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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 

Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 
Lord God, in whom we live, move and 

have our being, send forth Your spirit 
upon the Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives today. 

As they try to finish the work You 
have set before them in this 109th Con-
gress, we hope that civil discourse, 
rightful compromise and mutual learn-
ing from one another may produce last-
ing results for Your people. 

And when they take leave of com-
mittee staffs and each other for the 
August break, may all Members find 
peace awaiting them at home. To-
gether with family and friends, may 
they enjoy summer days and quiet eve-
nings so their souls are renewed and 
lasting values are embraced with great-
er fortitude for the good of all Ameri-
cans and the future of this Nation. 

Lord, we pray for an end of terrorism 
and an atmosphere of world peace be 
established to free all people of anxiety 
and foster better family life and stable 
communities. 

May the Lord go before you to pre-
pare your way. May the Lord be above 
you with every blessing; and may the 
Lord carry you safely until you return. 
For He lives and reigns as Sovereign 
Lord now and forever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. POE) come forward and 
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

Mr. POE led the Pledge of Allegiance 
as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

BORDER SECURITY 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, America 
cannot be a secure Nation without first 
having secure borders. Inadequate bor-
der security not only opens up America 
to the abuses of illegal immigration, it 
also leaves our Nation vulnerable to 
criminal and even terrorist activity. 

House Republicans have taken a 
strong stance on this issue. Democrats, 
on the other hand, support the Reid- 
Kennedy bill, a soft piece of legislation 
that would do little to discourage the 
lawlessness that we have encroaching 
into our Nation. It would require ille-
gal immigrants to pay taxes for only 3 
of the 5 years they have been in our 
country, and would guarantee Social 
Security benefits to illegals for the 
time they have been in the country un-
lawfully. 

The Reid-Kennedy bill is just as un-
just as it is dangerous. If a current 
American citizen tried to pay taxes 3 
out of every 5 years, he would be put in 
jail. Why do we extend this privilege to 
people who aren’t even citizens? It is 
simply ludicrous. 

During August, Republicans will hold 
21 hearings across the country on im-
migration. We hope these hearings will 
help us get a strong border security bill 
on the President’s desk. 

f 

EXXONMOBIL PROFITS 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, 
ExxonMobil profits surged 36 percent 
to $10.4 billion in just the last 3 
months. That means they made $1,310 a 
second in profit. In the 1 minute I have 
to address this Congress, ExxonMobil 
will make $79,080 in profit. In 1 minute 
they will make more than most hard-
working Americans make in a year. 

As consumers are being gouged at the 
pump, Big Oil runs the administration, 
bringing us war and environmental dis-
aster and economic decline. Oil was at 
about $23 a barrel at the start of this 
administration. Now it is at $74 a bar-
rel. If this administration goes ahead 
and attacks Iran, it will go to $130 a 
barrel and about $5 a gallon for gas. 

This Congress must do more than 
genuflect with tax breaks and subsidies 
to Big Oil. It is time we took the side 
of the consumers whose budgets are 
being crushed and mobility being 
crushed by $3 a gallon gas. It is time 
for a 100 percent excess profit tax on 
the oil companies. That is what my 
bill, H.R. 2070, does. It will lower the 
price of gas because it will tax excess 
profits of oil companies and it won’t in-
crease the price of gasoline. 

My minute is up, but the oil compa-
nies’ profits are eternal, unless we stop 
the price gouging with a 100 percent ex-
cess profits tax. 

f 

ELIMINATING PREVENTABLE 
MEDICATION ERRORS 

(Mr. MURPHY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, a recent 
study by the Institute of Medicine re-
ported preventable medication errors 
injure over 1.5 million patients and 
cost over $3.5 billion each year. In 
other studies these costs are even high-
er. One stated it cost Medicare $29 bil-
lion per year in health care costs. 

Medication errors include adverse 
drug reactions or errors of dosage or 
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type of medication. A misspelled drug 
name, illegible handwriting, or if the 
physician is not aware of a patient’s 
other prescriptions, these can all lead 
to problems. 

Yesterday, the House passed the 
Health Information Technology Pro-
motion Act to help doctors and hos-
pitals work together to eliminate drug 
errors. Computerized prescriptions in-
stantaneously give physicians vital in-
formation and double-check all pre-
scriptions to put patient safety first. 

To learn more about eliminating pre-
ventable medication errors, or other 
ways we can save lives and save money 
in health care, I would urge my col-
leagues to visit my Web site at mur-
phy.house.gov. 

f 

DO-LESS-THAN-DO-NOTHING CON-
GRESS LEAVES AGAIN WITHOUT 
ADDRESSING AMERICA’S PRIOR-
ITIES 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, as the 
Republicans prepare to leave on a 5- 
week vacation, this Congress is best de-
scribed as the ‘‘do-less-than-do-nothing 
Congress.’’ 

Despite the fact that the minimum 
wage has not been increased in 9 years, 
House Republicans refuse to allow a 
clean vote on the minimum wage, 
which will prevent 6 million Americans 
from receiving a much needed pay 
raise. If Republicans were really inter-
ested in raising the minimum wage, 
they wouldn’t attach it to bills they 
know will never be signed into law. 

And despite the fact that Repub-
licans have been critical of border se-
curity, they continue to refuse to come 
to the negotiating table so that we can 
pass a comprehensive immigration and 
border security bill into law this year. 

And despite the fact that gas prices 
are once again at record highs, House 
Republicans have yet to pass a tough 
price gouging bill into law, and refuse 
to join us in repealing $20 billion in tax 
breaks and subsidies to their friends in 
Big Oil. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
have every reason to be disgusted with 
this House. It is time we take America 
in a new direction. The American peo-
ple want a Congress that works for 
them. 

f 

NATIONAL MOTTO: IN GOD WE 
TRUST 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, this House 
has much tradition and history. We 
start each day every day with a prayer 
to the Almighty, the Pledge, and the 
flag is displayed in the center of this 
House. Above that flag, appropriately 
so, is the phrase, ‘‘In God We Trust.’’ 

Fifty years ago this month, Presi-
dent Eisenhower signed legislation de-

claring this to be our national motto. 
Our great leaders believed in this self- 
evident truth. 

Benjamin Franklin said at the Con-
stitutional Convention, ‘‘The longer I 
live, the more convinced I see this 
truth, God governs the affairs of men, 
and if a sparrow cannot fall to the 
ground without his notice, is it prob-
able that an empire can rise without 
his aid?’’ 

President George Washington, in his 
first inaugural address said: ‘‘It would 
be improper to omit in this first offi-
cial act, my fervent supplications to 
the Almighty Being who rules this uni-
verse, who presides in the councils of 
nations.’’ 

And finally, Thomas Jefferson said, 
‘‘Our liberties are the gift of God.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, we must and shall pre-
serve, believe and uphold America’s 
motto, ‘‘In God We Trust.’’ 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

MINIMUM WAGE INCREASE 

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SOLIS. Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. Today I would like to talk 
about the Republican leadership and 
the fact that they are ignoring the 
needs of millions of Americans who 
right now are making minimum wage. 
They haven’t seen an increase in over 
10 years. 

They are holding the pay raise for 
American workers hostage by adding 
partisan poison pills that will damage 
and ruin a clean minimum-wage bill 
that the Democrats support. 

Americans deserve a straight up-or- 
down vote on increasing the minimum 
wage for working families, most of 
whom are women, single head of house-
hold with children. 

Mr. Speaker, our constituents know 
that you can’t fool them. They know 
that the Republicans’ attempt to pass 
a minimum-wage bill that includes 
harmful, unrelated legislation is just 
not going to pass this House. 

Come November, Democrats are 
going to stand up, and they are going 
to fight with us, and we are going to 
take back this House. 

I urge all my colleagues to reject the 
proposed Republican poison bills and 
allow a clean vote up or down on the 
minimum-wage bill. 

f 

b 1015 

COMMENDING THE U.S. COAST 
GUARD 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, as we approach the 1-year an-
niversary of Hurricane Katrina, it is 
appropriate that we remember the val-
iant service of the U.S. Coast Guard. 
During our Nation’s most destructive 

natural disaster, these men and women 
went above and beyond the call of 
duty. 

The sheer magnitude of the Guard’s 
response was astounding. One-third of 
its air fleet was deployed in the Gulf 
region. Six years of search-and-rescue 
operations were completed in 1 week. 
More than 33,520 lives were saved. 

Mr. Speaker, it is important to note 
that these servicemembers were not 
unaffected bystanders. Sixty-nine per-
cent of Coast Guard members were 
themselves victims of the hurricane; 
yet they put their own distress aside to 
save those in need. These men and 
women are truly American heroes, de-
spite negative, false reporting by the 
drive-by media. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

ATTACKING OIL COMPANY 
PROFITS 

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day Exxon reported its second-highest 
quarterly profit ever. Net income, $10 
billion, up 36 percent. But they are not 
the only ones raking in the cash. Shell 
reported a 40-percent increase in profit. 
BP, a 30-percent increase. 
ConocoPhilips, a 65-percent increase in 
profit. 

And whom does this oil industry have 
to thank? Lee Raymond and his out-
sized $400 million retirement package? 

No. The oil companies have the Re-
publican Congress to thank for their 
huge bank accounts. In 2005, the oil and 
gas companies spent $86 million lob-
bying the United States Congress, and 
they received $14.5 billion in taxpayer- 
funded handouts. You cannot get that 
type of return on Wall Street or in 
Vegas. $86 million for lobbying, $14.5 
billion in corporate welfare. So Ameri-
cans are paying twice, once when they 
fill up their tanks, and then again on 
April 15. 

We must stop handing out welfare 
checks to Big Oil. It is high time big 
oil companies got off the taxpayer 
dole. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for a change. 
And it is time for a new direction. 

f 

MEDICARE PHYSICIAN PAYMENT 
HEARING 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to advise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, maybe 
it is because I am also a physician, but 
one of the questions I get most fre-
quently at town hall meetings or just 
after the town hall meeting is: How 
come I turned 65 and I have got to 
change doctors? 

The reason, Mr. Speaker, is because 
we are relying on a formula, a 10-year- 
old formula, a failed formula that does 
not adequately reimburse physicians’ 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:52 Nov 18, 2006 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORDCX\T37X$J0E\H28JY6.REC H28JY6cc
ol

em
an

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

71
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6023 July 28, 2006 
offices for what it costs them to deliver 
the care to our Medicare patients. 

To that end, a bill has been intro-
duced, H.R. 5866, and I would encourage 
other Members to spend some time 
over the August break to look at this 
bill. Yes, it is a little long. Yes, it is a 
little complex. But it is important 
work. It ensures that physicians re-
ceive full and fair payment for their 
services based on the cost of the inputs 
that costs them to run their practice. 
It creates quality performance meas-
ures that allows patients to be in-
formed consumers. It builds on the 
quality improvement that we have 
done in this Congress and that private 
medicine has done throughout the 
country for the last decade. And, fi-
nally, it seeks to find reasonable meth-
ods of paying for these benefits within 
the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, the time has come to 
revise this failed formula that serves 
no one good. We need to provide physi-
cians with regular, stable, predictable 
updates to the cost of their practices. 

f 

CREDIT UNION REGULATORY 
IMPROVEMENTS ACT 

(Mr. UDALL of Colorado asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speak-
er, we all recognize the importance of 
the financial services industry, includ-
ing both banks and credit unions, to 
our economy. I support and applaud 
the steps they have taken toward bet-
ter services and improved products, but 
I think there is some need for some 
changes. 

That is why I have introduced a bill 
dealing with credit cards and am co-
sponsoring H.R. 2317, to update the reg-
ulation of credit unions. My support 
for credit unions does not reflect hos-
tility to banks because I do not think 
credit unions represent a threat to the 
continued success of banks. 

In 2005, bank profits reached a record 
level. Banks have a 94 percent share of 
the financial services industry, and the 
net growth in bank assets in 2005 was 
nearly as much as the combined total 
assets of all credit unions in the coun-
try. So I do not think modest changes 
that are in H.R. 2317 represent a real 
threat to the continued success of the 
banking industry. 

When we return in September, we 
should have an opportunity to consider 
both H.R. 2317 and my bill, H.R. 5383, 
the Credit Card Accountability, Re-
sponsibility, and Disclosure Act. 

f 

HOUSE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to proudly reflect upon the ac-
complishments of this Congress. As we 
head into the August district work pe-

riod, let us look back on all we have 
achieved for the American people. 

Under Republican leadership this 
House has passed legislation to bolster 
our economy and prevent a tax in-
crease on millions of Americans, in-
cluding small business owners, seniors, 
and families. 

We have worked to pass a fiscally re-
sponsible budget. We have funded the 
War on Terror, giving our servicemen 
and women the tools and support they 
need to take the fight to the enemy. 
Equally important, we have worked to 
secure this homeland. 

We have passed legislation helping 
American families. We got tough on 
child exploitation over the Internet 
and voted to increase funding and re-
sources to fight methamphetamine in 
all our communities. We have passed 
legislation to protect our Pledge of Al-
legiance, to curb illegal Internet gam-
bling, and to protect our right to dis-
play the American flag. 

Mr. Speaker, the list goes on and on 
and on. This Congress is working for 
the American people, and I ask that 
you join me in praising all that we 
have accomplished. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHIMKUS). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of 
rule I, the Chair declares the House in 
recess subject to the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 21 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 

b 1705 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. THORNBERRY) at 5 o’clock 
and 5 minutes p.m. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
within which to revise and extend their 
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on the subject of my remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HONORING DAN GETZ 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, last night we had a terrible tragedy 
occur in my office. My assistant for 
foreign policy, Dan Getz, who was age 
37, dropped dead of a heart attack. 

Dan was an outstanding young man. 
He worked very, very hard in dealing 
with foreign policy issues, and he was a 
real credit to everybody that works 
here in the House. 

One of the things that Members and 
the people of the country don’t realize 
sometimes is how hard the people be-
hind the scenes work. The staff people 
here and the staff on the committees 
work very, very hard day and night to 
make sure we are ready for debate on 
the floor of the House and our com-
mittee meetings. And Dan was one of 
the people that I thought did exem-
plary work. He worked so hard for us. 

In fact, this week we had two hear-
ings, and he didn’t have assistants to 
help him, and he did it all by himself. 
And I feel a little guilty that he had to 
work so hard. So we were going to give 
him today off so that he could recu-
perate from all the hard work. 

He went home last night to his beau-
tiful wife, Lydia, and his two daugh-
ters, Nova and Sonia, who are both 
very, very young. I think they are very 
young children. And evidently he was 
resting and he keeled over with a heart 
attack; and before the rescue team 
could get there, he passed away. 

So I would just like to say to his wife 
and his children how sorry we are. And 
I want to make this commitment to 
them, that if there is anything they 
need, I and my staff will do everything 
we can to make sure that they are 
taken care of, and that means finan-
cially as well. 

And we will miss you, Dan. And the 
Good Lord willing, we will see you in 
heaven. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 

b 1810 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. THORNBERRY) at 6 o’clock 
and 10 minutes p.m. 

f 

WAIVING REQUIREMENT OF 
CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE XIII WITH 
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF 
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 958 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 958 

Resolved, That the requirement of clause 
6(a) of rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to con-
sider a report from the Committee on Rules 
on the same day it is presented to the House 
is waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported on the legislative day of July 28, 2006, 
providing for consideration or disposition of 
any of the following measures: 
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(1) A conference report to accompany the 

bill (H.R. 2830) to amend the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 and the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to reform the 
pension funding rules, and for other pur-
poses. 

(2) A bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to increase the unified credit 
against the estate tax to an exclusion equiv-
alent of $5,000,000, to repeal the sunset provi-
sion for the estate and generation-skipping 
taxes, and to extend expiring provisions, and 
for other purposes. 

(3) A bill to provide economic security for 
all Americans, and for other purposes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS) is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, for the purpose of debate 
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. MCGOVERN), pending which I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 
During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for the pur-
poses of debate only. 

(Mr. HASTINGS of Washington asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HASTINGS OF WASHINGTON. 
Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 958 is a 
same-day rule waiving clause 6(a) of 
rule XIII (requiring a two-thirds vote 
to consider a rule on the same day it is 
reported from the Rules Committee) 
against certain resolutions reported 
from the Rules Committee. 

This resolution applies a waiver to 
any special rule reported on the legis-
lative day of July 28, 2006, providing for 
the consideration or disposition of any 
of the following measures: 

A conference report to accompany 
the bill (H.R. 2830) to amend the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974 and the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to reform the pension 
funding rules, and for other purposes. 

A bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to increase the unified 
credit against the estate tax to an ex-
clusion equivalent of $5 million, to re-
peal the sunset provision for the estate 
and generation-skipping taxes, and to 
extend expiring provisions, and for 
other purposes. 

A bill to provide economic security 
for all Americans, and for other pur-
poses. 

Mr. Speaker, this is the last week be-
fore Congress will recess for the month 
of August so that Members can return 
home and spend their time meeting and 
working with those they represent. As 
such, we will not be returning to Wash-
ington, D.C., to conduct legislative 
business until September 6. Currently, 
there are several pieces of legislation 
of vital importance to the American 
people that are being worked on and 
are near completion. 

It is imperative that we pass this 
same-day rule so that the House can 
consider these measures before the Au-
gust recess. Once the House completes 
consideration, these measures can be 
sent to the Senate for deliberation be-
fore it recesses next week. 

These important measures include a 
conference report to accompany the 
Pension Protection Act and legislation 
providing permanent estate tax relief 
and extending several important tax 
provisions in order to allow workers 
and families to keep more of their 
hard-earned money. 

Mr. Speaker, the House Committee 
on Rules may meet later today to pro-
vide rules for the consideration of 
these measures once they are com-
pleted. House Resolution 958 will help 
facilitate the timely consideration of 
certain measures today. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the same-day rule so that we 
can move forward to consideration of 
additional rules later today and even-
tually on the all important must-pass 
bills for the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank my good friend from Wash-
ington (Mr. HASTINGS) for yielding me 
the customary 30 minutes. I yield my-
self 51⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong opposi-
tion to this martial law rule. For 
weeks and weeks and weeks, this House 
has wasted valuable time. We have 
spent short workdays during short 
workweeks passing meaningless legis-
lation without doing a thing to actu-
ally help the American people. 

b 1815 

Today, the day before the August re-
cess, this Republican leadership is 
bringing to the floor legislation that 
will actually be harmful to America’s 
working families. 

The martial law rule before us, 
passed last night by the Republicans in 
the Rules Committee, makes three 
bills in order: first, the pension con-
ference report, which will lead to ben-
efit cuts for millions of workers; sec-
ond, a tax cut bill mostly for the rich, 
including an estate tax cut that affects 
only the very wealthiest in the coun-
try; and third, this is my favorite, ‘‘a 
bill to provide economic security for 
all Americans, and for other purposes.’’ 
Okay. Can anybody in this House tell 
me what that means? Of course not. 

Apparently, the Republican leader-
ship will be presenting a minimum 
wage bill that will be loaded down with 
sweetheart tax deals for the wealthy 
and the corporate special interests, the 
same special interests that call the 
shots in the Republican House. 

So here we are voting on a rule to 
bring up bills that appeared literally 
just an hour ago which no one has read, 
1,200 pages of legislation, Mr. Speaker, 
that the Members of this House have 
not had an opportunity to review, 1,200 
pages. 

This is what passes for the legislative 
process in the House these days, and it 
would be laughable if it were not so 
sad. 

The Republican strategy is as appar-
ent as it is cynical. They want to clut-
ter the minimum wage bill with so 

many giveaways to the wealthiest 
Americans and to corporations that it 
will never actually become law. That 
way, the dozens and dozens of vulner-
able Republican incumbents can claim 
that they voted to increase the min-
imum wage, while the corporate spe-
cial interests can claim victory for 
killing it. 

Senate tax writes have already re-
jected, on a bipartisan basis, proposals 
that combine the estate tax with a tax 
extenders package, which is exactly 
what the House Republican leadership 
has put forward today as an attach-
ment to the minimum wage. 

The losers in this mess are hard-
working American families who de-
serve to make a wage that keeps them 
out of poverty. 

No wonder the American people are 
so sick and tired of politics as usual in 
Washington. For months, years even, a 
clear bipartisan majority has existed in 
the House to support an increase in the 
minimum wage with no strings at-
tached. The Republican leadership has 
been dragged kicking and screaming to 
this point. It is an amazing thing to 
watch. 

I would ask my Republican col-
leagues, why is it so impossible for you 
to do anything good for working fami-
lies? Why does it cause you such pain 
and anguish and hand-wringing? 

Congress has not raised the minimum 
wage since 1997. That is 9 years. During 
that same period, Congress has raised 
its own salary eight times. Now, that is 
what I call out of touch. 

A Republican House staffer told the 
Columbus, Ohio, Dispatch, ‘‘Not too 
many people work at minimum wage 
anymore. I don’t think it gets you any-
where politically.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, maybe I missed it and 
Columbus, Ohio, is on a different plan-
et these days because nearly 15 million 
Americans will benefit from a min-
imum wage increase, 6.6 million di-
rectly and 8.3 million indirectly. Al-
most 60 percent of these workers are 
women; 40 percent are people of color. 

The average corporate CEO, who will 
benefit, of course, from the estate tax 
cut, earns more before lunchtime than 
a minimum wage worker earns all 
year. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot say it more 
plainly. The priorities of this Repub-
lican leadership are not the priorities 
of the American people. What the 
American people want and what they 
deserve is a clean up-or-down vote on 
increasing the minimum wage, period. 
They will not be getting it today. 

I am sick and tired of the priorities 
of this Republican Congress being de-
termined by who has the fattest check-
book, by who contributes the most 
money to their campaigns. 

Low-income workers do not have 
high-priced lobbyists. They do not con-
tribute huge amounts of money to poli-
ticians or political parties, but these 
are the people who make this country 
work, Mr. Speaker. These are the peo-
ple who do the hard labor, each and 
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every day to keep this country run-
ning. They deserve a break. They de-
serve a raise. They deserve the ability 
to provide for their families. 

For once, just once, I urge my Repub-
lican colleagues to do the right thing. 
Reject this martial law rule. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I reserve my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GENE GREEN). 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank my colleague for 
yielding to me. 

Mr. Speaker, this is Keystone Cops 
legislation. I fully expect to see the 
Marx Brothers, Larry, Curly and Moe, 
as Members of Congress here today. 

Today, or tonight, we do not know if 
are going to vote on pension reform, 
associated health plans, repealing of 
the estate tax, tax extensions, or a 
minimum wage increase, or any com-
bination or all of the above. It will be 
late on Friday night before we vote on 
any of these vital issues. Our constitu-
ents cannot be fooled by this late night 
flim-flam. 

We should have an up-and-down vote 
on a minimum wage increase, not a 
vote on minimum wage increase and 
the estate tax at the same time or pen-
sion reform or whatever else the lead-
ership feels convenient to add to this 
bill. 

It is hard to hit a moving target, and 
rather than playing games, we should 
remember that there are people in this 
country who make $5.10 an hour. This 
is a real issue that impacts real people. 

We have not raised the minimum 
wage since 1997. When adjusted for in-
flation, the minimum wage is the low-
est it has been in 50 years. When it 
takes a full day’s pay to fill up your 
gas tank, something is wrong. 

A minimum wage earner makes only 
$10,700 a year. This is well below the 
poverty threshold for a family of three 
which is $16,600 a year. 

We need to lift these hardworking 
Americans out of poverty and have a 
true vote on the minimum wage. 

The estate tax may be part of the 
package. It is clear that my Republican 
colleagues do not really want to pass a 
minimum wage bill. The Senate has 
not been able to muster the 60 votes to 
pass the estate tax bill in years. I do 
not know why we want to create an il-
lusion that we are passing the min-
imum wage law when we know that 
this law is going to fail in the Senate. 

Let us stop playing games with peo-
ple’s lives. Let us have a straight up- 
and-down vote on the minimum wage 
so hardworking Americans can see who 
stands with them and who stands 
against them. 

I urge my colleagues to vote against 
this martial law legislation, but also 
against any flim-flam or Larry, Curly 
and Moe legislation that they may 
want to bring up in the middle of the 
night. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself 1 minute. 

Mr. Speaker, in the bill that we will 
be considering later on that has the 
minimum wage provisions as my friend 
from Texas was talking about, it also 
has some very important tax, what we 
call tax extenders bills, that would oth-
erwise expire. 

One of those extenders is something I 
know is very important to the citizens 
of Texas in that it allows sales tax de-
ductibility for those States that do not 
have a State income tax. The Speaker 
pro tempore is one of those, my State 
is one of those, and my friend from 
Texas also has that. 

So I would hope that while we have 
the minimum wage in the same bill as 
the sales tax, it seems to me to be a 
pretty attractive package. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve my time. 
Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Let me just respond to the gen-

tleman. What is frustrating to us here 
tonight is the fact that for months and 
months and months we have been try-
ing to get a straight up-or-down vote 
on the minimum wage. We think it is 
an absolute disgrace that the minimum 
wage has not been raised since 1997, 9 
years, and in those 9 years, Congress 
has given itself eight pay raises. We 
think there is something wrong with 
that, and we want to see passed and en-
acted into law an increase in the Fed-
eral minimum wage. 

So we want a straight up-or-down 
vote because we think that is the best 
way you can get that. 

Instead, what you do, you bring a 
minimum wage bill to floor to provide 
some of your more vulnerable Members 
cover, and you bring it in a package 
that you know probably is not going to 
go anywhere in the Senate because the 
previous combination of the estate tax 
and the tax extenders package has not 
gone anywhere in the Senate. 

So this is about cover, political 
cover, and not about giving millions 
and millions of Americans, hard-
working Americans who have been ne-
glected by the Republican Congress for 
years, the raise that they deserve. 

The minimum wage has not been 
raised since 1997, and adjusted for infla-
tion, the current minimum wage is at 
its lowest level in more than 50 years. 
Minimum wage earners working 40 
hours per week, 52 weeks per year, 
make $10,712. That is nearly $6,000 
below the poverty line for a family of 
three. Thirty-five percent of those 
workers are their family’s sole wage 
earners; 61 percent are women; and al-
most one-third of those women are 
raising children. 

The average annual cost of family 
health insurance is more than a min-
imum wage worker’s income for a 
whole year, and given the cost of gaso-
line, it takes a full day’s pay for a min-
imum wage earner to fill just one tank 
of gas. 

What we want is not political cover. 
What we want is to give these hard-

working Americans, millions and mil-
lions and millions of Americans, who 
constantly get neglected by this Con-
gress, who always get a cold shoulder 
when it comes to trying to provide 
them some help, what we want to do is 
give them a raise. 

If Members of the House deserve a 
raise, these low-income wage earners 
also deserve a raise. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACK-
SON-LEE). 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the distinguished gen-
tleman for his leadership. 

Wars are raging on the borders of 
Israel and Lebanon; wars are raging in 
Iraq; our soldiers are being redeployed 
not once, not two times and three 
times. I met with a young lady just re-
cently. She has relatives who have 
been redeployed three times or more. 
Funds for the war are increasing, and 
my good friends on the other side, 
rather than stay here and work on the 
issues of the day, will put forward leg-
islation that will have no place and go 
nowhere in the other body. 

Frankly, the package that is being 
put through today under this martial 
rule will cost $800 billion. Right now, I 
filed legislation to provide humani-
tarian aid to Lebanon to help those 
who are noncombatants get out safely, 
to find a way to help Americans who 
are stranded in Lebanon to get safely 
home, and we are addressing legisla-
tion that makes no sense. 

I voted for a sales tax relief for the 
State of Texas. I am a Texan, and I 
sure believe in helping home and many 
other States that suffer under the bur-
den of excessive taxes. But you cannot 
give an $800 billion tax relief that no 
one is going to address, in the Senate, 
in regular order. It has to pass in the 
Senate and then the President signs it. 
And at the same time, we fail to enter-
tain livable wages for Americans, a 
minimum wage increase for Americans, 
while we, of course, have increases. 

So when you look at this package 
and you see this, this is going nowhere. 
This is to put Members on the line to 
be embarrassed or to go home and say 
why did you vote against the sales tax. 
I voted for it many times. I want it to 
pass, but it is not going to pass this 
way. It is going to have to pass in ne-
gotiation between the House and the 
Senate because Texas does deserve re-
lief, but so do the millions of those who 
are not being able to make ends meet. 

What about your soldiers that are on 
food stamps, the very soldiers who are 
on the front lines in Iraq? The privates 
are on food stamps, and we have got 
$800 billion in tax relief to the richest 
of Americans who do not even need it. 

That is what the problem is with this 
legislation. We waited here all day. I do 
not have a problem. We can be here all 
night. We can be here until tomorrow. 
We can pass H.R. 945, the Lebanon Hu-
manitarian Relief, so we can protect 
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those noncombatants who are being 
bombed and who cannot even defend 
themselves. I am not concerned about 
protecting Hezbollah, but I am con-
cerned about mothers and children and 
babies who cannot even get out because 
they are on the road and they are being 
bombed. We need a corridor that gives 
us that kind of separation. 

But Mr. Speaker, this is no expla-
nation. Let us get an up-or-down vote 
on minimum wage. Let us try to ad-
dress the crisis in the Mideast. Let us 
help by getting real pension reform. 
Let us speak to the American people. 
Let us not play jokes here in the Con-
gress of the United States of America. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WOOLSEY). 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, as a 
former welfare mom, I know what it is 
like to try to get by on a paycheck 
that is not enough to make ends meet. 

Today’s minimum wage earner is try-
ing to live on a wage that has not been 
raised for 9 years. Minimum wage has 
not been raised in 9 years, but you can 
be sure the cost of food has gone up 
over that period of time. The cost of 
health care has skyrocketed. The price 
of gas is higher than most people ever 
imagined it could be. Over 6 million 
people are trying to live in the year 
2006 earning $1,997. 

So what is the Republican majority’s 
solution to solving the problems for 
those who do not have enough? 

b 1830 

They want to give more tax cuts to 
those who have more wealth than the 
average American can even imagine. 
They want to excuse the richest 7,500 
families in this country from contrib-
uting like they ought to. It is time we 
stand up for those who don’t have 
enough. It is time we say no to those 
who want too much. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose cre-
ating an American aristocracy by re-
pealing the estate tax. Vote ‘‘no’’ on 
this rule until we have a clean up-or- 
down vote on the minimum wage. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to state for the record, just so there is 
no question as to where the Republican 
majority is coming from, let me read 
to you a quote that appeared in a June 
22 story of the Associated Press enti-
tled ‘‘GOP-Run Senate Kills Minimum 
Wage.’’ This is a quotation from our 
House Majority Leader. 

He says, and I quote, ‘‘I have been in 
this business for 25 years and I have 
never voted for an increase in the min-
imum wage. I am opposed to it, and I 
think a vast majority of our rank and 
file is opposed to it.’’ 

That is what the other side thinks 
about the minimum wage, and that is 
why we need to demand an up-or-down 
vote. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 31⁄2 minutes to 
the gentleman from Maryland, our dis-
tinguished whip, Mr. HOYER. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. I agree with what 

the gentleman has just said. The Re-
publican leadership is opposed to rais-
ing the minimum wage, opposed to lift-
ing 6.6 million people out of poverty. 
No Member of the House should harbor 
any illusions about what the Repub-
lican leadership is doing, therefore. 

Today, the Republican leadership is 
engaging in a political stunt, in my 
opinion; a cynical sham, a cruel ploy to 
undermine a long overdue increase in 
the Federal minimum wage, an in-
crease that would benefit literally mil-
lions of American workers and their 
families. Democrats have continually 
fought for a clean up-or-down vote on 
increasing the minimum wage from 
$5.15 to $7.25 per hour over 2 years, the 
first increase in 10 years. 

Hear me: Groceries have not been fro-
zen in price. Gasoline hasn’t been fro-
zen in price. Rents haven’t been frozen 
in price. But wages of minimum-wage 
workers have been frozen for 10 years, 
and we continue to fight today about 
this. 

The fact is, I believe a majority of 
the Members of this body support an 
increase in the minimum wage, even if 
the Speaker, the Majority Leader, and 
the majority of the House Republicans 
do not. But the will of the House will 
be thwarted today if this rule passes. 

On June 12, the Appropriations Com-
mittee adopted on a bipartisan vote an 
amendment to the Labor, Health and 
Human Services and Education appro-
priation bill that would increase the 
minimum wage by $2.10 per hour over 2 
years. That bill has been languishing 
unconsidered for the last 2 months. In 
response, the Republican leadership 
has refused to bring that appropriation 
bill up for a vote. 

On July 13, 64 Republicans joined all 
Democrats in indicating their support 
for an increase in the minimum wage 
by voting for a Democratic motion to 
instruct on the vocational education 
bill. But instead of providing for a fair 
up-and-down vote on the minimum 
wage, the Republican leadership today 
has combined an increase in the hourly 
rate with an estate tax cut that will 
benefit the heirs of the wealthiest es-
tates in America and drive our Nation 
hundreds of billions, approximately 
$800 billion further into debt. 

If nothing else, Mr. Speaker, this bill 
certainly tells the American people 
precisely where the Republican prior-
ities lie. Their priorities lie with Paris 
Hilton and other heirs of the super 
wealthy, not the hard-working Ameri-
cans who work 40 hours a week earning 
a minimum wage and are living in pov-
erty in the richest Nation on the face 
of the earth. 

Mr. Speaker, this Republican bill 
wreaks of cynicism. It is a political 
stunt designed to give vulnerable Re-
publicans in tough elections the oppor-
tunity to say they voted to raise the 
minimum wage, even though they 
know this bill is a shell game. We will 
give with one hand and take with the 
other. 

The estate tax will not pass. It has 
not passed. We have already passed it. 

We don’t need to pass it again. But it is 
put on this bill as a poison pill to kill 
it because the Republican leadership 
opposes raising the minimum wage. 
What a shame. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
11⁄4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. FRANK). 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I have served here 26 years. 
Eight years before that I was in the 
State legislature. And before that, I 
studied legislatures. They are a subject 
of fascination to me because I believe 
deeply in democracy. I have never seen 
democracy so degraded in a purport-
edly legitimate institution as by this 
bill today. 

It is solely intended to allow Mem-
bers of your party, Mr. Speaker, to pre-
tend to be for an increase in the min-
imum wage to get them safely past an 
election. There are plenty of ways, if 
they were really for increasing the 
minimum wage, they could join and 
give us the majority to do it. But you 
are allowing them to be dishonest. 

This proposal that links the estate 
tax and the minimum wage in a bill 
that you know is not going to pass the 
Senate is the most ethically repug-
nant, intellectually dishonest, morally 
bankrupt ploy I have ever seen in a leg-
islative body. For you, Mr. Speaker, 
and your party to perpetrate this con-
scious, deliberate deception, not just 
on the American people, but particu-
larly on the poorest and hardest work-
ing among them, is something I would 
have thought previously even you 
would have been ashamed to do. 

Apparently, shame has become en-
tirely irrelevant to you and your party. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I feel a great deal of respect 
for my friend that just spoke, and I 
want to go on record as saying that I 
am one of those that is not in favor of 
raising the minimum wage. I have 
never voted for that. And my State, by 
the way, has, if not the highest, one of 
the highest minimum wages in the 
country. 

But I am going to vote for this bill. 
And I am going to vote for this bill not 
because I embrace the minimum wage, 
I am going to vote for this bill because 
it has the estate tax provision in there. 
I am going to vote for this bill because 
it has the sales tax deduction for Wash-
ington State and other States that 
don’t have sales tax deductibility. And 
my expectation is, my expectation is 
that the other body will vote accord-
ingly and pass the bill, therefore, we 
will have the minimum wage increase 
that my friend from Massachusetts 
talked about. 

It seems to me it is the best of all 
worlds in the give and take of the legis-
lative process as we near a recess. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I 
yield to the gentleman from Massachu-
setts. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. I 
thank the gentleman for his honesty. 
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He is against the minimum wage, so he 
is going to vote for this bill. I would 
simply point out that I am for the min-
imum wage so I am going to vote 
against this sham. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Well, 
reclaiming my time, I am glad the gen-
tleman told me that. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO). 

Mr. DEFAZIO. We are mixing our 
symbols here. You have heard of 
Christmas in July and you heard the 
gentleman before me. This is truly 
Christmas in July for the wealthiest 
among us, those who have estates 
worth more than $10 million, so they 
won’t have to carry a share of the bur-
den of paying for our country. 

But this is really more of an April 
Fools in July. The calendar lies to us. 
Because the Republicans are saying 
that there is some equivalence between 
raising the minimum wage, something 
in 10 years of Republican rule that has 
never been raised, from $5.15 an hour. 
Three million kids are dependent upon 
sole wage earners who earn the min-
imum wage, living in abject poverty at 
$10,000 a year. 

Some of them are pumping gas into 
the limousine of Lee Raymond. Who is 
Lee Raymond? He is the guy who just 
retired from ExxonMobil with a $400 
million pension extorted from the 
American people by gouging at the gas 
pump. Guess how much this bill would 
be worth to Mr. Raymond’s heirs if he 
died next year? $128 million. A $128 mil-
lion tax savings for one individual in 
this proposal, which will be financed on 
the backs of working Americans for the 
next 30 years. 

Because, guess what, we are running 
a deficit. So if we are going to give Mr. 
Raymond’s heirs a $128 million tax 
break, then we are going to have to 
borrow the money to do it. We would 
borrow $80 billion a year to give the 
Paris Hiltons and, yes, the Lee Ray-
monds, and the others who have es-
tates worth more than $10 million a 
bye. And they say that is a trade-off for 
after 10 years of delay and disassem-
bling to give a tiny increase that still 
won’t bring 6 million Americans up to 
the poverty level who are earning the 
minimum wage. 

Shame on you for Christmas for the 
wealthiest among us in July and shame 
on you for April Fools on working 
Americans. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
DELAHUNT). 

Mr. DELAHUNT. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. And as I listened 
to my friend from Oregon, I was think-
ing that we are helping the wealthiest 
of Americans by borrowing from China, 
by borrowing from China to subsidize 
that tax cut and further adding to the 
deficit. 

But, Mr. Speaker, by the time I am 
finished speaking, Exxon will have 

made $158,160 in profits, as opposed to 
17 cents earned for the 2 minutes 
worked by the gas station attendant. 
In the hour allotted to the debate, 
Exxon will have made over $4,744,800. 
And if you are currently paid the min-
imum wage, you will have made $5.15. 
In a 40-hour week, Exxon will make a 
staggering $189,792,000 compared to the 
$206 earned by someone on minimum 
wage. Of course that is before taxes. 
Welcome to Wonderland, Alice. 

It has been 10 years since the Federal 
minimum wage was last adjusted, the 
longest period of time in which Con-
gress has refused an increase. During 
that time, the price for gas has sky-
rocketed a whopping 136 percent, 
health care costs for working families 
have jumped 97 percent, college tuition 
has ballooned 77 percent, and the price 
of bread and milk has risen 25 percent. 

Far too many families are struggling 
to make ends meet, living paycheck to 
paycheck and going deeper and deeper 
into debt. It is not about paying at the 
pump any more, now working families 
are feeling it in the aisles of the local 
supermarket or when they visit the 
drugstore. 

We will not have a straight up-or- 
down vote on a clean minimum wage 
bill to help our working families, many 
of whom face a bleak future thanks to 
the Draconian budget cuts proposed by 
the administration and passed by this 
Congress. Instead, if we want to see the 
minimum wage addressed in this ses-
sion of Congress, we are being forced to 
approve tax cuts that benefit the 
wealthiest among us and the Nation’s 
corporations. That is just wrong. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, how much time remains on 
both sides? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington has 25 min-
utes remaining, and the gentleman 
from Massachusetts has 51⁄4 minutes re-
maining. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time I would like to yield 2 minutes to 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT). 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, a 
number of Members have come to this 
floor and have wondered why there 
isn’t moral outrage. Well, when you 
have a President who leads you into 
war on all kinds of misrepresentations, 
when we have now lost 2,500 Ameri-
cans, and when we have spent $400 bil-
lion with no moral outrage about that, 
who would expect there to be moral 
outrage about the fact that somebody 
is making $5.15 an hour in this coun-
try? 

b 1845 

Now, we have Members of Congress, 
of course, who have indexed their sal-
ary to inflation. And this year we are 

all going to pick up $3,300. Nobody is 
going to blink. That is a third of what 
a minimum-wage worker makes work-
ing all year. 

If we had indexed the minimum wage 
to inflation, they would be making al-
most $13 an hour. But, of course, we 
can’t think of doing something like 
that. That would be humane to the 
people that we have kicked off welfare 
and all the other things we have done 
in this society. 

We have taken away pensions. We 
have put companies in bankruptcy. We 
have shifted jobs overseas, and the few 
that are working in this country, we 
want them working for as little as pos-
sible. 

Well, the Republicans found a cure 
for that. They waited till after the 
news had closed for Friday. In the 
darkness of the night, on a Friday, 
they are going to pass a bill that they 
are going to use for their press releases 
on Monday when they get home to 
their districts: I voted to raise the min-
imum wage. I care about the working 
people of my district, they will pro-
claim in loud voices. 

But the fact is, they know this bill 
isn’t going to pass. And what is going 
to pass, they hope, is the $300 billion 
for the richest among us, those poor 
rich people who can hardly get by. 
Their hearts are bleeding, but the Re-
publicans are taking care of it. Don’t 
worry, you rich folks. They have got 
you in mind. They don’t care what hap-
pens to the poor. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. SHERMAN). 

(Mr. SHERMAN asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, this 
bill is a sham concealing an insult hid-
ing a hypocrisy. It is a sham legislative 
process to bring a bill of thousands of 
pages, which has yet to be distributed 
to any of us, for a midnight vote. 

It is an insult to turn to the hard-
working people working for $5.15 an 
hour and tell them that, first, you will 
get a little bit more, but it still will be 
less purchasing power than you had 
decades ago. But second, you will get it 
only if it is tied to relief for those who 
pay the estate tax. 

You know, people have misnamed the 
estate tax the death tax. It is really 
and literally the millionaire’s tax. The 
tax falls only on those who are heirs. It 
reduces the amount they will inherit, 
and only on those who are heirs to es-
tates of over $7 million a family. 

We Democrats have proposed that we 
permanently lift the estate tax on all 
families on the first $7 million. That 
would cost about $22 billion a year. 

This bill has provisions virtually 
abolishing the millionaire’s tax and, 
therefore, will cost this country, when 
fully phased in, $66 billion a year. 

So a few quarters an hour to those 
who are earning the minimum wage, 
and $44 billion a year to those who are 
heirs of estates above $7 million a fam-
ily. 
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That would be an insult. But don’t 

worry about it, because it is shrouded 
in a hypocrisy. You see, this bill isn’t 
designed to go anywhere. It is designed 
to come to the floor, we vote on it at 
midnight, then the Senate won’t pass 
it. 

If you have voted against raising the 
minimum wage a dozen times, as most 
of the Republicans in this House have, 
don’t think you can get well by voting 
for this bill. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I have no more speakers, if 
the gentleman is prepared to close. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. How much time do 
I have left, Mr. Speaker? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 11⁄4 minutes. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, let me urge all my col-
leagues, both Republican and Demo-
crat, to oppose this rule. This is a mar-
tial law rule. There are 1,200 pages of 
legislation that nobody has read. This 
is not the way this House should be 
run. 

People who are watching this on TV 
are scratching their heads and won-
dering how in the world can Members 
of Congress vote on legislation that 
they have never seen, that they 
haven’t had a chance to read. But that 
is exactly what we are being asked to 
do tonight, and that is wrong. 

What is happening right now is a de-
liberate attempt to, essentially, give 
people cover on the minimum wage, on 
a bill that will die. 

This is not going to be enacted into 
law. We know that because the Senate 
has already made it clear that they are 
not going to support this legislation. 
And so this is political cover for Re-
publicans who are afraid that they are 
going to be criticized for not voting for 
the minimum wage. 

If you want a minimum wage, then 
vote for it up or down. Don’t clutter it 
up with tax breaks for millionaires and 
for special corporate interests. 

The fact of the matter is that it 
takes a full day’s pay for a minimum- 
wage earner to fill just one tank of gas. 
The average CEO earns 821 times more 
than a minimum-wage worker. The av-
erage CEO earns more before lunch-
time than a minimum-wage worker 
earns all year. 

Let’s not be cynical. Let’s defeat this 
martial law rule. Let’s give the Mem-
bers of this House an opportunity to 
vote on the minimum wage up or down. 
That is what the American people de-
serve. Vote ‘‘no’’ on this martial law 
rule. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, this rule allows for con-
sideration of two very important bills, 
bills that have been worked on ex-
tremely hard on both sides of the aisle 
and on both sides of the rotunda. One 
of them is the pension reform bill that 
has been worked on by the respective 
committees for 5 or 6 years on a bipar-

tisan basis. The bill that we will take 
up later on pension reform is the con-
ference report. But because of the tim-
ing and some logistics, this is the best 
way to address this issue is to take the 
bill up and pass it so that the Senate 
can act on it next week. 

The other bill is a minimum-wage in-
crease bill. I don’t know how many 
times this body, in the last several 
months, has had procedural motions 
regarding the minimum wage. So we 
are going to have a minimum-wage bill 
before us later on tonight. And with 
that bill, with the expectation that the 
other body will talk about it and will 
pass it favorably, will be something 
that this body has addressed several 
times. 

The estate tax, or the death tax, has 
been addressed by this Congress on two 
occasions. The first occasion was to to-
tally eliminate it. And it passed this 
body on a bipartisan basis. The second 
time was a cap that we will take up, 
very similar to what we will take up 
later on. It also passed on a bipartisan 
basis. So the issues that we are taking 
up and allowing to take up with this 
rule aren’t new to this body. 

So I urge my colleagues to vote for 
this same-day rule and to vote, later 
on, for the rule that will allow consid-
eration of these two measures that I 
just talked about. They are important 
to our constituents; and the sooner we 
do it, the better off we will be. 

And I must say too, Mr. Speaker, the 
expectation is that both of these meas-
ures that we will take up later on to-
night will be passed by the other body 
next week and they will become law. 
And amongst that is the minimum- 
wage increase that my friends on the 
other side of the aisle have been talk-
ing about. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time, and I move the previous 
question on the resolution. 

The previous question was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the resolution. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evi-
dently a quorum is not present. 

The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab-
sent Members. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 217, nays 
192, not voting 24, as follows: 

[Roll No. 418] 

YEAS—217 

Abercrombie 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachus 
Baker 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bass 

Beauprez 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonilla 
Bonner 
Bono 

Boozman 
Boustany 
Bradley (NH) 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Calvert 

Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Chocola 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, Tom 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Everett 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick (PA) 
Flake 
Foley 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gibbons 
Gilchrest 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Green (WI) 
Gutknecht 
Hall 
Harris 
Hart 
Hastert 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Hayworth 
Hefley 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 

Hostettler 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Hyde 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Jenkins 
Jindal 
Johnson (CT) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Keller 
Kelly 
Kennedy (MN) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline 
Knollenberg 
Kolbe 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Leach 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
McCaul (TX) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McKeon 
McMorris 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Moran (KS) 
Murphy 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Ney 
Nussle 
Osborne 
Otter 
Paul 
Pearce 
Pence 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Poe 

Pombo 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Ryun (KS) 
Saxton 
Schmidt 
Schwarz (MI) 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shaw 
Shays 
Sherwood 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simmons 
Simpson 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Sodrel 
Souder 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Sweeney 
Tancredo 
Taylor (NC) 
Terry 
Thomas 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Turner 
Upton 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Weldon (PA) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NAYS—192 

Ackerman 
Allen 
Andrews 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boyd 
Brady (PA) 
Brown (OH) 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardin 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carson 
Case 
Chandler 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Conyers 

Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (FL) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (TN) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle 
Edwards 
Emanuel 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Ford 
Frank (MA) 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 

Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Herseth 
Higgins 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (OH) 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy (RI) 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick (MI) 
Kind 
Kucinich 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 
Levin 
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Lipinski 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Maloney 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCollum (MN) 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Millender- 

McDonald 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 

Olver 
Ortiz 
Owens 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Pelosi 
Peterson (MN) 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reyes 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sabo 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sanders 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz (PA) 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sherman 
Skelton 

Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Spratt 
Strickland 
Stupak 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor (MS) 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Wexler 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 

NOT VOTING—24 

Baca 
Bilirakis 
Boehlert 
Buyer 
Coble 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Deal (GA) 
Evans 

Gohmert 
Istook 
Jones (NC) 
Lewis (GA) 
Linder 
McKinney 
Meehan 
Meeks (NY) 

Northup 
Norwood 
Nunes 
Oxley 
Payne 
Platts 
Salazar 
Stark 

b 1929 

Messrs. CARDOZA, AL GREEN of 
Texas and BARROW changed their vote 
from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated for: 
Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, on the legislative 

day of Friday, July 28, 2006, I was unavoid-
ably detained and was unable to cast a vote 
on rollcall vote No. 418. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on this vote. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 5970, ESTATE TAX AND EX-
TENSION OF TAX RELIEF ACT OF 
2006 AND H.R. 4, PENSION PRO-
TECTION ACT OF 2006 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington, from 
the Committee on Rules, submitted a 
privileged report (Rept. No. 109–613) on 
the resolution (H. Res. 966) providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 5970) 
to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to increase the unified credit 
against the estate tax to an exclusion 
equivalent of $5,000,000, to repeal the 
sunset provision for the estate and gen-
eration-skipping taxes, and to extend 
expiring provisions, and for other pur-
poses; and consideration of the bill 
(H.R. 4) to provide economic security 
for all Americans, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House 
Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

b 1930 

PROVIDING FUNDING AUTHORITY 
TO FACILITATE EVACUATION OF 
PERSONS FROM LEBANON 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate bill (S. 
3741) to provide funding authority to 
facilitate the evacuation of persons 
from Lebanon, and for other purposes, 
be taken from the Speaker’s table, 
amended in the form that I have placed 
at the desk, and hereby passed; that 
the amendment placed at the desk be 
considered as read; and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows: 

S. 3741 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. FUNDING AUTHORITY. 

(a) TRANSFER AUTHORITY.— 
(1) AUTHORITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Upon a determination by 

the Secretary of State described in subpara-
graph (B), the Secretary may transfer to the 
‘‘Emergencies in the Diplomatic and Con-
sular Service’’ account from unobligated 
amounts in any account under the ‘‘Adminis-
tration of Foreign Affairs’’ heading such 
sums as may be necessary— 

(i) to cover the costs of facilitating the 
evacuation under section 4 of the State De-
partment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 
U.S.C. 2671) of persons from Lebanon on or 
after July 16, 2006; and 

(ii) to replenish the ‘‘Emergencies in the 
Diplomatic and Consular Service’’ account 
up to the level of funding that existed in 
such account on July 15, 2006. 

(B) DETERMINATION.—A determination re-
ferred to in subparagraph (A) is a determina-
tion that additional funding for the ‘‘Emer-
gencies in the Diplomatic and Consular Serv-
ice’’ account is necessary as a result of the 
extraordinary costs of facilitating the evacu-
ation under section 4 of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 
2671) of persons from Lebanon on or after 
July 16, 2006. 

(C) TREATMENT OF FUNDS.—Amounts trans-
ferred under subparagraph (A) shall be 
merged with amounts in the ‘‘Emergencies 
in the Diplomatic and Consular Service’’ ac-
count, and shall be available for the same 
purposes, and subject to the same conditions 
and limitations, as amounts in such account. 

(2) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under 

subparagraph (B), not later than 5 days be-
fore transferring funds under paragraph (1), 
the Secretary of State shall notify the ap-
propriate congressional committees of the 
proposed transfer. 

(B) EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES WAIVER.—The 
Secretary may waive the requirement under 
subparagraph (A) if exigent circumstances 
exist. In the event of such a waiver, the Sec-
retary shall provide notice of the transfer of 
funds to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees as early as practicable, but in no 
event later than 3 days after such transfer, 
including an explanation of the cir-
cumstances necessitating such waiver. 

(C) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this paragraph, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 

Senate and the Committee on International 
Relations and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives. 

(b) USE OF CERTAIN FUNDS.—Amounts ap-
propriated or otherwise made available by 
chapter 8 of title II of division B of Public 
Law 109–148 under the heading ‘‘EMERGENCIES 
IN THE DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR SERVICE’’ 
and any other unobligated amounts in the 
‘‘Emergencies in the Diplomatic and Con-
sular Service’’ account may be made avail-
able to cover the costs of facilitating the 
evacuation under section 4 of the State De-
partment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 
U.S.C. 2671) of persons from Lebanon on or 
after July 16, 2006. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment offered by Mr. WOLF: 
Strike subsection (a) and insert the fol-

lowing new subsection: 
(a) INCREASE IN AVAILABLE FUNDS FOR 

EMERGENCY EVACUATIONS.—Notwithstanding 
the transfer restrictions under section 402 of 
the Science, State, Justice, Commerce, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2006 
(Public Law 109–108), the second proviso 
under the headings ‘‘DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE AND RELATED AGENCY – DE-
PARTMENT OF STATE – ADMINISTRATION OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS – DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
PROGRAMS’’ is amended by striking 
‘‘$4,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$19,000,000’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, reserving 
the right to object, I think especially 
in the closing days of the session, that 
Members ought to have an under-
standing of what is going on, even 
though this is martial law time. 

So I would ask if the gentleman 
would please explain to the House what 
this action would do. 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, this amend-
ment simply gives the permissive au-
thority to the Secretary of State to ac-
cess these and other previously appro-
priated funds to cover the evacuation 
of Lebanon. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, continuing 
under my reservation, could I ask the 
gentleman, has the administration 
given us any indication of where they 
are likely to take funds from in order 
to accomplish this? 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, they have 
been in discussion with the staff as to 
some ideas. But their priority was to 
get this legislation passed because 
there are going to be more evacuations 
taking place. 

So as of now I cannot tell you the 
exact places. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, continuing 
under my reservation, I would hope 
that the administration would let the 
Congress know as quickly as possible 
where it is planning to take funds 
from, so that if the Congress has any 
concerns, we might express those con-
cerns before we are facing a fait 
accompli. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I withdraw 
my reservation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, reserving the right to object, 
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though I may not object, just a few 
days ago, I filed H. Res. 945, the Leb-
anon Humanitarian Relief Act with a 
number of cosponsors. And I raise the 
question to the distinguished gen-
tleman of whether or not what we are 
doing today will also include a ces-
sation of targeting infrastructure of 
noncombatants, and whether or not it 
will also establish or give the Sec-
retary of State the ability to, if you 
will, negotiate safe corridors for evac-
uees to be able to be evacuated. 

This is a crucial time in the history 
of our Nation, and as well in the issues 
dealing with the Mideast. And I am 
concerned that as we consider funding 
for the evacuation of innocent Leba-
nese citizens, as has been noted, sev-
eral incidents have occurred where 
evacuees unfortunately suffered injury 
or death trying to escape, therefore we 
should instruct the Secretary of State 
to negotiate with the United Nations 
and the participants in this conflict 
safe corridors for the Lebanese evac-
uees and also a cessation of firing on 
noncombat structures such as airports, 
hospitals, schools and otherwise. 

I yield to the gentleman to know if 
there are any instructions in this UC 
with respect to any of those items. 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, no, there 
are not. It would merely ensure that 
the State Department could use the ex-
isting funds to get American citizens 
out of harm’s way and to pay the debts 
that they have obligated both for 
cruises, for ships and for other things 
whereby they are taking people to Cy-
press and other points of safety, so 
they can pay their bills. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, further reserving the right to 
object, let me say that I applaud the 
gentleman. That is an important task, 
if you will. With that in mind, I will 
simply say, I hope that we will hear 
from the administration, and that this 
Congress will proceed in August to be 
able to provide direct humanitarian re-
lief to Lebanon, and as well provide for 
the safe passage of those who are non- 
combatants innocent civilians trying 
to escape and to protect those struc-
tures which are not involved in this 
conflict. 

With that, I would ask the leadership 
of this House to support H. Res. 945 and 
to bring it up immediately. 

H. RES. 945 

Whereas, since the commencement of hos-
tilities, over 350 Lebanese civilians, one 
third of whom are children according to the 
United Nations Emergency Relief Coordi-
nator, and 17 Israeli civilians, have been 
killed; 

Whereas vital infrastructure, including 
hospitals, power plants, bridges, roads, and 
food and milk factories in Lebanon have 
been destroyed; 

Whereas over 600,000 people in Lebanon and 
hundreds of thousands of people in Israel 
have been displaced; 

Whereas President George W. Bush has ex-
pressed great concern over the welfare of the 
people of Lebanon; 

Whereas United Nations Secretary General 
Kofi Annan has called for an immediate 
cease-fire; 

Whereas the United Nations Emergency 
Relief Coordinator has warned of a humani-
tarian disaster in Lebanon; 

Whereas the Government of Lebanon has 
urgently appealed for an immediate ces-
sation to hostilities; and 

Whereas the international community has 
expressed support for a humanitarian cor-
ridor to Lebanon to be opened immediately 
to get desperately-needed humanitarian sup-
plies to the suffering people of Lebanon: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) calls for the cessation of the targeting 
by any side of infrastructure vital to non- 
combatants, which also increases the likeli-
hood of the loss of innocent civilian life; 

(2) calls for a secure humanitarian corridor 
to be opened immediately via the seaports 
and airports of Lebanon to alleviate the un-
necessary suffering of the people of Lebanon; 

(3) calls for an immediate cease-fire in line 
with the urgent appeals of the Government 
of Lebanon and the United Nations Sec-
retary General; and 

(4) urges a comprehensive and just solution 
to the Arab-Israeli conflict to ensure that 
the peoples of the Middle East can live in 
peace, freedom, and prosperity. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I withdraw my reservation, 
hoping for debate on humanitarian aid 
directly to Lebanon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the amendment is agreed to. 

There was no objection. 
The Senate bill was ordered to be 

read a third time, was read the third 
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 5970, ESTATE TAX AND 
EXTENSION OF TAX RELIEF ACT 
OF 2006 AND H.R. 4, PENSION 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2006 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 966 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 966 
Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 

resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in 
the House the bill (H.R. 5970) to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to increase the 
unified credit against the estate tax to an 
exclusion equivalent of $5,000,000, to repeal 
the sunset provision for the estate and gen-
eration-skipping taxes, and to extend expir-
ing provisions, and for other purposes. The 
bill shall be considered as read. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the bill to final passage without intervening 
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally 
divided and controlled by the chairman and 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
on Ways and Means; and (2) one motion to 
recommit. 

SEC. 2. Upon the adoption of this resolution 
it shall be in order without intervention of 
any point of order to consider in the House 
the bill (H.R. 4) to provide economic security 
for all Americans, and for other purposes. 
The bill shall be considered as read. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered 
on the bill to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate 
equally divided among and controlled by the 

chairman and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Ways and Means and the 
chairman and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force; and (2) one motion to recommit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS) is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, for the purpose of debate 
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. MCGOVERN), pending which I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 
During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for the purpose 
of debate only. 

(Mr. HASTINGS of Washington asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, House Resolution 966 is a 
closed rule providing for consideration 
of H.R. 5970. The rule provides 1 hour of 
general debate on H.R. 5970 in the 
House equally divided and controlled 
by the chairman and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

It also waives all points of order 
against the consideration of H.R. 5970 
and provides one motion to recommit 
H.R. 5970. 

House Resolution 966 also provides 
for the consideration of H.R. 4 under a 
closed rule. It provides 1 hour of gen-
eral debate on H.R. 4 in the House 
equally divided among and controlled 
by the chairman and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Ways and 
Means and the chairman and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

The rule waives all points of order 
against consideration of H.R. 4, and 
provides one motion to recommit. 

This rule allows for consideration, 
Mr. Speaker, of two very important 
measures. The first deals with pro-
tecting the pensions of American work-
ers. Mr. Speaker, the recent financial 
troubles and pension terminations of 
several large companies underscore the 
need for fundamental pension reform. 
The underlying bill is an agreement 
struck between the House and the Sen-
ate conferees on H.R. 2830, the Pension 
Security and Transparency Act. 

The underlying bill will ensure that 
millions of hard-working Americans 
who rely on single and multi-employer 
pension benefits can continue to count 
on them. I would like to congratulate 
the majority leader, Mr. BOEHNER for 
his tireless efforts in bringing this con-
ference report before the House today. 

Mr. BOEHNER has worked on legisla-
tion to better protect the pension of 
workers for over 5 years now, and I 
commend him for his hard work on this 
issue. It is vital, Mr. Speaker, that we 
modernize current pension laws by 
strengthening worker’s retirement se-
curity and reduce—— 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I 
yield to the gentleman from North Da-
kota. 
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Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I heard 

the gentleman say now, as well during 
the debate on the martial law rule, 
that the rule brings forward the con-
ference report on the pension bill. 

Now, I was unaware that the pension 
bill had been reported out of the con-
ference. And, indeed, I do not believe 
the conference report has ever been 
signed. If that is the case— 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, reclaiming my time, I would 
just tell my friend from North Dakota 
that that was the rule that we worked 
on. But there are three provisions. It 
was for the conference report, it was 
for the minimum wage bill, and it was 
for another bill. We are taking up the 
second two of those bills under that 
rule. 

In other words, the first portion that 
was provided in the rule, while it is 
provided, is not applicable to what we 
are taking up tonight. 

Mr. POMEROY. If gentleman would 
further yield. This would conclude my 
question. I will make a point on de-
bate. 

In my understanding of how Congress 
works, there is no conference report 
until the report has been signed by the 
conferees representing agreement be-
tween the House and the Senate. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, reclaiming my time. Again, 
there was a conference report, my un-
derstanding was agreed by all but it 
was not signed. The gentleman is cor-
rect on that. 

The underlying bill that we are tak-
ing up is that bill that was agreed by 
all parties on a bipartisan, bicameral 
basis. That is what this rule provides 
for. 

Mr. Speaker, it is vital that we mod-
ernize the current pension laws by 
strengthening the workers’ retirement 
and reducing the prospect of future 
multi-billion dollar tax bailouts. 

In recent years, we have seen partici-
pants mistakenly believe that their 
pension plans are well funded only to 
be surprised when their plan is abrupt-
ly terminated. This legislation is in-
tended to end that. 

The underlying bill encourages work-
ers to increase their personal savings 
by permanently extending several pro-
visions to enhance pension participa-
tion and retirement savings that are 
set to expire in 2010. 

Mr. Speaker, without a comprehen-
sive fix to our outdated Federal pen-
sion laws, more companies will default 
on their work and pension plans, and 
more will stop pension plans for work-
ers entirely. Now is the time for Con-
gress to act on this important legisla-
tion. 

The other measure, Mr. Speaker, 
that this rule will allow for will con-
tinue our ongoing commitment to 
American workers and taxpayers by 
providing economic security, enacting 
permanent estate tax relief, and ex-
tending numerous tax provisions that 
have passed the House in the past with 
bipartisan support. 

This bill includes extending the sales 
tax deductibility, research and devel-
opment credits and higher education 
incentives. 

In 2001, Congress enacted, in a bipar-
tisan fashion, to gradually phase out 
the death tax and fully eliminate it by 
2010. However, if Congress does not ex-
tend this relief, in 2011, small business 
owners and family farmers will once 
again be assessed the full death tax up 
to a maximum 2001 rate of 55 percent. 

The House of Representatives has 
acted twice in this the 109th Congress 
to enact a permanent solution to this 
form of double taxation, but unfortu-
nately, our efforts have been blocked 
by the other body. Today, the House of 
Representatives will once again act to 
help families suffering the loss of a 
loved one from having to worry about 
losing the family farm or business in 
order to pay the Internal Revenue 
Service. 

The expectation this time is that the 
other body will take up the bill and 
pass the bill. This legislation will pro-
vide estate and gift tax relief to Amer-
ica’s small business owners and family 
farmers. Specifically, the bill would in-
crease the exemption amount and 
index it for inflation, and would lower 
the amount of taxation on estates. 

Mr. Speaker, last year, I, along with 
271 other Members of Congress, sup-
ported a measure that would perma-
nently and fully eliminate the death 
tax. While permanent elimination of 
this tax is what I will continue to work 
with my colleagues on, this measure is 
a step, in my view, in the right direc-
tion. 

With permanent tax relief from this 
tax, many farmers and business owners 
will have a sense of security that they 
need to plan for the financial future of 
their business or their farm for their 
family. 

Another important provision in the 
underlying bill is an extension of the 
State and local sales tax deduction 
from the Federal income tax. My State 
of Washington is one of nine States 
that do not have a State income tax. 

For nearly 20 years, residents of 
these States have been unfairly dis-
advantaged by the IRS code which al-
lows for Federal tax deductions for 
State income taxes, but not States 
that have sales tax deductions. 

In 2004, my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle and I fought to restore fair-
ness to residents of States without an 
income tax by restoring the sales and 
local sales tax deduction. 

I would like to thank the chairman 
of the Ways and Means Committee, Mr. 
THOMAS, for his efforts to include a 
State and local sales tax extension, 
which allow every taxpayer that choos-
es to itemize deductions in the States 
with no income tax the opportunity to 
continue deducting sales tax from his 
or her Federal tax bill. 

b 1945 

By passing the underlying legisla-
tion, we will be restoring fairness for 

those who live, work, and raise families 
in those States. This will allow work-
ers in Washington and others to keep 
more of their own money to spend and 
invest as they see fit. 

While continuing to work to fight to 
make the State and local sales tax de-
duction permanent, this extension for 2 
years will provide billions of dollars of 
relief to taxpayers in Washington and 
those other States, and I think it is a 
step in the right direction. 

I am also pleased that this legisla-
tion creates a new 60 percent deduction 
for qualified timber capital gains 
through 2008. In my State of Wash-
ington, there are 81⁄2 million acres of 
privately owned forests, and the forest 
products industry is the State’s largest 
manufacturing sector. However, the 
current Tax Code puts our timber in-
dustry at a distinct disadvantage 
against international competition by 
subjecting corporate timber and forest 
product industries to a significantly 
higher income tax than their overseas 
competitors. Included in H.R. 5970 is a 
provision that lowers the timber tax 
and supports an industry that provides 
good jobs in many rural communities 
while strengthening its international 
competitiveness. 

Another key provision of this bill ex-
tends the research and experimen-
tation tax credit for 2 years. Techno-
logical innovation is vital to America’s 
continued economic prosperity and re-
search, and research and development 
is the lifeblood of innovation. However, 
research and development activities 
are expensive, and businesses generally 
cannot capture all of the returns on 
their investments. The Federal Govern-
ment must continue to encourage pri-
vate businesses to innovate by extend-
ing and enhancing tax incentives. The 
underlying bill does just that. 

The underlying bill also extends sev-
eral tax incentives to improve the af-
fordability of higher education, includ-
ing tax deferred education savings ac-
counts and tax credits for post-sec-
ondary education. Specifically, it al-
lows all taxpayers to deduct up to 
$4,000 of higher education expenses, 
which will help more students go to 
college. 

Mr. Speaker, with about one month 
left before school starts, teachers will 
begin preparing and purchasing class-
room supplies. Unless Congress acts, an 
important above-the-line tax deduction 
that expired this year will not be avail-
able to teachers when they go back to 
school. This bill will help teachers con-
tain the costs of out-of-pocket expenses 
like books, supplies, and computer 
equipment while allowing them to de-
duct $250 from their Federal tax bill. 

In an effort to encourage savings and 
stable retirement security, the under-
lying bill allows lower-income families 
that contribute to an individual retire-
ment account and pension plans to con-
tinue receiving a Federal match in the 
form of an income tax credit for the 
first $2,000 of annual contributions. 
This encourages families to save and 
plan for their own retirement. 
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There is no question that allowing 

families to keep more of their hard- 
earned money spurs economic growth. 
Earlier this month, revised budget esti-
mates projected that a recent surge in 
tax revenue will help shrink the Fed-
eral deficit more than previously ex-
pected. Not acting would raise taxes on 
millions of workers and families. We 
must continue the policy to grow our 
economy and keep our tax bills from 
rising. 

The House of Representatives has 
previously passed these tax provisions 
on a bipartisan basis, and last Decem-
ber the House of Representatives 
passed H.R. 2830, the Pension Protec-
tion Act, by a bipartisan vote of 294– 
132. I would encourage my colleagues 
to support House Resolution 966 and 
both underlying bills. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank the gentleman from Wash-
ington for yielding me the customary 
30 minutes. I yield myself 5 minutes. 

Mr. Speaker, Democrats have been 
saying again and again and again and 
again the American people want and 
deserve a clean up-or-down vote on 
raising the minimum wage, and this 
rule does not provide for such a vote. 
Minimum-wage workers want and de-
serve a clean up-or-down vote. A clear 
bipartisan majority of this House 
wants and deserves a clean up-or-down 
vote, not a cynical maneuver to pro-
vide political cover for certain vulner-
able Republican Members, a maneuver 
that the majority knows full well will 
kill any chance of an increase in the 
minimum wage this year. 

Let me say to my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle, maybe you can 
fool your constituents in August, but 
let me tell you, the American people 
will not be fooled in November. 

What the Republican leadership is 
presenting is a bill that clutters up the 
minimum-wage vote with, surprise, 
surprise, tax cuts for the wealthy. Ac-
tually, it isn’t a surprise at all. The 
Republican answer to every problem is 
more tax cuts for the wealthy. Medi-
care prescription drugs? Tax cuts for 
the wealthy drug companies and HMOs. 
An energy bill? Tax cuts for the oil and 
gas industry, despite their record- 
breaking profits. And, now, an increase 
in the minimum wage with estate tax 
cuts for the wealthiest few attached. 

The Republicans believe that low- 
wage workers don’t deserve a raise un-
less Paris Hilton also gets a big tax 
cut. No wonder the American people 
are so sick and tired of politics as 
usual in Washington. 

I would ask my Republican col-
leagues, why is it so impossible for you 
to do anything good for working fami-
lies? Why does it cause you such pain 
and anguish and hand-wringing? Why 
can’t you just do the right thing? 

Congress has not raised the minimum 
wage since 1997. That is 9 years. During 
that same period of time, Congress has 
raised its own salary eight times. Now, 

that is what I call out of touch. The 
congressional pay raise, just the 
amount of the pay raise in the last 9 
years has been $30,000, almost triple 
what a minimum-wage worker earns in 
an entire year. The average corporate 
CEO, who will benefit of course from 
the estate tax cut, earns more before 
lunchtime than a minimum-wage 
worker earns all year. A Republican 
staffer told the Columbus Ohio Dis-
patcher: ‘‘Not too many people work at 
minimum wage anymore. I don’t think 
it gets you anywhere politically.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, politics aren’t the 
point. The point is to make sure that 
people who work hard every day in this 
country have enough money to feed 
their families and pay their rent and 
fill up their gas tanks. 

Nearly 15 million Americans will 
benefit from a minimum-wage in-
crease, 6.6 million directly and 8.3 mil-
lion indirectly. Almost 60 percent of 
those workers are women, 40 percent 
are people of color, 35 percent of them 
are their family’s sole wage earners. 
You want to talk about family values, 
about helping children? Just raise the 
minimum wage. 

Even worse, Mr. Speaker, the mas-
sive estate tax cut being tacked onto 
this bill will actually harm those hard-
working families by adding millions of 
dollars to the national debt. The chil-
dren of today’s minimum-wage worker 
will have to pay that debt. They will 
have to deal with increased interest 
rates; they will have to deal with China 
and other countries controlling the 
debt of this country. They will have to 
deal with the cuts in education and 
health care. It is outrageous, Mr. 
Speaker. 

In addition, this rule makes in order 
a pension bill that not only misses an 
important opportunity to deal with 
this country’s retirement security cri-
sis; it also will lead to benefit cuts for 
millions of American workers. 

And let me again clarify it for the 
record so there is no mistake: this is 
not a conference report that we are 
voting on here tonight. I want to make 
it clear, because there is some mis-
understanding. This is not the result of 
the conference negotiations that we 
have this bill before us tonight. 

The pension bill fails to encourage 
companies to keep offering traditional 
pensions to their workers, it fails com-
panies from using bankruptcy to dump 
worker pension plans, and it fails to 
stop companies from awarding lavish 
retirement compensation packages to 
executives at the same time they cut 
workers’ benefits. 

I can’t say it any more plainly, Mr. 
Speaker, the priorities of this Repub-
lican leadership are not the priorities 
of the American people. What the 
American people want and what they 
deserve is a clean up-or-down vote on 
increasing the minimum wage. We 
have voted on this issue in various pro-
cedural votes over and over and over 
and over. We want a clean vote. We 
want this to become the law of the 

land. We want to make sure that low- 
income wage earners get the raise that 
they deserve so they can get out of 
poverty. And what the American peo-
ple also want and deserve is a pension 
bill that protects them. They won’t be 
getting any of that today, Mr. Speaker, 
so I urge my colleagues to reject this 
rule. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased to yield 2 min-
utes to the Republican conference 
Chair, the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. 
PRYCE). 

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank the gentleman, my 
friend, for yielding. 

The agreement we have reached at 
long last tonight will benefit millions 
of hardworking Americans. This is a 
landmark achievement. We have at-
tained unprecedented unity, and I am 
grateful for the hard work of the lead-
ership and for our Members’ commit-
ment to getting this done for America. 

Our friends on the other side of the 
aisle are already calling this political, 
but they are wrong. It is another exam-
ple of House Republicans getting 
things done for the American people. 
The bill before us tonight will raise the 
minimum wage more than $2, to $7.25 
an hour, a 41 percent increase, a provi-
sion that I am very proud to support. 

Ohio workers where I live deserve a 
raise, and tonight that is what we are 
giving them, and we are doing it in a 
way that won’t stifle job creation; but 
more importantly, we are doing it in a 
way that will be able to pass and be-
come law. A clean up-or-down vote 
would never get through the Senate, 
the other body, and would never be-
come law. 

This legislation will also benefit fam-
ily businesses by burying the death tax 
for good. Because of this crippling tax 
that has been on our books for so long, 
more than 70 percent of family busi-
nesses and family farms don’t even 
make it through the second generation, 
and 87 percent don’t even make it to 
the third. The death tax relief included 
in this bill will protect these busi-
nesses and allow them to continue to 
create jobs for hardworking Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill will also sup-
port our Nation’s teachers. Teachers 
often contribute more than their time 
and talent to educate our students, fre-
quently dipping into their own pockets 
to provide essential classroom supplies. 
The Apples for Teachers provision 
which I introduced years ago is expir-
ing, but today we will extend it and 
these expenses will continue to be tax 
deductible. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a vote for our 
teachers, for our families, for our small 
businesses, for our farmers, and for all 
hardworking Americans. I encourage 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
to vote in favor of it. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, with 
all due respect to the previous speaker, 
give me a break. The Republicans know 
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that this is dead on arrival when it 
goes to the Senate. They know that 
there will be no increase in the min-
imum wage if this is the combination 
that goes before the United States Sen-
ate. They had to be dragged kicking 
and screaming here. The only reason 
why we are here right now is because 
the American people are demanding ac-
tion on this issue, and they are trying 
to find political cover. This is beyond 
cynical. This is disgraceful what they 
are doing here on the House floor 
today. 

Mr. Speaker I yield 4 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from California, a distin-
guished member of the Rules Com-
mittee (Ms. MATSUI). 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Massachusetts for 
yielding me this time. 

Mr. Speaker, before we begin this de-
bate, I urge each Member to ask them-
selves, why did you first seek election 
to this House? It is my hope that it is 
similar to my reason: to represent my 
hometown, to craft laws and policies 
that will serve the best interests of the 
families and businesses of that commu-
nity, and to ensure that the world we 
leave behind is better than the world 
you and I inherited. Of late, I think 
Congress has forgotten that. 

When I compare the laundry list of 
items important to my constituents 
and the American people to what Con-
gress is doing, a disconnect is apparent. 
An overwhelming majority of Ameri-
cans think it is long past due to in-
crease the minimum wage. Over the 
past 6 years, this Congress has done lit-
tle, if anything, to help those earning 
the minimum wage and the families 
who depend on them. 

The buying power of the minimum 
wage is now at its lowest point in 57 
years. At the same time, the cost of 
key necessities like health care, edu-
cation, and gas have been rising faster 
than inflation. Yet during the past 8 
years, Members of Congress have raised 
their own pay seven times by nearly 
$30,000. In those same years, minimum- 
wage workers have not gotten a single 
raise. They continue to earn an aver-
age of $10,700 a year. 

Raising the minimum wage is a real 
tangible policy decision to signifi-
cantly help 7.5 million Americans who 
this Congress has virtually ignored. We 
can make this choice only by allowing 
an up-or-down vote on Congressman 
MILLER’s bipartisan bill. This bill 
would gradually raise the minimum 
wage from $5.15 an hour to $7.25 an 
hour. 

b 2000 

Since February, nearly 200 Members 
have signed the petition that would 
force and up-or-down vote on this 
measure, and that is what we should 
have today. 

The only reason we have not had a 
vote on it is because of the Republican 
leadership. They resisted the will of 
the American people and a bipartisan 
coalition of Members. 

And now that the minimum wage in-
crease will finally be debated by the 
House, it has once again been loaded 
down with poison pills. If the Repub-
lican leadership really cared about 
raising the minimum wage, they would 
not have waited until the eleventh 
hour before the House leaves for recess. 
This is a transparent election-year 
ploy. I am confident the American peo-
ple will see it for what it is. 

When a party holds three votes to 
roll back the estate tax, but refuses to 
allow a clean vote on the minimum 
wage, it is clear where its priorities 
are. 

While raising the minimum wage will 
help millions of Americans, the estate 
measure will primarily benefit just 
7,500 families. 

Looking at the majority’s record, we 
should not be surprised. 

There is the series of tax cuts that 
benefit the wealthiest among us, the 
massively flawed Medicare prescription 
drug benefit and subsidies for oil and 
gas companies. But for those in the 
middle class and working families, 
there is not much to talk about, noth-
ing to help get access to decent health 
care or build on the promise of stem 
cell research, or lower the price of gas 
or make college more affordable. At 
the end of today, the majority cer-
tainly cannot claim to have made a 
good faith effort to raise the minimum 
wage. 

And that is truly a shame, because 
you have squandered an opportunity to 
help the constituents that need your 
help the most. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased to yield 2 min-
utes to the gentlewoman from West 
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), my colleague 
on the Rules Committee. 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to thank my colleague and gen-
tleman from Washington for yielding 
me time, and I rise today in strong sup-
port of the rule and the underlying leg-
islation. 

First, I would like to thank our lead-
ership for having the foresight and 
leadership to bring this excellent com-
promise before the House. I am de-
lighted to have been part of the 48 Re-
publicans that have pushed through 
letters and meetings and other meth-
ods to ask our leadership to bring a 
vote on the minimum wage to this 
floor. 

I just heard a minute ago these 
words, ‘‘just raise the minimum wage,’’ 
well, guess what. That is what this bill 
does. 

Let me be clear, with the passage of 
this legislation, we will raise the min-
imum wage over the next 3 years to 
$7.25. This is real relief for those work-
ers who are trying to support a family 
on a minimum wage job, bringing it 
closer to a true living wage. I have sup-
ported raising the minimum wage for 
years, and I am glad to see that on this 
day this vote is coming to the floor. 

I am also pleased that we are includ-
ing death tax relief in this measure. 

Unlike some of my colleagues, I see 
this tax relief and minimum wage bill 
as complementary. The death tax is a 
punitive measure that unfairly burdens 
small business owners and farmers. The 
sustaining of small businesses by keep-
ing their vital assets will allow those 
making the minimum wage to continue 
working and hopefully provide greater 
resources to bring them above the min-
imum wage. 

This is a jobs bill, and I encourage all 
of my colleagues to support this step 
forward for workers and the businesses 
that employ them. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

All we want is a clean up-or-down 
vote on the minimum wage. We want 
this to become law. We do not want to 
make a political statement. This is not 
about a press release. 

Why do we have to bog the minimum 
wage bill down with language to ben-
efit the heirs of the Wal-Mart family, 
the Mars family? Or give Paris Hilton 
another tax cut? Why can we not just 
do what is right, which is to give low- 
wage income earners in this country 
the raise that they deserve? 

We are tired of the political pos-
turing. We want action. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Connecticut (Ms. 
DELAURO). 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, if my 
colleague that just spoke on the other 
side of the aisle cared about the min-
imum wage, she would have signed the 
discharge petition so we could have had 
an up-or-down vote on the minimum 
wage. 

Mr. Speaker, if ever the American 
people needed evidence that the Repub-
lican Congress is putting politics be-
fore what is good for the American peo-
ple, this is it. This is a cynical gim-
mick. It is designed to kill any in-
crease in the minimum wage. It is an 
excuse for vulnerable Republicans to go 
home this August claiming they cast a 
vote in support of raising the minimum 
wage without actually impacting the 
life of a single family earning it. 

Mr. Speaker, why must we make this 
debate about an estate tax that the 
country cannot afford, one which 
would benefit 7,500 families nation-
wide? Only 7,500 families. 

What we want and what we need is an 
economy that produces a rising living 
standard for most American families, 
and right now, with rising interest 
rates, high gas prices, skyrocketing 
health care costs and a slowing housing 
market, it makes no sense whatsoever 
for the Congress to tether a modest in-
crease in the minimum wage to billions 
of dollars in an estate tax cut for those 
who do not need them. 

This measure shows contempt for the 
public interest, especially when the 
minimum wage has not been raised 
since 1997, when its purchasing power 
stands at its lowest in a half century. 

Meanwhile, the Congress has voted to 
increase its own pay nine times since 
1997. I cannot remember a single time 
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this body’s attached its own pay in-
crease to controversial legislation that 
the other party rejects outright, and I 
suspect it is not an accident. 

For Democrats, this is simple. If this 
Congress can get a raise, the American 
people ought to be able to get one as 
well, and we should be able to vote on 
that with a clear up-or-down vote, no 
attachments, no gimmicks. Oppose this 
rule. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased to yield 3 min-
utes to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. KELLER). 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of the rule and of the underlying tax 
bill. 

Mr. Speaker, if I was listening to this 
debate at home, I would think that we 
were discussing something super con-
troversial. I would wonder if we were 
putting a nuclear waste site on a 
school playground or something to 
that effect. Well, nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. A lot of the criti-
cism we are hearing today is election- 
year demagoguery. Here is some 
straight talk. 

This legislation increases the min-
imum wage, expands the deductions for 
college tuition and repeals the death 
tax for most family-owned small busi-
nesses. That is it. That is the heart of 
this legislation, and let me be real spe-
cific. 

The minimum wage will go from $5.15 
to $7.25 an hour. College tuition will be 
expanded, and you can deduct up to 
$4,000 per year. The death tax will be 
repealed for those people with estates 
of $5 million or less. After that, it will 
be taxed at 15 percent. 

Now, most of the controversy, sup-
posed controversy, is addressed to-
wards this minimum wage increase 
being linked to the death tax repeal for 
most people. Now, why do we do that? 
Seventy percent of all new jobs in this 
country are created by small business 
people. If we are going to increase the 
minimum wage, we do not want these 
employees to be laid off. We do not 
want the small businessman to be 
forced with an increased payroll to 
have no choice but to lay folks off. 

We want, on the other hand, these 
small businesses to be successful and 
continue to operate. It always mys-
tifies me why some people on the other 
side pretend to love jobs, yet they hate 
the employers who provide these jobs. 

Now, how does this help? One-third of 
family-owned small businesses are 
forced to liquidate because of the death 
tax. We want, on the other hand, these 
businesses to continue to operate from 
one generation to the next. This is the 
current law if we do nothing. 

In the year 2010, the death tax will be 
zero. In the year 2011, it will go back up 
to a 55 percent tax rate, 55 percent, 
even though the money has been taxed 
once at the income level. Unfortu-
nately, the only family-owned business 
in America that knows for sure that 

their patriarch will die in 2010 is the 
Sopranos. 

Now, I have been listening to some 
other comments the other side has 
made. They said that we are fooling 
our constituents; that these are just 
tax cuts for the wealthy like Paris Hil-
ton; that we must be in the hip pocket 
of the special interests. Well, let me 
tell you what they did not say. Forty- 
three Democrats voted for this same 
exact death tax repeal. Are those 
Democrats fooling their constituents? 
Are they only caring about tax cuts for 
Paris Hilton? Are they in the hip pock-
et of special interests? Or are they a 
few people that decided to stand up to 
the liberal leadership and say I am an 
American first and I want to do what is 
best for small businesspeople? 

We need less demagoguery, less polit-
ical shenanigans, less pessimism, and 
what we need is more straight talk, 
more commonsense and more opti-
mism. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
for the rule and ‘‘yes’’ for the bill. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Let us have a little straight talk. My 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
are tying the minimum wage to all 
these special tax breaks and tax breaks 
for Paris Hilton absolutely. They are 
doing this for one reason, because they 
know it will be dead on arrival in the 
Senate. That is cynical, and this is pol-
itics at its worst. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. RAN-
GEL), the distinguished ranking mem-
ber of the Ways and Means Committee. 

(Mr. RANGEL asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I have 
been in this place a long time, but I do 
not remember even this close to an 
election seeing the type of hypocrisy 
that we see today. 

There is only one ship that they 
would like to see get on the waters, 
and that is the estate tax relief, and it 
is only going to provide relief for a 
fraction of 1 percent, of some 7,500 indi-
viduals in the country. That is the 
wealthiest of the wealthy. Most Ameri-
cans cannot even dream about getting 
to the status that they are going to be 
liable for taxes, and why would they 
want this? They want this because if 
you want campaign contributions, you 
go where the money is, and believe me, 
this is the cream of the crop of the 
money that we have in the United 
States of America. 

They know the bill stinks to high 
heaven. That is why it is not on its own 
two feet. If this were a great thing for 
America and democracy, one, we would 
not wait until midnight to talk about 
it; and two, we would be so proud of it. 
The Star Spangled Banner would be 
here, the lights would be shining and 
we would talk about estate tax relief. 

But it stinks so heavy, they try to 
sweeten it up by putting other tax bills 
on it. There must be around 40 extend-

ers here that do good work, and so they 
say if you want the extenders, you got 
to buy this stinking rule, but that is 
not enough. Whatever you do for the 
corporations or the rich folks, but why 
hold millions of Americans that cannot 
get an increase in minimum wage, why 
would you put them on top of this? 
Why would you hold them hostage? 

And whether or not the bill passes in 
the other House, do we not have any 
shame? Are not all of these issues im-
portant enough for this august body to 
take them up one by one? 

It is almost like having a child talk 
about I want so badly to increase the 
minimum wage for them, and then you 
put these concrete shoes on them, as 
you throw them into the ocean alone 
and not being able to swim. 

If you care about poor folks, act like 
it. Give them a day by themselves. Do 
not mix their problems up with the 
richest of the rich of this country. Hy-
pocrisy, I have now seen it all. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased to yield 2 min-
utes to my colleague from Washington 
(Mr. REICHERT). 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my good friend and fellow Washing-
tonian for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 
rule and the underlying bill, specifi-
cally H.R. 5970. This legislation in-
cludes some tax provisions that are 
very important to Washington State, 
including an extension of the State and 
local sales tax deduction. 

The Internal Revenue Code has long 
allowed residents of States that have 
an income tax to deduct their income 
tax on their Federal return. However, 
for too long, the code penalized resi-
dents of States like mine, Washington 
State, which uses the sales tax as its 
revenue base. I am pleased that the au-
thors of this bill have included an ex-
tension of the deductibility of State 
and local sales tax. 

Additionally, the timber tax provi-
sion is of great importance to compa-
nies like Weyerhaeuser in Washington 
State. 

I also rise to express my strong sup-
port for the provision in this bill which 
extends the research and development 
tax credit, which is so important to our 
Nation’s high-tech industry and to all 
companies that innovate, companies in 
my district like Microsoft and 
Ramgen, which is a company con-
ducting alternative energy research 
and creating cutting edge technology 
and products, which in turn creates 
jobs. 

As we all know, in the 21st century 
the United States is competing in a 
global economic environment. We as a 
Congress must take all reasonable 
steps to enable American businesses to 
compete. Also, the kind of jobs pro-
duced in the research-driven economy 
are often high-paying jobs. Consumers 
are the beneficiaries of new and im-
proved products. 

While I support legislation to make 
this credit permanent, short of that, I 
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applaud the authors of this bill for ex-
tending the credit for 2 years. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
2 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN), a 
member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee. 

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

b 2015 

Mr. LEVIN. They say legislation is 
like making sausages. You have heard 
that. This legislation is worse, because 
as far as I know, sausages do not have 
poison pills in them. This legislation 
does. 

It links action to help struggling 
families, working families with tax 
breaks for the very wealthy. And why 
the linkage? It is clear. Because the es-
tate tax provisions can’t pass on their 
own. 

Secondly, contrary to what has been 
said here, a clean bill on minimum 
wages would be passed by the House 
and Senate; but when you link it, it 
won’t happen. And that is what the ma-
jority party in this House wants, no in-
crease in minimum wages. 

And just let us think about fiscal re-
sponsibility. The estate tax change, 
and these are the estimates. You bring 
this up at the last minute, it is a little 
hard to have exact dollar estimates, 
but here they are. Over 10 years the es-
tate tax change would cost $270 billion, 
and over a full 10 years, when fully into 
effect, $700 billion. 

And, look, what would happen is not 
only would it be $10 million joint filers 
would have no estate tax, but a major 
break for estates between $5 million 
and $25 million, $10 million and $50 mil-
lion for joint filers, and those above 
that; they still get a break. So what 
this does is eat up hundreds of billions 
of dollars, and not for family farmers 
and not for small businesses. Ninety- 
nine percent of the estates would be ex-
empted under present law. 

No, this is for the very, very wealthy. 
But I say this: the desperate Repub-
licans are not going to be saved by 
these maneuvers. The public, fellow 
and sister Republicans, will not be 
fooled by your antics this night. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, how much time remains on 
both sides? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BOOZMAN). The gentleman from Wash-
ington has 11 minutes and the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts has 131⁄2 
minutes. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to the gentleman from North 
Dakota (Mr. POMEROY). 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding, and I rise 
to oppose this rule. It is, on its very 
face, absurd. 

The bills this rule would allow to the 
floor include the obscene proposition 

that Congress must allow a massive 
tax break for the wealthiest few multi- 
millionaire families in this country in 
order to get an increase in the $5.15 per 
hour minimum wage paid to the low-
est-income workers in this country. 

The rule also allows to the floor a 
pension bill which has been falsely la-
beled as the conference report between 
the House and the Senate. Twenty mil-
lion Americans in the workforce today 
have pensions. They are counting on a 
pension check to sustain them in old 
age, yet month after month of non-
transparent legislative wheeling and 
dealing and the pension bill now in 
conference committee is stuck. 

It has been an ugly process. The de-
bate has been hot. The games played 
have been silly, and the differences 
have been personal and intense. And 
that is just within the Republican 
Party. Let me read to you from today’s 
edition of CQ a description of last 
night’s conference committee action: 

‘‘Anger Erupts As House GOP Snubs 
Pension Vote: After days of tense nego-
tiation over pension legislation, tem-
pers flared Thursday night when House 
Republicans boycotted a vote on a con-
ference report proposal, provoking the 
scorn of their Senate counterparts and 
leaving the bill in jeopardy. 

‘‘ ‘I wonder why you wouldn’t have 
guts enough to come forward and vote,’ 
said an emotional Senator.’’ 

Have you ever seen such foolishness? 
The fate of workers’ pensions hangs in 
the balance and our House Republicans 
stage a walkout on the conference and 
refuse even to vote. They didn’t vote 
‘‘yes’’; they didn’t vote ‘‘no.’’ Basi-
cally, they thumbed their nose at 
America’s workers and they thumbed 
their noses at the United States Sen-
ate. 

And tonight they bring a new bill on 
pensions, a bill never voted on in the 
House, never voted on in the Senate, 
never seen any legislative committee 
markup, and they have the brazen gall 
to call it the conference report. 

Our workers counting on their pen-
sions deserve so much better than this 
rancorous game of legislative 
brinksmanship. Some may be inclined 
to write this whole evening off as the 
frantic egocentric last throes of a pow-
erful chairman about to lose his power 
in retirement. But that is no justifica-
tion for this nonsense. 

My colleagues, let the games stop 
and stop right now. Reject this rule 
and get that conference committee on 
pensions back to work and let’s pass a 
minimum wage for the lowest paid 
workers without being held to ransom 
in giving massive tax relief to the 
wealthiest multi-millionaire families 
in this country. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time I would like to yield 1 minute to 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. AL 
GREEN). 

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and 
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.) 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, it is written that ye shall know the 
truth and the truth shall set you free. 

The truth is that this bill is not 
about raising the minimum wage; it is 
really about an inheritance tax break 
of around $800 billion for the wealthi-
est. It is not about those who work at 
$5.15 an hour, who work through 
Easter, work through Thanksgiving, 
work through Christmas, and at the 
end of the year make $10,712. It is not 
really about them. It is not about the 
least, the last, and the lost. It is about 
the well-off, the well-heeled, and the 
well-to-do. 

In this country, one out of every 110 
persons is a millionaire. In this coun-
try, we spend $177 million per day on 
the war, yet we haven’t raised the min-
imum wage since 1997. It is not time to 
raise it; it is past time to raise it. And 
it is time to do it without tagging it to 
an inheritance tax break for the 
wealthiest. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
1 minute to the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATSON). 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, what a 
fraud, what a sham. I am embarrassed 
to be part of a House where they spring 
on us a bill that neither the American 
people nor few of my colleagues have 
had a chance to review. 

American workers and their families 
have been waiting 9 long years for an 
increase in the minimum wage. I rep-
resent those people. Maybe you don’t. 
The real inflation-adjusted value of the 
minimum wage is at its lowest point in 
50 years. 

Democrats have been desperately 
trying for years to bring an increase in 
the minimum wage to the floor, but 
the Republican leadership has sought 
to block it at every turn. While work-
ing families have seen their wages fall, 
the U.S. Congress has received nine 
wage raises. 

Mr. Speaker, as a result, this bill will 
not become law and, hence, we will not 
help any of the almost 15 million min-
imum-wage earners in the United 
States. What a fraud. Shame on us. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN). 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my colleague. This rule and the 
underlying bill are the kind of cynical 
ploy that unfortunately make Ameri-
cans lose faith in their government. 

Americans know that Democrats 
have pushed for years to increase the 
minimum wage from $5.15 to $7.25, a 
wage that has not been raised since 
1996. Yet in the last 10 years, the Re-
publican leadership has never allowed 
an up-or-down vote on that simple 
proposition, and tonight they still 
don’t have the guts to do it. 

Here is what they say to the Amer-
ican people: in order for American fam-
ilies who work at the minimum wage 
and earn $10,000 a year to get a small 
wage increase, you have got to give the 
7,500 American families with estates 
over $7 million a big tax break. 

Now, who are the losers tonight? 
Well, the big losers are everybody else. 
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If you earn more than $10,000 a year, 
but you don’t come from one of the 
7,500 families with $7 million estates, 
you’re a loser. And that is most of 
America. Why are you a loser? Because 
you are going to be paying billions of 
dollars on the interest by this addi-
tional borrowing. 

And here is the double standard: 
every year since 1996, this Republican 
leadership has had an up-or-down vote 
on congressional pay raises. They have 
never held their pay raise hostage to 
another piece of legislation. But when 
it comes to increasing the wages for 
working Americans, families earning 
$10,000 a year, oh, they are different 
from us Members of Congress. When it 
comes to giving them a pay raise, we 
are going to hold it hostage. We are 
going to hold it hostage to giving 7,500 
American families with $7 million es-
tates a tax break. 

That is unconscionable, it is shame-
ful, and the American people under-
stand what is going on. The game is up. 
Shame on the Republican leadership. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time I would like to yield 2 minutes to 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
INSLEE). 

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, you have 
to ask why Members of the U.S. Con-
gress would hold working families ran-
som for a very modest increase in the 
minimum wage after so much time has 
passed. Why would Members of Con-
gress do that? How could they possibly 
deny people who work in our nursing 
homes and care for our families, people 
who work cleaning up our schools, peo-
ple who work laboring under the hot 
sun on various sites, how could Mem-
bers of the U.S. Congress hold them 
hostage? To get what their special in-
terests, the wealthiest among us, what 
they want: these million dollar tax 
breaks. 

How could they possibly do that? 
Well, the best explanation I can come 
up with is that those same Members 
who are holding these working families 
hostage tonight have had over $30,000 
pay raises in the last several years 
themselves. Eight times they have re-
ceived pay raises. Eight times their 
families have been well clothed and 
well fed. Eight times they have gone on 
trips on airplanes. Eight times they 
have had their health care needs met 
without worrying how they are going 
to pay for their kids’ appendectomy. 
They are conditioned to be able to 
allow their families, the working fami-
lies of this country, to tell them to go 
fish. 

It is a moral outrage to tell the 
working families of this country to-
night, in the darkness of night, where 
evil is traditionally done in human af-
fairs, that you can tell these families 
that they can just go fish and not get 
a tiny little raise in the minimum 
wage unless these, the well-heeled, the 
special interests, those who have influ-

ence in here get their piece of the ac-
tion. 

Well, let me tell you, there is some-
thing in the Good Book that says by 
their acts ye shall know them. And by 
your votes you shall know them. There 
is a group here in Congress that thinks 
there is only a special group that 
counts in this country, and that our ge-
nius is only the wealthy. 

We are the group who believes that 
working people are just as entitled to 
the respect of this Congress as those 
who are well off. Reject this rule and 
pass the minimum wage as we should. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, how much time remains on 
both sides? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington has 11 min-
utes remaining, and the gentleman 
from Massachusetts has 41⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I con-
tinue to reserve my time, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
1 minute to the gentleman from Oregon 
(Mr. BLUMENAUER). 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. I thank the gen-
tleman for his courtesy. 

I heard my friend from Puget Sound 
in Washington talk about how this was 
a good deal. You have heard speaker 
after speaker after speaker talk about 
how this is a sham, that it is not a di-
rect vote to be able to deal with the 
minimum wage; but it is worse than 
that, because those people in Puget 
Sound who are tipped employees, who 
work for the minimum wage are going 
to see a $2.48 an hour cut under the Re-
publican bill intent. 

In the State of Oregon, where we 
have indexed the minimum wage, our 
people are going to see a $1.75 an hour 
reduction. The Republican bill cuts the 
wages of hundreds of thousands, per-
haps millions, of workers in the States 
of Alaska, California, Minnesota, Mon-
tana, Nevada, Oregon, and Washington 
by preempting the State minimum- 
wage laws where a State has disallowed 
the employer tip tax credit. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, before I yield time to my 
friend from Tennessee, I would remind 
my friend from Oregon that the min-
imum wage in Washington State is, if 
not the highest, is the second highest 
in the country. It is $7.63. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to my 
friend from Tennessee (Mr. WAMP). 

b 2030 
Mr. WAMP. I thank the gentleman 

for yielding. I had no intention of 
speaking, but I do think that some bal-
ance and reason needs to set in here. I 
hate to see people I respect on the 
other side of the aisle say things that 
have really dumbed down this entire 
debate because I will tell you what this 
rule and the underlying legislation ac-
tually represents. It represents a re-
sponsible way for us to address real 
problems in this economy when wages 
haven’t gone up from the bottom in 9 
years, with a strong economy. 

I went to my conference this week, 
and I said to our conference that cor-

porate leaders haven’t been responsible 
enough and the economy is strong. And 
I will tell you one reason it’s strong is 
because our tax policy has been good 
for America and the economy is grow-
ing. Just this week in my home city, 
record construction, strong economy, 
low unemployment. And so this is 
something we want to address. 

The other side says all the time, 
Well, you run this place. You’ve got 
majorities in the House and the Sen-
ate. And I want to remind them that 
we do. And if we didn’t want to do this, 
we wouldn’t do it. But we are doing it 
this way because this is the better way 
to do it. Because the small 
businesspeople and the family farmers 
need certainty in terms of this estate 
tax. We eliminated it, but it comes 
back. It is an onerous tax, it is an un-
fair tax, and when you raise wages, 
which is a fixed cost in business, you 
have to compensate that with smart 
business investments through tax pol-
icy. 

Our tax policy has been good for 
America. Our economic policy is good 
for America. And frankly this wage in-
crease is a savvy way to put it all to-
gether and make this medicine for 
America go down smooth and keep our 
economy strong. Because this will 
force some fixed costs up in small busi-
ness and you can’t just throw it on 
them without some people losing their 
jobs, and this is a fair and responsible 
way to do it. 

I know why you are so mad and why 
you say things you don’t really mean, 
because you have seen us really outfox 
you on this issue tonight. That is what 
we are doing today, is bringing a very 
crafty, smart, good-for-America, good- 
for-the-economy package and still 
allow the minimum wage to go up. 

I hope it passes this body, the other 
body, because it is going to be good for 
America in the aggregate, not indi-
vidual pieces. Right now would be an 
excellent time to actually put this 
package forward together, and I believe 
the country will be much better off. 

I am proud of this majority that we 
figured out the best way to do this and 
do it right now. It is an excellent time. 
I thank our leadership for bringing this 
to the floor tonight. And it is not in 
the middle of the night. As a matter of 
fact, it is broad daylight here in Wash-
ington, and it is going to be that way 
through this entire debate across most 
of America. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Let me say to my 
friend from Tennessee, I mean every 
word I say. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 15 seconds to the 
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 
BLUMENAUER). 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. With all due re-
spect to my good friend from the State 
of Washington, what I said was because 
your bill intends to take away the tip 
credit provisions, you are going to cut 
the minimum wage for thousands and 
thousands and thousands of Wash-
ington employees who are minimum 
wage who, because of the tip credit pro-
vision, you are going to cut it $1.75 an 
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hour immediately upon effect. And 
that is wrong. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, may I 
ask how much time I have left. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 31⁄4 minutes. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
1 minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. SHERMAN). 

Mr. SHERMAN. This is a sham proce-
dure. A 1,000-page bill. No time to read 
it. It is an insulting bill. In order to 
provide a tiny increase in the min-
imum wage, we have to give billions of 
dollars of tax cuts to those who are in-
heriting from families with over a $7 
million estate. 

But there is a special hypocrisy here. 
You see, this minimum-wage bill has a 
poison pill. They know it won’t pass 
the Senate. There is only one pay-in-
crease bill that is supposed to become 
law. That is the one that includes our 
pay raise. Our pay raise went through 
on a clean bill. They knew it would 
pass the Senate. The minimum-wage 
increase goes with a poison pill that is 
dead on arrival in the Senate. We know 
which pay raise they want, and which 
pay raise they don’t want. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
1 minute to our distinguished Demo-
cratic leader, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. PELOSI). 

Ms. PELOSI. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding, and I thank him for his 
leadership on these very important 
issues before us that affect the lives of 
America’s working families, the min-
imum wage, the pension bill, that are 
part of this rule. I also thank him for 
meaning what he says on the floor of 
the House. 

Mr. Speaker, the bill before us this 
evening is an insult to the intelligence 
of the American people. It is also an in-
sult to the over 7 million Americans 
who depend on an increase in the min-
imum wage to live from paycheck to 
paycheck. It is a political stunt. It 
isn’t a sincere effort to give an increase 
in the minimum wage. Republicans 
boast that they have held out for 9 
years to keep the minimum wage at 
$5.15 an hour. That is their proud boast. 
Don’t take it from me. Look at the 
public record. And so for them to come 
to this floor to try to give the illusion 
that they are sincerely trying to raise 
the minimum wage when they know 
that this bill is dead on arrival at the 
United States Senate is, again, an in-
sult to the intelligence of the Amer-
ican people and the hard work of the 
American people as well. 

Just think of what it is to have a bill 
that says to minimum-wage workers, 
we’ll raise your minimum wage, but 
only if we can give an estate tax cut to 
the 7,500 wealthiest families in Amer-
ica. This isn’t about wealth. This is 
about super, superwealth. The only 
way you will get an increase in the 
minimum wage is if they can get a tax 
cut. 

If there has ever been a values debate 
on the floor of the Congress, this cer-
tainly must be it. This should be part 

of the values agenda of Congress, to re-
ward work, to pay a decent wage to 
people so that they can raise their fam-
ilies. 

Democrats have a better idea. In our 
new direction for America, a new direc-
tion for all Americans, not just the 
privileged few, we make raising the 
minimum wage a key part of that. In 
addition to that, we also repeal what 
the Republicans have in place, which is 
an incentive for companies to send jobs 
overseas. 

But back to the minimum wage. A 
working family, two wage-earners 
working full time making $5.15 an hour 
bring home the sum total of $20,000 a 
year. They are below the poverty line. 
I almost hope that no children are lis-
tening to this tonight, because we tell 
children about the work ethic, that it 
is important to work hard, it is impor-
tant in their lives, it is important to 
our country’s competitiveness, it is an 
important strength, that the middle 
class is a part of our democracy in our 
country and that the middle class must 
grow and be expanded instead of having 
a lid on what some people can aspire to 
in our country. 

Our better idea also includes what 
the gentleman from North Dakota (Mr. 
POMEROY) offered a few weeks ago on 
the floor of the House. He wasn’t al-
lowed to put it in motion here, they 
wouldn’t even allow it to be heard, but 
we insisted on some of the debate, any-
way. And that was a cut in the estate 
tax that affected 99.7 percent of all 
Americans who file the estate tax; 99.7 
percent of all filers. This .3 percent, the 
7,500 wealthiest families in America, 
must have done something quite won-
derful for the Republicans that they 
wouldn’t even allow that to be debated 
on the floor and that they hook it on to 
this increase in the minimum wage. 

Again, it is a political ploy. It’s a 
joke. It’s a hoax. It’s a sham. It doesn’t 
even rise to the level of that, so low is 
it in its intention. 

A couple of times in the past couple 
of months, I have quoted from the lat-
est papal encyclical, ‘‘God is Love.’’ It 
was released April 2006 by Pope Bene-
dict. I am just drawn to it all of the 
time because it talks about justice, and 
it talks about justice in a way that af-
fects elected officials. 

In this encyclical, Pope Benedict 
says: ‘‘St. Augustine wrote, ‘A state 
which is not governed according to jus-
tice would be just a bunch of thieves.’’’ 
That is a pope quoting a saint. A saint: 
‘‘A state which is not governed accord-
ing to justice would be just a bunch of 
thieves.’’ 

The Pope goes on to write, and in 
this part of the encyclical he is talking 
about the responsibility of elected offi-
cials and those responsible for gov-
erning, he says, ‘‘How do you define 
justice? What is justice?’’ He warns of 
the danger, this is the Pope, warns of 
the danger of the ethical blindness 
caused by the dazzling effect of power 
and special interests. The dazzling ef-
fect of power and special interests and 
the ethical blindness that that causes. 

Does that sound familiar, my col-
leagues? Can you relate to that in this 
body? Is that not at work here tonight? 
One of our colleagues said, this is 
about truth. I think many of our col-
leagues have. Yes, this is a moment of 
truth. With all of these votes of this 
kind, we define ourselves as a Congress. 
We define ourselves as a country. When 
the American people listen in to this 
debate, we are either relevant to their 
lives or we are not. And I think no 
place, well, the competition for this 
honor is so keen that it is hard to tell 
which is the worst piece of legislation 
the Republicans have brought to the 
floor, but this certainly ranks right up 
there, to prove how out of touch the 
Republicans are with the American 
people, how out of touch they are with 
people, the middle class, who are 
sweating it out this summer in more 
ways than one. 

Sweating out the price of gasoline at 
the pump, a bill born of corruption in 
this body. 

Seniors sweating it out in terms of 
paying for prescription drugs at the 
pharmacy where middle-income seniors 
are paying more for their prescription 
drugs. 

Sweating it out in terms of the col-
lege tuition that they are going to 
have to paste together to send their 
children to college while the Repub-
licans pass legislation that gives tax 
breaks to the 7,500 wealthiest families 
in America and freezes Pell Grants and 
also cuts billions of dollars out of the 
student loan program. Paycheck to 
paycheck, trying to make ends meet, 
to make the future better for their 
children. But this Congress proves over 
and over again it has no relationship to 
that challenge. None. 

And so I hope my colleagues in this 
moment of truth will remember the 
words of His Holiness when he quoted a 
saint, St. Augustine, who many years 
ago said: ‘‘Unless government promotes 
justice, you’re just a bunch of thieves.’’ 
I can’t think of a more appropriate 
analogy than that for what is hap-
pening here today. We are robbing the 
future of America’s families who are 
struggling for a better future for their 
children in order to give a tax cut of 
$800 billion. Not only is this a burden 
to these low-income families; they are 
saying to them, your children and fu-
ture generations and everyone alive 
and paying taxes today will be paying 
for $800 billion added to our national 
debt. 

Values? Foisting that onto our chil-
dren and onto the American taxpayer. 
Values? Putting a sham bill together 
to give political cover for the cowards 
who won’t stand up and bring a clean 
bill to this floor to see where the 
choice would be? I have no doubt that 
there are some right-thinking Repub-
licans who would support a clean in-
crease in the minimum wage. But we 
will soon find out when the motion to 
recommit is brought to the floor later 
this evening which will have a clean in-
crease in the minimum wage and will 
also have the extenders. 
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b 2045 

Interesting about the extenders. The 
Republicans are using them as an ex-
cuse to get votes for their political 
ploy they have here tonight. They have 
been expired for 6 months. They have 
needed to be extended for 6 months. 
But the Republicans always want to 
wheel them out so they can attract 
votes to, as Mr. RANGEL called, their 
stinkeroo of a bill. 

But, my colleagues, this is deadly se-
rious. We are here to get the job done 
for the American people. We are not 
here to give money, a transfer of 
wealth, a transfer of wealth, to the 
wealthiest people in America. And who 
pays the price? The middle class. Well, 
if we are going to survive as a democ-
racy, a healthy democracy which is a 
model to the world, it is about time we 
understood that central to that democ-
racy is a thriving, expanding middle 
class whose job we are here to do. Let 
us have tax cuts for them, not for the 
wealthiest people in the country and 
send the tax bill to the middle class. 

Let us remember the words of His 
Holiness, ‘‘promote justice.’’ Oppose 
this rule. Oppose this bill. And let us 
get serious about helping the American 
people. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, people in this country 
are tired of politics as usual, and what 
is before us today is politics as usual. 
It is cynical and it is wrong. This is a 
press release. This is a political stunt. 
My friends on the other side of the 
aisle know that there will be no min-
imum wage increase when you tie it to 
tax cuts for Paris Hilton. It is just not 
going to happen. The Senate has al-
ready said that this is going nowhere. 
You know that. 

To my Republican friends who have 
taken to the floor today to say that 
they support the minimum wage, to 
the 20 Republicans who signed a letter 
to their leader asking that we bring 
the minimum wage to the floor, let me 
say that it is not enough to go through 
the motions. If you really believe that 
we should have an increase in the min-
imum wage, which has been stuck at 
$5.15 for 9 years, then you need to de-
mand action. And what we are doing 
today is not demanding action. 

Mr. Speaker, during those 9 years 
since we last raised the minimum 
wage, this Congress has given itself 
eight pay raises. There is something 
fundamentally wrong when we can give 
ourselves pay raise after pay raise, but 
we cannot raise the minimum wage for 
those who are making $5.15 an hour. 
These families work hard. They are 
working every day. They are living in 
poverty. 

Mr. Speaker, do the right thing. Let 
us have a clean up-or-down vote on the 
minimum wage. Vote against this rule. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. Speaker, this rule provides for 
consideration of two very important 

bills. One bill is a pension reform bill 
that has been worked on for over 5 
years on a bipartisan, bicameral basis. 
It is a very important piece of legisla-
tion and it needs to pass. The other bill 
is a bill that has two very important 
provisions: tax provisions dealing with 
the death tax and raising the minimum 
wage. 

And I have to say, Mr. Speaker, I am 
curious by hearing the debate. I kept 
hearing on the other side of the aisle 
their talking about ‘‘just give us an up- 
or-down vote.’’ Well, I think we are 
sent here by our constituents to do 
more than vote. We are here to enact 
legislation. And the expectation, the 
expectation is that the second dealing 
with the tax provisions and the min-
imum wage will pass not only this 
body, but will pass the other body and 
become law. 

I think that is much, much better 
service to our constituents rather than 
just saying give us a vote up or down 
and knowing that it may not pass both 
bodies. This will pass both bodies. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time, and I move the previous 
question on the resolution. 

The previous question was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the resolution. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, on that, I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR AN ADJOURN-
MENT OR RECESS OF THE TWO 
HOUSES 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I offer a privileged concurrent 
resolution (H. Con. Res. 459) and ask for 
its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 459 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 

Senate concurring), That, in consonance with 
section 132(a) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946, when the House adjourns on 
the legislative day of Friday, July 28, 2006, or 
Saturday, July 29, 2006, on a motion offered 
pursuant to this concurrent resolution by its 
Majority Leader or his designee, it stand ad-
journed until 2 p.m. on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 6, 2006, or until the time of any re-
assembly pursuant to section 2 of this con-
current resolution, whichever occurs first; 
and that when the Senate recesses or ad-
journs on any day from Thursday, August 3, 
2006, through Monday, August 7, 2006, on a 
motion offered pursuant to this concurrent 
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand recessed or adjourned until 
noon on Tuesday, September 5, 2006, or such 
other time on that day as may be specified 
by its Majority Leader or his designee in the 
motion to recess or adjourn, or until the 
time of any reassembly pursuant to section 2 
of this concurrent resolution, whichever oc-
curs first. 

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the 
Majority Leader of the Senate, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the 
House and the Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, shall notify the Members of the House 
and the Senate, respectively, to reassemble 
at such place and time as they may des-
ignate if, in their opinion, the public interest 
shall warrant it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the concurrent resolu-
tion. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on questions previously 
postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: adoption of H. Res. 966, by the 
yeas and nays; adoption of H. Con. Res. 
459, by the yeas and nays. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The next 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 5970, ESTATE TAX AND 
EXTENSION OF TAX RELIEF ACT 
OF 2006 AND H.R. 4, PENSION 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2006 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
pending business is the vote on adop-
tion of House Resolution 966, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the resolution. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 217, nays 
194, not voting 22, as follows: 

[Roll No. 419] 

YEAS—217 

Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachus 
Baker 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bass 
Beauprez 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonilla 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Bradley (NH) 
Brady (TX) 

Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Chocola 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, Tom 
Dent 

Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Everett 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick (PA) 
Flake 
Foley 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
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Gerlach 
Gibbons 
Gilchrest 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Green (WI) 
Gutknecht 
Hall 
Harris 
Hart 
Hastert 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Hayworth 
Hefley 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hostettler 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Hyde 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Jenkins 
Jindal 
Johnson (CT) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Keller 
Kelly 
Kennedy (MN) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline 
Knollenberg 
Kolbe 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Leach 
Lewis (CA) 

Lewis (KY) 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
McCaul (TX) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McKeon 
McMorris 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Moran (KS) 
Murphy 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Ney 
Norwood 
Nunes 
Nussle 
Osborne 
Otter 
Pearce 
Pence 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pombo 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 

Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Ryun (KS) 
Saxton 
Schmidt 
Schwarz (MI) 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shaw 
Shays 
Sherwood 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simmons 
Simpson 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Sodrel 
Souder 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Sweeney 
Tancredo 
Taylor (NC) 
Terry 
Thomas 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Turner 
Upton 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Weldon (PA) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NAYS—194 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Allen 
Andrews 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boyd 
Brady (PA) 
Brown (OH) 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardin 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carson 
Case 
Chandler 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (FL) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (TN) 

DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle 
Edwards 
Emanuel 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Ford 
Frank (MA) 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Herseth 
Higgins 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (OH) 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy (RI) 
Kildee 

Kilpatrick (MI) 
Kind 
Kucinich 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lipinski 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Maloney 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCollum (MN) 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Millender- 

McDonald 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Owens 
Pallone 
Pascrell 

Pastor 
Paul 
Pelosi 
Peterson (MN) 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reyes 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sabo 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 

Sanders 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz (PA) 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sherman 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Spratt 
Strickland 
Stupak 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor (MS) 

Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Weiner 
Wexler 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 

NOT VOTING—22 

Baca 
Bilirakis 
Boehlert 
Buyer 
Coble 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Deal (GA) 
Evans 

Gohmert 
Istook 
Jones (NC) 
Lewis (GA) 
Linder 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
McKinney 

Meehan 
Northup 
Oxley 
Payne 
Salazar 
Stark 
Waxman 

b 2116 

Mr. POMEROY changed his vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. HEFLEY changed his vote from 
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR AN ADJOURN-
MENT OR RECESS OF THE TWO 
HOUSES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
pending business is the vote on adop-
tion of House Concurrent Resolution 
459, on which the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the concurrent resolu-
tion. 

This will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 219, nays 
189, not voting 25, as follows: 

[Roll No. 420] 

YEAS—219 

Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachus 
Baker 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bass 
Beauprez 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonilla 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Bradley (NH) 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 

Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Chocola 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, Tom 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Everett 
Ferguson 

Fitzpatrick (PA) 
Flake 
Foley 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gibbons 
Gilchrest 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Green (WI) 
Gutknecht 
Hall 
Harris 
Hart 
Hastert 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 

Hayworth 
Hefley 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hostettler 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Hyde 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Jenkins 
Jindal 
Johnson (CT) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Keller 
Kelly 
Kennedy (MN) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline 
Knollenberg 
Kolbe 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Leach 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
McCaul (TX) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McHenry 
McHugh 

McKeon 
McMorris 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Moran (KS) 
Murphy 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Ney 
Norwood 
Nunes 
Nussle 
Osborne 
Otter 
Paul 
Pearce 
Pence 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pombo 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 

Ryun (KS) 
Saxton 
Schmidt 
Schwarz (MI) 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shaw 
Shays 
Sherwood 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simmons 
Simpson 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Sodrel 
Souder 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Sweeney 
Tancredo 
Taylor (NC) 
Terry 
Thomas 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Upton 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Weldon (PA) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NAYS—189 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Allen 
Andrews 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boyd 
Brady (PA) 
Brown (OH) 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardin 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carson 
Case 
Chandler 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (FL) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (TN) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dicks 

Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle 
Edwards 
Emanuel 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Ford 
Frank (MA) 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Herseth 
Higgins 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (OH) 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy (RI) 
Kildee 
Kind 
Kucinich 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lipinski 

Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Maloney 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCollum (MN) 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Millender- 

McDonald 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Owens 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Pelosi 
Peterson (MN) 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reyes 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sabo 
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Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sanders 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz (PA) 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sherman 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 

Snyder 
Solis 
Spratt 
Strickland 
Stupak 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor (MS) 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 

Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Weiner 
Wexler 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 

NOT VOTING—25 

Baca 
Bilirakis 
Boehlert 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Clay 
Coble 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Deal (GA) 

Evans 
Feeney 
Gohmert 
Istook 
Jones (NC) 
Kilpatrick (MI) 
Lewis (GA) 
Linder 
McKinney 

Meehan 
Northup 
Oxley 
Payne 
Salazar 
Stark 
Waxman 

b 2128 

So the concurrent resolution was 
agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PENSION PROTECTION ACT OF 2006 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to House Resolution 966, I call up the 
bill (H.R. 4) to provide economic secu-
rity for all Americans, and for other 
purposes, and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE AND TABLE OF CON-

TENTS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 

the ‘‘Pension Protection Act of 2006’’. 
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-

tents for this Act (other than so much of 
title XIV as follows section 1401) is as fol-
lows: 

Sec. 1. Short title and table of contents. 

TITLE I—REFORM OF FUNDING RULES 
FOR SINGLE-EMPLOYER DEFINED BEN-
EFIT PENSION PLANS 

Subtitle A—Amendments to Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 

Sec. 101. Minimum funding standards. 
Sec. 102. Funding rules for single-employer 

defined benefit pension plans. 
Sec. 103. Benefit limitations under single- 

employer plans. 
Sec. 104. Special rules for multiple employer 

plans of certain cooperatives. 
Sec. 105. Temporary relief for certain PBGC 

settlement plans. 
Sec. 106. Special rules for plans of certain 

government contractors. 
Sec. 107. Technical and conforming amend-

ments. 

Subtitle B—Amendments to Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 

Sec. 111. Minimum funding standards. 
Sec. 112. Funding rules for single-employer 

defined benefit pension plans. 
Sec. 113. Benefit limitations under single- 

employer plans. 
Sec. 114. Technical and conforming amend-

ments. 
Sec. 115. Modification of transition rule to 

pension funding requirements. 

Sec. 116. Restrictions on funding of non-
qualified deferred compensation 
plans by employers maintain-
ing underfunded or terminated 
single-employer plans. 

TITLE II—FUNDING RULES FOR MULTI-
EMPLOYER DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS 
AND RELATED PROVISIONS 

Subtitle A—Amendments to Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 

Sec. 201. Funding rules for multiemployer 
defined benefit plans. 

Sec. 202. Additional funding rules for multi-
employer plans in endangered 
or critical status. 

Sec. 203. Measures to forestall insolvency of 
multiemployer plans. 

Sec. 204. Withdrawal liability reforms. 
Sec. 205. Prohibition on retaliation against 

employers exercising their 
rights to petition the Federal 
government. 

Sec. 206. Special rule for certain benefits 
funded under an agreement ap-
proved by the Pension Benefit 
Guaranty Corporation. 

Subtitle B—Amendments to Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 

Sec. 211. Funding rules for multiemployer 
defined benefit plans. 

Sec. 212. Additional funding rules for multi-
employer plans in endangered 
or critical status. 

Sec. 213. Measures to forestall insolvency of 
multiemployer plans. 

Sec. 214. Exemption from excise taxes for 
certain multiemployer pension 
plans. 

Subtitle C—Sunset of Additional Funding 
Rules 

Sec. 221. Sunset of additional funding rules. 
TITLE III—INTEREST RATE 

ASSUMPTIONS 
Sec. 301. Extension of replacement of 30-year 

Treasury rates. 
Sec. 302. Interest rate assumption for deter-

mination of lump sum distribu-
tions. 

Sec. 303. Interest rate assumption for apply-
ing benefit limitations to lump 
sum distributions. 

TITLE IV—PBGC GUARANTEE AND 
RELATED PROVISIONS 

Sec. 401. PBGC premiums. 
Sec. 402. Special funding rules for certain 

plans maintained by commer-
cial airlines. 

Sec. 403. Limitation on PBGC guarantee of 
shutdown and other benefits. 

Sec. 404. Rules relating to bankruptcy of 
employer. 

Sec. 405. PBGC premiums for small plans. 
Sec. 406. Authorization for PBGC to pay in-

terest on premium overpay-
ment refunds. 

Sec. 407. Rules for substantial owner bene-
fits in terminated plans. 

Sec. 408. Acceleration of PBGC computation 
of benefits attributable to re-
coveries from employers. 

Sec. 409. Treatment of certain plans where 
cessation or change in member-
ship of a controlled group. 

Sec. 410. Missing participants. 
Sec. 411. Director of the Pension Benefit 

Guaranty Corporation. 
Sec. 412. Inclusion of information in the 

PBGC annual report. 
TITLE V—DISCLOSURE 

Sec. 501. Defined benefit plan funding no-
tice. 

Sec. 502. Access to multiemployer pension 
plan information. 

Sec. 503. Additional annual reporting re-
quirements. 

Sec. 504. Electronic display of annual report 
information. 

Sec. 505. Section 4010 filings with the PBGC. 
Sec. 506. Disclosure of termination informa-

tion to plan participants. 
Sec. 507. Notice of freedom to divest em-

ployer securities. 
Sec. 508. Periodic pension benefit state-

ments. 
Sec. 509. Notice to participants or bene-

ficiaries of blackout periods. 
TITLE VI—INVESTMENT ADVICE, PRO-

HIBITED TRANSACTIONS, AND FIDU-
CIARY RULES 

Subtitle A—Investment Advice 
Sec. 601. Prohibited transaction exemption 

for provision of investment ad-
vice. 

Subtitle B—Prohibited Transactions 
Sec. 611. Prohibited transaction rules relat-

ing to financial investments. 
Sec. 612. Correction period for certain trans-

actions involving securities and 
commodities. 

Subtitle C—Fiduciary and Other Rules 
Sec. 621. Inapplicability of relief from fidu-

ciary liability during suspen-
sion of ability of participant or 
beneficiary to direct invest-
ments. 

Sec. 622. Increase in maximum bond 
amount. 

Sec. 623. Increase in penalties for coercive 
interference with exercise of 
ERISA rights. 

Sec. 624. Treatment of investment of assets 
by plan where participant fails 
to exercise investment election. 

Sec. 625. Clarification of fiduciary rules. 
TITLE VII—BENEFIT ACCRUAL 

STANDARDS 
Sec. 701. Benefit accrual standards. 
Sec. 702. Regulations relating to mergers 

and acquisitions. 
TITLE VIII—PENSION RELATED 

REVENUE PROVISIONS 
Subtitle A—Deduction Limitations 

Sec. 801. Increase in deduction limit for sin-
gle-employer plans. 

Sec. 802. Deduction limits for multiem-
ployer plans. 

Sec. 803. Updating deduction rules for com-
bination of plans. 

Subtitle B—Certain Pension Provisions 
Made Permanent 

Sec. 811. Pensions and individual retirement 
arrangement provisions of Eco-
nomic Growth and Tax Relief 
Reconciliation Act of 2001 made 
permanent. 

Sec. 812. Saver’s credit. 
Subtitle C—Improvements in Portability, 

Distribution, and Contribution Rules 
Sec. 821. Clarifications regarding purchase 

of permissive service credit. 
Sec. 822. Allow rollover of after-tax amounts 

in annuity contracts. 
Sec. 823. Clarification of minimum distribu-

tion rules for governmental 
plans. 

Sec. 824. Allow direct rollovers from retire-
ment plans to Roth IRAs. 

Sec. 825. Eligibility for participation in re-
tirement plans. 

Sec. 826. Modifications of rules governing 
hardships and unforseen finan-
cial emergencies. 

Sec. 827. Penalty-free withdrawals from re-
tirement plans for individuals 
called to active duty for at 
least 179 days. 

Sec. 828. Waiver of 10 percent early with-
drawal penalty tax on certain 
distributions of pension plans 
for public safety employees. 
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Sec. 829. Allow rollovers by nonspouse bene-

ficiaries of certain retirement 
plan distributions. 

Sec. 830. Direct payment of tax refunds to 
individual retirement plans. 

Sec. 831. Allowance of additional IRA pay-
ments in certain bankruptcy 
cases. 

Sec. 832. Determination of average com-
pensation for section 415 limits. 

Sec. 833. Inflation indexing of gross income 
limitations on certain retire-
ment savings incentives. 

Subtitle D—Health and Medical Benefits 
Sec. 841. Use of excess pension assets for fu-

ture retiree health benefits and 
collectively bargained retiree 
health benefits. 

Sec. 842. Transfer of excess pension assets to 
multiemployer health plan. 

Sec. 843. Allowance of reserve for medical 
benefits of plans sponsored by 
bona fide associations. 

Sec. 844. Treatment of annuity and life in-
surance contracts with a long- 
term care insurance feature. 

Sec. 845. Distributions from governmental 
retirement plans for health and 
Long-Term care insurance for 
public safety officers. 

Subtitle E—United States Tax Court 
Modernization 

Sec. 851. Cost-of-living adjustments for Tax 
Court judicial survivor annu-
ities. 

Sec. 852. Cost of life insurance coverage for 
Tax Court judges age 65 or over. 

Sec. 853. Participation of Tax Court judges 
in the Thrift Savings Plan. 

Sec. 854. Annuities to surviving spouses and 
dependent children of special 
trial judges of the Tax Court. 

Sec. 855. Jurisdiction of Tax Court over col-
lection due process cases. 

Sec. 856. Provisions for recall. 
Sec. 857. Authority for special trial judges 

to hear and decide certain em-
ployment status cases. 

Sec. 858. Confirmation of authority of Tax 
Court to apply doctrine of equi-
table recoupment. 

Sec. 859. Tax Court filing fee in all cases 
commenced by filing petition. 

Sec. 860. Expanded use of Tax Court practice 
fee for pro se taxpayers. 

Subtitle F—Other Provisions 
Sec. 861. Extension to all governmental 

plans of current moratorium on 
application of certain non-
discrimination rules applicable 
to State and local plans. 

Sec. 862. Elimination of aggregate limit for 
usage of excess funds from 
black lung disability trusts. 

Sec. 863. Treatment of death benefits from 
corporate-owned life insurance. 

Sec. 864. Treatment of test room supervisors 
and proctors who assist in the 
administration of college en-
trance and placement exams. 

Sec. 865. Grandfather rule for church plans 
which self-annuitize. 

Sec. 866. Exemption for income from lever-
aged real estate held by church 
plans. 

Sec. 867. Church plan rule. 
Sec. 868. Gratuitous transfer for benefits of 

employees. 
TITLE IX—INCREASE IN PENSION PLAN 

DIVERSIFICATION AND PARTICIPATION 
AND OTHER PENSION PROVISIONS 

Sec. 901. Defined contribution plans required 
to provide employees with free-
dom to invest their plan assets. 

Sec. 902. Increasing participation through 
automatic contribution ar-
rangements. 

Sec. 903. Treatment of eligible combined de-
fined benefit plans and qualified 
cash or deferred arrangements. 

Sec. 904. Faster vesting of employer non-
elective contributions. 

Sec. 905. Distributions during working re-
tirement. 

Sec. 906. Treatment of certain pension plans 
of Indian tribal governments. 

TITLE X—PROVISIONS RELATING TO 
SPOUSAL PENSION PROTECTION 

Sec. 1001. Regulations on time and order of 
issuance of domestic relations 
orders. 

Sec. 1002. Entitlement of divorced spouses to 
railroad retirement annuities 
independent of actual entitle-
ment of employee. 

Sec. 1003. Extension of tier II railroad retire-
ment benefits to surviving 
former spouses pursuant to di-
vorce agreements. 

Sec. 1004. Requirement for additional sur-
vivor annuity option. 

TITLE XI—ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROVISIONS 

Sec. 1101. Employee plans compliance reso-
lution system. 

Sec. 1102. Notice and consent period regard-
ing distributions. 

Sec. 1103. Reporting simplification. 
Sec. 1104. Voluntary early retirement incen-

tive and employment retention 
plans maintained by local edu-
cational agencies and other en-
tities. 

Sec. 1105. No reduction in unemployment 
compensation as a result of 
pension rollovers. 

Sec. 1106. Revocation of election relating to 
treatment as multiemployer 
plan. 

Sec. 1107. Provisions relating to plan amend-
ments. 

TITLE XII—PROVISIONS RELATING TO 
EXEMPT ORGANIZATIONS 

Subtitle A—Charitable Giving Incentives 
Sec. 1201. Tax-free distributions from indi-

vidual retirement plans for 
charitable purposes. 

Sec. 1202. Extension of modification of char-
itable deduction for contribu-
tions of food inventory. 

Sec. 1203. Basis adjustment to stock of S 
corporation contributing prop-
erty. 

Sec. 1204. Extension of modification of char-
itable deduction for contribu-
tions of book inventory. 

Sec. 1205. Modification of tax treatment of 
certain payments to controlling 
exempt organizations. 

Sec. 1206. Encouragement of contributions 
of capital gain real property 
made for conservation pur-
poses. 

Sec. 1207. Excise taxes exemption for blood 
collector organizations. 

Subtitle B—Reforming Exempt 
Organizations 

PART 1—GENERAL REFORMS 
Sec. 1211. Reporting on certain acquisitions 

of interests in insurance con-
tracts in which certain exempt 
organizations hold an interest. 

Sec. 1212. Increase in penalty excise taxes 
relating to public charities, so-
cial welfare organizations, and 
private foundations. 

Sec. 1213. Reform of charitable contribu-
tions of certain easements in 
registered historic districts and 
reduced deduction for portion 
of qualified conservation con-
tribution attributable to reha-
bilitation credit. 

Sec. 1214. Charitable contributions of taxi-
dermy property. 

Sec. 1215. Recapture of tax benefit for chari-
table contributions of exempt 
use property not used for an ex-
empt use. 

Sec. 1216. Limitation of deduction for chari-
table contributions of clothing 
and household items. 

Sec. 1217. Modification of recordkeeping re-
quirements for certain chari-
table contributions. 

Sec. 1218. Contributions of fractional inter-
ests in tangible personal prop-
erty. 

Sec. 1219. Provisions relating to substantial 
and gross overstatements of 
valuations. 

Sec. 1220. Additional standards for credit 
counseling organizations. 

Sec. 1221. Expansion of the base of tax on 
private foundation net invest-
ment income. 

Sec. 1222. Definition of convention or asso-
ciation of churches. 

Sec. 1223. Notification requirement for enti-
ties not currently required to 
file. 

Sec. 1224. Disclosure to State officials relat-
ing to exempt organizations. 

Sec. 1225. Public disclosure of information 
relating to unrelated business 
income tax returns. 

Sec. 1226. Study on donor advised funds and 
supporting organizations. 

PART 2—IMPROVED ACCOUNTABILITY OF DONOR 
ADVISED FUNDS 

Sec. 1231. Excise taxes relating to donor ad-
vised funds. 

Sec. 1232. Excess benefit transactions in-
volving donor advised funds and 
sponsoring organizations. 

Sec. 1233. Excess business holdings of donor 
advised funds. 

Sec. 1234. Treatment of charitable contribu-
tion deductions to donor ad-
vised funds. 

Sec. 1235. Returns of, and applications for 
recognition by, sponsoring or-
ganizations. 

PART 3—IMPROVED ACCOUNTABILITY OF 
SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Sec. 1241. Requirements for supporting orga-
nizations. 

Sec. 1242. Excess benefit transactions in-
volving supporting organiza-
tions. 

Sec. 1243. Excess business holdings of sup-
porting organizations. 

Sec. 1244. Treatment of amounts paid to sup-
porting organizations by pri-
vate foundations. 

Sec. 1245. Returns of supporting organiza-
tions. 

TITLE XIII—OTHER PROVISIONS 
Sec. 1301. Technical corrections relating to 

mine safety. 
Sec. 1302. Going-to-the-sun road. 
Sec. 1303. Exception to the local furnishing 

requirement of the tax-exempt 
bond rules. 

Sec. 1304. Qualified tuition programs. 
TITLE XIV—TARIFF PROVISIONS 

Sec. 1401. Short title; table of contents. 
TITLE I—REFORM OF FUNDING RULES 

FOR SINGLE-EMPLOYER DEFINED BEN-
EFIT PENSION PLANS 

Subtitle A—Amendments to Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 

SEC. 101. MINIMUM FUNDING STANDARDS. 
(a) REPEAL OF EXISTING FUNDING RULES.— 

Sections 302 through 308 of the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1082 through 1086) are repealed. 

(b) NEW MINIMUM FUNDING STANDARDS.— 
Part 3 of subtitle B of title I of such Act (as 
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amended by subsection (a)) is amended by in-
serting after section 301 the following new 
section: 
‘‘SEC. 302. MINIMUM FUNDING STANDARDS. 

‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT TO MEET MINIMUM FUND-
ING STANDARD.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A plan to which this part 
applies shall satisfy the minimum funding 
standard applicable to the plan for any plan 
year. 

‘‘(2) MINIMUM FUNDING STANDARD.—For pur-
poses of paragraph (1), a plan shall be treated 
as satisfying the minimum funding standard 
for a plan year if— 

‘‘(A) in the case of a defined benefit plan 
which is a single-employer plan, the em-
ployer makes contributions to or under the 
plan for the plan year which, in the aggre-
gate, are not less than the minimum re-
quired contribution determined under sec-
tion 303 for the plan for the plan year, 

‘‘(B) in the case of a money purchase plan 
which is a single-employer plan, the em-
ployer makes contributions to or under the 
plan for the plan year which are required 
under the terms of the plan, and 

‘‘(C) in the case of a multiemployer plan, 
the employers make contributions to or 
under the plan for any plan year which, in 
the aggregate, are sufficient to ensure that 
the plan does not have an accumulated fund-
ing deficiency under section 304 as of the end 
of the plan year. 

‘‘(b) LIABILITY FOR CONTRIBUTIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amount of any contribu-
tion required by this section (including any 
required installments under paragraphs (3) 
and (4) of section 303(j)) shall be paid by the 
employer responsible for making contribu-
tions to or under the plan. 

‘‘(2) JOINT AND SEVERAL LIABILITY WHERE 
EMPLOYER MEMBER OF CONTROLLED GROUP.—If 
the employer referred to in paragraph (1) is 
a member of a controlled group, each mem-
ber of such group shall be jointly and sever-
ally liable for payment of such contribu-
tions. 

‘‘(c) VARIANCE FROM MINIMUM FUNDING 
STANDARDS.— 

‘‘(1) WAIVER IN CASE OF BUSINESS HARD-
SHIP.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If— 
‘‘(i) an employer is (or in the case of a mul-

tiemployer plan, 10 percent or more of the 
number of employers contributing to or 
under the plan is) unable to satisfy the min-
imum funding standard for a plan year with-
out temporary substantial business hardship 
(substantial business hardship in the case of 
a multiemployer plan), and 

‘‘(ii) application of the standard would be 
adverse to the interests of plan participants 
in the aggregate, 
the Secretary of the Treasury may, subject 
to subparagraph (C), waive the requirements 
of subsection (a) for such year with respect 
to all or any portion of the minimum fund-
ing standard. The Secretary of the Treasury 
shall not waive the minimum funding stand-
ard with respect to a plan for more than 3 of 
any 15 (5 of any 15 in the case of a multiem-
ployer plan) consecutive plan years. 

‘‘(B) EFFECTS OF WAIVER.—If a waiver is 
granted under subparagraph (A) for any plan 
year— 

‘‘(i) in the case of a single-employer plan, 
the minimum required contribution under 
section 303 for the plan year shall be reduced 
by the amount of the waived funding defi-
ciency and such amount shall be amortized 
as required under section 303(e), and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a multiemployer plan, 
the funding standard account shall be cred-
ited under section 304(b)(3)(C) with the 
amount of the waived funding deficiency and 
such amount shall be amortized as required 
under section 304(b)(2)(C). 

‘‘(C) WAIVER OF AMORTIZED PORTION NOT AL-
LOWED.—The Secretary of the Treasury may 
not waive under subparagraph (A) any por-
tion of the minimum funding standard under 
subsection (a) for a plan year which is attrib-
utable to any waived funding deficiency for 
any preceding plan year. 

‘‘(2) DETERMINATION OF BUSINESS HARD-
SHIP.—For purposes of this subsection, the 
factors taken into account in determining 
temporary substantial business hardship 
(substantial business hardship in the case of 
a multiemployer plan) shall include (but 
shall not be limited to) whether or not— 

‘‘(A) the employer is operating at an eco-
nomic loss, 

‘‘(B) there is substantial unemployment or 
underemployment in the trade or business 
and in the industry concerned, 

‘‘(C) the sales and profits of the industry 
concerned are depressed or declining, and 

‘‘(D) it is reasonable to expect that the 
plan will be continued only if the waiver is 
granted. 

‘‘(3) WAIVED FUNDING DEFICIENCY.—For pur-
poses of this part, the term ‘waived funding 
deficiency’ means the portion of the min-
imum funding standard under subsection (a) 
(determined without regard to the waiver) 
for a plan year waived by the Secretary of 
the Treasury and not satisfied by employer 
contributions. 

‘‘(4) SECURITY FOR WAIVERS FOR SINGLE-EM-
PLOYER PLANS, CONSULTATIONS.— 

‘‘(A) SECURITY MAY BE REQUIRED.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (C), the Secretary of the Treas-
ury may require an employer maintaining a 
defined benefit plan which is a single-em-
ployer plan (within the meaning of section 
4001(a)(15)) to provide security to such plan 
as a condition for granting or modifying a 
waiver under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(ii) SPECIAL RULES.—Any security pro-
vided under clause (i) may be perfected and 
enforced only by the Pension Benefit Guar-
anty Corporation, or at the direction of the 
Corporation, by a contributing sponsor 
(within the meaning of section 4001(a)(13)), or 
a member of such sponsor’s controlled group 
(within the meaning of section 4001(a)(14)). 

‘‘(B) CONSULTATION WITH THE PENSION BEN-
EFIT GUARANTY CORPORATION.—Except as pro-
vided in subparagraph (C), the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall, before granting or modi-
fying a waiver under this subsection with re-
spect to a plan described in subparagraph 
(A)(i)— 

‘‘(i) provide the Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation with— 

‘‘(I) notice of the completed application for 
any waiver or modification, and 

‘‘(II) an opportunity to comment on such 
application within 30 days after receipt of 
such notice, and 

‘‘(ii) consider— 
‘‘(I) any comments of the Corporation 

under clause (i)(II), and 
‘‘(II) any views of any employee organiza-

tion (within the meaning of section 3(4)) rep-
resenting participants in the plan which are 
submitted in writing to the Secretary of the 
Treasury in connection with such applica-
tion. 

Information provided to the Corporation 
under this subparagraph shall be considered 
tax return information and subject to the 
safeguarding and reporting requirements of 
section 6103(p) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986. 

‘‘(C) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN WAIVERS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The preceding provisions 

of this paragraph shall not apply to any plan 
with respect to which the sum of— 

‘‘(I) the aggregate unpaid minimum re-
quired contributions for the plan year and 
all preceding plan years, and 

‘‘(II) the present value of all waiver amor-
tization installments determined for the 
plan year and succeeding plan years under 
section 303(e)(2), 

is less than $1,000,000. 
‘‘(ii) TREATMENT OF WAIVERS FOR WHICH AP-

PLICATIONS ARE PENDING.—The amount de-
scribed in clause (i)(I) shall include any in-
crease in such amount which would result if 
all applications for waivers of the minimum 
funding standard under this subsection 
which are pending with respect to such plan 
were denied. 

‘‘(iii) UNPAID MINIMUM REQUIRED CONTRIBU-
TION.—For purposes of this subparagraph— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘unpaid min-
imum required contribution’ means, with re-
spect to any plan year, any minimum re-
quired contribution under section 303 for the 
plan year which is not paid on or before the 
due date (as determined under section 
303(j)(1)) for the plan year. 

‘‘(II) ORDERING RULE.—For purposes of sub-
clause (I), any payment to or under a plan 
for any plan year shall be allocated first to 
unpaid minimum required contributions for 
all preceding plan years on a first-in, first- 
out basis and then to the minimum required 
contribution under section 303 for the plan 
year. 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULES FOR SINGLE-EMPLOYER 
PLANS.— 

‘‘(A) APPLICATION MUST BE SUBMITTED BE-
FORE DATE 21⁄2 MONTHS AFTER CLOSE OF 
YEAR.—In the case of a single-employer plan, 
no waiver may be granted under this sub-
section with respect to any plan for any plan 
year unless an application therefor is sub-
mitted to the Secretary of the Treasury not 
later than the 15th day of the 3rd month be-
ginning after the close of such plan year. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULE IF EMPLOYER IS MEMBER 
OF CONTROLLED GROUP.—In the case of a sin-
gle-employer plan, if an employer is a mem-
ber of a controlled group, the temporary sub-
stantial business hardship requirements of 
paragraph (1) shall be treated as met only if 
such requirements are met— 

‘‘(i) with respect to such employer, and 
‘‘(ii) with respect to the controlled group 

of which such employer is a member (deter-
mined by treating all members of such group 
as a single employer). 

The Secretary of the Treasury may provide 
that an analysis of a trade or business or in-
dustry of a member need not be conducted if 
such Secretary determines such analysis is 
not necessary because the taking into ac-
count of such member would not signifi-
cantly affect the determination under this 
paragraph. 

‘‘(6) ADVANCE NOTICE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 

Treasury shall, before granting a waiver 
under this subsection, require each applicant 
to provide evidence satisfactory to such Sec-
retary that the applicant has provided notice 
of the filing of the application for such waiv-
er to each affected party (as defined in sec-
tion 4001(a)(21)). Such notice shall include a 
description of the extent to which the plan is 
funded for benefits which are guaranteed 
under title IV and for benefit liabilities. 

‘‘(B) CONSIDERATION OF RELEVANT INFORMA-
TION.—The Secretary of the Treasury shall 
consider any relevant information provided 
by a person to whom notice was given under 
subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(7) RESTRICTION ON PLAN AMENDMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—No amendment of a plan 

which increases the liabilities of the plan by 
reason of any increase in benefits, any 
change in the accrual of benefits, or any 
change in the rate at which benefits become 
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nonforfeitable under the plan shall be adopt-
ed if a waiver under this subsection or an ex-
tension of time under section 304(d) is in ef-
fect with respect to the plan, or if a plan 
amendment described in subsection (d)(2) has 
been made at any time in the preceding 12 
months (24 months in the case of a multiem-
ployer plan). If a plan is amended in viola-
tion of the preceding sentence, any such 
waiver, or extension of time, shall not apply 
to any plan year ending on or after the date 
on which such amendment is adopted. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
not apply to any plan amendment which— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary of the Treasury deter-
mines to be reasonable and which provides 
for only de minimis increases in the liabil-
ities of the plan, 

‘‘(ii) only repeals an amendment described 
in subsection (d)(2), or 

‘‘(iii) is required as a condition of quali-
fication under part I of subchapter D of chap-
ter 1 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

‘‘(8) CROSS REFERENCE.—For corresponding 
duties of the Secretary of the Treasury with 
regard to implementation of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, see section 412(c) of 
such Code. 

‘‘(d) MISCELLANEOUS RULES.— 
‘‘(1) CHANGE IN METHOD OR YEAR.—If the 

funding method, the valuation date, or a 
plan year for a plan is changed, the change 
shall take effect only if approved by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury. 

‘‘(2) CERTAIN RETROACTIVE PLAN AMEND-
MENTS.—For purposes of this section, any 
amendment applying to a plan year which— 

‘‘(A) is adopted after the close of such plan 
year but no later than 21⁄2 months after the 
close of the plan year (or, in the case of a 
multiemployer plan, no later than 2 years 
after the close of such plan year), 

‘‘(B) does not reduce the accrued benefit of 
any participant determined as of the begin-
ning of the first plan year to which the 
amendment applies, and 

‘‘(C) does not reduce the accrued benefit of 
any participant determined as of the time of 
adoption except to the extent required by 
the circumstances, 

shall, at the election of the plan adminis-
trator, be deemed to have been made on the 
first day of such plan year. No amendment 
described in this paragraph which reduces 
the accrued benefits of any participant shall 
take effect unless the plan administrator 
files a notice with the Secretary of the 
Treasury notifying him of such amendment 
and such Secretary has approved such 
amendment, or within 90 days after the date 
on which such notice was filed, failed to dis-
approve such amendment. No amendment de-
scribed in this subsection shall be approved 
by the Secretary of the Treasury unless such 
Secretary determines that such amendment 
is necessary because of a temporary substan-
tial business hardship (as determined under 
subsection (c)(2)) or a substantial business 
hardship (as so determined) in the case of a 
multiemployer plan and that a waiver under 
subsection (c) (or, in the case of a multiem-
ployer plan, any extension of the amortiza-
tion period under section 304(d)) is unavail-
able or inadequate. 

‘‘(3) CONTROLLED GROUP.—For purposes of 
this section, the term ‘controlled group’ 
means any group treated as a single em-
ployer under subsection (b), (c), (m), or (o) of 
section 414 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986.’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1 of such Act is amended 
by striking the items relating to sections 302 
through 308 and inserting the following new 
item: 

‘‘Sec. 302. Minimum funding standards.’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to plan 
years beginning after 2007. 
SEC. 102. FUNDING RULES FOR SINGLE-EM-

PLOYER DEFINED BENEFIT PENSION 
PLANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part 3 of subtitle B of 
title I of the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974 (as amended by section 
101 of this Act) is amended by inserting after 
section 302 the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 303. MINIMUM FUNDING STANDARDS FOR 

SINGLE-EMPLOYER DEFINED BEN-
EFIT PENSION PLANS. 

‘‘(a) MINIMUM REQUIRED CONTRIBUTION.— 
For purposes of this section and section 
302(a)(2)(A), except as provided in subsection 
(f), the term ‘minimum required contribu-
tion’ means, with respect to any plan year of 
a single-employer plan— 

‘‘(1) in any case in which the value of plan 
assets of the plan (as reduced under sub-
section (f)(4)(B)) is less than the funding tar-
get of the plan for the plan year, the sum 
of— 

‘‘(A) the target normal cost of the plan for 
the plan year, 

‘‘(B) the shortfall amortization charge (if 
any) for the plan for the plan year deter-
mined under subsection (c), and 

‘‘(C) the waiver amortization charge (if 
any) for the plan for the plan year as deter-
mined under subsection (e); or 

‘‘(2) in any case in which the value of plan 
assets of the plan (as reduced under sub-
section (f)(4)(B)) equals or exceeds the fund-
ing target of the plan for the plan year, the 
target normal cost of the plan for the plan 
year reduced (but not below zero) by such ex-
cess. 

‘‘(b) TARGET NORMAL COST.—For purposes 
of this section, except as provided in sub-
section (i)(2) with respect to plans in at-risk 
status, the term ‘target normal cost’ means, 
for any plan year, the present value of all 
benefits which are expected to accrue or to 
be earned under the plan during the plan 
year. For purposes of this subsection, if any 
benefit attributable to services performed in 
a preceding plan year is increased by reason 
of any increase in compensation during the 
current plan year, the increase in such ben-
efit shall be treated as having accrued during 
the current plan year. 

‘‘(c) SHORTFALL AMORTIZATION CHARGE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-

tion, the shortfall amortization charge for a 
plan for any plan year is the aggregate total 
(not less than zero) of the shortfall amortiza-
tion installments for such plan year with re-
spect to the shortfall amortization bases for 
such plan year and each of the 6 preceding 
plan years. 

‘‘(2) SHORTFALL AMORTIZATION INSTALL-
MENT.—For purposes of paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) DETERMINATION.—The shortfall amor-
tization installments are the amounts nec-
essary to amortize the shortfall amortiza-
tion base of the plan for any plan year in 
level annual installments over the 7-plan- 
year period beginning with such plan year. 

‘‘(B) SHORTFALL INSTALLMENT.—The short-
fall amortization installment for any plan 
year in the 7-plan-year period under subpara-
graph (A) with respect to any shortfall amor-
tization base is the annual installment de-
termined under subparagraph (A) for that 
year for that base. 

‘‘(C) SEGMENT RATES.—In determining any 
shortfall amortization installment under 
this paragraph, the plan sponsor shall use 
the segment rates determined under subpara-
graph (C) of subsection (h)(2), applied under 
rules similar to the rules of subparagraph (B) 
of subsection (h)(2). 

‘‘(3) SHORTFALL AMORTIZATION BASE.—For 
purposes of this section, the shortfall amor-
tization base of a plan for a plan year is— 

‘‘(A) the funding shortfall of such plan for 
such plan year, minus 

‘‘(B) the present value (determined using 
the segment rates determined under subpara-
graph (C) of subsection (h)(2), applied under 
rules similar to the rules of subparagraph (B) 
of subsection (h)(2)) of the aggregate total of 
the shortfall amortization installments and 
waiver amortization installments which 
have been determined for such plan year and 
any succeeding plan year with respect to the 
shortfall amortization bases and waiver am-
ortization bases of the plan for any plan year 
preceding such plan year. 

‘‘(4) FUNDING SHORTFALL.—For purposes of 
this section, the funding shortfall of a plan 
for any plan year is the excess (if any) of— 

‘‘(A) the funding target of the plan for the 
plan year, over 

‘‘(B) the value of plan assets of the plan (as 
reduced under subsection (f)(4)(B)) for the 
plan year which are held by the plan on the 
valuation date. 

‘‘(5) EXEMPTION FROM NEW SHORTFALL AM-
ORTIZATION BASE.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which the 
value of plan assets of the plan (as reduced 
under subsection (f)(4)(A)) is equal to or 
greater than the funding target of the plan 
for the plan year, the shortfall amortization 
base of the plan for such plan year shall be 
zero. 

‘‘(B) TRANSITION RULE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clauses (iii) and (iv), in the case of plan years 
beginning after 2007 and before 2011, only the 
applicable percentage of the funding target 
shall be taken into account under paragraph 
(3)(A) in determining the funding shortfall 
for the plan year for purposes of subpara-
graph (A). 

‘‘(ii) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of subparagraph (A), the applicable 
percentage shall be determined in accord-
ance with the following table: 

‘‘In the case of a plan 
year beginning in 
calendar year: 

The applicable 
percentage is 

2008 .................................................. 92

2009 .................................................. 94

2010 .................................................. 96. 
‘‘(iii) LIMITATION.—Clause (i) shall not 

apply with respect to any plan year after 2008 
unless the shortfall amortization base for 
each of the preceding years beginning after 
2007 was zero (determined after application 
of this subparagraph). 

‘‘(iv) TRANSITION RELIEF NOT AVAILABLE FOR 
NEW OR DEFICIT REDUCTION PLANS.—Clause (i) 
shall not apply to a plan— 

‘‘(I) which was not in effect for a plan year 
beginning in 2007, or 

‘‘(II) which was in effect for a plan year be-
ginning in 2007 and which was subject to sec-
tion 302(d) (as in effect for plan years begin-
ning in 2007), determined after the applica-
tion of paragraphs (6) and (9) thereof. 

‘‘(6) EARLY DEEMED AMORTIZATION UPON AT-
TAINMENT OF FUNDING TARGET.—In any case 
in which the funding shortfall of a plan for a 
plan year is zero, for purposes of determining 
the shortfall amortization charge for such 
plan year and succeeding plan years, the 
shortfall amortization bases for all preceding 
plan years (and all shortfall amortization in-
stallments determined with respect to such 
bases) shall be reduced to zero. 

‘‘(d) RULES RELATING TO FUNDING TAR-
GET.—For purposes of this section— 

‘‘(1) FUNDING TARGET.—Except as provided 
in subsection (i)(1) with respect to plans in 
at-risk status, the funding target of a plan 
for a plan year is the present value of all 
benefits accrued or earned under the plan as 
of the beginning of the plan year. 
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‘‘(2) FUNDING TARGET ATTAINMENT PERCENT-

AGE.—The ‘funding target attainment per-
centage’ of a plan for a plan year is the ratio 
(expressed as a percentage) which— 

‘‘(A) the value of plan assets for the plan 
year (as reduced under subsection (f)(4)(B)), 
bears to 

‘‘(B) the funding target of the plan for the 
plan year (determined without regard to sub-
section (i)(1)). 

‘‘(e) WAIVER AMORTIZATION CHARGE.— 
‘‘(1) DETERMINATION OF WAIVER AMORTIZA-

TION CHARGE.—The waiver amortization 
charge (if any) for a plan for any plan year 
is the aggregate total of the waiver amorti-
zation installments for such plan year with 
respect to the waiver amortization bases for 
each of the 5 preceding plan years. 

‘‘(2) WAIVER AMORTIZATION INSTALLMENT.— 
For purposes of paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) DETERMINATION.—The waiver amorti-
zation installments are the amounts nec-
essary to amortize the waiver amortization 
base of the plan for any plan year in level an-
nual installments over a period of 5 plan 
years beginning with the succeeding plan 
year. 

‘‘(B) WAIVER INSTALLMENT.—The waiver 
amortization installment for any plan year 
in the 5-year period under subparagraph (A) 
with respect to any waiver amortization base 
is the annual installment determined under 
subparagraph (A) for that year for that base. 

‘‘(3) INTEREST RATE.—In determining any 
waiver amortization installment under this 
subsection, the plan sponsor shall use the 
segment rates determined under subpara-
graph (C) of subsection (h)(2), applied under 
rules similar to the rules of subparagraph (B) 
of subsection (h)(2). 

‘‘(4) WAIVER AMORTIZATION BASE.—The 
waiver amortization base of a plan for a plan 
year is the amount of the waived funding de-
ficiency (if any) for such plan year under sec-
tion 302(c). 

‘‘(5) EARLY DEEMED AMORTIZATION UPON AT-
TAINMENT OF FUNDING TARGET.—In any case 
in which the funding shortfall of a plan for a 
plan year is zero, for purposes of determining 
the waiver amortization charge for such plan 
year and succeeding plan years, the waiver 
amortization bases for all preceding plan 
years (and all waiver amortization install-
ments determined with respect to such 
bases) shall be reduced to zero. 

‘‘(f) REDUCTION OF MINIMUM REQUIRED CON-
TRIBUTION BY PREFUNDING BALANCE AND 
FUNDING STANDARD CARRYOVER BALANCE.— 

‘‘(1) ELECTION TO MAINTAIN BALANCES.— 
‘‘(A) PREFUNDING BALANCE.—The plan spon-

sor of a single-employer plan may elect to 
maintain a prefunding balance. 

‘‘(B) FUNDING STANDARD CARRYOVER BAL-
ANCE.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a single- 
employer plan described in clause (ii), the 
plan sponsor may elect to maintain a fund-
ing standard carryover balance, until such 
balance is reduced to zero. 

‘‘(ii) PLANS MAINTAINING FUNDING STANDARD 
ACCOUNT IN 2007.—A plan is described in this 
clause if the plan— 

‘‘(I) was in effect for a plan year beginning 
in 2007, and 

‘‘(II) had a positive balance in the funding 
standard account under section 302(b) as in 
effect for such plan year and determined as 
of the end of such plan year. 

‘‘(2) APPLICATION OF BALANCES.—A 
prefunding balance and a funding standard 
carryover balance maintained pursuant to 
this paragraph— 

‘‘(A) shall be available for crediting 
against the minimum required contribution, 
pursuant to an election under paragraph (3), 

‘‘(B) shall be applied as a reduction in the 
amount treated as the value of plan assets 

for purposes of this section, to the extent 
provided in paragraph (4), and 

‘‘(C) may be reduced at any time, pursuant 
to an election under paragraph (5). 

‘‘(3) ELECTION TO APPLY BALANCES AGAINST 
MINIMUM REQUIRED CONTRIBUTION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subparagraphs (B) and (C), in the case of any 
plan year in which the plan sponsor elects to 
credit against the minimum required con-
tribution for the current plan year all or a 
portion of the prefunding balance or the 
funding standard carryover balance for the 
current plan year (not in excess of such min-
imum required contribution), the minimum 
required contribution for the plan year shall 
be reduced as of the first day of the plan year 
by the amount so credited by the plan spon-
sor. For purposes of the preceding sentence, 
the minimum required contribution shall be 
determined after taking into account any 
waiver under section 302(c). 

‘‘(B) COORDINATION WITH FUNDING STANDARD 
CARRYOVER BALANCE.—To the extent that 
any plan has a funding standard carryover 
balance greater than zero, no amount of the 
prefunding balance of such plan may be cred-
ited under this paragraph in reducing the 
minimum required contribution. 

‘‘(C) LIMITATION FOR UNDERFUNDED PLANS.— 
The preceding provisions of this paragraph 
shall not apply for any plan year if the ratio 
(expressed as a percentage) which— 

‘‘(i) the value of plan assets for the pre-
ceding plan year (as reduced under paragraph 
(4)(C)), bears to 

‘‘(ii) the funding target of the plan for the 
preceding plan year (determined without re-
gard to subsection (i)(1)), 

is less than 80 percent. In the case of plan 
years beginning in 2008, the ratio under this 
subparagraph may be determined using such 
methods of estimation as the Secretary of 
the Treasury may prescribe. 

‘‘(4) EFFECT OF BALANCES ON AMOUNTS 
TREATED AS VALUE OF PLAN ASSETS.—In the 
case of any plan maintaining a prefunding 
balance or a funding standard carryover bal-
ance pursuant to this subsection, the amount 
treated as the value of plan assets shall be 
deemed to be such amount, reduced as pro-
vided in the following subparagraphs: 

‘‘(A) APPLICABILITY OF SHORTFALL AMORTI-
ZATION BASE.—For purposes of subsection 
(c)(5), the value of plan assets is deemed to 
be such amount, reduced by the amount of 
the prefunding balance, but only if an elec-
tion under paragraph (2) applying any por-
tion of the prefunding balance in reducing 
the minimum required contribution is in ef-
fect for the plan year. 

‘‘(B) DETERMINATION OF EXCESS ASSETS, 
FUNDING SHORTFALL, AND FUNDING TARGET AT-
TAINMENT PERCENTAGE.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of sub-
sections (a), (c)(4)(B), and (d)(2)(A), the value 
of plan assets is deemed to be such amount, 
reduced by the amount of the prefunding bal-
ance and the funding standard carryover bal-
ance. 

‘‘(ii) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN BINDING 
AGREEMENTS WITH PBGC.—For purposes of 
subsection (c)(4)(B), the value of plan assets 
shall not be deemed to be reduced for a plan 
year by the amount of the specified balance 
if, with respect to such balance, there is in 
effect for a plan year a binding written 
agreement with the Pension Benefit Guar-
anty Corporation which provides that such 
balance is not available to reduce the min-
imum required contribution for the plan 
year. For purposes of the preceding sentence, 
the term ‘specified balance’ means the 
prefunding balance or the funding standard 
carryover balance, as the case may be. 

‘‘(C) AVAILABILITY OF BALANCES IN PLAN 
YEAR FOR CREDITING AGAINST MINIMUM RE-

QUIRED CONTRIBUTION.—For purposes of para-
graph (3)(C)(i) of this subsection, the value of 
plan assets is deemed to be such amount, re-
duced by the amount of the prefunding bal-
ance. 

‘‘(5) ELECTION TO REDUCE BALANCE PRIOR TO 
DETERMINATIONS OF VALUE OF PLAN ASSETS 
AND CREDITING AGAINST MINIMUM REQUIRED 
CONTRIBUTION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The plan sponsor may 
elect to reduce by any amount the balance of 
the prefunding balance and the funding 
standard carryover balance for any plan year 
(but not below zero). Such reduction shall be 
effective prior to any determination of the 
value of plan assets for such plan year under 
this section and application of the balance in 
reducing the minimum required contribution 
for such plan for such plan year pursuant to 
an election under paragraph (2). 

‘‘(B) COORDINATION BETWEEN PREFUNDING 
BALANCE AND FUNDING STANDARD CARRYOVER 
BALANCE.—To the extent that any plan has a 
funding standard carryover balance greater 
than zero, no election may be made under 
subparagraph (A) with respect to the 
prefunding balance. 

‘‘(6) PREFUNDING BALANCE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A prefunding balance 

maintained by a plan shall consist of a be-
ginning balance of zero, increased and de-
creased to the extent provided in subpara-
graphs (B) and (C), and adjusted further as 
provided in paragraph (8). 

‘‘(B) INCREASES.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—As of the first day of 

each plan year beginning after 2008, the 
prefunding balance of a plan shall be in-
creased by the amount elected by the plan 
sponsor for the plan year. Such amount shall 
not exceed the excess (if any) of— 

‘‘(I) the aggregate total of employer con-
tributions to the plan for the preceding plan 
year, over— 

‘‘(II) the minimum required contribution 
for such preceding plan year. 

‘‘(ii) ADJUSTMENTS FOR INTEREST.—Any ex-
cess contributions under clause (i) shall be 
properly adjusted for interest accruing for 
the periods between the first day of the cur-
rent plan year and the dates on which the ex-
cess contributions were made, determined by 
using the effective interest rate for the pre-
ceding plan year and by treating contribu-
tions as being first used to satisfy the min-
imum required contribution. 

‘‘(iii) CERTAIN CONTRIBUTIONS NECESSARY TO 
AVOID BENEFIT LIMITATIONS DISREGARDED.— 
The excess described in clause (i) with re-
spect to any preceding plan year shall be re-
duced (but not below zero) by the amount of 
contributions an employer would be required 
to make under paragraph (1), (2), or (4) of 
section 206(g) to avoid a benefit limitation 
which would otherwise be imposed under 
such paragraph for the preceding plan year. 
Any contribution which may be taken into 
account in satisfying the requirements of 
more than 1 of such paragraphs shall be 
taken into account only once for purposes of 
this clause. 

‘‘(C) DECREASE.—The prefunding balance of 
a plan shall be decreased (but not below zero) 
by— 

‘‘(i) as of the first day of each plan year 
after 2008, the amount of such balance cred-
ited under paragraph (2) (if any) in reducing 
the minimum required contribution of the 
plan for the preceding plan year, and 

‘‘(ii) as of the time specified in paragraph 
(5))(A), any reduction in such balance elected 
under paragraph (5). 

‘‘(7) FUNDING STANDARD CARRYOVER BAL-
ANCE.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A funding standard car-
ryover balance maintained by a plan shall 
consist of a beginning balance determined 
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under subparagraph (B), decreased to the ex-
tent provided in subparagraph (C), and ad-
justed further as provided in paragraph (8). 

‘‘(B) BEGINNING BALANCE.—The beginning 
balance of the funding standard carryover 
balance shall be the positive balance de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(B)(ii)(II). 

‘‘(C) DECREASES.—The funding standard 
carryover balance of a plan shall be de-
creased (but not below zero) by— 

‘‘(i) as of the first day of each plan year 
after 2008, the amount of such balance cred-
ited under paragraph (2) (if any) in reducing 
the minimum required contribution of the 
plan for the preceding plan year, and 

‘‘(ii) as of the time specified in paragraph 
(5))(A), any reduction in such balance elected 
under paragraph (5). 

‘‘(8) ADJUSTMENTS FOR INVESTMENT EXPERI-
ENCE.—In determining the prefunding bal-
ance or the funding standard carryover bal-
ance of a plan as of the first day of the plan 
year, the plan sponsor shall, in accordance 
with regulations prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, adjust such balance to re-
flect the rate of return on plan assets for the 
preceding plan year. Notwithstanding sub-
section (g)(3), such rate of return shall be de-
termined on the basis of fair market value 
and shall properly take into account, in ac-
cordance with such regulations, all contribu-
tions, distributions, and other plan pay-
ments made during such period. 

‘‘(9) ELECTIONS.—Elections under this sub-
section shall be made at such times, and in 
such form and manner, as shall be prescribed 
in regulations of the Secretary of the Treas-
ury. 

‘‘(g) VALUATION OF PLAN ASSETS AND LI-
ABILITIES.— 

‘‘(1) TIMING OF DETERMINATIONS.—Except as 
otherwise provided under this subsection, all 
determinations under this section for a plan 
year shall be made as of the valuation date 
of the plan for such plan year. 

‘‘(2) VALUATION DATE.—For purposes of this 
section— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subparagraph (B), the valuation date of a 
plan for any plan year shall be the first day 
of the plan year. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION FOR SMALL PLANS.—If, on 
each day during the preceding plan year, a 
plan had 100 or fewer participants, the plan 
may designate any day during the plan year 
as its valuation date for such plan year and 
succeeding plan years. For purposes of this 
subparagraph, all defined benefit plans which 
are single-employer plans and are main-
tained by the same employer (or any member 
of such employer’s controlled group) shall be 
treated as 1 plan, but only participants with 
respect to such employer or member shall be 
taken into account. 

‘‘(C) APPLICATION OF CERTAIN RULES IN DE-
TERMINATION OF PLAN SIZE.—For purposes of 
this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) PLANS NOT IN EXISTENCE IN PRECEDING 
YEAR.—In the case of the first plan year of 
any plan, subparagraph (B) shall apply to 
such plan by taking into account the number 
of participants that the plan is reasonably 
expected to have on days during such first 
plan year. 

‘‘(ii) PREDECESSORS.—Any reference in sub-
paragraph (B) to an employer shall include a 
reference to any predecessor of such em-
ployer. 

‘‘(3) DETERMINATION OF VALUE OF PLAN AS-
SETS.—For purposes of this section— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subparagraph (B), the value of plan assets 
shall be the fair market value of the assets. 

‘‘(B) AVERAGING ALLOWED.—A plan may de-
termine the value of plan assets on the basis 
of the averaging of fair market values, but 
only if such method— 

‘‘(i) is permitted under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, 

‘‘(ii) does not provide for averaging of such 
values over more than the period beginning 
on the last day of the 25th month preceding 
the month in which the valuation date oc-
curs and ending on the valuation date (or a 
similar period in the case of a valuation date 
which is not the 1st day of a month), and 

‘‘(iii) does not result in a determination of 
the value of plan assets which, at any time, 
is lower than 90 percent or greater than 110 
percent of the fair market value of such as-
sets at such time. 

Any such averaging shall be adjusted for 
contributions and distributions (as provided 
by the Secretary of the Treasury). 

‘‘(4) ACCOUNTING FOR CONTRIBUTION RE-
CEIPTS.—For purposes of determining the 
value of assets under paragraph (3)— 

‘‘(A) PRIOR YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS.—If— 
‘‘(i) an employer makes any contribution 

to the plan after the valuation date for the 
plan year in which the contribution is made, 
and 

‘‘(ii) the contribution is for a preceding 
plan year, 

the contribution shall be taken into account 
as an asset of the plan as of the valuation 
date, except that in the case of any plan year 
beginning after 2008, only the present value 
(determined as of the valuation date) of such 
contribution may be taken into account. For 
purposes of the preceding sentence, present 
value shall be determined using the effective 
interest rate for the preceding plan year to 
which the contribution is properly allocable. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULE FOR CURRENT YEAR CON-
TRIBUTIONS MADE BEFORE VALUATION DATE.—If 
any contributions for any plan year are 
made to or under the plan during the plan 
year but before the valuation date for the 
plan year, the assets of the plan as of the 
valuation date shall not include— 

‘‘(i) such contributions, and 
‘‘(ii) interest on such contributions for the 

period between the date of the contributions 
and the valuation date, determined by using 
the effective interest rate for the plan year. 

‘‘(h) ACTUARIAL ASSUMPTIONS AND METH-
ODS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to this sub-
section, the determination of any present 
value or other computation under this sec-
tion shall be made on the basis of actuarial 
assumptions and methods— 

‘‘(A) each of which is reasonable (taking 
into account the experience of the plan and 
reasonable expectations), and 

‘‘(B) which, in combination, offer the actu-
ary’s best estimate of anticipated experience 
under the plan. 

‘‘(2) INTEREST RATES.— 
‘‘(A) EFFECTIVE INTEREST RATE.—For pur-

poses of this section, the term ‘effective in-
terest rate’ means, with respect to any plan 
for any plan year, the single rate of interest 
which, if used to determine the present value 
of the plan’s accrued or earned benefits re-
ferred to in subsection (d)(1), would result in 
an amount equal to the funding target of the 
plan for such plan year. 

‘‘(B) INTEREST RATES FOR DETERMINING 
FUNDING TARGET.—For purposes of deter-
mining the funding target and normal cost of 
a plan for any plan year, the interest rate 
used in determining the present value of the 
benefits of the plan shall be— 

‘‘(i) in the case of benefits reasonably de-
termined to be payable during the 5-year pe-
riod beginning on the first day of the plan 
year, the first segment rate with respect to 
the applicable month, 

‘‘(ii) in the case of benefits reasonably de-
termined to be payable during the 15-year pe-
riod beginning at the end of the period de-

scribed in clause (i), the second segment rate 
with respect to the applicable month, and 

‘‘(iii) in the case of benefits reasonably de-
termined to be payable after the period de-
scribed in clause (ii), the third segment rate 
with respect to the applicable month. 

‘‘(C) SEGMENT RATES.—For purposes of this 
paragraph— 

‘‘(i) FIRST SEGMENT RATE.—The term ‘first 
segment rate’ means, with respect to any 
month, the single rate of interest which 
shall be determined by the Secretary of the 
Treasury for such month on the basis of the 
corporate bond yield curve for such month, 
taking into account only that portion of 
such yield curve which is based on bonds ma-
turing during the 5-year period commencing 
with such month. 

‘‘(ii) SECOND SEGMENT RATE.—The term 
‘second segment rate’ means, with respect to 
any month, the single rate of interest which 
shall be determined by the Secretary of the 
Treasury for such month on the basis of the 
corporate bond yield curve for such month, 
taking into account only that portion of 
such yield curve which is based on bonds ma-
turing during the 15-year period beginning at 
the end of the period described in clause (i). 

‘‘(iii) THIRD SEGMENT RATE.—The term 
‘third segment rate’ means, with respect to 
any month, the single rate of interest which 
shall be determined by the Secretary of the 
Treasury for such month on the basis of the 
corporate bond yield curve for such month, 
taking into account only that portion of 
such yield curve which is based on bonds ma-
turing during periods beginning after the pe-
riod described in clause (ii). 

‘‘(D) CORPORATE BOND YIELD CURVE.—For 
purposes of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘corporate bond 
yield curve’ means, with respect to any 
month, a yield curve which is prescribed by 
the Secretary of the Treasury for such 
month and which reflects the average, for 
the 24-month period ending with the month 
preceding such month, of monthly yields on 
investment grade corporate bonds with vary-
ing maturities and that are in the top 3 qual-
ity levels available. 

‘‘(ii) ELECTION TO USE YIELD CURVE.—Solely 
for purposes of determining the minimum re-
quired contribution under this section, the 
plan sponsor may, in lieu of the segment 
rates determined under subparagraph (C), 
elect to use interest rates under the cor-
porate bond yield curve. For purposes of the 
preceding sentence such curve shall be deter-
mined without regard to the 24-month aver-
aging described in clause (i) . Such election, 
once made, may be revoked only with the 
consent of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

‘‘(E) APPLICABLE MONTH.—For purposes of 
this paragraph, the term ‘applicable month’ 
means, with respect to any plan for any plan 
year, the month which includes the valu-
ation date of such plan for such plan year or, 
at the election of the plan sponsor, any of 
the 4 months which precede such month. Any 
election made under this subparagraph shall 
apply to the plan year for which the election 
is made and all succeeding plan years, unless 
the election is revoked with the consent of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 

‘‘(F) PUBLICATION REQUIREMENTS.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall publish for each 
month the corporate bond yield curve (and 
the corporate bond yield curve reflecting the 
modification described in section 
205(g)(3)(B)(iii)(I)) for such month and each 
of the rates determined under subparagraph 
(B) for such month. The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall also publish a description of 
the methodology used to determine such 
yield curve and such rates which is suffi-
ciently detailed to enable plans to make rea-
sonable projections regarding the yield curve 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:52 Nov 18, 2006 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00025 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORDCX\T37X$J0E\H28JY6.REC H28JY6cc
ol

em
an

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

71
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6046 July 28, 2006 
and such rates for future months based on 
the plan’s projection of future interest rates. 

‘‘(G) TRANSITION RULE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the pre-

ceding provisions of this paragraph, for plan 
years beginning in 2008 or 2009, the first, sec-
ond, or third segment rate for a plan with re-
spect to any month shall be equal to the sum 
of— 

‘‘(I) the product of such rate for such 
month determined without regard to this 
subparagraph, multiplied by the applicable 
percentage, and 

‘‘(II) the product of the rate determined 
under the rules of section 302(b)(5)(B)(ii)(II) 
(as in effect for plan years beginning in 2007), 
multiplied by a percentage equal to 100 per-
cent minus the applicable percentage. 

‘‘(ii) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of clause (i), the applicable percentage 
is 331⁄3 percent for plan years beginning in 
2008 and 662⁄3 percent for plan years beginning 
in 2009. 

‘‘(iii) NEW PLANS INELIGIBLE.—Clause (i) 
shall not apply to any plan if the first plan 
year of the plan begins after December 31, 
2007. 

‘‘(iv) ELECTION.—The plan sponsor may 
elect not to have this subparagraph apply. 
Such election, once made, may be revoked 
only with the consent of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

‘‘(3) MORTALITY TABLES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (C) or (D), the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall by regulation prescribe mor-
tality tables to be used in determining any 
present value or making any computation 
under this section. Such tables shall be based 
on the actual experience of pension plans and 
projected trends in such experience. In pre-
scribing such tables, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall take into account results of 
available independent studies of mortality of 
individuals covered by pension plans. 

‘‘(B) PERIODIC REVISION.—The Secretary 
of the Treasury shall (at least every 10 years) 
make revisions in any table in effect under 
subparagraph (A) to reflect the actual expe-
rience of pension plans and projected trends 
in such experience. 

‘‘(C) SUBSTITUTE MORTALITY TABLE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Upon request by the 

plan sponsor and approval by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, a mortality table which 
meets the requirements of clause (iii) shall 
be used in determining any present value or 
making any computation under this section 
during the period of consecutive plan years 
(not to exceed 10) specified in the request. 

‘‘(ii) EARLY TERMINATION OF PERIOD.— 
Notwithstanding clause (i), a mortality table 
described in clause (i) shall cease to be in ef-
fect as of the earliest of— 

‘‘(I) the date on which there is a signifi-
cant charge in the participations in the plan 
by reason of a plan spinoff or merger or oth-
erwise, or 

‘‘(II) the date on which the plan actuary 
determines that such table does not meet the 
requirements of clause (iii). 

‘‘(iii) REQUIREMENTS.—A mortality table 
meets the requirements of this clause if— 

‘‘(I) there is a sufficient number of plan 
participants, and the pension plans have 
been maintained for a sufficient period of 
time, to have credible information necessary 
for purposes of subclause (II), and 

‘‘(II) such table reflects the actual experi-
ence of the pension plans maintained by the 
sponsor and projected trends in general mor-
tality experience. 

‘‘(iv) ALL PLANS IN CONTROLLED GROUP MUST 
USE SEPARATE TABLE.—Except as provided by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, a plan spon-
sor may not use a mortality table under this 
subparagraph for any plan maintained by the 
plan sponsor unless— 

‘‘(I) a separate mortality table is estab-
lished and used under this subparagraph for 
each other plan maintained by the plan spon-
sor and if the plan sponsor is a member of a 
controlled group, each member of the con-
trolled group, and 

‘‘(II) the requirements of clause (iii) are 
met separately with respect to the table so 
established for each such plan, determined 
by only taking into account the participants 
of such plan, the time such plan has been in 
existence, and the actual experience of such 
plan. 

‘‘(v) DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION AND DISPOSI-
TION OF APPLICATION.— 

‘‘(I) SUBMISSION.—The plan sponsor shall 
submit a mortality table to the Secretary of 
the Treasury for approval under this sub-
paragraph at least 7 months before the 1st 
day of the period described in clause (i). 

‘‘(II) DISPOSITION.—Any mortality table 
submitted to the Secretary of the Treasury 
for approval under this subparagraph shall 
be treated as in effect as of the 1st day of the 
period described in clause (i) unless the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, during the 180-day 
period beginning on the date of such submis-
sion, disapproves of such table and provides 
the reasons that such table fails to meet the 
requirements of clause (iii). The 180-day pe-
riod shall be extended upon mutual agree-
ment of the Secretary of the Treasury and 
the plan sponsor. 

‘‘(D) SEPARATE MORTALITY TABLES FOR THE 
DISABLED.—Notwithstanding subparagraph 
(A)— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall establish mortality tables 
which may be used (in lieu of the tables 
under subparagraph (A)) under this sub-
section for individuals who are entitled to 
benefits under the plan on account of dis-
ability. The Secretary of the Treasury shall 
establish separate tables for individuals 
whose disabilities occur in plan years begin-
ning before January 1, 1995, and for individ-
uals whose disabilities occur in plan years 
beginning on or after such date. 

‘‘(ii) SPECIAL RULE FOR DISABILITIES OCCUR-
RING AFTER 1994.—In the case of disabilities 
occurring in plan years beginning after De-
cember 31, 1994, the tables under clause (i) 
shall apply only with respect to individuals 
described in such subclause who are disabled 
within the meaning of title II of the Social 
Security Act and the regulations thereunder. 

‘‘(iii) PERIODIC REVISION.—The Secretary of 
the Treasury shall (at least every 10 years) 
make revisions in any table in effect under 
clause (i) to reflect the actual experience of 
pension plans and projected trends in such 
experience. 

‘‘(4) PROBABILITY OF BENEFIT PAYMENTS IN 
THE FORM OF LUMP SUMS OR OTHER OPTIONAL 
FORMS.—For purposes of determining any 
present value or making any computation 
under this section, there shall be taken into 
account— 

‘‘(A) the probability that future benefit 
payments under the plan will be made in the 
form of optional forms of benefits provided 
under the plan (including lump sum distribu-
tions, determined on the basis of the plan’s 
experience and other related assumptions), 
and 

‘‘(B) any difference in the present value of 
such future benefit payments resulting from 
the use of actuarial assumptions, in deter-
mining benefit payments in any such op-
tional form of benefits, which are different 
from those specified in this subsection. 

‘‘(5) APPROVAL OF LARGE CHANGES IN ACTU-
ARIAL ASSUMPTIONS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—No actuarial assumption 
used to determine the funding target for a 
plan to which this paragraph applies may be 
changed without the approval of the Sec-
retary of the Treasury. 

‘‘(B) PLANS TO WHICH PARAGRAPH APPLIES.— 
This paragraph shall apply to a plan only if— 

‘‘(i) the plan is a single-employer plan to 
which title IV applies, 

‘‘(ii) the aggregate unfunded vested bene-
fits as of the close of the preceding plan year 
(as determined under section 
4006(a)(3)(E)(iii)) of such plan and all other 
plans maintained by the contributing spon-
sors (as defined in section 4001(a)(13)) and 
members of such sponsors’ controlled groups 
(as defined in section 4001(a)(14)) which are 
covered by title IV (disregarding plans with 
no unfunded vested benefits) exceed 
$50,000,000, and 

‘‘(iii) the change in assumptions (deter-
mined after taking into account any changes 
in interest rate and mortality table) results 
in a decrease in the funding shortfall of the 
plan for the current plan year that exceeds 
$50,000,000, or that exceeds $5,000,000 and that 
is 5 percent or more of the funding target of 
the plan before such change. 

‘‘(i) SPECIAL RULES FOR AT-RISK PLANS.— 
‘‘(1) FUNDING TARGET FOR PLANS IN AT-RISK 

STATUS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a plan 

which is in at-risk status for a plan year, the 
funding target of the plan for the plan year 
shall be equal to the sum of— 

‘‘(i) the present value of all benefits ac-
crued or earned under the plan as of the be-
ginning of the plan year, as determined by 
using the additional actuarial assumptions 
described in subparagraph (B), and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a plan which also has 
been in at-risk status for at least 2 of the 4 
preceding plan years, a loading factor deter-
mined under subparagraph (C). 

‘‘(B) ADDITIONAL ACTUARIAL ASSUMPTIONS.— 
The actuarial assumptions described in this 
subparagraph are as follows: 

‘‘(i) All employees who are not otherwise 
assumed to retire as of the valuation date 
but who will be eligible to elect benefits dur-
ing the plan year and the 10 succeeding plan 
years shall be assumed to retire at the ear-
liest retirement date under the plan but not 
before the end of the plan year for which the 
at-risk funding target and at-risk target nor-
mal cost are being determined. 

‘‘(ii) All employees shall be assumed to 
elect the retirement benefit available under 
the plan at the assumed retirement age (de-
termined after application of clause (i)) 
which would result in the highest present 
value of benefits. 

‘‘(C) LOADING FACTOR.—The loading factor 
applied with respect to a plan under this 
paragraph for any plan year is the sum of— 

‘‘(i) $700, times the number of participants 
in the plan, plus 

‘‘(ii) 4 percent of the funding target (deter-
mined without regard to this paragraph) of 
the plan for the plan year. 

‘‘(2) TARGET NORMAL COST OF AT-RISK 
PLANS.—In the case of a plan which is in at- 
risk status for a plan year, the target normal 
cost of the plan for such plan year shall be 
equal to the sum of— 

‘‘(A) the present value of all benefits which 
are expected to accrue or be earned under 
the plan during the plan year, determined 
using the additional actuarial assumptions 
described in paragraph (1)(B), plus 

‘‘(B) in the case of a plan which also has 
been in at-risk status for at least 2 of the 4 
preceding plan years, a loading factor equal 
to 4 percent of the target normal cost (deter-
mined without regard to this paragraph) of 
the plan for the plan year. 

‘‘(3) MINIMUM AMOUNT.—In no event shall— 
‘‘(A) the at-risk funding target be less than 

the funding target, as determined without 
regard to this subsection, or 

‘‘(B) the at-risk target normal cost be less 
than the target normal cost, as determined 
without regard to this subsection. 
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‘‘(4) DETERMINATION OF AT-RISK STATUS.— 

For purposes of this subsection— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A plan is in at-risk sta-

tus for a plan year if— 
‘‘(i) the funding target attainment percent-

age for the preceding plan year (determined 
under this section without regard to this 
subsection) is less than 80 percent, and 

‘‘(ii) the funding target attainment per-
centage for the preceding plan year (deter-
mined under this section by using the addi-
tional actuarial assumptions described in 
paragraph (1)(B) in computing the funding 
target) is less than 70 percent. 

‘‘(B) TRANSITION RULE.—In the case of plan 
years beginning in 2008, 2009, and 2010, sub-
paragraph (A)(i) shall be applied by sub-
stituting the following percentages for ‘80 
percent’: 

‘‘(i) 65 percent in the case of 2008. 
‘‘(ii) 70 percent in the case of 2009. 
‘‘(iii) 75 percent in the case of 2010. 

In the case of plan years beginning in 2008, 
the funding target attainment percentage for 
the preceding plan year under subparagraph 
(A)(ii) may be determined using such meth-
ods of estimation as the Secretary of the 
Treasury may provide. 

‘‘(C) SPECIAL RULE FOR EMPLOYEES OFFERED 
EARLY RETIREMENT IN 2006.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subpara-
graph (A)(ii), the additional actuarial as-
sumptions described in paragraph (1)(B) shall 
not be taken into account with respect to 
any employee if— 

‘‘(I) such employee is employed by a speci-
fied automobile manufacturer, 

‘‘(II) such employee is offered a substantial 
amount of additional cash compensation, 
substantially enhanced retirement benefits 
under the plan, or materially reduced em-
ployment duties on the condition that by a 
specified date (not later than December 31, 
2010) the employee retires (as defined under 
the terms of the plan), 

‘‘(III) such offer is made during 2006 and 
pursuant to a bona fide retirement incentive 
program and requires, by the terms of the 
offer, that such offer can be accepted not 
later than a specified date (not later than 
December 31, 2006), and 

‘‘(IV) such employee does not elect to ac-
cept such offer before the specified date on 
which the offer expires. 

‘‘(ii) SPECIFIED AUTOMOBILE MANUFAC-
TURER.—For purposes of clause (i), the term 
‘specified automobile manufacturer’ means— 

‘‘(I) any manufacturer of automobiles, and 
‘‘(II) any manufacturer of automobile parts 

which supplies such parts directly to a man-
ufacturer of automobiles and which, after a 
transaction or series of transactions ending 
in 1999, ceased to be a member of a controlled 
group which included such manufacturer of 
automobiles. 

‘‘(5) TRANSITION BETWEEN APPLICABLE FUND-
ING TARGETS AND BETWEEN APPLICABLE TAR-
GET NORMAL COSTS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which a 
plan which is in at-risk status for a plan year 
has been in such status for a consecutive pe-
riod of fewer than 5 plan years, the applica-
ble amount of the funding target and of the 
target normal cost shall be, in lieu of the 
amount determined without regard to this 
paragraph, the sum of— 

‘‘(i) the amount determined under this sec-
tion without regard to this subsection, plus 

‘‘(ii) the transition percentage for such 
plan year of the excess of the amount deter-
mined under this subsection (without regard 
to this paragraph) over the amount deter-
mined under this section without regard to 
this subsection. 

