors,
alcohol related fighting and abuse, and persons overboard.
Even more troubling, most of these incidents have not been fully resolved or prosecuted. I have also learned that there have
been no convictions for rape cases on cruise
lines in four decades, a statistic that takes a
new meaning through the lens of Ms.
Dishman’s experience.
As a result of continued cases of victims of
crimes on the high seas, and with the much
appreciated
leadership
of
Chairman
CUMMINGS, the Subcommittee on Coast Guard
and Maritime Transportation held a hearing on
this important issue in March, 2007. The hearing showed numerous discrepancies between
the experience sold by cruise lines and the
real experience on board these ships. In addition, the hearing highlighted how crime numbers reported to Congress in a previous hearing are radically different from the cruise industry’s internal crime statistics.
The result of our hearing, combined with numerous and unending media reports of crimes
on cruise ships, point to the need for increased safety and security for these passengers. Prevention can be an important tool,
and we all know that prevention starts with
making people aware of the potential for a
crime to occur. It is time for Congress to acknowledge formally this ongoing problem and
to ensure that Americans are informed, aware
and safe. The Resolution I am introducing
today will do just that.
The resolution acknowledges:
The lack of federal regulation overseeing
crime reporting by the cruise industry;
The absence of law enforcement officials on
ocean voyages;
That without a law enforcement official,
cruise officials are essentially responsible for
collection and preserving a crime scene;
Most cruise ships are registered under the
laws of another country;
Perpetrators of sexual violence and other
violent crimes on cruise ships are rarely
brought to justice; and
Consumers who book a cruise generally do
not receive information at the point of sale
about their legal rights as a cruise passenger
and who to contact for help in the event a
crime occurs during their voyage.
And Resolves that:
The members of the International Cruise
Victims Association, the National Center for
Victims of Crime, and the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network are to be commended
for their leadership in highlighting the problem
of crimes against American citizens on cruise
ships;
Americans who are victims of crime on a
cruise ship should have access to justice, and
necessary steps should be taken to ensure
that the perpetrators of such crimes are
brought to justice;
The cruise industry should provide comprehensive information to passengers about
security risks and maintain necessary security
personnel on each ship; and
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Congress should provide oversight to ensure the safety and security of American passengers.
Madam Speaker, nearly all cruise ships operate under a foreign flag. U.S. citizens who
are victimized onboard cruise ships often do
not know their legal rights or who to contact
for help in the immediate aftermath of crimes.
Cruises operate in a legal vacuum, where a
lack of accountability empowers predators and
obstructs their victims’ pursuit of justice. That
is an unacceptable situation, made worse by
the cruise lines’ own efforts to avoid scrutiny
of and accountability for their own handling of
the security of their passengers.
My hope is that with increased Congressional involvement that the cruise lines finally
take these crimes seriously and enact necessary reforms. The Resolution acknowledges
the ongoing safety concerns and will help ensure that the millions of men, women and children who cruise each year are informed,
aware and safe on cruise ships. This resolution is supported by the Women’s Caucus and
Victim’s Rights Caucus, and I would urge all of
my colleagues to cosponsor this important
Resolution.
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Monday, September 17, 2007
Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to
honor Sergeant Michael Yarbrough of Glen
Rose, Arkansas, who died on September 6,
2007, fighting for our country in Iraq while supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom. He was 24
years old when he selflessly gave his life for
his country during combat operations.
Sergeant Yarbrough’s deep sense of unity
and teamwork led him to honorably serve his
country as a United States Marine. Having
completed 2 tours of duty, Sergeant
Yarbrough volunteered to return to Iraq in
place of a soldier whose wife was pregnant.
This gesture of selflessness encapsulated the
spirit of this young man as he was always
thinking of others before himself.
Sergeant Yarbrough joined the Marines in
January of 2002, and his proud service will
continue to live on and serve as an inspiration
to the many soldiers who knew him and fought
alongside him in combat. He was a Marine in
the 3rd Assault Amphibian Battalion, 1st Marine Division, 1st Marine Expeditionary Force.
His bravery and courage as a Marine was exemplified by his numerous awards and military
decorations, including the Purple Heart Medal.
Sergeant Michael Yarbrough gave his life to
serve our country and he will forever be remembered as a hero, a husband, a son and
a friend. My deepest condolences go out to
his wife Mary Ann Yarbrough; his mother,
Rhonda Kidder and his father Jerry
Yarbrough; his 2 sisters Misty Hutcheson and
Christy Smith; and to his numerous aunts, uncles, nieces and nephews. He will be missed
by his family, his community, his country and
all those who knew him. On this 17th day of
September, which would have been Sergeant
Yarbrough’s 25th birthday, I honor him for his
service and will continue to keep his family in
my deepest thoughts and prayers.
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Mr. MCINTYRE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to speak about climate change and concerns that I share with many Americans about
its effects on our planet. The Industrial Revolution ushered in a new world of economic opportunity and prosperity in this country, but
with that also came major changes to the
composition of the Earth’s atmosphere.
For the past 200 years, the burning of fossil
fuels, such as coal and oil, and deforestation
have caused the concentrations of heat-trapping greenhouse gases to increase significantly in our atmosphere. As the concentrations of these gases continue to increase, the
Earth’s temperature is rising to record levels.
According to NOAA and NASA data, the
Earth’s average surface temperature has increased by about 1.2 to 1.4 degrees Fahrenheit since 1900. The warmest global average temperatures on record have all occurred
during the last 15 years, with 1998 and 2005
being the hottest. And we all know how extremely hot this past August was—one of the
hottest months on record in many parts of the
country.
If greenhouse gases continue to increase,
climate models predict that the average temperature of the Earth’s surface could increase
from 2.5 to 10.4 degrees Fahrenheit above
1990 levels by the end of this century. This
phenomenon of climate change may be a reason for many environmental issues facing our
world today. Whether it’s melting polar ice
caps, devastating floods, shriveling droughts,
or sea level rise, every area of the globe has
the potential to be affected by the impacts of
global warming.
The contributing factors to global warming
are many and are not concentrated from one
source. Emissions come from power plants,
vehicles, industrial processes, agriculture, forestry, and other land use, and waste management. If we are to be successful in curbing our
greenhouse gas emissions, we must institute
an economy-wide application to protect our
environment while not dislocating any vital
economic sectors.
Working to reduce the contributing factors of
climate change also has the strong potential of
helping the U.S. reduce its dependence on
foreign oil. New technologies are constantly
being developed for alternative fuels and other
petroleum-based products. It is important that
we move forward with a balanced approach to
both energy independence and emissions reduction that takes into account impacts to both
the environment and the economy.
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Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to Specialist Marisol Heredia who died
of injuries suffered while serving in Iraq. Specialist Heredia was a member of the U.S.
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