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Symphony Orchestra and their Symphonic
Wind Ensemble. Robert studied at the American Institute of Musical Studies in Graz, Austria and in the International Festival Institute in
Round Top, Texas. He has also received
coaching in chamber music by Grammy-award
winning cellist Yo-Yo Ma.
As a musician, Bob Fitzer has performed at
Carnegie Hall, recorded Grammy Award winning music, and collaborated with the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra. He has performed on motion picture soundtracks, Broadway shows on tour, and with rock bands such
as Yes and Styx. He has performed with the
United States Navy Band and the Blossom
Festival Concert Band. Bob also served as soloist in 2004 with the Youngstown State University Symphonic Wind Ensemble.
Bob Fitzer has been a faculty member at
YSU’s Dana School of Music for 11 years. He
teaches a studio of 24 clarinet majors and has
formed clarinet choirs, trios and quartets. He
has also served on the faculties of Trinity University in San Antonio and Allegheny College
in Meadville, Pennsylvania. In addition, he
also conducts classes at his private clarinet
studio in Youngstown.
Bob Fitzer has also been involved in the
community life of Youngstown and Mahoning
Valley. He has served as president of the Citizens League of Greater Youngstown and as a
volunteer counselor at the Help Hotline Crisis
Center. From 1995 to 2001 Bob Fitzer was cohost of WYSU’s Commentary Café radio
show. During that time I was granted the
honor of being one of his guests.
Bob Fitzer spent a lifetime contributing to
the art that this world so desperately needs.
Currently, Bob Fitzer needs the comfort of that
art and the friendship of his friends as he
fights cancer. Bob, we wish you well and we
pray for you and we hope you find the comfort
and friendship that you have so freely provided for others throughout your life.
f
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Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to
honor the memory of my friend Mr. Murray
Toler of Malvern, Arkansas, who passed away
April 14, 2007.
Murray Toler was a World War II veteran,
devoted family man and a civic leader whose
optimistic and determined outlook on life impacted all who knew him and called him a
friend.
Murray Toler was born and raised in Leola
and Sheridan, Arkansas, and upon graduating
high school, he joined the United States Navy,
where he served through World War II. Murray
Toler spent a lifetime in the forestry and lumber business as the longtime partner and active manger at the H.G. Toler and Sons Lumber Company in Leola. He was a devout
member of the First United Methodist Church
of Malvern, where he actively served on numerous committees and boards throughout the
years. Murray Toler also served on the board
of directors of the Malvern National Bank for
more than 40 years, an accomplishment that
demonstrated his dedication and commitment
to his community.
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I send my deepest condolences to his wife,
Ruby, of Malvern; his two daughters Nancy
Toler Grigsby and Cindy Toler Hale; his son
David Toler; and to his five grandchildren and
six great-grandchildren.
Murray Toler will be sorely missed by his
family, his church and his community. I will
continue to keep his family in my thoughts and
prayers.

his retirement. The impact he has had on people at Calvin cannot be measured by any tangible means. But ask anyone who has gotten
to know him there, and it is evident that the
mark he leaves behind at the institution is immeasurably large. I hope Dale Cooper’s life
continues to be as fulfilling for him in retirement as it has been in his years at Calvin College.

f
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HONORING THE CAREER OF RETIRING CALVIN COLLEGE CHAPLAIN
DALE COOPER