‘‘(B) TRANSITION PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of subparagraph (A), the transition 
percentage shall be determined in accord-
ance with the following table: 

‘‘If the consecutive 
number of years 
(including the plan 
year) the plan is in 
at-risk status is— 

The transition 
percentage is— 

1 ...................................................... 20 

2 ...................................................... 40 

3 ...................................................... 60 

4 ...................................................... 80. 

‘‘(C) YEARS BEFORE EFFECTIVE DATE.—For 
purposes of this paragraph, plan years begin-
ning before 2008 shall not be taken into ac-
count. 

‘‘(6) SMALL PLAN EXCEPTION.—If, on each 
day during the preceding plan year, a plan 
had 500 or fewer participants, the plan shall 
not be treated as in at-risk status for the 
plan year. For purposes of this paragraph, all 
defined benefit plans (other than multiem-
ployer plans) maintained by the same em-
ployer (or any member of such employer’s 
controlled group) shall be treated as 1 plan, 
but only participants with respect to such 
employer or member shall be taken into ac-
count and the rules of subsection (g)(2)(C) 
shall apply. 

‘‘(j) PAYMENT OF MINIMUM REQUIRED CON-
TRIBUTIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the due date for any payment of any 
minimum required contribution for any plan 
year shall be 81⁄2 months after the close of 
the plan year. 

‘‘(2) INTEREST.—Any payment required 
under paragraph (1) for a plan year that is 
made on a date other than the valuation 
date for such plan year shall be adjusted for 
interest accruing for the period between the 
valuation date and the payment date, at the 
effective rate of interest for the plan for such 
plan year. 

‘‘(3) ACCELERATED QUARTERLY CONTRIBUTION 
SCHEDULE FOR UNDERFUNDED PLANS.— 

‘‘(A) FAILURE TO TIMELY MAKE REQUIRED IN-
STALLMENT.—In any case in which the plan 
has a funding shortfall for the preceding plan 
year, the employer maintaining the plan 
shall make the required installments under 
this paragraph and if the employer fails to 
pay the full amount of a required install-
ment for the plan year, then the amount of 
interest charged under paragraph (2) on the 
underpayment for the period of under-
payment shall be determined by using a rate 
of interest equal to the rate otherwise used 
under paragraph (2) plus 5 percentage points. 

‘‘(B) AMOUNT OF UNDERPAYMENT, PERIOD OF 
UNDERPAYMENT.—For purposes of subpara-
graph (A)— 

‘‘(i) AMOUNT.—The amount of the under-
payment shall be the excess of— 

‘‘(I) the required installment, over 
‘‘(II) the amount (if any) of the installment 

contributed to or under the plan on or before 
the due date for the installment. 

‘‘(ii) PERIOD OF UNDERPAYMENT.—The pe-
riod for which any interest is charged under 
this paragraph with respect to any portion of 
the underpayment shall run from the due 
date for the installment to the date on which 
such portion is contributed to or under the 
plan. 

‘‘(iii) ORDER OF CREDITING CONTRIBUTIONS.— 
For purposes of clause (i)(II), contributions 
shall be credited against unpaid required in-
stallments in the order in which such install-
ments are required to be paid. 

‘‘(C) NUMBER OF REQUIRED INSTALLMENTS; 
DUE DATES.—For purposes of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) PAYABLE IN 4 INSTALLMENTS.—There 
shall be 4 required installments for each plan 
year. 

‘‘(ii) TIME FOR PAYMENT OF INSTALL-
MENTS.—The due dates for required install-
ments are set forth in the following table: 

In the case of the fol-
lowing required install-

ment: 
The due date is: 

1st .............................. April 15 
2nd .............................. July 15 
3rd .............................. October 15 
4th .............................. January 15 of the 

following year. 

‘‘(D) AMOUNT OF REQUIRED INSTALLMENT.— 
For purposes of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The amount of any re-
quired installment shall be 25 percent of the 
required annual payment. 

‘‘(ii) REQUIRED ANNUAL PAYMENT.—For pur-
poses of clause (i), the term ‘required annual 
payment’ means the lesser of— 

‘‘(I) 90 percent of the minimum required 
contribution (determined without regard to 
this subsection) to the plan for the plan year 
under this section, or 

‘‘(II) 100 percent of the minimum required 
contribution (determined without regard to 
this subsection or to any waiver under sec-
tion 302(c)) to the plan for the preceding plan 
year. 
Subclause (II) shall not apply if the pre-
ceding plan year referred to in such clause 
was not a year of 12 months. 

‘‘(E) FISCAL YEARS AND SHORT YEARS.— 
‘‘(i) FISCAL YEARS.—In applying this para-

graph to a plan year beginning on any date 
other than January 1, there shall be sub-
stituted for the months specified in this 
paragraph, the months which correspond 
thereto. 

‘‘(ii) SHORT PLAN YEAR.—This subparagraph 
shall be applied to plan years of less than 12 
months in accordance with regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

‘‘(4) LIQUIDITY REQUIREMENT IN CONNECTION 
WITH QUARTERLY CONTRIBUTIONS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A plan to which this 
paragraph applies shall be treated as failing 
to pay the full amount of any required in-
stallment under paragraph (3) to the extent 
that the value of the liquid assets paid in 
such installment is less than the liquidity 
shortfall (whether or not such liquidity 
shortfall exceeds the amount of such install-
ment required to be paid but for this para-
graph). 

‘‘(B) PLANS TO WHICH PARAGRAPH APPLIES.— 
This paragraph shall apply to a plan (other 
than a plan described in subsection (g)(2)(B)) 
which— 

‘‘(i) is required to pay installments under 
paragraph (3) for a plan year, and 

‘‘(ii) has a liquidity shortfall for any quar-
ter during such plan year. 

‘‘(C) PERIOD OF UNDERPAYMENT.—For pur-
poses of paragraph (3)(A), any portion of an 
installment that is treated as not paid under 
subparagraph (A) shall continue to be treat-
ed as unpaid until the close of the quarter in 
which the due date for such installment oc-
curs. 

‘‘(D) LIMITATION ON INCREASE.—If the 
amount of any required installment is in-
creased by reason of subparagraph (A), in no 
event shall such increase exceed the amount 
which, when added to prior installments for 
the plan year, is necessary to increase the 
funding target attainment percentage of the 
plan for the plan year (taking into account 
the expected increase in funding target due 
to benefits accruing or earned during the 
plan year) to 100 percent. 

‘‘(E) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this 
paragraph— 

‘‘(i) LIQUIDITY SHORTFALL.—The term ‘li-
quidity shortfall’ means, with respect to any 
required installment, an amount equal to the 
excess (as of the last day of the quarter for 
which such installment is made) of— 

‘‘(I) the base amount with respect to such 
quarter, over 
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‘‘(II) the value (as of such last day) of the 

plan’s liquid assets. 
‘‘(ii) BASE AMOUNT.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘base amount’ 

means, with respect to any quarter, an 
amount equal to 3 times the sum of the ad-
justed disbursements from the plan for the 12 
months ending on the last day of such quar-
ter. 

‘‘(II) SPECIAL RULE.—If the amount deter-
mined under subclause (I) exceeds an amount 
equal to 2 times the sum of the adjusted dis-
bursements from the plan for the 36 months 
ending on the last day of the quarter and an 
enrolled actuary certifies to the satisfaction 
of the Secretary of the Treasury that such 
excess is the result of nonrecurring cir-
cumstances, the base amount with respect to 
such quarter shall be determined without re-
gard to amounts related to those non-
recurring circumstances. 

‘‘(iii) DISBURSEMENTS FROM THE PLAN.—The 
term ‘disbursements from the plan’ means 
all disbursements from the trust, including 
purchases of annuities, payments of single 
sums and other benefits, and administrative 
expenses. 

‘‘(iv) ADJUSTED DISBURSEMENTS.—The term 
‘adjusted disbursements’ means disburse-
ments from the plan reduced by the product 
of— 

‘‘(I) the plan’s funding target attainment 
percentage for the plan year, and 

‘‘(II) the sum of the purchases of annuities, 
payments of single sums, and such other dis-
bursements as the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall provide in regulations. 

‘‘(v) LIQUID ASSETS.—The term ‘liquid as-
sets’ means cash, marketable securities, and 
such other assets as specified by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury in regulations. 

‘‘(vi) QUARTER.—The term ‘quarter’ means, 
with respect to any required installment, the 
3-month period preceding the month in 
which the due date for such installment oc-
curs. 

‘‘(F) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury may prescribe such regulations as 
are necessary to carry out this paragraph. 

‘‘(k) IMPOSITION OF LIEN WHERE FAILURE TO 
MAKE REQUIRED CONTRIBUTIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a plan to 
which this subsection applies (as provided 
under paragraph (2)), if— 

‘‘(A) any person fails to make a contribu-
tion payment required by section 302 and 
this section before the due date for such pay-
ment, and 

‘‘(B) the unpaid balance of such payment 
(including interest), when added to the ag-
gregate unpaid balance of all preceding such 
payments for which payment was not made 
before the due date (including interest), ex-
ceeds $1,000,000, 

then there shall be a lien in favor of the plan 
in the amount determined under paragraph 
(3) upon all property and rights to property, 
whether real or personal, belonging to such 
person and any other person who is a mem-
ber of the same controlled group of which 
such person is a member. 

‘‘(2) PLANS TO WHICH SUBSECTION APPLIES.— 
This subsection shall apply to a single-em-
ployer plan covered under section 4021 for 
any plan year for which the funding target 
attainment percentage (as defined in sub-
section (d)(2)) of such plan is less than 100 
percent. 

‘‘(3) AMOUNT OF LIEN.—For purposes of 
paragraph (1), the amount of the lien shall be 
equal to the aggregate unpaid balance of 
contribution payments required under this 
section and section 302 for which payment 
has not been made before the due date. 

‘‘(4) NOTICE OF FAILURE; LIEN.— 
‘‘(A) NOTICE OF FAILURE.—A person com-

mitting a failure described in paragraph (1) 

shall notify the Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation of such failure within 10 days of 
the due date for the required contribution 
payment. 

‘‘(B) PERIOD OF LIEN.—The lien imposed by 
paragraph (1) shall arise on the due date for 
the required contribution payment and shall 
continue until the last day of the first plan 
year in which the plan ceases to be described 
in paragraph (1)(B). Such lien shall continue 
to run without regard to whether such plan 
continues to be described in paragraph (2) 
during the period referred to in the preceding 
sentence. 

‘‘(C) CERTAIN RULES TO APPLY.—Any 
amount with respect to which a lien is im-
posed under paragraph (1) shall be treated as 
taxes due and owing the United States and 
rules similar to the rules of subsections (c), 
(d), and (e) of section 4068 shall apply with 
respect to a lien imposed by subsection (a) 
and the amount with respect to such lien. 

‘‘(5) ENFORCEMENT.—Any lien created 
under paragraph (1) may be perfected and en-
forced only by the Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation, or at the direction of the Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation, by the 
contributing sponsor (or any member of the 
controlled group of the contributing spon-
sor). 

‘‘(6) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub-
section— 

‘‘(A) CONTRIBUTION PAYMENT.—The term 
‘contribution payment’ means, in connection 
with a plan, a contribution payment required 
to be made to the plan, including any re-
quired installment under paragraphs (3) and 
(4) of subsection (j). 

‘‘(B) DUE DATE; REQUIRED INSTALLMENT.— 
The terms ‘due date’ and ‘required install-
ment’ have the meanings given such terms 
by subsection (j), except that in the case of 
a payment other than a required install-
ment, the due date shall be the date such 
payment is required to be made under sec-
tion 303. 

‘‘(C) CONTROLLED GROUP.—The term ‘con-
trolled group’ means any group treated as a 
single employer under subsections (b), (c), 
(m), and (o) of section 414 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986. 

‘‘(l) QUALIFIED TRANSFERS TO HEALTH BEN-
EFIT ACCOUNTS.—In the case of a qualified 
transfer (as defined in section 420 of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986), any assets so 
transferred shall not, for purposes of this 
section, be treated as assets in the plan.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections in section 1 of such Act (as amended 
by section 101) is amended by inserting after 
the item relating to section 302 the following 
new item: 
‘‘Sec. 303. Minimum funding standards for 

single-employer defined benefit 
pension plans.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply with respect 
to plan years beginning after 2007. 
SEC. 103. BENEFIT LIMITATIONS UNDER SINGLE- 

EMPLOYER PLANS. 
(a) FUNDING-BASED LIMITS ON BENEFITS AND 

BENEFIT ACCRUALS UNDER SINGLE-EMPLOYER 
PLANS.—Section 206 of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 
1056) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(g) FUNDING-BASED LIMITS ON BENEFITS 
AND BENEFIT ACCRUALS UNDER SINGLE-EM-
PLOYER PLANS.— 

‘‘(1) FUNDING-BASED LIMITATION ON SHUT-
DOWN BENEFITS AND OTHER UNPREDICTABLE 
CONTINGENT EVENT BENEFITS UNDER SINGLE- 
EMPLOYER PLANS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If a participant of a de-
fined benefit plan which is a single-employer 
plan is entitled to an unpredictable contin-
gent event benefit payable with respect to 

any event occurring during any plan year, 
the plan shall provide that such benefit may 
not be provided if the adjusted funding tar-
get attainment percentage for such plan 
year— 

‘‘(i) is less than 60 percent, or 
‘‘(ii) would be less than 60 percent taking 

into account such occurrence. 
‘‘(B) EXEMPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall 

cease to apply with respect to any plan year, 
effective as of the first day of the plan year, 
upon payment by the plan sponsor of a con-
tribution (in addition to any minimum re-
quired contribution under section 303) equal 
to— 

‘‘(i) in the case of subparagraph (A)(i), the 
amount of the increase in the funding target 
of the plan (under section 303) for the plan 
year attributable to the occurrence referred 
to in subparagraph (A), and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of subparagraph (A)(ii), the 
amount sufficient to result in a funding tar-
get attainment percentage of 60 percent. 

‘‘(C) UNPREDICTABLE CONTINGENT EVENT.— 
For purposes of this paragraph, the term ‘un-
predictable contingent event benefit’ means 
any benefit payable solely by reason of— 

‘‘(i) a plant shutdown (or similar event, as 
determined by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury), or 

‘‘(ii) an event other than the attainment of 
any age, performance of any service, receipt 
or derivation of any compensation, or occur-
rence of death or disability. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATIONS ON PLAN AMENDMENTS IN-
CREASING LIABILITY FOR BENEFITS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—No amendment to a de-
fined benefit plan which is a single-employer 
plan which has the effect of increasing liabil-
ities of the plan by reason of increases in 
benefits, establishment of new benefits, 
changing the rate of benefit accrual, or 
changing the rate at which benefits become 
nonforfeitable may take effect during any 
plan year if the adjusted funding target at-
tainment percentage for such plan year is— 

‘‘(i) less than 80 percent, or 
‘‘(ii) would be less than 80 percent taking 

into account such amendment. 
‘‘(B) EXEMPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall 

cease to apply with respect to any plan year, 
effective as of the first day of the plan year 
(or if later, the effective date of the amend-
ment), upon payment by the plan sponsor of 
a contribution (in addition to any minimum 
required contribution under section 303) 
equal to— 

‘‘(i) in the case of subparagraph (A)(i), the 
amount of the increase in the funding target 
of the plan (under section 303) for the plan 
year attributable to the amendment, and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of subparagraph (A)(ii), the 
amount sufficient to result in an adjusted 
funding target attainment percentage of 80 
percent. 

‘‘(C) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN BENEFIT IN-
CREASES.—Subparagraph (A) shall not apply 
to any amendment which provides for an in-
crease in benefits under a formula which is 
not based on a participant’s compensation, 
but only if the rate of such increase is not in 
excess of the contemporaneous rate of in-
crease in average wages of participants cov-
ered by the amendment. 

‘‘(3) LIMITATIONS ON ACCELERATED BENEFIT 
DISTRIBUTIONS.— 

‘‘(A) FUNDING PERCENTAGE LESS THAN 60 
PERCENT.—A defined benefit plan which is a 
single-employer plan shall provide that, in 
any case in which the plan’s adjusted fund-
ing target attainment percentage for a plan 
year is less than 60 percent, the plan may not 
pay any prohibited payment after the valu-
ation date for the plan year. 

‘‘(B) BANKRUPTCY.—A defined benefit plan 
which is a single-employer plan shall provide 
that, during any period in which the plan 
sponsor is a debtor in a case under title 11, 
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United States Code, or similar Federal or 
State law, the plan may not pay any prohib-
ited payment. The preceding sentence shall 
not apply on or after the date on which the 
enrolled actuary of the plan certifies that 
the adjusted funding target attainment per-
centage of such plan is not less than 100 per-
cent. 

‘‘(C) LIMITED PAYMENT IF PERCENTAGE AT 
LEAST 60 PERCENT BUT LESS THAN 80 PER-
CENT.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A defined benefit plan 
which is a single-employer plan shall provide 
that, in any case in which the plan’s ad-
justed funding target attainment percentage 
for a plan year is 60 percent or greater but 
less than 80 percent, the plan may not pay 
any prohibited payment after the valuation 
date for the plan year to the extent the 
amount of the payment exceeds the lesser 
of— 

‘‘(I) 50 percent of the amount of the pay-
ment which could be made without regard to 
this subsection, or 

‘‘(II) the present value (determined under 
guidance prescribed by the Pension Benefit 
Guaranty Corporation, using the interest 
and mortality assumptions under section 
205(g)) of the maximum guarantee with re-
spect to the participant under section 4022. 

‘‘(ii) ONE-TIME APPLICATION.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The plan shall also pro-

vide that only 1 prohibited payment meeting 
the requirements of clause (i) may be made 
with respect to any participant during any 
period of consecutive plan years to which the 
limitations under either subparagraph (A) or 
(B) or this subparagraph applies. 

‘‘(II) TREATMENT OF BENEFICIARIES.—For 
purposes of this clause, a participant and 
any beneficiary on his behalf (including an 
alternate payee, as defined in section 
206(d)(3)(K)) shall be treated as 1 participant. 
If the accrued benefit of a participant is allo-
cated to such an alternate payee and 1 or 
more other persons, the amount under clause 
(i) shall be allocated among such persons in 
the same manner as the accrued benefit is al-
located unless the qualified domestic rela-
tions order (as defined in section 
206(d)(3)(B)(i)) provides otherwise. 

‘‘(D) EXCEPTION.—This paragraph shall not 
apply to any plan for any plan year if the 
terms of such plan (as in effect for the period 
beginning on September 1, 2005, and ending 
with such plan year) provide for no benefit 
accruals with respect to any participant dur-
ing such period. 

‘‘(E) PROHIBITED PAYMENT.—For purpose of 
this paragraph, the term ‘prohibited pay-
ment’ means— 

‘‘(i) any payment, in excess of the monthly 
amount paid under a single life annuity (plus 
any social security supplements described in 
the last sentence of section 204(b)(1)(G)), to a 
participant or beneficiary whose annuity 
starting date (as defined in section 205(h)(2)) 
occurs during any period a limitation under 
subparagraph (A) or (B) is in effect, 

‘‘(ii) any payment for the purchase of an ir-
revocable commitment from an insurer to 
pay benefits, and 

‘‘(iii) any other payment specified by the 
Secretary of the Treasury by regulations. 

‘‘(4) LIMITATION ON BENEFIT ACCRUALS FOR 
PLANS WITH SEVERE FUNDING SHORTFALLS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A defined benefit plan 
which is a single-employer plan shall provide 
that, in any case in which the plan’s ad-
justed funding target attainment percentage 
for a plan year is less than 60 percent, ben-
efit accruals under the plan shall cease as of 
the valuation date for the plan year. 

‘‘(B) EXEMPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
cease to apply with respect to any plan year, 
effective as of the first day of the plan year, 
upon payment by the plan sponsor of a con-
tribution (in addition to any minimum re-

quired contribution under section 303) equal 
to the amount sufficient to result in an ad-
justed funding target attainment percentage 
of 60 percent. 

‘‘(5) RULES RELATING TO CONTRIBUTIONS RE-
QUIRED TO AVOID BENEFIT LIMITATIONS.— 

‘‘(A) SECURITY MAY BE PROVIDED.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sub-

section, the adjusted funding target attain-
ment percentage shall be determined by 
treating as an asset of the plan any security 
provided by a plan sponsor in a form meeting 
the requirements of clause (ii). 

‘‘(ii) FORM OF SECURITY.—The security re-
quired under clause (i) shall consist of— 

‘‘(I) a bond issued by a corporate surety 
company that is an acceptable surety for 
purposes of section 412 of this Act, 

‘‘(II) cash, or United States obligations 
which mature in 3 years or less, held in es-
crow by a bank or similar financial institu-
tion, or 

‘‘(III) such other form of security as is sat-
isfactory to the Secretary of the Treasury 
and the parties involved. 

‘‘(iii) ENFORCEMENT.—Any security pro-
vided under clause (i) may be perfected and 
enforced at any time after the earlier of— 

‘‘(I) the date on which the plan terminates, 
‘‘(II) if there is a failure to make a pay-

ment of the minimum required contribution 
for any plan year beginning after the secu-
rity is provided, the due date for the pay-
ment under section 303(j), or 

‘‘(III) if the adjusted funding target attain-
ment percentage is less than 60 percent for a 
consecutive period of 7 years, the valuation 
date for the last year in the period. 

‘‘(iv) RELEASE OF SECURITY.—The security 
shall be released (and any amounts there-
under shall be refunded together with any in-
terest accrued thereon) at such time as the 
Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe in 
regulations, including regulations for partial 
releases of the security by reason of in-
creases in the funding target attainment per-
centage. 

‘‘(B) PREFUNDING BALANCE OR FUNDING 
STANDARD CARRYOVER BALANCE MAY NOT BE 
USED.—No prefunding balance or funding 
standard carryover balance under section 
303(f) may be used under paragraph (1), (2), or 
(4) to satisfy any payment an employer may 
make under any such paragraph to avoid or 
terminate the application of any limitation 
under such paragraph. 

‘‘(C) DEEMED REDUCTION OF FUNDING BAL-
ANCES.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (iii), in 
any case in which a benefit limitation under 
paragraph (1), (2), (3), or (4) would (but for 
this subparagraph and determined without 
regard to paragraph (1)(B), (2)(B), or (4)(B)) 
apply to such plan for the plan year, the plan 
sponsor of such plan shall be treated for pur-
poses of this Act as having made an election 
under section 303(f) to reduce the prefunding 
balance or funding standard carryover bal-
ance by such amount as is necessary for such 
benefit limitation to not apply to the plan 
for such plan year. 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION FOR INSUFFICIENT FUNDING 
BALANCES.—Clause (i) shall not apply with 
respect to a benefit limitation for any plan 
year if the application of clause (i) would not 
result in the benefit limitation not applying 
for such plan year. 

‘‘(iii) RESTRICTIONS OF CERTAIN RULES TO 
COLLECTIVELY BARGAINED PLANS.—With re-
spect to any benefit limitation under para-
graph (1), (2), or (4), clause (i) shall only 
apply in the case of a plan maintained pursu-
ant to 1 or more collective bargaining agree-
ments between employee representatives and 
1 or more employers. 

‘‘(6) NEW PLANS.—Paragraphs (1), (2) and (4) 
shall not apply to a plan for the first 5 plan 
years of the plan. For purposes of this para-

graph, the reference in this paragraph to a 
plan shall include a reference to any prede-
cessor plan. 

‘‘(7) PRESUMED UNDERFUNDING FOR PUR-
POSES OF BENEFIT LIMITATIONS.— 

‘‘(A) PRESUMPTION OF CONTINUED UNDER-
FUNDING.—In any case in which a benefit lim-
itation under paragraph (1), (2), (3), or (4) has 
been applied to a plan with respect to the 
plan year preceding the current plan year, 
the adjusted funding target attainment per-
centage of the plan for the current plan year 
shall be presumed to be equal to the adjusted 
funding target attainment percentage of the 
plan for the preceding plan year until the en-
rolled actuary of the plan certifies the actual 
adjusted funding target attainment percent-
age of the plan for the current plan year. 

‘‘(B) PRESUMPTION OF UNDERFUNDING AFTER 
10TH MONTH.—In any case in which no certifi-
cation of the adjusted funding target attain-
ment percentage for the current plan year is 
made with respect to the plan before the 
first day of the 10th month of such year, for 
purposes of paragraphs (1), (2), (3), and (4), 
such first day shall be deemed, for purposes 
of such paragraph, to be the valuation date 
of the plan for the current plan year and the 
plan’s adjusted funding target attainment 
percentage shall be conclusively presumed to 
be less than 60 percent as of such first day. 

‘‘(C) PRESUMPTION OF UNDERFUNDING AFTER 
4TH MONTH FOR NEARLY UNDERFUNDED 
PLANS.—In any case in which— 

‘‘(i) a benefit limitation under paragraph 
(1), (2), (3), or (4) did not apply to a plan with 
respect to the plan year preceding the cur-
rent plan year, but the adjusted funding tar-
get attainment percentage of the plan for 
such preceding plan year was not more than 
10 percentage points greater than the per-
centage which would have caused such para-
graph to apply to the plan with respect to 
such preceding plan year, and 

‘‘(ii) as of the first day of the 4th month of 
the current plan year, the enrolled actuary 
of the plan has not certified the actual ad-
justed funding target attainment percentage 
of the plan for the current plan year, 

until the enrolled actuary so certifies, such 
first day shall be deemed, for purposes of 
such paragraph, to be the valuation date of 
the plan for the current plan year and the 
adjusted funding target attainment percent-
age of the plan as of such first day shall, for 
purposes of such paragraph, be presumed to 
be equal to 10 percentage points less than the 
adjusted funding target attainment percent-
age of the plan for such preceding plan year. 

‘‘(8) TREATMENT OF PLAN AS OF CLOSE OF 
PROHIBITED OR CESSATION PERIOD.—For pur-
poses of applying this part— 

‘‘(A) OPERATION OF PLAN AFTER PERIOD.— 
Unless the plan provides otherwise, pay-
ments and accruals will resume effective as 
of the day following the close of the period 
for which any limitation of payment or ac-
crual of benefits under paragraph (3) or (4) 
applies. 

‘‘(B) TREATMENT OF AFFECTED BENEFITS.— 
Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed 
as affecting the plan’s treatment of benefits 
which would have been paid or accrued but 
for this subsection. 

‘‘(9) TERMS RELATING TO FUNDING TARGET 
ATTAINMENT PERCENTAGE.—For purposes of 
this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘funding tar-
get attainment percentage’ has the same 
meaning given such term by section 303(d)(2). 

‘‘(B) ADJUSTED FUNDING TARGET ATTAIN-
MENT PERCENTAGE.—The term ‘adjusted fund-
ing target attainment percentage’ means the 
funding target attainment percentage which 
is determined under subparagraph (A) by in-
creasing each of the amounts under subpara-
graphs (A) and (B) of section 303(d)(2) by the 
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aggregate amount of purchases of annuities 
for employees other than highly com-
pensated employees (as defined in section 
414(q) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986) 
which were made by the plan during the pre-
ceding 2 plan years. 

‘‘(C) APPLICATION TO PLANS WHICH ARE 
FULLY FUNDED WITHOUT REGARD TO REDUC-
TIONS FOR FUNDING BALANCES.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a plan for 
any plan year, if the funding target attain-
ment percentage is 100 percent or more (de-
termined without regard to this subpara-
graph and without regard to the reduction in 
the value of assets under section 303(f)(4)), 
the funding target attainment percentage for 
purposes of subparagraphs (A) and (B) shall 
be determined without regard to such reduc-
tion. 

‘‘(ii) TRANSITION RULE.—Clause (i) shall be 
applied to plan years beginning after 2007 
and before 2011 by substituting for ‘100 per-
cent’ the applicable percentage determined 
in accordance with the following table: 
‘‘In the case of a plan 

year beginning in 
calendar year: 

The applicable 
percentage is 

2008 .................................................. 92 
2009 .................................................. 94 
2010 .................................................. 96. 

‘‘(iii) LIMITATION.—Clause (ii) shall not 
apply with respect to any plan year after 2008 
unless the funding target attainment per-
centage (determined without regard to this 
subparagraph) of the plan for each preceding 
plan year after 2007 was not less than the ap-
plicable percentage with respect to such pre-
ceding plan year determined under clause 
(ii). 

‘‘(10) SPECIAL RULE FOR 2008.—For purposes 
of this subsection, in the case of plan years 
beginning in 2008, the funding target attain-
ment percentage for the preceding plan year 
may be determined using such methods of es-
timation as the Secretary of the Treasury 
may provide.’’. 

(b) NOTICE REQUIREMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 101 of such Act (29 

U.S.C. 1021) is amended— 
(A) by redesignating subsection (j) as sub-

section (k); and 
(B) by inserting after subsection (i) the fol-

lowing new subsection: 
‘‘(j) NOTICE OF FUNDING-BASED LIMITATION 

ON CERTAIN FORMS OF DISTRIBUTION.—The 
plan administrator of a single-employer plan 
shall provide a written notice to plan par-
ticipants and beneficiaries within 30 days— 

‘‘(1) after the plan has become subject to a 
restriction described in paragraph (1) or (3) 
of section 206(g)), 

‘‘(2) in the case of a plan to which section 
206(g)(4) applies, after the valuation date for 
the plan year described in section 206(g)(4)(B) 
for which the plan’s adjusted funding target 
attainment percentage for the plan year is 
less than 60 percent (or, if earlier, the date 
such percentage is deemed to be less than 60 
percent under section 206(g)(7)), and 

‘‘(3) at such other time as may be deter-
mined by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
The notice required to be provided under this 
subsection shall be in writing, except that 
such notice may be in electronic or other 
form to the extent that such form is reason-
ably accessible to the recipient.’’. 

(2) ENFORCEMENT.—Section 502(c)(4) of such 
Act (29 U.S.C. 1132(c)(4)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘section 302(b)(7)(F)(iv)’’ and inserting 
‘‘section 101(j) or 302(b)(7)(F)(iv)’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to plan years begin-
ning after December 31, 2007. 

(2) COLLECTIVE BARGAINING EXCEPTION.—In 
the case of a plan maintained pursuant to 1 
or more collective bargaining agreements be-

tween employee representatives and 1 or 
more employers ratified before January 1, 
2008, the amendments made by this section 
shall not apply to plan years beginning be-
fore the earlier of— 

(A) the later of— 
(i) the date on which the last collective 

bargaining agreement relating to the plan 
terminates (determined without regard to 
any extension thereof agreed to after the 
date of the enactment of this Act), or 

(ii) the first day of the first plan year to 
which the amendments made by this sub-
section would (but for this subparagraph) 
apply, or 

(B) January 1, 2010. 

For purposes of subparagraph (A)(i), any plan 
amendment made pursuant to a collective 
bargaining agreement relating to the plan 
which amends the plan solely to conform to 
any requirement added by this section shall 
not be treated as a termination of such col-
lective bargaining agreement. 
SEC. 104. SPECIAL RULES FOR MULTIPLE EM-

PLOYER PLANS OF CERTAIN CO-
OPERATIVES. 

(a) GENERAL RULE.—Except as provided in 
this section, if a plan in existence on July 26, 
2005, was an eligible cooperative plan for its 
plan year which includes such date, the 
amendments made by this subtitle and sub-
title B shall not apply to plan years begin-
ning before the earlier of— 

(1) the first plan year for which the plan 
ceases to be an eligible cooperative plan, or 

(2) January 1, 2017. 
(b) INTEREST RATE.—In applying section 

302(b)(5)(B) of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974 and section 
412(b)(5)(B) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 (as in effect before the amendments 
made by this subtitle and subtitle B) to an 
eligible cooperative plan for plan years be-
ginning after December 31, 2007, and before 
the first plan year to which such amend-
ments apply, the third segment rate deter-
mined under section 303(h)(2)(C)(iii) of such 
Act and section 430(h)(2)(C)(iii) of such Code 
(as added by such amendments) shall be used 
in lieu of the interest rate otherwise used. 

(c) ELIGIBLE COOPERATIVE PLAN DEFINED.— 
For purposes of this section, a plan shall be 
treated as an eligible cooperative plan for a 
plan year if the plan is maintained by more 
than 1 employer and at least 85 percent of 
the employers are— 

(1) rural cooperatives (as defined in section 
401(k)(7)(B) of such Code without regard to 
clause (iv) thereof), or 

(2) organizations which are— 
(A) cooperative organizations described in 

section 1381(a) of such Code which are more 
than 50-percent owned by agricultural pro-
ducers or by cooperatives owned by agricul-
tural producers, or 

(B) more than 50-percent owned, or con-
trolled by, one or more cooperative organiza-
tions described in subparagraph (A). 
A plan shall also be treated as an eligible co-
operative plan for any plan year for which it 
is described in section 210(a) of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 and 
is maintained by a rural telephone coopera-
tive association described in section 
3(40)(B)(v) of such Act. 
SEC. 105. TEMPORARY RELIEF FOR CERTAIN 

PBGC SETTLEMENT PLANS. 
(a) GENERAL RULE.—Except as provided in 

this section, if a plan in existence on July 26, 
2005, was a PBGC settlement plan as of such 
date, the amendments made by this subtitle 
and subtitle B shall not apply to plan years 
beginning before January 1, 2014. 

(b) INTEREST RATE.—In applying section 
302(b)(5)(B) of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974 and section 
412(b)(5)(B) of the Internal Revenue Code of 

1986 (as in effect before the amendments 
made by this subtitle and subtitle B), to a 
PBGC settlement plan for plan years begin-
ning after December 31, 2007, and before Jan-
uary 1, 2014, the third segment rate deter-
mined under section 303(h)(2)(C)(iii) of such 
Act and section 430(h)(2)(C)(iii) of such Code 
(as added by such amendments) shall be used 
in lieu of the interest rate otherwise used. 

(c) PBGC SETTLEMENT PLAN.—For purposes 
of this section, the term ‘‘PBGC settlement 
plan’’ means a defined benefit plan (other 
than a multiemployer plan) to which section 
302 of such Act and section 412 of such Code 
apply and— 

(1) which was sponsored by an employer 
which was in bankruptcy, giving rise to a 
claim by the Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration of not greater than $150,000,000, and 
the sponsorship of which was assumed by an-
other employer that was not a member of 
the same controlled group as the bankrupt 
sponsor and the claim of the Pension Benefit 
Guaranty Corporation was settled or with-
drawn in connection with the assumption of 
the sponsorship, or 

(2) which, by agreement with the Pension 
Benefit Guaranty Corporation, was spun off 
from a plan subsequently terminated by such 
Corporation under section 4042 of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974. 
SEC. 106. SPECIAL RULES FOR PLANS OF CER-

TAIN GOVERNMENT CONTRACTORS. 
(a) GENERAL RULE.—Except as provided in 

this section, if a plan is an eligible govern-
ment contractor plan, this subtitle and sub-
title B shall not apply to plan years begin-
ning before the earliest of— 

(1) the first plan year for which the plan 
ceases to be an eligible government con-
tractor plan, 

(2) the effective date of the Cost Account-
ing Standards Pension Harmonization Rule, 
or 

(3) January 1, 2011. 
(b) INTEREST RATE.—In applying section 

302(b)(5)(B) of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974 and section 
412(b)(5)(B) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 (as in effect before the amendments 
made by this subtitle and subtitle B) to an 
eligible government contractor plan for plan 
years beginning after December 31, 2007, and 
before the first plan year to which such 
amendments apply, the third segment rate 
determined under section 303(h)(2)(C)(iii) of 
such Act and section 430(h)(2)(C)(iii) of such 
Code (as added by such amendments) shall be 
used in lieu of the interest rate otherwise 
used. 

(c) ELIGIBLE GOVERNMENT CONTRACTOR 
PLAN DEFINED.—For purposes of this section, 
a plan shall be treated as an eligible govern-
ment contractor plan if it is maintained by 
a corporation or a member of the same affili-
ated group (as defined by section 1504(a) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986), whose 
primary source of revenue is derived from 
business performed under contracts with the 
United States that are subject to the Federal 
Acquisition Regulations (Chapter 1 of Title 
48, C.F.R.) and that are also subject to the 
Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Sup-
plement (Chapter 2 of Title 48, C.F.R.), and 
whose revenue derived from such business in 
the previous fiscal year exceeded 
$5,000,000,000, and whose pension plan costs 
that are assignable under those contracts are 
subject to sections 412 and 413 of the Cost Ac-
counting Standards (48 C.F.R. 9904.412 and 
9904.413). 

(d) COST ACCOUNTING STANDARDS PENSION 
HARMONIZATION RULE.—The Cost Accounting 
Standards Board shall review and revise sec-
tions 412 and 413 of the Cost Accounting 
Standards (48 C.F.R. 9904.412 and 9904.413) to 
harmonize the minimum required contribu-
tion under the Employee Retirement Income 
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Security Act of 1974 of eligible government 
contractor plans and government reimburs-
able pension plan costs not later than Janu-
ary 1, 2010. Any final rule adopted by the 
Cost Accounting Standards Board shall be 
deemed the Cost Accounting Standards Pen-
sion Harmonization Rule. 
SEC. 107. TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-

MENTS. 
(a) MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS TO TITLE 

I.—Subtitle B of title I of such Act (29 U.S.C. 
1021 et seq.) is amended— 

(1) in section 101(d)(3), by striking ‘‘section 
302(e)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 303(j)’’; 

(2) in section 103(d)(8)(B), by striking ‘‘the 
requirements of section 302(c)(3)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘the applicable requirements of sections 
303(h) and 304(c)(3)’’; 

(3) in section 103(d), by striking paragraph 
(11) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(11) If the current value of the assets of 
the plan is less than 70 percent of— 

‘‘(A) in the case of a single-employer plan, 
the funding target (as defined in section 
303(d)(1)) of the plan, or 

‘‘(B) in the case of a multiemployer plan, 
the current liability (as defined in section 
304(c)(6)(D)) under the plan, 

the percentage which such value is of the 
amount described in subparagraph (A) or 
(B).’’; 

(4) in section 203(a)(3)(C), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 302(c)(8)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
302(d)(2)’’; 

(5) in section 204(g)(1), by striking ‘‘section 
302(c)(8)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 302(d)(2)’’; 

(6) in section 204(i)(2)(B), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 302(c)(8)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
302(d)(2)’’; 

(7) in section 204(i)(3), by striking ‘‘funded 
current liability percentage (within the 
meaning of section 302(d)(8) of this Act)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘funding target attainment per-
centage (as defined in section 303(d)(2))’’; 

(8) in section 204(i)(4), by striking ‘‘section 
302(c)(11)(A), without regard to section 
302(c)(11)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 302(b)(1), 
without regard to section 302(b)(2)’’; 

(9) in section 206(e)(1), by striking ‘‘section 
302(d)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 303(j)(4)’’, and 
by striking ‘‘section 302(e)(5)’’ and inserting 
‘‘section 303(j)(4)(E)(i)’’; 

(10) in section 206(e)(3), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 302(e) by reason of paragraph (5)(A) 
thereof’’ and inserting ‘‘section 303(j)(3) by 
reason of section 303(j)(4)(A)’’; and 

(11) in sections 101(e)(3), 403(c)(1), and 
408(b)(13), by striking ‘‘American Jobs Cre-
ation Act of 2004’’ and inserting ‘‘Pension 
Protection Act of 2006’’. 

(b) MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS TO TITLE 
IV.—Title IV of such Act is amended— 

(1) in section 4001(a)(13) (29 U.S.C. 
1301(a)(13)), by striking ‘‘302(c)(11)(A)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘302(b)(1)’’, by striking 
‘‘412(c)(11)(A)’’ and inserting ‘‘412(b)(1)’’, by 
striking ‘‘302(c)(11)(B)’’ and inserting 
‘‘302(b)(2)’’, and by striking ‘‘412(c)(11)(B)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘412(b)(2)’’; 

(2) in section 4003(e)(1) (29 U.S.C. 1303(e)(1)), 
by striking ‘‘302(f)(1)(A) and (B)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘303(k)(1)(A) and (B)’’, and by striking 
‘‘412(n)(1)(A) and (B)’’ and inserting 
‘‘430(k)(1)(A) and (B)’’; 

(3) in section 4010(b)(2) (29 U.S.C. 1310(b)(2)), 
by striking ‘‘302(f)(1)(A) and (B)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘303(k)(1)(A) and (B)’’, and by striking 
‘‘412(n)(1)(A) and (B)’’ and inserting 
‘‘430(k)(1)(A) and (B)’’; 

(4) in section 4062(c) (29 U.S.C. 1362(c)), by 
striking paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(1) the sum of the shortfall amortization 
charge (within the meaning of section 
303(c)(1) of this Act and 430(d)(1) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986) with respect to the 
plan (if any) for the plan year in which the 

termination date occurs, plus the aggregate 
total of shortfall amortization installments 
(if any) determined for succeeding plan years 
under section 303(c)(2) of this Act and section 
430(d)(2) of such Code (which, for purposes of 
this subparagraph, shall include any increase 
in such sum which would result if all appli-
cations for waivers of the minimum funding 
standard under section 302(c) of this Act and 
section 412(c) of such Code which are pending 
with respect to such plan were denied and if 
no additional contributions (other than 
those already made by the termination date) 
were made for the plan year in which the ter-
mination date occurs or for any previous 
plan year), and 

‘‘(2) the sum of the waiver amortization 
charge (within the meaning of section 
303(e)(1) of this Act and 430(e)(1) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986) with respect to the 
plan (if any) for the plan year in which the 
termination date occurs, plus the aggregate 
total of waiver amortization installments (if 
any) determined for succeeding plan years 
under section 303(e)(2) of this Act and section 
430(e)(2) of such Code,’’; 

(5) in section 4071 (29 U.S.C. 1371), by strik-
ing ‘‘302(f)(4)’’ and inserting ‘‘303(k)(4)’’; 

(6) in section 4243(a)(1)(B) (29 U.S.C. 
1423(a)(1)(B)), by striking ‘‘302(a)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘304(a)’’, and, in clause (i), by striking 
‘‘302(a)’’ and inserting ‘‘304(a)’’; 

(7) in section 4243(f)(1) (29 U.S.C. 1423(f)(1)), 
by striking ‘‘303(a)’’ and inserting ‘‘302(c)’’; 

(8) in section 4243(f)(2) (29 U.S.C. 1423(f)(2)), 
by striking ‘‘303(c)’’ and inserting ‘‘302(c)(3)’’; 
and 

(9) in section 4243(g) (29 U.S.C. 1423(g)), by 
striking ‘‘302(c)(3)’’ and inserting ‘‘304(c)(3)’’. 

(c) AMENDMENTS TO REORGANIZATION PLAN 
NO. 4 OF 1978.—Section 106(b)(ii) of Reorga-
nization Plan No. 4 of 1978 (ratified and af-
firmed as law by Public Law 98–532 (98 Stat. 
2705)) is amended by striking ‘‘302(c)(8)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘302(d)(2)’’, by striking ‘‘304(a) and 
(b)(2)(A)’’ and inserting ‘‘304(d)(1), (d)(2), and 
(e)(2)(A)’’, and by striking ‘‘412(c)(8), (e), and 
(f)(2)(A)’’ and inserting ‘‘412(c)(2) and 
431(d)(1), (d)(2), and (e)(2)(A)’’. 

(d) REPEAL OF EXPIRED AUTHORITY FOR 
TEMPORARY VARIANCES.—Section 207 of such 
Act (29 U.S.C. 1057) is repealed. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to plan 
years beginning after 2007. 
Subtitle B—Amendments to Internal Revenue 

Code of 1986 
SEC. 111. MINIMUM FUNDING STANDARDS. 

(a) NEW MINIMUM FUNDING STANDARDS.— 
Section 412 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 (relating to minimum funding stand-
ards) is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 412. MINIMUM FUNDING STANDARDS. 

‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT TO MEET MINIMUM FUND-
ING STANDARD.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A plan to which this sec-
tion applies shall satisfy the minimum fund-
ing standard applicable to the plan for any 
plan year. 

‘‘(2) MINIMUM FUNDING STANDARD.—For pur-
poses of paragraph (1), a plan shall be treated 
as satisfying the minimum funding standard 
for a plan year if— 

‘‘(A) in the case of a defined benefit plan 
which is not a multiemployer plan, the em-
ployer makes contributions to or under the 
plan for the plan year which, in the aggre-
gate, are not less than the minimum re-
quired contribution determined under sec-
tion 430 for the plan for the plan year, 

‘‘(B) in the case of a money purchase plan 
which is not a multiemployer plan, the em-
ployer makes contributions to or under the 
plan for the plan year which are required 
under the terms of the plan, and 

‘‘(C) in the case of a multiemployer plan, 
the employers make contributions to or 

under the plan for any plan year which, in 
the aggregate, are sufficient to ensure that 
the plan does not have an accumulated fund-
ing deficiency under section 431 as of the end 
of the plan year. 

‘‘(b) LIABILITY FOR CONTRIBUTIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amount of any contribu-
tion required by this section (including any 
required installments under paragraphs (3) 
and (4) of section 430(j)) shall be paid by the 
employer responsible for making contribu-
tions to or under the plan. 

‘‘(2) JOINT AND SEVERAL LIABILITY WHERE 
EMPLOYER MEMBER OF CONTROLLED GROUP.—If 
the employer referred to in paragraph (1) is 
a member of a controlled group, each mem-
ber of such group shall be jointly and sever-
ally liable for payment of such contribu-
tions. 

‘‘(c) VARIANCE FROM MINIMUM FUNDING 
STANDARDS.— 

‘‘(1) WAIVER IN CASE OF BUSINESS HARD-
SHIP.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If— 
‘‘(i) an employer is (or in the case of a mul-

tiemployer plan, 10 percent or more of the 
number of employers contributing to or 
under the plan is) unable to satisfy the min-
imum funding standard for a plan year with-
out temporary substantial business hardship 
(substantial business hardship in the case of 
a multiemployer plan), and 

‘‘(ii) application of the standard would be 
adverse to the interests of plan participants 
in the aggregate, 

the Secretary may, subject to subparagraph 
(C), waive the requirements of subsection (a) 
for such year with respect to all or any por-
tion of the minimum funding standard. The 
Secretary shall not waive the minimum 
funding standard with respect to a plan for 
more than 3 of any 15 (5 of any 15 in the case 
of a multiemployer plan) consecutive plan 
years 

‘‘(B) EFFECTS OF WAIVER.—If a waiver is 
granted under subparagraph (A) for any plan 
year— 

‘‘(i) in the case of a defined benefit plan 
which is not a multiemployer plan, the min-
imum required contribution under section 
430 for the plan year shall be reduced by the 
amount of the waived funding deficiency and 
such amount shall be amortized as required 
under section 430(e), and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a multiemployer plan, 
the funding standard account shall be cred-
ited under section 431(b)(3)(C) with the 
amount of the waived funding deficiency and 
such amount shall be amortized as required 
under section 431(b)(2)(C). 

‘‘(C) WAIVER OF AMORTIZED PORTION NOT AL-
LOWED.—The Secretary may not waive under 
subparagraph (A) any portion of the min-
imum funding standard under subsection (a) 
for a plan year which is attributable to any 
waived funding deficiency for any preceding 
plan year. 

‘‘(2) DETERMINATION OF BUSINESS HARD-
SHIP.—For purposes of this subsection, the 
factors taken into account in determining 
temporary substantial business hardship 
(substantial business hardship in the case of 
a multiemployer plan) shall include (but 
shall not be limited to) whether or not— 

‘‘(A) the employer is operating at an eco-
nomic loss, 

‘‘(B) there is substantial unemployment or 
underemployment in the trade or business 
and in the industry concerned, 

‘‘(C) the sales and profits of the industry 
concerned are depressed or declining, and 

‘‘(D) it is reasonable to expect that the 
plan will be continued only if the waiver is 
granted. 
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‘‘(3) WAIVED FUNDING DEFICIENCY.—For pur-

poses of this section and part III of this sub-
chapter, the term ‘waived funding defi-
ciency’ means the portion of the minimum 
funding standard under subsection (a) (deter-
mined without regard to the waiver) for a 
plan year waived by the Secretary and not 
satisfied by employer contributions. 

‘‘(4) SECURITY FOR WAIVERS FOR SINGLE-EM-
PLOYER PLANS, CONSULTATIONS.— 

‘‘(A) SECURITY MAY BE REQUIRED.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (C), the Secretary may require 
an employer maintaining a defined benefit 
plan which is a single-employer plan (within 
the meaning of section 4001(a)(15) of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974) to provide security to such plan as a 
condition for granting or modifying a waiver 
under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(ii) SPECIAL RULES.—Any security pro-
vided under clause (i) may be perfected and 
enforced only by the Pension Benefit Guar-
anty Corporation, or at the direction of the 
Corporation, by a contributing sponsor 
(within the meaning of section 4001(a)(13) of 
the Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974), or a member of such sponsor’s 
controlled group (within the meaning of sec-
tion 4001(a)(14) of such Act). 

‘‘(B) CONSULTATION WITH THE PENSION BEN-
EFIT GUARANTY CORPORATION.—Except as pro-
vided in subparagraph (C), the Secretary 
shall, before granting or modifying a waiver 
under this subsection with respect to a plan 
described in subparagraph (A)(i)— 

‘‘(i) provide the Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation with— 

‘‘(I) notice of the completed application for 
any waiver or modification, and 

‘‘(II) an opportunity to comment on such 
application within 30 days after receipt of 
such notice, and 

‘‘(ii) consider— 
‘‘(I) any comments of the Corporation 

under clause (i)(II), and 
‘‘(II) any views of any employee organiza-

tion (within the meaning of section 3(4) of 
the Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974) representing participants in the 
plan which are submitted in writing to the 
Secretary in connection with such applica-
tion. 

Information provided to the Corporation 
under this subparagraph shall be considered 
tax return information and subject to the 
safeguarding and reporting requirements of 
section 6103(p). 

‘‘(C) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN WAIVERS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The preceding provisions 

of this paragraph shall not apply to any plan 
with respect to which the sum of— 

‘‘(I) the aggregate unpaid minimum re-
quired contributions (within the meaning of 
section 4971(c)(4)) for the plan year and all 
preceding plan years, and 

‘‘(II) the present value of all waiver amor-
tization installments determined for the 
plan year and succeeding plan years under 
section 430(e)(2), 

is less than $1,000,000. 
‘‘(ii) TREATMENT OF WAIVERS FOR WHICH AP-

PLICATIONS ARE PENDING.—The amount de-
scribed in clause (i)(I) shall include any in-
crease in such amount which would result if 
all applications for waivers of the minimum 
funding standard under this subsection 
which are pending with respect to such plan 
were denied. 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULES FOR SINGLE-EMPLOYER 
PLANS.— 

‘‘(A) APPLICATION MUST BE SUBMITTED BE-
FORE DATE 21⁄2 MONTHS AFTER CLOSE OF 
YEAR.—In the case of a defined benefit plan 
which is not a multiemployer plan, no waiv-
er may be granted under this subsection with 
respect to any plan for any plan year unless 

an application therefor is submitted to the 
Secretary not later than the 15th day of the 
3rd month beginning after the close of such 
plan year. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULE IF EMPLOYER IS MEMBER 
OF CONTROLLED GROUP.—In the case of a de-
fined benefit plan which is not a multiem-
ployer plan, if an employer is a member of a 
controlled group, the temporary substantial 
business hardship requirements of paragraph 
(1) shall be treated as met only if such re-
quirements are met— 

‘‘(i) with respect to such employer, and 
‘‘(ii) with respect to the controlled group 

of which such employer is a member (deter-
mined by treating all members of such group 
as a single employer). 

The Secretary may provide that an analysis 
of a trade or business or industry of a mem-
ber need not be conducted if the Secretary 
determines such analysis is not necessary be-
cause the taking into account of such mem-
ber would not significantly affect the deter-
mination under this paragraph. 

‘‘(6) ADVANCE NOTICE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall, be-

fore granting a waiver under this subsection, 
require each applicant to provide evidence 
satisfactory to the Secretary that the appli-
cant has provided notice of the filing of the 
application for such waiver to each affected 
party (as defined in section 4001(a)(21) of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974). Such notice shall include a descrip-
tion of the extent to which the plan is funded 
for benefits which are guaranteed under title 
IV of the Employee Retirement Income Se-
curity Act of 1974 and for benefit liabilities. 

‘‘(B) CONSIDERATION OF RELEVANT INFORMA-
TION.—The Secretary shall consider any rel-
evant information provided by a person to 
whom notice was given under subparagraph 
(A). 

‘‘(7) RESTRICTION ON PLAN AMENDMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—No amendment of a plan 

which increases the liabilities of the plan by 
reason of any increase in benefits, any 
change in the accrual of benefits, or any 
change in the rate at which benefits become 
nonforfeitable under the plan shall be adopt-
ed if a waiver under this subsection or an ex-
tension of time under section 431(d) is in ef-
fect with respect to the plan, or if a plan 
amendment described in subsection (d)(2) has 
been made at any time in the preceding 12 
months (24 months in the case of a multiem-
ployer plan). If a plan is amended in viola-
tion of the preceding sentence, any such 
waiver, or extension of time, shall not apply 
to any plan year ending on or after the date 
on which such amendment is adopted. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
not apply to any plan amendment which— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary determines to be reason-
able and which provides for only de minimis 
increases in the liabilities of the plan, 

‘‘(ii) only repeals an amendment described 
in subsection (d)(2), or 

‘‘(iii) is required as a condition of quali-
fication under part I of subchapter D, of 
chapter 1. 

‘‘(d) MISCELLANEOUS RULES.— 
‘‘(1) CHANGE IN METHOD OR YEAR.—If the 

funding method, the valuation date, or a 
plan year for a plan is changed, the change 
shall take effect only if approved by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(2) CERTAIN RETROACTIVE PLAN AMEND-
MENTS.—For purposes of this section, any 
amendment applying to a plan year which— 

‘‘(A) is adopted after the close of such plan 
year but no later than 21⁄2 months after the 
close of the plan year (or, in the case of a 
multiemployer plan, no later than 2 years 
after the close of such plan year), 

‘‘(B) does not reduce the accrued benefit of 
any participant determined as of the begin-

ning of the first plan year to which the 
amendment applies, and 

‘‘(C) does not reduce the accrued benefit of 
any participant determined as of the time of 
adoption except to the extent required by 
the circumstances, 
shall, at the election of the plan adminis-
trator, be deemed to have been made on the 
first day of such plan year. No amendment 
described in this paragraph which reduces 
the accrued benefits of any participant shall 
take effect unless the plan administrator 
files a notice with the Secretary notifying 
him of such amendment and the Secretary 
has approved such amendment, or within 90 
days after the date on which such notice was 
filed, failed to disapprove such amendment. 
No amendment described in this subsection 
shall be approved by the Secretary unless 
the Secretary determines that such amend-
ment is necessary because of a temporary 
substantial business hardship (as determined 
under subsection (c)(2)) or a substantial busi-
ness hardship (as so determined) in the case 
of a multiemployer plan and that a waiver 
under subsection (c) (or, in the case of a mul-
tiemployer plan, any extension of the amor-
tization period under section 431(d)) is un-
available or inadequate. 

‘‘(3) CONTROLLED GROUP.—For purposes of 
this section, the term ‘controlled group’ 
means any group treated as a single em-
ployer under subsection (b), (c), (m), or (o) of 
section 414. 

‘‘(e) PLANS TO WHICH SECTION APPLIES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraphs (2) and (4), this section applies to 
a plan if, for any plan year beginning on or 
after the effective date of this section for 
such plan under the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974— 

‘‘(A) such plan included a trust which 
qualified (or was determined by the Sec-
retary to have qualified) under section 401(a), 
or 

‘‘(B) such plan satisfied (or was determined 
by the Secretary to have satisfied) the re-
quirements of section 403(a). 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTIONS.—This section shall not 
apply to— 

‘‘(A) any profit-sharing or stock bonus 
plan, 

‘‘(B) any insurance contract plan described 
in paragraph (3), 

‘‘(C) any governmental plan (within the 
meaning of section 414(d)), 

‘‘(D) any church plan (within the meaning 
of section 414(e)) with respect to which the 
election provided by section 410(d) has not 
been made, 

‘‘(E) any plan which has not, at any time 
after September 2, 1974, provided for em-
ployer contributions, or 

‘‘(F) any plan established and maintained 
by a society, order, or association described 
in section 501(c)(8) or (9), if no part of the 
contributions to or under such plan are made 
by employers of participants in such plan. 

No plan described in subparagraph (C), (D), 
or (F) shall be treated as a qualified plan for 
purposes of section 401(a) unless such plan 
meets the requirements of section 401(a)(7) as 
in effect on September 1, 1974. 

‘‘(3) CERTAIN INSURANCE CONTRACT PLANS.— 
A plan is described in this paragraph if— 

‘‘(A) the plan is funded exclusively by the 
purchase of individual insurance contracts, 

‘‘(B) such contracts provide for level an-
nual premium payments to be paid extending 
not later than the retirement age for each 
individual participating in the plan, and 
commencing with the date the individual be-
came a participant in the plan (or, in the 
case of an increase in benefits, commencing 
at the time such increase becomes effective), 

‘‘(C) benefits provided by the plan are 
equal to the benefits provided under each 
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contract at normal retirement age under the 
plan and are guaranteed by an insurance car-
rier (licensed under the laws of a State to do 
business with the plan) to the extent pre-
miums have been paid, 

‘‘(D) premiums payable for the plan year, 
and all prior plan years, under such con-
tracts have been paid before lapse or there is 
reinstatement of the policy, 

‘‘(E) no rights under such contracts have 
been subject to a security interest at any 
time during the plan year, and 

‘‘(F) no policy loans are outstanding at any 
time during the plan year. 

A plan funded exclusively by the purchase of 
group insurance contracts which is deter-
mined under regulations prescribed by the 
Secretary to have the same characteristics 
as contracts described in the preceding sen-
tence shall be treated as a plan described in 
this paragraph. 

‘‘(4) CERTAIN TERMINATED MULTIEMPLOYER 
PLANS.—This section applies with respect to 
a terminated multiemployer plan to which 
section 4021 of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974 applies until the 
last day of the plan year in which the plan 
terminates (within the meaning of section 
4041A(a)(2) of such Act).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to plan 
years beginning after December 31, 2007. 
SEC. 112. FUNDING RULES FOR SINGLE-EM-

PLOYER DEFINED BENEFIT PENSION 
PLANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter D of chapter 1 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relat-
ing to deferred compensation, etc.) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new 
part: 
‘‘PART III—MINIMUM FUNDING STAND-

ARDS FOR SINGLE-EMPLOYER DEFINED 
BENEFIT PENSION PLANS 

‘‘SEC. 430. MINIMUM FUNDING STANDARDS FOR 
SINGLE-EMPLOYER DEFINED BEN-
EFIT PENSION PLANS. 

‘‘(a) MINIMUM REQUIRED CONTRIBUTION.— 
For purposes of this section and section 
412(a)(2)(A), except as provided in subsection 
(f), the term ‘minimum required contribu-
tion’ means, with respect to any plan year of 
a defined benefit plan which is not a multi-
employer plan— 

‘‘(1) in any case in which the value of plan 
assets of the plan (as reduced under sub-
section (f)(4)(B)) is less than the funding tar-
get of the plan for the plan year, the sum 
of— 

‘‘(A) the target normal cost of the plan for 
the plan year, 

‘‘(B) the shortfall amortization charge (if 
any) for the plan for the plan year deter-
mined under subsection (c), and 

‘‘(C) the waiver amortization charge (if 
any) for the plan for the plan year as deter-
mined under subsection (e); 

‘‘(2) in any case in which the value of plan 
assets of the plan (as reduced under sub-
section (f)(4)(B)) equals or exceeds the fund-
ing target of the plan for the plan year, the 
target normal cost of the plan for the plan 
year reduced (but not below zero) by such ex-
cess. 

‘‘(b) TARGET NORMAL COST.—For purposes 
of this section, except as provided in sub-
section (i)(2) with respect to plans in at-risk 
status, the term ‘target normal cost’ means, 
for any plan year, the present value of all 
benefits which are expected to accrue or to 
be earned under the plan during the plan 
year. For purposes of this subsection, if any 
benefit attributable to services performed in 
a preceding plan year is increased by reason 
of any increase in compensation during the 
current plan year, the increase in such ben-
efit shall be treated as having accrued during 
the current plan year. 

‘‘(c) SHORTFALL AMORTIZATION CHARGE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-

tion, the shortfall amortization charge for a 
plan for any plan year is the aggregate total 
(not less than zero) of the shortfall amortiza-
tion installments for such plan year with re-
spect to the shortfall amortization bases for 
such plan year and each of the 6 preceding 
plan years. 

‘‘(2) SHORTFALL AMORTIZATION INSTALL-
MENT.—For purposes of paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) DETERMINATION.—The shortfall amor-
tization installments are the amounts nec-
essary to amortize the shortfall amortiza-
tion base of the plan for any plan year in 
level annual installments over the 7-plan- 
year period beginning with such plan year. 

‘‘(B) SHORTFALL INSTALLMENT.—The short-
fall amortization installment for any plan 
year in the 7-plan-year period under subpara-
graph (A) with respect to any shortfall amor-
tization base is the annual installment de-
termined under subparagraph (A) for that 
year for that base. 

‘‘(C) SEGMENT RATES.—In determining any 
shortfall amortization installment under 
this paragraph, the plan sponsor shall use 
the segment rates determined under subpara-
graph (C) of subsection (h)(2), applied under 
rules similar to the rules of subparagraph (B) 
of subsection (h)(2). 

‘‘(3) SHORTFALL AMORTIZATION BASE.—For 
purposes of this section, the shortfall amor-
tization base of a plan for a plan year is— 

‘‘(A) the funding shortfall of such plan for 
such plan year, minus 

‘‘(B) the present value (determined using 
the segment rates determined under subpara-
graph (C) of subsection (h)(2), applied under 
rules similar to the rules of subparagraph (B) 
of subsection (h)(2)) of the aggregate total of 
the shortfall amortization installments and 
waiver amortization installments which 
have been determined for such plan year and 
any succeeding plan year with respect to the 
shortfall amortization bases and waiver am-
ortization bases of the plan for any plan year 
preceding such plan year. 

‘‘(4) FUNDING SHORTFALL.—For purposes of 
this section, the funding shortfall of a plan 
for any plan year is the excess (if any) of— 

‘‘(A) the funding target of the plan for the 
plan year, over 

‘‘(B) the value of plan assets of the plan (as 
reduced under subsection (f)(4)(B)) for the 
plan year which are held by the plan on the 
valuation date. 

‘‘(5) EXEMPTION FROM NEW SHORTFALL AM-
ORTIZATION BASE.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which the 
value of plan assets of the plan (as reduced 
under subsection (f)(4)(A)) is equal to or 
greater than the funding target of the plan 
for the plan year, the shortfall amortization 
base of the plan for such plan year shall be 
zero. 

‘‘(B) TRANSITION RULE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clauses (iii) and (iv), in the case of plan years 
beginning after 2007 and before 2011, only the 
applicable percentage of the funding target 
shall be taken into account under paragraph 
(3)(A) in determining the funding shortfall 
for the plan year for purposes of subpara-
graph (A). 

‘‘(ii) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of subparagraph (A), the applicable 
percentage shall be determined in accord-
ance with the following table: 
‘‘In the case of a plan 

year beginning in 
calendar year: 

The applicable 
percentage is 

2008 .................................................. 92
2009 .................................................. 94
2010 .................................................. 96. 

‘‘(iii) LIMITATION.—Clause (i) shall not 
apply with respect to any plan year after 2008 

unless the shortfall amortization base for 
each of the preceding years beginning after 
2007 was zero (determined after application 
of this subparagraph). 

‘‘(iv) TRANSITION RELIEF NOT AVAILABLE FOR 
NEW OR DEFICIT REDUCTION PLANS.—Clause (i) 
shall not apply to a plan— 

‘‘(I) which was not in effect for a plan year 
beginning in 2007, or 

‘‘(II) which was in effect for a plan year be-
ginning in 2007 and which was subject to sec-
tion 412(l) (as in effect for plan years begin-
ning in 2007), determined after the applica-
tion of paragraphs (6) and (9) thereof. 

‘‘(6) EARLY DEEMED AMORTIZATION UPON AT-
TAINMENT OF FUNDING TARGET.—In any case 
in which the funding shortfall of a plan for a 
plan year is zero, for purposes of determining 
the shortfall amortization charge for such 
plan year and succeeding plan years, the 
shortfall amortization bases for all preceding 
plan years (and all shortfall amortization in-
stallments determined with respect to such 
bases) shall be reduced to zero. 

‘‘(d) RULES RELATING TO FUNDING TAR-
GET.—For purposes of this section— 

‘‘(1) FUNDING TARGET.—Except as provided 
in subsection (i)(1) with respect to plans in 
at-risk status, the funding target of a plan 
for a plan year is the present value of all 
benefits accrued or earned under the plan as 
of the beginning of the plan year. 

‘‘(2) FUNDING TARGET ATTAINMENT PERCENT-
AGE.—The ‘funding target attainment per-
centage’ of a plan for a plan year is the ratio 
(expressed as a percentage) which— 

‘‘(A) the value of plan assets for the plan 
year (as reduced under subsection (f)(4)(B)), 
bears to 

‘‘(B) the funding target of the plan for the 
plan year (determined without regard to sub-
section (i)(1)). 

‘‘(e) WAIVER AMORTIZATION CHARGE.— 
‘‘(1) DETERMINATION OF WAIVER AMORTIZA-

TION CHARGE.—The waiver amortization 
charge (if any) for a plan for any plan year 
is the aggregate total of the waiver amorti-
zation installments for such plan year with 
respect to the waiver amortization bases for 
each of the 5 preceding plan years. 

‘‘(2) WAIVER AMORTIZATION INSTALLMENT.— 
For purposes of paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) DETERMINATION.—The waiver amorti-
zation installments are the amounts nec-
essary to amortize the waiver amortization 
base of the plan for any plan year in level an-
nual installments over a period of 5 plan 
years beginning with the succeeding plan 
year. 

‘‘(B) WAIVER INSTALLMENT.—The waiver 
amortization installment for any plan year 
in the 5-year period under subparagraph (A) 
with respect to any waiver amortization base 
is the annual installment determined under 
subparagraph (A) for that year for that base. 

‘‘(3) INTEREST RATE.—In determining any 
waiver amortization installment under this 
subsection, the plan sponsor shall use the 
segment rates determined under subpara-
graph (C) of subsection (h)(2), applied under 
rules similar to the rules of subparagraph (B) 
of subsection (h)(2). 

‘‘(4) WAIVER AMORTIZATION BASE.—The 
waiver amortization base of a plan for a plan 
year is the amount of the waived funding de-
ficiency (if any) for such plan year under sec-
tion 412(c). 

‘‘(5) EARLY DEEMED AMORTIZATION UPON AT-
TAINMENT OF FUNDING TARGET.—In any case 
in which the funding shortfall of a plan for a 
plan year is zero, for purposes of determining 
the waiver amortization charge for such plan 
year and succeeding plan years, the waiver 
amortization bases for all preceding plan 
years (and all waiver amortization install-
ments determined with respect to such 
bases) shall be reduced to zero. 
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‘‘(f) REDUCTION OF MINIMUM REQUIRED CON-

TRIBUTION BY PREFUNDING BALANCE AND 
FUNDING STANDARD CARRYOVER BALANCE.— 

‘‘(1) ELECTION TO MAINTAIN BALANCES.— 
‘‘(A) PREFUNDING BALANCE.—The plan spon-

sor of a defined benefit plan which is not a 
multiemployer plan may elect to maintain a 
prefunding balance. 

‘‘(B) FUNDING STANDARD CARRYOVER BAL-
ANCE.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a defined 
benefit plan (other than a multiemployer 
plan) described in clause (ii), the plan spon-
sor may elect to maintain a funding stand-
ard carryover balance, until such balance is 
reduced to zero. 

‘‘(ii) PLANS MAINTAINING FUNDING STANDARD 
ACCOUNT IN 2007.—A plan is described in this 
clause if the plan— 

‘‘(I) was in effect for a plan year beginning 
in 2007, and 

‘‘(II) had a positive balance in the funding 
standard account under section 412(b) as in 
effect for such plan year and determined as 
of the end of such plan year. 

‘‘(2) APPLICATION OF BALANCES.—A 
prefunding balance and a funding standard 
carryover balance maintained pursuant to 
this paragraph— 

‘‘(A) shall be available for crediting 
against the minimum required contribution, 
pursuant to an election under paragraph (3), 

‘‘(B) shall be applied as a reduction in the 
amount treated as the value of plan assets 
for purposes of this section, to the extent 
provided in paragraph (4), and 

‘‘(C) may be reduced at any time, pursuant 
to an election under paragraph (5). 

‘‘(3) ELECTION TO APPLY BALANCES AGAINST 
MINIMUM REQUIRED CONTRIBUTION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subparagraphs (B) and (C), in the case of any 
plan year in which the plan sponsor elects to 
credit against the minimum required con-
tribution for the current plan year all or a 
portion of the prefunding balance or the 
funding standard carryover balance for the 
current plan year (not in excess of such min-
imum required contribution), the minimum 
required contribution for the plan year shall 
be reduced as of the first day of the plan year 
by the amount so credited by the plan spon-
sor as of the first day of the plan year. For 
purposes of the preceding sentence, the min-
imum required contribution shall be deter-
mined after taking into account any waiver 
under section 412(c). 

‘‘(B) COORDINATION WITH FUNDING STANDARD 
CARRYOVER BALANCE.—To the extent that 
any plan has a funding standard carryover 
balance greater than zero, no amount of the 
prefunding balance of such plan may be cred-
ited under this paragraph in reducing the 
minimum required contribution. 

‘‘(C) LIMITATION FOR UNDERFUNDED PLANS.— 
The preceding provisions of this paragraph 
shall not apply for any plan year if the ratio 
(expressed as a percentage) which— 

‘‘(i) the value of plan assets for the pre-
ceding plan year (as reduced under paragraph 
(4)(C)), bears to 

‘‘(ii) the funding target of the plan for the 
preceding plan year (determined without re-
gard to subsection (i)(1)), 

is less than 80 percent. In the case of plan 
years beginning in 2008, the ratio under this 
subparagraph may be determined using such 
methods of estimation as the Secretary may 
prescribe. 

‘‘(4) EFFECT OF BALANCES ON AMOUNTS 
TREATED AS VALUE OF PLAN ASSETS.—In the 
case of any plan maintaining a prefunding 
balance or a funding standard carryover bal-
ance pursuant to this subsection, the amount 
treated as the value of plan assets shall be 
deemed to be such amount, reduced as pro-
vided in the following subparagraphs: 

‘‘(A) APPLICABILITY OF SHORTFALL AMORTI-
ZATION BASE.—For purposes of subsection 
(c)(5), the value of plan assets is deemed to 
be such amount, reduced by the amount of 
the prefunding balance, but only if an elec-
tion under paragraph (2) applying any por-
tion of the prefunding balance in reducing 
the minimum required contribution is in ef-
fect for the plan year. 

‘‘(B) DETERMINATION OF EXCESS ASSETS, 
FUNDING SHORTFALL, AND FUNDING TARGET AT-
TAINMENT PERCENTAGE.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of sub-
sections (a), (c)(4)(B), and (d)(2)(A), the value 
of plan assets is deemed to be such amount, 
reduced by the amount of the prefunding bal-
ance and the funding standard carryover bal-
ance. 

‘‘(ii) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN BINDING 
AGREEMENTS WITH PBGC.—For purposes of 
subsection (c)(4)(B), the value of plan assets 
shall not be deemed to be reduced for a plan 
year by the amount of the specified balance 
if, with respect to such balance, there is in 
effect for a plan year a binding written 
agreement with the Pension Benefit Guar-
anty Corporation which provides that such 
balance is not available to reduce the min-
imum required contribution for the plan 
year. For purposes of the preceding sentence, 
the term ‘specified balance’ means the 
prefunding balance or the funding standard 
carryover balance, as the case may be. 

‘‘(C) AVAILABILITY OF BALANCES IN PLAN 
YEAR FOR CREDITING AGAINST MINIMUM RE-
QUIRED CONTRIBUTION.—For purposes of para-
graph (3)(C)(i) of this subsection, the value of 
plan assets is deemed to be such amount, re-
duced by the amount of the prefunding bal-
ance. 

‘‘(5) ELECTION TO REDUCE BALANCE PRIOR TO 
DETERMINATIONS OF VALUE OF PLAN ASSETS 
AND CREDITING AGAINST MINIMUM REQUIRED 
CONTRIBUTION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The plan sponsor may 
elect to reduce by any amount the balance of 
the prefunding balance and the funding 
standard carryover balance for any plan year 
(but not below zero). Such reduction shall be 
effective prior to any determination of the 
value of plan assets for such plan year under 
this section and application of the balance in 
reducing the minimum required contribution 
for such plan for such plan year pursuant to 
an election under paragraph (2). 

‘‘(B) COORDINATION BETWEEN PREFUNDING 
BALANCE AND FUNDING STANDARD CARRYOVER 
BALANCE.—To the extent that any plan has a 
funding standard carryover balance greater 
than zero, no election may be made under 
subparagraph (A) with respect to the 
prefunding balance. 

‘‘(6) PREFUNDING BALANCE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A prefunding balance 

maintained by a plan shall consist of a be-
ginning balance of zero, increased and de-
creased to the extent provided in subpara-
graphs (B) and (C), and adjusted further as 
provided in paragraph (8). 

‘‘(B) INCREASES.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—As of the first day of 

each plan year beginning after 2008, the 
prefunding balance of a plan shall be in-
creased by the amount elected by the plan 
sponsor for the plan year. Such amount shall 
not exceed the excess (if any) of— 

‘‘(I) the aggregate total of employer con-
tributions to the plan for the preceding plan 
year, over— 

‘‘(II) the minimum required contribution 
for such preceding plan year. 

‘‘(ii) ADJUSTMENTS FOR INTEREST.—Any ex-
cess contributions under clause (i) shall be 
properly adjusted for interest accruing for 
the periods between the first day of the cur-
rent plan year and the dates on which the ex-
cess contributions were made, determined by 
using the effective interest rate for the pre-

ceding plan year and by treating contribu-
tions as being first used to satisfy the min-
imum required contribution. 

‘‘(iii) CERTAIN CONTRIBUTIONS NECESSARY TO 
AVOID BENEFIT LIMITATIONS DISREGARDED.— 
The excess described in clause (i) with re-
spect to any preceding plan year shall be re-
duced (but not below zero) by the amount of 
contributions an employer would be required 
to make under paragraph (1), (2), or (4) of 
section 206(g) to avoid a benefit limitation 
which would otherwise be imposed under 
such paragraph for the preceding plan year. 
Any contribution which may be taken into 
account in satisfying the requirements of 
more than 1 of such paragraphs shall be 
taken into account only once for purposes of 
this clause. 

‘‘(C) DECREASES.—The prefunding balance 
of a plan shall be decreased (but not below 
zero) by the sum of— 

‘‘(i) as of the first day of each plan year 
after 2008, the amount of such balance cred-
ited under paragraph (2) (if any) in reducing 
the minimum required contribution of the 
plan for the preceding plan year, and 

‘‘(ii) as of the time specified in paragraph 
(5))(A), any reduction in such balance elected 
under paragraph (5). 

‘‘(7) FUNDING STANDARD CARRYOVER BAL-
ANCE.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A funding standard car-
ryover balance maintained by a plan shall 
consist of a beginning balance determined 
under subparagraph (B), decreased to the ex-
tent provided in subparagraph (C), and ad-
justed further as provided in paragraph (8). 

‘‘(B) BEGINNING BALANCE.—The beginning 
balance of the funding standard carryover 
balance shall be the positive balance de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(B)(ii)(II). 

‘‘(C) DECREASES.—The funding standard 
carryover balance of a plan shall be de-
creased (but not below zero) by— 

‘‘(i) as of the first day of each plan year 
after 2008, the amount of such balance cred-
ited under paragraph (2) (if any) in reducing 
the minimum required contribution of the 
plan for the preceding plan year, and 

‘‘(ii) as of the time specified in paragraph 
(5))(A), any reduction in such balance elected 
under paragraph (5). 

‘‘(8) ADJUSTMENTS FOR INVESTMENT EXPERI-
ENCE.—In determining the prefunding bal-
ance or the funding standard carryover bal-
ance of a plan as of the first day of the plan 
year, the plan sponsor shall, in accordance 
with regulations prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, adjust such balance to re-
flect the rate of return on plan assets for the 
preceding plan year. Notwithstanding sub-
section (g)(3), such rate of return shall be de-
termined on the basis of fair market value 
and shall properly take into account, in ac-
cordance with such regulations, all contribu-
tions, distributions, and other plan pay-
ments made during such period. 

‘‘(9) ELECTIONS.—Elections under this sub-
section shall be made at such times, and in 
such form and manner, as shall be prescribed 
in regulations of the Secretary. 

‘‘(g) VALUATION OF PLAN ASSETS AND LI-
ABILITIES.— 

‘‘(1) TIMING OF DETERMINATIONS.—Except as 
otherwise provided under this subsection, all 
determinations under this section for a plan 
year shall be made as of the valuation date 
of the plan for such plan year. 

‘‘(2) VALUATION DATE.—For purposes of this 
section— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subparagraph (B), the valuation date of a 
plan for any plan year shall be the first day 
of the plan year. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION FOR SMALL PLANS.—If, on 
each day during the preceding plan year, a 
plan had 100 or fewer participants, the plan 
may designate any day during the plan year 
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as its valuation date for such plan year and 
succeeding plan years. For purposes of this 
subparagraph, all defined benefit plans 
(other than multiemployer plans) main-
tained by the same employer (or any member 
of such employer’s controlled group) shall be 
treated as 1 plan, but only participants with 
respect to such employer or member shall be 
taken into account. 

‘‘(C) APPLICATION OF CERTAIN RULES IN DE-
TERMINATION OF PLAN SIZE.—For purposes of 
this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) PLANS NOT IN EXISTENCE IN PRECEDING 
YEAR.—In the case of the first plan year of 
any plan, subparagraph (B) shall apply to 
such plan by taking into account the number 
of participants that the plan is reasonably 
expected to have on days during such first 
plan year. 

‘‘(ii) PREDECESSORS.—Any reference in sub-
paragraph (B) to an employer shall include a 
reference to any predecessor of such em-
ployer. 

‘‘(3) DETERMINATION OF VALUE OF PLAN AS-
SETS.—For purposes of this section— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subparagraph (B), the value of plan assets 
shall be the fair market value of the assets. 

‘‘(B) AVERAGING ALLOWED.—A plan may de-
termine the value of plan assets on the basis 
of the averaging of fair market values, but 
only if such method— 

‘‘(i) is permitted under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary, 

‘‘(ii) does not provide for averaging of such 
values over more than the period beginning 
on the last day of the 25th month preceding 
the month in which the valuation date oc-
curs and ending on the valuation date (or a 
similar period in the case of a valuation date 
which is not the 1st day of a month), and 

‘‘(iii) does not result in a determination of 
the value of plan assets which, at any time, 
is lower than 90 percent or greater than 110 
percent of the fair market value of such as-
sets at such time. 

Any such averaging shall be adjusted for 
contributions and distributions (as provided 
by the Secretary). 

‘‘(4) ACCOUNTING FOR CONTRIBUTION RE-
CEIPTS.—For purposes of determining the 
value of assets under paragraph (3)— 

‘‘(A) PRIOR YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS.—If— 
‘‘(i) an employer makes any contribution 

to the plan after the valuation date for the 
plan year in which the contribution is made, 
and 

‘‘(ii) the contribution is for a preceding 
plan year, 

the contribution shall be taken into account 
as an asset of the plan as of the valuation 
date, except that in the case of any plan year 
beginning after 2008, only the present value 
(determined as of the valuation date) of such 
contribution may be taken into account. For 
purposes of the preceding sentence, present 
value shall be determined using the effective 
interest rate for the preceding plan year to 
which the contribution is properly allocable. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULE FOR CURRENT YEAR CON-
TRIBUTIONS MADE BEFORE VALUATION DATE.—If 
any contributions for any plan year are 
made to or under the plan during the plan 
year but before the valuation date for the 
plan year, the assets of the plan as of the 
valuation date shall not include— 

‘‘(i) such contributions, and 
‘‘(ii) interest on such contributions for the 

period between the date of the contributions 
and the valuation date, determined by using 
the effective interest rate for the plan year. 

‘‘(h) ACTUARIAL ASSUMPTIONS AND METH-
ODS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to this sub-
section, the determination of any present 
value or other computation under this sec-

tion shall be made on the basis of actuarial 
assumptions and methods— 

‘‘(A) each of which is reasonable (taking 
into account the experience of the plan and 
reasonable expectations), and 

‘‘(B) which, in combination, offer the actu-
ary’s best estimate of anticipated experience 
under the plan. 

‘‘(2) INTEREST RATES.— 
‘‘(A) EFFECTIVE INTEREST RATE.—For pur-

poses of this section, the term ‘effective in-
terest rate’ means, with respect to any plan 
for any plan year, the single rate of interest 
which, if used to determine the present value 
of the plan’s accrued or earned benefits re-
ferred to in subsection (d)(1), would result in 
an amount equal to the funding target of the 
plan for such plan year. 

‘‘(B) INTEREST RATES FOR DETERMINING 
FUNDING TARGET.—For purposes of deter-
mining the funding target of a plan for any 
plan year, the interest rate used in deter-
mining the present value of the liabilities of 
the plan shall be— 

‘‘(i) in the case of benefits reasonably de-
termined to be payable during the 5-year pe-
riod beginning on the first day of the plan 
year, the first segment rate with respect to 
the applicable month, 

‘‘(ii) in the case of benefits reasonably de-
termined to be payable during the 15-year pe-
riod beginning at the end of the period de-
scribed in clause (i), the second segment rate 
with respect to the applicable month, and 

‘‘(iii) in the case of benefits reasonably de-
termined to be payable after the period de-
scribed in clause (ii), the third segment rate 
with respect to the applicable month. 

‘‘(C) SEGMENT RATES.—For purposes of this 
paragraph— 

‘‘(i) FIRST SEGMENT RATE.—The term ‘first 
segment rate’ means, with respect to any 
month, the single rate of interest which 
shall be determined by the Secretary for 
such month on the basis of the corporate 
bond yield curve for such month, taking into 
account only that portion of such yield curve 
which is based on bonds maturing during the 
5-year period commencing with such month. 

‘‘(ii) SECOND SEGMENT RATE.—The term 
‘second segment rate’ means, with respect to 
any month, the single rate of interest which 
shall be determined by the Secretary for 
such month on the basis of the corporate 
bond yield curve for such month, taking into 
account only that portion of such yield curve 
which is based on bonds maturing during the 
15-year period beginning at the end of the pe-
riod described in clause (i). 

‘‘(iii) THIRD SEGMENT RATE.—The term 
‘third segment rate’ means, with respect to 
any month, the single rate of interest which 
shall be determined by the Secretary for 
such month on the basis of the corporate 
bond yield curve for such month, taking into 
account only that portion of such yield curve 
which is based on bonds maturing during pe-
riods beginning after the period described in 
clause (ii). 

‘‘(D) CORPORATE BOND YIELD CURVE.—For 
purposes of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘corporate bond 
yield curve’ means, with respect to any 
month, a yield curve which is prescribed by 
the Secretary for such month and which re-
flects the average, for the 24-month period 
ending with the month preceding such 
month, of monthly yields on investment 
grade corporate bonds with varying matu-
rities and that are in the top 3 quality levels 
available. 

‘‘(ii) ELECTION TO USE YIELD CURVE.—Solely 
for purposes of determining the minimum re-
quired contribution under this section, the 
plan sponsor may, in lieu of the segment 
rates determined under subparagraph (C), 
elect to use interest rates under the cor-
porate bond yield curve. For purposes of the 

preceding sentence such curve shall be deter-
mined without regard to the 24-month aver-
aging described in clause (i) . Such election, 
once made, may be revoked only with the 
consent of the Secretary. 

‘‘(E) APPLICABLE MONTH.—For purposes of 
this paragraph, the term ‘applicable month’ 
means, with respect to any plan for any plan 
year, the month which includes the valu-
ation date of such plan for such plan year or, 
at the election of the plan sponsor, any of 
the 4 months which precede such month. Any 
election made under this subparagraph shall 
apply to the plan year for which the election 
is made and all succeeding plan years, unless 
the election is revoked with the consent of 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(F) PUBLICATION REQUIREMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall publish for each month the cor-
porate bond yield curve (and the corporate 
bond yield curve reflecting the modification 
described in section 417(e)(3)(D)(i) for such 
month and each of the rates determined 
under subparagraph (B) for such month. The 
Secretary shall also publish a description of 
the methodology used to determine such 
yield curve and such rates which is suffi-
ciently detailed to enable plans to make rea-
sonable projections regarding the yield curve 
and such rates for future months based on 
the plan’s projection of future interest rates. 

‘‘(G) TRANSITION RULE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the pre-

ceding provisions of this paragraph, for plan 
years beginning in 2008 or 2009, the first, sec-
ond, or third segment rate for a plan with re-
spect to any month shall be equal to the sum 
of— 

‘‘(I) the product of such rate for such 
month determined without regard to this 
subparagraph, multiplied by the applicable 
percentage, and 

‘‘(II) the product of the rate determined 
under the rules of section 412(b)(5)(B)(ii)(II) 
(as in effect for plan years beginning in 2007), 
multiplied by a percentage equal to 100 per-
cent minus the applicable percentage. 

‘‘(ii) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of clause (i), the applicable percentage 
is 331⁄3 percent for plan years beginning in 
2008 and 662⁄3 percent for plan years beginning 
in 2009. 

‘‘(iii) NEW PLANS INELIGIBLE.—Clause (i) 
shall not apply to any plan if the first plan 
year of the plan begins after December 31, 
2007. 

‘‘(iv) ELECTION.—The plan sponsor may 
elect not to have this subparagraph apply. 
Such election, once made, may be revoked 
only with the consent of the Secretary. 

‘‘(3) MORTALITY TABLES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (C) or (D), the Secretary shall 
by regulation prescribe mortality tables to 
be used in determining any present value or 
making any computation under this section. 
Such tables shall be based on the actual ex-
perience of pension plans and projected 
trends in such experience. In prescribing 
such tables, the Secretary shall take into ac-
count results of available independent stud-
ies of mortality of individuals covered by 
pension plans. 

‘‘(B) PERIODIC REVISION.—The Secretary 
shall (at least every 10 years) make revisions 
in any table in effect under subparagraph (A) 
to reflect the actual experience of pension 
plans and projected trends in such experi-
ence. 

‘‘(C) SUBSTITUTE MORTALITY TABLE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Upon request by the plan 

sponsor and approval by the Secretary, a 
mortality table which meets the require-
ments of clause (iii) shall be used in deter-
mining any present value or making any 
computation under this section during the 
period of consecutive plan years (not to ex-
ceed 10) specified in the request. 
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‘‘(ii) EARLY TERMINATION OF PERIOD.—Not-

withstanding clause (i), a mortality table de-
scribed in clause (i) shall cease to be in effect 
as of the earliest of— 

‘‘(I) the date on which there is a significant 
change in the participants in the plan by 
reason of a plan spinoff or merger or other-
wise, or 

‘‘(II) the date on which the plan actuary 
determines that such table does not meet the 
requirements of clause (iii). 

‘‘(iii) REQUIREMENTS.—A mortality table 
meets the requirements of this clause if— 

‘‘(I) there is a sufficient number of plan 
participants, and the pension plans have 
been maintained for a sufficient period of 
time, to have credible information necessary 
for purposes of subclause (II), and 

‘‘(II) such table reflects the actual experi-
ence of the pension plans maintained by the 
sponsor and projected trends in general mor-
tality experience. 

‘‘(iv) ALL PLANS IN CONTROLLED GROUP MUST 
USE SEPARATE TABLE.—Except as provided by 
the Secretary, a plan sponsor may not use a 
mortality table under this subparagraph for 
any plan maintained by the plan sponsor un-
less— 

‘‘(I) a separate mortality table is estab-
lished and used under this subparagraph for 
each other plan maintained by the plan spon-
sor and if the plan sponsor is a member of a 
controlled group, each member of the con-
trolled group, and 

‘‘(II) the requirements of clause (iii) are 
met separately with respect to the table so 
established for each such plan, determined 
by only taking into account the participants 
of such plan, the time such plan has been in 
existence, and the actual experience of such 
plan. 

‘‘(v) DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION AND DISPOSI-
TION OF APPLICATION.— 

‘‘(I) SUBMISSION.—The plan sponsor shall 
submit a mortality table to the Secretary 
for approval under this subparagraph at least 
7 months before the 1st day of the period de-
scribed in clause (i). 

‘‘(II) DISPOSITION.—Any mortality table 
submitted to the Secretary for approval 
under this subparagraph shall be treated as 
in effect as of the 1st day of the period de-
scribed in clause (i) unless the Secretary, 
during the 180-day period beginning on the 
date of such submission, disapproves of such 
table and provides the reasons that such 
table fails to meet the requirements of 
clause (iii). The 180-day period shall be ex-
tended upon mutual agreement of the Sec-
retary and the plan sponsor. 

‘‘(D) SEPARATE MORTALITY TABLES FOR THE 
DISABLED.—Notwithstanding subparagraph 
(A)— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish mortality tables which may be used 
(in lieu of the tables under subparagraph (A)) 
under this subsection for individuals who are 
entitled to benefits under the plan on ac-
count of disability. The Secretary shall es-
tablish separate tables for individuals whose 
disabilities occur in plan years beginning be-
fore January 1, 1995, and for individuals 
whose disabilities occur in plan years begin-
ning on or after such date. 

‘‘(ii) SPECIAL RULE FOR DISABILITIES OCCUR-
RING AFTER 1994.—In the case of disabilities 
occurring in plan years beginning after De-
cember 31, 1994, the tables under clause (i) 
shall apply only with respect to individuals 
described in such subclause who are disabled 
within the meaning of title II of the Social 
Security Act and the regulations thereunder. 

‘‘(iii) PERIODIC REVISION.—The Secretary 
shall (at least every 10 years) make revisions 
in any table in effect under clause (i) to re-
flect the actual experience of pension plans 
and projected trends in such experience. 

‘‘(4) PROBABILITY OF BENEFIT PAYMENTS IN 
THE FORM OF LUMP SUMS OR OTHER OPTIONAL 
FORMS.—For purposes of determining any 
present value or making any computation 
under this section, there shall be taken into 
account— 

‘‘(A) the probability that future benefit 
payments under the plan will be made in the 
form of optional forms of benefits provided 
under the plan (including lump sum distribu-
tions, determined on the basis of the plan’s 
experience and other related assumptions), 
and 

‘‘(B) any difference in the present value of 
such future benefit payments resulting from 
the use of actuarial assumptions, in deter-
mining benefit payments in any such op-
tional form of benefits, which are different 
from those specified in this subsection. 

‘‘(5) APPROVAL OF LARGE CHANGES IN ACTU-
ARIAL ASSUMPTIONS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—No actuarial assumption 
used to determine the funding target for a 
plan to which this paragraph applies may be 
changed without the approval of the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(B) PLANS TO WHICH PARAGRAPH APPLIES.— 
This paragraph shall apply to a plan only if— 

‘‘(i) the plan is a defined benefit plan 
(other than a multiemployer plan) to which 
title IV of the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974 applies, 

‘‘(ii) the aggregate unfunded vested bene-
fits as of the close of the preceding plan year 
(as determined under section 4006(a)(3)(E)(iii) 
of the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974) of such plan and all other 
plans maintained by the contributing spon-
sors (as defined in section 4001(a)(13) of such 
Act) and members of such sponsors’ con-
trolled groups (as defined in section 
4001(a)(14) of such Act) which are covered by 
title IV (disregarding plans with no unfunded 
vested benefits) exceed $50,000,000, and 

‘‘(iii) the change in assumptions (deter-
mined after taking into account any changes 
in interest rate and mortality table) results 
in a decrease in the funding shortfall of the 
plan for the current plan year that exceeds 
$50,000,000, or that exceeds $5,000,000 and that 
is 5 percent or more of the funding target of 
the plan before such change. 

‘‘(i) SPECIAL RULES FOR AT-RISK PLANS.— 
‘‘(1) FUNDING TARGET FOR PLANS IN AT-RISK 

STATUS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a plan 

which is in at-risk status for a plan year, the 
funding target of the plan for the plan year 
shall be equal to the sum of— 

‘‘(i) the present value of all benefits ac-
crued or earned under the plan as of the be-
ginning of the plan year, as determined by 
using the additional actuarial assumptions 
described in subparagraph (B), and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a plan which also has 
been in at-risk status for at least 2 of the 4 
preceding plan years, a loading factor deter-
mined under subparagraph (C). 

‘‘(B) ADDITIONAL ACTUARIAL ASSUMPTIONS.— 
The actuarial assumptions described in this 
subparagraph are as follows: 

‘‘(i) All employees who are not otherwise 
assumed to retire as of the valuation date 
but who will be eligible to elect benefits dur-
ing the plan year and the 10 succeeding plan 
years shall be assumed to retire at the ear-
liest retirement date under the plan but not 
before the end of the plan year for which the 
at-risk funding target and at-risk target nor-
mal cost are being determined. 

‘‘(ii) All employees shall be assumed to 
elect the retirement benefit available under 
the plan at the assumed retirement age (de-
termined after application of clause (i)) 
which would result in the highest present 
value of benefits. 

‘‘(C) LOADING FACTOR.—The loading factor 
applied with respect to a plan under this 
paragraph for any plan year is the sum of— 

‘‘(i) $700, times the number of participants 
in the plan, plus 

‘‘(ii) 4 percent of the funding target (deter-
mined without regard to this paragraph) of 
the plan for the plan year. 

‘‘(2) TARGET NORMAL COST OF AT-RISK 
PLANS.—In the case of a plan which is in at- 
risk status for a plan year, the target normal 
cost of the plan for such plan year shall be 
equal to the sum of— 

‘‘(A) the present value of all benefits which 
are expected to accrue or be earned under 
the plan during the plan year, determined 
using the additional actuarial assumptions 
described in paragraph (1)(B), plus 

‘‘(B) in the case of a plan which also has 
been in at-risk status for at least 2 of the 4 
preceding plan years, a loading factor equal 
to 4 percent of the target normal cost (deter-
mined without regard to this paragraph) of 
the plan for the plan year. 

‘‘(3) MINIMUM AMOUNT.—In no event shall— 
‘‘(A) the at-risk funding target be less than 

the funding target, as determined without 
regard to this subsection, or 

‘‘(B) the at-risk target normal cost be less 
than the target normal cost, as determined 
without regard to this subsection. 

‘‘(4) DETERMINATION OF AT-RISK STATUS.— 
For purposes of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A plan is in at-risk sta-
tus for a plan year if— 

‘‘(i) the funding target attainment percent-
age for the preceding plan year (determined 
under this section without regard to this 
subsection) is less than 80 percent, and 

‘‘(ii) the funding target attainment per-
centage for the preceding plan year (deter-
mined under this section by using the addi-
tional actuarial assumptions described in 
paragraph (1)(B) in computing the funding 
target) is less than 70 percent. 

‘‘(B) TRANSITION RULE.—In the case of plan 
years beginning in 2008, 2009, and 2010, sub-
paragraph (A)(i) shall be applied by sub-
stituting the following percentages for ‘80 
percent’: 

‘‘(i) 65 percent in the case of 2008. 
‘‘(ii) 70 percent in the case of 2009. 
‘‘(iii) 75 percent in the case of 2010. 

In the case of plan years beginning in 2008, 
the funding target attainment percentage for 
the preceding plan year under subparagraph 
(A)(ii) may be determined using such meth-
ods of estimation as the Secretary may pro-
vide. 

‘‘(C) SPECIAL RULE FOR EMPLOYEES OFFERED 
EARLY RETIREMENT IN 2006.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subpara-
graph (A)(ii), the additional actuarial as-
sumptions described in paragraph (1)(B) shall 
not be taken into account with respect to 
any employee if— 

‘‘(I) such employee is employed by a speci-
fied automobile manufacturer, 

‘‘(II) such employee is offered a substantial 
amount of additional cash compensation, 
substantially enhanced retirement benefits 
under the plan, or materially reduced em-
ployment duties on the condition that by a 
specified date (not later than December 31, 
2010) the employee retires (as defined under 
the terms of the plan), 

‘‘(III) such offer is made during 2006 and 
pursuant to a bona fide retirement incentive 
program and requires, by the terms of the 
offer, that such offer can be accepted not 
later than a specified date (not later than 
December 31, 2006), and 

‘‘(IV) such employee does not elect to ac-
cept such offer before the specified date on 
which the offer expires. 

‘‘(ii) SPECIFIED AUTOMOBILE MANUFAC-
TURER.—For purposes of clause (i), the term 
‘specified automobile manufacturer’ means— 
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‘‘(I) any manufacturer of automobiles, and 
‘‘(II) any manufacturer of automobile parts 

which supplies such parts directly to a man-
ufacturer of automobiles and which, after a 
transaction or series of transactions ending 
in 1999, ceased to be a member of a controlled 
group which included such manufacturer of 
automobiles. 

‘‘(5) TRANSITION BETWEEN APPLICABLE FUND-
ING TARGETS AND BETWEEN APPLICABLE TAR-
GET NORMAL COSTS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which a 
plan which is in at-risk status for a plan year 
has been in such status for a consecutive pe-
riod of fewer than 5 plan years, the applica-
ble amount of the funding target and of the 
target normal cost shall be, in lieu of the 
amount determined without regard to this 
paragraph, the sum of— 

‘‘(i) the amount determined under this sec-
tion without regard to this subsection, plus 

‘‘(ii) the transition percentage for such 
plan year of the excess of the amount deter-
mined under this subsection (without regard 
to this paragraph) over the amount deter-
mined under this section without regard to 
this subsection. 

‘‘(B) TRANSITION PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of subparagraph (A), the transition 
percentage shall be determined in accord-
ance with the following table: 
‘‘ 
‘‘If the consecutive 

number of years 
(including the plan 
year) the plan is in 
at-risk status is— 

The transition 
percentage is— 

1 ...................................................... 20
2 ...................................................... 40
3 ...................................................... 60
4 ...................................................... 80. 
‘‘(C) YEARS BEFORE EFFECTIVE DATE.—For 

purposes of this paragraph, plan years begin-
ning before 2008 shall not be taken into ac-
count. 

‘‘(6) SMALL PLAN EXCEPTION.—If, on each 
day during the preceding plan year, a plan 
had 500 or fewer participants, the plan shall 
not be treated as in at-risk status for the 
plan year. For purposes of this paragraph, all 
defined benefit plans (other than multiem-
ployer plans) maintained by the same em-
ployer (or any member of such employer’s 
controlled group) shall be treated as 1 plan, 
but only participants with respect to such 
employer or member shall be taken into ac-
count and the rules of subsection (g)(2)(C) 
shall apply. 

‘‘(j) PAYMENT OF MINIMUM REQUIRED CON-
TRIBUTIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the due date for any payment of any 
minimum required contribution for any plan 
year shall be 81⁄2 months after the close of 
the plan year. 

‘‘(2) INTEREST.—Any payment required 
under paragraph (1) for a plan year that is 
made on a date other than the valuation 
date for such plan year shall be adjusted for 
interest accruing for the period between the 
valuation date and the payment date, at the 
effective rate of interest for the plan for such 
plan year. 

‘‘(3) ACCELERATED QUARTERLY CONTRIBUTION 
SCHEDULE FOR UNDERFUNDED PLANS.— 

‘‘(A) FAILURE TO TIMELY MAKE REQUIRED IN-
STALLMENT.—In any case in which the plan 
has a funding shortfall for the preceding plan 
year, the employer maintaining the plan 
shall make the required installments under 
this paragraph and if the employer fails to 
pay the full amount of a required install-
ment for the plan year, then the amount of 
interest charged under paragraph (2) on the 
underpayment for the period of under-
payment shall be determined by using a rate 
of interest equal to the rate otherwise used 
under paragraph (2) plus 5 percentage points. 

‘‘(B) AMOUNT OF UNDERPAYMENT, PERIOD OF 
UNDERPAYMENT.—For purposes of subpara-
graph (A)— 

‘‘(i) AMOUNT.—The amount of the under-
payment shall be the excess of— 

‘‘(I) the required installment, over 
‘‘(II) the amount (if any) of the installment 

contributed to or under the plan on or before 
the due date for the installment. 

‘‘(ii) PERIOD OF UNDERPAYMENT.—The pe-
riod for which any interest is charged under 
this paragraph with respect to any portion of 
the underpayment shall run from the due 
date for the installment to the date on which 
such portion is contributed to or under the 
plan. 

‘‘(iii) ORDER OF CREDITING CONTRIBUTIONS.— 
For purposes of clause (i)(II), contributions 
shall be credited against unpaid required in-
stallments in the order in which such install-
ments are required to be paid. 

‘‘(C) NUMBER OF REQUIRED INSTALLMENTS; 
DUE DATES.—For purposes of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) PAYABLE IN 4 INSTALLMENTS.—There 
shall be 4 required installments for each plan 
year. 

‘‘(ii) TIME FOR PAYMENT OF INSTALL-
MENTS.—The due dates for required install-
ments are set forth in the following table: 
In the case of the fol-

lowing required in-
stallment: 

The due date is: 

1st April 15 
2nd July 15 
3rd October 15 
4th January 15 of the following year. 

‘‘(D) AMOUNT OF REQUIRED INSTALLMENT.— 
For purposes of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The amount of any re-
quired installment shall be 25 percent of the 
required annual payment. 

‘‘(ii) REQUIRED ANNUAL PAYMENT.—For pur-
poses of clause (i), the term ‘required annual 
payment’ means the lesser of— 

‘‘(I) 90 percent of the minimum required 
contribution (determined without regard to 
this subsection) to the plan for the plan year 
under this section, or 

‘‘(II) 100 percent of the minimum required 
contribution (determined without regard to 
this subsection or to any waiver under sec-
tion 302(c)) to the plan for the preceding plan 
year. 

Subclause (II) shall not apply if the pre-
ceding plan year referred to in such clause 
was not a year of 12 months. 

‘‘(E) FISCAL YEARS AND SHORT YEARS.— 
‘‘(i) FISCAL YEARS.—In applying this para-

graph to a plan year beginning on any date 
other than January 1, there shall be sub-
stituted for the months specified in this 
paragraph, the months which correspond 
thereto. 

‘‘(ii) SHORT PLAN YEAR.—This subparagraph 
shall be applied to plan years of less than 12 
months in accordance with regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(4) LIQUIDITY REQUIREMENT IN CONNECTION 
WITH QUARTERLY CONTRIBUTIONS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A plan to which this 
paragraph applies shall be treated as failing 
to pay the full amount of any required in-
stallment under paragraph (3) to the extent 
that the value of the liquid assets paid in 
such installment is less than the liquidity 
shortfall (whether or not such liquidity 
shortfall exceeds the amount of such install-
ment required to be paid but for this para-
graph). 

‘‘(B) PLANS TO WHICH PARAGRAPH APPLIES.— 
This paragraph shall apply to a plan (other 
than a plan described in subsection (g)(2)(B)) 
which— 

‘‘(i) is required to pay installments under 
paragraph (3) for a plan year, and 

‘‘(ii) has a liquidity shortfall for any quar-
ter during such plan year. 

‘‘(C) PERIOD OF UNDERPAYMENT.—For pur-
poses of paragraph (3)(A), any portion of an 
installment that is treated as not paid under 
subparagraph (A) shall continue to be treat-
ed as unpaid until the close of the quarter in 
which the due date for such installment oc-
curs. 

‘‘(D) LIMITATION ON INCREASE.—If the 
amount of any required installment is in-
creased by reason of subparagraph (A), in no 
event shall such increase exceed the amount 
which, when added to prior installments for 
the plan year, is necessary to increase the 
funding target attainment percentage of the 
plan for the plan year (taking into account 
the expected increase in funding target due 
to benefits accruing or earned during the 
plan year) to 100 percent. 

‘‘(E) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this 
paragraph— 

‘‘(i) LIQUIDITY SHORTFALL.—The term ‘li-
quidity shortfall’ means, with respect to any 
required installment, an amount equal to the 
excess (as of the last day of the quarter for 
which such installment is made) of— 

‘‘(I) the base amount with respect to such 
quarter, over 

‘‘(II) the value (as of such last day) of the 
plan’s liquid assets. 

‘‘(ii) BASE AMOUNT.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘base amount’ 

means, with respect to any quarter, an 
amount equal to 3 times the sum of the ad-
justed disbursements from the plan for the 12 
months ending on the last day of such quar-
ter. 

‘‘(II) SPECIAL RULE.—If the amount deter-
mined under subclause (I) exceeds an amount 
equal to 2 times the sum of the adjusted dis-
bursements from the plan for the 36 months 
ending on the last day of the quarter and an 
enrolled actuary certifies to the satisfaction 
of the Secretary that such excess is the re-
sult of nonrecurring circumstances, the base 
amount with respect to such quarter shall be 
determined without regard to amounts re-
lated to those nonrecurring circumstances. 

‘‘(iii) DISBURSEMENTS FROM THE PLAN.—The 
term ‘disbursements from the plan’ means 
all disbursements from the trust, including 
purchases of annuities, payments of single 
sums and other benefits, and administrative 
expenses. 

‘‘(iv) ADJUSTED DISBURSEMENTS.—The term 
‘adjusted disbursements’ means disburse-
ments from the plan reduced by the product 
of— 

‘‘(I) the plan’s funding target attainment 
percentage for the plan year, and 

‘‘(II) the sum of the purchases of annuities, 
payments of single sums, and such other dis-
bursements as the Secretary shall provide in 
regulations. 

‘‘(v) LIQUID ASSETS.—The term ‘liquid as-
sets’ means cash, marketable securities, and 
such other assets as specified by the Sec-
retary in regulations. 

‘‘(vi) QUARTER.—The term ‘quarter’ means, 
with respect to any required installment, the 
3-month period preceding the month in 
which the due date for such installment oc-
curs. 

‘‘(F) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary may 
prescribe such regulations as are necessary 
to carry out this paragraph. 

‘‘(k) IMPOSITION OF LIEN WHERE FAILURE TO 
MAKE REQUIRED CONTRIBUTIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a plan to 
which this subsection applies, if— 

‘‘(A) any person fails to make a contribu-
tion payment required by section 412 and 
this section before the due date for such pay-
ment, and 

‘‘(B) the unpaid balance of such payment 
(including interest), when added to the ag-
gregate unpaid balance of all preceding such 
payments for which payment was not made 
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before the due date (including interest), ex-
ceeds $1,000,000, 

then there shall be a lien in favor of the plan 
in the amount determined under paragraph 
(3) upon all property and rights to property, 
whether real or personal, belonging to such 
person and any other person who is a mem-
ber of the same controlled group of which 
such person is a member. 

‘‘(2) PLANS TO WHICH SUBSECTION APPLIES.— 
This subsection shall apply to a defined ben-
efit plan (other than a multiemployer plan) 
covered under section 4021 of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 for 
any plan year for which the funding target 
attainment percentage (as defined in sub-
section (d)(2)) of such plan is less than 100 
percent. 

‘‘(3) AMOUNT OF LIEN.—For purposes of 
paragraph (1), the amount of the lien shall be 
equal to the aggregate unpaid balance of 
contribution payments required under this 
section and section 412 for which payment 
has not been made before the due date. 

‘‘(4) NOTICE OF FAILURE; LIEN.— 
‘‘(A) NOTICE OF FAILURE.—A person com-

mitting a failure described in paragraph (1) 
shall notify the Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation of such failure within 10 days of 
the due date for the required contribution 
payment. 

‘‘(B) PERIOD OF LIEN.—The lien imposed by 
paragraph (1) shall arise on the due date for 
the required contribution payment and shall 
continue until the last day of the first plan 
year in which the plan ceases to be described 
in paragraph (1)(B). Such lien shall continue 
to run without regard to whether such plan 
continues to be described in paragraph (2) 
during the period referred to in the preceding 
sentence. 

‘‘(C) CERTAIN RULES TO APPLY.—Any 
amount with respect to which a lien is im-
posed under paragraph (1) shall be treated as 
taxes due and owing the United States and 
rules similar to the rules of subsections (c), 
(d), and (e) of section 4068 of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 shall 
apply with respect to a lien imposed by sub-
section (a) and the amount with respect to 
such lien. 

‘‘(5) ENFORCEMENT.—Any lien created 
under paragraph (1) may be perfected and en-
forced only by the Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation, or at the direction of the Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation, by the 
contributing sponsor (or any member of the 
controlled group of the contributing spon-
sor). 

‘‘(6) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub-
section— 

‘‘(A) CONTRIBUTION PAYMENT.—The term 
‘contribution payment’ means, in connection 
with a plan, a contribution payment required 
to be made to the plan, including any re-
quired installment under paragraphs (3) and 
(4) of subsection (j). 

‘‘(B) DUE DATE; REQUIRED INSTALLMENT.— 
The terms ‘due date’ and ‘required install-
ment’ have the meanings given such terms 
by subsection (j), except that in the case of 
a payment other than a required install-
ment, the due date shall be the date such 
payment is required to be made under sec-
tion 430. 

‘‘(C) CONTROLLED GROUP.—The term ‘con-
trolled group’ means any group treated as a 
single employer under subsections (b), (c), 
(m), and (o) of section 414. 

‘‘(l) QUALIFIED TRANSFERS TO HEALTH BEN-
EFIT ACCOUNTS.—In the case of a qualified 
transfer (as defined in section 420), any as-
sets so transferred shall not, for purposes of 
this section, be treated as assets in the 
plan.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply with respect 

to plan years beginning after December 31, 
2007. 
SEC. 113. BENEFIT LIMITATIONS UNDER SINGLE- 

EMPLOYER PLANS. 
(a) PROHIBITION OF SHUTDOWN BENEFITS AND 

OTHER UNPREDICTABLE CONTINGENT EVENT 
BENEFITS UNDER SINGLE-EMPLOYER PLANS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Part III of subchapter D of 
chapter 1 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 (relating to deferred compensation, etc.) 
is amended— 

(A) by striking the heading and inserting 
the following: 
‘‘PART III—RULES RELATING TO MINIMUM 

FUNDING STANDARDS AND BENEFIT 
LIMITATIONS 
‘‘SUBPART A. MINIMUM FUNDING STANDARDS 

FOR PENSION PLANS. 
‘‘SUBPART B. BENEFIT LIMITATIONS UNDER 

SINGLE-EMPLOYER PLANS. 
‘‘Subpart A—Minimum Funding Standards 

for Pension Plans 
‘‘Sec. 430. Minimum funding standards for 

single-employer defined benefit 
pension plans.’’, and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new 
subpart: 

‘‘Subpart B—Benefit Limitations Under 
Single-Employer Plans 

‘‘Sec. 436. Funding-based limitation on shut-
down benefits and other unpre-
dictable contingent event bene-
fits under single-employer 
plans. 

‘‘SEC. 436. FUNDING-BASED LIMITS ON BENEFITS 
AND BENEFIT ACCRUALS UNDER 
SINGLE-EMPLOYER PLANS. 

‘‘(a) GENERAL RULE.—For purposes of sec-
tion 401(a)(29), a defined benefit plan which is 
a single-employer plan shall be treated as 
meeting the requirements of this section if 
the plan meets the requirements of sub-
sections (b), (c), (d), and (e). 

‘‘(b) FUNDING-BASED LIMITATION ON SHUT-
DOWN BENEFITS AND OTHER UNPREDICTABLE 
CONTINGENT EVENT BENEFITS UNDER SINGLE- 
EMPLOYER PLANS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If a participant of a de-
fined benefit plan which is a single-employer 
plan is entitled to an unpredictable contin-
gent event benefit payable with respect to 
any event occurring during any plan year, 
the plan shall provide that such benefit may 
not be provided if the adjusted funding tar-
get attainment percentage for such plan 
year— 

‘‘(A) is less than 60 percent, or 
‘‘(B) would be less than 60 percent taking 

into account such occurrence. 
‘‘(2) EXEMPTION.—Paragraph (1) shall cease 

to apply with respect to any plan year, effec-
tive as of the first day of the plan year, upon 
payment by the plan sponsor of a contribu-
tion (in addition to any minimum required 
contribution under section 303) equal to— 

‘‘(A) in the case of paragraph (1)(A), the 
amount of the increase in the funding target 
of the plan (under section 430) for the plan 
year attributable to the occurrence referred 
to in paragraph (1), and 

‘‘(B) in the case of paragraph (1)(B), the 
amount sufficient to result in a funding tar-
get attainment percentage of 60 percent. 

‘‘(3) UNPREDICTABLE CONTINGENT EVENT.— 
For purposes of this subsection, the term 
‘unpredictable contingent event benefit’ 
means any benefit payable solely by reason 
of— 

‘‘(A) a plant shutdown (or similar event, as 
determined by the Secretary), or 

‘‘(B) any event other than the attainment 
of any age, performance of any service, re-
ceipt or derivation of any compensation, or 
occurrence of death or disability. 

‘‘(c) LIMITATIONS ON PLAN AMENDMENTS IN-
CREASING LIABILITY FOR BENEFITS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—No amendment to a de-
fined benefit plan which is a single-employer 
plan which has the effect of increasing liabil-
ities of the plan by reason of increases in 
benefits, establishment of new benefits, 
changing the rate of benefit accrual, or 
changing the rate at which benefits become 
nonforfeitable may take effect during any 
plan year if the adjusted funding target at-
tainment percentage for such plan year is— 

‘‘(A) less than 80 percent, or 
‘‘(B) would be less than 80 percent taking 

into account such amendment. 
‘‘(2) EXEMPTION.—Paragraph (1) shall cease 

to apply with respect to any plan year, effec-
tive as of the first day of the plan year (or if 
later, the effective date of the amendment), 
upon payment by the plan sponsor of a con-
tribution (in addition to any minimum re-
quired contribution under section 430) equal 
to— 

‘‘(A) in the case of paragraph (1)(A), the 
amount of the increase in the funding target 
of the plan (under section 430) for the plan 
year attributable to the amendment, and 

‘‘(B) in the case of paragraph (1)(B), the 
amount sufficient to result in an adjusted 
funding target attainment percentage of 80 
percent. 

‘‘(3) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN BENEFIT IN-
CREASES.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply to 
any amendment which provides for an in-
crease in benefits under a formula which is 
not based on a participant’s compensation, 
but only if the rate of such increase is not in 
excess of the contemporaneous rate of in-
crease in average wages of participants cov-
ered by the amendment. 

‘‘(d) LIMITATIONS ON ACCELERATED BENEFIT 
DISTRIBUTIONS.— 

‘‘(1) FUNDING PERCENTAGE LESS THAN 60 PER-
CENT.—A defined benefit plan which is a sin-
gle-employer plan shall provide that, in any 
case in which the plan’s adjusted funding 
target attainment percentage for a plan year 
is less than 60 percent, the plan may not pay 
any prohibited payment after the valuation 
date for the plan year. 

‘‘(2) BANKRUPTCY.—A defined benefit plan 
which is a single-employer plan shall provide 
that, during any period in which the plan 
sponsor is a debtor in a case under title 11, 
United States Code, or similar Federal or 
State law, the plan may not pay any prohib-
ited payment. The preceding sentence shall 
not apply on or after the date on which the 
enrolled actuary of the plan certifies that 
the adjusted funding target attainment per-
centage of such plan is not less than 100 per-
cent. 

‘‘(3) LIMITED PAYMENT IF PERCENTAGE AT 
LEAST 60 PERCENT BUT LESS THAN 80 PER-
CENT.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A defined benefit plan 
which is a single-employer plan shall provide 
that, in any case in which the plan’s ad-
justed funding target attainment percentage 
for a plan year is 60 percent or greater but 
less than 80 percent, the plan may not pay 
any prohibited payment after the valuation 
date for the plan year to the extent the 
amount of the payment exceeds the lesser 
of— 

‘‘(i) 50 percent of the amount of the pay-
ment which could be made without regard to 
this section, or 

‘‘(ii) the present value (determined under 
guidance prescribed by the Pension Benefit 
Guaranty Corporation, using the interest 
and mortality assumptions under section 
417(e)) of the maximum guarantee with re-
spect to the participant under section 4022 of 
the Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974. 

‘‘(B) ONE-TIME APPLICATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The plan shall also pro-

vide that only 1 prohibited payment meeting 
the requirements of subparagraph (A) may be 
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made with respect to any participant during 
any period of consecutive plan years to 
which the limitations under either para-
graph (1) or (2) or this paragraph applies. 

‘‘(ii) TREATMENT OF BENEFICIARIES.—For 
purposes of this subparagraph, a participant 
and any beneficiary on his behalf (including 
an alternate payee, as defined in section 
414(p)(8)) shall be treated as 1 participant. If 
the accrued benefit of a participant is allo-
cated to such an alternate payee and 1 or 
more other persons, the amount under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be allocated among such 
persons in the same manner as the accrued 
benefit is allocated unless the qualified do-
mestic relations order (as defined in section 
414(p)(1)(A)) provides otherwise. 

‘‘(4) EXCEPTION.—This subsection shall not 
apply to any plan for any plan year if the 
terms of such plan (as in effect for the period 
beginning on September 1, 2005, and ending 
with such plan year) provide for no benefit 
accruals with respect to any participant dur-
ing such period. 

‘‘(5) PROHIBITED PAYMENT.—For purpose of 
this subsection, the term ‘prohibited pay-
ment’ means— 

‘‘(A) any payment, in excess of the month-
ly amount paid under a single life annuity 
(plus any social security supplements de-
scribed in the last sentence of section 
411(a)(9)), to a participant or beneficiary 
whose annuity starting date (as defined in 
section 417(f)(2)) occurs during any period a 
limitation under paragraph (1) or (2) is in ef-
fect, 

‘‘(B) any payment for the purchase of an ir-
revocable commitment from an insurer to 
pay benefits, and 

‘‘(C) any other payment specified by the 
Secretary by regulations. 

‘‘(e) LIMITATION ON BENEFIT ACCRUALS FOR 
PLANS WITH SEVERE FUNDING SHORTFALLS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A defined benefit plan 
which is a single-employer plan shall provide 
that, in any case in which the plan’s ad-
justed funding target attainment percentage 
for a plan year is less than 60 percent, ben-
efit accruals under the plan shall cease as of 
the valuation date for the plan year. 

‘‘(2) EXEMPTION.—Paragraph (1) shall cease 
to apply with respect to any plan year, effec-
tive as of the first day of the plan year, upon 
payment by the plan sponsor of a contribu-
tion (in addition to any minimum required 
contribution under section 430) equal to the 
amount sufficient to result in an adjusted 
funding target attainment percentage of 60 
percent. 

‘‘(f) RULES RELATING TO CONTRIBUTIONS RE-
QUIRED TO AVOID BENEFIT LIMITATIONS.— 

‘‘(1) SECURITY MAY BE PROVIDED.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-

tion, the adjusted funding target attainment 
percentage shall be determined by treating 
as an asset of the plan any security provided 
by a plan sponsor in a form meeting the re-
quirements of subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(B) FORM OF SECURITY.—The security re-
quired under subparagraph (A) shall consist 
of— 

‘‘(i) a bond issued by a corporate surety 
company that is an acceptable surety for 
purposes of section 412 of the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974, 

‘‘(ii) cash, or United States obligations 
which mature in 3 years or less, held in es-
crow by a bank or similar financial institu-
tion, or 

‘‘(iii) such other form of security as is sat-
isfactory to the Secretary and the parties in-
volved. 

‘‘(C) ENFORCEMENT.—Any security provided 
under subparagraph (A) may be perfected and 
enforced at any time after the earlier of— 

‘‘(i) the date on which the plan terminates, 
‘‘(ii) if there is a failure to make a pay-

ment of the minimum required contribution 

for any plan year beginning after the secu-
rity is provided, the due date for the pay-
ment under section 430(j), or 

‘‘(iii) if the adjusted funding target attain-
ment percentage is less than 60 percent for a 
consecutive period of 7 years, the valuation 
date for the last year in the period. 

‘‘(D) RELEASE OF SECURITY.—The security 
shall be released (and any amounts there-
under shall be refunded together with any in-
terest accrued thereon) at such time as the 
Secretary may prescribe in regulations, in-
cluding regulations for partial releases of the 
security by reason of increases in the fund-
ing target attainment percentage. 

‘‘(2) PREFUNDING BALANCE OR FUNDING 
STANDARD CARRYOVER BALANCE MAY NOT BE 
USED.—No prefunding balance under section 
430(f) or funding standard carryover balance 
may be used under subsection (b), (c), or (e) 
to satisfy any payment an employer may 
make under any such subsection to avoid or 
terminate the application of any limitation 
under such subsection. 

‘‘(3) DEEMED REDUCTION OF FUNDING BAL-
ANCES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 
(C), in any case in which a benefit limitation 
under subsection (b), (c), (d), or (e) would 
(but for this subparagraph and determined 
without regard to subsection (b)(2), (c)(2), or 
(e)(2)) apply to such plan for the plan year, 
the plan sponsor of such plan shall be treated 
for purposes of this title as having made an 
election under section 430(f) to reduce the 
prefunding balance or funding standard car-
ryover balance by such amount as is nec-
essary for such benefit limitation to not 
apply to the plan for such plan year. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION FOR INSUFFICIENT FUNDING 
BALANCES.—Subparagraph (A) shall not apply 
with respect to a benefit limitation for any 
plan year if the application of subparagraph 
(A) would not result in the benefit limitation 
not applying for such plan year. 

‘‘(C) RESTRICTIONS OF CERTAIN RULES TO 
COLLECTIVELY BARGAINED PLANS.—With re-
spect to any benefit limitation under sub-
section (b), (c), or (e), subparagraph (A) shall 
only apply in the case of a plan maintained 
pursuant to 1 or more collective bargaining 
agreements between employee representa-
tives and 1 or more employers. 

‘‘(g) NEW PLANS.—Subsections (b), (c), and 
(e) shall not apply to a plan for the first 5 
plan years of the plan. For purposes of this 
subsection, the reference in this subsection 
to a plan shall include a reference to any 
predecessor plan. 

‘‘(h) PRESUMED UNDERFUNDING FOR PUR-
POSES OF BENEFIT LIMITATIONS.— 

‘‘(1) PRESUMPTION OF CONTINUED UNDER-
FUNDING.—In any case in which a benefit lim-
itation under subsection (b), (c), (d), or (e) 
has been applied to a plan with respect to 
the plan year preceding the current plan 
year, the adjusted funding target attainment 
percentage of the plan for the current plan 
year shall be presumed to be equal to the ad-
justed funding target attainment percentage 
of the plan for the preceding plan year until 
the enrolled actuary of the plan certifies the 
actual adjusted funding target attainment 
percentage of the plan for the current plan 
year. 

‘‘(2) PRESUMPTION OF UNDERFUNDING AFTER 
10TH MONTH.—In any case in which no certifi-
cation of the adjusted funding target attain-
ment percentage for the current plan year is 
made with respect to the plan before the 
first day of the 10th month of such year, for 
purposes of subsections (b), (c), (d), and (e), 
such first day shall be deemed, for purposes 
of such subsection, to be the valuation date 
of the plan for the current plan year and the 
plan’s adjusted funding target attainment 
percentage shall be conclusively presumed to 
be less than 60 percent as of such first day. 

‘‘(3) PRESUMPTION OF UNDERFUNDING AFTER 
4TH MONTH FOR NEARLY UNDERFUNDED 
PLANS.—In any case in which— 

‘‘(A) a benefit limitation under subsection 
(b), (c), (d), or (e) did not apply to a plan with 
respect to the plan year preceding the cur-
rent plan year, but the adjusted funding tar-
get attainment percentage of the plan for 
such preceding plan year was not more than 
10 percentage points greater than the per-
centage which would have caused such sub-
section to apply to the plan with respect to 
such preceding plan year, and 

‘‘(B) as of the first day of the 4th month of 
the current plan year, the enrolled actuary 
of the plan has not certified the actual ad-
justed funding target attainment percentage 
of the plan for the current plan year, 

until the enrolled actuary so certifies, such 
first day shall be deemed, for purposes of 
such subsection, to be the valuation date of 
the plan for the current plan year and the 
adjusted funding target attainment percent-
age of the plan as of such first day shall, for 
purposes of such subsection, be presumed to 
be equal to 10 percentage points less than the 
adjusted funding target attainment percent-
age of the plan for such preceding plan year. 

‘‘(i) TREATMENT OF PLAN AS OF CLOSE OF 
PROHIBITED OR CESSATION PERIOD.—For pur-
poses of applying this title— 

‘‘(1) OPERATION OF PLAN AFTER PERIOD.— 
Unless the plan provides otherwise, pay-
ments and accruals will resume effective as 
of the day following the close of the period 
for which any limitation of payment or ac-
crual of benefits under subsection (d) or (e) 
applies. 

‘‘(2) TREATMENT OF AFFECTED BENEFITS.— 
Nothing in this subsection shall be construed 
as affecting the plan’s treatment of benefits 
which would have been paid or accrued but 
for this section. 

‘‘(j) TERMS RELATING TO FUNDING TARGET 
ATTAINMENT PERCENTAGE.—For purposes of 
this section— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘funding target 
attainment percentage’ has the same mean-
ing given such term by section 430(d)(2). 

‘‘(2) ADJUSTED FUNDING TARGET ATTAINMENT 
PERCENTAGE.—The term ‘adjusted funding 
target attainment percentage’ means the 
funding target attainment percentage which 
is determined under paragraph (1) by increas-
ing each of the amounts under subpara-
graphs (A) and (B) of section 430(d)(2) by the 
aggregate amount of purchases of annuities 
for employees other than highly com-
pensated employees (as defined in section 
414(q)) which were made by the plan during 
the preceding 2 plan years. 

‘‘(3) APPLICATION TO PLANS WHICH ARE 
FULLY FUNDED WITHOUT REGARD TO REDUC-
TIONS FOR FUNDING BALANCES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a plan for 
any plan year, if the funding target attain-
ment percentage is 100 percent or more (de-
termined without regard to this paragraph 
and without regard to the reduction in the 
value of assets under section 430(f)(4)(A)), the 
funding target attainment percentage for 
purposes of paragraph (1) shall be determined 
without regard to such reduction. 

‘‘(B) TRANSITION RULE.—Subparagraph (A) 
shall be applied to plan years beginning after 
2007 and before 2011 by substituting for ‘100 
percent’ the applicable percentage deter-
mined in accordance with the following 
table: 
‘‘In the case of a plan 

year beginning in 
calendar year: 

The applicable 
percentage is 

2008 .................................................. 92
2009 .................................................. 94
2010 .................................................. 96. 

‘‘(C) LIMITATION.—Subparagraph (B) shall 
not apply with respect to any plan year after 
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2008 unless the funding target attainment 
percentage (determined without regard to 
this paragraph) of the plan for each pre-
ceding plan year after 2007 was not less than 
the applicable percentage with respect to 
such preceding plan year determined under 
subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(k) SPECIAL RULE FOR 2008.—For purposes 
of this section, in the case of plan years be-
ginning in 2008, the funding target attain-
ment percentage for the preceding plan year 
may be determined using such methods of es-
timation as the Secretary may provide.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
parts for subchapter D of chapter 1 of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by 
adding at the end the following new item: 
‘‘PART III—RULES RELATING TO MINIMUM 

FUNDING STANDARDS AND BENEFIT LIMITA-
TIONS’’. 
(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to plan years begin-
ning after December 31, 2007. 

(2) COLLECTIVE BARGAINING EXCEPTION.—In 
the case of a plan maintained pursuant to 1 
or more collective bargaining agreements be-
tween employee representatives and 1 or 
more employers ratified before January 1, 
2008, the amendments made by this section 
shall not apply to plan years beginning be-
fore the earlier of— 

(A) the later of— 
(i) the date on which the last collective 

bargaining agreement relating to the plan 
terminates (determined without regard to 
any extension thereof agreed to after the 
date of the enactment of this Act), or 

(ii) the first day of the first plan year to 
which the amendments made by this sub-
section would (but for this subparagraph) 
apply, or 

(B) January 1, 2010. 

For purposes of subparagraph (A)(i), any plan 
amendment made pursuant to a collective 
bargaining agreement relating to the plan 
which amends the plan solely to conform to 
any requirement added by this section shall 
not be treated as a termination of such col-
lective bargaining agreement. 
SEC. 114. TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-

MENTS. 
(a) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO QUALIFICA-

TION REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) Section 401(a)(29) of the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(29) BENEFIT LIMITATIONS ON PLANS IN AT- 
RISK STATUS.—In the case of a defined benefit 
plan (other than a multiemployer plan) to 
which the requirements of section 412 apply, 
the trust of which the plan is a part shall not 
constitute a qualified trust under this sub-
section unless the plan meets the require-
ments of section 436.’’. 

(2) Section 401(a)(32) of such Code is amend-
ed— 

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking 
‘‘412(m)(5)’’ each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘‘section 430(j)(4)’’, and 

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 412(m)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 430(j)’’. 

(3) Section 401(a)(33) of such Code is amend-
ed— 

(A) in subparagraph (B)(i), by striking 
‘‘funded current liability percentage (within 
the meaning of section 412(l)(8))’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘funding target attainment percentage 
(as defined in section 430(d)(2))’’, 

(B) in subparagraph (B)(iii), by striking 
‘‘subsection 412(c)(8)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
412(c)(2)’’, and 

(C) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 412(c)(11) (without regard to subpara-
graph (B) thereof)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
412(b)(2) (without regard to subparagraph (B) 
thereof)’’. 

(b) VESTING RULES.—Section 411 of such 
Code is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘section 412(c)(8)’’ in sub-
section (a)(3)(C) and inserting ‘‘section 
412(c)(2)’’, 

(2) in subsection (b)(1)(F)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘paragraphs (2) and (3) of 

section 412(i)’’ in clause (ii) and inserting 
‘‘subparagraphs (B) and (C) of section 
412(e)(3)’’, and 

(B) by striking ‘‘paragraphs (4), (5), and (6) 
of section 412(i)’’ and inserting ‘‘subpara-
graphs (D), (E), and (F) of section 412(e)(3)’’, 
and 

(3) by striking ‘‘section 412(c)(8)’’ in sub-
section (d)(6)(A) and inserting ‘‘section 
412(e)(2)’’. 

(c) MERGERS AND CONSOLIDATIONS OF 
PLANS.—Subclause (I) of section 
414(l)(2)(B)(i) of such Code is amended to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(I) the amount determined under section 
431(c)(6)(A)(i) in the case of a multiemployer 
plan (and the sum of the funding shortfall 
and target normal cost determined under 
section 430 in the case of any other plan), 
over’’. 

(d) TRANSFER OF EXCESS PENSION ASSETS 
TO RETIREE HEALTH ACCOUNTS.— 

(1) Section 420(e)(2) of such Code is amend-
ed to read as follows: 

‘‘(2) EXCESS PENSION ASSETS.—The term 
‘excess pension assets’ means the excess (if 
any) of— 

‘‘(A) the lesser of— 
‘‘(i) the fair market value of the plan’s as-

sets (reduced by the prefunding balance and 
funding standard carryover balance deter-
mined under section 430(f)), or 

‘‘(ii) the value of plan assets as determined 
under section 430(g)(3) after reduction under 
section 430(f), over 

‘‘(B) 125 percent of the sum of the funding 
shortfall and the target normal cost deter-
mined under section 430 for such plan year.’’. 

(2) Section 420(e)(4) of such Code is amend-
ed to read as follows: 

‘‘(4) COORDINATION WITH SECTION 430.—In 
the case of a qualified transfer, any assets so 
transferred shall not, for purposes of this 
section and section 430, be treated as assets 
in the plan.’’. 

(e) EXCISE TAXES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsections (a) and (b) of 

section 4971 of such Code are amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(a) INITIAL TAX.—If at any time during 
any taxable year an employer maintains a 
plan to which section 412 applies, there is 
hereby imposed for the taxable year a tax 
equal to— 

‘‘(1) in the case of a single-employer plan, 
10 percent of the aggregate unpaid minimum 
required contributions for all plan years re-
maining unpaid as of the end of any plan 
year ending with or within the taxable year, 
and 

‘‘(2) in the case of a multiemployer plan, 5 
percent of the accumulated funding defi-
ciency determined under section 431 as of the 
end of any plan year ending with or within 
the taxable year. 

‘‘(b) ADDITIONAL TAX.—If— 
‘‘(1) a tax is imposed under subsection 

(a)(1) on any unpaid required minimum con-
tribution and such amount remains unpaid 
as of the close of the taxable period, or 

‘‘(2) a tax is imposed under subsection 
(a)(2) on any accumulated funding deficiency 
and the accumulated funding deficiency is 
not corrected within the taxable period, 
there is hereby imposed a tax equal to 100 
percent of the unpaid minimum required 
contribution or accumulated funding defi-
ciency, whichever is applicable, to the extent 
not so paid or corrected.’’. 

(2) Section 4971(c) of such Code is amend-
ed— 

(A) by striking ‘‘the last two sentences of 
section 412(a)’’ in paragraph (1) and inserting 
‘‘section 431’’, and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(4) UNPAID MINIMUM REQUIRED CONTRIBU-
TION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘unpaid min-
imum required contribution’ means, with re-
spect to any plan year, any minimum re-
quired contribution under section 430 for the 
plan year which is not paid on or before the 
due date (as determined under section 
430(j)(1)) for the plan year. 

‘‘(B) ORDERING RULE.—Any payment to or 
under a plan for any plan year shall be allo-
cated first to unpaid minimum required con-
tributions for all preceding plan years on a 
first-in, first-out basis and then to the min-
imum required contribution under section 
430 for the plan year.’’. 

(3) Section 4971(e)(1) of such Code is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘section 412(b)(3)(A)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 412(a)(1)(A)’’. 

(4) Section 4971(f)(1) of such Code is amend-
ed— 

(A) by striking ‘‘section 412(m)(5)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 430(j)(4)’’, and 

(B) by striking ‘‘section 412(m)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘section 430(j)’’. 

(5) Section 4972(c)(7) of such Code is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘except to the extent that 
such contributions exceed the full-funding 
limitation (as defined in section 412(c)(7), de-
termined without regard to subparagraph 
(A)(i)(I) thereof)’’ and inserting ‘‘except, in 
the case of a multiemployer plan, to the ex-
tent that such contributions exceed the full- 
funding limitation (as defined in section 
431(c)(6))’’. 

(f) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—Section 
6059(b) of such Code is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘the accumulated funding 
deficiency (as defined in section 412(a))’’ in 
paragraph (2) and inserting ‘‘the minimum 
required contribution determined under sec-
tion 430, or the accumulated funding defi-
ciency determined under section 431,’’, and 

(2) by striking paragraph (3)(B) and insert-
ing: 

‘‘(B) the requirements for reasonable actu-
arial assumptions under section 430(h)(1) or 
431(c)(3), whichever are applicable, have been 
complied with.’’. 
SEC. 115. MODIFICATION OF TRANSITION RULE 

TO PENSION FUNDING REQUIRE-
MENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a plan 
that— 

(1) was not required to pay a variable rate 
premium for the plan year beginning in 1996, 

(2) has not, in any plan year beginning 
after 1995, merged with another plan (other 
than a plan sponsored by an employer that 
was in 1996 within the controlled group of the 
plan sponsor); and 

(3) is sponsored by a company that is en-
gaged primarily in the interurban or inter-
state passenger bus service, 

the rules described in subsection (b) shall 
apply for any plan year beginning after De-
cember 31, 2007. 

(b) MODIFIED RULES.—The rules described 
in this subsection are as follows: 

(1) For purposes of section 430(j)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and section 
303(j)(3) of the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974, the plan shall be treat-
ed as not having a funding shortfall for any 
plan year. 

(2) For purposes of— 
(A) determining unfunded vested benefits 

under section 4006(a)(3)(E)(iii) of such Act, 
and 

(B) determining any present value or mak-
ing any computation under section 412 of 
such Code or section 302 of such Act, 
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the mortality table shall be the mortality 
table used by the plan. 

(3) Section 430(c)(5)(B) of such Code and 
section 303(c)(5)(B) of such Act (relating to 
phase-in of funding target for exemption 
from new shortfall amortization base) shall 
each be applied by substituting ‘‘2012’’ for 
‘‘2011’’ therein and by substituting for the 
table therein the following: 
In the case of a plan 

year beginning in 
calendar year: 

The applicable 
percentage is: 

2008 90 percent 
2009 92 percent 
2010 94 percent 
2011 96 percent. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—Any term used in this 
section which is also used in section 430 of 
such Code or section 303 of such Act shall 
have the meaning provided such term in such 
section. If the same term has a different 
meaning in such Code and such Act, such 
term shall, for purposes of this section, have 
the meaning provided by such Code when ap-
plied with respect to such Code and the 
meaning provided by such Act when applied 
with respect to such Act. 

(d) SPECIAL RULE FOR 2006 AND 2007.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 769(c)(3) of the Re-

tirement Protection Act of 1994, as added by 
section 201 of the Pension Funding Equity 
Act of 2004, is amended by striking ‘‘and 
2005’’ and inserting ‘‘, 2005, 2006, and 2007’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by paragraph (1) shall apply to plan 
years beginning after December 31, 2005. 

(e) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.— 
(1) Section 769 of the Retirement Protec-

tion Act of 1994 is amended by striking sub-
section (c). 

(2) The amendment made by paragraph (1) 
shall take effect on December 31, 2007, and 
shall apply to plan years beginning after 
such date. 
SEC. 116. RESTRICTIONS ON FUNDING OF NON-

QUALIFIED DEFERRED COMPENSA-
TION PLANS BY EMPLOYERS MAIN-
TAINING UNDERFUNDED OR TERMI-
NATED SINGLE-EMPLOYER PLANS. 

(a) AMENDMENTS OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE.—Subsection (b) of section 409A of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (providing 
rules relating to funding) is amended by re-
designating paragraphs (3) and (4) as para-
graphs (4) and (5), respectively, and by in-
serting after paragraph (2) the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(3) TREATMENT OF EMPLOYER’S DEFINED 
BENEFIT PLAN DURING RESTRICTED PERIOD.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If– 
‘‘(i) during any restricted period with re-

spect to a single-employer defined benefit 
plan, assets are set aside or reserved (di-
rectly or indirectly) in a trust (or other ar-
rangement as determined by the Secretary) 
or transferred to such a trust or other ar-
rangement for purposes of paying deferred 
compensation of an applicable covered em-
ployee under a nonqualified deferred com-
pensation plan of the plan sponsor or mem-
ber of a controlled group which includes the 
plan sponsor, or 

‘‘(ii) a nonqualified deferred compensation 
plan of the plan sponsor or member of a con-
trolled group which includes the plan spon-
sor provides that assets will become re-
stricted to the provision of benefits under 
the plan in connection with such restricted 
period (or other similar financial measure 
determined by the Secretary) with respect to 
the defined benefit plan, or assets are so re-
stricted, 

such assets shall, for purposes of section 83, 
be treated as property transferred in connec-
tion with the performance of services wheth-
er or not such assets are available to satisfy 
claims of general creditors. Clause (i) shall 

not apply with respect to any assets which 
are so set aside before the restricted period 
with respect to the defined benefit plan. 

‘‘(B) RESTRICTED PERIOD.—For purposes of 
this section, the term ‘restricted period’ 
means, with respect to any plan described in 
subparagraph (A)— 

‘‘(i) any period during which the plan is in 
at-risk status (as defined in section 430(i)); 

‘‘(ii) any period the plan sponsor is a debt-
or in a case under title 11, United States 
Code, or similar Federal or State law, and 

‘‘(iii) the 12-month period beginning on the 
date which is 6 months before the termi-
nation date of the plan if, as of the termi-
nation date, the plan is not sufficient for 
benefit liabilities (within the meaning of sec-
tion 4041 of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974). 

‘‘(C) SPECIAL RULE FOR PAYMENT OF TAXES 
ON DEFERRED COMPENSATION INCLUDED IN IN-
COME.—If an employer provides directly or 
indirectly for the payment of any Federal, 
State, or local income taxes with respect to 
any compensation required to be included in 
gross income by reason of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) interest shall be imposed under sub-
section (a)(1)(B)(i)(I) on the amount of such 
payment in the same manner as if such pay-
ment was part of the deferred compensation 
to which it relates, 

‘‘(ii) such payment shall be taken into ac-
count in determining the amount of the ad-
ditional tax under subsection (a)(1)(B)(i)(II) 
in the same manner as if such payment was 
part of the deferred compensation to which 
it relates, and 

‘‘(iii) no deduction shall be allowed under 
this title with respect to such payment. 

‘‘(D) OTHER DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of 
this section— 

‘‘(i) APPLICABLE COVERED EMPLOYEE.—The 
term ‘applicable covered employee’ means 
any— 

‘‘(I) covered employee of a plan sponsor, 
‘‘(II) covered employee of a member of a 

controlled group which includes the plan 
sponsor, and 

‘‘(III) former employee who was a covered 
employee at the time of termination of em-
ployment with the plan sponsor or a member 
of a controlled group which includes the plan 
sponsor. 

‘‘(ii) COVERED EMPLOYEE.—The term ‘cov-
ered employee’ means an individual de-
scribed in section 162(m)(3) or an individual 
subject to the requirements of section 16(a) 
of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Paragraphs 
(4) and (5) of section 409A(b) of such Code, as 
redesignated by subsection (a) of this sub-
section, are each amended by striking ‘‘para-
graph (1) or (2)’’ each place it appears and in-
serting ‘‘paragraph (1), (2), or (3)’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to transfers 
or other reservation of assets after the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 

TITLE II—FUNDING RULES FOR MULTIEM-
PLOYER DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS AND 
RELATED PROVISIONS 

Subtitle A—Amendments to Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 

SEC. 201. FUNDING RULES FOR MULTIEMPLOYER 
DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part 3 of subtitle B of 
title I of the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974 (as amended by this Act) 
is amended by inserting after section 303 the 
following new section: 

‘‘MINIMUM FUNDING STANDARDS FOR 
MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS 

‘‘SEC. 304. (a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of 
section 302, the accumulated funding defi-
ciency of a multiemployer plan for any plan 
year is— 

‘‘(1) except as provided in paragraph (2), 
the amount, determined as of the end of the 
plan year, equal to the excess (if any) of the 
total charges to the funding standard ac-
count of the plan for all plan years (begin-
ning with the first plan year for which this 
part applies to the plan) over the total cred-
its to such account for such years, and 

‘‘(2) if the multiemployer plan is in reorga-
nization for any plan year, the accumulated 
funding deficiency of the plan determined 
under section 4243. 

‘‘(b) FUNDING STANDARD ACCOUNT.— 
‘‘(1) ACCOUNT REQUIRED.—Each multiem-

ployer plan to which this part applies shall 
establish and maintain a funding standard 
account. Such account shall be credited and 
charged solely as provided in this section. 

‘‘(2) CHARGES TO ACCOUNT.—For a plan year, 
the funding standard account shall be 
charged with the sum of— 

‘‘(A) the normal cost of the plan for the 
plan year, 

‘‘(B) the amounts necessary to amortize in 
equal annual installments (until fully amor-
tized)— 

‘‘(i) in the case of a plan which comes into 
existence on or after January 1, 2008, the un-
funded past service liability under the plan 
on the first day of the first plan year to 
which this section applies, over a period of 15 
plan years, 

‘‘(ii) separately, with respect to each plan 
year, the net increase (if any) in unfunded 
past service liability under the plan arising 
from plan amendments adopted in such year, 
over a period of 15 plan years, 

‘‘(iii) separately, with respect to each plan 
year, the net experience loss (if any) under 
the plan, over a period of 15 plan years, and 

‘‘(iv) separately, with respect to each plan 
year, the net loss (if any) resulting from 
changes in actuarial assumptions used under 
the plan, over a period of 15 plan years, 

‘‘(C) the amount necessary to amortize 
each waived funding deficiency (within the 
meaning of section 302(c)(3)) for each prior 
plan year in equal annual installments (until 
fully amortized) over a period of 15 plan 
years, 

‘‘(D) the amount necessary to amortize in 
equal annual installments (until fully amor-
tized) over a period of 5 plan years any 
amount credited to the funding standard ac-
count under section 302(b)(3)(D) (as in effect 
on the day before the date of the enactment 
of the Pension Protection Act of 2006), and 

‘‘(E) the amount necessary to amortize in 
equal annual installments (until fully amor-
tized) over a period of 20 years the contribu-
tions which would be required to be made 
under the plan but for the provisions of sec-
tion 302(c)(7)(A)(i)(I) (as in effect on the day 
before the date of the enactment of the Pen-
sion Protection Act of 2006). 

‘‘(3) CREDITS TO ACCOUNT.—For a plan year, 
the funding standard account shall be cred-
ited with the sum of— 

‘‘(A) the amount considered contributed by 
the employer to or under the plan for the 
plan year, 

‘‘(B) the amount necessary to amortize in 
equal annual installments (until fully amor-
tized)— 

‘‘(i) separately, with respect to each plan 
year, the net decrease (if any) in unfunded 
past service liability under the plan arising 
from plan amendments adopted in such year, 
over a period of 15 plan years, 

‘‘(ii) separately, with respect to each plan 
year, the net experience gain (if any) under 
the plan, over a period of 15 plan years, and 

‘‘(iii) separately, with respect to each plan 
year, the net gain (if any) resulting from 
changes in actuarial assumptions used under 
the plan, over a period of 15 plan years, 
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‘‘(C) the amount of the waived funding de-

ficiency (within the meaning of section 
302(c)(3)) for the plan year, and 

‘‘(D) in the case of a plan year for which 
the accumulated funding deficiency is deter-
mined under the funding standard account if 
such plan year follows a plan year for which 
such deficiency was determined under the al-
ternative minimum funding standard under 
section 305 (as in effect on the day before the 
date of the enactment of the Pension Protec-
tion Act of 2006), the excess (if any) of any 
debit balance in the funding standard ac-
count (determined without regard to this 
subparagraph) over any debit balance in the 
alternative minimum funding standard ac-
count. 

‘‘(4) SPECIAL RULE FOR AMOUNTS FIRST AM-
ORTIZED IN PLAN YEARS BEFORE 2008.—In the 
case of any amount amortized under section 
302(b) (as in effect on the day before the date 
of the enactment of the Pension Protection 
Act of 2006) over any period beginning with a 
plan year beginning before 2008, in lieu of the 
amortization described in paragraphs (2)(B) 
and (3)(B), such amount shall continue to be 
amortized under such section as so in effect. 

‘‘(5) COMBINING AND OFFSETTING AMOUNTS 
TO BE AMORTIZED.—Under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
amounts required to be amortized under 
paragraph (2) or paragraph (3), as the case 
may be— 

‘‘(A) may be combined into one amount 
under such paragraph to be amortized over a 
period determined on the basis of the re-
maining amortization period for all items 
entering into such combined amount, and 

‘‘(B) may be offset against amounts re-
quired to be amortized under the other such 
paragraph, with the resulting amount to be 
amortized over a period determined on the 
basis of the remaining amortization periods 
for all items entering into whichever of the 
two amounts being offset is the greater. 

‘‘(6) INTEREST.—The funding standard ac-
count (and items therein) shall be charged or 
credited (as determined under regulations 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury) 
with interest at the appropriate rate con-
sistent with the rate or rates of interest used 
under the plan to determine costs. 

‘‘(7) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO CHARGES 
AND CREDITS TO FUNDING STANDARD AC-
COUNT.—For purposes of this part— 

‘‘(A) WITHDRAWAL LIABILITY.—Any amount 
received by a multiemployer plan in pay-
ment of all or part of an employer’s with-
drawal liability under part 1 of subtitle E of 
title IV shall be considered an amount con-
tributed by the employer to or under the 
plan. The Secretary of the Treasury may 
prescribe by regulation additional charges 
and credits to a multiemployer plan’s fund-
ing standard account to the extent necessary 
to prevent withdrawal liability payments 
from being unduly reflected as advance fund-
ing for plan liabilities. 

‘‘(B) ADJUSTMENTS WHEN A MULTIEMPLOYER 
PLAN LEAVES REORGANIZATION.—If a multiem-
ployer plan is not in reorganization in the 
plan year but was in reorganization in the 
immediately preceding plan year, any bal-
ance in the funding standard account at the 
close of such immediately preceding plan 
year— 

‘‘(i) shall be eliminated by an offsetting 
credit or charge (as the case may be), but 

‘‘(ii) shall be taken into account in subse-
quent plan years by being amortized in equal 
annual installments (until fully amortized) 
over 30 plan years. 

The preceding sentence shall not apply to 
the extent of any accumulated funding defi-
ciency under section 4243(a) as of the end of 
the last plan year that the plan was in reor-
ganization. 

‘‘(C) PLAN PAYMENTS TO SUPPLEMENTAL 
PROGRAM OR WITHDRAWAL LIABILITY PAYMENT 
FUND.—Any amount paid by a plan during a 
plan year to the Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation pursuant to section 4222 of this 
Act or to a fund exempt under section 
501(c)(22) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 pursuant to section 4223 of this Act shall 
reduce the amount of contributions consid-
ered received by the plan for the plan year. 

‘‘(D) INTERIM WITHDRAWAL LIABILITY PAY-
MENTS.—Any amount paid by an employer 
pending a final determination of the employ-
er’s withdrawal liability under part 1 of sub-
title E of title IV and subsequently refunded 
to the employer by the plan shall be charged 
to the funding standard account in accord-
ance with regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury. 

‘‘(E) ELECTION FOR DEFERRAL OF CHARGE 
FOR PORTION OF NET EXPERIENCE LOSS.—If an 
election is in effect under section 302(b)(7)(F) 
(as in effect on the day before the date of the 
enactment of the Pension Protection Act of 
2006) for any plan year, the funding standard 
account shall be charged in the plan year to 
which the portion of the net experience loss 
deferred by such election was deferred with 
the amount so deferred (and paragraph 
(2)(B)(iii) shall not apply to the amount so 
charged). 

‘‘(F) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.—Any amount 
of any financial assistance from the Pension 
Benefit Guaranty Corporation to any plan, 
and any repayment of such amount, shall be 
taken into account under this section and 
section 302 in such manner as is determined 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

‘‘(G) SHORT-TERM BENEFITS.—To the extent 
that any plan amendment increases the un-
funded past service liability under the plan 
by reason of an increase in benefits which 
are not payable as a life annuity but are pay-
able under the terms of the plan for a period 
that does not exceed 14 years from the effec-
tive date of the amendment, paragraph 
(2)(B)(ii) shall be applied separately with re-
spect to such increase in unfunded past serv-
ice liability by substituting the number of 
years of the period during which such bene-
fits are payable for ‘15’. 

‘‘(c) ADDITIONAL RULES.— 
‘‘(1) DETERMINATIONS TO BE MADE UNDER 

FUNDING METHOD.—For purposes of this part, 
normal costs, accrued liability, past service 
liabilities, and experience gains and losses 
shall be determined under the funding meth-
od used to determine costs under the plan. 

‘‘(2) VALUATION OF ASSETS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this 

part, the value of the plan’s assets shall be 
determined on the basis of any reasonable 
actuarial method of valuation which takes 
into account fair market value and which is 
permitted under regulations prescribed by 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 

‘‘(B) ELECTION WITH RESPECT TO BONDS.— 
The value of a bond or other evidence of in-
debtedness which is not in default as to prin-
cipal or interest may, at the election of the 
plan administrator, be determined on an am-
ortized basis running from initial cost at 
purchase to par value at maturity or earliest 
call date. Any election under this subpara-
graph shall be made at such time and in such 
manner as the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall by regulations provide, shall apply to 
all such evidences of indebtedness, and may 
be revoked only with the consent of such 
Secretary. 

‘‘(3) ACTUARIAL ASSUMPTIONS MUST BE REA-
SONABLE.—For purposes of this section, all 
costs, liabilities, rates of interest, and other 
factors under the plan shall be determined 
on the basis of actuarial assumptions and 
methods— 

‘‘(A) each of which is reasonable (taking 
into account the experience of the plan and 
reasonable expectations), and 

‘‘(B) which, in combination, offer the actu-
ary’s best estimate of anticipated experience 
under the plan. 

‘‘(4) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN CHANGES AS EX-
PERIENCE GAIN OR LOSS.—For purposes of this 
section, if— 

‘‘(A) a change in benefits under the Social 
Security Act or in other retirement benefits 
created under Federal or State law, or 

‘‘(B) a change in the definition of the term 
‘wages’ under section 3121 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, or a change in the 
amount of such wages taken into account 
under regulations prescribed for purposes of 
section 401(a)(5) of such Code, 

results in an increase or decrease in accrued 
liability under a plan, such increase or de-
crease shall be treated as an experience loss 
or gain. 

‘‘(5) FULL FUNDING.—If, as of the close of a 
plan year, a plan would (without regard to 
this paragraph) have an accumulated funding 
deficiency in excess of the full funding limi-
tation— 

‘‘(A) the funding standard account shall be 
credited with the amount of such excess, and 

‘‘(B) all amounts described in subpara-
graphs (B), (C), and (D) of subsection (b) (2) 
and subparagraph (B) of subsection (b)(3) 
which are required to be amortized shall be 
considered fully amortized for purposes of 
such subparagraphs. 

‘‘(6) FULL-FUNDING LIMITATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of para-

graph (5), the term ‘full-funding limitation’ 
means the excess (if any) of— 

‘‘(i) the accrued liability (including normal 
cost) under the plan (determined under the 
entry age normal funding method if such ac-
crued liability cannot be directly calculated 
under the funding method used for the plan), 
over 

‘‘(ii) the lesser of— 
‘‘(I) the fair market value of the plan’s as-

sets, or 
‘‘(II) the value of such assets determined 

under paragraph (2). 
‘‘(B) MINIMUM AMOUNT.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In no event shall the full- 

funding limitation determined under sub-
paragraph (A) be less than the excess (if any) 
of— 

‘‘(I) 90 percent of the current liability of 
the plan (including the expected increase in 
current liability due to benefits accruing 
during the plan year), over 

‘‘(II) the value of the plan’s assets deter-
mined under paragraph (2). 

‘‘(ii) ASSETS.—For purposes of clause (i), 
assets shall not be reduced by any credit bal-
ance in the funding standard account. 

‘‘(C) FULL FUNDING LIMITATION.—For pur-
poses of this paragraph, unless otherwise 
provided by the plan, the accrued liability 
under a multiemployer plan shall not in-
clude benefits which are not nonforfeitable 
under the plan after the termination of the 
plan (taking into consideration section 
411(d)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986). 

‘‘(D) CURRENT LIABILITY.—For purposes of 
this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘current liabil-
ity’ means all liabilities to employees and 
their beneficiaries under the plan. 

‘‘(ii) TREATMENT OF UNPREDICTABLE CONTIN-
GENT EVENT BENEFITS.—For purposes of 
clause (i), any benefit contingent on an event 
other than— 

‘‘(I) age, service, compensation, death, or 
disability, or 

‘‘(II) an event which is reasonably and reli-
ably predictable (as determined by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury), 
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shall not be taken into account until the 
event on which the benefit is contingent oc-
curs. 

‘‘(iii) INTEREST RATE USED.—The rate of in-
terest used to determine current liability 
under this paragraph shall be the rate of in-
terest determined under subparagraph (E). 

‘‘(iv) MORTALITY TABLES.— 
‘‘(I) COMMISSIONERS’ STANDARD TABLE.—In 

the case of plan years beginning before the 
first plan year to which the first tables pre-
scribed under subclause (II) apply, the mor-
tality table used in determining current li-
ability under this paragraph shall be the 
table prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury which is based on the prevailing 
commissioners’ standard table (described in 
section 807(d)(5)(A) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986) used to determine reserves for 
group annuity contracts issued on January 1, 
1993. 

‘‘(II) SECRETARIAL AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury may by regulation 
prescribe for plan years beginning after De-
cember 31, 1999, mortality tables to be used 
in determining current liability under this 
subsection. Such tables shall be based upon 
the actual experience of pension plans and 
projected trends in such experience. In pre-
scribing such tables, such Secretary shall 
take into account results of available inde-
pendent studies of mortality of individuals 
covered by pension plans. 

‘‘(v) SEPARATE MORTALITY TABLES FOR THE 
DISABLED.—Notwithstanding clause (iv)— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall establish mortality tables 
which may be used (in lieu of the tables 
under clause (iv)) to determine current li-
ability under this subsection for individuals 
who are entitled to benefits under the plan 
on account of disability. Such Secretary 
shall establish separate tables for individ-
uals whose disabilities occur in plan years 
beginning before January 1, 1995, and for in-
dividuals whose disabilities occur in plan 
years beginning on or after such date. 

‘‘(II) SPECIAL RULE FOR DISABILITIES OCCUR-
RING AFTER 1994.—In the case of disabilities 
occurring in plan years beginning after De-
cember 31, 1994, the tables under subclause 
(I) shall apply only with respect to individ-
uals described in such subclause who are dis-
abled within the meaning of title II of the 
Social Security Act and the regulations 
thereunder. 

‘‘(vi) PERIODIC REVIEW.—The Secretary of 
the Treasury shall periodically (at least 
every 5 years) review any tables in effect 
under this subparagraph and shall, to the ex-
tent such Secretary determines necessary, 
by regulation update the tables to reflect the 
actual experience of pension plans and pro-
jected trends in such experience. 

‘‘(E) REQUIRED CHANGE OF INTEREST RATE.— 
For purposes of determining a plan’s current 
liability for purposes of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If any rate of interest 
used under the plan under subsection (b)(6) 
to determine cost is not within the permis-
sible range, the plan shall establish a new 
rate of interest within the permissible range. 

‘‘(ii) PERMISSIBLE RANGE.—For purposes of 
this subparagraph— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subclause (II), the term ‘permissible range’ 
means a rate of interest which is not more 
than 5 percent above, and not more than 10 
percent below, the weighted average of the 
rates of interest on 30-year Treasury securi-
ties during the 4-year period ending on the 
last day before the beginning of the plan 
year. 

‘‘(II) SECRETARIAL AUTHORITY.—If the Sec-
retary of the Treasury finds that the lowest 
rate of interest permissible under subclause 
(I) is unreasonably high, such Secretary may 
prescribe a lower rate of interest, except 

that such rate may not be less than 80 per-
cent of the average rate determined under 
such subclause. 

‘‘(iii) ASSUMPTIONS.—Notwithstanding 
paragraph (3)(A), the interest rate used 
under the plan shall be— 

‘‘(I) determined without taking into ac-
count the experience of the plan and reason-
able expectations, but 

‘‘(II) consistent with the assumptions 
which reflect the purchase rates which would 
be used by insurance companies to satisfy 
the liabilities under the plan. 

‘‘(7) ANNUAL VALUATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-

tion, a determination of experience gains and 
losses and a valuation of the plan’s liability 
shall be made not less frequently than once 
every year, except that such determination 
shall be made more frequently to the extent 
required in particular cases under regula-
tions prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

‘‘(B) VALUATION DATE.— 
‘‘(i) CURRENT YEAR.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), the valuation referred to in sub-
paragraph (A) shall be made as of a date 
within the plan year to which the valuation 
refers or within one month prior to the be-
ginning of such year. 

‘‘(ii) USE OF PRIOR YEAR VALUATION.—The 
valuation referred to in subparagraph (A) 
may be made as of a date within the plan 
year prior to the year to which the valuation 
refers if, as of such date, the value of the as-
sets of the plan are not less than 100 percent 
of the plan’s current liability (as defined in 
paragraph (6)(D) without regard to clause 
(iv) thereof). 

‘‘(iii) ADJUSTMENTS.—Information under 
clause (ii) shall, in accordance with regula-
tions, be actuarially adjusted to reflect sig-
nificant differences in participants. 

‘‘(iv) LIMITATION.—A change in funding 
method to use a prior year valuation, as pro-
vided in clause (ii), may not be made unless 
as of the valuation date within the prior plan 
year, the value of the assets of the plan are 
not less than 125 percent of the plan’s cur-
rent liability (as defined in paragraph (6)(D) 
without regard to clause (iv) thereof). 

‘‘(8) TIME WHEN CERTAIN CONTRIBUTIONS 
DEEMED MADE.—For purposes of this section, 
any contributions for a plan year made by an 
employer after the last day of such plan 
year, but not later than two and one-half 
months after such day, shall be deemed to 
have been made on such last day. For pur-
poses of this subparagraph, such two and 
one-half month period may be extended for 
not more than six months under regulations 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

‘‘(d) EXTENSION OF AMORTIZATION PERIODS 
FOR MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS.— 

‘‘(1) AUTOMATIC EXTENSION UPON APPLICA-
TION BY CERTAIN PLANS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the plan sponsor of a 
multiemployer plan— 

‘‘(i) submits to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury an application for an extension of the pe-
riod of years required to amortize any un-
funded liability described in any clause of 
subsection (b)(2)(B) or described in sub-
section (b)(4), and 

‘‘(ii) includes with the application a cer-
tification by the plan’s actuary described in 
subparagraph (B), 

the Secretary of the Treasury shall extend 
the amortization period for the period of 
time (not in excess of 5 years) specified in 
the application. Such extension shall be in 
addition to any extension under paragraph 
(2). 

‘‘(B) CRITERIA.—A certification with re-
spect to a multiemployer plan is described in 
this subparagraph if the plan’s actuary cer-
tifies that, based on reasonable assump-
tions— 

‘‘(i) absent the extension under subpara-
graph (A), the plan would have an accumu-
lated funding deficiency in the current plan 
year or any of the 9 succeeding plan years, 

‘‘(ii) the plan sponsor has adopted a plan to 
improve the plan’s funding status, 

‘‘(iii) the plan is projected to have suffi-
cient assets to timely pay expected benefits 
and anticipated expenditures over the amor-
tization period as extended, and 

‘‘(iv) the notice required under paragraph 
(3)(A) has been provided. 

‘‘(C) TERMINATION.—The preceding provi-
sions of this paragraph shall not apply with 
respect to any application submitted after 
December 31, 2014. 

‘‘(2) ALTERNATIVE EXTENSION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the plan sponsor of a 

multiemployer plan submits to the Sec-
retary of the Treasury an application for an 
extension of the period of years required to 
amortize any unfunded liability described in 
any clause of subsection (b)(2)(B) or de-
scribed in subsection (b)(4), the Secretary of 
the Treasury may extend the amortization 
period for a period of time (not in excess of 
10 years reduced by the number of years of 
any extension under paragraph (1) with re-
spect to such unfunded liability) if the Sec-
retary of the Treasury makes the determina-
tion described in subparagraph (B). Such ex-
tension shall be in addition to any extension 
under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(B) DETERMINATION.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury may grant an extension under sub-
paragraph (A) if such Secretary determines 
that— 

‘‘(i) such extension would carry out the 
purposes of this Act and would provide ade-
quate protection for participants under the 
plan and their beneficiaries, and 

‘‘(ii) the failure to permit such extension 
would— 

‘‘(I) result in a substantial risk to the vol-
untary continuation of the plan, or a sub-
stantial curtailment of pension benefit levels 
or employee compensation, and 

‘‘(II) be adverse to the interests of plan 
participants in the aggregate. 

‘‘(C) ACTION BY SECRETARY OF THE TREAS-
URY.—The Secretary of the Treasury shall 
act upon any application for an extension 
under this paragraph within 180 days of the 
submission of such application. If such Sec-
retary rejects the application for an exten-
sion under this paragraph, such Secretary 
shall provide notice to the plan detailing the 
specific reasons for the rejection, including 
references to the criteria set forth above. 

‘‘(3) ADVANCE NOTICE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 

Treasury shall, before granting an extension 
under this subsection, require each applicant 
to provide evidence satisfactory to such Sec-
retary that the applicant has provided notice 
of the filing of the application for such ex-
tension to each affected party (as defined in 
section 4001(a)(21)) with respect to the af-
fected plan. Such notice shall include a de-
scription of the extent to which the plan is 
funded for benefits which are guaranteed 
under title IV and for benefit liabilities. 

‘‘(B) CONSIDERATION OF RELEVANT INFORMA-
TION.—The Secretary of the Treasury shall 
consider any relevant information provided 
by a person to whom notice was given under 
paragraph (1).’’. 

(b) SHORTFALL FUNDING METHOD.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A multiemployer plan 

meeting the criteria of paragraph (2) may 
adopt, use, or cease using, the shortfall fund-
ing method and such adoption, use, or ces-
sation of use of such method, shall be 
deemed approved by the Secretary of the 
Treasury under section 302(d)(1) of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 and section 412(d)(1) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986. 
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(2) CRITERIA.—A multiemployer pension 

plan meets the criteria of this clause if— 
(A) the plan has not used the shortfall 

funding method during the 5-year period end-
ing on the day before the date the plan is to 
use the method under paragraph (1); and 

(B) the plan is not operating under an am-
ortization period extension under section 
304(d) of such Act and did not operate under 
such an extension during such 5-year period. 

(3) SHORTFALL FUNDING METHOD DEFINED.— 
For purposes of this subsection, the term 
‘‘shortfall funding method’’ means the short-
fall funding method described in Treasury 
Regulations section 1.412(c)(1)–2 (26 C.F.R. 
1.412(c)(1)–2). 

(4) BENEFIT RESTRICTIONS TO APPLY.—The 
benefit restrictions under section 302(c)(7) of 
such Act and section 412(c)(7) of such Code 
shall apply during any period a multiem-
ployer plan is on the shortfall funding meth-
od pursuant to this subsection. 

(5) USE OF SHORTFALL METHOD NOT TO PRE-
CLUDE OTHER OPTIONS.—Nothing in this sub-
section shall be construed to affect a multi-
employer plan’s ability to adopt the shortfall 
funding method with the Secretary’s permis-
sion under otherwise applicable regulations 
or to affect a multiemployer plan’s right to 
change funding methods, with or without the 
Secretary’s consent, as provided in applica-
ble rules and regulations. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 301 of the Employee Retirement 

Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1081) is 
amended by striking subsection (d). 

(2) The table of contents in section 1 of 
such Act (as amended by this Act) is amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to 
section 303 the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 304. Minimum funding standards for 

multiemployer plans.’’. 
(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to plan years begin-
ning after 2007. 

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN AMORTIZA-
TION EXTENSIONS.—If the Secretary of the 
Treasury grants an extension under section 
304 of the Employee Retirement Income Se-
curity Act of 1974 and section 412(e) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 with respect to 
any application filed with the Secretary of 
the Treasury on or before June 30, 2005, the 
extension (and any modification thereof) 
shall be applied and administered under the 
rules of such sections as in effect before the 
enactment of this Act, including the use of 
the rate of interest determined under section 
6621(b) of such Code. 
SEC. 202. ADDITIONAL FUNDING RULES FOR MUL-

TIEMPLOYER PLANS IN ENDAN-
GERED OR CRITICAL STATUS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part 3 of subtitle B of 
title I of the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974 (as amended by the pre-
ceding provisions of this Act) is amended by 
inserting after section 304 the following new 
section: 
‘‘ADDITIONAL FUNDING RULES FOR MULTIEM-

PLOYER PLANS IN ENDANGERED STATUS OR 
CRITICAL STATUS 
‘‘SEC. 305. (a) GENERAL RULE.—For pur-

poses of this part, in the case of a multiem-
ployer plan in effect on July 16, 2006— 

‘‘(1) if the plan is in endangered status— 
‘‘(A) the plan sponsor shall adopt and im-

plement a funding improvement plan in ac-
cordance with the requirements of sub-
section (c), and 

‘‘(B) the requirements of subsection (d) 
shall apply during the funding plan adoption 
period and the funding improvement period, 
and 

‘‘(2) if the plan is in critical status— 
‘‘(A) the plan sponsor shall adopt and im-

plement a rehabilitation plan in accordance 
with the requirements of subsection (e), and 

‘‘(B) the requirements of subsection (f) 
shall apply during the rehabilitation plan 
adoption period and the rehabilitation pe-
riod. 

‘‘(b) DETERMINATION OF ENDANGERED AND 
CRITICAL STATUS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion— 

‘‘(1) ENDANGERED STATUS.—A multiem-
ployer plan is in endangered status for a plan 
year if, as determined by the plan actuary 
under paragraph (3), the plan is not in crit-
ical status for the plan year and, as of the 
beginning of the plan year, either— 

‘‘(A) the plan’s funded percentage for such 
plan year is less than 80 percent, or 

‘‘(B) the plan has an accumulated funding 
deficiency for such plan year, or is projected 
to have such an accumulated funding defi-
ciency for any of the 6 succeeding plan years, 
taking into account any extension of amorti-
zation periods under section 304(d). 

For purposes of this section, a plan shall be 
treated as in seriously endangered status for 
a plan year if the plan is described in both 
subparagraphs (A) and (B). 

‘‘(2) CRITICAL STATUS.—A multiemployer 
plan is in critical status for a plan year if, as 
determined by the plan actuary under para-
graph (3), the plan is described in 1 or more 
of the following subparagraphs as of the be-
ginning of the plan year: 

‘‘(A) A plan is described in this subpara-
graph if— 

‘‘(i) the funded percentage of the plan is 
less than 65 percent, and 

‘‘(ii) the sum of— 
‘‘(I) the fair market value of plan assets, 

plus 
‘‘(II) the present value of the reasonably 

anticipated employer contributions for the 
current plan year and each of the 6 suc-
ceeding plan years, assuming that the terms 
of all collective bargaining agreements pur-
suant to which the plan is maintained for 
the current plan year continue in effect for 
succeeding plan years, 

is less than the present value of all non-
forfeitable benefits projected to be payable 
under the plan during the current plan year 
and each of the 6 succeeding plan years (plus 
administrative expenses for such plan years). 

‘‘(B) A plan is described in this subpara-
graph if— 

‘‘(i) the plan has an accumulated funding 
deficiency for the current plan year, not tak-
ing into account any extension of amortiza-
tion periods under section 304(d), or 

‘‘(ii) the plan is projected to have an accu-
mulated funding deficiency for any of the 3 
succeeding plan years (4 succeeding plan 
years if the funded percentage of the plan is 
65 percent or less), not taking into account 
any extension of amortization periods under 
section 304(d). 

‘‘(C) A plan is described in this subpara-
graph if— 

‘‘(i)(I) the plan’s normal cost for the cur-
rent plan year, plus interest (determined at 
the rate used for determining costs under the 
plan) for the current plan year on the 
amount of unfunded benefit liabilities under 
the plan as of the last date of the preceding 
plan year, exceeds 

‘‘(II) the present value of the reasonably 
anticipated employer and employee con-
tributions for the current plan year, 

‘‘(ii) the present value, as of the beginning 
of the current plan year, of nonforfeitable 
benefits of inactive participants is greater 
than the present value of nonforfeitable ben-
efits of active participants, and 

‘‘(iii) the plan has an accumulated funding 
deficiency for the current plan year, or is 
projected to have such a deficiency for any of 
the 4 succeeding plan years, not taking into 
account any extension of amortization peri-
ods under section 304(d). 

‘‘(D) A plan is described in this subpara-
graph if the sum of— 

‘‘(i) the fair market value of plan assets, 
plus 

‘‘(ii) the present value of the reasonably 
anticipated employer contributions for the 
current plan year and each of the 4 suc-
ceeding plan years, assuming that the terms 
of all collective bargaining agreements pur-
suant to which the plan is maintained for 
the current plan year continue in effect for 
succeeding plan years, 
is less than the present value of all benefits 
projected to be payable under the plan dur-
ing the current plan year and each of the 4 
succeeding plan years (plus administrative 
expenses for such plan years). 

‘‘(3) ANNUAL CERTIFICATION BY PLAN ACTU-
ARY.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the 90th 
day of each plan year of a multiemployer 
plan, the plan actuary shall certify to the 
Secretary of the Treasury and to the plan 
sponsor— 

‘‘(i) whether or not the plan is in endan-
gered status for such plan year and whether 
or not the plan is or will be in critical status 
for such plan year, and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a plan which is in a 
funding improvement or rehabilitation pe-
riod, whether or not the plan is making the 
scheduled progress in meeting the require-
ments of its funding improvement or reha-
bilitation plan. 

‘‘(B) ACTUARIAL PROJECTIONS OF ASSETS AND 
LIABILITIES.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In making the deter-
minations and projections under this sub-
section, the plan actuary shall make projec-
tions required for the current and succeeding 
plan years of the current value of the assets 
of the plan and the present value of all liabil-
ities to participants and beneficiaries under 
the plan for the current plan year as of the 
beginning of such year. The actuary’s projec-
tions shall be based on reasonable actuarial 
estimates, assumptions, and methods that, 
except as provided in clause (iii), offer the 
actuary’s best estimate of anticipated expe-
rience under the plan. The projected present 
value of liabilities as of the beginning of 
such year shall be determined based on the 
most recent of either— 

‘‘(I) the actuarial statement required under 
section 103(d) with respect to the most re-
cently filed annual report, or 

‘‘(II) the actuarial valuation for the pre-
ceding plan year. 

‘‘(ii) DETERMINATIONS OF FUTURE CONTRIBU-
TIONS.—Any actuarial projection of plan as-
sets shall assume— 

‘‘(I) reasonably anticipated employer con-
tributions for the current and succeeding 
plan years, assuming that the terms of the 
one or more collective bargaining agree-
ments pursuant to which the plan is main-
tained for the current plan year continue in 
effect for succeeding plan years, or 

‘‘(II) that employer contributions for the 
most recent plan year will continue indefi-
nitely, but only if the plan actuary deter-
mines there have been no significant demo-
graphic changes that would make such as-
sumption unreasonable. 

‘‘(iii) PROJECTED INDUSTRY ACTIVITY.—Any 
projection of activity in the industry or in-
dustries covered by the plan, including fu-
ture covered employment and contribution 
levels, shall be based on information pro-
vided by the plan sponsor, which shall act 
reasonably and in good faith. 

‘‘(C) PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO SECURE TIME-
LY ACTUARIAL CERTIFICATION.—Any failure of 
the plan’s actuary to certify the plan’s sta-
tus under this subsection by the date speci-
fied in subparagraph (A) shall be treated for 
purposes of section 502(c)(2) as a failure or re-
fusal by the plan administrator to file the 
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annual report required to be filed with the 
Secretary under section 101(b)(4). 

‘‘(D) NOTICE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which it is 

certified under subparagraph (A) that a mul-
tiemployer plan is or will be in endangered 
or critical status for a plan year, the plan 
sponsor shall, not later than 30 days after 
the date of the certification, provide notifi-
cation of the endangered or critical status to 
the participants and beneficiaries, the bar-
gaining parties, the Pension Benefit Guar-
anty Corporation, and the Secretary. 

‘‘(ii) PLANS IN CRITICAL STATUS.—If it is 
certified under subparagraph (A) that a mul-
tiemployer plan is or will be in critical sta-
tus, the plan sponsor shall include in the no-
tice under clause (i) an explanation of the 
possibility that— 

‘‘(I) adjustable benefits (as defined in sub-
section (e)(8)) may be reduced, and 

‘‘(II) such reductions may apply to partici-
pants and beneficiaries whose benefit com-
mencement date is on or after the date such 
notice is provided for the first plan year in 
which the plan is in critical status. 

‘‘(iii) MODEL NOTICE.—The Secretary shall 
prescribe a model notice that a multiem-
ployer plan may use to satisfy the require-
ments under clause (ii). 

‘‘(c) FUNDING IMPROVEMENT PLAN MUST BE 
ADOPTED FOR MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS IN EN-
DANGERED STATUS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which a 
multiemployer plan is in endangered status 
for a plan year, the plan sponsor, in accord-
ance with this subsection— 

‘‘(A) shall adopt a funding improvement 
plan not later than 240 days following the re-
quired date for the actuarial certification of 
endangered status under subsection (b)(3)(A), 
and 

‘‘(B) within 30 days after the adoption of 
the funding improvement plan— 

‘‘(i) shall provide to the bargaining parties 
1 or more schedules showing revised benefit 
structures, revised contribution structures, 
or both, which, if adopted, may reasonably 
be expected to enable the multiemployer 
plan to meet the applicable benchmarks in 
accordance with the funding improvement 
plan, including— 

‘‘(I) one proposal for reductions in the 
amount of future benefit accruals necessary 
to achieve the applicable benchmarks, as-
suming no amendments increasing contribu-
tions under the plan (other than amend-
ments increasing contributions necessary to 
achieve the applicable benchmarks after 
amendments have reduced future benefit ac-
cruals to the maximum extent permitted by 
law), and 

‘‘(II) one proposal for increases in contribu-
tions under the plan necessary to achieve the 
applicable benchmarks, assuming no amend-
ments reducing future benefit accruals under 
the plan, and 

‘‘(ii) may, if the plan sponsor deems appro-
priate, prepare and provide the bargaining 
parties with additional information relating 
to contribution rates or benefit reductions, 
alternative schedules, or other information 
relevant to achieving the applicable bench-
marks in accordance with the funding im-
provement plan. 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘appli-
cable benchmarks’ means the requirements 
applicable to the multiemployer plan under 
paragraph (3) (as modified by paragraph (5)). 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION FOR YEARS AFTER PROCESS 
BEGINS.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a 
plan year if such year is in a funding plan 
adoption period or funding improvement pe-
riod by reason of the plan being in endan-
gered status for a preceding plan year. For 
purposes of this section, such preceding plan 
year shall be the initial determination year 

with respect to the funding improvement 
plan to which it relates. 

‘‘(3) FUNDING IMPROVEMENT PLAN.—For pur-
poses of this section— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A funding improvement 
plan is a plan which consists of the actions, 
including options or a range of options to be 
proposed to the bargaining parties, formu-
lated to provide, based on reasonably antici-
pated experience and reasonable actuarial 
assumptions, for the attainment by the plan 
during the funding improvement period of 
the following requirements: 

‘‘(i) INCREASE IN PLAN’S FUNDING PERCENT-
AGE.—The plan’s funded percentage as of the 
close of the funding improvement period 
equals or exceeds a percentage equal to the 
sum of— 

‘‘(I) such percentage as of the beginning of 
such period, plus 

‘‘(II) 33 percent of the difference between 
100 percent and the percentage under sub-
clause (I). 

‘‘(ii) AVOIDANCE OF ACCUMULATED FUNDING 
DEFICIENCIES.—No accumulated funding defi-
ciency for any plan year during the funding 
improvement period (taking into account 
any extension of amortization periods under 
section 304(d)). 

‘‘(B) SERIOUSLY ENDANGERED PLANS.—In the 
case of a plan in seriously endangered status, 
except as provided in paragraph (5), subpara-
graph (A)(i)(II) shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘20 percent’ for ‘33 percent’. 

‘‘(4) FUNDING IMPROVEMENT PERIOD.—For 
purposes of this section— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The funding improve-
ment period for any funding improvement 
plan adopted pursuant to this subsection is 
the 10-year period beginning on the first day 
of the first plan year of the multiemployer 
plan beginning after the earlier of— 

‘‘(i) the second anniversary of the date of 
the adoption of the funding improvement 
plan, or 

‘‘(ii) the expiration of the collective bar-
gaining agreements in effect on the due date 
for the actuarial certification of endangered 
status for the initial determination year 
under subsection (b)(3)(A) and covering, as of 
such due date, at least 75 percent of the ac-
tive participants in such multiemployer 
plan. 

‘‘(B) SERIOUSLY ENDANGERED PLANS.—In the 
case of a plan in seriously endangered status, 
except as provided in paragraph (5), subpara-
graph (A) shall be applied by substituting 
‘15-year period’ for ‘10-year period’. 

‘‘(C) COORDINATION WITH CHANGES IN STA-
TUS.— 

‘‘(i) PLANS NO LONGER IN ENDANGERED STA-
TUS.—If the plan’s actuary certifies under 
subsection (b)(3)(A) for a plan year in any 
funding plan adoption period or funding im-
provement period that the plan is no longer 
in endangered status and is not in critical 
status, the funding plan adoption period or 
funding improvement period, whichever is 
applicable, shall end as of the close of the 
preceding plan year. 

‘‘(ii) PLANS IN CRITICAL STATUS.—If the 
plan’s actuary certifies under subsection 
(b)(3)(A) for a plan year in any funding plan 
adoption period or funding improvement pe-
riod that the plan is in critical status, the 
funding plan adoption period or funding im-
provement period, whichever is applicable, 
shall end as of the close of the plan year pre-
ceding the first plan year in the rehabilita-
tion period with respect to such status. 

‘‘(D) PLANS IN ENDANGERED STATUS AT END 
OF PERIOD.—If the plan’s actuary certifies 
under subsection (b)(3)(A) for the first plan 
year following the close of the period de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) that the plan is 
in endangered status, the provisions of this 
subsection and subsection (d) shall be ap-
plied as if such first plan year were an initial 

determination year, except that the plan 
may not be amended in a manner incon-
sistent with the funding improvement plan 
in effect for the preceding plan year until a 
new funding improvement plan is adopted. 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULES FOR SERIOUSLY ENDAN-
GERED PLANS MORE THAN 70 PERCENT FUND-
ED.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the funded percentage 
of a plan in seriously endangered status was 
more than 70 percent as of the beginning of 
the initial determination year— 

‘‘(i) paragraphs (3)(B) and (4)(B) shall apply 
only if the plan’s actuary certifies, within 30 
days after the certification under subsection 
(b)(3)(A) for the initial determination year, 
that, based on the terms of the plan and the 
collective bargaining agreements in effect at 
the time of such certification, the plan is not 
projected to meet the requirements of para-
graph (3)(A) (without regard to paragraphs 
(3)(B) and (4)(B)), and 

‘‘(ii) if there is a certification under clause 
(i), the plan may, in formulating its funding 
improvement plan, only take into account 
the rules of paragraph (3)(B) and (4)(B) for 
plan years in the funding improvement pe-
riod beginning on or before the date on 
which the last of the collective bargaining 
agreements described in paragraph (4)(A)(ii) 
expires. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULE AFTER EXPIRATION OF 
AGREEMENTS.—Notwithstanding subpara-
graph (A)(ii), if, for any plan year ending 
after the date described in subparagraph 
(A)(ii), the plan actuary certifies (at the 
time of the annual certification under sub-
section (b)(3)(A) for such plan year) that, 
based on the terms of the plan and collective 
bargaining agreements in effect at the time 
of that annual certification, the plan is not 
projected to be able to meet the require-
ments of paragraph (3)(A) (without regard to 
paragraphs (3)(B) and (4)(B)), paragraphs 
(3)(B) and (4)(B) shall continue to apply for 
such year. 

‘‘(6) UPDATES TO FUNDING IMPROVEMENT 
PLAN AND SCHEDULES.— 

‘‘(A) FUNDING IMPROVEMENT PLAN.—The 
plan sponsor shall annually update the fund-
ing improvement plan and shall file the up-
date with the plan’s annual report under sec-
tion 104. 

‘‘(B) SCHEDULES.—The plan sponsor shall 
annually update any schedule of contribu-
tion rates provided under this subsection to 
reflect the experience of the plan. 

‘‘(C) DURATION OF SCHEDULE.—A schedule of 
contribution rates provided by the plan spon-
sor and relied upon by bargaining parties in 
negotiating a collective bargaining agree-
ment shall remain in effect for the duration 
of that collective bargaining agreement. 

‘‘(7) IMPOSITION OF DEFAULT SCHEDULE 
WHERE FAILURE TO ADOPT FUNDING IMPROVE-
MENT PLAN.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If— 
‘‘(i) a collective bargaining agreement pro-

viding for contributions under a multiem-
ployer plan that was in effect at the time the 
plan entered endangered status expires, and 

‘‘(ii) after receiving one or more schedules 
from the plan sponsor under paragraph 
(1)(B), the bargaining parties with respect to 
such agreement fail to agree on changes to 
contribution or benefit schedules necessary 
to meet the applicable benchmarks in ac-
cordance with the funding improvement 
plan, 
the plan sponsor shall implement the sched-
ule described in paragraph (1)(B)(i)(I) begin-
ning on the date specified in subparagraph 
(B). 

‘‘(B) DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION.—The date 
specified in this subparagraph is the earlier 
of the date— 

‘‘(i) on which the Secretary certifies that 
the parties are at an impasse, or 
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‘‘(ii) which is 180 days after the date on 

which the collective bargaining agreement 
described in subparagraph (A) expires. 

‘‘(8) FUNDING PLAN ADOPTION PERIOD.—For 
purposes of this section, the term ‘funding 
plan adoption period’ means the period be-
ginning on the date of the certification 
under subsection (b)(3)(A) for the initial de-
termination year and ending on the day be-
fore the first day of the funding improve-
ment period. 

‘‘(d) RULES FOR OPERATION OF PLAN DURING 
ADOPTION AND IMPROVEMENT PERIODS.— 

‘‘(1) SPECIAL RULES FOR PLAN ADOPTION PE-
RIOD.—During the funding plan adoption pe-
riod— 

‘‘(A) the plan sponsor may not accept a 
collective bargaining agreement or partici-
pation agreement with respect to the multi-
employer plan that provides for— 

‘‘(i) a reduction in the level of contribu-
tions for any participants, 

‘‘(ii) a suspension of contributions with re-
spect to any period of service, or 

‘‘(iii) any new direct or indirect exclusion 
of younger or newly hired employees from 
plan participation, 

‘‘(B) no amendment of the plan which in-
creases the liabilities of the plan by reason 
of any increase in benefits, any change in the 
accrual of benefits, or any change in the rate 
at which benefits become nonforfeitable 
under the plan may be adopted unless the 
amendment is required as a condition of 
qualification under part I of subchapter D of 
chapter 1 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 or to comply with other applicable law, 
and 

‘‘(C) in the case of a plan in seriously en-
dangered status, the plan sponsor shall take 
all reasonable actions which are consistent 
with the terms of the plan and applicable law 
and which are expected, based on reasonable 
assumptions, to achieve— 

‘‘(i) an increase in the plan’s funded per-
centage, and 

‘‘(ii) postponement of an accumulated 
funding deficiency for at least 1 additional 
plan year. 

Actions under subparagraph (C) include ap-
plications for extensions of amortization pe-
riods under section 304(d), use of the short-
fall funding method in making funding 
standard account computations, amend-
ments to the plan’s benefit structure, reduc-
tions in future benefit accruals, and other 
reasonable actions consistent with the terms 
of the plan and applicable law. 

‘‘(2) COMPLIANCE WITH FUNDING IMPROVE-
MENT PLAN.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A plan may not be 
amended after the date of the adoption of a 
funding improvement plan so as to be incon-
sistent with the funding improvement plan. 

