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Thursday, January 4, 2007
Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, today I am
pleased to introduce two pieces of legislation
to reduce taxes on senior citizens. The first
bill, the Social Security Beneficiary Tax Reduction Act, repeals the 1993 tax increase on
Social Security benefits. Repealing this increase on Social Security benefits is a good
first step toward reducing the burden imposed
by the federal government on senior citizens.
However, imposing any tax on Social Security
benefits is unfair and illogical. This is why I am
also introducing the Senior Citizens’ Tax Elimination Act, which repeals all taxes on Social
Security benefits.
Since Social Security benefits are financed
with tax dollars, taxing these benefits is yet
another example of double taxation. Furthermore, ‘‘taxing’’ benefits paid by the government is merely an accounting trick, a shell
game which allows Members of Congress to
reduce benefits by subterfuge. This allows
Congress to continue using the Social Security
trust fund as a means of financing other government programs, and masks the true size of
the federal deficit.
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Instead of imposing ridiculous taxes on senior citizens, Congress should ensure the integrity of the Social Security trust fund by ending
the practice of using trust fund monies for
other programs. This is why I am also introducing the Social Security Preservation Act,
which ensures that all money in the Social Security trust fund is spent solely on Social Security. At a time when Congress’ inability to
control spending is once again threatening the
Social Security trust fund, the need for this
legislation has never been greater. When the
government taxes Americans to fund Social
Security, it promises the American people that
the money will be there for them when they
retire. Congress has a moral obligation to
keep that promise.
In conclusion, Madam Speaker, I urge my
colleagues to help free senior citizens from
oppressive taxation by supporting my Senior
Citizens’ Tax Elimination Act and my Social
Security Beneficiary Tax Reduction Act. I also
urge my colleagues to ensure that moneys
from the Social Security trust fund are used
solely for Social Security benefits and not
wasted on frivolous government programs.

Thursday, January 4, 2007
Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to honor a great man and outstanding citizen who passed away on December 28, 2006.
Walter Theophilus Lunsford, Sr. passed
away at the age of 90 years old in Columbus,
Ga., the city where he was born, raised, and
spent much of his life making an impact as a
businessman, family man and positive contributor to the community.
Success came early in Mr. Lunsford’s life
and he never let it go. After graduating as valedictorian from Spencer High School in 1933,
he furthered his academic pursuits at Fisk University where as a physics major, he pledged
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity. Later, he became
a charter member of the Eta Theta Chapter at
Columbus State University, as well as the Columbus Alumni Chapter.
Mr. Lunsford first developed his business
acumen by working in the family grocery store.
He learned entrepreneurship first-hand as his
parents expanded their business into real-estate, building houses at a time when public
housing did not exist. He later built on that
knowledge at the University of Chicago, studying business administration and international
relations.
In the early 1940’s, Mr. Lunsford carried his
initial business experience into his own ventures, first as the sole owner and proprietor of
Fox Deluxe Wholesale Beer Distributing Company and later, as the first black owner of a
Georgia taxicab company. At the peak of its
operation, he employed over 100 blacks between the Checker, Blue Bird and Red Bird
Taxicab Companies. Since much of his clientele was comprised of black soldiers stationed
at Fort Benning, his business filled both a social and economic void for members of the
local community.
Mr. Lunsford did not stop there—as an offshoot to his taxicab business, he opened a
Shell Service Station. Eventually, he closed
his taxi business and opened a full auto station and grocery store, a forerunner to the
modem convenience store. Along the way, he
found a way to integrate his love of entertainment by opening the Pierce Amusement Company, leasing coin-operated vending and
game machines to other establishments.
Above all, Mr. Walter Lunsford was a successful, well-respected entrepreneur who
placed God and family first. For 62 years, he
accomplished it all with his wife, Sally Bryant
Lunsford, at his side. Together they raised
their ten college-educated children, an accomplishment in itself.
Today, we thank and honor Mr. Lunsford,
not only for his contributions to Columbus, but
also for the example he set for others. He will
be remembered as an inspirational figure to

not only those in Columbus, but to all who
have the opportunity to learn about his life.
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Thursday, January 4, 2007
Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today
to honor the life of Harold Lee Meyer who
passed away on December 14, 2006.
Born in Paullina, Iowa on January 1, 1927,
Harold settled in Littleton, Colorado with his
wife of 55 years, Natalie Meyer. After spending his career in the savings and loan industry,
Harold used his retirement to give back to his
community. Harold was active in both local
and state pursuits, having served as a member of the Denver General Hospital Board and
as director of Good Shepherd Lutheran Home
of the West. As a member of the Littleton City
Council and as mayor of the City of Littleton,
Harold enriched and improved countless lives.
His other philanthropic pursuits included being
a member of DRCOG, a volunteer at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science, a driver
for the Red Cross, and being an active member of the Bethlehem Lutheran Church community.
Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor the
life and legacy of Harold Lee Meyer. His professional success and dedication to community should serve as an example to us all. Harold dedicated his life to enriching the lives of
those around him. I applaud all his efforts; he
was truly a distinguished humanitarian and will
be profoundly missed.
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Thursday, January 4, 2007
Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to address an inequity facing
America’s men and women in uniform who
seek an education in return for their military
service.
For years, the Montgomery GI Bill (MGIB)
has allowed thousands of men and women in
uniform attend college or to receive vocational
training to prepare for a new career after the
military.
It is an excellent program and one we must
preserve.
However, Madam Speaker, I would like to
remedy an inequity that exists in this program
with legislation I am introducing today.
To receive the benefits of the Montgomery
GI Bill, our service members must pay into the
program at the beginning of their military service.
A $100 is deducted each month from their
military pay for the first 12 months.
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