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It cuts housing assistance for afford-
able housing. Returning again, in rela-
tionship to our veterans, it cuts the
funding for research into brain trauma
research, which is so significant. One of
the greatest injuries for our veterans
coming home from Iraq and Afghani-
stan have been the brain injuries that
they have incurred there. And the first
time ever we have gotten funding in-
side the Pentagon for that area, it
makes a cut.

And then it doesn’t deal with what
we call earmarks here, as the President
continues his earmarks in his budget.
Across the board, from Social Security
privatization to health care cuts in
Medicare and Medicaid, to also not cut-
ting children from their health care, to
raising taxes on the middle class, in
time and place, from health care to
taxes to supporting our law enforce-
ment community, this budget makes
the wrong priorities.

It is time to have a new direction and
a change here in the priorities in Wash-
ington. In addition to all that, while
we have families not being able to get
to their homes in the area of Louisiana
and Mississippi and the Gulf Coast, the
President asked for an additional $245
billion for Iraq and Afghanistan. In
every turn that we can, we have to
right this ship that is wrong.

Most importantly, in the area the
President’s budget has relied on tax in-
creases on middle class families, cuts
Medicare and Medicaid, asked for $245
billion in increased funding for Iraq
and Afghanistan, cuts children from
their health care, cuts heating assist-
ance from our elderly, also cuts bene-
fits for veterans. Those are not the pri-
orities of the American people.
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Every President in the history of the
country in a time of war has thought
about how to invest in America. Abra-
ham Lincoln, in the height of the Civil
War, had the land-grant colleges. Roo-
sevelt, in the height of the final 2 years
of World War II, developed the GI Bill
of Rights. During the height of the
Cold War, Eisenhower saw the inter-
state system as a way to invest in
America. Kennedy, a man on the moon
when we were facing down the Soviet
Union.

At every critical juncture when
America was at war, a President
thought about how to invest in Amer-
ica to turn this country’s efforts over-
seas here at home to make this a
stronger and better country.

This is the first Presidential budget
that in time of war, rather than look-
ing for increases here on how to make
America stronger, it looks for cuts in
America. It looks for the areas of edu-
cation, health care, veterans, and law
enforcement to sacrifice, while we in-
crease our investments in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

If you look at the history of every
time there has been a period of Amer-
ica’s engagement around the world
militarily, every President has looked
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to invest here at home to make Amer-
ica stronger. This is the first budget
that leaves America weaker in a time
of military engagement.

———
DON'T DO IT, MR. PRESIDENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TIERNEY). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
PAUL) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, if the Presi-
dent were to ask me for advice on for-
eign affairs, this is what I would say:
Don’t do it, Mr. President. It is a bad
idea. There is no need for it. There is
great danger in doing it. America is
against it, and Congress should be. The
United Nations is against it. The Rus-
sians, the Chinese, the Indians, the
Pakistanis are against it. The whole
world is against it. Our allies are
against it. Our enemies are against it.
The Arabs are against it. The Euro-
peans are against it. The Muslims are
against it.

We don’t need to do this. The threat
is overblown. The plan is a hysterical
reaction to a problem that does not yet
exist. Hysteria is never a good basis for
foreign policy. Don’t we ever learn?
Have we already forgotten Iraq?

The plan defies common sense. If it is
carried out, the Middle East and pos-
sibly the world will explode. Oil will
soar to over $100 a barrel, and gasoline
will be over $5 a gallon.

Despite what some think, it won’t
serve the interests of Israel. Besides, it
is illegal. It is unconstitutional. And,
Mr. President, you have no moral au-
thority to do it.

We don’t need it. We don’t want it.
So, Mr. President, don’t do it. Don’t
bomb Iran.

The moral of the story, Mr. Speaker,
is this: If you don’t have a nuclear
weapon, we will threaten to attack
you. If you do have a nuclear weapon,
we will leave you alone. In fact, we will
probably subsidize you. What makes us
think Iran does not understand this?

Mr. Speaker, I would like now to
yield to my friend from North Carolina
(Mr. JONES).

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I want to thank Mr. PAUL for
s0 many years coming down to the
floor to defend the Constitution of the
United States.

The United States Constitution, arti-
cle I, Section 8, clause 11, vests in the
Congress the exclusive power to declare
war. Many of us in the past few days
have put in a resolution, H.J. Resolu-
tion 14, to say that the President
should not go into and bomb Iran un-
less he comes to the Congress so that
the Congress can meet its constitu-
tional responsibility.

James Madison said, ¢ .. The
power to declare war, including the
power of judging the causes of war, is
fully and exclusively vested in the leg-
islature the Executive has no
right, in any case, to decide the ques-
tion, whether there is or is not cause
for declaring war.”
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I want to thank you, RON PAUL, for
always being a spokesman and a pro-
tector of the Constitution.

Mr. PAUL. I thank you very much
for those comments.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind Members to direct
their remarks to the Chair and not to
the President.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

ENDING THE IRAQ WAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, the
President has isolated himself from all
the evidence, military advice, members
of his own party, and the American
people. He is not staying the course in
Iraq. The President is making matters
even worse by escalating the war.

He has ordered at least 21,500 more
U.S. soldiers into the middle of a
bloody and violent civil war. This
President has stepped backward in his-
tory. He is making the same tragic
mistakes of Vietnam all over again.

The President’s speeches won’t stop a
bullet, and they won’t protect soldiers
from the tsunami of violence inun-
dating Irag. Our soldiers don’t have
enough equipment or support. Soldiers
know it, but the White House ignores
it.

Some of the best newspapers and
magazines in the Nation are reporting
the facts, and they are not just repeat-
ing the President’s spin.

From the McClatchy newspapers,
here is a recent headline: ‘‘Soldiers in
Iraq view troop surge as a lost cause.”

From the San Francisco Chronicle:
“Corners cut in rush to add troops;
shorter training time, lack of equip-
ment hurt readiness, experts say.”’

And the latest issue of Business Week
said: ‘“‘Military equipment: Missing in
action.”

I will enter these stories into the
RECORD.

[From BusinessWeek]

MILITARY EQUIPMENT: MISSING IN ACTION
A NEW DEFENSE AUDIT SAYS THE PENTAGON HAS

FAILED TO PROPERLY EQUIP SOLDIERS IN

IRAQ—JUST AS THE PRESIDENT STRUGGLES TO

FIND SUPPORT FOR A TROOP INCREASE

(By Dawn Kopecki)

The Inspector General for the Defense
Dept. is concerned that the U.S. military has
failed to adequately equip soldiers in Iraq
and Afghanistan, especially for nontradi-
tional duties such as training Iraqi security
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