‘‘(B) NO REDUCTION IN CONTRIBUTIONS.—A 
plan sponsor may not during any funding im-
provement period accept a collective bar-
gaining agreement or participation agree-
ment with respect to the multiemployer plan 
that provides for— 

‘‘(i) a reduction in the level of contribu-
tions for any participants, 

‘‘(ii) a suspension of contributions with re-
spect to any period of service, or 

‘‘(iii) any new direct or indirect exclusion 
of younger or newly hired employees from 
plan participation. 

‘‘(C) SPECIAL RULES FOR BENEFIT IN-
CREASES.—A plan may not be amended after 
the date of the adoption of a funding im-
provement plan so as to increase benefits, in-
cluding future benefit accruals, unless the 
plan actuary certifies that the benefit in-
crease is consistent with the funding im-
provement plan and is paid for out of con-
tributions not required by the funding im-
provement plan to meet the applicable 

benchmark in accordance with the schedule 
contemplated in the funding improvement 
plan. 

‘‘(e) REHABILITATION PLAN MUST BE ADOPT-
ED FOR MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS IN CRITICAL 
STATUS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which a 
multiemployer plan is in critical status for a 
plan year, the plan sponsor, in accordance 
with this subsection— 

‘‘(A) shall adopt a rehabilitation plan not 
later than 240 days following the required 
date for the actuarial certification of critical 
status under subsection (b)(3)(A), and 

‘‘(B) within 30 days after the adoption of 
the rehabilitation plan— 

‘‘(i) shall provide to the bargaining parties 
1 or more schedules showing revised benefit 
structures, revised contribution structures, 
or both, which, if adopted, may reasonably 
be expected to enable the multiemployer 
plan to emerge from critical status in ac-
cordance with the rehabilitation plan, and 

‘‘(ii) may, if the plan sponsor deems appro-
priate, prepare and provide the bargaining 
parties with additional information relating 
to contribution rates or benefit reductions, 
alternative schedules, or other information 
relevant to emerging from critical status in 
accordance with the rehabilitation plan. 

The schedule or schedules described in sub-
paragraph (B)(i) shall reflect reductions in 
future benefit accruals and adjustable bene-
fits, and increases in contributions, that the 
plan sponsor determines are reasonably nec-
essary to emerge from critical status. One 
schedule shall be designated as the default 
schedule and such schedule shall assume 
that there are no increases in contributions 
under the plan other than the increases nec-
essary to emerge from critical status after 
future benefit accruals and other benefits 
(other than benefits the reduction or elimi-
nation of which are not permitted under sec-
tion 204(g)) have been reduced to the max-
imum extent permitted by law. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION FOR YEARS AFTER PROCESS 
BEGINS.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a 
plan year if such year is in a rehabilitation 
plan adoption period or rehabilitation period 
by reason of the plan being in critical status 
for a preceding plan year. For purposes of 
this section, such preceding plan year shall 
be the initial critical year with respect to 
the rehabilitation plan to which it relates. 

‘‘(3) REHABILITATION PLAN.—For purposes of 
this section— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A rehabilitation plan is 
a plan which consists of— 

‘‘(i) actions, including options or a range of 
options to be proposed to the bargaining par-
ties, formulated, based on reasonably antici-
pated experience and reasonable actuarial 
assumptions, to enable the plan to cease to 
be in critical status by the end of the reha-
bilitation period and may include reductions 
in plan expenditures (including plan mergers 
and consolidations), reductions in future 
benefit accruals or increases in contribu-
tions, if agreed to by the bargaining parties, 
or any combination of such actions, or 

‘‘(ii) if the plan sponsor determines that, 
based on reasonable actuarial assumptions 
and upon exhaustion of all reasonable meas-
ures, the plan can not reasonably be ex-
pected to emerge from critical status by the 
end of the rehabilitation period, reasonable 
measures to emerge from critical status at a 
later time or to forestall possible insolvency 
(within the meaning of section 4245). 

A rehabilitation plan must provide annual 
standards for meeting the requirements of 
such rehabilitation plan. Such plan shall 
also include the schedules required to be pro-
vided under paragraph (1)(B)(i) and if clause 
(ii) applies, shall set forth the alternatives 
considered, explain why the plan is not rea-

sonably expected to emerge from critical 
status by the end of the rehabilitation pe-
riod, and specify when, if ever, the plan is ex-
pected to emerge from critical status in ac-
cordance with the rehabilitation plan. 

‘‘(B) UPDATES TO REHABILITATION PLAN AND 
SCHEDULES.— 

‘‘(i) REHABILITATION PLAN.—The plan spon-
sor shall annually update the rehabilitation 
plan and shall file the update with the plan’s 
annual report under section 104. 

‘‘(ii) SCHEDULES.—The plan sponsor shall 
annually update any schedule of contribu-
tion rates provided under this subsection to 
reflect the experience of the plan. 

‘‘(iii) DURATION OF SCHEDULE.—A schedule 
of contribution rates provided by the plan 
sponsor and relied upon by bargaining par-
ties in negotiating a collective bargaining 
agreement shall remain in effect for the du-
ration of that collective bargaining agree-
ment. 

‘‘(C) IMPOSITION OF DEFAULT SCHEDULE 
WHERE FAILURE TO ADOPT REHABILITATION 
PLAN.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If— 
‘‘(I) a collective bargaining agreement pro-

viding for contributions under a multiem-
ployer plan that was in effect at the time the 
plan entered critical status expires, and 

‘‘(II) after receiving one or more schedules 
from the plan sponsor under paragraph 
(1)(B), the bargaining parties with respect to 
such agreement fail to adopt a contribution 
or benefit schedules with terms consistent 
with the rehabilitation plan and the schedule 
from the plan sponsor under paragraph 
(1)(B)(i), 

the plan sponsor shall implement the default 
schedule described in the last sentence of 
paragraph (1) beginning on the date specified 
in clause (ii). 

‘‘(ii) DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION.—The date 
specified in this clause is the earlier of the 
date— 

‘‘(I) on which the Secretary certifies that 
the parties are at an impasse, or 

‘‘(II) which is 180 days after the date on 
which the collective bargaining agreement 
described in clause (i) expires. 

‘‘(4) REHABILITATION PERIOD.—For purposes 
of this section— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The rehabilitation pe-
riod for a plan in critical status is the 10- 
year period beginning on the first day of the 
first plan year of the multiemployer plan fol-
lowing the earlier of— 

‘‘(i) the second anniversary of the date of 
the adoption of the rehabilitation plan, or 

‘‘(ii) the expiration of the collective bar-
gaining agreements in effect on the date of 
the due date for the actuarial certification of 
critical status for the initial critical year 
under subsection (a)(1) and covering, as of 
such date at least 75 percent of the active 
participants in such multiemployer plan. 

If a plan emerges from critical status as pro-
vided under subparagraph (B) before the end 
of such 10-year period, the rehabilitation pe-
riod shall end with the plan year preceding 
the plan year for which the determination 
under subparagraph (B) is made. 

‘‘(B) EMERGENCE.—A plan in critical status 
shall remain in such status until a plan year 
for which the plan actuary certifies, in ac-
cordance with subsection (b)(3)(A), that the 
plan is not projected to have an accumulated 
funding deficiency for the plan year or any of 
the 9 succeeding plan years, without regard 
to the use of the shortfall method and taking 
into account any extension of amortization 
periods under section 304(d). 

‘‘(5) REHABILITATION PLAN ADOPTION PE-
RIOD.—For purposes of this section, the term 
‘rehabilitation plan adoption period’ means 
the period beginning on the date of the cer-
tification under subsection (b)(3)(A) for the 
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initial critical year and ending on the day 
before the first day of the rehabilitation pe-
riod. 

‘‘(6) LIMITATION ON REDUCTION IN RATES OF 
FUTURE ACCRUALS.—Any reduction in the 
rate of future accruals under the default 
schedule described in paragraph (1)(B)(i) 
shall not reduce the rate of future accruals 
below— 

‘‘(A) a monthly benefit (payable as a single 
life annuity commencing at the participant’s 
normal retirement age) equal to 1 percent of 
the contributions required to be made with 
respect to a participant, or the equivalent 
standard accrual rate for a participant or 
group of participants under the collective 
bargaining agreements in effect as of the 
first day of the initial critical year, or 

‘‘(B) if lower, the accrual rate under the 
plan on such first day. 

The equivalent standard accrual rate shall 
be determined by the plan sponsor based on 
the standard or average contribution base 
units which the plan sponsor determines to 
be representative for active participants and 
such other factors as the plan sponsor deter-
mines to be relevant. Nothing in this para-
graph shall be construed as limiting the abil-
ity of the plan sponsor to prepare and pro-
vide the bargaining parties with alternative 
schedules to the default schedule that estab-
lished lower or higher accrual and contribu-
tion rates than the rates otherwise described 
in this paragraph. 

‘‘(7) AUTOMATIC EMPLOYER SURCHARGE.— 
‘‘(A) IMPOSITION OF SURCHARGE.—Each em-

ployer otherwise obligated to make con-
tributions for the initial critical year shall 
be obligated to pay to the plan for such year 
a surcharge equal to 5 percent of the con-
tributions otherwise required under the ap-
plicable collective bargaining agreement (or 
other agreement pursuant to which the em-
ployer contributes). For each succeeding 
plan year in which the plan is in critical sta-
tus for a consecutive period of years begin-
ning with the initial critical year, the sur-
charge shall be 10 percent of the contribu-
tions otherwise so required. 

‘‘(B) ENFORCEMENT OF SURCHARGE.—The 
surcharges under subparagraph (A) shall be 
due and payable on the same schedule as the 
contributions on which the surcharges are 
based. Any failure to make a surcharge pay-
ment shall be treated as a delinquent con-
tribution under section 515 and shall be en-
forceable as such. 

‘‘(C) SURCHARGE TO TERMINATE UPON COL-
LECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT RENEGOTI-
ATION.—The surcharge under this paragraph 
shall cease to be effective with respect to 
employees covered by a collective bargaining 
agreement (or other agreement pursuant to 
which the employer contributes), beginning 
on the effective date of a collective bar-
gaining agreement (or other such agreement) 
that includes terms consistent with a sched-
ule presented by the plan sponsor under 
paragraph (1)(B)(i), as modified under sub-
paragraph (B) of paragraph (3). 

‘‘(D) SURCHARGE NOT TO APPLY UNTIL EM-
PLOYER RECEIVES NOTICE.—The surcharge 
under this paragraph shall not apply to an 
employer until 30 days after the employer 
has been notified by the plan sponsor that 
the plan is in critical status and that the 
surcharge is in effect. 

‘‘(E) SURCHARGE NOT TO GENERATE IN-
CREASED BENEFIT ACCRUALS.—Notwith-
standing any provision of a plan to the con-
trary, the amount of any surcharge under 
this paragraph shall not be the basis for any 
benefit accrual under the plan. 

‘‘(8) BENEFIT ADJUSTMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) ADJUSTABLE BENEFITS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 

204(g), the plan sponsor shall, subject to the 

notice requirements in subparagraph (C), 
make any reductions to adjustable benefits 
which the plan sponsor deems appropriate, 
based upon the outcome of collective bar-
gaining over the schedule or schedules pro-
vided under paragraph (1)(B)(i). 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION FOR RETIREES.—Except in 
the case of adjustable benefits described in 
clause (iv)(III), the plan sponsor of a plan in 
critical status shall not reduce adjustable 
benefits of any participant or beneficiary 
whose benefit commencement date is before 
the date on which the plan provides notice to 
the participant or beneficiary under sub-
section (b)(3)(D) for the initial critical year. 

‘‘(iii) PLAN SPONSOR FLEXIBILITY.—The plan 
sponsor shall include in the schedules pro-
vided to the bargaining parties an allowance 
for funding the benefits of participants with 
respect to whom contributions are not cur-
rently required to be made, and shall reduce 
their benefits to the extent permitted under 
this title and considered appropriate by the 
plan sponsor based on the plan’s then current 
overall funding status. 

‘‘(iv) ADJUSTABLE BENEFIT DEFINED.—For 
purposes of this paragraph, the term ‘adjust-
able benefit’ means— 

‘‘(I) benefits, rights, and features under the 
plan, including post-retirement death bene-
fits, 60-month guarantees, disability benefits 
not yet in pay status, and similar benefits, 

‘‘(II) any early retirement benefit or re-
tirement-type subsidy (within the meaning 
of section 204(g)(2)(A)) and any benefit pay-
ment option (other than the qualified joint- 
and survivor annuity), and 

‘‘(III) benefit increases that would not be 
eligible for a guarantee under section 4022A 
on the first day of initial critical year be-
cause the increases were adopted (or, if later, 
took effect) less than 60 months before such 
first day. 

‘‘(B) NORMAL RETIREMENT BENEFITS PRO-
TECTED.—Except as provided in subparagraph 
(A)(iv)(III), nothing in this paragraph shall 
be construed to permit a plan to reduce the 
level of a participant’s accrued benefit pay-
able at normal retirement age. 

‘‘(C) NOTICE REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—No reduction may be 

made to adjustable benefits under subpara-
graph (A) unless notice of such reduction has 
been given at least 30 days before the general 
effective date of such reduction for all par-
ticipants and beneficiaries to— 

‘‘(I) plan participants and beneficiaries, 
‘‘(II) each employer who has an obligation 

to contribute (within the meaning of section 
4212(a)) under the plan, and 

‘‘(III) each employee organization which, 
for purposes of collective bargaining, rep-
resents plan participants employed by such 
an employer. 

‘‘(ii) CONTENT OF NOTICE.—The notice under 
clause (i) shall contain— 

‘‘(I) sufficient information to enable par-
ticipants and beneficiaries to understand the 
effect of any reduction on their benefits, in-
cluding an estimate (on an annual or month-
ly basis) of any affected adjustable benefit 
that a participant or beneficiary would oth-
erwise have been eligible for as of the gen-
eral effective date described in clause (i), and 

‘‘(II) information as to the rights and rem-
edies of plan participants and beneficiaries 
as well as how to contact the Department of 
Labor for further information and assistance 
where appropriate. 

‘‘(iii) FORM AND MANNER.—Any notice 
under clause (i)— 

‘‘(I) shall be provided in a form and manner 
prescribed in regulations of the Secretary, 

‘‘(II) shall be written in a manner so as to 
be understood by the average plan partici-
pant, and 

‘‘(III) may be provided in written, elec-
tronic, or other appropriate form to the ex-

tent such form is reasonably accessible to 
persons to whom the notice is required to be 
provided. 

The Secretary shall in the regulations pre-
scribed under subclause (I) establish a model 
notice that a plan sponsor may use to meet 
the requirements of this subparagraph. 

‘‘(9) ADJUSTMENTS DISREGARDED IN WITH-
DRAWAL LIABILITY DETERMINATION.— 

‘‘(A) BENEFIT REDUCTIONS.—Any benefit re-
ductions under this subsection shall be dis-
regarded in determining a plan’s unfunded 
vested benefits for purposes of determining 
an employer’s withdrawal liability under 
section 4201. 

‘‘(B) SURCHARGES.—Any surcharges under 
paragraph (7) shall be disregarded in deter-
mining an employer’s withdrawal liability 
under section 4211, except for purposes of de-
termining the unfunded vested benefits at-
tributable to an employer under section 
4211(c)(4) or a comparable method approved 
under section 4211(c)(5). 

‘‘(C) SIMPLIFIED CALCULATIONS.—The Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation shall pre-
scribe simplified methods for the application 
of this paragraph in determining withdrawal 
liability. 

‘‘(f) RULES FOR OPERATION OF PLAN DURING 
ADOPTION AND REHABILITATION PERIOD.— 

‘‘(1) COMPLIANCE WITH REHABILITATION 
PLAN.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A plan may not be 
amended after the date of the adoption of a 
rehabilitation plan under subsection (e) so as 
to be inconsistent with the rehabilitation 
plan. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULES FOR BENEFIT IN-
CREASES.—A plan may not be amended after 
the date of the adoption of a rehabilitation 
plan under subsection (e) so as to increase 
benefits, including future benefit accruals, 
unless the plan actuary certifies that such 
increase is paid for out of additional con-
tributions not contemplated by the rehabili-
tation plan, and, after taking into account 
the benefit increase, the multiemployer plan 
still is reasonably expected to emerge from 
critical status by the end of the rehabilita-
tion period on the schedule contemplated in 
the rehabilitation plan. 

‘‘(2) RESTRICTION ON LUMP SUMS AND SIMI-
LAR BENEFITS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Effective on the date 
the notice of certification of the plan’s crit-
ical status for the initial critical year under 
subsection (b)(3)(D) is sent, and notwith-
standing section 204(g), the plan shall not 
pay— 

‘‘(i) any payment, in excess of the monthly 
amount paid under a single life annuity (plus 
any social security supplements described in 
the last sentence of section 204(b)(1)(G)), 

‘‘(ii) any payment for the purchase of an ir-
revocable commitment from an insurer to 
pay benefits, and 

‘‘(iii) any other payment specified by the 
Secretary of the Treasury by regulations. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
not apply to a benefit which under section 
203(e) may be immediately distributed with-
out the consent of the participant or to any 
makeup payment in the case of a retroactive 
annuity starting date or any similar pay-
ment of benefits owed with respect to a prior 
period. 

‘‘(3) ADJUSTMENTS DISREGARDED IN WITH-
DRAWAL LIABILITY DETERMINATION.—Any ben-
efit reductions under this subsection shall be 
disregarded in determining a plan’s unfunded 
vested benefits for purposes of determining 
an employer’s withdrawal liability under 
section 4201. 

‘‘(4) SPECIAL RULES FOR PLAN ADOPTION PE-
RIOD.—During the rehabilitation plan adop-
tion period— 
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‘‘(A) the plan sponsor may not accept a 

collective bargaining agreement or partici-
pation agreement with respect to the multi-
employer plan that provides for— 

‘‘(i) a reduction in the level of contribu-
tions for any participants, 

‘‘(ii) a suspension of contributions with re-
spect to any period of service, or 

‘‘(iii) any new direct or indirect exclusion 
of younger or newly hired employees from 
plan participation, and 

‘‘(B) no amendment of the plan which in-
creases the liabilities of the plan by reason 
of any increase in benefits, any change in the 
accrual of benefits, or any change in the rate 
at which benefits become nonforfeitable 
under the plan may be adopted unless the 
amendment is required as a condition of 
qualification under part I of subchapter D of 
chapter 1 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 or to comply with other applicable law. 

‘‘(g) EXPEDITED RESOLUTION OF PLAN SPON-
SOR DECISIONS.—If, within 60 days of the due 
date for adoption of a funding improvement 
plan or a rehabilitation plan under sub-
section (e), the plan sponsor of a plan in en-
dangered status or a plan in critical status 
has not agreed on a funding improvement 
plan or rehabilitation plan, then any mem-
ber of the board or group that constitutes 
the plan sponsor may require that the plan 
sponsor enter into an expedited dispute reso-
lution procedure for the development and 
adoption of a funding improvement plan or 
rehabilitation plan. 

‘‘(h) NONBARGAINED PARTICIPATION.— 
‘‘(1) BOTH BARGAINED AND NONBARGAINED 

EMPLOYEE-PARTICIPANTS.—In the case of an 
employer that contributes to a multiem-
ployer plan with respect to both employees 
who are covered by one or more collective 
bargaining agreements and employees who 
are not so covered, if the plan is in endan-
gered status or in critical status, benefits of 
and contributions for the nonbargained em-
ployees, including surcharges on those con-
tributions, shall be determined as if those 
nonbargained employees were covered under 
the first to expire of the employer’s collec-
tive bargaining agreements in effect when 
the plan entered endangered or critical sta-
tus. 

‘‘(2) NONBARGAINED EMPLOYEES ONLY.—In 
the case of an employer that contributes to 
a multiemployer plan only with respect to 
employees who are not covered by a collec-
tive bargaining agreement, this section shall 
be applied as if the employer were the bar-
gaining party, and its participation agree-
ment with the plan were a collective bar-
gaining agreement with a term ending on the 
first day of the plan year beginning after the 
employer is provided the schedule or sched-
ules described in subsections (c) and (e). 

‘‘(i) DEFINITIONS; ACTUARIAL METHOD.—For 
purposes of this section— 

‘‘(1) BARGAINING PARTY.—The term ‘bar-
gaining party’ means— 

‘‘(A)(i) except as provided in clause (ii), an 
employer who has an obligation to con-
tribute under the plan; or 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a plan described under 
section 404(c) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986, or a continuation of such a plan, the 
association of employers that is the em-
ployer settlor of the plan; and 

‘‘(B) an employee organization which, for 
purposes of collective bargaining, represents 
plan participants employed by an employer 
who has an obligation to contribute under 
the plan. 

‘‘(2) FUNDED PERCENTAGE.—The term ‘fund-
ed percentage’ means the percentage equal 
to a fraction— 

‘‘(A) the numerator of which is the value of 
the plan’s assets, as determined under sec-
tion 304(c)(2), and 

‘‘(B) the denominator of which is the ac-
crued liability of the plan, determined using 
actuarial assumptions described in section 
304(c)(3). 

‘‘(3) ACCUMULATED FUNDING DEFICIENCY.— 
The term ‘accumulated funding deficiency’ 
has the meaning given such term in section 
304(a). 

‘‘(4) ACTIVE PARTICIPANT.—The term ‘active 
participant’ means, in connection with a 
multiemployer plan, a participant who is in 
covered service under the plan. 

‘‘(5) INACTIVE PARTICIPANT.—The term ‘in-
active participant’ means, in connection 
with a multiemployer plan, a participant, or 
the beneficiary or alternate payee of a par-
ticipant, who— 

‘‘(A) is not in covered service under the 
plan, and 

‘‘(B) is in pay status under the plan or has 
a nonforfeitable right to benefits under the 
plan. 

‘‘(6) PAY STATUS.—A person is in pay status 
under a multiemployer plan if— 

‘‘(A) at any time during the current plan 
year, such person is a participant or bene-
ficiary under the plan and is paid an early, 
late, normal, or disability retirement benefit 
under the plan (or a death benefit under the 
plan related to a retirement benefit), or 

‘‘(B) to the extent provided in regulations 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, such person 
is entitled to such a benefit under the plan. 

‘‘(7) OBLIGATION TO CONTRIBUTE.—The term 
‘obligation to contribute’ has the meaning 
given such term under section 4212(a). 

‘‘(8) ACTUARIAL METHOD.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of this section, the actu-
ary’s determinations with respect to a plan’s 
normal cost, actuarial accrued liability, and 
improvements in a plan’s funded percentage 
under this section shall be based upon the 
unit credit funding method (whether or not 
that method is used for the plan’s actuarial 
valuation). 

‘‘(9) PLAN SPONSOR.—In the case of a plan 
described under section 404(c) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, or a continuation of 
such a plan, the term ‘plan sponsor’ means 
the bargaining parties described under para-
graph (1). 

‘‘(10) BENEFIT COMMENCEMENT DATE.—The 
term ‘benefit commencement date’ means 
the annuity starting date (or in the case of a 
retroactive annuity starting date, the date 
on which benefit payments begin).’’. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT.—Section 502 of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1132) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(6) by striking ‘‘(6), or 
(7)’’ and inserting ‘‘(6), (7), or (8)’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsection (c)(8) as 
subsection (c)(9); and 

(3) by inserting after subsection (c)(7) the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(8) The Secretary may assess against any 
plan sponsor of a multiemployer plan a civil 
penalty of not more than $1,100 per day— 

‘‘(A) for each violation by such sponsor of 
the requirement under section 305 to adopt 
by the deadline established in that section a 
funding improvement plan or rehabilitation 
plan with respect to a multiemployer which 
is in endangered or critical status, or 

‘‘(B) in the case of a plan in endangered 
status which is not in seriously endangered 
status, for failure by the plan to meet the 
applicable benchmarks under section 305 by 
the end of the funding improvement period 
with respect to the plan.’’. 

(c) CAUSE OF ACTION TO COMPEL ADOPTION 
OR IMPLEMENTATION OF FUNDING IMPROVE-
MENT OR REHABILITATION PLAN.—Section 
502(a) of the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974 is amended by striking 
‘‘or’’ at the end of paragraph (8), by striking 
the period at the end of paragraph (9) and in-

serting ‘‘; or’’ and by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(10) in the case of a multiemployer plan 
that has been certified by the actuary to be 
in endangered or critical status under sec-
tion 305, if the plan sponsor— 

‘‘(A) has not adopted a funding improve-
ment or rehabilitation plan under that sec-
tion by the deadline established in such sec-
tion, or 

‘‘(B) fails to update or comply with the 
terms of the funding improvement or reha-
bilitation plan in accordance with the re-
quirements of such section, 

by an employer that has an obligation to 
contribute with respect to the multiem-
ployer plan or an employee organization that 
represents active participants in the multi-
employer plan, for an order compelling the 
plan sponsor to adopt a funding improve-
ment or rehabilitation plan or to update or 
comply with the terms of the funding im-
provement or rehabilitation plan in accord-
ance with the requirements of such section 
and the funding improvement or rehabilita-
tion plan.’’. 

(d) NO ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS RE-
QUIRED.—Section 302(b) of the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974, as 
amended by this Act, is amended by adding 
at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS IN CRITICAL 
STATUS.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply in the 
case of a multiemployer plan for any plan 
year in which the plan is in critical status 
pursuant to section 305. This paragraph shall 
only apply if the plan adopts a rehabilitation 
plan in accordance with section 305(e) and 
complies with the terms of such rehabilita-
tion plan (and any updates or modifications 
of the plan).’’. 

(e) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1 of such Act (as amend-
ed by the preceding provisions of this Act) is 
amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section 304 the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 305. Additional funding rules for mul-

tiemployer plans in endangered 
status or critical status.’’. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply with respect to plan 
years beginning after 2007. 

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN NOTICES.—In 
any case in which a plan’s actuary certifies 
that it is reasonably expected that a multi-
employer plan will be in critical status under 
section 305(b)(3) of the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974, as added by this 
section, with respect to the first plan year 
beginning after 2007, the notice required 
under subparagraph (D) of such section may 
be provided at any time after the date of en-
actment, so long as it is provided on or be-
fore the last date for providing the notice 
under such subparagraph. 

(3) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN RESTORED 
BENEFITS.—In the case of a multiemployer 
plan— 

(A) with respect to which benefits were re-
duced pursuant to a plan amendment adopt-
ed on or after January 1, 2002, and before 
June 30, 2005, and 

(B) which, pursuant to the plan document, 
the trust agreement, or a formal written 
communication from the plan sponsor to 
participants provided before June 30, 2005, 
provided for the restoration of such benefits, 
the amendments made by this section shall 
not apply to such benefit restorations to the 
extent that any restriction on the providing 
or accrual of such benefits would otherwise 
apply by reason of such amendments. 
SEC. 203. MEASURES TO FORESTALL INSOLVENCY 

OF MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS. 
(a) ADVANCE DETERMINATION OF IMPENDING 

INSOLVENCY OVER 5 YEARS.—Section 
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4245(d)(1) of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 
1426(d)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘3 plan years’’ the second 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘5 plan years’’; 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
sentence: ‘‘If the plan sponsor makes such a 
determination that the plan will be insolvent 

in any of the next 5 plan years, the plan 
sponsor shall make the comparison under 
this paragraph at least annually until the 
plan sponsor makes a determination that the 
plan will not be insolvent in any of the next 
5 plan years.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply with respect 

to determinations made in plan years begin-
ning after 2007. 
SEC. 204. WITHDRAWAL LIABILITY REFORMS. 

(a) UPDATE OF RULES RELATING TO LIMITA-
TIONS ON WITHDRAWAL LIABILITY.— 

(1) INCREASE IN LIMITS.—Section 4225(a)(2) 
of such Act (29 U.S.C. 1405(a)(2)) is amended 
by striking the table contained therein and 
inserting the following new table: 

‘‘If the liquidation or distribution value of the employer after the 
sale or exchange is— The portion is— 

Not more than $5,000,000 ....................................................................... 30 percent of the amount. 
More than $5,000,000, but not more than $10,000,000 .............................. $1,500,000, plus 35 percent of the amount in excess of $5,000,000. 
More than $10,000,000, but not more than $15,000,000 ............................. $3,250,000, plus 40 percent of the amount in excess of $10,000,000. 
More than $15,000,000, but not more than $17,500,000 ............................. $5,250,000, plus 45 percent of the amount in excess of $15,000,000. 
More than $17,500,000, but not more than $20,000,000 ............................. $6,375,000, plus 50 percent of the amount in excess of $17,500,000. 
More than $20,000,000, but not more than $22,500,000 ............................. $7,625,000, plus 60 percent of the amount in excess of $20,000,000. 
More than $22,500,000, but not more than $25,000,000 ............................. $9,125,000, plus 70 percent of the amount in excess of $22,500,000.
More than $25,000,000 ............................................................................ $10,875,000, plus 80 percent of the amount in excess of $25,000,000.’’. 

(2) PLANS USING ATTRIBUTABLE METHOD.— 
Section 4225(a)(1)(B) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 
1405(a)(1)(B)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(B) in the case of a plan using the attrib-
utable method of allocating withdrawal li-
ability, the unfunded vested benefits attrib-
utable to employees of the employer.’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to sales 
occurring on or after January 1, 2007. 

(b) WITHDRAWAL LIABILITY CONTINUES IF 
WORK CONTRACTED OUT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Clause (i) of section 
4205(b)(2)(A) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 
1385(b)(2)(A)) is amended by inserting ‘‘or to 
an entity or entities owned or controlled by 
the employer’’ after ‘‘to another location’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall apply with re-
spect to work transferred on or after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

(c) APPLICATION OF RULES TO PLANS PRI-
MARILY COVERING EMPLOYEES IN THE BUILD-
ING AND CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4210(b) of such Act 
(29 U.S.C. 1390(b)) is amended— 

(A) by striking paragraph (1); and 
(B) by redesignating paragraphs (2) 

through (4) as paragraphs (1) through (3), re-
spectively. 

(2) FRESH START OPTION.—Section 4211(c)(5) 
of such Act (29 U.S.C. 1391(c)(5)) is amended 
by adding at the end the following new sub-
paragraph: 

‘‘(E) FRESH START OPTION.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (1), a plan may be 
amended to provide that the withdrawal li-
ability method described in subsection (b) 
shall be applied by substituting the plan 
year which is specified in the amendment 
and for which the plan has no unfunded vest-
ed benefits for the plan year ending before 
September 26, 1980.’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply with re-
spect to plan withdrawals occurring on or 
after January 1, 2007. 

(d) PROCEDURES APPLICABLE TO DISPUTES 
INVOLVING PENSION PLAN WITHDRAWAL LI-
ABILITY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4221 of Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1401) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(g) PROCEDURES APPLICABLE TO CERTAIN 
DISPUTES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If— 
‘‘(A) a plan sponsor of a plan determines 

that— 
‘‘(i) a complete or partial withdrawal of an 

employer has occurred, or 
‘‘(ii) an employer is liable for withdrawal 

liability payments with respect to such com-
plete or partial withdrawal, and 

‘‘(B) such determination is based in whole 
or in part on a finding by the plan sponsor 
under section 4212(c) that a principal purpose 
of any transaction which occurred after De-
cember 31, 1998, and at least 5 years (2 years 
in the case of a small employer) before the 
date of the complete or partial withdrawal 
was to evade or avoid withdrawal liability 
under this subtitle, 
then the person against which the with-
drawal liability is assessed based solely on 
the application of section 4212(c) may elect 
to use the special rule under paragraph (2) in 
applying subsection (d) of this section and 
section 4219(c) to such person. 

‘‘(2) SPECIAL RULE.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (d) and section 4219(c), if an electing 
person contests the plan sponsor’s deter-
mination with respect to withdrawal liabil-
ity payments under paragraph (1) through an 
arbitration proceeding pursuant to sub-
section (a), through an action brought in a 
court of competent jurisdiction for review of 
such an arbitration decision, or as otherwise 
permitted by law, the electing person shall 
not be obligated to make the withdrawal li-
ability payments until a final decision in the 
arbitration proceeding, or in court, upholds 
the plan sponsor’s determination, but only if 
the electing person— 

‘‘(A) provides notice to the plan sponsor of 
its election to apply the special rule in this 
paragraph within 90 days after the plan spon-
sor notifies the electing person of its liabil-
ity by reason of the application of section 
4212(c); and 

‘‘(B) if a final decision in the arbitration 
proceeding, or in court, of the withdrawal li-
ability dispute has not been rendered within 
12 months from the date of such notice, the 
electing person provides to the plan, effec-
tive as of the first day following the 12- 
month period, a bond issued by a corporate 
surety company that is an acceptable surety 
for purposes of section 412 of this Act, or an 
amount held in escrow by a bank or similar 
financial institution satisfactory to the plan, 
in an amount equal to the sum of the with-
drawal liability payments that would other-
wise be due under subsection (d) and section 
4219(c) for the 12-month period beginning 
with the first anniversary of such notice. 
Such bond or escrow shall remain in effect 
until there is a final decision in the arbitra-
tion proceeding, or in court, of the with-
drawal liability dispute, at which time such 
bond or escrow shall be paid to the plan if 
such final decision upholds the plan spon-
sor’s determination. 

‘‘(3) DEFINITION OF SMALL EMPLOYER.—For 
purposes of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘small em-
ployer’ means any employer which, for the 
calendar year in which the transaction re-

ferred to in paragraph (1)(B) occurred and for 
each of the 3 preceding years, on average— 

‘‘(i) employs not more than 500 employees, 
and 

‘‘(ii) is required to make contributions to 
the plan for not more than 250 employees. 

‘‘(B) CONTROLLED GROUP.—Any group treat-
ed as a single employer under subsection 
(b)(1) of section 4001, without regard to any 
transaction that was a basis for the plan’s 
finding under section 4212, shall be treated as 
a single employer for purposes of this sub-
paragraph. 

‘‘(4) ADDITIONAL SECURITY PENDING RESOLU-
TION OF DISPUTE.—If a withdrawal liability 
dispute to which this subsection applies is 
not concluded by 12 months after the elect-
ing person posts the bond or escrow de-
scribed in paragraph (2), the electing person 
shall, at the start of each succeeding 12- 
month period, provide an additional bond or 
amount held in escrow equal to the sum of 
the withdrawal liability payments that 
would otherwise be payable to the plan dur-
ing that period. 

‘‘(5) The liability of the party furnishing a 
bond or escrow under this subsection shall be 
reduced, upon the payment of the bond or es-
crow to the plan, by the amount thereof.’’ 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to any 
person that receives a notification under sec-
tion 4219(b)(1) of the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974 on or after the 
date of enactment of this Act with respect to 
a transaction that occurred after December 
31, 1998. 
SEC. 205. PROHIBITION ON RETALIATION 

AGAINST EMPLOYERS EXERCISING 
THEIR RIGHTS TO PETITION THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

Section 510 of the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1140) is 
amended by inserting before the last sen-
tence thereof the following new sentence:‘‘In 
the case of a multiemployer plan, it shall be 
unlawful for the plan sponsor or any other 
person to discriminate against any contrib-
uting employer for exercising rights under 
this Act or for giving information or testi-
fying in any inquiry or proceeding relating 
to this Act before Congress.’’ 
SEC. 206. SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN BENEFITS 

FUNDED UNDER AN AGREEMENT AP-
PROVED BY THE PENSION BENEFIT 
GUARANTY CORPORATION. 

In the case of a multiemployer plan that is 
a party to an agreement that was approved 
by the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora-
tion prior to June 30, 2005, and that— 

(1) increases benefits, and 
(2) provides for special withdrawal liability 

rules under section 4203(f) of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1383), 
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the amendments made by sections 201, 202, 
211, and 212 of this Act shall not apply to the 
benefit increases under any plan amendment 
adopted prior to June 30, 2005, that are fund-
ed pursuant to such agreement if the plan is 
funded in compliance with such agreement 
(and any amendments thereto). 
Subtitle B—Amendments to Internal Revenue 

Code of 1986 
SEC. 211. FUNDING RULES FOR MULTIEMPLOYER 

DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subpart A of part III of 

subchapter D of chapter 1 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 (as added by this Act) 
is amended by inserting after section 430 the 
following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 431. MINIMUM FUNDING STANDARDS FOR 

MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of section 

412, the accumulated funding deficiency of a 
multiemployer plan for any plan year is— 

‘‘(1) except as provided in paragraph (2), 
the amount, determined as of the end of the 
plan year, equal to the excess (if any) of the 
total charges to the funding standard ac-
count of the plan for all plan years (begin-
ning with the first plan year for which this 
part applies to the plan) over the total cred-
its to such account for such years, and 

‘‘(2) if the multiemployer plan is in reorga-
nization for any plan year, the accumulated 
funding deficiency of the plan determined 
under section 4243 of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974. 

‘‘(b) FUNDING STANDARD ACCOUNT.— 
‘‘(1) ACCOUNT REQUIRED.—Each multiem-

ployer plan to which this part applies shall 
establish and maintain a funding standard 
account. Such account shall be credited and 
charged solely as provided in this section. 

‘‘(2) CHARGES TO ACCOUNT.—For a plan year, 
the funding standard account shall be 
charged with the sum of— 

‘‘(A) the normal cost of the plan for the 
plan year, 

‘‘(B) the amounts necessary to amortize in 
equal annual installments (until fully amor-
tized)— 

‘‘(i) in the case of a plan which comes into 
existence on or after January 1, 2008, the un-
funded past service liability under the plan 
on the first day of the first plan year to 
which this section applies, over a period of 15 
plan years, 

‘‘(ii) separately, with respect to each plan 
year, the net increase (if any) in unfunded 
past service liability under the plan arising 
from plan amendments adopted in such year, 
over a period of 15 plan years, 

‘‘(ii) separately, with respect to each plan 
year, the net increase (if any) in unfunded 
past service liability under the plan arising 
from plan amendments adopted in such year, 
over a period of 15 plan years, 

‘‘(iii) separately, with respect to each plan 
year, the net experience loss (if any) under 
the plan, over a period of 15 plan years, and 

‘‘(iv) separately, with respect to each plan 
year, the net loss (if any) resulting from 
changes in actuarial assumptions used under 
the plan, over a period of 15 plan years, 

‘‘(C) the amount necessary to amortize 
each waived funding deficiency (within the 
meaning of section 412(c)(3)) for each prior 
plan year in equal annual installments (until 
fully amortized) over a period of 15 plan 
years, 

‘‘(D) the amount necessary to amortize in 
equal annual installments (until fully amor-
tized) over a period of 5 plan years any 
amount credited to the funding standard ac-
count under section 412(b)(3)(D) (as in effect 
on the day before the date of the enactment 
of the Pension Protection Act of 2006), and 

‘‘(E) the amount necessary to amortize in 
equal annual installments (until fully amor-
tized) over a period of 20 years the contribu-

tions which would be required to be made 
under the plan but for the provisions of sec-
tion 412(c)(7)(A)(i)(I) (as in effect on the day 
before the date of the enactment of the Pen-
sion Protection Act of 2006). 

‘‘(3) CREDITS TO ACCOUNT.—For a plan year, 
the funding standard account shall be cred-
ited with the sum of— 

‘‘(A) the amount considered contributed by 
the employer to or under the plan for the 
plan year, 

‘‘(B) the amount necessary to amortize in 
equal annual installments (until fully amor-
tized)— 

‘‘(i) separately, with respect to each plan 
year, the net decrease (if any) in unfunded 
past service liability under the plan arising 
from plan amendments adopted in such year, 
over a period of 15 plan years, 

‘‘(ii) separately, with respect to each plan 
year, the net experience gain (if any) under 
the plan, over a period of 15 plan years, and 

‘‘(iii) separately, with respect to each plan 
year, the net gain (if any) resulting from 
changes in actuarial assumptions used under 
the plan, over a period of 15 plan years, 

‘‘(C) the amount of the waived funding de-
ficiency (within the meaning of section 
412(c)(3)) for the plan year, and 

‘‘(D) in the case of a plan year for which 
the accumulated funding deficiency is deter-
mined under the funding standard account if 
such plan year follows a plan year for which 
such deficiency was determined under the al-
ternative minimum funding standard under 
section 412(g) (as in effect on the day before 
the date of the enactment of the Pension 
Protection Act of 2006), the excess (if any) of 
any debit balance in the funding standard ac-
count (determined without regard to this 
subparagraph) over any debit balance in the 
alternative minimum funding standard ac-
count. 

‘‘(4) SPECIAL RULE FOR AMOUNTS FIRST AM-
ORTIZED IN PLAN YEARS BEFORE 2008.—In the 
case of any amount amortized under section 
412(b) (as in effect on the day before the date 
of the enactment of the Pension Protection 
Act of 2006) over any period beginning with a 
plan year beginning before 2008 in lieu of the 
amortization described in paragraphs (2)(B) 
and (3)(B), such amount shall continue to be 
amortized under such section as so in effect. 

‘‘(5) COMBINING AND OFFSETTING AMOUNTS 
TO BE AMORTIZED.—Under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary, amounts required 
to be amortized under paragraph (2) or para-
graph (3), as the case may be— 

‘‘(A) may be combined into one amount 
under such paragraph to be amortized over a 
period determined on the basis of the re-
maining amortization period for all items 
entering into such combined amount, and 

‘‘(B) may be offset against amounts re-
quired to be amortized under the other such 
paragraph, with the resulting amount to be 
amortized over a period determined on the 
basis of the remaining amortization periods 
for all items entering into whichever of the 
two amounts being offset is the greater. 

‘‘(6) INTEREST.—The funding standard ac-
count (and items therein) shall be charged or 
credited (as determined under regulations 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury) 
with interest at the appropriate rate con-
sistent with the rate or rates of interest used 
under the plan to determine costs. 

‘‘(7) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO CHARGES 
AND CREDITS TO FUNDING STANDARD AC-
COUNT.—For purposes of this part— 

‘‘(A) WITHDRAWAL LIABILITY.—Any amount 
received by a multiemployer plan in pay-
ment of all or part of an employer’s with-
drawal liability under part 1 of subtitle E of 
title IV of the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974 shall be considered an 
amount contributed by the employer to or 
under the plan. The Secretary may prescribe 

by regulation additional charges and credits 
to a multiemployer plan’s funding standard 
account to the extent necessary to prevent 
withdrawal liability payments from being 
unduly reflected as advance funding for plan 
liabilities. 

‘‘(B) ADJUSTMENTS WHEN A MULTIEMPLOYER 
PLAN LEAVES REORGANIZATION.—If a multiem-
ployer plan is not in reorganization in the 
plan year but was in reorganization in the 
immediately preceding plan year, any bal-
ance in the funding standard account at the 
close of such immediately preceding plan 
year— 

‘‘(i) shall be eliminated by an offsetting 
credit or charge (as the case may be), but 

‘‘(ii) shall be taken into account in subse-
quent plan years by being amortized in equal 
annual installments (until fully amortized) 
over 30 plan years. 
The preceding sentence shall not apply to 
the extent of any accumulated funding defi-
ciency under section 4243(a) of such Act as of 
the end of the last plan year that the plan 
was in reorganization. 

‘‘(C) PLAN PAYMENTS TO SUPPLEMENTAL 
PROGRAM OR WITHDRAWAL LIABILITY PAYMENT 
FUND.—Any amount paid by a plan during a 
plan year to the Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation pursuant to section 4222 of such 
Act or to a fund exempt under section 
501(c)(22) pursuant to section 4223 of such Act 
shall reduce the amount of contributions 
considered received by the plan for the plan 
year. 

‘‘(D) INTERIM WITHDRAWAL LIABILITY PAY-
MENTS.—Any amount paid by an employer 
pending a final determination of the employ-
er’s withdrawal liability under part 1 of sub-
title E of title IV of such Act and subse-
quently refunded to the employer by the 
plan shall be charged to the funding standard 
account in accordance with regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(E) ELECTION FOR DEFERRAL OF CHARGE 
FOR PORTION OF NET EXPERIENCE LOSS.—If an 
election is in effect under section 412(b)(7)(F) 
(as in effect on the day before the date of the 
enactment of the Pension Protection Act of 
2006) for any plan year, the funding standard 
account shall be charged in the plan year to 
which the portion of the net experience loss 
deferred by such election was deferred with 
the amount so deferred (and paragraph 
(2)(B)(iii) shall not apply to the amount so 
charged). 

‘‘(F) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.—Any amount 
of any financial assistance from the Pension 
Benefit Guaranty Corporation to any plan, 
and any repayment of such amount, shall be 
taken into account under this section and 
section 412 in such manner as is determined 
by the Secretary. 

‘‘(G) SHORT-TERM BENEFITS.—To the extent 
that any plan amendment increases the un-
funded past service liability under the plan 
by reason of an increase in benefits which 
are not payable as a life annuity but are pay-
able under the terms of the plan for a period 
that does not exceed 14 years from the effec-
tive date of the amendment, paragraph 
(2)(B)(ii) shall be applied separately with re-
spect to such increase in unfunded past serv-
ice liability by substituting the number of 
years of the period during which such bene-
fits are payable for ‘15’. 

‘‘(c) ADDITIONAL RULES.— 
‘‘(1) DETERMINATIONS TO BE MADE UNDER 

FUNDING METHOD.—For purposes of this part, 
normal costs, accrued liability, past service 
liabilities, and experience gains and losses 
shall be determined under the funding meth-
od used to determine costs under the plan. 

‘‘(2) VALUATION OF ASSETS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this 

part, the value of the plan’s assets shall be 
determined on the basis of any reasonable 
actuarial method of valuation which takes 
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into account fair market value and which is 
permitted under regulations prescribed by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) ELECTION WITH RESPECT TO BONDS.— 
The value of a bond or other evidence of in-
debtedness which is not in default as to prin-
cipal or interest may, at the election of the 
plan administrator, be determined on an am-
ortized basis running from initial cost at 
purchase to par value at maturity or earliest 
call date. Any election under this subpara-
graph shall be made at such time and in such 
manner as the Secretary shall by regulations 
provide, shall apply to all such evidences of 
indebtedness, and may be revoked only with 
the consent of the Secretary. 

‘‘(3) ACTUARIAL ASSUMPTIONS MUST BE REA-
SONABLE.—For purposes of this section, all 
costs, liabilities, rates of interest, and other 
factors under the plan shall be determined 
on the basis of actuarial assumptions and 
methods— 

‘‘(A) each of which is reasonable (taking 
into account the experience of the plan and 
reasonable expectations), and 

‘‘(B) which, in combination, offer the actu-
ary’s best estimate of anticipated experience 
under the plan. 

‘‘(4) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN CHANGES AS EX-
PERIENCE GAIN OR LOSS.—For purposes of this 
section, if— 

‘‘(A) a change in benefits under the Social 
Security Act or in other retirement benefits 
created under Federal or State law, or 

‘‘(B) a change in the definition of the term 
‘wages’ under section 3121, or a change in the 
amount of such wages taken into account 
under regulations prescribed for purposes of 
section 401(a)(5), 
results in an increase or decrease in accrued 
liability under a plan, such increase or de-
crease shall be treated as an experience loss 
or gain. 

‘‘(5) FULL FUNDING.—If, as of the close of a 
plan year, a plan would (without regard to 
this paragraph) have an accumulated funding 
deficiency in excess of the full funding limi-
tation— 

‘‘(A) the funding standard account shall be 
credited with the amount of such excess, and 

‘‘(B) all amounts described in subpara-
graphs (B), (C), and (D) of subsection (b) (2) 
and subparagraph (B) of subsection (b)(3) 
which are required to be amortized shall be 
considered fully amortized for purposes of 
such subparagraphs. 

‘‘(6) FULL-FUNDING LIMITATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of para-

graph (5), the term ‘full-funding limitation’ 
means the excess (if any) of— 

‘‘(i) the accrued liability (including normal 
cost) under the plan (determined under the 
entry age normal funding method if such ac-
crued liability cannot be directly calculated 
under the funding method used for the plan), 
over 

‘‘(ii) the lesser of— 
‘‘(I) the fair market value of the plan’s as-

sets, or 
‘‘(II) the value of such assets determined 

under paragraph (2). 
‘‘(B) MINIMUM AMOUNT.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In no event shall the full- 

funding limitation determined under sub-
paragraph (A) be less than the excess (if any) 
of— 

‘‘(I) 90 percent of the current liability of 
the plan (including the expected increase in 
current liability due to benefits accruing 
during the plan year), over 

‘‘(II) the value of the plan’s assets deter-
mined under paragraph (2). 

‘‘(ii) ASSETS.—For purposes of clause (i), 
assets shall not be reduced by any credit bal-
ance in the funding standard account. 

‘‘(C) FULL FUNDING LIMITATION.—For pur-
poses of this paragraph, unless otherwise 
provided by the plan, the accrued liability 

under a multiemployer plan shall not in-
clude benefits which are not nonforfeitable 
under the plan after the termination of the 
plan (taking into consideration section 
411(d)(3)). 

‘‘(D) CURRENT LIABILITY.—For purposes of 
this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘current liabil-
ity’ means all liabilities to employees and 
their beneficiaries under the plan. 

‘‘(ii) TREATMENT OF UNPREDICTABLE CONTIN-
GENT EVENT BENEFITS.—For purposes of 
clause (i), any benefit contingent on an event 
other than— 

‘‘(I) age, service, compensation, death, or 
disability, or 

‘‘(II) an event which is reasonably and reli-
ably predictable (as determined by the Sec-
retary), 

shall not be taken into account until the 
event on which the benefit is contingent oc-
curs. 

‘‘(iii) INTEREST RATE USED.—The rate of in-
terest used to determine current liability 
under this paragraph shall be the rate of in-
terest determined under subparagraph (E). 

‘‘(iv) MORTALITY TABLES.— 
‘‘(I) COMMISSIONERS’ STANDARD TABLE.—In 

the case of plan years beginning before the 
first plan year to which the first tables pre-
scribed under subclause (II) apply, the mor-
tality table used in determining current li-
ability under this paragraph shall be the 
table prescribed by the Secretary which is 
based on the prevailing commissioners’ 
standard table (described in section 
807(d)(5)(A)) used to determine reserves for 
group annuity contracts issued on January 1, 
1993. 

‘‘(II) SECRETARIAL AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary may by regulation prescribe for plan 
years beginning after December 31, 1999, mor-
tality tables to be used in determining cur-
rent liability under this subsection. Such ta-
bles shall be based upon the actual experi-
ence of pension plans and projected trends in 
such experience. In prescribing such tables, 
the Secretary shall take into account results 
of available independent studies of mortality 
of individuals covered by pension plans. 

‘‘(v) SEPARATE MORTALITY TABLES FOR THE 
DISABLED.—Notwithstanding clause (iv)— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish mortality tables which may be used 
(in lieu of the tables under clause (iv)) to de-
termine current liability under this sub-
section for individuals who are entitled to 
benefits under the plan on account of dis-
ability. The Secretary shall establish sepa-
rate tables for individuals whose disabilities 
occur in plan years beginning before January 
1, 1995, and for individuals whose disabilities 
occur in plan years beginning on or after 
such date. 

‘‘(II) SPECIAL RULE FOR DISABILITIES OCCUR-
RING AFTER 1994.—In the case of disabilities 
occurring in plan years beginning after De-
cember 31, 1994, the tables under subclause 
(I) shall apply only with respect to individ-
uals described in such subclause who are dis-
abled within the meaning of title II of the 
Social Security Act and the regulations 
thereunder. 

‘‘(vi) PERIODIC REVIEW.—The Secretary 
shall periodically (at least every 5 years) re-
view any tables in effect under this subpara-
graph and shall, to the extent such Secretary 
determines necessary, by regulation update 
the tables to reflect the actual experience of 
pension plans and projected trends in such 
experience. 

‘‘(E) REQUIRED CHANGE OF INTEREST RATE.— 
For purposes of determining a plan’s current 
liability for purposes of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If any rate of interest 
used under the plan under subsection (b)(6) 
to determine cost is not within the permis-

sible range, the plan shall establish a new 
rate of interest within the permissible range. 

‘‘(ii) PERMISSIBLE RANGE.—For purposes of 
this subparagraph— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subclause (II), the term ‘permissible range’ 
means a rate of interest which is not more 
than 5 percent above, and not more than 10 
percent below, the weighted average of the 
rates of interest on 30-year Treasury securi-
ties during the 4-year period ending on the 
last day before the beginning of the plan 
year. 

‘‘(II) SECRETARIAL AUTHORITY.—If the Sec-
retary finds that the lowest rate of interest 
permissible under subclause (I) is unreason-
ably high, the Secretary may prescribe a 
lower rate of interest, except that such rate 
may not be less than 80 percent of the aver-
age rate determined under such subclause. 

‘‘(iii) ASSUMPTIONS.—Notwithstanding 
paragraph (3)(A), the interest rate used 
under the plan shall be— 

‘‘(I) determined without taking into ac-
count the experience of the plan and reason-
able expectations, but 

‘‘(II) consistent with the assumptions 
which reflect the purchase rates which would 
be used by insurance companies to satisfy 
the liabilities under the plan. 

‘‘(7) ANNUAL VALUATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-

tion, a determination of experience gains and 
losses and a valuation of the plan’s liability 
shall be made not less frequently than once 
every year, except that such determination 
shall be made more frequently to the extent 
required in particular cases under regula-
tions prescribed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) VALUATION DATE.— 
‘‘(i) CURRENT YEAR.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), the valuation referred to in sub-
paragraph (A) shall be made as of a date 
within the plan year to which the valuation 
refers or within one month prior to the be-
ginning of such year. 

‘‘(ii) USE OF PRIOR YEAR VALUATION.—The 
valuation referred to in subparagraph (A) 
may be made as of a date within the plan 
year prior to the year to which the valuation 
refers if, as of such date, the value of the as-
sets of the plan are not less than 100 percent 
of the plan’s current liability (as defined in 
paragraph (6)(D) without regard to clause 
(iv) thereof). 

‘‘(iii) ADJUSTMENTS.—Information under 
clause (ii) shall, in accordance with regula-
tions, be actuarially adjusted to reflect sig-
nificant differences in participants. 

‘‘(iv) LIMITATION.—A change in funding 
method to use a prior year valuation, as pro-
vided in clause (ii), may not be made unless 
as of the valuation date within the prior plan 
year, the value of the assets of the plan are 
not less than 125 percent of the plan’s cur-
rent liability (as defined in paragraph (6)(D) 
without regard to clause (iv) thereof). 

‘‘(8) TIME WHEN CERTAIN CONTRIBUTIONS 
DEEMED MADE.—For purposes of this section, 
any contributions for a plan year made by an 
employer after the last day of such plan 
year, but not later than two and one-half 
months after such day, shall be deemed to 
have been made on such last day. For pur-
poses of this subparagraph, such two and 
one-half month period may be extended for 
not more than six months under regulations 
prescribed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(d) EXTENSION OF AMORTIZATION PERIODS 
FOR MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS.— 

‘‘(1) AUTOMATIC EXTENSION UPON APPLICA-
TION BY CERTAIN PLANS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the plan sponsor of a 
multiemployer plan— 

‘‘(i) submits to the Secretary an applica-
tion for an extension of the period of years 
required to amortize any unfunded liability 
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described in any clause of subsection 
(b)(2)(B) or described in subsection (b)(4), and 

‘‘(ii) includes with the application a cer-
tification by the plan’s actuary described in 
subparagraph (B), 
the Secretary shall extend the amortization 
period for the period of time (not in excess of 
5 years) specified in the application. Such ex-
tension shall be in addition to any extension 
under paragraph (2). 

‘‘(B) CRITERIA.—A certification with re-
spect to a multiemployer plan is described in 
this subparagraph if the plan’s actuary cer-
tifies that, based on reasonable assump-
tions— 

‘‘(i) absent the extension under subpara-
graph (A), the plan would have an accumu-
lated funding deficiency in the current plan 
year or any of the 9 succeeding plan years, 

‘‘(ii) the plan sponsor has adopted a plan to 
improve the plan’s funding status, 

‘‘(iii) the plan is projected to have suffi-
cient assets to timely pay expected benefits 
and anticipated expenditures over the amor-
tization period as extended, and 

‘‘(iv) the notice required under paragraph 
(3)(A) has been provided. 

‘‘(C) TERMINATION.—The preceding provi-
sions of this paragraph shall not apply with 
respect to any application submitted after 
December 31, 2014. 

‘‘(2) ALTERNATIVE EXTENSION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the plan sponsor of a 

multiemployer plan submits to the Sec-
retary an application for an extension of the 
period of years required to amortize any un-
funded liability described in any clause of 
subsection (b)(2)(B) or described in sub-
section (b)(4), the Secretary may extend the 
amortization period for a period of time (not 
in excess of 10 years reduced by the number 
of years of any extension under paragraph (1) 
with respect to such unfunded liability) if 
the Secretary makes the determination de-
scribed in subparagraph (B). Such extension 
shall be in addition to any extension under 
paragraph (1). 

‘‘(B) DETERMINATION.—The Secretary may 
grant an extension under subparagraph (A) if 
the Secretary determines that— 

‘‘(i) such extension would carry out the 
purposes of this Act and would provide ade-
quate protection for participants under the 
plan and their beneficiaries, and 

‘‘(ii) the failure to permit such extension 
would— 

‘‘(I) result in a substantial risk to the vol-
untary continuation of the plan, or a sub-
stantial curtailment of pension benefit levels 
or employee compensation, and 

‘‘(II) be adverse to the interests of plan 
participants in the aggregate. 

‘‘(C) ACTION BY SECRETARY.—The Secretary 
shall act upon any application for an exten-
sion under this paragraph within 180 days of 
the submission of such application. If the 
Secretary rejects the application for an ex-
tension under this paragraph, the Secretary 
shall provide notice to the plan detailing the 
specific reasons for the rejection, including 
references to the criteria set forth above. 

‘‘(3) ADVANCE NOTICE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall, be-

fore granting an extension under this sub-
section, require each applicant to provide 
evidence satisfactory to such Secretary that 
the applicant has provided notice of the fil-
ing of the application for such extension to 
each affected party (as defined in section 
4001(a)(21) of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974) with respect to 
the affected plan. Such notice shall include a 
description of the extent to which the plan is 
funded for benefits which are guaranteed 
under title IV of such Act and for benefit li-
abilities. 

‘‘(B) CONSIDERATION OF RELEVANT INFORMA-
TION.—The Secretary shall consider any rel-

evant information provided by a person to 
whom notice was given under paragraph 
(1).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to plan years begin-
ning after 2007. 

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN AMORTIZA-
TION EXTENSIONS.—If the Secretary of the 
Treasury grants an extension under section 
304 of the Employee Retirement Income Se-
curity Act of 1974 and section 412(e) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 with respect to 
any application filed with the Secretary of 
the Treasury on or before June 30, 2005, the 
extension (and any modification thereof) 
shall be applied and administered under the 
rules of such sections as in effect before the 
enactment of this Act, including the use of 
the rate of interest determined under section 
6621(b) of such Code. 
SEC. 212. ADDITIONAL FUNDING RULES FOR MUL-

TIEMPLOYER PLANS IN ENDAN-
GERED OR CRITICAL STATUS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subpart A of part III of 
subchapter D of chapter 1 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 (as amended by this 
Act) is amended by inserting after section 
431 the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 432. ADDITIONAL FUNDING RULES FOR 

MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS IN ENDAN-
GERED STATUS OR CRITICAL STA-
TUS. 

‘‘(a) GENERAL RULE.—For purposes of this 
part, in the case of a multiemployer plan in 
effect on July 16, 2006 — 

‘‘(1) if the plan is in endangered status— 
‘‘(A) the plan sponsor shall adopt and im-

plement a funding improvement plan in ac-
cordance with the requirements of sub-
section (c), and 

‘‘(B) the requirements of subsection (d) 
shall apply during the funding plan adoption 
period and the funding improvement period, 
and 

‘‘(2) if the plan is in critical status— 
‘‘(A) the plan sponsor shall adopt and im-

plement a rehabilitation plan in accordance 
with the requirements of subsection (e), and 

‘‘(B) the requirements of subsection (f) 
shall apply during the rehabilitation plan 
adoption period and the rehabilitation pe-
riod. 

‘‘(b) DETERMINATION OF ENDANGERED AND 
CRITICAL STATUS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion— 

‘‘(1) ENDANGERED STATUS.—A multiem-
ployer plan is in endangered status for a plan 
year if, as determined by the plan actuary 
under paragraph (3), the plan is not in crit-
ical status for the plan year and, as of the 
beginning of the plan year, either— 

‘‘(A) the plan’s funded percentage for such 
plan year is less than 80 percent, or 

‘‘(B) the plan has an accumulated funding 
deficiency for such plan year, or is projected 
to have such an accumulated funding defi-
ciency for any of the 6 succeeding plan years, 
taking into account any extension of amorti-
zation periods under section 431(d). 
For purposes of this section, a plan shall be 
treated as in seriously endangered status for 
a plan year if the plan is described in both 
subparagraphs (A) and (B). 

‘‘(2) CRITICAL STATUS.—A multiemployer 
plan is in critical status for a plan year if, as 
determined by the plan actuary under para-
graph (3), the plan is described in 1 or more 
of the following subparagraphs as of the be-
ginning of the plan year: 

‘‘(A) A plan is described in this subpara-
graph if— 

‘‘(i) the funded percentage of the plan is 
less than 65 percent, and 

‘‘(ii) the sum of— 
‘‘(I) the fair market value of plan assets, 

plus 
‘‘(II) the present value of the reasonably 

anticipated employer contributions for the 

current plan year and each of the 6 suc-
ceeding plan years, assuming that the terms 
of all collective bargaining agreements pur-
suant to which the plan is maintained for 
the current plan year continue in effect for 
succeeding plan years, 

is less than the present value of all non-
forfeitable benefits projected to be payable 
under the plan during the current plan year 
and each of the 6 succeeding plan years (plus 
administrative expenses for such plan years). 

‘‘(B) A plan is described in this subpara-
graph if— 

‘‘(i) the plan has an accumulated funding 
deficiency for the current plan year, not tak-
ing into account any extension of amortiza-
tion periods under section 431(d), or 

‘‘(ii) the plan is projected to have an accu-
mulated funding deficiency for any of the 3 
succeeding plan years (4 succeeding plan 
years if the funded percentage of the plan is 
65 percent or less), not taking into account 
any extension of amortization periods under 
section 431(d). 

‘‘(C) A plan is described in this subpara-
graph if— 

‘‘(i)(I) the plan’s normal cost for the cur-
rent plan year, plus interest (determined at 
the rate used for determining costs under the 
plan) for the current plan year on the 
amount of unfunded benefit liabilities under 
the plan as of the last date of the preceding 
plan year, exceeds 

‘‘(II) the present value of the reasonably 
anticipated employer and employee con-
tributions for the current plan year, 

‘‘(ii) the present value, as of the beginning 
of the current plan year, of nonforfeitable 
benefits of inactive participants is greater 
than the present value of nonforfeitable ben-
efits of active participants, and 

‘‘(iii) the plan has an accumulated funding 
deficiency for the current plan year, or is 
projected to have such a deficiency for any of 
the 4 succeeding plan years, not taking into 
account any extension of amortization peri-
ods under section 431(d). 

‘‘(D) A plan is described in this subpara-
graph if the sum of— 

‘‘(i) the fair market value of plan assets, 
plus 

‘‘(ii) the present value of the reasonably 
anticipated employer contributions for the 
current plan year and each of the 4 suc-
ceeding plan years, assuming that the terms 
of all collective bargaining agreements pur-
suant to which the plan is maintained for 
the current plan year continue in effect for 
succeeding plan years, 
is less than the present value of all benefits 
projected to be payable under the plan dur-
ing the current plan year and each of the 4 
succeeding plan years (plus administrative 
expenses for such plan years). 

‘‘(3) ANNUAL CERTIFICATION BY PLAN ACTU-
ARY.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the 90th 
day of each plan year of a multiemployer 
plan, the plan actuary shall certify to the 
Secretary and to the plan sponsor— 

‘‘(i) whether or not the plan is in endan-
gered status for such plan year and whether 
or not the plan is or will be in critical status 
for such plan year, and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a plan which is in a 
funding improvement or rehabilitation pe-
riod, whether or not the plan is making the 
scheduled progress in meeting the require-
ments of its funding improvement or reha-
bilitation plan. 

‘‘(B) ACTUARIAL PROJECTIONS OF ASSETS AND 
LIABILITIES.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In making the deter-
minations and projections under this sub-
section, the plan actuary shall make projec-
tions required for the current and succeeding 
plan years of the current value of the assets 
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of the plan and the present value of all liabil-
ities to participants and beneficiaries under 
the plan for the current plan year as of the 
beginning of such year. The actuary’s projec-
tions shall be based on reasonable actuarial 
estimates, assumptions, and methods that, 
except as provided in clause (iii), offer the 
actuary’s best estimate of anticipated expe-
rience under the plan. The projected present 
value of liabilities as of the beginning of 
such year shall be determined based on the 
most recent of either— 

‘‘(I) the actuarial statement required under 
section 103(d) of the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974 with respect to 
the most recently filed annual report, or 

‘‘(II) the actuarial valuation for the pre-
ceding plan year. 

‘‘(ii) DETERMINATIONS OF FUTURE CONTRIBU-
TIONS.—Any actuarial projection of plan as-
sets shall assume— 

‘‘(I) reasonably anticipated employer con-
tributions for the current and succeeding 
plan years, assuming that the terms of the 
one or more collective bargaining agree-
ments pursuant to which the plan is main-
tained for the current plan year continue in 
effect for succeeding plan years, or 

‘‘(II) that employer contributions for the 
most recent plan year will continue indefi-
nitely, but only if the plan actuary deter-
mines there have been no significant demo-
graphic changes that would make such as-
sumption unreasonable. 

‘‘(iii) PROJECTED INDUSTRY ACTIVITY.—Any 
projection of activity in the industry or in-
dustries covered by the plan, including fu-
ture covered employment and contribution 
levels, shall be based on information pro-
vided by the plan sponsor, which shall act 
reasonably and in good faith. 

‘‘(C) PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO SECURE TIME-
LY ACTUARIAL CERTIFICATION.—Any failure of 
the plan’s actuary to certify the plan’s sta-
tus under this subsection by the date speci-
fied in subparagraph (A) shall be treated for 
purposes of section 502(c)(2) of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 as a 
failure or refusal by the plan administrator 
to file the annual report required to be filed 
with the Secretary under section 101(b)(4) of 
such Act. 

‘‘(D) NOTICE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which it is 

certified under subparagraph (A) that a mul-
tiemployer plan is or will be in endangered 
or critical status for a plan year, the plan 
sponsor shall, not later than 30 days after 
the date of the certification, provide notifi-
cation of the endangered or critical status to 
the participants and beneficiaries, the bar-
gaining parties, the Pension Benefit Guar-
anty Corporation, and the Secretary of 
Labor. 

‘‘(ii) PLANS IN CRITICAL STATUS.—If it is 
certified under subparagraph (A) that a mul-
tiemployer plan is or will be in critical sta-
tus, the plan sponsor shall include in the no-
tice under clause (i) an explanation of the 
possibility that— 

‘‘(I) adjustable benefits (as defined in sub-
section (e)(8)) may be reduced, and 

‘‘(II) such reductions may apply to partici-
pants and beneficiaries whose benefit com-
mencement date is on or after the date such 
notice is provided for the first plan year in 
which the plan is in critical status. 

‘‘(iii) MODEL NOTICE.—The Secretary of 
Labor shall prescribe a model notice that a 
multiemployer plan may use to satisfy the 
requirements under clause (ii). 

‘‘(c) FUNDING IMPROVEMENT PLAN MUST BE 
ADOPTED FOR MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS IN EN-
DANGERED STATUS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which a 
multiemployer plan is in endangered status 
for a plan year, the plan sponsor, in accord-
ance with this subsection— 

‘‘(A) shall adopt a funding improvement 
plan not later than 240 days following the re-
quired date for the actuarial certification of 
endangered status under subsection (b)(3)(A), 
and 

‘‘(B) within 30 days after the adoption of 
the funding improvement plan— 

‘‘(i) shall provide to the bargaining parties 
1 or more schedules showing revised benefit 
structures, revised contribution structures, 
or both, which, if adopted, may reasonably 
be expected to enable the multiemployer 
plan to meet the applicable benchmarks in 
accordance with the funding improvement 
plan, including— 

‘‘(I) one proposal for reductions in the 
amount of future benefit accruals necessary 
to achieve the applicable benchmarks, as-
suming no amendments increasing contribu-
tions under the plan (other than amend-
ments increasing contributions necessary to 
achieve the applicable benchmarks after 
amendments have reduced future benefit ac-
cruals to the maximum extent permitted by 
law), and 

‘‘(II) one proposal for increases in contribu-
tions under the plan necessary to achieve the 
applicable benchmarks, assuming no amend-
ments reducing future benefit accruals under 
the plan, and 

‘‘(ii) may, if the plan sponsor deems appro-
priate, prepare and provide the bargaining 
parties with additional information relating 
to contribution rates or benefit reductions, 
alternative schedules, or other information 
relevant to achieving the applicable bench-
marks in accordance with the funding im-
provement plan. 
For purposes of this section, the term ‘appli-
cable benchmarks’ means the requirements 
applicable to the multiemployer plan under 
paragraph (3) (as modified by paragraph (5)). 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION FOR YEARS AFTER PROCESS 
BEGINS.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a 
plan year if such year is in a funding plan 
adoption period or funding improvement pe-
riod by reason of the plan being in endan-
gered status for a preceding plan year. For 
purposes of this section, such preceding plan 
year shall be the initial determination year 
with respect to the funding improvement 
plan to which it relates. 

‘‘(3) FUNDING IMPROVEMENT PLAN.—For pur-
poses of this section— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A funding improvement 
plan is a plan which consists of the actions, 
including options or a range of options to be 
proposed to the bargaining parties, formu-
lated to provide, based on reasonably antici-
pated experience and reasonable actuarial 
assumptions, for the attainment by the plan 
during the funding improvement period of 
the following requirements: 

‘‘(i) INCREASE IN PLAN’S FUNDING PERCENT-
AGE.—The plan’s funded percentage as of the 
close of the funding improvement period 
equals or exceeds a percentage equal to the 
sum of— 

‘‘(I) such percentage as of the beginning of 
such period, plus 

‘‘(II) 33 percent of the difference between 
100 percent and the percentage under sub-
clause (I). 

‘‘(ii) AVOIDANCE OF ACCUMULATED FUNDING 
DEFICIENCIES.—No accumulated funding defi-
ciency for any plan year during the funding 
improvement period (taking into account 
any extension of amortization periods under 
section 304(d)). 

‘‘(B) SERIOUSLY ENDANGERED PLANS.—In the 
case of a plan in seriously endangered status, 
except as provided in paragraph (5), subpara-
graph (A)(i)(II) shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘20 percent’ for ‘33 percent’. 

‘‘(4) FUNDING IMPROVEMENT PERIOD.—For 
purposes of this section— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The funding improve-
ment period for any funding improvement 

plan adopted pursuant to this subsection is 
the 10-year period beginning on the first day 
of the first plan year of the multiemployer 
plan beginning after the earlier of— 

‘‘(i) the second anniversary of the date of 
the adoption of the funding improvement 
plan, or 

‘‘(ii) the expiration of the collective bar-
gaining agreements in effect on the due date 
for the actuarial certification of endangered 
status for the initial determination year 
under subsection (b)(3)(A) and covering, as of 
such due date, at least 75 percent of the ac-
tive participants in such multiemployer 
plan. 

‘‘(B) SERIOUSLY ENDANGERED PLANS.—In the 
case of a plan in seriously endangered status, 
except as provided in paragraph (5), subpara-
graph (A) shall be applied by substituting 
‘15-year period’ for ‘10-year period’. 

‘‘(C) COORDINATION WITH CHANGES IN STA-
TUS.— 

‘‘(i) PLANS NO LONGER IN ENDANGERED STA-
TUS.—If the plan’s actuary certifies under 
subsection (b)(3)(A) for a plan year in any 
funding plan adoption period or funding im-
provement period that the plan is no longer 
in endangered status and is not in critical 
status, the funding plan adoption period or 
funding improvement period, whichever is 
applicable, shall end as of the close of the 
preceding plan year. 

‘‘(ii) PLANS IN CRITICAL STATUS.—If the 
plan’s actuary certifies under subsection 
(b)(3)(A) for a plan year in any funding plan 
adoption period or funding improvement pe-
riod that the plan is in critical status, the 
funding plan adoption period or funding im-
provement period, whichever is applicable, 
shall end as of the close of the plan year pre-
ceding the first plan year in the rehabilita-
tion period with respect to such status. 

‘‘(D) PLANS IN ENDANGERED STATUS AT END 
OF PERIOD.—If the plan’s actuary certifies 
under subsection (b)(3)(A) for the first plan 
year following the close of the period de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) that the plan is 
in endangered status, the provisions of this 
subsection and subsection (d) shall be ap-
plied as if such first plan year were an initial 
determination year, except that the plan 
may not be amended in a manner incon-
sistent with the funding improvement plan 
in effect for the preceding plan year until a 
new funding improvement plan is adopted. 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULES FOR SERIOUSLY ENDAN-
GERED PLANS MORE THAN 70 PERCENT FUND-
ED.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the funded percentage 
of a plan in seriously endangered status was 
more than 70 percent as of the beginning of 
the initial determination year— 

‘‘(i) paragraphs (3)(B) and (4)(B) shall apply 
only if the plan’s actuary certifies, within 30 
days after the certification under subsection 
(b)(3)(A) for the initial determination year, 
that, based on the terms of the plan and the 
collective bargaining agreements in effect at 
the time of such certification, the plan is not 
projected to meet the requirements of para-
graph (3)(A) (without regard to paragraphs 
(3)(B) and (4)(B)), and 

‘‘(ii) if there is a certification under clause 
(i), the plan may, in formulating its funding 
improvement plan, only take into account 
the rules of paragraph (3)(B) and (4)(B) for 
plan years in the funding improvement pe-
riod beginning on or before the date on 
which the last of the collective bargaining 
agreements described in paragraph (4)(A)(ii) 
expires. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULE AFTER EXPIRATION OF 
AGREEMENTS.—Notwithstanding subpara-
graph (A)(ii), if, for any plan year ending 
after the date described in subparagraph 
(A)(ii), the plan actuary certifies (at the 
time of the annual certification under sub-
section (b)(3)(A) for such plan year) that, 
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based on the terms of the plan and collective 
bargaining agreements in effect at the time 
of that annual certification, the plan is not 
projected to be able to meet the require-
ments of paragraph (3)(A) (without regard to 
paragraphs (3)(B) and (4)(B)), paragraphs 
(3)(B) and (4)(B) shall continue to apply for 
such year. 

‘‘(6) UPDATES TO FUNDING IMPROVEMENT 
PLANS AND SCHEDULES.— 

‘‘(A) FUNDING IMPROVEMENT PLAN.—The 
plan sponsor shall annually update the fund-
ing improvement plan and shall file the up-
date with the plan’s annual report under sec-
tion 104 of the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974. 

‘‘(B) SCHEDULES.—The plan sponsor shall 
annually update any schedule of contribu-
tion rates provided under this subsection to 
reflect the experience of the plan. 

‘‘(C) DURATION OF SCHEDULE.—A schedule of 
contribution rates provided by the plan spon-
sor and relied upon by bargaining parties in 
negotiating a collective bargaining agree-
ment shall remain in effect for the duration 
of that collective bargaining agreement. 

‘‘(7) IMPOSITION OF DEFAULT SCHEDULE 
WHERE FAILURE TO ADOPT FUNDING IMPROVE-
MENT PLAN.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If— 
‘‘(i) a collective bargaining agreement pro-

viding for contributions under a multiem-
ployer plan that was in effect at the time the 
plan entered endangered status expires, and 

‘‘(ii) after receiving one or more schedules 
from the plan sponsor under paragraph 
(1)(B), the bargaining parties with respect to 
such agreement fail to agree on changes to 
contribution or benefit schedules necessary 
to meet the applicable benchmarks in ac-
cordance with the funding improvement 
plan, 
the plan sponsor shall implement the sched-
ule described in paragraph (1)(B)(i)(I) begin-
ning on the date specified in subparagraph 
(B). 

‘‘(B) DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION.—The date 
specified in this subparagraph is the earlier 
of the date— 

‘‘(i) on which the Secretary of Labor cer-
tifies that the parties are at an impasse, or 

‘‘(ii) which is 180 days after the date on 
which the collective bargaining agreement 
described in subparagraph (A) expires. 

‘‘(8) FUNDING PLAN ADOPTION PERIOD.—For 
purposes of this section, the term ‘funding 
plan adoption period’ means the period be-
ginning on the date of the certification 
under subsection (b)(3)(A) for the initial de-
termination year and ending on the day be-
fore the first day of the funding improve-
ment period. 

‘‘(d) RULES FOR OPERATION OF PLAN DURING 
ADOPTION AND IMPROVEMENT PERIODS.— 

‘‘(1) SPECIAL RULES FOR PLAN ADOPTION PE-
RIOD.—During the funding plan adoption pe-
riod— 

‘‘(A) the plan sponsor may not accept a 
collective bargaining agreement or partici-
pation agreement with respect to the multi-
employer plan that provides for— 

‘‘(i) a reduction in the level of contribu-
tions for any participants, 

‘‘(ii) a suspension of contributions with re-
spect to any period of service, or 

‘‘(iii) any new direct or indirect exclusion 
of younger or newly hired employees from 
plan participation, 

‘‘(B) no amendment of the plan which in-
creases the liabilities of the plan by reason 
of any increase in benefits, any change in the 
accrual of benefits, or any change in the rate 
at which benefits become nonforfeitable 
under the plan may be adopted unless the 
amendment is required as a condition of 
qualification under part I of subchapter D of 
chapter 1 or to comply with other applicable 
law, and 

‘‘(C) in the case of a plan in seriously en-
dangered status, the plan sponsor shall take 
all reasonable actions which are consistent 
with the terms of the plan and applicable law 
and which are expected, based on reasonable 
assumptions, to achieve— 

‘‘(i) an increase in the plan’s funded per-
centage, and 

‘‘(ii) postponement of an accumulated 
funding deficiency for at least 1 additional 
plan year. 
Actions under subparagraph (C) include ap-
plications for extensions of amortization pe-
riods under section 431(d), use of the short-
fall funding method in making funding 
standard account computations, amend-
ments to the plan’s benefit structure, reduc-
tions in future benefit accruals, and other 
reasonable actions consistent with the terms 
of the plan and applicable law. 

‘‘(2) COMPLIANCE WITH FUNDING IMPROVE-
MENT PLAN.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A plan may not be 
amended after the date of the adoption of a 
funding improvement plan so as to be incon-
sistent with the funding improvement plan. 

‘‘(B) NO REDUCTION IN CONTRIBUTIONS.—A 
plan sponsor may not during any funding im-
provement period accept a collective bar-
gaining agreement or participation agree-
ment with respect to the multiemployer plan 
that provides for— 

‘‘(i) a reduction in the level of contribu-
tions for any participants, 

‘‘(ii) a suspension of contributions with re-
spect to any period of service, or 

‘‘(iii) any new direct or indirect exclusion 
of younger or newly hired employees from 
plan participation. 

‘‘(C) SPECIAL RULES FOR BENEFIT IN-
CREASES.—A plan may not be amended after 
the date of the adoption of a funding im-
provement plan so as to increase benefits, in-
cluding future benefit accruals, unless the 
plan actuary certifies that the benefit in-
crease is consistent with the funding im-
provement plan and is paid for out of con-
tributions not required by the funding im-
provement plan to meet the applicable 
benchmark in accordance with the schedule 
contemplated in the funding improvement 
plan. 

‘‘(e) REHABILITATION PLAN MUST BE ADOPT-
ED FOR MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS IN CRITICAL 
STATUS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which a 
multiemployer plan is in critical status for a 
plan year, the plan sponsor, in accordance 
with this subsection— 

‘‘(A) shall adopt a rehabilitation plan not 
later than 240 days following the required 
date for the actuarial certification of critical 
status under subsection (b)(3)(A), and 

‘‘(B) within 30 days after the adoption of 
the rehabilitation plan— 

‘‘(i) shall provide to the bargaining parties 
1 or more schedules showing revised benefit 
structures, revised contribution structures, 
or both, which, if adopted, may reasonably 
be expected to enable the multiemployer 
plan to emerge from critical status in ac-
cordance with the rehabilitation plan, and 

‘‘(ii) may, if the plan sponsor deems appro-
priate, prepare and provide the bargaining 
parties with additional information relating 
to contribution rates or benefit reductions, 
alternative schedules, or other information 
relevant to emerging from critical status in 
accordance with the rehabilitation plan. 
The schedule or schedules described in sub-
paragraph (B)(i) shall reflect reductions in 
future benefit accruals and adjustable bene-
fits, and increases in contributions, that the 
plan sponsor determines are reasonably nec-
essary to emerge from critical status. One 
schedule shall be designated as the default 
schedule and such schedule shall assume 
that there are no increases in contributions 

under the plan other than the increases nec-
essary to emerge from critical status after 
future benefit accruals and other benefits 
(other than benefits the reduction or elimi-
nation of which are not permitted under sec-
tion 411(d)(6)) have been reduced to the max-
imum extent permitted by law. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION FOR YEARS AFTER PROCESS 
BEGINS.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a 
plan year if such year is in a rehabilitation 
plan adoption period or rehabilitation period 
by reason of the plan being in critical status 
for a preceding plan year. For purposes of 
this section, such preceding plan year shall 
be the initial critical year with respect to 
the rehabilitation plan to which it relates. 

‘‘(3) REHABILITATION PLAN.—For purposes of 
this section— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A rehabilitation plan is 
a plan which consists of— 

‘‘(i) actions, including options or a range of 
options to be proposed to the bargaining par-
ties, formulated, based on reasonably antici-
pated experience and reasonable actuarial 
assumptions, to enable the plan to cease to 
be in critical status by the end of the reha-
bilitation period and may include reductions 
in plan expenditures (including plan mergers 
and consolidations), reductions in future 
benefit accruals or increases in contribu-
tions, if agreed to by the bargaining parties, 
or any combination of such actions, or 

‘‘(ii) if the plan sponsor determines that, 
based on reasonable actuarial assumptions 
and upon exhaustion of all reasonable meas-
ures, the plan can not reasonably be ex-
pected to emerge from critical status by the 
end of the rehabilitation period, reasonable 
measures to emerge from critical status at a 
later time or to forestall possible insolvency 
(within the meaning of section 4245 of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974). 
A rehabilitation plan must provide annual 
standards for meeting the requirements of 
such rehabilitation plan. Such plan shall 
also include the schedules required to be pro-
vided under paragraph (1)(B)(i) and if clause 
(ii) applies, shall set forth the alternatives 
considered, explain why the plan is not rea-
sonably expected to emerge from critical 
status by the end of the rehabilitation pe-
riod, and specify when, if ever, the plan is ex-
pected to emerge from critical status in ac-
cordance with the rehabilitation plan. 

‘‘(B) UPDATES TO REHABILITATION PLAN AND 
SCHEDULES.— 

‘‘(i) REHABILITATION PLAN.—The plan spon-
sor shall annually update the rehabilitation 
plan and shall file the update with the plan’s 
annual report under section 104 of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974. 

‘‘(ii) SCHEDULES.—The plan sponsor shall 
annually update any schedule of contribu-
tion rates provided under this subsection to 
reflect the experience of the plan. 

‘‘(iii) DURATION OF SCHEDULE.—A schedule 
of contribution rates provided by the plan 
sponsor and relied upon by bargaining par-
ties in negotiating a collective bargaining 
agreement shall remain in effect for the du-
ration of that collective bargaining agree-
ment. 

‘‘(C) IMPOSITION OF DEFAULT SCHEDULE 
WHERE FAILURE TO ADOPT REHABILITATION 
PLAN.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If— 
‘‘(I) a collective bargaining agreement pro-

viding for contributions under a multiem-
ployer plan that was in effect at the time the 
plan entered critical status expires, and 

‘‘(II) after receiving one or more schedules 
from the plan sponsor under paragraph 
(1)(B), the bargaining parties with respect to 
such agreement fail to adopt a contribution 
or benefit schedules with terms consistent 
with the rehabilitation plan and the schedule 
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from the plan sponsor under paragraph 
(1)(B)(i), 

the plan sponsor shall implement the default 
schedule described in the last sentence of 
paragraph (1) beginning on the date specified 
in clause (ii). 

‘‘(ii) DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION.—The date 
specified in this clause is the earlier of the 
date— 

‘‘(I) on which the Secretary of Labor cer-
tifies that the parties are at an impasse, or 

‘‘(II) which is 180 days after the date on 
which the collective bargaining agreement 
described in clause (i) expires. 

‘‘(4) REHABILITATION PERIOD.—For purposes 
of this section— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The rehabilitation pe-
riod for a plan in critical status is the 10- 
year period beginning on the first day of the 
first plan year of the multiemployer plan fol-
lowing the earlier of— 

‘‘(i) the second anniversary of the date of 
the adoption of the rehabilitation plan, or 

‘‘(ii) the expiration of the collective bar-
gaining agreements in effect on the date of 
the due date for the actuarial certification of 
critical status for the initial critical year 
under subsection (a)(1) and covering, as of 
such date at least 75 percent of the active 
participants in such multiemployer plan. 

If a plan emerges from critical status as pro-
vided under subparagraph (B) before the end 
of such 10-year period, the rehabilitation pe-
riod shall end with the plan year preceding 
the plan year for which the determination 
under subparagraph (B) is made. 

‘‘(B) EMERGENCE.—A plan in critical status 
shall remain in such status until a plan year 
for which the plan actuary certifies, in ac-
cordance with subsection (b)(3)(A), that the 
plan is not projected to have an accumulated 
funding deficiency for the plan year or any of 
the 9 succeeding plan years, without regard 
to the use of the shortfall method and taking 
into account any extension of amortization 
periods under section 431(d). 

‘‘(5) REHABILITATION PLAN ADOPTION PE-
RIOD.—For purposes of this section, the term 
‘rehabilitation plan adoption period’ means 
the period beginning on the date of the cer-
tification under subsection (b)(3)(A) for the 
initial critical year and ending on the day 
before the first day of the rehabilitation pe-
riod. 

‘‘(6) LIMITATION ON REDUCTION IN RATES OF 
FUTURE ACCRUALS.—Any reduction in the 
rate of future accruals under the default 
schedule described in paragraph (1)(B)(i) 
shall not reduce the rate of future accruals 
below— 

‘‘(A) a monthly benefit (payable as a single 
life annuity commencing at the participant’s 
normal retirement age) equal to 1 percent of 
the contributions required to be made with 
respect to a participant, or the equivalent 
standard accrual rate for a participant or 
group of participants under the collective 
bargaining agreements in effect as of the 
first day of the initial critical year, or 

‘‘(B) if lower, the accrual rate under the 
plan on such first day. 

The equivalent standard accrual rate shall 
be determined by the plan sponsor based on 
the standard or average contribution base 
units which the plan sponsor determines to 
be representative for active participants and 
such other factors as the plan sponsor deter-
mines to be relevant. Nothing in this para-
graph shall be construed as limiting the abil-
ity of the plan sponsor to prepare and pro-
vide the bargaining parties with alternative 
schedules to the default schedule that estab-
lished lower or higher accrual and contribu-
tion rates than the rates otherwise described 
in this paragraph. 

‘‘(7) AUTOMATIC EMPLOYER SURCHARGE.— 

‘‘(A) IMPOSITION OF SURCHARGE.—Each em-
ployer otherwise obligated to make a con-
tribution for the initial critical year shall be 
obligated to pay to the plan for such year a 
surcharge equal to 5 percent of the contribu-
tion otherwise required under the applicable 
collective bargaining agreement (or other 
agreement pursuant to which the employer 
contributes). For each succeeding plan year 
in which the plan is in critical status for a 
consecutive period of years beginning with 
the initial critical year, the surcharge shall 
be 10 percent of the contribution otherwise 
so required. 

‘‘(B) ENFORCEMENT OF SURCHARGE.—The 
surcharges under subparagraph (A) shall be 
due and payable on the same schedule as the 
contributions on which the surcharges are 
based. Any failure to make a surcharge pay-
ment shall be treated as a delinquent con-
tribution under section 515 of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 and 
shall be enforceable as such. 

‘‘(C) SURCHARGE TO TERMINATE UPON COL-
LECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT RENEGOTI-
ATION.—The surcharge under this paragraph 
shall cease to be effective with respect to 
employees covered by a collective bargaining 
agreement (or other agreement pursuant to 
which the employer contributes), beginning 
on the effective date of a collective bar-
gaining agreement (or other such agreement) 
that includes terms consistent with a sched-
ule presented by the plan sponsor under 
paragraph (1)(B)(i), as modified under sub-
paragraph (B) of paragraph (3). 

‘‘(D) SURCHARGE NOT TO APPLY UNTIL EM-
PLOYER RECEIVES NOTICE.—The surcharge 
under this paragraph shall not apply to an 
employer until 30 days after the employer 
has been notified by the plan sponsor that 
the plan is in critical status and that the 
surcharge is in effect. 

‘‘(E) SURCHARGE NOT TO GENERATE IN-
CREASED BENEFIT ACCRUALS.—Notwith-
standing any provision of a plan to the con-
trary, the amount of any surcharge under 
this paragraph shall not be the basis for any 
benefit accrual under the plan. 

‘‘(8) BENEFIT ADJUSTMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) ADJUSTABLE BENEFITS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 

204(g), the plan sponsor shall, subject to the 
notice requirement under subparagraph (C), 
make any reductions to adjustable benefits 
which the plan sponsor deems appropriate, 
based upon the outcome of collective bar-
gaining over the schedule or schedules pro-
vided under paragraph (1)(B)(i). 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION FOR RETIREES.—Except in 
the case of adjustable benefits described in 
clause (iv)(III), the plan sponsor of a plan in 
critical status shall not reduce adjustable 
benefits of any participant or beneficiary 
whose benefit commencement date is before 
the date on which the plan provides notice to 
the participant or beneficiary under sub-
section (b)(3)(D) for the initial critical year . 

‘‘(iii) PLAN SPONSOR FLEXIBILITY.—The plan 
sponsor shall include in the schedules pro-
vided to the bargaining parties an allowance 
for funding the benefits of participants with 
respect to whom contributions are not cur-
rently required to be made, and shall reduce 
their benefits to the extent permitted under 
this title and considered appropriate by the 
plan sponsor based on the plan’s then current 
overall funding status. 

‘‘(iv) ADJUSTABLE BENEFIT DEFINED.—For 
purposes of this paragraph, the term ‘adjust-
able benefit’ means— 

‘‘(I) benefits, rights, and features under the 
plan, including post-retirement death bene-
fits, 60-month guarantees, disability benefits 
not yet in pay status, and similar benefits, 

‘‘(II) any early retirement benefit or re-
tirement-type subsidy (within the meaning 
of section 411(d)(6)(B)(i)) and any benefit pay-

ment option (other than the qualified joint- 
and survivor annuity), and 

‘‘(III) benefit increases that would not be 
eligible for a guarantee under section 4022A 
of the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974 on the first day of initial 
critical year because the increases were 
adopted (or, if later, took effect) less than 60 
months before such first day. 

‘‘(B) NORMAL RETIREMENT BENEFITS PRO-
TECTED.—Except as provided in subparagraph 
(A)(iv)(III), nothing in this paragraph shall 
be construed to permit a plan to reduce the 
level of a participant’s accrued benefit pay-
able at normal retirement age. 

‘‘(C) NOTICE REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—No reduction may be 

made to adjustable benefits under subpara-
graph (A) unless notice of such reduction has 
been given at least 30 days before the general 
effective date of such reduction for all par-
ticipants and beneficiaries to— 

‘‘(I) plan participants and beneficiaries, 
‘‘(II) each employer who has an obligation 

to contribute (within the meaning of section 
4212(a)) under the plan, and 

‘‘(III) each employee organization which, 
for purposes of collective bargaining, rep-
resents plan participants employed by such 
an employer. 

‘‘(ii) CONTENT OF NOTICE.—The notice under 
clause (i) shall contain— 

‘‘(I) sufficient information to enable par-
ticipants and beneficiaries to understand the 
effect of any reduction on their benefits, in-
cluding an estimate (on an annual or month-
ly basis) of any affected adjustable benefit 
that a participant or beneficiary would oth-
erwise have been eligible for as of the gen-
eral effective date described in clause (i), and 

‘‘(II) information as to the rights and rem-
edies of plan participants and beneficiaries 
as well as how to contact the Department of 
Labor for further information and assistance 
where appropriate. 

‘‘(iii) FORM AND MANNER.—Any notice 
under clause (i)— 

‘‘(I) shall be provided in a form and manner 
prescribed in regulations of the Secretary of 
Labor, 

‘‘(II) shall be written in a manner so as to 
be understood by the average plan partici-
pant, and 

‘‘(III) may be provided in written, elec-
tronic, or other appropriate form to the ex-
tent such form is reasonably accessible to 
persons to whom the notice is required to be 
provided. 
The Secretary of Labor shall in the regula-
tions prescribed under subclause (I) establish 
a model notice that a plan sponsor may use 
to meet the requirements of this subpara-
graph. 

‘‘(9) ADJUSTMENTS DISREGARDED IN WITH-
DRAWAL LIABILITY DETERMINATION.— 

‘‘(A) BENEFIT REDUCTIONS.—Any benefit re-
ductions under this subsection shall be dis-
regarded in determining a plan’s unfunded 
vested benefits for purposes of determining 
an employer’s withdrawal liability under 
section 4201 of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974. 

‘‘(B) SURCHARGES.—Any surcharges under 
paragraph (7) shall be disregarded in deter-
mining an employer’s withdrawal liability 
under section 4211 of such Act, except for 
purposes of determining the unfunded vested 
benefits attributable to an employer under 
section 4211(c)(4) of such Act or a comparable 
method approved under section 4211(c)(5) of 
such Act. 

‘‘(C) SIMPLIFIED CALCULATIONS.—The Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation shall pre-
scribe simplified methods for the application 
of this paragraph in determining withdrawal 
liability. 

‘‘(f) RULES FOR OPERATION OF PLAN DURING 
ADOPTION AND REHABILITATION PERIOD.— 
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‘‘(1) COMPLIANCE WITH REHABILITATION 

PLAN.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A plan may not be 

amended after the date of the adoption of a 
rehabilitation plan under subsection (e) so as 
to be inconsistent with the rehabilitation 
plan. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULES FOR BENEFIT IN-
CREASES.—A plan may not be amended after 
the date of the adoption of a rehabilitation 
plan under subsection (e) so as to increase 
benefits, including future benefit accruals, 
unless the plan actuary certifies that such 
increase is paid for out of additional con-
tributions not contemplated by the rehabili-
tation plan, and, after taking into account 
the benefit increase, the multiemployer plan 
still is reasonably expected to emerge from 
critical status by the end of the rehabilita-
tion period on the schedule contemplated in 
the rehabilitation plan. 

‘‘(2) RESTRICTION ON LUMP SUMS AND SIMI-
LAR BENEFITS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Effective on the date 
the notice of certification of the plan’s crit-
ical status for the initial critical year under 
subsection (b)(3)(D) is sent, and notwith-
standing section 411(d)(6), the plan shall not 
pay— 

‘‘(i) any payment, in excess of the monthly 
amount paid under a single life annuity (plus 
any social security supplements described in 
the last sentence of section 411(b)(1)(A)), 

‘‘(ii) any payment for the purchase of an ir-
revocable commitment from an insurer to 
pay benefits, and 

‘‘(iii) any other payment specified by the 
Secretary by regulations. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
not apply to a benefit which under section 
411(a)(11) may be immediately distributed 
without the consent of the participant or to 
any makeup payment in the case of a retro-
active annuity starting date or any similar 
payment of benefits owed with respect to a 
prior period. 

‘‘(3) ADJUSTMENTS DISREGARDED IN WITH-
DRAWAL LIABILITY DETERMINATION.—Any ben-
efit reductions under this subsection shall be 
disregarded in determining a plan’s unfunded 
vested benefits for purposes of determining 
an employer’s withdrawal liability under 
section 4201 of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974. 

‘‘(4) SPECIAL RULES FOR PLAN ADOPTION PE-
RIOD.—During the rehabilitation plan adop-
tion period— 

‘‘(A) the plan sponsor may not accept a 
collective bargaining agreement or partici-
pation agreement with respect to the multi-
employer plan that provides for— 

‘‘(i) a reduction in the level of contribu-
tions for any participants, 

‘‘(ii) a suspension of contributions with re-
spect to any period of service, or 

‘‘(iii) any new direct or indirect exclusion 
of younger or newly hired employees from 
plan participation, and 

‘‘(B) no amendment of the plan which in-
creases the liabilities of the plan by reason 
of any increase in benefits, any change in the 
accrual of benefits, or any change in the rate 
at which benefits become nonforfeitable 
under the plan may be adopted unless the 
amendment is required as a condition of 
qualification under part I of subchapter D of 
chapter 1 or to comply with other applicable 
law. 

‘‘(g) EXPEDITED RESOLUTION OF PLAN SPON-
SOR DECISIONS.—If, within 60 days of the due 
date for adoption of a funding improvement 
plan or a rehabilitation plan under sub-
section (e), the plan sponsor of a plan in en-
dangered status or a plan in critical status 
has not agreed on a funding improvement 
plan or rehabilitation plan, then any mem-
ber of the board or group that constitutes 
the plan sponsor may require that the plan 

sponsor enter into an expedited dispute reso-
lution procedure for the development and 
adoption of a funding improvement plan or 
rehabilitation plan. 

‘‘(h) NONBARGAINED PARTICIPATION.— 
‘‘(1) BOTH BARGAINED AND NONBARGAINED 

EMPLOYEE-PARTICIPANTS.—In the case of an 
employer that contributes to a multiem-
ployer plan with respect to both employees 
who are covered by one or more collective 
bargaining agreements and employees who 
are not so covered, if the plan is in endan-
gered status or in critical status, benefits of 
and contributions for the nonbargained em-
ployees, including surcharges on those con-
tributions, shall be determined as if those 
nonbargained employees were covered under 
the first to expire of the employer’s collec-
tive bargaining agreements in effect when 
the plan entered endangered or critical sta-
tus. 

‘‘(2) NONBARGAINED EMPLOYEES ONLY.—In 
the case of an employer that contributes to 
a multiemployer plan only with respect to 
employees who are not covered by a collec-
tive bargaining agreement, this section shall 
be applied as if the employer were the bar-
gaining party, and its participation agree-
ment with the plan were a collective bar-
gaining agreement with a term ending on the 
first day of the plan year beginning after the 
employer is provided the schedule or sched-
ules described in subsections (c) and (e). 

‘‘(i) DEFINITIONS; ACTUARIAL METHOD.—For 
purposes of this section— 

‘‘(1) BARGAINING PARTY.—The term ‘bar-
gaining party’ means— 

‘‘(A)(i) except as provided in clause (ii), an 
employer who has an obligation to con-
tribute under the plan; or 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a plan described under 
section 404(c), or a continuation of such a 
plan, the association of employers that is the 
employer settlor of the plan; and 

‘‘(B) an employee organization which, for 
purposes of collective bargaining, represents 
plan participants employed by an employer 
who has an obligation to contribute under 
the plan. 

‘‘(2) FUNDED PERCENTAGE.—The term ‘fund-
ed percentage’ means the percentage equal 
to a fraction— 

‘‘(A) the numerator of which is the value of 
the plan’s assets, as determined under sec-
tion 431(c)(2), and 

‘‘(B) the denominator of which is the ac-
crued liability of the plan, determined using 
actuarial assumptions described in section 
431(c)(3). 

‘‘(3) ACCUMULATED FUNDING DEFICIENCY.— 
The term ‘accumulated funding deficiency’ 
has the meaning given such term in section 
412(a). 

‘‘(4) ACTIVE PARTICIPANT.—The term ‘active 
participant’ means, in connection with a 
multiemployer plan, a participant who is in 
covered service under the plan. 

‘‘(5) INACTIVE PARTICIPANT.—The term ‘in-
active participant’ means, in connection 
with a multiemployer plan, a participant, or 
the beneficiary or alternate payee of a par-
ticipant, who— 

‘‘(A) is not in covered service under the 
plan, and 

‘‘(B) is in pay status under the plan or has 
a nonforfeitable right to benefits under the 
plan. 

‘‘(6) PAY STATUS.—A person is in pay status 
under a multiemployer plan if— 

‘‘(A) at any time during the current plan 
year, such person is a participant or bene-
ficiary under the plan and is paid an early, 
late, normal, or disability retirement benefit 
under the plan (or a death benefit under the 
plan related to a retirement benefit), or 

‘‘(B) to the extent provided in regulations 
of the Secretary, such person is entitled to 
such a benefit under the plan. 

‘‘(7) OBLIGATION TO CONTRIBUTE.—The term 
‘obligation to contribute’ has the meaning 
given such term under section 4212(a) of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974. 

‘‘(8) ACTUARIAL METHOD.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of this section, the actu-
ary’s determinations with respect to a plan’s 
normal cost, actuarial accrued liability, and 
improvements in a plan’s funded percentage 
under this section shall be based upon the 
unit credit funding method (whether or not 
that method is used for the plan’s actuarial 
valuation). 

‘‘(9) PLAN SPONSOR.—In the case of a plan 
described under section 404(c), or a continu-
ation of such a plan, the term ‘plan sponsor’ 
means the bargaining parties described 
under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(10) BENEFIT COMMENCEMENT DATE.—The 
term ‘benefit commencement date’ means 
the annuity starting date (or in the case of a 
retroactive annuity starting date, the date 
on which benefit payments begin).’’ 

(b) EXCISE TAXES ON FAILURES RELATING TO 
MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS IN ENDANGERED OR 
CRITICAL STATUS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4971 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by re-
designating subsection (g) as subsection (h) 
and by inserting after subsection (f) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(g) MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS IN ENDANGERED 
OR CRITICAL STATUS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
this subsection— 

‘‘(A) no tax shall be imposed under this 
section for a taxable year with respect to a 
multiemployer plan if, for the plan years 
ending with or within the taxable year, the 
plan is in critical status pursuant to section 
432, and 

‘‘(B) any tax imposed under this subsection 
for a taxable year with respect to a multiem-
ployer plan if, for the plan years ending with 
or within the taxable year, the plan is in en-
dangered status pursuant to section 432 shall 
be in addition to any other tax imposed by 
this section. 

‘‘(2) FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH FUNDING IM-
PROVEMENT OR REHABILITATION PLAN.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If any funding improve-
ment plan or rehabilitation plan in effect 
under section 432 with respect to a multiem-
ployer plan requires an employer to make a 
contribution to the plan, there is hereby im-
posed a tax on each failure of the employer 
to make the required contribution within 
the time required under such plan. 

‘‘(B) AMOUNT OF TAX.—The amount of the 
tax imposed by subparagraph (A) shall be 
equal to the amount of the required con-
tribution the employer failed to make in a 
timely manner. 

‘‘(C) LIABILITY FOR TAX.—The tax imposed 
by subparagraph (A) shall be paid by the em-
ployer responsible for contributing to or 
under the rehabilitation plan which fails to 
make the contribution. 

‘‘(3) FAILURE TO MEET REQUIREMENTS FOR 
PLANS IN ENDANGERED OR CRITICAL STATUS.— 
If— 

‘‘(A) a plan which is in seriously endan-
gered status fails to meet the applicable 
benchmarks by the end of the funding im-
provement period, or 

‘‘(B) a plan which is in critical status ei-
ther— 

‘‘(i) fails to meet the requirements of sec-
tion 432(e) by the end of the rehabilitation 
period, or 

‘‘(ii) has received a certification under sec-
tion 432(b)(3)(A)(ii) for 3 consecutive plan 
years that the plan is not making the sched-
uled progress in meeting its requirements 
under the rehabilitation plan, 

the plan shall be treated as having an accu-
mulated funding deficiency for purposes of 
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this section for the last plan year in such 
funding improvement, rehabilitation, or 3- 
consecutive year period (and each succeeding 
plan year until such benchmarks or require-
ments are met) in an amount equal to the 
greater of the amount of the contributions 
necessary to meet such benchmarks or re-
quirements or the amount of such accumu-
lated funding deficiency without regard to 
this paragraph. 

‘‘(4) FAILURE TO ADOPT REHABILITATION 
PLAN.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a multi-
employer plan which is in critical status, 
there is hereby imposed a tax on the failure 
of such plan to adopt a rehabilitation plan 
within the time prescribed under section 432. 

‘‘(B) AMOUNT OF TAX.—The amount of the 
tax imposed under subparagraph (A) with re-
spect to any plan sponsor for any taxable 
year shall be the greater of— 

‘‘(i) the amount of tax imposed under sub-
section (a) for the taxable year (determined 
without regard to this subsection), or 

‘‘(ii) the amount equal to $1,100 multiplied 
by the number of days during the taxable 
year which are included in the period begin-
ning on the first day of the 240-day period de-
scribed in section 432(e)(1)(A) and ending on 
the day on which the rehabilitation plan is 
adopted. 

‘‘(C) LIABILITY FOR TAX.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The tax imposed by sub-

paragraph (A) shall be paid by each plan 
sponsor. 

‘‘(ii) PLAN SPONSOR.—For purposes of 
clause (i), the term ‘plan sponsor’ in the case 
of a multiemployer plan means the associa-
tion, committee, joint board of trustees, or 
other similar group of representatives of the 
parties who establish or maintain the plan. 

‘‘(5) WAIVER.—In the case of a failure de-
scribed in paragraph (2) or (3) which is due to 
reasonable cause and not to willful neglect, 
the Secretary may waive part or all of the 
tax imposed by this subsection. For purposes 
of this paragraph, reasonable cause includes 
unanticipated and material market fluctua-
tions, the loss of a significant contributing 
employer, or other factors to the extent that 
the payment of tax under this subsection 
with respect to the failure would be exces-
sive or otherwise inequitable relative to the 
failure involved. 

‘‘(6) TERMS USED IN SECTION 432.—For pur-
poses of this subsection, any term used in 
this subsection which is also used in section 
432 shall have the meaning given such term 
by section 432.’’. 

(2) CONTROLLED GROUPS.—Section 4971(c)(2) 
of such Code is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘In the case of a plan other 
than a multiemployer plan, if the’’ and in-
serting ‘‘If an’’, and 

(B) by striking ‘‘or (f)’’ and inserting ‘‘(f), 
or (g)’’. 

(c) NO ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION RE-
QUIRED.—Section 412(b) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986, as amended by this Act, is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS IN CRITICAL 
STATUS.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply in the 
case of a multiemployer plan for any plan 
year in which the plan is in critical status 
pursuant to section 432. This paragraph shall 
only apply if the plan adopts a rehabilitation 
plan in accordance with section 432(e) and 
complies with such rehabilitation plan (and 
any modifications of the plan).’’. 

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for subpart A of part III of sub-
chapter D of chapter 1 of such Code is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new item: 
‘‘Sec. 432. Additional funding rules for mul-

tiemployer plans in endangered 
status or critical status.’’. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply with respect to plan 
years beginning after 2007. 

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN NOTICES.—In 
any case in which a plan’s actuary certifies 
that it is reasonably expected that a multi-
employer plan will be in critical status under 
section 305(b)(3) of the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974, as added by this 
section, with respect to the first plan year 
beginning after 2007, the notice required 
under subparagraph (D) of such section may 
be provided at any time after the date of en-
actment, so long as it is provided on or be-
fore the last date for providing the notice 
under such subparagraph. 

(3) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN RESTORED 
BENEFITS.—In the case of a multiemployer 
plan— 

(A) with respect to which benefits were re-
duced pursuant to a plan amendment adopt-
ed on or after January 1, 2002, and before 
June 30, 2005, and 

(B) which, pursuant to the plan document, 
the trust agreement, or a formal written 
communication from the plan sponsor to 
participants provided before June 30, 2005, 
provided for the restoration of such benefits, 

the amendments made by this section shall 
not apply to such benefit restorations to the 
extent that any restriction on the providing 
or accrual of such benefits would otherwise 
apply by reason of such amendments. 
SEC. 213. MEASURES TO FORESTALL INSOLVENCY 

OF MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS. 
(a) ADVANCE DETERMINATION OF IMPENDING 

INSOLVENCY OVER 5 YEARS.—Section 
418E(d)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘3 plan years’’ the second 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘5 plan years’’; 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
sentence: ‘‘If the plan sponsor makes such a 
determination that the plan will be insolvent 
in any of the next 5 plan years, the plan 
sponsor shall make the comparison under 
this paragraph at least annually until the 
plan sponsor makes a determination that the 
plan will not be insolvent in any of the next 
5 plan years.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply with respect 
to the determinations made in plan years be-
ginning after 2007. 
SEC. 214. EXEMPTION FROM EXCISE TAXES FOR 

CERTAIN MULTIEMPLOYER PENSION 
PLANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, no tax shall be im-
posed under subsection (a) or (b) of section 
4971 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
with respect to any accumulated funding de-
ficiency of a plan described in subsection (b) 
of this section for any taxable year begin-
ning before the earlier of— 

(1) the taxable year in which the plan spon-
sor adopts a rehabilitation plan under sec-
tion 305(e) of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974 and section 432(e) 
of such Code (as added by this Act); or 

(2) the taxable year that contains January 
1, 2009. 

(b) PLAN DESCRIBED.—A plan described 
under this subsection is a multiemployer 
pension plan— 

(1) with less than 100 participants; 
(2) with respect to which the contributing 

employers participated in a Federal fishery 
capacity reduction program; 

(3) with respect to which employers under 
the plan participated in the Northeast Fish-
eries Assistance Program; and 

(4) with respect to which the annual nor-
mal cost is less than $100,000 and the plan is 
experiencing a funding deficiency on the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

Subtitle C—Sunset of Additional Funding 
Rules 

SEC. 221. SUNSET OF ADDITIONAL FUNDING 
RULES. 

(a) REPORT.—Not later than December 31, 
2011, the Secretary of Labor, the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and the Executive Director of 
the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation 
shall conduct a study of the effect of the 
amendments made by this subtitle on the op-
eration and funding status of multiemployer 
plans and shall report the results of such 
study, including any recommendations for 
legislation, to the Congress. 

(b) MATTERS INCLUDED IN STUDY.—The 
study required under subsection (a) shall in-
clude— 

(1) the effect of funding difficulties, fund-
ing rules in effect before the date of the en-
actment of this Act, and the amendments 
made by this subtitle on small businesses 
participating in multiemployer plans, 

(2) the effect on the financial status of 
small employers of— 

(A) funding targets set in funding improve-
ment and rehabilitation plans and associated 
contribution increases, 

(B) funding deficiencies, 
(C) excise taxes, 
(D) withdrawal liability, 
(E) the possibility of alternatives sched-

ules and procedures for financially-troubled 
employers, and 

(F) other aspects of the multiemployer sys-
tem, and 

(3) the role of the multiemployer pension 
plan system in helping small employers to 
offer pension benefits. 

(c) SUNSET.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in this 

subsection, notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, the provisions of, and the 
amendments made by, sections 201(b), 202, 
and 212 shall not apply to plan years begin-
ning after December 31, 2014. 

(2) FUNDING IMPROVEMENT AND REHABILITA-
TION PLANS.—If a plan is operating under a 
funding improvement or rehabilitation plan 
under section 305 of such Act or 432 of such 
Code for its last year beginning before Janu-
ary 1, 2015, such plan shall continue to oper-
ate under such funding improvement or reha-
bilitation plan during any period after De-
cember 31, 2014, such funding improvement 
or rehabilitation plan is in effect and all pro-
visions of such Act or Code relating to the 
operation of such funding improvement or 
rehabilitation plan shall continue in effect 
during such period. 
TITLE III—INTEREST RATE ASSUMPTIONS 
SEC. 301. EXTENSION OF REPLACEMENT OF 30- 

YEAR TREASURY RATES. 
(a) AMENDMENTS OF ERISA.— 
(1) DETERMINATION OF RANGE.—Subclause 

(II) of section 302(b)(5)(B)(ii) of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 is 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting ‘‘2008’’, 
and 

(B) by striking ‘‘AND 2005’’ in the heading 
and inserting ‘‘, 2005, 2006, AND 2007’’. 

(2) DETERMINATION OF CURRENT LIABILITY.— 
Subclause (IV) of section 302(d)(7)(C)(i) of 
such Act is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘or 2005’’ and inserting ‘‘, 
2005, 2006, or 2007’’, and 

(B) by striking ‘‘AND 2005’’ in the heading 
and inserting ‘‘, 2005, 2006, AND 2007’’. 

(3) PBGC PREMIUM RATE.—Subclause (V) of 
section 4006(a)(3)(E)(iii) of such Act is 
amended by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘2008’’. 

(b) AMENDMENTS OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE.— 

(1) DETERMINATION OF RANGE.—Subclause 
(II) of section 412(b)(5)(B)(ii) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 is amended— 
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(A) by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting ‘‘2008’’, 

and 
(B) by striking ‘‘AND 2005’’ in the heading 

and inserting ‘‘, 2005, 2006, AND 2007’’. 
(2) DETERMINATION OF CURRENT LIABILITY.— 

Subclause (IV) of section 412(l)(7)(C)(i) of 
such Code is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘or 2005’’ and inserting ‘‘, 
2005, 2006, or 2007’’, and 

(B) by striking ‘‘AND 2005’’ in the heading 
and inserting ‘‘, 2005, 2006, AND 2007’’. 

(c) PLAN AMENDMENTS.—Clause (ii) of sec-
tion 101(c)(2)(A) of the Pension Funding Eq-
uity Act of 2004 is amended by striking 
‘‘2006’’ and inserting ‘‘2008’’. 
SEC. 302. INTEREST RATE ASSUMPTION FOR DE-

TERMINATION OF LUMP SUM DIS-
TRIBUTIONS. 

(a) AMENDMENT TO EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT 
INCOME SECURITY ACT OF 1974.—Paragraph (3) 
of section 205(g) of the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 
1055(g)(3)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(3)(A) For purposes of paragraphs (1) and 
(2), the present value shall not be less than 
the present value calculated by using the ap-
plicable mortality table and the applicable 
interest rate. 

‘‘(B) For purposes of subparagraph (A)— 
‘‘(i) The term ‘applicable mortality table’ 

means a mortality table, modified as appro-
priate by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
based on the mortality table specified for the 
plan year under subparagraph (A) of section 
303(h)(3) (without regard to subparagraph (C) 
or (D) of such section). 

‘‘(ii) The term ‘applicable interest rate’ 
means the adjusted first, second, and third 
segment rates applied under rules similar to 
the rules of section 303(h)(2)(C) for the month 
before the date of the distribution or such 
other time as the Secretary of the Treasury 
may by regulations prescribe. 

‘‘(iii) For purposes of clause (ii), the ad-
justed first, second, and third segment rates 
are the first, second, and third segment rates 
which would be determined under section 
303(h)(2)(C) if— 

‘‘(I) section 303(h)(2)(D) were applied by 
substituting the average yields for the 
month described in clause (ii) for the average 
yields for the 24-month period described in 
such section, 

‘‘(II) section 303(h)(2)(G)(i)(II) were applied 
by substituting ‘section 205(g)(3)(B)(iii)(II)’ 
for ‘section 302(b)(5)(B)(ii)(II)’, and 

‘‘(III) the applicable percentage under sec-
tion 303(h)(2)(G) were determined in accord-
ance with the following table: 
In the case of plan 

years beginning in: 
The applicable 
percentage is: 

2008 ................................. 20 percent 
2009 ................................. 40 percent 
2010 ................................. 60 percent 
2011 ................................. 80 percent.’’. 
(b) AMENDMENT TO INTERNAL REVENUE CODE 

OF 1986.—Paragraph (3) of section 417(e) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended 
to read as follows: 

‘‘(3) DETERMINATION OF PRESENT VALUE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of para-

graphs (1) and (2), the present value shall not 
be less than the present value calculated by 
using the applicable mortality table and the 
applicable interest rate. 

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE MORTALITY TABLE.—For 
purposes of subparagraph (A), the term ‘ap-
plicable mortality table’ means a mortality 
table, modified as appropriate by the Sec-
retary, based on the mortality table speci-
fied for the plan year under subparagraph (A) 
of section 430(h)(3) (without regard to sub-
paragraph (C) or (D) of such section). 

‘‘(C) APPLICABLE INTEREST RATE.—For pur-
poses of subparagraph (A), the term ‘applica-
ble interest rate’ means the adjusted first, 
second, and third segment rates applied 
under rules similar to the rules of section 

430(h)(2)(C) for the month before the date of 
the distribution or such other time as the 
Secretary may by regulations prescribe. 

‘‘(D) APPLICABLE SEGMENT RATES.—For pur-
poses of subparagraph (C), the adjusted first, 
second, and third segment rates are the first, 
second, and third segment rates which would 
be determined under section 430(h)(2)(C) if— 

‘‘(i) section 430(h)(2)(D) were applied by 
substituting the average yields for the 
month described in clause (ii) for the average 
yields for the 24-month period described in 
such section, 

‘‘(ii) section 430(h)(2)(G)(i)(II) were applied 
by substituting ‘section 417(e)(3)(A)(ii)(II)’ 
for ‘section 412(b)(5)(B)(ii)(II)’, and 

‘‘(iii) the applicable percentage under sec-
tion 430(h)(2)(G) were determined in accord-
ance with the following table: 

In the case of plan 
years beginning in: 

The applicable 
percentage is: 

2008 ................................. 20 percent 
2009 ................................. 40 percent 
2010 ................................. 60 percent 
2011 ................................. 80 percent.’’. 
(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by this section shall apply with respect 
to plan years beginning after December 31, 
2007. 
SEC. 303. INTEREST RATE ASSUMPTION FOR AP-

PLYING BENEFIT LIMITATIONS TO 
LUMP SUM DISTRIBUTIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Clause (ii) of section 
415(b)(2)(E) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(ii) For purposes of adjusting any benefit 
under subparagraph (B) for any form of ben-
efit subject to section 417(e)(3), the interest 
rate assumption shall not be less than the 
greatest of— 

‘‘(I) 5.5 percent, 
‘‘(II) the rate that provides a benefit of not 

more than 105 percent of the benefit that 
would be provided if the applicable interest 
rate (as defined in section 417(e)(3)) were the 
interest rate assumption, or 

‘‘(III) the rate specified under the plan.’’. 
(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 

made by subsection (a) shall apply to dis-
tributions made in years beginning after De-
cember 31, 2005. 

TITLE IV—PBGC GUARANTEE AND 
RELATED PROVISIONS 

SEC. 401. PBGC PREMIUMS. 
(a) VARIABLE-RATE PREMIUMS.— 
(1) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS RELATED TO 

FUNDING RULES FOR SINGLE-EMPLOYER 
PLANS.—Section 4006(a)(3)(E) of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income and Security Act 
of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1306(a)(3)(E)) is amended by 
striking clauses (iii) and (iv) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(iii) For purposes of clause (ii), the term 
‘unfunded vested benefits’ means, for a plan 
year, the excess (if any) of— 

‘‘(I) the funding target of the plan as deter-
mined under section 303(d) for the plan year 
by only taking into account vested benefits 
and by using the interest rate described in 
clause (iv), over 

‘‘(II) the fair market value of plan assets 
for the plan year which are held by the plan 
on the valuation date. 

‘‘(iv) The interest rate used in valuing ben-
efits for purposes of subclause (I) of clause 
(iii) shall be equal to the first, second, or 
third segment rate for the month preceding 
the month in which the plan year begins, 
which would be determined under section 
303(h)(2)(C) if section 303(h)(2)(D) were ap-
plied by using the monthly yields for the 
month preceding the month in which the 
plan year begins on investment grade cor-
porate bonds with varying maturities and in 
the top 3 quality levels rather than the aver-
age of such yields for a 24-month period.’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by paragraph (1) shall apply with re-
spect to plan years beginning after 2007. 

(b) TERMINATION PREMIUMS.— 
(1) REPEAL OF SUNSET PROVISION.—Subpara-

graph (E) of section 4006(a)(7) of such Act is 
repealed. 

(2) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 4006(a)(7)(C)(ii) of 

such Act is amended by striking ‘‘subpara-
graph (B)(i)(I)’’ and inserting ‘‘subparagraph 
(B)’’. 

(B) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this paragraph shall take effect as 
if included in the provision of the Deficit Re-
duction Act of 2005 to which it relates. 
SEC. 402. SPECIAL FUNDING RULES FOR CERTAIN 

PLANS MAINTAINED BY COMMER-
CIAL AIRLINES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The plan sponsor of an el-
igible plan may elect to either— 

(1) have the rules of subsection (b) apply, 
or 

(2) have section 303 of the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 and 
section 430 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 applied to its first taxable year begin-
ning in 2008 by amortizing the shortfall am-
ortization base for such taxable year over a 
period of 10 plan years (rather than 7 plan 
years) beginning with such plan year. 

(b) ALTERNATIVE FUNDING SCHEDULE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—If an election is made 

under subsection (a)(1) to have this sub-
section apply to an eligible plan and the re-
quirements of paragraphs (2) and (3) are met 
with respect to the plan— 

(A) in the case of any applicable plan year 
beginning before January 1, 2008, the plan 
shall not have an accumulated funding defi-
ciency for purposes of section 302 of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 and sections 412 and 4971 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 if contributions to the 
plan for the plan year are not less than the 
minimum required contribution determined 
under subsection (e) for the plan for the plan 
year, and 

(B) in the case of any applicable plan year 
beginning on or after January 1, 2008, the 
minimum required contribution determined 
under sections 303 of such Act and 430 of such 
Code shall, for purposes of sections 302 and 
303 of such Act and sections 412, 430, and 4971 
of such Code, be equal to the minimum re-
quired contribution determined under sub-
section (e) for the plan for the plan year. 

(2) ACCRUAL RESTRICTIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 

paragraph are met if, effective as of the first 
day of the first applicable plan year and at 
all times thereafter while an election under 
this section is in effect, the plan provides 
that— 

(i) the accrued benefit, any death or dis-
ability benefit, and any social security sup-
plement described in the last sentence of sec-
tion 411(a)(9) of such Code and section 
204(b)(1)(G) of such Act, of each participant 
are frozen at the amount of such benefit or 
supplement immediately before such first 
day, and 

(ii) all other benefits under the plan are 
eliminated, 

but only to the extent the freezing or elimi-
nation of such benefits would have been per-
mitted under section 411(d)(6) of such Code 
and section 204(g) of such Act if they had 
been implemented by a plan amendment 
adopted immediately before such first day. 

(B) INCREASES IN SECTION 415 LIMITS.—If a 
plan provides that an accrued benefit of a 
participant which has been subject to any 
limitation under section 415 of such Code 
will be increased if such limitation is in-
creased, the plan shall not be treated as 
meeting the requirements of this section un-
less, effective as of the first day of the first 
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applicable plan year (or, if later, the date of 
the enactment of this Act) and at all times 
thereafter while an election under this sec-
tion is in effect, the plan provides that any 
such increase shall not take effect. A plan 
shall not fail to meet the requirements of 
section 411(d)(6) of such Code and section 
204(g) of such Act solely because the plan is 
amended to meet the requirements of this 
subparagraph. 

(3) RESTRICTION ON APPLICABLE BENEFIT IN-
CREASES.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 
paragraph are met if no applicable benefit 
increase takes effect at any time during the 
period beginning on July 26, 2005, and ending 
on the day before the first day of the first 
applicable plan year. 

(B) APPLICABLE BENEFIT INCREASE.—For 
purposes of this paragraph, the term ‘‘appli-
cable benefit increase’’ means, with respect 
to any plan year, any increase in liabilities 
of the plan by plan amendment (or otherwise 
provided in regulations provided by the Sec-
retary) which, but for this paragraph, would 
occur during the plan year by reason of— 

(i) any increase in benefits, 
(ii) any change in the accrual of benefits, 

or 
(iii) any change in the rate at which bene-

fits become nonforfeitable under the plan. 
(4) EXCEPTION FOR IMPUTED DISABILITY 

SERVICE.—Paragraphs (2) and (3) shall not 
apply to any accrual or increase with respect 
to imputed service provided to a participant 
during any period of the participant’s dis-
ability occurring on or after the effective 
date of the plan amendment providing the 
restrictions under paragraph (2) (or on or 
after July 26, 2005, in the case of the restric-
tions under paragraph (3)) if the partici-
pant— 

(A) was receiving disability benefits as of 
such date, or 

(B) was receiving sick pay and subse-
quently determined to be eligible for dis-
ability benefits as of such date. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion— 

(1) ELIGIBLE PLAN.—The term ‘‘eligible 
plan’’ means a defined benefit plan (other 
than a multiemployer plan) to which sec-
tions 302 of such Act and 412 of such Code ap-
plies which is sponsored by an employer— 

(A) which is a commercial airline pas-
senger airline, or 

(B) the principal business of which is pro-
viding catering services to a commercial pas-
senger airline. 

(2) APPLICABLE PLAN YEAR.—The term ‘‘ap-
plicable plan year’’ means each plan year to 
which the election under subsection (a)(1) 
applies under subsection (d)(1)(A). 

(d) ELECTIONS AND RELATED TERMS.— 
(1) YEARS FOR WHICH ELECTION MADE.— 
(A) ALTERNATIVE FUNDING SCHEDULE.—If an 

election under subsection (a)(1) was made 
with respect to an eligible plan, the plan 
sponsor may select either a plan year begin-
ning in 2006 or a plan year beginning in 2007 
as the first plan year to which such election 
applies. The election shall apply to such plan 
year and all subsequent years. The election 
shall be made— 

(i) not later than December 31, 2006, in the 
case of an election for a plan year beginning 
in 2006, or 

(ii) not later than December 31, 2007, in the 
case of an election for a plan year beginning 
in 2007. 

(B) 10 YEAR AMORTIZATION.—An election 
under subsection (a)(2) shall be made not 
later than December 31, 2007. 

(C) ELECTION OF NEW PLAN YEAR FOR ALTER-
NATIVE FUNDING SCHEDULE.—In the case of an 
election under subsection (a)(1), the plan 
sponsor may specify a new plan year in such 
election and the plan year of the plan may be 

changed to such new plan year without the 
approval of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

(2) MANNER OF ELECTION.—A plan sponsor 
shall make any election under subsection (a) 
in such manner as the Secretary of the 
Treasury may prescribe. Such election, once 
made, may be revoked only with the consent 
of such Secretary. 

(e) MINIMUM REQUIRED CONTRIBUTION.—In 
the case of an eligible plan with respect to 
which an election is made under subsection 
(a)(1)— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any applica-
ble plan year during the amortization period, 
the minimum required contribution shall be 
the amount necessary to amortize the un-
funded liability of the plan, determined as of 
the first day of the plan year, in equal an-
nual installments (until fully amortized) 
over the remainder of the amortization pe-
riod. Such amount shall be separately deter-
mined for each applicable plan year. 

(2) YEARS AFTER AMORTIZATION PERIOD.—In 
the case of any plan year beginning after the 
end of the amortization period, section 
302(a)(2)(A) of such Act and section 
412(a)(2)(A) of such Code shall apply to such 
plan, but the prefunding balance and funding 
standard carryover balance as of the first 
day of the first of such years under section 
303(f) of such Act and section 430(f) of such 
Code shall be zero. 

(3) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion— 

(A) UNFUNDED LIABILITY.—The term ‘‘un-
funded liability’’ means the unfunded ac-
crued liability under the plan, determined 
under the unit credit funding method. 

(B) AMORTIZATION PERIOD.—The term ‘‘am-
ortization period’’ means the 17-plan year pe-
riod beginning with the first applicable plan 
year. 

(4) OTHER RULES.—In determining the min-
imum required contribution and amortiza-
tion amount under this subsection— 

(A) the provisions of section 302(c)(3) of 
such Act and section 412(c)(3) of such Code, 
as in effect before the date of enactment of 
this section, shall apply, 

(B) a rate of interest of 8.85 percent shall 
be used for all calculations requiring an in-
terest rate, and 

(C) the value of plan assets shall be equal 
to their fair market value. 

(5) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN PLAN SPIN-
OFFS.—For purposes of subsection (b), if, 
with respect to any eligible plan to which 
this subsection applies— 

(A) any applicable plan year includes the 
date of the enactment of this Act, 

(B) a plan was spun off from the eligible 
plan during the plan year but before such 
date of enactment, 

the minimum required contribution under 
paragraph (1) for the eligible plan for such 
applicable plan year shall be an aggregate 
amount determined as if the plans were a 
single plan for that plan year (based on the 
full 12-month plan year in effect prior to the 
spin-off). The employer shall designate the 
allocation of such aggregate amount between 
such plans for the applicable plan year. 

(f) SPECIAL RULES FOR CERTAIN BALANCES 
AND WAIVERS.—In the case of an eligible plan 
with respect to which an election is made 
under subsection (a)(1)— 

(1) FUNDING STANDARD ACCOUNT AND CREDIT 
BALANCES.—Any charge or credit in the fund-
ing standard account under section 302 of 
such Act or section 412 of such Code, and any 
prefunding balance or funding standard car-
ryover balance under section 303 of such Act 
or section 430 of such Code, as of the day be-
fore the first day of the first applicable plan 
year, shall be reduced to zero. 

(2) WAIVED FUNDING DEFICIENCIES.—Any 
waived funding deficiency under sections 302 

and 303 of such Act or section 412 of such 
Code, as in effect before the date of enact-
ment of this section, shall be deemed satis-
fied as of the first day of the first applicable 
plan year and the amount of such waived 
funding deficiency shall be taken into ac-
count in determining the plan’s unfunded li-
ability under subsection (e)(3)(A). In the case 
of a plan amendment adopted to satisfy the 
requirements of subsection (b)(2), the plan 
shall not be deemed to violate section 304(b) 
of such Act or section 412(f) of such Code, as 
so in effect, by reason of such amendment or 
any increase in benefits provided to such 
plan’s participants under a separate plan 
that is a defined contribution plan or a mul-
tiemployer plan. 

(g) OTHER RULES FOR PLANS MAKING ELEC-
TION UNDER THIS SECTION.— 

(1) SUCCESSOR PLANS TO CERTAIN PLANS.— 
If— 

(A) an election under paragraph (1) or (2) of 
subsection (a) is in effect with respect to any 
eligible plan, and 

(B) the eligible plan is maintained by an 
employer that establishes or maintains 1 or 
more other defined benefit plans (other than 
any multiemployer plan), and such other 
plans in combination provide benefit accru-
als to any substantial number of successor 
employees, 
the Secretary of the Treasury may, in the 
Secretary’s discretion, determine that any 
trust of which any other such plan is a part 
does not constitute a qualified trust under 
section 401(a) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 unless all benefit obligations of the 
eligible plan have been satisfied. For pur-
poses of this paragraph, the term ‘‘successor 
employee’’ means any employee who is or 
was covered by the eligible plan and any em-
ployees who perform substantially the same 
type of work with respect to the same busi-
ness operations as an employee covered by 
such eligible plan. 

(2) SPECIAL RULES FOR TERMINATIONS.— 
(A) PBGC LIABILITY LIMITED.—Section 4022 

of the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974, as amended by this Act, is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(h) SPECIAL RULE FOR PLANS ELECTING 
CERTAIN FUNDING REQUIREMENTS.—If any 
plan makes an election under section 
402(a)(1) of the Pension Protection Act of 
2006 and is terminated effective before the 
end of the 10-year period beginning on the 
first day of the first applicable plan year— 

‘‘(1) this section shall be applied— 
‘‘(A) by treating the first day of the first 

applicable plan year as the termination date 
of the plan, and 

‘‘(B) by determining the amount of guaran-
teed benefits on the basis of plan assets and 
liabilities as of such assumed termination 
date, and 

‘‘(2) notwithstanding section 4044(a), plan 
assets shall first be allocated to pay the 
amount, if any, by which— 

‘‘(A) the amount of guaranteed benefits 
under this section (determined without re-
gard to paragraph (1) and on the basis of plan 
assets and liabilities as of the actual date of 
plan termination), exceeds 

‘‘(B) the amount determined under para-
graph (1).’’. 

(B) TERMINATION PREMIUM.—In applying 
section 4006(a)(7)(A) of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 to an eligi-
ble plan during any period in which an elec-
tion under subsection (a)(1) is in effect— 

(i) ‘‘$2,500’’ shall be substituted for ‘‘$1,250’’ 
in such section if such plan terminates dur-
ing the 5-year period beginning on the first 
day of the first applicable plan year with re-
spect to such plan, and 

(ii) such section shall be applied without 
regard to subparagraph (B) of section 
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8101(d)(2) of the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 
(relating to special rule for plans terminated 
in bankruptcy). 

The substitution described in clause (i) shall 
not apply with respect to any plan if the Sec-
retary of Labor determines that such plan 
terminated as a result of extraordinary cir-
cumstances such as a terrorist attack or 
other similar event. 

(3) LIMITATION ON DEDUCTIONS UNDER CER-
TAIN PLANS.—Section 404(a)(7)(C)(iv) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as added by 
this Act, shall not apply with respect to any 
taxable year of a plan sponsor of an eligible 
plan if any applicable plan year with respect 
to such plan ends with or within such tax-
able year. 

(4) NOTICE.—In the case of a plan amend-
ment adopted in order to comply with this 
section, any notice required under section 
204(h) of such Act or section 4980F(e) of such 
Code shall be provided within 15 days of the 
effective date of such plan amendment. This 
subsection shall not apply to any plan unless 
such plan is maintained pursuant to one or 
more collective bargaining agreements be-
tween employee representatives and 1 or 
more employers. 

(h) EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN EMPLOYEES 
FROM MINIMUM COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 410(b)(3) of such 
Code is amended by striking the last sen-
tence and inserting the following: ‘‘For pur-
poses of subparagraph (B), management pi-
lots who are not represented in accordance 
with title II of the Railway Labor Act shall 
be treated as covered by a collective bar-
gaining agreement described in such sub-
paragraph if the management pilots manage 
the flight operations of air pilots who are so 
represented and the management pilots are, 
pursuant to the terms of the agreement, in-
cluded in the group of employees benefitting 
under the trust described in such subpara-
graph. Subparagraph (B) shall not apply in 
the case of a plan which provides contribu-
tions or benefits for employees whose prin-
cipal duties are not customarily performed 
aboard an aircraft in flight (other than man-
agement pilots described in the preceding 
sentence).’’ 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall apply to years 
beginning before, on, or after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(i) EXTENSION OF SPECIAL RULE FOR ADDI-
TIONAL FUNDING REQUIREMENTS.—In the case 
of an employer which is a commercial pas-
senger airline, section 302(d)(12) of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 and section 412(l)(12) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986, as in effect before the date 
of the enactment of this Act, shall each be 
applied— 

(1) by substituting ‘‘December 28, 2007’’ for 
‘‘December 28, 2005’’ in subparagraph (D)(i) 
thereof, and 

(2) without regard to subparagraph (D)(ii). 
(j) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Except as otherwise 

provided in this section, the provisions of 
and amendments made by this section shall 
apply to plan years ending after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 403. LIMITATION ON PBGC GUARANTEE OF 

SHUTDOWN AND OTHER BENEFITS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4022(b) of the Em-

ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1322(b)) is amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(8) If an unpredictable contingent event 
benefit (as defined in section 206(g)(1)) is pay-
able by reason of the occurrence of any 
event, this section shall be applied as if a 
plan amendment had been adopted on the 
date such event occurred.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to benefits 

that become payable as a result of an event 
which occurs after July 26, 2005. 
SEC. 404. RULES RELATING TO BANKRUPTCY OF 

EMPLOYER. 
(a) GUARANTEE.—Section 4022 of the Em-

ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1322) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(g) BANKRUPTCY FILING SUBSTITUTED FOR 
TERMINATION DATE.—If a contributing spon-
sor of a plan has filed or has had filed 
against such person a petition seeking liq-
uidation or reorganization in a case under 
title 11, United States Code, or under any 
similar Federal law or law of a State or po-
litical subdivision, and the case has not been 
dismissed as of the termination date of the 
plan, then this section shall be applied by 
treating the date such petition was filed as 
the termination date of the plan.’’. 

(b) ALLOCATION OF ASSETS AMONG PRIORITY 
GROUPS IN BANKRUPTCY PROCEEDINGS.—Sec-
tion 4044 of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1344) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(e) BANKRUPTCY FILING SUBSTITUTED FOR 
TERMINATION DATE.—If a contributing spon-
sor of a plan has filed or has had filed 
against such person a petition seeking liq-
uidation or reorganization in a case under 
title 11, United States Code, or under any 
similar Federal law or law of a State or po-
litical subdivision, and the case has not been 
dismissed as of the termination date of the 
plan, then subsection (a)(3) shall be applied 
by treating the date such petition was filed 
as the termination date of the plan.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made this section shall apply with respect to 
proceedings initiated under title 11, United 
States Code, or under any similar Federal 
law or law of a State or political subdivision, 
on or after the date that is 30 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 405. PBGC PREMIUMS FOR SMALL PLANS. 

(a) SMALL PLANS.—Paragraph (3) of section 
4006(a) of the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1306(a)) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘The additional’’ in sub-
paragraph (E)(i) and inserting ‘‘Except as 
provided in subparagraph (H), the addi-
tional’’, and 

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (G) the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(H)(i) In the case of an employer who has 
25 or fewer employees on the first day of the 
plan year, the additional premium deter-
mined under subparagraph (E) for each par-
ticipant shall not exceed $5 multiplied by the 
number of participants in the plan as of the 
close of the preceding plan year. 

‘‘(ii) For purposes of clause (i), whether an 
employer has 25 or fewer employees on the 
first day of the plan year is determined by 
taking into consideration all of the employ-
ees of all members of the contributing spon-
sor’s controlled group. In the case of a plan 
maintained by two or more contributing 
sponsors, the employees of all contributing 
sponsors and their controlled groups shall be 
aggregated for purposes of determining 
whether the 25-or-fewer-employees limita-
tion has been satisfied.’’ 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATES.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to plan 
years beginning after December 31, 2006. 
SEC. 406. AUTHORIZATION FOR PBGC TO PAY IN-

TEREST ON PREMIUM OVERPAY-
MENT REFUNDS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4007(b) of the Em-
ployment Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1307(b)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘(b)’’ and inserting ‘‘(b)(1)’’, 
and 

(2) by inserting at the end the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(2) The corporation is authorized to pay, 
subject to regulations prescribed by the cor-
poration, interest on the amount of any 
overpayment of premium refunded to a des-
ignated payor. Interest under this paragraph 
shall be calculated at the same rate and in 
the same manner as interest is calculated for 
underpayments under paragraph (1).’’ 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to inter-
est accruing for periods beginning not earlier 
than the date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 407. RULES FOR SUBSTANTIAL OWNER BEN-

EFITS IN TERMINATED PLANS. 
(a) MODIFICATION OF PHASE-IN OF GUAR-

ANTEE.—Section 4022(b)(5) of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1322(b)(5)) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(5)(A) For purposes of this paragraph, the 
term ‘majority owner’ means an individual 
who, at any time during the 60-month period 
ending on the date the determination is 
being made— 

‘‘(i) owns the entire interest in an unincor-
porated trade or business, 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a partnership, is a part-
ner who owns, directly or indirectly, 50 per-
cent or more of either the capital interest or 
the profits interest in such partnership, or 

‘‘(iii) in the case of a corporation, owns, di-
rectly or indirectly, 50 percent or more in 
value of either the voting stock of that cor-
poration or all the stock of that corporation. 
For purposes of clause (iii), the constructive 
ownership rules of section 1563(e) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (other than para-
graph (3)(C) thereof) shall apply, including 
the application of such rules under section 
414(c) of such Code. 

‘‘(B) In the case of a participant who is a 
majority owner, the amount of benefits guar-
anteed under this section shall equal the 
product of— 

‘‘(i) a fraction (not to exceed 1) the numer-
ator of which is the number of years from 
the later of the effective date or the adoption 
date of the plan to the termination date, and 
the denominator of which is 10, and 

‘‘(ii) the amount of benefits that would be 
guaranteed under this section if the partici-
pant were not a majority owner.’’ 

(b) MODIFICATION OF ALLOCATION OF AS-
SETS.— 

(1) Section 4044(a)(4)(B) of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1344(a)(4)(B)) is amended by striking 
‘‘section 4022(b)(5)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
4022(b)(5)(B)’’. 

(2) Section 4044(b) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 
1344(b)) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘(5)’’ in paragraph (2) and 
inserting ‘‘(4), (5),’’, and 

(B) by redesignating paragraphs (3) 
through (6) as paragraphs (4) through (7), re-
spectively, and by inserting after paragraph 
(2) the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) If assets available for allocation under 
paragraph (4) of subsection (a) are insuffi-
cient to satisfy in full the benefits of all in-
dividuals who are described in that para-
graph, the assets shall be allocated first to 
benefits described in subparagraph (A) of 
that paragraph. Any remaining assets shall 
then be allocated to benefits described in 
subparagraph (B) of that paragraph. If assets 
allocated to such subparagraph (B) are insuf-
ficient to satisfy in full the benefits de-
scribed in that subparagraph, the assets 
shall be allocated pro rata among individuals 
on the basis of the present value (as of the 
termination date) of their respective benefits 
described in that subparagraph.’’ 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 4021 of the Employee Retire-

ment Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 
1321) is amended— 

(A) in subsection (b)(9), by striking ‘‘as de-
fined in section 4022(b)(6)’’, and 
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(B) by adding at the end the following new 

subsection: 
‘‘(d) For purposes of subsection (b)(9), the 

term ‘substantial owner’ means an indi-
vidual who, at any time during the 60-month 
period ending on the date the determination 
is being made— 

‘‘(1) owns the entire interest in an unincor-
porated trade or business, 

‘‘(2) in the case of a partnership, is a part-
ner who owns, directly or indirectly, more 
than 10 percent of either the capital interest 
or the profits interest in such partnership, or 

‘‘(3) in the case of a corporation, owns, di-
rectly or indirectly, more than 10 percent in 
value of either the voting stock of that cor-
poration or all the stock of that corporation. 
For purposes of paragraph (3), the construc-
tive ownership rules of section 1563(e) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (other than 
paragraph (3)(C) thereof) shall apply, includ-
ing the application of such rules under sec-
tion 414(c) of such Code.’’ 

(2) Section 4043(c)(7) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 
1343(c)(7)) is amended by striking ‘‘section 
4022(b)(6)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 4021(d)’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendments made by this 
section shall apply to plan terminations— 

(A) under section 4041(c) of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1341(c)) with respect to which notices 
of intent to terminate are provided under 
section 4041(a)(2) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 
1341(a)(2)) after December 31, 2005, and 

(B) under section 4042 of such Act (29 U.S.C. 
1342) with respect to which notices of deter-
mination are provided under such section 
after such date. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—The amend-
ments made by subsection (c) shall take ef-
fect on January 1, 2006. 
SEC. 408. ACCELERATION OF PBGC COMPUTA-

TION OF BENEFITS ATTRIBUTABLE 
TO RECOVERIES FROM EMPLOYERS. 

(a) MODIFICATION OF AVERAGE RECOVERY 
PERCENTAGE OF OUTSTANDING AMOUNT OF 
BENEFIT LIABILITIES PAYABLE BY CORPORA-
TION TO PARTICIPANTS AND BENEFICIARIES.— 
Section 4022(c)(3)(B)(ii) of the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1322(c)(3)(B)(ii)) is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(ii) notices of intent to terminate were 
provided (or in the case of a termination by 
the corporation, a notice of determination 
under section 4042 was issued) during the 5- 
Federal fiscal year period ending with the 
third fiscal year preceding the fiscal year in 
which occurs the date of the notice of intent 
to terminate (or the notice of determination 
under section 4042) with respect to the plan 
termination for which the recovery ratio is 
being determined.’’ 

(b) VALUATION OF SECTION 4062(c) LIABILITY 
FOR DETERMINING AMOUNTS PAYABLE BY COR-
PORATION TO PARTICIPANTS AND BENE-
FICIARIES.— 

(1) SINGLE-EMPLOYER PLAN BENEFITS GUAR-
ANTEED.—Section 4022(c)(3)(A) of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 13) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subparagraph (C), the term ‘recovery ratio’ 
means the ratio which— 

‘‘(i) the sum of the values of all recoveries 
under section 4062, 4063, or 4064, determined 
by the corporation in connection with plan 
terminations described under subparagraph 
(B), bears to 

‘‘(ii) the sum of all unfunded benefit liabil-
ities under such plans as of the termination 
date in connection with any such prior ter-
mination.’’. 

(2) ALLOCATION OF ASSETS.—Section 4044 of 
the Employee Retirement Income Security 

Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1362) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(e) VALUATION OF SECTION 4062(c) LIABIL-
ITY FOR DETERMINING AMOUNTS PAYABLE BY 
CORPORATION TO PARTICIPANTS AND BENE-
FICIARIES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a termi-
nated plan, the value of the recovery of li-
ability under section 4062(c) allocable as a 
plan asset under this section for purposes of 
determining the amount of benefits payable 
by the corporation shall be determined by 
multiplying— 

‘‘(A) the amount of liability under section 
4062(c) as of the termination date of the plan, 
by 

‘‘(B) the applicable section 4062(c) recovery 
ratio. 

‘‘(2) SECTION 4062(c) RECOVERY RATIO.—For 
purposes of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subparagraph (C), the term ‘section 4062(c) 
recovery ratio’ means the ratio which— 

‘‘(i) the sum of the values of all recoveries 
under section 4062(c) determined by the cor-
poration in connection with plan termi-
nations described under subparagraph (B), 
bears to 

‘‘(ii) the sum of all the amounts of liability 
under section 4062(c) with respect to such 
plans as of the termination date in connec-
tion with any such prior termination. 

‘‘(B) PRIOR TERMINATIONS.—A plan termi-
nation described in this subparagraph is a 
termination with respect to which— 

‘‘(i) the value of recoveries under section 
4062(c) have been determined by the corpora-
tion, and 

‘‘(ii) notices of intent to terminate were 
provided (or in the case of a termination by 
the corporation, a notice of determination 
under section 4042 was issued) during the 5- 
Federal fiscal year period ending with the 
third fiscal year preceding the fiscal year in 
which occurs the date of the notice of intent 
to terminate (or the notice of determination 
under section 4042) with respect to the plan 
termination for which the recovery ratio is 
being determined. 

‘‘(C) EXCEPTION.—In the case of a termi-
nated plan with respect to which the out-
standing amount of benefit liabilities ex-
ceeds $20,000,000, the term ‘section 4062(c) re-
covery ratio’ means, with respect to the ter-
mination of such plan, the ratio of— 

‘‘(i) the value of the recoveries on behalf of 
the plan under section 4062(c), to 

‘‘(ii) the amount of the liability owed 
under section 4062(c) as of the date of plan 
termination to the trustee appointed under 
section 4042 (b) or (c). 

‘‘(3) SUBSECTION NOT TO APPLY.—This sub-
section shall not apply with respect to the 
determination of— 

‘‘(A) whether the amount of outstanding 
benefit liabilities exceeds $20,000,000, or 

‘‘(B) the amount of any liability under sec-
tion 4062 to the corporation or the trustee 
appointed under section 4042 (b) or (c). 

‘‘(4) DETERMINATIONS.—Determinations 
under this subsection shall be made by the 
corporation. Such determinations shall be 
binding unless shown by clear and con-
vincing evidence to be unreasonable.’’ 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply for any ter-
mination for which notices of intent to ter-
minate are provided (or in the case of a ter-
mination by the corporation, a notice of de-
termination under section 4042 under the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974 is issued) on or after the date which 
is 30 days after the date of enactment of this 
section. 

SEC. 409. TREATMENT OF CERTAIN PLANS 
WHERE CESSATION OR CHANGE IN 
MEMBERSHIP OF A CONTROLLED 
GROUP. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4041(b) of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1341(b)) is amended by adding 
at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN PLANS 
WHERE CESSATION OR CHANGE IN MEMBERSHIP 
OF A CONTROLLED GROUP.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subparagraph (B), if— 

‘‘(i) there is transaction or series of trans-
actions which result in a person ceasing to 
be a member of a controlled group, and 

‘‘(ii) such person immediately before the 
transaction or series of transactions main-
tained a single-employer plan which is a de-
fined benefit plan which is fully funded, 
then the interest rate used in determining 
whether the plan is sufficient for benefit li-
abilities or to otherwise assess plan liabil-
ities for purposes of this subsection or sec-
tion 4042(a)(4) shall be not less than the in-
terest rate used in determining whether the 
plan is fully funded. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATIONS.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
not apply to any transaction or series of 
transactions unless— 

‘‘(i) any employer maintaining the plan 
immediately before or after such transaction 
or series of transactions— 

‘‘(I) has an outstanding senior unsecured 
debt instrument which is rated investment 
grade by each of the nationally recognized 
statistical rating organizations for corporate 
bonds that has issued a credit rating for such 
instrument, or 

‘‘(II) if no such debt instrument of such 
employer has been rated by such an organi-
zation but 1 or more of such organizations 
has made an issuer credit rating for such em-
ployer, all such organizations which have so 
rated the employer have rated such employer 
investment grade, and 

‘‘(ii) the employer maintaining the plan 
after the transaction or series of trans-
actions employs at least 20 percent of the 
employees located in the United States who 
were employed by such employer imme-
diately before the transaction or series of 
transactions. 

‘‘(C) FULLY FUNDED.—For purposes of sub-
paragraph (A), a plan shall be treated as 
fully funded with respect to any transaction 
or series of transactions if— 

‘‘(i) in the case of a transaction or series of 
transactions which occur in a plan year be-
ginning before January 1, 2008, the funded 
current liability percentage determined 
under section 302(d) for the plan year is at 
least 100 percent, and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a transaction or series 
of transactions which occur in a plan year 
beginning on or after such date, the funding 
target attainment percentage determined 
under section 303 is, as of the valuation date 
for such plan year, at least 100 percent. 

‘‘(D) 2 YEAR LIMITATION.—Subparagraph (A) 
shall not apply to any transaction or series 
of transaction if the plan referred to in sub-
paragraph (A)(ii) is terminated under section 
4041(c) or 4042 after the close of the 2-year pe-
riod beginning on the date on which the first 
such transaction occurs.’’ 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to any 
transaction or series of transactions occur-
ring on and after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 
SEC. 410. MISSING PARTICIPANTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4050 of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1350) is amended by redesig-
nating subsection (c) as subsection (e) and by 
inserting after subsection (b) the following 
new subsections: 
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‘‘(c) MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS.—The corpora-

tion shall prescribe rules similar to the rules 
in subsection (a) for multiemployer plans 
covered by this title that terminate under 
section 4041A. 

‘‘(d) PLANS NOT OTHERWISE SUBJECT TO 
TITLE.— 

‘‘(1) TRANSFER TO CORPORATION.—The plan 
administrator of a plan described in para-
graph (4) may elect to transfer a missing par-
ticipant’s benefits to the corporation upon 
termination of the plan. 

‘‘(2) INFORMATION TO THE CORPORATION.—To 
the extent provided in regulations, the plan 
administrator of a plan described in para-
graph (4) shall, upon termination of the plan, 
provide the corporation information with re-
spect to benefits of a missing participant if 
the plan transfers such benefits— 

‘‘(A) to the corporation, or 
‘‘(B) to an entity other than the corpora-

tion or a plan described in paragraph 
(4)(B)(ii). 

‘‘(3) PAYMENT BY THE CORPORATION.—If ben-
efits of a missing participant were trans-
ferred to the corporation under paragraph 
(1), the corporation shall, upon location of 
the participant or beneficiary, pay to the 
participant or beneficiary the amount trans-
ferred (or the appropriate survivor benefit) 
either— 

‘‘(A) in a single sum (plus interest), or 
‘‘(B) in such other form as is specified in 

regulations of the corporation. 
‘‘(4) PLANS DESCRIBED.—A plan is described 

in this paragraph if— 
‘‘(A) the plan is a pension plan (within the 

meaning of section 3(2))— 
‘‘(i) to which the provisions of this section 

do not apply (without regard to this sub-
section), and 

‘‘(ii) which is not a plan described in para-
graphs (2) through (11) of section 4021(b), and 

‘‘(B) at the time the assets are to be dis-
tributed upon termination, the plan— 

‘‘(i) has missing participants, and 
‘‘(ii) has not provided for the transfer of as-

sets to pay the benefits of all missing par-
ticipants to another pension plan (within the 
meaning of section 3(2)). 

‘‘(5) CERTAIN PROVISIONS NOT TO APPLY.— 
Subsections (a)(1) and (a)(3) shall not apply 
to a plan described in paragraph (4).’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 
206(f) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 1056(f)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking ‘‘title IV’’ and inserting 
‘‘section 4050’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘the plan shall provide 
that,’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions made after final regulations imple-
menting subsections (c) and (d) of section 
4050 of the Employee Retirement Income Se-
curity Act of 1974 (as added by subsection 
(a)), respectively, are prescribed. 
SEC. 411. DIRECTOR OF THE PENSION BENEFIT 

GUARANTY CORPORATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Title IV of the Employee 

Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1301 et seq.) is amended— 

(1) by striking the second sentence of sec-
tion 4002(a) and inserting the following: ‘‘In 
carrying out its functions under this title, 
the corporation shall be administered by a 
Director, who shall be appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate, and who shall act in ac-
cordance with the policies established by the 
board.’’; and 

(2) in section 4003(b), by— 
(A) striking ‘‘under this title, any mem-

ber’’ and inserting ‘‘under this title, the Di-
rector, any member’’; and 

(B) striking ‘‘designated by the chairman’’ 
and inserting ‘‘designated by the Director or 
chairman’’. 

(b) COMPENSATION OF DIRECTOR.—Section 
5314 of title 5, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new 
item: 
‘‘Director, Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration.’’. 

(c) JURISDICTION OF NOMINATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee on Fi-

nance of the Senate and the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of 
the Senate shall have joint jurisdiction over 
the nomination of a person nominated by the 
President to fill the position of Director of 
the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation 
under section 4002 of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 
1302) (as amended by this Act), and if one 
committee votes to order reported such a 
nomination, the other shall report within 30 
calendar days, or be automatically dis-
charged. 

(2) RULEMAKING OF THE SENATE.—This sub-
section is enacted by Congress— 

(A) as an exercise of rulemaking power of 
the Senate, and as such it is deemed a part 
of the rules of the Senate, but applicable 
only with respect to the procedure to be fol-
lowed in the Senate in the case of a nomina-
tion described in such sentence, and it super-
sedes other rules only to the extent that it is 
inconsistent with such rules; and 

(B) with full recognition of the constitu-
tional right of the Senate to change the 
rules (so far as relating to the procedure of 
the Senate) at any time, in the same manner 
and to the same extent as in the case of any 
other rule of the Senate. 

(d) TRANSITION.—The term of the indi-
vidual serving as Executive Director of the 
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation on 
the date of enactment of this Act shall ex-
pire on such date of enactment. Such indi-
vidual, or any other individual, may serve as 
interim Director of such Corporation until 
an individual is appointed as Director of 
such Corporation under section 4002 of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1302) (as amended by this 
Act). 
SEC. 412. INCLUSION OF INFORMATION IN THE 

PBGC ANNUAL REPORT. 
Section 4008 of the Employee Retirement 

Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1308) is 
amended by— 

(1) striking ‘‘As soon as practicable’’ and 
inserting ‘‘(a) As soon as practicable’’; and 

(2) adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(b) The report under subsection (a) shall 

include— 
‘‘(1) a summary of the Pension Insurance 

Modeling System microsimulation model, in-
cluding the specific simulation parameters, 
specific initial values, temporal parameters, 
and policy parameters used to calculate the 
financial statements for the corporation; 

‘‘(2) a comparison of— 
‘‘(A) the average return on investments 

earned with respect to assets invested by the 
corporation for the year to which the report 
relates; and 

‘‘(B) an amount equal to 60 percent of the 
average return on investment for such year 
in the Standard & Poor’s 500 Index, plus 40 
percent of the average return on investment 
for such year in the Lehman Aggregate Bond 
Index (or in a similar fixed income index); 
and 

‘‘(3) a statement regarding the deficit or 
surplus for such year that the corporation 
would have had if the corporation had earned 
the return described in paragraph (2)(B) with 
respect to assets invested by the corpora-
tion.’’. 

TITLE V—DISCLOSURE 
SEC. 501. DEFINED BENEFIT PLAN FUNDING NO-

TICE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101(f) of the Em-

ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 

1974 (29 U.S.C. 1021(f)) is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(f) DEFINED BENEFIT PLAN FUNDING NO-
TICES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The administrator of a 
defined benefit plan to which title IV applies 
shall for each plan year provide a plan fund-
ing notice to the Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation, to each plan participant and 
beneficiary, to each labor organization rep-
resenting such participants or beneficiaries, 
and, in the case of a multiemployer plan, to 
each employer that has an obligation to con-
tribute to the plan. 

‘‘(2) INFORMATION CONTAINED IN NOTICES.— 
‘‘(A) IDENTIFYING INFORMATION.—Each no-

tice required under paragraph (1) shall con-
tain identifying information, including the 
name of the plan, the address and phone 
number of the plan administrator and the 
plan’s principal administrative officer, each 
plan sponsor’s employer identification num-
ber, and the plan number of the plan. 

‘‘(B) SPECIFIC INFORMATION.—A plan fund-
ing notice under paragraph (1) shall in-
clude— 

‘‘(i)(I) in the case of a single-employer 
plan, a statement as to whether the plan’s 
funding target attainment percentage (as de-
fined in section 303(d)(2)) for the plan year to 
which the notice relates, and for the 2 pre-
ceding plan years, is at least 100 percent 
(and, if not, the actual percentages), or 

‘‘(II) in the case of a multiemployer plan, a 
statement as to whether the plan’s funded 
percentage (as defined in section 305(i)) for 
the plan year to which the notice relates, 
and for the 2 preceding plan years, is at least 
100 percent (and, if not, the actual percent-
ages), 

‘‘(ii)(I) in the case of a single-employer 
plan, a statement of— 

‘‘(aa) the total assets (separately stating 
the prefunding balance and the funding 
standard carryover balance) and liabilities of 
the plan, determined in the same manner as 
under section 303, for the plan year for which 
the latest annual report filed under section 
104(a) was filed and for the 2 preceding plan 
years, as reported in the annual report for 
each such plan year, and 

‘‘(bb) the value of the plan’s assets and li-
abilities for the plan year to which the no-
tice relates as of the last day of the plan 
year to which the notice relates determined 
using the asset valuation under subclause 
(II) of section 4006(a)(3)(E)(iii) and the inter-
est rate under section 4006(a)(3)(E)(iv), and 

‘‘(II) in the case of a multiemployer plan, a 
statement of the value of the plan’s assets 
and liabilities for the plan year to which the 
notice relates as the last day of such plan 
year and the preceding 2 plan years, 

‘‘(iii) a statement of the number of partici-
pants who are— 

‘‘(I) retired or separated from service and 
are receiving benefits, 

‘‘(II) retired or separated participants enti-
tled to future benefits, and 

‘‘(III) active participants under the plan, 
‘‘(iv) a statement setting forth the funding 

policy of the plan and the asset allocation of 
investments under the plan (expressed as 
percentages of total assets) as of the end of 
the plan year to which the notice relates, 

‘‘(v) in the case of a multiemployer plan, 
whether the plan was in critical or endan-
gered status under section 305 for such plan 
year and, if so— 

‘‘(I) a statement describing how a person 
may obtain a copy of the plan’s funding im-
provement or rehabilitation plan, as appro-
priate, adopted under section 305 and the ac-
tuarial and financial data that demonstrate 
any action taken by the plan toward fiscal 
improvement, and 
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‘‘(II) a summary of any funding improve-

ment plan, rehabilitation plan, or modifica-
tion thereof adopted under section 305 during 
the plan year to which the notice relates, 

‘‘(vi) in the case of any plan amendment, 
scheduled benefit increase or reduction, or 
other known event taking effect in the cur-
rent plan year and having a material effect 
on plan liabilities or assets for the year (as 
defined in regulations by the Secretary), an 
explanation of the amendment, schedule in-
crease or reduction, or event, and a projec-
tion to the end of such plan year of the effect 
of the amendment, scheduled increase or re-
duction, or event on plan liabilities, 

‘‘(vii)(I) in the case of a single-employer 
plan, a summary of the rules governing ter-
mination of single-employer plans under sub-
title C of title IV, or 

‘‘(II) in the case of a multiemployer plan, a 
summary of the rules governing reorganiza-
tion or insolvency, including the limitations 
on benefit payments, 

‘‘(viii) a general description of the benefits 
under the plan which are eligible to be guar-
anteed by the Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration, along with an explanation of the 
limitations on the guarantee and the cir-
cumstances under which such limitations 
apply, 

‘‘(ix) a statement that a person may obtain 
a copy of the annual report of the plan filed 
under section 104(a) upon request, through 
the Internet website of the Department of 
Labor, or through an Intranet website main-
tained by the applicable plan sponsor (or 
plan administrator on behalf of the plan 
sponsor), and 

‘‘(x) if applicable, a statement that each 
contributing sponsor, and each member of 
the contributing sponsor’s controlled group, 
of the single-employer plan was required to 
provide the information under section 4010 
for the plan year to which the notice relates. 

‘‘(C) OTHER INFORMATION.—Each notice 
under paragraph (1) shall include— 

‘‘(i) in the case of a multiemployer plan, a 
statement that the plan administrator shall 
provide, upon written request, to any labor 
organization representing plan participants 
and beneficiaries and any employer that has 
an obligation to contribute to the plan, a 
copy of the annual report filed with the Sec-
retary under section 104(a), and 

‘‘(ii) any additional information which the 
plan administrator elects to include to the 
extent not inconsistent with regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(3) TIME FOR PROVIDING NOTICE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Any notice under para-

graph (1) shall be provided not later than 120 
days after the end of the plan year to which 
the notice relates. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION FOR SMALL PLANS.—In the 
case of a small plan (as such term is used 
under section 303(g)(2)(B)) any notice under 
paragraph (1) shall be provided upon filing of 
the annual report under section 104(a). 

‘‘(4) FORM AND MANNER.—Any notice under 
paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) shall be provided in a form and man-
ner prescribed in regulations of the Sec-
retary, 

‘‘(B) shall be written in a manner so as to 
be understood by the average plan partici-
pant, and 

‘‘(C) may be provided in written, elec-
tronic, or other appropriate form to the ex-
tent such form is reasonably accessible to 
persons to whom the notice is required to be 
provided.’’. 

(b) REPEAL OF NOTICE TO PARTICIPANTS OF 
FUNDING STATUS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Title IV of such Act (29 
U.S.C. 1301 et seq.) is amended by striking 
section 4011. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—Section 1 of 
such Act is amended in the table of contents 
by striking the item relating to section 4011. 

(c) MODEL NOTICE.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Labor shall publish a model 
version of the notice required by section 
101(f) of the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974. The Secretary of Labor 
may promulgate any interim final rules as 
the Secretary determines appropriate to 
carry out the provisions of this subsection. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to plan years begin-
ning after December 31, 2007, except that the 
amendment made by subsection (b) shall 
apply to plan years beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2006. 

(2) TRANSITION RULE.—Any requirement 
under section 101(f) of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 (as amend-
ed by this section) to report the funding tar-
get attainment percentage or funded per-
centage of a plan with respect to any plan 
year beginning before January 1, 2008, shall 
be treated as met if the plan reports— 

(A) in the case of a plan year beginning in 
2006, the funded current liability percentage 
(as defined in section 302(d)(8) of such Act) of 
the plan for such plan year, and 

(B) in the case of a plan year beginning in 
2007, the funding target attainment percent-
age or funded percentage as determined 
using such methods of estimation as the Sec-
retary of the Treasury may provide. 
SEC. 502. ACCESS TO MULTIEMPLOYER PENSION 

PLAN INFORMATION. 
(a) FINANCIAL INFORMATION WITH RESPECT 

TO MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 101 of the Em-

ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1021), as amended by section 
103, is amended— 

(A) by redesignating subsection (k) as sub-
section (l); and 

(B) by inserting after subsection (j) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(k) MULTIEMPLOYER PLAN INFORMATION 
MADE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each administrator of a 
multiemployer plan shall, upon written re-
quest, furnish to any plan participant or ben-
eficiary, employee representative, or any 
employer that has an obligation to con-
tribute to the plan— 

‘‘(A) a copy of any periodic actuarial re-
port (including any sensitivity testing) re-
ceived by the plan for any plan year which 
has been in the plan’s possession for at least 
30 days, 

‘‘(B) a copy of any quarterly, semi-annual, 
or annual financial report prepared for the 
plan by any plan investment manager or ad-
visor or other fiduciary which has been in 
the plan’s possession for at least 30 days, and 

‘‘(C) a copy of any application filed with 
the Secretary of the Treasury requesting an 
extension under section 304 of this Act or 
section 431(d) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 and the determination of such Sec-
retary pursuant to such application. 

‘‘(2) COMPLIANCE.—Information required to 
be provided under paragraph (1) — 

‘‘(A) shall be provided to the requesting 
participant, beneficiary, or employer within 
30 days after the request in a form and man-
ner prescribed in regulations of the Sec-
retary, 

‘‘(B) may be provided in written, elec-
tronic, or other appropriate form to the ex-
tent such form is reasonably accessible to 
persons to whom the information is required 
to be provided, and 

‘‘(C) shall not— 
‘‘(i) include any individually identifiable 

information regarding any plan participant, 

beneficiary, employee, fiduciary, or contrib-
uting employer, or 

‘‘(ii) reveal any proprietary information 
regarding the plan, any contributing em-
ployer, or entity providing services to the 
plan. 

‘‘(3) LIMITATIONS.—In no case shall a par-
ticipant, beneficiary, or employer be entitled 
under this subsection to receive more than 
one copy of any report or application de-
scribed in paragraph (1) during any one 12- 
month period. The administrator may make 
a reasonable charge to cover copying, mail-
ing, and other costs of furnishing copies of 
information pursuant to paragraph (1). The 
Secretary may by regulations prescribe the 
maximum amount which will constitute a 
reasonable charge under the preceding sen-
tence.’’. 

(2) ENFORCEMENT.—Section 502(c)(4) of such 
Act (29 U.S.C. 1132(c)(4)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘section 101(j)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (j) or (k) of section 101’’. 

(3) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall pre-
scribe regulations under section 101(k)(2) of 
the Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974 (as added by paragraph (1)) not 
later than 1 year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

(b) NOTICE OF POTENTIAL WITHDRAWAL LI-
ABILITY TO MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 101 of such Act (as 
amended by subsection (a)) is amended— 

(A) by redesignating subsection (l) as sub-
section (m); and 

(B) by inserting after subsection (k) the 
following new subsection: 

‘‘(l) NOTICE OF POTENTIAL WITHDRAWAL LI-
ABILITY.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The plan sponsor or ad-
ministrator of a multiemployer plan shall, 
upon written request, furnish to any em-
ployer who has an obligation to contribute 
to the plan a notice of— 

‘‘(A) the estimated amount which would be 
the amount of such employer’s withdrawal 
liability under part 1 of subtitle E of title IV 
if such employer withdrew on the last day of 
the plan year preceding the date of the re-
quest, and 

‘‘(B) an explanation of how such estimated 
liability amount was determined, including 
the actuarial assumptions and methods used 
to determine the value of the plan liabilities 
and assets, the data regarding employer con-
tributions, unfunded vested benefits, annual 
changes in the plan’s unfunded vested bene-
fits, and the application of any relevant lim-
itations on the estimated withdrawal liabil-
ity. 
For purposes of subparagraph (B), the term 
‘employer contribution’ means, in connec-
tion with a participant, a contribution made 
by an employer as an employer of such par-
ticipant. 

‘‘(2) COMPLIANCE.—Any notice required to 
be provided under paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) shall be provided in a form and man-
ner prescribed in regulations of the Sec-
retary to the requesting employer within— 

‘‘(i) 180 days after the request, or 
‘‘(ii) subject to regulations of the Sec-

retary, such longer time as may be necessary 
in the case of a plan that determines with-
drawal liability based on any method de-
scribed under paragraph (4) or (5) of section 
4211(c); and 

‘‘(B) may be provided in written, elec-
tronic, or other appropriate form to the ex-
tent such form is reasonably accessible to 
employers to whom the information is re-
quired to be provided. 

‘‘(3) LIMITATIONS.—In no case shall an em-
ployer be entitled under this subsection to 
receive more than one notice described in 
paragraph (1) during any one 12-month pe-
riod. The person required to provide such no-
tice may make a reasonable charge to cover 
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copying, mailing, and other costs of fur-
nishing such notice pursuant to paragraph 
(1). The Secretary may by regulations pre-
scribe the maximum amount which will con-
stitute a reasonable charge under the pre-
ceding sentence.’’. 

(2) ENFORCEMENT.—Section 502(c)(4) of such 
Act (29 U.S.C. 1132(c)(4)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘section 101(j) or (k)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (j), (k), or (l) of section 101’’. 

(c) NOTICE OF AMENDMENT REDUCING FU-
TURE ACCRUALS.— 

(1) AMENDMENT OF ERISA.—Section 204(h)(1) 
of such Act (29 U.S.C. 1054(h)(1)) is amended 
by inserting at the end before the period the 
following: ‘‘and to each employer who has an 
obligation to contribute to the plan.’’. 

(2) AMENDMENT OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE.—Section 4980F(e)(1) of such Code is 
amended by adding at the end before the pe-
riod the following: ‘‘and to each employer 
who has an obligation to contribute to the 
plan.’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to plan 
years beginning after December 31, 2007. 
SEC. 503. ADDITIONAL ANNUAL REPORTING RE-

QUIREMENTS. 
(a) ADDITIONAL ANNUAL REPORTING RE-

QUIREMENTS WITH RESPECT TO DEFINED BEN-
EFIT PLANS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 103 of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1023) is amended— 

(A) in subsection (a)(1)(B), by striking 
‘‘subsections (d) and (e)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
sections (d), (e), and (f)’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(f) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WITH RE-
SPECT TO DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS.— 

‘‘(1) LIABILITIES UNDER 2 OR MORE PLANS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which 

any liabilities to participants or their bene-
ficiaries under a defined benefit plan as of 
the end of a plan year consist (in whole or in 
part) of liabilities to such participants and 
beneficiaries under 2 or more pension plans 
as of immediately before such plan year, an 
annual report under this section for such 
plan year shall include the funded percent-
age of each of such 2 or more pension plans 
as of the last day of such plan year and the 
funded percentage of the plan with respect to 
which the annual report is filed as of the last 
day of such plan year. 

‘‘(B) FUNDED PERCENTAGE.—For purposes of 
this paragraph, the term ‘funded percent-
age’— 

‘‘(i) in the case of a single-employer plan, 
means the funding target attainment per-
centage, as defined in section 303(d)(2), and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a multiemployer plan, 
has the meaning given such term in section 
305(i)(2). 

‘‘(2) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR MULTIEM-
PLOYER PLANS.—With respect to any defined 
benefit plan which is a multiemployer plan, 
an annual report under this section for a 
plan year shall include, in addition to the in-
formation required under paragraph (1), the 
following, as of the end of the plan year to 
which the report relates: 

‘‘(A) The number of employers obligated to 
contribute to the plan. 

‘‘(B) A list of the employers that contrib-
uted more than 5 percent of the total con-
tributions to the plan during such plan year. 

‘‘(C) The number of participants under the 
plan on whose behalf no contributions were 
made by an employer as an employer of the 
participant for such plan year and for each of 
the 2 preceding plan years. 

‘‘(D) The ratios of— 
‘‘(i) the number of participants under the 

plan on whose behalf no employer had an ob-
ligation to make an employer contribution 
during the plan year, to 

‘‘(ii) the number of participants under the 
plan on whose behalf no employer had an ob-
ligation to make an employer contribution 
during each of the 2 preceding plan years. 

‘‘(E) Whether the plan received an amorti-
zation extension under section 304(d) of this 
Act or section 431(d) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 for such plan year and, if so, the 
amount of the difference between the min-
imum required contribution for the year and 
the minimum required contribution which 
would have been required without regard to 
the extension, and the period of such exten-
sion. 

‘‘(F) Whether the plan used the shortfall 
funding method (as such term is used in sec-
tion 305) for such plan year and, if so, the 
amount of the difference between the min-
imum required contribution for the year and 
the minimum required contribution which 
would have been required without regard to 
the use of such method, and the period of use 
of such method. 

‘‘(G) Whether the plan was in critical or 
endangered status under section 305 for such 
plan year, and if so, a summary of any fund-
ing improvement or rehabilitation plan (or 
modification thereto) adopted during the 
plan year, and the funded percentage of the 
plan. 

‘‘(H) The number of employers that with-
drew from the plan during the preceding plan 
year and the aggregate amount of with-
drawal liability assessed, or estimated to be 
assessed, against such withdrawn employers. 

‘‘(I) In the case of a multiemployer plan 
that has merged with another plan or to 
which assets and liabilities have been trans-
ferred, the actuarial valuation of the assets 
and liabilities of each affected plan during 
the year preceding the effective date of the 
merger or transfer, based upon the most re-
cent data available as of the day before the 
first day of the plan year, or other valuation 
method performed under standards and pro-
cedures as the Secretary may prescribe by 
regulation.’’. 

(2) GUIDANCE BY SECRETARY OF LABOR.—Not 
later than 1 year after the date of enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary of Labor shall pub-
lish guidance to assist multiemployer de-
fined benefit plans to— 

(A) identify and enumerate plan partici-
pants for whom there is no employer with an 
obligation to make an employer contribu-
tion under the plan; and 

(B) report such information under section 
103(f)(2)(D) of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974 (as added by this 
section). 

(b) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN ANNUAL AC-
TUARIAL STATEMENT REGARDING PLAN RE-
TIREMENT PROJECTIONS.—Section 103(d) of 
such Act (29 U.S.C. 1023(d)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (12) and 
(13) as paragraphs (13) and (14), respectively; 
and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (11) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(12) A statement explaining the actuarial 
assumptions and methods used in projecting 
future retirements and forms of benefit dis-
tributions under the plan.’’. 

(c) REPEAL OF SUMMARY ANNUAL REPORT 
REQUIREMENT FOR DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 104(b)(3) of such 
Act (29 U.S.C. 1024(b)(3)) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘(other than an administrator of a 
defined benefit plan to which the require-
ments of section 103(f) applies)’’ after ‘‘the 
administrators’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 
101(a)(2) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 1021(a)(2)) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘subsection (f) and’’ 
before ‘‘sections 104(b)(3) and 105(a) and (c)’’. 

(d) FURNISHING SUMMARY PLAN INFORMA-
TION TO EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEE REP-
RESENTATIVES OF MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS.— 

Section 104 of such Act (29 U.S.C. 1024) is 
amended— 

(1) in the header, by striking ‘‘PARTICI-
PANTS’’ and inserting ‘‘PARTICIPANTS AND 
CERTAIN EMPLOYERS’’; 

(2) redesignating subsection (d) as sub-
section (e); and 

(3) inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(d) FURNISHING SUMMARY PLAN INFORMA-
TION TO EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEE REP-
RESENTATIVES OF MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to a multi-
employer plan subject to this section, within 
30 days after the due date under subsection 
(a)(1) for the filing of the annual report for 
the fiscal year of the plan, the administra-
tors shall furnish to each employee organiza-
tion and to each employer with an obligation 
to contribute to the plan a report that con-
tains— 

‘‘(A) a description of the contribution 
schedules and benefit formulas under the 
plan, and any modification to such schedules 
and formulas, during such plan year; 

‘‘(B) the number of employers obligated to 
contribute to the plan; 

‘‘(C) a list of the employers that contrib-
uted more than 5 percent of the total con-
tributions to the plan during such plan year; 

‘‘(D) the number of participants under the 
plan on whose behalf no contributions were 
made by an employer as an employer of the 
participant for such plan year and for each of 
the 2 preceding plan years; ‘‘(E) whether 
the plan was in critical or endangered status 
under section 305 for such plan year and, if 
so, include— 

‘‘(i) a list of the actions taken by the plan 
to improve its funding status; and 

‘‘(ii) a statement describing how a person 
may obtain a copy of the plan’s improvement 
or rehabilitation plan, as applicable, adopted 
under section 305 and the actuarial and fi-
nancial data that demonstrate any action 
taken by the plan toward fiscal improve-
ment; 

‘‘(F) the number of employers that with-
drew from the plan during the preceding plan 
year and the aggregate amount of with-
drawal liability assessed, or estimated to be 
assessed, against such withdrawn employers, 
as reported on the annual report for the plan 
year to which the report under this sub-
section relates; 

‘‘(G) in the case of a multiemployer plan 
that has merged with another plan or to 
which assets and liabilities have been trans-
ferred, the actuarial valuation of the assets 
and liabilities of each affected plan during 
the year preceding the effective date of the 
merger or transfer, based upon the most re-
cent data available as of the day before the 
first day of the plan year, or other valuation 
method performed under standards and pro-
cedures as the Secretary may prescribe by 
regulation; 

‘‘(H) a description as to whether the plan— 
‘‘(i) sought or received an amortization ex-

tension under section 304(d) of this Act or 
section 431(d) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 for such plan year; or 

‘‘(ii) used the shortfall funding method (as 
such term is used in section 305) for such 
plan year; and 

‘‘(I) notification of the right under this 
section of the recipient to a copy of the an-
nual report filed with the Secretary under 
subsection (a), summary plan description, 
summary of any material modification of 
the plan, upon written request, but that— 

‘‘(i) in no case shall a recipient be entitled 
to receive more than one copy of any such 
document described during any one 12-month 
period; and 

‘‘(ii) the administrator may make a rea-
sonable charge to cover copying, mailing, 
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and other costs of furnishing copies of infor-
mation pursuant to this subparagraph. 

‘‘(2) EFFECT OF SUBSECTION.—Nothing in 
this subsection waives any other provision 
under this title requiring plan administra-
tors to provide, upon request, information to 
employers that have an obligation to con-
tribute under the plan.’’. 

(e) MODEL FORM.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Labor shall publish a model 
form for providing the statements, sched-
ules, and other material required to be pro-
vided under section 101(f) of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, as 
amended by this section. The Secretary of 
Labor may promulgate any interim final 
rules as the Secretary determines appro-
priate to carry out the provisions of this sub-
section. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to plan 
years beginning after December 31, 2007. 
SEC. 504. ELECTRONIC DISPLAY OF ANNUAL RE-

PORT INFORMATION. 
(a) ELECTRONIC DISPLAY OF INFORMATION.— 

Section 104(b) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 1024(b)) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(5) Identification and basic plan informa-
tion and actuarial information included in 
the annual report for any plan year shall be 
filed with the Secretary in an electronic for-
mat which accommodates display on the 
Internet, in accordance with regulations 
which shall be prescribed by the Secretary. 
The Secretary shall provide for display of 
such information included in the annual re-
port, within 90 days after the date of the fil-
ing of the annual report, on an Internet 
website maintained by the Secretary and 
other appropriate media. Such information 
shall also be displayed on any Intranet 
website maintained by the plan sponsor (or 
by the plan administrator on behalf of the 
plan sponsor) for the purpose of commu-
nicating with employees and not the public, 
in accordance with regulations which shall 
be prescribed by the Secretary.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to plan 
years beginning after December 31, 2007. 
SEC. 505. SECTION 4010 FILINGS WITH THE PBGC. 

(a) CHANGE IN CRITERIA FOR PERSONS RE-
QUIRED TO PROVIDE INFORMATION TO PBGC.— 
Section 4010(b) of the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 
1310(b)) is amended by striking paragraph (1) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(1) the funding target attainment per-
centage (as defined in subsection (d)) at the 
end of the preceding plan year of a plan 
maintained by the contributing sponsor or 
any member of its controlled group is less 
than 80 percent;’’. 

(b) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REQUIRED.— 
Section 4010 of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1310) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(d) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REQUIRED.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The information sub-

mitted to the corporation under subsection 
(a) shall include— 

‘‘(A) the amount of benefit liabilities under 
the plan determined using the assumptions 
used by the corporation in determining li-
abilities; 

‘‘(B) the funding target of the plan deter-
mined as if the plan has been in at-risk sta-
tus for at least 5 plan years; and 

‘‘(C) the funding target attainment per-
centage of the plan. 

‘‘(2) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub-
section: 

‘‘(A) FUNDING TARGET.—The term ‘funding 
target’ has the meaning provided under sec-
tion 303(d)(1). 

‘‘(B) FUNDING TARGET ATTAINMENT PER-
CENTAGE.—The term ‘funding target attain-
ment percentage’ has the meaning provided 
under section 302(d)(2). 

‘‘(C) AT-RISK STATUS.—The term ‘at-risk 
status’ has the meaning provided in section 
303(i)(4). 

‘‘(e) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—The corporation 
shall, on an annual basis, submit to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions and the Committee on Finance of 
the Senate and the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce and the Committee on 
Ways and Means of the House of Representa-
tives, a summary report in the aggregate of 
the information submitted to the corpora-
tion under this section.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply with respect 
to years beginning after 2007. 
SEC. 506. DISCLOSURE OF TERMINATION INFOR-

MATION TO PLAN PARTICIPANTS. 
(a) DISTRESS TERMINATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4041(c)(2) of the 

Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1341(c)(2)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(D) DISCLOSURE OF TERMINATION INFORMA-
TION.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A plan administrator 
that has filed a notice of intent to terminate 
under subsection (a)(2) shall provide to an af-
fected party any information provided to the 
corporation under subsection (a)(2) not later 
than 15 days after— 

‘‘(I) receipt of a request from the affected 
party for the information; or 

‘‘(II) the provision of new information to 
the corporation relating to a previous re-
quest. 

‘‘(ii) CONFIDENTIALITY.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The plan administrator 

shall not provide information under clause 
(i) in a form that includes any information 
that may directly or indirectly be associated 
with, or otherwise identify, an individual 
participant or beneficiary. 

‘‘(II) LIMITATION.—A court may limit dis-
closure under this subparagraph of confiden-
tial information described in section 552(b) of 
title 5, United States Code, to any author-
ized representative of the participants or 
beneficiaries that agrees to ensure the con-
fidentiality of such information. 

‘‘(iii) FORM AND MANNER OF INFORMATION; 
CHARGES.— 

‘‘(I) FORM AND MANNER.—The corporation 
may prescribe the form and manner of the 
provision of information under this subpara-
graph, which shall include delivery in writ-
ten, electronic, or other appropriate form to 
the extent that such form is reasonably ac-
cessible to individuals to whom the informa-
tion is required to be provided. 

‘‘(II) REASONABLE CHARGES.—A plan admin-
istrator may charge a reasonable fee for any 
information provided under this subpara-
graph in other than electronic form. 

‘‘(iv) AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE.—For 
purposes of this subparagraph, the term ‘au-
thorized representative’ means any employee 
organization representing participants in the 
pension plan.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
4041(c)(1) of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 
1341(c)(1)) is amended in subparagraph (C) by 
striking ‘‘subparagraph (B)’’ and inserting 
‘‘subparagraphs (B) and (D)’’. 

(b) INVOLUNTARY TERMINATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4042(c) of the Em-

ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1342(c)) is amended by— 

(A) striking ‘‘(c) If the’’ and inserting 
‘‘(c)(1) If the’’; 

(B) redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (2); and 

(C) adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(3) DISCLOSURE OF TERMINATION INFORMA-
TION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(i) INFORMATION FROM PLAN SPONSOR OR 

ADMINISTRATOR.—A plan sponsor or plan ad-
ministrator of a single-employer plan that 
has received a notice from the corporation of 
a determination that the plan should be ter-
minated under this section shall provide to 
an affected party any information provided 
to the corporation in connection with the 
plan termination. 

‘‘(ii) INFORMATION FROM CORPORATION.—The 
corporation shall provide a copy of the ad-
ministrative record, including the trustee-
ship decision record of a termination of a 
plan described under clause (i). 

‘‘(B) TIMING OF DISCLOSURE.—The plan 
sponsor, plan administrator, or the corpora-
tion, as applicable, shall provide the infor-
mation described in subparagraph (A) not 
later than 15 days after— 

‘‘(i) receipt of a request from an affected 
party for such information; or 

‘‘(ii) in the case of information described 
under subparagraph (A)(i), the provision of 
any new information to the corporation re-
lating to a previous request by an affected 
party. 

‘‘(C) CONFIDENTIALITY.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The plan administrator 

and plan sponsor shall not provide informa-
tion under subparagraph (A)(i) in a form 
which includes any information that may di-
rectly or indirectly be associated with, or 
otherwise identify, an individual participant 
or beneficiary. 

‘‘(ii) LIMITATION.—A court may limit dis-
closure under this paragraph of confidential 
information described in section 552(b) of 
title 5, United States Code, to authorized 
representatives (within the meaning of sec-
tion 4041(c)(2)(D)(iv)) of the participants or 
beneficiaries that agree to ensure the con-
fidentiality of such information. 

‘‘(D) FORM AND MANNER OF INFORMATION; 
CHARGES.— 

‘‘(i) FORM AND MANNER.—The corporation 
may prescribe the form and manner of the 
provision of information under this para-
graph, which shall include delivery in writ-
ten, electronic, or other appropriate form to 
the extent that such form is reasonably ac-
cessible to individuals to whom the informa-
tion is required to be provided. 

‘‘(ii) REASONABLE CHARGES.—A plan spon-
sor may charge a reasonable fee for any in-
formation provided under this paragraph in 
other than electronic form.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to any plan termi-
nation under title IV of the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1301 et seq.) with respect to which the 
notice of intent to terminate (or in the case 
of a termination by the Pension Benefit 
Guaranty Corporation, a notice of deter-
mination under section 4042 of such Act (29 
U.S.C. 1342)) occurs after the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

(2) TRANSITION RULE.—If notice under sec-
tion 4041(c)(2)(D) or 4042(c)(3) of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (as added by this section) would other-
wise be required to be provided before the 
90th day after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, such notice shall not be required to 
be provided until such 90th day. 
SEC. 507. NOTICE OF FREEDOM TO DIVEST EM-

PLOYER SECURITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101 of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1021), as amended by this Act, 
is amended by redesignating subsection (m) 
as subsection (n) and by inserting after sub-
section (l) the following: 
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‘‘(m) NOTICE OF RIGHT TO DIVEST.—Not 

later than 30 days before the first date on 
which an applicable individual of an applica-
ble individual account plan is eligible to ex-
ercise the right under section 204(j) to direct 
the proceeds from the divestment of em-
ployer securities with respect to any type of 
contribution, the administrator shall provide 
to such individual a notice— 

‘‘(1) setting forth such right under such 
section, and 

‘‘(2) describing the importance of diversi-
fying the investment of retirement account 
assets. 
The notice required by this subsection shall 
be written in a manner calculated to be un-
derstood by the average plan participant and 
may be delivered in written, electronic, or 
other appropriate form to the extent that 
such form is reasonably accessible to the re-
cipient.’’ 

(b) PENALTIES.—Section 502(c)(7) of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1132(c)(7)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘section 101(i)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (i) or (m) of section 101’’. 