TRIBUTE TO RUDY OKRUHLIK

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS
OF MICHIGAN
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Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, I rise today
to honor Dale Cooper, chaplain of Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan, who will retire
after 30 years of service at Calvin.
Chaplain Dale Cooper began his work at
Calvin College in 1976. Three years later, he
became chaplain, and has over the past three
decades provided students, faculty, and staff
at Calvin College with remarkable guidance.
Chaplain Cooper’s devotion to God and love
for all people led him to become chaplain, and
by all accounts, his career at Calvin can be regarded as wholly successful. In his time there,
he has provided invaluable spiritual guidance
to students, whether they had suffered a loss
in the family or were struggling to cope with a
rigorous class schedule. Through his counseling, preaching and other interactions with
students and faculty, Chaplain Cooper embodied the creed of the Christian Reformed
Church to incorporate faith and to honor God
in every aspect of life, including work and
study. Chaplain Cooper has helped see the
Calvin College community through both good
times and bad, and has left a lasting impact
on everyone he has come into contact with.
One of Chaplain Cooper’s most remarkable
endeavors occurred when he drove his 1941
John Deere ‘‘B’’ tractor across the Midwest,
from Calvin College all the way to Alton, Iowa.
It was a spiritual journey for Chaplain Cooper;
his father was a farmer and John Deere tractor enthusiast. He had to give up farming after
his wife, Dale’s mother, was paralyzed from
the neck down by polio. The illness confined
Dale Cooper’s mother to an iron lung for 40
years of her life. Incredible spiritual journeys
such as this are not uncommon for Chaplain
Cooper.
Chaplain Cooper’s effectiveness as a spiritual guide to students at Calvin College is
validated by their affection for him. Known
simply as ‘‘Coop’’ to most students, Cooper
has a gift of immediately connecting with people. His friendliness, open door policy, and
love for Calvin College and its students, faculty and staff have earned him a sterling reputation around campus, and in the greater
community.
In addition to providing guidance, Chaplain
Dale Cooper will leave behind a number of
programs at Calvin College that reflect his
dedication to the institution. Cooper worked to
constantly reform the college to welcome people of all backgrounds and faith traditions.
For these and other acts of caring, compassion and dedication to Calvin College and the
community it serves, we honor Dale Cooper in
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Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, on April 26 the
Brazoria Roundtable will honor Mr. Rudy
Okruhlik for his over 30 years of work in
Texas schools, the last 6 years of which were
spent as superintendent of Brazosport Independent School District (ISD). Brazospsort ISD
consists of 11 elementary schools, 2 middle
schools, 3 intermediate schools, 2 high
schools, and an alternative placement center.
Under Superintendent Okruhlik’s leadership,
Brazosport ISD combined challenging academic programs with a passionate commitment to excellence in order to produce an environment conducive to high student achievement.
The results of Superintendent Okruhlik’s efforts are shown in Brazosport lSD’s rating as
Academically Acceptable for the last 2 years
on the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and
Skills (TAKS) test, with 9 of the 18 regular
education campuses rated exemplary or recognized in 2005. Additionally, Brazosport ISD
has scored well above the minimum Federal
Adequate Yearly Progress requirements for
the last 2 years.
Prior to coming to Brazosport lSD, Rudy
Okruhlik served as superintendent of Palacios
Independent School District from 1992 through
1997 and of Huntsville Independent School
District from 1997 through 2000. In recognition
of his lifetime commitment to, and achievement in, education, Okruhlik has been named
an honorary life member of the Texas Association of School Boards.
In conclusion, Madam Speaker, I once
again express my pleasure in joining the
Brazoria Roundtable in saluting Mr. Rudy
Okruhlik for his work on behalf of Texas children.
f

IN LASTING MEMORY OF JUDGE
GEORGE HOWARD, JR.
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OF ARKANSAS
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Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to
honor the memory of Judge George Howard
Jr., a true treasure to the community of Pine
Bluff, Arkansas, and to the entire State of Arkansas. Judge Howard passed away April 21,
2007, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, at the age of
82.
Judge Howard spent a lifetime breaking
down barriers, and began his service to our
nation at the age of 18 in the U.S. Navy during World War II. During his service, the Navy
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was segregated at the time. However, it was
this personal experience that led him to become an attorney to ensure equal treatment
for all under the law of the land.
When he retuned from the war, Judge Howard completed his high school education in
Pine Bluff and went on to graduate with honors from the pre-law program at Lincoln University in Missouri. Howard then became the
first African American student to live on campus at the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, where he earned his doctor of jurisprudence degree.
Throughout his life and career, Judge
George Howard believed deeply in the fundamental idea of justice for all. Judge Howard’s
distinguished service on the Arkansas State
Claims Commission, the Arkansas Supreme
Court, the Arkansas Court of Appeals and as
a U.S. Federal Judge paved the way for African Americans in Arkansas to pursue careers
in public service and the judiciary. He was admired for his fairness and will be forever remembered as a dedicated public servant who
cared deeply about his family, his work, his
state and his country.
Judge Howard will be missed by his family,
his community and all those who knew him
and called him a friend. I will continue to keep
his family in my thoughts and prayers.

who has provided solidity and inspiration in his
own life. Not only has Carolyn been his soul
mate, but she has given of her own time as
a Hays Medical Center volunteer.
Rev. Miller’s history of service to others extends back several decades. He attended both
Garrett Theological Seminar and Asbury Theological Seminar and was ordained in 1950. He
truly made a difference in several Kansas
communities as he served churches in Wichita, Hays, and Hutchinson.
Although I can express how special Rev.
Miller is, no one does a better job of doing so
as close friend and aforementioned Bob
Lowen. As Bob said, ‘‘Rev. Miller is a tall,
lean, kind and gentle man much like Abraham
Lincoln. I have no doubt but that God gave
Rev. Miller to us to truly be ‘‘Our Shepherd.’’
I cannot think of better words to describe
thisman. Madam Speaker, our community
owes a debt of gratitude to someone who has
quite simply been a ‘‘Shephard’’ to individuals
in their time of need. Rev. Bill Miller has provided comfort to so many patients and families
that I can only say ‘‘thank you.’’ Thank you
Rev. Miller for answering the call to make a
difference.

