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this country, and he believed a multi-cultural
education could be used to achieve this. Bells
for Peace is an effort to carry on Dr. Ellison’s
life’s work.
As part of this effort, Bells for Peace hopes
to install a 35 bell carillon in the University’s
empty Vann Memorial Tower, which sits atop
its Belgian Friendship Building. In 1939, the
Belgian Government presented the Friendship
Building and Tower to Virginia Union in a gesture of international goodwill. The Friendship
Building had been the centerpiece of the Belgian Pavilion at the 1939 World’s Fair in New
York. However, prior to presenting the structure to Virginia Union, the Belgians removed
the bell carillon and awarded it to President
Herbert Hoover. President Hoover gave the
carillon to his alma mater, Stanford University,
where the bells now ring at the Hoover Institution of War and Peace.
The Belgian Government selected Virginia
Union for the gift from 27 colleges that desired
the Friendship Building and Tower. Virginia
Union was selected because of its location,
history, and mission. Where better to place a
symbol of peace, hope, and unity than in Richmond, Virginia, the former capital of the Confederate states that nearly burned to the
ground when the Southern troops fled the city.
Where better than on a campus that was first
located in a rented structure known as
Lumpkin’s Jail, a former slave holding pen.
And where better than at a University that was
born of several small colleges dedicated to the
dignified education of African Americans, while
struggling against post-Civil War prejudice. In
1899, these colleges joined together in a
‘‘union’’ that opened its doors as Virginia
Union. The Belgian Government recognized
this significant history and felt that its ‘‘Friendship Building’’ would be best served on the
shores of the James River in Richmond.
Following the Belgian Government’s decision to give the structure to Virginia Union, Dr.
John Malcus Ellison single-handedly raised
$500,000 in donations to transport and re-construct the Friendship Building on the Richmond campus. Shortly thereafter, the Friendship Building was used by the U.S. Armed
Forces as the Eastern Virginia induction site
for soldiers going off to fight in WWII. It was
within this building that thousands of African
American soldiers were processed into the
military. It was also through this building that
the late Vice Admiral Samuel L. Gravely frequently passed. Vice Admiral Gravely, a Virginia Union graduate, was the first African
American to achieve the rank of Admiral and
command a Naval fleet.
Because of its remarkable history, the Belgian Friendship Building has been designated
a United States National Treasure and Virginia
Historical Landmark, but its majestic tower,
which can be seen from many vantage points
in the Richmond community, remains empty
and silent. Bells for Peace, in its quest to obtain a new carillon for the Vann Memorial
Tower, hopes to change that. Bells for Peace
is also working to restore the aged and worn
Friendship Building, so that it may become a
top-quality facility for students pursuing a
multi-cultural education.
Through its restoration efforts, the organization has brought much deserved attention to
this historical landmark and highly respected
Virginia Union University. Bells for Peace calls
on people to recognize the importance of an
international ‘‘Friendship’’ building and symbol
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of peace, hope, and unity erected at a historically black college; a college known for its
multi-cultural studies and graduates who have
made contributions to communities around the
world. Bells for Peace calls on people to remember the legacy of Dr. John Malcus Ellison,
who not only helped bring the Friendship
Building to Virginia Union, but also helped established the University’s reputation for excellence in education.
Madam Speaker, today it is my privilege to
recognize Bells for Peace and commend it for
its admirable mission. I also wish the organization great success in restoring the Belgian
Friendship Building and filling the belfry tower
with a carillon of bells that can be enjoyed on
the Virginia Union campus and in the Richmond community, and symbolically heard in
communities around the world.
f
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Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the contributions to our
community and the international achievements
of Daisaku and Kaneko Ikeda. Daisaku Ikeda
is the President of Soka Gakkai International
(SGI), a Buddhist association of approximately
12 million members in over 180 countries, including members throughout the United States
and in my home district of Guam. The Ikedas
have dedicated their lives to the promotion of
international peace, the protection of religious
freedom, and the safeguarding of fundamental
human rights. Soka Gakkai International was
formally established on January 26, 1975 in a
ceremony on Guam which was attended by
representatives from around the world. Guam
has since welcomed this organization and its
leaders on various occasions and we continue
to value our friendship with the Ikedas and
Soka Gakkai International members.
Daisaku Ikeda’s leadership has been recognized by many international organizations. He
was awarded the United Nations Peace
Medal, the Simon Wiesenthal Center’s International Tolerance Award and the Rosa Parks
Humanitarian Award. Daisaku Ikeda is the
founder of numerous educational and cultural
institutions in Japan and the United States. He
founded the Tokyo Fuji Art Museum, the MinOn Concert Association, the Boston Research
Center for the 21st Century, and the Toda Institute for Global Peace and Policy Research.
A prolific writer and poet, Daisaku Ikeda has
published more than 200 works in more than
25 languages, all in his effort to promote
peace and international understanding. He has
been conferred over 200 honorary degrees
from universities throughout the world.