(c) MODEL NOTICE.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall, within 180 days after the date 
of the enactment of this subsection, pre-
scribe a model notice for purposes of satis-
fying the requirements of the amendments 
made by this section. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to plan years begin-
ning after December 31, 2006. 

(2) TRANSITION RULE.—If notice under sec-
tion 101(m) of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974 (as added by this 
section) would otherwise be required to be 
provided before the 90th day after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, such notice shall 
not be required to be provided until such 
90th day. 
SEC. 508. PERIODIC PENSION BENEFIT STATE-

MENTS. 
(a) AMENDMENTS OF ERISA.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 105(a) of the Em-

ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1025(a)) is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(a) REQUIREMENTS TO PROVIDE PENSION 
BENEFIT STATEMENTS.— 

‘‘(1) REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNT PLAN.—The ad-

ministrator of an individual account plan 
(other than a one-participant retirement 
plan described in section 101(i)(8)(B)) shall 
furnish a pension benefit statement— 

‘‘(i) at least once each calendar quarter to 
a participant or beneficiary who has the 
right to direct the investment of assets in 
his or her account under the plan, 

‘‘(ii) at least once each calendar year to a 
participant or beneficiary who has his or her 
own account under the plan but does not 
have the right to direct the investment of as-
sets in that account, and 

‘‘(iii) upon written request to a plan bene-
ficiary not described in clause (i) or (ii). 

‘‘(B) DEFINED BENEFIT PLAN.—The adminis-
trator of a defined benefit plan (other than a 
one-participant retirement plan described in 
section 101(i)(8)(B)) shall furnish a pension 
benefit statement— 

‘‘(i) at least once every 3 years to each par-
ticipant with a nonforfeitable accrued ben-
efit and who is employed by the employer 
maintaining the plan at the time the state-
ment is to be furnished, and 

‘‘(ii) to a participant or beneficiary of the 
plan upon written request. 

Information furnished under clause (i) to a 
participant may be based on reasonable esti-
mates determined under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary, in consultation 
with the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora-
tion. 

‘‘(2) STATEMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A pension benefit state-

ment under paragraph (1)— 
‘‘(i) shall indicate, on the basis of the lat-

est available information— 
‘‘(I) the total benefits accrued, and 
‘‘(II) the nonforfeitable pension benefits, if 

any, which have accrued, or the earliest date 
on which benefits will become nonforfeit-
able, 

‘‘(ii) shall include an explanation of any 
permitted disparity under section 401(l) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 or any 
floor-offset arrangement that may be applied 
in determining any accrued benefits de-
scribed in clause (i), 

‘‘(iii) shall be written in a manner cal-
culated to be understood by the average plan 
participant, and 

‘‘(iv) may be delivered in written, elec-
tronic, or other appropriate form to the ex-
tent such form is reasonably accessible to 
the participant or beneficiary. 

‘‘(B) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—In the case 
of an individual account plan, any pension 
benefit statement under clause (i) or (ii) of 
paragraph (1)(A) shall include— 

‘‘(i) the value of each investment to which 
assets in the individual account have been 
allocated, determined as of the most recent 
valuation date under the plan, including the 
value of any assets held in the form of em-
ployer securities, without regard to whether 
such securities were contributed by the plan 
sponsor or acquired at the direction of the 
plan or of the participant or beneficiary, and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a pension benefit state-
ment under paragraph (1)(A)(i)— 

‘‘(I) an explanation of any limitations or 
restrictions on any right of the participant 
or beneficiary under the plan to direct an in-
vestment, 

‘‘(II) an explanation, written in a manner 
calculated to be understood by the average 
plan participant, of the importance, for the 
long-term retirement security of partici-
pants and beneficiaries, of a well-balanced 
and diversified investment portfolio, includ-
ing a statement of the risk that holding 
more than 20 percent of a portfolio in the se-
curity of one entity (such as employer secu-
rities) may not be adequately diversified, 
and 

‘‘(III) a notice directing the participant or 
beneficiary to the Internet website of the De-
partment of Labor for sources of information 
on individual investing and diversification. 

‘‘(C) ALTERNATIVE NOTICE.—The require-
ments of subparagraph (A)(i)(II) are met if, 
at least annually and in accordance with re-
quirements of the Secretary, the plan— 

‘‘(i) updates the information described in 
such paragraph which is provided in the pen-
sion benefit statement, or 

‘‘(ii) provides in a separate statement such 
information as is necessary to enable a par-
ticipant or beneficiary to determine their 
nonforfeitable vested benefits. 

‘‘(3) DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS.— 
‘‘(A) ALTERNATIVE NOTICE.—In the case of a 

defined benefit plan, the requirements of 
paragraph (1)(B)(i) shall be treated as met 
with respect to a participant if at least once 
each year the administrator provides to the 
participant notice of the availability of the 
pension benefit statement and the ways in 
which the participant may obtain such state-
ment. Such notice may be delivered in writ-
ten, electronic, or other appropriate form to 
the extent such form is reasonably accessible 
to the participant. 

‘‘(B) YEARS IN WHICH NO BENEFITS ACCRUE.— 
The Secretary may provide that years in 
which no employee or former employee bene-
fits (within the meaning of section 410(b) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986) under the 
plan need not be taken into account in deter-

mining the 3-year period under paragraph 
(1)(B)(i).’’ 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) Section 105 of the Employee Retire-

ment Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 
1025) is amended by striking subsection (d). 

(B) Section 105(b) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 
1025(b)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(b) LIMITATION ON NUMBER OF STATE-
MENTS.—In no case shall a participant or 
beneficiary of a plan be entitled to more 
than 1 statement described in subparagraph 
(A)(iii) or (B)(ii) of subsection (a)(1), which-
ever is applicable, in any 12-month period.’’ 

(C) Section 502(c)(1) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 
1132(c)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘or section 
101(f)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 101(f), or sec-
tion 105(a)’’. 

(b) MODEL STATEMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Labor 

shall, within 1 year after the date of the en-
actment of this section, develop 1 or more 
model benefit statements that are written in 
a manner calculated to be understood by the 
average plan participant and that may be 
used by plan administrators in complying 
with the requirements of section 105 of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974. 

(2) INTERIM FINAL RULES.—The Secretary of 
Labor may promulgate any interim final 
rules as the Secretary determines appro-
priate to carry out the provisions of this sub-
section. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to plan years begin-
ning after December 31, 2006. 

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR COLLECTIVELY BAR-
GAINED AGREEMENTS.—In the case of a plan 
maintained pursuant to 1 or more collective 
bargaining agreements between employee 
representatives and 1 or more employers 
ratified on or before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, paragraph (1) shall be ap-
plied to benefits pursuant to, and individuals 
covered by, any such agreement by sub-
stituting for ‘‘December 31, 2006’’ the earlier 
of— 

(A) the later of— 
(i) December 31, 2007, or 
(ii) the date on which the last of such col-

lective bargaining agreements terminates 
(determined without regard to any extension 
thereof after such date of enactment), or 

(B) December 31, 2008. 
SEC. 509. NOTICE TO PARTICIPANTS OR BENE-

FICIARIES OF BLACKOUT PERIODS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101(i)(8)(B) of the 

Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1021(i)(8)(B)) is amended by 
striking clauses (i) through (iv), by redesig-
nating clause (v) as clause (ii), and by insert-
ing before clause (ii), as so redesignated, the 
following new clause: 

‘‘(i) on the first day of the plan year— 
‘‘(I) covered only one individual (or the in-

dividual and the individual’s spouse) and the 
individual (or the individual and the individ-
ual’s spouse) owned 100 percent of the plan 
sponsor (whether or not incorporated), or 

‘‘(II) covered only one or more partners (or 
partners and their spouses) in the plan spon-
sor, and’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall take effect as 
if included in the provisions of section 306 of 
Public Law 107–204 (116 Stat. 745 et seq.). 
TITLE VI—INVESTMENT ADVICE, PROHIB-

ITED TRANSACTIONS, AND FIDUCIARY 
RULES 

Subtitle A—Investment Advice 
SEC. 601. PROHIBITED TRANSACTION EXEMP-

TION FOR PROVISION OF INVEST-
MENT ADVICE. 

(a) AMENDMENTS TO THE EMPLOYEE RETIRE-
MENT INCOME SECURITY ACT OF 1974.— 
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(1) EXEMPTION FROM PROHIBITED TRANS-

ACTIONS.—Section 408(b) of the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1108(b)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(14) Any transaction in connection with 
the provision of investment advice described 
in section 3(21)(A)(ii) to a participant or ben-
eficiary of an individual account plan that 
permits such participant or beneficiary to di-
rect the investment of assets in their indi-
vidual account, if— 

‘‘(A) the transaction is— 
‘‘(i) the provision of the investment advice 

to the participant or beneficiary of the plan 
with respect to a security or other property 
available as an investment under the plan, 

‘‘(ii) the acquisition, holding, or sale of a 
security or other property available as an in-
vestment under the plan pursuant to the in-
vestment advice, or 

‘‘(iii) the direct or indirect receipt of fees 
or other compensation by the fiduciary ad-
viser or an affiliate thereof (or any em-
ployee, agent, or registered representative of 
the fiduciary adviser or affiliate) in connec-
tion with the provision of the advice or in 
connection with an acquisition, holding, or 
sale of a security or other property available 
as an investment under the plan pursuant to 
the investment advice; and 

‘‘(B) the requirements of subsection (g) are 
met.’’. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—Section 408 of such Act 
is amended further by adding at the end the 
following new subsection: 

‘‘(g) PROVISION OF INVESTMENT ADVICE TO 
PARTICIPANT AND BENEFICIARIES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The prohibitions pro-
vided in section 406 shall not apply to trans-
actions described in subsection (b)(14) if the 
investment advice provided by a fiduciary 
adviser is provided under an eligible invest-
ment advice arrangement. 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE INVESTMENT ADVICE ARRANGE-
MENT.—For purposes of this subsection, the 
term ‘eligible investment advice arrange-
ment’ means an arrangement— 

‘‘(A) which either— 
‘‘(i) provides that any fees (including any 

commission or other compensation) received 
by the fiduciary adviser for investment ad-
vice or with respect to the sale, holding, or 
acquisition of any security or other property 
for purposes of investment of plan assets do 
not vary depending on the basis of any in-
vestment option selected, or 

‘‘(ii) uses a computer model under an in-
vestment advice program meeting the re-
quirements of paragraph (3) in connection 
with the provision of investment advice by a 
fiduciary adviser to a participant or bene-
ficiary, and 

‘‘(B) with respect to which the require-
ments of paragraph (4), (5), (6), (7), (8), and (9) 
are met. 

‘‘(3) INVESTMENT ADVICE PROGRAM USING 
COMPUTER MODEL.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An investment advice 
program meets the requirements of this 
paragraph if the requirements of subpara-
graphs (B), (C), and (D) are met. 

‘‘(B) COMPUTER MODEL.—The requirements 
of this subparagraph are met if the invest-
ment advice provided under the investment 
advice program is provided pursuant to a 
computer model that— 

‘‘(i) applies generally accepted investment 
theories that take into account the historic 
returns of different asset classes over defined 
periods of time, 

‘‘(ii) utilizes relevant information about 
the participant, which may include age, life 
expectancy, retirement age, risk tolerance, 
other assets or sources of income, and pref-
erences as to certain types of investments, 

‘‘(iii) utilizes prescribed objective criteria 
to provide asset allocation portfolios com-

prised of investment options available under 
the plan, 

‘‘(iv) operates in a manner that is not bi-
ased in favor of investments offered by the 
fiduciary adviser or a person with a material 
affiliation or contractual relationship with 
the fiduciary adviser, and 

‘‘(v) takes into account all investment op-
tions under the plan in specifying how a par-
ticipant’s account balance should be invested 
and is not inappropriately weighted with re-
spect to any investment option. 

‘‘(C) CERTIFICATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 

subparagraph are met with respect to any in-
vestment advice program if an eligible in-
vestment expert certifies, prior to the utili-
zation of the computer model and in accord-
ance with rules prescribed by the Secretary, 
that the computer model meets the require-
ments of subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(ii) RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATIONS.—If, as 
determined under regulations prescribed by 
the Secretary, there are material modifica-
tions to a computer model, the requirements 
of this subparagraph are met only if a cer-
tification described in clause (i) is obtained 
with respect to the computer model as so 
modified. 

‘‘(iii) ELIGIBLE INVESTMENT EXPERT.—The 
term ‘eligible investment expert’ means any 
person— 

‘‘(I) which meets such requirements as the 
Secretary may provide, and 

‘‘(II) does not bear any material affiliation 
or contractual relationship with any invest-
ment adviser or a related person thereof (or 
any employee, agent, or registered represent-
ative of the investment adviser or related 
person). 

‘‘(D) EXCLUSIVITY OF RECOMMENDATION.— 
The requirements of this subparagraph are 
met with respect to any investment advice 
program if— 

‘‘(i) the only investment advice provided 
under the program is the advice generated by 
the computer model described in subpara-
graph (B), and 

‘‘(ii) any transaction described in sub-
section (b)(14)(B)(ii) occurs solely at the di-
rection of the participant or beneficiary. 

Nothing in the preceding sentence shall pre-
clude the participant or beneficiary from re-
questing investment advice other than that 
described in subparagraph (A), but only if 
such request has not been solicited by any 
person connected with carrying out the ar-
rangement. 

‘‘(4) EXPRESS AUTHORIZATION BY SEPARATE 
FIDUCIARY.—The requirements of this para-
graph are met with respect to an arrange-
ment if the arrangement is expressly author-
ized by a plan fiduciary other than the per-
son offering the investment advice program, 
any person providing investment options 
under the plan, or any affiliate of either. 

‘‘(5) ANNUAL AUDIT.—The requirements of 
this paragraph are met if an independent 
auditor, who has appropriate technical train-
ing or experience and proficiency and so rep-
resents in writing— 

‘‘(A) conducts an annual audit of the ar-
rangement for compliance with the require-
ments of this subsection, and 

‘‘(B) following completion of the annual 
audit, issues a written report to the fidu-
ciary who authorized use of the arrangement 
which presents its specific findings regarding 
compliance of the arrangement with the re-
quirements of this subsection. 

For purposes of this paragraph, an auditor is 
considered independent if it is not related to 
the person offering the arrangement to the 
plan and is not related to any person pro-
viding investment options under the plan. 

‘‘(6) DISCLOSURE.—The requirements of this 
paragraph are met if— 

‘‘(A) the fiduciary adviser provides to a 
participant or a beneficiary before the initial 
provision of the investment advice with re-
gard to any security or other property of-
fered as an investment option, a written no-
tification (which may consist of notification 
by means of electronic communication)— 

‘‘(i) of the role of any party that has a ma-
terial affiliation or contractual relationship 
with the financial adviser in the develop-
ment of the investment advice program and 
in the selection of investment options avail-
able under the plan, 

‘‘(ii) of the past performance and historical 
rates of return of the investment options 
available under the plan, 

‘‘(iii) of all fees or other compensation re-
lating to the advice that the fiduciary ad-
viser or any affiliate thereof is to receive (in-
cluding compensation provided by any third 
party) in connection with the provision of 
the advice or in connection with the sale, ac-
quisition, or holding of the security or other 
property, 

‘‘(iv) of any material affiliation or contrac-
tual relationship of the fiduciary adviser or 
affiliates thereof in the security or other 
property, 

‘‘(v) the manner, and under what cir-
cumstances, any participant or beneficiary 
information provided under the arrangement 
will be used or disclosed, 

‘‘(vi) of the types of services provided by 
the fiduciary adviser in connection with the 
provision of investment advice by the fidu-
ciary adviser, 

‘‘(vii) that the adviser is acting as a fidu-
ciary of the plan in connection with the pro-
vision of the advice, and 

‘‘(viii) that a recipient of the advice may 
separately arrange for the provision of ad-
vice by another adviser, that could have no 
material affiliation with and receive no fees 
or other compensation in connection with 
the security or other property, and 

‘‘(B) at all times during the provision of 
advisory services to the participant or bene-
ficiary, the fiduciary adviser— 

‘‘(i) maintains the information described in 
subparagraph (A) in accurate form and in the 
manner described in paragraph (8), 

‘‘(ii) provides, without charge, accurate in-
formation to the recipient of the advice no 
less frequently than annually, 

‘‘(iii) provides, without charge, accurate 
information to the recipient of the advice 
upon request of the recipient, and 

‘‘(iv) provides, without charge, accurate in-
formation to the recipient of the advice con-
cerning any material change to the informa-
tion required to be provided to the recipient 
of the advice at a time reasonably contem-
poraneous to the change in information. 

‘‘(7) OTHER CONDITIONS.—The requirements 
of this paragraph are met if— 

‘‘(A) the fiduciary adviser provides appro-
priate disclosure, in connection with the 
sale, acquisition, or holding of the security 
or other property, in accordance with all ap-
plicable securities laws, 

‘‘(B) the sale, acquisition, or holding oc-
curs solely at the direction of the recipient 
of the advice, 

‘‘(C) the compensation received by the fi-
duciary adviser and affiliates thereof in con-
nection with the sale, acquisition, or holding 
of the security or other property is reason-
able, and 

‘‘(D) the terms of the sale, acquisition, or 
holding of the security or other property are 
at least as favorable to the plan as an arm’s 
length transaction would be. 

‘‘(8) STANDARDS FOR PRESENTATION OF IN-
FORMATION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of 
this paragraph are met if the notification re-
quired to be provided to participants and 
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beneficiaries under paragraph (6)(A) is writ-
ten in a clear and conspicuous manner and in 
a manner calculated to be understood by the 
average plan participant and is sufficiently 
accurate and comprehensive to reasonably 
apprise such participants and beneficiaries of 
the information required to be provided in 
the notification. 

‘‘(B) MODEL FORM FOR DISCLOSURE OF FEES 
AND OTHER COMPENSATION.—The Secretary 
shall issue a model form for the disclosure of 
fees and other compensation required in 
paragraph (6)(A)(iii) which meets the re-
quirements of subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(9) MAINTENANCE FOR 6 YEARS OF EVIDENCE 
OF COMPLIANCE.—The requirements of this 
paragraph are met if a fiduciary adviser who 
has provided advice referred to in paragraph 
(1) maintains, for a period of not less than 6 
years after the provision of the advice, any 
records necessary for determining whether 
the requirements of the preceding provisions 
of this subsection and of subsection (b)(14) 
have been met. A transaction prohibited 
under section 406 shall not be considered to 
have occurred solely because the records are 
lost or destroyed prior to the end of the 6- 
year period due to circumstances beyond the 
control of the fiduciary adviser. 

‘‘(10) EXEMPTION FOR PLAN SPONSOR AND 
CERTAIN OTHER FIDUCIARIES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 
(B), a plan sponsor or other person who is a 
fiduciary (other than a fiduciary adviser) 
shall not be treated as failing to meet the re-
quirements of this part solely by reason of 
the provision of investment advice referred 
to in section 3(21)(A)(ii) (or solely by reason 
of contracting for or otherwise arranging for 
the provision of the advice), if— 

‘‘(i) the advice is provided by a fiduciary 
adviser pursuant to an eligible investment 
advice arrangement between the plan spon-
sor or other fiduciary and the fiduciary ad-
viser for the provision by the fiduciary ad-
viser of investment advice referred to in such 
section, 

‘‘(ii) the terms of the eligible investment 
advice arrangement require compliance by 
the fiduciary adviser with the requirements 
of this subsection, and 

‘‘(iii) the terms of the eligible investment 
advice arrangement include a written ac-
knowledgment by the fiduciary adviser that 
the fiduciary adviser is a fiduciary of the 
plan with respect to the provision of the ad-
vice. 

‘‘(B) CONTINUED DUTY OF PRUDENT SELEC-
TION OF ADVISER AND PERIODIC REVIEW.—Noth-
ing in subparagraph (A) shall be construed to 
exempt a plan sponsor or other person who is 
a fiduciary from any requirement of this 
part for the prudent selection and periodic 
review of a fiduciary adviser with whom the 
plan sponsor or other person enters into an 
eligible investment advice arrangement for 
the provision of investment advice referred 
to in section 3(21)(A)(ii). The plan sponsor or 
other person who is a fiduciary has no duty 
under this part to monitor the specific in-
vestment advice given by the fiduciary ad-
viser to any particular recipient of the ad-
vice. 

‘‘(C) AVAILABILITY OF PLAN ASSETS FOR PAY-
MENT FOR ADVICE.—Nothing in this part shall 
be construed to preclude the use of plan as-
sets to pay for reasonable expenses in pro-
viding investment advice referred to in sec-
tion 3(21)(A)(ii). 

‘‘(11) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this 
subsection and subsection (b)(14)— 

‘‘(A) FIDUCIARY ADVISER.—The term ‘fidu-
ciary adviser’ means, with respect to a plan, 
a person who is a fiduciary of the plan by 
reason of the provision of investment advice 
referred to in section 3(21)(A)(ii) by the per-
son to the participant or beneficiary of the 
plan and who is— 

‘‘(i) registered as an investment adviser 
under the Investment Advisers Act of 1940 (15 
U.S.C. 80b–1 et seq.) or under the laws of the 
State in which the fiduciary maintains its 
principal office and place of business, 

‘‘(ii) a bank or similar financial institution 
referred to in section 408(b)(4) or a savings 
association (as defined in section 3(b)(1) of 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Act (12 U.S.C. 
1813(b)(1)), but only if the advice is provided 
through a trust department of the bank or 
similar financial institution or savings asso-
ciation which is subject to periodic examina-
tion and review by Federal or State banking 
authorities, 

‘‘(iii) an insurance company qualified to do 
business under the laws of a State, 

‘‘(iv) a person registered as a broker or 
dealer under the Securities Exchange Act of 
1934 (15 U.S.C. 78a et seq.), 

‘‘(v) an affiliate of a person described in 
any of clauses (i) through (iv), or 

‘‘(vi) an employee, agent, or registered rep-
resentative of a person described in clauses 
(i) through (v) who satisfies the require-
ments of applicable insurance, banking, and 
securities laws relating to the provision of 
the advice. 

For purposes of this part, a person who de-
velops the computer model described in para-
graph (3)(B) or markets the investment ad-
vice program or computer model shall be 
treated as a person who is a fiduciary of the 
plan by reason of the provision of investment 
advice referred to in section 3(21)(A)(ii) to 
the participant or beneficiary and shall be 
treated as a fiduciary adviser for purposes of 
this subsection and subsection (b)(14), except 
that the Secretary may prescribe rules under 
which only 1 fiduciary adviser may elect to 
be treated as a fiduciary with respect to the 
plan. 

‘‘(B) AFFILIATE.—The term ‘affiliate’ of an-
other entity means an affiliated person of 
the entity (as defined in section 2(a)(3) of the 
Investment Company Act of 1940 (15 U.S.C. 
80a-2(a)(3))). 

‘‘(C) REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE.—The 
term ‘registered representative’ of another 
entity means a person described in section 
3(a)(18) of the Securities Exchange Act of 
1934 (15 U.S.C. 78c(a)(18)) (substituting the 
entity for the broker or dealer referred to in 
such section) or a person described in section 
202(a)(17) of the Investment Advisers Act of 
1940 (15 U.S.C. 80b-2(a)(17)) (substituting the 
entity for the investment adviser referred to 
in such section).’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply with re-
spect to advice referred to in section 
3(21)(A)(ii) of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974 provided after De-
cember 31, 2006. 

(b) AMENDMENTS TO INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE OF 1986.— 

(1) EXEMPTION FROM PROHIBITED TRANS-
ACTIONS.—Subsection (d) of section 4975 of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating 
to exemption from tax on prohibited trans-
actions) is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (15), by striking ‘‘or’’ at 
the end; 

(B) in paragraph (16), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘;or’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(17) Any transaction in connection with 
the provision of investment advice described 
in subsection (e)(3)(B) to a participant or 
beneficiary in a plan and that permits such 
participant or beneficiary to direct the in-
vestment of plan assets in an individual ac-
count, if— 

‘‘(A) the transaction is— 
‘‘(i) the provision of the investment advice 

to the participant or beneficiary of the plan 

with respect to a security or other property 
available as an investment under the plan, 

‘‘(ii) the acquisition, holding, or sale of a 
security or other property available as an in-
vestment under the plan pursuant to the in-
vestment advice, or 

‘‘(iii) the direct or indirect receipt of fees 
or other compensation by the fiduciary ad-
viser or an affiliate thereof (or any em-
ployee, agent, or registered representative of 
the fiduciary adviser or affiliate) in connec-
tion with the provision of the advice or in 
connection with an acquisition, holding, or 
sale of a security or other property available 
as an investment under the plan pursuant to 
the investment advice; and 

‘‘(B) the requirements of subsection (f)(8) 
are met.’’. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—Subsection (f) of such 
section 4975 (relating to other definitions and 
special rules) is amended by adding at the 
end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(8) PROVISION OF INVESTMENT ADVICE TO 
PARTICIPANT AND BENEFICIARIES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The prohibitions pro-
vided in subsection (c) shall not apply to 
transactions described in subsection (b)(14) if 
the investment advice provided by a fidu-
ciary adviser is provided under an eligible in-
vestment advice arrangement. 

‘‘(B) ELIGIBLE INVESTMENT ADVICE AR-
RANGEMENT.—For purposes of this paragraph, 
the term ‘eligible investment advice ar-
rangement’ means an arrangement— 

‘‘(i) which either— 
‘‘(I) provides that any fees (including any 

commission or other compensation) received 
by the fiduciary adviser for investment ad-
vice or with respect to the sale, holding, or 
acquisition of any security or other property 
for purposes of investment of plan assets do 
not vary depending on the basis of any in-
vestment option selected, or 

‘‘(II) uses a computer model under an in-
vestment advice program meeting the re-
quirements of subparagraph (C) in connec-
tion with the provision of investment advice 
by a fiduciary adviser to a participant or 
beneficiary, and 

‘‘(ii) with respect to which the require-
ments of subparagraphs (D), (E), (F), (G), (H), 
and (I) are met. 

‘‘(C) INVESTMENT ADVICE PROGRAM USING 
COMPUTER MODEL.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An investment advice 
program meets the requirements of this sub-
paragraph if the requirements of clauses (ii), 
(iii), and (iv) are met. 

‘‘(ii) COMPUTER MODEL.—The requirements 
of this clause are met if the investment ad-
vice provided under the investment advice 
program is provided pursuant to a computer 
model that— 

‘‘(I) applies generally accepted investment 
theories that take into account the historic 
returns of different asset classes over defined 
periods of time, 

‘‘(II) utilizes relevant information about 
the participant, which may include age, life 
expectancy, retirement age, risk tolerance, 
other assets or sources of income, and pref-
erences as to certain types of investments, 

‘‘(III) utilizes prescribed objective criteria 
to provide asset allocation portfolios com-
prised of investment options available under 
the plan, 

‘‘(IV) operates in a manner that is not bi-
ased in favor of investments offered by the 
fiduciary adviser or a person with a material 
affiliation or contractual relationship with 
the fiduciary adviser, and 

‘‘(V) takes into account all investment op-
tions under the plan in specifying how a par-
ticipant’s account balance should be invested 
and is not inappropriately weighted with re-
spect to any investment option. 

‘‘(iii) CERTIFICATION.— 
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‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 

clause are met with respect to any invest-
ment advice program if an eligible invest-
ment expert certifies, prior to the utilization 
of the computer model and in accordance 
with rules prescribed by the Secretary of 
Labor, that the computer model meets the 
requirements of clause (ii). 

‘‘(II) RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATIONS.—If, as 
determined under regulations prescribed by 
the Secretary of Labor, there are material 
modifications to a computer model, the re-
quirements of this clause are met only if a 
certification described in subclause (I) is ob-
tained with respect to the computer model 
as so modified. 

‘‘(III) ELIGIBLE INVESTMENT EXPERT.—The 
term ‘eligible investment expert’ means any 
person which meets such requirements as the 
Secretary of Labor may provide and which 
does not bear any material affiliation or con-
tractual relationship with any investment 
adviser or a related person thereof (or any 
employee, agent, or registered representa-
tive of the investment adviser or related per-
son). 

‘‘(iv) EXCLUSIVITY OF RECOMMENDATION.— 
The requirements of this clause are met with 
respect to any investment advice program 
if— 

‘‘(I) the only investment advice provided 
under the program is the advice generated by 
the computer model described in clause (ii), 
and 

‘‘(II) any transaction described in sub-
section (b)(14)(B)(ii) occurs solely at the di-
rection of the participant or beneficiary. 

Nothing in the preceding sentence shall pre-
clude the participant or beneficiary from re-
questing investment advice other than that 
described in clause (i), but only if such re-
quest has not been solicited by any person 
connected with carrying out the arrange-
ment. 

‘‘(D) EXPRESS AUTHORIZATION BY SEPARATE 
FIDUCIARY.—The requirements of this sub-
paragraph are met with respect to an ar-
rangement if the arrangement is expressly 
authorized by a plan fiduciary other than the 
person offering the investment advice pro-
gram, any person providing investment op-
tions under the plan, or any affiliate of ei-
ther. 

‘‘(E) AUDITS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 

subparagraph are met if an independent 
auditor, who has appropriate technical train-
ing or experience and proficiency and so rep-
resents in writing— 

‘‘(I) conducts an annual audit of the ar-
rangement for compliance with the require-
ments of this paragraph, and 

‘‘(II) following completion of the annual 
audit, issues a written report to the fidu-
ciary who authorized use of the arrangement 
which presents its specific findings regarding 
compliance of the arrangement with the re-
quirements of this paragraph. 

‘‘(ii) SPECIAL RULE FOR INDIVIDUAL RETIRE-
MENT AND SIMILAR PLANS.—In the case of a 
plan described in subparagraphs (B) through 
(F) (and so much of subparagraph (G) as re-
lates to such subparagraphs) of subsection 
(e)(1), in lieu of the requirements of clause 
(i), audits of the arrangement shall be con-
ducted at such times and in such manner as 
the Secretary of Labor may prescribe. 

‘‘(iii) INDEPENDENT AUDITOR.—For purposes 
of this subparagraph, an auditor is consid-
ered independent if it is not related to the 
person offering the arrangement to the plan 
and is not related to any person providing in-
vestment options under the plan. 

‘‘(F) DISCLOSURE.—The requirements of 
this subparagraph are met if— 

‘‘(i) the fiduciary adviser provides to a par-
ticipant or a beneficiary before the initial 

provision of the investment advice with re-
gard to any security or other property of-
fered as an investment option, a written no-
tification (which may consist of notification 
by means of electronic communication)— 

‘‘(I) of the role of any party that has a ma-
terial affiliation or contractual relationship 
with the financial adviser in the develop-
ment of the investment advice program and 
in the selection of investment options avail-
able under the plan, 

‘‘(II) of the past performance and historical 
rates of return of the investment options 
available under the plan, 

‘‘(III) of all fees or other compensation re-
lating to the advice that the fiduciary ad-
viser or any affiliate thereof is to receive (in-
cluding compensation provided by any third 
party) in connection with the provision of 
the advice or in connection with the sale, ac-
quisition, or holding of the security or other 
property, 

‘‘(IV) of any material affiliation or con-
tractual relationship of the fiduciary adviser 
or affiliates thereof in the security or other 
property, 

‘‘(V) the manner, and under what cir-
cumstances, any participant or beneficiary 
information provided under the arrangement 
will be used or disclosed, 

‘‘(VI) of the types of services provided by 
the fiduciary adviser in connection with the 
provision of investment advice by the fidu-
ciary adviser, 

‘‘(VII) that the adviser is acting as a fidu-
ciary of the plan in connection with the pro-
vision of the advice, and 

‘‘(VIII) that a recipient of the advice may 
separately arrange for the provision of ad-
vice by another adviser, that could have no 
material affiliation with and receive no fees 
or other compensation in connection with 
the security or other property, and 

‘‘(ii) at all times during the provision of 
advisory services to the participant or bene-
ficiary, the fiduciary adviser— 

‘‘(I) maintains the information described 
in clause (i) in accurate form and in the 
manner described in subparagraph (H), 

‘‘(II) provides, without charge, accurate in-
formation to the recipient of the advice no 
less frequently than annually, 

‘‘(III) provides, without charge, accurate 
information to the recipient of the advice 
upon request of the recipient, and 

‘‘(IV) provides, without charge, accurate 
information to the recipient of the advice 
concerning any material change to the infor-
mation required to be provided to the recipi-
ent of the advice at a time reasonably con-
temporaneous to the change in information. 

‘‘(G) OTHER CONDITIONS.—The requirements 
of this subparagraph are met if— 

‘‘(i) the fiduciary adviser provides appro-
priate disclosure, in connection with the 
sale, acquisition, or holding of the security 
or other property, in accordance with all ap-
plicable securities laws, 

‘‘(ii) the sale, acquisition, or holding oc-
curs solely at the direction of the recipient 
of the advice, 

‘‘(iii) the compensation received by the fi-
duciary adviser and affiliates thereof in con-
nection with the sale, acquisition, or holding 
of the security or other property is reason-
able, and 

‘‘(iv) the terms of the sale, acquisition, or 
holding of the security or other property are 
at least as favorable to the plan as an arm’s 
length transaction would be. 

‘‘(H) STANDARDS FOR PRESENTATION OF IN-
FORMATION.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 
subparagraph are met if the notification re-
quired to be provided to participants and 
beneficiaries under subparagraph (F)(i) is 
written in a clear and conspicuous manner 
and in a manner calculated to be understood 

by the average plan participant and is suffi-
ciently accurate and comprehensive to rea-
sonably apprise such participants and bene-
ficiaries of the information required to be 
provided in the notification. 

‘‘(ii) MODEL FORM FOR DISCLOSURE OF FEES 
AND OTHER COMPENSATION.—The Secretary of 
Labor shall issue a model form for the disclo-
sure of fees and other compensation required 
in subparagraph (F)(i)(III) which meets the 
requirements of clause (i). 

‘‘(I) MAINTENANCE FOR 6 YEARS OF EVIDENCE 
OF COMPLIANCE.—The requirements of this 
subparagraph are met if a fiduciary adviser 
who has provided advice referred to in sub-
paragraph (A) maintains, for a period of not 
less than 6 years after the provision of the 
advice, any records necessary for deter-
mining whether the requirements of the pre-
ceding provisions of this paragraph and of 
subsection (d)(17) have been met. A trans-
action prohibited under section 406 shall not 
be considered to have occurred solely be-
cause the records are lost or destroyed prior 
to the end of the 6-year period due to cir-
cumstances beyond the control of the fidu-
ciary adviser. 

‘‘(J) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this 
paragraph and subsection (d)(17)— 

‘‘(i) FIDUCIARY ADVISER.—The term ‘fidu-
ciary adviser’ means, with respect to a plan, 
a person who is a fiduciary of the plan by 
reason of the provision of investment advice 
by the person to the participant or bene-
ficiary of the plan and who is— 

‘‘(I) registered as an investment adviser 
under the Investment Advisers Act of 1940 (15 
U.S.C. 80b–1 et seq.) or under the laws of the 
State in which the fiduciary maintains its 
principal office and place of business, 

‘‘(II) a bank or similar financial institution 
referred to in section 408(b)(4) or a savings 
association (as defined in section 3(b)(1) of 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Act (12 U.S.C. 
1813(b)(1)), but only if the advice is provided 
through a trust department of the bank or 
similar financial institution or savings asso-
ciation which is subject to periodic examina-
tion and review by Federal or State banking 
authorities, 

‘‘(III) an insurance company qualified to do 
business under the laws of a State, 

‘‘(IV) a person registered as a broker or 
dealer under the Securities Exchange Act of 
1934 (15 U.S.C. 78a et seq.), 

‘‘(V) an affiliate of a person described in 
any of subclauses (I) through (IV), or 

‘‘(VI) an employee, agent, or registered 
representative of a person described in sub-
clauses (I) through (V) who satisfies the re-
quirements of applicable insurance, banking, 
and securities laws relating to the provision 
of the advice. 
For purposes of this title, a person who de-
velops the computer model described in sub-
paragraph (C)(ii) or markets the investment 
advice program or computer model shall be 
treated as a person who is a fiduciary of the 
plan by reason of the provision of investment 
advice referred to in subsection (e)(3)(B) to 
the participant or beneficiary and shall be 
treated as a fiduciary adviser for purposes of 
this paragraph and subsection (d)(17), except 
that the Secretary of Labor may prescribe 
rules under which only 1 fiduciary adviser 
may elect to be treated as a fiduciary with 
respect to the plan. 

‘‘(ii) AFFILIATE.—The term ‘affiliate’ of an-
other entity means an affiliated person of 
the entity (as defined in section 2(a)(3) of the 
Investment Company Act of 1940 (15 U.S.C. 
80a–2(a)(3))). 

‘‘(iii) REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE.—The 
term ‘registered representative’ of another 
entity means a person described in section 
3(a)(18) of the Securities Exchange Act of 
1934 (15 U.S.C. 78c(a)(18)) (substituting the 
entity for the broker or dealer referred to in 
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such section) or a person described in section 
202(a)(17) of the Investment Advisers Act of 
1940 (15 U.S.C. 80b–2(a)(17)) (substituting the 
entity for the investment adviser referred to 
in such section).’’. 

(3) DETERMINATION OF FEASIBILITY OF APPLI-
CATION OF COMPUTER MODEL INVESTMENT AD-
VICE PROGRAMS FOR INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
AND SIMILAR PLANS.— 

(A) SOLICITATION OF INFORMATION.—As soon 
as practicable after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Labor, in 
consultation with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, shall— 

(i) solicit information as to the feasibility 
of the application of computer model invest-
ment advice programs for plans described in 
subparagraphs (B) through (F) (and so much 
of subparagraph (G) as relates to such sub-
paragraphs) of section 4975(e)(1) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986, including soliciting 
information from— 

(I) at least the top 50 trustees of such 
plans, determined on the basis of assets held 
by such trustees, and 

(II) other persons offering computer model 
investment advice programs based on non-
proprietary products, and 

(ii) shall on the basis of such information 
make the determination under subparagraph 
(B). 
The information solicited by the Secretary 
of Labor under clause (i) from persons de-
scribed in subclauses (I) and (II) of clause (i) 
shall include information on computer mod-
eling capabilities of such persons with re-
spect to the current year and preceding year, 
including such capabilities for investment 
accounts maintained by such persons. 

(B) DETERMINATION OF FEASIBILITY.—The 
Secretary of Labor, in consultation with the 
Secretary of the Treasury, shall, on the basis 
of information received under subparagraph 
(A), determine whether there is any com-
puter model investment advice program 
which may be utilized by a plan described in 
subparagraph (A)(i) to provide investment 
advice to the account beneficiary of the plan 
which— 

(i) utilizes relevant information about the 
account beneficiary, which may include age, 
life expectancy, retirement age, risk toler-
ance, other assets or sources of income, and 
preferences as to certain types of invest-
ments, 

(ii) takes into account the full range of in-
vestments, including equities and bonds, in 
determining the options for the investment 
portfolio of the account beneficiary, and 

(iii) allows the account beneficiary, in di-
recting the investment of assets, sufficient 
flexibility in obtaining advice to evaluate 
and select investment options. 
The Secretary of Labor shall report the re-
sults of such determination to the commit-
tees of Congress referred to in subparagraph 
(D)(ii) not later than December 31, 2007. 

(C) APPLICATION OF COMPUTER MODEL IN-
VESTMENT ADVICE PROGRAM.— 

(i) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED FOR USE OF 
COMPUTER MODEL.— 

(I) RESTRICTION ON USE.—Subclause (II) of 
section 4975(f)(8)(B)(i) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 shall not apply to a plan 
described in subparagraph (A)(i). 

(II) RESTRICTION LIFTED IF MODEL CER-
TIFIED.—If the Secretary of Labor deter-
mines under subparagraph (B) or (D) that 
there is a computer model investment advice 
program described in subparagraph (B), sub-
clause (I) shall cease to apply as of the date 
of such determination. 

(ii) CLASS EXEMPTION IF NO INITIAL CERTIFI-
CATION BY SECRETARY.—If the Secretary of 
Labor determines under subparagraph (B) 
that there is no computer model investment 
advice program described in subparagraph 
(B), the Secretary of Labor shall grant a 

class exemption from treatment as a prohib-
ited transaction under section 4975(c) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to any trans-
action described in section 4975(d)(17)(A) of 
such Code with respect to plans described in 
subparagraph (A)(i), subject to such condi-
tions as set forth in such exemption as are in 
the interests of the plan and its account ben-
eficiary and protective of the rights of the 
account beneficiary and as are necessary 
to— 

(I) ensure the requirements of sections 
4975(d)(17) and 4975(f)(8) (other than subpara-
graph (C) thereof) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 are met, and 

(II) ensure the investment advice provided 
under the investment advice program uti-
lizes prescribed objective criteria to provide 
asset allocation portfolios comprised of secu-
rities or other property available as invest-
ments under the plan. 
If the Secretary of Labor solicits any infor-
mation under subparagraph (A) from a per-
son and such person does not provide such in-
formation within 60 days after the solicita-
tion, then, unless such failure was due to 
reasonable cause and not wilful neglect, such 
person shall not be entitled to utilize the 
class exemption under this clause. 

(D) SUBSEQUENT DETERMINATION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary of Labor 

initially makes a determination described in 
subparagraph (C)(ii), the Secretary may sub-
sequently determine that there is a com-
puter model investment advice program de-
scribed in subparagraph (B). If the Secretary 
makes such subsequent determination, then 
the class exemption described in subpara-
graph (C)(ii) shall cease to apply after the 
later of— 

(I) the date which is 2 years after such sub-
sequent determination, or 

(II) the date which is 3 years after the first 
date on which such exemption took effect. 

(ii) REQUESTS FOR DETERMINATION.—Any 
person may request the Secretary of Labor 
to make a determination under this subpara-
graph with respect to any computer model 
investment advice program, and the Sec-
retary of Labor shall make a determination 
with respect to such request within 90 days. 
If the Secretary of Labor makes a deter-
mination that such program is not described 
in subparagraph (B), the Secretary shall, 
within 10 days of such determination, notify 
the Committee on Ways and Means and the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Finance and the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of 
the Senate of such determination and the 
reasons for such determination. 

(E) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The provisions of 
this paragraph shall take effect on the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 

(4) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Except as provided in 
this subsection, the amendments made by 
this subsection shall apply with respect to 
advice referred to in section 4975(c)(3)(B) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 provided 
after December 31, 2006. 

(c) COORDINATION WITH EXISTING EXEMP-
TIONS.—Any exemption under section 408(b) 
of the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974 and section 4975(d) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 provided by the 
amendments made by this section shall not 
in any manner alter existing individual or 
class exemptions, provided by statute or ad-
ministrative action. 

Subtitle B—Prohibited Transactions 
SEC. 611. PROHIBITED TRANSACTION RULES RE-

LATING TO FINANCIAL INVEST-
MENTS. 

(a) EXEMPTION FOR BLOCK TRADING.— 
(1) AMENDMENTS TO EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT 

INCOME SECURITY ACT OF 1974.—Section 408(b) 

of such Act (29 U.S.C. 1108(b)), as amended by 
section 601, is amended by adding at the end 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(15)(A) Any transaction involving the pur-
chase or sale of securities, or other property 
(as determined by the Secretary), between a 
plan and a party in interest (other than a fi-
duciary described in section 3(21)(A)) with re-
spect to a plan if— 

‘‘(i) the transaction involves a block trade, 
‘‘(ii) at the time of the transaction, the in-

terest of the plan (together with the inter-
ests of any other plans maintained by the 
same plan sponsor), does not exceed 10 per-
cent of the aggregate size of the block trade, 

‘‘(iii) the terms of the transaction, includ-
ing the price, are at least as favorable to the 
plan as an arm’s length transaction, and 

‘‘(iv) the compensation associated with the 
purchase and sale is not greater than the 
compensation associated with an arm’s 
length transaction with an unrelated party. 

‘‘(B) For purposes of this paragraph, the 
term ‘block trade’ means any trade of at 
least 10,000 shares or with a market value of 
at least $200,000 which will be allocated 
across two or more unrelated client accounts 
of a fiduciary.’’. 

(2) AMENDMENTS TO INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE OF 1986.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section 
4975 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (re-
lating to exemptions), as amended by section 
601, is amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end 
of paragraph (16), by striking the period at 
the end of paragraph (17) and inserting ‘‘, 
or’’, and by adding at the end the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(18) any transaction involving the pur-
chase or sale of securities, or other property 
(as determined by the Secretary of Labor), 
between a plan and a party in interest (other 
than a fiduciary described in subsection 
(e)(3)(B)) with respect to a plan if— 

‘‘(A) the transaction involves a block 
trade, 

‘‘(B) at the time of the transaction, the in-
terest of the plan (together with the inter-
ests of any other plans maintained by the 
same plan sponsor), does not exceed 10 per-
cent of the aggregate size of the block trade, 

‘‘(C) the terms of the transaction, includ-
ing the price, are at least as favorable to the 
plan as an arm’s length transaction, and 

‘‘(D) the compensation associated with the 
purchase and sale is not greater than the 
compensation associated with an arm’s 
length transaction with an unrelated 
party.’’. 

(B) SPECIAL RULE RELATING TO BLOCK 
TRADE.—Subsection (f) of section 4975 of such 
Code (relating to other definitions and spe-
cial rules), as amended by section 601, is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(9) BLOCK TRADE.—The term ‘block trade’ 
means any trade of at least 10,000 shares or 
with a market value of at least $200,000 
which will be allocated across two or more 
unrelated client accounts of a fiduciary.’’. 

(b) BONDING RELIEF.—Section 412(a) of such 
Act (29 U.S.C. 1112(a)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3), 

(2) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of para-
graph (1), and 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(2) no bond shall be required of any entity 
which is registered as a broker or a dealer 
under section 15(b) of the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78o(b)) if the 
broker or dealer is subject to the fidelity 
bond requirements of a self-regulatory orga-
nization (within the meaning of section 
3(a)(26) of such Act (15 U.S.C. 78c(a)(26)).’’. 

(c) EXEMPTION FOR ELECTRONIC COMMUNICA-
TION NETWORK.— 
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(1) AMENDMENTS TO EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT 

INCOME SECURITY ACT OF 1974.—Section 408(b) 
of such Act, as amended by subsection (a), is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(16) Any transaction involving the pur-
chase or sale of securities, or other property 
(as determined by the Secretary), between a 
plan and a party in interest if— 

‘‘(A) the transaction is executed through 
an electronic communication network, alter-
native trading system, or similar execution 
system or trading venue subject to regula-
tion and oversight by— 

‘‘(i) the applicable Federal regulating enti-
ty, or 

‘‘(ii) such foreign regulatory entity as the 
Secretary may determine by regulation, 

‘‘(B) either— 
‘‘(i) the transaction is effected pursuant to 

rules designed to match purchases and sales 
at the best price available through the exe-
cution system in accordance with applicable 
rules of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission or other relevant governmental au-
thority, or 

‘‘(ii) neither the execution system nor the 
parties to the transaction take into account 
the identity of the parties in the execution 
of trades, 

‘‘(C) the price and compensation associated 
with the purchase and sale are not greater 
than the price and compensation associated 
with an arm’s length transaction with an un-
related party, 

‘‘(D) if the party in interest has an owner-
ship interest in the system or venue de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), the system or 
venue has been authorized by the plan spon-
sor or other independent fiduciary for trans-
actions described in this paragraph, and 

‘‘(E) not less than 30 days prior to the ini-
tial transaction described in this paragraph 
executed through any system or venue de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), a plan fiduciary 
is provided written or electronic notice of 
the execution of such transaction through 
such system or venue.’’. 

(2) AMENDMENTS TO INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE OF 1986.—Subsection (d) of section 4975 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relat-
ing to exemptions), as amended by sub-
section (a), is amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at 
the end of paragraph (17), by striking the pe-
riod at the end of paragraph (18) and insert-
ing ‘‘, or’’, and by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(19) any transaction involving the pur-
chase or sale of securities, or other property 
(as determined by the Secretary of Labor), 
between a plan and a party in interest if— 

‘‘(A) the transaction is executed through 
an electronic communication network, alter-
native trading system, or similar execution 
system or trading venue subject to regula-
tion and oversight by— 

‘‘(i) the applicable Federal regulating enti-
ty, or 

‘‘(ii) such foreign regulatory entity as the 
Secretary of Labor may determine by regu-
lation, 

‘‘(B) either— 
‘‘(i) the transaction is effected pursuant to 

rules designed to match purchases and sales 
at the best price available through the exe-
cution system in accordance with applicable 
rules of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission or other relevant governmental au-
thority, or 

‘‘(ii) neither the execution system nor the 
parties to the transaction take into account 
the identity of the parties in the execution 
of trades, 

‘‘(C) the price and compensation associated 
with the purchase and sale are not greater 
than the price and compensation associated 
with an arm’s length transaction with an un-
related party, 

‘‘(D) if the party in interest has an owner-
ship interest in the system or venue de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), the system or 
venue has been authorized by the plan spon-
sor or other independent fiduciary for trans-
actions described in this paragraph, and 

‘‘(E) not less than 30 days prior to the ini-
tial transaction described in this paragraph 
executed through any system or venue de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), a plan fiduciary 
is provided written or electronic notice of 
the execution of such transaction through 
such system or venue.’’. 

(d) EXEMPTION FOR SERVICE PROVIDERS.— 
(1) AMENDMENTS TO EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT 

INCOME SECURITY ACT OF 1974.—Section 408(b) 
of such Act (29 U.S.C. 1106), as amended by 
subsection (c), is amended by adding at the 
end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(17)(A) Transactions described in subpara-
graphs (A), (B), and (D) of section 406(a)(1) 
between a plan and a person that is a party 
in interest other than a fiduciary (or an affil-
iate) who has or exercises any discretionary 
authority or control with respect to the in-
vestment of the plan assets involved in the 
transaction or renders investment advice 
(within the meaning of section 3(21)(A)(ii)) 
with respect to those assets, solely by reason 
of providing services to the plan or solely by 
reason of a relationship to such a service 
provider described in subparagraph (F), (G), 
(H), or (I) of section 3(14), or both, but only 
if in connection with such transaction the 
plan receives no less, nor pays no more, than 
adequate consideration. 

‘‘(B) For purposes of this paragraph, the 
term ‘adequate consideration’ means— 

‘‘(i) in the case of a security for which 
there is a generally recognized market— 

‘‘(I) the price of the security prevailing on 
a national securities exchange which is reg-
istered under section 6 of the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934, taking into account fac-
tors such as the size of the transaction and 
marketability of the security, or 

‘‘(II) if the security is not traded on such a 
national securities exchange, a price not less 
favorable to the plan than the offering price 
for the security as established by the current 
bid and asked prices quoted by persons inde-
pendent of the issuer and of the party in in-
terest, taking into account factors such as 
the size of the transaction and marketability 
of the security, and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of an asset other than a se-
curity for which there is a generally recog-
nized market, the fair market value of the 
asset as determined in good faith by a fidu-
ciary or fiduciaries in accordance with regu-
lations prescribed by the Secretary.’’. 

(2) AMENDMENT TO INTERNAL REVENUE CODE 
OF 1986.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section 
4975 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (re-
lating to exemptions), as amended by sub-
section (c), is amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at 
the end of paragraph (18), by striking the pe-
riod at the end of paragraph (19) and insert-
ing ‘‘, or’’, and by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(20) transactions described in subpara-
graphs (A), (B), and (D) of subsection (c)(1) 
between a plan and a person that is a party 
in interest other than a fiduciary (or an affil-
iate) who has or exercises any discretionary 
authority or control with respect to the in-
vestment of the plan assets involved in the 
transaction or renders investment advice 
(within the meaning of subsection (e)(3)(B)) 
with respect to those assets, solely by reason 
of providing services to the plan or solely by 
reason of a relationship to such a service 
provider described in subparagraph (F), (G), 
(H), or (I) of subsection (e)(2), or both, but 
only if in connection with such transaction 
the plan receives no less, nor pays no more, 
than adequate consideration.’’. 

(B) SPECIAL RULE RELATING TO SERVICE PRO-
VIDERS.—Subsection (f) of section 4975 of 
such Code (relating to other definitions and 
special rules), as amended by subsection (a), 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(10) ADEQUATE CONSIDERATION.—The term 
‘adequate consideration’ means— 

‘‘(A) in the case of a security for which 
there is a generally recognized market— 

‘‘(i) the price of the security prevailing on 
a national securities exchange which is reg-
istered under section 6 of the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934, taking into account fac-
tors such as the size of the transaction and 
marketability of the security, or 

‘‘(ii) if the security is not traded on such a 
national securities exchange, a price not less 
favorable to the plan than the offering price 
for the security as established by the current 
bid and asked prices quoted by persons inde-
pendent of the issuer and of the party in in-
terest, taking into account factors such as 
the size of the transaction and marketability 
of the security, and 

‘‘(B) in the case of an asset other than a se-
curity for which there is a generally recog-
nized market, the fair market value of the 
asset as determined in good faith by a fidu-
ciary or fiduciaries in accordance with regu-
lations prescribed by the Secretary of 
Labor.’’. 

(e) RELIEF FOR FOREIGN EXCHANGE TRANS-
ACTIONS.— 

(1) AMENDMENTS TO EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT 
INCOME SECURITY ACT OF 1974.—Section 408(b) 
of such Act (29 U.S.C. 1108(b)), as amended by 
subsection (d), is amended by adding at the 
end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(18) FOREIGN EXCHANGE TRANSACTIONS.— 
Any foreign exchange transactions, between 
a bank or broker-dealer (or any affiliate of 
either), and a plan (as defined in section 3(3)) 
with respect to which such bank or broker- 
dealer (or affiliate) is a trustee, custodian, 
fiduciary, or other party in interest, if— 

‘‘(A) the transaction is in connection with 
the purchase, holding, or sale of securities or 
other investment assets (other than a for-
eign exchange transaction unrelated to any 
other investment in securities or other in-
vestment assets), 

‘‘(B) at the time the foreign exchange 
transaction is entered into, the terms of the 
transaction are not less favorable to the plan 
than the terms generally available in com-
parable arm’s length foreign exchange trans-
actions between unrelated parties, or the 
terms afforded by the bank or broker-dealer 
(or any affiliate of either) in comparable 
arm’s-length foreign exchange transactions 
involving unrelated parties, 

‘‘(C) the exchange rate used by such bank 
or broker-dealer (or affiliate) for a particular 
foreign exchange transaction does not devi-
ate by more or less than 3 percent from the 
interbank bid and asked rates for trans-
actions of comparable size and maturity at 
the time of the transaction as displayed on 
an independent service that reports rates of 
exchange in the foreign currency market for 
such currency, and 

‘‘(D) the bank or broker-dealer (or any af-
filiate of either) does not have investment 
discretion, or provide investment advice, 
with respect to the transaction.’’. 

(2) AMENDMENT TO INTERNAL REVENUE CODE 
OF 1986.—Subsection (d) of section 4975 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to ex-
emptions), as amended by subsection (d), is 
amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of para-
graph (19), by striking the period at the end 
of paragraph (20) and inserting ‘‘, or’’, and by 
adding at the end the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(21) any foreign exchange transactions, 
between a bank or broker-dealer (or any af-
filiate of either) and a plan (as defined in 
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this section) with respect to which such 
bank or broker-dealer (or affiliate) is a trust-
ee, custodian, fiduciary, or other party in in-
terest person, if— 

‘‘(A) the transaction is in connection with 
the purchase, holding, or sale of securities or 
other investment assets (other than a for-
eign exchange transaction unrelated to any 
other investment in securities or other in-
vestment assets), 

‘‘(B) at the time the foreign exchange 
transaction is entered into, the terms of the 
transaction are not less favorable to the plan 
than the terms generally available in com-
parable arm’s length foreign exchange trans-
actions between unrelated parties, or the 
terms afforded by the bank or broker-dealer 
(or any affiliate of either) in comparable 
arm’s-length foreign exchange transactions 
involving unrelated parties, 

‘‘(C) the exchange rate used by such bank 
or broker-dealer (or affiliate) for a particular 
foreign exchange transaction does not devi-
ate by more or less than 3 percent from the 
interbank bid and asked rates for trans-
actions of comparable size and maturity at 
the time of the transaction as displayed on 
an independent service that reports rates of 
exchange in the foreign currency market for 
such currency, and 

‘‘(D) the bank or broker-dealer (or any af-
filiate of either) does not have investment 
discretion, or provide investment advice, 
with respect to the transaction.’’. 

(f) DEFINITION OF PLAN ASSET VEHICLE.— 
Section 3 of such Act (29 U.S.C. 1002) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(42) the term ‘plan assets’ means plan as-
sets as defined by such regulations as the 
Secretary may prescribe, except that under 
such regulations the assets of any entity 
shall not be treated as plan assets if, imme-
diately after the most recent acquisition of 
any equity interest in the entity, less than 25 
percent of the total value of each class of eq-
uity interest in the entity is held by benefit 
plan investors. For purposes of determina-
tions pursuant to this paragraph, the value 
of any equity interest held by a person 
(other than such a benefit plan investor) who 
has discretionary authority or control with 
respect to the assets of the entity or any per-
son who provides investment advice for a fee 
(direct or indirect) with respect to such as-
sets, or any affiliate of such a person, shall 
be disregarded for purposes of calculating 
the 25 percent threshold. An entity shall be 
considered to hold plan assets only to the ex-
tent of the percentage of the equity interest 
held by benefit plan investors. For purposes 
of this paragraph, the term ‘benefit plan in-
vestor’ means an employee benefit plan sub-
ject to part 4, any plan to which section 4975 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 applies, 
and any entity whose underlying assets in-
clude plan assets by reason of a plan’s in-
vestment in such entity.’’. 

(g) EXEMPTION FOR CROSS TRADING.— 
(1) AMENDMENTS TO EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT 

INCOME SECURITY ACT OF 1974.—Section 408(b) 
of such Act (29 U.S.C. 1108(b)), as amended by 
subsection (e), is amended by adding at the 
end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(19) CROSS TRADING.—Any transaction de-
scribed in sections 406(a)(1)(A) and 406(b)(2) 
involving the purchase and sale of a security 
between a plan and any other account man-
aged by the same investment manager, if— 

‘‘(A) the transaction is a purchase or sale, 
for no consideration other than cash pay-
ment against prompt delivery of a security 
for which market quotations are readily 
available, 

‘‘(B) the transaction is effected at the inde-
pendent current market price of the security 
(within the meaning of section 270.17a–7(b) of 
title 17, Code of Federal Regulations), 

‘‘(C) no brokerage commission, fee (except 
for customary transfer fees, the fact of which 
is disclosed pursuant to subparagraph (D)), 
or other remuneration is paid in connection 
with the transaction, 

‘‘(D) a fiduciary (other than the invest-
ment manager engaging in the cross-trades 
or any affiliate) for each plan participating 
in the transaction authorizes in advance of 
any cross-trades (in a document that is sepa-
rate from any other written agreement of 
the parties) the investment manager to en-
gage in cross trades at the investment man-
ager’s discretion, after such fiduciary has re-
ceived disclosure regarding the conditions 
under which cross trades may take place 
(but only if such disclosure is separate from 
any other agreement or disclosure involving 
the asset management relationship), includ-
ing the written policies and procedures of 
the investment manager described in sub-
paragraph (H), 

‘‘(E) each plan participating in the trans-
action has assets of at least $100,000,000, ex-
cept that if the assets of a plan are invested 
in a master trust containing the assets of 
plans maintained by employers in the same 
controlled group (as defined in section 
407(d)(7)), the master trust has assets of at 
least $100,000,000, 

‘‘(F) the investment manager provides to 
the plan fiduciary who authorized cross trad-
ing under subparagraph (D) a quarterly re-
port detailing all cross trades executed by 
the investment manager in which the plan 
participated during such quarter, including 
the following information, as applicable: (i) 
the identity of each security bought or sold; 
(ii) the number of shares or units traded, (iii) 
the parties involved in the cross-trade; and 
(iv) trade price and the method used to es-
tablish the trade price, 

‘‘(G) the investment manager does not base 
its fee schedule on the plan‘s consent to 
cross trading, and no other service (other 
than the investment opportunities and cost 
savings available through a cross trade) is 
conditioned on the plan’s consent to cross 
trading, 

‘‘(H) the investment manager has adopted, 
and cross-trades are effected in accordance 
with, written cross-trading policies and pro-
cedures that are fair and equitable to all ac-
counts participating in the cross-trading 
program, and that include a description of 
the manager’s pricing policies and proce-
dures, and the manager’s policies and proce-
dures for allocating cross trades in an objec-
tive manner among accounts participating in 
the cross-trading program, and 

‘‘(I) the investment manager has des-
ignated an individual responsible for periodi-
cally reviewing such purchases and sales to 
ensure compliance with the written policies 
and procedures described in subparagraph 
(H), and following such review, the indi-
vidual shall issue an annual written report 
no later than 90 days following the period to 
which it relates signed under penalty of per-
jury to the plan fiduciary who authorized 
cross trading under subparagraph (D) de-
scribing the steps performed during the 
course of the review, the level of compliance, 
and any specific instances of non-compli-
ance. 
The written report under subparagraph (I) 
shall also notify the plan fiduciary of the 
plan’s right to terminate participation in the 
investment manager’s cross-trading program 
at any time.’’. 

(2) AMENDMENTS OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE OF 1986.—Subsection (d) of section 4975 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relat-
ing to exemptions), as amended by sub-
section (e), is amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at 
the end of paragraph (20), by striking the pe-
riod at the end of paragraph (21) and insert-

ing ‘‘, or’’, and by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(22) any transaction described in sub-
section (c)(1)(A) involving the purchase and 
sale of a security between a plan and any 
other account managed by the same invest-
ment manager, if— 

‘‘(A) the transaction is a purchase or sale, 
for no consideration other than cash pay-
ment against prompt delivery of a security 
for which market quotations are readily 
available, 

‘‘(B) the transaction is effected at the inde-
pendent current market price of the security 
(within the meaning of section 270.17a–7(b) of 
title 17, Code of Federal Regulations), 

‘‘(C) no brokerage commission, fee (except 
for customary transfer fees, the fact of which 
is disclosed pursuant to subparagraph (D)), 
or other remuneration is paid in connection 
with the transaction, 

‘‘(D) a fiduciary (other than the invest-
ment manager engaging in the cross-trades 
or any affiliate) for each plan participating 
in the transaction authorizes in advance of 
any cross-trades (in a document that is sepa-
rate from any other written agreement of 
the parties) the investment manager to en-
gage in cross trades at the investment man-
ager’s discretion, after such fiduciary has re-
ceived disclosure regarding the conditions 
under which cross trades may take place 
(but only if such disclosure is separate from 
any other agreement or disclosure involving 
the asset management relationship), includ-
ing the written policies and procedures of 
the investment manager described in sub-
paragraph (H), 

‘‘(E) each plan participating in the trans-
action has assets of at least $100,000,000, ex-
cept that if the assets of a plan are invested 
in a master trust containing the assets of 
plans maintained by employers in the same 
controlled group (as defined in section 
407(d)(7) of the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974), the master trust has 
assets of at least $100,000,000, 

‘‘(F) the investment manager provides to 
the plan fiduciary who authorized cross trad-
ing under subparagraph (D) a quarterly re-
port detailing all cross trades executed by 
the investment manager in which the plan 
participated during such quarter, including 
the following information, as applicable: (i) 
the identity of each security bought or sold; 
(ii) the number of shares or units traded, (iii) 
the parties involved in the cross-trade; and 
(iv) trade price and the method used to es-
tablish the trade price, 

‘‘(G) the investment manager does not base 
its fee schedule on the plan‘s consent to 
cross trading, and no other service (other 
than the investment opportunities and cost 
savings available through a cross trade) is 
conditioned on the plan’s consent to cross 
trading, 

‘‘(H) the investment manager has adopted, 
and cross-trades are effected in accordance 
with, written cross-trading policies and pro-
cedures that are fair and equitable to all ac-
counts participating in the cross-trading 
program, and that include a description of 
the manager’s pricing policies and proce-
dures, and the manager’s policies and proce-
dures for allocating cross trades in an objec-
tive manner among accounts participating in 
the cross-trading program, and 

‘‘(I) the investment manager has des-
ignated an individual responsible for periodi-
cally reviewing such purchases and sales to 
ensure compliance with the written policies 
and procedures described in subparagraph 
(H), and following such review, the indi-
vidual shall issue an annual written report 
no later than 90 days following the period to 
which it relates signed under penalty of per-
jury to the plan fiduciary who authorized 
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cross trading under subparagraph (D) de-
scribing the steps performed during the 
course of the review, the level of compliance, 
and any specific instances of non-compli-
ance. 
The written report shall also notify the plan 
fiduciary of the plan’s right to terminate 
participation in the investment manager’s 
cross-trading program at any time.’’. 

(3) REGULATIONS.—No later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Labor, after consultation 
with the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion, shall issue regulations regarding the 
content of policies and procedures required 
to be adopted by an investment manager 
under section 408(b)(19) of the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974. 

(h) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendments made by this 
section shall apply to transactions occurring 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) BONDING RULE.—The amendments made 
by subsection (b) shall apply to plan years 
beginning after such date. 

SEC. 612. CORRECTION PERIOD FOR CERTAIN 
TRANSACTIONS INVOLVING SECURI-
TIES AND COMMODITIES. 

(a) AMENDMENT OF EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT 
INCOME SECURITY ACT OF 1974.—Section 408(b) 
of the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1108(b)), as amend-
ed by sections 601 and 611, is further amended 
by adding at the end the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(20)(A) Except as provided in subpara-
graphs (B) and (C), a transaction described in 
section 406(a) in connection with the acquisi-
tion, holding, or disposition of any security 
or commodity, if the transaction is corrected 
before the end of the correction period. 

‘‘(B) Subparagraph (A) does not apply to 
any transaction between a plan and a plan 
sponsor or its affiliates that involves the ac-
quisition or sale of an employer security (as 
defined in section 407(d)(1)) or the acquisi-
tion, sale, or lease of employer real property 
(as defined in section 407(d)(2)). 

‘‘(C) In the case of any fiduciary or other 
party in interest (or any other person know-
ingly participating in such transaction), sub-
paragraph (A) does not apply to any trans-
action if, at the time the transaction occurs, 
such fiduciary or party in interest (or other 
person) knew (or reasonably should have 
known) that the transaction would (without 
regard to this paragraph) constitute a viola-
tion of section 406(a). 

‘‘(D) For purposes of this paragraph, the 
term ‘correction period’ means, in connec-
tion with a fiduciary or party in interest (or 
other person knowingly participating in the 
transaction), the 14-day period beginning on 
the date on which such fiduciary or party in 
interest (or other person) discovers, or rea-
sonably should have discovered, that the 
transaction would (without regard to this 
paragraph) constitute a violation of section 
406(a). 

‘‘(E) For purposes of this paragraph— 
‘‘(i) The term ‘security’ has the meaning 

given such term by section 475(c)(2) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (without regard 
to subparagraph (F)(iii) and the last sentence 
thereof). 

‘‘(ii) The term ‘commodity’ has the mean-
ing given such term by section 475(e)(2) of 
such Code (without regard to subparagraph 
(D)(iii) thereof). 

‘‘(iii) The term ‘correct’ means, with re-
spect to a transaction— 

‘‘(I) to undo the transaction to the extent 
possible and in any case to make good to the 
plan or affected account any losses resulting 
from the transaction, and 

‘‘(II) to restore to the plan or affected ac-
count any profits made through the use of 
assets of the plan.’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT OF INTERNAL REVENUE CODE 
OF 1986.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section 
4975 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (re-
lating to exemptions), as amended by sec-
tions 601 and 611, is amended by striking 
‘‘or’’ at the end of paragraph (21), by striking 
the period at the end of paragraph (22) and 
inserting ‘‘, or’’, and by adding at the end the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(23) except as provided in subsection 
(f)(11), a transaction described in subpara-
graph (A), (B), (C), or (D) of subsection (c)(1) 
in connection with the acquisition, holding, 
or disposition of any security or commodity, 
if the transaction is corrected before the end 
of the correction period.’’. 

(2) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO CORRECTION 
PERIOD.—Subsection (f) of section 4975 of 
such Code (relating to other definitions and 
special rules), as amended by sections 601 
and 611, is amended by adding at the end the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(11) CORRECTION PERIOD.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of sub-

section (d)(23), the term ‘correction period’ 
means the 14-day period beginning on the 
date on which the disqualified person dis-
covers, or reasonably should have discovered, 
that the transaction would (without regard 
to this paragraph and subsection (d)(23)) con-
stitute a prohibited transaction. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTIONS.— 
‘‘(i) EMPLOYER SECURITIES.—Subsection 

(d)(23) does not apply to any transaction be-
tween a plan and a plan sponsor or its affili-
ates that involves the acquisition or sale of 
an employer security (as defined in section 
407(d)(1)) or the acquisition, sale, or lease of 
employer real property (as defined in section 
407(d)(2)). 

‘‘(ii) KNOWING PROHIBITED TRANSACTION.—In 
the case of any disqualified person, sub-
section (d)(23) does not apply to a trans-
action if, at the time the transaction is en-
tered into, the disqualified person knew (or 
reasonably should have known) that the 
transaction would (without regard to this 
paragraph) constitute a prohibited trans-
action. 

‘‘(C) ABATEMENT OF TAX WHERE THERE IS A 
CORRECTION.—If a transaction is not treated 
as a prohibited transaction by reason of sub-
section (d)(23), then no tax under subsection 
(a) and (b) shall be assessed with respect to 
such transaction, and if assessed the assess-
ment shall be abated, and if collected shall 
be credited or refunded as an overpayment. 

‘‘(D) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this 
paragraph and subsection (d)(23)— 

‘‘(i) SECURITY.—The term ‘security’ has the 
meaning given such term by section 475(c)(2) 
(without regard to subparagraph (F)(iii) and 
the last sentence thereof). 

‘‘(ii) COMMODITY.—The term ‘commodity’ 
has the meaning given such term by section 
475(e)(2) (without regard to subparagraph 
(D)(iii) thereof). 

‘‘(iii) CORRECT.—The term ‘correct’ means, 
with respect to a transaction— 

‘‘(I) to undo the transaction to the extent 
possible and in any case to make good to the 
plan or affected account any losses resulting 
from the transaction, and 

‘‘(II) to restore to the plan or affected ac-
count any profits made through the use of 
assets of the plan.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to any 
transaction which the fiduciary or disquali-
fied person discovers, or reasonably should 
have discovered, after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act constitutes a prohibited 
transaction. 

Subtitle C—Fiduciary and Other Rules 
SEC. 621. INAPPLICABILITY OF RELIEF FROM FI-

DUCIARY LIABILITY DURING SUS-
PENSION OF ABILITY OF PARTICI-
PANT OR BENEFICIARY TO DIRECT 
INVESTMENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 404(c) of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1104(c)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and 

(B) as clauses (i) and (ii), respectively, and 
by inserting ‘‘(A)’’ after ‘‘(c)(1)’’, 

(B) in subparagraph (A)(ii) (as redesignated 
by paragraph (1)), by inserting before the pe-
riod the following: ‘‘, except that this clause 
shall not apply in connection with such par-
ticipant or beneficiary for any blackout pe-
riod during which the ability of such partici-
pant or beneficiary to direct the investment 
of the assets in his or her account is sus-
pended by a plan sponsor or fiduciary’’, and 

(C) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraphs: 

‘‘(B) If a person referred to in subparagraph 
(A)(ii) meets the requirements of this title in 
connection with authorizing and imple-
menting the blackout period, any person who 
is otherwise a fiduciary shall not be liable 
under this title for any loss occurring during 
such period. 

‘‘(C) For purposes of this paragraph, the 
term ‘blackout period’ has the meaning 
given such term by section 101(i)(7).’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4)(A) In any case in which a qualified 

change in investment options occurs in con-
nection with an individual account plan, a 
participant or beneficiary shall not be treat-
ed for purposes of paragraph (1) as not exer-
cising control over the assets in his account 
in connection with such change if the re-
quirements of subparagraph (C) are met in 
connection with such change. 

‘‘(B) For purposes of subparagraph (A), the 
term ‘qualified change in investment op-
tions’ means, in connection with an indi-
vidual account plan, a change in the invest-
ment options offered to the participant or 
beneficiary under the terms of the plan, 
under which— 

‘‘(i) the account of the participant or bene-
ficiary is reallocated among one or more re-
maining or new investment options which 
are offered in lieu of one or more investment 
options offered immediately prior to the ef-
fective date of the change, and 

‘‘(ii) the stated characteristics of the re-
maining or new investment options provided 
under clause (i), including characteristics re-
lating to risk and rate of return, are, as of 
immediately after the change, reasonably 
similar to those of the existing investment 
options as of immediately before the change. 

‘‘(C) The requirements of this subpara-
graph are met in connection with a qualified 
change in investment options if— 

‘‘(i) at least 30 days and no more than 60 
days prior to the effective date of the 
change, the plan administrator furnishes 
written notice of the change to the partici-
pants and beneficiaries, including informa-
tion comparing the existing and new invest-
ment options and an explanation that, in the 
absence of affirmative investment instruc-
tions from the participant or beneficiary to 
the contrary, the account of the participant 
or beneficiary will be invested in the manner 
described in subparagraph (B), 

‘‘(ii) the participant or beneficiary has not 
provided to the plan administrator, in ad-
vance of the effective date of the change, af-
firmative investment instructions contrary 
to the change, and 

‘‘(iii) the investments under the plan of the 
participant or beneficiary as in effect imme-
diately prior to the effective date of the 
change were the product of the exercise by 
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such participant or beneficiary of control 
over the assets of the account within the 
meaning of paragraph (1).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to plan years begin-
ning after December 31, 2007. 

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR COLLECTIVELY BAR-
GAINED AGREEMENTS.—In the case of a plan 
maintained pursuant to 1 or more collective 
bargaining agreements between employee 
representatives and 1 or more employers 
ratified on or before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, paragraph (1) shall be ap-
plied to benefits pursuant to, and individuals 
covered by, any such agreement by sub-
stituting for ‘‘December 31, 2007’’ the earlier 
of— 

(A) the later of— 
(i) December 31, 2008, or 
(ii) the date on which the last of such col-

lective bargaining agreements terminates 
(determined without regard to any extension 
thereof after such date of enactment), or 

(B) December 31, 2009. 
SEC. 622. INCREASE IN MAXIMUM BOND AMOUNT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 412(a) of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1112), as amended by section 
611(b), is amended by adding at the end the 
following: ‘‘In the case of a plan that holds 
employer securities (within the meaning of 
section 407(d)(1)), this subsection shall be ap-
plied by substituting ‘$1,000,000’ for ‘$500,000’ 
each place it appears.’’ 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to plan 
years beginning after December 31, 2007. 
SEC. 623. INCREASE IN PENALTIES FOR COER-

CIVE INTERFERENCE WITH EXER-
CISE OF ERISA RIGHTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 511 of the Em-
ployment Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1141) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘$10,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘$100,000’’, and 

(2) by striking ‘‘one year’’ and inserting 
‘‘10 years’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to viola-
tions occurring on and after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 624. TREATMENT OF INVESTMENT OF AS-

SETS BY PLAN WHERE PARTICIPANT 
FAILS TO EXERCISE INVESTMENT 
ELECTION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 404(c) of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1104(c)), as amended by section 
622, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) DEFAULT INVESTMENT ARRANGE-
MENTS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of para-
graph (1), a participant in an individual ac-
count plan meeting the notice requirements 
of subparagraph (B) shall be treated as exer-
cising control over the assets in the account 
with respect to the amount of contributions 
and earnings which, in the absence of an in-
vestment election by the participant, are in-
vested by the plan in accordance with regu-
lations prescribed by the Secretary. The reg-
ulations under this subparagraph shall pro-
vide guidance on the appropriateness of des-
ignating default investments that include a 
mix of asset classes consistent with capital 
preservation or long-term capital apprecia-
tion, or a blend of both. 

‘‘(B) NOTICE REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 

subparagraph are met if each participant— 
‘‘(I) receives, within a reasonable period of 

time before each plan year, a notice explain-
ing the employee’s right under the plan to 
designate how contributions and earnings 
will be invested and explaining how, in the 
absence of any investment election by the 

participant, such contributions and earnings 
will be invested, and 

‘‘(II) has a reasonable period of time after 
receipt of such notice and before the begin-
ning of the plan year to make such designa-
tion. 

‘‘(ii) FORM OF NOTICE.—The requirements of 
clauses (i) and (ii) of section 401(k)(12)(D) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 shall apply 
with respect to the notices described in this 
subparagraph.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to plan years begin-
ning after December 31, 2006. 

(2) REGULATIONS.—Final regulations under 
section 404(c)(5)(A) of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 (as added 
by this section) shall be issued no later than 
6 months after the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 
SEC. 625. CLARIFICATION OF FIDUCIARY RULES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Labor shall issue final regu-
lations clarifying that the selection of an an-
nuity contract as an optional form of dis-
tribution from an individual account plan to 
a participant or beneficiary— 

(1) is not subject to the safest available an-
nuity standard under Interpretive Bulletin 
95–1 (29 C.F.R. 2509.95–1), and 

(2) is subject to all otherwise applicable fi-
duciary standards. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall 
take effect on the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

TITLE VII—BENEFIT ACCRUAL 
STANDARDS 

SEC. 701. BENEFIT ACCRUAL STANDARDS. 
(a) AMENDMENTS TO THE EMPLOYEE RETIRE-

MENT INCOME SECURITY ACT OF 1974.— 
(1) RULES RELATING TO REDUCTION IN RATE 

OF BENEFIT ACCRUAL.—Section 204(b) of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1054(b)) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO AGE.— 
‘‘(A) COMPARISON TO SIMILARLY SITUATED 

YOUNGER INDIVIDUAL.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A plan shall not be treat-

ed as failing to meet the requirements of 
paragraph (1)(H)(i) if a participant’s accrued 
benefit, as determined as of any date under 
the terms of the plan, would be equal to or 
greater than that of any similarly situated, 
younger individual who is or could be a par-
ticipant. 

‘‘(ii) SIMILARLY SITUATED.—For purposes of 
this subparagraph, a participant is similarly 
situated to any other individual if such par-
ticipant is identical to such other individual 
in every respect (including period of service, 
compensation, position, date of hire, work 
history, and any other respect) except for 
age. 

‘‘(iii) DISREGARD OF SUBSIDIZED EARLY RE-
TIREMENT BENEFITS.—In determining the ac-
crued benefit as of any date for purposes of 
this clause, the subsidized portion of any 
early retirement benefit or retirement-type 
subsidy shall be disregarded. 

‘‘(iv) ACCRUED BENEFIT.—For purposes of 
this subparagraph, the accrued benefit may, 
under the terms of the plan, be expressed as 
an annuity payable at normal retirement 
age, the balance of a hypothetical account, 
or the current value of the accumulated per-
centage of the employee’s final average com-
pensation. 

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS.— 
‘‘(i) INTEREST CREDITS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—An applicable defined 

benefit plan shall be treated as failing to 
meet the requirements of paragraph (1)(H) 
unless the terms of the plan provide that any 
interest credit (or an equivalent amount) for 

any plan year shall be at a rate which is not 
greater than a market rate of return. A plan 
shall not be treated as failing to meet the re-
quirements of this subclause merely because 
the plan provides for a reasonable minimum 
guaranteed rate of return or for a rate of re-
turn that is equal to the greater of a fixed or 
variable rate of return. 

‘‘(II) PRESERVATION OF CAPITAL.—An inter-
est credit (or an equivalent amount) of less 
than zero shall in no event result in the ac-
count balance or similar amount being less 
than the aggregate amount of contributions 
credited to the account. 

‘‘(III) MARKET RATE OF RETURN.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury may provide by regu-
lation for rules governing the calculation of 
a market rate of return for purposes of sub-
clause (I) and for permissible methods of 
crediting interest to the account (including 
fixed or variable interest rates) resulting in 
effective rates of return meeting the require-
ments of subclause (I). 

‘‘(ii) SPECIAL RULE FOR PLAN CONVER-
SIONS.—If, after June 29, 2005, an applicable 
plan amendment is adopted, the plan shall be 
treated as failing to meet the requirements 
of paragraph (1)(H) unless the requirements 
of clause (iii) are met with respect to each 
individual who was a participant in the plan 
immediately before the adoption of the 
amendment. 

‘‘(iii) RATE OF BENEFIT ACCRUAL.—Subject 
to clause (iv), the requirements of this clause 
are met with respect to any participant if 
the accrued benefit of the participant under 
the terms of the plan as in effect after the 
amendment is not less than the sum of— 

‘‘(I) the participant’s accrued benefit for 
years of service before the effective date of 
the amendment, determined under the terms 
of the plan as in effect before the amend-
ment, plus 

‘‘(II) the participant’s accrued benefit for 
years of service after the effective date of 
the amendment, determined under the terms 
of the plan as in effect after the amendment. 

‘‘(iv) SPECIAL RULES FOR EARLY RETIREMENT 
SUBSIDIES.—For purposes of clause (iii)(I), 
the plan shall credit the accumulation ac-
count or similar amount with the amount of 
any early retirement benefit or retirement- 
type subsidy for the plan year in which the 
participant retires if, as of such time, the 
participant has met the age, years of service, 
and other requirements under the plan for 
entitlement to such benefit or subsidy. 

‘‘(v) APPLICABLE PLAN AMENDMENT.—For 
purposes of this subparagraph— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable 
plan amendment’ means an amendment to a 
defined benefit plan which has the effect of 
converting the plan to an applicable defined 
benefit plan. 

‘‘(II) SPECIAL RULE FOR COORDINATED BENE-
FITS.—If the benefits of 2 or more defined 
benefit plans established or maintained by 
an employer are coordinated in such a man-
ner as to have the effect of the adoption of 
an amendment described in subclause (I), the 
sponsor of the defined benefit plan or plans 
providing for such coordination shall be 
treated as having adopted such a plan 
amendment as of the date such coordination 
begins. 

‘‘(III) MULTIPLE AMENDMENTS.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall issue regula-
tions to prevent the avoidance of the pur-
poses of this subparagraph through the use of 
2 or more plan amendments rather than a 
single amendment. 

‘‘(IV) APPLICABLE DEFINED BENEFIT PLAN.— 
For purposes of this subparagraph, the term 
‘applicable defined benefit plan’ has the 
meaning given such term by section 203(f)(3). 

‘‘(vi) TERMINATION REQUIREMENTS.—An ap-
plicable defined benefit plan shall not be 
treated as meeting the requirements of 
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clause (i) unless the plan provides that, upon 
the termination of the plan— 

‘‘(I) if the interest credit rate (or an equiv-
alent amount) under the plan is a variable 
rate, the rate of interest used to determine 
accrued benefits under the plan shall be 
equal to the average of the rates of interest 
used under the plan during the 5-year period 
ending on the termination date, and 

‘‘(II) the interest rate and mortality table 
used to determine the amount of any benefit 
under the plan payable in the form of an an-
nuity payable at normal retirement age shall 
be the rate and table specified under the plan 
for such purpose as of the termination date, 
except that if such interest rate is a variable 
rate, the interest rate shall be determined 
under the rules of subclause (I). 

‘‘(C) CERTAIN OFFSETS PERMITTED.—A plan 
shall not be treated as failing to meet the re-
quirements of paragraph (1)(H)(i) solely be-
cause the plan provides offsets against bene-
fits under the plan to the extent such offsets 
are allowable in applying the requirements 
of section 401(a) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986. 

‘‘(D) PERMITTED DISPARITIES IN PLAN CON-
TRIBUTIONS OR BENEFITS.—A plan shall not be 
treated as failing to meet the requirements 
of paragraph (1)(H) solely because the plan 
provides a disparity in contributions or bene-
fits with respect to which the requirements 
of section 401(l) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 are met. 

‘‘(E) INDEXING PERMITTED.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A plan shall not be treat-

ed as failing to meet the requirements of 
paragraph (1)(H) solely because the plan pro-
vides for indexing of accrued benefits under 
the plan. 

‘‘(ii) PROTECTION AGAINST LOSS.—Except in 
the case of any benefit provided in the form 
of a variable annuity, clause (i) shall not 
apply with respect to any indexing which re-
sults in an accrued benefit less than the ac-
crued benefit determined without regard to 
such indexing. 

‘‘(iii) INDEXING.—For purposes of this sub-
paragraph, the term ‘indexing’ means, in 
connection with an accrued benefit, the peri-
odic adjustment of the accrued benefit by 
means of the application of a recognized in-
vestment index or methodology. 

‘‘(F) EARLY RETIREMENT BENEFIT OR RETIRE-
MENT-TYPE SUBSIDY.—For purposes of this 
paragraph, the terms ‘early retirement ben-
efit’ and ‘retirement-type subsidy’ have the 
meaning given such terms in subsection 
(g)(2)(A). 

‘‘(G) BENEFIT ACCRUED TO DATE.—For pur-
poses of this paragraph, any reference to the 
accrued benefit shall be a reference to such 
benefit accrued to date.’’. 

(2) DETERMINATIONS OF ACCRUED BENEFIT AS 
BALANCE OF BENEFIT ACCOUNT OR EQUIVALENT 
AMOUNTS.—Section 203 of such Act (29 U.S.C. 
1053) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(f) SPECIAL RULES FOR PLANS COMPUTING 
ACCRUED BENEFITS BY REFERENCE TO HYPO-
THETICAL ACCOUNT BALANCE OR EQUIVALENT 
AMOUNTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An applicable defined 
benefit plan shall not be treated as failing to 
meet— 

‘‘(A) subject to paragraph (2), the require-
ments of subsection (a)(2), or 

‘‘(B) the requirements of section 204(c) or 
section 205(g) with respect to contributions 
other than employee contributions, 
solely because the present value of the ac-
crued benefit (or any portion thereof) of any 
participant is, under the terms of the plan, 
equal to the amount expressed as the balance 
in the hypothetical account described in 
paragraph (3) or as an accumulated percent-
age of the participant’s final average com-
pensation. 

‘‘(2) 3-YEAR VESTING.—In the case of an ap-
plicable defined benefit plan, such plan shall 
be treated as meeting the requirements of 
subsection (a)(2) only if an employee who has 
completed at least 3 years of service has a 
nonforfeitable right to 100 percent of the em-
ployee’s accrued benefit derived from em-
ployer contributions. 

‘‘(3) APPLICABLE DEFINED BENEFIT PLAN AND 
RELATED RULES.—For purposes of this sub-
section— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable de-
fined benefit plan’ means a defined benefit 
plan under which the accrued benefit (or any 
portion thereof) is calculated as the balance 
of a hypothetical account maintained for the 
participant or as an accumulated percentage 
of the participant’s final average compensa-
tion. 

‘‘(B) REGULATIONS TO INCLUDE SIMILAR 
PLANS.—The Secretary of the Treasury shall 
issue regulations which include in the defini-
tion of an applicable defined benefit plan any 
defined benefit plan (or any portion of such 
a plan) which has an effect similar to an ap-
plicable defined benefit plan.’’. 

(b) AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE OF 1986.— 

(1) RULES RELATING TO REDUCTION IN RATE 
OF BENEFIT ACCRUAL.—Subsection (b) of sec-
tion 411 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO AGE.— 
‘‘(A) COMPARISON TO SIMILARLY SITUATED 

YOUNGER INDIVIDUAL.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A plan shall not be treat-

ed as failing to meet the requirements of 
paragraph (1)(H)(i) if a participant’s accrued 
benefit, as determined as of any date under 
the terms of the plan, would be equal to or 
greater than that of any similarly situated, 
younger individual who is or could be a par-
ticipant. 

‘‘(ii) SIMILARLY SITUATED.—For purposes of 
this subparagraph, a participant is similarly 
situated to any other individual if such par-
ticipant is identical to such other individual 
in every respect (including period of service, 
compensation, position, date of hire, work 
history, and any other respect) except for 
age. 

‘‘(iii) DISREGARD OF SUBSIDIZED EARLY RE-
TIREMENT BENEFITS.—In determining the ac-
crued benefit as of any date for purposes of 
this clause, the subsidized portion of any 
early retirement benefit or retirement-type 
subsidy shall be disregarded. 

‘‘(iv) ACCRUED BENEFIT.—For purposes of 
this subparagraph, the accrued benefit may, 
under the terms of the plan, be expressed as 
an annuity payable at normal retirement 
age, the balance of a hypothetical account, 
or the current value of the accumulated per-
centage of the employee’s final average com-
pensation. 

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS.— 
‘‘(i) INTEREST CREDITS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—An applicable defined 

benefit plan shall be treated as failing to 
meet the requirements of paragraph (1)(H) 
unless the terms of the plan provide that any 
interest credit (or an equivalent amount) for 
any plan year shall be at a rate which is not 
greater than a market rate of return. A plan 
shall not be treated as failing to meet the re-
quirements of this subclause merely because 
the plan provides for a reasonable minimum 
guaranteed rate of return or for a rate of re-
turn that is equal to the greater of a fixed or 
variable rate of return. 

‘‘(II) PRESERVATION OF CAPITAL.—An inter-
est credit (or an equivalent amount) of less 
than zero shall in no event result in the ac-
count balance or similar amount being less 
than the aggregate amount of contributions 
credited to the account. 

‘‘(III) MARKET RATE OF RETURN.—The Sec-
retary may provide by regulation for rules 
governing the calculation of a market rate of 
return for purposes of subclause (I) and for 
permissible methods of crediting interest to 
the account (including fixed or variable in-
terest rates) resulting in effective rates of 
return meeting the requirements of sub-
clause (I). 

‘‘(ii) SPECIAL RULE FOR PLAN CONVER-
SIONS.—If, after June 29, 2005, an applicable 
plan amendment is adopted, the plan shall be 
treated as failing to meet the requirements 
of paragraph (1)(H) unless the requirements 
of clause (iii) are met with respect to each 
individual who was a participant in the plan 
immediately before the adoption of the 
amendment. 

‘‘(iii) RATE OF BENEFIT ACCRUAL.—Subject 
to clause (iv), the requirements of this clause 
are met with respect to any participant if 
the accrued benefit of the participant under 
the terms of the plan as in effect after the 
amendment is not less than the sum of— 

‘‘(I) the participant’s accrued benefit for 
years of service before the effective date of 
the amendment, determined under the terms 
of the plan as in effect before the amend-
ment, plus 

‘‘(II) the participant’s accrued benefit for 
years of service after the effective date of 
the amendment, determined under the terms 
of the plan as in effect after the amendment. 

‘‘(iv) SPECIAL RULES FOR EARLY RETIREMENT 
SUBSIDIES.—For purposes of clause (iii)(I), 
the plan shall credit the accumulation ac-
count or similar amount with the amount of 
any early retirement benefit or retirement- 
type subsidy for the plan year in which the 
participant retires if, as of such time, the 
participant has met the age, years of service, 
and other requirements under the plan for 
entitlement to such benefit or subsidy. 

‘‘(v) APPLICABLE PLAN AMENDMENT.—For 
purposes of this subparagraph— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable 
plan amendment’ means an amendment to a 
defined benefit plan which has the effect of 
converting the plan to an applicable defined 
benefit plan. 

‘‘(II) SPECIAL RULE FOR COORDINATED BENE-
FITS.—If the benefits of 2 or more defined 
benefit plans established or maintained by 
an employer are coordinated in such a man-
ner as to have the effect of the adoption of 
an amendment described in subclause (I), the 
sponsor of the defined benefit plan or plans 
providing for such coordination shall be 
treated as having adopted such a plan 
amendment as of the date such coordination 
begins. 

‘‘(III) MULTIPLE AMENDMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall issue regulations to prevent the 
avoidance of the purposes of this subpara-
graph through the use of 2 or more plan 
amendments rather than a single amend-
ment. 

‘‘(IV) APPLICABLE DEFINED BENEFIT PLAN.— 
For purposes of this subparagraph, the term 
‘applicable defined benefit plan’ has the 
meaning given such term by section 
411(a)(13). 

‘‘(vi) TERMINATION REQUIREMENTS.—An ap-
plicable defined benefit plan shall not be 
treated as meeting the requirements of 
clause (i) unless the plan provides that, upon 
the termination of the plan— 

‘‘(I) if the interest credit rate (or an equiv-
alent amount) under the plan is a variable 
rate, the rate of interest used to determine 
accrued benefits under the plan shall be 
equal to the average of the rates of interest 
used under the plan during the 5-year period 
ending on the termination date, and 

‘‘(II) the interest rate and mortality table 
used to determine the amount of any benefit 
under the plan payable in the form of an an-
nuity payable at normal retirement age shall 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:52 Nov 18, 2006 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00075 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORDCX\T37X$J0E\H28JY6.REC H28JY6cc
ol

em
an

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

71
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6096 July 28, 2006 
be the rate and table specified under the plan 
for such purpose as of the termination date, 
except that if such interest rate is a variable 
rate, the interest rate shall be determined 
under the rules of subclause (I). 

‘‘(C) CERTAIN OFFSETS PERMITTED.—A plan 
shall not be treated as failing to meet the re-
quirements of paragraph (1)(H)(i) solely be-
cause the plan provides offsets against bene-
fits under the plan to the extent such offsets 
are allowable in applying the requirements 
of section 401(a). 

‘‘(D) PERMITTED DISPARITIES IN PLAN CON-
TRIBUTIONS OR BENEFITS.—A plan shall not be 
treated as failing to meet the requirements 
of paragraph (1)(H) solely because the plan 
provides a disparity in contributions or bene-
fits with respect to which the requirements 
of section 401(l) are met. 

‘‘(E) INDEXING PERMITTED.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A plan shall not be treat-

ed as failing to meet the requirements of 
paragraph (1)(H) solely because the plan pro-
vides for indexing of accrued benefits under 
the plan. 

‘‘(ii) PROTECTION AGAINST LOSS.—Except in 
the case of any benefit provided in the form 
of a variable annuity, clause (i) shall not 
apply with respect to any indexing which re-
sults in an accrued benefit less than the ac-
crued benefit determined without regard to 
such indexing. 

‘‘(iii) INDEXING.—For purposes of this sub-
paragraph, the term ‘indexing’ means, in 
connection with an accrued benefit, the peri-
odic adjustment of the accrued benefit by 
means of the application of a recognized in-
vestment index or methodology. 

‘‘(F) EARLY RETIREMENT BENEFIT OR RETIRE-
MENT-TYPE SUBSIDY.—For purposes of this 
paragraph, the terms ‘early retirement ben-
efit’ and ‘retirement-type subsidy’ have the 
meaning given such terms in subsection 
(d)(6)(B)(i). 

‘‘(G) BENEFIT ACCRUED TO DATE.—For pur-
poses of this paragraph, any reference to the 
accrued benefit shall be a reference to such 
benefit accrued to date.’’. 

(2) DETERMINATIONS OF ACCRUED BENEFIT AS 
BALANCE OF BENEFIT ACCOUNT OR EQUIVALENT 
AMOUNTS.—Subsection (a) of section 411 of 
such Code is amended by adding at the end 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(13) SPECIAL RULES FOR PLANS COMPUTING 
ACCRUED BENEFITS BY REFERENCE TO HYPO-
THETICAL ACCOUNT BALANCE OR EQUIVALENT 
AMOUNTS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An applicable defined 
benefit plan shall not be treated as failing to 
meet— 

‘‘(i) subject to paragraph (2), the require-
ments of subsection (a)(2), or 

‘‘(ii) the requirements of subsection (c) or 
section 417(e) with respect to contributions 
other than employee contributions, 
solely because the present value of the ac-
crued benefit (or any portion thereof) of any 
participant is, under the terms of the plan, 
equal to the amount expressed as the balance 
in the hypothetical account described in 
paragraph (3) or as an accumulated percent-
age of the participant’s final average com-
pensation. 

‘‘(B) 3-YEAR VESTING.—In the case of an ap-
plicable defined benefit plan, such plan shall 
be treated as meeting the requirements of 
subsection (a)(2) only if an employee who has 
completed at least 3 years of service has a 
nonforfeitable right to 100 percent of the em-
ployee’s accrued benefit derived from em-
ployer contributions. 

‘‘(C) APPLICABLE DEFINED BENEFIT PLAN AND 
RELATED RULES.—For purposes of this sub-
section— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable de-
fined benefit plan’ means a defined benefit 
plan under which the accrued benefit (or any 
portion thereof) is calculated as the balance 

of a hypothetical account maintained for the 
participant or as an accumulated percentage 
of the participant’s final average compensa-
tion. 

‘‘(ii) REGULATIONS TO INCLUDE SIMILAR 
PLANS.—The Secretary shall issue regula-
tions which include in the definition of an 
applicable defined benefit plan any defined 
benefit plan (or any portion of such a plan) 
which has an effect similar to an applicable 
defined benefit plan.’’. 

(c) AMENDMENTS TO AGE DISCRIMINATION IN 
EMPLOYMENT ACT.—Section 4(i) of the Age 
Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967 
(29 U.S.C. 623(i)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(10) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO AGE.— 
‘‘(A) COMPARISON TO SIMILARLY SITUATED 

YOUNGER INDIVIDUAL.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A plan shall not be treat-

ed as failing to meet the requirements of 
paragraph (1) if a participant’s accrued ben-
efit, as determined as of any date under the 
terms of the plan, would be equal to or great-
er than that of any similarly situated, 
younger individual who is or could be a par-
ticipant. 

‘‘(ii) SIMILARLY SITUATED.—For purposes of 
this subparagraph, a participant is similarly 
situated to any other individual if such par-
ticipant is identical to such other individual 
in every respect (including period of service, 
compensation, position, date of hire, work 
history, and any other respect) except for 
age. 

‘‘(iii) DISREGARD OF SUBSIDIZED EARLY RE-
TIREMENT BENEFITS.—In determining the ac-
crued benefit as of any date for purposes of 
this clause, the subsidized portion of any 
early retirement benefit or retirement-type 
subsidy shall be disregarded. 

‘‘(iv) ACCRUED BENEFIT.—For purposes of 
this subparagraph, the accrued benefit may, 
under the terms of the plan, be expressed as 
an annuity payable at normal retirement 
age, the balance of a hypothetical account, 
or the current value of the accumulated per-
centage of the employee’s final average com-
pensation. 

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS.— 
‘‘(i) INTEREST CREDITS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—An applicable defined 

benefit plan shall be treated as failing to 
meet the requirements of paragraph (1) un-
less the terms of the plan provide that any 
interest credit (or an equivalent amount) for 
any plan year shall be at a rate which is not 
greater than a market rate of return. A plan 
shall not be treated as failing to meet the re-
quirements of this subclause merely because 
the plan provides for a reasonable minimum 
guaranteed rate of return or for a rate of re-
turn that is equal to the greater of a fixed or 
variable rate of return. 

‘‘(II) PRESERVATION OF CAPITAL.—An inter-
est credit (or an equivalent amount) of less 
than zero shall in no event result in the ac-
count balance or similar amount being less 
than the aggregate amount of contributions 
credited to the account. 

‘‘(III) MARKET RATE OF RETURN.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury may provide by regu-
lation for rules governing the calculation of 
a market rate of return for purposes of sub-
clause (I) and for permissible methods of 
crediting interest to the account (including 
fixed or variable interest rates) resulting in 
effective rates of return meeting the require-
ments of subclause (I). 

‘‘(ii) SPECIAL RULE FOR PLAN CONVER-
SIONS.—If, after June 29, 2005, an applicable 
plan amendment is adopted, the plan shall be 
treated as failing to meet the requirements 
of paragraph (1)(H) unless the requirements 
of clause (iii) are met with respect to each 
individual who was a participant in the plan 
immediately before the adoption of the 
amendment. 

‘‘(iii) RATE OF BENEFIT ACCRUAL.—Subject 
to clause (iv), the requirements of this clause 
are met with respect to any participant if 
the accrued benefit of the participant under 
the terms of the plan as in effect after the 
amendment is not less than the sum of— 

‘‘(I) the participant’s accrued benefit for 
years of service before the effective date of 
the amendment, determined under the terms 
of the plan as in effect before the amend-
ment, plus 

‘‘(II) the participant’s accrued benefit for 
years of service after the effective date of 
the amendment, determined under the terms 
of the plan as in effect after the amendment. 

‘‘(iv) SPECIAL RULES FOR EARLY RETIREMENT 
SUBSIDIES.—For purposes of clause (iii)(I), 
the plan shall credit the accumulation ac-
count or similar amount with the amount of 
any early retirement benefit or retirement- 
type subsidy for the plan year in which the 
participant retires if, as of such time, the 
participant has met the age, years of service, 
and other requirements under the plan for 
entitlement to such benefit or subsidy. 

‘‘(v) APPLICABLE PLAN AMENDMENT.—For 
purposes of this subparagraph— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable 
plan amendment’ means an amendment to a 
defined benefit plan which has the effect of 
converting the plan to an applicable defined 
benefit plan. 

‘‘(II) SPECIAL RULE FOR COORDINATED BENE-
FITS.—If the benefits of 2 or more defined 
benefit plans established or maintained by 
an employer are coordinated in such a man-
ner as to have the effect of the adoption of 
an amendment described in subclause (I), the 
sponsor of the defined benefit plan or plans 
providing for such coordination shall be 
treated as having adopted such a plan 
amendment as of the date such coordination 
begins. 

‘‘(III) MULTIPLE AMENDMENTS.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall issue regula-
tions to prevent the avoidance of the pur-
poses of this subparagraph through the use of 
2 or more plan amendments rather than a 
single amendment. 

‘‘(IV) APPLICABLE DEFINED BENEFIT PLAN.— 
For purposes of this subparagraph, the term 
‘applicable defined benefit plan’ has the 
meaning given such term by section 203(f)(3) 
of the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974. 

‘‘(vi) TERMINATION REQUIREMENTS.—An ap-
plicable defined benefit plan shall not be 
treated as meeting the requirements of 
clause (i) unless the plan provides that, upon 
the termination of the plan— 

‘‘(I) if the interest credit rate (or an equiv-
alent amount) under the plan is a variable 
rate, the rate of interest used to determine 
accrued benefits under the plan shall be 
equal to the average of the rates of interest 
used under the plan during the 5-year period 
ending on the termination date, and 

‘‘(II) the interest rate and mortality table 
used to determine the amount of any benefit 
under the plan payable in the form of an an-
nuity payable at normal retirement age shall 
be the rate and table specified under the plan 
for such purpose as of the termination date, 
except that if such interest rate is a variable 
rate, the interest rate shall be determined 
under the rules of subclause (I). 

‘‘(C) CERTAIN OFFSETS PERMITTED.—A plan 
shall not be treated as failing to meet the re-
quirements of paragraph (1) solely because 
the plan provides offsets against benefits 
under the plan to the extent such offsets are 
allowable in applying the requirements of 
section 401(a) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986. 

‘‘(D) PERMITTED DISPARITIES IN PLAN CON-
TRIBUTIONS OR BENEFITS.—A plan shall not be 
treated as failing to meet the requirements 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:52 Nov 18, 2006 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00076 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORDCX\T37X$J0E\H28JY6.REC H28JY6cc
ol

em
an

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

71
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6097 July 28, 2006 
of paragraph (1) solely because the plan pro-
vides a disparity in contributions or benefits 
with respect to which the requirements of 
section 401(l) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 are met. 

‘‘(E) INDEXING PERMITTED.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A plan shall not be treat-

ed as failing to meet the requirements of 
paragraph (1) solely because the plan pro-
vides for indexing of accrued benefits under 
the plan. 

‘‘(ii) PROTECTION AGAINST LOSS.—Except in 
the case of any benefit provided in the form 
of a variable annuity, clause (i) shall not 
apply with respect to any indexing which re-
sults in an accrued benefit less than the ac-
crued benefit determined without regard to 
such indexing. 

‘‘(iii) INDEXING.—For purposes of this sub-
paragraph, the term ‘indexing’ means, in 
connection with an accrued benefit, the peri-
odic adjustment of the accrued benefit by 
means of the application of a recognized in-
vestment index or methodology. 

‘‘(F) EARLY RETIREMENT BENEFIT OR RETIRE-
MENT-TYPE SUBSIDY.—For purposes of this 
paragraph, the terms ‘early retirement ben-
efit’ and ‘retirement-type subsidy’ have the 
meaning given such terms in section 
203(g)(2)(A) of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974. 

‘‘(G) BENEFIT ACCRUED TO DATE.—For pur-
poses of this paragraph, any reference to the 
accrued benefit shall be a reference to such 
benefit accrued to date.’’. 

(d) NO INFERENCE.—Nothing in the amend-
ments made by this section shall be con-
strued to create an inference with respect 
to— 

(1) the treatment of applicable defined ben-
efit plans or conversions to applicable de-
fined benefit plans under sections 204(b)(1)(H) 
of the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974, 4(i)(1) of the Age Discrimina-
tion in Employment Act of 1967, and 
411(b)(1)(H) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, as in effect before such amendments, or 

(2) the determination of whether an appli-
cable defined benefit plan fails to meet the 
requirements of sections 203(a)(2), 204(c), or 
204(g) of the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974 or sections 411(a)(2), 
411(c), or 417(e) of such Code, as in effect be-
fore such amendments, solely because the 
present value of the accrued benefit (or any 
portion thereof) of any participant is, under 
the terms of the plan, equal to the amount 
expressed as the balance in a hypothetical 
account or as an accumulated percentage of 
the participant’s final average compensa-
tion. 
For purposes of this subsection, the term 
‘‘applicable defined benefit plan’’ has the 
meaning given such term by section 203(f)(3) 
of the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974 and section 411(a)(13)(C) of 
such Code, as in effect after such amend-
ments. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to periods beginning 
on or after June 29, 2005. 

(2) PRESENT VALUE OF ACCRUED BENEFIT.— 
The amendments made by subsections (a)(2) 
and (b)(2) shall apply to distributions made 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(3) VESTING AND INTEREST CREDIT REQUIRE-
MENTS.—In the case of a plan in existence on 
June 29, 2005, the requirements of clause (i) 
of section 411(b)(5)(B) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986, clause (i) of section 
204(b)(5)(B) of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974, and clause (i) of 
section 4(i)(10)(B) of the Age Discrimination 
in Employment Act of 1967 (as added by this 
Act) and the requirements of 203(f)(2) of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974 and section 411(a)(13)(B) of the Inter-

nal Revenue Code of 1986 (as so added) shall, 
for purposes of applying the amendments 
made by subsections (a) and (b), apply to 
years beginning after December 31, 2007, un-
less the plan sponsor elects the application 
of such requirements for any period after 
June 29, 2005, and before the first year begin-
ning after December 31, 2007. 

(4) SPECIAL RULE FOR COLLECTIVELY BAR-
GAINED PLANS.—In the case of a plan main-
tained pursuant to 1 or more collective bar-
gaining agreements between employee rep-
resentatives and 1 or more employers rati-
fied on or before the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the requirements described in para-
graph (3) shall, for purposes of applying the 
amendments made by subsections (a) and (b), 
not apply to plan years beginning before— 

(A) the earlier of— 
(i) the date on which the last of such col-

lective bargaining agreements terminates 
(determined without regard to any extension 
thereof on or after such date of enactment), 
or 

(ii) January 1, 2008, or 
(B) January 1, 2010. 
(5) CONVERSIONS.—The requirements of 

clause (ii) of section 411(b)(5)(B) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986, clause (ii) of sec-
tion 204(b)(5)(B) of the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974, and clause (ii) 
of section 4(i)(10)(B) of the Age Discrimina-
tion in Employment Act of 1967 (as added by 
this Act), shall apply to plan amendments 
adopted after, and taking effect after, June 
29, 2005, except that the plan sponsor may 
elect to have such amendments apply to plan 
amendments adopted before, and taking ef-
fect after, such date. 
SEC. 702. REGULATIONS RELATING TO MERGERS 

AND ACQUISITIONS. 
The Secretary of the Treasury or his dele-

gate shall, not later than 12 months after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, prescribe 
regulations for the application of the amend-
ments made by, and the provisions of, this 
title in cases where the conversion of a plan 
to an applicable defined benefit plan is made 
with respect to a group of employees who be-
come employees by reason of a merger, ac-
quisition, or similar transaction. 
TITLE VIII—PENSION RELATED REVENUE 

PROVISIONS 
Subtitle A—Deduction Limitations 

SEC. 801. INCREASE IN DEDUCTION LIMIT FOR 
SINGLE-EMPLOYER PLANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 404 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to deduc-
tion for contributions of an employer to an 
employees’ trust or annuity plan and com-
pensation under a deferred payment plan) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1)(A), by inserting ‘‘in 
the case of a defined benefit plan other than 
a multiemployer plan, in an amount deter-
mined under subsection (o), and in the case 
of any other plan’’ after ‘‘section 501(a),’’, 
and 

(2) by inserting at the end the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(o) DEDUCTION LIMIT FOR SINGLE-EM-
PLOYER PLANS.—For purposes of subsection 
(a)(1)(A)— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a defined 
benefit plan to which subsection (a)(1)(A) ap-
plies (other than a multiemployer plan), the 
amount determined under this subsection for 
any taxable year shall be equal to the great-
er of— 

‘‘(A) the sum of the amounts determined 
under paragraph (2) with respect to each plan 
year ending with or within the taxable year, 
or 

‘‘(B) the sum of the minimum required con-
tributions under section 430 for such plan 
years. 

‘‘(2) DETERMINATION OF AMOUNT.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The amount determined 
under this paragraph for any plan year shall 
be equal to the excess (if any) of— 

‘‘(i) the sum of— 
‘‘(I) the funding target for the plan year, 
‘‘(II) the target normal cost for the plan 

year, and 
‘‘(III) the cushion amount for the plan 

year, over 
‘‘(ii) the value (determined under section 

430(g)(2)) of the assets of the plan which are 
held by the plan as of the valuation date for 
the plan year. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN EMPLOY-
ERS.—If section 430(i) does not apply to a 
plan for a plan year, the amount determined 
under subparagraph (A)(i) for the plan year 
shall in no event be less than the sum of— 

‘‘(i) the funding target for the plan year 
(determined as if section 430(i) applied to the 
plan), plus 

‘‘(ii) the target normal cost for the plan 
year (as so determined). 

‘‘(3) CUSHION AMOUNT.—For purposes of 
paragraph (2)(A)(i)(III)— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The cushion amount for 
any plan year is the sum of— 

‘‘(i) 50 percent of the funding target for the 
plan year, and 

‘‘(ii) the amount by which the funding tar-
get for the plan year would increase if the 
plan were to take into account— 

‘‘(I) increases in compensation which are 
expected to occur in succeeding plan years, 
or 

‘‘(II) if the plan does not base benefits for 
service to date on compensation, increases in 
benefits which are expected to occur in suc-
ceeding plan years (determined on the basis 
of the average annual increase in benefits 
over the 6 immediately preceding plan 
years). 

‘‘(B) LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In making the computa-

tion under subparagraph (A)(ii), the plan’s 
actuary shall assume that the limitations 
under subsection (l) and section 415(b) shall 
apply. 

‘‘(ii) EXPECTED INCREASES.—In the case of a 
plan year during which a plan is covered 
under section 4021 of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974, the plan’s 
actuary may, notwithstanding subsection (l), 
take into account increases in the limita-
tions which are expected to occur in suc-
ceeding plan years. 

‘‘(4) SPECIAL RULES FOR PLANS WITH 100 OR 
FEWER PARTICIPANTS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of deter-
mining the amount under paragraph (3) for 
any plan year, in the case of a plan which 
has 100 or fewer participants for the plan 
year, the liability of the plan attributable to 
benefit increases for highly compensated em-
ployees (as defined in section 414(q)) result-
ing from a plan amendment which is made or 
becomes effective, whichever is later, within 
the last 2 years shall not be taken into ac-
count in determining the target liability. 

‘‘(B) RULE FOR DETERMINING NUMBER OF 
PARTICIPANTS.—For purposes of determining 
the number of plan participants, all defined 
benefit plans maintained by the same em-
ployer (or any member of such employer’s 
controlled group (within the meaning of sec-
tion 412(f)(4))) shall be treated as one plan, 
but only participants of such member or em-
ployer shall be taken into account. 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULE FOR TERMINATING 
PLANS.—In the case of a plan which, subject 
to section 4041 of the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974, terminates dur-
ing the plan year, the amount determined 
under paragraph (2) shall in no event be less 
than the amount required to make the plan 
sufficient for benefit liabilities (within the 
meaning of section 4041(d) of such Act). 
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‘‘(6) ACTUARIAL ASSUMPTIONS.—Any com-

putation under this subsection for any plan 
year shall use the same actuarial assump-
tions which are used for the plan year under 
section 430. 

‘‘(7) DEFINITIONS.—Any term used in this 
subsection which is also used in section 430 
shall have the same meaning given such 
term by section 430.’’. 

(b) EXCEPTION FROM LIMITATION ON DEDUC-
TION WHERE COMBINATION OF DEFINED CON-
TRIBUTION AND DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS.— 
Section 404(a)(7)(C) of such Code, as amended 
by this Act, is amended by adding at the end 
the following new clause: 

‘‘(iv) GUARANTEED PLANS.—In applying this 
paragraph, any single-employer plan covered 
under section 4021 of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 shall not 
be taken into account.’’. 

(c) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.— 

(1) The last sentence of section 404(a)(1)(A) 
of such Code is amended by striking ‘‘section 
412’’ each place it appears and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 431’’. 

(2) Section 404(a)(1)(B) of such Code is 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘In the case of a plan’’ and 
inserting ‘‘In the case of a multiemployer 
plan’’, 

(B) by striking ‘‘section 412(c)(7)’’ each 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘section 
431(c)(6)’’, 

(C) by striking ‘‘section 412(c)(7)(B)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘section 431(c)(6)(A)(ii)’’, 

(D) by striking ‘‘section 412(c)(7)(A)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘section 431(c)(6)(A)(i)’’, and 

(E) by striking ‘‘section 412’’ and inserting 
‘‘section 431’’. 

(3) Section 404(a)(7) of such Code, as 
amended by this Act, is amended— 

(A) by adding at the end of subparagraph 
(A) the following new sentence: ‘‘In the case 
of a defined benefit plan which is a single 
employer plan, the amount necessary to sat-
isfy the minimum funding standard provided 
by section 412 shall not be less than the 
plan’s funding shortfall determined under 
section 430.’’, and 

(B) by striking subparagraph (D) and in-
serting: 

‘‘(D) INSURANCE CONTRACT PLANS.—For pur-
poses of this paragraph, a plan described in 
section 412(e)(3) shall be treated as a defined 
benefit plan.’’. 

(4) Section 404A(g)(3)(A) of such Code is 
amended by striking ‘‘paragraphs (3) and (7) 
of section 412(c)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraphs 
(3) and (6) of section 431(c)’’. 

(d) SPECIAL RULE FOR 2006 AND 2007.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Clause (i) of section 

404(a)(1)(D) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 (relating to special rule in case of cer-
tain plans) is amended by striking ‘‘section 
412(l)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 412(l)(8)(A), ex-
cept that section 412(l)(8)(A) shall be applied 
for purposes of this clause by substituting 
‘150 percent (140 percent in the case of a mul-
tiemployer plan) of current liability’ for ‘the 
current liability’ in clause (i).’’ 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
404(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
is amended by striking subparagraph (F). 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendments made by this 
section shall apply to years beginning after 
December 31, 2007. 

(2) SPECIAL RULES.—The amendments made 
by subsection (d) shall apply to years begin-
ning after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 802. DEDUCTION LIMITS FOR MULTIEM-

PLOYER PLANS. 
(a) INCREASE IN DEDUCTION.—Section 

404(a)(1)(D) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, as amended by this Act, is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(D) AMOUNT DETERMINED ON BASIS OF UN-
FUNDED CURRENT LIABILITY.—In the case of a 
defined benefit plan which is a multiem-
ployer plan, except as provided in regula-
tions, the maximum amount deductible 
under the limitations of this paragraph shall 
not be less than the excess (if any) of— 

‘‘(i) 140 percent of the current liability of 
the plan determined under section 
431(c)(6)(C), over 

‘‘(ii) the value of the plan’s assets deter-
mined under section 431(c)(2).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to years 
beginning after December 31, 2007. 
SEC. 803. UPDATING DEDUCTION RULES FOR 

COMBINATION OF PLANS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (C) of sec-

tion 404(a)(7) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 (relating to limitation on deductions 
where combination of defined contribution 
plan and defined benefit plan) is amended by 
adding after clause (ii) the following new 
clause: 

‘‘(iii) LIMITATION.—In the case of employer 
contributions to 1 or more defined contribu-
tion plans, this paragraph shall only apply to 
the extent that such contributions exceed 6 
percent of the compensation otherwise paid 
or accrued during the taxable year to the 
beneficiaries under such plans. For purposes 
of this clause, amounts carried over from 
preceding taxable years under subparagraph 
(B) shall be treated as employer contribu-
tions to 1 or more defined contributions to 
the extent attributable to employer con-
tributions to such plans in such preceding 
taxable years.’’. 

(b) EXCEPTION FROM LIMITATION ON DEDUC-
TION WHERE COMBINATION OF DEFINED CON-
TRIBUTION AND DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS.— 
Section 404(a)(7)(C) of such Code, as amended 
by this Act, is amended by adding at the end 
the following new clause: 

‘‘(v) MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS.—In applying 
this paragraph, any multiemployer plan 
shall not be taken into account.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subpara-
graph (A) of section 4972(c)(6) of such Code 
(relating to nondeductible contributions) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(A) so much of the contributions to 1 or 
more defined contribution plans which are 
not deductible when contributed solely be-
cause of section 404(a)(7) as does not exceed 
the amount of contributions described in sec-
tion 401(m)(4)(A), or’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to contribu-
tions for taxable years beginning after De-
cember 31, 2005. 
Subtitle B—Certain Pension Provisions Made 

Permanent 
SEC. 811. PENSIONS AND INDIVIDUAL RETIRE-

MENT ARRANGEMENT PROVISIONS 
OF ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TAX 
RELIEF RECONCILIATION ACT OF 
2001 MADE PERMANENT. 

Title IX of the Economic Growth and Tax 
Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001 shall not 
apply to the provisions of, and amendments 
made by, subtitles A through F of title VI of 
such Act (relating to pension and individual 
retirement arrangement provisions). 
SEC. 812. SAVER’S CREDIT. 

Section 25B of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 (relating to elective deferrals and IRA 
contributions by certain individuals) is 
amended by striking subsection (h). 

Subtitle C—Improvements in Portability, 
Distribution, and Contribution Rules 

SEC. 821. CLARIFICATIONS REGARDING PUR-
CHASE OF PERMISSIVE SERVICE 
CREDIT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 415(n) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to spe-
cial rules for the purchase of permissive 
service credit) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘an employee’’ in paragraph 
(1) and inserting ‘‘a participant’’, and 

(2) by adding at the end of paragraph (3)(A) 
the following new flush sentence: 
‘‘Such term may include service credit for 
periods for which there is no performance of 
service, and, notwithstanding clause (ii), 
may include service credited in order to pro-
vide an increased benefit for service credit 
which a participant is receiving under the 
plan.’’. 

(b) SPECIAL RULES FOR TRUSTEE-TO-TRUST-
EE TRANSFERS.—Section 415(n)(3) of such 
Code is amended by adding at the end the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(D) SPECIAL RULES FOR TRUSTEE-TO-TRUST-
EE TRANSFERS.—In the case of a trustee-to- 
trustee transfer to which section 
403(b)(13)(A) or 457(e)(17)(A) applies (without 
regard to whether the transfer is made be-
tween plans maintained by the same em-
ployer)— 

‘‘(i) the limitations of subparagraph (B) 
shall not apply in determining whether the 
transfer is for the purchase of permissive 
service credit, and 

‘‘(ii) the distribution rules applicable 
under this title to the defined benefit gov-
ernmental plan to which any amounts are so 
transferred shall apply to such amounts and 
any benefits attributable to such amounts.’’. 

(c) NONQUALIFIED SERVICE.—Section 
415(n)(3) of such Code is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘permissive service credit 
attributable to nonqualified service’’ each 
place it appears in subparagraph (B) and in-
serting ‘‘nonqualified service credit’’, 

(2) by striking so much of subparagraph (C) 
as precedes clause (i) and inserting: 

‘‘(C) NONQUALIFIED SERVICE CREDIT.—For 
purposes of subparagraph (B), the term ‘non-
qualified service credit’ means permissive 
service credit other than that allowed with 
respect to—’’, and 

(3) by striking ‘‘elementary or secondary 
education (through grade 12), as determined 
under State law’’ in subparagraph (C)(ii) and 
inserting ‘‘elementary or secondary edu-
cation (through grade 12), or a comparable 
level of education, as determined under the 
applicable law of the jurisdiction in which 
the service was performed’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

subsections (a) and (c) shall take effect as if 
included in the amendments made by section 
1526 of the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997. 

(2) SUBSECTION (b).—The amendments made 
by subsection (b) shall take effect as if in-
cluded in the amendments made by section 
647 of the Economic Growth and Tax Relief 
Reconciliation Act of 2001. 
SEC. 822. ALLOW ROLLOVER OF AFTER-TAX 

AMOUNTS IN ANNUITY CONTRACTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-

tion 402(c)(2) (relating to the maximum 
amount which may be rolled over) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking ‘‘which is part of a plan 
which is a defined contribution plan and 
which agrees to separately account’’ and in-
serting ‘‘or to an annuity contract described 
in section 403(b) and such trust or contract 
provides for separate accounting’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘(and earnings thereon)’’ 
after ‘‘so transferred’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2006. 
SEC. 823. CLARIFICATION OF MINIMUM DIS-

TRIBUTION RULES FOR GOVERN-
MENTAL PLANS. 

The Secretary of the Treasury shall issue 
regulations under which a governmental 
plan (as defined in section 414(d) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986) shall, for all years 
to which section 401(a)(9) of such Code ap-
plies to such plan, be treated as having com-
plied with such section 401(a)(9) if such plan 
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complies with a reasonable good faith inter-
pretation of such section 401(a)(9). 
SEC. 824. ALLOW DIRECT ROLLOVERS FROM RE-

TIREMENT PLANS TO ROTH IRAS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (e) of section 

408A of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
(defining qualified rollover contribution) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(e) QUALIFIED ROLLOVER CONTRIBUTION.— 
For purposes of this section, the term ‘quali-
fied rollover contribution’ means a rollover 
contribution— 

‘‘(1) to a Roth IRA from another such ac-
count, 

‘‘(2) from an eligible retirement plan, but 
only if— 

‘‘(A) in the case of an individual retire-
ment plan, such rollover contribution meets 
the requirements of section 408(d)(3), and 

‘‘(B) in the case of any eligible retirement 
plan (as defined in section 402(c)(8)(B) other 
than clauses (i) and (ii) thereof), such roll-
over contribution meets the requirements of 
section 402(c), 403(b)(8), or 457(e)(16), as appli-
cable. 
For purposes of section 408(d)(3)(B), there 
shall be disregarded any qualified rollover 
contribution from an individual retirement 
plan (other than a Roth IRA) to a Roth 
IRA.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 408A(c)(3)(B) of such Code, as in 

effect before the Tax Increase Prevention 
and Reconciliation Act of 2005, is amended— 

(A) in the text by striking ‘‘individual re-
tirement plan’’ and inserting ‘‘an eligible re-
tirement plan (as defined by section 
402(c)(8)(B))’’, and 

(B) in the heading by striking ‘‘IRA’’ the 
first place it appears and inserting ‘‘ELIGIBLE 
RETIREMENT PLAN’’. 

(2) Section 408A(d)(3) of such Code is 
amended— 

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 408(d)(3)’’ inserting ‘‘sections 402(c), 
403(b)(8), 408(d)(3), and 457(e)(16)’’, 

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘indi-
vidual retirement plan’’ and inserting ‘‘eligi-
ble retirement plan (as defined by section 
402(c)(8)(B))’’, 

(C) in subparagraph (D), by inserting ‘‘or 
6047’’ after ‘‘408(i)’’, 

(D) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘or 
both’’ and inserting ‘‘persons subject to sec-
tion 6047(d)(1), or all of the foregoing per-
sons’’, and 

(E) in the heading, by striking ‘‘IRA’’ the 
first place it appears and inserting ‘‘ELIGIBLE 
RETIREMENT PLAN’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions after December 31, 2007. 
SEC. 825. ELIGIBILITY FOR PARTICIPATION IN 

RETIREMENT PLANS. 
An individual shall not be precluded from 

participating in an eligible deferred com-
pensation plan by reason of having received 
a distribution under section 457(e)(9) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as in effect 
prior to the enactment of the Small Business 
Job Protection Act of 1996. 
SEC. 826. MODIFICATIONS OF RULES GOVERNING 

HARDSHIPS AND UNFORSEEN FI-
NANCIAL EMERGENCIES. 

Within 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of the Treas-
ury shall modify the rules for determining 
whether a participant has had a hardship for 
purposes of section 401(k)(2)(B)(i)(IV) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide that 
if an event (including the occurrence of a 
medical expense) would constitute a hard-
ship under the plan if it occurred with re-
spect to the participant’s spouse or depend-
ent (as defined in section 152 of such Code), 
such event shall, to the extent permitted 
under a plan, constitute a hardship if it oc-

curs with respect to a person who is a bene-
ficiary under the plan with respect to the 
participant. The Secretary of the Treasury 
shall issue similar rules for purposes of de-
termining whether a participant has had— 

(1) a hardship for purposes of section 
403(b)(11)(B) of such Code; or 

(2) an unforeseen financial emergency for 
purposes of sections 409A(a)(2)(A)(vi), 
409A(a)(2)(B)(ii), and 457(d)(1)(A)(iii) of such 
Code. 
SEC. 827. PENALTY-FREE WITHDRAWALS FROM 

RETIREMENT PLANS FOR INDIVID-
UALS CALLED TO ACTIVE DUTY FOR 
AT LEAST 179 DAYS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section 
72(t) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (re-
lating to 10-percent additional tax on early 
distributions from qualified retirement 
plans) is amended by adding at the end the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(G) DISTRIBUTIONS FROM RETIREMENT 
PLANS TO INDIVIDUALS CALLED TO ACTIVE 
DUTY.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Any qualified reservist 
distribution. 

‘‘(ii) AMOUNT DISTRIBUTED MAY BE REPAID.— 
Any individual who receives a qualified re-
servist distribution may, at any time during 
the 2-year period beginning on the day after 
the end of the active duty period, make one 
or more contributions to an individual re-
tirement plan of such individual in an aggre-
gate amount not to exceed the amount of 
such distribution. The dollar limitations 
otherwise applicable to contributions to in-
dividual retirement plans shall not apply to 
any contribution made pursuant to the pre-
ceding sentence. No deduction shall be al-
lowed for any contribution pursuant to this 
clause. 

‘‘(iii) QUALIFIED RESERVIST DISTRIBUTION.— 
For purposes of this subparagraph, the term 
‘qualified reservist distribution’ means any 
distribution to an individual if— 

‘‘(I) such distribution is from an individual 
retirement plan, or from amounts attrib-
utable to employer contributions made pur-
suant to elective deferrals described in sub-
paragraph (A) or (C) of section 402(g)(3) or 
section 501(c)(18)(D)(iii), 

‘‘(II) such individual was (by reason of 
being a member of a reserve component (as 
defined in section 101 of title 37, United 
States Code)) ordered or called to active 
duty for a period in excess of 179 days or for 
an indefinite period, and 

‘‘(III) such distribution is made during the 
period beginning on the date of such order or 
call and ending at the close of the active 
duty period. 

‘‘(iv) APPLICATION OF SUBPARAGRAPH.—This 
subparagraph applies to individuals ordered 
or called to active duty after September 11, 
2001, and before December 31, 2007. In no 
event shall the 2-year period referred to in 
clause (ii) end before the date which is 2 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
subparagraph.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 401(k)(2)(B)(i) of such Code is 

amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of sub-
clause (III), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of 
subclause (IV) and inserting ‘‘or’’, and by in-
serting after subclause (IV) the following 
new subclause: 

‘‘(V) in the case of a qualified reservist dis-
tribution (as defined in section 
72(t)(2)(G)(iii)), the date on which a period 
referred to in subclause (III) of such section 
begins, and’’. 

(2) Section 403(b)(7)(A)(ii) of such Code is 
amended by inserting ‘‘(unless such amount 
is a distribution to which section 72(t)(2)(G) 
applies)’’ after ‘‘distributee’’. 

(3) Section 403(b)(11) of such Code is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of subpara-
graph (A), by striking the period at the end 

of subparagraph (B) and inserting ‘‘, or’’, and 
by inserting after subparagraph (B) the fol-
lowing new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) for distributions to which section 
72(t)(2)(G) applies.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE; WAIVER OF LIMITA-
TIONS.— 

(1) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions after September 11, 2001. 

(2) WAIVER OF LIMITATIONS.—If refund or 
credit of any overpayment of tax resulting 
from the amendments made by this section 
is prevented at any time before the close of 
the 1-year period beginning on the date of 
the enactment of this Act by the operation 
of any law or rule of law (including res judi-
cata), such refund or credit may nevertheless 
be made or allowed if claim therefor is filed 
before the close of such period. 
SEC. 828. WAIVER OF 10 PERCENT EARLY WITH-

DRAWAL PENALTY TAX ON CERTAIN 
DISTRIBUTIONS OF PENSION PLANS 
FOR PUBLIC SAFETY EMPLOYEES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 72(t) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to sub-
section not to apply to certain distributions) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(10) DISTRIBUTIONS TO QUALIFIED PUBLIC 
SAFETY EMPLOYEES IN GOVERNMENTAL 
PLANS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a distribu-
tion to a qualified public safety employee 
from a governmental plan (within the mean-
ing of section 414(d)) which is a defined ben-
efit plan, paragraph (2)(A)(v) shall be applied 
by substituting ‘age 50’ for ‘age 55’. 

‘‘(B) QUALIFIED PUBLIC SAFETY EMPLOYEE.— 
For purposes of this paragraph, the term 
‘qualified public safety employee’ means any 
employee of a State or political subdivision 
of a State who provides police protection, 
firefighting services, or emergency medical 
services for any area within the jurisdiction 
of such State or political subdivision.’’ 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 
SEC. 829. ALLOW ROLLOVERS BY NONSPOUSE 

BENEFICIARIES OF CERTAIN RE-
TIREMENT PLAN DISTRIBUTIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) QUALIFIED PLANS.—Section 402(c) of the 

Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to 
rollovers from exempt trusts) is amended by 
adding at the end the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(11) DISTRIBUTIONS TO INHERITED INDI-
VIDUAL RETIREMENT PLAN OF NONSPOUSE BEN-
EFICIARY.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If, with respect to any 
portion of a distribution from an eligible re-
tirement plan of a deceased employee, a di-
rect trustee-to-trustee transfer is made to an 
individual retirement plan described in 
clause (i) or (ii) of paragraph (8)(B) estab-
lished for the purposes of receiving the dis-
tribution on behalf of an individual who is a 
designated beneficiary (as defined by section 
401(a)(9)(E)) of the employee and who is not 
the surviving spouse of the employee— 

‘‘(i) the transfer shall be treated as an eli-
gible rollover distribution for purposes of 
this subsection, 

‘‘(ii) the individual retirement plan shall 
be treated as an inherited individual retire-
ment account or individual retirement annu-
ity (within the meaning of section 
408(d)(3)(C)) for purposes of this title, and 

‘‘(iii) section 401(a)(9)(B) (other than clause 
(iv) thereof) shall apply to such plan. 

‘‘(B) CERTAIN TRUSTS TREATED AS BENE-
FICIARIES.—For purposes of this paragraph, 
to the extent provided in rules prescribed by 
the Secretary, a trust maintained for the 
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benefit of one or more designated bene-
ficiaries shall be treated in the same manner 
as a trust designated beneficiary.’’. 

(2) SECTION 403(a) PLANS.—Subparagraph 
(B) of section 403(a)(4) of such Code (relating 
to rollover amounts) is amended by inserting 
‘‘and (11)’’ after ‘‘(7)’’. 

(3) SECTION 403(b) PLANS.—Subparagraph 
(B) of section 403(b)(8) of such Code (relating 
to rollover amounts) is amended by striking 
‘‘and (9)’’ and inserting ‘‘, (9), and (11)’’. 

(4) SECTION 457 PLANS.—Subparagraph (B) 
of section 457(e)(16) of such Code (relating to 
rollover amounts) is amended by striking 
‘‘and (9)’’ and inserting ‘‘, (9), and (11)’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions after December 31, 2006. 
SEC. 830. DIRECT PAYMENT OF TAX REFUNDS TO 

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT PLANS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 

Treasury (or the Secretary’s delegate) shall 
make available a form (or modify existing 
forms) for use by individuals to direct that a 
portion of any refund of overpayment of tax 
imposed by chapter 1 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 be paid directly to an individual 
retirement plan (as defined in section 
7701(a)(37) of such Code) of such individual. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The form required by 
subsection (a) shall be made available for 
taxable years beginning after December 31, 
2006. 
SEC. 831. ALLOWANCE OF ADDITIONAL IRA PAY-

MENTS IN CERTAIN BANKRUPTCY 
CASES. 

(a) ALLOWANCE OF CONTRIBUTIONS.—Section 
219(b)(5) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
(relating to deductible amount) is amended 
by redesignating subparagraph (C) as sub-
paragraph (D) and by inserting after sub-
paragraph (B) the following new subpara-
graph: 

‘‘(C) CATCHUP CONTRIBUTIONS FOR CERTAIN 
INDIVIDUALS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an applica-
ble individual who elects to make a qualified 
retirement contribution in addition to the 
deductible amount determined under sub-
paragraph (A)— 

‘‘(I) the deductible amount for any taxable 
year shall be increased by an amount equal 
to 3 times the applicable amount determined 
under subparagraph (B) for such taxable 
year, and 

‘‘(II) subparagraph (B) shall not apply. 
‘‘(ii) APPLICABLE INDIVIDUAL.—For purposes 

of this subparagraph, the term ‘applicable in-
dividual’ means, with respect to any taxable 
year, any individual who was a qualified par-
ticipant in a qualified cash or deferred ar-
rangement (as defined in section 401(k)) of an 
employer described in clause (iii) under 
which the employer matched at least 50 per-
cent of the employee’s contributions to such 
arrangement with stock of such employer. 

‘‘(iii) EMPLOYER DESCRIBED.—An employer 
is described in this clause if, in any taxable 
year preceding the taxable year described in 
clause (ii)— 

‘‘(I) such employer (or any controlling cor-
poration of such employer) was a debtor in a 
case under title 11 of the United States Code, 
or similar Federal or State law, and 

‘‘(II) such employer (or any other person) 
was subject to an indictment or conviction 
resulting from business transactions related 
to such case. 

‘‘(iv) QUALIFIED PARTICIPANT.—For pur-
poses of clause (ii), the term ‘qualified par-
ticipant’ means any applicable individual 
who was a participant in the cash or deferred 
arrangement described in such clause on the 
date that is 6 months before the filing of the 
case described in clause (iii). 

‘‘(v) TERMINATION.—This subparagraph 
shall not apply to taxable years beginning 
after December 31, 2009.’’ 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2006. 
SEC. 832. DETERMINATION OF AVERAGE COM-

PENSATION FOR SECTION 415 LIM-
ITS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 415(b)(3) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by 
striking ‘‘both was an active participant in 
the plan and’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to years be-
ginning after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 833. INFLATION INDEXING OF GROSS IN-

COME LIMITATIONS ON CERTAIN RE-
TIREMENT SAVINGS INCENTIVES. 

(a) SAVER’S CREDIT.—Subsection (b) of sec-
tion 25B of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(b) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of this section— 

‘‘(1) JOINT RETURNS.—In the case of a joint 
return, the applicable percentage is— 

‘‘(A) if the adjusted gross income of the 
taxpayer is not over $30,000, 50 percent, 

‘‘(B) if the adjusted gross income of the 
taxpayer is over $30,000 but not over $32,500, 
20 percent, 

‘‘(C) if the adjusted gross income of the 
taxpayer is over $32,500 but not over $50,000, 
10 percent, and 

‘‘(D) if the adjusted gross income of the 
taxpayer is over $50,000, zero percent. 

‘‘(2) OTHER RETURNS.—In the case of— 
‘‘(A) a head of household, the applicable 

percentage shall be determined under para-
graph (1) except that such paragraph shall be 
applied by substituting for each dollar 
amount therein (as adjusted under paragraph 
(3)) a dollar amount equal to 75 percent of 
such dollar amount, and 

‘‘(B) any taxpayer not described in para-
graph (1) or subparagraph (A), the applicable 
percentage shall be determined under para-
graph (1) except that such paragraph shall be 
applied by substituting for each dollar 
amount therein (as adjusted under paragraph 
(3)) a dollar amount equal to 50 percent of 
such dollar amount. 

‘‘(3) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—In the case of 
any taxable year beginning in a calendar 
year after 2006, each of the dollar amount in 
paragraph (1) shall be increased by an 
amount equal to— 

‘‘(A) such dollar amount, multiplied by 
‘‘(B) the cost-of-living adjustment deter-

mined under section 1(f)(3) for the calendar 
year in which the taxable year begins, deter-
mined by substituting ‘calendar year 2005’ 
for ‘calendar year 1992’ in subparagraph (B) 
thereof. 
Any increase determined under the preceding 
sentence shall be rounded to the nearest 
multiple of $500.’’. 

(b) DEDUCTION OF RETIREMENT CONTRIBU-
TIONS FOR ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS.—Section 
219(g) of such Code is amended by adding at 
the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(8) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—In the case of 
any taxable year beginning in a calendar 
year after 2006, the dollar amount in the last 
row of the table contained in paragraph 
(3)(B)(i), the dollar amount in the last row of 
the table contained in paragraph (3)(B)(ii), 
and the dollar amount contained in para-
graph (7)(A), shall each be increased by an 
amount equal to— 

‘‘(A) such dollar amount, multiplied by 
‘‘(B) the cost-of-living adjustment deter-

mined under section 1(f)(3) for the calendar 
year in which the taxable year begins, deter-
mined by substituting ‘calendar year 2005’ 
for ‘calendar year 1992’ in subparagraph (B) 
thereof. 
Any increase determined under the preceding 
sentence shall be rounded to the nearest 
multiple of $1,000.’’. 

(c) CONTRIBUTION LIMITATION FOR ROTH 
IRAS.—Section 408A(c)(3) of such Code is 

amended by adding at the end the following 
new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—In the case 
of any taxable year beginning in a calendar 
year after 2006, the dollar amounts in sub-
clauses (I) and (II) of subparagraph (C)(ii) 
shall each be increased by an amount equal 
to— 

‘‘(i) such dollar amount, multiplied by 
‘‘(ii) the cost-of-living adjustment deter-

mined under section 1(f)(3) for the calendar 
year in which the taxable year begins, deter-
mined by substituting ‘calendar year 2005’ 
for ‘calendar year 1992’ in subparagraph (B) 
thereof. 
Any increase determined under the preceding 
sentence shall be rounded to the nearest 
multiple of $1,000.’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after 2006. 

Subtitle D—Health and Medical Benefits 
SEC. 841. USE OF EXCESS PENSION ASSETS FOR 

FUTURE RETIREE HEALTH BENE-
FITS AND COLLECTIVELY BAR-
GAINED RETIREE HEALTH BENE-
FITS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 420 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to trans-
fers of excess pension assets to retiree health 
accounts) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new subsection: 

‘‘(f) QUALIFIED TRANSFERS TO COVER FU-
TURE RETIREE HEALTH COSTS AND COLLEC-
TIVELY BARGAINED RETIREE HEALTH BENE-
FITS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An employer maintain-
ing a defined benefit plan (other than a mul-
tiemployer plan) may, in lieu of a qualified 
transfer, elect for any taxable year to have 
the plan make— 

‘‘(A) a qualified future transfer, or 
‘‘(B) a collectively bargained transfer. 

Except as provided in this subsection, a 
qualified future transfer and a collectively 
bargained transfer shall be treated for pur-
poses of this title and the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 as if it 
were a qualified transfer. 

‘‘(2) QUALIFIED FUTURE AND COLLECTIVELY 
BARGAINED TRANSFERS.—For purposes of this 
subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The terms ‘qualified fu-
ture transfer’ and ‘collectively bargained 
transfer’ mean a transfer which meets all of 
the requirements for a qualified transfer, ex-
cept that— 

‘‘(i) the determination of excess pension as-
sets shall be made under subparagraph (B), 

‘‘(ii) the limitation on the amount trans-
ferred shall be determined under subpara-
graph (C), 

‘‘(iii) the minimum cost requirements of 
subsection (c)(3) shall be modified as pro-
vided under subparagraph (D), and 

‘‘(iv) in the case of a collectively bargained 
transfer, the requirements of subparagraph 
(E) shall be met with respect to the transfer. 

‘‘(B) EXCESS PENSION ASSETS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In determining excess 

pension assets for purposes of this sub-
section, subsection (e)(2) shall be applied by 
substituting ‘120 percent’ for ‘125 percent’. 

‘‘(ii) REQUIREMENT TO MAINTAIN FUNDED 
STATUS.—If, as of any valuation date of any 
plan year in the transfer period, the amount 
determined under subsection (e)(2)(B) (after 
application of clause (i)) exceeds the amount 
determined under subsection (e)(2)(A), ei-
ther— 

‘‘(I) the employer maintaining the plan 
shall make contributions to the plan in an 
amount not less than the amount required to 
reduce such excess to zero as of such date, or 

‘‘(II) there is transferred from the health 
benefits account to the plan an amount not 
less than the amount required to reduce such 
excess to zero as of such date. 
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‘‘(C) LIMITATION ON AMOUNT TRANS-

FERRED.—Notwithstanding subsection (b)(3), 
the amount of the excess pension assets 
which may be transferred— 

‘‘(i) in the case of a qualified future trans-
fer shall be equal to the sum of— 

‘‘(I) if the transfer period includes the tax-
able year of the transfer, the amount deter-
mined under subsection (b)(3) for such tax-
able year, plus 

‘‘(II) in the case of all other taxable years 
in the transfer period, the sum of the quali-
fied current retiree health liabilities which 
the plan reasonably estimates, in accordance 
with guidance issued by the Secretary, will 
be incurred for each of such years, and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a collectively bargained 
transfer, shall not exceed the amount which 
is reasonably estimated, in accordance with 
the provisions of the collective bargaining 
agreement and generally accepted account-
ing principles, to be the amount the em-
ployer maintaining the plan will pay (wheth-
er directly or through reimbursement) out of 
such account during the collectively bar-
gained cost maintenance period for collec-
tively bargained retiree health liabilities. 

‘‘(D) MINIMUM COST REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of sub-

section (c)(3) shall be treated as met if— 
‘‘(I) in the case of a qualified future trans-

fer, each group health plan or arrangement 
under which applicable health benefits are 
provided provides applicable health benefits 
during the period beginning with the first 
year of the transfer period and ending with 
the last day of the 4th year following the 
transfer period such that the annual average 
amount of such the applicable employer cost 
during such period is not less than the appli-
cable employer cost determined under sub-
section (c)(3)(A) with respect to the transfer, 
and 

‘‘(II) in the case of a collectively bargained 
transfer, each collectively bargained group 
health plan under which collectively bar-
gained health benefits are provided provides 
that the collectively bargained employer 
cost for each taxable year during the collec-
tively bargained cost maintenance period 
shall not be less than the amount specified 
by the collective bargaining agreement. 

‘‘(ii) ELECTION TO MAINTAIN BENEFITS FOR 
FUTURE TRANSFERS.—An employer may elect, 
in lieu of the requirements of clause (i)(I), to 
meet the requirements of subsection (c)(3) by 
meeting the requirements of such subsection 
(as in effect before the amendments made by 
section 535 of the Tax Relief Extension Act 
of 1999) for each of the years described in the 
period under clause (i)(I). 

‘‘(iii) COLLECTIVELY BARGAINED EMPLOYER 
COST.—For purposes of this subparagraph, 
the term ‘collectively bargained employer 
cost’ means the average cost per covered in-
dividual of providing collectively bargained 
retiree health benefits as determined in ac-
cordance with the applicable collective bar-
gaining agreement. Such agreement may 
provide for an appropriate reduction in the 
collectively bargained employer cost to take 
into account any portion of the collectively 
bargained retiree health benefits that is pro-
vided or financed by a government program 
or other source. 

‘‘(E) SPECIAL RULES FOR COLLECTIVELY BAR-
GAINED TRANSFERS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A collectively bargained 
transfer shall only include a transfer which— 

‘‘(I) is made in accordance with a collec-
tive bargaining agreement, 

‘‘(II) before the transfer, the employer des-
ignates, in a written notice delivered to each 
employee organization that is a party to the 
collective bargaining agreement, as a collec-
tively bargained transfer in accordance with 
this section, and 

‘‘(III) involves a plan maintained by an em-
ployer which, in its taxable year ending in 
2005, provided health benefits or coverage to 
retirees and their spouses and dependents 
under all of the benefit plans maintained by 
the employer, but only if the aggregate cost 
(including administrative expenses) of such 
benefits or coverage which would have been 
allowable as a deduction to the employer (if 
such benefits or coverage had been provided 
directly by the employer and the employer 
used the cash receipts and disbursements 
method of accounting) is at least 5 percent of 
the gross receipts of the employer (deter-
mined in accordance with the last sentence 
of subsection (c)(2)(E)(ii)(II)) for such taxable 
year, or a plan maintained by a successor to 
such employer. 

‘‘(ii) USE OF ASSETS.—Any assets trans-
ferred to a health benefits account in a col-
lectively bargained transfer (and any income 
allocable thereto) shall be used only to pay 
collectively bargained retiree health liabil-
ities (other than liabilities of key employees 
not taken into account under paragraph 
(6)(B)(iii)) for the taxable year of the trans-
fer or for any subsequent taxable year during 
the collectively bargained cost maintenance 
period (whether directly or through reim-
bursement). 

‘‘(3) COORDINATION WITH OTHER TRANS-
FERS.—In applying subsection (b)(3) to any 
subsequent transfer during a taxable year in 
a transfer period or collectively bargained 
cost maintenance period, qualified current 
retiree health liabilities shall be reduced by 
any such liabilities taken into account with 
respect to the qualified future transfer or 
collectively bargained transfer to which such 
period relates. 

‘‘(4) SPECIAL DEDUCTION RULES FOR COLLEC-
TIVELY BARGAINED TRANSFERS.—In the case of 
a collectively bargained transfer— 

‘‘(A) the limitation under subsection 
(d)(1)(C) shall not apply, and 

‘‘(B) notwithstanding subsection (d)(2), an 
employer may contribute an amount to a 
health benefits account or welfare benefit 
fund (as defined in section 419(e)(1)) with re-
spect to collectively bargained retiree health 
liabilities for which transferred assets are 
required to be used under subsection 
(c)(1)(B), and the deductibility of any such 
contribution shall be governed by the limits 
applicable to the deductibility of contribu-
tions to a welfare benefit fund under a col-
lective bargaining agreement (as determined 
under section 419A(f)(5)(A)) without regard to 
whether such contributions are made to a 
health benefits account or welfare benefit 
fund and without regard to the provisions of 
section 404 or the other provisions of this 
section. 
The Secretary shall provide rules to ensure 
that the application of this paragraph does 
not result in a deduction being allowed more 
than once for the same contribution or for 2 
or more contributions or expenditures relat-
ing to the same collectively bargained re-
tiree health liabilities. 

‘‘(5) TRANSFER PERIOD.—For purposes of 
this subsection, the term ‘transfer period’ 
means, with respect to any transfer, a period 
of consecutive taxable years (not less than 2) 
specified in the election under paragraph (1) 
which begins and ends during the 10-taxable- 
year period beginning with the taxable year 
of the transfer. 

‘‘(6) TERMS RELATING TO COLLECTIVELY BAR-
GAINED TRANSFERS.—For purposes of this 
subsection— 

‘‘(A) COLLECTIVELY BARGAINED COST MAIN-
TENANCE PERIOD.—The term ‘collectively bar-
gained cost maintenance period’ means, with 
respect to each covered retiree and his cov-
ered spouse and dependents, the shorter of— 

‘‘(i) the remaining lifetime of such covered 
retiree and his covered spouse and depend-
ents, or 

‘‘(ii) the period of coverage provided by the 
collectively bargained health plan (deter-
mined as of the date of the collectively bar-
gained transfer) with respect to such covered 
retiree and his covered spouse and depend-
ents. 

‘‘(B) COLLECTIVELY BARGAINED RETIREE 
HEALTH LIABILITIES.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘collectively 
bargained retiree health liabilities’ means 
the present value, as of the beginning of a 
taxable year and determined in accordance 
with the applicable collective bargaining 
agreement, of all collectively bargained 
health benefits (including administrative ex-
penses) for such taxable year and all subse-
quent taxable years during the collectively 
bargained cost maintenance period. 

‘‘(ii) REDUCTION FOR AMOUNTS PREVIOUSLY 
SET ASIDE.—The amount determined under 
clause (i) shall be reduced by the value (as of 
the close of the plan year preceding the year 
of the collectively bargained transfer) of the 
assets in all health benefits accounts or wel-
fare benefit funds (as defined in section 
419(e)(1)) set aside to pay for the collectively 
bargained retiree health liabilities. 

‘‘(iii) KEY EMPLOYEES EXCLUDED.—If an em-
ployee is a key employee (within the mean-
ing of section 416(I)(1)) with respect to any 
plan year ending in a taxable year, such em-
ployee shall not be taken into account in 
computing collectively bargained retiree 
health liabilities for such taxable year or in 
calculating collectively bargained employer 
cost under subsection (c)(3)(C). 

‘‘(C) COLLECTIVELY BARGAINED HEALTH BEN-
EFITS.—The term ‘collectively bargained 
health benefits’ means health benefits or 
coverage which are provided to— 

‘‘(i) retired employees who, immediately 
before the collectively bargained transfer, 
are entitled to receive such benefits upon re-
tirement and who are entitled to pension 
benefits under the plan, and their spouses 
and dependents, and 

‘‘(ii) if specified by the provisions of the 
collective bargaining agreement governing 
the collectively bargained transfer, active 
employees who, following their retirement, 
are entitled to receive such benefits and who 
are entitled to pension benefits under the 
plan, and their spouses and dependents. 

‘‘(D) COLLECTIVELY BARGAINED HEALTH 
PLAN.—The term ‘collectively bargained 
health plan’ means a group health plan or ar-
rangement for retired employees and their 
spouses and dependents that is maintained 
pursuant to 1 or more collective bargaining 
agreements.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to transfers 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 842. TRANSFER OF EXCESS PENSION ASSETS 

TO MULTIEMPLOYER HEALTH PLAN. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 420 of the Inter-

nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘(other than a multiem-

ployer plan)’’ in subsection (a), and 
(2) by adding at the end of subsection (e) 

the following new paragraph: 
‘‘(5) APPLICATION TO MULTIEMPLOYER 

PLANS.—In the case of a multiemployer plan, 
this section shall be applied to any such 
plan— 

‘‘(A) by treating any reference in this sec-
tion to an employer as a reference to all em-
ployers maintaining the plan (or, if appro-
priate, the plan sponsor), and 

‘‘(B) in accordance with such modifications 
of this section (and the provisions of this 
title relating to this section) as the Sec-
retary determines appropriate to reflect the 
fact the plan is not maintained by a single 
employer.’’ 
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(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 

made by this section shall apply to transfers 
made in taxable years beginning after De-
cember 31, 2006. 
SEC. 843. ALLOWANCE OF RESERVE FOR MED-

ICAL BENEFITS OF PLANS SPON-
SORED BY BONA FIDE ASSOCIA-
TIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 419A(c) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to ac-
count limit) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) ADDITIONAL RESERVE FOR MEDICAL BEN-
EFITS OF BONA FIDE ASSOCIATION PLANS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An applicable account 
limit for any taxable year may include a re-
serve in an amount not to exceed 35 percent 
of the sum of— 

‘‘(i) the qualified direct costs, and 
‘‘(ii) the change in claims incurred but un-

paid, 
for such taxable year with respect to medical 
benefits (other than post-retirement medical 
benefits). 

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE ACCOUNT LIMIT.—For pur-
poses of this subsection, the term ‘applicable 
account limit’ means an account limit for a 
qualified asset account with respect to med-
ical benefits provided through a plan main-
tained by a bona fide association (as defined 
in section 2791(d)(3) of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300gg–91(d)(3))’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2006. 
SEC. 844. TREATMENT OF ANNUITY AND LIFE IN-

SURANCE CONTRACTS WITH A LONG- 
TERM CARE INSURANCE FEATURE. 

(a) EXCLUSION FROM GROSS INCOME.—Sub-
section (e) of section 72 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 (relating to amounts not 
received as annuities) is amended by redesig-
nating paragraph (11) as paragraph (12) and 
by inserting after paragraph (10) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(11) SPECIAL RULES FOR CERTAIN COMBINA-
TION CONTRACTS PROVIDING LONG-TERM CARE 
INSURANCE.—Notwithstanding paragraphs (2), 
(5)(C), and (10), in the case of any charge 
against the cash value of an annuity con-
tract or the cash surrender value of a life in-
surance contract made as payment for cov-
erage under a qualified long-term care insur-
ance contract which is part of or a rider on 
such annuity or life insurance contract— 

‘‘(A) the investment in the contract shall 
be reduced (but not below zero) by such 
charge, and 

‘‘(B) such charge shall not be includible in 
gross income.’’. 

(b) TAX-FREE EXCHANGES AMONG CERTAIN 
INSURANCE POLICIES.— 

(1) ANNUITY CONTRACTS CAN INCLUDE QUALI-
FIED LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE RIDERS.— 
Paragraph (2) of section 1035(b) of such Code 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new sentence: ‘‘For purposes of the 
preceding sentence, a contract shall not fail 
to be treated as an annuity contract solely 
because a qualified long-term care insurance 
contract is a part of or a rider on such con-
tract.’’. 

(2) LIFE INSURANCE CONTRACTS CAN INCLUDE 
QUALIFIED LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE RID-
ERS.—Paragraph (3) of section 1035(b) of such 
Code is amended by adding at the end the 
following new sentence: ‘‘For purposes of the 
preceding sentence, a contract shall not fail 
to be treated as a life insurance contract 
solely because a qualified long-term care in-
surance contract is a part of or a rider on 
such contract.’’. 

(3) EXPANSION OF TAX-FREE EXCHANGES OF 
LIFE INSURANCE, ENDOWMENT, AND ANNUITY 
CONTRACTS FOR LONG-TERM CARE CON-
TRACTS.—Subsection (a) of section 1035 of 
such Code (relating to certain exchanges of 
insurance policies) is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (1) by inserting ‘‘or for a 
qualified long-term care insurance contract’’ 
before the semicolon at the end, 

(B) in paragraph (2) by inserting ‘‘, or (C) 
for a qualified long-term care insurance con-
tract’’ before the semicolon at the end, and 

(C) in paragraph (3) by inserting ‘‘or for a 
qualified long-term care insurance contract’’ 
before the period at the end. 

(4) TAX-FREE EXCHANGES OF QUALIFIED 
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE CONTRACT.—Sub-
section (a) of section 1035 of such Code (relat-
ing to certain exchanges of insurance poli-
cies) is amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end 
of paragraph (2), by striking the period at 
the end of paragraph (3) and inserting ‘‘; or’’, 
and by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(4) a qualified long-term care insurance 
contract for a qualified long-term care insur-
ance contract.’’. 

(c) TREATMENT OF COVERAGE PROVIDED AS 
PART OF A LIFE INSURANCE OR ANNUITY CON-
TRACT.—Subsection (e) of section 7702B of 
such Code (relating to treatment of qualified 
long-term care insurance) is amended to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(e) TREATMENT OF COVERAGE PROVIDED AS 
PART OF A LIFE INSURANCE OR ANNUITY CON-
TRACT.—Except as otherwise provided in reg-
ulations prescribed by the Secretary, in the 
case of any long-term care insurance cov-
erage (whether or not qualified) provided by 
a rider on or as part of a life insurance con-
tract or an annuity contract— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—This title shall apply as 
if the portion of the contract providing such 
coverage is a separate contract. 

‘‘(2) DENIAL OF DEDUCTION UNDER SECTION 
213.—No deduction shall be allowed under sec-
tion 213(a) for any payment made for cov-
erage under a qualified long-term care insur-
ance contract if such payment is made as a 
charge against the cash surrender value of a 
life insurance contract or the cash value of 
an annuity contract. 

‘‘(3) PORTION DEFINED.—For purposes of 
this subsection, the term ‘portion’ means 
only the terms and benefits under a life in-
surance contract or annuity contract that 
are in addition to the terms and benefits 
under the contract without regard to long- 
term care insurance coverage. 

‘‘(4) ANNUITY CONTRACTS TO WHICH PARA-
GRAPH (1) DOES NOT APPLY.—For purposes of 
this subsection, none of the following shall 
be treated as an annuity contract: 

‘‘(A) A trust described in section 401(a) 
which is exempt from tax under section 
501(a). 

‘‘(B) A contract— 
‘‘(i) purchased by a trust described in sub-

paragraph (A), 
‘‘(ii) purchased as part of a plan described 

in section 403(a), 
‘‘(iii) described in section 403(b), 
‘‘(iv) provided for employees of a life insur-

ance company under a plan described in sec-
tion 818(a)(3), or 

‘‘(v) from an individual retirement account 
or an individual retirement annuity. 

‘‘(C) A contract purchased by an employer 
for the benefit of the employee (or the em-
ployee’s spouse). 
Any dividend described in section 404(k) 
which is received by a participant or bene-
ficiary shall, for purposes of this paragraph, 
be treated as paid under a separate contract 
to which subparagraph (B)(i) applies.’’. 

(d) INFORMATION REPORTING.— 
(1) Subpart B of part III of subchapter A of 

chapter 61 of such Code (relating to informa-
tion concerning transactions with other per-
sons) is amended by adding at the end the 
following new section: 

‘‘SEC. 6050U. CHARGES OR PAYMENTS FOR QUALI-
FIED LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE 
CONTRACTS UNDER COMBINED AR-
RANGEMENTS. 

‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT OF REPORTING.—Any 
person who makes a charge against the cash 
value of an annuity contract, or the cash 
surrender value of a life insurance contract, 
which is excludible from gross income under 
section 72(e)(11) shall make a return, accord-
ing to the forms or regulations prescribed by 
the Secretary, setting forth— 

‘‘(1) the amount of the aggregate of such 
charges against each such contract for the 
calendar year, 

‘‘(2) the amount of the reduction in the in-
vestment in each such contract by reason of 
such charges, and 

‘‘(3) the name, address, and TIN of the indi-
vidual who is the holder of each such con-
tract. 

‘‘(b) STATEMENTS TO BE FURNISHED TO PER-
SONS WITH RESPECT TO WHOM INFORMATION IS 
REQUIRED.—Every person required to make a 
return under subsection (a) shall furnish to 
each individual whose name is required to be 
set forth in such return a written statement 
showing— 

‘‘(1) the name, address, and phone number 
of the information contact of the person 
making the payments, and 

‘‘(2) the information required to be shown 
on the return with respect to such indi-
vidual. 
The written statement required under the 
preceding sentence shall be furnished to the 
individual on or before January 31 of the 
year following the calendar year for which 
the return under subsection (a) was required 
to be made.’’. 

(2) PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO FILE.— 
(A) RETURN.—Subparagraph (B) of section 

6724(d)(1) of such Code is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘or’’ at the end of clause (xvii), by strik-
ing ‘‘and’’ at the end of clause (xviii) and in-
serting ‘‘or’’, and by adding at the end the 
following new clause: 

‘‘(xix) section 6050U (relating to charges or 
payments for qualified long-term care insur-
ance contracts under combined arrange-
ments), and’’. 

(B) STATEMENT.—Paragraph (2) of section 
6724(d) of such Code is amended by striking 
‘‘or’’ at the end of subparagraph (AA), by 
striking the period at the end of subpara-
graph (BB), and by inserting after subpara-
graph (BB) the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(CC) section 6050U (relating to charges or 
payments for qualified long-term care insur-
ance contracts under combined arrange-
ments).’’. 

(3) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for subpart B of part III of sub-
chapter A of such chapter 61 of such Code is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new item: 
‘‘Sec. 6050U. Charges or payments for quali-

fied long-term care insurance 
contracts under combined ar-
rangements.’’. 

(e) TREATMENT OF POLICY ACQUISITION EX-
PENSES.—Subsection (e) of section 848 of such 
Code (relating to classification of contracts) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN QUALIFIED 
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE CONTRACT AR-
RANGEMENTS.—An annuity or life insurance 
contract which includes a qualified long- 
term care insurance contract as a part of or 
a rider on such annuity or life insurance con-
tract shall be treated as a specified insur-
ance contract not described in subparagraph 
(A) or (B) of subsection (c)(1).’’. 

(f) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Paragraph (1) 
of section 7702B(e) of such Code (as in effect 
before amendment by subsection (c)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘section’’ and inserting 
‘‘title’’. 
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(g) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this subsection, the amendments 
made by this section shall apply to contracts 
issued after December 31, 1996, but only with 
respect to taxable years beginning after De-
cember 31, 2009. 

(2) TAX-FREE EXCHANGES.—The amend-
ments made by subsection (b) shall apply 
with respect to exchanges occurring after 
December 31, 2009. 

(3) INFORMATION REPORTING.—The amend-
ments made by subsection (d) shall apply to 
charges made after December 31, 2009. 

(4) POLICY ACQUISITION EXPENSES.—The 
amendment made by subsection (e) shall 
apply to specified policy acquisition ex-
penses determined for taxable years begin-
ning after December 31, 2009. 

(5) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—The amend-
ment made by subsection (f) shall take effect 
as if included in section 321(a) of the Health 
Insurance Portability and Accountability 
Act of 1996. 
SEC. 845. DISTRIBUTIONS FROM GOVERNMENTAL 

RETIREMENT PLANS FOR HEALTH 
AND LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE 
FOR PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 402 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to tax-
ability of beneficiary of employees’ trust) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(l) DISTRIBUTIONS FROM GOVERNMENTAL 
PLANS FOR HEALTH AND LONG-TERM CARE IN-
SURANCE.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an em-
ployee who is an eligible retired public safe-
ty officer who makes the election described 
in paragraph (6) with respect to any taxable 
year of such employee, gross income of such 
employee for such taxable year does not in-
clude any distribution from an eligible re-
tirement plan to the extent that the aggre-
gate amount of such distributions does not 
exceed the amount paid by such employee for 
qualified health insurance premiums of the 
employee, his spouse, or dependents (as de-
fined in section 152) for such taxable year. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—The amount which may 
be excluded from gross income for the tax-
able year by reason of paragraph (1) shall not 
exceed $3,000. 

‘‘(3) DISTRIBUTIONS MUST OTHERWISE BE IN-
CLUDIBLE.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An amount shall be 
treated as a distribution for purposes of 
paragraph (1) only to the extent that such 
amount would be includible in gross income 
without regard to paragraph (1). 

‘‘(B) APPLICATION OF SECTION 72.—Notwith-
standing section 72, in determining the ex-
tent to which an amount is treated as a dis-
tribution for purposes of subparagraph (A), 
the aggregate amounts distributed from an 
eligible retirement plan in a taxable year (up 
to the amount excluded under paragraph (1)) 
shall be treated as includible in gross income 
(without regard to subparagraph (A)) to the 
extent that such amount does not exceed the 
aggregate amount which would have been so 
includible if all amounts distributed from all 
eligible retirement plans were treated as 1 
contract for purposes of determining the in-
clusion of such distribution under section 72. 
Proper adjustments shall be made in apply-
ing section 72 to other distributions in such 
taxable year and subsequent taxable years. 

‘‘(4) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub-
section— 

‘‘(A) ELIGIBLE RETIREMENT PLAN.—For pur-
poses of paragraph (1), the term ‘eligible re-
tirement plan’ means a governmental plan 
(within the meaning of section 414(d)) which 
is described in clause (iii), (iv), (v), or (vi) of 
subsection (c)(8)(B). 

‘‘(B) ELIGIBLE RETIRED PUBLIC SAFETY OFFI-
CER.—The term ‘eligible retired public safety 

officer’ means an individual who, by reason 
of disability or attainment of normal retire-
ment age, is separated from service as a pub-
lic safety officer with the employer who 
maintains the eligible retirement plan from 
which distributions subject to paragraph (1) 
are made. 

‘‘(C) PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER.—The term 
‘public safety officer’ shall have the same 
meaning given such term by section 
1204(9)(A) of the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 
3796b(9)(A)). 

‘‘(D) QUALIFIED HEALTH INSURANCE PRE-
MIUMS.—The term ‘qualified health insurance 
premiums’ means premiums for coverage for 
the eligible retired public safety officer, his 
spouse, and dependents, by an accident or 
health insurance plan or qualified long-term 
care insurance contract (as defined in sec-
tion 7702B(b)). 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULES.—For purposes of this 
subsection— 

‘‘(A) DIRECT PAYMENT TO INSURER RE-
QUIRED.—Paragraph (1) shall only apply to a 
distribution if payment of the premiums is 
made directly to the provider of the accident 
or health insurance plan or qualified long- 
term care insurance contract by deduction 
from a distribution from the eligible retire-
ment plan. 

‘‘(B) RELATED PLANS TREATED AS 1.—All eli-
gible retirement plans of an employer shall 
be treated as a single plan. 

‘‘(6) ELECTION DESCRIBED.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of para-

graph (1), an election is described in this 
paragraph if the election is made by an em-
ployee after separation from service with re-
spect to amounts not distributed from an eli-
gible retirement plan to have amounts from 
such plan distributed in order to pay for 
qualified health insurance premiums. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULE.—A plan shall not be 
treated as violating the requirements of sec-
tion 401, or as engaging in a prohibited trans-
action for purposes of section 503(b), merely 
because it provides for an election with re-
spect to amounts that are otherwise distrib-
utable under the plan or merely because of a 
distribution made pursuant to an election 
described in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(7) COORDINATION WITH MEDICAL EXPENSE 
DEDUCTION.—The amounts excluded from 
gross income under paragraph (1) shall not 
be taken into account under section 213. 

‘‘(8) COORDINATION WITH DEDUCTION FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE COSTS OF SELF-EMPLOYED 
INDIVIDUALS.—The amounts excluded from 
gross income under paragraph (1) shall not 
be taken into account under section 162(l).’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 403(a) of such Code (relating to 

taxability of beneficiary under a qualified 
annuity plan) is amended by inserting after 
paragraph (1) the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR HEALTH AND LONG- 
TERM CARE INSURANCE.—To the extent pro-
vided in section 402(l), paragraph (1) shall not 
apply to the amount distributed under the 
contract which is otherwise includible in 
gross income under this subsection.’’. 

(2) Section 403(b) of such Code (relating to 
taxability of beneficiary under annuity pur-
chased by section 501(c)(3) organization or 
public school) is amended by inserting after 
paragraph (1) the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR HEALTH AND LONG- 
TERM CARE INSURANCE.—To the extent pro-
vided in section 402(l), paragraph (1) shall not 
apply to the amount distributed under the 
contract which is otherwise includible in 
gross income under this subsection.’’. 

(3) Section 457(a) of such Code (relating to 
year of inclusion in gross income) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(3) SPECIAL RULE FOR HEALTH AND LONG- 
TERM CARE INSURANCE.—In the case of a plan 
of an eligible employer described in sub-
section (e)(1)(A), to the extent provided in 
section 402(l), paragraph (1) shall not apply 
to amounts otherwise includible in gross in-
come under this subsection.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions in taxable years beginning after De-
cember 31, 2006. 

Subtitle E—United States Tax Court 
Modernization 

SEC. 851. COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENTS FOR 
TAX COURT JUDICIAL SURVIVOR AN-
NUITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (s) of section 
7448 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (re-
lating to annuities to surviving spouses and 
dependent children of judges) is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(s) INCREASES IN SURVIVOR ANNUITIES.— 
Each time that an increase is made under 
section 8340(b) of title 5, United States Code, 
in annuities payable under subchapter III of 
chapter 83 of that title, each annuity payable 
from the survivors annuity fund under this 
section shall be increased at the same time 
by the same percentage by which annuities 
are increased under such section 8340(b).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply with respect 
to increases made under section 8340(b) of 
title 5, United States Code, in annuities pay-
able under subchapter III of chapter 83 of 
that title, taking effect after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 852. COST OF LIFE INSURANCE COVERAGE 

FOR TAX COURT JUDGES AGE 65 OR 
OVER. 

Section 7472 of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 (relating to expenditures) is amended 
by inserting after the first sentence the fol-
lowing new sentence: ‘‘Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Tax Court is au-
thorized to pay on behalf of its judges, age 65 
or over, any increase in the cost of Federal 
Employees’ Group Life Insurance imposed 
after the date of the enactment of the Pen-
sion Protection Act of 2006, including any ex-
penses generated by such payments, as au-
thorized by the chief judge in a manner con-
sistent with such payments authorized by 
the Judicial Conference of the United States 
pursuant to section 604(a)(5) of title 28, 
United States Code.’’ 
SEC. 853. PARTICIPATION OF TAX COURT JUDGES 

IN THE THRIFT SAVINGS PLAN. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7447 of the Inter-

nal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to retire-
ment of judges) is amended by adding at the 
end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(j) THRIFT SAVINGS PLAN.— 
‘‘(1) ELECTION TO CONTRIBUTE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A judge of the Tax 

Court may elect to contribute to the Thrift 
Savings Fund established by section 8437 of 
title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(B) PERIOD OF ELECTION.—An election may 
be made under this paragraph only during a 
period provided under section 8432(b) of title 
5, United States Code, for individuals subject 
to chapter 84 of such title. 

‘‘(2) APPLICABILITY OF TITLE 5 PROVISIONS.— 
Except as otherwise provided in this sub-
section, the provisions of subchapters III and 
VII of chapter 84 of title 5, United States 
Code, shall apply with respect to a judge who 
makes an election under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(3) SPECIAL RULES.— 
‘‘(A) AMOUNT CONTRIBUTED.—The amount 

contributed by a judge to the Thrift Savings 
Fund in any pay period shall not exceed the 
maximum percentage of such judge’s basic 
pay for such period as allowable under sec-
tion 8440f of title 5, United States Code. 
Basic pay does not include any retired pay 
paid pursuant to this section. 
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‘‘(B) CONTRIBUTIONS FOR BENEFIT OF 

JUDGE.—No contributions may be made for 
the benefit of a judge under section 8432(c) of 
title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(C) APPLICABILITY OF SECTION 8433(b) OF 
TITLE 5 WHETHER OR NOT JUDGE RETIRES.— 
Section 8433(b) of title 5, United States Code, 
applies with respect to a judge who makes an 
election under paragraph (1) and who ei-
ther— 

‘‘(i) retires under subsection (b), or 
‘‘(ii) ceases to serve as a judge of the Tax 

Court but does not retire under subsection 
(b). 

Retirement under subsection (b) is a separa-
tion from service for purposes of subchapters 
III and VII of chapter 84 of that title. 

‘‘(D) APPLICABILITY OF SECTION 8351(b)(5) OF 
TITLE 5.—The provisions of section 8351(b)(5) 
of title 5, United States Code, shall apply 
with respect to a judge who makes an elec-
tion under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(E) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding sub-
paragraph (C), if any judge retires under this 
section, or resigns without having met the 
age and service requirements set forth under 
subsection (b)(2), and such judge’s nonforfeit-
able account balance is less than an amount 
that the Executive Director of the Federal 
Retirement Thrift Investment Board pre-
scribes by regulation, the Executive Director 
shall pay the nonforfeitable account balance 
to the participant in a single payment.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act, except 
that United States Tax Court judges may 
only begin to participate in the Thrift Sav-
ings Plan at the next open season beginning 
after such date. 

SEC. 854. ANNUITIES TO SURVIVING SPOUSES 
AND DEPENDENT CHILDREN OF SPE-
CIAL TRIAL JUDGES OF THE TAX 
COURT. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 7448(a) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to defi-
nitions), as amended by this Act, is amended 
by redesignating paragraphs (5), (6), (7), and 
(8) as paragraphs (7), (8), (9), and (10), respec-
tively, and by inserting after paragraph (4) 
the following new paragraphs: 

‘‘(5) The term ‘special trial judge’ means a 
judicial officer appointed pursuant to section 
7443A, including any individual receiving an 
annuity under chapters 83 or 84 of title 5, 
United States Code, whether or not per-
forming judicial duties under section 7443B. 

‘‘(6) The term ‘special trial judge’s salary’ 
means the salary of a special trial judge re-
ceived under section 7443A(d), any amount 
received as an annuity under chapters 83 or 
84 of title 5, United States Code, and com-
pensation received under section 7443B.’’. 

(b) ELECTION.—Subsection (b) of section 
7448 of such Code (relating to annuities to 
surviving spouses and dependent children of 
judges) is amended— 

(1) by striking the subsection heading and 
inserting the following: 

‘‘(b) ELECTION.— 
‘‘(1) JUDGES.—’’, 
(2) by moving the text 2 ems to the right, 

and 
(3) by adding at the end the following new 

paragraph: 
‘‘(2) SPECIAL TRIAL JUDGES.—Any special 

trial judge may by written election filed 
with the chief judge bring himself or herself 
within the purview of this section. Such elec-
tion shall be filed not later than the later of 
6 months after— 

‘‘(A) 6 months after the date of the enact-
ment of this paragraph, 

‘‘(B) the date the judge takes office, or 
‘‘(C) the date the judge marries.’’. 
(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 

(1) The heading of section 7448 of such Code 
is amended by inserting ‘‘AND SPECIAL TRIAL 
JUDGES’’ after ‘‘JUDGES’’. 

(2) The item relating to section 7448 in the 
table of sections for part I of subchapter C of 
chapter 76 of such Code is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘and special trial judges’’ after ‘‘judges’’. 

(3) Subsections (c)(1), (d), (f), (g), (h), (j), 
(m), (n), and (u) of section 7448 of such Code, 
as amended by this Act, are each amended— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘or special trial judge’’ 
after ‘‘judge’’ each place it appears other 
than in the phrase ‘‘chief judge’’, and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘or special trial judge’s’’ 
after ‘‘judge’s’’ each place it appears. 

(4) Section 7448(c) of such Code is amend-
ed— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘Tax 
Court judges’’ and inserting ‘‘Tax Court judi-
cial officers’’, 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘and 

section 7443A(d)’’ after ‘‘(a)(4)’’, and 
(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘sub-

section (a)(4)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsections 
(a)(4) and (a)(6)’’. 

(5) Section 7448(j)(1) of such Code is amend-
ed— 

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘serv-
ice or retired’’ and inserting ‘‘service, re-
tired’’, and by inserting ‘‘, or receiving any 
annuity under chapters 83 or 84 of title 5, 
United States Code,’’ after ‘‘section 7447’’, 
and 

(B) in the last sentence, by striking ‘‘sub-
sections (a) (6) and (7)’’ and inserting ‘‘para-
graphs (8) and (9) of subsection (a)’’. 

(6) Section 7448(m)(1) of such Code, as 
amended by this Act, is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘or any annuity under chapters 83 or 84 
of title 5, United States Code’’ after 
‘‘7447(d)’’. 

(7) Section 7448(n) of such Code is amended 
by inserting ‘‘his years of service pursuant 
to any appointment under section 7443A,’’ 
after ‘‘of the Tax Court,’’. 

(8) Section 3121(b)(5)(E) of such Code is 
amended by inserting ‘‘or special trial 
judge’’ before ‘‘of the United States Tax 
Court’’. 

(9) Section 210(a)(5)(E) of the Social Secu-
rity Act is amended by inserting ‘‘or special 
trial judge’’ before ‘‘of the United States Tax 
Court’’. 
SEC. 855. JURISDICTION OF TAX COURT OVER 

COLLECTION DUE PROCESS CASES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section 

6330(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
(relating to proceeding after hearing) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(1) JUDICIAL REVIEW OF DETERMINATION.— 
The person may, within 30 days of a deter-
mination under this section, appeal such de-
termination to the Tax Court (and the Tax 
Court shall have jurisdiction with respect to 
such matter).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to deter-
minations made after the date which is 60 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 
SEC. 856. PROVISIONS FOR RECALL. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part I of subchapter C of 
chapter 76 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 is amended by inserting after section 
7443A the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 7443B. RECALL OF SPECIAL TRIAL JUDGES 

OF THE TAX COURT. 
‘‘(a) RECALLING OF RETIRED SPECIAL TRIAL 

JUDGES.—Any individual who has retired 
pursuant to the applicable provisions of title 
5, United States Code, upon reaching the age 
and service requirements established there-
in, may at or after retirement be called upon 
by the chief judge of the Tax Court to per-
form such judicial duties with the Tax Court 
as may be requested of such individual for 

any period or periods specified by the chief 
judge; except that in the case of any such in-
dividual— 

‘‘(1) the aggregate of such periods in any 1 
calendar year shall not (without such indi-
vidual’s consent) exceed 90 calendar days, 
and 

‘‘(2) such individual shall be relieved of 
performing such duties during any period in 
which illness or disability precludes the per-
formance of such duties. 
Any act, or failure to act, by an individual 
performing judicial duties pursuant to this 
subsection shall have the same force and ef-
fect as if it were the act (or failure to act) of 
a special trial judge of the Tax Court. 

‘‘(b) COMPENSATION.—For the year in which 
a period of recall occurs, the special trial 
judge shall receive, in addition to the annu-
ity provided under the applicable provisions 
of title 5, United States Code, an amount 
equal to the difference between that annuity 
and the current salary of the office to which 
the special trial judge is recalled. 

‘‘(c) RULEMAKING AUTHORITY.—The provi-
sions of this section may be implemented 
under such rules as may be promulgated by 
the Tax Court.’’ 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for part I of subchapter C of chapter 
76 of such Code is amended by inserting after 
the item relating to section 7443A the fol-
lowing new item: 
‘‘Sec. 7443B. Recall of special trial judges of 

the Tax Court.’’. 
SEC. 857. AUTHORITY FOR SPECIAL TRIAL 

JUDGES TO HEAR AND DECIDE CER-
TAIN EMPLOYMENT STATUS CASES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7443A(b) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to 
proceedings which may be assigned to spe-
cial trial judges) is amended by striking 
‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph (4), by redesig-
nating paragraph (5) as paragraph (6), and by 
inserting after paragraph (4) the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) any proceeding under section 7436(c), 
and’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
7443A(c) of such Code is amended by striking 
‘‘or (4)’’ and inserting ‘‘(4), or (5)’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to any pro-
ceeding under section 7436(c) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 with respect to which a 
decision has not become final (as determined 
under section 7481 of such Code) before the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 858. CONFIRMATION OF AUTHORITY OF TAX 

COURT TO APPLY DOCTRINE OF EQ-
UITABLE RECOUPMENT. 

(a) CONFIRMATION OF AUTHORITY OF TAX 
COURT TO APPLY DOCTRINE OF EQUITABLE 
RECOUPMENT.—Section 6214(b) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to jurisdiction 
over other years and quarters) is amended by 
adding at the end the following new sen-
tence: ‘‘Notwithstanding the preceding sen-
tence, the Tax Court may apply the doctrine 
of equitable recoupment to the same extent 
that it is available in civil tax cases before 
the district courts of the United States and 
the United States Court of Federal Claims.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to any ac-
tion or proceeding in the United States Tax 
Court with respect to which a decision has 
not become final (as determined under sec-
tion 7481 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986) as of the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 
SEC. 859. TAX COURT FILING FEE IN ALL CASES 

COMMENCED BY FILING PETITION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7451 of the Inter-

nal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to fee for 
filing a Tax Court petition) is amended by 
striking all that follows ‘‘petition’’ and in-
serting a period. 
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(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 

made by this section shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 860. EXPANDED USE OF TAX COURT PRAC-

TICE FEE FOR PRO SE TAXPAYERS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7475(b) of the In-

ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to use 
of fees) is amended by inserting before the 
period at the end ‘‘and to provide services to 
pro se taxpayers’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

Subtitle F—Other Provisions 
SEC. 861. EXTENSION TO ALL GOVERNMENTAL 

PLANS OF CURRENT MORATORIUM 
ON APPLICATION OF CERTAIN NON-
DISCRIMINATION RULES APPLICA-
BLE TO STATE AND LOCAL PLANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) Subparagraph (G) of section 401(a)(5) 

and subparagraph (G) of section 401(a)(26) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 are each 
amended by striking ‘‘section 414(d))’’ and all 
that follows and inserting ‘‘section 414(d)).’’. 

(2) Subparagraph (G) of section 401(k)(3) of 
such Code and paragraph (2) of section 1505(d) 
of the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 (Public 
Law 105–34; 111 Stat. 1063) are each amended 
by striking ‘‘maintained by a State or local 
government or political subdivision thereof 
(or agency or instrumentality thereof)’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) The heading of subparagraph (G) of sec-

tion 401(a)(5) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 is amended by striking ‘‘STATE AND 
LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL’’ and inserting ‘‘GOV-
ERNMENTAL’’. 

(2) The heading of subparagraph (G) of sec-
tion 401(a)(26) of such Code is amended by 
striking ‘‘EXCEPTION FOR STATE AND LOCAL’’ 
and inserting ‘‘EXCEPTION FOR’’. 

(3) Section 401(k)(3)(G) of such Code is 
amended by inserting ‘‘GOVERNMENTAL 
PLAN.—’’ after ‘‘(G)’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to any year 
beginning after the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 
SEC. 862. ELIMINATION OF AGGREGATE LIMIT 

FOR USAGE OF EXCESS FUNDS 
FROM BLACK LUNG DISABILITY 
TRUSTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—So much of section 
501(c)(21)(C) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 (relating to black lung disability trusts) 
as precedes the last sentence is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(C) Payments described in subparagraph 
(A)(i)(IV) may be made from such trust dur-
ing a taxable year only to the extent that 
the aggregate amount of such payments dur-
ing such taxable year does not exceed the ex-
cess (if any), as of the close of the preceding 
taxable year, of— 

‘‘(i) the fair market value of the assets of 
the trust, over 

‘‘(ii) 110 percent of the present value of the 
liability described in subparagraph (A)(i)(I) 
of such person.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2006. 
SEC. 863. TREATMENT OF DEATH BENEFITS 

FROM CORPORATE-OWNED LIFE IN-
SURANCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to certain 
death benefits) is amended by adding at the 
end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(j) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN EMPLOYER- 
OWNED LIFE INSURANCE CONTRACTS.— 

‘‘(1) GENERAL RULE.—In the case of an em-
ployer-owned life insurance contract, the 
amount excluded from gross income of an ap-
plicable policyholder by reason of paragraph 
(1) of subsection (a) shall not exceed an 
amount equal to the sum of the premiums 

and other amounts paid by the policyholder 
for the contract. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTIONS.—In the case of an em-
ployer-owned life insurance contract with re-
spect to which the notice and consent re-
quirements of paragraph (4) are met, para-
graph (1) shall not apply to any of the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(A) EXCEPTIONS BASED ON INSURED’S STA-
TUS.—Any amount received by reason of the 
death of an insured who, with respect to an 
applicable policyholder— 

‘‘(i) was an employee at any time during 
the 12-month period before the insured’s 
death, or 

‘‘(ii) is, at the time the contract is issued— 
‘‘(I) a director, 
‘‘(II) a highly compensated employee with-

in the meaning of section 414(q) (without re-
gard to paragraph (1)(B)(ii) thereof), or 

‘‘(III) a highly compensated individual 
within the meaning of section 105(h)(5), ex-
cept that ‘35 percent’ shall be substituted for 
‘25 percent’ in subparagraph (C) thereof. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION FOR AMOUNTS PAID TO IN-
SURED’S HEIRS.—Any amount received by rea-
son of the death of an insured to the extent— 

‘‘(i) the amount is paid to a member of the 
family (within the meaning of section 
267(c)(4)) of the insured, any individual who 
is the designated beneficiary of the insured 
under the contract (other than the applica-
ble policyholder), a trust established for the 
benefit of any such member of the family or 
designated beneficiary, or the estate of the 
insured, or 

‘‘(ii) the amount is used to purchase an eq-
uity (or capital or profits) interest in the ap-
plicable policyholder from any person de-
scribed in clause (i). 

‘‘(3) EMPLOYER-OWNED LIFE INSURANCE CON-
TRACT.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the term ‘employer-owned life insur-
ance contract’ means a life insurance con-
tract which— 

‘‘(i) is owned by a person engaged in a 
trade or business and under which such per-
son (or a related person described in subpara-
graph (B)(ii)) is directly or indirectly a bene-
ficiary under the contract, and 

‘‘(ii) covers the life of an insured who is an 
employee with respect to the trade or busi-
ness of the applicable policyholder on the 
date the contract is issued. 

For purposes of the preceding sentence, if 
coverage for each insured under a master 
contract is treated as a separate contract for 
purposes of sections 817(h), 7702, and 7702A, 
coverage for each such insured shall be treat-
ed as a separate contract. 

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE POLICYHOLDER.—For pur-
poses of this subsection— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable pol-
icyholder’ means, with respect to any em-
ployer-owned life insurance contract, the 
person described in subparagraph (A)(i) 
which owns the contract. 

‘‘(ii) RELATED PERSONS.—The term ‘appli-
cable policyholder’ includes any person 
which— 

‘‘(I) bears a relationship to the person de-
scribed in clause (i) which is specified in sec-
tion 267(b) or 707(b)(1), or 

‘‘(II) is engaged in trades or businesses 
with such person which are under common 
control (within the meaning of subsection (a) 
or (b) of section 52). 

‘‘(4) NOTICE AND CONSENT REQUIREMENTS.— 
The notice and consent requirements of this 
paragraph are met if, before the issuance of 
the contract, the employee— 

‘‘(A) is notified in writing that the applica-
ble policyholder intends to insure the em-
ployee’s life and the maximum face amount 
for which the employee could be insured at 
the time the contract was issued, 

‘‘(B) provides written consent to being in-
sured under the contract and that such cov-
erage may continue after the insured termi-
nates employment, and 

‘‘(C) is informed in writing that an applica-
ble policyholder will be a beneficiary of any 
proceeds payable upon the death of the em-
ployee. 

‘‘(5) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub-
section— 

‘‘(A) EMPLOYEE.—The term ‘employee’ in-
cludes an officer, director, and highly com-
pensated employee (within the meaning of 
section 414(q)). 

‘‘(B) INSURED.—The term ‘insured’ means, 
with respect to an employer-owned life in-
surance contract, an individual covered by 
the contract who is a United States citizen 
or resident. In the case of a contract cov-
ering the joint lives of 2 individuals, ref-
erences to an insured include both of the in-
dividuals.’’. 