adults alike. The legislation will specifically do
two things.
First, it will mandate the creation of a wellvalidated evaluation tool called the ‘‘community play index.’’ This index would be used to
identify barriers which prevent people from
being physically active in particular communities.
Second, it will assist local coalitions to use
this index as they craft plans to promote physical activity and wellness in their communities.
While this bill is far from a comprehensive
solution to the rise in childhood obesity it is an
important step in the process. I urge the swift
consideration of this legislation.
f

CONGRATULATING
THE
MONTGOMERY COUNTY COMMUNITY
COLLEGE ON ITS 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF PROVIDING HIGHER
EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES AT
ITS WEST CAMPUS IN POTTSTOWN

HON. JIM GERLACH
OF PENNSYLVANIA
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Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Montgomery County
Community College on its 10th anniversary of
providing higher education opportunities at its
West Campus in Pottstown.
Since opening its doors, the West Campus
has become the hub of higher education in the
greater Pottstown area. It has brought new
and innovative programs and learning opportunities to the community, including degrees in
chef apprenticeship, fine arts radiography and
surgical technology; an art gallery to showcase local and regional works of art; and the
University Center, which expands access to
bachelor’s and master’s degree programs in
Pottstown by working in partnership with area
universities and colleges.
In the 10 years it has called Pottstown, PA
home, the West Campus has undergone a
significant transformation. Last January, the
college opened a new addition that enabled it
to expand its service to students, businesses
and the community. During the 10th anniversary ceremony, the college will finally open the
pedestrian bridge connecting the two facilities
to form one, unified campus.
So I ask, Madam Speaker, that my colleagues join me in congratulating the Montgomery County College for 10 successful
years of providing quality higher education options at its West Campus in Pottstown, PA.
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Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam Speaker,
today I rise to express my respect and admiration for a man who has devoted his life to
serving God and the lives of others—Reverend Bill Miller of Hays, Kansas. The time
has come to recognize this man who has
touched the lives of countless Kansans and
only recently retired from his post as Hospital
Chaplain at Hays Medical Center.
Reverend Miller began his position at Hays
Medical Center at the age of 73. With his wife
Carolyn so often at his side, he remained
there for 11 years. It was only this past December that he decided to retire due to health
concerns.
During his tenure at Hays Medical Center,
Rev. Miller delivered daily devotionals entitled
‘‘A Moment with God’’ to patients and associates both personally and through a telephone
prayer line. In order to share these with others, the publication rights for these messages
were given to the Hays Medical Center Foundation. They were then compiled into the
book, ‘‘The World My Father Made.’’
It came as a surprise to no one when Rev.
Miller’s book sold out within a few months. According to the Hays Medical Center Foundation, this prompted a reprint to meet the ‘‘overwhelming call for his book.’’ One can only
imagine how many lives he has touched
through print.
According to Hays Medical Center Foundation Executive Director Bob Lowen, Rev. Miller
‘‘is the Rock of Gibraltar.’’ ‘‘He’s known now to
second and third generations of families. He
baptized kids and did whatever. Now many of
those kids are parents and grandparents.’’
While Rev. Miller has truly been ‘‘The Rock’’
for so many folks, it is his wife and Carolyn
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, I
rise to introduce legislation to help address the
critical issue of childhood obesity which is
caused by physical inactivity and sedentary
lifestyles.
Nearly 15 percent of American children and
teenagers are obese. One quarter of the children between the ages of 5 and 10 already
show the early warning signs of heart disease.
Cases of adult-onset diabetes in children—
which used to be almost unheard of—have exploded tenfold in the last two decades.
This is occurring as recess and physical
education classes are being phased out of too
many schools across the country. And too
many communities lack adequate access to
safe places and facilities for kids to play so
the United States is being forced to confront
an epidemic of childhood obesity.
This is unacceptable and action needs to be
taken. Congress, the Bush administration, and
private enterprise along with the philanthropic
groups and health organizations need to reinvest to ensure that our children are living
healthy lives.
Last Congress I wrote to the Government
Accountability Office (GAO) to request a study
about the relationship between areas such as
public lands and public health. GAO was unable to provide such a study in part because
there were no consistent or adequate data
from which to draw a conclusion.
To help better identify this relationship I am
introducing companion legislation to S. 651
authored by Senator HARKIN. I am pleased to
be introducing this legislation with the support
of Congresswoman GRANGER, Congressman
BOSWELL, Congressman MCINTYRE and Congressman CUMMINGS. The bill ‘‘The PLAY
Every Day Act,’’ will help to advance national
physical-activity benchmarks for children and
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RECOGNIZING WORKERS
MEMORIAL DAY
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Ms. HOOLEY. Madam Speaker, rise today
to honor and recognize the 70 Oregonian
workers who died on the job in 2006. In addition, I would also like to pay tribute to the 19
brave Oregonians who died last year while
wearing the uniform and defending our freedoms.
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