Kaneko’s partnership with Daisaku began
with their marriage on May 3, 1952, and since
then, they have been a dynamic team that
mutually supports each other’s work. Kaneko
Ikeda shares her husband’s philosophy and
his drive to work for the benefit of all people.
She has been commended for her work in the
field of education and the humanities and as
a proponent and ambassador for peace. She
has been recognized for her good work by
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being named an honorary citizen of Italy, Switzerland, Brazil, Argentina, Bolivia, the Republic of Korea, New Zealand, and Australia.
Daisaku and Kaneko Ikeda have dedicated
their lives to the advancement of mankind and
the promotion of peace through the improvement of individual lives. They are powerful advocates of social change and goodwill ambassadors for all of humanity. The international
community has recognized and honored their
continuing efforts to advance social justice
based on universal values of equality and dignity. They are truly world class citizens whose
efforts on behalf of many people, especially
those struggling for human rights, should be
recognized. Today we commend them for their
lifetime of humanitarian work and we congratulate them on their fifty-fifth wedding anniversary. We commend them as leaders of
Soka Gakkai International for their contributions to the international community and to the
local communities in our Nation where their
members are making individual contributions
for peace and freedom.
f
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Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, today
marks the 4th anniversary of the speech
President Bush gave on the deck of the
U.S.S. Abraham Lincoln in which he told the
American people that hostilities in Iraq and Afghanistan were over.
Standing under a broad ‘‘Mission Accomplished’’ banner, the President congratulated
Defense Secretary Rumsfeld for a job well
done and declared Iraq free and the Taliban
and Al Qaeda in Afghanistan destroyed.
Like many Americans, the image of the
President under that banner 4 years ago still
stands out because each passing year is a reminder that the mission has not been accomplished, Iraq is not a safer place, and neither
the Taliban nor Al Qaeda have been destroyed.
The President and his advisors try to distract the public with evocative images and
declarations about success in Iraq and Afghanistan. But no amount of spin can disguise
the harsh reality of the desperate situation on
the ground.
On that day 4 years ago, when the President declared an end of hostilities, there were
142,000 American soldiers in Iraq. Today
there are 155,000. On May 1st, 2003, there
had been 138 American casualties and 542
wounded in Iraq. Today the number of casualties is 3,351 and the number of wounded is
25,090.
The Iraqi people have also paid a dear price
during this war. Though exact numbers are
difficult to find, the estimated number of Iraqi
civilians killed by violence since May 2003 is
between 53,000 and 63,000. One controversial study in 2004 estimated that as many as
655,000 have been killed. Today the President
had an opportunity to change direction in Iraq
and begin to bring the war to an end. He
squandered that opportunity.
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The Congress sent the President a bill that
would hold Iraqis accountable for taking the
steps necessary to achieve political reconciliation and greater stability. The bill also provided additional funding to go after Osama bin
Laden, the Taliban and Al Qaeda. By vetoing
the bill, the President missed an opportunity to
change direction in Iraq and finish the job in
Afghanistan.
The situation in Afghanistan remains grim.
On this day 4 years ago, the President told
the American people, ‘‘In the Battle of Afghanistan, we destroyed Al Qaeda and the
Taliban.’’ In speech after speech, Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and other senior
U.S. officials claimed that Al Qaeda had been
routed.
But the reality is that 4 years after the U.S.
invasion, the Taliban have regrouped and remains a serious threat. In fact, a new Jihadist
sanctuary appears to be emerging on the Afghan-Pakistan border.
By almost any metric, whether it is the number of Iraqi schools being built or the number
of Afghan roads secured, it is clear that the
mission in Iraq and Afghanistan is far from accomplished. But it is also clear that Americans
no longer have the patience for impressive
photo ops and overblown pronouncements
about completed missions. The American public wants achievable goals and quantifiable results—not slogans.
f
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Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to celebrate the 100th birthday of
Oliver White Hill, who dedicated his life and
legal talents to making the City of Richmond,
the Commonwealth of Virginia, and this entire
country a place of promise and opportunity for
all. Mr. Hill used his legal talents to bravely
confront and help eradicate decades of racial
inequality and injustice.
Oliver White Hill was born Oliver White in
Richmond, Virginia. After his mother remarried, the Hill family moved to Washington, DC,
where Oliver White Hill graduated from the
legendary Dunbar High School. Mr. Hill went
on to earn his undergraduate degree from
Howard University, and then attended Howard
University’s Law School, where, as destiny
would have it, he was a classmate, rival in
academic achievement, and close friend of
Thurgood Marshall. Upon graduating in 1933,
second in his class only to the future Supreme
Court Justice, Mr. Hill spent his early years as
a civil rights attorney in Richmond, Virginia.
It was there that Mr. Hill grudgingly worked
within the confines of the separate-but-equal
framework of Plessy v. Ferguson, but he
fought hard for better pay, full access to trans-
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portation, and better educational facilities for
African American teachers and students. In
fact, in 1940, working with civil rights legal
stalwarts Thurgood Marshall, William H.