(b) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—Subpart A 
of part III of subchapter A of chapter 61 of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating 
to information concerning persons subject to 
special provisions) is amended by inserting 
after section 6039H the following new sec-
tion: 
‘‘SEC. 6039I. RETURNS AND RECORDS WITH RE-

SPECT TO EMPLOYER-OWNED LIFE 
INSURANCE CONTRACTS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Every applicable policy-
holder owning 1 or more employer-owned life 
insurance contracts issued after the date of 
the enactment of this section shall file a re-
turn (at such time and in such manner as the 
Secretary shall by regulations prescribe) 
showing for each year such contracts are 
owned— 

‘‘(1) the number of employees of the appli-
cable policyholder at the end of the year, 

‘‘(2) the number of such employees insured 
under such contracts at the end of the year, 

‘‘(3) the total amount of insurance in force 
at the end of the year under such contracts, 

‘‘(4) the name, address, and taxpayer iden-
tification number of the applicable policy-
holder and the type of business in which the 
policyholder is engaged, and 

‘‘(5) that the applicable policyholder has a 
valid consent for each insured employee (or, 
if all such consents are not obtained, the 
number of insured employees for whom such 
consent was not obtained). 

‘‘(b) RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENT.—Each 
applicable policyholder owning 1 or more 
employer-owned life insurance contracts 
during any year shall keep such records as 
may be necessary for purposes of deter-
mining whether the requirements of this sec-
tion and section 101(j) are met. 

‘‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—Any term used in this 
section which is used in section 101(j) shall 
have the same meaning given such term by 
section 101(j).’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Paragraph (1) of section 101(a) of the In-

ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by 
striking ‘‘and subsection (f)’’ and inserting 
‘‘subsection (f), and subsection (j)’’. 

(2) The table of sections for subpart A of 
part III of subchapter A of chapter 61 of such 
Code is amended by inserting after the item 
relating to section 6039H the following new 
item: 
‘‘Sec. 6039I. Returns and records with re-

spect to employer-owned life in-
surance contracts.’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to life in-
surance contracts issued after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, except for a contract 
issued after such date pursuant to an ex-
change described in section 1035 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 for a contract 
issued on or prior to that date. For purposes 
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of the preceding sentence, any material in-
crease in the death benefit or other material 
change shall cause the contract to be treated 
as a new contract except that, in the case of 
a master contract (within the meaning of 
section 264(f)(4)(E) of such Code), the addi-
tion of covered lives shall be treated as a 
new contract only with respect to such addi-
tional covered lives. 
SEC. 864. TREATMENT OF TEST ROOM SUPER-

VISORS AND PROCTORS WHO ASSIST 
IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF COL-
LEGE ENTRANCE AND PLACEMENT 
EXAMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 530 of the Rev-
enue Reconciliation Act of 1978 is amended 
by adding at the end the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(f) TREATMENT OF TEST ROOM SUPER-
VISORS AND PROCTORS WHO ASSIST IN THE AD-
MINISTRATION OF COLLEGE ENTRANCE AND 
PLACEMENT EXAMS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an indi-
vidual described in paragraph (2) who is pro-
viding services as a test proctor or room su-
pervisor by assisting in the administration 
of college entrance or placement examina-
tions, this section shall be applied to such 
services performed after December 31, 2006 
(and remuneration paid for such services) 
without regard to subsection (a)(3) thereof. 

‘‘(2) APPLICABILITY.—An individual is de-
scribed in this paragraph if the individual— 

‘‘(A) is providing the services described in 
subsection (a) to an organization described 
in section 501(c), and exempt from tax under 
section 501(a), of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986, and 

‘‘(B) is not otherwise treated as an em-
ployee of such organization for purposes of 
subtitle C of such Code (relating to employ-
ment taxes).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to remu-
neration for services performed after Decem-
ber 31, 2006. 
SEC. 865. GRANDFATHER RULE FOR CHURCH 

PLANS WHICH SELF-ANNUITIZE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any plan 
year ending after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, annuity payments provided with 
respect to any account maintained for a par-
ticipant or beneficiary under a qualified 
church plan shall not fail to satisfy the re-
quirements of section 401(a)(9) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 merely because the 
payments are not made under an annuity 
contract purchased from an insurance com-
pany if such payments would not fail such 
requirements if provided with respect to a 
retirement income account described in sec-
tion 403(b)(9) of such Code. 

(b) QUALIFIED CHURCH PLAN.—For purposes 
of this section, the term ‘‘qualified church 
plan’’ means any money purchase pension 
plan described in section 401(a) of such Code 
which— 

(1) is a church plan (as defined in section 
414(e) of such Code) with respect to which the 
election provided by section 410(d) of such 
Code has not been made, and 

(2) was in existence on April 17, 2002. 
SEC. 866. EXEMPTION FOR INCOME FROM LEVER-

AGED REAL ESTATE HELD BY 
CHURCH PLANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 514(c)(9)(C) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by 
striking ‘‘or’’ after clause (ii), by striking 
the period at the end of clause (iii) and in-
serting ‘‘; or’’, and by inserting after clause 
(iii) the following: 

‘‘(iv) a retirement income account de-
scribed in section 403(b)(9).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to taxable 
years beginning on or after the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

SEC. 867. CHURCH PLAN RULE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (11) of section 

415(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘Subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) shall not 
apply to a plan maintained by an organiza-
tion described in section 3121(w)(3)(A) except 
with respect to highly compensated benefits. 
For purposes of this paragraph, the term 
‘highly compensated benefits’ means any 
benefits accrued for an employee in any year 
on or after the first year in which such em-
ployee is a highly compensated employee (as 
defined in section 414(q)) of the organization 
described in section 3121(w)(3)(A). For pur-
poses of applying paragraph (1)(B) to highly 
compensated benefits, all benefits of the em-
ployee otherwise taken into account (with-
out regard to this paragraph) shall be taken 
into account.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to years be-
ginning after December 31, 2006. 
SEC. 868. GRATUITOUS TRANSFER FOR BENEFITS 

OF EMPLOYEES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (E) of sec-

tion 664(g)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 is amended by inserting ‘‘(determined on 
the basis of fair market value of securities 
when allocated to participants)’’ after ‘‘para-
graph (7)’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
TITLE IX—INCREASE IN PENSION PLAN 

DIVERSIFICATION AND PARTICIPATION 
AND OTHER PENSION PROVISIONS 

SEC. 901. DEFINED CONTRIBUTION PLANS RE-
QUIRED TO PROVIDE EMPLOYEES 
WITH FREEDOM TO INVEST THEIR 
PLAN ASSETS. 

(a) AMENDMENTS OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE.— 

(1) QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—Section 
401(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
(relating to qualified pension, profit-sharing, 
and stock bonus plans) is amended by insert-
ing after paragraph (34) the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(35) DIVERSIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 
CERTAIN DEFINED CONTRIBUTION PLANS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A trust which is part of 
an applicable defined contribution plan shall 
not be treated as a qualified trust unless the 
plan meets the diversification requirements 
of subparagraphs (B), (C), and (D). 

‘‘(B) EMPLOYEE CONTRIBUTIONS AND ELEC-
TIVE DEFERRALS INVESTED IN EMPLOYER SECU-
RITIES.—In the case of the portion of an ap-
plicable individual’s account attributable to 
employee contributions and elective defer-
rals which is invested in employer securities, 
a plan meets the requirements of this sub-
paragraph if the applicable individual may 
elect to direct the plan to divest any such se-
curities and to reinvest an equivalent 
amount in other investment options meeting 
the requirements of subparagraph (D). 

‘‘(C) EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTIONS INVESTED IN 
EMPLOYER SECURITIES.—In the case of the 
portion of the account attributable to em-
ployer contributions other than elective de-
ferrals which is invested in employer securi-
ties, a plan meets the requirements of this 
subparagraph if each applicable individual 
who— 

‘‘(i) is a participant who has completed at 
least 3 years of service, or 

‘‘(ii) is a beneficiary of a participant de-
scribed in clause (i) or of a deceased partici-
pant, 

may elect to direct the plan to divest any 
such securities and to reinvest an equivalent 
amount in other investment options meeting 
the requirements of subparagraph (D). 

‘‘(D) INVESTMENT OPTIONS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 

subparagraph are met if the plan offers not 

less than 3 investment options, other than 
employer securities, to which an applicable 
individual may direct the proceeds from the 
divestment of employer securities pursuant 
to this paragraph, each of which is diversi-
fied and has materially different risk and re-
turn characteristics. 

‘‘(ii) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS 
AND CONDITIONS.— 

‘‘(I) TIME FOR MAKING INVESTMENT 
CHOICES.—A plan shall not be treated as fail-
ing to meet the requirements of this sub-
paragraph merely because the plan limits 
the time for divestment and reinvestment to 
periodic, reasonable opportunities occurring 
no less frequently than quarterly. 

‘‘(II) CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS AND CONDITIONS 
NOT ALLOWED.—Except as provided in regula-
tions, a plan shall not meet the requirements 
of this subparagraph if the plan imposes re-
strictions or conditions with respect to the 
investment of employer securities which are 
not imposed on the investment of other as-
sets of the plan. This subclause shall not 
apply to any restrictions or conditions im-
posed by reason of the application of securi-
ties laws. 

‘‘(E) APPLICABLE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION 
PLAN.—For purposes of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable de-
fined contribution plan’ means any defined 
contribution plan which holds any publicly 
traded employer securities. 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN ESOPS.—Such 
term does not include an employee stock 
ownership plan if— 

‘‘(I) there are no contributions to such plan 
(or earnings thereunder) which are held 
within such plan and are subject to sub-
section (k) or (m), and 

‘‘(II) such plan is a separate plan for pur-
poses of section 414(l) with respect to any 
other defined benefit plan or defined con-
tribution plan maintained by the same em-
ployer or employers. 

‘‘(iii) EXCEPTION FOR ONE PARTICIPANT 
PLANS.—Such term does not include a one- 
participant retirement plan. 

‘‘(iv) ONE-PARTICIPANT RETIREMENT PLAN.— 
For purposes of clause (iii), the term ‘one- 
participant retirement plan’ means a retire-
ment plan that— 

‘‘(I) on the first day of the plan year cov-
ered only one individual (or the individual 
and the individual’s spouse) and the indi-
vidual owned 100 percent of the plan sponsor 
(whether or not incorporated), or covered 
only one or more partners (or partners and 
their spouses) in the plan sponsor, 

‘‘(II) meets the minimum coverage require-
ments of section 410(b) without being com-
bined with any other plan of the business 
that covers the employees of the business, 

‘‘(III) does not provide benefits to anyone 
except the individual (and the individual’s 
spouse) or the partners (and their spouses), 

‘‘(IV) does not cover a business that is a 
member of an affiliated service group, a con-
trolled group of corporations, or a group of 
businesses under common control, and 

‘‘(V) does not cover a business that uses 
the services of leased employees (within the 
meaning of section 414(n)). 
For purposes of this clause, the term ‘part-
ner’ includes a 2-percent shareholder (as de-
fined in section 1372(b)) of an S corporation. 

‘‘(F) CERTAIN PLANS TREATED AS HOLDING 
PUBLICLY TRADED EMPLOYER SECURITIES.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
regulations or in clause (ii), a plan holding 
employer securities which are not publicly 
traded employer securities shall be treated 
as holding publicly traded employer securi-
ties if any employer corporation, or any 
member of a controlled group of corpora-
tions which includes such employer corpora-
tion, has issued a class of stock which is a 
publicly traded employer security. 
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‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN CONTROLLED 

GROUPS WITH PUBLICLY TRADED SECURITIES.— 
Clause (i) shall not apply to a plan if— 

‘‘(I) no employer corporation, or parent 
corporation of an employer corporation, has 
issued any publicly traded employer secu-
rity, and 

‘‘(II) no employer corporation, or parent 
corporation of an employer corporation, has 
issued any special class of stock which 
grants particular rights to, or bears par-
ticular risks for, the holder or issuer with re-
spect to any corporation described in clause 
(i) which has issued any publicly traded em-
ployer security. 

‘‘(iii) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this 
subparagraph, the term— 

‘‘(I) ‘controlled group of corporations’ has 
the meaning given such term by section 
1563(a), except that ‘50 percent’ shall be sub-
stituted for ‘80 percent’ each place it ap-
pears, 

‘‘(II) ‘employer corporation’ means a cor-
poration which is an employer maintaining 
the plan, and 

‘‘(III) ‘parent corporation’ has the meaning 
given such term by section 424(e). 

‘‘(G) OTHER DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of 
this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) APPLICABLE INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘ap-
plicable individual’ means— 

‘‘(I) any participant in the plan, and 
‘‘(II) any beneficiary who has an account 

under the plan with respect to which the 
beneficiary is entitled to exercise the rights 
of a participant. 

‘‘(ii) ELECTIVE DEFERRAL.—The term ‘elec-
tive deferral’ means an employer contribu-
tion described in section 402(g)(3)(A). 

‘‘(iii) EMPLOYER SECURITY.—The term ‘em-
ployer security’ has the meaning given such 
term by section 407(d)(1) of the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974. 

‘‘(iv) EMPLOYEE STOCK OWNERSHIP PLAN.— 
The term ‘employee stock ownership plan’ 
has the meaning given such term by section 
4975(e)(7). 

‘‘(v) PUBLICLY TRADED EMPLOYER SECURI-
TIES.—The term ‘publicly traded employer 
securities’ means employer securities which 
are readily tradable on an established securi-
ties market. 

‘‘(vi) YEAR OF SERVICE.—The term ‘year of 
service’ has the meaning given such term by 
section 411(a)(5). 

‘‘(H) TRANSITION RULE FOR SECURITIES AT-
TRIBUTABLE TO EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTIONS.— 

‘‘(i) RULES PHASED IN OVER 3 YEARS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—In the case of the portion 

of an account to which subparagraph (C) ap-
plies and which consists of employer securi-
ties acquired in a plan year beginning before 
January 1, 2007, subparagraph (C) shall only 
apply to the applicable percentage of such 
securities. This subparagraph shall be ap-
plied separately with respect to each class of 
securities. 

‘‘(II) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN PARTICIPANTS 
AGED 55 OR OVER.—Subclause (I) shall not 
apply to an applicable individual who is a 
participant who has attained age 55 and com-
pleted at least 3 years of service before the 
first plan year beginning after December 31, 
2005. 

‘‘(ii) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of clause (i), the applicable percentage 
shall be determined as follows: 
‘‘Plan year to which The applicable 

subparagraph (C) 
applies: 

percentage is: 

1st ................................................... 33
2d .................................................... 66
3d and following .............................. 100.’’. 
(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) Section 401(a)(28)(B) of such Code (re-

lating to additional requirements relating to 
employee stock ownership plans) is amended 

by adding at the end the following new 
clause: 

‘‘(v) EXCEPTION.—This subparagraph shall 
not apply to an applicable defined contribu-
tion plan (as defined in paragraph (35)(E)).’’ 

(B) Section 409(h)(7) of such Code is amend-
ed by inserting ‘‘or subparagraph (B) or (C) 
of section 401(a)(35)’’ before the period at the 
end. 

(C) Section 4980(c)(3)(A) of such Code is 
amended by striking ‘‘if—’’ and all that fol-
lows and inserting ‘‘if the requirements of 
subparagraphs (B), (C), and (D) are met.’’ 

(b) AMENDMENTS OF ERISA.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 204 of the Em-

ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1054) is amended by redesig-
nating subsection (j) as subsection (k) and by 
inserting after subsection (i) the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(j) DIVERSIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 
CERTAIN INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNT PLANS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An applicable individual 
account plan shall meet the diversification 
requirements of paragraphs (2), (3), and (4). 

‘‘(2) EMPLOYEE CONTRIBUTIONS AND ELEC-
TIVE DEFERRALS INVESTED IN EMPLOYER SECU-
RITIES.—In the case of the portion of an ap-
plicable individual’s account attributable to 
employee contributions and elective defer-
rals which is invested in employer securities, 
a plan meets the requirements of this para-
graph if the applicable individual may elect 
to direct the plan to divest any such securi-
ties and to reinvest an equivalent amount in 
other investment options meeting the re-
quirements of paragraph (4). 

‘‘(3) EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTIONS INVESTED IN 
EMPLOYER SECURITIES.—In the case of the 
portion of the account attributable to em-
ployer contributions other than elective de-
ferrals which is invested in employer securi-
ties, a plan meets the requirements of this 
paragraph if each applicable individual 
who— 

‘‘(A) is a participant who has completed at 
least 3 years of service, or 

‘‘(B) is a beneficiary of a participant de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) or of a deceased 
participant, 
may elect to direct the plan to divest any 
such securities and to reinvest an equivalent 
amount in other investment options meeting 
the requirements of paragraph (4). 

‘‘(4) INVESTMENT OPTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of 

this paragraph are met if the plan offers not 
less than 3 investment options, other than 
employer securities, to which an applicable 
individual may direct the proceeds from the 
divestment of employer securities pursuant 
to this subsection, each of which is diversi-
fied and has materially different risk and re-
turn characteristics. 

‘‘(B) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS 
AND CONDITIONS.— 

‘‘(i) TIME FOR MAKING INVESTMENT 
CHOICES.—A plan shall not be treated as fail-
ing to meet the requirements of this para-
graph merely because the plan limits the 
time for divestment and reinvestment to 
periodic, reasonable opportunities occurring 
no less frequently than quarterly. 

‘‘(ii) CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS AND CONDITIONS 
NOT ALLOWED.—Except as provided in regula-
tions, a plan shall not meet the requirements 
of this paragraph if the plan imposes restric-
tions or conditions with respect to the in-
vestment of employer securities which are 
not imposed on the investment of other as-
sets of the plan. This subparagraph shall not 
apply to any restrictions or conditions im-
posed by reason of the application of securi-
ties laws. 

‘‘(5) APPLICABLE INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNT 
PLAN.—For purposes of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable in-
dividual account plan’ means any individual 

account plan (as defined in section 3(34)) 
which holds any publicly traded employer se-
curities. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN ESOPS.—Such 
term does not include an employee stock 
ownership plan if— 

‘‘(i) there are no contributions to such plan 
(or earnings thereunder) which are held 
within such plan and are subject to sub-
section (k) or (m) of section 401 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986, and 

‘‘(ii) such plan is a separate plan (for pur-
poses of section 414(l) of such Code) with re-
spect to any other defined benefit plan or in-
dividual account plan maintained by the 
same employer or employers. 

‘‘(C) EXCEPTION FOR ONE PARTICIPANT 
PLANS.—Such term shall not include a one- 
participant retirement plan (as defined in 
section 101(i)(8)(B)). 

‘‘(D) CERTAIN PLANS TREATED AS HOLDING 
PUBLICLY TRADED EMPLOYER SECURITIES.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
regulations or in clause (ii), a plan holding 
employer securities which are not publicly 
traded employer securities shall be treated 
as holding publicly traded employer securi-
ties if any employer corporation, or any 
member of a controlled group of corpora-
tions which includes such employer corpora-
tion, has issued a class of stock which is a 
publicly traded employer security. 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN CONTROLLED 
GROUPS WITH PUBLICLY TRADED SECURITIES.— 
Clause (i) shall not apply to a plan if— 

‘‘(I) no employer corporation, or parent 
corporation of an employer corporation, has 
issued any publicly traded employer secu-
rity, and 

‘‘(II) no employer corporation, or parent 
corporation of an employer corporation, has 
issued any special class of stock which 
grants particular rights to, or bears par-
ticular risks for, the holder or issuer with re-
spect to any corporation described in clause 
(i) which has issued any publicly traded em-
ployer security. 

‘‘(iii) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this 
subparagraph, the term— 

‘‘(I) ‘controlled group of corporations’ has 
the meaning given such term by section 
1563(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
except that ‘50 percent’ shall be substituted 
for ‘80 percent’ each place it appears, 

‘‘(II) ‘employer corporation’ means a cor-
poration which is an employer maintaining 
the plan, and 

‘‘(III) ‘parent corporation’ has the meaning 
given such term by section 424(e) of such 
Code. 

‘‘(6) OTHER DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of 
this paragraph— 

‘‘(A) APPLICABLE INDIVIDUAL.—The term 
‘applicable individual’ means— 

‘‘(i) any participant in the plan, and 
‘‘(ii) any beneficiary who has an account 

under the plan with respect to which the 
beneficiary is entitled to exercise the rights 
of a participant. 

‘‘(B) ELECTIVE DEFERRAL.—The term ‘elec-
tive deferral’ means an employer contribu-
tion described in section 402(g)(3)(A) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

‘‘(C) EMPLOYER SECURITY.—The term ‘em-
ployer security’ has the meaning given such 
term by section 407(d)(1). 

‘‘(D) EMPLOYEE STOCK OWNERSHIP PLAN.— 
The term ‘employee stock ownership plan’ 
has the meaning given such term by section 
4975(e)(7) of such Code. 

‘‘(E) PUBLICLY TRADED EMPLOYER SECURI-
TIES.—The term ‘publicly traded employer 
securities’ means employer securities which 
are readily tradable on an established securi-
ties market. 

‘‘(F) YEAR OF SERVICE.—The term ‘year of 
service’ has the meaning given such term by 
section 203(b)(2). 
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‘‘(7) TRANSITION RULE FOR SECURITIES AT-

TRIBUTABLE TO EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) RULES PHASED IN OVER 3 YEARS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of the portion 

of an account to which paragraph (3) applies 
and which consists of employer securities ac-
quired in a plan year beginning before Janu-
ary 1, 2007, paragraph (3) shall only apply to 
the applicable percentage of such securities. 
This subparagraph shall be applied sepa-
rately with respect to each class of securi-
ties. 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN PARTICIPANTS 
AGED 55 OR OVER.—Clause (i) shall not apply 
to an applicable individual who is a partici-
pant who has attained age 55 and completed 
at least 3 years of service before the first 
plan year beginning after December 31, 2005. 

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of subparagraph (A), the applicable 
percentage shall be determined as follows: 
‘‘Plan year to which The applicable 

paragraph (3) ap-
plies: 

percentage is: 

1st ................................................... 33
2d .................................................... 66
3d .................................................... 100.’’. 
(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 

407(b)(3) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 1107(b)(3)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(D) For diversification requirements for 
qualifying employer securities held in cer-
tain individual account plans, see section 
204(j).’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraphs (2) and (3), the amendments made 
by this section shall apply to plan years be-
ginning after December 31, 2006. 

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR COLLECTIVELY BAR-
GAINED AGREEMENTS.—In the case of a plan 
maintained pursuant to 1 or more collective 
bargaining agreements between employee 
representatives and 1 or more employers 
ratified on or before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, paragraph (1) shall be ap-
plied to benefits pursuant to, and individuals 
covered by, any such agreement by sub-
stituting for ‘‘December 31, 2006’’ the earlier 
of— 

(A) the later of— 
(i) December 31, 2007, or 
(ii) the date on which the last of such col-

lective bargaining agreements terminates 
(determined without regard to any extension 
thereof after such date of enactment), or 

(B) December 31, 2008. 
(3) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYER 

SECURITIES HELD IN AN ESOP.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of employer 

securities to which this paragraph applies, 
the amendments made by this section shall 
apply to plan years beginning after the ear-
lier of— 

(i) December 31, 2007, or 
(ii) the first date on which the fair market 

value of such securities exceeds the guaran-
teed minimum value described in subpara-
graph (B)(ii). 

(B) APPLICABLE SECURITIES.—This para-
graph shall apply to employer securities 
which are attributable to employer contribu-
tions other than elective deferrals, and 
which, on September 17, 2003— 

(i) consist of preferred stock, and 
(ii) are within an employee stock owner-

ship plan (as defined in section 4975(e)(7) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986), the terms 
of which provide that the value of the securi-
ties cannot be less than the guaranteed min-
imum value specified by the plan on such 
date. 

(C) COORDINATION WITH TRANSITION RULE.— 
In applying section 401(a)(35)(H) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 and section 204(j)(7) 
of the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974 (as added by this section) to 
employer securities to which this paragraph 

applies, the applicable percentage shall be 
determined without regard to this para-
graph. 
SEC. 902. INCREASING PARTICIPATION THROUGH 

AUTOMATIC CONTRIBUTION AR-
RANGEMENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 401(k) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to cash 
or deferred arrangement) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(13) ALTERNATIVE METHOD FOR AUTOMATIC 
CONTRIBUTION ARRANGEMENTS TO MEET NON-
DISCRIMINATION REQUIREMENTS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A qualified automatic 
contribution arrangement shall be treated as 
meeting the requirements of paragraph 
(3)(A)(ii). 

‘‘(B) QUALIFIED AUTOMATIC CONTRIBUTION 
ARRANGEMENT.—For purposes of this para-
graph, the term ‘qualified automatic con-
tribution arrangement’ means any cash or 
deferred arrangement which meets the re-
quirements of subparagraphs (C) through (E). 

‘‘(C) AUTOMATIC DEFERRAL.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 

subparagraph are met if, under the arrange-
ment, each employee eligible to participate 
in the arrangement is treated as having 
elected to have the employer make elective 
contributions in an amount equal to a quali-
fied percentage of compensation. 

‘‘(ii) ELECTION OUT.—The election treated 
as having been made under clause (i) shall 
cease to apply with respect to any employee 
if such employee makes an affirmative elec-
tion— 

‘‘(I) to not have such contributions made, 
or 

‘‘(II) to make elective contributions at a 
level specified in such affirmative election. 

‘‘(iii) QUALIFIED PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of this subparagraph, the term ‘quali-
fied percentage’ means, with respect to any 
employee, any percentage determined under 
the arrangement if such percentage is ap-
plied uniformly, does not exceed 10 percent, 
and is at least— 

‘‘(I) 3 percent during the period ending on 
the last day of the first plan year which be-
gins after the date on which the first elective 
contribution described in clause (i) is made 
with respect to such employee, 

‘‘(II) 4 percent during the first plan year 
following the plan year described in sub-
clause (I), 

‘‘(III) 5 percent during the second plan year 
following the plan year described in sub-
clause (I), and 

‘‘(IV) 6 percent during any subsequent plan 
year. 

‘‘(iv) AUTOMATIC DEFERRAL FOR CURRENT 
EMPLOYEES NOT REQUIRED.—Clause (i) may be 
applied without taking into account any em-
ployee who— 

‘‘(I) was eligible to participate in the ar-
rangement (or a predecessor arrangement) 
immediately before the date on which such 
arrangement becomes a qualified automatic 
contribution arrangement (determined after 
application of this clause), and 

‘‘(II) had an election in effect on such date 
either to participate in the arrangement or 
to not participate in the arrangement. 

‘‘(D) MATCHING OR NONELECTIVE CONTRIBU-
TIONS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 
subparagraph are met if, under the arrange-
ment, the employer— 

‘‘(I) makes matching contributions on be-
half of each employee who is not a highly 
compensated employee in an amount equal 
to the sum of 100 percent of the elective con-
tributions of the employee to the extent that 
such contributions do not exceed 1 percent of 
compensation plus 50 percent of so much of 
such compensation as exceeds 1 percent but 
does not exceed 6 percent of compensation, 
or 

‘‘(II) is required, without regard to whether 
the employee makes an elective contribution 
or employee contribution, to make a con-
tribution to a defined contribution plan on 
behalf of each employee who is not a highly 
compensated employee and who is eligible to 
participate in the arrangement in an amount 
equal to at least 3 percent of the employee’s 
compensation. 

‘‘(ii) APPLICATION OF RULES FOR MATCHING 
CONTRIBUTIONS.—The rules of clauses (ii) and 
(iii) of paragraph (12)(B) shall apply for pur-
poses of clause (i)(I). 

‘‘(iii) WITHDRAWAL AND VESTING RESTRIC-
TIONS.—An arrangement shall not be treated 
as meeting the requirements of clause (i) un-
less, with respect to employer contributions 
(including matching contributions) taken 
into account in determining whether the re-
quirements of clause (i) are met— 

‘‘(I) any employee who has completed at 
least 2 years of service (within the meaning 
of section 411(a)) has a nonforfeitable right 
to 100 percent of the employee’s accrued ben-
efit derived from such employer contribu-
tions, and 

‘‘(II) the requirements of subparagraph (B) 
of paragraph (2) are met with respect to all 
such employer contributions. 

‘‘(iv) APPLICATION OF CERTAIN OTHER 
RULES.—The rules of subparagraphs (E)(ii) 
and (F) of paragraph (12) shall apply for pur-
poses of subclauses (I) and (II) of clause (i). 

‘‘(E) NOTICE REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 

subparagraph are met if, within a reasonable 
period before each plan year, each employee 
eligible to participate in the arrangement 
for such year receives written notice of the 
employee’s rights and obligations under the 
arrangement which— 

‘‘(I) is sufficiently accurate and com-
prehensive to apprise the employee of such 
rights and obligations, and 

‘‘(II) is written in a manner calculated to 
be understood by the average employee to 
whom the arrangement applies. 

‘‘(ii) TIMING AND CONTENT REQUIREMENTS.— 
A notice shall not be treated as meeting the 
requirements of clause (i) with respect to an 
employee unless— 

‘‘(I) the notice explains the employee’s 
right under the arrangement to elect not to 
have elective contributions made on the em-
ployee’s behalf (or to elect to have such con-
tributions made at a different percentage), 

‘‘(II) in the case of an arrangement under 
which the employee may elect among 2 or 
more investment options, the notice explains 
how contributions made under the arrange-
ment will be invested in the absence of any 
investment election by the employee, and 

‘‘(III) the employee has a reasonable period 
of time after receipt of the notice described 
in subclauses (I) and (II) and before the first 
elective contribution is made to make either 
such election.’’. 

(b) MATCHING CONTRIBUTIONS.—Section 
401(m) of such Code (relating to non-
discrimination test for matching contribu-
tions and employee contributions) is amend-
ed by redesignating paragraph (12) as para-
graph (13) and by inserting after paragraph 
(11) the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(12) ALTERNATIVE METHOD FOR AUTOMATIC 
CONTRIBUTION ARRANGEMENTS.—A defined 
contribution plan shall be treated as meeting 
the requirements of paragraph (2) with re-
spect to matching contributions if the plan— 

‘‘(A) is a qualified automatic contribution 
arrangement (as defined in subsection 
(k)(13)), and 

‘‘(B) meets the requirements of paragraph 
(11)(B).’’ 

(c) EXCLUSION FROM DEFINITION OF TOP- 
HEAVY PLANS.— 

(1) ELECTIVE CONTRIBUTION RULE.—Clause 
(i) of section 416(g)(4)(H) of such Code is 
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amended by inserting ‘‘or 401(k)(13)’’ after 
‘‘section 401(k)(12)’’. 

(2) MATCHING CONTRIBUTION RULE.—Clause 
(ii) of section 416(g)(4)(H) of such Code is 
amended by inserting ‘‘or 401(m)(12)’’ after 
‘‘section 401(m)(11)’’. 

(d) TREATMENT OF WITHDRAWALS OF CON-
TRIBUTIONS DURING FIRST 90 DAYS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 414 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by adding 
at the end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(w) SPECIAL RULES FOR CERTAIN WITH-
DRAWALS FROM ELIGIBLE AUTOMATIC CON-
TRIBUTION ARRANGEMENTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If an eligible automatic 
contribution arrangement allows an em-
ployee to elect to make permissible with-
drawals— 

‘‘(A) the amount of any such withdrawal 
shall be includible in the gross income of the 
employee for the taxable year of the em-
ployee in which the distribution is made, 

‘‘(B) no tax shall be imposed under section 
72(t) with respect to the distribution, and 

‘‘(C) the arrangement shall not be treated 
as violating any restriction on distributions 
under this title solely by reason of allowing 
the withdrawal. 

In the case of any distribution to an em-
ployee by reason of an election under this 
paragraph, employer matching contributions 
shall be forfeited or subject to such other 
treatment as the Secretary may prescribe. 

‘‘(2) PERMISSIBLE WITHDRAWAL.—For pur-
poses of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘permissible 
withdrawal’ means any withdrawal from an 
eligible automatic contribution arrangement 
meeting the requirements of this paragraph 
which— 

‘‘(i) is made pursuant to an election by an 
employee, and 

‘‘(ii) consists of elective contributions de-
scribed in paragraph (3)(B) (and earnings at-
tributable thereto). 

‘‘(B) TIME FOR MAKING ELECTION.—Subpara-
graph (A) shall not apply to an election by 
an employee unless the election is made no 
later than the date which is 90 days after the 
date of the first elective contribution with 
respect to the employee under the arrange-
ment. 

‘‘(C) AMOUNT OF DISTRIBUTION.—Subpara-
graph (A) shall not apply to any election by 
an employee unless the amount of any dis-
tribution by reason of the election is equal 
to the amount of elective contributions 
made with respect to the first payroll period 
to which the eligible automatic contribution 
arrangement applies to the employee and 
any succeeding payroll period beginning be-
fore the effective date of the election (and 
earnings attributable thereto). 

‘‘(3) ELIGIBLE AUTOMATIC CONTRIBUTION AR-
RANGEMENT.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the term ‘eligible automatic con-
tribution arrangement’ means an arrange-
ment under an applicable employer plan— 

‘‘(A) under which a participant may elect 
to have the employer make payments as con-
tributions under the plan on behalf of the 
participant, or to the participant directly in 
cash, 

‘‘(B) under which the participant is treated 
as having elected to have the employer make 
such contributions in an amount equal to a 
uniform percentage of compensation pro-
vided under the plan until the participant 
specifically elects not to have such contribu-
tions made (or specifically elects to have 
such contributions made at a different per-
centage), 

‘‘(C) under which, in the absence of an in-
vestment election by the participant, con-
tributions described in subparagraph (B) are 
invested in accordance with regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary of Labor under sec-

tion 404(c)(5) of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974, and 

‘‘(D) which meets the requirements of 
paragraph (4). 

‘‘(4) NOTICE REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The administrator of a 

plan containing an arrangement described in 
paragraph (3) shall, within a reasonable pe-
riod before each plan year, give to each em-
ployee to whom an arrangement described in 
paragraph (3) applies for such plan year no-
tice of the employee’s rights and obligations 
under the arrangement which— 

‘‘(i) is sufficiently accurate and com-
prehensive to apprise the employee of such 
rights and obligations, and 

‘‘(ii) is written in a manner calculated to 
be understood by the average employee to 
whom the arrangement applies. 

‘‘(B) TIME AND FORM OF NOTICE.—A notice 
shall not be treated as meeting the require-
ments of subparagraph (A) with respect to an 
employee unless— 

‘‘(i) the notice includes an explanation of 
the employee’s right under the arrangement 
to elect not to have elective contributions 
made on the employee’s behalf (or to elect to 
have such contributions made at a different 
percentage), 

‘‘(ii) the employee has a reasonable period 
of time after receipt of the notice described 
in clause (i) and before the first elective con-
tribution is made to make such election, and 

‘‘(iii) the notice explains how contributions 
made under the arrangement will be invested 
in the absence of any investment election by 
the employee. 

‘‘(5) APPLICABLE EMPLOYER PLAN.—For pur-
poses of this subsection, the term ‘applicable 
employer plan’ means— 

‘‘(A) an employees’ trust described in sec-
tion 401(a) which is exempt from tax under 
section 501(a), 

‘‘(B) a plan under which amounts are con-
tributed by an individual’s employer for an 
annuity contract described in section 403(b), 
and 

‘‘(C) an eligible deferred compensation plan 
described in section 457(b) which is main-
tained by an eligible employer described in 
section 457(e)(1)(A). 

‘‘(6) SPECIAL RULE.—A withdrawal de-
scribed in paragraph (1) (subject to the limi-
tation of paragraph (2)(C)) shall not be taken 
into account for purposes of section 
401(k)(3).’’. 

(2) VESTING CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) Section 411(a)(3)(G) of such Code is 

amended by inserting ‘‘an erroneous auto-
matic contribution under section 414(w),’’ 
after ‘‘402(g)(2)(A),’’. 

(B) The heading of section 411(a)(3)(G) of 
such Code is amended by inserting ‘‘OR ER-
RONEOUS AUTOMATIC CONTRIBUTION’’ before 
the period. 

(C) Section 401(k)(8)(E) of such Code is 
amended by inserting ‘‘an erroneous auto-
matic contribution under section 414(w),’’ 
after ‘‘402(g)(2)(A),’’. 

(D) The heading of section 401(k)(8)(E) of 
such Code is amended by inserting ‘‘OR ER-
RONEOUS AUTOMATIC CONTRIBUTION’’ before 
the period. 

(E) Section 203(a)(3)(F) of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1053(a)(3)(F)) is amended by inserting 
‘‘an erroneous automatic contribution under 
section 414(w) of such Code,’’ after 
‘‘402(g)(2)(A) of such Code,’’. 

(e) EXCESS CONTRIBUTIONS.— 
(1) EXPANSION OF CORRECTIVE DISTRIBUTION 

PERIOD FOR AUTOMATIC CONTRIBUTION AR-
RANGEMENTS.—Subsection (f) of section 4979 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is 
amended— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘(6 months in the case of 
an excess contribution or excess aggregate 
contribution to an eligible automatic con-

tribution arrangement (as defined in section 
414(w)(3)))’’ after ‘‘21⁄2 months’’ in paragraph 
(1), and 

(B) by striking ‘‘21⁄2 MONTHS OF’’ in the 
heading and inserting ‘‘SPECIFIED PERIOD 
AFTER’’. 

(2) YEAR OF INCLUSION.—Paragraph (2) of 
section 4979(f) of such Code is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(2) YEAR OF INCLUSION.—Any amount dis-
tributed as provided in paragraph (1) shall be 
treated as earned and received by the recipi-
ent in the recipient’s taxable year in which 
such distributions were made.’’. 

(3) SIMPLIFICATION OF ALLOCABLE EARN-
INGS.— 

(A) SECTION 4979.—Paragraph (1) of section 
4979(f) of such Code is amended by adding 
‘‘through the end of the plan year for which 
the contribution was made’’ after ‘‘thereto’’. 

(B) SECTION 401(k) AND 401(M).— 
(i) Clause (i) of section 401(k)(8)(A) of such 

Code is amended by adding ‘‘through the end 
of such year’’ after ‘‘such contributions’’. 

(ii) Subparagraph (A) of section 401(m)(6) of 
such Code is amended by adding ‘‘through 
the end of such year’’ after ‘‘to such con-
tributions’’. 

(f) PREEMPTION OF CONFLICTING STATE REG-
ULATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 514 of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1144) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(e)(1) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this section, this title shall supersede 
any law of a State which would directly or 
indirectly prohibit or restrict the inclusion 
in any plan of an automatic contribution ar-
rangement. The Secretary may prescribe 
regulations which would establish minimum 
standards that such an arrangement would 
be required to satisfy in order for this sub-
section to apply in the case of such arrange-
ment. 

‘‘(2) For purposes of this subsection, the 
term ‘automatic contribution arrangement’ 
means an arrangement—— 

‘‘(A) under which a participant may elect 
to have the plan sponsor make payments as 
contributions under the plan on behalf of the 
participant, or to the participant directly in 
cash, 

‘‘(B) under which a participant is treated 
as having elected to have the plan sponsor 
make such contributions in an amount equal 
to a uniform percentage of compensation 
provided under the plan until the participant 
specifically elects not to have such contribu-
tions made (or specifically elects to have 
such contributions made at a different per-
centage), and 

‘‘(C) under which such contributions are 
invested in accordance with regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary under section 
404(c)(5). 

‘‘(3)(A) The plan administrator of an auto-
matic contribution arrangement shall, with-
in a reasonable period before such plan year, 
provide to each participant to whom the ar-
rangement applies for such plan year notice 
of the participant’s rights and obligations 
under the arrangement which— 

‘‘(i) is sufficiently accurate and com-
prehensive to apprise the participant of such 
rights and obligations, and 

‘‘(ii) is written in a manner calculated to 
be understood by the average participant to 
whom the arrangement applies. 

‘‘(B) A notice shall not be treated as meet-
ing the requirements of subparagraph (A) 
with respect to a participant unless— 

‘‘(i) the notice includes an explanation of 
the participant’s right under the arrange-
ment not to have elective contributions 
made on the participant’s behalf (or to elect 
to have such contributions made at a dif-
ferent percentage), 
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‘‘(ii) the participant has a reasonable pe-

riod of time, after receipt of the notice de-
scribed in clause (i) and before the first elec-
tive contribution is made, to make such 
election, and 

‘‘(iii) the notice explains how contributions 
made under the arrangement will be invested 
in the absence of any investment election by 
the participant.’’. 

(2) ENFORCEMENT.—Section 502(c)(4) of such 
Act (29 U.S.C. 1132(c)(4)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘or section 302(b)(7)(F)(vi)’’ inserting ‘‘, 
section 302(b)(7)(F)(vi), or section 514(e)(3)’’. 

(g) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to plan 
years beginning after December 31, 2007, ex-
cept that the amendments made by sub-
section (f) shall take effect on the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 903. TREATMENT OF ELIGIBLE COMBINED 

DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS AND 
QUALIFIED CASH OR DEFERRED AR-
RANGEMENTS. 

(a) AMENDMENTS OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE.—Section 414 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, as amended by this Act, is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(x) SPECIAL RULES FOR ELIGIBLE COMBINED 
DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS AND QUALIFIED CASH 
OR DEFERRED ARRANGEMENTS.— 

‘‘(1) GENERAL RULE.—Except as provided in 
this subsection, the requirements of this 
title shall be applied to any defined benefit 
plan or applicable defined contribution plan 
which are part of an eligible combined plan 
in the same manner as if each such plan were 
not a part of the eligible combined plan. 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE COMBINED PLAN.—For pur-
poses of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘eligible com-
bined plan’ means a plan— 

‘‘(i) which is maintained by an employer 
which, at the time the plan is established, is 
a small employer, 

‘‘(ii) which consists of a defined benefit 
plan and an applicable defined contribution 
plan, 

‘‘(iii) the assets of which are held in a sin-
gle trust forming part of the plan and are 
clearly identified and allocated to the de-
fined benefit plan and the applicable defined 
contribution plan to the extent necessary for 
the separate application of this title under 
paragraph (1), and 

‘‘(iv) with respect to which the benefit, 
contribution, vesting, and nondiscrimination 
requirements of subparagraphs (B), (C), (D), 
(E), and (F) are met. 

For purposes of this subparagraph, the term 
‘small employer’ has the meaning given such 
term by section 4980D(d)(2), except that such 
section shall be applied by substituting ‘500’ 
for ‘50’ each place it appears. 

‘‘(B) BENEFIT REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The benefit requirements 

of this subparagraph are met with respect to 
the defined benefit plan forming part of the 
eligible combined plan if the accrued benefit 
of each participant derived from employer 
contributions, when expressed as an annual 
retirement benefit, is not less than the appli-
cable percentage of the participant’s final 
average pay. For purposes of this clause, 
final average pay shall be determined using 
the period of consecutive years (not exceed-
ing 5) during which the participant had the 
greatest aggregate compensation from the 
employer. 

‘‘(ii) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of clause (i), the applicable percentage 
is the lesser of— 

‘‘(I) 1 percent multiplied by the number of 
years of service with the employer, or 

‘‘(II) 20 percent. 
‘‘(iii) SPECIAL RULE FOR APPLICABLE DE-

FINED BENEFIT PLANS.—If the defined benefit 
plan under clause (i) is an applicable defined 

benefit plan as defined in section 
411(a)(13)(B) which meets the interest credit 
requirements of section 411(b)(5)(B)(i), the 
plan shall be treated as meeting the require-
ments of clause (i) with respect to any plan 
year if each participant receives a pay credit 
for the year which is not less than the per-
centage of compensation determined in ac-
cordance with the following table: 
‘‘If the participant’s 

age as of the begin-
ning of the year is— 

The percentage is— 

30 or less ......................................... 2
Over 30 but less than 40 ................... 4
40 or over but less than 50 ............... 6
50 or over ........................................ 8. 

‘‘(iv) YEARS OF SERVICE.—For purposes of 
this subparagraph, years of service shall be 
determined under the rules of paragraphs (4), 
(5), and (6) of section 411(a), except that the 
plan may not disregard any year of service 
because of a participant making, or failing 
to make, any elective deferral with respect 
to the qualified cash or deferred arrange-
ment to which subparagraph (C) applies. 

‘‘(C) CONTRIBUTION REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The contribution re-

quirements of this subparagraph with re-
spect to any applicable defined contribution 
plan forming part of an eligible combined 
plan are met if— 

‘‘(I) the qualified cash or deferred arrange-
ment included in such plan constitutes an 
automatic contribution arrangement, and 

‘‘(II) the employer is required to make 
matching contributions on behalf of each 
employee eligible to participate in the ar-
rangement in an amount equal to 50 percent 
of the elective contributions of the employee 
to the extent such elective contributions do 
not exceed 4 percent of compensation. 

Rules similar to the rules of clauses (ii) and 
(iii) of section 401(k)(12)(B) shall apply for 
purposes of this clause. 

‘‘(ii) NONELECTIVE CONTRIBUTIONS.—An ap-
plicable defined contribution plan shall not 
be treated as failing to meet the require-
ments of clause (i) because the employer 
makes nonelective contributions under the 
plan but such contributions shall not be 
taken into account in determining whether 
the requirements of clause (i)(II) are met. 

‘‘(D) VESTING REQUIREMENTS.—The vesting 
requirements of this subparagraph are met 
if— 

‘‘(i) in the case of a defined benefit plan 
forming part of an eligible combined plan an 
employee who has completed at least 3 years 
of service has a nonforfeitable right to 100 
percent of the employee’s accrued benefit 
under the plan derived from employer con-
tributions, and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of an applicable defined 
contribution plan forming part of eligible 
combined plan— 

‘‘(I) an employee has a nonforfeitable right 
to any matching contribution made under 
the qualified cash or deferred arrangement 
included in such plan by an employer with 
respect to any elective contribution, includ-
ing matching contributions in excess of the 
contributions required under subparagraph 
(C)(i)(II), and 

‘‘(II) an employee who has completed at 
least 3 years of service has a nonforfeitable 
right to 100 percent of the employee’s ac-
crued benefit derived under the arrangement 
from nonelective contributions of the em-
ployer. 

For purposes of this subparagraph, the rules 
of section 411 shall apply to the extent not 
inconsistent with this subparagraph. 

‘‘(E) UNIFORM PROVISION OF CONTRIBUTIONS 
AND BENEFITS.—In the case of a defined ben-
efit plan or applicable defined contribution 
plan forming part of an eligible combined 
plan, the requirements of this subparagraph 

are met if all contributions and benefits 
under each such plan, and all rights and fea-
tures under each such plan, must be provided 
uniformly to all participants. 

‘‘(F) REQUIREMENTS MUST BE MET WITHOUT 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT SOCIAL SECURITY AND 
SIMILAR CONTRIBUTIONS AND BENEFITS OR 
OTHER PLANS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 
subparagraph are met if the requirements of 
clauses (ii) and (iii) are met. 

‘‘(ii) SOCIAL SECURITY AND SIMILAR CON-
TRIBUTIONS.—The requirements of this clause 
are met if— 

‘‘(I) the requirements of subparagraphs (B) 
and (C) are met without regard to section 
401(l), and 

‘‘(II) the requirements of sections 401(a)(4) 
and 410(b) are met with respect to both the 
applicable defined contribution plan and de-
fined benefit plan forming part of an eligible 
combined plan without regard to section 
401(l). 

‘‘(iii) OTHER PLANS AND ARRANGEMENTS.— 
The requirements of this clause are met if 
the applicable defined contribution plan and 
defined benefit plan forming part of an eligi-
ble combined plan meet the requirements of 
sections 401(a)(4) and 410(b) without being 
combined with any other plan. 

‘‘(3) NONDISCRIMINATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 
QUALIFIED CASH OR DEFERRED ARRANGE-
MENT.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A qualified cash or de-
ferred arrangement which is included in an 
applicable defined contribution plan forming 
part of an eligible combined plan shall be 
treated as meeting the requirements of sec-
tion 401(k)(3)(A)(ii) if the requirements of 
paragraph (2)(C) are met with respect to such 
arrangement. 

‘‘(B) MATCHING CONTRIBUTIONS.—In apply-
ing section 401(m)(11) to any matching con-
tribution with respect to a contribution to 
which paragraph (2)(C) applies, the contribu-
tion requirement of paragraph (2)(C) and the 
notice requirements of paragraph (5)(B) shall 
be substituted for the requirements other-
wise applicable under clauses (i) and (ii) of 
section 401(m)(11)(A). 

‘‘(4) SATISFACTION OF TOP-HEAVY RULES.—A 
defined benefit plan and applicable defined 
contribution plan forming part of an eligible 
combined plan for any plan year shall be 
treated as meeting the requirements of sec-
tion 416 for the plan year. 

‘‘(5) AUTOMATIC CONTRIBUTION ARRANGE-
MENT.—For purposes of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A qualified cash or de-
ferred arrangement shall be treated as an 
automatic contribution arrangement if the 
arrangement— 

‘‘(i) provides that each employee eligible to 
participate in the arrangement is treated as 
having elected to have the employer make 
elective contributions in an amount equal to 
4 percent of the employee’s compensation 
unless the employee specifically elects not 
to have such contributions made or to have 
such contributions made at a different rate, 
and 

‘‘(ii) meets the notice requirements under 
subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(B) NOTICE REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 

subparagraph are met if the requirements of 
clauses (ii) and (iii) are met. 

‘‘(ii) REASONABLE PERIOD TO MAKE ELEC-
TION.—The requirements of this clause are 
met if each employee to whom subparagraph 
(A)(i) applies— 

‘‘(I) receives a notice explaining the em-
ployee’s right under the arrangement to 
elect not to have elective contributions 
made on the employee’s behalf or to have the 
contributions made at a different rate, and 

‘‘(II) has a reasonable period of time after 
receipt of such notice and before the first 
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elective contribution is made to make such 
election. 

‘‘(iii) ANNUAL NOTICE OF RIGHTS AND OBLIGA-
TIONS.—The requirements of this clause are 
met if each employee eligible to participate 
in the arrangement is, within a reasonable 
period before any year, given notice of the 
employee’s rights and obligations under the 
arrangement. 

The requirements of clauses (i) and (ii) of 
section 401(k)(12)(D) shall be met with re-
spect to the notices described in clauses (ii) 
and (iii) of this subparagraph. 

‘‘(6) COORDINATION WITH OTHER REQUIRE-
MENTS.— 

‘‘(A) TREATMENT OF SEPARATE PLANS.—Sec-
tion 414(k) shall not apply to an eligible com-
bined plan. 

‘‘(B) REPORTING.—An eligible combined 
plan shall be treated as a single plan for pur-
poses of sections 6058 and 6059. 

‘‘(7) APPLICABLE DEFINED CONTRIBUTION 
PLAN.—For purposes of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable de-
fined contribution plan’ means a defined con-
tribution plan which includes a qualified 
cash or deferred arrangement. 

‘‘(B) QUALIFIED CASH OR DEFERRED AR-
RANGEMENT.—The term ‘qualified cash or de-
ferred arrangement’ has the meaning given 
such term by section 401(k)(2).’’. 

(b) AMENDMENTS TO THE EMPLOYEE RETIRE-
MENT INCOME SECURITY ACT OF 1974.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 210 of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(e) SPECIAL RULES FOR ELIGIBLE COMBINED 
DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS AND QUALIFIED CASH 
OR DEFERRED ARRANGEMENTS.— 

‘‘(1) GENERAL RULE.—Except as provided in 
this subsection, this Act shall be applied to 
any defined benefit plan or applicable indi-
vidual account plan which are part of an eli-
gible combined plan in the same manner as if 
each such plan were not a part of the eligible 
combined plan. 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE COMBINED PLAN.—For pur-
poses of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘eligible com-
bined plan’ means a plan— 

‘‘(i) which is maintained by an employer 
which, at the time the plan is established, is 
a small employer, 

‘‘(ii) which consists of a defined benefit 
plan and an applicable individual account 
plan each of which qualifies under section 
401(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 

‘‘(iii) the assets of which are held in a sin-
gle trust forming part of the plan and are 
clearly identified and allocated to the de-
fined benefit plan and the applicable indi-
vidual account plan to the extent necessary 
for the separate application of this Act under 
paragraph (1), and 

‘‘(iv) with respect to which the benefit, 
contribution, vesting, and nondiscrimination 
requirements of subparagraphs (B), (C), (D), 
(E), and (F) are met. 

For purposes of this subparagraph, the term 
‘small employer’ has the meaning given such 
term by section 4980D(d)(2) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, except that such sec-
tion shall be applied by substituting ‘500’ for 
‘50’ each place it appears. 

‘‘(B) BENEFIT REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The benefit requirements 

of this subparagraph are met with respect to 
the defined benefit plan forming part of the 
eligible combined plan if the accrued benefit 
of each participant derived from employer 
contributions, when expressed as an annual 
retirement benefit, is not less than the appli-
cable percentage of the participant’s final 
average pay. For purposes of this clause, 
final average pay shall be determined using 
the period of consecutive years (not exceed-

ing 5) during which the participant had the 
greatest aggregate compensation from the 
employer. 

‘‘(ii) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of clause (i), the applicable percentage 
is the lesser of— 

‘‘(I) 1 percent multiplied by the number of 
years of service with the employer, or 

‘‘(II) 20 percent. 
‘‘(iii) SPECIAL RULE FOR APPLICABLE DE-

FINED BENEFIT PLANS.—If the defined benefit 
plan under clause (i) is an applicable defined 
benefit plan as defined in section 203(f)(3)(B) 
which meets the interest credit requirements 
of section 204(b)(5)(B)(i), the plan shall be 
treated as meeting the requirements of 
clause (i) with respect to any plan year if 
each participant receives pay credit for the 
year which is not less than the percentage of 
compensation determined in accordance with 
the following table: 
‘‘If the participant’s 

age as of the begin-
ning of the year is— 

The percentage is— 

30 or less ......................................... 2
Over 30 but less than 40 ................... 4
40 or over but less than 50 ............... 6
50 or over ........................................ 8. 
‘‘(iv) YEARS OF SERVICE.—For purposes of 

this subparagraph, years of service shall be 
determined under the rules of paragraphs (1), 
(2), and (3) of section 203(b), except that the 
plan may not disregard any year of service 
because of a participant making, or failing 
to make, any elective deferral with respect 
to the qualified cash or deferred arrange-
ment to which subparagraph (C) applies. 

‘‘(C) CONTRIBUTION REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The contribution re-

quirements of this subparagraph with re-
spect to any applicable individual account 
plan forming part of an eligible combined 
plan are met if— 

‘‘(I) the qualified cash or deferred arrange-
ment included in such plan constitutes an 
automatic contribution arrangement, and 

‘‘(II) the employer is required to make 
matching contributions on behalf of each 
employee eligible to participate in the ar-
rangement in an amount equal to 50 percent 
of the elective contributions of the employee 
to the extent such elective contributions do 
not exceed 4 percent of compensation. 
Rules similar to the rules of clauses (ii) and 
(iii) of section 401(k)(12)(B) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 shall apply for purposes 
of this clause. 

‘‘(ii) NONELECTIVE CONTRIBUTIONS.—An ap-
plicable individual account plan shall not be 
treated as failing to meet the requirements 
of clause (i) because the employer makes 
nonelective contributions under the plan but 
such contributions shall not be taken into 
account in determining whether the require-
ments of clause (i)(II) are met. 

‘‘(D) VESTING REQUIREMENTS.—The vesting 
requirements of this subparagraph are met 
if— 

‘‘(i) in the case of a defined benefit plan 
forming part of an eligible combined plan an 
employee who has completed at least 3 years 
of service has a nonforfeitable right to 100 
percent of the employee’s accrued benefit 
under the plan derived from employer con-
tributions, and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of an applicable individual 
account plan forming part of eligible com-
bined plan— 

‘‘(I) an employee has a nonforfeitable right 
to any matching contribution made under 
the qualified cash or deferred arrangement 
included in such plan by an employer with 
respect to any elective contribution, includ-
ing matching contributions in excess of the 
contributions required under subparagraph 
(C)(i)(II), and 

‘‘(II) an employee who has completed at 
least 3 years of service has a nonforfeitable 

right to 100 percent of the employee’s ac-
crued benefit derived under the arrangement 
from nonelective contributions of the em-
ployer. 
For purposes of this subparagraph, the rules 
of section 203 shall apply to the extent not 
inconsistent with this subparagraph. 

‘‘(E) UNIFORM PROVISION OF CONTRIBUTIONS 
AND BENEFITS.—In the case of a defined ben-
efit plan or applicable individual account 
plan forming part of an eligible combined 
plan, the requirements of this subparagraph 
are met if all contributions and benefits 
under each such plan, and all rights and fea-
tures under each such plan, must be provided 
uniformly to all participants. 

‘‘(F) REQUIREMENTS MUST BE MET WITHOUT 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT SOCIAL SECURITY AND 
SIMILAR CONTRIBUTIONS AND BENEFITS OR 
OTHER PLANS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 
subparagraph are met if the requirements of 
clauses (ii) and (iii) are met. 

‘‘(ii) SOCIAL SECURITY AND SIMILAR CON-
TRIBUTIONS.—The requirements of this clause 
are met if— 

‘‘(I) the requirements of subparagraphs (B) 
and (C) are met without regard to section 
401(l) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
and 

‘‘(II) the requirements of sections 401(a)(4) 
and 410(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 are met with respect to both the appli-
cable defined contribution plan and defined 
benefit plan forming part of an eligible com-
bined plan without regard to section 401(l) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

‘‘(iii) OTHER PLANS AND ARRANGEMENTS.— 
The requirements of this clause are met if 
the applicable defined contribution plan and 
defined benefit plan forming part of an eligi-
ble combined plan meet the requirements of 
sections 401(a)(4) and 410(b) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 without being com-
bined with any other plan. 

‘‘(3) NONDISCRIMINATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 
QUALIFIED CASH OR DEFERRED ARRANGE-
MENT.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A qualified cash or de-
ferred arrangement which is included in an 
applicable individual account plan forming 
part of an eligible combined plan shall be 
treated as meeting the requirements of sec-
tion 401(k)(3)(A)(ii) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 if the requirements of paragraph 
(2) are met with respect to such arrange-
ment. 

‘‘(B) MATCHING CONTRIBUTIONS.—In apply-
ing section 401(m)(11) of such Code to any 
matching contribution with respect to a con-
tribution to which paragraph (2)(C) applies, 
the contribution requirement of paragraph 
(2)(C) and the notice requirements of para-
graph (5)(B) shall be substituted for the re-
quirements otherwise applicable under 
clauses (i) and (ii) of section 401(m)(11)(A) of 
such Code. 

‘‘(4) AUTOMATIC CONTRIBUTION ARRANGE-
MENT.—For purposes of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A qualified cash or de-
ferred arrangement shall be treated as an 
automatic contribution arrangement if the 
arrangement— 

‘‘(i) provides that each employee eligible to 
participate in the arrangement is treated as 
having elected to have the employer make 
elective contributions in an amount equal to 
4 percent of the employee’s compensation 
unless the employee specifically elects not 
to have such contributions made or to have 
such contributions made at a different rate, 
and 

‘‘(ii) meets the notice requirements under 
subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(B) NOTICE REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 

subparagraph are met if the requirements of 
clauses (ii) and (iii) are met. 
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‘‘(ii) REASONABLE PERIOD TO MAKE ELEC-

TION.—The requirements of this clause are 
met if each employee to whom subparagraph 
(A)(i) applies— 

‘‘(I) receives a notice explaining the em-
ployee’s right under the arrangement to 
elect not to have elective contributions 
made on the employee’s behalf or to have the 
contributions made at a different rate, and 

‘‘(II) has a reasonable period of time after 
receipt of such notice and before the first 
elective contribution is made to make such 
election. 

‘‘(iii) ANNUAL NOTICE OF RIGHTS AND OBLIGA-
TIONS.—The requirements of this clause are 
met if each employee eligible to participate 
in the arrangement is, within a reasonable 
period before any year, given notice of the 
employee’s rights and obligations under the 
arrangement. 

The requirements of this subparagraph shall 
not be treated as met unless the require-
ments of clauses (i) and (ii) of section 
401(k)(12)(D) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 are met with respect to the notices de-
scribed in clauses (ii) and (iii) of this sub-
paragraph. 

‘‘(5) COORDINATION WITH OTHER REQUIRE-
MENTS.— 

‘‘(A) TREATMENT OF SEPARATE PLANS.—The 
except clause in section 3(35) shall not apply 
to an eligible combined plan. 

‘‘(B) REPORTING.—An eligible combined 
plan shall be treated as a single plan for pur-
poses of section 103. 

‘‘(6) APPLICABLE INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNT 
PLAN.—For purposes of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable in-
dividual account plan’ means an individual 
account plan which includes a qualified cash 
or deferred arrangement. 

‘‘(B) QUALIFIED CASH OR DEFERRED AR-
RANGEMENT.—The term ‘qualified cash or de-
ferred arrangement’ has the meaning given 
such term by section 401(k)(2) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING CHANGES.— 
(A) The heading for section 210 of such Act 

is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 210. MULTIPLE EMPLOYER PLANS AND 

OTHER SPECIAL RULES.’’. 
(B) The table of contents in section 1 of 

such Act is amended by striking the item re-
lating to section 210 and inserting the fol-
lowing new item: 

‘‘Sec. 210. Multiple employer plans and other 
special rules.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to plan 
years beginning after December 31, 2009. 
SEC. 904. FASTER VESTING OF EMPLOYER NON-

ELECTIVE CONTRIBUTIONS. 

(a) AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE OF 1986.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section 
411(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
(relating to employer contributions) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(2) EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a defined 

benefit plan, a plan satisfies the require-
ments of this paragraph if it satisfies the re-
quirements of clause (ii) or (iii). 

‘‘(ii) 5-YEAR VESTING.—A plan satisfies the 
requirements of this clause if an employee 
who has completed at least 5 years of service 
has a nonforfeitable right to 100 percent of 
the employee’s accrued benefit derived from 
employer contributions. 

‘‘(iii) 3 TO 7 YEAR VESTING.—A plan satisfies 
the requirements of this clause if an em-
ployee has a nonforfeitable right to a per-
centage of the employee’s accrued benefit de-
rived from employer contributions deter-
mined under the following table: 

‘‘ Years of service: The nonforfeitable 
percentage is: 

3 ...................................................... 20
4 ...................................................... 40
5 ...................................................... 60
6 ...................................................... 80
7 or more ......................................... 100. 

‘‘(B) DEFINED CONTRIBUTION PLANS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a defined 

contribution plan, a plan satisfies the re-
quirements of this paragraph if it satisfies 
the requirements of clause (ii) or (iii). 

‘‘(ii) 3-YEAR VESTING.—A plan satisfies the 
requirements of this clause if an employee 
who has completed at least 3 years of service 
has a nonforfeitable right to 100 percent of 
the employee’s accrued benefit derived from 
employer contributions. 

‘‘(iii) 2 TO 6 YEAR VESTING.—A plan satisfies 
the requirements of this clause if an em-
ployee has a nonforfeitable right to a per-
centage of the employee’s accrued benefit de-
rived from employer contributions deter-
mined under the following table: 
‘‘Years of service: The nonforfeitable 

percentage is: 
2 ...................................................... 20
3 ...................................................... 40
4 ...................................................... 60
5 ...................................................... 80
6 or more ......................................... 100.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
411(a) of such Code (relating to general rule 
for minimum vesting standards) is amended 
by striking paragraph (12). 

(b) AMENDMENTS TO THE EMPLOYEE RETIRE-
MENT INCOME SECURITY ACT OF 1974.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section 
203(a) of the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1053(a)(2)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(2)(A)(i) In the case of a defined benefit 
plan, a plan satisfies the requirements of 
this paragraph if it satisfies the require-
ments of clause (ii) or (iii). 

‘‘(ii) A plan satisfies the requirements of 
this clause if an employee who has com-
pleted at least 5 years of service has a non-
forfeitable right to 100 percent of the em-
ployee’s accrued benefit derived from em-
ployer contributions. 

‘‘(iii) A plan satisfies the requirements of 
this clause if an employee has a nonforfeit-
able right to a percentage of the employee’s 
accrued benefit derived from employer con-
tributions determined under the following 
table: 
‘‘ Years of service: The nonforfeitable 

percentage is: 
3 ...................................................... 20
4 ...................................................... 40
5 ...................................................... 60
6 ...................................................... 80
7 or more ......................................... 100. 

‘‘(B)(i) In the case of an individual account 
plan, a plan satisfies the requirements of 
this paragraph if it satisfies the require-
ments of clause (ii) or (iii). 

‘‘(ii) A plan satisfies the requirements of 
this clause if an employee who has com-
pleted at least 3 years of service has a non-
forfeitable right to 100 percent of the em-
ployee’s accrued benefit derived from em-
ployer contributions. 

‘‘(iii) A plan satisfies the requirements of 
this clause if an employee has a nonforfeit-
able right to a percentage of the employee’s 
accrued benefit derived from employer con-
tributions determined under the following 
table: 
‘‘Years of service: The nonforfeitable 

percentage is: 
2 ...................................................... 20
3 ...................................................... 40
4 ...................................................... 60
5 ...................................................... 80

‘‘Years of service: The nonforfeitable 
percentage is: 

6 or more ......................................... 100.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
203(a) of such Act is amended by striking 
paragraph (4). 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraphs (2) and (4), the amendments made 
by this section shall apply to contributions 
for plan years beginning after December 31, 
2006. 

(2) COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENTS.— 
In the case of a plan maintained pursuant to 
one or more collective bargaining agree-
ments between employee representatives and 
one or more employers ratified before the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the 
amendments made by this section shall not 
apply to contributions on behalf of employ-
ees covered by any such agreement for plan 
years beginning before the earlier of— 

(A) the later of— 
(i) the date on which the last of such col-

lective bargaining agreements terminates 
(determined without regard to any extension 
thereof on or after such date of the enact-
ment); or 

(ii) January 1, 2007; or 
(B) January 1, 2009. 
(3) SERVICE REQUIRED.—With respect to any 

plan, the amendments made by this section 
shall not apply to any employee before the 
date that such employee has 1 hour of serv-
ice under such plan in any plan year to 
which the amendments made by this section 
apply. 

(4) SPECIAL RULE FOR STOCK OWNERSHIP 
PLANS.—Notwithstanding paragraph (1) or 
(2), in the case of an employee stock owner-
ship plan (as defined in section 4975(e)(7) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986) which had 
outstanding on September 26, 2005, a loan in-
curred for the purpose of acquiring quali-
fying employer securities (as defined in sec-
tion 4975(e)(8) of such Code), the amendments 
made by this section shall not apply to any 
plan year beginning before the earlier of— 

(A) the date on which the loan is fully re-
paid, or 

(B) the date on which the loan was, as of 
September 26, 2005, scheduled to be fully re-
paid. 
SEC. 905. DISTRIBUTIONS DURING WORKING RE-

TIREMENT. 
(a) AMENDMENT TO THE EMPLOYEE RETIRE-

MENT INCOME SECURITY ACT OF 1974.—Sub-
paragraph (A) of section 3(2) of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1002(2)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following new sentence: ‘‘A distribu-
tion from a plan, fund, or program shall not 
be treated as made in a form other than re-
tirement income or as a distribution prior to 
termination of covered employment solely 
because such distribution is made to an em-
ployee who has attained age 62 and who is 
not separated from employment at the time 
of such distribution.’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT TO THE INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE OF 1986.—Subsection (a) of section 401 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (as 
amended by this Act) is amended by insert-
ing after paragraph (35) the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(36) DISTRIBUTIONS DURING WORKING RE-
TIREMENT.—A trust forming part of a pension 
plan shall not be treated as failing to con-
stitute a qualified trust under this section 
solely because the plan provides that a dis-
tribution may be made from such trust to an 
employee who has attained age 62 and who is 
not separated from employment at the time 
of such distribution.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions in plan years beginning after December 
31, 2006. 
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SEC. 906. TREATMENT OF CERTAIN PENSION 

PLANS OF INDIAN TRIBAL GOVERN-
MENTS. 

(a) DEFINITION OF GOVERNMENT PLAN TO IN-
CLUDE CERTAIN PENSION PLANS OF INDIAN 
TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS.— 

(1) AMENDMENT TO INTERNAL REVENUE CODE 
OF 1986.—Section 414(d) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 (defining governmental 
plan) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: ‘‘The term ‘governmental plan’ in-
cludes a plan which is established and main-
tained by an Indian tribal government (as 
defined in section 7701(a)(40)), a subdivision 
of an Indian tribal government (determined 
in accordance with section 7871(d)), or an 
agency or instrumentality of either, and all 
of the participants of which are employees of 
such entity substantially all of whose serv-
ices as such an employee are in the perform-
ance of essential governmental functions but 
not in the performance of commercial activi-
ties (whether or not an essential government 
function).’’. 

(2) AMENDMENT TO EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT 
INCOME SECURITY ACT OF 1974.— 

(A) Section 3(32) of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 
1002(32)) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: ‘‘The term ‘governmental plan’ in-
cludes a plan which is established and main-
tained by an Indian tribal government (as 
defined in section 7701(a)(40) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986), a subdivision of an In-
dian tribal government (determined in ac-
cordance with section 7871(d) of such Code), 
or an agency or instrumentality of either, 
and all of the participants of which are em-
ployees of such entity substantially all of 
whose services as such an employee are in 
the performance of essential governmental 
functions but not in the performance of com-
mercial activities (whether or not an essen-
tial government function)’’. 

(B) Section 4021(b)(2) of such Act is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following: ‘‘or 
which is described in the last sentence of sec-
tion 3(32)’’. 

(b) CLARIFICATION THAT TRIBAL GOVERN-
MENTS ARE SUBJECT TO THE SAME PENSION 
PLAN RULES AND REGULATIONS APPLIED TO 
STATE AND OTHER LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND 
THEIR POLICE AND FIREFIGHTERS.— 

(1) AMENDMENTS TO INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE OF 1986.— 

(A) POLICE AND FIREFIGHTERS.—Subpara-
graph (H) section 415(b)(2) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 (defining participant) is 
amended— 

(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘State or polit-
ical subdivision’’ and inserting ‘‘State, In-
dian tribal government (as defined in section 
7701(a)(40)), or any political subdivision’’; and 

(ii) in clause (ii)(I), by striking ‘‘State or 
political subdivision’’ each place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘State, Indian tribal govern-
ment (as so defined), or any political subdivi-
sion’’. 

(B) STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT PLANS.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-

tion 415(b)(10) of such Code (relating to limi-
tation to equal accrued benefit) is amended 
by inserting ‘‘or a governmental plan de-
scribed in the last sentence of section 414(d) 
(relating to plans of Indian tribal govern-
ments),’’ after ‘‘foregoing,’’. 

(ii) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The heading 
of paragraph (1) of section 415(b) of such Code 
is amended by striking ‘‘SPECIAL RULE FOR 
STATE AND’’ and inserting ‘‘SPECIAL RULE FOR 
STATE, INDIAN TRIBAL, AND’’. 

(C) GOVERNMENT PICK UP CONTRIBUTIONS.— 
Paragraph (2) of section 414(h) of such Code 
(relating to designation by units of govern-
ment) is amended by inserting ‘‘or a govern-
mental plan described in the last sentence of 
section 414(d) (relating to plans of Indian 
tribal governments),’’ after ‘‘foregoing,’’. 

(2) AMENDMENTS TO EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT 
INCOME SECURITY ACT OF 1974.—Section 4021(b) 
of the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1321(b)) is amend-
ed— 

(A) in paragraph (12), by striking ‘‘or’’ at 
the end; 

(B) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘‘plan.’’ 
and inserting ‘‘plan; or’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(14) established and maintained by an In-

dian tribal government (as defined in section 
7701(a)(40) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986), a subdivision of an Indian tribal gov-
ernment (determined in accordance with sec-
tion 7871(d) of such Code), or an agency or in-
strumentality of either, and all of the par-
ticipants of which are employees of such en-
tity substantially all of whose services as 
such an employee are in the performance of 
essential governmental functions but not in 
the performance of commercial activities 
(whether or not an essential government 
function).’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to any year 
beginning on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

TITLE X—PROVISIONS RELATING TO 
SPOUSAL PENSION PROTECTION 

SEC. 1001. REGULATIONS ON TIME AND ORDER 
OF ISSUANCE OF DOMESTIC RELA-
TIONS ORDERS. 

Not later than 1 year after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Labor shall issue regulations under section 
206(d)(3) of the Employee Retirement Secu-
rity Act of 1974 and section 414(p) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 which clarify 
that— 

(1) a domestic relations order otherwise 
meeting the requirements to be a qualified 
domestic relations order, including the re-
quirements of section 206(d)(3)(D) of such Act 
and section 414(p)(3) of such Code, shall not 
fail to be treated as a qualified domestic re-
lations order solely because— 

(A) the order is issued after, or revises, an-
other domestic relations order or qualified 
domestic relations order; or 

(B) of the time at which it is issued; and 
(2) any order described in paragraph (1) 

shall be subject to the same requirements 
and protections which apply to qualified do-
mestic relations orders, including the provi-
sions of section 206(d)(3)(H) of such Act and 
section 414(p)(7) of such Code. 
SEC. 1002. ENTITLEMENT OF DIVORCED SPOUSES 

TO RAILROAD RETIREMENT ANNU-
ITIES INDEPENDENT OF ACTUAL EN-
TITLEMENT OF EMPLOYEE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2 of the Railroad 
Retirement Act of 1974 (45 U.S.C. 231a) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)(4)(i), by striking ‘‘(A) 
is entitled to an annuity under subsection 
(a)(1) and (B)’’; and 

(2) in subsection (e)(5), by striking ‘‘or di-
vorced wife’’ the second place it appears. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 1003. EXTENSION OF TIER II RAILROAD RE-

TIREMENT BENEFITS TO SURVIVING 
FORMER SPOUSES PURSUANT TO DI-
VORCE AGREEMENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5 of the Railroad 
Retirement Act of 1974 (45 U.S.C. 231d) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(d) Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, the payment of any portion of an an-
nuity computed under section 3(b) to a sur-
viving former spouse in accordance with a 
court decree of divorce, annulment, or legal 
separation or the terms of any court-ap-
proved property settlement incident to any 
such court decree shall not be terminated 
upon the death of the individual who per-

formed the service with respect to which 
such annuity is so computed unless such ter-
mination is otherwise required by the terms 
of such court decree.’’ 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 1004. REQUIREMENT FOR ADDITIONAL SUR-

VIVOR ANNUITY OPTION. 
(a) AMENDMENTS TO INTERNAL REVENUE 

CODE.— 
(1) ELECTION OF SURVIVOR ANNUITY.—Sec-

tion 417(a)(1)(A) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 is amended— 

(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘, and’’ and in-
serting a comma; 

(B) by redesignating clause (ii) as clause 
(iii); and 

(C) by inserting after clause (i) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(ii) if the participant elects a waiver 
under clause (i), may elect the qualified op-
tional survivor annuity at any time during 
the applicable election period, and’’. 

(2) DEFINITION.—Section 417 of such Code is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(g) DEFINITION OF QUALIFIED OPTIONAL 
SURVIVOR ANNUITY.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘qualified optional survivor 
annuity’ means an annuity— 

‘‘(A) for the life of the participant with a 
survivor annuity for the life of the spouse 
which is equal to the applicable percentage 
of the amount of the annuity which is pay-
able during the joint lives of the participant 
and the spouse, and 

‘‘(B) which is the actuarial equivalent of a 
single annuity for the life of the participant. 
Such term also includes any annuity in a 
form having the effect of an annuity de-
scribed in the preceding sentence. 

‘‘(2) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of para-

graph (1), if the survivor annuity percent-
age— 

‘‘(i) is less than 75 percent, the applicable 
percentage is 75 percent, and 

‘‘(ii) is greater than or equal to 75 percent, 
the applicable percentage is 50 percent. 

‘‘(B) SURVIVOR ANNUITY PERCENTAGE.—For 
purposes of subparagraph (A), the term ‘sur-
vivor annuity percentage’ means the per-
centage which the survivor annuity under 
the plan’s qualified joint and survivor annu-
ity bears to the annuity payable during the 
joint lives of the participant and the 
spouse.’’. 

(3) NOTICE.—Section 417(a)(3)(A)(i) of such 
Code is amended by inserting ‘‘and of the 
qualified optional survivor annuity’’ after 
‘‘annuity’’. 

(b) AMENDMENTS TO ERISA.— 
(1) ELECTION OF SURVIVOR ANNUITY.—Sec-

tion 205(c)(1)(A) of the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 
1055(c)(1)(A)) is amended— 

(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘, and’’ and in-
serting a comma; 

(B) by redesignating clause (ii) as clause 
(iii); and 

(C) by inserting after clause (i) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(ii) if the participant elects a waiver 
under clause (i), may elect the qualified op-
tional survivor annuity at any time during 
the applicable election period, and’’. 

(2) DEFINITION.—Section 205(d) of such Act 
(29 U.S.C. 1055(d)) is amended— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘(1)’’ after ‘‘(d)’’; 
(B) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2) 

as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively; 
and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2)(A) For purposes of this section, the 

term ‘qualified optional survivor annuity’ 
means an annuity— 
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‘‘(i) for the life of the participant with a 

survivor annuity for the life of the spouse 
which is equal to the applicable percentage 
of the amount of the annuity which is pay-
able during the joint lives of the participant 
and the spouse, and 

‘‘(ii) which is the actuarial equivalent of a 
single annuity for the life of the participant. 
Such term also includes any annuity in a 
form having the effect of an annuity de-
scribed in the preceding sentence. 

‘‘(B)(i) For purposes of subparagraph (A), if 
the survivor annuity percentage— 

‘‘(I) is less than 75 percent, the applicable 
percentage is 75 percent, and 

‘‘(II) is greater than or equal to 75 percent, 
the applicable percentage is 50 percent. 

‘‘(ii) For purposes of clause (i), the term 
‘survivor annuity percentage’ means the per-
centage which the survivor annuity under 
the plan’s qualified joint and survivor annu-
ity bears to the annuity payable during the 
joint lives of the participant and the 
spouse.’’. 

(3) NOTICE.—Section 205(c)(3)(A)(i) of such 
Act (29 U.S.C. 1055(c)(3)(A)(i)) is amended by 
inserting ‘‘and of the qualified optional sur-
vivor annuity’’ after ‘‘annuity’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to plan years begin-
ning after December 31, 2007. 

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR COLLECTIVELY BAR-
GAINED PLANS.—In the case of a plan main-
tained pursuant to 1 or more collective bar-
gaining agreements between employee rep-
resentatives and 1 or more employers rati-
fied on or before the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the amendments made by this sec-
tion shall not apply to plan years beginning 
before the earlier of— 

(A) the later of— 
(i) January 1, 2008, or 
(ii) the date on which the last collective 

bargaining agreement related to the plan 
terminates (determined without regard to 
any extension thereof after the date of en-
actment of this Act), or 

(B) January 1, 2009. 

TITLE XI—ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 
SEC. 1101. EMPLOYEE PLANS COMPLIANCE RESO-

LUTION SYSTEM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall have full authority to estab-
lish and implement the Employee Plans 
Compliance Resolution System (or any suc-
cessor program) and any other employee 
plans correction policies, including the au-
thority to waive income, excise, or other 
taxes to ensure that any tax, penalty, or 
sanction is not excessive and bears a reason-
able relationship to the nature, extent, and 
severity of the failure. 

(b) IMPROVEMENTS.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall continue to update and im-
prove the Employee Plans Compliance Reso-
lution System (or any successor program), 
giving special attention to— 

(1) increasing the awareness and knowledge 
of small employers concerning the avail-
ability and use of the program; 

(2) taking into account special concerns 
and circumstances that small employers face 
with respect to compliance and correction of 
compliance failures; 

(3) extending the duration of the self-cor-
rection period under the Self-Correction Pro-
gram for significant compliance failures; 

(4) expanding the availability to correct in-
significant compliance failures under the 
Self-Correction Program during audit; and 

(5) assuring that any tax, penalty, or sanc-
tion that is imposed by reason of a compli-
ance failure is not excessive and bears a rea-
sonable relationship to the nature, extent, 
and severity of the failure. 

SEC. 1102. NOTICE AND CONSENT PERIOD RE-
GARDING DISTRIBUTIONS. 

(a) EXPANSION OF PERIOD.— 
(1) AMENDMENT OF INTERNAL REVENUE 

CODE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 417(a)(6)(A) of the 

Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by 
striking ‘‘90-day’’ and inserting ‘‘180-day’’. 

(B) MODIFICATION OF REGULATIONS.—The 
Secretary of the Treasury shall modify the 
regulations under sections 402(f), 411(a)(11), 
and 417 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
by substituting ‘‘180 days’’ for ‘‘90 days’’ each 
place it appears in Treasury Regulations sec-
tions 1.402(f)–1, 1.411(a)–11(c), and 1.417(e)– 
1(b). 

(2) AMENDMENT OF ERISA.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 205(c)(7)(A) of the 

Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1055(c)(7)(A)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘90-day’’ and inserting ‘‘180-day’’. 

(B) MODIFICATION OF REGULATIONS.—The 
Secretary of the Treasury shall modify the 
regulations under part 2 of subtitle B of title 
I of the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974 relating to sections 203(e) 
and 205 of such Act by substituting ‘‘180 
days’’ for ‘‘90 days’’ each place it appears. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments and 
modifications made or required by this sub-
section shall apply to years beginning after 
December 31, 2006. 

(b) NOTIFICATION OF RIGHT TO DEFER.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 

Treasury shall modify the regulations under 
section 411(a)(11) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 and under section 205 of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 to provide that the description of a par-
ticipant’s right, if any, to defer receipt of a 
distribution shall also describe the con-
sequences of failing to defer such receipt. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The modifications re-

quired by paragraph (1) shall apply to years 
beginning after December 31, 2006. 

(B) REASONABLE NOTICE.—A plan shall not 
be treated as failing to meet the require-
ments of section 411(a)(11) of such Code or 
section 205 of such Act with respect to any 
description of consequences described in 
paragraph (1) made within 90 days after the 
Secretary of the Treasury issues the modi-
fications required by paragraph (1) if the 
plan administrator makes a reasonable at-
tempt to comply with such requirements. 
SEC. 1103. REPORTING SIMPLIFICATION. 

(a) SIMPLIFIED ANNUAL FILING REQUIRE-
MENT FOR OWNERS AND THEIR SPOUSES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall modify the requirements for 
filing annual returns with respect to one- 
participant retirement plans to ensure that 
such plans with assets of $250,000 or less as of 
the close of the plan year need not file a re-
turn for that year. 

(2) ONE-PARTICIPANT RETIREMENT PLAN DE-
FINED.—For purposes of this subsection, the 
term ‘‘one-participant retirement plan’’ 
means a retirement plan with respect to 
which the following requirements are met: 

(A) on the first day of the plan year— 
(i) the plan covered only one individual (or 

the individual and the individual’s spouse) 
and the individual owned 100 percent of the 
plan sponsor (whether or not incorporated), 
or 

(ii) the plan covered only one or more part-
ners (or partners and their spouses) in the 
plan sponsor; 

(B) the plan meets the minimum coverage 
requirements of section 410(b) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 without being com-
bined with any other plan of the business 
that covers the employees of the business; 

(C) the plan does not provide benefits to 
anyone except the individual (and the indi-

vidual’s spouse) or the partners (and their 
spouses); 

(D) the plan does not cover a business that 
is a member of an affiliated service group, a 
controlled group of corporations, or a group 
of businesses under common control; and 

(E) the plan does not cover a business that 
uses the services of leased employees (within 
the meaning of section 414(n) of such Code). 

For purposes of this paragraph, the term 
‘‘partner’’ includes a 2-percent shareholder 
(as defined in section 1372(b) of such Code) of 
an S corporation. 

(3) OTHER DEFINITIONS.—Terms used in 
paragraph (2) which are also used in section 
414 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 shall 
have the respective meanings given such 
terms by such section. 

(4) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The provisions of this 
subsection shall apply to plan years begin-
ning on or after January 1, 2007. 

(b) SIMPLIFIED ANNUAL FILING REQUIRE-
MENT FOR PLANS WITH FEWER THAN 25 PAR-
TICIPANTS.—In the case of plan years begin-
ning after December 31, 2006, the Secretary 
of the Treasury and the Secretary of Labor 
shall provide for the filing of a simplified an-
nual return for any retirement plan which 
covers less than 25 participants on the first 
day of a plan year and which meets the re-
quirements described in subparagraphs (B), 
(D), and (E) of subsection (a)(2). 
SEC. 1104. VOLUNTARY EARLY RETIREMENT IN-

CENTIVE AND EMPLOYMENT RETEN-
TION PLANS MAINTAINED BY LOCAL 
EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES AND 
OTHER ENTITIES. 

(a) VOLUNTARY EARLY RETIREMENT INCEN-
TIVE PLANS.— 

(1) TREATMENT AS PLAN PROVIDING SEVER-
ANCE PAY.—Section 457(e)(11) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to certain 
plans excluded) is amended by adding at the 
end the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(D) CERTAIN VOLUNTARY EARLY RETIRE-
MENT INCENTIVE PLANS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If an applicable vol-
untary early retirement incentive plan— 

‘‘(I) makes payments or supplements as an 
early retirement benefit, a retirement-type 
subsidy, or a benefit described in the last 
sentence of section 411(a)(9), and 

‘‘(II) such payments or supplements are 
made in coordination with a defined benefit 
plan which is described in section 401(a) and 
includes a trust exempt from tax under sec-
tion 501(a) and which is maintained by an eli-
gible employer described in paragraph (1)(A) 
or by an education association described in 
clause (ii)(II), 

such applicable plan shall be treated for pur-
poses of subparagraph (A)(i) as a bona fide 
severance pay plan with respect to such pay-
ments or supplements to the extent such 
payments or supplements could otherwise 
have been provided under such defined ben-
efit plan (determined as if section 411 applied 
to such defined benefit plan). 

‘‘(ii) APPLICABLE VOLUNTARY EARLY RETIRE-
MENT INCENTIVE PLAN.—For purposes of this 
subparagraph, the term ‘applicable vol-
untary early retirement incentive plan’ 
means a voluntary early retirement incen-
tive plan maintained by— 

‘‘(I) a local educational agency (as defined 
in section 9101 of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
7801)), or 

‘‘(II) an education association which prin-
cipally represents employees of 1 or more 
agencies described in subclause (I) and which 
is described in section 501(c) (5) or (6) and ex-
empt from tax under section 501(a).’’ 

(2) AGE DISCRIMINATION IN EMPLOYMENT 
ACT.—Section 4(l)(1) of the Age Discrimina-
tion in Employment Act of 1967 (29 U.S.C. 
623(l)(1)) is amended— 
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(A) by inserting ‘‘(A)’’ after ‘‘(1)’’, 
(B) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and 

(B) as clauses (i) and (ii), respectively, 
(C) by redesignating clauses (i) and (ii) of 

subparagraph (B) (as in effect before the 
amendments made by subparagraph (B)) as 
subclauses (I) and (II), respectively, and 

(D) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) A voluntary early retirement incen-

tive plan that— 
‘‘(i) is maintained by— 
‘‘(I) a local educational agency (as defined 

in section 9101 of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801), 
or 

‘‘(II) an education association which prin-
cipally represents employees of 1 or more 
agencies described in subclause (I) and which 
is described in section 501(c) (5) or (6) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt 
from taxation under section 501(a) of such 
Code, and 

‘‘(ii) makes payments or supplements de-
scribed in subclauses (I) and (II) of subpara-
graph (A)(ii) in coordination with a defined 
benefit plan (as so defined) maintained by an 
eligible employer described in section 
457(e)(1)(A) of such Code or by an education 
association described in clause (i)(II), 
shall be treated solely for purposes of sub-
paragraph (A)(ii) as if it were a part of the 
defined benefit plan with respect to such 
payments or supplements. Payments or sup-
plements under such a voluntary early re-
tirement incentive plan shall not constitute 
severance pay for purposes of paragraph 
(2).’’. 

(b) EMPLOYMENT RETENTION PLANS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 457(f)(2) of the In-

ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to ex-
ceptions) is amended by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end of subparagraph (D), by striking the 
period at the end of subparagraph (E) and in-
serting ‘‘, and’’, and by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(F) that portion of any applicable employ-
ment retention plan described in paragraph 
(4) with respect to any participant.’’ 

(2) DEFINITIONS AND RULES RELATING TO EM-
PLOYMENT RETENTION PLANS.—Section 457(f) 
of such Code is amended by adding at the end 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(4) EMPLOYMENT RETENTION PLANS.—For 
purposes of paragraph (2)(F)— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The portion of an appli-
cable employment retention plan described 
in this paragraph with respect to any partic-
ipant is that portion of the plan which pro-
vides benefits payable to the participant not 
in excess of twice the applicable dollar limit 
determined under subsection (e)(15). 

‘‘(B) OTHER RULES.— 
‘‘(i) LIMITATION.—Paragraph (2)(F) shall 

only apply to the portion of the plan de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) for years pre-
ceding the year in which such portion is paid 
or otherwise made available to the partici-
pant. 

‘‘(ii) TREATMENT.—A plan shall not be 
treated for purposes of this title as providing 
for the deferral of compensation for any year 
with respect to the portion of the plan de-
scribed in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(C) APPLICABLE EMPLOYMENT RETENTION 
PLAN.—The term ‘applicable employment re-
tention plan’ means an employment reten-
tion plan maintained by— 

‘‘(i) a local educational agency (as defined 
in section 9101 of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801), 
or 

‘‘(ii) an education association which prin-
cipally represents employees of 1 or more 
agencies described in clause (i) and which is 
described in section 501(c) (5) or (6) and ex-
empt from taxation under section 501(a). 

‘‘(D) EMPLOYMENT RETENTION PLAN.—The 
term ‘employment retention plan’ means a 

plan to pay, upon termination of employ-
ment, compensation to an employee of a 
local educational agency or education asso-
ciation described in subparagraph (C) for 
purposes of— 

‘‘(i) retaining the services of the employee, 
or 

‘‘(ii) rewarding such employee for the em-
ployee’s service with 1 or more such agencies 
or associations.’’. 

(c) COORDINATION WITH ERISA.—Section 
3(2)(B) of the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1002(2)(B)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘An applicable voluntary early retirement 
incentive plan (as defined in section 
457(e)(11)(D)(ii) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986) making payments or supplements de-
scribed in section 457(e)(11)(D)(i) of such 
Code, and an applicable employment reten-
tion plan (as defined in section 457(f)(4)(C) of 
such Code) making payments of benefits de-
scribed in section 457(f)(4)(A) of such Code, 
shall, for purposes of this title, be treated as 
a welfare plan (and not a pension plan) with 
respect to such payments and supplements.’’ 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this Act shall take effect on the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(2) TAX AMENDMENTS.—The amendments 
made by subsections (a)(1) and (b) shall apply 
to taxable years ending after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(3) ERISA AMENDMENTS.—The amendment 
made by subsection (c) shall apply to plan 
years ending after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 

(4) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in the amend-
ments made by this section shall alter or af-
fect the construction of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986, the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974, or the Age Dis-
crimination in Employment Act of 1967 as 
applied to any plan, arrangement, or conduct 
to which such amendments do not apply. 
SEC. 1105. NO REDUCTION IN UNEMPLOYMENT 

COMPENSATION AS A RESULT OF 
PENSION ROLLOVERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3304(a) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to re-
quirements for State unemployment laws) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new flush sentence: 
‘‘Compensation shall not be reduced under 
paragraph (15) for any pension, retirement or 
retired pay, annuity, or similar payment 
which is not includible in gross income of 
the individual for the taxable year in which 
paid because it was part of a rollover dis-
tribution.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to weeks be-
ginning on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 1106. REVOCATION OF ELECTION RELATING 

TO TREATMENT AS MULTIEM-
PLOYER PLAN. 

(a) AMENDMENT TO ERISA.—Section 3(37) of 
the Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974 is amended by adding at the end 
the following new subparagraph (G): 

‘‘(G)(i) Within 1 year after the enactment 
of the Pension Protection Act of 2006— 

‘‘(I) an election under subparagraph (E) 
may be revoked, pursuant to procedures pre-
scribed by the Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation, if, for each of the 3 plan years 
prior to the date of the enactment of that 
Act, the plan would have been a multiem-
ployer plan but for the election under sub-
paragraph (E), and 

‘‘(II) a plan that meets the criteria in 
clauses (i) and (ii) of subparagraph (A) of this 
paragraph or that is described in clause (vi) 
may, pursuant to procedures prescribed by 
the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation, 
elect to be a multiemployer plan, if— 

‘‘(aa) for each of the 3 plan years imme-
diately before the date of the enactment of 
the Pension Protection Act of 2006, the plan 
has met those criteria or is so described, 

‘‘(bb) substantially all of the plan’s em-
ployer contributions for each of those plan 
years were made or required to be made by 
organizations that were exempt from tax 
under section 501 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, and 

‘‘(cc) the plan was established prior to Sep-
tember 2, 1974. 

‘‘(ii) An election under this paragraph shall 
be effective for all purposes under this Act 
and under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
starting with the first plan year ending after 
the date of the enactment of the Pension 
Protection Act of 2006. 

‘‘(iii) Once made, an election under this 
paragraph shall be irrevocable, except that a 
plan described in subclause (i)(II) shall cease 
to be a multiemployer plan as of the plan 
year beginning immediately after the first 
plan year for which the majority of its em-
ployer contributions were made or required 
to be made by organizations that were not 
exempt from tax under section 501 of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986. 

‘‘(iv) The fact that a plan makes an elec-
tion under clause (i)(II) does not imply that 
the plan was not a multiemployer plan prior 
to the date of the election or would not be a 
multiemployer plan without regard to the 
election. 

‘‘(v)(I) No later than 30 days before an elec-
tion is made under this paragraph, the plan 
administrator shall provide notice of the 
pending election to each plan participant 
and beneficiary, each labor organization rep-
resenting such participants or beneficiaries, 
and each employer that has an obligation to 
contribute to the plan, describing the prin-
cipal differences between the guarantee pro-
grams under title IV and the benefit restric-
tions under this title for single employer and 
multiemployer plans, along with such other 
information as the plan administrator choos-
es to include. 

‘‘(II) Within 180 days after the date of en-
actment of the Pension Protection Act of 
2006, the Secretary shall prescribe a model 
notice under this subparagraph. 

‘‘(III) A plan administrator’s failure to pro-
vide the notice required under this subpara-
graph shall be treated for purposes of section 
502(c)(2) as a failure or refusal by the plan 
administrator to file the annual report re-
quired to be filed with the Secretary under 
section 101(b)(4). 

‘‘(vi) A plan is described in this clause if it 
is a plan— 

‘‘(I) that was established in Chicago, Illi-
nois, on August 12, 1881; and 

‘‘(II) sponsored by an organization de-
scribed in section 501(c)(5) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt from tax 
under section 501(a) of such Code.’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT TO INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE.—Subsection (f) of section 414 of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by 
adding at the end the following new para-
graph (6): 

‘‘(6) ELECTION WITH REGARD TO MULTIEM-
PLOYER STATUS.— 

‘‘(A) Within 1 year after the enactment of 
the Pension Protection Act of 2006— 

‘‘(i) An election under paragraph (5) may 
be revoked, pursuant to procedures pre-
scribed by the Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation, if, for each of the 3 plan years 
prior to the date of the enactment of that 
Act, the plan would have been a multiem-
ployer plan but for the election under para-
graph (5), and 

‘‘(ii) a plan that meets the criteria in sub-
paragraph (A) and (B) of paragraph (1) of this 
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subsection or that is described in subpara-
graph (E) may, pursuant to procedures pre-
scribed by the Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation, elect to be a multiemployer 
plan, if— 

‘‘(I) for each of the 3 plan years imme-
diately before the date of enactment of the 
Pension Protection Act of 2006, the plan has 
met those criteria or is so described, 

‘‘(II) substantially all of the plan’s em-
ployer contributions for each of those plan 
years were made or required to be made by 
organizations that were exempt from tax 
under section 501, and 

‘‘(III) the plan was established prior to 
September 2, 1974. 

‘‘(B) An election under this paragraph shall 
be effective for all purposes under this Act 
and under the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974, starting with the first 
plan year ending after the date of the enact-
ment of the Pension Protection Act of 2006. 

‘‘(C) Once made, an election under this 
paragraph shall be irrevocable, except that a 
plan described in subparagraph (A)(ii) shall 
cease to be a multiemployer plan as of the 
plan year beginning immediately after the 
first plan year for which the majority of its 
employer contributions were made or re-
quired to be made by organizations that were 
not exempt from tax under section 501. 

‘‘(D) The fact that a plan makes an elec-
tion under subparagraph (A)(ii) does not 
imply that the plan was not a multiemployer 
plan prior to the date of the election or 
would not be a multiemployer plan without 
regard to the election. 

‘‘(E) A plan is described in this subpara-
graph if it is a plan— 

‘‘(i) that was established in Chicago, Illi-
nois, on August 12, 1881; and 

‘‘(ii) sponsored by an organization de-
scribed in section 501(c)(5) and exempt from 
tax under section 501(a).’’. 
SEC. 1107. PROVISIONS RELATING TO PLAN 

AMENDMENTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—If this section applies to 

any pension plan or contract amendment— 
(1) such pension plan or contract shall be 

treated as being operated in accordance with 
the terms of the plan during the period de-
scribed in subsection (b)(2)(A), and 

(2) except as provided by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, such pension plan shall not 
fail to meet the requirements of section 
411(d)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
and section 204(g) of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 by reason 
of such amendment. 

(b) AMENDMENTS TO WHICH SECTION AP-
PLIES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—This section shall apply to 
any amendment to any pension plan or annu-
ity contract which is made— 

(A) pursuant to any amendment made by 
this Act or pursuant to any regulation issued 
by the Secretary of the Treasury or the Sec-
retary of Labor under this Act, and 

(B) on or before the last day of the first 
plan year beginning on or after January 1, 
2009. 

In the case of a governmental plan (as de-
fined in section 414(d) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986), this paragraph shall be 
applied by substituting ‘‘2011’’ for ‘‘2009’’. 

(2) CONDITIONS.—This section shall not 
apply to any amendment unless— 

(A) during the period— 
(i) beginning on the date the legislative or 

regulatory amendment described in para-
graph (1)(A) takes effect (or in the case of a 
plan or contract amendment not required by 
such legislative or regulatory amendment, 
the effective date specified by the plan), and 

(ii) ending on the date described in para-
graph (1)(B) (or, if earlier, the date the plan 
or contract amendment is adopted), the plan 

or contract is operated as if such plan or 
contract amendment were in effect; and 

(B) such plan or contract amendment ap-
plies retroactively for such period. 

TITLE XII—PROVISIONS RELATING TO 
EXEMPT ORGANIZATIONS 

Subtitle A—Charitable Giving Incentives 
SEC. 1201. TAX-FREE DISTRIBUTIONS FROM INDI-

VIDUAL RETIREMENT PLANS FOR 
CHARITABLE PURPOSES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section 
408 (relating to individual retirement ac-
counts) is amended by adding at the end the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(8) DISTRIBUTIONS FOR CHARITABLE PUR-
POSES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—So much of the aggre-
gate amount of qualified charitable distribu-
tions with respect to a taxpayer made during 
any taxable year which does not exceed 
$100,000 shall not be includible in gross in-
come of such taxpayer for such taxable year. 

‘‘(B) QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION.— 
For purposes of this paragraph, the term 
‘qualified charitable distribution’ means any 
distribution from an individual retirement 
plan (other than a plan described in sub-
section (k) or (p))— 

‘‘(i) which is made directly by the trustee 
to an organization described in section 
170(b)(1)(A) (other than any organization de-
scribed in section 509(a)(3) or any fund or ac-
count described in section 4966(d)(2)), and 

‘‘(ii) which is made on or after the date 
that the individual for whose benefit the 
plan is maintained has attained age 701⁄2. 

A distribution shall be treated as a qualified 
charitable distribution only to the extent 
that the distribution would be includible in 
gross income without regard to subpara-
graph (A). 

‘‘(C) CONTRIBUTIONS MUST BE OTHERWISE DE-
DUCTIBLE.—For purposes of this paragraph, a 
distribution to an organization described in 
subparagraph (B)(i) shall be treated as a 
qualified charitable distribution only if a de-
duction for the entire distribution would be 
allowable under section 170 (determined 
without regard to subsection (b) thereof and 
this paragraph). 

‘‘(D) APPLICATION OF SECTION 72.—Notwith-
standing section 72, in determining the ex-
tent to which a distribution is a qualified 
charitable distribution, the entire amount of 
the distribution shall be treated as includ-
ible in gross income without regard to sub-
paragraph (A) to the extent that such 
amount does not exceed the aggregate 
amount which would have been so includible 
if all amounts distributed from all individual 
retirement plans were treated as 1 contract 
under paragraph (2)(A) for purposes of deter-
mining the inclusion of such distribution 
under section 72. Proper adjustments shall be 
made in applying section 72 to other dis-
tributions in such taxable year and subse-
quent taxable years. 

‘‘(E) DENIAL OF DEDUCTION.—Qualified char-
itable distributions which are not includible 
in gross income pursuant to subparagraph 
(A) shall not be taken into account in deter-
mining the deduction under section 170. 

‘‘(F) TERMINATION.—This paragraph shall 
not apply to distributions made in taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2007.’’. 

(b) MODIFICATIONS RELATING TO INFORMA-
TION RETURNS BY CERTAIN TRUSTS.— 

(1) RETURNS.—Section 6034 (relating to re-
turns by trusts described in section 4947(a)(2) 
or claiming charitable deductions under sec-
tion 642(c)) is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 6034. RETURNS BY CERTAIN TRUSTS. 

‘‘(a) SPLIT-INTEREST TRUSTS.—Every trust 
described in section 4947(a)(2) shall furnish 
such information with respect to the taxable 
year as the Secretary may by forms or regu-
lations require. 

‘‘(b) TRUSTS CLAIMING CERTAIN CHARITABLE 
DEDUCTIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Every trust not required 
to file a return under subsection (a) but 
claiming a deduction under section 642(c) for 
the taxable year shall furnish such informa-
tion with respect to such taxable year as the 
Secretary may by forms or regulations pre-
scribe, including— 

‘‘(A) the amount of the deduction taken 
under section 642(c) within such year, 

‘‘(B) the amount paid out within such year 
which represents amounts for which deduc-
tions under section 642(c) have been taken in 
prior years, 

‘‘(C) the amount for which such deductions 
have been taken in prior years but which has 
not been paid out at the beginning of such 
year, 

‘‘(D) the amount paid out of principal in 
the current and prior years for the purposes 
described in section 642(c), 

‘‘(E) the total income of the trust within 
such year and the expenses attributable 
thereto, and 

‘‘(F) a balance sheet showing the assets, li-
abilities, and net worth of the trust as of the 
beginning of such year. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTIONS.—Paragraph (1) shall not 
apply to a trust for any taxable year if— 

‘‘(A) all the net income for such year, de-
termined under the applicable principles of 
the law of trusts, is required to be distrib-
uted currently to the beneficiaries, or 

‘‘(B) the trust is described in section 
4947(a)(1).’’. 

(2) INCREASE IN PENALTY RELATING TO FIL-
ING OF INFORMATION RETURN BY SPLIT-INTER-
EST TRUSTS.—Paragraph (2) of section 6652(c) 
(relating to returns by exempt organizations 
and by certain trusts) is amended by adding 
at the end the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) SPLIT-INTEREST TRUSTS.—In the case 
of a trust which is required to file a return 
under section 6034(a), subparagraphs (A) and 
(B) of this paragraph shall not apply and 
paragraph (1) shall apply in the same manner 
as if such return were required under section 
6033, except that— 

‘‘(i) the 5 percent limitation in the second 
sentence of paragraph (1)(A) shall not apply, 

‘‘(ii) in the case of any trust with gross in-
come in excess of $250,000, the first sentence 
of paragraph (1)(A) shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘$100’ for ‘$20’, and the second sen-
tence thereof shall be applied by substituting 
‘$50,000’ for ‘$10,000’, and 

‘‘(iii) the third sentence of paragraph (1)(A) 
shall be disregarded. 

In addition to any penalty imposed on the 
trust pursuant to this subparagraph, if the 
person required to file such return know-
ingly fails to file the return, such penalty 
shall also be imposed on such person who 
shall be personally liable for such penalty.’’. 

(3) CONFIDENTIALITY OF NONCHARITABLE 
BENEFICIARIES.—Subsection (b) of section 
6104 (relating to inspection of annual infor-
mation returns) is amended by adding at the 
end the following new sentence: ‘‘In the case 
of a trust which is required to file a return 
under section 6034(a), this subsection shall 
not apply to information regarding bene-
ficiaries which are not organizations de-
scribed in section 170(c).’’. 

(4) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The item in the 
table of sections for subpart A of part III of 
subchapter A of chapter 61 relating to sec-
tion 6034 is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘Sec. 6034. Returns by certain trusts.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) SUBSECTION (a).—The amendment made 

by subsection (a) shall apply to distributions 
made in taxable years beginning after De-
cember 31, 2005. 

(2) SUBSECTION (b).—The amendments made 
by subsection (b) shall apply to returns for 
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taxable years beginning after December 31, 
2006. 
SEC. 1202. EXTENSION OF MODIFICATION OF 

CHARITABLE DEDUCTION FOR CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF FOOD INVENTORY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 170(e)(3)(C)(iv) 
(relating to termination) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2005’’ and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to contribu-
tions made after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 1203. BASIS ADJUSTMENT TO STOCK OF S 

CORPORATION CONTRIBUTING 
PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section 
1367(a) (relating to adjustments to basis of 
stock of shareholders, etc.) is amended by 
adding at the end the following new flush 
sentence: 
‘‘The decrease under subparagraph (B) by 
reason of a charitable contribution (as de-
fined in section 170(c)) of property shall be 
the amount equal to the shareholder’s pro 
rata share of the adjusted basis of such prop-
erty. The preceding sentence shall not apply 
to contributions made in taxable years be-
ginning after December 31, 2007.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to contribu-
tions made in taxable years beginning after 
December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 1204. EXTENSION OF MODIFICATION OF 

CHARITABLE DEDUCTION FOR CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF BOOK INVENTORY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 170(e)(3)(D)(iv) 
(relating to termination) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2005’’ and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to contribu-
tions made after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 1205. MODIFICATION OF TAX TREATMENT 

OF CERTAIN PAYMENTS TO CON-
TROLLING EXEMPT ORGANIZA-
TIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (13) of section 
512(b) (relating to special rules for certain 
amounts received from controlled entities) is 
amended by redesignating subparagraph (E) 
as subparagraph (F) and by inserting after 
subparagraph (D) the following new subpara-
graph: 

‘‘(E) PARAGRAPH TO APPLY ONLY TO CERTAIN 
EXCESS PAYMENTS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
apply only to the portion of a qualifying 
specified payment received or accrued by the 
controlling organization that exceeds the 
amount which would have been paid or ac-
crued if such payment met the requirements 
prescribed under section 482. 

‘‘(ii) ADDITION TO TAX FOR VALUATION 
MISSTATEMENTS.—The tax imposed by this 
chapter on the controlling organization shall 
be increased by an amount equal to 20 per-
cent of the larger of— 

‘‘(I) such excess determined without regard 
to any amendment or supplement to a return 
of tax, or 

‘‘(II) such excess determined with regard to 
all such amendments and supplements. 

‘‘(iii) QUALIFYING SPECIFIED PAYMENT.—The 
term ‘qualifying specified payment’ means a 
specified payment which is made pursuant 
to— 

‘‘(I) a binding written contract in effect on 
the date of the enactment of this subpara-
graph, or 

‘‘(II) a contract which is a renewal, under 
substantially similar terms, of a contract de-
scribed in subclause (I). 

‘‘(iv) TERMINATION.—This subparagraph 
shall not apply to payments received or ac-
crued after December 31, 2007.’’. 

(b) REPORTING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 6033 (relating to 

returns by exempt organizations) is amended 
by redesignating subsection (h) as subsection 
(i) and by inserting after subsection (g) the 
following new subsection: 

‘‘(h) CONTROLLING ORGANIZATIONS.—Each 
controlling organization (within the mean-
ing of section 512(b)(13)) which is subject to 
the requirements of subsection (a) shall in-
clude on the return required under sub-
section (a)— 

‘‘(1) any interest, annuities, royalties, or 
rents received from each controlled entity 
(within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)), 

‘‘(2) any loans made to each such con-
trolled entity, and 

‘‘(3) any transfers of funds between such 
controlling organization and each such con-
trolled entity.’’. 

(2) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
January 1, 2009, the Secretary of the Treas-
ury shall submit to the Committee on Fi-
nance of the Senate and the Committee on 
Ways and Means of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the effectiveness of the In-
ternal Revenue Service in administering the 
amendments made by subsection (a) and on 
the extent to which payments by controlled 
entities (within the meaning of section 
512(b)(13) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986) to controlling organizations (within the 
meaning of section 512(b)(13) of such Code) 
meet the requirements under section 482 of 
such Code. Such report shall include the re-
sults of any audit of any controlling organi-
zation or controlled entity and recommenda-
tions relating to the tax treatment of pay-
ments from controlled entities to controlling 
organizations. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) SUBSECTION (a).—The amendments made 

by subsection (a) shall apply to payments re-
ceived or accrued after December 31, 2005. 

(2) SUBSECTION (b).—The amendments made 
by subsection (b) shall apply to returns the 
due date (determined without regard to ex-
tensions) of which is after the date of the en-
actment of this Act. 

SEC. 1206. ENCOURAGEMENT OF CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF CAPITAL GAIN REAL PROPERTY 
MADE FOR CONSERVATION PUR-
POSES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) INDIVIDUALS.—Paragraph (1) of section 

170(b) (relating to percentage limitations) is 
amended by redesignating subparagraphs (E) 
and (F) as subparagraphs (F) and (G), respec-
tively, and by inserting after subparagraph 
(D) the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(E) CONTRIBUTIONS OF QUALIFIED CON-
SERVATION CONTRIBUTIONS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Any qualified conserva-
tion contribution (as defined in subsection 
(h)(1)) shall be allowed to the extent the ag-
gregate of such contributions does not ex-
ceed the excess of 50 percent of the tax-
payer’s contribution base over the amount of 
all other charitable contributions allowable 
under this paragraph. 

‘‘(ii) CARRYOVER.—If the aggregate amount 
of contributions described in clause (i) ex-
ceeds the limitation of clause (i), such excess 
shall be treated (in a manner consistent with 
the rules of subsection (d)(1)) as a charitable 
contribution to which clause (i) applies in 
each of the 15 succeeding years in order of 
time. 

‘‘(iii) COORDINATION WITH OTHER SUBPARA-
GRAPHS.—For purposes of applying this sub-
section and subsection (d)(1), contributions 
described in clause (i) shall not be treated as 
described in subparagraph (A), (B), (C), or (D) 
and such subparagraphs shall apply without 
regard to such contributions. 

‘‘(iv) SPECIAL RULE FOR CONTRIBUTION OF 
PROPERTY USED IN AGRICULTURE OR LIVESTOCK 
PRODUCTION.— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—If the individual is a 
qualified farmer or rancher for the taxable 
year for which the contribution is made, 
clause (i) shall be applied by substituting ‘100 
percent’ for ‘50 percent’. 

‘‘(II) EXCEPTION.—Subclause (I) shall not 
apply to any contribution of property made 
after the date of the enactment of this sub-
paragraph which is used in agriculture or 
livestock production (or available for such 
production) unless such contribution is sub-
ject to a restriction that such property re-
main available for such production. This sub-
paragraph shall be applied separately with 
respect to property to which subclause (I) 
does not apply by reason of the preceding 
sentence prior to its application to property 
to which subclause (I) does apply. 

‘‘(v) DEFINITION.—For purposes of clause 
(iv), the term ‘qualified farmer or rancher’ 
means a taxpayer whose gross income from 
the trade or business of farming (within the 
meaning of section 2032A(e)(5)) is greater 
than 50 percent of the taxpayer’s gross in-
come for the taxable year. 

‘‘(vi) TERMINATION.—This subparagraph 
shall not apply to any contribution made in 
taxable years beginning after December 31, 
2007.’’. 

(2) CORPORATIONS.—Paragraph (2) of sec-
tion 170(b) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(2) CORPORATIONS.—In the case of a cor-
poration— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The total deductions 
under subsection (a) for any taxable year 
(other than for contributions to which sub-
paragraph (B) applies) shall not exceed 10 
percent of the taxpayer’s taxable income. 

‘‘(B) QUALIFIED CONSERVATION CONTRIBU-
TIONS BY CERTAIN CORPORATE FARMERS AND 
RANCHERS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Any qualified conserva-
tion contribution (as defined in subsection 
(h)(1))— 

‘‘(I) which is made by a corporation which, 
for the taxable year during which the con-
tribution is made, is a qualified farmer or 
rancher (as defined in paragraph (1)(E)(v)) 
and the stock of which is not readily 
tradable on an established securities market 
at any time during such year, and 

‘‘(II) which, in the case of contributions 
made after the date of the enactment of this 
subparagraph, is a contribution of property 
which is used in agriculture or livestock pro-
duction (or available for such production) 
and which is subject to a restriction that 
such property remain available for such pro-
duction, 
shall be allowed to the extent the aggregate 
of such contributions does not exceed the ex-
cess of the taxpayer’s taxable income over 
the amount of charitable contributions al-
lowable under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(ii) CARRYOVER.—If the aggregate amount 
of contributions described in clause (i) ex-
ceeds the limitation of clause (i), such excess 
shall be treated (in a manner consistent with 
the rules of subsection (d)(2)) as a charitable 
contribution to which clause (i) applies in 
each of the 15 succeeding years in order of 
time. 

‘‘(iii) TERMINATION.—This subparagraph 
shall not apply to any contribution made in 
taxable years beginning after December 31, 
2007. 

‘‘(C) TAXABLE INCOME.—For purposes of 
this paragraph, taxable income shall be com-
puted without regard to— 

‘‘(i) this section, 
‘‘(ii) part VIII (except section 248), 
‘‘(iii) any net operating loss carryback to 

the taxable year under section 172, 
‘‘(iv) section 199, and 
‘‘(v) any capital loss carryback to the tax-

able year under section 1212(a)(1).’’. 
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Paragraph (2) of section 170(d) is amend-

ed by striking ‘‘subsection (b)(2)’’ each place 
it appears and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(b)(2)(A)’’. 

(2) Section 545(b)(2) is amended by striking 
‘‘and (D)’’ and inserting ‘‘(D), and (E)’’. 
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(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by this section shall apply to contribu-
tions made in taxable years beginning after 
December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 1207. EXCISE TAXES EXEMPTION FOR BLOOD 

COLLECTOR ORGANIZATIONS. 
(a) EXEMPTION FROM IMPOSITION OF SPECIAL 

FUELS TAX.—Section 4041(g) (relating to 
other exemptions) is amended by striking 
‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph (3), by strik-
ing the period in paragraph (4) and inserting 
‘‘; and’’, and by inserting after paragraph (4) 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) with respect to the sale of any liquid 
to a qualified blood collector organization 
(as defined in section 7701(a)(49)) for such or-
ganization’s exclusive use in the collection, 
storage, or transportation of blood.’’. 

(b) EXEMPTION FROM MANUFACTURERS EX-
CISE TAX.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4221(a) (relating 
to certain tax-free sales) is amended by 
striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of paragraph (4), by 
adding ‘‘or’’ at the end of paragraph (5), and 
by inserting after paragraph (5) the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) to a qualified blood collector organiza-
tion (as defined in section 7701(a)(49)) for 
such organization’s exclusive use in the col-
lection, storage, or transportation of 
blood,’’. 

(2) NO EXEMPTION WITH RESPECT TO VAC-
CINES AND RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT.—Sec-
tion 4221(a) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new sentence: ‘‘In the case of 
taxes imposed by subchapter C or D, para-
graph (6) shall not apply.’’. 

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) The second sentence of section 4221(a) 

is amended by striking ‘‘Paragraphs (4) and 
(5)’’ and inserting ‘‘Paragraphs (4), (5), and 
(6)’’. 

(B) Section 6421(c) is amended by striking 
‘‘or (5)’’ and inserting ‘‘(5), or (6)’’. 

(c) EXEMPTION FROM COMMUNICATION EX-
CISE TAX.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4253 (relating to 
exemptions) is amended by redesignating 
subsection (k) as subsection (l) and inserting 
after subsection (j) the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(k) EXEMPTION FOR QUALIFIED BLOOD COL-
LECTOR ORGANIZATIONS.—Under regulations 
provided by the Secretary, no tax shall be 
imposed under section 4251 on any amount 
paid by a qualified blood collector organiza-
tion (as defined in section 7701(a)(49)) for 
services or facilities furnished to such orga-
nization.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
4253(l), as redesignated by paragraph (1), is 
amended by striking ‘‘or (j)’’ and inserting 
‘‘(j), or (k)’’. 

(d) EXEMPTION FROM TAX ON HEAVY VEHI-
CLES.—Section 4483 is amended by redesig-
nating subsection (h) as subsection (i) and by 
inserting after subsection (g) the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(h) EXEMPTION FOR VEHICLES USED IN 
BLOOD COLLECTION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—No tax shall be imposed 
by section 4481 on the use of any qualified 
blood collector vehicle by a qualified blood 
collector organization. 

‘‘(2) QUALIFIED BLOOD COLLECTOR VEHICLE.— 
For purposes of this subsection, the term 
‘qualified blood collector vehicle’ means a 
vehicle at least 80 percent of the use of which 
during the prior taxable period was by a 
qualified blood collector organization in the 
collection, storage, or transportation of 
blood. 

‘‘(3) SPECIAL RULE FOR VEHICLES FIRST 
PLACED IN SERVICE IN A TAXABLE PERIOD.—In 
the case of a vehicle first placed in service in 
a taxable period, a vehicle shall be treated as 
a qualified blood collector vehicle for such 
taxable period if such qualified blood col-

lector organization certifies to the Secretary 
that the organization reasonably expects at 
least 80 percent of the use of such vehicle by 
the organization during such taxable period 
will be in the collection, storage, or trans-
portation of blood. 

‘‘(4) QUALIFIED BLOOD COLLECTOR ORGANIZA-
TION.—The term ‘qualified blood collector or-
ganization’ has the meaning given such term 
by section 7701(a)(49).’’. 

(e) CREDIT OR REFUND FOR CERTAIN TAXES 
ON SALES AND SERVICES.— 

(1) DEEMED OVERPAYMENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 6416(b)(2) is 

amended by redesignating subparagraphs (E) 
and (F) as subparagraphs (F) and (G), respec-
tively, and by inserting after subparagraph 
(D) the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(E) sold to a qualified blood collector or-
ganization (as defined in section 7701(a)(49)) 
for such organization’s exclusive use in the 
collection, storage, or transportation of 
blood;’’. 

(B) NO CREDIT OR REFUND FOR VACCINES OR 
RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT.—Section 6416(b)(2) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new sentence: ‘‘In the case of taxes 
imposed by subchapter C or D of chapter 32, 
subparagraph (E) shall not apply.’’. 

(C) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 
6416(b)(2) is amended— 

(i) by striking ‘‘Subparagraphs (C) and (D)’’ 
in the second sentence and inserting ‘‘Sub-
paragraphs (C), (D), and (E)’’. 

(ii) by striking ‘‘(B), (C), and (D)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘(B), (C), (D), and (E)’’. 

(2) SALES OF TIRES.—Section 6416(b)(4)(B) is 
amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of 
clause (i), by striking the period at the end 
of clause (ii) and inserting ‘‘, or’’, and by 
adding after clause (ii) the following: 

‘‘(iii) sold to a qualified blood collector or-
ganization for its exclusive use in connection 
with a vehicle the organization certifies will 
be primarily used in the collection, storage, 
or transportation of blood.’’. 

(f) DEFINITION OF QUALIFIED BLOOD COL-
LECTOR ORGANIZATION.—Section 7701(a) is 
amended by inserting at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(49) QUALIFIED BLOOD COLLECTOR ORGANI-
ZATION.—The term ‘qualified blood collector 
organization’ means an organization which 
is— 

‘‘(A) described in section 501(c)(3) and ex-
empt from tax under section 501(a), 

‘‘(B) primarily engaged in the activity of 
the collection of human blood, 

‘‘(C) registered with the Secretary for pur-
poses of excise tax exemptions, and 

‘‘(D) registered by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration to collect blood.’’. 

(g) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall take effect on January 1, 
2007. 

(2) SUBSECTION (d).—The amendment made 
by subsection (d) shall apply to taxable peri-
ods beginning on or after July 1, 2007. 

Subtitle B—Reforming Exempt Organizations 

PART 1—GENERAL REFORMS 

SEC. 1211. REPORTING ON CERTAIN ACQUISI-
TIONS OF INTERESTS IN INSURANCE 
CONTRACTS IN WHICH CERTAIN EX-
EMPT ORGANIZATIONS HOLD AN IN-
TEREST. 

(a) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subpart B of part III of 

subchapter A of chapter 61 (relating to infor-
mation concerning transactions with other 
persons), as amended by this Act, is amended 
by adding at the end the following new sec-
tion: 

‘‘SEC. 6050V. RETURNS RELATING TO APPLICA-
BLE INSURANCE CONTRACTS IN 
WHICH CERTAIN EXEMPT ORGANI-
ZATIONS HOLD INTERESTS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Each applicable exempt 
organization which makes a reportable ac-
quisition shall make the return described in 
subsection (c). 

‘‘(b) TIME FOR MAKING RETURN.—Any appli-
cable exempt organization required to make 
a return under subsection (a) shall file such 
return at such time as may be established by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(c) FORM AND MANNER OF RETURNS.—A re-
turn is described in this subsection if such 
return— 

‘‘(1) is in such form as the Secretary pre-
scribes, 

‘‘(2) contains the name, address, and tax-
payer identification number of the applica-
ble exempt organization and the issuer of the 
applicable insurance contract, and 

‘‘(3) contains such other information as the 
Secretary may prescribe. 

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion— 

‘‘(1) REPORTABLE ACQUISITION.—The term 
‘reportable acquisition’ means the acquisi-
tion by an applicable exempt organization of 
a direct or indirect interest in any applicable 
insurance contract in any case in which such 
acquisition is a part of a structured trans-
action involving a pool of such contracts. 

‘‘(2) APPLICABLE INSURANCE CONTRACT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable in-

surance contract’ means any life insurance, 
annuity, or endowment contract with re-
spect to which both an applicable exempt or-
ganization and a person other than an appli-
cable exempt organization have directly or 
indirectly held an interest in the contract 
(whether or not at the same time). 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTIONS.—Such term shall not in-
clude a life insurance, annuity, or endow-
ment contract if— 

‘‘(i) all persons directly or indirectly hold-
ing any interest in the contract (other than 
applicable exempt organizations) have an in-
surable interest in the insured under the 
contract independent of any interest of an 
applicable exempt organization in the con-
tract, 

‘‘(ii) the sole interest in the contract of an 
applicable exempt organization or each per-
son other than an applicable exempt organi-
zation is as a named beneficiary, or 

‘‘(iii) the sole interest in the contract of 
each person other than an applicable exempt 
organization is— 

‘‘(I) as a beneficiary of a trust holding an 
interest in the contract, but only if the per-
son’s designation as such beneficiary was 
made without consideration and solely on a 
purely gratuitous basis, or 

‘‘(II) as a trustee who holds an interest in 
the contract in a fiduciary capacity solely 
for the benefit of applicable exempt organi-
zations or persons otherwise described in 
subclause (I) or clause (i) or (ii). 

‘‘(3) APPLICABLE EXEMPT ORGANIZATION.— 
The term ‘applicable exempt organization’ 
means— 

‘‘(A) an organization described in section 
170(c), 

‘‘(B) an organization described in section 
168(h)(2)(A)(iv), or 

‘‘(C) an organization not described in para-
graph (1) or (2) which is described in section 
2055(a) or section 2522(a). 

‘‘(e) TERMINATION.—This section shall not 
apply to reportable acquisitions occurring 
after the date which is 2 years after the date 
of the enactment of this section.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for subpart B of part III of sub-
chapter A of chapter 61 is amended by adding 
at the end the following new item: 
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‘‘Sec. 6050V. Returns relating to applicable 

insurance contracts in which 
certain exempt organizations 
hold interests.’’. 

(b) PENALTIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (B) of sec-

tion 6724(d)(1), as amended by this Act, is 
amended by redesignating clauses (xiv) 
through (xix) as clauses (xv) through (xx) 
and by inserting after clause (xiii) the fol-
lowing new clause: 

‘‘(xiv) section 6050V (relating to returns re-
lating to applicable insurance contracts in 
which certain exempt organizations hold in-
terests),’’. 

(2) INTENTIONAL DISREGARD.—Section 
6721(e)(2) is amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at the 
end of subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
at the end of subparagraph (C) and inserting 
‘‘or’’, and by adding at the end the following 
new subparagraph: 

‘‘(D) in the case of a return required to be 
filed under section 6050V, 10 percent of the 
value of the benefit of any contract with re-
spect to which information is required to be 
included on the return, and’’. 

(c) STUDY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 

Treasury shall undertake a study on— 
(A) the use by tax exempt organizations of 

applicable insurance contracts (as defined 
under section 6050V(d)(2) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986, as added by subsection (a)) 
for the purpose of sharing the benefits of the 
organization’s insurable interest in individ-
uals insured under such contracts with in-
vestors, and 

(B) whether such activities are consistent 
with the tax exempt status of such organiza-
tions. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 30 months 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall report on 
the study conducted under paragraph (1) to 
the Committee on Finance of the Senate and 
the Committee on Ways and Means of the 
House of Representatives. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to acquisi-
tions of contracts after the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 1212. INCREASE IN PENALTY EXCISE TAXES 

RELATING TO PUBLIC CHARITIES, 
SOCIAL WELFARE ORGANIZATIONS, 
AND PRIVATE FOUNDATIONS. 

(a) TAXES ON SELF-DEALING AND EXCESS 
BENEFIT TRANSACTIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4941(a) (relating 
to initial taxes) is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘5 per-
cent’’ and inserting ‘‘10 percent’’, and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘21⁄2 per-
cent’’ and inserting ‘‘5 percent’’. 

(2) INCREASED LIMITATION FOR MANAGERS ON 
SELF-DEALING.—Section 4941(c)(2) is amended 
by striking ‘‘$10,000’’ each place it appears in 
the text and heading thereof and inserting 
‘‘$20,000’’. 

(3) INCREASED LIMITATION FOR MANAGERS ON 
EXCESS BENEFIT TRANSACTIONS.—Section 
4958(d)(2) is amended by striking ‘‘$10,000’’ 
and inserting ‘‘$20,000’’. 

(b) TAXES ON FAILURE TO DISTRIBUTE IN-
COME.—Section 4942(a) (relating to initial 
tax) is amended by striking ‘‘15 percent’’ and 
inserting ‘‘30 percent’’. 

(c) TAXES ON EXCESS BUSINESS HOLDINGS.— 
Section 4943(a)(1) (relating to imposition) is 
amended by striking ‘‘5 percent’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘10 percent’’. 

(d) TAXES ON INVESTMENTS WHICH JEOP-
ARDIZE CHARITABLE PURPOSE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4944(a) (relating 
to initial taxes) is amended by striking ‘‘5 
percent’’ both places it appears and inserting 
‘‘10 percent’’. 

(2) INCREASED LIMITATION FOR MANAGERS.— 
Section 4944(d)(2) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘$5,000,’’ and inserting 
‘‘$10,000,’’, and 

(B) by striking ‘‘$10,000.’’ and inserting 
‘‘$20,000.’’. 

(e) TAXES ON TAXABLE EXPENDITURES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4945(a) (relating 

to initial taxes) is amended— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘10 per-

cent’’ and inserting ‘‘20 percent’’, and 
(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘21⁄2 per-

cent’’ and inserting ‘‘5 percent’’. 
(2) INCREASED LIMITATION FOR MANAGERS.— 

Section 4945(c)(2) is amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘$5,000,’’ and inserting 

‘‘$10,000,’’, and 
(B) by striking ‘‘$10,000.’’ and inserting 

‘‘$20,000.’’. 
(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 1213. REFORM OF CHARITABLE CONTRIBU-

TIONS OF CERTAIN EASEMENTS IN 
REGISTERED HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
AND REDUCED DEDUCTION FOR 
PORTION OF QUALIFIED CONSERVA-
TION CONTRIBUTION ATTRIB-
UTABLE TO REHABILITATION CRED-
IT. 

(a) SPECIAL RULES WITH RESPECT TO BUILD-
INGS IN REGISTERED HISTORIC DISTRICTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (4) of section 
170(h) (relating to definition of conservation 
purpose) is amended by redesignating sub-
paragraph (B) as subparagraph (C) and by in-
serting after subparagraph (A) the following 
new subparagraph: 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULES WITH RESPECT TO BUILD-
INGS IN REGISTERED HISTORIC DISTRICTS.—In 
the case of any contribution of a qualified 
real property interest which is a restriction 
with respect to the exterior of a building de-
scribed in subparagraph (C)(ii), such con-
tribution shall not be considered to be exclu-
sively for conservation purposes unless— 

‘‘(i) such interest— 
‘‘(I) includes a restriction which preserves 

the entire exterior of the building (including 
the front, sides, rear, and height of the build-
ing), and 

‘‘(II) prohibits any change in the exterior 
of the building which is inconsistent with 
the historical character of such exterior, 

‘‘(ii) the donor and donee enter into a writ-
ten agreement certifying, under penalty of 
perjury, that the donee— 

‘‘(I) is a qualified organization (as defined 
in paragraph (3)) with a purpose of environ-
mental protection, land conservation, open 
space preservation, or historic preservation, 
and 

‘‘(II) has the resources to manage and en-
force the restriction and a commitment to 
do so, and 

‘‘(iii) in the case of any contribution made 
in a taxable year beginning after the date of 
the enactment of this subparagraph, the tax-
payer includes with the taxpayer’s return for 
the taxable year of the contribution— 

‘‘(I) a qualified appraisal (within the mean-
ing of subsection (f)(11)(E)) of the qualified 
property interest, 

‘‘(II) photographs of the entire exterior of 
the building, and 

‘‘(III) a description of all restrictions on 
the development of the building.’’. 

(b) DISALLOWANCE OF DEDUCTION FOR 
STRUCTURES AND LAND IN REGISTERED HIS-
TORIC DISTRICTS.—Subparagraph (C) of sec-
tion 170(h)(4), as redesignated by subsection 
(a), is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘any building, structure, or 
land area which’’, 

(2) by inserting ‘‘any building, structure, 
or land area which’’ before ‘‘is listed’’ in 
clause (i), and 

(3) by inserting ‘‘any building which’’ be-
fore ‘‘is located’’ in clause (ii). 

(c) FILING FEE FOR CERTAIN CONTRIBU-
TIONS.—Subsection (f) of section 170 (relating 
to disallowance of deduction in certain cases 
and special rules) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(13) CONTRIBUTIONS OF CERTAIN INTERESTS 
IN BUILDINGS LOCATED IN REGISTERED HISTORIC 
DISTRICTS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—No deduction shall be 
allowed with respect to any contribution de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) unless the tax-
payer includes with the return for the tax-
able year of the contribution a $500 filing fee. 

‘‘(B) CONTRIBUTION DESCRIBED.—A contribu-
tion is described in this subparagraph if such 
contribution is a qualified conservation con-
tribution (as defined in subsection (h)) which 
is a restriction with respect to the exterior 
of a building described in subsection 
(h)(4)(C)(ii) and for which a deduction is 
claimed in excess of $10,000. 

‘‘(C) DEDICATION OF FEE.—Any fee collected 
under this paragraph shall be used for the 
enforcement of the provisions of subsection 
(h).’’. 

(d) REDUCED DEDUCTION FOR PORTION OF 
QUALIFIED CONSERVATION CONTRIBUTION AT-
TRIBUTABLE TO THE REHABILITATION CREDIT.— 
Subsection (f) of section 170, as amended by 
subsection (c), is amended by adding at the 
end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(14) REDUCTION FOR AMOUNTS ATTRIB-
UTABLE TO REHABILITATION CREDIT.—In the 
case of any qualified conservation contribu-
tion (as defined in subsection (h)), the 
amount of the deduction allowed under this 
section shall be reduced by an amount which 
bears the same ratio to the fair market value 
of the contribution as— 

‘‘(A) the sum of the credits allowed to the 
taxpayer under section 47 for the 5 preceding 
taxable years with respect to any building 
which is a part of such contribution, bears to 

‘‘(B) the fair market value of the building 
on the date of the contribution.’’. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) SPECIAL RULES FOR BUILDINGS IN REG-

ISTERED HISTORIC DISTRICTS.—The amend-
ments made by subsection (a) shall apply to 
contributions made after July 25, 2006. 

(2) DISALLOWANCE OF DEDUCTION FOR STRUC-
TURES AND LAND; REDUCTION FOR REHABILITA-
TION CREDIT.—The amendments made by sub-
sections (b) and (d) shall apply to contribu-
tions made after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 

(3) FILING FEE.—The amendment made by 
subsection (c) shall apply to contributions 
made 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 1214. CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS OF 

TAXIDERMY PROPERTY. 
(a) DENIAL OF LONG-TERM CAPITAL GAIN.— 

Subparagraph (B) of section 170(e)(1) is 
amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of 
clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘or’’ at the end of 
clause (iii), and by inserting after clause (iii) 
the following new clause: 

‘‘(iv) of any taxidermy property which is 
contributed by the person who prepared, 
stuffed, or mounted the property or by any 
person who paid or incurred the cost of such 
preparation, stuffing, or mounting,’’. 

(b) TREATMENT OF BASIS.—Subsection (f) of 
section 170, as amended by this Act, is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(15) SPECIAL RULE FOR TAXIDERMY PROP-
ERTY.— 

‘‘(A) BASIS.—For purposes of this section 
and notwithstanding section 1012, in the case 
of a charitable contribution of taxidermy 
property which is made by the person who 
prepared, stuffed, or mounted the property 
or by any person who paid or incurred the 
cost of such preparation, stuffing, or mount-
ing, only the cost of the preparing, stuffing, 
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or mounting shall be included in the basis of 
such property. 

‘‘(B) TAXIDERMY PROPERTY.—For purposes 
of this section, the term ‘taxidermy prop-
erty’ means any work of art which— 

‘‘(i) is the reproduction or preservation of 
an animal, in whole or in part, 

‘‘(ii) is prepared, stuffed, or mounted for 
purposes of recreating one or more charac-
teristics of such animal, and 

‘‘(iii) contains a part of the body of the 
dead animal.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to contribu-
tions made after July 25, 2006. 

SEC. 1215. RECAPTURE OF TAX BENEFIT FOR 
CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
EXEMPT USE PROPERTY NOT USED 
FOR AN EXEMPT USE. 

(a) RECAPTURE OF DEDUCTION ON CERTAIN 
SALES OF EXEMPT USE PROPERTY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Clause (i) of section 
170(e)(1)(B) (related to certain contributions 
of ordinary income and capital gain prop-
erty) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(i) of tangible personal property— 
‘‘(I) if the use by the donee is unrelated to 

the purpose or function constituting the 
basis for its exemption under section 501 (or, 
in the case of a governmental unit, to any 
purpose or function described in subsection 
(c)), or 

‘‘(II) which is applicable property (as de-
fined in paragraph (7)(C)) which is sold, ex-
changed, or otherwise disposed of by the 
donee before the last day of the taxable year 
in which the contribution was made and with 
respect to which the donee has not made a 
certification in accordance with paragraph 
(7)(D),’’. 

(2) DISPOSITIONS AFTER CLOSE OF TAXABLE 
YEAR.—Section 170(e) is amended by adding 
at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(7) RECAPTURE OF DEDUCTION ON CERTAIN 
DISPOSITIONS OF EXEMPT USE PROPERTY.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an appli-
cable disposition of applicable property, 
there shall be included in the income of the 
donor of such property for the taxable year 
of such donor in which the applicable dis-
position occurs an amount equal to the ex-
cess (if any) of— 

‘‘(i) the amount of the deduction allowed 
to the donor under this section with respect 
to such property, over 

‘‘(ii) the donor’s basis in such property at 
the time such property was contributed. 

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE DISPOSITION.—For pur-
poses of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable 
disposition’ means any sale, exchange, or 
other disposition by the donee of applicable 
property— 

‘‘(i) after the last day of the taxable year 
of the donor in which such property was con-
tributed, and 

‘‘(ii) before the last day of the 3-year pe-
riod beginning on the date of the contribu-
tion of such property, 
unless the donee makes a certification in ac-
cordance with subparagraph (D). 

‘‘(C) APPLICABLE PROPERTY.—For purposes 
of this paragraph, the term ‘applicable prop-
erty’ means charitable deduction property 
(as defined in section 6050L(a)(2)(A))— 

‘‘(i) which is tangible personal property the 
use of which is identified by the donee as re-
lated to the purpose or function constituting 
the basis of the donee’s exemption under sec-
tion 501, and 

‘‘(ii) for which a deduction in excess of the 
donor’s basis is allowed. 

‘‘(D) CERTIFICATION.—A certification meets 
the requirements of this subparagraph if it is 
a written statement which is signed under 
penalty of perjury by an officer of the donee 
organization and— 

‘‘(i) which— 

‘‘(I) certifies that the use of the property 
by the donee was related to the purpose or 
function constituting the basis for the 
donee’s exemption under section 501, and 

‘‘(II) describes how the property was used 
and how such use furthered such purpose or 
function, or 

‘‘(ii) which— 
‘‘(I) states the intended use of the property 

by the donee at the time of the contribution, 
and 

‘‘(II) certifies that such intended use has 
become impossible or infeasible to imple-
ment.’’. 

(b) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—Paragraph 
(1) of section 6050L(a) (relating to returns re-
lating to certain dispositions of donated 
property) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘2 years’’ and inserting ‘‘3 
years’’, and 

(2) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of subpara-
graph (D), by striking the period at the end 
of subparagraph (E) and inserting a comma, 
and by inserting at the end the following: 

‘‘(F) a description of the donee’s use of the 
property, and 

‘‘(G) a statement indicating whether the 
use of the property was related to the pur-
pose or function constituting the basis for 
the donee’s exemption under section 501. 

In any case in which the donee indicates that 
the use of applicable property (as defined in 
section 170(e)(7)(C)) was related to the pur-
pose or function constituting the basis for 
the exemption of the donee under section 501 
under subparagraph (G), the donee shall in-
clude with the return the certification de-
scribed in section 170(e)(7)(D) if such certifi-
cation is made under section 170(e)(7).’’. 

(c) PENALTY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Part I of subchapter B of 

chapter 68 (relating to assessable penalties) 
is amended by inserting after section 6720A 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 6720B. FRAUDULENT IDENTIFICATION OF 

EXEMPT USE PROPERTY. 
‘‘In addition to any criminal penalty pro-

vided by law, any person who identifies ap-
plicable property (as defined in section 
170(e)(7)(C)) as having a use which is related 
to a purpose or function constituting the 
basis for the donee’s exemption under sec-
tion 501 and who knows that such property is 
not intended for such a use shall pay a pen-
alty of $10,000.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for part I of subchapter B of chapter 
68 is amended by adding after the item relat-
ing to section 6720A the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 6720B. Fraudulent identification of ex-

empt use property.’’. 
(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) RECAPTURE.—The amendments made by 

subsection (a) shall apply to contributions 
after September 1, 2006. 

(2) REPORTING.—The amendments made by 
subsection (b) shall apply to returns filed 
after September 1, 2006. 

(3) PENALTY.—The amendments made by 
subsection (c) shall apply to identifications 
made after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 
SEC. 1216. LIMITATION OF DEDUCTION FOR 

CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
CLOTHING AND HOUSEHOLD ITEMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (f) of section 
170, as amended by this Act, is amended by 
adding at the end the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(16) CONTRIBUTIONS OF CLOTHING AND 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an indi-
vidual, partnership, or corporation, no de-
duction shall be allowed under subsection (a) 
for any contribution of clothing or a house-
hold item unless such clothing or household 
item is in good used condition or better. 

‘‘(B) ITEMS OF MINIMAL VALUE.—Notwith-
standing subparagraph (A), the Secretary 
may by regulation deny a deduction under 
subsection (a) for any contribution of cloth-
ing or a household item which has minimal 
monetary value. 

‘‘(C) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY.— 
Subparagraphs (A) and (B) shall not apply to 
any contribution of a single item of clothing 
or a household item for which a deduction of 
more than $500 is claimed if the taxpayer in-
cludes with the taxpayer’s return a qualified 
appraisal with respect to the property. 

‘‘(D) HOUSEHOLD ITEMS.—For purposes of 
this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘household 
items’ includes furniture, furnishings, elec-
tronics, appliances, linens, and other similar 
items. 

‘‘(ii) EXCLUDED ITEMS.—Such term does not 
include— 

‘‘(I) food, 
‘‘(II) paintings, antiques, and other objects 

of art, 
‘‘(III) jewelry and gems, and 
‘‘(IV) collections. 
‘‘(E) SPECIAL RULE FOR PASS-THRU ENTI-

TIES.—In the case of a partnership or S cor-
poration, this paragraph shall be applied at 
the entity level, except that the deduction 
shall be denied at the partner or shareholder 
level.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to contribu-
tions made after the date of enactment of 
this Act. 
SEC. 1217. MODIFICATION OF RECORDKEEPING 

REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN 
CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS. 

(a) RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENT.—Sub-
section (f) of section 170, as amended by this 
Act, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(17) RECORDKEEPING.—No deduction shall 
be allowed under subsection (a) for any con-
tribution of a cash, check, or other monetary 
gift unless the donor maintains as a record 
of such contribution a bank record or a writ-
ten communication from the donee showing 
the name of the donee organization, the date 
of the contribution, and the amount of the 
contribution.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to contribu-
tions made in taxable years beginning after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 1218. CONTRIBUTIONS OF FRACTIONAL IN-

TERESTS IN TANGIBLE PERSONAL 
PROPERTY. 

(a) INCOME TAX.—Section 170 (relating to 
charitable, etc., contributions and gifts) is 
amended by redesignating subsection (o) as 
subsection (p) and by inserting after sub-
section (n) the following new subsection: 

‘‘(o) SPECIAL RULES FOR FRACTIONAL 
GIFTS.— 

‘‘(1) DENIAL OF DEDUCTION IN CERTAIN 
CASES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—No deduction shall be 
allowed for a contribution of an undivided 
portion of a taxpayer’s entire interest in tan-
gible personal property unless all interest in 
the property is held immediately before such 
contribution by— 

‘‘(i) the taxpayer, or 
‘‘(ii) the taxpayer and the donee. 
‘‘(B) EXCEPTIONS.—The Secretary may, by 

regulation, provide for exceptions to sub-
paragraph (A) in cases where all persons who 
hold an interest in the property make pro-
portional contributions of an undivided por-
tion of the entire interest held by such per-
sons. 

‘‘(2) VALUATION OF SUBSEQUENT GIFTS.—In 
the case of any additional contribution, the 
fair market value of such contribution shall 
be determined by using the lesser of— 
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‘‘(A) the fair market value of the property 

at the time of the initial fractional contribu-
tion, or 

‘‘(B) the fair market value of the property 
at the time of the additional contribution. 

‘‘(3) RECAPTURE OF DEDUCTION IN CERTAIN 
CASES; ADDITION TO TAX.— 

‘‘(A) RECAPTURE.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide for the recapture of the amount of any 
deduction allowed under this section (plus 
interest) with respect to any contribution of 
an undivided portion of a taxpayer’s entire 
interest in tangible personal property— 

‘‘(i) in any case in which the donor does 
not contribute all of the remaining interest 
in such property to the donee (or, if such 
donee is no longer in existence, to any per-
son described in section 170(c)) before the 
earlier of— 

‘‘(I) the date that is 10 years after the date 
of the initial fractional contribution, or 

‘‘(II) the date of the death of the donor, and 
‘‘(ii) in any case in which the donee has 

not, during the period beginning on the date 
of the initial fractional contribution and 
ending on the date described in clause (i)— 

‘‘(I) had substantial physical possession of 
the property, and 

‘‘(II) used the property in a use which is re-
lated to a purpose or function constituting 
the basis for the organizations’ exemption 
under section 501. 

‘‘(B) ADDITION TO TAX.—The tax imposed 
under this chapter for any taxable year for 
which there is a recapture under subpara-
graph (A) shall be increased by 10 percent of 
the amount so recaptured. 

‘‘(4) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub-
section— 

‘‘(A) ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION.—The term 
‘additional contribution’ means any chari-
table contribution by the taxpayer of any in-
terest in property with respect to which the 
taxpayer has previously made an initial frac-
tional contribution. 

‘‘(B) INITIAL FRACTIONAL CONTRIBUTION.— 
The term ‘initial fractional contribution’ 
means, with respect to any taxpayer, the 
first charitable contribution of an undivided 
portion of the taxpayer’s entire interest in 
any tangible personal property.’’. 

(b) ESTATE TAX.—Section 2055 (relating to 
transfers for public, charitable, and religious 
uses) is amended by redesignating subsection 
(g) as subsection (h) and by inserting after 
subsection (f) the following new subsection: 

‘‘(g) VALUATION OF SUBSEQUENT GIFTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any addi-

tional contribution, the fair market value of 
such contribution shall be determined by 
using the lesser of— 

‘‘(A) the fair market value of the property 
at the time of the initial fractional contribu-
tion, or 

‘‘(B) the fair market value of the property 
at the time of the additional contribution. 

‘‘(2) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this 
paragraph— 

‘‘(A) ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION.—The term 
‘additional contribution’ means a bequest, 
legacy, devise, or transfer described in sub-
section (a) of any interest in a property with 
respect to which the decedent had previously 
made an initial fractional contribution. 

‘‘(B) INITIAL FRACTIONAL CONTRIBUTION.— 
The term ‘initial fractional contribution’ 
means, with respect to any decedent, any 
charitable contribution of an undivided por-
tion of the decedent’s entire interest in any 
tangible personal property for which a de-
duction was allowed under section 170.’’. 

(c) GIFT TAX.—Section 2522 (relating to 
charitable and similar gifts) is amended by 
redesignating subsection (e) as subsection (f) 
and by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(e) SPECIAL RULES FOR FRACTIONAL 
GIFTS.— 

‘‘(1) DENIAL OF DEDUCTION IN CERTAIN 
CASES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—No deduction shall be 
allowed for a contribution of an undivided 
portion of a taxpayer’s entire interest in tan-
gible personal property unless all interest in 
the property is held immediately before such 
contribution by— 

‘‘(i) the taxpayer, or 
‘‘(ii) the taxpayer and the donee. 
‘‘(B) EXCEPTIONS.—The Secretary may, by 

regulation, provide for exceptions to sub-
paragraph (A) in cases where all persons who 
hold an interest in the property make pro-
portional contributions of an undivided por-
tion of the entire interest held by such per-
sons. 

‘‘(2) VALUATION OF SUBSEQUENT GIFTS.—In 
the case of any additional contribution, the 
fair market value of such contribution shall 
be determined by using the lesser of— 

‘‘(A) the fair market value of the property 
at the time of the initial fractional contribu-
tion, or 

‘‘(B) the fair market value of the property 
at the time of the additional contribution. 

‘‘(3) RECAPTURE OF DEDUCTION IN CERTAIN 
CASES; ADDITION TO TAX.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide for the recapture of an amount equal to 
any deduction allowed under this section 
(plus interest) with respect to any contribu-
tion of an undivided portion of a taxpayer’s 
entire interest in tangible personal prop-
erty— 

‘‘(i) in any case in which the donor does 
not contribute all of the remaining interest 
in such property to the donee (or, if such 
donee is no longer in existence, to any per-
son described in section 170(c)) before the 
earlier of— 

‘‘(I) the date that is 10 years after the date 
of the initial fractional contribution, or 

‘‘(II) the date of the death of the donor, and 
‘‘(ii) in any case in which the donee has 

not, during the period beginning on the date 
of the initial fractional contribution and 
ending on the date described in clause (i)— 

‘‘(I) had substantial physical possession of 
the property, and 

‘‘(II) used the property in a use which is re-
lated to a purpose or function constituting 
the basis for the organizations’ exemption 
under section 501. 

‘‘(B) ADDITION TO TAX.—The tax imposed 
under this chapter for any taxable year for 
which there is a recapture under subpara-
graph (A) shall be increased by 10 percent of 
the amount so recaptured. 

‘‘(4) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub-
section— 

‘‘(A) ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION.—The term 
‘additional contribution’ means any gift for 
which a deduction is allowed under sub-
section (a) or (b) of any interest in a prop-
erty with respect to which the donor has pre-
viously made an initial fractional contribu-
tion. 

‘‘(B) INITIAL FRACTIONAL CONTRIBUTION.— 
The term ‘initial fractional contribution’ 
means, with respect to any donor, the first 
gift of an undivided portion of the donor’s 
entire interest in any tangible personal prop-
erty for which a deduction is allowed under 
subsection (a) or (b).’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to contribu-
tions, bequests, and gifts made after the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 1219. PROVISIONS RELATING TO SUBSTAN-

TIAL AND GROSS OVERSTATEMENTS 
OF VALUATIONS. 

(a) MODIFICATION OF THRESHOLDS FOR SUB-
STANTIAL AND GROSS VALUATION 
MISSTATEMENTS.— 

(1) SUBSTANTIAL VALUATION 
MISSTATEMENT.— 

(A) INCOME TAXES.—Subparagraph (A) of 
section 6662(e)(1) (relating to substantial 
valuation misstatement under chapter 1) is 
amended by striking ‘‘200 percent’’ and in-
serting ‘‘150 percent’’. 

(B) ESTATE AND GIFT TAXES.—Paragraph (1) 
of section 6662(g) is amended by striking ‘‘50 
percent’’ and inserting ‘‘65 percent’’. 

(2) GROSS VALUATION MISSTATEMENT.— 
(A) INCOME TAXES.—Clauses (i) and (ii) of 

section 6662(h)(2)(A) (relating to increase in 
penalty in case of gross valuation 
misstatements) are amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(i) in paragraph (1)(A), ‘200 percent’ for 
‘150 percent’, 

‘‘(ii) in paragraph (1)(B)(i)— 
‘‘(I) ‘400 percent’ for ‘200 percent’, and 
‘‘(II) ‘25 percent’ for ‘50 percent’, and’’. 
(B) ESTATE AND GIFT TAXES.—Subparagraph 

(C) of section 6662(h)(2) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘µ1A‘25 percent’ for ‘50 percent’µ1A’’ and 
inserting ‘‘µ1A‘40 percent’ for ‘65 
percent’µ1A’’. 

(3) ELIMINATION OF REASONABLE CAUSE EX-
CEPTION FOR GROSS MISSTATEMENTS.—Section 
6664(c)(2) (relating to reasonable cause excep-
tion for underpayments) is amended by 
striking ‘‘paragraph (1) shall not apply un-
less’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph (1) shall not 
apply. The preceding sentence shall not 
apply to a substantial valuation overstate-
ment under chapter 1 if’’. 

(b) PENALTY ON APPRAISERS WHOSE AP-
PRAISALS RESULT IN SUBSTANTIAL OR GROSS 
VALUATION MISSTATEMENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Part I of subchapter B of 
chapter 68 (relating to assessable penalties) 
is amended by inserting after section 6695 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 6695A. SUBSTANTIAL AND GROSS VALU-

ATION MISSTATEMENTS ATTRIB-
UTABLE TO INCORRECT APPRAIS-
ALS. 

‘‘(a) IMPOSITION OF PENALTY.—If— 
‘‘(1) a person prepares an appraisal of the 

value of property and such person knows, or 
reasonably should have known, that the ap-
praisal would be used in connection with a 
return or a claim for refund, and 

‘‘(2) the claimed value of the property on a 
return or claim for refund which is based on 
such appraisal results in a substantial valu-
ation misstatement under chapter 1 (within 
the meaning of section 6662(e)), or a gross 
valuation misstatement (within the meaning 
of section 6662(h)), with respect to such prop-
erty, then such person shall pay a penalty in 
the amount determined under subsection (b). 

‘‘(b) AMOUNT OF PENALTY.—The amount of 
the penalty imposed under subsection (a) on 
any person with respect to an appraisal shall 
be equal to the lesser of— 

‘‘(1) the greater of— 
‘‘(A) 10 percent of the amount of the under-

payment (as defined in section 6664(a)) at-
tributable to the misstatement described in 
subsection (a)(2), or 

‘‘(B) $1,000, or 
‘‘(2) 125 percent of the gross income re-

ceived by the person described in subsection 
(a)(1) from the preparation of the appraisal. 

‘‘(c) EXCEPTION.—No penalty shall be im-
posed under subsection (a) if the person es-
tablishes to the satisfaction of the Secretary 
that the value established in the appraisal 
was more likely than not the proper value.’’. 

(2) RULES APPLICABLE TO PENALTY.—Sec-
tion 6696 (relating to rules applicable with 
respect to sections 6694 and 6695) is amend-
ed— 

(A) by striking ‘‘6694 and 6695’’ each place 
it appears in the text and heading thereof 
and inserting ‘‘6694, 6695, and 6695A’’, and 

(B) by striking ‘‘6694 or 6695’’ each place it 
appears in the text and inserting ‘‘6694, 6695, 
or 6695A’’. 

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for part I of subchapter B of chapter 
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68 is amended by striking the item relating 
to section 6696 and inserting the following 
new items: 

‘‘Sec. 6695A. Substantial and gross valuation 
misstatements attributable to 
incorrect appraisals. 

‘‘Sec. 6696. Rules applicable with respect to 
sections 6694, 6695, and 6695A.’’. 

(c) QUALIFIED APPRAISERS AND APPRAIS-
ALS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (E) of sec-
tion 170(f)(11) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(E) QUALIFIED APPRAISAL AND AP-
PRAISER.—For purposes of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) QUALIFIED APPRAISAL.—The term 
‘qualified appraisal’ means, with respect to 
any property, an appraisal of such property 
which— 

‘‘(I) is treated for purposes of this para-
graph as a qualified appraisal under regula-
tions or other guidance prescribed by the 
Secretary, and 

‘‘(II) is conducted by a qualified appraiser 
in accordance with generally accepted ap-
praisal standards and any regulations or 
other guidance prescribed under subclause 
(I). 

‘‘(ii) QUALIFIED APPRAISER.—Except as pro-
vided in clause (iii), the term ‘qualified ap-
praiser’ means an individual who— 

‘‘(I) has earned an appraisal designation 
from a recognized professional appraiser or-
ganization or has otherwise met minimum 
education and experience requirements set 
forth in regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary, 

‘‘(II) regularly performs appraisals for 
which the individual receives compensation, 
and 

‘‘(III) meets such other requirements as 
may be prescribed by the Secretary in regu-
lations or other guidance. 

‘‘(iii) SPECIFIC APPRAISALS.—An individual 
shall not be treated as a qualified appraiser 
with respect to any specific appraisal un-
less— 

‘‘(I) the individual demonstrates verifiable 
education and experience in valuing the type 
of property subject to the appraisal, and 

‘‘(II) the individual has not been prohibited 
from practicing before the Internal Revenue 
Service by the Secretary under section 330(c) 
of title 31, United States Code, at any time 
during the 3-year period ending on the date 
of the appraisal.’’. 

(2) REASONABLE CAUSE EXCEPTION.—Sub-
paragraphs (B) and (C) of section 6664(c)(3) 
are amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(B) QUALIFIED APPRAISAL.—The term 
‘qualified appraisal’ has the meaning given 
such term by section 170(f)(11)(E)(i). 

‘‘(C) QUALIFIED APPRAISER.—The term 
‘qualified appraiser’ has the meaning given 
such term by section 170(f)(11)(E)(ii).’’. 

(d) DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS AGAINST AP-
PRAISERS.—Section 330(c) of title 31, United 
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘with 
respect to whom a penalty has been assessed 
under section 6701(a) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986’’. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) MISSTATEMENT PENALTIES.—Except as 

provided in paragraph (3), the amendments 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to returns 
filed after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

(2) APPRAISER PROVISIONS.—Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (3), the amendments 
made by subsections (b), (c), and (d) shall 
apply to appraisals prepared with respect to 
returns or submissions filed after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

(3) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN EASEMENTS.— 
In the case of a contribution of a qualified 
real property interest which is a restriction 
with respect to the exterior of a building de-
scribed in section 170(h)(4)(C)(ii) of the Inter-

nal Revenue Code of 1986, and an appraisal 
with respect to the contribution, the amend-
ments made by subsections (a) and (b) shall 
apply to returns filed after July 25, 2006. 
SEC. 1220. ADDITIONAL STANDARDS FOR CREDIT 

COUNSELING ORGANIZATIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 501 (relating to 

exemption from tax on corporations, certain 
trusts, etc.) is amended by redesignating 
subsection (q) as subsection (r) and by insert-
ing after subsection (p) the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(q) SPECIAL RULES FOR CREDIT COUN-
SELING ORGANIZATIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An organization with re-
spect to which the provision of credit coun-
seling services is a substantial purpose shall 
not be exempt from tax under subsection (a) 
unless such organization is described in para-
graph (3) or (4) of subsection (c) and such or-
ganization is organized and operated in ac-
cordance with the following requirements: 

‘‘(A) The organization— 
‘‘(i) provides credit counseling services tai-

lored to the specific needs and circumstances 
of consumers, 

‘‘(ii) makes no loans to debtors (other than 
loans with no fees or interest) and does not 
negotiate the making of loans on behalf of 
debtors, 

‘‘(iii) provides services for the purpose of 
improving a consumer’s credit record, credit 
history, or credit rating only to the extent 
that such services are incidental to pro-
viding credit counseling services, and 

‘‘(iv) does not charge any separately stated 
fee for services for the purpose of improving 
any consumer’s credit record, credit history, 
or credit rating. 

‘‘(B) The organization does not refuse to 
provide credit counseling services to a con-
sumer due to the inability of the consumer 
to pay, the ineligibility of the consumer for 
debt management plan enrollment, or the 
unwillingness of the consumer to enroll in a 
debt management plan. 

‘‘(C) The organization establishes and im-
plements a fee policy which— 

‘‘(i) requires that any fees charged to a 
consumer for services are reasonable, 

‘‘(ii) allows for the waiver of fees if the 
consumer is unable to pay, and 

‘‘(iii) except to the extent allowed by State 
law, prohibits charging any fee based in 
whole or in part on a percentage of the con-
sumer’s debt, the consumer’s payments to be 
made pursuant to a debt management plan, 
or the projected or actual savings to the con-
sumer resulting from enrolling in a debt 
management plan. 

‘‘(D) At all times the organization has a 
board of directors or other governing body— 

‘‘(i) which is controlled by persons who 
represent the broad interests of the public, 
such as public officials acting in their capac-
ities as such, persons having special knowl-
edge or expertise in credit or financial edu-
cation, and community leaders, 

‘‘(ii) not more than 20 percent of the voting 
power of which is vested in persons who are 
employed by the organization or who will 
benefit financially, directly or indirectly, 
from the organization’s activities (other 
than through the receipt of reasonable direc-
tors’ fees or the repayment of consumer debt 
to creditors other than the credit counseling 
organization or its affiliates), and 

‘‘(iii) not more than 49 percent of the vot-
ing power of which is vested in persons who 
are employed by the organization or who will 
benefit financially, directly or indirectly, 
from the organization’s activities (other 
than through the receipt of reasonable direc-
tors’ fees). 

‘‘(E) The organization does not own more 
than 35 percent of— 

‘‘(i) the total combined voting power of 
any corporation (other than a corporation 

which is an organization described in sub-
section (c)(3) and exempt from tax under sub-
section (a)) which is in the trade or business 
of lending money, repairing credit, or pro-
viding debt management plan services, pay-
ment processing, or similar services, 

‘‘(ii) the profits interest of any partnership 
(other than a partnership which is an organi-
zation described in subsection (c)(3) and ex-
empt from tax under subsection (a)) which is 
in the trade or business of lending money, re-
pairing credit, or providing debt manage-
ment plan services, payment processing, or 
similar services, and 

‘‘(iii) the beneficial interest of any trust or 
estate (other than a trust which is an organi-
zation described in subsection (c)(3) and ex-
empt from tax under subsection (a)) which is 
in the trade or business of lending money, re-
pairing credit, or providing debt manage-
ment plan services, payment processing, or 
similar services. 

‘‘(F) The organization receives no amount 
for providing referrals to others for debt 
management plan services, and pays no 
amount to others for obtaining referrals of 
consumers. 

‘‘(2) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ORGANI-
ZATIONS DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (c)(3).— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In addition to the re-
quirements under paragraph (1), an organiza-
tion with respect to which the provision of 
credit counseling services is a substantial 
purpose and which is described in paragraph 
(3) of subsection (c) shall not be exempt from 
tax under subsection (a) unless such organi-
zation is organized and operated in accord-
ance with the following requirements: 

‘‘(i) The organization does not solicit con-
tributions from consumers during the initial 
counseling process or while the consumer is 
receiving services from the organization. 

‘‘(ii) The aggregate revenues of the organi-
zation which are from payments of creditors 
of consumers of the organization and which 
are attributable to debt management plan 
services do not exceed the applicable per-
centage of the total revenues of the organi-
zation. 

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subpara-

graph (A)(ii), the applicable percentage is 50 
percent. 

‘‘(ii) TRANSITION RULE.—Notwithstanding 
clause (i), in the case of an organization with 
respect to which the provision of credit 
counseling services is a substantial purpose 
and which is described in paragraph (3) of 
subsection (c) and exempt from tax under 
subsection (a) on the date of the enactment 
of this subsection, the applicable percentage 
is— 

‘‘(I) 80 percent for the first taxable year of 
such organization beginning after the date 
which is 1 year after the date of the enact-
ment of this subsection, and 

‘‘(II) 70 percent for the second such taxable 
year beginning after such date, and 

‘‘(III) 60 percent for the third such taxable 
year beginning after such date. 

‘‘(3) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT FOR ORGANI-
ZATIONS DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (c)(4).—In 
addition to the requirements under para-
graph (1), an organization with respect to 
which the provision of credit counseling 
services is a substantial purpose and which is 
described in paragraph (4) of subsection (c) 
shall not be exempt from tax under sub-
section (a) unless such organization notifies 
the Secretary, in such manner as the Sec-
retary may by regulations prescribe, that it 
is applying for recognition as a credit coun-
seling organization. 

‘‘(4) CREDIT COUNSELING SERVICES; DEBT 
MANAGEMENT PLAN SERVICES.—For purposes 
of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) CREDIT COUNSELING SERVICES.—The 
term ‘credit counseling services’ means— 
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‘‘(i) the providing of educational informa-

tion to the general public on budgeting, per-
sonal finance, financial literacy, saving and 
spending practices, and the sound use of con-
sumer credit, 

‘‘(ii) the assisting of individuals and fami-
lies with financial problems by providing 
them with counseling, or 

‘‘(iii) a combination of the activities de-
scribed in clauses (i) and (ii). 

‘‘(B) DEBT MANAGEMENT PLAN SERVICES.— 
The term ‘debt management plan services’ 
means services related to the repayment, 
consolidation, or restructuring of a con-
sumer’s debt, and includes the negotiation 
with creditors of lower interest rates, the 
waiver or reduction of fees, and the mar-
keting and processing of debt management 
plans.’’. 

(b) DEBT MANAGEMENT PLAN SERVICES 
TREATED AS AN UNRELATED BUSINESS.—Sec-
tion 513 (relating to unrelated trade or busi-
ness) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(j) DEBT MANAGEMENT PLAN SERVICES.— 
The term ‘unrelated trade or business’ in-
cludes the provision of debt management 
plan services (as defined in section 
501(q)(4)(B)) by any organization other than 
an organization which meets the require-
ments of section 501(q).’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendments made by this 
section shall apply to taxable years begin-
ning after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

(2) TRANSITION RULE FOR EXISTING ORGANI-
ZATIONS.—In the case of any organization de-
scribed in paragraph (3) or (4) section 501(c) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and 
with respect to which the provision of credit 
counseling services is a substantial purpose 
on the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
amendments made by this section shall 
apply to taxable years beginning after the 
date which is 1 year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act. 
SEC. 1221. EXPANSION OF THE BASE OF TAX ON 

PRIVATE FOUNDATION NET INVEST-
MENT INCOME. 

(a) GROSS INVESTMENT INCOME.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section 

4940(c) (relating to gross investment income) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new sentence: ‘‘Such term shall also 
include income from sources similar to those 
in the preceding sentence.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subsection 
(e) of section 509 (relating to gross invest-
ment income) is amended by adding at the 
end the following new sentence: ‘‘Such term 
shall also include income from sources simi-
lar to those in the preceding sentence.’’. 

(b) CAPITAL GAIN NET INCOME.—Paragraph 
(4) of section 4940(c) (relating to capital 
gains and losses) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘used 
for the production of interest, dividends, 
rents, and royalties’’ and inserting ‘‘used for 
the production of gross investment income 
(as defined in paragraph (2))’’, 

(2) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ‘‘or 
carrybacks’’ after ‘‘carryovers’’, and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(D) Except to the extent provided by reg-
ulation, under rules similar to the rules of 
section 1031 (including the exception under 
subsection (a)(2) thereof), no gain or loss 
shall be taken into account with respect to 
any portion of property used for a period of 
not less than 1 year for a purpose or function 
constituting the basis of the private founda-
tion’s exemption if the entire property is ex-
changed immediately following such period 
solely for property of like kind which is to be 
used primarily for a purpose or function con-

stituting the basis for such foundation’s ex-
emption.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 1222. DEFINITION OF CONVENTION OR ASSO-

CIATION OF CHURCHES. 
Section 7701 (relating to definitions) is 

amended by redesignating subsection (o) as 
subsection (p) and by inserting after sub-
section (n) the following new subsection: 

‘‘(o) CONVENTION OR ASSOCIATION OF 
CHURCHES.—For purposes of this title, any 
organization which is otherwise a convention 
or association of churches shall not fail to so 
qualify merely because the membership of 
such organization includes individuals as 
well as churches or because individuals have 
voting rights in such organization.’’. 
SEC. 1223. NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT FOR EN-

TITIES NOT CURRENTLY REQUIRED 
TO FILE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6033 (relating to 
returns by exempt organizations), as amend-
ed by this Act, is amended by redesignating 
subsection (i) as subsection (j) and by insert-
ing after subsection (h) the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(i) ADDITIONAL NOTIFICATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Any organization the gross receipts 
of which in any taxable year result in such 
organization being referred to in subsection 
(a)(3)(A)(ii) or (a)(3)(B)— 

‘‘(1) shall furnish annually, in electronic 
form, and at such time and in such manner 
as the Secretary may by regulations pre-
scribe, information setting forth— 

‘‘(A) the legal name of the organization, 
‘‘(B) any name under which such organiza-

tion operates or does business, 
‘‘(C) the organization’s mailing address and 

Internet web site address (if any), 
‘‘(D) the organization’s taxpayer identi-

fication number, 
‘‘(E) the name and address of a principal 

officer, and 
‘‘(F) evidence of the continuing basis for 

the organization’s exemption from the filing 
requirements under subsection (a)(1), and 

‘‘(2) upon the termination of the existence 
of the organization, shall furnish notice of 
such termination.’’. 

(b) LOSS OF EXEMPT STATUS FOR FAILURE 
TO FILE RETURN OR NOTICE.—Section 6033 (re-
lating to returns by exempt organizations), 
as amended by subsection (a), is amended by 
redesignating subsection (j) as subsection (k) 
and by inserting after subsection (i) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(j) LOSS OF EXEMPT STATUS FOR FAILURE 
TO FILE RETURN OR NOTICE.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If an organization de-
scribed in subsection (a)(1) or (i) fails to file 
an annual return or notice required under ei-
ther subsection for 3 consecutive years, such 
organization’s status as an organization ex-
empt from tax under section 501(a) shall be 
considered revoked on and after the date set 
by the Secretary for the filing of the third 
annual return or notice. The Secretary shall 
publish and maintain a list of any organiza-
tion the status of which is so revoked. 

‘‘(2) APPLICATION NECESSARY FOR REIN-
STATEMENT.—Any organization the tax-ex-
empt status of which is revoked under para-
graph (1) must apply in order to obtain rein-
statement of such status regardless of 
whether such organization was originally re-
quired to make such an application. 

‘‘(3) RETROACTIVE REINSTATEMENT IF REA-
SONABLE CAUSE SHOWN FOR FAILURE.—If, upon 
application for reinstatement of status as an 
organization exempt from tax under section 
501(a), an organization described in para-
graph (1) can show to the satisfaction of the 
Secretary evidence of reasonable cause for 
the failure described in such paragraph, the 

organization’s exempt status may, in the dis-
cretion of the Secretary, be reinstated effec-
tive from the date of the revocation under 
such paragraph.’’. 

(c) NO DECLARATORY JUDGMENT RELIEF.— 
Section 7428(b) (relating to limitations) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(4) NONAPPLICATION FOR CERTAIN REVOCA-
TIONS.—No action may be brought under this 
section with respect to any revocation of 
status described in section 6033(j)(1).’’. 

(d) NO MONETARY PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO 
NOTIFY.—Section 6652(c)(1) (relating to an-
nual returns under section 6033 or 6012(a)(6)) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subparagraph: 

‘‘(E) NO PENALTY FOR CERTAIN ANNUAL NO-
TICES.—This paragraph shall not apply with 
respect to any notice required under section 
6033(i).’’. 

(e) SECRETARIAL OUTREACH REQUIRE-
MENTS.— 

(1) NOTICE REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary of 
the Treasury shall notify in a timely manner 
every organization described in section 
6033(i) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
(as added by this section) of the requirement 
under such section 6033(i) and of the penalty 
established under section 6033(j) of such 
Code— 

(A) by mail, in the case of any organization 
the identity and address of which is included 
in the list of exempt organizations main-
tained by the Secretary, and 

(B) by Internet or other means of outreach, 
in the case of any other organization. 

(2) LOSS OF STATUS PENALTY FOR FAILURE 
TO FILE RETURN.—The Secretary of the Treas-
ury shall publicize, in a timely manner in ap-
propriate forms and instructions and 
through other appropriate means, the pen-
alty established under section 6033(j) of such 
Code for the failure to file a return under 
subsection (a)(1) or (i) of section 6033 of such 
Code. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to notices 
and returns with respect to annual periods 
beginning after 2006. 
SEC. 1224. DISCLOSURE TO STATE OFFICIALS RE-

LATING TO EXEMPT ORGANIZA-
TIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c) of section 
6104 is amended by striking paragraph (2) and 
inserting the following new paragraphs: 

‘‘(2) DISCLOSURE OF PROPOSED ACTIONS RE-
LATED TO CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS.— 

‘‘(A) SPECIFIC NOTIFICATIONS.—In the case 
of an organization to which paragraph (1) ap-
plies, the Secretary may disclose to the ap-
propriate State officer— 

‘‘(i) a notice of proposed refusal to recog-
nize such organization as an organization de-
scribed in section 501(c)(3) or a notice of pro-
posed revocation of such organization’s rec-
ognition as an organization exempt from 
taxation, 

‘‘(ii) the issuance of a letter of proposed de-
ficiency of tax imposed under section 507 or 
chapter 41 or 42, and 

‘‘(iii) the names, addresses, and taxpayer 
identification numbers of organizations 
which have applied for recognition as organi-
zations described in section 501(c)(3). 

‘‘(B) ADDITIONAL DISCLOSURES.—Returns 
and return information of organizations with 
respect to which information is disclosed 
under subparagraph (A) may be made avail-
able for inspection by or disclosed to an ap-
propriate State officer. 

‘‘(C) PROCEDURES FOR DISCLOSURE.—Infor-
mation may be inspected or disclosed under 
subparagraph (A) or (B) only— 

‘‘(i) upon written request by an appropriate 
State officer, and 

‘‘(ii) for the purpose of, and only to the ex-
tent necessary in, the administration of 
State laws regulating such organizations. 
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Such information may only be inspected by 
or disclosed to a person other than the ap-
propriate State officer if such person is an 
officer or employee of the State and is des-
ignated by the appropriate State officer to 
receive the returns or return information 
under this paragraph on behalf of the appro-
priate State officer. 

‘‘(D) DISCLOSURES OTHER THAN BY RE-
QUEST.—The Secretary may make available 
for inspection or disclose returns and return 
information of an organization to which 
paragraph (1) applies to an appropriate State 
officer of any State if the Secretary deter-
mines that such returns or return informa-
tion may constitute evidence of noncompli-
ance under the laws within the jurisdiction 
of the appropriate State officer. 

‘‘(3) DISCLOSURE WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN 
OTHER EXEMPT ORGANIZATIONS.—Upon written 
request by an appropriate State officer, the 
Secretary may make available for inspection 
or disclosure returns and return information 
of any organization described in section 
501(c) (other than organizations described in 
paragraph (1) or (3) thereof) for the purpose 
of, and only to the extent necessary in, the 
administration of State laws regulating the 
solicitation or administration of the chari-
table funds or charitable assets of such orga-
nizations. Such information may only be in-
spected by or disclosed to a person other 
than the appropriate State officer if such 
person is an officer or employee of the State 
and is designated by the appropriate State 
officer to receive the returns or return infor-
mation under this paragraph on behalf of the 
appropriate State officer. 

‘‘(4) USE IN CIVIL JUDICIAL AND ADMINISTRA-
TIVE PROCEEDINGS.—Returns and return in-
formation disclosed pursuant to this sub-
section may be disclosed in civil administra-
tive and civil judicial proceedings pertaining 
to the enforcement of State laws regulating 
such organizations in a manner prescribed by 
the Secretary similar to that for tax admin-
istration proceedings under section 
6103(h)(4). 

‘‘(5) NO DISCLOSURE IF IMPAIRMENT.—Re-
turns and return information shall not be 
disclosed under this subsection, or in any 
proceeding described in paragraph (4), to the 
extent that the Secretary determines that 
such disclosure would seriously impair Fed-
eral tax administration. 

‘‘(6) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub-
section— 

‘‘(A) RETURN AND RETURN INFORMATION.— 
The terms ‘return’ and ‘return information’ 
have the respective meanings given to such 
terms by section 6103(b). 

‘‘(B) APPROPRIATE STATE OFFICER.—The 
term ‘appropriate State officer’ means— 

‘‘(i) the State attorney general, 
‘‘(ii) the State tax officer, 
‘‘(iii) in the case of an organization to 

which paragraph (1) applies, any other State 
official charged with overseeing organiza-
tions of the type described in section 
501(c)(3), and 

‘‘(iv) in the case of an organization to 
which paragraph (3) applies, the head of an 
agency designated by the State attorney 
general as having primary responsibility for 
overseeing the solicitation of funds for chari-
table purposes.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Paragraph (2) of section 6103(a) is 

amended by inserting ‘‘or section 6104(c)’’ 
after ‘‘this section’’. 

(2) Subparagraph (A) of section 6103(p)(3) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘and section 6104(c)’’ 
after ‘‘section’’ in the first sentence. 

(3) Paragraph (4) of section 6103(p) is 
amended— 

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph 
(A), by inserting ‘‘, any appropriate State of-

ficer (as defined in section 6104(c)),’’ before 
‘‘or any other person’’, 

(B) in subparagraph (F)(i), by inserting 
‘‘any appropriate State officer (as defined in 
section 6104(c)),’’ before ‘‘or any other per-
son’’, and 

(C) in the matter following subparagraph 
(F), by inserting ‘‘, an appropriate State offi-
cer (as defined in section 6104(c)),’’ after ‘‘in-
cluding an agency’’ each place it appears. 

(4) The heading for paragraph (1) of section 
6104(c) is amended by inserting ‘‘FOR CHARI-
TABLE ORGANIZATIONS’’ after ‘‘RULE’’. 

(5) Paragraph (2) of section 7213(a) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘or under section 
6104(c)’’ after ‘‘6103’’. 

(6) Paragraph (2) of section 7213A(a) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘or under section 
6104(c)’’ after ‘‘7213(a)(2)’’. 

(7) Paragraph (2) of section 7431(a) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘ or in violation of 
section 6104(c)’’ after ‘‘6103’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act but shall 
not apply to requests made before such date. 
SEC. 1225. PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF INFORMA-

TION RELATING TO UNRELATED 
BUSINESS INCOME TAX RETURNS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 6104(d)(1) is amended by redesignating 
clauses (ii) and (iii) as clauses (iii) and (iv), 
respectively, and by inserting after clause (i) 
the following new clause: 

‘‘(ii) any annual return filed under section 
6011 which relates to any tax imposed by sec-
tion 511 (relating to imposition of tax on un-
related business income of charitable, etc., 
organizations) by such organization, but 
only if such organization is described in sec-
tion 501(c)(3),’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to returns 
filed after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 
SEC. 1226. STUDY ON DONOR ADVISED FUNDS 

AND SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS. 
(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of the Treasury 

shall undertake a study on the organization 
and operation of donor advised funds (as de-
fined in section 4966(d)(2) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986, as added by this Act) and 
of organizations described in section 509(a)(3) 
of such Code. The study shall specifically 
consider— 

(1) whether the deductions allowed for the 
income, gift, or estate taxes for charitable 
contributions to sponsoring organizations 
(as defined in section 4966(d)(1) of such Code, 
as added by this Act) of donor advised funds 
or to organizations described in section 
509(a)(3) of such Code are appropriate in con-
sideration of— 

(A) the use of contributed assets (including 
the type, extent, and timing of such use), or 

(B) the use of the assets of such organiza-
tions for the benefit of the person making 
the charitable contribution (or a person re-
lated to such person), 

(2) whether donor advised funds should be 
required to distribute for charitable purposes 
a specified amount (whether based on the in-
come or assets of the fund) in order to ensure 
that the sponsoring organization with re-
spect to such donor advised fund is operating 
consistent with the purposes or functions 
constituting the basis for its exemption 
under section 501, or its status as an organi-
zation described in section 509(a), of such 
Code, 

(3) whether the retention by donors to or-
ganizations described in paragraph (1) of 
rights or privileges with respect to amounts 
transferred to such organizations (including 
advisory rights or privileges with respect to 
the making of grants or the investment of 
assets) is consistent with the treatment of 
such transfers as completed gifts that qual-

ify for a deduction for income, gift, or estate 
taxes, and 

(4) whether the issues raised by paragraphs 
(1), (2), and (3) are also issues with respect to 
other forms of charities or charitable dona-
tions. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall submit to 
the Committee on Finance of the Senate and 
the Committee on Ways and Means of the 
House of Representatives a report on the 
study conducted under subsection (a) and 
make such recommendations as the Sec-
retary of the Treasury considers appropriate. 
PART 2—IMPROVED ACCOUNTABILITY OF 

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS 
SEC. 1231. EXCISE TAXES RELATING TO DONOR 

ADVISED FUNDS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 42 (relating to 

private foundations and certain other tax-ex-
empt organizations), as amended by the Tax 
Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act 
of 2005, is amended by adding at the end the 
following new subchapter: 

‘‘Subchapter G—Donor Advised Funds 
‘‘Sec. 4966. Taxes on taxable distributions. 
‘‘Sec. 4967. Taxes on prohibited benefits. 
‘‘SEC. 4966. TAXES ON TAXABLE DISTRIBUTIONS. 

‘‘(a) IMPOSITION OF TAXES.— 
‘‘(1) ON THE SPONSORING ORGANIZATION.— 

There is hereby imposed on each taxable dis-
tribution a tax equal to 20 percent of the 
amount thereof. The tax imposed by this 
paragraph shall be paid by the sponsoring or-
ganization with respect to the donor advised 
fund. 

‘‘(2) ON THE FUND MANAGEMENT.—There is 
hereby imposed on the agreement of any 
fund manager to the making of a distribu-
tion, knowing that it is a taxable distribu-
tion, a tax equal to 5 percent of the amount 
thereof. The tax imposed by this paragraph 
shall be paid by any fund manager who 
agreed to the making of the distribution. 

‘‘(b) SPECIAL RULES.—For purposes of sub-
section (a)— 

‘‘(1) JOINT AND SEVERAL LIABILITY.—If more 
than one person is liable under subsection 
(a)(2) with respect to the making of a taxable 
distribution, all such persons shall be jointly 
and severally liable under such paragraph 
with respect to such distribution. 

‘‘(2) LIMIT FOR MANAGEMENT.—With respect 
to any one taxable distribution, the max-
imum amount of the tax imposed by sub-
section (a)(2) shall not exceed $10,000. 

‘‘(c) TAXABLE DISTRIBUTION.—For purposes 
of this section— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘taxable dis-
tribution’ means any distribution from a 
donor advised fund— 

‘‘(A) to any natural person, or 
‘‘(B) to any other person if— 
‘‘(i) such distribution is for any purpose 

other than one specified in section 
170(c)(2)(B), or 

‘‘(ii) the sponsoring organization does not 
exercise expenditure responsibility with re-
spect to such distribution in accordance with 
section 4945(h). 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTIONS.—Such term shall not in-
clude any distribution from a donor advised 
fund— 

‘‘(A) to any organization described in sec-
tion 170(b)(1)(A) (other than a disqualified 
supporting organization), 

‘‘(B) to the sponsoring organization of such 
donor advised fund, or 

‘‘(C) to any other donor advised fund. 
‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this 

subchapter— 
‘‘(1) SPONSORING ORGANIZATION.—The term 

‘sponsoring organization’ means any organi-
zation which— 

‘‘(A) is described in section 170(c) (other 
than in paragraph (1) thereof, and without 
regard to paragraph (2)(A) thereof), 
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‘‘(B) is not a private foundation (as defined 

in section 509(a)), and 
‘‘(C) maintains 1 or more donor advised 

funds. 
‘‘(2) DONOR ADVISED FUND.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B) or (C), the term ‘donor ad-
vised fund’ means a fund or account— 

‘‘(i) which is separately identified by ref-
erence to contributions of a donor or donors, 

‘‘(ii) which is owned and controlled by a 
sponsoring organization, and 

‘‘(iii) with respect to which a donor (or any 
person appointed or designated by such 
donor) has, or reasonably expects to have, 
advisory privileges with respect to the dis-
tribution or investment of amounts held in 
such fund or account by reason of the donor’s 
status as a donor. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTIONS.—The term ‘donor advised 
fund’ shall not include any fund or account— 

‘‘(i) which makes distributions only to a 
single identified organization or govern-
mental entity, or 

‘‘(ii) with respect to which a person de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(iii) advises as to 
which individuals receive grants for travel, 
study, or other similar purposes, if— 

‘‘(I) such person’s advisory privileges are 
performed exclusively by such person in the 
person’s capacity as a member of a com-
mittee all of the members of which are ap-
pointed by the sponsoring organization, 

‘‘(II) no combination of persons described 
in subparagraph (A)(iii) (or persons related 
to such persons) control, directly or indi-
rectly, such committee, and 

‘‘(III) all grants from such fund or account 
are awarded on an objective and nondiscrim-
inatory basis pursuant to a procedure ap-
proved in advance by the board of directors 
of the sponsoring organization, and such pro-
cedure is designed to ensure that all such 
grants meet the requirements of paragraphs 
(1), (2), or (3) of section 4945(g). 

‘‘(C) SECRETARIAL AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary may exempt a fund or account not de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) from treatment 
as a donor advised fund— 

‘‘(i) if such fund or account is advised by a 
committee not directly or indirectly con-
trolled by the donor or any person appointed 
or designated by the donor for the purpose of 
advising with respect to distributions from 
such fund (and any related parties), or 

‘‘(ii) if such fund benefits a single identi-
fied charitable purpose. 

‘‘(3) FUND MANAGER.—The term ‘fund man-
ager’ means, with respect to any sponsoring 
organization— 

‘‘(A) an officer, director, or trustee of such 
sponsoring organization (or an individual 
having powers or responsibilities similar to 
those of officers, directors, or trustees of the 
sponsoring organization), and 

‘‘(B) with respect to any act (or failure to 
act), the employees of the sponsoring organi-
zation having authority or responsibility 
with respect to such act (or failure to act). 

‘‘(4) DISQUALIFIED SUPPORTING ORGANIZA-
TION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘disqualified 
supporting organization’ means, with respect 
to any distribution— 

‘‘(i) any type III supporting organization 
(as defined in section 4943(f)(5)(A)) which is 
not a functionally integrated type III sup-
porting organization (as defined in section 
4943(f)(5)(B)), and 

‘‘(ii) any organization which is described in 
subparagraph (B) or (C) if— 

‘‘(I) the donor or any person designated by 
the donor for the purpose of advising with re-
spect to distributions from a donor advised 
fund (and any related parties) directly or in-
directly controls a supported organization 
(as defined in section 509(f)(3)) of such orga-
nization, or 

‘‘(II) the Secretary determines by regula-
tions that a distribution to such organiza-
tion otherwise is inappropriate. 

‘‘(B) TYPE I AND TYPE II SUPPORTING ORGANI-
ZATIONS.—An organization is described in 
this subparagraph if the organization meets 
the requirements of subparagraphs (A) and 
(C) of section 509(a)(3) and is— 

‘‘(i) operated, supervised, or controlled by 
one or more organizations described in para-
graph (1) or (2) of section 509(a), or 

‘‘(ii) supervised or controlled in connection 
with one or more such organizations. 

‘‘(C) FUNCTIONALLY INTEGRATED TYPE III 
SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS.—An organiza-
tion is described in this subparagraph if the 
organization is a functionally integrated 
type III supporting organization (as defined 
under section 4943(f)(5)(B)). 
‘‘SEC. 4967. TAXES ON PROHIBITED BENEFITS. 

‘‘(a) IMPOSITION OF TAXES.— 
‘‘(1) ON THE DONOR, DONOR ADVISOR, OR RE-

LATED PERSON.—There is hereby imposed on 
the advice of any person described in sub-
section (d) to have a sponsoring organization 
make a distribution from a donor advised 
fund which results in such person or any 
other person described in subsection (d) re-
ceiving, directly or indirectly, a more than 
incidental benefit as a result of such dis-
tribution, a tax equal to 125 percent of such 
benefit. The tax imposed by this paragraph 
shall be paid by any person described in sub-
section (d) who advises as to the distribution 
or who receives such a benefit as a result of 
the distribution. 

‘‘(2) ON THE FUND MANAGEMENT.—There is 
hereby imposed on the agreement of any 
fund manager to the making of a distribu-
tion, knowing that such distribution would 
confer a benefit described in paragraph (1), a 
tax equal to 10 percent of the amount of such 
benefit. The tax imposed by this paragraph 
shall be paid by any fund manager who 
agreed to the making of the distribution. 

‘‘(b) EXCEPTION.—No tax shall be imposed 
under this section with respect to any dis-
tribution if a tax has been imposed with re-
spect to such distribution under section 4958. 

‘‘(c) SPECIAL RULES.—For purposes of sub-
section (a)— 

‘‘(1) JOINT AND SEVERAL LIABILITY.—If more 
than one person is liable under paragraph (1) 
or (2) of subsection (a) with respect to a dis-
tribution described in subsection (a), all such 
persons shall be jointly and severally liable 
under such paragraph with respect to such 
distribution. 

‘‘(2) LIMIT FOR MANAGEMENT.—With respect 
to any one distribution described in sub-
section (a), the maximum amount of the tax 
imposed by subsection (a)(2) shall not exceed 
$10,000. 

‘‘(d) PERSON DESCRIBED.—A person is de-
scribed in this subsection if such person is 
described in section 4958(f)(7) with respect to 
a donor advised fund.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 4963 is amended by inserting 

‘‘4966, 4967,’’ after ‘‘4958,’’ each place it ap-
pears in subsections (a) and (c). 

(2) The table of subchapters for chapter 42 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new item: 

‘‘SUBCHAPTER G. DONOR ADVISED FUNDS’’. 
(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 1232. EXCESS BENEFIT TRANSACTIONS IN-

VOLVING DONOR ADVISED FUNDS 
AND SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS. 

(a) DISQUALIFIED PERSONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section 

4958(f) is amended by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end of subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end of subparagraph (C) and in-

serting a comma, and by adding after sub-
paragraph (C) the following new subpara-
graphs: 

‘‘(D) which involves a donor advised fund 
(as defined in section 4966(d)(2)), any person 
who is described in paragraph (7) with re-
spect to such donor advised fund (as so de-
fined), and 

‘‘(E) which involves a sponsoring organiza-
tion (as defined in section 4966(d)(1)), any 
person who is described in paragraph (8) with 
respect to such sponsoring organization (as 
so defined).’’. 

(2) DONORS, DONOR ADVISORS, AND INVEST-
MENT ADVISORS TREATED AS DISQUALIFIED 
PERSONS.—Section 4958(f) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraphs: 

‘‘(7) DONORS AND DONOR ADVISORS.—For 
purposes of paragraph (1)(E), a person is de-
scribed in this paragraph if such person— 

‘‘(A) is described in section 
4966(d)(2)(A)(iii), 

‘‘(B) is a member of the family of an indi-
vidual described in subparagraph (A), or 

‘‘(C) is a 35-percent controlled entity (as 
defined in paragraph (3) by substituting ‘per-
sons described in subparagraph (A) or (B) of 
paragraph (7)’ for ‘persons described in sub-
paragraph (A) or (B) of paragraph (1)’ in sub-
paragraph (A)(i) thereof). 

‘‘(8) INVESTMENT ADVISORS.—For purposes 
of paragraph (1)(F)— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A person is described in 
this paragraph if such person— 

‘‘(i) is an investment advisor, 
‘‘(ii) is a member of the family of an indi-

vidual described in clause (i), or 
‘‘(iii) is a 35-percent controlled entity (as 

defined in paragraph (3) by substituting ‘per-
sons described in clause (i) or (ii) of para-
graph (8)(A)’ for ‘persons described in sub-
paragraph (A) or (B) of paragraph (1)’ in sub-
paragraph (A)(i) thereof). 

‘‘(B) INVESTMENT ADVISOR DEFINED.—For 
purposes of subparagraph (A), the term ‘in-
vestment advisor’ means, with respect to 
any sponsoring organization (as defined in 
section 4966(d)(1)), any person (other than an 
employee of such organization) compensated 
by such organization for managing the in-
vestment of, or providing investment advice 
with respect to, assets maintained in donor 
advised funds (as defined in section 
4966(d)(2)) owned by such organization.’’. 

(b) CERTAIN TRANSACTIONS TREATED AS EX-
CESS BENEFIT TRANSACTIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4958(c) is amended 
by redesignating paragraph (2) as paragraph 
(3) and by inserting after paragraph (1) the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(2) SPECIAL RULES FOR DONOR ADVISED 
FUNDS.—In the case of any donor advised 
fund (as defined in section 4966(d)(2))— 

‘‘(A) the term ‘excess benefit transaction’ 
includes any grant, loan, compensation, or 
other similar payment from such fund to a 
person described in subsection (f)(7) with re-
spect to such fund, and 

‘‘(B) the term ‘excess benefit’ includes, 
with respect to any transaction described in 
subparagraph (A), the amount of any such 
grant, loan, compensation, or other similar 
payment.’’. 

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR CORRECTION OF TRANS-
ACTION.—Section 4958(f)(6) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘, except that in the case of any cor-
rection of an excess benefit transaction de-
scribed in subsection (c)(2), no amount re-
paid in a manner prescribed by the Secretary 
may be held in any donor advised fund’’ after 
‘‘standards’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to trans-
actions occurring after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
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SEC. 1233. EXCESS BUSINESS HOLDINGS OF 

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4943 is amended 

by adding at the end the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(e) APPLICATION OF TAX TO DONOR ADVISED 
FUNDS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, a donor advised fund (as defined in sec-
tion 4966(d)(2)) shall be treated as a private 
foundation. 

‘‘(2) DISQUALIFIED PERSON.—In applying 
this section to any donor advised fund (as so 
defined), the term ‘disqualified person’ 
means, with respect to the donor advised 
fund, any person who is— 

‘‘(A) described in section 4966(d)(2)(A)(iii), 
‘‘(B) a member of the family of an indi-

vidual described in subparagraph (A), or 
‘‘(C) a 35-percent controlled entity (as de-

fined in section 4958(f)(3) by substituting 
‘persons described in subparagraph (A) or (B) 
of section 4943(e)(2)’ for ‘persons described in 
subparagraph (A) or (B) of paragraph (1)’ in 
subparagraph (A)(i) thereof). 

‘‘(3) PRESENT HOLDINGS.—For purposes of 
this subsection, rules similar to the rules of 
paragraphs (4), (5), and (6) of subsection (c) 
shall apply to donor advised funds (as so de-
fined), except that— 

‘‘(A) ‘the date of the enactment of this sub-
section’ shall be substituted for ‘May 26, 1969’ 
each place it appears in paragraphs (4), (5), 
and (6), and 

‘‘(B) ‘January 1, 2007’ shall be substituted 
for ‘January 1, 1970’ in paragraph (4)(E).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 1234. TREATMENT OF CHARITABLE CON-

TRIBUTION DEDUCTIONS TO DONOR 
ADVISED FUNDS. 

(a) INCOME.—Section 170(f) (relating to dis-
allowance of deduction in certain cases and 
special rules), as amended by this Act, is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(18) CONTRIBUTIONS TO DONOR ADVISED 
FUNDS.—A deduction otherwise allowed 
under subsection (a) for any contribution to 
a donor advised fund (as defined in section 
4966(d)(2)) shall only be allowed if— 

‘‘(A) the sponsoring organization (as de-
fined in section 4966(d)(1)) with respect to 
such donor advised fund is not— 

‘‘(i) described in paragraph (3), (4), or (5) of 
subsection (c), or 

‘‘(ii) a type III supporting organization (as 
defined in section 4943(f)(5)(A)) which is not a 
functionally integrated type III supporting 
organization (as defined in section 
4943(f)(5)(B)), and 

‘‘(B) the taxpayer obtains a contempora-
neous written acknowledgment (determined 
under rules similar to the rules of paragraph 
(8)(C)) from the sponsoring organization (as 
so defined) of such donor advised fund that 
such organization has exclusive legal control 
over the assets contributed.’’. 

(b) ESTATE.—Section 2055(e) is amended by 
adding at the end the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(5) CONTRIBUTIONS TO DONOR ADVISED 
FUNDS.—A deduction otherwise allowed 
under subsection (a) for any contribution to 
a donor advised fund (as defined in section 
4966(d)(2)) shall only be allowed if— 

‘‘(A) the sponsoring organization (as de-
fined in section 4966(d)(1)) with respect to 
such donor advised fund is not— 

‘‘(i) described in paragraph (3) or (4) of sub-
section (a), or 

‘‘(ii) a type III supporting organization (as 
defined in section 4943(f)(5)(A)) which is not a 
functionally integrated type III supporting 
organization (as defined in section 
4943(f)(5)(B)), and 

‘‘(B) the taxpayer obtains a contempora-
neous written acknowledgment (determined 
under rules similar to the rules of section 
170(f)(8)(C)) from the sponsoring organization 
(as so defined) of such donor advised fund 
that such organization has exclusive legal 
control over the assets contributed.’’. 

(c) GIFT.—Section 2522(c) is amended by 
adding at the end the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(5) CONTRIBUTIONS TO DONOR ADVISED 
FUNDS.—A deduction otherwise allowed 
under subsection (a) for any contribution to 
a donor advised fund (as defined in section 
4966(d)(2)) shall only be allowed if— 

‘‘(A) the sponsoring organization (as de-
fined in section 4966(d)(1)) with respect to 
such donor advised fund is not— 

‘‘(i) described in paragraph (3) or (4) of sub-
section (a), or 

‘‘(ii) a type III supporting organization (as 
defined in section 4943(f)(5)(A)) which is not a 
functionally integrated type III supporting 
organization (as defined in section 
4943(f)(5)(B)), and 

‘‘(B) the taxpayer obtains a contempora-
neous written acknowledgment (determined 
under rules similar to the rules of section 
170(f)(8)(C)) from the sponsoring organization 
(as so defined) of such donor advised fund 
that such organization has exclusive legal 
control over the assets contributed.’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to contribu-
tions made after the date which is 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 1235. RETURNS OF, AND APPLICATIONS FOR 
RECOGNITION BY, SPONSORING OR-
GANIZATIONS. 

(a) MATTERS INCLUDED ON RETURNS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 6033, as amended 

by this Act, is amended by redesignating 
subsection (k) as subsection (l) and by insert-
ing after subsection (j) the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(k) ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO 
SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS.—Every organi-
zation described in section 4966(d)(1) shall, on 
the return required under subsection (a) for 
the taxable year— 

‘‘(1) list the total number of donor advised 
funds (as defined in section 4966(d)(2)) it owns 
at the end of such taxable year, 

‘‘(2) indicate the aggregate value of assets 
held in such funds at the end of such taxable 
year, and 

‘‘(3) indicate the aggregate contributions 
to and grants made from such funds during 
such taxable year.’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to re-
turns filed for taxable years ending after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

(b) MATTERS INCLUDED ON EXEMPT STATUS 
APPLICATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 508 is amended by 
adding at the end the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(f) ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO 
SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS.—A sponsoring 
organization (as defined in section 4966(d)(1)) 
shall give notice to the Secretary (in such 
manner as the Secretary may provide) 
whether such organization maintains or in-
tends to maintain donor advised funds (as de-
fined in section 4966(d)(2)) and the manner in 
which such organization plans to operate 
such funds.’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall apply to orga-
nizations applying for tax-exempt status 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

PART 3—IMPROVED ACCOUNTABILITY OF 
SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS 

SEC. 1241. REQUIREMENTS FOR SUPPORTING OR-
GANIZATIONS. 

(a) TYPES OF SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS.— 
Subparagraph (B) of section 509(a)(3) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(B) is— 
‘‘(i) operated, supervised, or controlled by 

one or more organizations described in para-
graph (1) or (2), 

‘‘(ii) supervised or controlled in connection 
with one or more such organizations, or 

‘‘(iii) operated in connection with one or 
more such organizations, and’’. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS FOR SUPPORTING ORGANI-
ZATIONS.—Section 509 (relating to private 
foundation defined) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(f) REQUIREMENTS FOR SUPPORTING ORGA-
NIZATIONS.— 

‘‘(1) TYPE III SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS.— 
For purposes of subsection (a)(3)(B)(iii), an 
organization shall not be considered to be 
operated in connection with any organiza-
tion described in paragraph (1) or (2) of sub-
section (a) unless such organization meets 
the following requirements: 

‘‘(A) RESPONSIVENESS.—For each taxable 
year beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this subsection, the organization 
provides to each supported organization such 
information as the Secretary may require to 
ensure that such organization is responsive 
to the needs or demands of the supported or-
ganization. 

‘‘(B) FOREIGN SUPPORTED ORGANIZATIONS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The organization is not 

operated in connection with any supported 
organization that is not organized in the 
United States. 

‘‘(ii) TRANSITION RULE FOR EXISTING ORGANI-
ZATIONS.—If the organization is operated in 
connection with an organization that is not 
organized in the United States on the date of 
the enactment of this subsection, clause (i) 
shall not apply until the first day of the 
third taxable year of the organization begin-
ning after the date of the enactment of this 
subsection. 

‘‘(2) ORGANIZATIONS CONTROLLED BY DO-
NORS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of sub-
section (a)(3)(B), an organization shall not be 
considered to be— 

‘‘(i) operated, supervised, or controlled by 
any organization described in paragraph (1) 
or (2) of subsection (a), or 

‘‘(ii) operated in connection with any orga-
nization described in paragraph (1) or (2) of 
subsection (a), 
if such organization accepts any gift or con-
tribution from any person described in sub-
paragraph (B). 

‘‘(B) PERSON DESCRIBED.—A person is de-
scribed in this subparagraph if, with respect 
to a supported organization of an organiza-
tion described in subparagraph (A), such per-
son is— 

‘‘(i) a person (other than an organization 
described in paragraph (1), (2), or (4) of sec-
tion 509(a)) who directly or indirectly con-
trols, either alone or together with persons 
described in clauses (ii) and (iii), the gov-
erning body of such supported organization, 

‘‘(ii) a member of the family (determined 
under section 4958(f)(4)) of an individual de-
scribed in clause (i), or 

‘‘(iii) a 35-percent controlled entity (as de-
fined in section 4958(f)(3) by substituting 
‘persons described in clause (i) or (ii) of sec-
tion 509(f)(2)(B)’ for ‘persons described in 
subparagraph (A) or (B) of paragraph (1)’ in 
subparagraph (A)(i) thereof). 

‘‘(3) SUPPORTED ORGANIZATION.—For pur-
poses of this subsection, the term ‘supported 
organization’ means, with respect to an or-
ganization described in subsection (a)(3), an 
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organization described in paragraph (1) or (2) 
of subsection (a)— 

‘‘(A) for whose benefit the organization de-
scribed in subsection (a)(3) is organized and 
operated, or 

‘‘(B) with respect to which the organiza-
tion performs the functions of, or carries out 
the purposes of.’’. 

(c) CHARITABLE TRUSTS WHICH ARE TYPE III 
SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS.—For purposes of 
section 509(a)(3)(B)(iii) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986, an organization which is a 
trust shall not be considered to be operated 
in connection with any organization de-
scribed in paragraph (1) or (2) of section 
509(a) of such Code solely because— 

(1) it is a charitable trust under State law, 
(2) the supported organization (as defined 

in section 509(f)(3) of such Code) is a bene-
ficiary of such trust, and 

(3) the supported organization (as so de-
fined) has the power to enforce the trust and 
compel an accounting. 

(d) PAYOUT REQUIREMENTS FOR TYPE III 
SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall promulgate new regulations 
under section 509 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 on payments required by type III 
supporting organizations which are not func-
tionally integrated type III supporting orga-
nizations. Such regulations shall require 
such organizations to make distributions of 
a percentage of either income or assets to 
supported organizations (as defined in sec-
tion 509(f)(3) of such Code) in order to ensure 
that a significant amount is paid to such or-
ganizations. 

(2) TYPE III SUPPORTING ORGANIZATION; 
FUNCTIONALLY INTEGRATED TYPE III SUP-
PORTING ORGANIZATION.—For purposes of 
paragraph (1), the terms ‘‘type III supporting 
organization’’ and ‘‘functionally integrated 
type III supporting organization’’ have the 
meanings given such terms under subpara-
graphs (A) and (B) section 4943(f)(5) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (as added by this 
Act), respectively. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

subsections (a) and (b) shall take effect on 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) CHARITABLE TRUSTS WHICH ARE TYPE III 
SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS.—Subsection (c) 
shall take effect— 

(A) in the case of trusts operated in con-
nection with an organization described in 
paragraph (1) or (2) of section 509(a) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 on the date of 
the enactment of this Act, on the date that 
is one year after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, and 

(B) in the case of any other trust, on the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 1242. EXCESS BENEFIT TRANSACTIONS IN-

VOLVING SUPPORTING ORGANIZA-
TIONS. 

(a) DISQUALIFIED PERSONS.—Paragraph (1) 
of section 4958(f), as amended by this Act, is 
amended by redesignating subparagraphs (D) 
and (E) as subparagraphs (E) and (F), respec-
tively, and by adding after subparagraph (C) 
the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(D) any person who is described in sub-
paragraph (A), (B), or (C) with respect to an 
organization described in section 509(a)(3) 
and organized and operated exclusively for 
the benefit of, to perform the functions of, or 
to carry out the purposes of the applicable 
tax-exempt organization.’’. 

(b) CERTAIN TRANSACTIONS TREATED AS EX-
CESS BENEFIT TRANSACTIONS.—Section 
4958(c), as amended by this Act, is amended 
by redesignating paragraph (3) as paragraph 
(4) and by inserting after paragraph (2) the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) SPECIAL RULES FOR SUPPORTING ORGA-
NIZATIONS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any orga-
nization described in section 509(a)(3)— 

‘‘(i) the term ‘excess benefit transaction’ 
includes— 

‘‘(I) any grant, loan, compensation, or 
other similar payment provided by such or-
ganization to a person described in subpara-
graph (B), and 

‘‘(II) any loan provided by such organiza-
tion to a disqualified person (other than an 
organization described in paragraph (1), (2), 
or (4) of section 509(a)), and 

‘‘(ii) the term ‘excess benefit’ includes, 
with respect to any transaction described in 
clause (i), the amount of any such grant, 
loan, compensation, or other similar pay-
ment. 

‘‘(B) PERSON DESCRIBED.—A person is de-
scribed in this subparagraph if such person 
is— 

‘‘(i) a substantial contributor to such orga-
nization, 

‘‘(ii) a member of the family (determined 
under section 4958(f)(4)) of an individual de-
scribed in clause (i), or 

‘‘(iii) a 35-percent controlled entity (as de-
fined in section 4958(f)(3) by substituting 
‘persons described in clause (i) or (ii) of sec-
tion 4958(c)(3)(B)’ for ‘persons described in 
subparagraph (A) or (B) of paragraph (1)’ in 
subparagraph (A)(i) thereof). 

‘‘(C) SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTOR.—For pur-
poses of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘substantial 
contributor’ means any person who contrib-
uted or bequeathed an aggregate amount of 
more than $5,000 to the organization, if such 
amount is more than 2 percent of the total 
contributions and bequests received by the 
organization before the close of the taxable 
year of the organization in which the con-
tribution or bequest is received by the orga-
nization from such person. In the case of a 
trust, such term also means the creator of 
the trust. Rules similar to the rules of sub-
paragraphs (B) and (C) of section 507(d)(2) 
shall apply for purposes of this subpara-
graph. 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION.—Such term shall not in-
clude any organization described in para-
graph (1), (2), or (4) of section 509(a).’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) SUBSECTION (a).—The amendments made 

by subsection (a) shall apply to transactions 
occurring after the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 

(2) SUBSECTION (b).—The amendments made 
by subsection (a) shall apply to transactions 
occurring after July 25, 2006. 
SEC. 1243. EXCESS BUSINESS HOLDINGS OF SUP-

PORTING ORGANIZATIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4943, as amended 

by this Act, is amended by adding at the end 
the following new subsection: 

‘‘(f) APPLICATION OF TAX TO SUPPORTING 
ORGANIZATIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, an organization which is described in 
paragraph (3) shall be treated as a private 
foundation. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary may ex-
empt the excess business holdings of any or-
ganization from the application of this sub-
section if the Secretary determines that 
such holdings are consistent with the pur-
pose or function constituting the basis for 
its exemption under section 501. 

‘‘(3) ORGANIZATIONS DESCRIBED.—An organi-
zation is described in this paragraph if such 
organization is— 

‘‘(A) a type III supporting organization 
(other than a functionally integrated type 
III supporting organization), or 

‘‘(B) an organization which meets the re-
quirements of subparagraphs (A) and (C) of 
section 509(a)(3) and which is supervised or 
controlled in connection with or one or more 
organizations described in paragraph (1) or 

(2) of section 509(a), but only if such organi-
zation accepts any gift or contribution from 
any person described in section 509(f)(2)(B). 

‘‘(4) DISQUALIFIED PERSON.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In applying this section 

to any organization described in paragraph 
(3), the term ‘disqualified person’ means, 
with respect to the organization— 

‘‘(i) any person who was, at any time dur-
ing the 5-year period ending on the date de-
scribed in subsection (a)(2)(A), in a position 
to exercise substantial influence over the af-
fairs of the organization, 

‘‘(ii) any member of the family (deter-
mined under section 4958(f)(4)) of an indi-
vidual described in clause (i), 

‘‘(iii) any 35-percent controlled entity (as 
defined in section 4958(f)(3) by substituting 
‘persons described in clause (i) or (ii) of sec-
tion 4943(f)(4)(A)’ for ‘persons described in 
subparagraph (A) or (B) of paragraph (1)’ in 
subparagraph (A)(i) thereof), 

‘‘(iv) any person described in section 
4958(c)(3)(B), and 

‘‘(v) any organization— 
‘‘(I) which is effectively controlled (di-

rectly or indirectly) by the same person or 
persons who control the organization in 
question, or 

‘‘(II) substantially all of the contributions 
to which were made (directly or indirectly) 
by the same person or persons described in 
subparagraph (B) or a member of the family 
(within the meaning of section 4946(d)) of 
such a person. 

‘‘(B) PERSONS DESCRIBED.—A person is de-
scribed in this subparagraph if such person 
is— 

‘‘(i) a substantial contributor to the orga-
nization (as defined in section 4958(c)(3)(C)), 

‘‘(ii) an officer, director, or trustee of the 
organization (or an individual having powers 
or responsibilities similar to those of the of-
ficers, directors, or trustees of the organiza-
tion), or 

‘‘(iii) an owner of more than 20 percent of— 
‘‘(I) the total combined voting power of a 

corporation, 
‘‘(II) the profits interest of a partnership, 

or 
‘‘(III) the beneficial interest of a trust or 

unincorporated enterprise, 
which is a substantial contributor (as so de-
fined) to the organization. 

‘‘(5) TYPE III SUPPORTING ORGANIZATION; 
FUNCTIONALLY INTEGRATED TYPE III SUP-
PORTING ORGANIZATION.—For purposes of this 
subsection— 

‘‘(A) TYPE III SUPPORTING ORGANIZATION.— 
The term ‘type III supporting organization’ 
means an organization which meets the re-
quirements of subparagraphs (A) and (C) of 
section 509(a)(3) and which is operated in 
connection with one or more organizations 
described in paragraph (1) or (2) of section 
509(a). 

‘‘(B) FUNCTIONALLY INTEGRATED TYPE III 
SUPPORTING ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘func-
tionally integrated type III supporting orga-
nization’ means a type III supporting organi-
zation which is not required under regula-
tions established by the Secretary to make 
payments to supported organizations (as de-
fined under section 509(f)(3)) due to the ac-
tivities of the organization related to per-
forming the functions of, or carrying out the 
purposes of, such supported organizations. 

‘‘(6) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN HOLDINGS OF 
TYPE III SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS.—For 
purposes of this subsection, the term ‘excess 
business holdings’ shall not include any 
holdings of a type III supporting organiza-
tion in any business enterprise if, as of No-
vember 18, 2005, the holdings were held (and 
at all times thereafter, are held) for the ben-
efit of the community pursuant to the direc-
tion of a State attorney general or a State 
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official with jurisdiction over such organiza-
tion. 

‘‘(7) PRESENT HOLDINGS.—For purposes of 
this subsection, rules similar to the rules of 
paragraphs (4), (5), and (6) of subsection (c) 
shall apply to organizations described in sec-
tion 509(a)(3), except that— 

‘‘(A) ‘the date of the enactment of this sub-
section’ shall be substituted for ‘May 26, 1969’ 
each place it appears in paragraphs (4), (5), 
and (6), and 

‘‘(B) ‘January 1, 2007’ shall be substituted 
for ‘January 1, 1970’ in paragraph (4)(E).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 1244. TREATMENT OF AMOUNTS PAID TO 

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS BY 
PRIVATE FOUNDATIONS. 

(a) QUALIFYING DISTRIBUTIONS.—Paragraph 
(4) of section 4942(g) is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(4) LIMITATION ON DISTRIBUTIONS BY NON-
OPERATING PRIVATE FOUNDATIONS TO SUP-
PORTING ORGANIZATIONS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘qualifying distribution’ shall 
not include any amount paid by a private 
foundation which is not an operating founda-
tion to— 

‘‘(i) any type III supporting organization 
(as defined in section 4943(f)(5)(A)) which is 
not a functionally integrated type III sup-
porting organization (as defined in section 
4943(f)(5)(B)), and 

‘‘(ii) any organization which is described in 
subparagraph (B) or (C) if— 

‘‘(I) a disqualified person of the private 
foundation directly or indirectly controls 
such organization or a supported organiza-
tion (as defined in section 509(f)(3)) of such 
organization, or 

‘‘(II) the Secretary determines by regula-
tions that a distribution to such organiza-
tion otherwise is inappropriate. 

‘‘(B) TYPE I AND TYPE II SUPPORTING ORGANI-
ZATIONS.—An organization is described in 
this subparagraph if the organization meets 
the requirements of subparagraphs (A) and 
(C) of section 509(a)(3) and is— 

‘‘(i) operated, supervised, or controlled by 
one or more organizations described in para-
graph (1) or (2) of section 509(a), or 

‘‘(ii) supervised or controlled in connection 
with one or more such organizations. 

‘‘(C) FUNCTIONALLY INTEGRATED TYPE III 
SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS.—An organiza-
tion is described in this subparagraph if the 
organization is a functionally integrated 
type III supporting organization (as defined 
under section 4943(f)(5)(B)).’’. 

(b) TAXABLE EXPENDITURES.—Subparagraph 
(A) of section 4945(d)(4) is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(A) such organization— 
‘‘(i) is described in paragraph (1) or (2) of 

section 509(a), 
‘‘(ii) is an organization described in section 

509(a)(3) (other than an organization de-
scribed in clause (i) or (ii) of section 
4942(g)(4)(A)), or 

‘‘(iii) is an exempt operating foundation 
(as defined in section 4940(d)(2)), or’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to distribu-
tions and expenditures after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 1245. RETURNS OF SUPPORTING ORGANIZA-

TIONS. 
(a) REQUIREMENT TO FILE RETURN.—Sub-

paragraph (B) of section 6033(a)(3) is amended 
by inserting ‘‘(other than an organization de-
scribed in section 509(a)(3))’’ after ‘‘para-
graph (1)’’. 

(b) MATTERS INCLUDED ON RETURNS.—Sec-
tion 6033, as amended by this Act, is amend-
ed by redesignating subsection (l) as sub-

section (m) and by inserting after subsection 
(k) the following new subsection: 

‘‘(l) ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO 
SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS.—Every organi-
zation described in section 509(a)(3) shall, on 
the return required under subsection (a)— 

‘‘(1) list the supported organizations (as de-
fined in section 509(f)(3)) with respect to 
which such organization provides support, 

‘‘(2) indicate whether the organization 
meets the requirements of clause (i), (ii), or 
(iii) of section 509(a)(3)(B), and 

‘‘(3) certify that the organization meets 
the requirements of section 509(a)(3)(C).’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to returns 
filed for taxable years ending after the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 

TITLE XIII—OTHER PROVISIONS 
SEC. 1301. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS RELATING 

TO MINE SAFETY. 
Section 110 of the Federal Mine Safety and 

Health Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 820), as amended 
by the Mine Improvement and New Emer-
gency Response Act of 2006 (Public Law 109- 
236), is amended— 

(1) by striking subsection (d); and 
(2) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘(1)(1) The operator’’ and 

inserting ‘‘(1) The operator’’; 
(B) in the paragraph (2) added by section 

8(a)(1)(B) of the Mine Improvement and New 
Emergency Response Act of 2006 (Public Law 
109-236)— 

(i) by striking ‘‘paragraph (1)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘subsection (a)(1)’’; and 

(ii) by redesignating such paragraph as 
subsection (d) and transferring such sub-
section so as to appear after subsection (c); 
and 

(3) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Any operator’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘(1) Any operator’’; and 
(B) in the second sentence, as added by sec-

tion 8(a)(2) of the Mine Improvement and 
New Emergency Response Act of 2006 (Public 
Law 109-236), by striking ‘‘Violations’’ and 
inserting the following: 

‘‘(2) Violations’’. 
SEC. 1302. GOING-TO-THE-SUN ROAD. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1940 of the Safe, 
Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transpor-
tation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (119 
Stat. 1511) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by striking paragraphs (1) and (2); 
(B) by redesignating paragraphs (3) 

through (5) as paragraphs (1) through (3), re-
spectively; and 

(C) by striking ‘‘$10,000,000’’ each place 
that it appears and inserting ‘‘$16,666,666’’; 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(c) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—Except as oth-

erwise provided in this section, funds author-
ized to be appropriated under this section 
shall be available for obligation in the same 
manner as if the funds were apportioned 
under chapter 1 of title 23, United States 
Code.’’. 

(b) RESCISSION.—Section 10212 of the Safe, 
Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transpor-
tation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (119 
Stat. 1937) is amended by striking 
‘‘$8,543,000,000’’ each place it appears and in-
serting ‘‘$8,593,000,000’’. 
SEC. 1303. EXCEPTION TO THE LOCAL FUR-

NISHING REQUIREMENT OF THE 
TAX-EXEMPT BOND RULES. 

(a) SNETTISHAM HYDROELECTRIC FACILITY.— 
For purposes of determining whether any 
private activity bond issued before May 31, 
2006, and used to finance the acquisition of 
the Snettisham hydroelectric facility is a 
qualified bond for purposes of section 
142(a)(8) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
the electricity furnished by such facility to 

the City of Hoonah, Alaska, shall not be 
taken into account for purposes of section 
142(f)(1) of such Code. 

(b) LAKE DOROTHY HYDROELECTRIC FACIL-
ITY.—For purposes of determining whether 
any private activity bond issued before May 
31, 2006, and used to finance the Lake Doro-
thy hydroelectric facility is a qualified bond 
for purposes of section 142(a)(8) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986, the electricity fur-
nished by such facility to the City of 
Hoonah, Alaska, shall not be taken into ac-
count for purposes of paragraphs (1) and (3) 
of section 142(f) of such Code. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion— 

(1) LAKE DOROTHY HYDROELECTRIC FACIL-
ITY.—The term ‘‘Lake Dorothy hydroelectric 
facility’’ means the hydroelectric facility lo-
cated approximately 10 miles south of Ju-
neau, Alaska, and commonly referred to as 
the ‘‘Lake Dorothy project’’. 

(2) SNETTISHAM HYDROELECTRIC FACILITY.— 
The term ‘‘Snettisham hydroelectric facil-
ity’’ means the hydroelectric project de-
scribed in section 1804 of the Small Business 
Job Protection Act of 1996. 
SEC. 1304. QUALIFIED TUITION PROGRAMS. 

(a) PERMANENT EXTENSION OF MODIFICA-
TIONS.—Section 901 of the Economic Growth 
and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001 (re-
lating to sunset provisions) shall not apply 
to section 402 of such Act (relating to modi-
fications to qualified tuition programs). 

(b) REGULATORY AUTHORITY TO PREVENT 
ABUSE.—Section 529 (relating to qualified 
tuition programs) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(f) REGULATIONS.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this section, the Secretary 
shall prescribe such regulations as may be 
necessary or appropriate to carry out the 
purposes of this section and to prevent abuse 
of such purposes, including regulations under 
chapters 11, 12, and 13 of this title.’’. 

TITLE XIV—TARIFF PROVISIONS 
SEC. 1401. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This title may be cited 
as the ‘‘Miscellaneous Trade and Technical 
Corrections Act of 2006’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this title is as follows: 

TITLE XIV—TARIFF PROVISIONS 
Sec. 1401. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 1402. Reference. 

Subtitle A—Temporary Duty Suspensions 
and Reductions 

CHAPTER 1—NEW DUTY SUSPENSIONS AND 
REDUCTIONS 

Sec. 1411. Certain non-knit gloves designed 
for use by auto mechanics. 

Sec. 1412. Certain microphones for use in 
automotive interiors. 

Sec. 1413. Acrylic or modacrylic synthetic 
filament tow. 

Sec. 1414. Acrylic or modacrylic synthetic 
staple fibers, carded, combed, 
or otherwise processed for spin-
ning. 

Sec. 1415. Nitrocellulose. 
Sec. 1416. Potassium sorbate. 
Sec. 1417. Sorbic acid. 
Sec. 1418. Certain capers. 
Sec. 1419. Certain pepperoncini prepared or 

preserved otherwise than by 
vinegar or acetic acid. 

Sec. 1420. Certain capers. 
Sec. 1421. Certain pepperoncini prepared or 

preserved by vinegar or acetic 
acid in concentrations at 0.5 
percent or greater. 

Sec. 1422. Certain pepperoncini prepared or 
preserved otherwise than by 
vinegar or acetic acid in con-
centrations less than 0.5 per-
cent. 
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Sec. 1423. Chloral. 
Sec. 1424. Imidacloprid technical 

(imidacloprid). 
Sec. 1425. Triadimefon. 
Sec. 1426. Polyethylene HE1878. 
Sec. 1427. Thiacloprid. 
Sec. 1428. Pyrimethanil. 
Sec. 1429. Foramsulfuron. 
Sec. 1430. Fenamidone. 
Sec. 1431. Cyclanilide technical. 
Sec. 1432. Para-benzoquinone. 
Sec. 1433. O-Anisidine. 
Sec. 1434. 2,4-Xylidine. 
Sec. 1435. Crotonaldehyde. 
Sec. 1436. Butanedioic acid, dimethyl ester, 

polymer with 4-hydroxy-2,2,6,6,- 
tetramethyl-1- 
piperidineethanol. 

Sec. 1437. Mixtures of CAS Nos. 106990-43-6 
and 65447-77-0. 

Sec. 1438. MCPA. 
Sec. 1439. Bronate advanced. 
Sec. 1440. Bromoxynil octanoate tech. 
Sec. 1441. Bromoxynil meo. 
Sec. 1442. Hydraulic control units. 
Sec. 1443. Shield asy-steering gear. 
Sec. 1444. 2,4-Dichloroaniline. 
Sec. 1445. 2-Acetylbutyrolactone. 
Sec. 1446. Alkylketone. 
Sec. 1447. Cyfluthrin (baythroid). 
Sec. 1448. Beta-cyfluthrin. 
Sec. 1449. Cyclopropane-1,1-dicarboxylic 

acid, dimethyl ester. 
Sec. 1450. Spiroxamine. 
Sec. 1451. Spiromesifen. 
Sec. 1452. 4-Chlorobenzaldehyde. 
Sec. 1453. Oxadiazon. 
Sec. 1454. NAHP. 
Sec. 1455. Phosphorus thiochloride. 
Sec. 1456. Trifloxystrobin. 
Sec. 1457. Phosphoric acid, lanthanum salt, 

cerium terbium-doped. 
Sec. 1458. Lutetium oxide. 
Sec. 1459. ACM. 
Sec. 1460. Permethrin. 
Sec. 1461. Thidiazuron. 
Sec. 1462. Flutolanil. 
Sec. 1463. Resmethrin. 
Sec. 1464. Clothianidin. 
Sec. 1465. Certain master cylinder assem-

bles. 
Sec. 1466. Certain transaxles. 
Sec. 1467. Converter asy. 
Sec. 1468. Module and bracket asy-power 

steering. 
Sec. 1469. Unit asy-battery hi volt. 
Sec. 1470. Certain articles of natural cork. 
Sec. 1471. Glyoxylic acid. 
Sec. 1472. Cyclopentanone. 
Sec. 1473. Mesotrione technical. 
Sec. 1474. Malonic acid-dinitrile 50% NMP. 
Sec. 1475. Formulations of NOA 446510. 
Sec. 1476. DEMBB distilled-ISO tank. 
Sec. 1477. Methylionone. 
Sec. 1478. Certain acrylic fiber tow. 
Sec. 1479. Certain acrylic fiber tow. 
Sec. 1480. MKH 6561 isocyanate. 
Sec. 1481. Endosulfan. 
Sec. 1482. Tetraconazole. 
Sec. 1483. M-alcohol. 
Sec. 1484. Certain machines for use in the as-

sembly of motorcycle wheels. 
Sec. 1485. Deltamethrin. 
Sec. 1486. Palm fatty acid distillate. 
Sec. 1487. 4-Methoxy-2- 

methyldiphenylamine. 
Sec. 1488. 2-Methylhydroquinone. 
Sec. 1489. 1-Fluoro-2-nitrobenzene. 
Sec. 1490. Cosmetic bags with a flexible 

outer surface of reinforced or 
laminated polyvinyl chloride 
(PVC). 

Sec. 1491. Mixtures of methyl 4-iodo-2-[3-(4- 
methoxy-6-methyl-1,3,5-triazin- 
2-yl)ureidosulfonyl]benzoate, 
sodium salt (iodosulfuron meth-
yl, sodium salt). 

Sec. 1492. Ethyl 4,5-dihydro-5,5-diphenyl-1,2- 
oxazole-3-carboxylate 
(isoxadifen-ethyl). 

Sec. 1493. (5-cyclopropyl-4-isoxazolyl)[2- 
(methylsulfonyl)–4- 
(trifluoromethy-
l)phenyl]methanone 
(isoxaflutole). 

Sec. 1494. Methyl 2-[(4,6- 
dimethoxypyrimidin-2- 
ylcarbamoyl)sulfamoyl]-α- 
(methanesulfonamido)-p- 
toluate (mesosulfuron-methyl) 
whether or not mixed with ap-
plication adjuvants. 

Sec. 1495. Mixtures of foramsulfuron and 
iodosulfuron-methyl-sodium. 

Sec. 1496. Vulcuren UPKA 1988. 
Sec. 1497. Vullcanox 41010 NA/LG. 
Sec. 1498. Vulkazon AFS/LG. 
Sec. 1499. P-Anisaldehyde. 
Sec. 1500. 1,2-Pentanediol. 
Sec. 1501. Agrumex. 
Sec. 1502. Cohedur RL. 
Sec. 1503. Formulations of prosulfuron. 
Sec. 1504. Lewatit. 
Sec. 1505. Para-Chlorophenol. 
Sec. 1506. Cypermethrin. 
Sec. 1507. Ion-exchange resin powder. 
Sec. 1508. Ion-exchange resin powder. 
Sec. 1509. Desmodur E 14. 
Sec. 1510. Desmodur VP LS 2253. 
Sec. 1511. Desmodur R-E. 
Sec. 1512. Walocel MW 3000 PFV. 
Sec. 1513. TSME. 
Sec. 1514. Walocel VP-M 20660. 
Sec. 1515. Xama 2. 
Sec. 1516. Xama 7. 
Sec. 1517. Certain cases for toys. 
Sec. 1518. Certain cases for toys. 
Sec. 1519. Aniline 2.5-disulfonic acid. 
Sec. 1520. 1,4-benzenedicarboxylic acid, poly-

mer with n,n′-bis(2- 
aminoethyl)–1,2-ethanediamine, 
cyclized, methosulfate. 

Sec. 1521. Sulfur blue 7. 
Sec. 1522. Formaldehyde, reaction products 

with 1,4-benzenediol and m- 
phenylenediamine, sulfurized. 

Sec. 1523. Isocyanatosulfonyl. 
Sec. 1524. Isocyanatosulfonyl. 
Sec. 1525. Gemifloxacin, gemifloxacin 

mesylate, and gemifloxacin 
mesylate sesquihydrate. 

Sec. 1526. Butralin. 
Sec. 1527. Spirodiclofen. 
Sec. 1528. Propamocarb HCL (PREVICUR). 
Sec. 1529. Desmodur IL. 
Sec. 1530. Chloroacetone. 
Sec. 1531. IPN (isophthalonitrile). 
Sec. 1532. NOA 446510 technical. 
Sec. 1533. Hexythiazox technical. 
Sec. 1534. Crelan (self-blocked cycloaliphatic 

polyuretdione). 
Sec. 1535. Aspirin. 
Sec. 1536. Desmodur BL XP 2468. 
Sec. 1537. Desmodur RF-E. 
Sec. 1538. Desmodur HL. 
Sec. 1539. D-Mannose. 
Sec. 1540. Certain camel hair. 
Sec. 1541. Waste of camel hair. 
Sec. 1542. Certain camel hair. 
Sec. 1543. Woven fabric of vicuna hair. 
Sec. 1544. Certain camel hair. 
Sec. 1545. Noils of camel hair. 
Sec. 1546. Chloroacetic acid, ethyl ester. 
Sec. 1547. Chloroacetic acid, sodium salt. 
Sec. 1548. Low expansion laboratory glass. 
Sec. 1549. Stoppers, lids, and other closures. 
Sec. 1550. Pigment yellow 213. 
Sec. 1551. Indoxacarb. 
Sec. 1552. Dimethyl carbonate. 
Sec. 1553. 5-Chloro-1-indanone (EK179). 
Sec. 1554. Mixtures of famoxadone and 

cymoxanil. 
Sec. 1555. Decanedioic acid, bis(2,2,6,6- 

tetramethyl-4-piperidinyl) 
ester. 

Sec. 1556. Acid blue 80. 
Sec. 1557. Pigment brown 25. 
Sec. 1558. Formulations of azoxystrobin. 

Sec. 1559. Formulations of pinoxaden/ 
cloquintocet. 

Sec. 1560. Mixtures of difenoconazole/ 
mefenoxam. 

Sec. 1561. Fludioxinil technical. 
Sec. 1562. Mixtures of clodinafop-propargyl. 
Sec. 1563. Avermectin b, 1,4″-deoxy-4″- 

methylamino-, (4″r)-, benzoate. 
Sec. 1564. Cloquintocet-mexyl. 
Sec. 1565. Metalaxyl-M technical. 
Sec. 1566. Cyproconazole technical. 
Sec. 1567. Pinoxaden technical. 
Sec. 1568. Mixtures of tralkoxydim. 
Sec. 1569. Certain chemicals. 
Sec. 1570. Mixtures of ( ± )–(cis and trans)–1- 

[[2-(2,4-dichlorophenyl)–4- 
propyl-1,3-dioxolan-2-yl]-meth-
yl]-1h-1,2,4-triazole. 

Sec. 1571. Paraquat dichloride. 
Sec. 1572. Certain basketballs. 
Sec. 1573. Certain leather basketballs. 
Sec. 1574. Certain rubber basketballs. 
Sec. 1575. Certain volleyballs. 
Sec. 1576. 4-Chloro-3-[[3-(4-methoxyphenyl)– 

1,3-dioxopropyl]-amino]-dodecyl 
ester. 

Sec. 1577. Linuron. 
Sec. 1578. N,N-Dimethylpiperidinium chlo-

ride (mepiquat chloride). 
Sec. 1579. Diuron. 
Sec. 1580. Formulated product Krovar I DF. 
Sec. 1581. Triasulfuron technical. 
Sec. 1582. Brodifacoum technical. 
Sec. 1583. Pymetrozine technical. 
Sec. 1584. Formulations of thiamethoxam, 

difenoconazole, fludioxinil, and 
mefenoxam. 

Sec. 1585. Trifloxysulfuron-sodium tech-
nical. 

Sec. 1586. 2 Benzylthio-3-ethyl sulfonyl pyri-
dine. 

Sec. 1587. 2-Amino-4-methoxy-6-methyl-1,3,5- 
triazine. 

Sec. 1588. Formulated products containing 
mixtures of the active ingre-
dient 2-chloro-n-[[(4-methoxy-6- 
methyl-1,3,5-triazin-2yl) 
amino]carbonyl] 
benzenesulfonamide and appli-
cation adjuvants. 

Sec. 1589. 2-methyl-4-methoxy-6- 
methylamino-1,3,5-triazine. 

Sec. 1590. Mixtures of sodium-2-chloro-6-[(4,6 
dimethoxypyrimidin-2- 
yl)thio]benzoate and applica-
tion adjuvants (pyrithiobac-so-
dium). 

Sec. 1591. Certain decorative plates, decora-
tive sculptures, decorative 
plaques, and architectural min-
iatures. 

Sec. 1592. Certain music boxes. 
Sec. 1593. 2-Methyl-4-chlorophenoxyacetic 

acid. 
Sec. 1594. Phenmedipham. 
Sec. 1595. Desmedipham. 
Sec. 1596. Certain footwear with open toes or 

heels. 
Sec. 1597. Certain work footwear. 
Sec. 1598. Certain refracting and reflecting 

telescopes. 
Sec. 1600. Certain work footwear. 
Sec. 1601. Certain footwear for men. 
Sec. 1602. Certain rubber or plastic footwear. 
Sec. 1604. Zinc dimethyldithiocarbamate. 
Sec. 1605. Certain liquid crystal device 

(LCD) panel assemblies. 
Sec. 1606. Certain watertube boilers and re-

actor vessel heads. 
CHAPTER 2—EXISTING DUTY SUSPENSIONS AND 

REDUCTIONS 
Sec. 1611. Extension of certain existing duty 

suspensions and reductions. 
Subtitle B—Other Tariff Provisions 

CHAPTER 1—LIQUIDATION OR RELIQUIDATION 
OF CERTAIN ENTRIES 

Sec. 1621. Certain tramway cars and associ-
ated spare parts. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6130 July 28, 2006 
Sec. 1622. Reliquidation of certain entries of 

candles. 
Sec. 1623. Certain entries of roller chain. 
Sec. 1624. Certain entries of soundspa clock 

radios. 
CHAPTER 2—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Sec. 1631. Vessel repair duties. 
Sec. 1632. Suspension of new shipper review 

provision. 
Sec. 1633. Extension and modification of 

duty suspension on wool prod-
ucts; wool research fund; wool 
duty refunds. 

Sec. 1634. Authorities relating to DR– 
CAFTA Agreement. 

Sec. 1635. Technical amendments to Cus-
toms modernization. 

Subtitle C—Effective Date 
Sec. 1641. Effective date. 

SEC. 1402. REFERENCE. 
Except as otherwise expressly provided, 

whenever in this title an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment 
to, or repeal of, a chapter, subchapter, note, 
additional U.S. note, heading, subheading, or 

other provision, the reference shall be con-
sidered to be made to a chapter, subchapter, 
note, additional U.S. note, heading, sub-
heading, or other provision of the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United States 
(19 U.S.C. 3007). 

Subtitle A—Temporary Duty Suspensions and 
Reductions 

CHAPTER 1—NEW DUTY SUSPENSIONS 
AND REDUCTIONS 

SEC. 1411. CERTAIN NON-KNIT GLOVES DESIGNED FOR USE BY AUTO MECHANICS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new headings: 

‘‘ 9902.14.01 Mechanics’ work gloves, valued not over $3.50 per pair (provided for in 
subheading 6216.00.58) ................................................................................. 2.8% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 

9902.14.02 Mechanics’ work gloves, valued over $3.50 but not over $3.70 per pair (pro-
vided for in subheading 6216.00.58) .............................................................. 2.8% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

9902.14.03 Mechanics’ work gloves, valued over $3.70 but not over $4.99 per pair (pro-
vided for in subheading 6216.00.58) .............................................................. 2.8% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

9902.14.04 Mechanics’ work gloves, valued over $4.99 but not over $7.72 per pair (pro-
vided for in subheading 6216.00.58) .............................................................. 2.8% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

9902.14.05 Mechanics’ work gloves, valued over $7.72 per pair (provided for in sub-
heading 6216.00.58) ...................................................................................... 2.8% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT TO U.S. NOTES.—Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by adding at the end of the U.S. Notes to such subchapter the 
following new U.S. Note: 

‘‘18. For purposes of headings 9902.14.01, 9902.14.02, 9902.14.03, 9902.14.04, and 9902.14.05, the term ‘mechanics’ work gloves’ means gloves, of 
man-made fibers, having synthetic leather palms and fingers; fourchettes of synthetic leather or of fabric of nylon or elastomeric yarn; 
backs comprising either one layer of knitted fabric of elastomeric yarn or three layers, with the outer layer of knitted fabric of elastomeric 
yarn, the center layer of foam and the inner layer of tricot fabric; the foregoing, whether or not including an thermoplastic rubber logo 
or pad on the back; and elastic wrist straps with molded thermoplastic rubber hook-and-loop enclosures.’’. 

SEC. 1412. CERTAIN MICROPHONES FOR USE IN AUTOMOTIVE INTERIORS. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.17 Unidirectional (cardioid) electret condenser microphone modules for use 
in motor vehicles provided for in headings 8701 through 8705 (other than 
such modules designed for handheld, microphone stand, or lapel use), the 
foregoing each including wire leads for external connection, whether or 
not including a multi-pin board level type connector but not including a 
battery compartment; having a typical frequency response of 250 Hertz 
through 7,000 Hertz with no more than a 20 decibel deviation in that fre-
quency range and an electrostatic discharge immunity of 4,000 V (con-
tact) and 8,000 V (air); and capable of operation and storage in the tem-
perature range of -40°C through 85°C and a humidity of not over 95 per-
cent (provided for in subheading 8518.10.80) ................................................ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1413. ACRYLIC OR MODACRYLIC SYNTHETIC FILAMENT TOW. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.21 Synthetic filament tow: acrylic or modacrylic (provided for in sub-
heading 5501.30.00) ...................................................................................... 6.8% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1414. ACRYLIC OR MODACRYLIC SYNTHETIC STAPLE FIBERS, CARDED, COMBED, OR OTHERWISE PROCESSED FOR SPINNING. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.22 Synthetic staple fibers, carded, combed, or otherwise processed for spin-
ning: acrylic or modacrylic (provided for in subheading 5506.30.00) ........... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1415. NITROCELLULOSE. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6131 July 28, 2006 

‘‘ 9902.10.23 Cellulose nitrates (nitrocellulose, including collodions) (CAS 9004-70-0) 
(provided for in subheading 3912.20.00) ........................................................ 4.4% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1416. POTASSIUM SORBATE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.24 Potassium sorbate (CAS No. 24634–61–5) (provided for in subheading 
2916.19.10) .................................................................................................... 1.4% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1417. SORBIC ACID. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.25 Sorbic acid (CAS No. 110–44–1) (provided for in subheading 2916.19.20) ....... 1.9% No change No change On or be-
fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1418. CERTAIN CAPERS. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.26 Capers, prepared or preserved by vinegar other than such goods in imme-
diate containers each holding 3.4 kg or less (provided for in subheading 
2001.90.20) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1419. CERTAIN PEPPERONCINI PREPARED OR PRESERVED OTHERWISE THAN BY VINEGAR OR ACETIC ACID. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.27 Pepperoncini, prepared or preserved otherwise than by vinegar, not fro-
zen (provided for in subheading 2005.90.55) ................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1420. CERTAIN CAPERS. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.28 Capers, prepared or preserved by vinegar in immediate containers each 
holding more than 3.4 kg (provided for in subheading 2001.90.10) ............... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1421. CERTAIN PEPPERONCINI PREPARED OR PRESERVED BY VINEGAR OR ACETIC ACID IN CONCENTRATIONS AT 0.5 PERCENT OR GREATER. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.29 Pepperoncini, prepared or preserved by vinegar (provided for in sub-
heading 2001.90.38) ...................................................................................... 2.2% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1422. CERTAIN PEPPERONCINI PREPARED OR PRESERVED OTHERWISE THAN BY VINEGAR OR ACETIC ACID IN CONCENTRATIONS LESS THAN 0.5 
PERCENT. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.30 Giardiniera, prepared or preserved otherwise than by vinegar, not frozen 
(provided for in subheading 2005.90.55) ........................................................ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1423. CHLORAL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.31 Trichloroacetaldehyde (CAS No. 75–87–6) (provided for in subheading 
2913.00.50) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1424. IMIDACLOPRID TECHNICAL (IMIDACLOPRID). 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.32 1-[(6-Chloro-3-pyrdinyl)methyl]-N-nitro-2-imidazolidinimine 
(Imidacloprid) (CAS No. 138261–41–3) (provided for in subheading 
2933.39.27) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1425. TRIADIMEFON. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.33 1-(4-Chlorophenoxy)–3,3-dimethyl-1-(1H-1,2,4-triazol-1-y1)–2-butanone 
(CAS No. 43121–43–3) (Triadimefon) (provided for in subheading 2933.99.22) Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6132 July 28, 2006 
SEC. 1426. POLYETHYLENE HE1878. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.34 Polyethylene HE1878 (CAS No. 25087–34–7), with l-butene as comonomer 
(provided for in subheading 3901.20.50) ........................................................ 3.6% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1427. THIACLOPRID. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.35 (Z)-[3- [(6-chloro-3- pyridinyl) methyl]-2-thiazolidinylidene] cyanamide 
(thiacloprid) (CAS No. 111988–49–9) (provided for in subheading 2934.10.10) Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1428. PYRIMETHANIL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.36 4,6-Dimethyl-N-phenyl-2-pyrimidinamine (pyrimethanil) (CAS No. 53112– 
28–0) (provided for in subheading 2933.59.15) ............................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1429. FORAMSULFURON. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.37 Foramsulfuron (Benzamide, 2-(((((4,6-dimethoxy-2-pyrimidinyl)amino) 
carbonyl)amino)sulfonyl)–4-(formylamino)- N,N-dimethyl-,) (CAS No. 
173159–57–4), in bulk or put up in forms or packaging for retail sale (pro-
vided for in subheading 2935.00.75 or 3808.30.15) ........................................... 2.6% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1430. FENAMIDONE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.38 (5S)–3,5-Dihydro-5- methyl-2-(methylthio)- 5-phenyl-3-(phenylamino)- 4H- 
imidazol-4-one (Fenamidone) (CAS No. 161326–34–7) (provided for in sub-
heading 2933.29.35) ...................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1431. CYCLANILIDE TECHNICAL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.39 1-(2,4-Dichloro-phenylaminocarbonyl)-cyclopropanecarboxylic acid 
(Cyclanilide) (CAS No. 113136–77–9) (provided for in subheading 2924.29.47) Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1432. PARA-BENZOQUINONE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.40 1,4-Benzoquinone (CAS No. 106–51–4) (provided for in subheading 
2914.69.90) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1433. O-ANISIDINE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.41 o-Anisidine (CAS No. 90–04–4) (provided for in subheading 2922.22.10) ........ Free No change No change On or be-
fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1434. 2,4-XYLIDINE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.43 2,4-Xylidine (CAS No. 95–68–1) (provided for in subheading 2921.49.10) ........ Free No change No change On or be-
fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1435. CROTONALDEHYDE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.44 Crotonaldehyde (2-butenaldehyde) (CAS No. 4170–30–3) (provided for in 
subheading 2912.19.50) ................................................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1436. BUTANEDIOIC ACID, DIMETHYL ESTER, POLYMER WITH 4-HYDROXY-2,2,6,6,-TETRAMETHYL-1-PIPERIDINEETHANOL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 
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‘‘ 9902.10.47 Butanedioic acid, dimethyl ester, polymer with 4-hydroxy-2,2,6,6,- 
tetramethyl-1-piperidineethanol (CAS No. 65447–77–0) (provided for in 
subheading 3907.99.00) ................................................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1437. MIXTURES OF CAS NOS. 106990-43-6 AND 65447-77-0. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.48 1,3,5-Triazine-2,4,6-triamine, N,N′′′-[1,2-ethanediylbis[[[4,6-bis[butyl 
(1,2,2,6,6-pentamethyl-4-piperidinyl)amino]-1,3,5-triazine-2-yl]imino]-3,1- 
propanediyl]]bis[N′,N′′-dibutyl-N′,N′′-bis(1,2,2,6,6-pentamethyl-4- 
piperidinyl)- (CAS No. 106990–43–6) and Butanedioic acid, dimethylester 
polymer with 4-hyroxy-2,2,6,6-tetramethyl-1-piperdine ethanol (CAS No. 
65447–77–0) (Provided for in subheading 3812.30.90) ...................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1438. MCPA. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.54 2-Ethylhexyl (4-chloro-2-methylphenoxy)acetate (CAS No. 29450–45–1) 
(provided for in subheading 2918.90.20) ........................................................ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1439. BRONATE ADVANCED. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.55 Formulations of 2,6-dibromo-4-cyanophenyl octanoate (CAS No. 1689–99– 
2), 2, 6-dibromo-4-cyanophenyl heptanoate (CAS No. 56634–95–8), and 2- 
ethylhexyl (4-chloro-2-methylphenoxy)acetate (CAS No. 29450–45–1) (pro-
vided for in subheading 3808.30.15) .............................................................. 2.8% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1440. BROMOXYNIL OCTANOATE TECH. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.56 2,6-dibromo-4-cyanophenyl octanoate (CAS No. 1689–99–2) (provided for in 
subheading 2926.90.25) ................................................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1441. BROMOXYNIL MEO. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.57 2,6-Dibromo-4-cyanophenyl octanoate/heptanoate (CAS Nos.1689–99–2 and 
56634–95–8) (provided for in subheading 3808.30.15) ...................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1442. HYDRAULIC CONTROL UNITS. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.62 Hydraulic control units designed for use in braking systems of hybrid 
motor vehicles of heading 8703 (provided for in subheading 9032.89.60) ....... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1443. SHIELD ASY-STEERING GEAR. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.63 Steering gear assemblies for single-pinion constant-ratio electronic 
power assisted steering systems rated at 80 amperes at 12V, the foregoing 
designed for use in hybrid motor vehicles of heading 8703 (provided for in 
subheading 8708.99.73) ................................................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1444. 2,4-DICHLOROANILINE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.64 2,4-Dichloroaniline (CAS No. 554–00–7) (provided for in subheading 
2921.42.18) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1445. 2-ACETYLBUTYROLACTONE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.65 2-Acetylbutyrolactone (CAS No. 517–23–7) (provided for in subheading 
2932.29.50) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:52 Nov 18, 2006 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00113 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 8634 E:\RECORDCX\T37X$J0E\H28JY6.REC H28JY6cc
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SEC. 1446. ALKYLKETONE. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.66 1-(4-Chlorophenyl)–4, 4-dimethyl-3-pentanone (CAS No. 66346–01–8) (pro-
vided for in subheading 2914.70.40) .............................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1447. CYFLUTHRIN (BAYTHROID). 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.67 Cyano(4-fluoro-3-phenoxyphenyl)methyl 3-(2,2-dichloroethenyl)–2,2- 
dimethylcyclopropanecarboxylate (Cyfluthrin, excluding β-Cyfluthrin) 
(CAS No. 68359–37–5) (provided for in subheading 2926.90.30) ....................... 3.5% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1448. BETA-CYFLUTHRIN. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.68 Reaction mixture comprising the enantiomeric pair (R)-α-cyano-4-fluoro- 
3-phenoxybenzyl (1S,3S)–3-(2,2-dichlorovinyl)–2,2- 
dimethylcyclopropanecarboxylate and (S)-α-cyano-4-fluoro-3- 
phenoxybenzyl (1R,3R)–3-(2,2-dichlorovinyl)–2,2- 
dimethylcyclopropanecarboxylate in ratio 1:2 with the enantiomeric pair 
(R)-α-cyano-4-fluoro-3-phenoxybenzyl (1S,3R)–3-(2,2-dichlorovinyl)–2,2- 
dimethylcyclopropanecarboxylate and (S)-α-cyano-4-fluoro-3- 
phenoxybenzyl (1R,3S)–3-(2,2-dichlorovinyl)–2,2- 
dimethylcyclopropanecarboxylate (β-Cyfluthrin) (CAS No. 68359–37–5) 
(provided for in subheading 2926.90.30) ........................................................ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1449. CYCLOPROPANE-1,1-DICARBOXYLIC ACID, DIMETHYL ESTER. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.69 Cyclopropane-1,1-dicarboxylic acid, dimethyl ester (CAS No. 6914–71–2) 
(provided for in subheading 2917.20.00) ........................................................ 1.8% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1450. SPIROXAMINE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.70 8-(1,1-Dimethylethyl)-N-ethyl-N-propyl-1,4-dioxaspiro[4,5]decane-2- 
methanamine (CAS 118134–30–8) (provided for in subheading 2932.99.90) ..... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1451. SPIROMESIFEN. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.71 3,3-Dimethylbutanoic acid, 2-oxo-3-(2,4,6-trimethylphenyl)–1- 
oxaspiro[4.4]non-3-en-yl ester (CAS 283594–90–1) (provided for in sub-
heading 2932.29.10) ...................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1452. 4-CHLOROBENZALDEHYDE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.72 4-Chlorobenzaldehyde (CAS No. 104–88–1) (provided for in subheading 
2913.00.40) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1453. OXADIAZON. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.73 5-tert-butyl-3-(2,4-dichloro-5-isopropoxyphenyl)–1,3,4-oxadiazol-2(3H)-one 
(Oxadiazon) (CAS No. 19666–30–9) (provided for in subheading 2934.99.11) ... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1454. NAHP. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.74 2-(1,1-Dimethylethyl)–5-hydroxypyrimidine, sodium salt (CAS No. 146237– 
62–9) (provided for in subheading 2933.59.70) ............................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1455. PHOSPHORUS THIOCHLORIDE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 
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‘‘ 9902.10.75 Phosphorus Thiochloride (CAS No. 3982–91–0) (provided for in subheading 
2851.00.00) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1456. TRIFLOXYSTROBIN. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.76. Methyl (E)-methoxyimino-{(E) -α-[1-(α,α,α-trifluoro-m-tolyl) 
ethylideneaminooxy] -o-tolyl}acetate (Trifloxystrobin) (CAS No. 141517– 
21–7) (provided for in subheading 2929.90.20) ............................................... 2.4% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1457. PHOSPHORIC ACID, LANTHANUM SALT, CERIUM TERBIUM-DOPED. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.77 Phosphoric acid, lanthanum salt, cerium terbium-doped (CAS No. 95823– 
34–0) (provided for in subheading 2846.90.80) ............................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1458. LUTETIUM OXIDE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.78 Lutetium oxide (CAS No. 12032–20–1) (provided for in subheading 
2846.90.80) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1459. ACM. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.79 (3-Acetoxy-3-cyanopropyl) methylphosphinic acid, butyl ester (CAS No. 
167004–78–6) (provided for in subheading 2931.00.90) ..................................... 0.7% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1460. PERMETHRIN. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.80 (3-Phenoxyphenyl)methyl 3-(2,2-dichloroethenyl)–2,2- 
dimethylcyclopropanecarboxylate (Permethrin) (CAS No. 52645–53–1) 
(provided for in subheading 2916.20.50) ........................................................ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1461. THIDIAZURON. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.81 N-Phenyl-N -(1,2,3-thiadiazol-5-yl)urea (Thidiazuron) CAS No. 51707–55–2), 
whether or not mixed with application adjuvants (provided for in sub-
heading 2934.99.15 or 3808.30.15) ................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1462. FLUTOLANIL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.82 N-[3-(1-Methylethoxy)phenyl]-2-(trifluoromethyl)benzamide (Flutolanil) 
(CAS No. 66332–96–5) (provided for in subheading 2924.29.47) ....................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1463. RESMETHRIN. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.83 [5-(Phenylmethyl)–3-furanyl]methyl 2,2-dimethyl-3-(2-methyl-1-propenyl) 
cyclopropanecarboxylate (Resmethrin) (CAS No. 10453–86–8) (provided for 
in subheading 2932.19.10) ............................................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1464. CLOTHIANIDIN. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.84 (E)–1-(2-Chloro-1,3-thiazol-5-ylmethyl)–3-methyl-2-nitroguanidine 
(Clothianidin) (CAS No. 210880–92–5) (provided for in subheading 
2934.10.90) .................................................................................................... 5.4% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1465. CERTAIN MASTER CYLINDER ASSEMBLES. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 
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‘‘ 9902.10.92 Master cylinder assemblies for braking systems, not incorporating a vac-
uum booster, the foregoing designed for use in hybrid motor vehicles of 
heading 8703 (provided for in subheading 8708.39.50) ................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1466. CERTAIN TRANSAXLES. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.93 Transaxles, each incorporating an integral electronic controller, the 
foregoing designed for use in hybrid motor vehicles of heading 8703 (pro-
vided for in subheading 8708.40.20) .............................................................. 1.5% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1467. CONVERTER ASY. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.94 Static converters capable of converting 300 V direct current to 12 V di-
rect current, designed for use in hybrid motor vehicles of heading 8703 
(provided for in subheading 8504.40.95) ........................................................ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1468. MODULE AND BRACKET ASY-POWER STEERING. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.95 Controllers for electronic power assisted steering systems, rated at 80 
amperes at 12 V, designed for use in hybrid motor vehicles of heading 
8703 (provided for in subheading 8537.10.90) ................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1469. UNIT ASY-BATTERY HI VOLT. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.96 Nickel metal-hydride storage batteries, exceeding 300 V, the foregoing 
designed for use in hybrid motor vehicles of heading 8703 (provided for in 
subheading 8507.80.80) ................................................................................. 2.8% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1470. CERTAIN ARTICLES OF NATURAL CORK. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.10.99 Articles of natural cork, not elsewhere specified or included (provided 
for in subheading 4503.90.60) ....................................................................... 6% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1471. GLYOXYLIC ACID. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.01 Glyoxylic acid (CAS No. 298–12–4) (provided for in subheading 2918.30.90) .. 1.6% No change No change On or be-
fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1472. CYCLOPENTANONE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.02 Cyclopentanone (CAS No. 120–92–3) (provided for in subheading 2914.29.50) Free No change No change On or be-
fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1473. MESOTRIONE TECHNICAL. 
(a) CALENDAR YEAR 2006.—Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.03 2-[4-(Methylsulfonyl)–2-nitrobenzoyl]-1,3-cyclohexanedione (Mesotrione) 
(CAS No. 104206–82–8) (provided for in subheading 2930.90.10) ..................... 6.04% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2006 ’’. 

(b) CALENDAR YEAR 2007.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Heading 9902.11.03, as added by subsection (a), is amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘6.04%’’ and inserting ‘‘6.08%’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘12/31/2006’’ and inserting ‘‘12/31/2007’’. 
(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on January 1, 2007. 
(c) CALENDAR YEARS 2008 AND 2009.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Heading 9902.11.03, as added by subsection (a) and amended by subsection (b), is further amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘6.08%’’ and inserting ‘‘6.11%’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘12/31/2007’’ and inserting ‘‘12/31/2009’’. 
(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on January 1, 2008. 

SEC. 1474. MALONIC ACID-DINITRILE 50% NMP. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 
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‘‘ 9902.11.04 50% solution of malononitrile in methyl-2-pyrrolidone solvent (CAS Nos. 
109–77–3 and 872–50–4) (provided for in subheading 3824.90.9190) ................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1475. FORMULATIONS OF NOA 446510. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.05 Formulations of NOA 446510 which include NOA 446510 Technical, 2-(4- 
chloro-phenyl) -N-[2-(3-methoxy-4-prop-2-ynyloxy-phenyl) ethyl]-2-prop- 
2-ynyloxyacetamide (CAS No. 374726–62–2) (provided for in subheading 
3808.20.15) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1476. DEMBB DISTILLED-ISO TANK. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.06 2-Bromo-1,3-diethyl-5-methylbenzene (CAS No. 314084–61–2) (DEMBB) 
(provided for in subheading 2903.69.80) ........................................................ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1477. METHYLIONONE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.10 3-Methyl-4-(2,6,6-trimethylcyclohex-2-enyl)but-3-en-2-one (Methylionone) 
(CAS No. 1335–46–2) (provided for in subheading 2914.23.00 .......................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1478. CERTAIN ACRYLIC FIBER TOW. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.11 Acrylic fiber tow (polyacrylonitrile tow) containing by weight a min-
imum of 92 percent acrylonitrile, not more than 0.1 percent zinc and 
from 4 to 8 percent water, imported in the form of from 1 to 12 sub-bun-
dles crimped together, each containing 24,000 filaments (plus or minus 
0.06 percent) and with average filament denier of 1.5 decitex (plus or 
minus 0.08 percent) (provided for in subheading 5501.30.00) ........................ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1479. CERTAIN ACRYLIC FIBER TOW. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.12 Acrylic fiber tow (polyacrylonitrile tow) containing by weight a min-
imum of 92 percent acrylonitrile, not more than 0.1 percent zinc and 
from 2 to 8 percent water, imported in the form of 6 sub-bundles crimped 
together, each containing 45,000 filaments (plus or minus 0.06 percent) 
and with average filament denier of either 1.48 decitex (plus or minus 0.08 
percent) or 1.32 decitex (plus or minus 0.09 percent) (provided for in sub-
heading 5501.30.00) ...................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1480. MKH 6561 ISOCYANATE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.13 2-(Carbomethoxy) benzenesulfonyl isocyanate (CAS No. 74222–95–0) (pro-
vided for in subheading 2930.90.29) .............................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1481. ENDOSULFAN. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.14 6,7,8,9,10,10- Hexachlorohexahydromethano-2,4,3-benzodioxathiepin-3- 
oxide (Endosulfan) (CAS No. 115–29–7) (provided for in subheading 
2920.90.50 or 3808.10.50) ................................................................................ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1482. TETRACONAZOLE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.15 1-[2-(2,4-dichlorophenyl)–3-(1,1,2,2-tetrafluoroethoxy)propyl]-1H-1,2,4-tri-
azole (Tetraconazole) (CAS No. 112281–77–3) (provided for in subheading 
2933.99.22) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1483. M-ALCOHOL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 
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‘‘ 9902.11.16 2-(2,4-Dichlorophenyl)–3-(1H-1,2,4-triazol-1-yl)propanol (CAS No. 112281– 
82–0) (provided for in subheading 2933.99.82) ............................................... 1% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1484. CERTAIN MACHINES FOR USE IN THE ASSEMBLY OF MOTORCYCLE WHEELS. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.17 Wheel spoke tightening machines (provided for in subheading 8479.89.98), 
for use with wheels of vehicles of heading 8711 .......................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1485. DELTAMETHRIN. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.26 (S)-α-Cyano-3-phenoxybenzyl (1R,3R)–3-(2,2-dibromovinyl)–2,2- 
dimethylcyclopropanecarboxylate (Deltamethrin) (CAS No. 52918–63–5) 
(provided for in subheading 2926.90.30) ........................................................ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1486. PALM FATTY ACID DISTILLATE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.32 Monocarboxylic fatty acids derived from palm oil (provided for in sub-
heading 3823.19.20) ...................................................................................... 1% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1487. 4-METHOXY-2-METHYLDIPHENYLAMINE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.35 4-Methoxy-2-methyldiphenylamine (CAS No. 41317–15–1) (provided for in 
subheading 2922.29.60) ................................................................................. 1.1% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1488. 2-METHYLHYDROQUINONE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.36 2-Methylhydroquinone (CAS No. 95–71–6) (provided for in subheading 
2907.29.90) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1489. 1-FLUORO-2-NITROBENZENE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.37 1-Fluoro-2-nitrobenzene (CAS No. 1493–27–2) (provided for in subheading 
2904.90.30) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1490. COSMETIC BAGS WITH A FLEXIBLE OUTER SURFACE OF REINFORCED OR LAMINATED POLYVINYL CHLORIDE (PVC). 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.43 Vanity cases that are of a soft sided construction, of reinforced or lami-
nated polyvinyl chloride plastics, and are of a kind normally carried in 
the pocket or in the handbag and used to contain and apply cosmetic 
preparations (provided for in subheading 4202.12.20) .................................. 13.3% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1491. MIXTURES OF METHYL 4-IODO-2-[3-(4-METHOXY-6-METHYL-1,3,5-TRIAZIN-2-YL)UREIDOSULFONYL]BENZOATE, SODIUM SALT (IODOSULFURON 
METHYL, SODIUM SALT). 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.44 Mixtures of methyl 4-iodo-2-[3-(4-methoxy-6-methyl-1,3,5- triazin-2-yl) 
ureidosulfonyl]benzoate, sodium salt (Iodosulfuron methyl, sodium salt) 
(CAS No. 144550–36–7) and application adjuvants (provided for in sub-
heading 3808.30.15) ...................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1492. ETHYL 4,5-DIHYDRO-5,5-DIPHENYL-1,2-OXAZOLE-3-CARBOXYLATE (ISOXADIFEN-ETHYL). 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.45 Ethyl 4,5-dihydro-5,5-diphenyl-1,2-oxazole-3-carboxylate (Isoxadifen- 
ethyl) (CAS No. 163520–33–0) (provided for in subheading 2934.99.39) ........... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1493. (5-CYCLOPROPYL-4-ISOXAZOLYL) [2-(METHYLSULFONYL) –4-(TRIFLUOROMETHYL) PHENYL] METHANONE (ISOXAFLUTOLE). 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 
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‘‘ 9902.11.46 (5-cyclopropyl-4-isoxazolyl) [2-(methylsulfonyl)–4-(trifluoromethyl) 
phenyl]methanone (Isoxaflutole) (CAS No. 141112–29–0) (provided for in 
subheading 2934.99.15) ................................................................................. 4.8% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1494. METHYL 2-[(4,6- DIMETHOXYPYRIMIDIN-2-YLCARBAMOYL) SULFAMOYL]-α-(METHANESULFONAMIDO) -P-TOLUATE (MESOSULFURON-METHYL) 
WHETHER OR NOT MIXED WITH APPLICATION ADJUVANTS. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.48 Methyl 2-[(4,6-dimethoxypyrimidin-2-ylcarbamoyl) sulfamoyl] -α- 
(methanesulfonamido) -p-toluate (Mesosulfuron-methyl) (CAS No. 
208465–21–8) whether or not mixed with application adjuvants (provided 
for in subheading 2935.00.75 or 3808.30.15) .................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1495. MIXTURES OF FORAMSULFURON AND IODOSULFURON-METHYL-SODIUM. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.49 Mixtures of N,N-dimethyl-2[3-(4,6-dimethoxypyrimidin-2-yl) 
ureidosulfonyl] -4-formylaminobenzamide (Foramsulfuron) (CAS No. 
173159–57–4), methyl 4-iodo-2-[3-(4-methoxy-6- methyl-1,3,5-triazin-2-yl) 
ureidosulfonyl]benzoate, sodium salt (Iodosulfuron-methyl-sodium) (CAS 
No. 144550–36–7) and application adjuvants (provided for in subheading 
3808.30.15) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1496. VULCUREN UPKA 1988. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.54 1,6-Bis(N,N’-dibenzylthiocarbamoyldithio)hexane (CAS No. 151900–44–6) 
(provided for in subheading 2930.20.20) ........................................................ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1497. VULLCANOX 41010 NA/LG. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.55 N-Isopropyl-N’-phenyl-p-phenylenediamine (CAS No. 101–72–4) (provided 
for in subheading 2921.51.50) ....................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1498. VULKAZON AFS/LG. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.56 Pentaerythritolbis(tetrahydrobenzaldehyde acetal) (CAS No. 6600–31–3) 
(provided for in subheading 2932.99.90) ........................................................ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1499. P-ANISALDEHYDE. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.57 P-Anisaldehyde (CAS No. 123–11–5) (Benzoldehyde, 4-methoxy-) (provided 
for in subheading 2912.49.10) ....................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1500. 1,2-PENTANEDIOL. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.60 1,2-Pentanediol (CAS No. 5343–92–0) (provided for in subheading 2905.39.90) Free No change No change On or be-
fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1501. AGRUMEX. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following: 

‘‘ 9902.11.62 o-tert-Butylcyclohexyl acetate, cis form (CAS No. 20298–69–9) (Agrumex) 
(Cyclohexanol, 2-(1,1-dimethyl-) (provided for in subheading 2915.39.45) .... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1502. COHEDUR RL. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.63 Mixtures of resorcinol (CAS No. 108–46–3), hexamethylolmelamine ether 
(CAS No. 3089–11–0) and dibutyl phthalate (CAS No. 84–74–2) (provided for 
in subheading 3824.90.28) ............................................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
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SEC. 1503. FORMULATIONS OF PROSULFURON. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.64 Mixtures of Prosulfuron (1-(4-methoxy-6-methyl-1,3,5-triazin-2-yl)–3-[2- 
(3,3,3-trifluoropropyl)-phenylsulfonyl]urea ) (CAS No. 94125–34–5) and ap-
plication adjuvants (provided for in subheading 3808.30.15) ........................ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1504. LEWATIT. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.71 Ion-exchange resins (cationic H form), consisting of copolymers of acryl-
ic acid and diethylene glycol divinyl ether (CAS No. 359785–58–3) (pro-
vided for in subheading 3914.00.60) .............................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1505. PARA-CHLOROPHENOL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.72 para-Chlorophenol (CAS No. 106–48–9) (provided for in subheading 
2908.10.60) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1506. CYPERMETHRIN. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.74 Cyano(3-phenoxyphenyl)methyl 3-(2,2-dichloroethenyl)–2,2- 
dimethylcyclopropanecarboxylate (Cypermethrin) (CAS No. 52315–07–8) 
(provided for in subheading 2926.90.30) ........................................................ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1507. ION-EXCHANGE RESIN POWDER. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.78 Ion-exchange resin powder comprised of a copolymer of methacrylic acid 
cross-linked with divinylbenzene, in the hydrogen ionic form, of a nomi-
nal partical size between 0.025mm and 0.150 mm, dried to less than 5% 
moisture (CAS No. 50602–21–6)(provided for in subheading 3914.00.60) ......... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1508. ION-EXCHANGE RESIN POWDER. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.79 Ion-exchange resin powder comprised of a copolymer of methacrylic acid 
cross-linked with divinylbenzene, in the potassium ionic form, of a nomi-
nal particle size between 0.025mm and 0.150 mm, dried to less than 10% 
moisture (CAS No. 65405–55–2) (provided for in subheading 3914.00.60) ........ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1509. DESMODUR E 14. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.80 1,2,3-Propanetriol, polymer with 2,4-diisocyanato-1-methylbenzene, 2- 
ethyl-2-(hydroxymethyl)–1,3-propanediol, methyloxirane and oxirane 
(CAS No. 127821–00–5) (provided for in subheading 3909.50.50) ..................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1510. DESMODUR VP LS 2253. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.82 Hexane, 1,6-diisocyanato-, homopolymer, 3,5-dimethyl-1H-pyrazole- 
blocked (CAS No. 163206–31–3) (provided for in subheading 3911.90.90) ........ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1511. DESMODUR R-E. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.83 4,4′, 4′′-TT Desmodur R-E in solvent (CAS No. 2422–91–5) in solvent (pro-
vided for in subheading 3824.90.28) .............................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1512. WALOCEL MW 3000 PFV. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 
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‘‘ 9902.11.84 Methyl hydroxyethyl cellulose products containing 30% or greater con-
tent of 2-hydroxyethyl methyl ether cellulose (‘‘MHEC’’ ) reaction prod-
ucts with glyoxal (CAS No. 68441–63–4) (provided for in subheading 
3912.39.00) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1513. TSME. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.85 ortho/para-Toluenesulfonic acid, methyl ester (TSME) (CAS Nos. 23373– 
38–8 and 80–48–8) (provided for in subheading 2904.10.32) ............................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1514. WALOCEL VP-M 20660. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.86 Methyl Hydroxyethyl Cellulose with a 77% or greater content of 2-hy-
droxyethyl methyl ether cellulose (CAS No. 9032–42–2) (provided for in 
subheading 3912.39.00) ................................................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1515. XAMA 2. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.87 Trimethylopropane tris(3-aziridinylpropanoate) (CAS No. 52234–82–9) 
(provided for in subheading 2933.99.97) ........................................................ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1516. XAMA 7. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.88 Polyfunctional aziridine (CAS No. 57116–45–7) (provided for in subheading 
2933.99.97) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1517. CERTAIN CASES FOR TOYS. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.90 Cases or containers (provided for in subheading 4202.92.90 and not includ-
ing goods described in heading 9902.01.81), specially shaped or fitted for, 
and with labeling, logo or other descriptive information on the exterior 
of the case or container indicating its intention to be used for, electronic 
drawing toys or electronic games of heading 9503 or 9504 .......................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1518. CERTAIN CASES FOR TOYS. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.91 Cases or containers (provided for in subheadings 4402.12.80 or 4202.92.90), 
having one or more molded plastic holders, clips or fasteners, for holding 
a doll or dolls, whether or not the case or container is also capable of 
holding other goods .................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1519. ANILINE 2.5-DISULFONIC ACID. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.92 Aniline 2,5- disulfonic acid (CAS No. 98–44–2) (1,4-Benzenedisnlfonic acid, 
2-amino-) (provided for in subheading 2921.42.90) ........................................ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1520. 1,4-BENZENEDICARBOXYLIC ACID, POLYMER WITH N,N′-BIS(2-AMINOETHYL)–1,2-ETHANEDIAMINE, CYCLIZED, METHOSULFATE. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.93 1,4-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, polymer With N,N′-Bis(2-aminoethyl)–1,2- 
ethanediamine, cyclized, methosulfate (CAS No. 68187–22–4) (provided for 
in subheading 3908.90.70) ............................................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1521. SULFUR BLUE 7. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 
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‘‘ 9902.11.94 4-[(4-Amino- 3-methylphenyl) amino]phenol, reaction products with so-
dium sulfide (Sulfur Blue 7) (CAS No. 1327–57–7) (provided for in sub-
heading 3204.19.50) ...................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1522. FORMALDEHYDE, REACTION PRODUCTS WITH 1,4-BENZENEDIOL AND M-PHENYLENEDIAMINE, SULFURIZED. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.95 Formaldehyde, reaction products with 1,4-benzenediol and m- 
phenylenediamine, sulfurized (CAS No. 110392–46–6) (provided for in sub-
heading 3204.19.50) ...................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1523. ISOCYANATOSULFONYL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.96 2-(Isocyanatosulfonyl)benzoic acid, ethyl ester (CAS No. 77375–79–2) (pro-
vided for in subheading 2930.90.29) .............................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1524. ISOCYANATOSULFONYL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.97 2-(Isocyanatosulfonyl)benzoic acid, methyl ester (CAS No. 74222–95–0) 
(provided for in subheading 2930.90.29) ........................................................ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1525. GEMIFLOXACIN, GEMIFLOXACIN MESYLATE, AND GEMIFLOXACIN MESYLATE SESQUIHYDRATE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.11.99 Gemifloxacin (CAS No. 175463–14–6); gemifloxacin mesylate (CAS No. 
210353–53–0 or 204519–65–3); and gemifloxacin mesylate sesquihydrate (CAS 
No. 210353–56–3 ) (the foregoing provided for in subheading 2933.99.46) ....... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1526. BUTRALIN. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.01 Butralin (CAS No. 33629-47-9) (Benzenamine, 4-(1,1-dimethylethyl)-N- (1- 
methylpropyl)-2,6-dintro-) (provided for in subheading 2921.43.90) ............. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1527. SPIRODICLOFEN. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.02 2,2-Dimethylbutanoic acid, 3-(2,4-dichlorophenyl)–2-oxo-1- 
oxaspiro(4.5)dec-3-en-4-yl ester (Spirodiclofen) (CAS No. 148477–71–8) (pro-
vided for in subheading 2932.29.10) .............................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1528. PROPAMOCARB HCL (PREVICUR). 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.03 Mixtures of propyl 3-(dimethylamino) propylcarbamate 
monohydrochloride (Propamocarb hydrochloride) (CAS No. 25606–41–1) 
and application adjuvants (provided for in subheading 3808.20.50) ............. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1529. DESMODUR IL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.04 Poly(toluene diisocyanate) (CAS No. 26006–20–2) dissolved in organic sol-
vents (provided for in subheading 3911.90.45) .............................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1530. CHLOROACETONE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.05 1-Chloro-2-propanone (CAS No. 78–95–5) (provided for in subheading 
2914.70.90) .................................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1531. IPN (ISOPHTHALONITRILE). 
(a) CALENDAR YEAR 2006.—Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 
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‘‘ 9902.12.06 1,3-Benzenedicarbonitrile (CAS No. 626–17–5) (provided for in subheading 
2926.90.48) .................................................................................................... 3.04% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2006 ’’. 

(b) CALENDAR YEAR 2007.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Heading 9902.12.06, as added by subsection (a), is amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘3.04%’’ and inserting ‘‘3.23%’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘On or before 12/31/2006’’ and inserting ‘‘On or before 12/31/2007’’. 
(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on January 1, 2007. 
(c) CALENDAR YEARS 2008 AND 2009.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Heading 9902.12.06, as added by subsection (a) and amended by subsection (b), is further amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘3.23%’’ and inserting ‘‘3.4%’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘On or before 12/31/2007’’ and inserting ‘‘On or before 12/31/2009’’. 
(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on January 1, 2008. 

SEC. 1532. NOA 446510 TECHNICAL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.07 4-Chloro-N- [2-[3-methoxy-4-(2-propynyloxy) phenyl]ethyl]-α-(2- 
propynyloxy)benzeneacetamide (Mandipropamid) (CAS No. 374726–62–2) 
(provided for in subheading 2924.29.47) ........................................................ 1.2% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1533. HEXYTHIAZOX TECHNICAL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.08 trans-5-(4-Chlorophenyl)-N-cyclohexyl-4-methyl-2-oxothiazolidine-3- 
carboxamide (Hexythiazox Technical) (CAS No. 78587–05–0) (provided for 
in subheading 2934.10.10) ............................................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1534. CRELAN (SELF-BLOCKED CYCLOALIPHATIC POLYURETDIONE). 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.10 2-Oxepanone polymer with 1,4-butanediol and 5-isocyanato-1- 
(isocyanatomethyl)–1,3,3-trimethylcyclohexane, 2-ethyl-1-hexanol- 
blocked (CAS No. 189020–69–7) (provided for in subheading 3909.50.50) ........ Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1535. ASPIRIN. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.11 o-Acetylsalicylic acid (aspirin) (CAS No. 50–78–2) (provided for in sub-
heading 2918.22.10) ...................................................................................... 3.0% No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1536. DESMODUR BL XP 2468. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.12 Copolymer of methyl ethyl ketoxime and toluenediisocyanate (CAS No. 
352462–03–4) (provided for in subheading 3911.90.45) ..................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1537. DESMODUR RF-E. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.17 Mixtures of tris(4-isocyanatophenyl)thiophosphate (CAS No. 4151–51–3) 
and ethyl acetate and monochlorobenzene as solvents (provided for in 
subheading 3824.90.28) ................................................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1538. DESMODUR HL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.18 Benzene, 1,3-diisocyanatomethyl-, polymer with 1,6-diisocyanatohexane 
(CAS No. 63368–95–6) dissolved in n-butyl acetate (provided for in sub-
heading 3911.90.45) ...................................................................................... Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1539. D-MANNOSE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.19 D-Mannose (CAS No. 3458–28–4) (provided for in subheading 2940.00.60) ...... Free No change No change On or be-
fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1540. CERTAIN CAMEL HAIR. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 
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‘‘ 9902.12.20 Camel hair, processed beyond the degreased or carbonized condition (pro-
vided for in subheading 5102.19.90) .............................................................. Free No change No change On or be-

fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1541. WASTE OF CAMEL HAIR. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.21 Waste of camel hair (provided for in subheading 5103.20.00) ....................... Free No change No change On or be-
fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1542. CERTAIN CAMEL HAIR. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.22 Camel hair carded or combed (provided for in subheading 5105.39.00) ........ Free No change No change On or be-
fore 12/31/ 
2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1543. WOVEN FABRIC OF VICUNA HAIR. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.23 Woven fabrics containing 85 percent or more by weight of vicuna hair (pro-
vided for in subheadings 5111.11.70, 5111.19.60, 5112.11.60, or 5112.19.95) ............. Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1544. CERTAIN CAMEL HAIR. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.24 Camel hair, not processed in any manner beyond the degreased or carbon-
ized condition (provided for in subheading 5102.19.20) ..................................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1545. NOILS OF CAMEL HAIR. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.25 Noils of camel hair (provided for in subheading 5103.10.00) ............................. Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1546. CHLOROACETIC ACID, ETHYL ESTER. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.33 Chloroacetic acid, ethyl ester (CAS No. 105–39–5) (provided for in subheading 
2915.40.50) ........................................................................................................ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1547. CHLOROACETIC ACID, SODIUM SALT. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.34 Chloroacetic acid, sodium salt (CAS No. 3926–62–3) (provided for in sub-
heading 2915.40.50) ........................................................................................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1548. LOW EXPANSION LABORATORY GLASS. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.12.39 Laboratory, hygienic, or pharmaceutical glassware, whether or not grad-

uated or calibrated, of low expansion borosilicate glass or alumino- 
borosilicate glass, having a linear coefficient of expansion not exceeding 3.3 
x 107 per Kelvin within a temperature range of 0 to 300° C (provided for in 
subheading 7017.20.00) ...................................................................................... 3.6% No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1549. STOPPERS, LIDS, AND OTHER CLOSURES. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.12.40 Stoppers, lids, and other closures of low expansion borosilicate glass or 

alumino-borosilicate glass, having a linear coefficient of expansion not ex-
ceeding 3.3 x 107 per Kelvin within a temperature range of 0 to 300° C, pro-
duced by automatic machine (provided for in subheading 7010.20.20) or pro-
duced by hand (provided for in subheading 7010.20.30) .................................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1550. PIGMENT YELLOW 213. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.41 1,4-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, 2-[[2-oxo-1-[[1,2,3,4-tetrahydro-7-methoxy-2,3- 
dioxo-6-quinoxalinyl) amino]carbonyl] propyl]azo]-, dimethyl ester (Pig-
ment Yellow 213) (CAS No. 220198–21–0) (provided for in subheading 
3204.17.60) ........................................................................................................ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1551. INDOXACARB. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.12.42 (4aS) -7-Chloro-2, 5-dihydro-2- [[(methoxycarbonyl)[4-(trifluoromethoxy) 

phenyl] amino] carbonyl]-indeno [1,2-e][1,3,4] oxadiazine-4a (3H)-carboxylic 
acid methyl ester (CAS No. 173584–44–6) (provided for in subheading 
2934.99.16) ........................................................................................................ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1552. DIMETHYL CARBONATE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.12.43 Dimethyl carbonate (CAS No. 616–38–6) (provided for in subheading 

2920.90.50) ........................................................................................................ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1553. 5-CHLORO-1-INDANONE (EK179). 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 
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‘‘ 
9902.12.44 5-Chloro-1-indanone (CAS No. 42348–86–7) (provided for in subheading 

2914.39.90) ........................................................................................................ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1554. MIXTURES OF FAMOXADONE AND CYMOXANIL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.12.45 Mixtures of 5-methyl-5-(4-phenoxyphenyl)–3-(phenylamino)–2,4- 

oxazolidinedione] (famoxadone) (CAS No. 131807–57–3), 2-cyano-N- 
[(ethylamino)carbonyl]-2-(methoxyimino)acetamide (Cymoxanil) (CAS No. 
57966–95–7) and application adjuvants (provided for in subheading 3808.20.15) Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1555. DECANEDIOIC ACID, BIS(2,2,6,6-TETRAMETHYL-4-PIPERIDINYL) ESTER. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.12.47 Decanedioic acid, bis(2,2,6,6-tetramethyl-4-piperidinyl) ester (CAS No. 52829– 

07–9) (provided for in subheading 2933.39.91) .................................................... Free No change No change On or Before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1556. ACID BLUE 80. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.49 Acid Blue 80 (CAS No. 4474–24–2) (provided for in subheading 3204.12.50) ........ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1557. PIGMENT BROWN 25. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.50 Pigment Brown 25 (CAS No. 6992–11–6) (provided for in subheading 3204.17.04) Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1558. FORMULATIONS OF AZOXYSTROBIN. 
(a) CALENDAR YEAR 2006.—Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.51 Mixtures of benzeneacetic acid, (α E)- 2-[[6-(2-cyanophenoxy) –4- 
pyrimidinyl] oxy]-α- (methoxymethylene)-, methyl ester (Azoxystrobin) 
(CAS No. 131860–33–8) and application adjuvants (provided for in subheading 
3808.20.15) ........................................................................................................ 6.14% No change No change On or before 12/31/2006 ’’. 

(b) CALENDAR YEAR 2007.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Heading 9902.12.51, as 

added by subsection (a), is amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘6.14%’’ and inserting 

‘‘6.15%’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘On or before 12/31/2006’’ 

and inserting ‘‘On or before 12/31/2007’’. 
(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on 
January 1, 2007. 

(c) CALENDAR YEARS 2008 AND 2009.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Heading 9902.12.51, as 

added by subsection (a) and amended by sub-
section (b), is further amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘6.15%’’ and inserting 
‘‘6.17%’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘On or before 12/31/2007’’ 
and inserting ‘‘On or before 12/31/2009’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on 
January 1, 2008. 

SEC. 1559. FORMULATIONS OF PINOXADEN/ 
CLOQUINTOCET. 

(a) CALENDAR YEARS 2006 AND 2007.—Sub-
chapter II of chapter 99 is amended by insert-
ing in numerical sequence the following new 
heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.52 Mixtures of 8(2,6-diethyl-p-tolyl)–1,2,4,5-tetrahydro-7-oxo-7H-pyrazolo[[1,2- 
d][1,4,5] oxadiazepin-9-yl 2,2-dimethylpropionate (Pinoxaden) (CAS No. 
243973–20–8), acetic acid, [5-chloro-8-quinolinyl]oxy]-, 1-methylhexyl ester 
(Cloquintocet) (CAS No. 99607–70–2) and application adjuvants (provided for 
in subheading 3808.30.15) ................................................................................. Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2007 ’’. 

(b) CALENDAR YEARS 2008 AND 2009.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Heading 9902.12.52, as 

added by subsection (a), is further amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Free’’ and inserting 

‘‘1.74%’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘On or before 12/31/2007’’ 
and inserting ‘‘On or before 12/31/2009’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on 
January 1, 2008. 

SEC. 1560. MIXTURES OF DIFENOCONAZOLE/ 
MEFENOXAM. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by 
inserting in numerical sequence the fol-
lowing new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.53 Mixtures of 1H-1,2,4-triazole, 1-((2-chlorophenoxy)phenyl)–4-methyl-1,3- 
dioxolan-2-yl)methyl)- (Difenoconazole) (CAS No. 119446–68–3), (R,S)–2-((2,6- 
dimethylphenyl) methoxyacetylamino) propionic acid, methyl ester 
(Mefenoxam) (CAS Nos. 70630–17–0, and 69516–34–3) and application adjuvants 
(provided for in subheading 3808.20.15) ............................................................ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1561. FLUDIOXINIL TECHNICAL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.54 1H-Pyrrole-3-carbonitrile, 4-(2,2-difluoro-1,3-benzodioxol-4-yl)- (fludioxinil) 
(CAS No. 131341–86–1) (provided for in subheading 2934.99.12) .......................... 1.6% No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1562. MIXTURES OF CLODINAFOP-PROPARGYL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.55 Mixtures of propionic acid, 2-(4-((5-chloro-3-fluoro-2-pyridynyl)oxy)phenoxy- 
2-propynyl ester, (clodinafop-propargyl) (CAS No. 105512–06–9) (provided for 
in subheading 3808.30.15) ................................................................................. 1.7% No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1563. AVERMECTIN B, 1,4″-DEOXY-4″-METHYLAMINO-, (4″R)-, BENZOATE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.56 Avermectin B, 1,4″-deoxy-4″-methylamino-, (4″R)-, benzoate (CAS No. 155569– 
91–8) (provided for in subheading 3824.90.91 or 2932.29.50) ................................ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1564. CLOQUINTOCET-MEXYL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.57 Acetic acid, 5-chloro-8-quinolinoxy-, 1-methylhexyl ester (Cloquintocet- 
mexyl) (CAS No. 99607–70–2) (provided for in subheading 2933.49.30) ............... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 
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SEC. 1565. METALAXYL-M TECHNICAL. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.58 (R,S)–2-((2,6-Dimethylphenyl) methoxyacetylamino) propionic acid, methyl 
ester (Metalaxyl-M and L-Metalaxylfenoxam) (CAS Nos. 70630–17–0 and 
69516–34–3) (provided for in subheading 2924.29.47) ........................................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1566. CYPROCONAZOLE TECHNICAL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.59 [α-(4-Chlorophenyl)-α-(1-cyclopropylethyl)–1H-1–1,2,4-triazole-1-ethanol 
(Cyproconazole) (CAS No. 94361–06–5) (provided for in subheading 2934.99.12) Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1567. PINOXADEN TECHNICAL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.60 8-(2,6-Diethyl-4-methylphenyl)–1,2,4,5-tetrahydro-7-oxo-7H-pyrazolo[1,2- 
d][1,4,5]oxadiazepin-9-yl 2,2-dimethylpropanoate (Pinoxaden) (CAS No. 
243973–20–8) (provided for in subheading 2934.99.15) ......................................... 1.8% No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1568. MIXTURES OF TRALKOXYDIM. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.12.61 Mixtures of 2-[1-(ethoxyimino)propyl]-3-hydroxy-5-(2,4,6-trimethylphenyl)– 
2-cyclohexen-1-one (Tralkoxydim) (CAS No. 87820–88–0) as the active ingre-
dient and application adjuvants (provided for in subheading 3808.30.15) ......... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1569. CERTAIN CHEMICALS. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new headings: 

‘‘ 
9902.12.72 Mixtures of zinc dialkyldithiophosphate (CAS No. 6990–43–8) with an elas-

tomer binder of ethylene-propylene-diene monomer and ethyl vinyl acetate, 
dispersing agents and silica (provided for in subheading 3812.10.50) ............... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 

9902.12.73 Mixtures of dithiocarbamate, thiazole, thiuram and thiourea with an elas-
tomer binder of ethylene-propylene-diene monomer and ethyl vinyl acetate, 
and dispersing agents (provided for in subheading 3812.10.50) ......................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 

9902.12.74 Mixtures of caprolactam disulfide (CAS No. 23847–08–7) with an elastomer 
binder of ethylene-propylene-diene monomer and ethyl vinyl acetate, and 
dispersing agents (provided for in subheading 3812.10.50) ................................ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 

9902.12.75 Mixtures of N′-(3,4-dichloro-phenyl)-N,N-dimethylurea (CAS No. 330–54–1) 
with acrylate rubber (provided for in subheading 3812.10.50) .......................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 

9902.12.76 Mixtures of zinc dicyanato diamine (CAS No. 122012–52–6) with an elastomer 
binder of ethylene-propylene-diene monomer and ethyl vinyl acetate, and 
dispersing agents (provided for in subheading 3812.10.50) ................................ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 

9902.12.77 4,8-Dicyclohexyl -6–2,10-dimethyl -12H-dibenzo [d,g][1,3,2] dioxaphosphocin 
(CAS No. 73912–21–7) (provided for in subheading 2920.90.50) ........................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 

9902.12.78 Mixtures of benzenesulfonic acid, dodecyl-, with 2-aminoethanol (CAS No. 
26836–07–7) and Poly (oxy-1,2-ethanediyl), α-[1-oxo-9- octadecenyl]-w-hy-
droxy-, (9Z) (CAS No. 9004–96–0) (provided for in subheading 3402.90.50) .......... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 

9902.12.79 1,3-Dihydro-3,3-bis (4-hydroxy-m-tolyl)-2H-indol-2-one (CAS No. 47465–97–4) 
(provided for in subheading 2933.79.08) ............................................................ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1570. MIXTURES OF (≤ )–(CIS AND TRANS)–1-[[2-(2,4-DICHLOROPHENYL)–4-PROPYL-1,3-DIOXOLAN-2-YL]-METHYL]-1H-1,2,4-TRIAZOLE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.12.80 Mixtures of ( ± )–(cis and trans)–1-[[2-(2,4-Dichlorophenyl)–4-propyl-1,3- 

dioxolan-2-yl]-methyl]-1H-1,2,4-triazole (CAS No. 60207–90–1) and application 
adjuvants (provided for in subheading 3808.20.15) ........................................... 1.1% No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by striking heading 9902.32.04. 
SEC. 1571. PARAQUAT DICHLORIDE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.13.06 Paraquat dichloride (1,1’dimethyl-4,4’-bipyridinium dichloride) (CAS No. 
1910–42–5) (provided for in subheading 2933.39.23) ............................................ 3.59% No change No change On or before 12/31/2006 ’’. 

(b) CALENDAR YEAR 2007.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Heading 9902.13.06, as 

added by subsection (a), is amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘3.59%’’ and inserting 

‘‘4.02%’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘On or before 12/31/2006’’ 

and inserting ‘‘On or before 12/31/2007’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on 
January 1, 2007. 

(c) CALENDAR YEARS 2008 AND 2009.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Heading 9902.13.06, as 

added by subsection (a) and amended by sub-
section (b), is further amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘4.02%’’ and inserting 
‘‘4.41%’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘On or before 12/31/2007’’ 
and inserting ‘‘On or before 12/31/2009’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on 
January 1, 2008. 
SEC. 1572. CERTAIN BASKETBALLS. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by 
inserting in numerical sequence the fol-
lowing new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.07 Basketballs, having an external surface other than leather, rubber, or syn-

thetic (provided for in subheading 9506.62.80) ................................................. 0.9% No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1573. CERTAIN LEATHER BASKETBALLS. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.08 Leather basketballs (provided for in subheading 9506.62.80) ........................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1574. CERTAIN RUBBER BASKETBALLS. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 
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‘‘ 
9902.13.09 Rubber basketballs (provided for in subheading 9506.62.80) ............................. 1.5% No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1575. CERTAIN VOLLEYBALLS. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.10 Volleyballs (provided for in subheading 9506.62.80) ......................................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1576. 4-CHLORO-3-[[3-(4-METHOXYPHENYL)–1,3-DIOXOPROPYL]-AMINO]-DODECYL ESTER. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.13.11 4-Chloro-3-[[3-(4-methoxyphenyl)–1,3-dioxopropyl]-amino]-dodecyl ester 
(CAS No. 33942–96–0) (provided for in subheading 2924.29.71) ........................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1577. LINURON. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.13.24 3-(3,4-Dichlorophenyl)–1-methoxy-1-methylurea (CAS No. 330–55–2) (Linuron) 
(provided for in subheading 2924.21.16) ............................................................ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1578. N,N-DIMETHYLPIPERIDINIUM CHLORIDE (MEPIQUAT CHLORIDE). 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.13.25 N,N-Dimethylpiperidinium chloride (Mepiquat chloride) (CAS No. 24307–26– 
4) (provided for in subheading 2933.39.25) ........................................................ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1579. DIURON. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.13.26 Formulations of 3-(3,4-dichlorophenyl)–1,1-dimethylurea (CAS No. 330–54–1) 
(Diuron) and application adjuvants (provided for in subheading 3808.30.15) ... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1580. FORMULATED PRODUCT KROVAR I DF. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.13.27 Formulations containing 5-bromo-3-sec-butyl-6-methyluracil (Bromacil) 
(CAS No. 314–40–9), 3-(3,4-Dichlorophenyl)–1,1-dimethylurea (Diuron) (CAS 
No. 330–54–1), and application adjuvants (provided for in subheading 
3808.30.15) ........................................................................................................ 2.5% No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1581. TRIASULFURON TECHNICAL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.28 3-(6-Methoxy-4-methyl-1,3,5-triazin-2-yl)–1-[2-(2-chloroethoxy) 

phenylsulfonyl]urea (Triasulfuron) (CAS No. 82097–50–5) (provided for in sub-
heading 2935.00.75) ........................................................................................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1582. BRODIFACOUM TECHNICAL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.29 3-[3-(4’-Bromo[1,1’-biphenyl]-4-yl)–1,2,3,4-tetrahydro-1-naphthalenyl]-4-hy-

droxy-2H-1-benzopyran- 2-one (Brodifacoum) (CAS No. 56073–10–0) (provided 
for in subheading 2932.29.10) ............................................................................ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1583. PYMETROZINE TECHNICAL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.30 1,2,4-Triazin-3(2H)-one, 4,5-dihydro-6-methyl-4-[(3- 

pyridinylmethylene)amino]- (Pymetrozine) (CAS No. 123312–89–0) (provided 
for in subheading 2933.69.60) ............................................................................ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1584. FORMULATIONS OF THIAMETHOXAM, DIFENOCONAZOLE, FLUDIOXINIL, AND MEFENOXAM. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.31 Formulations of 3-[(2-chloro-5-thiazolyl)methyl]tetrahydro-5-methyl-N- 

nitro-1,3,5-oxadiazin-4-imine) (Thiamethoxam) (CAS No. 153719–23–4 ); 1H- 
1,2,4-triazole, 1-[[2-[2-chloro-4-(4-chlorophenoxy)phenyl]-4-methyl- 1,3- 
dioxolan-2-yl]methyl]- (Difenoconazole) (CAS No. 119446–68–3); 1H-Pyrrole-3- 
carbonitrile, 4-(2,2-difluoro-1,3-benzodioxol-4-yl)- (Fludioxinil) (CAS No. 
131341–86–1); and (R,S)–2-[(2,6-dimethylphenylmethoxy)acetylamino]-propi-
onic acid methyl ester (Mefenoxam) (CAS Nos. 70630–17–0 and 69516–34–3) 
(provided for in subheading 3808.20.15) ............................................................ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1585. TRIFLOXYSULFURON-SODIUM TECHNICAL. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.32 N-[[(4,6-Dimethoxy-2-pyrimidinyl)amino]carbonyl]-3-(2,2,2-trifluoroethoxy)– 

2-pyridinesulfonamide monosodium salt (CAS No. 199119–58–9) 
(trifloxysulfuron-sodium) (provided for in subheading 2935.00.75) ................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1586. 2 BENZYLTHIO-3-ETHYL SULFONYL PYRIDINE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.13.41 2-Benzylthio-3-ethyl sulfonyl pyridine (CAS No. 175729–82–5) (provided for in 
subheading 2933.39.61) ...................................................................................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1587. 2-AMINO-4-METHOXY-6-METHYL-1,3,5-TRIAZINE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.42 2-Amino-4-methoxy-6-methyl-1,3,5-triazine (CAS No. 1668–54–8) (provided for 

in subheading 2933.69.60) ................................................................................. Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 
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SEC. 1588. FORMULATED PRODUCTS CONTAINING MIXTURES OF THE ACTIVE INGREDIENT 2-CHLORO-N-[[(4-METHOXY-6-METHYL-1,3,5-TRIAZIN-2YL) 

AMINO]CARBONYL] BENZENESULFONAMIDE AND APPLICATION ADJUVANTS. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.43 Formulated products containing mixtures of the active ingredient 2-chloro- 

N-[[(4-methoxy-6-methyl-1,3,5-triazin-2yl) amino]carbonyl] 
benzenesulfonamide and application adjuvants (Chlorosulfuon) (CAS No. 
64902–72–3) (provided for in subheading 3808.30.15) ........................................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1589. 2-METHYL-4-METHOXY-6-METHYLAMINO-1,3,5-TRIAZINE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.44 2-Methyl-4-methoxy-6-methylamino-1,3,5-triazine (CAS No. 5248–39–5) (pro-

vided for in subheading 2933.69.60) .................................................................. Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1590. MIXTURES OF SODIUM-2-CHLORO-6-[(4,6 DIMETHOXYPYRIMIDIN-2-YL)THIO]BENZOATE AND APPLICATION ADJUVANTS (PYRITHIOBAC-SODIUM). 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.45 Mixtures of sodium-2-chloro-6-[(4,6 dimethoxypyrimidin-2-yl)thio]benzoate 

(CAS No. 123343–16–8) and application adjuvants (Pyrithiobac-sodium) (pro-
vided for in subheading 3808.30.15) .................................................................. 3.5% No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1591. CERTAIN DECORATIVE PLATES, DECORATIVE SCULPTURES, DECORATIVE PLAQUES, AND ARCHITECTURAL MINIATURES. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.13.46 Decorative plates, whether or not with decorative rim or attached sculp-
ture; decorative sculptures, each with plate or plaque attached, and decora-
tive plaques each not over 7.65 cm in thickness; architectural miniatures, 
whether or not put up in sets; all the foregoing of resin materials and con-
taining agglomerated stone, put up for mail order retail sale, whether for 
wall or tabletop display and each weighing not over 1.36 kg together with 
their retail packaging (provided for in subheading 3926.40.00). ....................... Free No change No change 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1592. CERTAIN MUSIC BOXES. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.13.47 Music boxes with mechanical musical movements, presented in the imme-
diate packaging for shipment to the ultimate purchaser, and each weighing 
not over 6 kg together with retail packaging (provided for in subheading 
9208.10.00) ........................................................................................................ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1593. 2-METHYL-4-CHLOROPHENOXYACETIC ACID. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.60 2-Methyl-4-chlorophenoxyacetic acid (CAS No. 94–74–6) (provided for in sub-

heading 2918.90.20) ........................................................................................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1594. PHENMEDIPHAM. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.13.76 3-Methylcarbonylaminophenyl-3-methyl-carbanilate (Phenmedipham) (CAS 
No. 13684–63–4) in bulk or mixed with application adjuvants (provided for in 
subheadings 2924.29.47 and 3808.30.15) .............................................................. Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1595. DESMEDIPHAM. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.13.77 3-Ethoxycarbonylaminophenyl-N-phenylcarbamate (Desmedipham) (CAS 
No. 13684–56–5) in bulk or mixed with application adjuvants (provided for in 
subheadings 2924.29.43 and 3808.30.15) .............................................................. Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1596. CERTAIN FOOTWEAR WITH OPEN TOES OR HEELS. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.78 Footwear with outer soles of rubber or plastics and uppers of vegetable fi-

bers, with open toes or open heels, other than house slippers (provided for 
in subheading 6404.19.25) ................................................................................. Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1597. CERTAIN WORK FOOTWEAR. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.85 House slippers with outer soles of rubber, plastics, leather or composition 

leather and uppers of leather, valued not over $2.50/pair (provided for in sub-
heading 6403.99.75); Sports footwear; tennis shoes, basketball shoes, gym 
shoes, training shoes and the like, all the foregoing with outer soles of rub-
ber or plastics and uppers of textile materials for women (provided for in 
subheading 6404.11.20) ...................................................................................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1598. CERTAIN REFRACTING AND REFLECTING TELESCOPES. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.13.86 Refracting telescopes with 50 mm or smaller objective lenses and reflecting 
telescopes with 76 mm or smaller mirrors, and parts and accessories thereof 
(provided for in subheading 9005.80.40 or 9005.90.80) ......................................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1600. CERTAIN WORK FOOTWEAR. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.90 Welt footwear with outer soles of rubber, plastics, leather or composition 

leather and uppers of pigskin, incorporating a protective metal toe-cap 
(provided for in subheading 6403.40.30) ............................................................ Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6149 July 28, 2006 
SEC. 1601. CERTAIN FOOTWEAR FOR MEN. 

Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.91 Other footwear with uppers of vegetable fibers, for men (provided for in sub-

heading 6405.20.30) ........................................................................................... 4.5% No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1602. CERTAIN RUBBER OR PLASTIC FOOTWEAR. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 
9902.13.92 Other footwear with uppers of vegetable fibers, other than such footwear 

for men or women (provided for in subheading 6405.20.30) .............................. 6.5% No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1604. ZINC DIMETHYLDITHIOCARBAMATE. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.13.97 Zinc dimethyldithiocarbamate (Ziram) (CAS No. 137–30–4) (provided for in 
subheading 3808.20.28) ...................................................................................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1605. CERTAIN LIQUID CRYSTAL DEVICE (LCD) PANEL ASSEMBLIES. 
Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.85.21 Liquid Crystal Device (LCD) panel assemblies for use in LCD direct view 
televisions (provided for in subheading 9013.80.90) .......................................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2009 ’’. 

SEC. 1606. CERTAIN WATERTUBE BOILERS AND REACTOR VESSEL HEADS. 
(a) WATERTUBE BOILERS.—Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.84.01 Watertube boilers with a steam production exceeding 45 t per hour, for use 
in nuclear facilities entered after 12/31/2008 and on or before 12/31/2010 if the 
contract for the purchase of such watertube boilers was entered into on or 
before 7/31/2006 (provided for in subheading 8402.11.00) .................................... Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2010 ’’. 

(b) REACTOR VESSEL HEADS.—Subchapter II of chapter 99 is amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following new heading: 

‘‘ 9902.84.04 Reactor vessel heads and pressurizers for nuclear reactors entered after 12/ 
31/2008 and on or before 12/31/2010 if the contract for the purchase of such 
heads and pressurizers was entered into on or before 7/31/2006 (provided for 
in subheading 8401.40.00) ................................................................................. Free No change No change On or before 12/31/2010 ’’. 

CHAPTER 2—EXISTING DUTY 
SUSPENSIONS AND REDUCTIONS 

SEC. 1611. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN EXISTING 
DUTY SUSPENSIONS AND REDUC-
TIONS. 

(a) EXISTING DUTY SUSPENSIONS AND RE-
DUCTION.—Each of the following headings is 
amended by striking the date in the effective 
period column and inserting ‘‘12/31/2009’’: 

(1) Heading 9902.39.08 (relating to 
ORGASOL polyamide powders). 

(2) Heading 9902.30.90 (relating to 3-amino- 
2′-(sulfato-ethyl sulfonyl) ethyl benzamide). 

(3) Heading 9902.32.91 (relating to MUB 738 
INT). 

(4) Heading 9902.30.31 (relating to 5-amino- 
N-(2-hydroxyethyl)–2,3-xylenesulfonamide). 

(5) Heading 9902.01.83 (relating to 
Ethoprop). 

(6) Heading 9902.01.73 (relating to Fosetyl- 
Al). 

(7) Heading 9902.03.38 (relating to 
Flufenacet (FOE hydroxy)). 

(8) Heading 9902.02.02 (relating to 
Methidathion Technical). 

(9) Heading 9902.02.12 (relating to 
difenoconazole). 

(10) Heading 9902.02.09 (relating to Lambda- 
Cyhalothrin). 

(11) Heading 9902.02.08 (relating to 
cyprodinil). 

(12) Heading 9902.02.04 (relating to Wakil 
XL). 

(13) Heading 9902.02.06 (relating to 
Azoxystrobin Technical). 

(14) Heading 9902.02.05 (relating to 
mucochloric acid). 

(15) Heading 9902.03.06 (relating to high te-
nacity multiple (folded) or cabled yarn of 
viscose rayon). 

(16) Heading 9902.05.07 (relating to high te-
nacity single yarn of viscose rayon with a 
decitex equal to or greater than 1,000). 

(17) Heading 9902.38.31 (relating to 
Vulkalent E/C). 

(18) Heading 9902.01.71 (relating to 
hexanedioic acid, polymer with 1,3- 
benzenedimethanamine). 

(19) Heading 9902.29.93 (relating to 
Trinexapac-ethyl). 

(20) Heading 9902.38.52 (relating to formula-
tions of triasulfuron). 

(21) Heading 9902.39.30 (relating to certain 
ion-exchange resins). 

(22) Heading 9902.32.82 (relating to 2,6 
Dichlorotoluene). 

(23) Heading 9902.02.33 (relating to Ion ex-
change resin comprising a compolymer of 
styrene crosslinked with ethenylbenzene, 
aminophosphonic acid sodium form). 

(24) Heading 9902.02.32 (relating toIon ex-
change resin comprising a copolymer of sty-
rene crosslinked with divinylbenzene, 
iminodiacetic acid, sodium form)). 

(25) Heading 9902.01.78 (relating to certain 
bags for toys). 

(26) Heading 9902.01.81 (relating to cases for 
certain children’s products). 

(27) Heading 9902.01.80 (relating to certain 
children’s products). 

(28) Heading 9902.29.34 (relating to certain 
light absorbing photo dyes). 

(29) Heading 9902.85.04 (relating to certain 
R-core transformers). 

(30) Heading 9902.03.04 (relating to reduced 
vat blue 43). 

(31) Heading 9902.03.03 (relating to sulfur 
black 1). 

(32) Heading 9902.01.22 (relating to DMSIP). 
(33) Heading 9902.29.35 (relating to 2-(Me-

thoxycarbonyl)benzylsulfonamide). 
(34) Heading 9902.02.52 (relating to 

Imidacloprid pesticides). 
(35) Heading 9902.38.15 (relating to Baytron 

C-R). 
(36) Heading 9902.29.87 (relating to 3,4- 

Ethylenedioxythiophene). 
(37) Heading 9902.01.90 (relating to certain 

filament yarns). 
(38) Heading 9902.01.91 (relating to certain 

filament yarns). 
(39) Heading 9902.71.08 (relating to certain 

semi-manufactured forms of gold). 
(40) Heading 9902.04.10 (relating to Crotonic 

Acid). 
(41) Heading 9902.04.09 (relating to 3,6,9- 

Trioxaundecanedioic acid). 

(42) Heading 9902.02.51 (relating to benzoic 
acid, 2-amino-4-[[(2,5- 
dichlorophenyl)amino]carbonyl]-, methyl 
ester). 

(43) Heading 9902.32.73 (relating to Solvent 
blue 124). 

(44) Heading 9902.32.55 (relating to Methyl 
thioglycolate (MTG)). 

(45) Heading 9902.01.48 (relating to Ethyl 
pyruvate). 

(46) Heading 9902.04.11 (relating to 1,3- 
Benzenedicarboxamide, N, N′-Bis (2,2,6,6- 
tetramethyl-4-piperidinyl)-). 

(47) Heading 9902.04.07 (relating to reaction 
products of phosphorus trichloride with 1,1′- 
biphenyl and 2,4-bis(1,1- 
dimethylethyl)phenol). 

(48) Heading 9902.04.05 (relating to prepara-
tions based on ethanediamide, N-(2- 
ethoxyphenyl)-N′-(4-isodecylphenyl)-). 

(49) Heading 9902.04.06 (relating to 1-Acetyl- 
4-(3-dodecyl-2,5-dioxo-1-pyrrolidinyl)–2,2,6,6- 
tetramethylpiperidine). 

(50) Heading 9902.04.12 (relating to 3- 
Dodecyl-1-(2,2,6,6-tetramethyl-4-piperidinyl)– 
2,5-pyrrolidinedione). 

(51) Heading 9902.29.70 (relating to 
Tetraacetylethylenediamine). 

(52) Heading 9902.34.01 (relating to sodium 
petroleum sulfonate). 

(53) Heading 9902.02.75 (relating to esters 
and sodium esters of parahydroxybenzoic 
acid). 

(54) Heading 9902.30.16 (relating to Diclofop 
methyl). 

(55) Heading 9902.33.61 (relating to ((3- 
((Dimethylamino)carbonyl)–2- 
pyridinyl)sulfonyl) carbamic acid, phenyl 
ester). 

(56) Heading 9902.01.45 (relating to 
Esfenvalerate). 

(57) Heading 9902.05.01 (relating to Methyl 
2-[[[[[4-(dimethylamino)–6- (2,2,2- 
trifluoroethoxy)-1,3,5-triazin-2-yl]- 
amino]carbonyl]amino]sulfonyl]-3- 
methylbenzoate and application adjuvants). 

(58) Heading 9902.01.44 (relating to Benzyl 
carbazate). 
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(59) Heading 9902.05.14 (relating to 

Pyromellitic Dianhydride). 
(60) Heading 9902.05.13 (relating to 4,4’- 

Oxydiphthalic Anhydride). 
(61) Heading 9902.05.12 (relating to 4,4’- 

Oxydianiline). 
(62) Heading 9902.05.11 (relating to 3,3’,4,4’- 

Biphenyltetracarboxylic Dianhydride). 
(63) Heading 9902.29.80 (relating to 1-[[2-(2,4- 

dichlorophenyl)–4-propyl-1,3-dioxolan-2-yl]- 
methyl]-1H-1,2,4-triazole). 

(64) Heading 9902.05.19 (relating to 
ethofumesate). 

(65) Heading 9902.02.60 (relating to Nemacur 
VL). 

(66) Heading 9902.03.77 (relating to 
thiophanate methyl). 

(67) Heading 9902.84.14 (relating to ceiling 
fans). 

(b) OTHER MODIFICATIONS.— 
(1) 2-CHLOROBENZYL CHLORIDE.—Heading 

9902.01.56 is amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘2903.69.70’’ and inserting 

‘‘2903.69.80’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘12/31/2006’’ and inserting 

‘‘12/31/2009’’. 
(2) TRIETHYLENE GLYCOL BIS[3-(3-TERT- 

BUTYL-4-HYDROXY-5- 
METHYLPHENYL)PROPIONATE] .—Heading 
9902.01.88 is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘Free’’ and inserting 
‘‘4.1%’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘12/31/2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘12/31/2009’’. 

(3) FORMULATIONS OF TRIASULFURON AND 
DICAMBA.—Heading 9902.38.21 is amended— 

(A) in the article description column— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘(Triasulfuron)’’ before 

‘‘(CAS No. 82097-50-5)’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘(Dicamba)’’ before ‘‘(CAS 

No. 1918-00-9)’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘12/31/2003’’ and inserting 

‘‘12/31/2009’’. 
(4) 11-AMINOUNDECANOIC ACID.—Heading 

9902.32.49 is amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Free’’ and inserting 

‘‘2.3%’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘12/31/2006’’ and inserting 

‘‘12/31/2009’’. 
(5) PHBA.—Heading 9902.29.03 is amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Free’’ and inserting 

‘‘3.1%’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘12/31/2006’’ and inserting 

‘‘12/31/2009’’. 
(6) ACETAMIPRID TECHNICAL.—Heading 

9902.03.92 is amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Free’’ and inserting 

‘‘2.5%’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘12/31/2006’’ and inserting 

‘‘12/31/2009’’. 
(7) BAYTRON AND BAYTRON P.—Heading 

9902.39.15 is amended— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘, whether or not con-

taining binder resin and organic solvent’’ be-
fore ‘‘(CAS No.’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘12/31/2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘12/31/2009’’. 

(8) IPRODIONE.—Heading 9902.01.51 is amend-
ed— 

(A) by striking ‘‘4.1%’’ and inserting 
‘‘2.0%’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘12/31/2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘12/31/2009’’. 

(9) ETHANEDIAMIDE, N-(2-ETHOXYPHENYL)-N′- 
(2-ETHYLPHENYL)-).—Heading 9902.04.13 is 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘2924.29.76’’ and inserting 
‘‘2924.29.71’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘12/31/2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘12/31/2009’’. 

(10) THIAMETHOXAM TECHNICAL.—Heading 
9902.03.11 is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘3.2%’’ and inserting 
‘‘3.0%’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘12/31/2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘12/31/2009’’. 

(11) 1,3-BIS(4-AMINOPHENOXY)BENZENE 
(RODA).—Heading 9902.05.15 is amended— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘(RODA)’’ after ‘‘ben-
zene’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘12/31/2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘12/31/2009’’. 

(12) MIXTURES OF N-[[(4,6- 
DIMETHOXYPYRIMIDIN-2-YL)AMINO]CARBONYL]-3- 
(ETHYLSULFONYL)–2-PYRIDINESULFONAMIDE 
AND APPLICATION ADJUVANTS.—Heading 
9902.33.60 is amended— 

(A) by striking the article description and 
inserting the following: ‘‘Mixtures of N-[[(4,6- 
dimethoxypyrimidin-2-yl)amino]carbonyl]-3- 
(ethylsulfonyl)–2-pyridinesulfonamide and 
application adjuvants (CAS No. 122931–48–0) 
(provided for in subheading 3808.30.15)’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘12/31/2003’’ and inserting 
‘‘12/31/2009’’. 

Subtitle B—Other Tariff Provisions 
CHAPTER 1—LIQUIDATION OR 

RELIQUIDATION OF CERTAIN ENTRIES 
SEC. 1621. CERTAIN TRAMWAY CARS AND ASSOCI-

ATED SPARE PARTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commissioner of the 

Bureau of Customs and Border Protection of 
the Department of Homeland Security shall 
admit free of duty 3 tramway cars (provided 
for in subheading 8603.10.00 of the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States) manufactured in Ostrava, Czech Re-
public, for the use by the city of Portland, 
Oregon, and imported pursuant to a contract 
with the city of Portland, Oregon, and asso-
ciated spare parts for such tramway cars 
(provided for in applicable subheadings of 
heading 8607 or other headings of the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States) imported pursuant to such contract, 
the foregoing to be entered into the customs 
territory of the United States by not later 
than December 31, 2006. 

(b) RELIQUIDATION; REFUND OF AMOUNTS 
OWED.— If the liquidation of the entry of any 
of the tramway cars or associated spare 
parts described in subsection (a) becomes 
final before the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Commissioner of the Bureau of Cus-
toms and Border Protection, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, shall— 

(1) within 15 days after such date, reliq-
uidate the entry in accordance with the pro-
visions of this section; and 

(2) at the time of such reliquidation, make 
the appropriate refund of any duty paid with 
respect to the entry. 
SEC. 1622. RELIQUIDATION OF CERTAIN ENTRIES 

OF CANDLES. 
(a) RELIQUIDATION OF ENTRIES.—Notwith-

standing sections 514 and 520 of the Tariff 
Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1514 and 1520) or any 
other provision of law, the Bureau of Cus-
toms and Border Protection shall, not later 
than 90 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act— 

(1) reliquidate the entries listed in sub-
section (b) without assessment of anti-
dumping duties or interest; and 

(2) refund any antidumping duties and in-
terest which were previously paid on such 
entries. 

(b) AFFECTED ENTRIES.—The entries re-
ferred to in subsection (a) are the following: 

Entry number Date of entry Port 

110–3447557–3 03/18/00 ............. Los Angeles 
110–3447591–2 03/19/00 ............. Los Angeles 
110–3447595–3 03/19/00 ............. Los Angeles 
110–1201638–1 03/21/00 ............. Detroit 
110–1201639–9 03/21/00 ............. Detroit 
110–1201640–7 03/21/00 ............. Detroit 
110–3447613–4 03/21/00 ............. Los Angeles 
110–1201697–7 03/23/00 ............. Detroit 
110–1201695–1 03/23/00 ............. Detroit 
110–1201696–9 03/23/00 ............. Detroit 
110–1201756–1 03/27/00 ............. Detroit 
110–1201757–9 03/27/00 ............. Detroit 
110–1201758–7 03/27/00 ............. Detroit 
110–1740905–2 03/30/00 ............. Los Angeles 
110–1740943–3 03/30/00 ............. Los Angeles 

Entry number Date of entry Port 

110–1201845–2 03/31/00 ............. Detroit 
110–1201813–0 04/03/00 ............. Detroit 
110–1201814–8 04/03/00 ............. Detroit 
110–1201815–5 04/03/00 ............. Detroit 
110–1201875–9 04/04/00 ............. Detroit 
110–1201868–4 04/04/00 ............. Detroit 
110–1201858–5 04/04/00 ............. Detroit 
110–3447959–1 04/11/00 ............. Los Angeles 
110–3447958–3 04/11/00 ............. Los Angeles 
110–3759536–9 04/12/00 ............. Detroit 
110–3759561–7 04/12/00 ............. Detroit 
110–3759542–7 04/12/00 ............. Detroit 
110–3759540–1 04/12/00 ............. Detroit 
110–3447977–3 04/12/00 ............. Los Angeles 
110–3759539–3 04/12/00 ............. Detroit 
110–3448045–8 04/14/00 ............. Los Angeles 
110–3448046–6 04/14/00 ............. Los Angeles 
110–3448110–0 04/20/00 ............. Los Angeles 
110–3759670–6 04/25/00 ............. Detroit 
110–3759673–0 04/25/00 ............. Detroit 
110–3759669–8 04/25/00 ............. Detroit 
110–3759667–2 04/25/00 ............. Detroit 
110–3759671–4 04/25/00 ............. Detroit 
110–3759668–0 04/25/00 ............. Detroit 
110–3448241–3 04/27/00 ............. Los Angeles 
110–3448247–0 04/27/00 ............. Los Angeles 
110–3448276–9 04/28/00 ............. Memphis 
110–3448274–4 04/28/00 ............. Memphis 
110–3448282–7 05/04/00 ............. Memphis 
101–4081779–1 05/07/00 ............. Memphis 
101–4088945–1 05/23/00 ............. Memphis 
101–4089954–3 05/23/00 ............. Memphis 
101–4088960–0 05/23/00 ............. Memphis 
101–4092192–4 05/25/00 ............. Memphis 
101–4089312–3 05/26/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4089942–7 05/26/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4089893–2 05/26/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4092221–1 05/26/00 ............. Memphis 
101–4089697–7 05/26/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4092215–3 05/26/00 ............. Memphis 
101–4086053–6 05/26/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4122700–8 07/27/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4122707–3 07/27/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4122712–3 07/27/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4127147–7 08/03/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4132485–4 08/09/00 ............. Norfolk 
101–4129989–0 08/11/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4130345–2 08/17/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4129976–7 08/23/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4149476–4 09/06/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4149483–0 09/06/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4149493–9 09/06/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4148595–2 09/08/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4153301–7 09/18/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4154523–5 09/14/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4153389–2 09/18/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4157161–1 09/20/00 ............. Norfolk 
101–4153333–0 09/21/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4155542–4 09/26/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4166291–5 10/07/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4167325–0 10/09/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4167363–1 10/12/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4164567–0 10/13/00 ............. Norfolk 
101–4168049–5 10/14/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4172904–5 10/21/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4175579–2 10/30/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4183996–8 11/07/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4183234–4 11/09/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4183251–8 11/09/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4183253–4 11/09/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4183257–5 11/09/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4183264–1 11/09/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4183264–1 11/09/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4184811–8 11/13/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4184819–1 11/13/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4189001–1 11/14/00 ............. Tampa 
101–4185526–1 11/16/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4185535–2 11/16/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4186580–7 11/20/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4189830–3 11/20/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4189774–3 11/21/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4191183–3 11/24/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4191188–2 11/24/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4191193–2 11/24/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4194796–9 11/29/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4194801–7 11/29/00 ............. Detroit 
101–4196383–4 12/01/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4196389–1 12/01/00 ............. Los Angeles 
101–4199308–8 12/13/00 ............. Detroit 

SEC. 1623. CERTAIN ENTRIES OF ROLLER CHAIN. 
(a) LIQUIDATION OR RELIQUIDATION OF EN-

TRIES.—Notwithstanding sections 514 and 520 
of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1514 and 
1520) or any other provision of law, the Bu-
reau of Customs and Border Protection shall, 
not later than 90 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, liquidate or reliquidate 
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the entries listed in subsection (b) without 
assessment of interest and shall refund any 
interest which was previously paid. 

(b) AFFECTED ENTRIES.—The entries re-
ferred to in subsections (a) and (b) are the 
following: 

Entry number Date of entry Port 

858442975 08/21/85 ............. Chicago 
868558147 01/28/86 ............. Chicago 
868565499 03/14/86 ............. Chicago 
858440922 07/31/85 ............. Chicago 
868565499 03/14/86 ............. Chicago 
868558147 01/28/86 ............. Chicago 
858442975 08/21/85 ............. Chicago 
858440922 07/31/85 ............. Chicago 
847648353 06/18/84 ............. Chicago 
858268324 01/04/85 ............. Chicago 
858264302 11/08/84 ............. Chicago 
858265107 11/19/84 ............. Chicago 
847650150 07/18/84 ............. Chicago 
847412877 05/09/84 ............. Chicago 
837078386 03/21/83 ............. Chicago 
837077691 02/07/83 ............. Chicago 
837077701 02/07/83 ............. Chicago 
826735834 01/13/82 ............. Chicago 
826736309 01/18/82 ............. Chicago 
821020081 02/12/82 ............. Chicago 
821020052 02/17/82 ............. Chicago 
821026768 04/13/82 ............. Chicago 
827119569 06/18/82 ............. Chicago 
837075114 10/06/82 ............. Chicago 
826727088 10/14/81 ............. Chicago 
837124777 05/19/83 ............. Chicago 
847405240 11/28/83 ............. Chicago 
837127606 08/18/83 ............. Chicago 
837125132 06/08/83 ............. Chicago 
847406100 12/22/83 ............. Chicago 
847404034 11/02/83 ............. Chicago 
837128090 09/07/83 ............. Chicago 
837126762 08/05/83 ............. Chicago 
837125569 06/22/83 ............. Chicago 
837078991 04/12/83 ............. Chicago 
837129222 10/03/83 ............. Chicago 
847406414 12/29/83 ............. Chicago 
847408014 01/31/84 ............. Chicago 
868569204 07/03/86 ............. Chicago 
868730813 08/14/86 ............. Chicago 

SEC. 1624. CERTAIN ENTRIES OF SOUNDSPA 
CLOCK RADIOS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 
514 of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1514) or 
any other provision of law, the Bureau of 
Customs and Border Protection shall, not 
later than 90 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act— 

(1) reliquidate each entry described in sub-
section (c) containing any merchandise 
which, on the date of original liquidation, 
was classified under subheading 8527.19.50 of 
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States; and 

(2) make such reliquidation at the rate of 
duty that would have been applicable to such 
merchandise if the merchandise had been liq-
uidated under subheading 8527.19.10 of such 
Schedule on the date of entry of the mer-
chandise. 

(b) REFUND OF AMOUNTS OWED.—Any 
amounts owed by the United States under 
subsection (a) shall be refunded with inter-
est. 

(c) AFFECTED ENTRIES.—The entries re-
ferred to in subsection (a) are as follows: 

Entry number 
110–1199345–7 
110–1199542–9 
110–1199558–5 
110–1201694–4 
110–3759754–8 
110–3759785–2 
101–4082299–9 
101–4088073–2 
101–4089053–3 
101–4120875–0 
101–4133671–8 
101–4138302–5 
101–4145092–3 
101–4148477–3 
101–4153108–6 
101–4159322–7 

101–4158601–5 
101–4163243–9 
101–4164448–3 
101–4168318–4 
101–4172197–6 
101–4172489–7 
101–4193123–7 
101–4264820–2 
101–4271724–7 
101–4277850–4 
101–4287672–0 
101–4301588–0 
101–4306238–7 
101–4306235–3 
101–6011727–0 
101–6012796–4 
101–6015492–7 
101–6021099–2 
101–6026903–0 
101–6024120–3 
101–6028079–7 
101–6027052–5 
101–6036728–9 
101–6048069–4 
101–6079830–1 
101–6082949–4 
101–6115954–5 
101–6119379–1 
101–6127048–2 
101–6150035–9 
101–6148556–9 
101–6172630–1 
101–6172406–6 
101–6186497–9 
101–4208407–7 
101–6035939–3 

CHAPTER 2—MISCELLANEOUS 
PROVISIONS 

SEC. 1631. VESSEL REPAIR DUTIES. 
(a) EXEMPTION.—Section 466(h) of the Tariff 

Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1466(h)) is amended by 
striking paragraph (4) and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4) the cost of equipment, repair parts, 
and materials that are installed on a vessel 
documented under the laws of the United 
States and engaged in the foreign or coasting 
trade, if the installation is done by members 
of the regular crew of such vessel while the 
vessel is on the high seas, in foreign waters, 
or in a foreign port, and does not involve for-
eign shipyard repairs by foreign labor.’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT TO HTS.—The U.S. Notes to 
subchapter XVIII of chapter 98 of the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United States 
are amended by amending U.S. Note 2 to 
read as follows: 

‘‘2. Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-
headings 9818.00.03 through 9818.00.07, no duty 
shall apply to the cost of equipment, repair 
parts, and materials that are installed in a 
vessel documented under the laws of the 
United States and engaged in the foreign or 
coasting trade, if the installation is done by 
members of the regular crew of such vessel 
while the vessel is on the high seas, in for-
eign waters, or in a foreign port and does not 
involve foreign shipyard repairs by foreign 
labor. Declaration and entry shall not be re-
quired with respect to such installation, 
equipment, parts, and materials.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section apply to vessel equip-
ment, repair parts, and materials installed 
on or after April 25, 2001. 
SEC. 1632. SUSPENSION OF NEW SHIPPER RE-

VIEW PROVISION. 
(a) SUSPENSION OF THE AVAILABILITY OF 

BONDS TO NEW SHIPPERS.—Clause (iii) of sec-
tion 751(a)(2)(B) of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 
U.S.C. 1675(a)(2)(B)(iii)) shall not be effective 
during the period beginning on April 1, 2006, 
and ending on June 30, 2009. 

(b) REPORT ON THE IMPACT OF THE SUSPEN-
SION.—Not later than December 31, 2008, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation 
with the Secretary of Commerce, the United 

States Trade Representative, and the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, shall submit to 
the Committee on Ways and Means of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Finance of the Senate a report con-
taining— 

(1) recommendations on whether the sus-
pension of section 751(a)(2)(B)(iii) of the Tar-
iff Act of 1930 should be extended beyond the 
date provided in subsection (a); and 

(2) an assessment of the effectiveness of 
any administrative measure that was imple-
mented to address the difficulties that neces-
sitated the suspension under subsection (a), 
including— 

(A) any problem in the collection of anti-
dumping duties on imports from new ship-
pers; and 

(B) any burden imposed on legitimate 
trade and commerce by the suspension of 
bonds to new shippers. 

(c) REPORT ON COLLECTION PROBLEMS AND 
ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED SOLUTIONS.— 

(1) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation 
with the Secretary of Homeland Security 
and the Secretary of Commerce, shall submit 
to the Committee on Ways and Means of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Finance of the Senate a report describ-
ing— 

(A) any major problem experienced in the 
collection of duties during the 4 most recent 
fiscal years for which data are available, in-
cluding any fraudulent activity intended to 
avoid payment of duties; and 

(B) an estimate of the total amount of du-
ties that were uncollected during the most 
recent fiscal year for which data are avail-
able, including, with respect to each product, 
a description of why the duties were uncol-
lected. 

(2) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The report shall 
include— 

(A) recommendations on any additional ac-
tion needed to address problems related to 
the collection of duties; and 

(B) for each recommendation— 
(i) an analysis of how the recommendation 

would address the specific problem; and 
(ii) an assessment of the impact that im-

plementing the recommendation would have 
on international trade and commerce (in-
cluding any additional costs imposed on 
United States businesses). 
SEC. 1633. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF 

DUTY SUSPENSION ON WOOL PROD-
UCTS; WOOL RESEARCH FUND; 
WOOL DUTY REFUNDS. 

(a) EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY DUTY REDUC-
TIONS.—Each of the following headings of the 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States is amended by striking the date in the 
effective period column and inserting ‘‘12/31/ 
2009’’: 

(1) Heading 9902.51.11 (relating to fabrics of 
worsted wool). 

(2) Heading 9902.51.13 (relating to yarn of 
combed wool). 

(3) Heading 9902.51.14 (relating to wool 
fiber, waste, garnetted stock, combed wool, 
or wool top). 

(4) Heading 9902.51.15 (relating to fabrics of 
combed wool). 

(5) Heading 9902.51.16 (relating to fabrics of 
combed wool). 

(b) EXTENSION OF DUTY REFUNDS AND WOOL 
RESEARCH TRUST FUND.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4002(c) of the 
Wool Suit and Textile Trade Extension Act 
of 2004 (Public Law 108–429; 118 Stat. 2603 (7 
U.S.C. 7101 note)) is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘2 additional payments’’ 

and inserting ‘‘annual additional payments’’; 
and 

(ii) by adding at the end the following: 
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‘‘(C) Each subsequent annual payment to 

be made after January 1 of each subsequent 
year, but on or before April 15 of such year 
through calendar year 2010.’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (6)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking 

‘‘through 2007’’ and inserting ‘‘through 2009’’; 
and 

(ii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) ELIGIBLE MANUFACTURERS.—Only man-

ufacturers who weave worsted wool fabric in 
the United States shall be eligible for a 
grant under this paragraph.’’. 

(2) SUNSET.—Section 506(f) of the Trade and 
Development Act of 2000 (Public 106–200; 114 
Stat. 303), as amended by section 4002(c)(5) of 
the Wool Suit and Textile Trade Extension 
Act of 2004 (Public 108–429; 118 Stat. 2603), is 
amended by striking ‘‘2008’’ and inserting 
‘‘2010’’. 
SEC. 1634. AUTHORITIES RELATING TO DR–CAFTA 

AGREEMENT. 

(a) AUTHORITY TO IMPLEMENT CERTAIN 
AMENDMENTS TO DR–CAFTA AGREEMENT 
WITH NICARAGUA, EL SALVADOR, HONDURAS, 
AND GUATEMALA.— 

(1) PROCLAMATION AUTHORITY.—The Presi-
dent is authorized to proclaim modifications 
to the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States as necessary to carry out 
amendments proposed by the United States 
and the CAFTA–DR countries to the Agree-
ment, the terms of which are contained in 
the letters of understanding described in 
paragraph (2). 

(2) LETTERS OF UNDERSTANDING.—The let-
ters of understanding referred to in para-
graph (1) are the following: 

(A) The letter of March 24, 2006, from Nica-
raguan Vice Minister of Trade Julio Teran to 
United States Special Textile Negotiator 
Scott Quesenberry. 

(B) The letter of March 27, 2006, from 
United States Special Textile Negotiator 
Scott Quesenberry to Nicaraguan Vice Min-
ister of Trade Julio Teran. 

(C) The letter of January 27, 2006, from El 
Salvadoran Vice Minister of Economy 
Eduardo Ayala to United States Special Tex-
tile Negotiator Scott Quesenberry. 

(D) The letter of January 27, 2006, from 
United States Special Textile Negotiator 
Scott Quesenberry to El Salvadoran Vice 
Minister of Economy Eduardo Ayala. 

(E) The letter of March 7, 2006, from Hon-
duran Vice Minister of Foreign Trade Jorge 
Rosa to United States Special Textile Nego-
tiator Scott Quesenberry. 

(F) The letter of March 7, 2006, from United 
States Special Textile Negotiator Scott 
Quesenberry to Honduran Vice Minister of 
Foreign Trade Jorge Rosa. 

(G) The letter of June 23, 2006, from Guate-
malan Minister of Economy Marcio Cuevas 
Quezada to United States Special Textile Ne-
gotiator Scott Quesenberry. 

(H) The letter of June 23, 2006, from United 
States Special Textile Negotiator Scott 
Quesenberry to Guatemalan Minister of 
Economy Marcio Cuevas Quezada. 

(3) SUNSET.—The authority of the Presi-
dent to proclaim modifications pursuant to 
paragraph (1) expires on December 31, 2007. 

(b) AUTHORITY TO IMPLEMENT CERTAIN 
AMENDMENTS TO DR–CAFTA AGREEMENT 
WITH COSTA RICA AND THE DOMINICAN REPUB-
LIC.— 

(1) PROCLAMATION AUTHORITY.—The Presi-
dent is authorized to proclaim modifications 
to the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States as necessary to carry out 
amendments proposed by the United States, 
Costa Rica, and the Dominican Republic to 
the Agreement, the terms of which are con-
tained in the letters of understanding de-
scribed in paragraph (2). 

(2) LETTERS OF UNDERSTANDING.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The letters of under-
standing referred to in paragraph (1) are let-
ters of understanding exchanged between the 
countries described in paragraph (1) relating 
to the rules of origin for articles containing 
pocket bag fabric described in subparagraph 
(B). 

(B) POCKET BAG FABRIC DESCRIBED.—For 
purposes of subparagraph (A), the term 
‘‘pocket bag fabric’’ means pocket bag fabric 
used in an apparel article classifiable under 
chapter 61 or 62 of the Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States that contains 
a pocket or pockets. 

(3) CONSULTATION AND LAYOVER REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Any modification proclaimed by the 
President pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be 
subject to the consultation and layover pro-
visions of section 104 of the Dominican Re-
public–Central America–United States Free 
Trade Agreement Implementation Act (Pub-
lic Law 109-53; 19 U.S.C. 4014). 

(4) CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Any modification pro-

claimed by the President pursuant to para-
graph (1) shall not be effective if a joint reso-
lution described in subparagraph (B) is en-
acted into law. 

(B) JOINT RESOLUTION DESCRIBED.—For pur-
poses of subparagraph (A), the term ‘‘joint 
resolution’’ means a joint resolution of Con-
gress, the sole matter after the resolving 
clause of which is as follows: ‘‘That the Con-
gress disapproves the modification pro-
claimed by the President contained in the re-
port submitted to the Committee on Finance 
of the Senate and the Committee on Ways 
and Means of the House of Representatives 
pursuant to section 104(2) of the Dominican 
Republic–Central America–United States 
Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act 
(Public Law 109-53; 19 U.S.C. 4014(2)) on 
llllllllll.’’, with the blank space 
being filled with the appropriate date. 

(5) SUNSET.—The authority of the Presi-
dent to proclaim modifications pursuant to 
paragraph (1) expires on December 31, 2007. 

(c) AUTHORITY RELATING TO NICARAGUAN 
TARIFF PREFERENCE LEVEL UNDER DR– 
CAFTA AGREEMENT.— 

(1) CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY.—The Com-
missioner of Customs may require an im-
porter to submit at the time the importer 
files a claim for preferential tariff treatment 
under Annex 3.28 of the Agreement a certifi-
cate of eligibility, properly completed and 
signed, or transmitted pursuant to an au-
thorized electronic data interchange system, 
by an authorized official of the Government 
of Nicaragua for purposes of implementing 
the tariff preference level for Nicaragua pro-
vided in Annex 3.28 of the Agreement. 

(2) ENFORCEMENT OF COMMITMENTS.—The 
President is authorized to proclaim a reduc-
tion in the overall limit in the tariff pref-
erence level for Nicaragua provided in Annex 
3.28 of the Agreement if the President deter-
mines that Nicaragua has failed to comply 
with a commitment under an agreement be-
tween the United States and Nicaragua with 
regard to the administration of such tariff 
preference level. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Paragraph (1) applies 
with respect to entries made on or after 
April 1, 2006. 

(d) TECHNICAL CORRECTION RELATING TO CO- 
PRODUCTION OF CERTAIN TEXTILE AND AP-
PAREL GOODS.—Section 205(a)(2) of the Do-
minican Republic–Central America–United 
States Free Trade Agreement Implementa-
tion Act (19 U.S.C. 4034(a)(2)) is amended by 
inserting after ‘‘with respect to that coun-
try’’ the following: ‘‘or any other CAFTA–DR 
country’’. 

(e) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS ON CERTAIN 
NEGOTIATIONS AND AMENDMENTS TO DR– 
CAFTA AGREEMENT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and at least quarterly thereafter, the United 
States Trade Representative shall submit to 
the appropriate congressional committees a 
report on the status of negotiations and 
amendments proposed by the United States, 
Nicaragua, El Salvador, Honduras, Guate-
mala, Costa Rica, and the Dominican Repub-
lic to the Agreement regarding any change 
to the rule of origin or alteration of the tar-
iff treatment of socks described in paragraph 
(2) or any technical correction described in 
paragraph (3). In addition, the United States 
Trade Representative shall provide to the ap-
propriate congressional committees copies of 
any amendments to be proposed by the 
United States before the amendments are of-
fered and copies of any amendments received 
by the United States relating to such nego-
tiations. 

(2) SOCKS DESCRIBED.—For purposes of 
paragraph (1), the term ‘‘socks’’ means arti-
cles classifiable under subheading 
6111.20.6050, 6111.30.5050, 6111.90.5050, 6115.91.00, 
6115.92.60, 6115.92.90, 6115.93.60, 6115.93.90, 
6115.99.14, or 6115.99.18 of the Harmonized 
Tariff Schedule of the United States. 

(3) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS DESCRIBED.— 
Technical corrections referred to in para-
graph (1) are the following: 

(A) Clarification of references to ‘‘elas-
tomeric yarns’’ contained in the notes, sub-
heading notes, additional U.S. notes, and 
statistical notes to chapters 50 to 63 (section 
XI) of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States. 

(B) Clarification of the ability to apply 
short supply provisions to sewing thread, 
narrow elastics, and visible linings. 

(C) Treatment of women’s and girls’ woven 
sleep bottoms under Annex 4.1 of the Agree-
ment. 

(D) Addition of a rule of origin for women’s 
and girls’ woven sleep bottoms to reflect the 
rule of origin provided for in subheading 
6207.11.00 of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule 
of the United States and contained in Annex 
4.1 of the Agreement. 

(E) Provision of women’s and girls sleep 
bottoms under Annex 4.1–A of the Agree-
ment. 

(4) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees’’ means the Committee on Ways and 
Means of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Finance of the Senate 

(5) SUNSET.—The requirements of para-
graph (1) expire on the date on which any 
change is made to the rule of origin pursuant 
to article 3.25 of the Agreement for any good 
described in paragraph (2), or December 31, 
2007, whichever occurs later. 

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) AGREEMENT.—The term ‘‘Agreement’’ 

has the meaning given the term in section 
3(1) of the Dominican Republic–Central 
America–United States Free Trade Agree-
ment Implementation Act (Public Law 109- 
53; 19 U.S.C. 4002(1)). 

(2) CAFTA–DR COUNTRY.—The term 
‘‘CAFTA–DR country’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 3(2) of the Domini-
can Republic–Central America–United States 
Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act 
(Public Law 109-53; 19 U.S.C. 4002(2)). 
SEC. 1635. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS TO CUS-

TOMS MODERNIZATION. 
(a) ENTRY OF MERCHANDISE.—Section 484(a) 

of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1484(a)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by amending subpara-
graph (A) to read as follows: 

‘‘(A) make entry therefor by filing with the 
Bureau of Customs and Border Protection 
such documentation or, pursuant to an au-
thorized electronic data interchange system, 
such information as is necessary to enable 
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the Bureau of Customs and Border Protec-
tion to determine whether the merchandise 
may be released from custody of the Bureau 
of Customs and Border Protection;’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2)(A), in the second sen-
tence, by inserting after ‘‘covering’’ the fol-
lowing: ‘‘merchandise released under a spe-
cial delivery permit pursuant to section 
448(b) and’’. 

(b) REFUNDS AND ERRORS.—Section 520(a) of 
the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1520(a)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking the semi-
colon at the end and inserting a period; 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘; and’’ at 
the end and inserting a period; and 

(3) in paragraph (4)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘an importer of record de-

clares or’’ before ‘‘it is ascertained’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘by reason of clerical 

error’’. 
(c) ENTRY FROM WAREHOUSE.—Section 

557(a) of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 
1557(a)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) in the second sentence, by inserting 

after ‘‘the date of importation’’ the fol-
lowing: ‘‘, or such longer period of time as 
the Bureau of Customs and Border Protec-
tion may at its discretion permit upon prop-
er request being filed and good cause 
shown’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (A), by inserting after 
‘‘the date of importation’’ the following: ‘‘or 
such longer period of time as the Bureau of 
Customs and Border Protection may at its 
discretion permit upon proper request being 
filed and good cause shown’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by inserting after ‘‘the 
date of importation’’ the following: ‘‘, or 
such longer period of time as the Bureau of 
Customs and Border Protection may at its 
discretion permit upon proper request being 
filed and good cause shown,’’. 

(d) ABANDONED GOODS.—Section 559 of the 
Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1559) is amended 
by inserting after ‘‘the date of importation’’ 
each place it appears the following: ‘‘, or 
such longer period of time as the Bureau of 
Customs and Border Protection may at its 
discretion permit upon proper request being 
filed and good cause shown’’. 

(e) MANIPULATION IN WAREHOUSE.—Section 
562 of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1562) is 
amended— 

(1) by amending the first sentence to read 
as follows: ‘‘Merchandise shall only be with-
drawn from a bonded warehouse in such 
quantity and in such condition as the Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall by regulation 
prescribe.’’; and 

(2) in the second sentence, by striking ‘‘All 
merchandise so withdrawn’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘except that upon permission 
therefor’’ and inserting ‘‘Upon permission’’. 

(f) OTHER TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.—(1) 
Section 629(e) of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 
U.S.C. 1629(e)) is amended by striking ‘‘insur-
ing’’ and inserting ‘‘ensuring’’. 

(2) Section 135(f)(2)(B) of the Trade Act of 
1974, as amended by section 2004(i)(1) of the 
Miscellaneous Trade and Technical Correc-
tions Act of 2004, is amended by striking 
‘‘their establishment’’ and insert ‘‘its estab-
lishment’’. 

(3) Section 245(a) of the Trade Act of 1974 
(19 U.S.C. 2317(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘, 
other than subchapter D’’. 

(4) Section 291(2) of the Trade Act of 1974 
(19 U.S.C. 2401(2)) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘1001(5)’’ and inserting 
‘‘1001(e)’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘1308(5)’’ and inserting 
‘‘1308(e)’’. 

(5) Section 13031(e)(6)(C)(i) of the Consoli-
dated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 
1985 (19 U.S.C. 58c(e)(6)(C)(i)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘commonly know’’ and inserting 
‘‘commonly known’’. 

(6) Section 2107(a)(4) of the Bipartisan 
Trade Promotion Authority Act of 2002 (19 
U.S.C. 3807(a)(4)) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘paragraph (2)(A)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘paragraphs (2)(A)’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘paragraph (2)(B)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘paragraphs (2)(B)’’. 

(7) Section 514(c)(3) of the Tariff Act of 1930 
(19 U.S.C. 1514(c)(3)) is amended by moving 
the last 2 sentences 2 ems to the left as flush 
left text. 

Subtitle C—Effective Date 
SEC. 1641. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Except as otherwise provided in this title, 
the amendments made by this title shall 
apply with respect to goods entered, or with-
drawn from warehouse for consumption, on 
or after the 15th day after the date of the en-
actment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PUTNAM). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 966, general debate shall not ex-
ceed 1 hour, equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on 
Ways and Means and the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
THOMAS), the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. RANGEL), the gentleman 
from California (Mr. MCKEON), and the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
GEORGE MILLER) each will control 15 
minutes. 

b 2130 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, the title of this bill, as 
we indicated, is the Pension Protection 
Act of 2006; but it is much more than 
that. Within the bill also are tax items, 
trade items, charitable provisions. 

One of the reasons I am pleased to 
bring this to the floor is that it is in 
essence the combination of more than 5 
months of working on a very important 
area of public law that affects tens of 
millions of Americans. It is about the 
agreement workers have with their em-
ployers as to what they are going to be 
able to earn, not for the time they are 
working but for the time they are re-
tired. 

Our current pension system is, frank-
ly, broken. It moved rapidly into a 
known broken situation, and we have 
responded, not as quickly as perhaps 
we would have liked, but I think we 
have responded in a way that, as we 
discussed, this bill I think you will find 
there is, at least there was on the con-
ference committee and there should be 
in this House, broad bipartisan sup-
port. 

For example, on this side of the aisle, 
I could say I hold a letter from the 
General Motors Corporation endorsing 
the changes we are making in pension 
law. And someone would say, aha. But 
then I would pick up a letter and say, 
I hold a letter from the United Auto 
Workers who are supportive of this 
pension change. And I could do that for 
industry after industry showing that 
you not only have the corporate struc-
ture in support but you have the work-
ers in support. 

This is a bill that makes funda-
mental changes in transparency, in 

payment arrangements, which means 
the promise made from employers to 
employees and employees to employers 
has a greater chance than a long, long 
time of being honored. It is important 
legislation. The Ways and Means Com-
mittee will spend some time on the 
text, trade, and charitable provisions, 
but I want to say that I am very proud 
of the product that has been produced. 
It will move off this floor, it will move 
through the Senate, and it will be 
signed by the President. And the time 
line in doing that will save many em-
ployees from what would have been a 
certain failure to have pensions if we 
did not act before we adjourned for our 
summer district work period. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to yield my time to 
be controlled by the gentleman from 
California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 

I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from Washington (Mr. MCDERMOTT). 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT of Washington 
asked and was given permission to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, this 
is one of those bills in the middle of the 
night; this is a 21-page summary. There 
isn’t anybody here, perhaps four or five 
conference members may know what is 
in it. None of us have seen the bill, so 
you have got to trust the leadership. 

Now, this bill imposes new red tape 
and fees on employers that wish to pro-
vide their employees with defined ben-
efit pensions. It makes it harder to 
give a defined benefit. 

Those opposing this measure of 
course will say they believe that the 
bill’s new requirements will impose re-
quirements to discourage employers 
from offering a traditional pension 
plan. Supporters are saying this bill 
will strengthen everything. But if the 
aim of this bill is to strengthen pen-
sions, why does it exempt Halliburton 
from the bill’s requirements? 

No one could possibly have read the 
text of this bill. But we do have this 21- 
page summary, I say, which says that 
the proposal delays the effective action 
on funding and benefit limitation rules 
for defense contractors. Those who are 
ripping us off in Iraq by the billions are 
not being brought under this bill. This 
provision was not in the House nor was 
it in the Senate version of the bill. 

If the funding and limitation rules 
are so good for everyone, which is what 
the majority contends, why aren’t they 
good enough for Halliburton? Of 
course, I know Halliburton is a friend 
of the Vice President. Perhaps we need 
CSI to come in here to uncover how 
this bill got put together, but we know 
enough to oppose the bill. This pro-
posal continues to promote the philos-
ophy of conservatives, which is that 
people are better off alone. You are on 
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your own, folks. We are going to give 
you a 401(k), and good luck, no defined 
benefits anymore. This is to end pen-
sions as we have known them. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

It is times like these that you have 
to resist the temptation of saying, 
okay, let’s just go home and not pass 
this bill. But the gentleman from 
Washington, from Seattle, perhaps 
wouldn’t be able to get back if he were 
flying Northwest Airlines, and so the 
fervor of his speech not to act would in 
fact have to bump into reality sooner 
than I think he might like. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to yield the 
remainder of the time to be controlled 
by the gentleman of Michigan, a fellow 
conferee on the pension conference 
(Mr. CAMP). 

Mr. CAMP of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of the Pension Protection Act. By ap-
proving this bill, the House of Rep-
resentatives is taking an important 
step towards safeguarding employee 
pensions and reforming the current 
system to ensure all American workers 
receive their full promised retirement 
benefits. This bill is a significant im-
provement over current law. 

The bill before us today shores up the 
single defined benefit system so that 
companies cannot escape their obliga-
tions. Instead of allowing firms to rou-
tinely underfund their plans, H.R. 4 re-
quires employers to fund 100 percent of 
their liabilities. The bill also requires 
employers to make up contributions 
faster than the 30 years under current 
law. 

More importantly, the Pension Pro-
tection Act lives up to its name by not 
allowing companies to make promises 
to their workers they cannot hope to 
fulfill. If pension plans are critically 
underfunded, executives will no longer 
be able to commit new pension benefits 
to workers under the false premise that 
they have the money to make good on 
those faulty assurances. 

In Michigan, the auto industry is 
critical to our State’s economy. I want 
to thank Chairman THOMAS and Mr. 
Leader BOEHNER for their leadership, 
ensuring Michigan’s manufacturers 
continue to operate robust pension 
plans. I am particularly pleased H.R. 4 
has the support of United Auto Makers 
and the United Automobile Workers. I 
worked hard to ensure the auto sector 
and its workers are not subject to un-
fair, unrealistic rules that would un-
necessarily penalize this critical sector 
of the American economy. 

H.R. 4 also provides relief to the 
struggling airline industry. The Pen-
sion Protection Act is a huge victory 
to the pilots, flight attendants, bag-
gage handlers, and other employees in 
the airline industry that have worked 
hard for their pensions and expect 
them to be there upon retirement. This 
bill allows airline companies that have 
frozen their plans and taken that re-

sponsible step more time to make good 
on their commitments and preserve 
their workers’ benefits. 

Absent legislation, some airlines 
would be forced to terminate their pen-
sion plans. If this were to happen, the 
PBGC would incur billions of addi-
tional pension liability, and employees 
would receive a fraction of their prom-
ised benefits. The Pension Protection 
Act prevents this and enables airlines 
to fully meet the obligations to their 
workers. I urge all of my colleagues to 
pass this important bill for America’s 
workers. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. AN-
DREWS). 

(Mr. ANDREWS asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, this 
bill offers much to recommend in im-
proving pension law. In particular, I 
applaud the inclusion of relief for 
multi-employer plans and the clearing 
up of some of the contradictions and 
ambiguities around hybrid defined ben-
efit plans. But I must rise in opposition 
to this bill for two reasons. 

The first is that the bill makes a mis-
take that the majority said from the 
very outset it did not want to make, 
which was to favor one industry over 
another in affording relief for single- 
employer plans. Not only does this bill 
afford more protection for some indus-
tries over others, but within an indus-
try, within the airline industry, it ex-
hibits I believe unwise favoritism for 
some airlines over others. The major-
ity started this process by saying it did 
not want to choose winners and losers 
among industries. What in fact I be-
lieve it has done is to choose winners 
and losers within an industry, which I 
think is unwise and a bad precedent to 
set. 

Secondly, I must rise in opposition to 
this bill because of its procedural irreg-
ularity. There is a conference which 
was seated several months ago that is 
dealing with these issues. What is be-
fore us tonight is a brand-new bill, not 
a conference report. This does not rec-
ognize months of negotiation between 
the two Houses and between the two 
parties. It is a brand-new bill that 
starts without anyone I think truly 
vetting or understanding. 

And I must say that my Democratic 
colleagues who are conferees on this 
bill, Mr. MILLER, Mr. RANGEL, Mr. 
PAYNE, among the three of them they 
have 90 years of experience in this 
House, and they were afforded no op-
portunity to attend a meeting of the 
conference, to ask a question at the 
conference, to express their views at 
the conference. This is not disrespect 
to them; it is disrespect to their con-
stituents and to the millions of people 
whose views are represented by Mr. 
MILLER and Mr. RANGEL and Mr. PAYNE 
and others. 

This is an awfully important area of 
legislation. To rush head on with a bill 
that no one has read, ignoring a con-
ference that has never met, that ig-
nores 90 years of experience from Mem-
bers on this side I think is a mistake. 
So despite the good that I know is in 
this bill, I would urge a ‘‘no’’ vote. 

Mr. CAMP of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 21⁄4 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Connecticut, a distinguished 
member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee (Mrs. JOHNSON). 

(Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in strong support of this 
Pension Protection Act of 2006. Not 
only does it ensure that employers and 
unions will fund their plans, but it en-
ables individuals to make a much 
greater effort toward providing for 
their retirement security as well. 

Nothing is more important to Ameri-
cans than the gut-wrenching issue of 
being secure in their old age. It is im-
portant to seniors, it is important to 
their families, it is important to young 
people to know that they can plan for 
the future. And it is a pity that only 50 
percent of America’s workers partici-
pate in pension plans. This bill makes 
a simple change that will result in 85 
to 90 percent of working Americans 
who work for companies with pension 
plans participating in those plans, as 
opposed to 50 percent. That is big. That 
is important. It is a simple mechanism, 
but it will help many, many more 
young people get into those pension 
plans, take advantage of employer con-
tributions, and prepare for their retire-
ment. 

It also does something else we don’t 
know much about, we don’t pay atten-
tion to it, we don’t think about it: it 
makes permanent the saver’s credit. If 
you don’t make much money, putting 
money aside for retirement is really 
hard. We have a little plan by which 
the government gives you a dollar for 
every dollar you save for low- and mid-
dle-income earners. This makes that 
permanent, and that will enable us to 
grow that program appropriately. It 
also indexes it to inflation so those 
people can never be robbed of the power 
of this help in saving for their retire-
ment. 

b 2145 
This is not a perfect bill, but it does 

some really important things for work-
ing people and it helps us think ahead. 
We have a lot of people with 401(k) 
plans, and at 65, they are blowing 
them. One of the things this bill does is 
to encourage new products to plan for 
our future by changing the tax treat-
ment of 401(k) money invested in an 
annuity that can provide a paycheck 
for life or cover long-term care if need-
ed. 

We need to be thinking anew about 
all the challenges of retirement, not 
just the income challenge. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
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gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
CARDIN). 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my friend for yielding me this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I am really conflicted 
on this bill because there are good pro-
visions in it. The provisions which I 
had the opportunity to work with our 
former colleague, Mr. Portman, provi-
sions that would make permanent the 
changes in the tax law in 2001, makes it 
easier for people to save for their re-
tirement, employers to provide pension 
plans; provisions for automatic enroll-
ment so that employees have a better 
chance of having a retirement savings. 
The permanency and indexing of the 
saver’s credit, I think, is a very impor-
tant provision. The split tax refund, I 
can go on and on and on. 

But I must tell you, I was listening 
to Mr. ANDREWS and I think that he 
raises a very valid point on the process. 
You have to, at times, understand that 
process is important so we do the right 
thing here. 

I heard reference to approving a con-
ference report, but this is not a con-
ference report. We have a letter from 
the Senate Members of the conference 
report urging the House Members of 
the conference committee to join them 
in a product that is different than what 
we have before us today. 

There are concerns in this legislation 
that I do not know if they have been 
addressed, including the airline indus-
try, including the way we treat em-
ployers who have well-funded plans 
today as to whether they will continue 
those plans. 

So, Mr. Speaker, this bill is coming 
up with no notice, no opportunity for 
us to review it, and without an oppor-
tunity for our conferees to present 
their report. 

So I do not know what to tell the 
Members to do here. I doubt if we will 
have time to review all the provisions 
that are in this bill. I doubt whether 
we will know exactly what is involved, 
and we do not have the comfort of 
knowing that it is the product of a con-
ference committee. It is a new bill that 
is before us. 

So I just urge my colleagues to be 
very careful in consideration of this 
legislation. It is very important legis-
lation. It does some very good things, 
but I am concerned there may be some 
unintended consequences. 

Mr. CAMP of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 21⁄4 minutes to the gentleman 
from Arizona (Mr. HAYWORTH), a distin-
guished member of the Ways and 
Means Committee. 

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my colleague from Michigan for 
his hard work as part of the con-
ference, and I rise in strong support of 
the Pension Protection Act. 

I listened with great interest to the 
criticisms offered from the other side 
of the aisle, especially my friends from 
New Jersey and California, and indeed, 

it is somewhat reminiscent of the ini-
tial evaluation by a Hollywood agent of 
a young actor. The shorthand note was, 
‘‘can’t sing, can’t act, dances a little.’’ 
And of course, it turned out to be the 
great Fred Astaire. 

Now, with all due respect to Mr. 
Astaire and his song and dance, the 
song and dance offered by the other 
side, the criticisms, when you take a 
look, focus on process, not policy. In-
deed, my friends from New Jersey and 
Maryland readily concede that there 
are many desirable policies in this bill, 
reforming the outdated single em-
ployer defined benefit pension plans. 

We heard the chairman of the com-
mittee say not only was there a letter 
from General Motors but also from the 
United Auto Workers, and yet we hear 
the process is somehow terribly flawed 
and that even within the airline indus-
tries some airlines are treated dif-
ferently. Mr. Speaker, the different air-
lines are reacting differently to the 
concerns they face. It is not some sort 
of vast conspiracy with malice 
aforethought to pick winners and los-
ers. It comes from different responses 
from the businesses involved. 

No, a clear level look at what we are 
doing says that this is, in fact, pre-
cisely the bill at this time. 

As to the process, we heard mention 
made of the other body. We are mindful 
that there are those who aspire to be-
come part of the other body, but Mr. 
Speaker, without impugning any ac-
tion, although I know we have changed 
the rules, the fact is a lot of folks basi-
cally want to blow up this agreement. 

We need this bill. It is a good bill. 
Vote for it. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WOOLSEY). 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, if this 
bill is so great, why are executives not 
being treated the same way as the 
rank-and-file workers? It is hard to be-
lieve that in the face of all of the cor-
porate scandals that we have been ex-
periencing over the last few years, that 
this legislation still allows for execu-
tives to receive a golden parachute. 
Unbelievably, executives who have run 
their companies into the ground can 
continue to receive large lump sum 
payments from their underfunded pen-
sion plans at the same time that the 
rank-and-file employees’ benefits have 
been frozen. 

You heard me right. If a company’s 
plan is underfunded by 80 percent, 
rank-and-file workers cannot receive 
new benefits or lump sum payments. 
Meanwhile, the restrictions for execu-
tives do not start until the plan is un-
derfunded by 60 percent. That dif-
ference adds up to billions and billions 
of dollars. 

Whatever happened to the captain 
going down with the ship? The way this 
bill reads the only boat the Republican 
majority is familiar with is the Titanic, 
because they are giving lifeboats to the 
first class passengers only. 

Mr. Speaker, we live in a country 
that values equality. Why oh why in 
the world would we allow this pension 
bill to pass the House treating execu-
tive pension benefits differently from 
their workers? What happened to what 
is good for the goose is good for the 
gander? If workers’ pensions are under-
funded, then so are executives. It is 
time to end the golden parachute or, as 
the gander goes, the golden egg. 

I urge my colleagues, vote against 
this conference report and support 
workers benefits. 

Mr. CAMP of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Pennsylvania (Ms. HART), a dis-
tinguished member of the Ways and 
Means Committee. 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for yielding, and I espe-
cially thank the chairman for answer-
ing the call of families across the Na-
tion to make 529 qualified tuition pro-
grams permanent. 

What are those plans? For those of 
you who do not know, the 529 section 
allows for tax-free college savings. This 
is something that has encouraged so 
many families to save for college. The 
figures in assets in 529 plans have 
grown from $13 billion in 2001 to more 
than $65 billion today. This has pro-
vided for so many families to save for 
education, and it is more important 
than ever because we know workers 
with the least education have generally 
experienced the slowest wage growth 
over the past three decades. Making 
this plan permanent allows families to 
plan for the future and make sure that 
they will get that education. 

Also, the pension changes are so very 
important. In the communities that I 
represent, we experienced terrible, 
really unfairness, on pension plans 
when US Airways filed for bankruptcy 
and turned their pension plans over to 
the PBGC, and unfortunately, their ex-
ecutives took a golden parachute. 

The gentlewoman who just spoke be-
fore me was wrong in her statement 
that those executives continue to do 
this. The plans must be funded before 
these executives could have a special 
set-aside pension plan for themselves. 
We ended that practice of unfairness of 
these large company executives steal-
ing the money away while their rank- 
and-file workers lose. 

The bill encourages greater trans-
parency for the employees to know the 
health of their pension plan. These are 
such important changes that anyone 
who does not support it is not sup-
porting the retirement security for the 
people in their district. It is so impor-
tant that people know the status of 
their finances as they work through 
their working life so they have expec-
tation of their pension, they have ex-
pectation of how much income they 
will receive, and this bill will help 
them get there. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 30 seconds 
just to correct the record. 
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The legislation does not require the 

funding of these plans. Executives can 
continue to get benefits out of these 
plans if they are only 60 percent fund-
ed. The gentlewoman from California 
was correct. Workers can only get ben-
efits if they are 80 percent funded. 

So the executives can continue to 
draw down the assets of the corpora-
tions, but the employees cannot. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
NEAL), a member of the Ways and 
Means Committee. 

(Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman. 

When you hear this argument and 
this debate, remember, a year ago, 
these are the people that were going to 
abandon the Social Security system. 
These are the people that were going to 
throw the Social Security system over-
board. 

I heard the gentleman from Arizona 
say, well, there is good things in the 
legislation and there is bad things in 
the legislation. Does anybody remem-
ber the S&L issue around here or did 
we have amnesia? There were good 
things about deregulating the S&Ls, 
and it cost the American taxpayer $500 
billion, but a decade later. 

The Wall Street Journal published a 
poll yesterday. I hear my Republican 
friends talking about how great every-
thing is. How good everything is on 
Wall Street. 

The American people are asked, in 
what direction is the country headed, 
right or wrong? And by almost two- 
thirds they say the wrong direction. 
They are paying $3.15 a gallon for gaso-
line, their health care plan is being 
taken away, and their retirement plan 
is being compromised, if not jeopard-
ized. 401(k) plans are replacing the de-
fined benefit that we had all come to 
know. 

That is where the anxiety is coming 
from. That is why the American people 
think the country’s headed in the 
wrong direction. 

You are about to hasten the demise 
of the defined benefit plan by embrac-
ing this legislation tonight, and I want 
to say something as well to those who 
are witnessing the debate. 

It has not been vetted through the 
committee system. It has not been pre-
sented back and forth between two par-
ties. It is being put up on a Friday 
night, once again because they think 
you are not watching. That is the way 
the Ways and Means Committee has 
operated during the last few years. 
That is the way legislation’s brought 
to the floor, no opportunity for the mi-
nority to ever be heard. We simply put 
it in front of this body, late at night so 
people cannot witness it, and then we 
move on from there. Whether it is good 
or bad, we will not have our finger-
prints on it. 

Mr. CAMP of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, 
what is the time remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CAMP) has 
23⁄4 minutes remaining, and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE 
MILLER) has 181⁄2 minutes remaining. 

Mr. CAMP of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield 15 seconds to the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
ETHERIDGE). 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. 

I served in business for 19 years and 
have been in public life a long time. I 
have signed a lot of contracts, but 
never in my life have I signed a con-
tract that I have not read. We are ask-
ing the Members of this body to sign a 
contract with the American people 
that we have not read. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. 
OWENS). 

(Mr. OWENS asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, we have 
not an accidental shipwreck here. We 
have a deliberate shipwreck being set 
up. 

I am not the oldest person in this 
body tonight, but I have been here a 
long time and seen the great swindle of 
the savings and loans collapse. This is 
a swindle that will be even bigger. 

We have the full faith and credit 
somewhere behind the pension guar-
anty fund. It is not there, we are going 
to put it behind there, and it is the 
American taxpayers who are going to 
pay when this whole pension system 
collapses. 

I do not know what grand formula is 
in motion here and who the genius is, 
but the looting of America is going 
along very well, and this is one more 
step in that direction. 

It is going to be a huge, like an eco-
nomic asteroid collapsing on the econ-
omy when this pension benefit guar-
anty fund collapses as the savings and 
loans did. 
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We can’t even get a figure as to how 
many billions of dollars were lost in 
the savings and loans. If you go look-
ing for it, it is nebulous. But at least $1 
trillion of taxpayer money has gone 
down the drain, and is still going, par-
tially because it was funded with 30- 
year bonds. 

I watched while it unfolded. And the 
savings and loans criminals, really, 
were not punished. It was a great ex-
ample of how you could steal millions 
and get away with it. Silverado Bank 
comes to mind, because we had rel-
atives of the administration involved 
in that one, and on and on it goes, with 
Members of Congress on the boards, 
and all kinds of things that happened, 
and they got away with it. 

Now we have corporate America hav-
ing mismanaged these pensions all this 
time, having looted them in many dif-

ferent ways. Enron certainly shows us 
how they can do that in quite a clear 
fashion. But there are many other dif-
ferent ways that the people in control 
have looted the pension funds, destroy-
ing them, and they are going to ask the 
American people to bail them out. 
That is what is most devastating about 
tonight. 

Mr. CAMP of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 11⁄2 minutes to the distinguished 
gentleman from the Ways and Means 
Committee, the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. RYAN). 

(Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin asked and 
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.) 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, 
I am sitting here listening to this de-
bate and I am wondering, what bill are 
they talking about? Are they talking 
about the bill that 70 Democrats voted 
for earlier in the year that got 294 
votes? Are they talking about the bill 
that is endorsed by the United Auto 
Workers, by the building trades? Are 
they talking about the bill that was 
negotiated between Democrats and Re-
publicans, between the House and the 
other body? Because that is the bill we 
are talking about right here. This bill 
was written with the input from labor, 
with the input from management, with 
the input from employees and employ-
ers. 

What is wrong? What needs to be 
fixed? Well, you know what needs to be 
fixed? If an employer promises their 
employee they are going to fund their 
pension, by golly, that is exactly what 
they should do. That is what this bill 
does. It makes sure they do in fact fund 
that pension 100 percent. 

If an employer wants to prefund their 
employees’ pension, wants to do good 
by helping them ahead of time, we 
want to change the rules so they can do 
that. And you know what, if an em-
ployer wants to exploit loopholes and 
rip off their employees, shortchange 
their pension, as the current law allows 
employers to do, we have got to stop 
them from doing that. And that is what 
this bill does. 

That is why this bill is supported by 
unions, by management, by Repub-
licans, by Democrats, by the House and 
the other body. This is a bill that is a 
good bill that has been negotiated for a 
year, and I urge its passage. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the 
gentleman from North Dakota (Mr. 
POMEROY). 

Mr. POMEROY. I am pleased to fol-
low the preceding speaker, who like me 
is on the Ways and Means Committee. 
He knows darn well the Ways and 
Means Committee had nothing to do 
with this bill. This bill has been 
marked up in a nontransparent con-
ference committee, and then last night, 
on the eve of the vote, the Republicans 
walked and didn’t vote. It is utter non-
sense the gamesmanship that has been 
played. 

But there have been deals cut. A lot 
of deals have been cut. So some unions 
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cut their deal and they are for it; some 
companies are for it; some industries 
are for it. And I don’t have any prob-
lem with any of them. What I have a 
problem with, with this bill, is the 
great majority of plans, covering 20 
million workers in the workforce 
today, with pension protection, pen-
sions that they are counting on to pay 
that monthly payment in old age. 

We have seen this argument before. 
Remember last year, when the Presi-
dent wanted to privatize Social Secu-
rity? Suddenly, we heard about how 
Social Security was on the rocks; we 
had to end Social Security as we knew 
it to save it. We had to privatize it to 
protect it. This is the same thing that 
is going on now. They are saying pen-
sions are on the rocks. We have to pass 
this bill to save pensions. 

Baloney. Don’t believe a word of it. 
Jane Bryant Quinn, noted commen-
tator on financial matters, writes in a 
recent column about the recovering 
health of pension funding. ‘‘Plans are 
coming back to sounder footing, 
thanks to rising interest rates, massive 
corporate catch-up contributions to 
their plans, limitations on benefits and 
the recovery in the markets.’’ 

And in addition to that, my col-
leagues, we passed a big premium in-
crease in that budget and so more 
money is coming in yet. But none of 
that is mentioned. And so there is a lot 
of confusion on the floor. 

Does this bill toughen that funding 
requirement or not? It is the wrong 
question, my colleagues, and I used to 
be a solvency regulator as a former in-
surance commissioner. The right ques-
tion here is: Will this bill continue pen-
sions or will this bill make their freez-
ing and termination more likely? And 
on that, consider the words of David 
Wyss, chief economist for Standard & 
Poor’s. ‘‘The more that is required of 
plans, the sooner they will go extinct.’’ 
Private pensions are going the way of 
the Dodo. 

Because, you see, when you make 
funding too onerous or too unpredict-
able, you force the executives to cancel 
or terminate or freeze the plan. And 
that is exactly what is at foot. So the 
enemies of pensions can stand on the 
floor and say they are protecting work-
ers by increasing funding, but they 
know all along they are going to cause 
the freezing of plans. 

We have a trend here that is very 
worrisome, because my friends, this is 
the mounting number of frozen pension 
plans. And I am telling you, if we pass 
this bill, this number is going to sky-
rocket. Indeed, one trade group with 
expertise in this area predicts 60 per-
cent of the plans might freeze if the 
bill is passed. 

Let me tell you what happens when a 
plan freezes. It means that you no 
longer get to count future years’ earn-
ings in your retirement benefit. So 
baby boomers in the workforce today, 
following this debate, you are going to 
get killed under this bill. You are not 
going to get final rate of pay as consid-

ering your pension benefit. Instead, 
you are going to get a reduced pension 
than you ever counted on, and they are 
going to swap you for a 401(k). 

Is that a fair trade? Well, Jane Bry-
ant Quinn’s column says that workers 
in this situation may take an annual 
company contribution in their 401(k) of 
15 percent to be equal. Now, how many 
of you know of 401(k)’s where they put 
in 15 percent? 

So what we are seeing here, directed 
right at the baby boom workers, is a 
bill that will cause the freezing of their 
pension, the reduction of their benefit, 
and yet the majority, in their hypoc-
risy, has the nerve to suggest they are 
doing it to protect workers. Kill this 
bill. Protect worker pensions. 

Mr. CAMP of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself the balance of my time. 

I urge Members to vote for this Pen-
sion Protection Act because this bill 
reforms the current system. What we 
have seen through the years in the 
steel industry and some of the airline 
industry, and the auto industry is on 
the brink, we have seen plans termi-
nated and put over on the PBGC. Ev-
erybody loses there, certainly poten-
tially the American taxpayer, but more 
importantly, the workers in those com-
panies end up not receiving the bene-
fits they remember promised. 

This legislation requires plans to be 
fully funded. That is an important step 
forward. It also ensures that the plans 
have a realistic reflection of the value 
of their plan so that we don’t have 
some rule that doesn’t make any sense 
that values a plan at an unrealistic 
amount. The plans are fully funded at 
a mark-to-market amount that actu-
ally reflects the value of the market. 

This bill represents a compromise be-
tween the House and Senate on multi-
employer provisions, which strength-
ens the multiemployer plans as well as 
the defined benefit plans. This legisla-
tion also would allow shutdown bene-
fits if plans are funded above a certain 
level, which are so important as we 
have this changing dynamic in our 
economy that will continue to protect 
our workers. 

This legislation is better than cur-
rent law, reforms current law, 
strengthens our plans, and will ensure 
that plans are not terminated and put 
on the PBGC. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
4, the Pension Protection Act, and I 
ask my colleagues to join me in doing 
the same. We followed a long road to 
get to this point, and there have been 
many bumps along the way. But when 
you are considering such substantial 
legislation, such fundamental reforms, 
especially in a bill where we haven’t 
had reforms like this for over 20 years, 
that is to be expected. 

At the end of the day, however, what 
we have brought to the floor tonight 
represents the reform package agreed 
upon by House and Senate pension con-
ference principals after many, many 
meetings. After a long and sometimes 
difficult process, this bill provides us 
just what we were looking for at the 
outset: Reforms that significantly 
strengthen outdated worker pension 
laws for workers, retirees, and tax-
payers. And that is a major and a long, 
overdue victory. 

In the fall of 2004, nearly 2 years ago, 
the House Education Workforce Com-
mittee, led by then-Chairman 
BOEHNER, unveiled six principles to fix 
our Nation’s outdated pension laws. 
These pillars represented the founda-
tion for the defined benefit pension 
overhaul Congress was about to em-
bark upon, and our committee pledged 
to incorporate them into the final leg-
islative product we would send to 
President Bush. Mr. Speaker, the Pen-
sion Protection Act meets that pledge. 

We pledged to craft a bill that pro-
vides certainty by establishing a per-
manent interest rate to more accu-
rately calculate employers’ pension li-
abilities so they fund their pension 
promises. We have done just that. 

We pledged to craft a bill that relies 
on common sense by enabling employ-
ers to build a cushion in their pension 
plans during good economic times. And 
we have done just that. 

We pledged to craft a bill that estab-
lishes stability by enclosing funding 
loopholes and ensuring employers 
make adequate and consistent cash 
payments to their plans. And we have 
done just that. 

We pledged to craft a bill that prom-
ises greater transparency by giving em-
ployees timely and straightforward in-
formation about the health of their 
plans. And we have done just that. 

We pledged to craft a bill that values 
honesty by ending the practice of al-
lowing employers and union leaders, 
when faced with a severely under-
funded pension plan, to dig their hole 
even deeper by promising extra bene-
fits to employees and retirees. And we 
have done just that. 

And, finally, we pledged to craft a 
bill that enhances retirement security 
portability by ensuring that hybrid 
plans, such as cash balance pensions, 
which offer portable, more generous 
worker benefits, remain a viable part 
of the defined benefits system. And we 
have done just that. 

In short, this bill will reform broken 
pension rules that no longer serve the 
interests of workers who count on their 
retirement savings being there for 
them when they need it. I am proud to 
have played a role in crafting it, and I 
thank Chairman THOMAS, my neighbor 
from California, chairman of the Ways 
and Means Committee, and, in par-
ticular, my former chairman, Leader 
BOEHNER, for leading the charge on this 
important issue. Going all the way 
back to his days as Employer-Em-
ployee Relations Subcommittee Chair, 
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our majority leader has been a tireless 
advocate for the reforms we are consid-
ering tonight, and I thank him for his 
commitment. 

I also want to thank my committee 
staff for their work on this legislation. 
Ed Gilroy, Jim Paretti, Steve Perrotta, 
and Mr. BOEHNER’s pension policy ad-
viser, Stacey Dion. They have been 
truly remarkable throughout this proc-
ess, putting in innumerable hours, and 
we literally would not be here tonight 
without them. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge swift passage of 
H.R. 4, both here in the House this 
evening and in the Senate next week. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I continue to reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I am 
happy to yield 3 minutes to a member 
of the committee, a member of the con-
ference committee, and thank him for 
his work on this bill, the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. KLINE). 

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman, my chairman, for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in very 
strong support of H.R. 4, the Pension 
Protection Act of 2006. This legislation 
provides security and peace of mind for 
working families across our Nation. 
Many Americans have worked their en-
tire lives for their pensions, and noth-
ing is more important to them than 
making sure these obligations are met. 
This legislation protects the interest of 
workers, retirees, and taxpayers, and it 
helps employers continue to offer these 
benefits. 

As vice chairman of the Employer- 
Employee Relations Subcommittee, I 
have worked over the last few years 
with my colleagues to reform these an-
tiquated pension laws. This legislation 
reflects our negotiations with House 
and Senate leaders concluded in recent 
days. I am proud to have championed 
the inclusion of airline relief in this 
final package. 
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The Pension Protection Act strikes 
the necessary balance between the 
many diverse groups with an interest 
in a healthy pension system. The pas-
sage of this bill protects the pensions 
of more than 9,000 Northwest Airline 
pension plan participants who live in 
my district alone. I am honored to rep-
resent these individuals here in Con-
gress and to support this much needed 
legislation on their behalf and on be-
half of all my constituents. 

Without this legislation, Mr. Speak-
er, it is not a matter of if the airline 
terminates its plans; it is a matter of 
when. This bill will allow Northwest 
Airlines to emerge from bankruptcy 
with its pension plans intact. 

Curtis Shoemake, a 30-year North-
west Airline pilot from Minnesota, 
summed up the situation when he re-
marked, ‘‘It’s a win-win for everybody. 
It’s a win because it protects our pen-
sions. It’s a win because the PBGC is 

not burdened with the termination of 
our pension. I’m hopeful that Congress 
will step up to the plate and do the 
right thing.’’ 

Tonight, Mr. Speaker, I am asking 
my colleagues to join me in doing the 
right thing. Let’s take the next step 
toward solving our Nation’s pension 
crisis. Vote for this legislation and 
strengthen America’s pension system 
for the workers of today and of tomor-
row. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I continue to reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the chairman of the Ways 
and Means Committee, Mr. THOMAS. 

Mr. THOMAS. I thank the gentleman 
very much. 

Mr. Speaker, of necessity, this bill, 
H.R. 4, governing pension rules is very 
complex. A detailed, plain-English ex-
planation is available from the Joint 
Committee on Taxation and will be a 
key resource in understanding the in-
tent underlying the bill’s provisions 
and, therefore, obviously of the legisla-
tive intent behind the bill. 

Mr. MCKEON. I am happy to yield 3 
minutes to a subcommittee chairman 
of the Education Committee, a member 
of the conference committee, a good 
friend of mine from Texas, a hero of 
this country, Mr. SAM JOHNSON. 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Thank 
you, Mr. Chairman, for that time. 

I normally don’t do this, but I rise in 
opposition to this pension bill on which 
I am a conferee. The original House 
pension bill had no specific industry re-
lief. In the House bill we did not pick 
winners and losers. 

However, the Senate bill did contain 
specific airline industry relief. The 
four legacy carriers that maintain pen-
sion plans were all treated the same. 
Within that industry, there was no 
picking winners and losers. Yet this 
bill that we are debating chooses to 
favor two bankrupt airlines, Delta and 
Northwest. I appreciate the comments 
previous on Northwest. I think they 
need the help. It gives them extra relief 
for having run their pension plans even 
into the ground. 

The two airlines that are not threat-
ening the retirement security of their 
employees, American and Continental, 
are being punished for having gotten 
wage and benefit concessions from 
their employees during very hard- 
fought, but successful, negotiations. 
American Airlines has been working 
closely with their pilots, flight attend-
ants, and ground crews to be sure that 
this is an airline that keeps flying and 
keeps its promises to its employees. 