Hastie, and Leon A. Ranson, Mr. Hill won his
first of many landmark cases in Alston v.
School Board of Norfolk, Va. In Alston, the
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals ordered equal
pay for black and white teachers within Norfolk’s school system. Despite the decision, Mr.
Hill was not completely satisfied as race barriers remained, and, as he once said, ‘‘I went
to law school so I could go out and fight segregation.’’
That fight would have to wait. Oliver White
Hill joined the Army in 1943 and admirably
served his country in the European Theatre in
World War II. After a distinguished military career, Mr. Hill immediately began to fight for democracy on a different front—back in the
courts against racial discrimination.
Soon after his return, Oliver White Hill won
the right for equal transportation for Black
school children in the Virginia Supreme Court.
But once again, he was not satisfied with this
‘‘separate-but-equal’’ victory. The course of
history was about to change, however, as Mr.
Hill partnered with another civil rights legal
legend, Spottswood Robinson III, in 1948.
Together, Mr. Hill and Mr. Robinson brought
dozens of civil rights lawsuits against school
districts throughout the State of Virginia, with
as many as seventy-five (75) cases pending at
one time. By some estimates, Mr. Hill and Mr.
Robinson brought more lawsuits than the total
filed in all the other Southern States during
this era.
Despite the burning of a cross in his front
yard and despite almost daily threatening telephone calls to his home, Mr. Hill persevered.
In 1951, undeterred and emboldened, Oliver
White Hill and Spottswood Robinson decided
to move beyond ‘‘separate-but-equal’’ and attack segregation head-on.
That year, Mr. Hill and Mr. Robinson shouldered the cause of the African American students at the all-black R.R. Morton High School
in Farmville, VA, who had walked out of their
leaking, poorly heated classroom building. The
resulting desegregation lawsuit, Davis v.
County School Board of Prince Edward County, was one of several cases decided collectively as Brown v. Board of Education by the
U.S. Supreme Court in 1954.
While Oliver White Hill is best known as the
fierce, tireless civil rights litigator who helped
bring to a close America’s segregation-era, his
involvement in the community went beyond
the courtroom. In 1949, he became the first
African American elected to the Richmond City
Council since Reconstruction. In the early
1960s, Mr. Hill served as Federal Housing
Commissioner in the Department of Housing
and Urban Development. In addition to his
local and Federal government posts, Mr. Hill
served as an officer or member on the boards
of many organizations, including the National
Legal Committee of the NAACP, the National
Bar Association, the Southern Conference for
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Human Welfare, the Virginia State Bar Bench/
Bar Relations Committee, and the Old Dominion Bar Association, which he co-founded.
For his decades of dedication to the law and
accomplishments in the field of civil rights, Oliver White Hill has earned many accolades, including the ‘‘Lawyer of the Year Award’’ from
the National Bar Association in 1959, the
‘‘Simple Justice Award’’ from the NAACP
Legal Defense Fund in 1986, and the ‘‘Justice
Thurgood Marshall Award’’ from the American
Bar Association in 1993. In 1999, President
Clinton awarded Mr. Hill the highest honor the
nation can bestow, the Presidential Medal of
Freedom. A year later Mr. Hill received the
American Bar Association Medal, the National
Bar Association ‘‘Hero of Law Award,’’ and the
‘‘Harvard Medal of Freedom’’ for his role in the
landmark Brown decision. Most recently, in
2005, Mr. Hill was awarded the NAACP’s
highest honor, the Springarn Medal.
In 2000, several legal admirers founded the
Oliver White Hill Foundation. The Foundation
encourages young lawyers to become advocates in the field of individual rights and liberties and to carry on Mr. Hill’s civil rights
work. Lawyers inspired by the Foundation
work with the hope that discrimination based
on race, gender, national origin, sexual preference, and religion will ultimately be abolished, just as Mr. Hill has spent his life hoping
for and working towards.
Madam, Speaker, I offer my congratulations
to Oliver White Hill and pay tribute to him for
being one of history’s most important civil
rights legal pioneers.
f

CONGRATULATING MR. BILL
MULLICAN

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 2, 2007
Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Mr. Bill Mullican of Lubbock, Texas on his recent appointment to the
National Advisory Council for Environmental
Policy and Technology (NACEPT).
Mr. Mullican was appointed to the NACEPT
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator, Stephen Johnson, on April 23,
2007. The Council is comprised of outside experts representing diverse interests from academia, industry, non-governmental organizations, and state, local and tribal governments.
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) established the NACEPT for the purpose of providing expert advice to the EPA
Administrator on a wide array of environmental
policy, technology, and management issues.
Due to his vast knowledge of water development policies and issues, Mr. Mullican will
prove to be a valuable asset to the NACEPT.
A native of Lubbock, Texas, Mr. Mullican
graduated from Texas Tech University with a
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