Yet the bill debated here tonight will 
give Delta and Northwest a huge com-
petitive advantage. I will vote against 
this bill because all four legacy car-
riers should get the same interest rate, 
I believe, for unfunded promises. 

The Senate bill and the draft con-
ference report that has been circulated 
by the Senate would provide for parity 
for all four airlines on the interest 

rate. Those who support this deal say 
American and Continental are being 
greedy. I say American and Conti-
nental need the same interest rate as 
the other two or they are going to be 
hundreds of millions of dollars at a dis-
advantage against their direct com-
petitors. As a matter of fact, American 
just reported, I think, somewhere 
around $300 million profit in this year, 
and $600 million is what they would be 
cost by this bill each year. 

I am standing with the Texas delega-
tion and airlines that keep their word. 
Our Texas airlines have worked hard to 
keep their word with their employees. 
This Congress must give equal treat-
ment for our major airlines. 

I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
TIERNEY). 

Mr. TIERNEY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I think that there are 
some provisions in this bill that merit 
our hesitation before we proceed for-
ward on it here tonight. This will be 
the second bill that we have passed in 
this House on the same subject, and 
both of them have missed opportuni-
ties. 

This bill misses an opportunity to en-
courage companies to keep offering 
traditional pensions to their employ-
ees. As my colleague Mr. NEAL from 
Massachusetts said earlier, it could be 
the demise of the defined contribution 
plan, defined benefit plan for employ-
ees, a plan that many, many people 
rely on and the best type of pension/re-
tirement plan that people could have. 
This in the face of a majority of this 
body and a White House that are al-
ready intent on attacking and 
privatizing Social Security. 

This bill misses an opportunity to 
protect taxpayers from footing the bill 
for the bailout of the Pension Benefit 
Guaranty Corporation. The PBGC esti-
mates that this bill will increase its 
deficit by $2 billion over the next 10 
years. 

This bill misses an opportunity to 
prevent companies from using bank-
ruptcy to dump workers’ pension plans, 
and we have seen that happen too often 
in a number of instances very recently. 
We had every opportunity to put provi-
sions in this bill that would force com-
panies to try alternative means and 
other financing and ways to stop from 
having to dump their plan into bank-
ruptcy and therefore hurt their retir-
ees. We fail to do it in this bill. 

The bill misses an opportunity to 
save pension benefits for older workers 
by allowing conversion to cash balance 
plans without protecting those that are 
45 years or older, and estimates are 
that they stand to lose up to half of the 
accumulated value in their pension 
plans. 

And the bill misses an opportunity to 
stop companies from awarding lavish 
retirement compensation packages to 
executives at the same time they cut 
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workers’ benefits. The fact of the mat-
ter is that the executives that are re-
sponsible for driving these plans into 
the ground ought to have their fate and 
their retirement hooked onto the fate 
of their employees so that they will 
make sure that these plans succeed 
every possible time. 

And the bill misses an opportunity to 
protect workers’ pension assets. The 
investment advice exemptions in the 
bill don’t adequately protect against 
conflicted investment advice. 

Mr. Speaker, they miss opportunity 
after opportunity. We can do better. 
Let it go back to conference, let’s cor-
rect it, and let’s come out with a good 
pension plan to protect America’s 
workers. 

Mr. MCKEON. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Georgia, a member of the 
committee, for purposes of a unani-
mous consent request. 

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to commend the leader and the 
chairman for their hard work on this. I 
rise in support of H.R. 4. 

Mr. MCKEON. At this time I would 
like to yield to my good friend from 
across the aisle, the ranking member of 
the Transportation Committee, Mr. 
OBERSTAR, for 2 minutes. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

As the chairman of the Ways and 
Means committee said earlier, he did 
say that the pension system is broken. 
I wouldn’t say it is quite broken, but it 
does have some cracks. We forget that 
when ERISA was enacted in 1973, it was 
hailed in particular in my district by 
my predecessor for whom I was admin-
istrative assistant as the great salva-
tion for iron ore mines that were about 
to go into bankruptcy and for workers 
whose pension plans would have been 
lost without PBGC set up under 
ERISA. 

We find now that there are some 
oversights that should have been 
plugged over the years and failings 
that should have been corrected. But 
they weren’t done. And now we are at 
a situation where there is an oppor-
tunity to make an adjustment and that 
is in the airline sector. 

If the steel industry had been as re-
sponsible as I submit Northwest Air-
lines has been and Delta in working 
with their employees to protect the 
pensions, freeze the pensions, require 
the company to pay in over a period of 
time, we wouldn’t have billions of dol-
lars in unfunded liabilities for the steel 
industry in the PBGC, and we would 
have more steel industry still oper-
ating and more workers getting their 
fair pensions. 

Now, the plan that Northwest has set 
before its workers was negotiated with 
the pilots, the flight attendants and 
the machinists, and they said, We’ll 
freeze the plan, but we’ll continue to 
pay into it so that you get the full 
amount you’re entitled to and then 

we’ll substitute a defined contribution 
plan. 

Now, two other carriers, American 
and Continental, say that is unfair to 
them. But what is unfair to them 
would be if we do nothing tonight, de-
feat this bill, and then Northwest sim-
ply turns over in the month of August 
their pension plan to the PBGC and 
thousands of employees from both 
Northwest and Delta are out of luck, 
they lose huge amounts of money over 
the balance of their retirement years, 
and then American and Continental 
have a real disparity in competition 
because those companies don’t have 
that burden of liability to pay. 

So pass this bill and give those car-
riers an opportunity to do the right 
thing. 

Mr. MCKEON. May I inquire how 
much time remains. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MCKEON) 
has 31⁄2 minutes remaining. The gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE 
MILLER) has 101⁄4 minutes remaining. 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I am 
happy to yield at this time 21⁄2 minutes 
to a member of the committee, Mr. 
EHLERS from Michigan. 

Mr. EHLERS. This is a very complex 
issue, and we have worked on this bill 
for a considerable amount of time in 
the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce, of which I am a member. 

I am puzzled, because there is a little 
confusion on the floor tonight about 
the airlines issue, and I hope I can help 
to clarify that. The impression that 
has been given, and I have heard it in 
other discussions and not just in this 
debate, that there is one plan here for 
Northwest and Delta and a different 
plan here for Continental and Amer-
ican Airlines. That is simply not true. 

There are two plans, but it does not 
specify which airlines. Any of the air-
lines can pick one of the two plans. It 
is an open choice. One plan is for an 
airline which chooses to freeze their 
pensions. In that case, they will pay 
what they owe to the PBGC at a cer-
tain rate of interest over a certain pe-
riod of time. In the other plan, airlines 
do not have to freeze their pensions 
and they pay their obligation to the 
PBGC at a certain rate over a certain 
amount of time. 

Now, those rates and times are dif-
ferent because the two plans are dif-
ferent. The liabilities of the airlines 
are different. But Continental or Amer-
ican Airlines can choose to use the fro-
zen plan with no problem whatsoever. 
If they think Northwest and Delta are 
getting a better deal, they can join 
them. They can freeze their plans and 
get the same repayment rate, same in-
terest rate, same time to repay as 
Northwest and Delta. It is very simple. 
Two plans, but no airline is tied to a 
particular plan. They can make the 
choice they wish. In fact, Continental 
is using both plans. 

And so the argument that we are 
being unfair and are picking winners 
and losers among the airlines simply 

does not apply in this case. As Mr. 
OBERSTAR said, this is a fair arrange-
ment which will preserve the pension 
funds for the employees of the airlines 
and will prevent a further load from 
being assigned to the PBGC, the Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation, 
which would lose a lot of government 
money and which we may have to bail 
out if we do not adopt this plan. 

I urge an ‘‘aye’’ vote. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the 
House, this is a complicated piece of 
legislation and Members of the House 
and Members of the Senate have strug-
gled with it for some period of time. 
That struggle really hasn’t been com-
pleted yet because this legislation was 
taken from the conference committee 
and it is here tonight to be passed uni-
laterally within the House and be pre-
sented to the Senate in the future. 

It is difficult to understand all of the 
things that have been done in this leg-
islation, certainly for the Democratic 
Members of the House since we were 
not included in this conference com-
mittee. We were not invited into any of 
the sessions, nor was the information 
shared with us as it was developed dur-
ing the conference committee because 
they chose to run it simply on a par-
tisan basis among the House conferees. 

b 2230 
But I think it is clear to understand 

also that this legislation does, in fact, 
as my colleague from Massachusetts 
said, miss a number of opportunities. 
And that is why we are concerned with 
it tonight. 

We understand the changes that have 
been made that allow companies to 
continue to underfund those pension 
plans and then increase the contribu-
tions that those plans will have to 
make in later years, and it is pretty 
clear that as businesses sit down and 
make the decisions about the alloca-
tion of resources and they look at 
those increased contributions, the bur-
den will really push them in the direc-
tion of freezing or terminating their 
plans. That is why we see the quote 
that was given this last day or so, ‘‘We 
will see an unprecedented number of 
companies freezing their plans in 2007 
because they will recognize the dif-
ficulties of the new pension regime.’’ 
That comes from the American Bene-
fits Council, which deals with so many 
of these plans, because this tilts the 
table toward the decisions by compa-
nies to terminate or to freeze those 
plans. 

And if that happens, of course, we 
have been warned now, under this leg-
islation by the Pension Benefit Guar-
anty Corporation that as they con-
tribute less to those plans and then 
make that decision, it also heightens 
the likelihood that these underfunding 
problems will become worse, according 
to this legislation as represented to us 
by the Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration. And they also make it clear 
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the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora-
tion that absorbs these plans on behalf 
of a safety net paid for by other plans 
that as they suffer from a huge deficit, 
a $23 billion deficit, they expect that 
this legislation that is before us to-
night will add some $2 billion to that 
deficit over the next 10 years. 

But there are other decisions that 
the conferees could have made or that 
you could have made in drafting this 
bill as you brought it to the floor. You 
could have erred on the side of working 
people. You could have made a decision 
that in these plans that are distressed 
and underfunded that we would, in 
fact, treat the employees and the ex-
ecutives alike. But we set two different 
standards. We said that if your plan is 
not 80 percent funded, then the employ-
ees can get no additional benefits in 
terms of their retirement out of that 
plan. But if a plan is only 60 percent 
funded, executives can continue to 
draw and add on and accrue pension 
benefits. So we have set two different 
standards here. Both people, I assume, 
are working very hard for the success 
of that corporation. One is just going 
to get treated entirely differently than 
the other. It is a matter of simple fair-
ness. A matter of simple equity. But 
when we see the greatest disparities in 
the history of this country for a long 
time now, when we see these dispari-
ties, this bill increases those dispari-
ties between the executives and the 
employees. 

You could have made a decision not 
to harm the pilots that were harmed 
after 9/11 because they were forced to 
retire early. Federal law made them re-
tire at 60. Then 9/11 and the high fuel 
costs come along, and that drives 
United Airlines into bankruptcy, a 
bankruptcy I didn’t agree with, but 
they went into bankruptcy; so you lost 
40 percent of your pension. PBGC took 
over their plan, but you lost an addi-
tional amount because you retired at 
60. Those pilots had no chance. We 
could have taken care of them in this 
bill. One would have thought that that 
was somewhat of a humane thing to do, 
a compassionate thing to do. They 
were victims of 9/11. They were victims 
of the downturn in the travel economy 
after 9/11. They were victims of high 
fuel costs. They did not do anything 
wrong, and Federal law forced them to 
retire. But we just blew off their cause 
in this legislation. 

The issue of older workers, a missed 
opportunity there, to make sure, as we 
transition from defined benefits plans 
to cash balance plans, that we would 
protect the oldest of those workers, the 
closest to retirement, that we would 
make sure that they would be taken 
care of because, as we know, people 
who are 55, 60 years old, 5 years from 
retirement, have very little oppor-
tunity to accumulate the kind of eco-
nomic resources that are necessary to 
match the retirement that they were 
expecting. You didn’t have to do it. It 
was recommended by the administra-
tion. 

The Secretary of Treasury, former 
Secretary Mr. Snow, said it should be 
done. He said he did it in his corpora-
tion at CSX. He voted to do it as a 
member of the board of Verizon. It was 
done by Honeywell. It was done by 
Wells Fargo Bank. It was a compas-
sionate thing to do. They still realized 
the savings that they wanted by chang-
ing their pension plans, and I do not 
object to their doing that. I just 
thought that we could make an effort 
to try to protect those people who the 
GAO tells us would lose almost half of 
their benefits with those kinds of con-
versions. But that was not done in this 
legislation. 

So I really think that we ought to 
understand that those kinds of deci-
sions really do harm a number of peo-
ple that could have been helped in this 
legislation, a significant number of 
people that could have been helped in 
this legislation. And we could have 
done some more to try to help keep 
these plans out of the PBGC. 

We could have also made sure that 
before people went to bankruptcy in 
the manner in which United did, that 
they would have made the last ditch ef-
fort, the kind of effort that we just 
talked about earlier, where airlines 
made these kinds of efforts to freeze 
their plans, but they did not. But I 
think before we rush to bankruptcy 
and then we turn these plans over to 
the PBGC and maybe ultimately to the 
taxpayer that there ought to be a bur-
den, there ought to be a showing, there 
ought to be evidence that, in fact, you 
made every effort. I am not asking you 
to destroy the company. I am asking 
you to make the kind of effort that we 
saw others make but they chose not to 
make it at United, and as a result of 
that, those machinists, those flight at-
tendants, the pilots, the ramp workers, 
and so many others have taken such a 
serious hit on their pension benefits 
with no ability to recover. So those are 
my objections to this legislation. 

We started this session with an un-
precedented attack on Social Security. 
And as people started to look at that 
attack, and they saw the Federal pri-
vatization of Social Security, they 
started to look at their own pension 
plans, and they realized, as what we 
are doing with here today, that their 
own pension plans are very insecure. 
There is probably no employer in this 
country that can tell you that that 
pension plan will be there for their em-
ployees 75 years from now, 65 years 
from now, and be paying out 80 percent 
of the benefits. So people have come to 
realize that they need retirement secu-
rity. And I do not believe that this leg-
islation provides that kind of security 
that individuals need. 

I recognize the transitions in pension 
plans. I recognize the changes in pen-
sion plans. But I really think that this 
legislation, in many ways, was drafted 
looking in the rear-view mirror as op-
posed to the future of these plans and 
how we encourage savings and how we 
encourage participation. 

There is no question this legislation 
deals with some of those issues, but I 
do not believe that we did the kind of 
job that will serve us well in the fu-
ture. 

And I would encourage Members to 
oppose this legislation. We will have a 
motion to recommit, a motion that 
will protect those older workers, a mo-
tion that will treat those airlines the 
same. If they all freeze their plans, 
they should get the same number of 
years to do that, and we think it will 
provide them a greater margin of safe-
ty if they do that, and provide for that 
kind of transition and the protection of 
those pension plans as they originally 
requested, as the Senate originally 
voted to do. But the conferees didn’t go 
there, and certainly this legislation 
being offered in the House tonight 
didn’t go there. But that will be offered 
in a few minutes. 

I urge opposition to this legislation. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, it gives 

me great pleasure to yield the balance 
of my time to our majority leader, who 
started this project as a subcommittee 
chairman and then full committee 
chairman of the Education Committee, 
Mr. BOEHNER from Ohio. 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, let me 
thank my colleague for yielding. 

And, Mr. MILLER, let me say hello to 
you and thank you for your loyal oppo-
sition. Even though over the last 7 
years that we have worked on this 
project together, much of what is in 
here you should be very proud of be-
cause you and Mr. ANDREWS, Mr. THOM-
AS, Mr. MCKEON, Mr. JOHNSON, and oth-
ers, all of us, over the last 6 or 7 years, 
have spent a lot of time bringing this 
bill together. 

And I am pleased that this bill is on 
the floor tonight. It could be here in a 
different form. It could be here in a dif-
ferent way. But the fact is that we 
have worked together in a bipartisan 
way to craft a very good bill to protect 
American workers’ pensions. 

Simply put, I think these reforms 
that we have put in place tonight rep-
resent the most sweeping changes to 
America’s pension system in 30 years. 
And they will ensure that workers and 
retirees can continue to count on their 
hard-earned retirement benefits. And 
these reforms, I think, deserve the sup-
port of every Member in this House. 

Over the past few years, we have seen 
more and more companies get out of 
their pension system, freeze their pen-
sion plan, go bankrupt, turn it over to 
the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora-
tion, and put the pension benefits for 
American workers in jeopardy. And 
what we are attempting to do tonight, 
in a bipartisan way, is to protect the 
American workers and the benefits 
that they have earned and try to make 
sure that the commitments that com-
panies make to their workers are kept. 
And the way to do that is to make sure 
that we put more money into these 
pension funds. 
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Now, my friend from California, who 

was down here arguing against this 
bill, had a two-sided argument. One, 
the bill is too strong. We are going to 
require companies to put more money 
into their pension plans, and as a re-
sult, they are going to freeze their 
plans. Yet on the other hand, he is 
complaining that we are not protecting 
the interests of the American worker. 
Now, we spent years on this, both of us 
together, and we know the only way 
you get there is to walk a very fine 
line, to make sure that promises made 
to American workers are kept, that 
plans are better funded, and that we 
try to prevent a taxpayer bailout of the 
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation. 

As my colleague from California said, 
7 years ago, when I was bounced out of 
the Republican leadership after the 
1998 election, I became chairman of the 
Employer-Employee Relations Sub-
committee of the Education and the 
Workforce Committee, a subcommittee 
most of you have never heard of. And 
my ranking member was my good 
friend from New Jersey, Mr. ANDREWS, 
and we began a series of hearings in 
1999 to uncover what was happening in 
the pension system in America today. 
And we had dozens of hearings and 
worked hard. And some of the things 
that we learned, I think we have dealt 
with very comprehensively in this bill. 

The bill ensures that employers bet-
ter fund their pension plans. It closes 
loopholes that allow underfunded plans 
to skip their pension payments. It pro-
hibits employers and union leaders 
from digging the hole even deeper by 
promising extra benefits when their 
plans are severely underfunded. The 
bill enhances disclosure to give work-
ers and retirees more information 
about the condition of their own pen-
sion fund that they are a member of. It 
protects taxpayers from a multi-billion 
dollar bailout of the Pension Benefit 
Guaranty Corporation. It better pro-
tects multi-employer pension plans for 
both workers and the employers who 
fund them. And it gives access to crit-
ical investment advice for those who 
have 401(K) plans and IRAs. 

I want to also mention the last issue, 
the fact that one of the issues I have 
worked on for these 7 years and never 
given up on is trying to get critical in-
vestment advice into those who have 
self-directed plans. My colleague from 
Massachusetts sits over there with a 
smile on his face because we worked on 
this together, although he disagrees 
with me. He is still my friend. But 
helping those who have to make deci-
sions in their 401(k) plan or their IRA 
is critically important if we want to 
help them get the type of retirement 
security that they want for them-
selves. We all know that many of these 
plans are underfunded. 

There is not enough diversification in 
their portfolios, and if we don’t get real 
investment advice and personalized in-
vestment advice into their hands, we 
know they are not going to have the 
type of retirement that they are ex-

pecting. Thankfully, those provisions 
are included in this bill to help make 
sure that investment advice gets there. 

Another big issue is bringing legal 
certainty to those cash balance plans, 
these hybrid plans. It is not a defined 
benefit plan; it is not a 401(K). And 
over 2,000 companies in America today 
have these hybrid pension plans, and 
they are in some legal jeopardy. And I 
think we have struck the right balance 
in this legislation to protect the inter-
est of older workers that are in defined 
benefit plans as these conversions take 
place. 

Now, not every Member favors every 
provision of this bill, as my friend from 
California pointed out. And if I had to 
write this bill myself, it would be dif-
ferent than what we see today. The 
fact is that I think we have made good 
on our promise to help American work-
ers keep their retirement benefits they 
have earned, to make sure that those 
commitments are kept. 

I want to thank my friend from Cali-
fornia, Chairman BILL THOMAS, whom I 
have worked on this proposal with for 
the last 5 years. We all know BILL is a 
sweet, lovable human being. This is his 
last year as chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee. And I have got to 
tell you that all of us in the House, 
whether we agree with BILL or disagree 
with BILL every day, BILL is someone 
who works hard, puts his mind to it, 
and no one has worked harder in bring-
ing this bill to the floor tonight than 
my colleague and friend from Cali-
fornia, Mr. THOMAS. 

b 2245 

Also I want to thank Chairman 
MCKEON, the man who took my place 
as Chairman of the Education and 
Workforce Committee some 6 months 
ago, for his hard work. 

I want to thank my staff. Stacey 
Dion, Stacey, everybody that has 
worked on this knows Stacey. She has 
been one of the principal authors of 
this. I want to thank Paula 
Nowakowski, Jo-Marie St. Martin, 
Kevin Smith, Mike Sommers, Greg 
Maurer, Dave Schnittger and George 
Canty on my staff for all of their work 
on this bill now and in the past. 

I also have to thank some of my 
former staff on the Education and the 
Workforce Committee, Ed Gilroy, 
Steve Forde, Jim Paretti and Steve 
Perrotta, for all of the work they have 
done continuing to assist not only me 
when I was chairman, but Mr. MCKEON 
as well. 

Let me also thank the staff from the 
Ways and Means Committee and our 
Democrat staff who have worked hard 
over many years to get us to this point. 

This is a very important bill. I think 
all of my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle know it is a very important 
bill. 

When we started this process, Mr. 
ANDREWS and I in 1999, it wasn’t many 
months into this when we asked our-
selves, why haven’t these laws been 
cleaned up and straightened out? Well, 

Mr. ANDREWS, I can tell you, I found 
out why, because it is hard work and 
there are a lot of people who have a lot 
of different interests. 

But at the end of the day, the work 
that we started I think is going to pay 
dividends tonight, because what we 
have here is a process and a product 
that has been developed together that 
will in fact meet the goals that we set 
out to do. And it wouldn’t have hap-
pened without the work of a lot of 
Members on both sides of the aisle. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to support this bill, to defeat 
the motion to recommit, and move this 
bill to the Senate and on to the Presi-
dent’s desk. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, there is 
probably no issue of more critical interest to 
the majority of the people that I represent than 
retirement security. We are facing a growing 
crisis in this country because of the way pen-
sion plans have been mismanaged and the 
stresses that are coming from demographic 
changes, in particular the pending retirement 
of the baby-boomers. We’ve already seen 
many of these programs disrupted to the seri-
ous disadvantage of hardworking men and 
women who through no fault of their own are 
facing a much more difficult time in retirement. 

I am sad in this instance that this bill does 
not make the simple adjustment that all em-
ployees’ pensions are treated the same 
whether they are an executive or metalworker 
or longshoreman. That would have been a 
simple reform providing equity and would have 
forced more attention and energy on the part 
of top executives to protect the integrity of 
their pension programs. However this is not 
the case. 

I am frustrated that this comes at the last 
minute with little chance for review and without 
the full participation from conferees on both 
sides of the aisle. Frankly, my staff and I and 
the people in my district have had very little 
time to be able to fully analyze the con-
sequences of this legislation. This is not the 
best we can do, but it looks to me like it’s the 
best we can expect for now. I am quite con-
fident this is not the last word and I will vote 
in favor while continuing to work to do a better 
job for American industry and its workers. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in opposition to H.R. 4, the Pension Pro-
tection Act of 2005. I support the Miller/Rangel 
motion for several reasons. Specifically, I op-
pose the bill because I am not satisfied that it 
adequately protects older workers’ benefits in 
cash balance conversions and ensures that 
airline pilots do not see unfair cuts to their 
PBGC benefits because of the FAA’s manda-
tory retirement rules and agree to the Senate 
provisions on airlines. I believe the bill can be 
designed better to prevent pension plan dump-
ing and to treat equally executive compensa-
tion and worker and executive pensions equal-
ly. 
PROVISIONS PROTECTING OLDER WORKERS’ BENEFITS IN 

CASH BALANCE CONVERSIONS 
These provisions prohibit discrimination 

against older workers by the practice of offset-
ting previously earned pension benefits 
against new benefits under the plan, also 
known as ‘‘wearaway’’ of older worker bene-
fits. They also provide fair rules to protect 
workers’ pensions in conversions of traditional 
pension plans to cash balance pension plans. 
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In a recent study, the GAO found that, without 
these transition protections, almost all workers 
could lose up to 50 percent of their expected 
pension benefits in a cash balance conver-
sion. 
PROVISIONS THAT ENSURE THAT AIRLINE PILOTS DO NOT 

SEE UNFAIR CUTS TO THEIR PBGC BENEFITS BECAUSE 
OF THE FAA’S MANDATORY RETIREMENT RULES 
Under FAA rules, airline pilots are required 

to retire at age 60, and if they retire earlier 
than age 60, they cannot go back to work 
once they hit age 60. When a pilot pension 
plan is terminated and sent to the PBGC, the 
PBGC considers age 65 to be the normal re-
tirement age, treats age 60 as an early retire-
ment, and cuts pilots guaranteed benefits as a 
result. These provisions would require the 
PBGC to treat age 60 as the normal retire-
ment age for pilots and adjust their guaran-
teed benefits accordingly. The motion would 
limit this treatment to those pension plans 
which were terminated after September 11, 
2001. It could come no sooner. United Airlines 
pilots are seeing their pensions cut by tens of 
thousands of dollars each year under the 
PBGC rules. Their retirement nest eggs have 
been decimated. They are hit twice—once by 
the company’s unfair dumping and again by 
the PBGC’s benefit reductions. 

PROTECTION OF AIRLINES 
The airlines have been hurt by skyrocketing 

fuel prices and 9/11. It would be devastating 
to hundreds of thousands of workers across 
the Nation if more airlines are permitted to 
dump their plans into the PBGC. These provi-
sions give airlines the ability to keep their 
plans going by stretching out payments over 
20 years instead of 7 years. 

PROVISIONS DESIGNED TO PREVENT PENSION PLAN 
DUMPING 

These provisions allow the PBGC and 
Treasury Secretary to enter into an alternative 
funding agreement with an employer if its pen-
sion plan is in danger of being terminated. If 
workers and retirees are facing the destruction 
of their pension plans, Congress should give 
the PBGC and Treasury Departments the 
flexibility to work out alternatives to termi-
nation. If such alternatives to simply dumping 
a plan were available during the United Air-
lines crisis, the largest pension termination in 
history might have been averted. 

PROVISIONS ON EXECUTIVE COMPENSATION AND WORK 
TO TREAT WORKER AND EXECUTIVE PENSIONS EQUALLY 

Under the House bill, workers see benefit 
restrictions when a pension plan falls below 80 
percent funding. Executives, on the other 
hand, only see limited benefit restrictions 
much later—at less than 60 percent funding. 
The Senate bill achieves greater parity than 
the House bill in how workers and executives 
are treated. Over the last several years, we 
have seen repeated cases where executives 
have protected or even enhanced their own 
golden parachutes, while cutting or eliminating 
workers’ pensions. It is time for these unfair 
practices to end. If it is good enough for the 
sailor, it is good enough for the captain. 

CONCLUSION 
For these reasons, I oppose H.R. 4 and 

urge my colleagues to join me. 
Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of 

the legislation before us tonight. The Pension 
Benefit Guaranty Corporation, PBGC, is dan-
gerously underfunded, current pension law is 
antiquated, and this Congress must do all it 
can to shore up America’s private pension 
system. 

The bill addresses the concerns of both 
workers and employers and makes necessary 
changes to shore up the Federal pension sys-
tem. Among the welcomed reforms are greater 
transparency and accountability in the PBGC, 
the special consideration given to airlines, and 
the overall tightening of rules so that compa-
nies will meet their financial obligations to their 
employees and retirees. 

As a cochair of the New Democrat Coalition, 
I believe it is important to reform pensions so 
that promises to workers are kept, taxpayers 
are not left footing the bill, and companies can 
continue to be good actors and offer pension 
plans. In addition, any discussion of pension 
reform must include an increased emphasis 
on personal responsibility. 

Americans are not saving enough for retire-
ment. In fact, the national savings rate is at its 
lowest level since the 1930s, declining from 
9.4 percent in 1970 to just 1 percent in 2004. 
In response to these weak savings rates, we 
need to create new, simpler incentives for 
middle-class Americans to save. Fewer than 
40 percent of U.S. workers have calculated 
how much they will need to retire, 30 percent 
have not saved anything for retirement, and 
only 20 percent feel very confident about hav-
ing enough money to live comfortably in retire-
ment. Therefore, I am pleased by provisions in 
this bill making the saver’s credit permanent 
and encouraging automatic enrollment in 
401Ks. 

This legislation makes the necessary re-
forms to strengthen the Federal pension sys-
tem to the benefit of workers, retirees and tax-
payers alike. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, House Repub-
licans are bringing this bill, rather than a final 
conference report, for one reason and one 
reason only—to prevent the inclusion of long- 
overdue provisions to extend important busi-
ness tax credits that reward things like re-
search and development and efforts to hire 
low-wage workers. Those credits expired 7 
months ago and are now hostage to the Re-
publican quest to pass tax cuts for a tiny num-
ber of incredibly wealthy families. That is an 
outrage. 

However much I deplore the process by 
which this bill was rushed to the floor, and 
however flawed it may be, it does include 
some critically important and very time-sen-
sitive provisions, and its worst elements have 
been significantly improved since the original 
Bush administration proposal. For that reason, 
I have decided to vote in favor of this bill. 

The bill includes provisions which must be 
enacted quickly if we hope to save pension 
benefits for large numbers of workers in the 
airline industry and in the building trades and 
other industries with multi-employer pension 
plans. 

Without a provision in this bill which would 
give airlines more time to fully fund their pen-
sion plans, Northwest Airlines has said it will 
have to terminate its pension plan and turn it 
over to the Federal Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation. That’s a bad outcome for every-
one. It’s a bad outcome for Northwest employ-
ees, because many of them will not receive 
their full earned pensions if that happens. It’s 
a bad outcome for taxpayers, because we will 
assume Northwest’s debt, even though the 
company is eager to pay it, given time. 

The bill also includes long-overdue reforms 
to multi-employer pension plan law. These 
long-overdue reforms will allow multi-employer 

pension plans to address what for some plans 
is a short-term funding crisis, and will give all 
plans flexibility they didn’t have before to ad-
vance fund and guard against a future crisis. 
Republican leaders unfairly dropped multi-em-
ployer pension plan reform from the pension 
reform bill that addressed similar problems for 
single-employer plans several years ago. 

This final bill also represents a substantial 
improvement over the original proposal put 
forth by the Bush administration, and the bills 
that passed the House and Senate. Under the 
improved bill: 

Companies will be spared the extreme fund-
ing unpredictability proposed by the Bush ad-
ministration, which advocated forcing compa-
nies to respond to every short-term fluctuation 
in interest rates and workforce composition, 
without any ‘‘smoothing’’ of interest rates at 
all. 

A provision which would have unfairly clas-
sified pension plans as ‘‘at risk’’ and subject to 
penalty if the company had a poor credit rat-
ing, even if the plan itself was well-funded, 
has been removed. That provision might have 
forced companies like General Motors to divert 
resources from addressing business chal-
lenges and into an already well-funded pen-
sion plan. 

Plans will be allowed to amortize both gains 
and losses in their pension plans over time, 
and will be able to use accurate assumptions 
about early retirement to predict future liabil-
ities so that the plans are properly funded. 

The flawed Bush administration proposal to 
deny all workers plant shutdown benefits was 
mitigated, though not removed, and the con-
ferees adopted provisions from the Senate bill 
which we hope will prevent employers from 
using pension plan underfunding as a tactic to 
cut retirement benefits negotiated in collective 
bargaining. 

Despite my decision to support the bill and 
address immediate needs, I must admit I con-
tinue to have deep reservations about this 
bill’s long-term impact on our defined benefit 
pension system, which provides guaranteed 
retirement income for millions of Americans. 
Knowing how committed President Bush and 
his allies in the House are to Social Security 
privatization increases my concerns, especially 
given the way this bill came to the House 
floor. 

The final bill includes fundamental changes 
to the way companies determine their con-
tributions to pension plans. The new ‘‘yield 
curve’’ methodology proposed by the Bush ad-
ministration is completely untested, and is like-
ly to make required pension obligations much 
more unpredictable. Many companies have 
suggested that this new unpredictability may 
be the final straw that leads them to terminate 
their guaranteed pension plans. 

The final bill includes a requirement that 
companies subtract credit balances they 
earned by making advance pension contribu-
tions before calculating their plan funding 
level, a change which will provide a strong dis-
incentive to advance fund, since advance con-
tributions will be treated as if they don’t exist 
in the future. Advance funding is critical if 
companies are to balance the need to fully 
fund retirement benefits with the need to direct 
resources to current operations in difficult 
times. 

The final bill included provisions which may 
make workers pay the price when companies 
don’t fund their pensions, including provisions 
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which restrict benefits for workers when plants 
shut down and a dangerous provision which 
would allow deeply underfunded multiemployer 
pension plans to cut benefits that workers 
have already earned. The bill also misses a 
real opportunity to enact better protections for 
workers whose companies declare bankruptcy 
and terminate their pension plans. 

I regret that this bill was not crafted in a 
Congress that genuinely believed in guaran-
teed retirement benefits and preserving them 
for the future. There is much bad with the 
good, and much of the effort that went into 
this bill was directed toward mitigating prob-
lems with the original bill, rather than address-
ing real problems with retirement security. I 
hope that in the next Congress, we will be in 
a position to pass legislation that will strength-
en retirement security for all workers. 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4 provides 
significant reforms of ERISA prohibited trans-
action rules. These new exemptions are in ad-
dition to exemptions that have already been 
granted by the Secretary of Labor or are in-
cluded in the ERISA statute. 

I am supportive of the relief for the use of 
electronic communication networks and similar 
trading venues. This reflects the availability of 
new technology to make trading more efficient. 
ERISA plans are incurring higher execution 
costs because of the difficulty of sending 
ERISA plan trades to electronic trading sys-
tems. Greater access to electronic trading can 
provide ERISA plan participants with the same 
benefits that are available to non-ERISA plans 
and other institutional investors. 

The legislation requires plan fiduciary au-
thorization and prior notice before an ECN or 
similar trading venue can be used if the man-
ager or his affiliate has an ownership interest 
in the trading venue. However, it recognizes 
that prior notice and authorization is not re-
quired for exchanges or venues where a man-
ager or its affiliate have an ownership interest 
that is insignificant, such as under 10 percent. 
In addition, as under current law, a transaction 
executed on an exchange or automated public 
quotation system will not result in a prohibited 
transaction, even if it is owned in part by an 
affiliate of an investment manager. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 966, 
the bill is considered read and the pre-
vious question is ordered. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 
MOTION TO RECOMMIT OFFERED BY MR. GEORGE 

MILLER OF CALIFORNIA 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer a motion to recom-
mit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the 
gentleman opposed to the bill? 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
I am in its current form. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. George Miller of California moves to 

recommit the bill H.R. 4 to the Committee 
on Education and the Workforce with in-
structions to report the same back to the 
House forthwith with the following amend-
ment: 

At the end of title I add the following: 
Subtitle C—Age Requirement for Employers 

SEC. 121. AGE REQUIREMENT FOR EMPLOYERS. 
(a) SINGLE-EMPLOYER PLAN BENEFITS 

GUARANTEED.—Section 4022(b) of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 (29 U.S.C. 1322(b)) is amended in the 
flush matter following paragraph (3), by add-
ing at the end the following: ‘‘If, at the time 
of termination of a plan under this title, reg-
ulations prescribed by the Federal Aviation 
Administration require an individual to sep-
arate from service as a commercial airline 
pilot after attaining any age before age 65, 
paragraph (3) shall be applied to an indi-
vidual who is a participant in the plan by 
reason of such service by substituting such 
age for age 65.’’. 

(b) MULTIEMPLOYER PLAN BENEFITS GUAR-
ANTEED.—Section 4022B(a) of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1322b(a)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: ‘‘If, at the time of termi-
nation of a plan under this title, regulations 
prescribed by the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration require an individual to separate 
from service as a commercial airline pilot 
after attaining any age before age 65, this 
subsection shall be applied to an individual 
who is a participant in the plan by reason of 
such service by substituting such age for age 
65.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to benefits 
payable on or after the date of enactment of 
this Act, but only with respect to plan ter-
minations occurring after September 11, 2001. 

Strike section 402 and insert the following: 
SEC. 402. SPECIAL FUNDING RULES FOR PLANS 

MAINTAINED BY COMMERCIAL AIR-
LINES THAT ARE AMENDED TO 
CEASE FUTURE BENEFIT ACCRUALS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—If an election is made to 
have this section apply to an eligible plan— 

(1) in the case of any applicable plan year 
beginning before January 1, 2007, the plan 
shall not have an accumulated funding defi-
ciency for purposes of section 302 of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 and sections 412 and 4971 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 if contributions to the 
plan for the plan year are not less than the 
minimum required contribution determined 
under subsection (d) for the plan for the plan 
year, and 

(2) in the case of any applicable plan year 
beginning on or after January 1, 2007, the 
minimum required contribution determined 
under sections 303 of such Act and 430 of such 
Code shall, for purposes of sections 302 and 
303 of such Act and sections 412, 430, and 4971 
of such Code, be equal to the minimum re-
quired contribution determined under sub-
section (d) for the plan for the plan year. 

(b) ELIGIBLE PLAN.—For purposes of this 
section— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘eligible plan’’ 
means a defined benefit plan (other than a 
multiemployer plan) to which sections 302 of 
such Act and 412 of such Code applies— 

(A) which is sponsored by an employer— 
(i) which is a commercial airline passenger 

airline, or 
(ii) the principal business of which is pro-

viding catering services to a commercial pas-
senger airline, and 

(B) with respect to which the requirements 
of paragraphs (2) and (3) are met. 

(2) ACCRUAL RESTRICTIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 

paragraph are met if, effective as of the first 
day of the first applicable plan year and at 
all times thereafter while an election under 
this section is in effect, the plan provides 
that— 

(i) the accrued benefit, any death or dis-
ability benefit, and any social security sup-

plement described in the last sentence of sec-
tion 411(a)(9) of such Code and section 
204(b)(1)(G) of such Act, of each participant 
are frozen at the amount of such benefit or 
supplement immediately before such first 
day, and 

(ii) all other benefits under the plan are 
eliminated, 

but only to the extent the freezing or elimi-
nation of such benefits would have been per-
mitted under section 411(d)(6) of such Code 
and section 204(g) of such Act if they had 
been implemented by a plan amendment 
adopted immediately before such first day. 

(B) INCREASES IN SECTION 415 LIMITS DIS-
REGARDED.—If a plan provides that an ac-
crued benefit of a participant which has been 
subject to any limitation under section 415 of 
such Code will be increased if such limita-
tion is increased, the plan shall not be treat-
ed as meeting the requirements of this para-
graph unless, effective as of the first day of 
the first applicable plan year and at all 
times thereafter while an election under this 
section is in effect, the plan provides that 
any such increase shall not take effect. A 
plan shall not fail to meet the requirements 
of section 411(d)(6) of such Code and section 
204(g) of such Act solely because the plan is 
amended to meet the requirements of this 
subparagraph. 

(3) RESTRICTION ON APPLICABLE BENEFIT IN-
CREASES.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The requirements of this 
paragraph are met if no applicable benefit 
increase takes effect at any time during the 
period beginning on July 26, 2005, and ending 
on the day before the first day of the first 
applicable plan year. 

(B) APPLICABLE BENEFIT INCREASE.—For 
purposes of this paragraph, the term ‘‘appli-
cable benefit increase’’ means, with respect 
to any plan year, any increase in liabilities 
of the plan by plan amendment (or otherwise 
provided in regulations provided by the Sec-
retary) which, but for this paragraph, would 
occur during the plan year by reason of— 

(i) any increase in benefits, 
(ii) any change in the accrual of benefits, 

or 
(iii) any change in the rate at which bene-

fits become nonforfeitable under the plan. 
(4) EXCEPTION FOR IMPUTED DISABILITY 

SERVICE.—Paragraphs (2) and (3) shall not 
apply to any accrual or increase with respect 
to imputed service provided to a participant 
during any period of the participant’s dis-
ability occurring on or after the effective 
date of the plan amendment providing the 
restrictions under paragraph (2) if the partic-
ipant— 

(A) was receiving disability benefits as of 
such date, or 

(B) was receiving sick pay and subse-
quently determined to be eligible for dis-
ability benefits as of such date. 

(c) ELECTIONS AND RELATED TERMS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A plan sponsor shall make 

the election under subsection (a) at such 
time and in such manner as the Secretary of 
the Treasury may prescribe. Except as pro-
vided in subsection (h)(5), such election, once 
made, may be revoked only with the consent 
of such Secretary. 

(2) YEARS FOR WHICH ELECTION MADE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The plan sponsor may se-

lect the first plan year to which the election 
under subsection (a) applies from among 
plan years ending after the date of the elec-
tion. The election shall apply to such plan 
year and all subsequent years. 

(B) ELECTION OF NEW PLAN YEAR.—The plan 
sponsor may specify a new plan year in the 
election under subsection (a) and the plan 
year of the plan may be changed to such new 
plan year without the approval of the Sec-
retary of the Treasury. 
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(3) APPLICABLE PLAN YEAR.—The term ‘‘ap-

plicable plan year’’ means each plan year to 
which the election under subsection (a) ap-
plies under paragraph (1). 

(d) MINIMUM REQUIRED CONTRIBUTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any applica-

ble plan year during the amortization period, 
the minimum required contribution shall be 
the amount necessary to amortize the un-
funded liability of the plan, determined as of 
the first day of the plan year, in equal an-
nual installments (until fully amortized) 
over the remainder of the amortization pe-
riod. Such amount shall be separately deter-
mined for each applicable plan year. 

(2) YEARS AFTER AMORTIZATION PERIOD.—In 
the case of any plan year beginning after the 
end of the amortization period, section 
302(a)(2)(A) of such Act and section 
412(a)(2)(A) of such Code shall apply to such 
plan, but the prefunding balance as of the 
first day of the first of such years under sec-
tion 303(f) of such Act and section 430(f) of 
such Code shall be zero. 

(3) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion— 

(A) UNFUNDED LIABILITY.—The term ‘‘un-
funded liability’’ means the unfunded ac-
crued liability under the plan, determined 
under the unit credit funding method. 

(B) AMORTIZATION PERIOD.—The term ‘‘am-
ortization period’’ means the 20-plan year pe-
riod beginning with the first applicable plan 
year. 

(4) OTHER RULES.—In determining the min-
imum required contribution and amortiza-
tion amount under this subsection— 

(A) the provisions of section 302(c)(3) of 
such Act and section 412(c)(3) of such Code, 
as in effect before the date of enactment of 
this section, shall apply, 

(B) the rate of interest under section 302(b) 
of such Act and section 412(b) of such Code, 
as so in effect, shall be used for all calcula-
tions requiring an interest rate, and 

(C) the value of plan assets shall be equal 
to their fair market value. 

(5) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN PLAN SPIN-
OFFS.—For purposes of subsection (a), if, 
with respect to any eligible plan to which 
this subsection applies— 

(A) any applicable plan year includes the 
date of the enactment of this Act, 

(B) a plan was spun off from the eligible 
plan during the plan year but before such 
date of enactment, 

the minimum required contribution under 
subsection (a)(1) for the eligible plan for such 
applicable plan year shall be determined as if 
the plans were a single plan for that plan 
year (based on the full 12-month plan year in 
effect prior to the spin-off). The employer 
shall designate the allocation of the min-
imum required contribution between such 
plans for the applicable plan year and direct 
the appropriate reallocation between the 
plans of any contributions for the applicable 
plan year. 

(e) FUNDING STANDARD ACCOUNT AND 
PREFUNDING BALANCE.—Any charge or credit 
in the funding standard account under sec-
tion 302 of such Act or section 412 of such 
Code, and any prefunding balance under sec-
tion 303 of such Act or section 430 of such 
Code, as of the day before the first day of the 
first applicable plan year, shall be reduced to 
zero. 

(f) AMENDMENTS TO OTHER PROVISIONS.— 
(1) QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—Section 

401(a)(36) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, as added by section 402 of this Act, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘This paragraph shall also apply to any plan 
during any period during which an amortiza-
tion schedule under section 403 of the Pen-
sion Security and Transparency Act of 2005 
is in effect.’’ 

(2) PBGC LIABILITY LIMITED.—Section 4022 
of the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974, as amended by this Act, is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(h) SPECIAL RULE FOR PLANS ELECTING 
CERTAIN FUNDING REQUIREMENTS.—During 
any period in which an election by a plan 
under section 403 of the Pension Security 
and Transparency Act of 2005 is in effect, 
then this section and section 4044(a)(3) shall 
be applied by treating the first day of the 
first applicable plan year as the termination 
date of the plan. This subsection shall not 
apply to any plan for which an election 
under section 403(h) of such Act is in effect.’’. 

(3) LIMITATION ON DEDUCTIONS UNDER CER-
TAIN PLANS.—Section 404(a)(7)(C)(iii) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as added by 
this Act, is amended by adding at the end 
the following new sentence: ‘‘This clause 
shall also apply to any plan for a plan year 
if an election under section 403 of the Pen-
sion Security and Transparency Act of 2005 
is in effect for such year.’’ 

(4) NOTICE.—In the case of a plan amend-
ment adopted in order to comply with this 
section, any notice required under section 
204(h) of such Act or section 4980F(e) of such 
Code shall be provided within 15 days of the 
effective date of such plan amendment. This 
subsection shall not apply to any plan unless 
such plan is maintained pursuant to one or 
more collective bargaining agreements be-
tween employee representatives and 1 or 
more employers. 

(g) SPECIAL RULES FOR TERMINATION OF EL-
IGIBLE PLANS.—During any period an elec-
tion is in effect under this section with re-
spect to an eligible plan, the Pension Benefit 
Guaranty Corporation shall, before it seeks 
or approves a termination of such plan under 
section 4041(c) or 4042 of the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974— 

(1) make a determination under section 
4041(c)(4) or 4042(i) of such Act whether the 
termination would be necessary if the Sec-
retary of the Treasury were to enter into an 
agreement under section 4047(a) of such Act 
which provides an alternative funding agree-
ment to replace the amortization schedule 
under this section, and 

(2) if the Corporation determines such an 
agreement would make such termination un-
necessary, take all necessary actions to en-
sure the agreement is entered into. 
The Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation 
shall make the determination under para-
graph (1) within 90 days of receiving all in-
formation needed in connection with a re-
quest for a termination (or if no such request 
is made, within 90 days of consideration of 
the termination by the Corporation). 

(h) CERTAIN BENEFIT ACCRUALS AND IN-
CREASES ALLOWED IF ADDITIONAL CONTRIBU-
TIONS MADE TO COVER COSTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—If an employer elects the 
application of this subsection— 

(A) the requirements of paragraphs (2) and 
(3) of subsection (b) shall not apply with re-
spect to any eligible plan maintained by the 
employer and specified in the election, and 

(B) the minimum required contribution 
under subsection (d) for any plan year with 
respect to the plan shall be increased by the 
amounts described in paragraphs (2) and (3). 

Any liabilities and assets taken into account 
under this subsection shall not be taken into 
account in determining the unfunded liabil-
ity of the plan for purposes of subsection (d). 

(2) CURRENT FUNDING OF ACCRUALS AND IN-
CREASES.—The amount determined under 
this paragraph for any plan year is the tar-
get normal cost which would occur under 
section 303(b) of such Act and 430(b) of such 
Code if— 

(A) any benefit accrual, or benefit increase 
taking effect, during the plan year by reason 

of this subsection were treated as having 
been accrued or earned during the plan year, 
and 

(B) the plan were treated as if it were in 
at-risk status. 

(3) FUNDING MUST BE MAINTAINED.—The 
amount determined under this paragraph for 
any plan year is the amount of any increase 
in the shortfall amortization charge which 
would occur under section 303(c) of such Act 
and 430(c) of such Code if— 

(A) the funding target were determined by 
only taking into account benefits to which 
paragraph (2) applied for preceding plan 
years, 

(B) the only assets taken into account 
were the contributions required under this 
paragraph and paragraph (2) for preceding 
plan years (and any earnings thereon), 

(C) the amortization period included only 
the plan year, 

(D) the transition rule under section 
303(c)(4)(B) of such Act and section 
430(c)(4)(B) of such Code did not apply, and 

(E) the plan were treated as if it were in 
at-risk status. 

(4) SPECIAL RULES FOR YEARS BEFORE 2007.— 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Act, in the case of an applicable plan year of 
an eligible plan to which this subsection ap-
plies which begins before January 1, 2007, in 
determining the amounts described in para-
graphs (2) and (3) for such plan year— 

(A) the provisions of, and amendments 
made by, sections 101, 102, 111, and 112 shall 
apply to such plan year, except that 

(B) the interest rate used under section 303 
of such Act and section 430 of such Code for 
purposes of applying paragraphs (2) and (3) to 
such plan year shall be the interest rate de-
termined under section 302(b)(5) of such Act 
and section 412(b)(5) of such Code, as in effect 
for plan years beginning in 2005. 

(5) ELECTION OUT OF SECTION.—An employer 
maintaining an eligible plan to which this 
subsection applies may make a one-time 
election with respect to any applicable plan 
year not to have this section apply to such 
plan year and all subsequent plan years. Sub-
ject to subsection (d)(2), the minimum re-
quired contribution under section 303 of such 
Act and 430 of such Code for all such plan 
years shall be determined without regard to 
this section. 

(i) EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN EMPLOYEES FROM 
MINIMUM COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 410(b)(3) of such 
Code is amended by striking the last sen-
tence and inserting the following: ‘‘For pur-
poses of subparagraph (B), management pi-
lots who are not represented in accordance 
with title II of the Railway Labor Act shall 
be treated as covered by a collective bar-
gaining agreement described in such sub-
paragraph if the management pilots manage 
the flight operations of air pilots who are so 
represented and the management pilots are, 
pursuant to the terms of the agreement, in-
cluded in the group of employees benefitting 
under the trust described in such subpara-
graph. Subparagraph (B) shall not apply in 
the case of a plan which provides contribu-
tions or benefits for employees whose prin-
cipal duties are not customarily performed 
aboard an aircraft in flight (other than man-
agement pilots described in the preceding 
sentence).’’ 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall apply to years 
beginning before, on, or after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(j) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Except as otherwise 
provided in this section, the amendments 
made by this section shall apply to plan 
years ending after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 

Strike title VII of the bill and insert the 
the following: 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:52 Nov 18, 2006 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00144 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORDCX\T37X$J0E\H28JY6.REC H28JY6cc
ol

em
an

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

71
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6165 July 28, 2006 
TITLE VII—TREATMENT OF CASH BAL-

ANCE AND OTHER HYBRID DEFINED 
BENEFIT PENSION PLANS 

SEC. 701. PROSPECTIVE APPLICATION OF AGE 
DISCRIMINATION, CONVERSION, 
AND PRESENT VALUE ASSUMPTION 
RULES. 

(a) APPLICATION OF AGE DISCRIMINATION 
PROHIBITIONS.— 

(1) AMENDMENT OF ERISA.—Section 204(b) of 
the Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1054(b)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULES FOR CASH BALANCE AND 
OTHER HYBRID DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A qualified cash balance 
plan shall not be treated as violating the re-
quirements of paragraph (1)(H) merely be-
cause it may reasonably be expected that the 
period over which interest credits will be 
made to a participant’s accumulation ac-
count (or its equivalent) is longer for a 
younger participant. This paragraph shall 
not apply to any plan if the rate of any pay 
credit or interest credit to such an account 
under the plan decreases by reason of the 
participant’s attainment of any age. 

‘‘(B) QUALIFIED CASH BALANCE PLAN.—For 
purposes of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified cash 
balance plan’ means a cash balance plan 
which meets the vesting requirement under 
clause (ii) and the interest credit require-
ment under clause (iii). 

‘‘(ii) VESTING REQUIREMENTS.—A plan 
meets the requirements of this clause if an 
employee who has completed at least 3 years 
of service has a nonforfeitable right to 100 
percent of the employee’s accrued benefit de-
rived from employer contributions. 

‘‘(iii) INTEREST CREDITS.—A plan meets the 
requirements of this clause if the terms of 
the plan provide that any interest credit (or 
equivalent amount) for any plan year shall 
be at a rate which— 

‘‘(I) is not less than the applicable Federal 
mid-term interest rate (as determined under 
section 1274(d)(1) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986), and 

‘‘(II) is not greater than the greater of the 
rate determined under subclause (I) or a rate 
equal to the rate of interest on amounts in-
vested conservatively in long-term invest-
ment grade corporate bonds. 

‘‘(iv) DETERMINATION OF RATES.—For pur-
poses of clause (iii)(II), the rate of interest 
on amounts invested conservatively in long- 
term investment grade corporate bonds shall 
be determined by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury on the basis of 2 or more indices that are 
selected periodically by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. The Secretary of the Treasury 
shall make publicly available the indices and 
methodology used to determine the rate. 

‘‘(v) VARIABLE RATE OF INTEREST.—If the 
interest credit rate under the plan is a vari-
able rate, the plan shall provide that, upon 
the termination of the plan, the rate of in-
terest used to determine accrued benefits 
under the plan shall be equal to the average 
of the rates of interest used under the plan 
during the 5-year period ending on the termi-
nation date. 

‘‘(C) CASH BALANCE PLAN.—For purposes of 
this paragraph, the term ‘cash balance plan’ 
means a defined benefit plan under which— 

‘‘(i) the accrued benefit is determined by 
reference to the balance of a hypothetical 
accumulation account, and 

‘‘(ii) pay credits and interest credits are 
credited to such account. 

‘‘(D) REGULATIONS TO INCLUDE SIMILAR OR 
OTHER HYBRID PLANS.— 

‘‘(i) CASH BALANCE PLAN.—The Secretary of 
the Treasury shall issue regulations which 
include in the definition of cash balance plan 
any defined benefit plan (or any portion of 
such a plan) which has an effect similar to a 

cash balance plan. Such regulations may 
provide that if a plan sponsor represents in 
communications to participants and bene-
ficiaries that a plan amendment results in a 
plan being described in the preceding sen-
tence, such plan shall be treated as a cash 
balance plan. 

‘‘(ii) QUALIFIED CASH BALANCE PLAN.—The 
Secretary of the Treasury may in the regula-
tions issued under clause (i) provide for the 
treatment of a cash balance plan as a quali-
fied cash balance plan in cases where the 
cash balance plan has an effect similar to the 
qualified cash balance plan.’’. 

(2) AGE DISCRIMINATION IN EMPLOYMENT 
ACT.—Section 4(i)(2) of the Age Discrimina-
tion of Employment Act of 1967 (29 U.S.C. 
623(i)(2)) is amended— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘(A)’’ after ‘‘(2)’’, and 
(B) by adding at the end the following new 

subparagraph: 
‘‘(B) A defined benefit plan which is treat-

ed as a qualified cash balance plan for pur-
poses of section 204(b)(5) of the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 shall 
not be treated as violating the requirements 
of paragraph (1)(A) merely because it may 
reasonably be expected that the period over 
which interest credits will be made under the 
plan to a participant’s accumulation account 
(or its equivalent) is longer for a younger 
participant. This subparagraph shall not 
apply to any plan if the rate of any pay cred-
it or interest credit to such an account under 
the plan decreases by reason of the partici-
pant’s attainment of any age.’’. 

(3) AMENDMENT OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE.—Section 411(b) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 (relating to accrued benefit re-
quirements) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULES FOR CASH BALANCE AND 
OTHER HYBRID DEFINED BENEFIT PLANS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A qualified cash balance 
plan shall not be treated as violating the re-
quirements of paragraph (1)(H) merely be-
cause it may reasonably be expected that the 
period over which interest credits will be 
made to a participant’s accumulation ac-
count (or its equivalent) is longer for a 
younger participant. This paragraph shall 
not apply to any plan if the rate of any pay 
credit or interest credit to such an account 
under the plan decreases by reason of the 
participant’s attainment of any age. 

‘‘(B) QUALIFIED CASH BALANCE PLAN.—For 
purposes of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified cash 
balance plan’ means a cash balance plan 
which meets the vesting requirement under 
clause (ii) and the interest credit require-
ment under clause (iii). 

‘‘(ii) VESTING REQUIREMENTS.—A plan 
meets the requirements of this clause if an 
employee who has completed at least 3 years 
of service has a nonforfeitable right to 100 
percent of the employee’s accrued benefit de-
rived from employer contributions. 

‘‘(iii) INTEREST CREDITS.—A plan meets the 
requirements of this clause if the terms of 
the plan provide that any interest credit (or 
equivalent amount) for any plan year shall 
be at a rate which— 

‘‘(I) is not less than the applicable Federal 
mid-term interest rate (as determined under 
section 1274(d)(1)), and 

‘‘(II) is not greater than the greater of the 
rate determined under subclause (I) or a rate 
equal to the rate of interest on amounts in-
vested conservatively in long-term invest-
ment grade corporate bonds. 

‘‘(iv) DETERMINATION OF RATES.—For pur-
poses of clause (iii)(II), the rate of interest 
on amounts invested conservatively in long- 
term investment grade corporate bonds shall 
be determined by the Secretary on the basis 
of 2 or more indices that are selected periodi-
cally by the Secretary. The Secretary shall 

make publicly available the indices and 
methodology used to determine the rate. 

‘‘(v) VARIABLE RATE OF INTEREST.—If the 
interest credit rate under the plan is a vari-
able rate, the plan shall provide that, upon 
the termination of the plan, the rate of in-
terest used to determine accrued benefits 
under the plan shall be equal to the average 
of the rates of interest used under the plan 
during the 5-year period ending on the termi-
nation date. 

‘‘(C) CASH BALANCE PLAN.—For purposes of 
this paragraph, the term ‘cash balance plan’ 
means a defined benefit plan under which— 

‘‘(i) the accrued benefit is determined by 
reference to the balance of a hypothetical 
accumulation account, and 

‘‘(ii) pay credits and interest credits are 
credited to such account. 

‘‘(D) REGULATIONS TO INCLUDE SIMILAR OR 
OTHER HYBRID PLANS.— 

‘‘(i) CASH BALANCE PLAN.—The Secretary 
shall issue regulations which include in the 
definition of cash balance plan any defined 
benefit plan (or any portion of such a plan) 
which has an effect similar to a cash balance 
plan. Such regulations may provide that if a 
plan sponsor represents in communications 
to participants and beneficiaries that a plan 
amendment results in a plan being described 
in the preceding sentence, such plan shall be 
treated as a cash balance plan. 

‘‘(ii) QUALIFIED CASH BALANCE PLAN.—The 
Secretary may in the regulations issued 
under clause (i) provide for the treatment of 
a cash balance plan as a qualified cash bal-
ance plan in cases where the cash balance 
plan has an effect similar to the qualified 
cash balance plan.’’. 

(b) RULES APPLICABLE TO ACCRUED BENE-
FITS UNDER CONVERTED PLANS.— 

(1) AMENDMENT OF ERISA.—Section 204(g) of 
the Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1054(g)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(6) TREATMENT OF CONVERSIONS TO CASH 
BALANCE OR OTHER HYBRID PLANS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sub-
section, an applicable plan amendment shall 
be treated as reducing the accrued benefit of 
a participant if, under the terms of the plan 
as in effect after the amendment, the ac-
crued benefit of any participant who was a 
participant as of the effective date of the 
amendment may at any time be less than the 
accrued benefit determined under the meth-
od under subparagraph (B), (C), or (D) which 
is specified in the plan and applies uniformly 
to all participants. An applicable plan 
amendment shall in no event be treated as 
meeting the requirements of any such sub-
paragraph if the conversion described in sub-
paragraph (G)(i) is into a cash balance plan 
other than a qualified cash balance plan (as 
defined in subsection (b)(5)(B)). 

‘‘(B) NO WEARAWAY.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The accrued benefit de-

termined under this subparagraph is the sum 
of— 

‘‘(I) the participant’s accrued benefit for 
years of service before the effective date of 
the amendment, determined under the terms 
of the plan as in effect before the amend-
ment, plus 

‘‘(II) except as provided in clause (ii), the 
participant’s accrued benefit for years of 
service after the effective date of the amend-
ment, determined under the terms of the 
plan as in effect after the amendment. 

‘‘(ii) REQUIRED AMOUNTS FOR CERTAIN PERI-
ODS.—Notwithstanding clause (i)(II), the plan 
shall provide that either— 

‘‘(I) the accrued benefit of all participants 
for each of the first 5 plan years to which the 
amendment applies shall be equal to the 
greater of the accrued benefit determined 
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under the terms of the plan as in effect both 
before and after the amendment, or 

‘‘(II) the accrued benefit for periods after 
the effective date of the amendment of all 
participants who, as of the effective date of 
the amendment, had attained the age of 40 
and had a combined age and years of service 
under the plan of not less than 55 shall be de-
termined under either of the methods de-
scribed in clause (iii) which is selected by 
the plan and which is specified in the amend-
ment. 

‘‘(iii) APPLICABLE METHOD.—For purposes of 
clause (ii)(II), the plan shall select 1 of the 
following methods: 

‘‘(I) The accrued benefit shall be equal to 
the greater of the accrued benefit deter-
mined under the terms of the plan as in ef-
fect both before and after the amendment. 

‘‘(II) At the election of the participant, the 
accrued benefit shall be determined under 
the terms of the plan as in effect either be-
fore or after the amendment. 

‘‘(C) GREATER OF OLD OR NEW OR ELECTION 
OF EITHER.—The accrued benefit determined 
under this subparagraph is the accrued ben-
efit determined under 1 of the following 
methods which is selected by the plan and 
which is specified in the amendment: 

‘‘(i) The accrued benefit shall be equal to 
the greater of the accrued benefit deter-
mined under the terms of the plan as in ef-
fect both before and after the amendment. 

‘‘(ii) At the election of the participant, the 
accrued benefit shall be determined under 
the terms of the plan as in effect either be-
fore or after the amendment. 

‘‘(D) METHOD PRESCRIBED BY SECRETARY.— 
The accrued benefit determined under this 
subparagraph shall be determined under reg-
ulations prescribed by the Secretary which 
are consistent with the purposes of this para-
graph and which may require a plan to pro-
vide a credit of additional amounts or in-
creases in initial account balances in 
amounts substantially equivalent to the ben-
efits that would be required to be provided to 
meet the requirements of subparagraphs (B) 
or (C). 

‘‘(E) INCLUSION OF PRIOR ACCRUED BENEFIT 
INTO INITIAL ACCOUNT BALANCE.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If, for purposes of sub-
paragraphs (B), (C), or (D), an applicable plan 
amendment provides that an amount will be 
initially credited to a participant’s accumu-
lation account (or its equivalent) on the ef-
fective date of the amendment with respect 
to the participant’s accrued benefit for peri-
ods before such date, the requirements of 
such subparagraph shall be treated as met 
with respect to such accrued benefit if the 
amount initially credited is not less than the 
present value of the participant’s accrued 
benefit determined by using the applicable 
mortality table and the lower of the applica-
ble interest rate under section 205(g)(3)(A), or 
the interest rate used to credit interest 
under the plan, as of such date. 

‘‘(ii) ADJUSTMENTS FOR CERTAIN SUBSIDIZED 
BENEFITS.—For purposes of subparagraph (B), 
if any early retirement benefit or retire-
ment-type subsidy (within the meaning of 
paragraph (6)(B)(i)) is not included in the ini-
tial account balance under clause (i), the 
plan shall credit the accumulation account 
with the amount of such benefit or subsidy 
for the plan year in which the participant re-
tires if, as of such time, the participant has 
met the age, years of service, and other re-
quirements under the plan for entitlement to 
such benefit or subsidy. 

‘‘(F) REQUIREMENTS WHERE PARTICIPANT OF-
FERED CHOICE.—If a plan provides a partici-
pant with an election described in subpara-
graph (B)(iii)(II) or (C)(ii), the following 
rules shall apply: 

‘‘(i) NOTICE.—The plan shall not be treated 
as meeting the requirements of either such 

subparagraph unless the plan provides the 
participant a notice of the right to make 
such election which includes information 
(meeting such requirements as may be pre-
scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury)— 

‘‘(I) by which the participant may project 
benefits under the formulas from which the 
participant may choose and may model the 
impact of any such choice, and 

‘‘(II) with respect to circumstances under 
which a participant may not receive the pro-
jected accrued benefits by reason of a plan 
termination or otherwise. 

‘‘(ii) SIGNIFICANT REDUCTION OF RATE OF AC-
CRUAL.—The plan shall provide that if, dur-
ing any of the first 5 plan years during which 
such an election is in effect, the plan adopts 
an amendment which results in a significant 
reduction in the rate of future benefit ac-
crual (within the meaning of section 204(h)), 
the accrued benefit of the participant shall 
be determined as if the participant had made 
the election which resulted in the greatest 
accrued benefit. 

‘‘(iii) BENEFITS MUST NOT BE CONTINGENT ON 
ELECTION.—The plan shall not be treated as 
meeting the requirements of either such sub-
paragraph if any other benefit is conditioned 
(directly or indirectly) on such election. 

‘‘(G) APPLICABLE PLAN AMENDMENT.—For 
purposes of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable 
plan amendment’ means an amendment to a 
defined benefit plan which has the effect of 
converting the plan to a cash balance plan. 

‘‘(ii) SPECIAL RULE FOR COORDINATED BENE-
FITS.—If the benefits of 2 or more defined 
benefit plans established or maintained by 
an employer are coordinated in such a man-
ner as to have the effect of the adoption of 
an amendment described in clause (i), the 
sponsor of the defined benefit plan or plans 
providing for such coordination shall be 
treated as having adopted such a plan 
amendment as of the date such coordination 
begins. 

‘‘(iii) MULTIPLE AMENDMENTS.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall issue regula-
tions to prevent the avoidance of the pur-
poses of this paragraph through the use of 2 
or more plan amendments rather than a sin-
gle amendment. 

‘‘(iv) CASH BALANCE PLAN.—For purposes of 
this paragraph, the term ‘cash balance plan’ 
has the meaning given such term by sub-
section (b)(5)(C). 

‘‘(v) COORDINATION WITH ACCRUAL RULES.—If 
a plan amendment is treated as meeting the 
requirements of this paragraph with respect 
to any participant because such participant 
is eligible to continue to accrue benefits in 
the same manner as under the terms of the 
plan in effect before the amendment, the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe 
regulations under which the plan shall not 
be treated as failing to meet the require-
ments of subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of sec-
tion 204(b)(1) if the requirements of this 
paragraph are met. 

‘‘(H) APPLICATION OF CERTAIN RULES TO 
EARLY-RETIREMENT BENEFITS.—Rules similar 
to the rules of clauses (i), (ii), and (iii) of 
subparagraph (B) and subparagraph (C) shall 
apply in the case of any early retirement 
benefit or retirement-type subsidy (within 
the meaning of section 204(g)(2)(A)).’’. 

(2) AMENDMENT OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE.—Section 411(d) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 (relating to special rules) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(7) TREATMENT OF CONVERSIONS TO CASH 
BALANCE OR OTHER HYBRID PLANS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of para-
graph (6), an applicable plan amendment 
shall be treated as reducing the accrued ben-
efit of a participant if, under the terms of 
the plan as in effect after the amendment, 

the accrued benefit of any participant who 
was a participant as of the effective date of 
the amendment may at any time be less than 
the accrued benefit determined under the 
method under subparagraph (B), (C), or (D) 
which is specified in the plan and applies 
uniformly to all participants. An applicable 
plan amendment shall in no event be treated 
as meeting the requirements of any such 
subparagraph if the conversion described in 
subparagraph (G)(i) is into a cash balance 
plan other than a qualified cash balance plan 
(as defined in subsection (b)(5)(B)). 

‘‘(B) NO WEARAWAY.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The accrued benefit de-

termined under this subparagraph is the sum 
of— 

‘‘(I) the participant’s accrued benefit for 
years of service before the effective date of 
the amendment, determined under the terms 
of the plan as in effect before the amend-
ment, plus 

‘‘(II) except as provided in clause (ii), the 
participant’s accrued benefit for years of 
service after the effective date of the amend-
ment, determined under the terms of the 
plan as in effect after the amendment. 

A similar rule shall apply in the case of any 
early retirement benefit or retirement-type 
subsidy (within the meaning of section 
411(d)(6)(B)(i)). 

‘‘(ii) REQUIRED AMOUNTS FOR CERTAIN PERI-
ODS.—Notwithstanding clause (i)(II), the plan 
shall provide that either— 

‘‘(I) the accrued benefit of all participants 
for each of the first 5 plan years to which the 
amendment applies shall be equal to the 
greater of the accrued benefit determined 
under the terms of the plan as in effect both 
before and after the amendment, or 

‘‘(II) the accrued benefit for periods after 
the effective date of the amendment of all 
participants who, as of the effective date of 
the amendment, had attained the age of 40 
and had a combined age and years of service 
under the plan of not less than 55 shall be de-
termined under either of the methods de-
scribed in clause (iii) which is selected by 
the plan and which is specified in the amend-
ment. 

‘‘(iii) APPLICABLE METHOD.—For purposes of 
clause (ii)(II), the plan shall select 1 of the 
following methods: 

‘‘(I) The accrued benefit shall be equal to 
the greater of the accrued benefit deter-
mined under the terms of the plan as in ef-
fect both before and after the amendment. 

‘‘(II) At the election of the participant, the 
accrued benefit shall be determined under 
the terms of the plan as in effect either be-
fore or after the amendment. 

‘‘(C) GREATER OF OLD OR NEW OR ELECTION 
OF EITHER.—The accrued benefit determined 
under this subparagraph is the accrued ben-
efit determined under 1 of the following 
methods which is selected by the plan and 
which is specified in the amendment: 

‘‘(i) The accrued benefit shall be equal to 
the greater of the accrued benefit deter-
mined under the terms of the plan as in ef-
fect both before and after the amendment. 

‘‘(ii) At the election of the participant, the 
accrued benefit shall be determined under 
the terms of the plan as in effect either be-
fore or after the amendment. 

‘‘(D) METHOD PRESCRIBED BY SECRETARY.— 
The accrued benefit determined under this 
subparagraph shall be determined under reg-
ulations prescribed by the Secretary which 
are consistent with the purposes of this para-
graph and which may require a plan to pro-
vide a credit of additional amounts or in-
creases in initial account balances in 
amounts substantially equivalent to the ben-
efits that would be required to be provided to 
meet the requirements of subparagraphs (B) 
or (C). 
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‘‘(E) INCLUSION OF PRIOR ACCRUED BENEFIT 

INTO INITIAL ACCOUNT BALANCE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If, for purposes of sub-

paragraphs (B), (C), or (D), an applicable plan 
amendment provides that an amount will be 
initially credited to a participant’s accumu-
lation account (or its equivalent) on the ef-
fective date of the amendment with respect 
to the participant’s accrued benefit for peri-
ods before such date, the requirements of 
such subparagraph shall be treated as met 
with respect to such accrued benefit if the 
amount initially credited is not less than the 
present value of the participant’s accrued 
benefit determined by using the applicable 
mortality table and the lower of the applica-
ble interest rate under section 417(e)(3)(A), or 
the interest rate used to credit interest 
under the plan, as of such date. 

‘‘(ii) ADJUSTMENTS FOR CERTAIN SUBSIDIZED 
BENEFITS.—For purposes of subparagraph (B), 
if any early retirement benefit or retire-
ment-type subsidy (within the meaning of 
paragraph (6)(B)(i)) is not included in the ini-
tial account balance under clause (i), the 
plan shall credit the accumulation account 
with the amount of such benefit or subsidy 
for the plan year in which the participant re-
tires if, as of such time, the participant has 
met the age, years of service, and other re-
quirements under the plan for entitlement to 
such benefit or subsidy. 

‘‘(F) REQUIREMENTS WHERE PARTICIPANT OF-
FERED CHOICE.—If a plan provides a partici-
pant with an election described in subpara-
graph (B)(iii)(II) or (C)(ii), the following 
rules shall apply: 

‘‘(i) NOTICE.—The plan shall not be treated 
as meeting the requirements of either such 
subparagraph unless the plan provides the 
participant a notice of the right to make 
such election which includes information 
(meeting such requirements as may be pre-
scribed by the Secretary)— 

‘‘(I) by which the participant may project 
benefits under the formulas from which the 
participant may choose and may model the 
impact of any such choice, and 

‘‘(II) with respect to circumstances under 
which a participant may not receive the pro-
jected accrued benefits by reason of a plan 
termination or otherwise. 

‘‘(ii) SIGNIFICANT REDUCTION OF RATE OF AC-
CRUAL.—The plan shall provide that if, dur-
ing any of the first 5 plan years during which 
such an election is in effect, the plan adopts 
an amendment which results in a significant 
reduction in the rate of future benefit ac-
crual (within the meaning of section 
4980F(e)), the accrued benefit of the partici-
pant shall be determined as if the partici-
pant had made the election which resulted in 
the greatest accrued benefit. 

‘‘(iii) BENEFITS MUST NOT BE CONTINGENT ON 
ELECTION.—The plan shall not be treated as 
meeting the requirements of either such sub-
paragraph if any other benefit is conditioned 
(directly or indirectly) on such election. 

‘‘(G) APPLICABLE PLAN AMENDMENT.—For 
purposes of this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘applicable 
plan amendment’ means an amendment to a 
defined benefit plan which has the effect of 
converting the plan to a cash balance plan. 

‘‘(ii) SPECIAL RULE FOR COORDINATED BENE-
FITS.—If the benefits of 2 or more defined 
benefit plans established or maintained by 
an employer are coordinated in such a man-
ner as to have the effect of the adoption of 
an amendment described in clause (i), the 
sponsor of the defined benefit plan or plans 
providing for such coordination shall be 
treated as having adopted such a plan 
amendment as of the date such coordination 
begins. 

‘‘(iii) MULTIPLE AMENDMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall issue regulations to prevent the 
avoidance of the purposes of this paragraph 

through the use of 2 or more plan amend-
ments rather than a single amendment. 

‘‘(iv) CASH BALANCE PLAN.—For purposes of 
this paragraph, the term ‘cash balance plan’ 
has the meaning given such term by sub-
section (b)(5)(C). 

‘‘(v) COORDINATION WITH ACCRUAL AND NON-
DISCRIMINATION RULES.—If a plan amendment 
is treated as meeting the requirements of 
this paragraph with respect to any partici-
pant because such participant is eligible to 
continue to accrue benefits in the same man-
ner as under the terms of the plan in effect 
before the amendment, the Secretary shall 
prescribe regulations under which— 

‘‘(I) the plan shall not be treated as failing 
to meet the requirements of subparagraph 
(A), (B), or (C) of section 411(b)(1) if the re-
quirements of this paragraph are met, and 

‘‘(II) the plan shall, subject to such terms 
and conditions as may be provided in such 
regulations, not be treated as failing to meet 
the requirements of section 401(a)(4) merely 
because the plan provides any accrual or 
benefit which is required to be provided 
under subparagraph (B), (C), or (D) or be-
cause only participants as of the effective 
date of the amendment are so eligible, ex-
cept that this subclause shall only apply if 
the plan met the requirements of section 
401(a)(4) under the terms of the plan as in ef-
fect before the amendment. 

‘‘(H) APPLICATION OF CERTAIN RULES TO 
EARLY-RETIREMENT BENEFITS.—Rules similar 
to the rules of clauses (i), (ii), and (iii) of 
subparagraph (B) and subparagraph (C) shall 
apply in the case of any early retirement 
benefit or retirement-type subsidy (within 
the meaning of section 411(d)(6)(B)(i)).’’. 

(c) ASSUMPTIONS USED IN COMPUTING 
PRESENT VALUE OF ACCRUED BENEFIT.— 

(1) AMENDMENT OF ERISA.—Section 205(g)(3) 
of such Act (29 U.S.C. 1055(g)(3)), is amend-
ed— 

(A) by striking ‘‘or (B)’’ in subparagraph 
(A)(i) and inserting ‘‘, (B), or (C)’’, and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) PRESENT VALUE OF ACCRUED BENEFIT 
UNDER CASH BALANCE PLAN.—Except as pro-
vided in regulations, in the case of a quali-
fied cash balance plan (as defined in section 
204(g)(6)(B)), the present value of the accrued 
benefit of any participant shall, for purposes 
of paragraphs (1) and (2), be equal to the bal-
ance in the participant’s accumulation ac-
count (or its equivalent) as of the time the 
present value determination is being made.’’. 

(2) AMENDMENT OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE.—Section 417(e)(3) of such Code, is 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘or (B)’’ in subparagraph 
(A)(i) and inserting ‘‘, (B), or (C)’’, and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) PRESENT VALUE OF ACCRUED BENEFIT 
UNDER CASH BALANCE PLAN.—Except as pro-
vided in regulations, in the case of a quali-
fied cash balance plan (as defined in section 
411(d)(7)(B)), the present value of the accrued 
benefit of any participant shall, for purposes 
of paragraphs (1) and (2), be equal to the bal-
ance in the participant’s accumulation ac-
count (or its equivalent) as of the time the 
present value determination is being made.’’ 

(d) NO INFERENCE.—Nothing in the amend-
ments made by this section shall be con-
strued to infer the proper treatment of cash 
balance plans or conversions to cash balance 
plans under sections 204(b)(1)(H) of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974, 4(i)(1) of the Age Discrimination in Em-
ployment Act of 1967, and 411(b)(1)(H) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as in effect 
before such amendments. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
(during the reading). Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to recommit be considered as read 
and printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, reserving 
the right to object, I know some people 
complained about having only a num-
ber of hours to read the bill, but this 
was just handed to me, and I am tempt-
ed to say that perhaps 30 seconds ought 
to be allowed, because it could have 
been handed anytime during the de-
bate. But I know you were very busy 
over there, so you were only able to get 
it to us at the close of debate. We ap-
preciate that. 

Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman is recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 

Mr. Speaker, this motion does two 
things. First, it sends the pension bill 
back to committee to include all of the 
airline protection provisions that were 
included in the Senate-passed pension 
bill. Second, it seeks to send back to 
the committee to add the Senate- 
passed provisions providing for the 
transition protections for older work-
ers affected by cash balance conver-
sions. 

Both of these are critical to pro-
tecting America’s workers’ pensions 
and their retirement security. All 
across America, employees are worried 
sick about their retirement nest egg. 
They have seen big airlines like U.S. 
Air and United cut and run on their ob-
ligations to pay promised benefits and 
are wondering if they are next. 

The House bill protects Delta and 
Northwest and enables them to extend 
their pension payments over 17 years 
at the plan’s interest rate. However, 
the bill only provides American and 
Continental a 10-year payment and at a 
much lower interest rate, making their 
pension payments much higher. We 
would extend the same period of time, 
work-out time, for the airlines if they 
chose to provide for the freezing of 
their plans. 

The bill does nothing for airline pi-
lots who are forced to retire at age 60 
and who received PBGC pensions re-
duced by 35 percent because of their 
age. All airlines were hurt by 9/11 and 
the skyrocketing fuel prices and the 
downturn in the economy. 

It would be devastating to hundreds 
of thousands of workers across the Na-
tion if more airlines were permitted to 
dump their plans into the PBGC. When 
this happens, the big losers are the em-
ployees. Look at what happened to the 
pilots at United, for example. They had 
vested pension benefits cut in half. The 
average pilot lost $1,270 a month. That 
is why we offer these protections. 

Finally, the motion would report 
back this pension bill to provide for the 
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protection of older workers who are 
facing conversions in cash balance 
plans. This means the older workers 
who the companies are now putting on 
notice that they will lower their bene-
fits will now get a substitute plan 
called a cash balance plan. 

Despite overwhelming votes in sup-
port of protecting older workers’ pen-
sions in the House and Senate, Repub-
lican leadership has excluded these 
vital transition protections. Many 
workers will lose hundreds of dollars a 
month in expected retirement benefits. 
Many of these workers will be in excess 
of 50 years of age, and it is highly un-
likely they will be able to recover the 
retirement benefits that they have 
been counting on for many years, that 
they signed a contract for in exchange 
for their labor with their employers. 

Today, the Congress is getting ready 
to tell them they are not going to 
make the employers live up to their 
agreements, and we are not going to 
even provide a transition to soften the 
economic blow when those agreements 
are changed. 

Here is what AARP CEO William 
Novelli said about the backroom Re-
publican deal for older workers: 
‘‘AARP cannot support legislation that 
would undermine the age discrimina-
tion laws and prevent the reduction of 
pension benefits for older workers, thus 
discouraging older workers from con-
tinuing to participate in the work-
force,’’ unless they get a second job to 
make up for the loss of their retire-
ment, of course. ‘‘Our members and 
older workers in general care a great 
detail about these issues.’’ That is why 
we brought this motion to recommit. 

Again, time and again the House and 
Senate have voted to provide these pro-
tections for older workers. We would 
have carried that message to the con-
ference committee, but we were not al-
lowed into those discussions and appar-
ently the conference committee 
couldn’t hear the Members of this 
House on the bipartisan basis that 
voted overwhelmingly to provide these 
protections, both to the airlines and to 
the older workers. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
opposition to the motion to recommit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I have in 
high regard those Members who focus 
on issues which they are concerned 
about in the pension bill, and I know 
that there are a number of sections 
that people could focus on in terms of 
their concern about the bill. And I 
know it is absolutely, totally a coinci-
dence that one Member on this side of 
the aisle spoke against the bill. 

Yet, as I am going through this par-
ticular motion to recommit, page after 
page after page refers to, you got it, 
the airline provisions. So I am quite 
sure on the basis of wanting to go 
through a 1,000-page bill to create a 
motion to recommit, that the fact that 

the one area that appears to be a bit 
sensitive on this side of the aisle is 
what the motion to recommit is all 
about. 

I guess in that regard I hold in min-
imum high regard, on something as im-
portant as this legislation, to get it on 
the books as quickly as we can, that 
this motion to recommit is focused in a 
way, in my opinion, to advance polit-
ical interests rather than policy inter-
ests. 

I guess I am just a little bit bewil-
dered when the gentleman from Ohio, 
the majority leader, handed me a let-
ter, because as a conferee I received a 
letter that said we want you in the 
areas of key concern to be supportive 
of what we do in this pension bill. 

There were two signatures on that 
letter. One was the majority leader, 
the gentleman from Ohio. The other 
one was the senior Senator from Mas-
sachusetts, Senator KENNEDY, urging 
us to make sure key provisions in the 
pension bill are preserved, because we 
want to preserve those, and not the 
whole bill, or in fact send the Senate 
the whole bill because Senator KEN-
NEDY will be supportive of this bill once 
it is received in the Senate. 

The idea that members of the con-
ference don’t know what is in it and 
aren’t supportive is absolutely and to-
tally refuted by the signature of the 
senior Senator from Massachusetts, 
Senator KENNEDY. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the majority 
leader, the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
BOEHNER). 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, let me 
thank my colleague for yielding. 

There is a very delicate balance in 
this bill. My colleague from California 
talked about the airline provisions. I 
am going to talk about one of the most 
important provisions in this bill, and 
that is the protection for hybrid plans, 
or cash balance pension plans. 

This was a very difficult issue in the 
House; it was a very difficult issue in 
the conference. It has been worked out 
in a bipartisan way to the satisfaction 
of those on the farthest on the left in 
the Senate and the farthest on the 
right in the House. And to rewrite this 
provision in a motion to recommit I 
think is irresponsible. 

I would say to my colleagues who 
have worked on this bipartisan pension 
bill for a long time, the balance of this 
bill is right. Let’s support the under-
lying bill and reject the motion to re-
commit. 

Mrs. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in support of the Miller/Rangel Motion to 
Recommit with Instructions to Conferees on 
H.R. 4, the ‘‘Pension Protection Act of 2005.’’ 
I support the Miller/Rangel motion for several 
reasons. Specifically, I agree that conferees 
should be instructed to agree to the Senate 
provisions: (1) protecting older workers’ bene-
fits in cash balance conversions; (2) ensuring 
that airline pilots do not see unfair cuts to their 
PBGC benefits because of the FAA’s manda-
tory retirement rules and agree to the Senate 
provisions on airlines; (3) designed to prevent 
pension plan dumping; (4) on executive com-

pensation and work to treat worker and execu-
tive pensions equally. 
AGREE TO THE SENATE PROVISIONS PROTECTING OLDER 

WORKERS’ BENEFITS IN CASH BALANCE CONVERSIONS 
These provisions prohibit discrimination 

against older workers by the practice of offset-
ting previously earned pension benefits 
against new benefits under the plan, also 
known as ‘‘wearaway’’ of older worker bene-
fits. They also provide fair rules to protect 
workers’ pensions in conversions of traditional 
pension plans to cash balance pension plans. 
In a recent study, the GAG found that, without 
these transition protections, almost all workers 
could lose up to 50 percent of their expected 
pension benefits in a cash balance conver-
sion. 
AGREE TO THE SENATE PROVISIONS THAT ENSURE THAT 

AIRLINE PILOTS DO NOT SEE UNFAIR CUTS TO THEIR 
PBGC BENEFITS BECAUSE OF THE FAA’S MANDATORY 
RETIREMENT RULES 
Under FAA rules, airline pilots are required 

to retire at age 60, and if they retire earlier 
than age 60, they cannot go back to work 
once they hit age 60. When a pilot pension 
plan is terminated and sent to the PBGC, the 
PBGC considers age 65 to be the normal re-
tirement age, treats age 60 as an early retire-
ment, and cuts pilots guaranteed benefits as a 
result. These provisions would require the 
PBGC to treat age 60 as the normal retire-
ment age for pilots and adjust their guaran-
teed benefits accordingly. The motion would 
limit this treatment to those pension plans 
which were terminated after September 11, 
2001. It could come no sooner. United Airlines 
pilots are seeing their pensions cut by tens of 
thousands of dollars each year under the 
PBGC rules. Their retirement nest eggs have 
been decimated. They are hit twice—once by 
the company’s unfair dumping and again by 
the PBGC’s benefit reductions. 

AGREE TO THE SENATE PROVISIONS ON AIRLINES 
The airlines have been hurt by skyrocketing 

fuel prices and 9/11. It would be devastating 
to hundreds of thousands of workers across 
the nation if more airlines are permitted to 
dump their plans into the PBGC. These provi-
sions give airlines the ability to keep their 
plans going by stretching out payments over 
20 years instead of 7 years. 

AGREE TO THE SENATE PROVISIONS DESIGNED TO 
PREVENT PENSION PLAN DUMPING 

These provisions allow the PBGC and 
Treasury Secretary to enter into an alternative 
funding agreement with an employer if its pen-
sion plan is in danger of being terminated. If 
workers and retirees are facing the destruction 
of their pension plans, Congress should give 
the PBGC and Treasury Departments the 
flexibility to work out alternatives to termi-
nation. If such alternatives to simply dumping 
a plan were available during the United Air-
lines crisis, the largest pension termination in 
history might have been averted. 
AGREE TO THE SENATE PROVISIONS ON EXECUTIVE COM-

PENSATION AND WORK TO TREAT WORKER AND EXEC-
UTIVE PENSIONS EQUALLY 
Under the House bill, workers see benefit 

restrictions when a pension plan falls below 80 
percent funding. Executives, on the other 
hand, only see limited benefit restrictions 
much later—at less than 60 percent funding. 
The Senate bill achieves greater parity than 
the House bill in how workers and executives 
are treated. Over the last several years, we 
have seen repeated cases where executives 
have protected or even enhanced their own 
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golden parachutes, while cutting or eliminating 
workers’ pensions. It is time for these unfair 
practices to end. If it is good enough for the 
sailor, it is good enough for the captain. 

CONCLUSION 
For these reasons, I support the Motion to 

Recommit with Instructions on H.R. 4 and 
urge my colleagues to support it also. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to recommit. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to recommit. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 and clause 9 of rule XX, 
this 15-minute vote on the motion to 
recommit will be followed by 5-minute 
votes on passage of H.R. 4, if ordered, 
and suspending the rules on H. Res. 844. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 189, nays 
222, not voting 22, as follows: 

[Roll No. 421] 

YEAS—189 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Allen 
Andrews 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boyd 
Brady (PA) 
Brown (OH) 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardin 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Case 
Chandler 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (FL) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (TN) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Doggett 
Doyle 
Edwards 
Emanuel 
Engel 

Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Ford 
Frank (MA) 
Gonzalez 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Herseth 
Higgins 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (OH) 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy (RI) 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick (MI) 
Kind 
Kucinich 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lipinski 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Maloney 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCollum (MN) 

McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Millender- 

McDonald 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Owens 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Paul 
Pelosi 
Peterson (MN) 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reyes 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sabo 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sanders 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz (PA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sherman 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 

Snyder 
Solis 
Spratt 
Strickland 
Stupak 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor (MS) 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 

Tierney 
Towns 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 

Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Wexler 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 

NAYS—222 

Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachus 
Baker 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bass 
Beauprez 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonilla 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Bradley (NH) 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Chocola 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, Tom 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dingell 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Everett 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick (PA) 
Flake 
Foley 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gibbons 
Gilchrest 
Gillmor 

Gingrey 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Green (WI) 
Gutknecht 
Hall 
Harris 
Hart 
Hastert 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Hayworth 
Hefley 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hostettler 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Hyde 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Jenkins 
Jindal 
Johnson (CT) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Keller 
Kelly 
Kennedy (MN) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline 
Knollenberg 
Kolbe 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Leach 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
McCaul (TX) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McKeon 
McMorris 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Moran (KS) 
Murphy 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Ney 
Norwood 
Nunes 
Nussle 
Oberstar 

Osborne 
Otter 
Pearce 
Pence 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pombo 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Ryun (KS) 
Saxton 
Schmidt 
Schwarz (MI) 
Scott (GA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shaw 
Shays 
Sherwood 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simmons 
Simpson 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Sodrel 
Souder 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Sweeney 
Tancredo 
Taylor (NC) 
Terry 
Thomas 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Turner 
Upton 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Weldon (PA) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—22 

Baca 
Bilirakis 
Boehlert 
Buyer 
Carson 
Coble 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Deal (GA) 

Evans 
Gohmert 
Gordon 
Istook 
Jones (NC) 
Lewis (GA) 
Linder 
McKinney 

Meehan 
Northup 
Oxley 
Payne 
Salazar 
Stark 

b 2327 

Messrs. SAXTON, TAYLOR of North 
Carolina, DINGELL, FOLEY, BISHOP 
of Georgia, and Miss MCMORRIS 
changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to 
‘‘nay.’’ 

Messrs. GENE GREEN of Texas, 
EMANUEL, WEXLER, CLEAVER, 
BROWN of Ohio, and HOYER changed 
their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the motion to instruct was re-
jected. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I demand 
a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This 

will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 279, noes 131, 
answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 22, as 
follows: 

[Roll No. 422] 

AYES—279 

Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachus 
Baker 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Bass 
Bean 
Beauprez 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd 
Bradley (NH) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Cardoza 
Case 
Castle 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Chocola 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cole (OK) 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cubin 

Cuellar 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis (TN) 
Davis, Tom 
DeFazio 
Delahunt 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Everett 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick (PA) 
Foley 
Forbes 
Ford 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gibbons 
Gilchrest 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Green (WI) 
Gutknecht 
Harman 
Harris 
Hart 
Hastert 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Hayworth 
Hefley 
Herger 
Herseth 
Higgins 
Hobson 

Hoekstra 
Hooley 
Hostettler 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Hyde 
Inglis (SC) 
Israel 
Issa 
Jefferson 
Jenkins 
Jindal 
Johnson (CT) 
Johnson (IL) 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kelly 
Kennedy (MN) 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick (MI) 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline 
Knollenberg 
Kolbe 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Leach 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 
Meek (FL) 
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Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Moore (KS) 
Moran (KS) 
Murphy 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Ney 
Norwood 
Nunes 
Nussle 
Oberstar 
Osborne 
Otter 
Pearce 
Pence 
Peterson (MN) 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Pombo 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 

Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Ross 
Rothman 
Royce 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (WI) 
Ryun (KS) 
Sabo 
Saxton 
Schmidt 
Schwarz (MI) 
Scott (GA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shaw 
Shays 
Sherwood 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simmons 
Simpson 
Skelton 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Sodrel 
Souder 
Stearns 

Strickland 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Sweeney 
Tancredo 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor (NC) 
Terry 
Thomas 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Towns 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Upton 
Velázquez 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Weldon (PA) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Wu 
Wynn 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOES—131 

Abercrombie 
Allen 
Andrews 
Baldwin 
Barton (TX) 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Bishop (NY) 
Bonilla 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (OH) 
Brown, Corrine 
Burgess 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardin 
Carnahan 
Carter 
Conaway 
Costello 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (FL) 
Davis (IL) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
Doggett 
Doyle 
Edwards 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Flake 
Frank (MA) 
Gonzalez 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Hall 

Hastings (FL) 
Hensarling 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (OH) 
Kanjorski 
Kennedy (RI) 
Kucinich 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Maloney 
Markey 
McCaul (TX) 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McNulty 
Michaud 
Millender- 

McDonald 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Neugebauer 
Obey 

Olver 
Ortiz 
Owens 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Paul 
Pelosi 
Poe 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rangel 
Reyes 
Roybal-Allard 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sanders 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz (PA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sherman 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Spratt 
Taylor (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tierney 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Visclosky 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Wexler 
Woolsey 

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—1 

Baird 

NOT VOTING—22 

Baca 
Bilirakis 
Boehlert 
Buyer 
Carson 
Coble 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Deal (GA) 

Evans 
Gohmert 
Gordon 
Istook 
Jones (NC) 
Lewis (GA) 
Linder 
McKinney 

Meehan 
Northup 
Oxley 
Payne 
Salazar 
Stark 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Members are advised there 
are 2 minutes remaining in this vote. 

b 2334 

Mr. HALL changed his vote from 
‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
422, passage of H.R. 4, the Pension Protec-
tion Act, I inadvertently pressed the ‘‘aye’’ but-
ton. I meant to vote ‘‘no’’ and would like the 
RECORD to reflect that. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE INTER-
NATIONAL AIDS VACCINE INITIA-
TIVE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and agreeing to the 
resolution, H. Res. 844, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 844, as amended, on which the 
yeas and nays are ordered. 

This will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 407, nays 0, 
not voting 25, as follows: 

[Roll No. 423] 

YEAS—407 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Andrews 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baker 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bass 
Bean 
Beauprez 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonilla 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd 

Bradley (NH) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (OH) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardin 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carter 
Case 
Castle 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Chocola 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cubin 

Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (FL) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis (TN) 
Davis, Tom 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Farr 
Fattah 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Fitzpatrick (PA) 

Flake 
Foley 
Forbes 
Ford 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gibbons 
Gilchrest 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Green (WI) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Gutknecht 
Hall 
Harman 
Harris 
Hart 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Hayworth 
Hefley 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth 
Higgins 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hostettler 
Hoyer 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Hyde 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Jenkins 
Jindal 
Johnson (CT) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (OH) 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kelly 
Kennedy (MN) 
Kennedy (RI) 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick (MI) 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline 
Knollenberg 
Kolbe 
Kucinich 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Leach 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 

Lewis (KY) 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mack 
Maloney 
Manzullo 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul (TX) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Millender- 

McDonald 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy 
Murtha 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Neugebauer 
Ney 
Norwood 
Nunes 
Nussle 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Osborne 
Otter 
Owens 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Paul 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Pence 
Peterson (MN) 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pombo 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reyes 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 

Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Ryun (KS) 
Sabo 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sanders 
Saxton 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwartz (PA) 
Schwarz (MI) 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shaw 
Shays 
Sherman 
Sherwood 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simmons 
Simpson 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Sodrel 
Souder 
Spratt 
Stearns 
Strickland 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Sweeney 
Tancredo 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor (MS) 
Taylor (NC) 
Terry 
Thomas 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh 
Wamp 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Weldon (FL) 
Weldon (PA) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Wexler 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 
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NOT VOTING—25 

Baca 
Bilirakis 
Boehlert 
Buyer 
Carson 
Clay 
Coble 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Deal (GA) 

Evans 
Gohmert 
Gordon 
Istook 
Jones (NC) 
Lewis (GA) 
Linder 
Marchant 
McKinney 

Meehan 
Northup 
Oxley 
Payne 
Salazar 
Solis 
Stark 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Members are advised there 
are 2 minutes remaining in this vote. 

b 2341 

So (two-thirds of those voting having 
responded in the affirmative) the rules 
were suspended and the resolution, as 
amended, was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of the bill just passed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 

f 

ESTATE TAX AND EXTENSION OF 
TAX RELIEF ACT OF 2006 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to House Resolution 966, I call up the 
bill (H.R. 5970) to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to increase the 
unified credit against the estate tax to 
an exclusion equivalent of $5,000,000, to 
repeal the sunset provision for the es-
tate and generation-skipping taxes, 
and to extend expiring provisions, and 
for other purposes, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of H.R. 5970 is as follows: 

H.R. 5970 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE, ETC. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Estate Tax and Extension of Tax Relief 
Act of 2006’’. 

(b) REFERENCE.—Except as otherwise ex-
pressly provided, whenever in this Act an 
amendment or repeal is expressed in terms of 
an amendment to, or repeal of, a section or 
other provision, the reference shall be con-
sidered to be made to a section or other pro-
vision of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 

(c) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title, etc. 

TITLE I—REFORM AND EXTENSION OF 
ESTATE TAX AFTER 2009 

Sec. 101. Reform and extension of estate tax 
after 2009. 

Sec. 102. Unified credit increased by unused 
unified credit of deceased 
spouse. 

TITLE II—EXTENSION AND EXPANSION 
OF CERTAIN TAX RELIEF PROVISIONS 
Subtitle A—Extension and Modification of 

Certain Provisions 
Sec. 201. Deduction for qualified tuition and 

related expenses. 
Sec. 202. Extension and modification of new 

markets tax credit. 
Sec. 203. Election to deduct State and local 

general sales taxes. 
Sec. 204. Extension and modification of re-

search credit. 
Sec. 205. Work opportunity tax credit and 

welfare-to-work credit. 
Sec. 206. Election to include combat pay as 

earned income for purposes of 
earned income credit. 

Sec. 207. Extension and modification of 
qualified zone academy bonds. 

Sec. 208. Above-the-line deduction for cer-
tain expenses of elementary 
and secondary school teachers. 

Sec. 209. Extension and expansion of expens-
ing of brownfields remediation 
costs. 

Sec. 210. Tax incentives for investment in 
the District of Columbia. 

Sec. 211. Indian employment tax credit. 
Sec. 212. Accelerated depreciation for busi-

ness property on Indian res-
ervations. 

Sec. 213. Fifteen-year straight-line cost re-
covery for qualified leasehold 
improvements and qualified 
restaurant property. 

Sec. 214. Cover over of tax on distilled spir-
its. 

Sec. 215. Parity in application of certain 
limits to mental health bene-
fits. 

Sec. 216. Corporate donations of scientific 
property used for research and 
of computer technology and 
equipment. 

Sec. 217. Availability of medical savings ac-
counts. 

Sec. 218. Taxable income limit on percent-
age depletion for oil and nat-
ural gas produced from mar-
ginal properties. 

Sec. 219. American Samoa economic devel-
opment credit. 

Sec. 220. Restructuring of New York Liberty 
Zone tax credits. 

Sec. 221. Extension of bonus depreciation for 
certain qualified Gulf Oppor-
tunity Zone property. 

Sec. 222. Authority for undercover oper-
ations. 

Sec. 223. Disclosures of certain tax return 
information. 

Subtitle B—Other Provisions 
Sec. 231. Deduction allowable with respect 

to income attributable to do-
mestic production activities in 
Puerto Rico. 

Sec. 232. Credit for prior year minimum tax 
liability made refundable after 
period of years. 

Sec. 233. Returns required in connection 
with certain options. 

Sec. 234. Partial expensing for advanced 
mine safety equipment. 

Sec. 235. Mine rescue team training tax 
credit. 

Sec. 236. Whistleblower reforms. 
Sec. 237. Frivolous tax submissions. 
Sec. 238. Addition of meningococcal and 

human papillomavirus vaccines 
to list of taxable vaccines. 

Sec. 239. Clarification of taxation of certain 
settlement funds made perma-
nent. 

Sec. 240. Modification of active business def-
inition under section 355 made 
permanent. 

Sec. 241. Revision of State veterans limit 
made permanent. 

Sec. 242. Capital gains treatment for certain 
self-created musical works 
made permanent. 

Sec. 243. Reduction in minimum vessel ton-
nage which qualifies for ton-
nage tax made permanent. 

Sec. 244. Modification of special arbitrage 
rule for certain funds made per-
manent. 

Sec. 245. Great Lakes domestic shipping to 
not disqualify vessel from ton-
nage tax. 

Sec. 246. Use of qualified mortgage bonds to 
finance residences for veterans 
without regard to first-time 
homebuyer requirement. 

Sec. 247. Exclusion of gain from sale of a 
principal residence by certain 
employees of the intelligence 
community. 

Sec. 248. Treatment of coke and coke gas. 
Sec. 249. Sale of property by judicial offi-

cers. 
Sec. 250. Premiums for mortgage insurance. 
Sec. 251. Modification of refunds for ker-

osene used in aviation. 
Sec. 252. Deduction for qualified timber 

gain. 
Sec. 253. Credit to holders of rural renais-

sance bonds. 
Sec. 254. Restoration of deduction for travel 

expenses of spouse, etc. accom-
panying taxpayer on business 
travel. 

Sec. 255. Technical corrections. 
TITLE III—SURFACE MINING CONTROL 

AND RECLAMATION ACT AMENDMENTS 
OF 2006 

Sec. 301. Short title. 
Subtitle A—Mining Control and Reclamation 
Sec. 311. Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund 

and purposes. 
Sec. 312. Reclamation fee. 
Sec. 313. Objectives of Fund. 
Sec. 314. Reclamation of rural land. 
Sec. 315. Liens. 
Sec. 316. Certification. 
Sec. 317. Remining incentives. 
Sec. 318. Extension of limitation on applica-

tion of prohibition on issuance 
of permit. 

Sec. 319. Tribal regulation of surface coal 
mining and reclamation oper-
ations. 

Subtitle B—Coal Industry Retiree Health 
Benefit Act 

Sec. 321. Certain related persons and succes-
sors in interest relieved of li-
ability if premiums prepaid. 

Sec. 322. Transfers to funds; premium relief. 
Sec. 323. Other provisions. 

TITLE IV—INCREASE IN MINIMUM WAGE 

Sec. 401. Minimum Wage. 
Sec. 402. Tipped Wage Fairness. 

TITLE I—REFORM AND EXTENSION OF 
ESTATE TAX AFTER 2009 

SEC. 101. REFORM AND EXTENSION OF ESTATE 
TAX AFTER 2009. 

(a) RESTORATION OF UNIFIED CREDIT 
AGAINST GIFT TAX.—Paragraph (1) of section 
2505(a) (relating to general rule for unified 
credit against gift tax), after the application 
of subsection (g), is amended by striking 
‘‘(determined as if the applicable exclusion 
amount were $1,000,000)’’. 

(b) EXCLUSION EQUIVALENT OF UNIFIED 
CREDIT INCREASED TO $5,000,000.—Subsection 
(c) of section 2010 (relating to unified credit 
against estate tax) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(c) APPLICABLE CREDIT AMOUNT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-

tion, the applicable credit amount is the 
amount of the tentative tax which would be 
determined under the rate schedule set forth 
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in section 2001(c) if the amount with respect 
to which such tentative tax is to be com-
puted were the applicable exclusion amount. 

‘‘(2) APPLICABLE EXCLUSION AMOUNT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sub-

section, the applicable exclusion amount is 
as follows: 

‘‘(i) For calendar year 2010, $3,750,000. 
‘‘(ii) For calendar year 2011, $4,000,000. 
‘‘(iii) For calendar year 2012, $4,250,000. 
‘‘(iv) For calendar year 2013, $4,500,000. 
‘‘(v) For calendar year 2014, $4,750,000. 
‘‘(vi) For calendar year 2015 and thereafter, 

$5,000,000. 
‘‘(B) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—In the case 

of any decedent dying in a calendar year 
after 2015, the $5,000,000 amount in subpara-
graph (A)(vi) shall be increased by an 
amount equal to— 

‘‘(i) such dollar amount, multiplied by 
‘‘(ii) the cost-of-living adjustment deter-

mined under section 1(f)(3) for such calendar 
year by substituting ‘calendar year 2014’ for 
‘calendar year 1992’ in subparagraph (B) 
thereof. 
If any amount as adjusted under the pre-
ceding sentence is not a multiple of $100,000, 
such amount shall be rounded to the nearest 
multiple of $100,000.’’. 

(c) RATE SCHEDULE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c) of section 

2001 (relating to rate schedule) is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(c) RATE SCHEDULE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The tentative tax is 

equal to the sum of— 
‘‘(A) the product of the rate specified in 

section 1(h)(1)(C) in effect on the date of the 
decedent’s death multiplied by so much of 
the sum described in subsection (b)(1) as does 
not exceed $25,000,000, and 

‘‘(B) the applicable percentage effective on 
the date of the decedent’s death of so much 
of the sum described in subsection (b)(1) as 
exceeds $25,000,000. 

‘‘(2) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—For pur-
poses of paragraph (1)(B), the applicable per-
centage is— 

‘‘(A) in the case the decedent’s death is in 
2010, 40 percent, 

‘‘(B) in the case the decedent’s death is in 
2011, 38 percent, 

‘‘(C) in the case the decedent’s death is in 
2012, 36 percent, 

‘‘(D) in the case the decedent’s death is in 
2013, 34 percent, 

‘‘(E) in the case the decedent’s death is in 
2014, 32 percent, and 

‘‘(F) in the case the decedent’s death is in 
2015 or thereafter, 30 percent. 

‘‘(3) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—In the case of 
any decedent dying in a calendar year after 
2015, each $25,000,000 amount in subpara-
graphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (1) shall be 
increased by an amount equal to— 

‘‘(A) such dollar amount, multiplied by 
‘‘(B) the cost-of-living adjustment deter-

mined under section 1(f)(3) for such calendar 
year by substituting ‘calendar year 2014’ for 
‘calendar year 1992’ in subparagraph (B) 
thereof. 
If any amount as adjusted under the pre-
ceding sentence is not a multiple of $100,000, 
such amount shall be rounded to the nearest 
multiple of $100,000.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
2502(a) (relating to computation of tax), after 
the application of subsection (g), is amended 
by adding at the end the following flush sen-
tence: 
‘‘In computing the tentative tax under sec-
tion 2001(c) for purposes of this subsection, 
‘the last day of the calendar year in which 
the gift was made’ shall be substituted for 
‘the date of the decedent’s death’ each place 
it appears in such section.’’. 

(d) MODIFICATIONS OF ESTATE AND GIFT 
TAXES TO REFLECT DIFFERENCES IN UNIFIED 

CREDIT RESULTING FROM DIFFERENT TAX 
RATES.— 

(1) ESTATE TAX.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 2001(b)(2) (relat-

ing to computation of tax) is amended by 
striking ‘‘if the provisions of subsection (c) 
(as in effect at the decedent’s death)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘if the modifications described in 
subsection (g)’’. 

(B) MODIFICATIONS.—Section 2001 is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(g) MODIFICATIONS TO GIFT TAX PAYABLE 
TO REFLECT DIFFERENT TAX RATES.—For pur-
poses of applying subsection (b)(2) with re-
spect to 1 or more gifts, the rates of tax 
under subsection (c) in effect on the date of 
the decedent’s death shall, in lieu of the 
rates of tax in effect at the time of such 
gifts, be used both to compute— 

‘‘(1) the tax imposed by chapter 12 with re-
spect to such gifts, and 

‘‘(2) the credit allowed against such tax 
under section 2505, including in computing— 

‘‘(A) the applicable credit amount under 
section 2505(a)(1), and 

‘‘(B) the sum of the amounts allowed as a 
credit for all preceding periods under section 
2505(a)(2). 

For purposes of paragraph (2)(A), the applica-
ble credit amount for any calendar year be-
fore 1998 is the amount which would be deter-
mined under section 2010(c) if the applicable 
exclusion amount were the dollar amount 
under section 6018(a)(1) for such year.’’. 

(2) GIFT TAX.—Section 2505(a) (relating to 
unified credit against gift tax), after the ap-
plication of subsection (g), is amended by 
adding at the end the following new flush 
sentence: 
‘‘For purposes of applying paragraph (2) for 
any calendar year, the rate schedule under 
section 2001(c) used in computing the appli-
cable credit amount under paragraph (1) for 
such calendar year shall, in lieu of the rates 
of tax in effect for preceding calendar peri-
ods, be used in determining the amounts al-
lowable as a credit under this section for all 
preceding calendar periods.’’. 

(e) REPEAL OF DEDUCTION FOR STATE DEATH 
TAXES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 2058 (relating to 
State death taxes) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(c) TERMINATION.—This section shall not 
apply to the estates of decedents dying after 
December 31, 2009.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
2106(a)(4) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new sentence: ‘‘This paragraph 
shall not apply to the estates of decedents 
dying after December 31, 2009.’’. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to estates of 
decedents dying, generation-skipping trans-
fers, and gifts made, after December 31, 2009. 

(g) ADDITIONAL MODIFICATIONS TO ESTATE 
TAX.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The following provisions 
of the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Rec-
onciliation Act of 2001, and the amendments 
made by such provisions, are hereby re-
pealed: 

(A) Subtitles A and E of title V. 
(B) Subsection (d), and so much of sub-

section (f)(3) as relates to subsection (d), of 
section 511. 

(C) Paragraph (2) of subsection (b), and 
paragraph (2) of subsection (e), of section 521. 
The Internal Revenue Code of 1986 shall be 
applied as if such provisions and amend-
ments had never been enacted. 

(2) SUNSET NOT TO APPLY.—Section 901 of 
the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Rec-
onciliation Act of 2001 shall not apply to 
title V (other than subtitles F, G, and H 
thereof) of such Act. 

(3) REPEAL OF DEADWOOD.— 
(A) Sections 2011, 2057, and 2604 of the In-

ternal Revenue Code of 1986 are hereby re-
pealed. 

(B) The table of sections for part II of sub-
chapter A of chapter 11 of such Code is 
amended by striking the item relating to 
section 2011. 

(C) The table of sections for part IV of sub-
chapter A of chapter 11 of such Code is 
amended by striking the item relating to 
section 2057. 

(D) The table of sections for subchapter A 
of chapter 13 of such Code is amended by 
striking the item relating to section 2604. 
SEC. 102. UNIFIED CREDIT INCREASED BY UN-

USED UNIFIED CREDIT OF DE-
CEASED SPOUSE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c) of section 
2010 (defining applicable credit amount), as 
amended by section 101(b), is amended by 
striking paragraph (2) and inserting the fol-
lowing new paragraphs: 

‘‘(2) APPLICABLE EXCLUSION AMOUNT.—For 
purposes of this subsection, the applicable 
exclusion amount is the sum of— 

‘‘(A) the basic exclusion amount, and 
‘‘(B) in the case of a surviving spouse, the 

aggregate deceased spousal unused exclusion 
amount. 

‘‘(3) BASIC EXCLUSION AMOUNT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sub-

section, the basic exclusion amount is as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(i) For calendar year 2010, $3,750,000. 
‘‘(ii) For calendar year 2011, $4,000,000. 
‘‘(iii) For calendar year 2012, $4,250,000. 
‘‘(iv) For calendar year 2013, $4,500,000. 
‘‘(v) For calendar year 2014, $4,750,000. 
‘‘(vi) For calendar year 2015 and thereafter, 

$5,000,000. 
‘‘(B) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—In the case 

of any decedent dying in a calendar year 
after 2015, the $5,000,000 amount in subpara-
graph (A)(vi) shall be increased by an 
amount equal to— 

‘‘(i) such dollar amount, multiplied by 
‘‘(ii) the cost-of-living adjustment deter-

mined under section 1(f)(3) for such calendar 
year by substituting ‘calendar year 2014’ for 
‘calendar year 1992’ in subparagraph (B) 
thereof. 

If any amount as adjusted under the pre-
ceding sentence is not a multiple of $100,000, 
such amount shall be rounded to the nearest 
multiple of $100,000. 

‘‘(4) AGGREGATE DECEASED SPOUSAL UNUSED 
EXCLUSION AMOUNT.—For purposes of this 
subsection, the term ‘aggregate deceased 
spousal unused exclusion amount’ means the 
lesser of— 

‘‘(A) the basic exclusion amount, or 
‘‘(B) the sum of the deceased spousal un-

used exclusion amounts of the surviving 
spouse. 

‘‘(5) DECEASED SPOUSAL UNUSED EXCLUSION 
AMOUNT.—For purposes of this subsection, 
the term ‘deceased spousal unused exclusion 
amount’ means, with respect to the sur-
viving spouse of any deceased spouse dying 
after December 31, 2009, the excess (if any) 
of— 

‘‘(A) the applicable exclusion amount of 
the deceased spouse, over 

‘‘(B) the amount with respect to which the 
tentative tax is determined under section 
2001(b)(1) on the estate of such deceased 
spouse. 

‘‘(6) SPECIAL RULES.— 
‘‘(A) ELECTION REQUIRED.—A deceased 

spousal unused exclusion amount may not be 
taken into account by a surviving spouse 
under paragraph (5) unless the executor of 
the estate of the deceased spouse files an es-
tate tax return on which such amount is 
computed and makes an election on such re-
turn that such amount may be so taken into 
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account. Such election, once made, shall be 
irrevocable. No election may be made under 
this subparagraph if such return is filed after 
the time prescribed by law (including exten-
sions) for filing such return. 

‘‘(B) EXAMINATION OF PRIOR RETURNS AFTER 
EXPIRATION OF PERIOD OF LIMITATIONS WITH 
RESPECT TO DECEASED SPOUSAL UNUSED EX-
CLUSION AMOUNT.—Notwithstanding any pe-
riod of limitation in section 6501, after the 
time has expired under section 6501 within 
which a tax may be assessed under chapter 11 
or 12 with respect to a deceased spousal un-
used exclusion amount, the Secretary may 
examine a return of the deceased spouse to 
make determinations with respect to such 
amount for purposes of carrying out this 
subsection. 

‘‘(7) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall 
prescribe such regulations as may be nec-
essary or appropriate to carry out this sub-
section.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Paragraph (1) of section 2505(a), as 

amended by section 101, is amended to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(1) the applicable credit amount under 
section 2010(c) which would apply if the 
donor died as of the end of the calendar year, 
reduced by’’. 

(2) Section 2631(c) is amended by striking 
‘‘the applicable exclusion amount’’ and in-
serting ‘‘the basic exclusion amount’’. 

(3) Section 6018(a)(1), after the application 
of section 101(g), is amended by striking ‘‘ap-
plicable exclusion amount’’ and inserting 
‘‘basic exclusion amount’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to estates of 
decedents dying, generation-skipping trans-
fers, and gifts made, after December 31, 2009. 
TITLE II—EXTENSION AND EXPANSION OF 

CERTAIN TAX RELIEF PROVISIONS 
Subtitle A—Extension and Modification of 

Certain Provisions 
SEC. 201. DEDUCTION FOR QUALIFIED TUITION 

AND RELATED EXPENSES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 222(e) is amended 

by striking ‘‘2005’’and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 

222(b)(2)(B) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘a taxable year beginning in 

2004 or 2005’’ and inserting ‘‘any taxable year 
beginning after 2003’’, and 

(2) by striking ‘‘2004 AND 2005’’ in the heading 
and inserting ‘‘AFTER 2003’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 202. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF 

NEW MARKETS TAX CREDIT. 
(a) EXTENSION.—Section 45D(f)(1)(D) is 

amended by striking ‘‘and 2007’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘, 2007, and 2008’’. 

(b) REGULATIONS REGARDING NON-METRO-
POLITAN COUNTIES.—Section 45D(i) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph 
(4), by striking the period at the end of para-
graph (5) and inserting ‘‘, and’’, and by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) which ensure that non-metropolitan 
counties receive a proportional allocation of 
qualified equity investments.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 203. ELECTION TO DEDUCT STATE AND 

LOCAL GENERAL SALES TAXES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 164(b)(5)(I) is 

amended by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘2008’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 204. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF RE-

SEARCH CREDIT. 
(a) EXTENSION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 41(h)(1)(B) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2005’’ and inserting 
‘‘2007’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
45C(b)(1)(D) is amended by striking ‘‘2005’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to 
amounts paid or incurred after December 31, 
2005. 

(b) INCREASE IN RATES OF ALTERNATIVE IN-
CREMENTAL CREDIT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 41(c)(4) (relating to election of alter-
native incremental credit) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘2.65 percent’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘3 percent’’, 

(B) by striking ‘‘3.2 percent’’ and inserting 
‘‘4 percent’’, and 

(C) by striking ‘‘3.75 percent’’ and inserting 
‘‘5 percent’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to 
amounts paid or incurred after December 31, 
2006. 

(c) ALTERNATIVE SIMPLIFIED CREDIT FOR 
QUALIFIED RESEARCH EXPENSES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c) of section 
41 (relating to base amount) is amended by 
redesignating paragraphs (5) and (6) as para-
graphs (6) and (7), respectively, and by in-
serting after paragraph (4) the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(5) ELECTION OF ALTERNATIVE SIMPLIFIED 
CREDIT.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—At the election of the 
taxpayer, the credit determined under sub-
section (a)(1) shall be equal to 12 percent of 
so much of the qualified research expenses 
for the taxable year as exceeds 50 percent of 
the average qualified research expenses for 
the 3 taxable years preceding the taxable 
year for which the credit is being deter-
mined. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULE IN CASE OF NO QUALIFIED 
RESEARCH EXPENSES IN ANY OF 3 PRECEDING 
TAXABLE YEARS.— 

‘‘(i) TAXPAYERS TO WHICH SUBPARAGRAPH 
APPLIES.—The credit under this paragraph 
shall be determined under this subparagraph 
if the taxpayer has no qualified research ex-
penses in any one of the 3 taxable years pre-
ceding the taxable year for which the credit 
is being determined. 

‘‘(ii) CREDIT RATE.—The credit determined 
under this subparagraph shall be equal to 6 
percent of the qualified research expenses for 
the taxable year. 

‘‘(C) ELECTION.—An election under this 
paragraph shall apply to the taxable year for 
which made and all succeeding taxable years 
unless revoked with the consent of the Sec-
retary. An election under this paragraph 
may not be made for any taxable year to 
which an election under paragraph (4) ap-
plies.’’. 

(2) COORDINATION WITH ELECTION OF ALTER-
NATIVE INCREMENTAL CREDIT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 41(c)(4)(B) (relat-
ing to election) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: ‘‘An election under this 
paragraph may not be made for any taxable 
year to which an election under paragraph 
(5) applies.’’. 

(B) TRANSITION RULE.—In the case of an 
election under section 41(c)(4) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 which applies to the 
taxable year which includes the date of the 
enactment of this Act, such election shall be 
treated as revoked with the consent of the 
Secretary of the Treasury if the taxpayer 
makes an election under section 41(c)(5) of 
such Code (as added by subsection (c)) for 
such year. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to 
amounts paid or incurred after December 31, 
2006. 

SEC. 205. WORK OPPORTUNITY TAX CREDIT AND 
WELFARE-TO-WORK CREDIT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Sections 51(c)(4)(B) and 
51A(f) are each amended by striking ‘‘2005’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(b) ELIGIBILITY OF EX-FELONS DETERMINED 
WITHOUT REGARD TO FAMILY INCOME.—Para-
graph (4) of section 51(d) is amended by add-
ing ‘‘and’’ at the end of subparagraph (A), by 
striking ‘‘, and’’ at the end of subparagraph 
(B) and inserting a period, and by striking 
all that follows subparagraph (B). 

(c) INCREASE IN MAXIMUM AGE FOR ELIGI-
BILITY OF FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS.—Clause 
(i) of section 51(d)(8)(A) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘25’’ and inserting ‘‘40’’. 

(d) EXTENSION OF PAPERWORK FILING DEAD-
LINE.—Section 51(d)(12)(A)(ii)(II) is amended 
by striking ‘‘21st day’’ and inserting ‘‘28th 
day’’. 

(e) CONSOLIDATION OF WORK OPPORTUNITY 
CREDIT WITH WELFARE-TO-WORK CREDIT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section 
51(d) is amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end 
of subparagraph (G), by striking the period 
at the end of subparagraph (H) and inserting 
‘‘, or’’, and by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subparagraph: 

‘‘(I) a long-term family assistance recipi-
ent.’’. 

(2) LONG-TERM FAMILY ASSISTANCE RECIPI-
ENT.—Subsection (d) of section 51 is amended 
by redesignating paragraphs (10) through (12) 
as paragraphs (11) through (13), respectively, 
and by inserting after paragraph (9) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(10) LONG-TERM FAMILY ASSISTANCE RECIPI-
ENT.—The term ‘long-term family assistance 
recipient’ means any individual who is cer-
tified by the designated local agency— 

‘‘(A) as being a member of a family receiv-
ing assistance under a IV–A program (as de-
fined in paragraph (2)(B)) for at least the 18- 
month period ending on the hiring date, 

‘‘(B)(i) as being a member of a family re-
ceiving such assistance for 18 months begin-
ning after August 5, 1997, and 

‘‘(ii) as having a hiring date which is not 
more than 2 years after the end of the ear-
liest such 18-month period, or 

‘‘(C)(i) as being a member of a family 
which ceased to be eligible for such assist-
ance by reason of any limitation imposed by 
Federal or State law on the maximum period 
such assistance is payable to a family, and 

‘‘(ii) as having a hiring date which is not 
more than 2 years after the date of such ces-
sation.’’. 

(3) INCREASED CREDIT FOR EMPLOYMENT OF 
LONG-TERM FAMILY ASSISTANCE RECIPIENTS.— 
Section 51 is amended by inserting after sub-
section (d) the following new subsection: 

‘‘(e) CREDIT FOR SECOND-YEAR WAGES FOR 
EMPLOYMENT OF LONG-TERM FAMILY ASSIST-
ANCE RECIPIENTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to the em-
ployment of a long-term family assistance 
recipient— 

‘‘(A) the amount of the work opportunity 
credit determined under this section for the 
taxable year shall include 50 percent of the 
qualified second-year wages for such year, 
and 

‘‘(B) in lieu of applying subsection (b)(3), 
the amount of the qualified first-year wages, 
and the amount of qualified second-year 
wages, which may be taken into account 
with respect to such a recipient shall not ex-
ceed $10,000 per year. 

‘‘(2) QUALIFIED SECOND-YEAR WAGES.—For 
purposes of this subsection, the term ‘quali-
fied second-year wages’ means qualified 
wages— 

‘‘(A) which are paid to a long-term family 
assistance recipient, and 

‘‘(B) which are attributable to service ren-
dered during the 1-year period beginning on 
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the day after the last day of the 1-year pe-
riod with respect to such recipient deter-
mined under subsection (b)(2). 

‘‘(3) SPECIAL RULES FOR AGRICULTURAL AND 
RAILWAY LABOR.—If such recipient is an em-
ployee to whom subparagraph (A) or (B) of 
subsection (h)(1) applies, rules similar to the 
rules of such subparagraphs shall apply ex-
cept that— 

‘‘(A) such subparagraph (A) shall be applied 
by substituting ‘$10,000’ for ‘$6,000’, and 

‘‘(B) such subparagraph (B) shall be applied 
by substituting ‘$833.33’ for ‘$500’.’’. 

(4) REPEAL OF SEPARATE WELFARE-TO-WORK 
CREDIT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 51A is hereby re-
pealed. 

(B) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for subpart F of part IV of sub-
chapter A of chapter 1 is amended by strik-
ing the item relating to section 51A. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendments made by this 
section shall apply to individuals who begin 
work for the employer after December 31, 
2005. 

(2) CONSOLIDATION.—The amendments made 
by subsections (b), (c), (d), and (e) shall apply 
to individuals who begin work for the em-
ployer after December 31, 2006. 
SEC. 206. ELECTION TO INCLUDE COMBAT PAY AS 

EARNED INCOME FOR PURPOSES OF 
EARNED INCOME CREDIT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 32(c)(2)(B)(vi)(II) 
is amended by striking ‘‘2007’’ and inserting 
‘‘2008’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2006. 
SEC. 207. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF 

QUALIFIED ZONE ACADEMY BONDS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section 

1397E(e) is amended by striking ‘‘and 2005’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2005, 2006, and 2007’’. 

(b) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO EXPENDI-
TURES, ARBITRAGE, AND REPORTING.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1397E is amend-
ed— 

(A) in subsection (d)(1), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
at the end of subparagraph (C)(iii), by strik-
ing the period at the end of subparagraph (D) 
and inserting ‘‘, and’’, and by adding at the 
end the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(E) the issue meets the requirements of 
subsections (f), (g), and (h).’’, and 

(B) by redesignating subsections (f), (g), 
(h), and (i) as subsection (i), (j), (k), and (l), 
respectively, and by inserting after sub-
section (e) the following new subsections: 

‘‘(f) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO EXPENDI-
TURES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An issue shall be treated 
as meeting the requirements of this sub-
section if, as of the date of issuance, the 
issuer reasonably expects— 

‘‘(A) at least 95 percent of the proceeds 
from the sale of the issue are to be spent for 
1 or more qualified purposes with respect to 
qualified zone academies within the 5-year 
period beginning on the date of issuance of 
the qualified zone academy bond, 

‘‘(B) a binding commitment with a third 
party to spend at least 10 percent of the pro-
ceeds from the sale of the issue will be in-
curred within the 6-month period beginning 
on the date of issuance of the qualified zone 
academy bond, and 

‘‘(C) such purposes will be completed with 
due diligence and the proceeds from the sale 
of the issue will be spent with due diligence. 

‘‘(2) EXTENSION OF PERIOD.—Upon submis-
sion of a request prior to the expiration of 
the period described in paragraph (1)(A), the 
Secretary may extend such period if the 
issuer establishes that the failure to satisfy 
the 5-year requirement is due to reasonable 
cause and the related purposes will continue 
to proceed with due diligence. 

‘‘(3) FAILURE TO SPEND REQUIRED AMOUNT OF 
BOND PROCEEDS WITHIN 5 YEARS.—To the ex-
tent that less than 95 percent of the proceeds 
of such issue are expended by the close of the 
5-year period beginning on the date of 
issuance (or if an extension has been ob-
tained under paragraph (2), by the close of 
the extended period), the issuer shall redeem 
all of the nonqualified bonds within 90 days 
after the end of such period. For purposes of 
this paragraph, the amount of the non-
qualified bonds required to be redeemed shall 
be determined in the same manner as under 
section 142. 

‘‘(g) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO ARBI-
TRAGE.—An issue shall be treated as meeting 
the requirements of this subsection if the 
issuer satisfies the arbitrage requirements of 
section 148 with respect to proceeds of the 
issue. 

‘‘(h) REPORTING.—Issuers of qualified acad-
emy zone bonds shall submit reports similar 
to the reports required under section 
149(e).’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Sections 
54(l)(3)(B) and 1400N(l)(7)(B)(ii) are each 
amended by striking ‘‘section 1397E(i)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘section 1397E(l)’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) EXTENSION.—The amendment made by 

subsection (a) shall apply to obligations 
issued after December 31, 2005. 

(2) SPECIAL RULES.—The amendments made 
by subsection (b) shall apply to obligations 
issued after the date of the enactment of this 
Act pursuant to allocations of the national 
zone academy bond limitation for calendar 
years after 2005. 
SEC. 208. ABOVE-THE-LINE DEDUCTION FOR CER-

TAIN EXPENSES OF ELEMENTARY 
AND SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACH-
ERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (D) of sec-
tion 62(a)(2) is amended by striking ‘‘or 2005’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2005, 2006, or 2007’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 209. EXTENSION AND EXPANSION OF EX-

PENSING OF BROWNFIELDS REMEDI-
ATION COSTS. 

(a) EXTENSION.—Subsection (h) of section 
198 is amended by striking ‘‘2005’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘2007’’. 

(b) EXPANSION.—Section 198(d)(1) (defining 
hazardous substance) is amended by striking 
‘‘and’’ at the end of subparagraph (A), by 
striking the period at the end of subpara-
graph (B) and inserting ‘‘, and’’, and by add-
ing at the end the following new subpara-
graph: 

‘‘(C) any petroleum product (as defined in 
section 4612(a)(3)).’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to expendi-
tures paid or incurred after December 31, 
2005. 
SEC. 210. TAX INCENTIVES FOR INVESTMENT IN 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
(a) DESIGNATION OF ZONE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (f) of section 

1400 is amended by striking ‘‘2005’’ both 
places it appears and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to peri-
ods beginning after December 31, 2005. 

(b) TAX-EXEMPT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
BONDS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (b) of section 
1400A is amended by striking ‘‘2005’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2007’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall apply to bonds 
issued after December 31, 2005. 

(c) ZERO PERCENT CAPITAL GAINS RATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (b) of section 

1400B is amended by striking ‘‘2006’’ each 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘2008’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) Section 1400B(e)(2) is amended— 
(i) by striking ‘‘2010’’ and inserting ‘‘2012’’, 

and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘2010’’ in the heading there-

of and inserting ‘‘2012’’. 
(B) Section 1400B(g)(2) is amended by strik-

ing ‘‘2010’’ and inserting ‘‘2012’’. 
(C) Section 1400F(d) is amended by striking 

‘‘2010’’ and inserting ‘‘2012’’. 
(3) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(A) EXTENSION.—The amendments made by 

paragraph (1) shall apply to acquisitions 
after December 31, 2005. 

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—The amend-
ments made by paragraph (2) shall take ef-
fect on the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(d) FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYER CREDIT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (i) of section 

1400C is amended by striking ‘‘2006’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2008’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall apply to prop-
erty purchased after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 211. INDIAN EMPLOYMENT TAX CREDIT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 45A(f) is amended 
by striking ‘‘2005’’ and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 212. ACCELERATED DEPRECIATION FOR 

BUSINESS PROPERTY ON INDIAN 
RESERVATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 168(j)(8) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘2005’’ and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 213. FIFTEEN-YEAR STRAIGHT-LINE COST 

RECOVERY FOR QUALIFIED LEASE-
HOLD IMPROVEMENTS AND QUALI-
FIED RESTAURANT PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Clauses (iv) and (v) of sec-
tion 168(e)(3)(E) are each amended by strik-
ing ‘‘2006’’ and inserting ‘‘2008’’. 

(b) TREATMENT OF RESTAURANT PROPERTY 
TO INCLUDE NEW CONSTRUCTION.—Paragraph 
(7) of section 168(e) (relating to classification 
of property) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(7) QUALIFIED RESTAURANT PROPERTY.— 
The term ‘qualified restaurant property’ 
means any section 1250 property which is a 
building or an improvement to a building if 
more than 50 percent of the building’s square 
footage is devoted to preparation of, and 
seating for on-premises consumption of, pre-
pared meals.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) SUBSECTION (a).—The amendments made 

by subsection (a) shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2005. 

(2) SUBSECTION (b).—The amendment made 
by subsection (b) shall apply to property 
placed in service after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 214. COVER OVER OF TAX ON DISTILLED 

SPIRITS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7652(f)(1) is 

amended by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘2008’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to articles 
brought into the United States after Decem-
ber 31, 2005. 
SEC. 215. PARITY IN APPLICATION OF CERTAIN 

LIMITS TO MENTAL HEALTH BENE-
FITS. 

(a) AMENDMENT TO THE INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE OF 1986.—Section 9812(f)(3) is amended 
by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT TO THE EMPLOYEE RETIRE-
MENT INCOME SECURITY ACT OF 1974.—Section 
712(f) of the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1185a(f)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘2007’’. 

(c) AMENDMENT TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
SERVICE ACT.—Section 2705(f) of the Public 
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Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300gg–5(f)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2006’’and inserting 
‘‘2007’’. 
SEC. 216. CORPORATE DONATIONS OF SCI-

ENTIFIC PROPERTY USED FOR RE-
SEARCH AND OF COMPUTER TECH-
NOLOGY AND EQUIPMENT. 

(a) EXTENSION OF COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY 
AND EQUIPMENT DONATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 170(e)(6)(G) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2005’’ and inserting 
‘‘2007’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by paragraph (1) shall apply to con-
tributions made in taxable years beginning 
after December 31, 2005. 

(b) EXPANSION OF CHARITABLE CONTRIBU-
TION ALLOWED FOR SCIENTIFIC PROPERTY 
USED FOR RESEARCH AND FOR COMPUTER 
TECHNOLOGY AND EQUIPMENT USED FOR EDU-
CATIONAL PURPOSES.— 

(1) SCIENTIFIC PROPERTY USED FOR RE-
SEARCH.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Clause (ii) of section 
170(e)(4)(B) (defining qualified research con-
tributions) is amended by inserting ‘‘or as-
sembled’’ after ‘‘constructed’’. 

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Clause (iii) 
of section 170(e)(4)(B) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘or assembly’’ after ‘‘construction’’. 

(2) COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY AND EQUIPMENT 
FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Clause (ii) of section 
170(e)(6)(B) is amended by inserting ‘‘or as-
sembled’’ after ‘‘constructed’’ and ‘‘or assem-
bling’’ after ‘‘construction’’. 

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subpara-
graph (D) of section 170(e)(6) is amended by 
inserting ‘‘or assembled’’ after ‘‘con-
structed’’ and ‘‘or assembly’’ after ‘‘con-
struction’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to tax-
able years beginning after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 217. AVAILABILITY OF MEDICAL SAVINGS 

ACCOUNTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraphs (2) and (3)(B) 

of section 220(i) are each amended by strik-
ing ‘‘2005’’ each place it appears in the text 
and headings and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Paragraph (2) of section 220(j) is amend-

ed— 
(A) in the text by striking ‘‘or 2004’’ each 

place it appears and inserting ‘‘2004, 2005, or 
2006’’, and 

(B) in the heading by striking ‘‘OR 2004’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2004, 2005, OR 2006’’ . 

(2) Subparagraph (A) of section 220(j)(4) is 
amended by striking ‘‘and 2004’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘2004, 2005, and 2006’’. 

(c) TIME FOR FILING REPORTS, ETC.— 
(1) The report required by section 220(j)(4) 

of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to be 
made on August 1, 2005, shall be treated as 
timely if made before the close of the 90-day 
period beginning on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

(2) The determination and publication re-
quired by section 220(j)(5) of such Code with 
respect to calendar year 2005 shall be treated 
as timely if made before the close of the 120- 
day period beginning on the date of the en-
actment of this Act. If the determination 
under the preceding sentence is that 2005 is a 
cut-off year under section 220(i) of such Code, 
the cut-off date under such section 220(i) 
shall be the last day of such 120-day period. 
SEC. 218. TAXABLE INCOME LIMIT ON PERCENT-

AGE DEPLETION FOR OIL AND NAT-
URAL GAS PRODUCED FROM MAR-
GINAL PROPERTIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 613A(c)(6)(H) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘2008’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2005. 

SEC. 219. AMERICAN SAMOA ECONOMIC DEVEL-
OPMENT CREDIT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of section 
30A of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, a 
domestic corporation shall be treated as a 
qualified domestic corporation to which such 
section applies if such corporation— 

(1) is an existing credit claimant with re-
spect to American Samoa, and 

(2) elected the application of section 936 of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 for its last 
taxable year beginning before January 1, 
2006. 

(b) SPECIAL RULES FOR APPLICATION OF SEC-
TION.—The following rules shall apply in ap-
plying section 30A of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 for purposes of this section: 

(1) AMOUNT OF CREDIT.—Notwithstanding 
section 30A(a)(1) of such Code, the amount of 
the credit determined under section 30A(a)(1) 
of such Code for any taxable year shall be 
the amount determined under section 30A(d) 
of such Code, except that section 30A(d) shall 
be applied without regard to paragraph (3) 
thereof. 

(2) SEPARATE APPLICATION.—In applying 
section 30A(a)(3) of such Code in the case of 
a corporation treated as a qualified domestic 
corporation by reason of this section, section 
30A of such Code (and so much of section 936 
of such Code as relates to such section 30A) 
shall be applied separately with respect to 
American Samoa. 

(3) FOREIGN TAX CREDIT ALLOWED.—Not-
withstanding section 30A(e) of such Code, the 
provisions of section 936(c) of such Code shall 
not apply with respect to the credit allowed 
by reason of this section. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, any term which is used in this section 
which is also used in section 30A or 936 of 
such Code shall have the same meaning 
given such term by such section 30A or 936. 

(d) APPLICATION OF SECTION.—Notwith-
standing section 30A(h) or section 936(j) of 
such Code, this section (and so much of sec-
tion 30A and section 936 of such Code as re-
lates to this section) shall apply to the first 
two taxable years of a corporation to which 
subsection (a) applies which begin after De-
cember 31, 2005, and before January 1, 2008. 
SEC. 220. RESTRUCTURING OF NEW YORK LIB-

ERTY ZONE TAX CREDITS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Part I of subchapter Y of 

chapter 1 is amended by redesignating sec-
tion 1400L as 1400K and by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 1400L. NEW YORK LIBERTY ZONE TAX 

CREDITS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a New 

York Liberty Zone governmental unit, there 
shall be allowed as a credit against any taxes 
imposed for any payroll period by section 
3402 for which such governmental unit is lia-
ble under section 3403 an amount equal to so 
much of the portion of the qualifying project 
expenditure amount allocated under sub-
section (b)(3) to such governmental unit for 
the calendar year as is allocated by such 
governmental unit to such period under sub-
section (b)(4). 

‘‘(b) QUALIFYING PROJECT EXPENDITURE 
AMOUNT.—For purposes of this section— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualifying 
project expenditure amount’ means, with re-
spect to any calendar year, the sum of— 

‘‘(A) the total expenditures paid or in-
curred during such calendar year by all New 
York Liberty Zone governmental units and 
the Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey for any portion of qualifying projects 
located wholly within the City of New York, 
New York, and 

‘‘(B) any such expenditures— 
‘‘(i) paid or incurred in any preceding cal-

endar year which begins after the date of en-
actment of this section, and 

‘‘(ii) not previously allocated under para-
graph (3). 

‘‘(2) QUALIFYING PROJECT.—The term ‘quali-
fying project’ means any transportation in-
frastructure project, including highways, 
mass transit systems, railroads, airports, 
ports, and waterways, in or connecting with 
the New York Liberty Zone (as defined in 
section 1400K(h)), which is designated as a 
qualifying project under this section jointly 
by the Governor of the State of New York 
and the Mayor of the City of New York, New 
York. 

‘‘(3) GENERAL ALLOCATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Governor of the 

State of New York and the Mayor of the City 
of New York, New York, shall jointly allo-
cate to each New York Liberty Zone govern-
mental unit the portion of the qualifying 
project expenditure amount which may be 
taken into account by such governmental 
unit under subsection (a) for any calendar 
year in the credit period. 

‘‘(B) AGGREGATE LIMIT.—The aggregate 
amount which may be allocated under sub-
paragraph (A) for all calendar years in the 
credit period shall not exceed $1,750,000,000. 

‘‘(C) ANNUAL LIMIT.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The aggregate amount 

which may be allocated under subparagraph 
(A) for any calendar year in the credit period 
shall not exceed the sum of— 

‘‘(I) the applicable limit, plus 
‘‘(II) the aggregate amount authorized to 

be allocated under this paragraph for all pre-
ceding calendar years in the credit period 
which was not so allocated. 

‘‘(ii) APPLICABLE LIMIT.—For purposes of 
clause (i), the applicable limit for any cal-
endar year is— 

‘‘(I) in the case of calendar years 2007 
through 2016, $100,000,000, 

‘‘(II) in the case of calendar year 2017 or 
2018, $200,000,000, 

‘‘(III) in the case of calendar year 2019, 
$150,000,000, 

‘‘(IV) in the case of calendar year 2020 or 
2021, $100,000,000, and 

‘‘(V) in the case of any calendar year after 
2021, zero. 

‘‘(D) UNALLOCATED AMOUNTS AT END OF 
CREDIT PERIOD.—If, as of the close of the 
credit period, the amount under subpara-
graph (B) exceeds the aggregate amount allo-
cated under subparagraph (A) for all cal-
endar years in the credit period, the Gov-
ernor of the State of New York and the 
Mayor of the City of New York, New York, 
may jointly allocate to New York Liberty 
Zone governmental units for any calendar 
year in the 5-year period following the credit 
period an amount equal to— 

‘‘(i) the lesser of— 
‘‘(I) such excess, or 
‘‘(II) the qualifying project expenditure 

amount for such calendar year, reduced by 
‘‘(ii) the aggregate amount allocated under 

this subparagraph for all preceding calendar 
years. 

‘‘(4) ALLOCATION TO PAYROLL PERIODS.— 
Each New York Liberty Zone governmental 
unit which has been allocated a portion of 
the qualifying project expenditure amount 
under paragraph (3) for a calendar year may 
allocate such portion to payroll periods be-
ginning in such calendar year as such gov-
ernmental unit determines appropriate. 

‘‘(c) CARRYOVER OF UNUSED ALLOCATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), if the amount allocated under 
subsection (b)(3) to a New York Liberty Zone 
governmental unit for any calendar year ex-
ceeds the aggregate taxes imposed by section 
3402 for which such governmental unit is lia-
ble under section 3403 for periods beginning 
in such year, such excess shall be carried to 
the succeeding calendar year and added to 
the allocation of such governmental unit for 
such succeeding calendar year. No amount 
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may be carried under the preceding sentence 
to a calendar year after 2026. 

‘‘(2) REALLOCATION.—If a New York Liberty 
Zone governmental unit does not use an 
amount allocated to it under subsection 
(b)(3) within the time prescribed by the Gov-
ernor of the State of New York and the 
Mayor of the City of New York, New York, 
then such amount shall after such time be 
treated for purposes of subsection (b)(3) in 
the same manner as if it had never been allo-
cated. 

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS AND SPECIAL RULES.—For 
purposes of this section— 

‘‘(1) CREDIT PERIOD.—The term ‘credit pe-
riod’ means the 15-year period beginning on 
January 1, 2007. 

‘‘(2) NEW YORK LIBERTY ZONE GOVERN-
MENTAL UNIT.—The term ‘New York Liberty 
Zone governmental unit’ means— 

‘‘(A) the State of New York, 
‘‘(B) the City of New York, New York, and 
‘‘(C) any agency or instrumentality of such 

State or City. 
‘‘(3) TREATMENT OF FUNDS.—Any expendi-

ture for a qualifying project taken into ac-
count for purposes of the credit under this 
section shall be considered State and local 
funds for the purpose of any Federal pro-
gram. 

‘‘(4) TREATMENT OF CREDIT AMOUNTS FOR 
PURPOSES OF WITHHOLDING TAXES.—For pur-
poses of this title, a New York Liberty Zone 
governmental unit shall be treated as having 
paid to the Secretary, on the day on which 
wages are paid to employees, an amount 
equal to the amount of the credit allowed to 
such entity under subsection (a) with respect 
to such wages, but only if such governmental 
unit deducts and withholds wages for such 
payroll period under section 3401 (relating to 
wage withholding). 

‘‘(e) REPORTING.—The Governor of the 
State of New York and the Mayor of the City 
of New York, New York, shall jointly submit 
to the Secretary an annual report— 

‘‘(1) which certifies— 
‘‘(A) the qualifying project expenditure 

amount for the calendar year, and 
‘‘(B) the amount allocated to each New 

York Liberty Zone governmental unit under 
subsection (b)(3) for the calendar year, and 

‘‘(2) includes such other information as the 
Secretary may require to carry out this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(f) GUIDANCE.—The Secretary may pre-
scribe such guidance as may be necessary or 
appropriate to ensure compliance with the 
purposes of this section. 

‘‘(g) TERMINATION.—No credit shall be al-
lowed under subsection (a) for any calender 
year after 2026.’’. 

(b) TERMINATION OF CERTAIN NEW YORK 
LIBERTY ZONE BENEFITS.— 

(1) SPECIAL ALLOWANCE AND EXPENSING.— 
Section 1400K(b)(2)(A)(v), as redesignated by 
subsection (a), is amended by striking ‘‘the 
termination date’’ and inserting ‘‘the date of 
the enactment of the Estate Tax and Exten-
sion of Tax Relief Act of 2006 or the termi-
nation date if pursuant to a binding contract 
in effect on such enactment date’’. 

(2) LEASEHOLD.—Section 1400K(c)(2)(B), as 
so redesignated, is amended by striking ‘‘be-
fore January 1, 2007’’ and inserting ‘‘on or be-
fore the date of the enactment of the Estate 
Tax and Extension of Tax Relief Act of 2006 
or before January 1, 2007, if pursuant to a 
binding contract in effect on such enactment 
date’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 38(c)(3)(B) is amended by strik-

ing ‘‘section 1400L(a)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
1400K(a)’’. 

(2) Section 168(k)(2)(D)(ii) is amended by 
striking ‘‘section 1400L(c)(2)’’ and inserting 
‘‘1400K(c)(2)’’. 

(3) The table of sections for part I of sub-
chapter Y of chapter 1 is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘1400L’’ and inserting ‘‘1400K’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendments made by this 
section shall apply to periods beginning after 
December 31, 2006. 

(2) SUBSECTION (b).—The amendments made 
by subsection (b) shall take effect as if in-
cluded in section 301 of the Job Creation and 
Worker Assistance Act of 2002. 
SEC. 221. EXTENSION OF BONUS DEPRECIATION 

FOR CERTAIN QUALIFIED GULF OP-
PORTUNITY ZONE PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section 
1400N is amended by adding at the end the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) EXTENSION FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any speci-

fied Gulf Opportunity Zone extension prop-
erty, paragraph (2)(A) shall be applied with-
out regard to clause (v) thereof. 

‘‘(B) SPECIFIED GULF OPPORTUNITY ZONE EX-
TENSION PROPERTY.—For purposes of this 
paragraph, the term ‘specified Gulf Oppor-
tunity Zone extension property’ means prop-
erty— 

‘‘(i) substantially all of the use of which is 
in one or more specified portions of the GO 
Zone, and 

‘‘(ii) which is— 
‘‘(I) nonresidential real property or resi-

dential rental property which is placed in 
service by the taxpayer on or before Decem-
ber 31, 2009, or 

‘‘(II) in the case of a taxpayer who places 
a building described in subclause (I) in serv-
ice on or before December 31, 2009, property 
described in section 168(k)(2)(A)(i) if substan-
tially all of the use of such property is in 
such building and such property is placed in 
service by the taxpayer not later than 90 
days after such building is placed in service. 

‘‘(C) SPECIFIED PORTIONS OF THE GO ZONE.— 
For purposes of this paragraph, the term 
‘specified portions of the GO Zone’ means 
those portions of the GO Zone which are in 
any county or parish which is identified by 
the Secretary as being a county or parish in 
which hurricanes occurring during 2005 dam-
aged (in the aggregate) more than 40 percent 
of the housing units in such county or parish 
which were occupied (determined according 
to the 2000 Census).’’. 

(b) EXTENSION NOT APPLICABLE TO IN-
CREASED SECTION 179 EXPENSING.—Paragraph 
(2) of section 1400N(e) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘without regard to subsection (d)(6)’’ 
after ‘‘subsection (d)(2)’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in section 101 of the Gulf Oppor-
tunity Zone Act of 2005. 
SEC. 222. AUTHORITY FOR UNDERCOVER OPER-

ATIONS. 
Paragraph (6) of section 7608(c) (relating to 

application of section) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘2007’’ both places it appears and insert-
ing ‘‘2008’’. 
SEC. 223. DISCLOSURES OF CERTAIN TAX RE-

TURN INFORMATION. 
(a) DISCLOSURES TO FACILITATE COMBINED 

EMPLOYMENT TAX REPORTING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (B) of sec-

tion 6103(d)(5) (relating to termination) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘2007’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by paragraph (1) shall apply to disclo-
sures after December 31, 2006. 

(b) DISCLOSURES RELATING TO TERRORIST 
ACTIVITIES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Clause (iv) of section 
6103(i)(3)(C) and subparagraph (E) of section 
6103(i)(7) are each amended by striking 
‘‘2006’’ and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by paragraph (1) shall apply to disclo-
sures after December 31, 2006. 

(c) DISCLOSURES RELATING TO STUDENT 
LOANS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (D) of sec-
tion 6103(l)(13) (relating to termination) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘2007’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by paragraph (1) shall apply to re-
quests made after December 31, 2006. 

Subtitle B—Other Provisions 
SEC. 231. DEDUCTION ALLOWABLE WITH RE-

SPECT TO INCOME ATTRIBUTABLE 
TO DOMESTIC PRODUCTION ACTIVI-
TIES IN PUERTO RICO. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section 
199 (relating to definitions and special rules) 
is amended by redesignating paragraph (8) as 
paragraph (9) and by inserting after para-
graph (7) the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(8) TREATMENT OF ACTIVITIES IN PUERTO 
RICO.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any tax-
payer with gross receipts for any taxable 
year from sources within the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, if all of such receipts are tax-
able under section 1 or 11 for such taxable 
year, then for purposes of determining the 
domestic production gross receipts of such 
taxpayer for such taxable year under sub-
section (c)(4), the term ‘United States’ shall 
include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULE FOR APPLYING WAGE LIM-
ITATION.—In the case of any taxpayer de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), for purposes of 
applying the limitation under subsection (b) 
for any taxable year, the determination of 
W–2 wages of such taxpayer shall be made 
without regard to any exclusion under sec-
tion 3401(a)(8) for remuneration paid for serv-
ices performed in Puerto Rico. 

‘‘(C) TERMINATION.—This paragraph shall 
apply only with respect to the first 2 taxable 
years of the taxpayer beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2005, and before January 1, 2008.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 232. CREDIT FOR PRIOR YEAR MINIMUM TAX 

LIABILITY MADE REFUNDABLE 
AFTER PERIOD OF YEARS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 53 (relating to 
credit for prior year minimum tax liability) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(e) SPECIAL RULE FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH 
LONG-TERM UNUSED CREDITS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If an individual has a 
long-term unused minimum tax credit for 
any taxable year beginning before January 1, 
2013, the amount determined under sub-
section (c) for such taxable year shall not be 
less than the AMT refundable credit amount 
for such taxable year. 

‘‘(2) AMT REFUNDABLE CREDIT AMOUNT.—For 
purposes of paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘AMT refund-
able credit amount’ means, with respect to 
any taxable year, the amount equal to the 
greater of— 

‘‘(i) the lesser of— 
‘‘(I) $5,000, or 
‘‘(II) the amount of long-term unused min-

imum tax credit for such taxable year, or 
‘‘(ii) 20 percent of the amount of such cred-

it. 
‘‘(B) PHASEOUT OF AMT REFUNDABLE CREDIT 

AMOUNT.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an indi-

vidual whose adjusted gross income for any 
taxable year exceeds the threshold amount 
(within the meaning of section 151(d)(3)(C)), 
the AMT refundable credit amount deter-
mined under subparagraph (A) for such tax-
able year shall be reduced by the applicable 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:52 Nov 18, 2006 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00156 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORDCX\T37X$J0E\H28JY6.REC H28JY6cc
ol

em
an

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

71
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6177 July 28, 2006 
percentage (within the meaning of section 
151(d)(3)(B)). 

‘‘(ii) ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME.—For pur-
poses of clause (i), adjusted gross income 
shall be determined without regard to sec-
tions 911, 931, and 933. 

‘‘(3) LONG-TERM UNUSED MINIMUM TAX CRED-
IT.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the term ‘long-term unused min-
imum tax credit’ means, with respect to any 
taxable year, the portion of the minimum 
tax credit determined under subsection (b) 
attributable to the adjusted net minimum 
tax for taxable years before the 3rd taxable 
year immediately preceding such taxable 
year. 

‘‘(B) FIRST-IN, FIRST-OUT ORDERING RULE.— 
For purposes of subparagraph (A), credits 
shall be treated as allowed under subsection 
(a) on a first-in, first-out basis. 

‘‘(4) CREDIT REFUNDABLE.—For purposes of 
this title (other than this section), the credit 
allowed by reason of this subsection shall be 
treated as if it were allowed under subpart 
C.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 6211(b)(4)(A) is amended by 

striking ‘‘and 34’’ and inserting ‘‘34, and 
53(e)’’. 

(2) Paragraph (2) of section 1324(b) of title 
31, United States Code, is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘or 53(e)’’ after ‘‘section 35’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 233. RETURNS REQUIRED IN CONNECTION 

WITH CERTAIN OPTIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—So much of section 6039(a) 

as follows paragraph (2) is amended to read 
as follows: 
‘‘shall, for such calendar year, make a return 
at such time and in such manner, and setting 
forth such information, as the Secretary 
may by regulations prescribe.’’. 

(b) STATEMENTS TO PERSONS WITH RESPECT 
TO WHOM INFORMATION IS FURNISHED.—Sec-
tion 6039 is amended by redesignating sub-
sections (b) and (c) as subsection (c) and (d), 
respectively, and by inserting after sub-
section (a) the following new subsection: 

‘‘(b) STATEMENTS TO BE FURNISHED TO PER-
SONS WITH RESPECT TO WHOM INFORMATION IS 
REPORTED.—Every corporation making a re-
turn under subsection (a) shall furnish to 
each person whose name is set forth in such 
return a written statement setting forth 
such information as the Secretary may by 
regulations prescribe. The written statement 
required under the preceding sentence shall 
be furnished to such person on or before Jan-
uary 31 of the year following the calendar 
year for which the return under subsection 
(a) was made.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 6724(d)(1)(B) is amended by 

striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of clause (xvii), by 
striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of clause (xviii) 
and inserting ‘‘or’’, and by adding at the end 
the following new clause: 

‘‘(xix) section 6039(a) (relating to returns 
required with respect to certain options), 
and’’. 

(2) Section 6724(d)(2)(B) is amended by 
striking ‘‘section 6039(a)’’ and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 6039(b)’’. 

(3) The heading of section 6039 and the item 
relating to such section in the table of sec-
tions of subpart A of part III of subchapter A 
of chapter 61 of such Code are each amended 
by striking ‘‘Information’’ and inserting 
‘‘Returns’’. 

(4) The heading of subsection (a) of section 
6039 is amended by striking ‘‘FURNISHING OF 
INFORMATION’’ and inserting ‘‘REQUIREMENT 
OF REPORTING’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to calendar 
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 234. PARTIAL EXPENSING FOR ADVANCED 

MINE SAFETY EQUIPMENT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Part VI of subchapter B 

of chapter 1 is amended by inserting after 
section 179D the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 179E. ELECTION TO EXPENSE ADVANCED 

MINE SAFETY EQUIPMENT. 
‘‘(a) TREATMENT AS EXPENSES.—A taxpayer 

may elect to treat 50 percent of the cost of 
any qualified advanced mine safety equip-
ment property as an expense which is not 
chargeable to capital account. Any cost so 
treated shall be allowed as a deduction for 
the taxable year in which the qualified ad-
vanced mine safety equipment property is 
placed in service. 

‘‘(b) ELECTION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An election under this 

section for any taxable year shall be made on 
the taxpayer’s return of the tax imposed by 
this chapter for the taxable year. Such elec-
tion shall specify the advanced mine safety 
equipment property to which the election ap-
plies and shall be made in such manner as 
the Secretary may by regulations prescribe. 

‘‘(2) ELECTION IRREVOCABLE.—Any election 
made under this section may not be revoked 
except with the consent of the Secretary. 

‘‘(c) QUALIFIED ADVANCED MINE SAFETY 
EQUIPMENT PROPERTY.—For purposes of this 
section, the term ‘qualified advanced mine 
safety equipment property’ means any ad-
vanced mine safety equipment property for 
use in any underground mine located in the 
United States— 

‘‘(1) the original use of which commences 
with the taxpayer, and 

‘‘(2) which is placed in service by the tax-
payer after the date of the enactment of this 
section. 

‘‘(d) ADVANCED MINE SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
PROPERTY.—For purposes of this section, the 
term ‘advanced mine safety equipment prop-
erty’ means any of the following: 

‘‘(1) Emergency communication tech-
nology or device which is used to allow a 
miner to maintain constant communication 
with an individual who is not in the mine. 

‘‘(2) Electronic identification and location 
device which allows an individual who is not 
in the mine to track at all times the move-
ments and location of miners working in or 
at the mine. 

‘‘(3) Emergency oxygen-generating, self- 
rescue device which provides oxygen for at 
least 90 minutes. 

‘‘(4) Pre-positioned supplies of oxygen 
which (in combination with self-rescue de-
vices) can be used to provide each miner on 
a shift, in the event of an accident or other 
event which traps the miner in the mine or 
otherwise necessitates the use of such a self- 
rescue device, the ability to survive for at 
least 48 hours. 

‘‘(5) Comprehensive atmospheric moni-
toring system which monitors the levels of 
carbon monoxide, methane, and oxygen that 
are present in all areas of the mine and 
which can detect smoke in the case of a fire 
in a mine. 

‘‘(e) COORDINATION WITH SECTION 179.—No 
expenditures shall be taken into account 
under subsection (a) with respect to the por-
tion of the cost of any property specified in 
an election under section 179. 

‘‘(f) REPORTING.—No deduction shall be al-
lowed under subsection (a) to any taxpayer 
for any taxable year unless such taxpayer 
files with the Secretary a report containing 
such information with respect to the oper-
ation of the mines of the taxpayer as the 
Secretary shall require. 

‘‘(g) TERMINATION.—This section shall not 
apply to property placed in service after De-
cember 31, 2008.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 263(a)(1) is amended by striking 

‘‘or’’ at the end of subparagraph (J), by strik-
ing the period at the end of subparagraph (K) 
and inserting ‘‘, or’’, and by inserting after 
subparagraph (K) the following new subpara-
graph: 

‘‘(L) expenditures for which a deduction is 
allowed under section 179E.’’. 

(2) Section 312(k)(3)(B) is amended by 
striking ‘‘or 179D’’ each place it appears in 
the heading and text thereof and inserting 
‘‘179D, or 179E’’. 

(3) Paragraphs (2)(C) and (3)(C) of section 
1245(a) are each amended by inserting 
‘‘179E,’’ after ‘‘179D,’’. 

(4) The table of sections for part VI of sub-
chapter B of chapter 1 is amended by insert-
ing after the item relating to section 179D 
the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 179E. Election to expense advanced 

mine safety equipment.’’. 
(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by this section shall apply to costs 
paid or incurred after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 235. MINE RESCUE TEAM TRAINING TAX 

CREDIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subpart D of part IV of 

subchapter A of chapter 1 (relating to busi-
ness related credits) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 45N. MINE RESCUE TEAM TRAINING CRED-

IT. 
‘‘(a) AMOUNT OF CREDIT.—For purposes of 

section 38, the mine rescue team training 
credit determined under this section with re-
spect to each qualified mine rescue team em-
ployee of an eligible employer for any tax-
able year is an amount equal to the lesser 
of— 

‘‘(1) 20 percent of the amount paid or in-
curred by the taxpayer during the taxable 
year with respect to the training program 
costs of such qualified mine rescue team em-
ployee (including wages of such employee 
while attending such program), or 

‘‘(2) $10,000. 
‘‘(b) QUALIFIED MINE RESCUE TEAM EM-

PLOYEE.—For purposes of this section, the 
term ‘qualified mine rescue team employee’ 
means with respect to any taxable year any 
full-time employee of the taxpayer who is— 

‘‘(1) a miner eligible for more than 6 
months of such taxable year to serve as a 
mine rescue team member as a result of 
completing, at a minimum, an initial 20-hour 
course of instruction as prescribed by the 
Mine Safety and Health Administration’s Of-
fice of Educational Policy and Development, 
or 

‘‘(2) a miner eligible for more than 6 
months of such taxable year to serve as a 
mine rescue team member by virtue of re-
ceiving at least 40 hours of refresher training 
in such instruction. 

‘‘(c) ELIGIBLE EMPLOYER.—For purposes of 
this section, the term ‘eligible employer’ 
means any taxpayer which employs individ-
uals as miners in underground mines in the 
United States. 

‘‘(d) WAGES.—For purposes of this section, 
the term ‘wages’ has the meaning given to 
such term by subsection (b) of section 3306 
(determined without regard to any dollar 
limitation contained in such section). 

‘‘(e) TERMINATION.—This section shall not 
apply to taxable years beginning after De-
cember 31, 2008.’’. 

(b) CREDIT MADE PART OF GENERAL BUSI-
NESS CREDIT.—Section 38(b) is amended by 
striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph (29), 
by striking the period at the end of para-
graph (30) and inserting ‘‘, plus’’, and by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(31) the mine rescue team training credit 
determined under section 45N(a).’’. 
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(c) NO DOUBLE BENEFIT.—Section 280C is 

amended by adding at the end the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(e) MINE RESCUE TEAM TRAINING CREDIT.— 
No deduction shall be allowed for that por-
tion of the expenses otherwise allowable as a 
deduction for the taxable year which is equal 
to the amount of the credit determined for 
the taxable year under section 45N(a).’’. 

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for subpart D of part IV of sub-
chapter A of chapter 1 is amended by adding 
at the end the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 45N. Mine rescue team training cred-

it.’’. 
(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 236. WHISTLEBLOWER REFORMS. 

(a) AWARDS TO WHISTLEBLOWERS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 7623 (relating to 

expenses of detection of underpayments and 
fraud, etc.) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘The Secretary’’ and in-
serting ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’, 

(B) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of para-
graph (1) and inserting ‘‘or’’, 

(C) by striking ‘‘(other than interest)’’, and 
(D) by adding at the end the following new 

subsection: 
‘‘(b) AWARDS TO WHISTLEBLOWERS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary proceeds 

with any administrative or judicial action 
described in subsection (a) based on informa-
tion brought to the Secretary’s attention by 
an individual, such individual shall, subject 
to paragraph (2), receive as an award at least 
15 percent but not more than 30 percent of 
the collected proceeds (including penalties, 
interest, additions to tax, and additional 
amounts) resulting from the action (includ-
ing any related actions) or from any settle-
ment in response to such action. The deter-
mination of the amount of such award by the 
Whistleblower Office shall depend upon the 
extent to which the individual substantially 
contributed to such action. 

‘‘(2) AWARD IN CASE OF LESS SUBSTANTIAL 
CONTRIBUTION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the event the action 
described in paragraph (1) is one which the 
Whistleblower Office determines to be based 
principally on disclosures of specific allega-
tions (other than information provided by 
the individual described in paragraph (1)) re-
sulting from a judicial or administrative 
hearing, from a governmental report, hear-
ing, audit, or investigation, or from the news 
media, the Whistleblower Office may award 
such sums as it considers appropriate, but in 
no case more than 10 percent of the collected 
proceeds (including penalties, interest, addi-
tions to tax, and additional amounts) result-
ing from the action (including any related 
actions) or from any settlement in response 
to such action, taking into account the sig-
nificance of the individual’s information and 
the role of such individual and any legal rep-
resentative of such individual in contrib-
uting to such action. 

‘‘(B) NONAPPLICATION OF PARAGRAPH WHERE 
INDIVIDUAL IS ORIGINAL SOURCE OF INFORMA-
TION.—Subparagraph (A) shall not apply if 
the information resulting in the initiation of 
the action described in paragraph (1) was 
originally provided by the individual de-
scribed in paragraph (1). 

‘‘(3) REDUCTION IN OR DENIAL OF AWARD.—If 
the Whistleblower Office determines that the 
claim for an award under paragraph (1) or (2) 
is brought by an individual who planned and 
initiated the actions that led to the under-
payment of tax or actions described in sub-
section (a)(2), then the Whistleblower Office 
may appropriately reduce such award. If 
such individual is convicted of criminal con-
duct arising from the role described in the 

preceding sentence, the Whistleblower Office 
shall deny any award. 

‘‘(4) APPEAL OF AWARD DETERMINATION.— 
Any determination regarding an award under 
paragraph (1), (2), or (3) may, within 30 days 
of such determination, be appealed to the 
Tax Court (and the Tax Court shall have ju-
risdiction with respect to such matter). 

‘‘(5) APPLICATION OF THIS SUBSECTION.—This 
subsection shall apply with respect to any 
action— 

‘‘(A) against any taxpayer, but in the case 
of any individual, only if such individual’s 
gross income exceeds $200,000 for any taxable 
year subject to such action, and 

‘‘(B) if the tax, penalties, interest, addi-
tions to tax, and additional amounts in dis-
pute exceed $2,000,000. 

‘‘(6) ADDITIONAL RULES.— 
‘‘(A) NO CONTRACT NECESSARY.—No con-

tract with the Internal Revenue Service is 
necessary for any individual to receive an 
award under this subsection. 

‘‘(B) REPRESENTATION.—Any individual de-
scribed in paragraph (1) or (2) may be rep-
resented by counsel. 

‘‘(C) SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION.—No 
award may be made under this subsection 
based on information submitted to the Sec-
retary unless such information is submitted 
under penalty of perjury.’’. 

(2) ASSIGNMENT TO SPECIAL TRIAL JUDGES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 7443A(b) (relating 

to proceedings which may be assigned to spe-
cial trial judges) is amended by striking 
‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph (4), by redesig-
nating paragraph (5) as paragraph (6), and by 
inserting after paragraph (4) the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) any proceeding under section 
7623(b)(4), and’’. 

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
7443A(c) is amended by striking ‘‘or (4)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘(4), or (5)’’. 

(3) DEDUCTION ALLOWED WHETHER OR NOT 
TAXPAYER ITEMIZES.—Subsection (a) of sec-
tion 62 (relating to general rule defining ad-
justed gross income) is amended by inserting 
after paragraph (20) the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(21) ATTORNEYS FEES RELATING TO AWARDS 
TO WHISTLEBLOWERS.—Any deduction allow-
able under this chapter for attorney fees and 
court costs paid by, or on behalf of, the tax-
payer in connection with any award under 
section 7623(b) (relating to awards to whistle-
blowers). The preceding sentence shall not 
apply to any deduction in excess of the 
amount includible in the taxpayer’s gross in-
come for the taxable year on account of such 
award.’’. 

(b) WHISTLEBLOWER OFFICE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the date 

which is 12 months after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall issue guidance for the oper-
ation of a whistleblower program to be ad-
ministered in the Internal Revenue Service 
by an office to be known as the ‘‘Whistle-
blower Office’’ which— 

(A) shall at all times operate at the direc-
tion of the Commissioner of Internal Rev-
enue and coordinate and consult with other 
divisions in the Internal Revenue Service as 
directed by the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue, 

(B) shall analyze information received 
from any individual described in section 
7623(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
and either investigate the matter itself or 
assign it to the appropriate Internal Revenue 
Service office, and 

(C) in its sole discretion, may ask for addi-
tional assistance from such individual or any 
legal representative of such individual. 

(2) REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE.—The guid-
ance issued under paragraph (1) shall specify 
that any assistance requested under para-

graph (1)(C) shall be under the direction and 
control of the Whistleblower Office or the of-
fice assigned to investigate the matter under 
paragraph (1)(A). No individual or legal rep-
resentative whose assistance is so requested 
may by reason of such request represent 
himself or herself as an employee of the Fed-
eral Government. 

(c) REPORT BY SECRETARY.—The Secretary 
of the Treasury shall each year conduct a 
study and report to Congress on the use of 
section 7623 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, including— 

(1) an analysis of the use of such section 
during the preceding year and the results of 
such use, and 

(2) any legislative or administrative rec-
ommendations regarding the provisions of 
such section and its application. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to infor-
mation provided on or after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 237. FRIVOLOUS TAX SUBMISSIONS. 

(a) CIVIL PENALTIES.—Section 6702 is 
amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 6702. FRIVOLOUS TAX SUBMISSIONS. 

‘‘(a) CIVIL PENALTY FOR FRIVOLOUS TAX RE-
TURNS.—A person shall pay a penalty of 
$5,000 if— 

‘‘(1) such person files what purports to be a 
return of a tax imposed by this title but 
which— 

‘‘(A) does not contain information on 
which the substantial correctness of the self- 
assessment may be judged, or 

‘‘(B) contains information that on its face 
indicates that the self-assessment is substan-
tially incorrect, and 

‘‘(2) the conduct referred to in paragraph 
(1)— 

‘‘(A) is based on a position which the Sec-
retary has identified as frivolous under sub-
section (c), or 

‘‘(B) reflects a desire to delay or impede 
the administration of Federal tax laws. 

‘‘(b) CIVIL PENALTY FOR SPECIFIED FRIVO-
LOUS SUBMISSIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IMPOSITION OF PENALTY.—Except as 
provided in paragraph (3), any person who 
submits a specified frivolous submission 
shall pay a penalty of $5,000. 

‘‘(2) SPECIFIED FRIVOLOUS SUBMISSION.—For 
purposes of this section— 

‘‘(A) SPECIFIED FRIVOLOUS SUBMISSION.— 
The term ‘specified frivolous submission’ 
means a specified submission if any portion 
of such submission— 

‘‘(i) is based on a position which the Sec-
retary has identified as frivolous under sub-
section (c), or 

‘‘(ii) reflects a desire to delay or impede 
the administration of Federal tax laws. 

‘‘(B) SPECIFIED SUBMISSION.—The term 
‘specified submission’ means— 

‘‘(i) a request for a hearing under— 
‘‘(I) section 6320 (relating to notice and op-

portunity for hearing upon filing of notice of 
lien), or 

‘‘(II) section 6330 (relating to notice and 
opportunity for hearing before levy), and 

‘‘(ii) an application under— 
‘‘(I) section 6159 (relating to agreements 

for payment of tax liability in installments), 
‘‘(II) section 7122 (relating to com-

promises), or 
‘‘(III) section 7811 (relating to taxpayer as-

sistance orders). 
‘‘(3) OPPORTUNITY TO WITHDRAW SUBMIS-

SION.—If the Secretary provides a person 
with notice that a submission is a specified 
frivolous submission and such person with-
draws such submission within 30 days after 
such notice, the penalty imposed under para-
graph (1) shall not apply with respect to such 
submission. 

‘‘(c) LISTING OF FRIVOLOUS POSITIONS.—The 
Secretary shall prescribe (and periodically 
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revise) a list of positions which the Sec-
retary has identified as being frivolous for 
purposes of this subsection. The Secretary 
shall not include in such list any position 
that the Secretary determines meets the re-
quirement of section 6662(d)(2)(B)(ii)(II). 

‘‘(d) REDUCTION OF PENALTY.—The Sec-
retary may reduce the amount of any pen-
alty imposed under this section if the Sec-
retary determines that such reduction would 
promote compliance with and administra-
tion of the Federal tax laws. 

‘‘(e) PENALTIES IN ADDITION TO OTHER PEN-
ALTIES.—The penalties imposed by this sec-
tion shall be in addition to any other penalty 
provided by law.’’. 

(b) TREATMENT OF FRIVOLOUS REQUESTS 
FOR HEARINGS BEFORE LEVY.— 

(1) FRIVOLOUS REQUESTS DISREGARDED.— 
Section 6330 (relating to notice and oppor-
tunity for hearing before levy) is amended by 
adding at the end the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(g) FRIVOLOUS REQUESTS FOR HEARING, 
ETC.—Notwithstanding any other provision 
of this section, if the Secretary determines 
that any portion of a request for a hearing 
under this section or section 6320 meets the 
requirement of clause (i) or (ii) of section 
6702(b)(2)(A), then the Secretary may treat 
such portion as if it were never submitted 
and such portion shall not be subject to any 
further administrative or judicial review.’’. 

(2) PRECLUSION FROM RAISING FRIVOLOUS 
ISSUES AT HEARING.—Section 6330(c)(4) is 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘(A)’’ and inserting 
‘‘(A)(i)’’; 

(B) by striking ‘‘(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘(ii)’’; 
(C) by striking the period at the end of the 

first sentence and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 
(D) by inserting after subparagraph (A)(ii) 

(as so redesignated) the following: 
‘‘(B) the issue meets the requirement of 

clause (i) or (ii) of section 6702(b)(2)(A).’’. 
(3) STATEMENT OF GROUNDS.—Section 

6330(b)(1) is amended by striking ‘‘under sub-
section (a)(3)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘in writing 
under subsection (a)(3)(B) and states the 
grounds for the requested hearing’’. 

(c) TREATMENT OF FRIVOLOUS REQUESTS 
FOR HEARINGS UPON FILING OF NOTICE OF 
LIEN.—Section 6320 is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘under 
subsection (a)(3)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘in writ-
ing under subsection (a)(3)(B) and states the 
grounds for the requested hearing’’, and 

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘and (e)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘(e), and (g)’’. 

(d) TREATMENT OF FRIVOLOUS APPLICATIONS 
FOR OFFERS-IN-COMPROMISE AND INSTALL-
MENT AGREEMENTS.—Section 7122 is amended 
by adding at the end the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(f) FRIVOLOUS SUBMISSIONS, ETC.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of this sec-
tion, if the Secretary determines that any 
portion of an application for an offer-in-com-
promise or installment agreement submitted 
under this section or section 6159 meets the 
requirement of clause (i) or (ii) of section 
6702(b)(2)(A), then the Secretary may treat 
such portion as if it were never submitted 
and such portion shall not be subject to any 
further administrative or judicial review.’’. 

(e) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for part I of subchapter B of chapter 
68 is amended by striking the item relating 
to section 6702 and inserting the following 
new item: 
‘‘Sec. 6702. Frivolous tax submissions.’’. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to submis-
sions made and issues raised after the date 
on which the Secretary first prescribes a list 
under section 6702(c) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, as amended by subsection (a). 

SEC. 238. ADDITION OF MENINGOCOCCAL AND 
HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS VACCINES 
TO LIST OF TAXABLE VACCINES. 

(a) MENINGOCOCCAL VACCINE.—Section 
4132(a)(1) (defining taxable vaccine) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subparagraph: 

‘‘(O) Any meningococcal vaccine.’’. 
(b) HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS VACCINE.—Sec-

tion 4132(a)(1), as amended by subsection (a), 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subparagraph: 

‘‘(P) Any vaccine against the human 
papillomavirus.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) SALES, ETC.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to sales and uses on 
or after the first day of the first month 
which begins more than 4 weeks after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) DELIVERIES.—For purposes of paragraph 
(1) and section 4131 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, in the case of sales on or before 
the effective date described in such para-
graph for which delivery is made after such 
date, the delivery date shall be considered 
the sale date. 
SEC. 239. CLARIFICATION OF TAXATION OF CER-

TAIN SETTLEMENT FUNDS MADE 
PERMANENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (g) of section 
468B, as amended by section 201 of the Tax 
Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act 
of 2005, is amended by striking paragraph (3). 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in section 201 of the Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005. 
SEC. 240. MODIFICATION OF ACTIVE BUSINESS 

DEFINITION UNDER SECTION 355 
MADE PERMANENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraphs (A) and 
(D) of section 355(b)(3), as amended by sec-
tion 202 of the Tax Increase Prevention and 
Reconciliation Act of 2005, are each amended 
by striking ‘‘and on or before December 31, 
2010’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in section 202 of the Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005. 
SEC. 241. REVISION OF STATE VETERANS LIMIT 

MADE PERMANENT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (B) of sec-

tion 143(l)(3), as amended by section 203 of 
the Tax Increase Prevention and Reconcili-
ation Act of 2005, is amended by striking 
clause (iv). 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in section 203 of the Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005. 
SEC. 242. CAPITAL GAINS TREATMENT FOR CER-

TAIN SELF-CREATED MUSICAL 
WORKS MADE PERMANENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (3) of section 
1221(b), as amended by section 204 of the Tax 
Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act 
of 2005, is amended by striking ‘‘before Janu-
ary 1, 2011,’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in section 204 of the Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005. 
SEC. 243. REDUCTION IN MINIMUM VESSEL TON-

NAGE WHICH QUALIFIES FOR TON-
NAGE TAX MADE PERMANENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (4) of section 
1355(a), as amended by section 205 of the Tax 
Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act 
of 2005, is amended by striking ‘‘10,000 (6,000, 
in the case of taxable years beginning after 
December 31, 2005, and ending before January 
1, 2011)’’ and inserting ‘‘6,000’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in section 205 of the Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005. 

SEC. 244. MODIFICATION OF SPECIAL ARBITRAGE 
RULE FOR CERTAIN FUNDS MADE 
PERMANENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 206 of the Tax In-
crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
2005 is amended by striking ‘‘and before Au-
gust 31, 2009’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in section 206 of the Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005. 
SEC. 245. GREAT LAKES DOMESTIC SHIPPING TO 

NOT DISQUALIFY VESSEL FROM 
TONNAGE TAX. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1355 (relating to 
definitions and special rules) is amended by 
redesignating subsection (g) as subsection 
(h) and by inserting after subsection (f) the 
following new subsection: 

‘‘(g) GREAT LAKES DOMESTIC SHIPPING TO 
NOT DISQUALIFY VESSEL.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If the electing corpora-
tion elects (at such time and in such manner 
as the Secretary may require) to apply this 
subsection for any taxable year to any quali-
fying vessel which is used in qualified zone 
domestic trade during the taxable year— 

‘‘(A) solely for purposes of subsection 
(a)(4), such use shall be treated as use in 
United States foreign trade (and not as use 
in United States domestic trade), and 

‘‘(B) subsection (f) shall not apply with re-
spect to such vessel for such taxable year. 

‘‘(2) EFFECT OF TEMPORARILY OPERATING 
VESSEL IN UNITED STATES DOMESTIC TRADE.— 
In the case of a qualifying vessel to which 
this subsection applies— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An electing corporation 
shall be treated as using such vessel in quali-
fied zone domestic trade during any period of 
temporary use in the United States domestic 
trade (other than qualified zone domestic 
trade) if the electing corporation gives time-
ly notice to the Secretary stating— 

‘‘(i) that it temporarily operates or has op-
erated in the United States domestic trade 
(other than qualified zone domestic trade) a 
qualifying vessel which had been used in the 
United States foreign trade or qualified zone 
domestic trade, and 

‘‘(ii) its intention to resume operation of 
the vessel in the United States foreign trade 
or qualified zone domestic trade. 

‘‘(B) NOTICE.—Notice shall be deemed time-
ly if given not later than the due date (in-
cluding extensions) for the corporation’s tax 
return for the taxable year in which the tem-
porary cessation begins. 

‘‘(C) PERIOD DISREGARD IN EFFECT.—The pe-
riod of temporary use under subparagraph 
(A) continues until the earlier of the date of 
which— 

‘‘(i) the electing corporation abandons its 
intention to resume operations of the vessel 
in the United States foreign trade or quali-
fied zone domestic trade, or 

‘‘(ii) the electing corporation resumes op-
eration of the vessel in the United States 
foreign trade or qualified zone domestic 
trade. 

‘‘(D) NO DISREGARD IF DOMESTIC TRADE USE 
EXCEEDS 30 DAYS.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
not apply to any qualifying vessel which is 
operated in the United States domestic trade 
(other than qualified zone domestic trade) 
for more than 30 days during the taxable 
year. 

‘‘(3) ALLOCATION OF INCOME AND DEDUCTIONS 
TO QUALIFYING SHIPPING ACTIVITIES.—In the 
case of a qualifying vessel to which this sub-
section applies, the Secretary shall prescribe 
rules for the proper allocation of income, ex-
penses, losses, and deductions between the 
qualified shipping activities and the other 
activities of such vessel. 

‘‘(4) QUALIFIED ZONE DOMESTIC TRADE.—For 
purposes of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified zone 
domestic trade’ means the transportation of 
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goods or passengers between places in the 
qualified zone if such transportation is in the 
United States domestic trade. 

‘‘(B) QUALIFIED ZONE.—The term ‘qualified 
zone’ means the Great Lakes Waterway and 
the St. Lawrence Seaway.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 246. USE OF QUALIFIED MORTGAGE BONDS 

TO FINANCE RESIDENCES FOR VET-
ERANS WITHOUT REGARD TO FIRST- 
TIME HOMEBUYER REQUIREMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 143(d)(2) (relating 
to exceptions to 3-year requirement) is 
amended by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of sub-
paragraph (B), by adding ‘‘and’’ at the end of 
subparagraph (C), and by inserting after sub-
paragraph (C) the following new subpara-
graph: 

‘‘(D) in the case of bonds issued after the 
date of the enactment of this subparagraph 
and before January 1, 2008, financing of any 
residence for a veteran (as defined in section 
101 of title 38, United States Code), if such 
veteran has not previously qualified for and 
received such financing by reason of this 
subparagraph,’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to bonds 
issued after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 
SEC. 247. EXCLUSION OF GAIN FROM SALE OF A 

PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE BY CERTAIN 
EMPLOYEES OF THE INTELLIGENCE 
COMMUNITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 121(d)(9) (relating to exclusion of gain 
from sale of principal residence) is amended 
by striking ‘‘duty’’ and all that follows and 
inserting ‘‘duty— 

‘‘(i) as a member of the uniformed services, 
‘‘(ii) as a member of the Foreign Service of 

the United States, or 
‘‘(iii) as an employee of the intelligence 

community.’’. 
(b) EMPLOYEE OF INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 

DEFINED.—Subparagraph (C) of section 
121(d)(9) is amended by redesignating clause 
(iv) as clause (v) and by inserting after 
clause (iii) the following new clause: 

‘‘(iv) EMPLOYEE OF INTELLIGENCE COMMU-
NITY.—The term ‘employee of the intel-
ligence community’ means an employee (as 
defined by section 2105 of title 5, United 
States Code) of— 

‘‘(I) the Office of the Director of National 
Intelligence, 

‘‘(II) the Central Intelligence Agency, 
‘‘(III) the National Security Agency, 
‘‘(IV) the Defense Intelligence Agency, 
‘‘(V) the National Geospatial-Intelligence 

Agency, 
‘‘(VI) the National Reconnaissance Office, 
‘‘(VII) any other office within the Depart-

ment of Defense for the collection of special-
ized national intelligence through reconnais-
sance programs, 

‘‘(VIII) any of the intelligence elements of 
the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, the Ma-
rine Corps, the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, the Department of Treasury, the De-
partment of Energy, and the Coast Guard, 

‘‘(IX) the Bureau of Intelligence and Re-
search of the Department of State, or 

‘‘(X) any of the elements of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security concerned with 
the analyses of foreign intelligence informa-
tion.’’. 

(c) SPECIAL RULE.—Subparagraph (C) of 
section 121(d)(9), as amended by subsection 
(b), is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new clause: 

‘‘(vi) SPECIAL RULE RELATING TO INTEL-
LIGENCE COMMUNITY.—An employee of the in-
telligence community shall not be treated as 
serving on qualified extended duty unless 

such duty is at a duty station located out-
side the United States.’’. 

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The heading 
for section 121(d)(9) is amended to read as fol-
lows: ‘‘UNIFORMED SERVICES, FOREIGN SERV-
ICE, AND INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY’’. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to sales or 
exchanges after the date of the enactment of 
this Act and before January 1, 2011. 
SEC. 248. TREATMENT OF COKE AND COKE GAS. 

(a) NONAPPLICATION OF PHASEOUT.—Section 
45K(g)(2) is amended by adding at the end the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(D) NONAPPLICATION OF PHASEOUT.—Sub-
section (b)(1) shall not apply.’’. 

(b) CLARIFICATION OF QUALIFYING FACIL-
ITY.—Section 45K(g)(1) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘(other than from petroleum based prod-
ucts)’’ after ‘‘coke or coke gas’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in section 1321 of the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005. 
SEC. 249. SALE OF PROPERTY BY JUDICIAL OFFI-

CERS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1043(b) (relating 

to the sale of property to comply with con-
flict-of-interest requirements) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘, or 

a judicial officer,’’ after ‘‘an officer or em-
ployee of the executive branch’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘judi-
cial canon,’’ after ‘‘any statute, regulation, 
rule,’’; 

(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘judi-

cial canon,’’ after ‘‘any Federal conflict of 
interest statute, regulation, rule,’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B), by inserting after 
‘‘the Director of the Office of Government 
Ethics,’’ the following: ‘‘in the case of execu-
tive branch officers or employees, or by the 
Judicial Conference of the United States (or 
its designee), in the case of judicial offi-
cers,’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (5)(B), by inserting ‘‘judi-
cial canon,’’ after ‘‘any statute, regulation, 
rule,’’. 

(b) JUDICIAL OFFICER DEFINED.—Section 
1043(b) is amended by adding at the end the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) JUDICIAL OFFICER.—The term ‘judicial 
officer’ means the Chief Justice of the 
United States, the Associate Justices of the 
Supreme Court, and the judges of the United 
States courts of appeals, United States dis-
trict courts, including the district courts in 
Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, and 
the Virgin Islands, Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit, Court of International 
Trade, Tax Court, Court of Federal Claims, 
Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims, United 
States Court of Appeals for the Armed 
Forces, and any court created by Act of Con-
gress, the judges of which are entitled to 
hold office during good behavior.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to sales 
after the date of enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 250. PREMIUMS FOR MORTGAGE INSUR-

ANCE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 163(h)(3) (relating 

to qualified residence interest) is amended 
by adding at the end the following new sub-
paragraph: 

‘‘(E) MORTGAGE INSURANCE PREMIUMS 
TREATED AS INTEREST.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Premiums paid or ac-
crued for qualified mortgage insurance by a 
taxpayer during the taxable year in connec-
tion with acquisition indebtedness with re-
spect to a qualified residence of the taxpayer 
shall be treated for purposes of this section 
as interest which is qualified residence inter-
est. 

‘‘(ii) PHASEOUT.—The amount otherwise 
treated as interest under clause (i) shall be 
reduced (but not below zero) by 10 percent of 
such amount for each $1,000 ($500 in the case 
of a married individual filing a separate re-
turn) (or fraction thereof) that the tax-
payer’s adjusted gross income for the taxable 
year exceeds $100,000 ($50,000 in the case of a 
married individual filing a separate return). 

‘‘(iii) LIMITATION.—Clause (i) shall not 
apply with respect to any mortgage insur-
ance contracts issued before January 1, 2007. 

‘‘(iv) TERMINATION.—Clause (i) shall not 
apply to amounts— 

‘‘(I) paid or accrued after December 31, 
2007, or 

‘‘(II) properly allocable to any period after 
such date.’’. 

(b) DEFINITION AND SPECIAL RULES.—Sec-
tion 163(h)(4) (relating to other definitions 
and special rules) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new subparagraphs: 

‘‘(E) QUALIFIED MORTGAGE INSURANCE.—The 
term ‘qualified mortgage insurance’ means— 

‘‘(i) mortgage insurance provided by the 
Veterans Administration, the Federal Hous-
ing Administration, or the Rural Housing 
Administration, and 

‘‘(ii) private mortgage insurance (as de-
fined by section 2 of the Homeowners Protec-
tion Act of 1998 (12 U.S.C. 4901), as in effect 
on the date of the enactment of this subpara-
graph). 

‘‘(F) SPECIAL RULES FOR PREPAID QUALIFIED 
MORTGAGE INSURANCE.—Any amount paid by 
the taxpayer for qualified mortgage insur-
ance that is properly allocable to any mort-
gage the payment of which extends to peri-
ods that are after the close of the taxable 
year in which such amount is paid shall be 
chargeable to capital account and shall be 
treated as paid in such periods to which so 
allocated. No deduction shall be allowed for 
the unamortized balance of such account if 
such mortgage is satisfied before the end of 
its term. The preceding sentences shall not 
apply to amounts paid for qualified mortgage 
insurance provided by the Veterans Adminis-
tration or the Rural Housing Administra-
tion.’’. 

(c) INFORMATION RETURNS RELATING TO 
MORTGAGE INSURANCE.—Section 6050H (relat-
ing to returns relating to mortgage interest 
received in trade or business from individ-
uals) is amended by adding at the end the 
following new subsection: 

‘‘(h) RETURNS RELATING TO MORTGAGE IN-
SURANCE PREMIUMS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may pre-
scribe, by regulations, that any person who, 
in the course of a trade or business, receives 
from any individual premiums for mortgage 
insurance aggregating $600 or more for any 
calendar year, shall make a return with re-
spect to each such individual. Such return 
shall be in such form, shall be made at such 
time, and shall contain such information as 
the Secretary may prescribe. 

‘‘(2) STATEMENT TO BE FURNISHED TO INDI-
VIDUALS WITH RESPECT TO WHOM INFORMATION 
IS REQUIRED.—Every person required to make 
a return under paragraph (1) shall furnish to 
each individual with respect to whom a re-
turn is made a written statement showing 
such information as the Secretary may pre-
scribe. Such written statement shall be fur-
nished on or before January 31 of the year 
following the calendar year for which the re-
turn under paragraph (1) was required to be 
made. 

‘‘(3) SPECIAL RULES.—For purposes of this 
subsection— 

‘‘(A) rules similar to the rules of sub-
section (c) shall apply, and 

‘‘(B) the term ‘mortgage insurance’ 
means— 
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‘‘(i) mortgage insurance provided by the 

Veterans Administration, the Federal Hous-
ing Administration, or the Rural Housing 
Administration, and 

‘‘(ii) private mortgage insurance (as de-
fined by section 2 of the Homeowners Protec-
tion Act of 1998 (12 U.S.C. 4901), as in effect 
on the date of the enactment of this sub-
section).’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to amounts 
paid or accrued after December 31, 2006. 
SEC. 251. MODIFICATION OF REFUNDS FOR KER-

OSENE USED IN AVIATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (4) of section 

6427(l) (relating to nontaxable uses of diesel 
fuel and kerosene) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(4) REFUNDS FOR KEROSENE USED IN AVIA-
TION.— 

‘‘(A) KEROSENE USED IN COMMERCIAL AVIA-
TION.—In the case of kerosene used in com-
mercial aviation (as defined in section 
4083(b)) (other than supplies for vessels or 
aircraft within the meaning of section 
4221(d)(3)), paragraph (1) shall not apply to so 
much of the tax imposed by section 4041 or 
4081, as the case may be, as is attributable 
to— 

‘‘(i) the Leaking Underground Storage 
Tank Trust Fund financing rate imposed by 
such section, and 

‘‘(ii) so much of the rate of tax specified in 
section 4041(c) or 4081(a)(2)(A)(iii), as the case 
may be, as does not exceed 4.3 cents per gal-
lon. 

‘‘(B) KEROSENE USED IN NONCOMMERCIAL 
AVIATION.—In the case of kerosene used in 
aviation that is not commercial aviation (as 
so defined) (other than any use which is ex-
empt from the tax imposed by section 4041(c) 
other than by reason of a prior imposition of 
tax), paragraph (1) shall not apply to— 

‘‘(i) any tax imposed by section 4041(c), and 
‘‘(ii) so much of the tax imposed by section 

4081 as is attributable to— 
‘‘(I) the Leaking Underground Storage 

Tank Trust Fund financing rate imposed by 
such section, and 

‘‘(II) so much of the rate of tax specified in 
section 4081(a)(2)(A)(iii) as does not exceed 
the rate specified in section 4081(a)(2)(C)(ii). 

‘‘(C) PAYMENTS TO ULTIMATE, REGISTERED 
VENDOR.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—With respect to any ker-
osene used in aviation (other than kerosene 
described in clause (ii) or kerosene to which 
paragraph (5) applies), if the ultimate pur-
chaser of such kerosene waives (at such time 
and in such form and manner as the Sec-
retary shall prescribe) the right to payment 
under paragraph (1) and assigns such right to 
the ultimate vendor, then the Secretary 
shall pay the amount which would be paid 
under paragraph (1) to such ultimate vendor, 
but only if such ultimate vendor— 

‘‘(I) is registered under section 4101, and 
‘‘(II) meets the requirements of subpara-

graph (A), (B), or (D) of section 6416(a)(1). 
‘‘(ii) PAYMENTS FOR KEROSENE USED IN NON-

COMMERCIAL AVIATION.—The amount which 
would be paid under paragraph (1) with re-
spect to any kerosene to which subparagraph 
(B) applies shall be paid only to the ultimate 
vendor of such kerosene. A payment shall be 
made to such vendor if such vendor— 

‘‘(I) is registered under section 4101, and 
‘‘(II) meets the requirements of subpara-

graph (A), (B), or (D) of section 6416(a)(1).’’. 
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 6427(l) is amended by striking 

paragraph (5) and by redesignating para-
graph (6) as paragraph (5). 

(2) Section 4082(d)(2)(B) is amended by 
striking ‘‘section 6427(l)(6)(B)’’ and inserting 
‘‘section 6427(l)(5)(B)’’. 

(3) Section 6427(i)(4)(A) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘paragraph (4)(B), (5), or 
(6)’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘paragraph (4)(C) or (5)’’, and 

(B) by striking ‘‘(l)(5), and (l)(6)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘(l)(4)(C)(ii), and (l)(5)’’. 

(4) Section 6427(l)(1) is amended by striking 
‘‘paragraph (4)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph 
(4)(C)(i)’’. 

(5) Section 9502(d) is amended— 
(A) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘and 

(l)(5)’’, and 
(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘or (5)’’. 
(6) Section 9503(c)(7) is amended— 
(A) by amending subparagraphs (A) and (B) 

to read as follows: 
‘‘(A) 4.3 cents per gallon of kerosene sub-

ject to section 6427(l)(4)(A) with respect to 
which a payment has been made by the Sec-
retary under section 6427(l), and 

‘‘(B) 21.8 cents per gallon of kerosene sub-
ject to section 6427(l)(4)(B) with respect to 
which a payment has been made by the Sec-
retary under section 6427(l).’’, and 

(B) in the matter following subparagraph 
(B), by striking ‘‘or (5)’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to kerosene sold 
after September 30, 2005. 

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR PENDING CLAIMS.—In 
the case of kerosene sold for use in aviation 
(other than kerosene to which section 
6427(l)(4)(C)(ii) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 (as added by subsection (a)) applies or 
kerosene to which section 6427(l)(5) of such 
Code (as redesignated by subsection (b)) ap-
plies) after September 30, 2005, and before the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the ulti-
mate purchaser shall be treated as having 
waived the right to payment under section 
6427(l)(1) of such Code and as having assigned 
such right to the ultimate vendor if such ul-
timate vendor has met the requirements of 
subparagraph (A), (B), or (D) of section 
6416(a)(1) of such Code. 

(d) SPECIAL RULE FOR KEROSENE USED IN 
AVIATION ON A FARM FOR FARMING PUR-
POSES.— 

(1) REFUNDS FOR PURCHASES AFTER DECEM-
BER 31, 2004, AND BEFORE OCTOBER 1, 2005.— 
The Secretary of the Treasury shall pay to 
the ultimate purchaser of any kerosene 
which is used in aviation on a farm for farm-
ing purposes and which was purchased after 
December 31, 2004, and before October 1, 2005, 
an amount equal to the aggregate amount of 
tax imposed on such fuel under section 4041 
or 4081 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
as the case may be, reduced by any payment 
to the ultimate vendor under section 
6427(l)(5)(C) of such Code (as in effect on the 
day before the date of the enactment of the 
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Trans-
portation Equity Act: a Legacy for Users). 

(2) USE ON A FARM FOR FARMING PUR-
POSES.—For purposes of paragraph (1), ker-
osene shall be treated as used on a farm for 
farming purposes if such kerosene is used for 
farming purposes (within the meaning of sec-
tion 6420(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986) in carrying on a trade or business on 
a farm situated in the United States. For 
purposes of the preceding sentence, rules 
similar to the rules of section 6420(c)(4) of 
such Code shall apply. 

(3) TIME FOR FILING CLAIMS.—No claim shall 
be allowed under paragraph (1) unless the ul-
timate purchaser files such claim before the 
date that is 3 months after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(4) NO DOUBLE BENEFIT.—No amount shall 
be paid under paragraph (1) or section 6427(l) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 with re-
spect to any kerosene described in paragraph 
(1) to the extent that such amount is in ex-
cess of the tax imposed on such kerosene 
under section 4041 or 4081 of such Code, as the 
case may be. 

(5) APPLICABLE LAWS.—For purposes of this 
subsection, rules similar to the rules of sec-
tion 6427(j) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 shall apply. 
SEC. 252. DEDUCTION FOR QUALIFIED TIMBER 

GAIN. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Part I of subchapter P of 

chapter 1 is amended by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 1203. DEDUCTION FOR QUALIFIED TIMBER 

GAIN. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a taxpayer 

which elects the application of this section 
for a taxable year, there shall be allowed a 
deduction against gross income equal to 60 
percent of the lesser of— 

‘‘(1) the taxpayer’s qualified timber gain 
for such year, or 

‘‘(2) the taxpayer’s net capital gain for 
such year. 

‘‘(b) QUALIFIED TIMBER GAIN.—For purposes 
of this section, the term ‘qualified timber 
gain’ means, with respect to any taxpayer 
for any taxable year, the excess (if any) of— 

‘‘(1) the sum of the taxpayer’s gains de-
scribed in subsections (a) and (b) of section 
631 for such year, over 

‘‘(2) the sum of the taxpayer’s losses de-
scribed in such subsections for such year. 

‘‘(c) SPECIAL RULES FOR PASS-THRU ENTI-
TIES.—In the case of any qualified timber 
gain of a pass-thru entity (as defined in sec-
tion 1(h)(10))— 

‘‘(1) the election under this section shall be 
made separately by each taxpayer subject to 
tax on such gain, and 

‘‘(2) the Secretary may prescribe such reg-
ulations as are appropriate to apply this sec-
tion to such gain. 

‘‘(d) TERMINATION.—No disposition of tim-
ber after December 31, 2007, shall be taken 
into account under subsection (b).’’. 

(b) COORDINATION WITH MAXIMUM CAPITAL 
GAINS RATES.— 

(1) TAXPAYERS OTHER THAN CORPORA-
TIONS.—Paragraph (2) of section 1(h) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(2) REDUCTION OF NET CAPITAL GAIN.—For 
purposes of this subsection, the net capital 
gain for any taxable year shall be reduced 
(but not below zero) by the sum of— 

‘‘(A) the amount which the taxpayer takes 
into account as investment income under 
section 163(d)(4)(B)(iii), and 

‘‘(B) in the case of a taxable year with re-
spect to which an election is in effect under 
section 1203, the lesser of— 

‘‘(i) the amount described in paragraph (1) 
of section 1203(a), or 

‘‘(ii) the amount described in paragraph (2) 
of such section.’’. 

(2) CORPORATIONS.—Section 1201 is amended 
by redesignating subsection (b) as subsection 
(c) and inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(b) QUALIFIED TIMBER GAIN NOT TAKEN 
INTO ACCOUNT.—For purposes of this section, 
in the case of a corporation with respect to 
which an election is in effect under section 
1203, the net capital gain for any taxable 
year shall be reduced (but not below zero) by 
the corporation’s qualified timber gain (as 
defined in section 1203(b)).’’. 

(c) DEDUCTION ALLOWED WHETHER OR NOT 
INDIVIDUAL ITEMIZES OTHER DEDUCTIONS.— 
Subsection (a) of section 62, as amended by 
this Act, is amended by inserting before the 
last sentence the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(22) QUALIFIED TIMBER GAINS.—The deduc-
tion allowed by section 1203.’’. 

(d) DEDUCTION ALLOWED IN COMPUTING AD-
JUSTED CURRENT EARNINGS.—Subparagraph 
(C) of section 56(g)(4) is amended by adding 
at the end the following new clause: 

‘‘(vii) DEDUCTION FOR QUALIFIED TIMBER 
GAIN.—Clause (i) shall not apply to any de-
duction allowed under section 1203.’’. 
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(e) DEDUCTION ALLOWED IN COMPUTING TAX-

ABLE INCOME OF ELECTING SMALL BUSINESS 
TRUSTS.—Subparagraph (C) of section 
641(c)(2) is amended by inserting after clause 
(iii) the following new clause: 

‘‘(iv) The deduction allowed under section 
1203.’’. 

(f) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Subparagraph (B) of section 172(d)(2) is 

amended to read as follows: 
‘‘(B) the exclusion under section 1202 and 

the deduction under section 1203 shall not be 
allowed.’’. 

(2) Paragraph (4) of section 642(c) is amend-
ed by striking the first sentence and insert-
ing the following: ‘‘To the extent that the 
amount otherwise allowable as a deduction 
under this subsection consists of gain de-
scribed in section 1202(a) or qualified timber 
gain (as defined in section 1203(b)), proper ad-
justment shall be made for any exclusion al-
lowable to the estate or trust under section 
1202 and for any deduction allowable to the 
estate or trust under section 1203.’’. 

(3) Paragraph (3) of section 643(a) is amend-
ed by striking the last sentence and insert-
ing the following: ‘‘The exclusion under sec-
tion 1202 and the deduction under section 
1203 shall not be taken into account.’’. 

(4) Subparagraph (C) of section 643(a)(6) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(C) Paragraph (3) shall not apply to a for-
eign trust. In the case of such a trust— 

‘‘(i) there shall be included gains from the 
sale or exchange of capital assets, reduced by 
losses from such sales or exchanges to the 
extent such losses do not exceed gains from 
such sales or exchanges, and 

‘‘(ii) the deduction under section 1203 shall 
not be taken into account.’’. 

(5) Paragraph (4) of section 691(c) is amend-
ed by inserting ‘‘1203,’’ after ‘‘1202,’’. 

(6) Paragraph (2) of section 871(a) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘section 1202’’ and inserting 
‘‘sections 1202 and 1203’’. 

(7) The table of sections for part I of sub-
chapter P of chapter 1 is amended by adding 
at the end the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 1203. Deduction for qualified timber 

gain.’’. 
(g) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to taxable years end-
ing after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

(2) TAXABLE YEARS WHICH INCLUDE DATE OF 
ENACTMENT.—In the case of any taxable year 
which includes the date of the enactment of 
this Act, for purposes of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986, the taxpayer’s qualified 
timber gain shall not exceed the excess that 
would be described in section 1203(b) of such 
Code, as added by this section, if only dis-
positions of timber after such date were 
taken into account. 
SEC. 253. CREDIT TO HOLDERS OF RURAL REN-

AISSANCE BONDS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subpart H of part IV of 

subchapter A of chapter 1 (relating to credits 
against tax) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 54A. CREDIT TO HOLDERS OF RURAL REN-

AISSANCE BONDS. 
‘‘(a) ALLOWANCE OF CREDIT.—In the case of 

a taxpayer who holds a rural renaissance 
bond on a credit allowance date of such bond, 
which occurs during the taxable year, there 
shall be allowed as a credit against the tax 
imposed by this chapter for such taxable 
year an amount equal to the sum of the cred-
its determined under subsection (b) with re-
spect to credit allowance dates during such 
year on which the taxpayer holds such bond. 

‘‘(b) AMOUNT OF CREDIT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The amount of the credit 

determined under this subsection with re-
spect to any credit allowance date for a rural 

renaissance bond is 25 percent of the annual 
credit determined with respect to such bond. 

‘‘(2) ANNUAL CREDIT.—The annual credit de-
termined with respect to any rural renais-
sance bond is the product of— 

‘‘(A) the credit rate determined by the Sec-
retary under paragraph (3) for the day on 
which such bond was sold, multiplied by 

‘‘(B) the outstanding face amount of the 
bond. 

‘‘(3) DETERMINATION.—For purposes of para-
graph (2), with respect to any rural renais-
sance bond, the Secretary shall determine 
daily or caused to be determined daily a 
credit rate which shall apply to the first day 
on which there is a binding, written contract 
for the sale or exchange of the bond. The 
credit rate for any day is the credit rate 
which the Secretary or the Secretary’s des-
ignee estimates will permit the issuance of 
rural renaissance bonds with a specified ma-
turity or redemption date without discount 
and without interest cost to the qualified 
issuer. 

‘‘(4) CREDIT ALLOWANCE DATE.—For pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘credit allow-
ance date’ means— 

‘‘(A) March 15, 
‘‘(B) June 15, 
‘‘(C) September 15, and 
‘‘(D) December 15. 

Such term also includes the last day on 
which the bond is outstanding. 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULE FOR ISSUANCE AND RE-
DEMPTION.—In the case of a bond which is 
issued during the 3-month period ending on a 
credit allowance date, the amount of the 
credit determined under this subsection with 
respect to such credit allowance date shall 
be a ratable portion of the credit otherwise 
determined based on the portion of the 3- 
month period during which the bond is out-
standing. A similar rule shall apply when the 
bond is redeemed or matures. 

‘‘(c) LIMITATION BASED ON AMOUNT OF 
TAX.—The credit allowed under subsection 
(a) for any taxable year shall not exceed the 
excess of— 

‘‘(1) the sum of the regular tax liability (as 
defined in section 26(b)) plus the tax imposed 
by section 55, over 

‘‘(2) the sum of the credits allowable under 
this part (other than subpart C and this sec-
tion). 

‘‘(d) RURAL RENAISSANCE BOND.—For pur-
poses of this section— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘rural renais-
sance bond’ means any bond issued as part of 
an issue if— 

‘‘(A) the bond is issued by a qualified 
issuer, 

‘‘(B) 95 percent or more of the proceeds 
from the sale of such issue are to be used for 
capital expenditures incurred for 1 or more 
qualified projects, 

‘‘(C) the qualified issuer designates such 
bond for purposes of this section and the 
bond is in registered form, and 

‘‘(D) the issue meets the requirements of 
subsections (e) and (h). 

‘‘(2) QUALIFIED PROJECT; SPECIAL USE 
RULES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified 
project’ means 1 or more projects described 
in subparagraph (B) located in a rural area. 

‘‘(B) PROJECTS DESCRIBED.—A project de-
scribed in this subparagraph is— 

‘‘(i) a water or waste treatment project, 
‘‘(ii) an affordable housing project, 
‘‘(iii) a community facility project, includ-

ing hospitals, fire and police stations, and 
nursing and assisted-living facilities, 

‘‘(iv) a value-added agriculture or renew-
able energy facility project for agricultural 
producers or farmer-owned entities, includ-
ing any project to promote the production, 
processing, or retail sale of ethanol (includ-
ing fuel at least 85 percent of the volume of 

which consists of ethanol), biodiesel, animal 
waste, biomass, raw commodities, or wind as 
a fuel, 

‘‘(v) a distance learning or telemedicine 
project, 

‘‘(vi) a rural utility infrastructure project, 
including any electric or telephone system, 

‘‘(vii) a project to expand broadband tech-
nology, 

‘‘(viii) a rural teleworks project, and 
‘‘(ix) any project described in any pre-

ceding clause carried out by the Delta Re-
gional Authority. 

‘‘(C) SPECIAL RULES.—For purposes of this 
paragraph— 

‘‘(i) any project described in subparagraph 
(B)(iv) for a farmer-owned entity may be 
considered a qualified project if such entity 
is located in a rural area, or in the case of a 
farmer-owned entity the headquarters of 
which are located in a nonrural area, if the 
project is located in a rural area, and 

‘‘(ii) any project for a farmer-owned entity 
which is a facility described in subparagraph 
(B)(iv) for agricultural producers may be 
considered a qualified project regardless of 
whether the facility is located in a rural or 
nonrural area. 

‘‘(3) SPECIAL USE RULES.— 
‘‘(A) REFINANCING RULES.—For purposes of 

paragraph (1)(B), a qualified project may be 
refinanced with proceeds of a rural renais-
sance bond only if the indebtedness being re-
financed (including any obligation directly 
or indirectly refinanced by such indebted-
ness) was originally incurred after the date 
of the enactment of this section. 

‘‘(B) REIMBURSEMENT.—For purposes of 
paragraph (1)(B), a rural renaissance bond 
may be issued to reimburse a borrower for 
amounts paid after the date of the enact-
ment of this section with respect to a quali-
fied project, but only if— 

‘‘(i) prior to the payment of the original 
expenditure, the borrower declared its intent 
to reimburse such expenditure with the pro-
ceeds of a rural renaissance bond, 

‘‘(ii) not later than 60 days after payment 
of the original expenditure, the qualified 
issuer adopts an official intent to reimburse 
the original expenditure with such proceeds, 
and 

‘‘(iii) the reimbursement is made not later 
than 18 months after the date the original 
expenditure is paid. 

‘‘(C) TREATMENT OF CHANGES IN USE.—For 
purposes of paragraph (1)(B), the proceeds of 
an issue shall not be treated as used for a 
qualified project to the extent that a bor-
rower takes any action within its control 
which causes such proceeds not to be used 
for a qualified project. The Secretary shall 
prescribe regulations specifying remedial ac-
tions that may be taken (including condi-
tions to taking such remedial actions) to 
prevent an action described in the preceding 
sentence from causing a bond to fail to be a 
rural renaissance bond. 

‘‘(e) MATURITY LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) DURATION OF TERM.—A bond shall not 

be treated as a rural renaissance bond if the 
maturity of such bond exceeds the maximum 
term determined by the Secretary under 
paragraph (2) with respect to such bond. 

‘‘(2) MAXIMUM TERM.—During each calendar 
month, the Secretary shall determine the 
maximum term permitted under this para-
graph for bonds issued during the following 
calendar month. Such maximum term shall 
be the term which the Secretary estimates 
will result in the present value of the obliga-
tion to repay the principal on the bond being 
equal to 50 percent of the face amount of 
such bond. Such present value shall be deter-
mined without regard to the requirements of 
paragraph (3) and using as a discount rate 
the average annual interest rate of tax-ex-
empt obligations having a term of 10 years or 
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more which are issued during the month. If 
the term as so determined is not a multiple 
of a whole year, such term shall be rounded 
to the next highest whole year. 

‘‘(3) RATABLE PRINCIPAL AMORTIZATION RE-
QUIRED.—A bond shall not be treated as a 
rural renaissance bond unless it is part of an 
issue which provides for an equal amount of 
principal to be paid by the qualified issuer 
during each calendar year that the issue is 
outstanding. 

‘‘(f) LIMITATION ON AMOUNT OF BONDS DES-
IGNATED.— 

‘‘(1) NATIONAL LIMITATION.—There is a rural 
renaissance bond limitation of $200,000,000. 

‘‘(2) ALLOCATION BY SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary shall allocate the amount described in 
paragraph (1) among qualified projects in 
such manner as the Secretary determines ap-
propriate. 

‘‘(g) CREDIT INCLUDED IN GROSS INCOME.— 
Gross income includes the amount of the 
credit allowed to the taxpayer under this 
section (determined without regard to sub-
section (c)) and the amount so included shall 
be treated as interest income. 

‘‘(h) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO EXPENDI-
TURES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An issue shall be treated 
as meeting the requirements of this sub-
section if, as of the date of issuance, the 
qualified issuer reasonably expects— 

‘‘(A) at least 95 percent of the proceeds 
from the sale of the issue are to be spent for 
1 or more qualified projects within the 5-year 
period beginning on the date of issuance of 
the rural renaissance bond, 

‘‘(B) a binding commitment with a third 
party to spend at least 10 percent of the pro-
ceeds from the sale of the issue will be in-
curred within the 6-month period beginning 
on the date of issuance of the rural renais-
sance bond or, in the case of a rural renais-
sance bond, the proceeds of which are to be 
loaned to 2 or more borrowers, such binding 
commitment will be incurred within the 6- 
month period beginning on the date of the 
loan of such proceeds to a borrower, and 

‘‘(C) such projects will be completed with 
due diligence and the proceeds from the sale 
of the issue will be spent with due diligence. 

‘‘(2) EXTENSION OF PERIOD.—Upon submis-
sion of a request prior to the expiration of 
the period described in paragraph (1)(A), the 
Secretary may extend such period if the 
qualified issuer establishes that the failure 
to satisfy the 5-year requirement is due to 
reasonable cause and the related projects 
will continue to proceed with due diligence. 

‘‘(3) FAILURE TO SPEND REQUIRED AMOUNT OF 
BOND PROCEEDS WITHIN 5 YEARS.—To the ex-
tent that less than 95 percent of the proceeds 
of such issue are expended by the close of the 
5-year period beginning on the date of 
issuance (or if an extension has been ob-
tained under paragraph (2), by the close of 
the extended period), the qualified issuer 
shall redeem all of the nonqualified bonds 
within 90 days after the end of such period. 
For purposes of this paragraph, the amount 
of the nonqualified bonds required to be re-
deemed shall be determined in the same 
manner as under section 142. 

‘‘(i) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO ARBI-
TRAGE.—A bond which is part of an issue 
shall not be treated as a rural renaissance 
bond unless, with respect to the issue of 
which the bond is a part, the qualified issuer 
satisfies the arbitrage requirements of sec-
tion 148 with respect to proceeds of the issue. 

‘‘(j) QUALIFIED ISSUER.—For purposes of 
this section— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified 
issuer’ means any not-for-profit cooperative 
lender which has as of the date of the enact-
ment of this section received a guarantee 
under section 306 of the Rural Electrification 

Act and which meets the requirement of 
paragraph (2). 

‘‘(2) USER FEE REQUIREMENT.—The require-
ment of this paragraph is met if the issuer of 
any rural renaissance bond makes grants for 
qualified projects as defined under sub-
section (d)(2) on a semi-annual basis every 
year that such bond is outstanding in an an-
nual amount equal to one-half of the rate on 
United States Treasury Bills of the same ma-
turity multiplied by the outstanding prin-
cipal balance of rural renaissance bonds 
issued by such issuer. 

‘‘(k) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO POOL 
BONDS.—No portion of a pooled financing 
bond may be allocable to a loan unless the 
borrower has entered into a written loan 
commitment for such portion prior to the 
issue date of such issue. 

‘‘(l) OTHER DEFINITIONS AND SPECIAL 
RULES.—For purposes of this section— 

‘‘(1) BOND.—The term ‘bond’ includes any 
obligation. 

‘‘(2) POOLED FINANCING BOND.—The term 
‘pooled financing bond’ shall have the mean-
ing given such term by section 149(f)(4)(A). 

‘‘(3) RURAL AREA.—The term ‘rural area’ 
means any area other than— 

‘‘(A) a city or town which has a population 
of greater than 50,000 inhabitants, or 

‘‘(B) the urbanized area contiguous and ad-
jacent to such a city or town. 

‘‘(4) PARTNERSHIP; S CORPORATION; AND 
OTHER PASS-THRU ENTITIES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary, in the case of a 
partnership, trust, S corporation, or other 
pass-thru entity, rules similar to the rules of 
section 41(g) shall apply with respect to the 
credit allowable under subsection (a). 

‘‘(B) NO BASIS ADJUSTMENT.—In the case of 
a bond held by a partnership or an S corpora-
tion, rules similar to the rules under section 
1397E(l) shall apply. 

‘‘(5) BONDS HELD BY REGULATED INVESTMENT 
COMPANIES.—If any rural renaissance bond is 
held by a regulated investment company, the 
credit determined under subsection (a) shall 
be allowed to shareholders of such company 
under procedures prescribed by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(6) REPORTING.—Issuers of rural renais-
sance bonds shall submit reports similar to 
the reports required under section 149(e).’’. 

(b) REPORTING.—Subsection (d) of section 
6049 (relating to returns regarding payments 
of interest) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(9) REPORTING OF CREDIT ON RURAL RENAIS-
SANCE BONDS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of sub-
section (a), the term ‘interest’ includes 
amounts includible in gross income under 
section 54A(f) and such amounts shall be 
treated as paid on the credit allowance date 
(as defined in section 54A(b)(4)). 

‘‘(B) REPORTING TO CORPORATIONS, ETC.— 
Except as otherwise provided in regulations, 
in the case of any interest described in sub-
paragraph (A), subsection (b)(4) shall be ap-
plied without regard to subparagraphs (A), 
(H), (I), (J), (K), and (L)(i) of such subsection. 

‘‘(C) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary may prescribe such regulations as are 
necessary or appropriate to carry out the 
purposes of this paragraph, including regula-
tions which require more frequent or more 
detailed reporting.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) The table of sections for subpart H of 

part IV of subchapter A of chapter 1 is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new item: 

‘‘Sec. 54A. Credit to holders of 
rural renaissance bonds.’’. 

(2) Section 54(c)(2) is amended by inserting 
‘‘, section 54A,’’ after ‘‘subpart C’’. 

(3) Section 1400N(l)(3)(B) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘, section 54A,’’ after ‘‘subpart C’’. 

(d) ISSUANCE OF REGULATIONS.—The Sec-
retary of Treasury shall issue regulations re-
quired under section 54A of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 (as added by this section) 
not later than 120 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to bonds 
issued after the date of the enactment of this 
Act and before January 1, 2010. 
SEC. 254. RESTORATION OF DEDUCTION FOR 

TRAVEL EXPENSES OF SPOUSE, ETC. 
ACCOMPANYING TAXPAYER ON 
BUSINESS TRAVEL. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (m) of section 
274 (relating to additional limitations on 
travel expenses) is amended by adding at the 
end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(4) TERMINATION.—Paragraph (3) shall not 
apply to any expense paid or incurred after 
the date of the enactment of this paragraph 
and before January 1, 2008.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to amounts 
paid or incurred after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 255. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS. 

(a) TECHNICAL CORRECTION RELATING TO 
LOOK-THROUGH TREATMENT OF PAYMENTS BE-
TWEEN RELATED CONTROLLED FOREIGN COR-
PORATIONS UNDER THE FOREIGN PERSONAL 
HOLDING COMPANY RULES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.— 
(A) The first sentence of section 

954(c)(6)(A), as amended by section 103(b) of 
the Tax Increase Prevention and Reconcili-
ation Act of 2005, is amended by striking 
‘‘which is not subpart F income’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘which is neither subpart F income nor 
income treated as effectively connected with 
the conduct of a trade or business in the 
United States’’. 

(B) Section 954(c)(6)(A), as so amended, is 
amended by striking the last sentence and 
inserting the following: ‘‘The Secretary shall 
prescribe such regulations as may be nec-
essary or appropriate to carry out this para-
graph, including such regulations as may be 
necessary or appropriate to prevent the 
abuse of the purposes of this paragraph.’’ 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall take effect as 
if included in section 103(b) of the Tax In-
crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
2005. 

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTION REGARDING AU-
THORITY TO EXERCISE REASONABLE CAUSE AND 
GOOD FAITH EXCEPTION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 903(d)(2)(B)(iii) of 
the American Jobs Creation Act of 2004, as 
amended by section 303(a) of the Gulf Oppor-
tunity Zone Act of 2005, is amended by in-
serting ‘‘or the Secretary’s delegate’’ after 
‘‘the Secretary of the Treasury’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall take effect as 
if included in the provisions of the American 
Jobs Creation Act of 2004 to which it relates. 

TITLE III—SURFACE MINING CONTROL 
AND RECLAMATION ACT AMENDMENTS 
OF 2006 

SEC. 301. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Surface 

Mining Control and Reclamation Act 
Amendments of 2006’’. 

Subtitle A—MINING CONTROL AND 
RECLAMATION 

SEC. 311. ABANDONED MINE RECLAMATION FUND 
AND PURPOSES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 401 of the Surface 
Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 
(30 U.S.C. 1231) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)— 
(A) by striking paragraphs (2) and (6); and 
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(B) by redesignating paragraphs (3), (4), 

and (5) and paragraphs (7) through (13) as 
paragraphs (2) through (11), respectively; 

(2) by striking subsection (d) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(d) AVAILABILITY OF MONEYS; NO FISCAL 
YEAR LIMITATION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Moneys from the fund 
for expenditures under subparagraphs (A) 
through (D) of section 402(g)(3) shall be avail-
able only when appropriated for those sub-
paragraphs. 

‘‘(2) NO FISCAL YEAR LIMITATION.—Appro-
priations described in paragraph (1) shall be 
made without fiscal year limitation. 

‘‘(3) OTHER PURPOSES.—Moneys from the 
fund shall be available for all other purposes 
of this title without prior appropriation as 
provided in subsection (f).’’; 

(3) in subsection (e)— 
(A) in the second sentence, by striking 

‘‘the needs of such fund’’ and inserting 
‘‘achieving the purposes of the transfers 
under section 402(h)’’; and 

(B) in the third sentence, by inserting be-
fore the period the following: ‘‘for the pur-
pose of the transfers under section 402(h)’’; 
and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(f) GENERAL LIMITATION ON OBLIGATION 

AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—From amounts deposited 

into the fund under subsection (b), the Sec-
retary shall distribute during each fiscal 
year beginning after September 30, 2007, an 
amount determined under paragraph (2). 

‘‘(2) AMOUNTS.— 
‘‘(A) FOR FISCAL YEARS 2008 THROUGH 2022.— 

For each of fiscal years 2008 through 2022, the 
amount distributed by the Secretary under 
this subsection shall be equal to— 

‘‘(i) the amounts deposited into the fund 
under paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of sub-
section (b) for the preceding fiscal year that 
were allocated under paragraphs (1) and (5) of 
section 402(g); plus 

‘‘(ii) the amount needed for the adjustment 
under section 402(g)(8) for the current fiscal 
year. 

‘‘(B) FISCAL YEARS 2023 AND THEREAFTER.— 
For fiscal year 2023 and each fiscal year 
thereafter, to the extent that funds are 
available, the Secretary shall distribute an 
amount equal to the amount distributed 
under subparagraph (A) during fiscal year 
2022. 

‘‘(3) DISTRIBUTION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), for each fiscal year, of the 
amount to be distributed to States and In-
dian tribes pursuant to paragraph (2), the 
Secretary shall distribute— 

‘‘(i) the amounts allocated under para-
graph (1) of section 402(g), the amounts allo-
cated under paragraph (5) of section 402(g), 
and any amount reallocated under section 
411(h)(3) in accordance with section 411(h)(2), 
for grants to States and Indian tribes under 
section 402(g)(5); and 

‘‘(ii) the amounts allocated under section 
402(g)(8). 

‘‘(B) EXCLUSION.—Beginning on October 1, 
2007, certified States shall be ineligible to re-
ceive amounts under section 402(g)(1). 

‘‘(4) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts in the fund 
available to the Secretary for obligation 
under this subsection shall be available until 
expended. 

‘‘(5) ADDITION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), the amount distributed under this sub-
section for each fiscal year shall be in addi-
tion to the amount appropriated from the 
fund during the fiscal year. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTIONS.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (3), the amount distributed under this 
subsection for the first 4 fiscal years begin-
ning on and after October 1, 2007, shall be 

equal to the following percentage of the 
amount otherwise required to be distributed: 

‘‘(i) 50 percent in fiscal year 2008. 
‘‘(ii) 50 percent in fiscal year 2009. 
‘‘(iii) 75 percent in fiscal year 2010. 
‘‘(iv) 75 percent in fiscal year 2011.’’. 
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 

712(b) of the Surface Mining Control and Rec-
lamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1302(b)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘section 401(c)(11)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘section 401(c)(9)’’. 
SEC. 312. RECLAMATION FEE. 

(a) AMOUNTS.— 
(1) FISCAL YEARS 2008–2012.—Effective Octo-

ber 1, 2007, section 402(a) of the Surface Min-
ing Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 
U.S.C. 1232(a)) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘35’’ and inserting ‘‘31.5’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘15’’ and inserting ‘‘13.5’’; 

and 
(C) by striking ‘‘10 cents’’ and inserting ‘‘9 

cents’’. 
(2) FISCAL YEARS 2013–2021.—Effective Octo-

ber 1, 2012, section 402(a) of the Surface Min-
ing Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 
U.S.C. 1232(a)) (as amended by paragraph (1)) 
is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘31.5’’ and inserting ‘‘28’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘13.5’’ and inserting ‘‘12’’; 

and 
(C) by striking ‘‘9 cents’’ and inserting ‘‘8 

cents’’. 
(b) DURATION.—Effective September 30, 

2007, section 402(b) of the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 
U.S.C. 1232(b)) (as amended by section 7007 of 
the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations 
Act for Defense, the Global War on Terror, 
and Hurricane Recovery, 2006 (Public Law 
109–234; 120 Stat. 484)) is amended by striking 
‘‘September 30, 2007’’ and all that follows 
through the end of the sentence and insert-
ing ‘‘September 30, 2021.’’. 

(c) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.—Section 402(g) 
of the Surface Mining Control and Reclama-
tion Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1232(g)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in paragraph (1)(D)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘(except for grants award-

ed during fiscal years 2008, 2009, and 2010 to 
the extent not expended within 5 years)’’ 
after ‘‘this paragraph’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘in any area under para-
graph (2), (3), (4), or (5)’’ and inserting ‘‘under 
paragraph (5)’’; 

(2) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting: 
‘‘(2) In making the grants referred to in 

paragraph (1)(C) and the grants referred to in 
paragraph (5), the Secretary shall ensure 
strict compliance by the States and Indian 
tribes with the priorities described in section 
403(a) until a certification is made under sec-
tion 411(a).’’; 

(3) in paragraph (3)— 
(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘paragraphs (2) and’’ and in-
serting ‘‘paragraph’’; 

(B) in subparagraph (A), by striking 
‘‘401(c)(11)’’ and inserting ‘‘401(c)(9)’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(E) For the purpose of paragraph (8).’’; 
(4) in paragraph (5)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘(A)’’ after ‘‘(5)’’; 
(B) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘40’’ 

and inserting ‘‘60’’; 
(C) in the last sentence, by striking 

‘‘Funds allocated or expended by the Sec-
retary under paragraphs (2), (3), or (4)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘Funds made available under para-
graph (3) or (4)’’; and 

(D) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) Any amount that is reallocated and 

available under section 411(h)(3) shall be in 
addition to amounts that are allocated under 
subparagraph (A).’’; and 

(5) by striking paragraphs (6) through (8) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(6)(A) Any State with an approved aban-
doned mine reclamation program pursuant 
to section 405 may receive and retain, with-
out regard to the 3-year limitation referred 
to in paragraph (1)(D), up to 30 percent of the 
total of the grants made annually to the 
State under paragraphs (1) and (5) if those 
amounts are deposited into an acid mine 
drainage abatement and treatment fund es-
tablished under State law, from which 
amounts (together with all interest earned 
on the amounts) are expended by the State 
for the abatement of the causes and the 
treatment of the effects of acid mine drain-
age in a comprehensive manner within quali-
fied hydrologic units affected by coal mining 
practices. 

‘‘(B) In this paragraph, the term ‘qualified 
hydrologic unit’ means a hydrologic unit— 

‘‘(i) in which the water quality has been 
significantly affected by acid mine drainage 
from coal mining practices in a manner that 
adversely impacts biological resources; and 

‘‘(ii) that contains land and water that 
are— 

‘‘(I) eligible pursuant to section 404 and in-
clude any of the priorities described in sec-
tion 403(a); and 

‘‘(II) the subject of expenditures by the 
State from the forfeiture of bonds required 
under section 509 or from other States 
sources to abate and treat acid mine drain-
age. 

‘‘(7) In complying with the priorities de-
scribed in section 403(a), any State or Indian 
tribe may use amounts available in grants 
made annually to the State or tribe under 
paragraphs (1) and (5) for the reclamation of 
eligible land and water described in section 
403(a)(3) before the completion of reclama-
tion projects under paragraphs (1) and (2) of 
section 403(a) only if the expenditure of funds 
for the reclamation is done in conjunction 
with the expenditure before, on, or after the 
date of enactment of the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act Amendments 
of 2006 of funds for reclamation projects 
under paragraphs (1) and (2) of section 403(a). 

‘‘(8)(A) In making funds available under 
this title, the Secretary shall ensure that 
the grant awards total not less than 
$3,000,000 annually to each State and each In-
dian tribe having an approved abandoned 
mine reclamation program pursuant to sec-
tion 405 and eligible land and water pursuant 
to section 404, so long as an allocation of 
funds to the State or tribe is necessary to 
achieve the priorities stated in paragraphs 
(1) and (2) of section 403(a). 

‘‘(B) Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, this paragraph applies to the States 
of Tennessee and Missouri.’’. 

(d) TRANSFERS OF INTEREST EARNED BY 
ABANDONED MINE RECLAMATION FUND.—Sec-
tion 402 of the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1232) is 
amended by striking subsection (h) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(h) TRANSFERS OF INTEREST EARNED BY 
FUND.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) TRANSFERS TO COMBINED BENEFIT 

FUND.—As soon as practicable after the be-
ginning of fiscal year 2007 and each fiscal 
year thereafter, and before making any allo-
cation with respect to the fiscal year under 
subsection (g), the Secretary shall use an 
amount not to exceed the amount of interest 
that the Secretary estimates will be earned 
and paid to the fund during the fiscal year to 
make the transfer described in paragraph 
(2)(A). 

‘‘(B) TRANSFERS TO 1992 AND 1993 PLANS.—As 
soon as practicable after the beginning of fis-
cal year 2008 and each fiscal year thereafter, 
and before making any allocation with re-
spect to the fiscal year under subsection (g), 
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the Secretary shall use an amount not to ex-
ceed the amount of interest that the Sec-
retary estimates will be earned and paid to 
the fund during the fiscal year (reduced by 
the amount used under subparagraph (A)) to 
make the transfers described in paragraphs 
(2)(B) and (2)(C). 

‘‘(2) TRANSFERS DESCRIBED.—The transfers 
referred to in paragraph (1) are the following: 

‘‘(A) UNITED MINE WORKERS OF AMERICA 
COMBINED BENEFIT FUND.—A transfer to the 
United Mine Workers of America Combined 
Benefit Fund equal to the amount that the 
trustees of the Combined Benefit Fund esti-
mate will be expended from the fund for the 
fiscal year in which the transfer is made, re-
duced by— 

‘‘(i) the amount the trustees of the Com-
bined Benefit Fund estimate the Combined 
Benefit Fund will receive during the fiscal 
year in— 

‘‘(I) required premiums; and 
‘‘(II) payments paid by Federal agencies in 

connection with benefits provided by the 
Combined Benefit Fund; and 

‘‘(ii) the amount the trustees of the Com-
bined Benefit Fund estimate will be ex-
pended during the fiscal year to provide 
health benefits to beneficiaries who are un-
assigned beneficiaries solely as a result of 
the application of section 9706(h)(1) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986, but only to the 
extent that such amount does not exceed the 
amounts described in subsection (i)(1)(A) 
that the Secretary estimates will be avail-
able to pay such estimated expenditures. 

‘‘(B) UNITED MINE WORKERS OF AMERICA 1992 
BENEFIT PLAN.—A transfer to the United 
Mine Workers of America 1992 Benefit Plan, 
in an amount equal to the difference be-
tween— 

‘‘(i) the amount that the trustees of the 
1992 UMWA Benefit Plan estimate will be ex-
pended from the 1992 UMWA Benefit Plan 
during the next calendar year to provide the 
benefits required by the 1992 UMWA Benefit 
Plan on the date of enactment of this sub-
paragraph; minus 

‘‘(ii) the amount that the trustees of the 
1992 UMWA Benefit Plan estimate the 1992 
UMWA Benefit Plan will receive during the 
next calendar year in— 

‘‘(I) required monthly per beneficiary pre-
miums, including the amount of any security 
provided to the 1992 UMWA Benefit Plan that 
is available for use in the provision of bene-
fits; and 

‘‘(II) payments paid by Federal agencies in 
connection with benefits provided by the 1992 
UMWA benefit plan. 

‘‘(C) MULTIEMPLOYER HEALTH BENEFIT 
PLAN.—A transfer to the Multiemployer 
Health Benefit Plan established after July 
20, 1992, by the parties that are the settlors 
of the 1992 UMWA Benefit Plan referred to in 
subparagraph (B) (referred to in this sub-
paragraph and subparagraph (D) as ‘the 
Plan’), in an amount equal to the excess (if 
any) of— 

‘‘(i) the amount that the trustees of the 
Plan estimate will be expended from the 
Plan during the next calendar year, to pro-
vide benefits no greater than those provided 
by the Plan as of December 31, 2006; over 

‘‘(ii) the amount that the trustees esti-
mated the Plan will receive during the next 
calendar year in payments paid by Federal 
agencies in connection with benefits pro-
vided by the Plan. 

Such excess shall be calculated by taking 
into account only those beneficiaries actu-
ally enrolled in the Plan as of December 31, 
2006, who are eligible to receive benefits 
under the Plan on the first day of the cal-
endar year for which the transfer is made. 

‘‘(D) INDIVIDUALS CONSIDERED ENROLLED.— 
For purposes of subparagraph (C), any indi-

vidual who was eligible to receive benefits 
from the Plan as of the date of enactment of 
this subsection, even though benefits were 
being provided to the individual pursuant to 
a settlement agreement approved by order of 
a bankruptcy court entered on or before Sep-
tember 30, 2004, will be considered to be actu-
ally enrolled in the Plan and shall receive 
benefits from the Plan beginning on Decem-
ber 31, 2006. 

‘‘(3) ADJUSTMENT.—If, for any fiscal year, 
the amount of a transfer under subparagraph 
(A), (B), or (C) of paragraph (2) is more or 
less than the amount required to be trans-
ferred under that subparagraph, the Sec-
retary shall appropriately adjust the amount 
transferred under that subparagraph for the 
next fiscal year. 

‘‘(4) ADDITIONAL AMOUNTS.— 
‘‘(A) PREVIOUSLY CREDITED INTEREST.—Not-

withstanding any other provision of law, any 
interest credited to the fund that has not 
previously been transferred to the Combined 
Benefit Fund referred to in paragraph (2)(A) 
under this section— 

‘‘(i) shall be held in reserve by the Sec-
retary until such time as necessary to make 
the payments under subparagraphs (A) and 
(B) of subsection (i)(1), as described in clause 
(ii); and 

‘‘(ii) in the event that the amounts de-
scribed in subsection (i)(1) are insufficient to 
make the maximum payments described in 
subparagraphs (A) and (B) of subsection 
(i)(1), shall be used by the Secretary to sup-
plement the payments so that the maximum 
amount permitted under those paragraphs is 
paid. 

‘‘(B) PREVIOUSLY ALLOCATED AMOUNTS.—All 
amounts allocated under subsection (g)(2) be-
fore the date of enactment of this subpara-
graph for the program described in section 
406, but not appropriated before that date, 
shall be available to the Secretary to make 
the transfers described in paragraph (2). 

‘‘(C) ADEQUACY OF PREVIOUSLY CREDITED IN-
TEREST.—The Secretary shall— 

‘‘(i) consult with the trustees of the plans 
described in paragraph (2) at reasonable in-
tervals; and 

‘‘(ii) notify Congress if a determination is 
made that the amounts held in reserve under 
subparagraph (A) are insufficient to meet fu-
ture requirements under subparagraph 
(A)(ii). 

‘‘(D) ADDITIONAL RESERVE AMOUNTS.—In ad-
dition to amounts held in reserve under sub-
paragraph (A), there is authorized to be ap-
propriated such sums as may be necessary 
for transfer to the fund to carry out the pur-
poses of subparagraph (A)(ii). 

‘‘(E) INAPPLICABILITY OF CAP.—The limita-
tion described in subsection (i)(3)(A) shall 
not apply to payments made from the re-
serve fund under this paragraph. 

‘‘(5) LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR NEXT FIS-

CAL YEAR.—The Secretary may make trans-
fers under subparagraphs (B) and (C) of para-
graph (2) for a calendar year only if the Sec-
retary determines, using actuarial projec-
tions provided by the trustees of the Com-
bined Benefit Fund referred to in paragraph 
(2)(A), that amounts will be available under 
paragraph (1), after the transfer, for the next 
fiscal year for making the transfer under 
paragraph (2)(A). 

‘‘(B) RATE OF CONTRIBUTIONS OF OBLIGORS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(I) RATE.—A transfer under paragraph 

(2)(C) shall not be made for a calendar year 
unless the persons that are obligated to con-
tribute to the plan referred to in paragraph 
(2)(C) on the date of the transfer are obli-
gated to make the contributions at rates 
that are no less than those in effect on the 
date which is 30 days before the date of en-
actment of this subsection. 

‘‘(II) APPLICATION.—The contributions de-
scribed in subclause (I) shall be applied first 
to the provision of benefits to those plan 
beneficiaries who are not described in para-
graph (2)(C)(ii). 

‘‘(ii) INITIAL CONTRIBUTIONS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—From the date of enact-

ment of the Surface Mining Control and Rec-
lamation Act Amendments of 2006 through 
December 31, 2010, the persons that, on the 
date of enactment of that Act, are obligated 
to contribute to the plan referred to in para-
graph (2)(C) shall be obligated, collectively, 
to make contributions equal to the amount 
described in paragraph (2)(C), less the 
amount actually transferred due to the oper-
ation of subparagraph (C). 

‘‘(II) FIRST CALENDAR YEAR.—Calendar year 
2006 is the first calendar year for which con-
tributions are required under this clause. 

‘‘(III) AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION FOR 2006.— 
Except as provided in subclause (IV), the 
amount described in paragraph (2)(C) for cal-
endar year 2006 shall be calculated as if para-
graph (2)(C) had been in effect during 2005. 

‘‘(IV) LIMITATION.—The contributions re-
quired under this clause for calendar year 
2006 shall not exceed the amount necessary 
for solvency of the plan described in para-
graph (2)(C), measured as of December 31, 
2006 and taking into account all assets held 
by the plan as of that date. 

‘‘(iii) DIVISION.—The collective annual con-
tribution obligation required under clause 
(ii) shall be divided among the persons sub-
ject to the obligation, and applied uniformly, 
based on the hours worked for which con-
tributions referred to in clause (i) would be 
owed. 

‘‘(C) PHASE-IN OF TRANSFERS.—For each of 
calendar years 2008 through 2010, the trans-
fers required under subparagraphs (B) and (C) 
of paragraph (2) shall equal the following 
amounts: 

‘‘(i) For calendar year 2008, the Secretary 
shall make transfers equal to 25 percent of 
the amounts that would otherwise be re-
quired under subparagraphs (B) and (C) of 
paragraph (2). 

‘‘(ii) For calendar year 2009, the Secretary 
shall make transfers equal to 50 percent of 
the amounts that would otherwise be re-
quired under subparagraphs (B) and (C) of 
paragraph (2). 

‘‘(iii) For calendar year 2010, the Secretary 
shall make transfers equal to 75 percent of 
the amounts that would otherwise be re-
quired under subparagraphs (B) and (C) of 
paragraph (2). 

‘‘(i) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (3), 

out of any funds in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall transfer to the plans de-
scribed in subsection (h)(2) such sums as are 
necessary to pay the following amounts: 

‘‘(A) To the Combined Fund (as defined in 
section 9701(a)(5) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 and referred to in this paragraph 
as the ‘Combined Fund’), the amount that 
the trustees of the Combined Fund estimate 
will be expended from premium accounts 
maintained by the Combined Fund for the 
fiscal year to provide benefits for bene-
ficiaries who are unassigned beneficiaries 
solely as a result of the application of sec-
tion 9706(h)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986, subject to the following limitations: 

‘‘(i) For fiscal year 2008, the amount paid 
under this subparagraph shall equal— 

‘‘(I) the amount described in subparagraph 
(A); minus 

‘‘(II) the amounts required under section 
9706(h)(3)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986. 

‘‘(ii) For fiscal year 2009, the amount paid 
under this subparagraph shall equal— 
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‘‘(I) the amount described in subparagraph 

(A); minus 
‘‘(II) the amounts required under section 

9706(h)(3)(B) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986. 

‘‘(iii) For fiscal year 2010, the amount paid 
under this subparagraph shall equal— 

‘‘(I) the amount described in subparagraph 
(A); minus 

‘‘(II) the amounts required under section 
9706(h)(3)(C) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986. 

‘‘(B) On certification by the trustees of any 
plan described in subsection (h)(2) that the 
amount available for transfer by the Sec-
retary pursuant to this section (determined 
after application of any limitation under 
subsection (h)(5)) is less than the amount re-
quired to be transferred, to the plan the 
amount necessary to meet the requirement 
of subsection (h)(2). 

‘‘(C) To the Combined Fund, $9,000,000 on 
October 1, 2007, $9,000,000 on October 1, 2008, 
and $9,000,000 on October 1, 2009 (which 
amounts shall not be exceeded) to provide a 
refund of any premium (as described in sec-
tion 9704(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986) paid on or before September 7, 2000, to 
the Combined Fund, plus interest on the pre-
mium calculated at the rate of 7.5 percent 
per year, on a proportional basis and to be 
paid not later than 60 days after the date on 
which each payment is received by the Com-
bined Fund, to those signatory operators (to 
the extent that the Combined Fund has not 
previously returned the premium amounts to 
the operators), or any related persons to the 
operators (as defined in section 9701(c) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986), or their 
heirs, successors, or assigns who have been 
denied the refunds as the result of final judg-
ments or settlements if— 

‘‘(i) prior to the date of enactment of this 
paragraph, the signatory operator (or any re-
lated person to the operator)— 

‘‘(I) had all of its beneficiary assignments 
made under section 9706 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 voided by the Commis-
sioner of the Social Security Administra-
tion; and 

‘‘(II) was subject to a final judgment or 
final settlement of litigation adverse to a 
claim by the operator that the assignment of 
beneficiaries under section 9706 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 was unconstitu-
tional as applied to the operator; and 

‘‘(ii) on or before September 7, 2000, the sig-
natory operator (or any related person to the 
operator) had paid to the Combined Fund 
any premium amount that had not been re-
funded. 

‘‘(2) PAYMENTS TO STATES AND INDIAN 
TRIBES.—Subject to paragraph (3), out of any 
funds in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
transfer to the Secretary of the Interior for 
distribution to States and Indian tribes such 
sums as are necessary to pay amounts de-
scribed in paragraphs (1)(A) and (2)(A) of sec-
tion 411(h). 

‘‘(3) LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) CAP.—The total amount transferred 

under this subsection for any fiscal year 
shall not exceed $490,000,000. 

‘‘(B) INSUFFICIENT AMOUNTS.—In a case in 
which the amount required to be transferred 
without regard to this paragraph exceeds the 
maximum annual limitation in subparagraph 
(A), the Secretary shall adjust the transfers 
of funds so that— 

‘‘(i) each transfer for the fiscal year is a 
percentage of the amount described; 

‘‘(ii) the amount is determined without re-
gard to subsection (h)(5)(A); and 

‘‘(iii) the percentage transferred is the 
same for all transfers made under this sub-
section for the fiscal year. 

‘‘(4) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Funds shall 
be transferred under paragraph (1) and (2) be-
ginning in fiscal year 2008 and each fiscal 
year thereafter, and shall remain available 
until expended.’’. 
SEC. 313. OBJECTIVES OF FUND. 

Section 403 of the Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1233) 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘(1) the protection’’ and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(1)(A) the protection;’’; 
(ii) in subparagraph (A) (as designated by 

clause (i)), by striking ‘‘general welfare,’’; 
and 

(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) the restoration of land and water re-

sources and the environment that— 
‘‘(i) have been degraded by the adverse ef-

fects of coal mining practices; and 
‘‘(ii) are adjacent to a site that has been or 

will be remediated under subparagraph (A);’’; 
(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘(2) the protection’’ and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(2)(A) the protection’’; 
(ii) in subparagraph (A) (as designated by 

clause (i), by striking ‘‘health, safety, and 
general welfare’’ and inserting ‘‘health and 
safety’’; and 

(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) the restoration of land and water re-

sources and the environment that— 
‘‘(i) have been degraded by the adverse ef-

fects of coal mining practices; and 
‘‘(ii) are adjacent to a site that has been or 

will be remediated under subparagraph (A); 
and’’; 

(C) in paragraph (3), by striking the semi-
colon at the end and inserting a period; and 

(D) by striking paragraphs (4) and (5); 
(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by striking the subsection heading and 

inserting ‘‘WATER SUPPLY RESTORATION.—’’; 
and 

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘up to 30 
percent of the’’; and 

(3) in the second sentence of subsection (c), 
by inserting ‘‘, subject to the approval of the 
Secretary,’’ after ‘‘amendments’’. 
SEC. 314. RECLAMATION OF RURAL LAND. 

(a) ADMINISTRATION.—Section 406(h) of the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1236(h)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘Soil Conservation Service’’ and in-
serting ‘‘Natural Resources Conservation 
Service’’. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
CARRYING OUT RURAL LAND RECLAMATION.— 
Section 406 of the Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1236) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(i) There are authorized to be appro-
priated to the Secretary of Agriculture, from 
amounts in the Treasury other than amounts 
in the fund, such sums as may be necessary 
to carry out this section.’’. 
SEC. 315. LIENS. 

Section 408(a) of the Surface Mining Con-
trol and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 
1238) is amended in the last sentence by 
striking ‘‘who owned the surface prior to 
May 2, 1977, and’’. 
SEC. 316. CERTIFICATION. 

Section 411 of the Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1240a) 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘(1)’’ before the first sen-

tence; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2)(A) The Secretary may, on the initia-

tive of the Secretary, make the certification 
referred to in paragraph (1) on behalf of any 

State or Indian tribe referred to in para-
graph (1) if on the basis of the inventory re-
ferred to in section 403(c) all reclamation 
projects relating to the priorities described 
in section 403(a) for eligible land and water 
pursuant to section 404 in the State or tribe 
have been completed. 

‘‘(B) The Secretary shall only make the 
certification after notice in the Federal Reg-
ister and opportunity for public comment.’’; 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(h) PAYMENTS TO STATES AND INDIAN 

TRIBES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) PAYMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 

401(f)(3)(B), from funds referred to in section 
402(i)(2), the Secretary shall make payments 
to States or Indian tribes for the amount due 
for the aggregate unappropriated amount al-
located to the State or Indian tribe under 
subparagraph (A) or (B) of section 402(g)(1). 

‘‘(ii) CONVERSION AS EQUIVALENT PAY-
MENTS.—Amounts allocated under subpara-
graphs (A) or (B) of section 402(g)(1) shall be 
reallocated to the allocation established in 
section 402(g)(5) in amounts equivalent to 
payments made to States or Indian tribes 
under this paragraph. 

‘‘(B) AMOUNT DUE.—In this paragraph, the 
term ‘amount due’ means the unappropriated 
amount allocated to a State or Indian tribe 
before October 1, 2007, under subparagraph 
(A) or (B) of section 402(g)(1). 

‘‘(C) SCHEDULE.—Payments under subpara-
graph (A) shall be made in 7 equal annual in-
stallments, beginning with fiscal year 2008. 

‘‘(D) USE OF FUNDS.— 
‘‘(i) CERTIFIED STATES AND INDIAN TRIBES.— 

A State or Indian tribe that makes a certifi-
cation under subsection (a) in which the Sec-
retary concurs shall use any amounts pro-
vided under this paragraph for the purposes 
established by the State legislature or tribal 
council of the Indian tribe, with priority 
given for addressing the impacts of mineral 
development. 

‘‘(ii) UNCERTIFIED STATES AND INDIAN 
TRIBES.—A State or Indian tribe that has not 
made a certification under subsection (a) in 
which the Secretary has concurred shall use 
any amounts provided under this paragraph 
for the purposes described in section 403. 

‘‘(2) SUBSEQUENT STATE AND INDIAN TRIBE 
SHARE FOR CERTIFIED STATES AND INDIAN 
TRIBES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 
401(f)(3)(B), from funds referred to in section 
402(i)(2), the Secretary shall pay to each cer-
tified State or Indian tribe an amount equal 
to the sum of the aggregate unappropriated 
amount allocated on or after October 1, 2007, 
to the certified State or Indian tribe under 
subparagraph (A) or (B) of section 402(g)(1). 

‘‘(B) CERTIFIED STATE OR INDIAN TRIBE DE-
FINED.—In this paragraph the term ‘certified 
State or Indian tribe’ means a State or In-
dian tribe for which a certification is made 
under subsection (a) in which the Secretary 
concurs. 

‘‘(3) MANNER OF PAYMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), payments to States or Indian tribes 
under this subsection shall be made without 
regard to any limitation in section 401(d) and 
concurrently with payments to States under 
that section. 

‘‘(B) INITIAL PAYMENTS.—The first 3 pay-
ments made to any State or Indian tribe 
shall be reduced to 25 percent, 50 percent, 
and 75 percent, respectively, of the amounts 
otherwise required under paragraph (2)(A). 

‘‘(C) INSTALLMENTS.—Amounts withheld 
from the first 3 annual installments as pro-
vided under subparagraph (B) shall be paid in 
2 equal annual installments beginning with 
fiscal year 2018. 
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‘‘(4) REALLOCATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The amount allocated to 

any State or Indian tribe under subpara-
graph (A) or (B) of section 402(g)(1) that is 
paid to the State or Indian tribe as a result 
of a payment under paragraph (1) or (2) shall 
be reallocated and available for grants under 
section 402(g)(5). 

‘‘(B) ALLOCATION.—The grants shall be al-
located based on the amount of coal histori-
cally produced before August 3, 1977, in the 
same manner as under section 402(g)(5).’’. 
SEC. 317. REMINING INCENTIVES. 

Title IV of the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1231 et 
seq.) is amended by adding at the following: 
‘‘SEC. 415. REMINING INCENTIVES. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this Act, the Secretary 
may, after opportunity for public comment, 
promulgate regulations that describe condi-
tions under which amounts in the fund may 
be used to provide incentives to promote re-
mining of eligible land under section 404 in a 
manner that leverages the use of amounts 
from the fund to achieve more reclamation 
with respect to the eligible land than would 
be achieved without the incentives. 

‘‘(b) REQUIREMENTS.—Any regulations pro-
mulgated under subsection (a) shall specify 
that the incentives shall apply only if the 
Secretary determines, with the concurrence 
of the State regulatory authority referred to 
in title V, that, without the incentives, the 
eligible land would not be likely to be 
remined and reclaimed. 

‘‘(c) INCENTIVES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Incentives that may be 

considered for inclusion in the regulations 
promulgated under subsection (a) include, 
but are not limited to— 

‘‘(A) a rebate or waiver of the reclamation 
fees required under section 402(a); and 

‘‘(B) the use of amounts in the fund to pro-
vide financial assurance for remining oper-
ations in lieu of all or a portion of the per-
formance bonds required under section 509. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) USE.—A rebate or waiver under para-

graph (1)(A) shall be used only for operations 
that— 

‘‘(i) remove or reprocess abandoned coal 
mine waste; or 

‘‘(ii) conduct remining activities that meet 
the priorities specified in paragraph (1) or (2) 
of section 403(a). 

‘‘(B) AMOUNT.—The amount of a rebate or 
waiver provided as an incentive under para-
graph (1)(A) to remine or reclaim eligible 
land shall not exceed the estimated cost of 
reclaiming the eligible land under this sec-
tion.’’. 
SEC. 318. EXTENSION OF LIMITATION ON APPLI-

CATION OF PROHIBITION ON 
ISSUANCE OF PERMIT. 

Section 510(e) of the Surface Mining Con-
trol and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 
1260(e)) is amended by striking the last sen-
tence. 
SEC. 319. TRIBAL REGULATION OF SURFACE 

COAL MINING AND RECLAMATION 
OPERATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 710 of the Surface 
Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 
(30 U.S.C. 1300) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(j) TRIBAL REGULATORY AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(1) TRIBAL REGULATORY PROGRAMS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, an Indian tribe may 
apply for, and obtain the approval of, a tribal 
program under section 503 regulating in 
whole or in part surface coal mining and rec-
lamation operations on reservation land 
under the jurisdiction of the Indian tribe 
using the procedures of section 504(e). 

‘‘(B) REFERENCES TO STATE.—For purposes 
of this subsection and the implementation 

and administration of a tribal program under 
title V, any reference to a ‘State’ in this Act 
shall be considered to be a reference to a 
‘tribe’. 

‘‘(2) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The fact that an indi-

vidual is a member of an Indian tribe does 
not in itself constitute a violation of section 
201(f). 

‘‘(B) EMPLOYEES OF TRIBAL REGULATORY AU-
THORITY.—Any employee of a tribal regu-
latory authority shall not be eligible for a 
per capita distribution of any proceeds from 
coal mining operations conducted on Indian 
reservation lands under this Act. 

‘‘(3) SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY.—To receive pri-
mary regulatory authority under section 
504(e), an Indian tribe shall waive sovereign 
immunity for purposes of section 520 and 
paragraph (4). 

‘‘(4) JUDICIAL REVIEW.— 
‘‘(A) CIVIL ACTIONS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—After exhausting all trib-

al remedies with respect to a civil action 
arising under a tribal program approved 
under section 504(e), an interested party may 
file a petition for judicial review of the civil 
action in the United States circuit court for 
the circuit in which the surface coal mining 
operation named in the petition is located. 

‘‘(ii) SCOPE OF REVIEW.— 
‘‘(I) QUESTIONS OF LAW.—The United States 

circuit court shall review de novo any ques-
tions of law under clause (i). 

‘‘(II) FINDINGS OF FACT.—The United States 
circuit court shall review findings of fact 
under clause (i) using a clearly erroneous 
standard. 

‘‘(B) CRIMINAL ACTIONS.—Any criminal ac-
tion brought under section 518 with respect 
to surface coal mining or reclamation oper-
ations on Indian reservation lands shall be 
brought in— 

‘‘(i) the United States District Court for 
the District of Columbia; or 

‘‘(ii) the United States district court in 
which the criminal activity is alleged to 
have occurred. 

‘‘(5) GRANTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), grants for developing, ad-
ministering, and enforcing tribal programs 
approved in accordance with section 504(e) 
shall be provided to an Indian tribe in ac-
cordance with section 705. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding sub-
paragraph (A), the Federal share of the costs 
of developing, administering, and enforcing 
an approved tribal program shall be 100 per-
cent. 

‘‘(6) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date on which a tribal program is 
approved under subsection (e) of section 504, 
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report, de-
veloped in cooperation with the applicable 
Indian tribe, on the tribal program that in-
cludes a recommendation of the Secretary 
on whether primary regulatory authority 
under that subsection should be expanded to 
include additional Indian lands.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
710(i) of the Surface Mining Control and Rec-
lamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1300(i)) is 
amended in the first sentence by striking ‘‘, 
except’’ and all that follows through ‘‘sec-
tion 503’’. 

Subtitle B—Coal Industry Retiree Health 
Benefit Act 

SEC. 321. CERTAIN RELATED PERSONS AND SUC-
CESSORS IN INTEREST RELIEVED OF 
LIABILITY IF PREMIUMS PREPAID. 

(a) COMBINED BENEFIT FUND.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 9704 of the Inter-

nal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to liabil-
ity of assigned operators) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(j) PREPAYMENT OF PREMIUM LIABILITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If— 
‘‘(A) a payment meeting the requirements 

of paragraph (3) is made to the Combined 
Fund by or on behalf of— 

‘‘(i) any assigned operator to which this 
subsection applies, or 

‘‘(ii) any related person to any assigned op-
erator described in clause (i), and 

‘‘(B) the common parent of the controlled 
group of corporations described in paragraph 
(2)(B) is jointly and severally liable for any 
premium under this section which (but for 
this subsection) would be required to be paid 
by the assigned operator or related person, 
then such common parent (and no other per-
son) shall be liable for such premium. 

‘‘(2) ASSIGNED OPERATORS TO WHICH SUB-
SECTION APPLIES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—This subsection shall 
apply to any assigned operator if— 

‘‘(i) the assigned operator (or a related per-
son to the assigned operator)— 

‘‘(I) made contributions to the 1950 UMWA 
Benefit Plan and the 1974 UMWA Benefit 
Plan for employment during the period cov-
ered by the 1988 agreement; and 

‘‘(II) is not a 1988 agreement operator, 
‘‘(ii) the assigned operator (and all related 

persons to the assigned operator) are not ac-
tively engaged in the production of coal as of 
July 1, 2005, and 

‘‘(iii) the assigned operator was, as of July 
20, 1992, a member of a controlled group of 
corporations described in subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(B) CONTROLLED GROUP OF CORPORA-
TIONS.—A controlled group of corporations is 
described in this subparagraph if the com-
mon parent of such group is a corporation 
the shares of which are publicly traded on a 
United States exchange. 

‘‘(C) COORDINATION WITH REPEAL OF ASSIGN-
MENTS.—A person shall not fail to be treated 
as an assigned operator to which this sub-
section applies solely because the person 
ceases to be an assigned operator by reason 
of section 9706(h)(1) if the person otherwise 
meets the requirements of this subsection 
and is liable for the payment of premiums 
under section 9706(h)(3). 

‘‘(D) CONTROLLED GROUP.—For purposes of 
this subsection, the term ‘controlled group 
of corporations’ has the meaning given such 
term by section 52(a). 

‘‘(3) REQUIREMENTS.—A payment meets the 
requirements of this paragraph if— 

‘‘(A) the amount of the payment is not less 
than the present value of the total premium 
liability under this chapter with respect to 
the Combined Fund of the assigned operators 
or related persons described in paragraph (1) 
or their assignees, as determined by the op-
erator’s or related person’s enrolled actuary 
(as defined in section 7701(a)(35)) using actu-
arial methods and assumptions each of which 
is reasonable and which are reasonable in the 
aggregate, as determined by such enrolled 
actuary; 

‘‘(B) such enrolled actuary files with the 
Secretary of Labor a signed actuarial report 
containing— 

‘‘(i) the date of the actuarial valuation ap-
plicable to the report; and 

‘‘(ii) a statement by the enrolled actuary 
signing the report that, to the best of the ac-
tuary’s knowledge, the report is complete 
and accurate and that in the actuary’s opin-
ion the actuarial assumptions used are in the 
aggregate reasonably related to the experi-
ence of the operator and to reasonable expec-
tations; and 

‘‘(C) 90 calendar days have elapsed after 
the report required by subparagraph (B) is 
filed with the Secretary of Labor, and the 
Secretary of Labor has not notified the as-
signed operator in writing that the require-
ments of this paragraph have not been satis-
fied. 
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‘‘(4) USE OF PREPAYMENT.—The Combined 

Fund shall— 
‘‘(A) establish and maintain an account for 

each assigned operator or related person by, 
or on whose behalf, a payment described in 
paragraph (3) was made, 

‘‘(B) credit such account with such pay-
ment (and any earnings thereon), and 

‘‘(C) use all amounts in such account ex-
clusively to pay premiums that would (but 
for this subsection) be required to be paid by 
the assigned operator. 

Upon termination of the obligations for the 
premium liability of any assigned operator 
or related person for which such account is 
maintained, all funds remaining in such ac-
count (and earnings thereon) shall be re-
funded to such person as may be designated 
by the common parent described in para-
graph (1)(B).’’. 

(b) INDIVIDUAL EMPLOYER PLANS.—Section 
9711(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
(relating to joint and several liability) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(c) JOINT AND SEVERAL LIABILITY OF RE-
LATED PERSONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), each related person of a last 
signatory operator to which subsection (a) or 
(b) applies shall be jointly and severally lia-
ble with the last signatory operator for the 
provision of health care coverage described 
in subsection (a) or (b). 

‘‘(2) LIABILITY LIMITED IF SECURITY PRO-
VIDED.—If— 

‘‘(A) security meeting the requirements of 
paragraph (3) is provided by or on behalf of— 

‘‘(i) any last signatory operator which is 
an assigned operator described in section 
9704(j)(2), or 

‘‘(ii) any related person to any last signa-
tory operator described in clause (i), and 

‘‘(B) the common parent of the controlled 
group of corporations described in section 
9704(j)(2)(B) is jointly and severally liable for 
the provision of health care under this sec-
tion which, but for this paragraph, would be 
required to be provided by the last signatory 
operator or related person, 

then, as of the date the security is provided, 
such common parent (and no other person) 
shall be liable for the provision of health 
care under this section which the last signa-
tory operator or related person would other-
wise be required to provide. Security may be 
provided under this paragraph without re-
gard to whether a payment was made under 
section 9704(j). 

‘‘(3) SECURITY.—Security meets the re-
quirements of this paragraph if— 

‘‘(A) the security— 
‘‘(i) is in the form of a bond, letter of cred-

it, or cash escrow, 
‘‘(ii) is provided to the trustees of the 1992 

UMWA Benefit Plan solely for the purpose of 
paying premiums for beneficiaries who would 
be described in section 9712(b)(2)(B) if the re-
quirements of this section were not met by 
the last signatory operator, and 

‘‘(iii) is in an amount equal to 1 year of li-
ability of the last signatory operator under 
this section, determined by using the aver-
age cost of such operator’s liability during 
the prior 3 calendar years; 

‘‘(B) the security is in addition to any 
other security required under any other pro-
vision of this title; and 

‘‘(C) the security remains in place for 5 
years. 

‘‘(4) REFUNDS OF SECURITY.—The remaining 
amount of any security provided under this 
subsection (and earnings thereon) shall be 
refunded to the last signatory operator as of 
the earlier of— 

‘‘(A) the termination of the obligations of 
the last signatory operator under this sec-
tion, or 

‘‘(B) the end of the 5-year period described 
in paragraph (4)(C).’’. 

(c) 1992 UMWA BENEFIT PLAN.—Section 
9712(d)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 (relating to joint and several liability) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new sentence: ‘‘The provisions of section 
9711(c)(2) shall apply to any last signatory 
operator described in such section (without 
regard to whether security is provided under 
such section, a payment is made under sec-
tion 9704(j), or both) and if security meeting 
the requirements of section 9711(c)(3) is pro-
vided, the common parent described in sec-
tion 9711(c)(2)(B) shall be exclusively respon-
sible for any liability for premiums under 
this section which, but for this sentence, 
would be required to be paid by the last sig-
natory operator or any related person.’’. 

(d) SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST.—Section 9701(c) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relat-
ing to terms relating to operators) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(8) SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST.— 
‘‘(A) SAFE HARBOR.—The term ‘successor in 

interest’ shall not include any person who— 
‘‘(i) is an unrelated person to an eligible 

seller described in subparagraph (C); and 
‘‘(ii) purchases for fair market value as-

sets, or all of the stock, of a related person 
to such seller, in a bona fide, arm’s-length 
sale. 

‘‘(B) UNRELATED PERSON.—The term ‘unre-
lated person’ means a purchaser who does 
not bear a relationship to the eligible seller 
described in section 267(b). 

‘‘(C) ELIGIBLE SELLER.—For purposes of 
this paragraph, the term ‘eligible seller’ 
means an assigned operator described in sec-
tion 9704(j)(2) or a related person to such as-
signed operator.’’. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act, except 
that the amendment made by subsection (d) 
shall apply to transactions after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 322. TRANSFERS TO FUNDS; PREMIUM RE-

LIEF. 
(a) COMBINED FUND.— 
(1) FEDERAL TRANSFERS.—Section 9705(b) of 

the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating 
to transfers from Abandoned Mine Reclama-
tion Fund) is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘section 
402(h)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsections (h) and (i) 
of section 402’’; 

(B) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(2) USE OF FUNDS.—Any amount trans-
ferred under paragraph (1) for any fiscal year 
shall be used to pay benefits and administra-
tive costs of beneficiaries of the Combined 
Fund or for such other purposes as are spe-
cifically provided in the Acts described in 
paragraph (1).’’; and 

(C) by striking ‘‘FROM ABANDONED MINE 
RECLAMATION FUND’’. 

(2) MODIFICATIONS OF PREMIUMS TO REFLECT 
FEDERAL TRANSFERS.— 

(A) ELIMINATION OF UNASSIGNED BENE-
FICIARIES PREMIUM.—Section 9704(d) of such 
Code (establishing unassigned beneficiaries 
premium) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(d) UNASSIGNED BENEFICIARIES PREMIUM.— 
‘‘(1) PLAN YEARS ENDING ON OR BEFORE SEP-

TEMBER 30, 2006.—For plan years ending on or 
before September 30, 2006, the unassigned 
beneficiaries premium for any assigned oper-
ator shall be equal to the applicable percent-
age of the product of the per beneficiary pre-
mium for the plan year multiplied by the 
number of eligible beneficiaries who are not 
assigned under section 9706 to any person for 
such plan year. 

‘‘(2) PLAN YEARS BEGINNING ON OR AFTER OC-
TOBER 1, 2006.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For plan years begin-
ning on or after October 1, 2006, subject to 
subparagraph (B), there shall be no unas-
signed beneficiaries premium, and benefit 
costs with respect to eligible beneficiaries 
who are not assigned under section 9706 to 
any person for any such plan year shall be 
paid from amounts transferred under section 
9705(b). 

‘‘(B) INADEQUATE TRANSFERS.—If, for any 
plan year beginning on or after October 1, 
2006, the amounts transferred under section 
9705(b) are less than the amounts required to 
be transferred to the Combined Fund under 
subsection (h)(2)(A) or (i) of section 402 of the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1232)), then the unas-
signed beneficiaries premium for any as-
signed operator shall be equal to the opera-
tor’s applicable percentage of the amount re-
quired to be so transferred which was not so 
transferred.’’. 

(B) PREMIUM ACCOUNTS.— 
(i) CREDITING OF ACCOUNTS.—Section 

9704(e)(1) of such Code (relating to premium 
accounts; adjustments) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘and amounts transferred under section 
9705(b)’’ after ‘‘premiums received’’. 

(ii) SURPLUSES ATTRIBUTABLE TO PUBLIC 
FUNDING.—Section 9704(e)(3)(A) of such Code 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new sentence: ‘‘Amounts credited to 
an account from amounts transferred under 
section 9705(b) shall not be taken into ac-
count in determining whether there is a sur-
plus in the account for purposes of this para-
graph.’’ 

(C) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—Section 
9704(f)(2) of such Code (relating to annual ad-
justments) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) In the case of plan years beginning on 
or after October 1, 2007, the total number of 
assigned eligible beneficiaries shall be re-
duced by the eligible beneficiaries whose as-
signments have been revoked under section 
9706(h).’’. 

(3) ASSIGNMENTS AND REASSIGNMENT.—Sec-
tion 9706 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
(relating to assignment of eligible bene-
ficiaries) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(h) ASSIGNMENTS AS OF OCTOBER 1, 2007.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the premium 

obligation set forth in paragraph (3), the 
Commissioner of Social Security shall— 

‘‘(A) revoke all assignments to persons 
other than 1988 agreement operators for pur-
poses of assessing premiums for plan years 
beginning on and after October 1, 2007; and 

‘‘(B) make no further assignments to per-
sons other than 1988 agreement operators, 
except that no individual who becomes an 
unassigned beneficiary by reason of subpara-
graph (A) may be assigned to a 1988 agree-
ment operator. 

‘‘(2) REASSIGNMENT UPON PURCHASE.—This 
subsection shall not be construed to prohibit 
the reassignment under subsection (b)(2) of 
an eligible beneficiary. 

‘‘(3) LIABILITY OF PERSONS DURING THREE 
FISCAL YEARS BEGINNING ON AND AFTER OCTO-
BER 1, 2007.—In the case of each of the fiscal 
years beginning on October 1, 2007, 2008, and 
2009, each person other than a 1988 agreement 
operator shall pay to the Combined Fund the 
following percentage of the amount of an-
nual premiums that such person would oth-
erwise be required to pay under section 
9704(a), determined on the basis of assign-
ments in effect without regard to the revoca-
tion of assignments under paragraph (1)(A): 

‘‘(A) For the fiscal year beginning on Octo-
ber 1, 2007, 55 percent. 

‘‘(B) For the fiscal year beginning on Octo-
ber 1, 2008, 40 percent. 

‘‘(C) For the fiscal year beginning on Octo-
ber 1, 2009, 15 percent.’’. 
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(4) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by this subsection shall apply to plan 
years of the Combined Fund beginning after 
September 30, 2006. 

(b) 1992 UMWA BENEFIT AND OTHER 
PLANS.— 

(1) TRANSFERS TO PLANS.—Section 9712(a) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating 
to the establishment and coverage of the 1992 
UMWA Benefit Plan) is amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(3) TRANSFERS UNDER OTHER FEDERAL 
STATUTES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The 1992 UMWA Benefit 
Plan shall include any amount transferred to 
the plan under subsections (h) and (i) of sec-
tion 402 of the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1232). 

‘‘(B) USE OF FUNDS.—Any amount trans-
ferred under subparagraph (A) for any fiscal 
year shall be used to provide the health ben-
efits described in subsection (c) with respect 
to any beneficiary for whom no monthly per 
beneficiary premium is paid pursuant to 
paragraph (1)(A) or (3) of subsection (d). 

‘‘(4) SPECIAL RULE FOR 1993 PLAN.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The plan described in 

section 402(h)(2)(C) of the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 
U.S.C. 1232(h)(2)(C)) shall include any 
amount transferred to the plan under sub-
sections (h) and (i) of the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 
U.S.C. 1232). 

‘‘(B) USE OF FUNDS.—Any amount trans-
ferred under subparagraph (A) for any fiscal 
year shall be used to provide the health ben-
efits described in section 402(h)(2)(C)(i) of the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1232(h)(2)(C)(i)) to indi-
viduals described in section 402(h)(2)(C) of 
such Act (30 U.S.C. 1232(h)(2)(C)).’’. 

(2) PREMIUM ADJUSTMENTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 9712(d)(1) of such 

Code (relating to guarantee of benefits) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—All 1988 last signatory 
operators shall be responsible for financing 
the benefits described in subsection (c) by 
meeting the following requirements in ac-
cordance with the contribution requirements 
established in the 1992 UMWA Benefit Plan: 

‘‘(A) The payment of a monthly per bene-
ficiary premium by each 1988 last signatory 
operator for each eligible beneficiary of such 
operator who is described in subsection (b)(2) 
and who is receiving benefits under the 1992 
UMWA benefit plan. 

‘‘(B) The provision of a security (in the 
form of a bond, letter of credit, or cash es-
crow) in an amount equal to a portion of the 
projected future cost to the 1992 UMWA Ben-
efit Plan of providing health benefits for eli-
gible and potentially eligible beneficiaries 
attributable to the 1988 last signatory oper-
ator. 

‘‘(C) If the amounts transferred under sub-
section (a)(3) are less than the amounts re-
quired to be transferred to the 1992 UMWA 
Benefit Plan under subsections (h) and (i) of 
section 402 of the Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1232), 
the payment of an additional backstop pre-
mium by each 1988 last signatory operator 
which is equal to such operator’s share of the 
amounts required to be so transferred but 
which were not so transferred, determined on 
the basis of the number of eligible and poten-
tially eligible beneficiaries attributable to 
the operator.’’. 

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 
9712(d) of such Code is amended— 

(i) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking 
‘‘prefunding’’ and inserting ‘‘backstop’’, and 

(ii) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘para-
graph (1)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph (1) 
(A)’’. 

(C) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this paragraph shall apply to fiscal 
years beginning on or after October 1, 2010. 
SEC. 323. OTHER PROVISIONS. 

(a) BOARD OF TRUSTEES.—Section 9702(b) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating 
to board of trustees of the Combined Fund) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(b) BOARD OF TRUSTEES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of sub-

section (a), the board of trustees for the 
Combined Fund shall be appointed as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(A) 2 individuals who represent employers 
in the coal mining industry shall be des-
ignated by the BCOA; 

‘‘(B) 2 individuals designated by the United 
Mine Workers of America; and 

‘‘(C) 3 individuals selected by the individ-
uals appointed under subparagraphs (A) and 
(B). 

‘‘(2) SUCCESSOR TRUSTEES.—Any successor 
trustee shall be appointed in the same man-
ner as the trustee being succeeded. The plan 
establishing the Combined Fund shall pro-
vide for the removal of trustees. 

‘‘(3) SPECIAL RULE.—If the BCOA ceases to 
exist, any trustee or successor under para-
graph (1)(A) shall be designated by the 3 em-
ployers who were members of the BCOA on 
the enactment date and who have been as-
signed the greatest number of eligible bene-
ficiaries under section 9706.’’. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT OF OBLIGATIONS.— 
(1) FAILURE TO PAY PREMIUMS.—Section 

9707(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(a) FAILURES TO PAY.— 
‘‘(1) PREMIUMS FOR ELIGIBLE BENE-

FICIARIES.—There is hereby imposed a pen-
alty on the failure of any assigned operator 
to pay any premium required to be paid 
under section 9704 with respect to any eligi-
ble beneficiary. 

‘‘(2) CONTRIBUTIONS REQUIRED UNDER THE 
MINING LAWS.—There is hereby imposed a 
penalty on the failure of any person to make 
a contribution required under section 
402(h)(5)(B)(ii) of the Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act of 1977 to a plan re-
ferred to in section 402(h)(2)(C) of such Act. 
For purposes of applying this section, each 
such required monthly contribution for the 
hours worked of any individual shall be 
treated as if it were a premium required to 
be paid under section 9704 with respect to an 
eligible beneficiary.’’. 

(2) CIVIL ENFORCEMENT.—Section 9721 of 
such Code is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 9721. CIVIL ENFORCEMENT. 

‘‘The provisions of section 4301 of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 shall apply, in the same manner as any 
claim arising out of an obligation to pay 
withdrawal liability under subtitle E of title 
IV of such Act, to any claim— 

‘‘(1) arising out of an obligation to pay any 
amount required to be paid by this chapter; 
or 

‘‘(2) arising out of an obligation to pay any 
amount required by section 402(h)(5)(B)(ii) of 
the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1232(h)(5)(B)(ii)).’’. 

TITLE IV—INCREASE IN MINIMUM WAGE 
SEC. 401. MINIMUM WAGE. 

Section 6(a)(1) of the Fair Labor Standards 
Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 206(a)(1)) is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(1) except as otherwise provided in this 
section, not less than— 

‘‘(A) $5.15 an hour beginning September 1, 
1997; 

‘‘(B) $5.85 an hour, beginning on January 1, 
2007; 

‘‘(C) $6.55 an hour, beginning June 1, 2008; 
and 

‘‘(D) $7.25 an hour, beginning June 1, 2009;’’. 

SEC. 402. TIPPED WAGE FAIRNESS. 
Section 3(m) of the Fair Labor Standards 

Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 203(m)) is amended— 
(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2) 

as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively; 
(2) by striking ‘‘ ‘Wage’ paid to any em-

ployee’’ and inserting ‘‘(1) ‘Wage’ paid to any 
employee’’; 

(3) in subparagraph (B) (as so redesig-
nated), by inserting before the period the fol-
lowing: ‘‘: Provided, That the tips shall not 
be included as part of the wage paid to an 
employee to the extent that they are ex-
cluded therefrom under the terms of a bona 
fide collective bargaining agreement applica-
ble to the particular employee’’; and 

(4) by adding at the end of the following: 
‘‘(2) Notwithstanding any other provision 

of this Act, any State or political subdivi-
sion of a State which on or after the date of 
enactment of the Estate Tax and Extension 
of Tax Relief Act of 2006 excludes all of a 
tipped employee’s tips from being considered 
as wages in determining if such tipped em-
ployee has been paid the applicable min-
imum wage rate, may not establish or en-
force the minimum wage rate provisions of 
such law, ordinance, regulation, or order in 
such State or political subdivision thereof 
with respect to tipped employees unless such 
law, ordinance, regulation, or order is re-
vised or amended to permit such employee to 
be paid a wage by the employee’s employer 
in an amount not less than an amount equal 
to— 

‘‘(A) the cash wage paid such employee 
which is required under such law, ordinance, 
regulation, or order on the date of enact-
ment of the Estate Tax and Extension of Tax 
Relief Act of 2006; and 

‘‘(B) an additional amount on account of 
tips received by such employee which 
amount is equal to the difference between 
the cash wage described in subparagraph (A) 
and the minimum wage rate in effect under 
such law, ordinance, regulation, or order, or 
the minimum wage rate in effect under sec-
tion 6(a), whichever is higher.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 966, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. THOMAS) 
and the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
RANGEL) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to yield 15 minutes 
my time to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GEORGE MILLER) for him to 
control. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH) for the pur-
pose of a unanimous consent request. 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
opposition to the bill. 

I will quote from the Good Book, not the In-
ternal Revenue Code, but the Bible, Mr. 
Speaker. Isaiah 10th Chapter, First and Sec-
ond verse: ‘‘Woe to those who make unjust 
laws, to those who issue oppressive decrees, 
to deprive the poor of their rights and withhold 
justice from the oppressed of my people. 
. . .’’ 
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Tonight we debate an unjust law which 

steals from the poor to give to the rich. It is 
unjust to attach a minimum wage increase to 
tax cuts for the rich. It would cost about $26 
billion a year to give a $2.10 increase in the 
minimum wage to the least wealthy workers. 
The estate tax cut could give about $80 billion 
per year for 10 years to 3 families out of every 
1,000. 

Some call it a death tax, cut this poison pill 
will be the death of the minimum wage in-
crease for millions of working Americans. 

It is unjust that here, in the richest country 
on earth, there is no guarantee that a full-time 
job will lift a family out of a situation of dire 
poverty. That’s because full-time year-round 
minimum wage earnings at $5.15 an hour 
leave a family of three $5,000 below the pov-
erty line. 

Since 1997, the last minimum wage in-
crease, the cost of living has increased for all 
Americans. The cost of putting food on the 
table, of keeping a roof over your head, the 
cost of gas—all going up, up, up. The only 
thing that hasn’t increased is the minimum 
wage. Congress’s response: Give a tax cut to 
the wealthiest Americans. This is a perfect ex-
ample of single-minded economic policy—sur-
pluses: tax cuts to the wealthy; deficits: tax 
cuts to the wealthy; war: tax cuts to the 
wealthy; high gas prices: tax cuts to the 
wealthy. A much needed increase in the min-
imum wage to the humblest of workers: tax 
cuts to the wealthy. 

‘‘Woe to those who make unjust laws’’ said 
Isaiah. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield 21⁄2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER). 

b 2345 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding, and I rise in opposition to 
this bill and to lament the fact that we 
did not do what 250 Members of this 
House want to do. 

Mr. Speaker, 250 Members of this 
House have indicated they want to see 
a raise in the minimum wage, that 
they want to see it now, and they want 
to see it in a simple straightforward 
bill to say to those working at the low-
est rungs in America, doing what we 
expect them to do, working day to day, 
week to week, month to month, year to 
year to support themselves, their fam-
ily, and contribute to the welfare of 
our country. We expect them to work; 
we ought to pay them. We ought to pay 
them a wage that does not leave them 
in poverty. 

We could do that, because 250 of us 
would vote for such a bill. But, unfor-
tunately, once again, we are playing a 
game. This bill was referred to as an 
Estate Tax Bill, not a minimum-wage 
bill. Minimum wage is included in the 
Estate Tax Bill. But that is the reason 
you put this bill on the floor, to pass a 
bill you have already passed but can’t 
pass the Senate, or at least has not 
passed the Senate. 

Therefore, attaching the minimum 
wage, which 48 of your Republican col-
leagues say they want to be for, is to 
design a process for failure. Not a fail-
ure for us, none of us work for the min-
imum wage; but a failure for 6.6 million 

people and, indeed, some 12 million 
more people who rely on help from 
those earning the minimum wage to 
support themselves and their families. 

How sad. How sad that a 250-Member 
majority of the House of Representa-
tives cannot summon the will or the 
courage or the good sense to offer sim-
ply a bill which does what we want it 
to do, to raise from $5.15 the minimum 
wage over three increments to $7.25. 

If a minimum-wage worker was earn-
ing now what he or she earned in 1968, 
they would be earning $9.05 an hour. 
This bill simply has an increase to 
$7.25, the bill that we proposed. Now, 
we will have that available in a motion 
to recommit, along with the extenders 
that everybody is for, which could have 
passed on a separate suspension bill, I 
suspect. But the fact of the matter is 
that this bill is designed to fail because 
the majority leadership opposes raising 
the minimum wage. How sad. How 
shameful. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Does anyone here think it is rather 
odd if we designed a bill to fail we 
would place in it what apparently the 
Members on the other side say is one of 
our really primary focuses, and that is 
to allow people who have worked all 
their lives to hang on to a little bit of 
what they get after death for their 
family? Why would you couple those 
two together if you wanted it to fail? 

The so-called extenders are 7 months 
overdue. They need to be extended. 
Why would you put a minimum wage in 
this structure, and extenders, if you 
built a bill to fail? 

I think it is going to be very tortured 
discussion on the floor, because our 
colleagues on the other side just can’t 
quite get their arms around the fact 
that the Republicans are for a signifi-
cant change in the estate tax, they are 
for extending the extenders, and we are 
for a minimum wage. 

All you have to do is vote ‘‘yes.’’ 
Now, that probably is your biggest dif-
ficulty, voting ‘‘yes’’ on a bill that is in 
front of you. If you vote ‘‘yes,’’ as the 
gentleman from Maryland said, min-
imum wage goes from $5.15 to $7.25. If 
you vote ‘‘yes,’’ you join us in encour-
aging the Senate. And if you want to 
find the graveyard for the minimum 
wage, I suggest you go over and visit 
the other body. 

What we have done is tried to pack-
age this to succeed in getting the min-
imum wage through the other body. 
And if we can work together, all you 
have to do is start by voting ‘‘yes,’’ and 
then it could be contagious, we could 
go over and get the Senate to vote 
‘‘yes,’’ and we could have a minimum- 
wage increase to $7.25 in 3 years. We 
could also extend the extenders, and we 
could also have a very reasonable ap-
propriate structure for allowing people 
to hang on to a little bit more of what 
they work for and accumulate over 
their lifetime. 

I know the cost of making that hap-
pen is high. It means you’d actually 
have to vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. ANDREWS). 

(Mr. ANDREWS asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ANDREWS. No bill more clearly 
captures the distorted values of the 
majority of the House than the bill be-
fore us right now. People who earn the 
minimum wage and work full time 
mostly live below the poverty level, 
and they have been waiting for a very 
long time for a raise in their pay. 

This bill says to those who wash 
dishes and launder laundry and clean 
houses, you got to wait just a little bit 
longer for that raise. You have to wait 
until the wealthiest people in the coun-
try are able to see their heirs pay little 
or no tax on the wealth that is passed 
to the next generation. 

Now, the idea of reducing or elimi-
nating the estate tax may or may not 
have merit, and that idea deserves a 
free and separate debate on this floor, 
but so does the idea of raising the min-
imum wage for those at the bottom of 
the ladder in this country. This shows 
us who comes first. This bill says those 
that launder laundry and clean rooms 
and work in car washes will wait their 
turn until the wealthiest people in the 
country can pass off wealth to their 
heirs. They come first. 

This is a shameful distortion of the 
country’s values. We should vote now 
and we should vote ‘‘yes’’ for an in-
crease in the minimum wage, free and 
clear of this distortion of values for the 
estate tax. Vote against this bill. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself briefly. 

Gee, I know you work for the min-
imum wage, and I know you want a 
higher minimum wage, but the way the 
offer was packaged was such that I had 
to vote ‘‘no.’’ So don’t blame me that 
you didn’t get an increase in the min-
imum wage, because I voted ‘‘no.’’ 

As I said, this is going to be very dif-
ficult. All you have to do is vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure now to 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. SWEENEY). 

Mr. SWEENEY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding time. 

Mr. Speaker, I came here tonight to 
vote for much-needed pension reform 
and to provide Americans with a better 
living wage. And I would have preferred 
a simpler, more straightforward min-
imum-wage vote as well. In fact, I 
voted that way in the Appropriations 
Committee. I voted for Mr. HOYER’s 
provision that extended the minimum 
wage for 30 months, or extended a raise 
for 30 months to $7.15. 

I come here tonight to say that I am 
going to vote for this bill, and I had ac-
tually hoped to vote for the Demo-
cratic motion to recommit, if it had 
been a simple, straightforward propo-
sition to vote. And I note that the 
Democrats have had a number of op-
portunities to bring a straightforward 
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minimum-wage vote to the floor, as 
they have done in a variety of other in-
stances on a variety of other issues, 
but never have done it. 

So it leads me to this one thought, 
that if we are actually serious about 
the minimum wage and passing a min-
imum-wage increase, and I say this as 
a former State labor commissioner and 
I say this as someone who worked nu-
merous minimum-wage jobs over the 
course of my life, I say this as someone 
who comes from a blue collar back-
ground, not a privileged background, 
and I would note that some of the lead-
ership on the other side comes from 
much better standing than I, you would 
have brought that bill and worked in 
good faith to negotiate. But that didn’t 
happen. That didn’t happen because 
politics won the day here. Rather than 
passing a minimum-wage increase, it 
was decided that we wanted to preserve 
an issue. That is wrong. It doesn’t 
serve the American people. 

In terms of including the estate tax, 
what I had said all along is I would like 
to see a minimum-wage increase, but 
we need offsets to small businesses and 
farmers who make up 90 percent of the 
employment in my district. So when 
you say that an estate tax, an exten-
sion of the estate tax isn’t viable, 
doesn’t belong in this bill, tell that to 
the farmers in my district like Tom 
Borden who runs the orchard and dairy 
farm in eastern New York; or Paul 
Schmidt, a dairy farmer in Posenkill, 
both of whom have been begging to see 
this estate tax eliminated for years so 
they can sleep at night knowing that 
despite all the hard work and all the 
government regulation and all the bur-
dens that they have faced, they can 
pass on to their family that valuable 
contribution to society that they have. 

So be careful. Be careful when you 
demagogue this issue. Be careful when 
you politicize this issue. This is about 
representing people. We need to pass a 
minimum wage. I am in favor of this 
bill, and I am going to oppose the mo-
tion to recommit, and I suggest my 
colleagues do the same. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
I yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. WATERS). 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of raising the minimum wage 
for the nearly 7 million minimum-wage 
American workers. However, I oppose 
this bill because it contains provisions 
unrelated to actually increasing the 
minimum wage. Those provisions 
should be voted on separately. 

As a matter of fact, I am really 
ashamed to be a Member of Congress at 
this point. The Republicans are playing 
tricks again. They have coupled an-
other tax break for the richest in 
America with this minimum-wage in-
crease. 

Since 2001, this Republican Congress 
has cut taxes by $1.8 trillion, and most 
of these tax cuts have gone to the 
wealthiest 1 percent of Americans. Yet 
when it comes to helping low- and mid-
dle-income Americans, the Republican 

Party is nowhere to be seen. Even this 
vote came reluctantly and is tied to 
giveaways that will gut any increase in 
the minimum wage. 

Each day Americans are confronted 
with rising prices of everyday items 
they need: gasoline, home energy, and 
health care. These rising costs are 
stretching family budgets thin, pre-
venting them from saving for a family 
emergency, education, a new home, or 
retirement. 

In California over the past 5 years, 
the cost of staple goods has risen at a 
steady rate. For example, the cost of 
milk has risen 23 percent; housing has 
increased 45 percent; and child care has 
increased 14 percent. However, the 
wages for thousands of workers have 
remained stagnant. 

The increase in the minimum wage is 
about one thing, Mr. Speaker, justice 
for American workers. Without an in-
crease in the minimum wage, the 
American worker cannot enjoy life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
Quality of life is indeed important. 
Freedom to pursue one’s dreams, 
whether it is in education or a new 
home, is freedom. Happiness is about 
fulfilling dreams. Workers earning the 
current stagnant minimum wage are 
simply not as happy as they should be 
in America. 

I oppose this legislation as drafted. I 
am ashamed to be here with these peo-
ple who are denying the poorest of our 
society a decent living. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself briefly. 

All we have to do to provide an in-
crease in the minimum wage is to vote 
‘‘yes.’’ 

And I wonder how that person work-
ing for a minimum wage feels when you 
say, I couldn’t vote ‘‘yes’’ for the in-
crease in the minimum wage because I 
was offended the way it was presented 
to us. And you need to know that the 
way I feel about the process in the 
House of Representatives is more im-
portant than providing you with an in-
crease in the minimum wage. 

Mr. Speaker, it is now my pleasure to 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, a valued member of the 
Ways and Means Committee, Mr. 
ENGLISH. 

b 0000 
Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, let me say what is sad and 
shameful here tonight is the argument 
being made by so-called progressives to 
justify their vote against raising the 
minimum wage. This legislation, 
granted, includes an extension of the 
work opportunity tax credit so that we 
can encourage more people to move off 
welfare onto the rolls. It includes ex-
tensions of the deduction for higher 
education expenses and the deduction 
for teachers for their day-to-day ex-
penses in the classroom. It includes ex-
pensing of mine safety equipment. It 
also improves access to lifesaving vac-
cines. 

Mr. Speaker, it also includes an in-
crease in the minimum wage, some-

thing they led us to believe that they 
wanted to see, something that I have 
been fighting for for years, and they 
have done nothing to carry any heavy 
lifting on. 

Mr. Speaker, the one vote on raising 
the minimum wage in the House this 
year is this vote and we are going to 
take names, and workers are going to 
be watching. 

Mr. Speaker, this current minimum 
wage is an embarrassment. A 40-hour- 
a-week worker at minimum wage 
makes just over $10,000. Working fami-
lies are struggling to make ends meet, 
to address higher gas prices, to address 
rising home heating bills. And in the 
face of all of that, the so-called pro-
gressives are finding every imaginable 
excuse to vote against raising the min-
imum wage. They have always liked 
the politics of the minimum wage and 
generally cared little for the policy of 
the minimum wage. We have always 
clustered increases of the minimum 
wage with other issues. There is noth-
ing novel about this. 

This is one up-or-down vote. The 
American people are going to be hold-
ing them accountable. And if they vote 
‘‘no,’’ they are voting against raising 
the minimum wage. That includes the 
gentleman from Ohio who is running 
for the Senate and we are going to 
watch that one with a great deal of in-
terest. There is only one vote this year 
for raising the minimum wage. It is 
this one. We are going to hold you ac-
countable for how you vote on it, 
whether you hiss or not. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN). 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Thank you, Mr. 
MILLER, for your terrific leadership 
fighting for workers. And to my hypo-
critical friends on the other side of the 
aisle, I actually plan to vote for the 
minimum wage. 

I stand in honor of the millions of 
American workers trying to get by on 
a woefully inadequate minimum wage. 
On behalf of 500,000 Ohio workers and 
the Nation’s 6 million workers, I will 
vote in favor of a minimum-wage in-
crease tonight despite the dishonorable 
chicanery of the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania and his friends once again 
foisted on this Chamber by a Repub-
lican majority run amok. 

For 10 years, Democrats have tried to 
increase the minimum wage. 

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. I yield to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Did 
the gentleman vote for raising the min-
imum wage the last time this came up 
in 1996? 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Of course I did. 
Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. And 

how did you distinguish this bill, which 
included tax provisions for a variety of 
small businesses, from this bill? 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. I voted for it 
then. I plan to vote for it now. 

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. So 
you voted for the chicanery then, and 
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you are going to vote for it now. Con-
gratulations. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. I reclaim my 
time. 

For 10 years, Democrats have tried to 
increase the minimum wage and Re-
publicans have blocked it. Yet during 
the 10 years with no minimum wage in-
crease, Congress, under Republican 
leadership, has increased its own pay 
six times. The CEO of ExxonMobil is 
paid more than $17,000 an hour while a 
minimum-wage worker who fills her 
tank with ExxonMobil gas earns less 
than $11,000 a year. Yet this bill puts 
first millions of dollars in tax cuts for 
the ExxonMobil CEO. 

Tonight it is clear why we need a 
change. That change is only 3 months 
away. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the gentleman from Ohio for his 
vote. 

I want to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
LOBIONDO). 

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
tonight in support of this minimum- 
wage package which I think is long 
overdue. I would like to take the op-
portunity to thank Speaker HASTERT 
and Majority Leader JOHN BOEHNER. A 
week ago, not many people would have 
believed that we could have a vote on 
minimum wage this quickly. You have 
only to track the articles about it: did 
not look possible, maybe sometime 
into the future. And I want to thank 
Congressman STEVE LATOURETTE and 
the 48 or 50 other Republicans that 
stood along together with me in pre-
senting our case to the Speaker and 
majority leader for why we should do 
this. We had a very spirited debate in 
our conference, and we probably will 
have a record number of Republicans 
that will be voting for a minimum- 
wage package tonight. 

Some Republicans are not happy 
about this. If I had my choice, this 
package would have looked a lot dif-
ferent. But we don’t live in the world of 
the perfect, and we should not sacrifice 
the good for the perfect. The reality is, 
this is the minimum-wage vote. This 
vote actually has a chance of being 
signed into law. The reality is that 
probably a straight minimum-wage 
vote, that I would have preferred, 
might have been a good political exer-
cise, but it stood no chance of passage 
in the Senate or a signature by the 
President. So if we really want to give 
relief to working men and women who 
so deserve this change, this 41 percent 
change, this is the opportunity. 

The minority has said that the ex-
tenders are fine. So we have one part of 
the package that you will find a prob-
lem with. I submit that because Repub-
licans are doing this, you would have 
found one part of this package to have 
a problem with no matter what was in 
it. 

I would urge all of the Republican 
Labor Caucus members and, in fact, all 
of the Republican Conference, and the 
Democrats, to vote against the motion 

to recommit that will doom the min-
imum wage. Passage and vote for the 
bill sends a clear signal that we can 
find a combination, that we can find a 
way to come together. The definition 
of ‘‘perfect’’ is probably different for 
all 435 of us. But that is not what is at 
stake tonight. That is not what we are 
all about, finding the perfect. We are 
about finding something good. This is a 
good bill. We should vote for it. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield 21⁄2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Washington (Mr. INS-
LEE). 

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. INSLEE. The only people in the 
State of Washington whose wages will 
be affected by this bill, should it pass, 
will have their minimum wage de-
creased. Every single worker who re-
ceives tips in the State of Washington 
will have their minimum wage de-
creased $1.78 an hour as a result of this 
ridiculous bill. Seven States are in the 
same position: Alaska, California, Min-
nesota, Montana, Nevada, Oregon and 
Washington. In seven States in this 
country, the only people who will be af-
fected by this bill are those who will 
get their minimum wage slashed. 

Where is the Republican desire to 
slash the minimum wage and call it an 
increase in the minimum wage? That is 
what you have written into this bill. 

Now, we realize this bill isn’t going 
to pass, and you think you are going to 
get relief from the voters because you 
voted for this when it isn’t going to 
pass. Well, if it did pass, you would be 
cutting the minimum wage in the 
State of Washington by $1.78 an hour. 
The people who feed you, when you 
take your $30,000 pay increases we all 
have had over the last several years, 
you take your $30,000 pay increases, 
and you tell the people that serve your 
tostadas and your spaghetti that you 
can cut their minimum wage by $1.78 
an hour. If you doubt me, ask Molly on 
your staff. She will tell you I am right. 
I don’t know who the brilliant guy was 
who thought that that is good policy in 
this country. We Democrats think it is 
a very bad idea. 

The situation is, you’re not going to 
deliver a minimum wage of any dimen-
sion because of the way you packaged 
this, because you don’t want to see a 
minimum-wage increase. That is why 
you packaged this with a poison pill. 
And this is not going to work for you, 
because mailmen who don’t deliver the 
mail get punished. And you will be 
punished for this this November. 

I will just say one thing: when you 
cut the minimum wage for restaurant 
tip workers in this country, I will say 
this, it is bad enough when you don’t 
do a minimum-wage bill; it is worse 
when you do. The point I want to make 
is this bill is not going to pass because 
they put a poison pill in it. But I want 
to make sure people understand in the 
States of Washington, Montana, Ne-
vada, California, those States, that if it 

did pass, they would be cutting res-
taurant workers. 

Do you want to challenge that, Mr. 
HAYWORTH? I will yield to you. If you 
think that is wrong, you can walk up 
to your staff member and she will tell 
you that you are cutting restaurant 
workers $1.78 in the State of Wash-
ington. If you disagree with that, I will 
show you page 181 of your bill. 

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. INSLEE. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Arizona. 

Mr. HAYWORTH. Is the gentleman 
familiar with four letters, E-I-T-C, 
earned income tax credit? 

Mr. INSLEE. I am. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

time of the gentleman has expired. 
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. I 
was kind of stunned when my colleague 
from Ohio indicated that he was going 
to support this bill. I believe him when 
he wants to support it for the min-
imum wage. And then it struck me: he 
is not going to be in a gerrymandered 
district. He is running statewide. He is 
actually going to have to respond. In 
an environment where if he doesn’t 
pick the position that people believe is 
the right one, he could lose. But if he 
were in a district in which he could 
vote virtually any way he wanted and 
wanted to slant the issues in ways that 
provided a political benefit rather than 
a real benefit, I just wonder. 

Gee, that means maybe if we had 
more competitive seats, we would have 
more folks voting for policies that ac-
tually benefit people like raising the 
minimum wage, because a ‘‘yes’’ vote 
tonight will raise the minimum wage. 

It is now my pleasure to yield 2 min-
utes to the gentleman from Illinois, a 
member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, Mr. WELLER. 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of what we have before us, 
which is good legislation, a package of 
legislation that is good for workers and 
a package of legislation that is good 
for small business. This legislation de-
serves bipartisan support. 

First, this bill raises the minimum 
wage. Today, the minimum wage is 
$5.15 an hour. Under this legislation, we 
raise it to $7.25 an hour. That is a 40 
percent increase in the minimum wage. 
It is about time. I support this min-
imum wage increase. It is the right 
thing to do. 

This legislation does more, because it 
is a package. Of course, when you look 
into the package, look at the details, 
you see some good things that help our 
communities. One example is an impor-
tant environmental cleanup tax credit, 
the brownfields tax credit, which is ex-
tended for 2 more years under this leg-
islation. Not only is it extended, it is 
expanded to be able to do more. There 
are almost 2,000 so-called brownfields 
in the region that I represent in the 
Chicago area. Forty percent of them 
have petroleum contamination. You 
think of that old abandoned gas station 
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on that one prominent corner in your 
home community that has been sitting 
there for years and you always wonder, 
why doesn’t somebody buy that and do 
something with that strategic corner 
in our town. It is because it has petro-
leum contamination. This tax incen-
tive will help encourage private inves-
tors to buy that old abandoned gas sta-
tion and other petroleum contaminated 
sites to recycle, revitalize and help re-
build neighborhoods. It is good legisla-
tion. 

b 0015 

And if you care about low-income 
workers, particularly those who are on 
welfare, and you want to encourage 
them to get a job, you should vote for 
this legislation because we extend the 
work opportunity tax credit. We extend 
the welfare to work tax credit. This 
past year almost half a million Amer-
ican citizens had the opportunity to 
leave welfare and go to work. 

This legislation deserves bipartisan 
support. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the 
House, it is rather interesting to see 
my colleagues on the Republican side 
of the aisle ask us whether we know 
that the minimum wage is $5.15 an 
hour. Apparently, they have just dis-
covered that fact. I would ask them did 
they know that the minimum wage was 
$5.15 an hour 10 years ago and 9 years 
ago and 8 years ago and 7 years ago and 
6 years ago and 5 years ago and 4 years 
ago? It was $5.15 an hour and you never 
raised a finger. You never raised a fin-
ger to help these individuals. We intro-
duced a bill every year. I have asked 
for hearings in my committee every 
year to raise the minimum wage be-
cause these people have been stuck at 
$5.15 an hour. You control the House, 
you control the Senate, you control 
the White House. You could never find 
time for these people. You found time 
for the richest people in the country, 
but you never found time for the people 
at $5.15 an hour. 

Now, as your political fortunes 
change, you get a letter from the most 
vulnerable members of your caucus, 
and you discover that people are work-
ing for $5.15 an hour. But even then you 
cannot play it straight. No, the only 
way you can do this bill for the people 
whom you now recognize need help, 
and they have needed it for many 
years, is to put a poison pill into the 
minimum wage increase of the estate 
tax cut, knowing that you will send it 
off to the Senate and it will be em-
broiled in the 18 days that we have left 
in this session and there will be no in-
crease in the minimum wage. 

You could vote for the motion to re-
commit. The extenders are not con-
troversial. And apparently the min-
imum wage is not controversial on 
your side. Although when a clean min-
imum wage passed on the Health and 
Human Services appropriations bill, it 

came to a grinding stop, and your 
Speaker said we are not going to have 
a minimum wage increase, and your 
majority leader says, I haven’t voted 
for one of these and I have not sup-
ported it for 25 years, with great pride. 
Did he know they were working for 
$5.15 an hour all that time? If he had 
his way, they would have been working 
for $3.15 an hour over the last 25 years. 

So tonight what are we presented 
with? The appearance of a minimum 
wage increase, but it is really about 
driving the estate tax. But it is about 
driving the estate tax into a hostile en-
vironment in the Senate, where you 
will argue and you will argue and you 
will argue and the session will end, and 
those same people that are working for 
$5.15 an hour today will be working for 
$5.15 an hour next year and next 
month. As much compassion as you 
felt for them, you decided they ought 
to wait longer to get $7.25 in the bill 
you presented. As much compassion as 
you felt for them, you decided if they 
work for tips, you would take away 
their wages in the States that Mr. INS-
LEE pointed out, in Washington and 
California and elsewhere. They would 
lose their wages under this bill. 

So I think this newfound compassion 
is somewhat shallow, somewhat less 
than sincere for these people because 
you could not find time for them over 
the last 5 years. You could not find 
time to deal with their problems of 
working all year long and ending up 
with $10,700 and being in poverty. You 
could not find time for them when the 
price of gasoline went up and the price 
of rent went up and the price of edu-
cation went up and the price of milk 
went up. You could not find time then. 
But all of a sudden, you can find time 
now, but only, only if you can stick it 
in with relief for the richest people in 
America, relief that you know will not 
happen in this legislation. And once 
again, these people will be denied. 
They will be denied at the hands of the 
Republican leadership that has been 
hostile to the minimum wage from the 
moment they came to this House of 
Representatives. They had never had 
any intention of supporting it, they 
had never voted for it, and it will not 
happen again. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
pleasure to yield 3 minutes to a valued 
member of the committee, the chair-
man of the House subcommittee, the 
gentlewoman from Connecticut (Mrs. 
JOHNSON). 

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in strong support of this 
legislation. I am proud, yes, for raising 
the minimum wage by 40 percent. 

It is simple. Working families de-
serve a pay raise, and tonight we pass 
a 40 percent increase in the minimum 
wage. But this bill helps workers in 
many other ways. 

A permanent estate tax protects 
American jobs. In my district, an old 
manufacturing part of the Nation, 

most of our manufacturers, high qual-
ity, high skilled, are small and family 
owned. But to compete as a supplier in 
a global economy, they have to be 
good, and that takes expensive equip-
ment. Dad dies, you have to sell off. 
You have to sell that family-owned 
business because you cannot afford the 
taxes. A permanent estate tax will let 
that family business survive and those 
jobs survive because you know what 
happens? Those small manufacturers 
get bought and the jobs leave town. 
They go to a bigger plant. They get 
merged in. So if you want to protect 
jobs in your town, we need a perma-
nent estate tax because that way small 
family-owned manufacturers can sur-
vive. 

But we need this bill because it pro-
tects global jobs as well. If we do not 
extend the research and development 
tax credit in a world in which some 
countries write it off completely, we 
will not be at the cutting edge of prod-
uct development. We will not be the 
leaders in communications technology, 
in clean-up technology, and in medical 
technology. We protect jobs and that 
helps the American workers. That is 
what this bill is all about. 

We also protect the opportunity for 
American workers to get the education 
they need to compete. That $4,000 tax 
deduction for education expenses, that 
is building the future. And it is not 
just people who can go to college. It is 
the work opportunities tax credit. It is 
the welfare-to-work tax credit. 

This is about working America. This 
is a tax bill about working America, 
about opportunity, about equity, about 
fairness, and about protecting our jobs. 
And, yes, it raises the minimum wage. 

I am proud to vote for it. I urge Mem-
bers on both sides of the aisle to vote 
for it because this is good policy by a 
strong Congress, and we need to get 
through the Senate and to the Presi-
dent’s desk. 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

You can tell that if it is going to hap-
pen after midnight, that the majority 
just ain’t up to something good be-
cause everything bad they do, they 
wait until late at night and then they 
come. 

So you take a look at this bill, and 
they call it the minimum wage bill. 
Well, that is good; so why would they 
wait until after midnight? Or you 
might take another look at the bill and 
you see that they are trying to help the 
poor miners. Well, that doesn’t sound 
like Republicans to me. If they ever 
got enough religion to help poor min-
ers, they would certainly want to do 
that in the sunlight. But, no, they wait 
until after midnight. 

Then, of course, there are the extend-
ers that really help schools and re-
search and development. It sounds 
pretty decent. It does not sound that 
Republican to me. 

There has to be a skunk at this pic-
nic somewhere. And then you take a 
look and you find out that with all of 
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the wonderful, spiritual good that they 
want to do for so many people, the 
working poor, we find out that there 
are 7,500 families in this great country 
that are worth billions of dollars, that 
they cannot leave this Congress with-
out saying, ‘‘We helped you. You are 
the people we really love.’’ And if you 
take a look to see, have they sent us 
letters, these rich people, most of 
them, saying, ‘‘Hey, try to cut back on 
the war, try to help us with some 
health and education project?’’ They 
are not asking for this money. And yet 
over $800 billion, we are prepared to 
take away from the Treasury at a time 
that our country needs it the most but 
it just cannot stand on its own two 
feet. So, therefore, we have to find a 
sweetness for it, and we have enough 
nerve to believe that someone is going 
to believe that you have a concern for 
the minimum wage. 

After 9 or 10 years, you wake up at 
the end of the day, and you bring in the 
estate tax relief bill that is the real 
money, and because that sucker is so 
heavy it cannot get off the ground, you 
try to spray some perfume on this 
skunk, and you call it minimum wage, 
extenders, and help for the miners. 

If you had any compassion at all, 
don’t these people deserve to be treated 
separately? Do they have to be with 
7,500 people who are close friends of 
yours? Should not the working people 
have a bill of their own just to increase 
the minimum wage? Should not the 
miners, their pensions and their health 
benefits, should they not have a bill of 
their own during the daytime hours? 
And certainly the incentives are so 
popular, why do you have to hold them 
hostage for where your hearts really 
belong? 

So I knew that you were going to 
wait until midnight, but no one knew 
exactly what you were up to. But, hey, 
it is after midnight, you are on the 
floor, and you say if you want all of 
this good medicine, then swallow our 
pill with it, but if you say no, you say 
no to what is good. It does not make 
any sense. But I think the newspapers, 
television, everyone knows what is 
going on. You have gotten away with 
this for a long, long time. But there 
comes a time when people wake up to 
what is happening, and even though 
you have done it in the middle of the 
night, the sun will rise and people 
would understand. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I keep telling my friend from New 
York that there is a really big country 
west of the Hudson. It is 9 p.m. in Cali-
fornia. The sun is shining in the United 
States. I understand east of the Hud-
son, but there is a big country west of 
the Hudson. 

I told you this was going to be a 
strange debate. 

The gentleman from California is 
right. He counted backward: ten, nine, 
eight, seven, six. We have not increased 

the minimum wage. It is about time we 
increased the minimum wage. 

Are you offended that we finally got 
it? Is that what you are offended 
about? Or is it the fact that when you 
were the majority for 40 years, Medi-
care never saw one preventative serv-
ice, they never saw one wellness pro-
gram, and there was no drug program? 
We became the majority and all of that 
occurred. 

I am now beginning to figure this 
out. These people are going to have to 
tear up these old, yellowed speeches 
they have been giving for decades be-
cause the Republicans get it. 

There is one other thing we get. It is 
a concept you are beginning to hear 
about. It is called ‘‘multi-tasking.’’ 
You do not really have to come with 
one subject. You can actually do sev-
eral things at the same time. And there 
is a degree of synergy involved in those 
things. You heard the gentlewoman 
from Connecticut, that there are inter-
active aspects in this. 

So I am really somewhat confused. Is 
it that you want to keep on giving 
speeches that Republicans do not un-
derstand that we should raise the min-
imum wage, that you do not want to 
rewrite the speech? Or is it because on 
every one of those hackneyed, worn po-
litical positions, you do not have a po-
sition anymore? 

We are for raising the minimum 
wage. We agree with you. It is time to 
raise it. Your arguments are now: But 
it is not packaged correctly. 

It is after midnight. I would love to 
be doing this at 7 p.m. You know the 
difficulties in moving. We just passed a 
massive pension bill. We got it done. It 
is 9 o’clock. You are going to complain 
that you are going to vote against this 
because we are doing it after midnight? 
Is it so offensive to you that you have 
to stay up a couple of hours and have 
presented to you a package which is 
very difficult for you to get your hack-
neyed, yellowed political speeches 
around? 

Yes, we are Republicans. Are we for 
increasing the minimum wage? Yes. Do 
we want to get the extenders done be-
fore we go out because it is 7 months 
too late? Yes. Do we want to help peo-
ple who want to hang on to a little bit 
of what they have built over their life-
times? Yes. And you are going to vote 
‘‘no’’ because it is put together in a 
way that offends you? 

b 0030 

I wonder what that person hoping for 
an increase in the minimum wage 
thinks when they are told, I wanted to 
help you, but I was offended in the way 
in which the opportunity to help you 
was presented to me. 

Who is kidding who? 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 

minute to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN), an outstanding 
member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, let me 
thank my friend for yielding. 

Let me speak for an interest group 
that has not been heard tonight, and 
that is our children and grandchildren, 
because they are going to be asked to 
pick up the tab of this legislation. 

Yes, Mr. Speaker, I am for raising 
the minimum wage. It is a fair thing to 
do, and it is in the economic interests 
of this country. But the price to vote 
‘‘yes’’ is just too high, $267 billion of 
additional debt on the estate tax 
changes. 

And where are we going to get the 
money to pay for that? I hear from my 
friends that we have to be fiscally con-
servative, and I agree with that on 
every dollar of new spending. But to-
night it is okay for $267 billion of addi-
tional debt. And where is that money 
going to come from? We borrow it. We 
borrow it from foreign governments 
that own banks. And it jeopardizes 
trade exchange with the United States. 
It costs us jobs. 

It is in our national interest to bal-
ance our budget, we all understand 
that; and tonight, by passing this bill, 
we are moving in the wrong direction. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
my time. 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from North 
Dakota (Mr. POMEROY), an outstanding 
member of our committee. 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, we 
know what extortion is. You know 
those old movies? ‘‘Give me all the 
money or the kid gets it.’’ Well, this is 
legislative extortion. You want a min-
imum-wage increase? Give the multi-
millionaire families a tax break. No 
tax break for multimillionaires, no 
minimum-wage increase. 

So who gets this tax break? Well, as 
you can see, the bulk of it goes to es-
tates worth more than $20 million. How 
much do these estates get? As you see, 
they get $5.8 million on average. 

So that is the deal they offer us: Oh, 
we will give you an increase in that 
$5.15 per hour minimum wage, just as 
long as you give $5.8 million to those 
$20 million estates. 

What do they think, we are crazy? 
That is no deal. That is legislative ex-
tortion, and it needs to be rejected 
with a ‘‘no’’ vote tonight. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
pleasure to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. HAYWORTH), 
a member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee. 

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, it is 
interesting to hear the level of Orwell-
ian ‘‘newspeak’’ emanating from our 
friends on the left. We are now told 
that a reasonable, rational compromise 
that includes many commonsense ideas 
is somehow legislative extortion. We 
hear that a compromise that provides 
an increase in the minimum wage is 
paired with other policy initiatives 
that somehow make it a poison pill. 
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Isn’t it interesting the lexicon of-

fered by the left? If it is a compromise 
forged by conservatives that somehow 
actually, ironically delivers on an issue 
for which my friends on the left believe 
they have ownership, why, that is a 
poison pill. 

Oh, and conveniently omitted when 
we hear the bold relief, including the 
impugning of our motives for moving 
forward on this, conveniently omitted, 
are the policy initiatives championed 
in bipartisan fashion: the work oppor-
tunity tax credit, the earned income 
tax credit, those extenders that are 
part of this that actually help those 
working to get ahead. 

It is a very interesting occurrence we 
see here tonight. ‘‘Curiouser and 
curiouser,’’ said Alice. It is not Won-
derland, and this legislation may not 
be perfect, but it is not the glum, dour 
air of apocalyptic fate that the left 
would portray it as. It is a positive 
move, raising the minimum wage, ex-
tending tax relief, and revising tax pol-
icy. 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the distinguished gentleman 
from Rhode Island (Mr. LANGEVIN). 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, the 
American people deserve an up-or-down 
vote on the minimum wage and not 
have it tied to a poison pill that is de-
signed to kill that increase. That is not 
what we are getting tonight. 

Mr. Speaker, I am outraged that men 
and women across this country go to 
work, working 40 hours a week, often 
more, and can’t even make ends meet. 

The minimum wage hasn’t been in-
creased since 1997. Workers in Rhode 
Island, for example, have to earn ap-
proximately three times the minimum 
wage just to afford a basic two-bed-
room apartment. 

A majority in this House supports an 
increase in the minimum wage, but the 
Republican leadership only wants to 
help a privileged few. To put this in 
perspective, thousands of families in 
Rhode Island and millions of families 
across America would benefit from a 
minimum wage increase, while the Re-
publican tax plan would help a handful 
of the wealthiest. This costly political 
stunt will add billions of dollars per 
year to our national debt and dem-
onstrates the Republicans’ misguided 
priorities. 

It is time for a new direction. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in opposing 
this sham bill and supporting a stand- 
alone vote to increase the minimum 
wage to $7.25 an hour. It is the right 
thing to do for the American people. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
my time. 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
11⁄2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. SCOTT). 

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. I thank the 
ranking member very much. 

This is indeed a ploy of the highest 
nature. There is nobody in this House 

that is more concerned about raising 
the minimum wage than Democrats. 
Seven times we have tried to raise the 
minimum wage. 

If this is such an important effort to 
raise the minimum wage, we ought to 
ask the question, why is every group 
that represents working people calling 
and asking to vote down this sham? 

You know, Mr. Speaker, William 
Shakespeare wrote an excellent play. 
He called it ‘‘Julius Caesar.’’ In that 
play, just when Brutus and Cassius and 
all were digging in the swords, Julius 
Caesar grabbed Brutus and said, ‘‘Et 
tu, Brutus. Yours is the meanest cut of 
all.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I am telling you what 
the meanest cut of all in this bill is. 
They say we don’t read the bills. But 
the American people need to know 
what this bill says. It says the Tax Re-
lief Act of 2006 excludes all of the 
tipped employees’ tips from being con-
sidered as wages in determining if such 
tipped employees have been paid the 
applicable minimum wage rate. 

This is the meanest cut of all in this 
bill. If it is right to give the minimum 
wage for one person, isn’t it right to 
give it for everybody? There is nobody 
that deserves the minimum wage more 
than those people who are at the bot-
tom of the ladder; and none are at the 
bottom of the ladder more than those 
people who have to make it on tips. 
This bill will not only not raise the 
minimum wage of those who make it 
on tips, 2.5 million Americans, their 
minimum wage will go down under this 
bill. Indeed, the meanest cut of all. 

We must vote down this bill and put 
forward a genuine bill that will truly 
raise the minimum wage for everybody. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
pleasure to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. MCCRERY), 
the chairman of the Social Security 
Subcommittee. 

Mr. MCCRERY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman of the Ways and Means 
Committee for yielding. 

I just want to say to the point that 
some are making about States that 
have no tip credit law and have a high-
er minimum wage, if in fact a State 
wishes to continue to have a higher 
minimum wage, all they have to do in 
response to passage of this bill is to 
pass any kind of tip credit. It can be a 
minimal tip credit, and then they can 
fully restore the minimum wage that 
that State wishes its employees to 
have. So it is not that complicated. It 
is not that difficult as some Members 
have suggested. 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. MCCRERY. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Washington. 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, what we 
want to point out and we want to make 
sure, because I think I have confirmed 
this with the Republican staff, the way 
this works, if this bill passes, in the 
State of Washington the minimum 
wage goes down the next day $1.78 an 
hour. 

The gentleman is correct. If the 
State legislature got together and es-
sentially overrode the Republicans in 
Congress, they might be able to get it 
back up where it was. But you know 
what? You Republicans in the State 
legislature, I say ‘‘you,’’ Republican- 
controlled legislators, I will give you a 
clue: it is not going to happen. That is 
why we object to cutting the minimum 
wage in any State by any Congress of 
any party. 

Unfortunately, that is what you are 
doing. You can confirm it with counsel. 
That is why we think it is an abomina-
tion. 

Mr. MCCRERY. Mr. Speaker, re-
claiming my time, it is a legitimate 
issue the gentleman brought up, but I 
would hope he would agree that freely 
elected representatives in his State, or 
any other State, whether Republican 
or Democrat, should in fact be able to 
express the will of the people who elect 
them, whether they are Republicans or 
Democrats; and if in his State they 
want to, whoever they are, Republicans 
or Democrats, want to go back to the 
minimum wage they had prior to the 
passage of this bill, they may. This bill 
in no way prohibits that. 

So the gentleman’s complaint about 
this bill could easily be taken care of, 
the same way his State originally en-
hanced the minimum wage in Wash-
ington. That is the only point I wanted 
to make. 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. LEVIN), an outstanding mem-
ber of the Ways and Means Committee. 

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I spoke ear-
lier and I wasn’t going to speak again 
so others could, but listening to the 
Republicans here, I felt compelled to 
come over. 

In all my years here, this is the 
height of hypocrisy. You have sat here 
year after year failing to raise the min-
imum wage, refusing to come here and 
sign a discharge petition, doing noth-
ing. And now, because you are worried 
you are going to lose an election, you 
are here. And you tie it to a proposal 
that will give the very, very wealthy 
many more times than would be bene-
fiting the workers with a rise in the 
minimum wage. 

If you really cared, you would have 
acted long ago. This isn’t on your part 
even an election-year conversion. It is 
an election-year trick. It won’t work. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, it sounds to me like 
somebody is saying on this issue, I 
have a hostage, and if you try to force 
me to vote for minimum wage, I am 
going to kill the hostage. 

There is a minimum-wage increase in 
this legislation. The argument that 
somehow, and I will say it again, some-
how the fact that we didn’t act earlier 
is a sufficient rationale for you to not 
vote for it now, to say that we have 
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other items in this bill and we are hid-
ing the minimum wage with other at-
tractive packages to Republicans, I 
will repeat to you, is a way we might 
actually be able to get it through the 
other body, since the other body would 
not allow a clean minimum wage to 
pass through it. And they have exhib-
ited that a number of times. 

I know it is difficult for you, and I 
know it is going to take a period of 
time in terms of understanding that 
when we say this is a bill that contains 
extenders, that this is a bill that con-
tains a reasonable and appropriate ad-
justment on estate taxes. The reason I 
say that is this is almost identical to 
the bill that got 43 Democrat votes just 
a few weeks ago. 

And when I say there is an increase 
in the minimum wage in this bill, I 
have heard all kinds of tortured argu-
ments about package and process, but I 
can’t understand for the life of me, if 
we are such hypocrites, and this is a 
sham, why you don’t take us up on it 
and show how wrong we are by voting 
for a minimum-wage provision and 
then see what we do with it. 

b 0045 

What we are going to do with this is 
try to make law. This will pass this 
House. Join me. Let’s go over to the 
Senate and do everything we can to-
gether to get the Senate to pass it. 

Or is it that if it actually happened 
and the President signed it, and we had 
an increase in the minimum wage, you 
would have to draw one more line 
through those easy arguments that are 
now outdated about the difference be-
tween Republicans and Democrats, be-
cause it is hard enough to believe that 
Democrats no longer have a monopoly 
on improving Medicare with quality 
measures and putting prescription 
drugs in. 

But don’t Republicans have any 
shame? Coming to the floor trying to 
raise the minimum wage, what are we 
going to do? Well, the first thing you 
have to say is, okay, guys, we can’t 
vote ‘‘yes’’. Why? Test us. Let’s make 
law. It has been 10 years. Let’s raise 
the minimum wage. I understand that 
we are also going to save the extenders. 

I understand we are going to put in a 
reasonable estate tax change. But what 
I am asking you to do, rather than to 
wring your hands and figure out how 
you are going to explain you didn’t 
want to vote for the increase in the 
minimum wage because of the way it 
was packaged is to test us. I want a 
test. Let’s pass this. Let’s go over to 
the Senate. Let’s try to make law. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. 
Speaker, will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. THOMAS. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. 
Speaker, the gentleman has mentioned 
prescription drugs a number of times. I 
think it is analogous to this debate, be-
cause that was a debate that took 
place late at night, and you used the 
elderly and their need of prescription 

drugs to pass a trillion-dollar bill that 
benefited the pharmaceutical compa-
nies and the insurance companies in 
this country. 

The people of the United States know 
that, and they are going to see it again 
tonight. You are using people in order 
to pass your agenda for the very 
wealthy in this country and it is 
wrong. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time, millions of Americans are 
thankful they now have prescription 
drugs at significant savings. I know it 
is difficult because another line went 
through one of your typical political 
arguments. Test us. See if we are just 
kidding. See if this is a sham. 

What I am inviting you to do is make 
law. I know it is a brave new world. 
But let’s try it. Let’s see if we can 
make law together. Your arguments 
have been so turned that you are ex-
plaining you are against raising the 
minimum wage because of the way it is 
being presented to you. It deserves to 
be clean. Okay. It’s not. 

I am offended that I would have to 
vote this way. By the way, you are still 
at $5.15. Test us. Let’s make law. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am glad that the 
chairman has taken his mask off and 
brought his sense of honesty to this de-
bate. Yes. Test you. What you are basi-
cally saying is that if you want to give 
some help to these people that have 
such low wages, we then have to buy, 
in the same bill, the $800 billion relief 
that you are giving to 7,500 people. I 
understand what you are doing. 

Why don’t you call it the Estate Tax 
Relief Bill, which is sweetening up, you 
know, by just giving some of them 
minimum wage. And you say, if you 
don’t like the rich people, if you don’t 
want to get close to $1 trillion away, 
then of course vote against the min-
imum wage. 

It is so unfair to call this a package. 
It is a package for the rich, that just as 
an afterthought, you throw in min-
imum wage. But, fortunately, the 
chairman has said what he is doing. Ei-
ther you buy it as I put it or forget 
about it. I think that is so unfair to the 
working poor people in this country. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield 1 minute to the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. ROTH-
MAN). 

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row’s headlines are going to read ‘‘hos-
tage taken’’. And you know what they 
are going to mean? The increase in the 
minimum wage was taken hostage by 
the Republican majority. They have 
taken the increase in the minimum 
wage hostage unless we give the super- 
rich $100 billion. 

To give the working poor a $2.10 in-
crease an hour, they have held us hos-
tage unless we give them $800 billion. 
Now, they have had 9 years in the ma-
jority in the House to have a clean in-
crease in the minimum wage. They 

never did it. They would not let us do 
it, because they were in the majority. 

They still will not do it. Only if we 
give the super-rich $800 billion. And 
American people are not stupid. They 
do not want a bad deal. They do not 
want a bad law. They do not want to 
give into hostage demands. They do 
not want to give in to extortion. They 
want an increase in the minimum 
wage, not another $800 billion gift to 
the super-rich because the Republican 
majority does not want to give it in 
any other way. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I really would like to 
travel with some of you folks to res-
taurants and hotels and watch you go 
back and find someone who is getting 
the minimum wage and make that 
pitch to them. Because what they are 
going to say is, gee, you are right, I am 
glad you voted against increasing the 
minimum wage so I could get a few 
more bucks. 

I understand doing it here on the 
floor. I understand doing it in those ex-
pensive fund-raisers that you hold. I 
have a really difficult time seeing 
someone who says, would you just give 
me an increase in the minimum wage 
buying that argument. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 15 
seconds to the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. ROTHMAN) to respond to the 
distinguished gentleman. 

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, the dis-
tinguished chairman dares me to go 
back and tell my people. I am going to 
say, the Republicans will not give you 
the minimum wage increase unless we 
give $800 billion to the super-rich. 

They will say, don’t do it, STEVE. We 
will throw the Republicans out in No-
vember and get an increase in the min-
imum wage without them. 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentlewoman from Texas 
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE). 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I would love to make law with 
the distinguished chairman, Mr. RAN-
GEL, but it sure is tough. We have been 
50 years in the desert, 50 years on an 
increase relevant to minimum wage. It 
is the lowest in 50 years. 

Rather than take the 250 Members of 
this body who are willing to have an up 
and down vote, and my good friend who 
is the chairman, and I do believe he is 
a good friend, knows that the Senate is 
not, the other body is not going to take 
this bill the way it is. This is a joke. 

Ten million people are going to be 
denied the minimum wage with this 
bill. This is a joke. No one is going to 
take this on the other side. So we do 
this in the midnight hour. We have a 
headline. We go home to campaign. 
You will. We will go home and tell the 
truth. 

Give us an up and down vote on a 
$7.25 minimum wage up or down vote. 
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The joke is on you. This is an untruth 
and it makes no sense to put people 
who have been in the desert without 
getting any money for this joke, be-
cause you know your Senate Repub-
licans are not taking this joke. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to vote up or 
down. Give us the 250 Members who 
will vote on a minimum wage. Vote for 
it now and throw this bill out the win-
dow. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
opposition to H.R. 5970, the Permanent Estate 
Tax, Minimum Wage, and Extenders Bill. But 
I would be remiss if I did not point out that it 
is clear that Republicans are playing politics 
with a pay raise for millions of American work-
ers. We have had enough politics. It is time for 
a new direction. 

Mr. Speaker, the Republican leadership is 
ignoring the American people, holding a pay 
raise for American workers hostage for par-
tisan purposes. H.R. 5970 contains ‘‘poison 
pills’’ that will prevent the minimum wage in-
crease from becoming law, most importantly a 
costly tax cut for multi-millionaires. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5970 is just a cynical, po-
litical ploy to defeat a minimum wage in-
crease. It is a cruel hoax on the 6.6 million 
people who would get a raise with a minimum 
wage increase and would give a huge tax 
break to only 7,500 of the richest households 
in America. 

The cynicism behind this ridiculous bill is as 
obvious as the Republicans devotion to giving 
away tax breaks to the wealthy and a hard 
time to the middle and working class. The aim 
of the H.R. 5970 is to make it look like Repub-
licans support a minimum wage increase, 
while ensuring its demise in the Senate by at-
taching ‘‘poison pills.’’ 

Republicans’ poison pill will cost nearly 
$753 billion when fully in effect, and impact 
less than 1 percent of all Americans, and Re-
publicans are using that to derail an increase 
in the minimum wage for 6.6 million Ameri-
cans. 

Mr. Speaker, the only way to ensure that a 
minimum wage increase becomes law is to 
allow a straight up-or-down vote on H.R. 2429, 
the Fair Minimum Wage Act, which provides 
an increase to $7.25 an hour. 

Mr. Speaker, Democrats have a New Direc-
tion for America, which raises the minimum 
wage and brings economic opportunity and 
security to all Americans, not just the privi-
leged few. 

OPPOSE ESTATE TAX REPEAL 
Mr. Speaker, I have voted for estate tax re-

lief before but I oppose this bill because it is 
irresponsible to cut taxes for the wealthy when 
the Nation is at war and the national debt is 
over $8 trillion. Indeed, Mr. Speaker, I think it 
is unconscionable to be considering voting an-
other tax cut to the wealthiest 0.3 percent of 
Americans. 

The Joint Committee on Taxation estimates 
that this estate tax proposal will cost the Fed-
eral Government $602 billion, plus an extra 
$160 billion when interest is accounted for. 
Only 0.5 percent of the richest families in 
America currently pay estate taxes. Moreover, 
under current law in 2009, only 3 out of every 
1,000 estates will pay a penny in estate 
taxes—all couples with estates up to $7 mil-
lion—99.7 percent—will pass on their entire 
estates tax-free. Any compromise proposal 
which deviates from 2009 current law—such 

as the bill before us—is therefore crafted en-
tirely to benefit this tiny sliver of the richest es-
tates. Particularly since I have voted for a fair 
estate tax initiative but this bill is not it. 

According to recent polling data, nearly 60 
percent of voters hold the initial, unaided view 
that estate tax should be left as is or re-
formed, and only 23 percent support repeal. 
When asked about the estate tax in the con-
text of other budget priorities, voters rank re-
pealing the estate tax as the last priority, and 
55 percent of voters oppose repeal. 

This so-called compromise, nearly as re-
gressive and costly as a full repeal, is no com-
promise at all. Passing even this compromise 
legislation would constitute one of the most re-
gressive tax cuts in the history of the United 
States. Middle- and lower-class Americans will 
be forced to shoulder the burden of radically 
decreasing the estate tax—both monetarily 
and through decreased public programs. In 
order to cover the monetary gap, the govern-
ment will plunge further into debt, which will 
limit its ability to address the Social Security 
solvency gap and reduce the money available 
for public programs. It will also have to tap 
other tax sources, like payroll taxes, which will 
overwhelmingly hinder lower-income families. 

I urge my colleagues to uphold the core 
American values of fairness and belief in 
meritocracy by rejecting this tax cut. 

INCREASE MINIMUM WAGE 
If we really wish to help the most deserving 

American families, we should raise the min-
imum wage from $5.15 to $7.25 over 3 years. 
Mr. Speaker, did you know that today’s min-
imum wage of $5.15 today is the equivalent of 
only $4.23 in 1995, which is even lower than 
the $4.25 minimum wage level before the 
1996–97 increase? It is scandalous, Mr. 
Speaker, that a person can work full-time, 40 
hours per week, for 52 weeks, earning the 
minimum wage would gross just $10,700, 
which is well below the poverty line. 

A minimum wage increase would raise the 
wages of millions of workers. An estimated 7.3 
million workers—5.8 percent of the work-
force—would receive an increase in their hour-
ly wage rate if the minimum wage were raised 
from $5.15 to $7.25 by June 2007. Due to 
‘‘spillover effects,’’ the 8.2 million workers—6.5 
percent of the workforce—earning up to a dol-
lar above the minimum would also be likely to 
benefit from an increase. 

Raising the minimum wage will benefit work-
ing families. The earnings of minimum wage 
workers are crucial to their families’ well-being. 
Evidence from the 1996–97 minimum wage in-
crease shows that the average minimum wage 
worker brings home more than half—54 per-
cent—of his or her family’s weekly earnings. 
An estimated 760,000 single mothers with chil-
dren under 18 would benefit from a minimum 
wage increase to $7.25 by June 2007. Single 
mothers would benefit disproportionately from 
an increase—single mothers are 10.4 percent 
of workers affected by an increase, but they 
make up only 5.3 percent of the overall work-
force. Approximately 1.8 million parents with 
children under 18 would benefit. 

Contrary to popular myths and urban leg-
ends, adults make up the largest share of 
workers who would benefit from a minimum 
wage increase. Seventy-two percent of work-
ers whose wages would be raised by a min-
imum wage increase to $7.25 by June 2007 
are adults—age 20 or older. Close to half— 
43.9 percent—of workers who would benefit 

from a minimum wage increase work full time 
and another third—34.5 percent—work be-
tween 20 and 34 hours per week. 

Minimum wage increases benefit disadvan-
taged workers, and women are the largest 
group of beneficiaries from a minimum wage 
increase. 60.6 percent of workers who would 
benefit from an increase to $7.25 by 2007 are 
women. An estimated 7.3 percent of working 
women would benefit directly from that in-
crease in the minimum wage. 

A disproportionate share of minorities would 
benefit from a minimum wage increase. Afri-
can-Americans represent 11.1 percent of the 
total workforce, but are 15.3 percent of work-
ers affected by an increase. Similarly, 13.4 
percent of the total workforce is Hispanic, but 
Hispanics are 19.7 percent of workers affected 
by an increase. 

The benefits of the increase disproportion-
ately help those working households at the 
bottom of the income scale. Although house-
holds in the bottom 20 percent received only 
5.1 percent of national income, 38.1 percent of 
the benefits of a minimum wage increase to 
$7.25 would go to these workers. The majority 
of the benefits—58.5 percent—of an increase 
would go to families with working, prime-aged 
adults in the bottom 40 percent of the income 
distribution. 

Among families with children and a low- 
wage worker affected by a minimum wage in-
crease to $7.25, the affected worker contrib-
utes, on average, half of the family’s earnings. 
Thirty-six percent of such workers actually 
contribute 100 percent of their family’s earn-
ings. 

A minimum wage increase would help re-
verse the trend of declining real wages for 
low-wage workers. Between 1979 and 1989, 
the minimum wage lost 31 percent of its real 
value. By contrast, between 1989 and 1997— 
the year of the most recent increase—the min-
imum wage was raised four times and recov-
ered about one-third of the value it lost in the 
1980s. 

Income inequality has been increasing, in 
part, because of the declining real value of the 
minimum wage. Today, the minimum wage is 
33 percent of the average hourly wage of 
American workers, the lowest level since 
1949. A minimum wage increase is part of a 
broad strategy to end poverty. As welfare re-
form forces more poor families to rely on their 
earnings from low-paying jobs, a minimum 
wage increase is likely to have a greater im-
pact on reducing poverty. 

Mr. Speaker, the opponents of the minimum 
wage often claim that increasing the wage will 
cost jobs and harm the economy. Of course, 
Mr. Speaker, there is no credible evidence to 
support such claims. In fact, a 1998 EPI study 
failed to find any systematic, significant job 
loss associated with the 1996–97 minimum 
wage increase. The truth is that following the 
most recent increase in the minimum wage in 
1996–97, the low-wage labor market per-
formed better than it had in decades. And 
after the minimum wage was increased, the 
country went on to enjoy the most sustained 
period of economic prosperity in history. We 
had historic low levels of unemployment rates, 
increased average hourly wages, increased 
family income, and decreased poverty rates. 
Studies have shown that the best performing 
small businesses are located in States with 
the highest minimum wages. Between 1998 
and 2004, the job growth for small businesses 
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in States with a minimum wage higher than 
the Federal level was 6.2 percent compared to 
a 4.1 percent growth in States where the Fed-
eral level prevailed. 

So much for the discredited notion that rais-
ing the minimum wage harms the economy. It 
does not. But it increases the purchasing 
power of those who most need the money, 
which is far more than can be said of the Re-
publicans’ devotion to cutting taxes for multi-
millionaires. 

CONCLUSION 
Mr. Speaker, Americans overwhelmingly 

side with progressive principles of rewarding 
hard work with a liveable wage. In a recent 
poll conducted by the Pew Research Center, 
86 percent of Americans favored raising the 
minimum wage. In the 2004 election, voters in 
Florida and Nevada, two States won by Presi-
dent Bush, overwhelmingly approved ballot 
measures to raise the minimum wage. Even in 
Nevada’s richest county, Douglas, where Bush 
received 63.5 percent of the vote, 61.5 per-
cent of voters supported raising the minimum 
wage. 

Forty-three percent of Americans consider 
raising the minimum wage to be a top priority. 
In contrast, only 34 percent considered mak-
ing the recent Federal income tax cuts perma-
nent and only 27 percent consider the pas-
sage of a constitutional amendment to ban 
same-sex marriage as top priorities. 

Members of Congress have legislated a 
minimum salary for themselves and have seen 
fit to raise it eight times since they last raised 
the minimum wage. It is time we gave the 
Americans we represent a long overdue pay 
raise by increasing the minimum wage to 
$7.25 over 3 years. Even this amount does 
not keep pace with the cost of living. The min-
imum wage would have to be increased to 
$9.05 to equal the purchasing power it had in 
1968. And if the minimum wage had increased 
at the same rate as the salary increase cor-
porate CEOs have received, it would now be 
$23.03/hour. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is time for a new 
direction. I urge my colleagues to reject H.R. 
5970. 

Finally, I have supported and do support the 
sales tax relief for Texas; however, the Re-
publican majority knows that their bill is going 
nowhere and will not be heard by the Senate. 
We need an up or down vote on the minimum 
wage and an independent vote on sales tax 
relief on Federal income taxes for Texas—I 
would vote ‘‘yea’’ on both those two bills— 
which would not be a budget buster and deficit 
builder. The Republicans are simply playing 
games. 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of our time. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the Re-
publicans for their honesty in express-
ing their concern at this late hour for 
the minimum wage bill. At least we 
know on the record, they know what 
the situation is, they know how long it 
has been since these people have not 
been able to increase the minimum 
wage. 

It would just seem to me, though, 
that honesty would dictate that this 
subject alone, the millions of people 
that are affected, would warrant that 
we not put it in any other kind of 
package, but we deal with it by itself 
because it deserves to be dealt with by 
itself. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not think that you 
have to really be a politician to under-
stand that when any bill is going to 
cost $800 billion, and it only has 7,500 
people as a beneficiary, I think you can 
call that controversial. I think you can 
say that all of the editorials believe it 
is unfair. People are talking about a 
Nation at war, a Nation that has a def-
icit, a Nation that has Katrina, a Na-
tion that does not fund its health sys-
tem. 

They are concerned about the deficit, 
they are concerned about the war, and 
they should be concerned about close 
to a trillion dollars loss in revenue for 
people that have these large estates. 

Now, for those who believe that they 
should get relief. Good. But why mix 
the two? Why take the poor folks and 
hold them hostage because you cannot 
get enough political support to get 
what you really want out of this, not 
help, I mean you are just not known to 
be concerned about coal miners. It is 
not my fault. 

You are not known to have compas-
sion about working people. It is not my 
fault. You are known to be concerned 
about the wealthiest people in our Na-
tion. That is not your fault, you just 
cannot help yourself. 

But why would you bring these 
things together and just give us one 
vote? Why do you not give America an 
opportunity to determine which side 
you are on? Are you with the minimum 
wage enough so that you give them a 
vote to say this is what you believe in, 
or are you so scared to death politi-
cally that you cannot get this 800-tril-
lion-dollar gorilla off the ground that 
you have to throw in something that 
sounds compassionate? 

I do not know, but I know one thing, 
it all does not come out of the same 
committee. So you are not only mixing 
ideas in terms of tax incentives and 
giving away money, but what you are 
doing is taking committees with dif-
ferent jurisdictions, and bringing it to-
gether in the middle of the night, and 
asking people to vote on these things. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not think it is fair. 
But I do believe that the American peo-
ple will be able to determine the dif-
ference between our parties. That is 
what makes our country great. I want 
to thank you for being able to admit 
that you just cannot get your package 
off the ground unless you throw in poor 
folks’ help with it. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of the time. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps you did not 
hear the gentleman from New York’s 
closing statement, that we are just 
going to have to throw the poor folks 
out with it. Let me get this straight. 
We want to vote ‘‘aye’’. That would 
produce a higher minimum wage. We 
want to vote ‘‘aye’’. That will provide 
those low-income people, especially in 
States like Texas, with a State and 
local sales tax deduction. 

We want to vote ‘‘aye’’, so the work 
opportunity tax credit can continue. 
We want to vote ‘‘aye’’ so the welfare- 

to-work program will continue. But 
you are for those low-income folk. So 
you want to vote ‘‘no’’, which would 
deny the minimum wage, which would 
deny the State and local sales tax, 
which would deny the work oppor-
tunity tax credit, which would deny 
the welfare-to-work, and you are going 
to convince these folk that what you 
are doing is protecting them. 

Well, let me tell you, if I had a gerry-
mandered district like some of you 
folks do, I guess I could get away with 
it. I do not. When you look at this vote 
tonight, no matter how much you 
squirm, no matter how much you 
squeal, no matter how much you pro-
test, it is very simple. 

An ‘‘aye’’ vote increases the min-
imum wage. An ‘‘aye’’ vote allows 
State and local sales tax to be de-
ducted. An ‘‘aye’’ vote allows the work 
opportunity tax credit to continue. An 
‘‘aye’’ vote allows the welfare-to-work 
program to continue. 

No matter how much you are of-
fended, if you vote ‘‘no’’, none of those 
will happen. Mr. Speaker, I have said it 
already, I will say it again to The gen-
tleman from New York, this is an op-
portunity. This is a positive gesture on 
my part. Join me in making sure that 
those low-income people you are so 
compassionate about but cannot sup-
port will come with me and I will sup-
port them so that your compassion and 
my support, in terms of a ‘‘yes’’ vote, 
will actually deliver them something 
other than rhetoric. 

b 0100 
So I would love to have you vote 

‘‘yes’’ so we are both supporting them. 
But you go ahead, bring your compas-
sion, I will bring the ‘‘yes’’ vote along 
with the majority of people here bring-
ing a ‘‘yes’’ vote, and we will pass it. 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I come to this 
floor wishing for a different choice than the 
one before me. The bill under debate provides 
permanent estate and gift tax relief—some-
thing I have long supported. That is why the 
choice before us tonight is so difficult. While 
this bill will provide relief to American farmers 
and small business owners, it also will do 
much harm to those very same people and 
the people they employ because of the irre-
sponsible 41% increase in the minimum wage 
that it also contains. This increase in the min-
imum wage is excessive and will hurt the poor 
and those entering the workforce by reducing 
the number of entry level positions in our 
economy. 

Minimum wage increases raise unemploy-
ment among teenagers, minorities and part- 
time workers. The minimum wage violates fun-
damental free market economics. It costs jobs, 
and I cannot support policies that will take 
jobs from those who need a paycheck the 
most. 

Any proposal containing a minimum wage 
increase should be jobs-neutral. If the federal 
government increases costs for businesses 
with one hand, it is only right that it reduce 
costs for businesses with the other. And while 
this legislation does contain good tax exten-
sions, in totality, it is not jobs-neutral. This in-
crease in the minimum wage will cost Amer-
ican jobs, and I cannot support it. 
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Additionally, this bill contains unrelated ele-

ments added during the eleventh hour. A 
budget-busting provision is included that con-
verts the Abandoned Mine Land program from 
discretionary to mandatory spending. The re-
sult is an increase in the deficit of $3.9 billion 
over the next 10 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to stand before 
you tonight and say that I could support this 
bill because more than anyone, I want perma-
nent death tax relief. But, I cannot in good 
conscience vote for a bill that also contains an 
excessive minimum wage increase that will 
hurt small businesses and cost American jobs. 
And, I cannot vote for a bill that busts the 
budget by nearly $4 billion over 10 years. Re-
gretfully, Mr. Speaker, for those reasons I 
stand tonight in opposition to this bill. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, after hav-
ing their wages frozen since 1997, it is time to 
give a long overdue raise to millions of Ameri-
cans who work hard but are paid only $5.15 
per hour. 

The Federal minimum wage is the lowest it 
has been, adjusted for inflation, in more than 
50 years. Nine years have passed since the 
last increase and yet education, energy and 
healthcare costs have skyrocketed. No one 
can house, feed, and educate a household by 
earning the current Federal minimum wage. 

Luckily in Oregon, voters passed a state-
wide initiative in 2002 which raises our own 
minimum wage that provides an automatic in-
flation adjustment. With the increase, we have 
seen significant benefits for our workforce 
without any ill effects for our economy. Instead 
of doomsayer predictions of job losses, Or-
egon has experienced the 8th fastest job 
growth amongst states since the legislation 
was enacted. 

After months of stalling, the Republican 
leadership was finally forced to allow a vote. 
Unfortunately it was not a simple vote on min-
imum wage, but a loaded bill with costly and 
unnecessary provisions. This bill provides per-
manent estate tax relief for the wealthy by in-
creasing estate and gift tax exemptions and 
lowering tax rates. 

Even worse, the intent to raise the existing 
minimum wage is actually decreasing the 
wages of some workers due to the tip credit 
provision. This provision provides that tips 
must be counted towards the minimum wage. 
In Oregon restaurant workers are paid $7.50 
per hour and yet this legislation would reduce 
their wage to only $5.15 per hour. 

The bill is so poorly drafted that one inter-
pretation would potentially double the min-
imum wage for select workers, while the other 
would show a decrease in the same jobs. 

This bill should be firmly rejected. The min-
imum wage needs to be increased by crafting 
a simple and clear solution that protects states 
with existing legislation. Under no cir-
cumstance should the Federal government un-
dercut what Oregon voters have already es-
tablished. 

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, the time is past 
due for a raise in the Federal minimum wage, 
which as last increased 10 years ago. Today, 
workers making the least should be heartened 
that this legislation will raise their wages 41 
percent to $7.25 per hour over the next 3 
years. 

Some argue that raising the minimum wage 
increases unemployment and prices. This is 
true only if the minimum wage is set too high 
or phased in too quickly. If done properly, 

there should be little to no impact on employ-
ment or prices. 

I am also pleased we are lowering the es-
tate tax, but adopting a far more rational ap-
proach than full repeal. 

Under this legislation, small business own-
ers will be able to know their businesses can 
be left with their families when they pass on 
because of a significantly reduced tax rate. 
Wealthy individuals would still pay something, 
between 15 and 30 percent on their estates, 
but not the 46 percent in existing law. 

Because estate and gift taxes has a harmful 
impact on small businesses—many of which 
are forced to liquidate assets simply to pay es-
tate taxes which fluctuates in crazy fashion, 
from 46 percent this year, to 0 percent in 2010 
and way back up to 55 percent 2011—we 
must intervene and provide relief. This bill will 
protect families and business while still making 
sure the very wealthy are paying back some-
thing to society. 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the op-
portunity to address my concerns with H.R. 
5970, a bill to raise the federally mandated 
minimum wage. Before addressing the sub-
stance of this bill, I must address the flaws in 
the process under which this bill is brought be-
fore us. Neither I nor my staff had received 
any indication the bill before us tonight would 
be considered by the House until late this 
afternoon, and the only way a member of the 
general public could learn about this bill is to 
look on the Rules Committee website. There-
fore, Members of Congress are being asked to 
vote for a major piece of legislation that was 
introduced just hours before being voted on 
the Friday night before Congress adjourns for 
the month of August. 

The practice of rushing bills to the floor be-
fore individual Members have had a chance to 
study the bills is one of the major factors con-
tributing to public distrust of Congress. Mr. 
Speaker, I have introduced legislation, the 
Sunlight Rule (H. Res. 709), to prevent situa-
tions like the one currently confronting Mem-
bers. The Sunlight Rule prohibits any piece of 
legislation, including conference reports, from 
being brought before the House of Represent-
atives unless it has been available to Mem-
bers and staff in both print and electronic 
versions for at least 10 days. H. Res. 709 also 
requires that conference reports and man-
ager’s amendments that make substantive 
changes to a bill must be available in both 
printed and electronic forms at least 72 hours 
before a vote. 

The announced purpose of this bill is to 
raise living standards for all Americans. This is 
certainly an admirable goal, however, to be-
lieve that Congress can raise the standard of 
living for working Americans by simply forcing 
employers to pay their employees a higher 
wage is equivalent to claiming that Congress 
can repeal gravity by passing a law saying hu-
mans shall have the ability to fly. 

Economic principles dictate that when gov-
ernment imposes a minimum wage rate above 
the market wage rate, it creates a surplus 
‘‘wedge’’ between the supply of labor and the 
demand for labor, leading to an increase in 
unemployment. Employers cannot simply 
begin paying more to workers whose marginal 
productivity does not meet or exceed the law- 
imposed wage. The only course of action 
available to the employer is to mechanize op-
erations or employ a higher-skilled worker 
whose output meets or exceeds the ‘‘minimum 

wage.’’ This, of course, has the advantage of 
giving the skilled worker an additional (and 
government-enforced) advantage over the un-
skilled worker. For example, where formerly 
an employer had the option of hiring three un-
skilled workers at $5 per hour or one skilled 
worker at $16 per hour, a minimum wage of 
$6 suddenly leaves the employer only the 
choice of the skilled worker at an additional 
cost of $1 per hour. I would ask my col-
leagues, if the minimum wage is the means to 
prosperity, why stop at $6.65—why not $50, 
$75, or $100 per hour? 

Those who are denied employment opportu-
nities as a result of the minimum wage are 
often young people at the lower end of the in-
come scale who are seeking entry-level em-
ployment. Their inability to find an entry-level 
job will limit their employment prospects for 
years to come. Thus, raising the minimum 
wage actually lowers the employment opportu-
nities and standard of living of the very people 
proponents of the minimum wage claim will 
benefit from government intervention in the 
economy! 

Furthermore, interfering in the voluntary 
transactions of employers and employees in 
the name of making things better for low wage 
earners violates citizens’ rights of association 
and freedom of contract as if to say to citizens 
‘‘you are incapable of making employment de-
cisions for yourself in the marketplace.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I do not wish my opposition to 
this bill to be misconstrued as counseling inac-
tion. Quite the contrary, Congress must enact 
ambitious program of tax cuts and regulatory 
reform to remove government-created obsta-
cles to job growth. However, Mr. Speaker, 
Congress should not fool itself into believing 
that the package of tax cuts included in this 
bill will compensate for the damage inflicted 
on small businesses and their employees by 
the minimum wage increase. This assumes 
that Congress is omnipotent and thus can 
strike a perfect balance between tax cuts and 
regulations so that no firm, or worker, in the 
country is adversely affected by Federal poli-
cies. If the 20th Century taught us anything it 
was that any and all attempts to centrally plan 
an economy, especially one as large and di-
verse as America’s, are doomed to fail. 

In conclusion, I would remind my colleagues 
that while it may make them feel good to raise 
the Federal minimum wage, the real life con-
sequences of this bill will be vested upon 
those who can least afford to be deprived of 
work opportunities. Therefore, rather than pre-
tend that Congress can repeal the economic 
principles, I urge my colleagues to reject this 
legislation and instead embrace a program of 
tax cuts and regulatory reform to strengthen 
the greatest producer of jobs and prosperity in 
human history: the free market. 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, this 
bill is an example of the worst kind of political 
game playing. 

After months and months of short work-
weeks and long breaks, now the Republican 
leadership has brought the House into session 
late today—and for what? 

Certainly not for a simple vote on raising the 
minimum wage—even though that’s long over-
due. 

No, instead the purpose of this grab-bag of 
a bill is to provide political cover for people 
who want to say they voted to raise the min-
imum wage but don’t want their votes to actu-
ally produce that result. 
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That’s why the Republican leaders have 

chained onto the minimum-wage increase the 
deadweight of an estate-tax revision bill like 
the one the House passed last month—a bill 
so badly flawed that it has already reached 
dead end in the other body. They know that 
the added weight will mean that even if this 
bill is launched from the House it will not fly, 
and will never reach the President’s desk. 

It’s a cynical move. And it’s a lost oppor-
tunity—because if the estate-tax part of this 
bill were good enough to give the package a 
long-shot chance of enactment, the bill would 
merit support. 

But, like the version we passed last month, 
the estate-tax part of this bill does not have 
that chance, because it does not represent a 
true compromise. While benefiting only a very 
few—the very largest estates—it would irre-
sponsibly reduce federal revenue at a time 
when the country is at war and the budget is 
already deeply in deficit. And to make matters 
worse, it includes unrelated provisions that are 
even less fiscally responsible, such as a spe-
cial tax break for timber companies that would 
reopen a loophole that was closed when 
President Reagan signed the landmark Tax 
Reform Act of 1986. 

My opposition to this bill does not mean I 
am opposed to reducing estate taxes. When 
the House considered the estate-tax bill last 
month, I supported an alternative that would 
have raised the amount of an estate excluded 
from taxes to $6 million per couple and in-
creased this to $7 million by 2009. This not 
only would have provided relief for small busi-
nesses and family farmers, but it would have 
done so in a much more fiscally responsible 
way, because it would have reduced revenues 
by much less than this bill. It also would have 
simplified estate-tax planning for married cou-
ples, who could carry over any unused ex-
emption to the surviving spouse and so as-
sured that the full $7 million would be avail-
able. 

Furthermore, that alternative would have 
transferred the revenue from the estate tax to 
strengthen the Social Security trust fund, a 
change that, according to the Social Security 
Actuary, would solve one quarter of the trust 
fund’s shortfall. 

If the Republican leadership allowed us to 
vote on that—even as an added burden on a 
bill to raise the minimum wage—I would vote 
for it. But they could not do that, because that 
kind of true compromise—a reasonable and 
responsible compromise that would have a 
good chance of approval in the Senate— 
would not fit their plan to use the estate tax as 
a weight to sink the minimum wage increase. 

So, once again, I have no responsible 
choice but to oppose what the Republican 
leadership has put before us and to vote 
against this cynical maneuver disguised as a 
serious legislative proposal. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, there is no 
doubt that most of the provisions contained in 
H.R. 5970 are good for America. I am in com-
plete agreement with those who argue that no 
American family should be forced to sell off 
their loved one’s life work in order to pay the 
federal inheritance tax bill. I have always con-
sidered the Death Tax to be a scourge on 
America, and I will continue working to bring 
about the day when this destructive tax is per-
manently repealed. In addition, as one who 
believes that our federal income tax code 
should be replaced by a national sales tax, 

under most circumstances, I would eagerly 
support the many provisions of this bill that 
are aimed at reducing the burden of taxation 
on hard-working Americans. Unfortunately, 
however, these provisions were brought be-
fore us this evening in an attempt to com-
pensate for, and distract attention from, a po-
litically-motivated, economically nonsensical, 
and utterly unprincipled move to raise the fed-
erally-mandated minimum wage. 

When we artificially raise wages, we will 
force small businesses to either hire fewer 
workers; shrink their labor force; transition to 
more efficient means of production, like auto-
mation; or simply close their doors altogether. 
The effect that this wage hike will have on the 
American worker is simple: it will price low- 
wage workers—the very people it is intended 
to help—out of the labor market. 

Labor is a commodity like corn, beans, gold 
or oil, and its value should be established by 
supply and demand in the marketplace—not 
by congressional mandate. If it makes sense 
to legislate a minimum wage, it also makes 
sense to legislate a living wage. And, if it 
makes sense to legislate a living wage, it 
makes sense to simply legislate prosperity . 
Yet, if Congress passed a law that everyone 
had to make $1,000,000 a year, there would 
only be a handful of people with a job in this 
country. 

Eliminating the Death Tax on small business 
owners stands on its own merit. But, adding 
inheritance tax reforms to a minimum wage 
mandate that will cripple small businesses is a 
losing proposition. While I am supportive of 
the provisions in this bill that will undoubtedly 
bring much needed relief to the American tax-
payer, I would be doing my constituents and 
the people of this nation a great disservice if 
I attempted to use these ‘‘sweeteners’’ to force 
the poison pill of a minimum wage hike down 
the throats of America’s small business own-
ers. 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight 
appalled by the way Republican leadership 
has decided to turn against American workers 
by playing politics, instead of passing a clean 
minimum wage increase. 

It is shameful that millions of Americans are 
suffering the economic injustice of working a 
full-time job and earning a wage that leaves 
them below the poverty line. 

It is unconscionable that we stand here to-
night debating provisions on the estate tax 
and the extension of expiring tax provisions. 
These provisions only serve as a political ploy 
to kill any increase to the minimum wage. 

Working-class Americans have waited too 
long, close to a decade in fact, for an increase 
in the minimum wage. This has been the sec-
ond longest period without a pay raise since 
the Federal minimum wage law was first en-
acted in 1938. 

Over this last decade while the minimum 
wage has remained stagnant, the cost of basic 
necessities such as energy and healthcare 
have skyrocketed—meaning that the minimum 
wage is no longer a livable wage. 

Today a minimum wage earner has to work 
a day and a half just to pay for a full tank of 
gas. That is simply shameful. 

As Americans we have always been told 
that if you have a job, and you work hard, you 
will have a secure future in our Nation. Yet, 
millions of Americans who do have jobs and 
who do work hard everyday have joined the 
ranks of the ‘‘working poor.’’ 

In fact, the number of full-time year-round 
workers who are poor has more than doubled 
since the late 1970s. 

Let there be no doubt, a vote to increase 
the minimum wage to $7.25/hour is a vote to 
alleviate poverty in America, and it is a vote to 
help eliminate the term ‘‘working poor’’ from 
our reality. 

Members of this body should be allowed a 
straight up-or-down vote on legislation to raise 
the minimum wage to a true livable wage of 
$7.25/hour over the next 2 years. 

But instead the Republican leadership here 
in the House of Representatives has chosen 
to play dirty politics and attach poison pill pro-
visions to this legislation with the implicit ex-
pectation of killing a real minimum wage in-
crease. 

It is quite simply a slap in the face for work-
ing-class Americans. 

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong opposition to the House 
Republican minimum wage legislation which is 
not a clean bill. A clean bill would not have 
poison pills in it. 

Mr. Speaker this is a sad day. The Amer-
ican people need our help. From coast to 
coast, the lowest paid Americans are clam-
oring for assistance as they struggle to live off 
of wages not suitable for this decade. It is ob-
vious that an increase in the minimum wage is 
sadly overdue. 

Unfortunately, when the majority finally pro-
vides the opportunity to vote on increasing the 
minimum wage, it comes to us bloated, filled 
with provisions harmful to the American work-
er and which ensure that this legislation is 
never enacted. 

While it is unfortunate that the majority lead-
ership has not seen fit to bring legislation to 
the floor that neither the American people nor 
most of my colleagues have had a chance to 
review, it is downright insulting that the legisla-
tion on the floor today was written knowing 
that it will never pass out of the Senate. This 
bill is dead on arrival in the Senate. 

For the last two-years, the Democrats have 
fought to increase the minimum wage. The ef-
fect of the last minimum wage increase in 
1996–97 has been completely eroded by infla-
tion, which, when factored in, the $5.15 min-
imum wage today is lower than the $4.25 min-
imum wage level before the 1996–97 in-
crease. At the same time fuel prices have con-
tinued to skyrocket, housing prices are soaring 
and health care continues to be out of reach 
for those whose jobs do not provide it for 
them. 

If the Democrat minimum wage initiative 
would come to the floor, an estimated 14.9 
million workers would receive an increase in 
their hourly wage rate if the Democrat min-
imum wage were raised. Over half a million of 
these workers reside in my home State of 
California. But this Republican bill does not 
provide the minimum wage increase American 
workers need. It delays the increase and nul-
lifies wage protections for tipped workers. 

Mr. Speaker, in the almost 10 years since 
the last increase in the minimum wage, the 
purchasing power of the minimum wage has 
deteriorated by 20 percent and the value of 
the minimum wage is at its lowest level since 
1955 when adjusted for inflation. This is clear-
ly unacceptable. The American people need 
us more than ever. I urge my colleagues to 
only support a clean bill focused solely on the 
minimum wage and to vote against this Re-
publican legislation in its current form. 
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 

Mr. Speaker it has been almost 10 years since 
we’ve seen an increase in the Federal min-
imum wage. 

Unfortunately, this bill here today is not 
about helping American workers. 

The bill is full of poison pills—tax breaks for 
the wealthy and hand-outs for special inter-
ests. 

This is nothing more than a backdoor at-
tempt to put money in the pockets of the 
wealthiest among us. 

We’re playing politics and decent hard-
working Americans are the ones paying the 
price. 

The reality is that there are millions of work-
ers trying to support their families on $5.15 
per hour. 

Each day millions of minimum wage workers 
are forced to choose between food, shelter, 
health care or clothing. 

No American who works hard for a living 
should have to make those types of choices. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for a new direction 
that truly reflects our core American values. 

These hardworking Americans deserve an 
up-or-down vote on a clean minimum wage 
bill. 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, for 
nearly a decade, millions of American workers 
have waited for an increase in the Federal 
minimum wage, but none has come. They 
have watched as the purchasing power of 
their paycheck has crumbled, giving way to in-
flation. Many are working families, struggling 
to make ends meet, yet for 9 years Congress 
has ignored them and refused to pass a clean, 
simple increase in the minimum wage. 

Nearly 44 percent of minimum wage work-
ers work full time, nearly two-thirds of whom 
are women. Even working full time, they often 
remain below the poverty line. They are un-
able to buy their own home, cannot afford 
health insurance for themselves and their chil-
dren, and often take a second job just to pay 
the bills. 

Mr. Speaker it is time to increase the Fed-
eral minimum wage. I strongly support imple-
menting a 2-year plan that would increase the 
minimum wage from $5.15 an hour to $7.25 
an hour. However, I also strongly support 
passing such legislation cleanly, without at-
tachments of tax cuts, without attachment of 
controversial language or convoluted provi-
sions. We must demonstrate that we support 
those American families, those who are won-
dering why they are working 50-hour work 
weeks yet cannot seem to make ends meet. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of providing American work-
ers a living wage with which to support and 
improve their families’ livelihoods. Those in 
America who receive the minimum wage for 
their labors are particularly vulnerable to expe-
riencing greater financial pressures and a 
lower overall quality of life. 

The national minimum wage has not been 
increased in 9 years and has not kept pace 
with household expenses. Raising the min-
imum wage will help lift many families on 
Guam out of poverty. An increase in the Fed-
eral minimum wage is long overdue, as evi-
denced by the recent actions taken by the 
Guam Legislature and the Governor to in-
crease the local minimum wage. 

Living wages help families ensure that their 
children receive proper nutrition, quality edu-
cation, and good health care. These are es-

sential to ensuring that children have happy, 
productive and healthy childhoods. Living 
wages earned by American workers also help 
American families realize important financial 
goals as well as improving, long-term financial 
well-being. Eliminating high-interest debt, 
achieving home ownership, and investing now 
for a child’s future higher education costs and 
a parents’ retirement, for instance, are goals 
more easily realized by workers who earn a 
living wage. 

Americans have proven to be productive, in-
novative, and resourceful workers. Their 
wages should reflect this reality. A worker’s 
wage represents his or her worth to an em-
ployer. But it also represents much more. 
Wages and salaries are the foundations upon 
which families are begun. Living wages and 
salaries provide the financial security under 
which those families can grow. A worker’s 
wage or salary helps ensure his or her finan-
cial future. Receiving a living wage is well de-
served by American workers. 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my disappointment that once again the 
Members of this House appear poised to let 
another opportunity pass us by that would 
have a meaningful impact in the lives of mil-
lions of American families. Today, we are vot-
ing on a bill that has been rushed to this 
House floor and purports to raise the Federal 
minimum wage. In reality, however, the bill be-
fore us seeks to muddy the waters about 
whether America’s lowest paid workers de-
serve to make a living wage. 

In stark contrast to the bill before us today, 
Mr. MILLER, the ranking member of the House 
Committee on Education and the Workforce, 
has introduced very simple legislation that 
would increase the Federal minimum wage to 
$7.25 per hour over the course of the next 2 
years. This bill was introduced in May of 2005 
and has yet to receive a hearing. 

The hastily drafted bill before us today, how-
ever, was only introduced earlier this after-
noon, and the House leadership has brought 
it to the floor for a vote. 

This legislation adds unrelated and con-
troversial provisions, that I’m sure some hope 
will end the debate and ensure that a mean-
ingful increase in our minimum wage never 
takes place. We should instead, be voting 
today on a straightforward bill that simply 
raises the Federal minimum wage to a level 
that ensures that working families can emerge 
from the grasp of poverty. 

Before the House adjourns for the August 
recess, I believe we owe the American people 
a simple up-or-down vote on whether or not 
working Americans deserve a decent living 
wage. 

The current minimum wage of $5.15 per 
hour is not a living wage. It is not a wage on 
which single individuals, working full time, can 
adequately support themselves, and it is most 
certainly not a wage on which a single mother 
or single father can raise a family. 

Millions of hard-working Americans would 
directly benefit from a minimum wage in-
crease. Some would argue that this would 
only benefit high school students and young 
adults who are being paid minimum wages on 
their first job at a fast food restaurant. In fact, 
more than 84 percent of workers who would 
directly benefit from a minimum wage increase 
are above the age of 20. In addition, nearly 60 
percent of those individuals work full time, and 
45 percent of them are married and/or have 
children. 

They are the victims of our inaction, Mr. 
Speaker. In many cases, it is our children who 
will suffer. I am ashamed that nearly 36 million 
Americans live in poverty in our country, and 
that nearly 13 million of those who live below 
the poverty line are children. With a very sim-
ple vote today—on a very simple piece of leg-
islation—we could dramatically increase the 
physical, mental, and financial wellbeing of 
countless American children. No one who 
works for a living should have to live in pov-
erty, and the children of these working families 
must not be made to suffer for our collective 
lack of moral conviction. 

I call on my friends on the other side of the 
aisle, and I ask them to partner with us to 
pass a meaningful increase in the Federal 
minimum wage. We must pass legislation that 
does not contain controversial provisions that 
divide us. Instead, we should speak with one 
voice, as one Congress, and tell working 
Americans that we value their work, that we 
understand their sacrifices, and that they de-
serve to make a living wage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 966, 
the bill is considered read and the pre-
vious question is ordered. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 
MOTION TO RECOMMIT OFFERED BY MR. GEORGE 

MILLER OF CALIFORNIA 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer a motion to recom-
mit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the 
gentleman opposed to the bill? 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
I am in its present form. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. George Miller of California moves to 

recommit the bill, H.R. 5970 to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce with 
instructions to report the bill back to the 
House forthwith with the following amend-
ment: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Fair Minimum Wage and Extension of 
Tax Relief Act’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for ths Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 

TITLE I—INCREASE IN THE MINIMUM 
WAGE 

Sec. 101. Increase in the minimum wage. 
Sec. 102. Applicability of minimum wage to 

the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands. 

TITLE II—EXTENSION AND EXPANSION 
OF CERTAIN TAX RELIEF PROVISIONS 
Subtitle A—Extension and Modification of 

Certain Provisions 
Sec. 201. Deduction for qualified tuition and 

related expenses. 
Sec. 202. Extension and modification of new 

markets tax credit. 
Sec. 203. Election to deduct State and local 

general sales taxes. 
Sec. 204. Extension and modification of re-

search credit. 
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Sec. 205. Work opportunity tax credit and 

welfare-to-work credit. 
Sec. 206. Election to include combat pay as 

earned income for purposes of 
earned income credit. 

Sec. 207. Extension and modification of 
qualified zone academy bonds. 

Sec. 208. Above-the-line deduction for cer-
tain expenses of elementary 
and secondary school teachers. 

Sec. 209. Extension and expansion of expens-
ing of brownfields remediation 
costs. 

Sec. 210. Tax incentives for investment in 
the District of Columbia. 

Sec. 211. Indian employment tax credit. 
Sec. 212. Accelerated depreciation for busi-

ness property on Indian res-
ervations. 

Sec. 213. Fifteen-year straight-line cost re-
covery for qualified leasehold 
improvements and qualified 
restaurant property. 

Sec. 214. Cover over of tax on distilled spir-
its. 

Sec. 215. Parity in application of certain 
limits to mental health bene-
fits. 

Sec. 216. Corporate donations of scientific 
property used for research and 
of computer technology and 
equipment. 

Sec. 217. Availability of medical savings ac-
counts. 

Sec. 218. Taxable income limit on percent-
age depletion for oil and nat-
ural gas produced from mar-
ginal properties. 

Sec. 219. American Samoa economic devel-
opment credit. 

Sec. 220. Restructuring of New York Liberty 
Zone tax credits. 

Sec. 221. Extension of bonus depreciation for 
certain qualified Gulf Oppor-
tunity Zone property. 

Sec. 222. Authority for undercover oper-
ations. 

Sec. 223. Disclosures of certain tax return 
information. 

Subtitle B—Other Provisions 
Sec. 231. Deduction allowable with respect 

to income attributable to do-
mestic production activities in 
Puerto Rico. 

Sec. 232. Credit for prior year minimum tax 
liability made refundable after 
period of years. 

Sec. 233. Returns required in connection 
with certain options. 

Sec. 234. Partial expensing for advanced 
mine safety equipment. 

Sec. 235. Mine rescue team training tax 
credit. 

Sec. 236. Whistleblower reforms. 
Sec. 237. Frivolous tax submissions. 
Sec. 238. Addition of meningococcal and 

human papillomavirus vaccines 
to list of taxable vaccines. 

Sec. 239. Clarification of taxation of certain 
settlement funds made perma-
nent. 

Sec. 240. Modification of active business def-
inition under section 355 made 
permanent. 

Sec. 241. Revision of State veterans limit 
made permanent. 

Sec. 242. Capital gains treatment for certain 
self-created musical works 
made permanent. 

Sec. 243. Reduction in minimum vessel ton-
nage which qualifies for ton-
nage tax made permanent. 

Sec. 244. Modification of special arbitrage 
rule for certain funds made per-
manent. 

Sec. 245. Great Lakes domestic shipping to 
not disqualify vessel from ton-
nage tax. 

Sec. 246. Use of qualified mortgage bonds to 
finance residences for veterans 
without regard to first-time 
homebuyer requirement. 

Sec. 247. Exclusion of gain from sale of a 
principal residence by certain 
employees of the intelligence 
community. 

Sec. 248. Treatment of coke and coke gas. 
Sec. 249. Sale of property by judicial offi-

cers. 
Sec. 250. Premiums for mortgage insurance. 
Sec. 251. Modification of refunds for ker-

osene used in aviation. 
Sec. 252. Deduction for qualified timber 

gain. 
Sec. 253. Credit to holders of rural renais-

sance bonds. 
Sec. 254. Restoration of deduction for travel 

expenses of spouse, etc. accom-
panying taxpayer on business 
travel. 

Sec. 255. Technical corrections. 
TITLE III—SURFACE MINING CONTROL 

AND RECLAMATION ACT AMENDMENTS 
OF 2006 

Sec. 301. Short title. 
Subtitle A—Mining Control and Reclamation 
Sec. 311. Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund 

and purposes. 
Sec. 312. Reclamation fee. 
Sec. 313. Objectives of Fund. 
Sec. 314. Reclamation of rural land. 
Sec. 315. Liens. 
Sec. 316. Certification. 
Sec. 317. Remining incentives. 
Sec. 318. Extension of limitation on applica-

tion of prohibition on issuance 
of permit. 

Sec. 319. Tribal regulation of surface coal 
mining and reclamation oper-
ations. 

Subtitle B—Coal Industry Retiree Health 
Benefit Act 

Sec. 321. Certain related persons and succes-
sors in interest relieved of li-
ability if premiums prepaid. 

Sec. 322. Transfers to funds; premium relief. 
Sec. 323. Other provisions. 

TITLE I—INCREASE IN THE MINIMUM 
WAGE 

SEC. 101. INCREASE IN THE MINIMUM WAGE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6(a)(1) of the Fair 

Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 
206(a)(1)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(1) except as otherwise provided in this 
section, not less than— 

‘‘(A) $5.15 an hour beginning September 1, 
1997; 

‘‘(B) $5.85 an hour, beginning on the 60th 
day after the date of enactment of the Fair 
Minimum Wage and Extension of Tax Relief 
Act of 2006; 

‘‘(C) $6.55 an hour, beginning 12 months 
after that 60th day; and 

‘‘(D) $7.25 an hour, beginning 24 months 
after that 60th day;’’. 
SEC. 102. APPLICABILITY OF MINIMUM WAGE TO 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6 of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 206) 
shall apply to the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands. 

(b) TRANSITION.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (a), the minimum wage applicable to 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands under section 6(a)(1) of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 
206(a)(1)) shall be— 

(1) $3.55 an hour, beginning on the 60th day 
after the date of enactment of this Act; and 

(2) increased by $0.50 an hour (or such less-
er amount as may be necessary to equal the 
minimum wage under section 6(a)(1) of such 
Act), beginning 6 months after the date of 

enactment of this Act and every 6 months 
thereafter until the minimum wage applica-
ble to the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands under this subsection is 
equal to the minimum wage set forth in such 
section. 
TITLE II—EXTENSION AND EXPANSION OF 

CERTAIN TAX RELIEF PROVISIONS 
Subtitle A—Extension and Modification of 

Certain Provisions 
SEC. 201. DEDUCTION FOR QUALIFIED TUITION 

AND RELATED EXPENSES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 222(e) is amended 

by striking ‘‘2005’’and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 

222(b)(2)(B) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘a taxable year beginning in 

2004 or 2005’’ and inserting ‘‘any taxable year 
beginning after 2003’’, and 

(2) by striking ‘‘2004 AND 2005’’ in the heading 
and inserting ‘‘AFTER 2003’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 202. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF 

NEW MARKETS TAX CREDIT. 
(a) EXTENSION.—Section 45D(f)(1)(D) is 

amended by striking ‘‘and 2007’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘, 2007, and 2008’’. 

(b) REGULATIONS REGARDING NON-METRO-
POLITAN COUNTIES.—Section 45D(i) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph 
(4), by striking the period at the end of para-
graph (5) and inserting ‘‘, and’’, and by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) which ensure that non-metropolitan 
counties receive a proportional allocation of 
qualified equity investments.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 203. ELECTION TO DEDUCT STATE AND 

LOCAL GENERAL SALES TAXES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 164(b)(5)(I) is 

amended by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘2008’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 204. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF RE-

SEARCH CREDIT. 
(a) EXTENSION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 41(h)(1)(B) is 

amended by striking ‘‘2005’’ and inserting 
‘‘2007’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
45C(b)(1)(D) is amended by striking ‘‘2005’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to 
amounts paid or incurred after December 31, 
2005. 

(b) INCREASE IN RATES OF ALTERNATIVE IN-
CREMENTAL CREDIT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 41(c)(4) (relating to election of alter-
native incremental credit) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘2.65 percent’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘3 percent’’, 

(B) by striking ‘‘3.2 percent’’ and inserting 
‘‘4 percent’’, and 

(C) by striking ‘‘3.75 percent’’ and inserting 
‘‘5 percent’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to 
amounts paid or incurred after December 31, 
2006. 

(c) ALTERNATIVE SIMPLIFIED CREDIT FOR 
QUALIFIED RESEARCH EXPENSES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c) of section 
41 (relating to base amount) is amended by 
redesignating paragraphs (5) and (6) as para-
graphs (6) and (7), respectively, and by in-
serting after paragraph (4) the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(5) ELECTION OF ALTERNATIVE SIMPLIFIED 
CREDIT.— 
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‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—At the election of the 

taxpayer, the credit determined under sub-
section (a)(1) shall be equal to 12 percent of 
so much of the qualified research expenses 
for the taxable year as exceeds 50 percent of 
the average qualified research expenses for 
the 3 taxable years preceding the taxable 
year for which the credit is being deter-
mined. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULE IN CASE OF NO QUALIFIED 
RESEARCH EXPENSES IN ANY OF 3 PRECEDING 
TAXABLE YEARS.— 

‘‘(i) TAXPAYERS TO WHICH SUBPARAGRAPH 
APPLIES.—The credit under this paragraph 
shall be determined under this subparagraph 
if the taxpayer has no qualified research ex-
penses in any one of the 3 taxable years pre-
ceding the taxable year for which the credit 
is being determined. 

‘‘(ii) CREDIT RATE.—The credit determined 
under this subparagraph shall be equal to 6 
percent of the qualified research expenses for 
the taxable year. 

‘‘(C) ELECTION.—An election under this 
paragraph shall apply to the taxable year for 
which made and all succeeding taxable years 
unless revoked with the consent of the Sec-
retary. An election under this paragraph 
may not be made for any taxable year to 
which an election under paragraph (4) ap-
plies.’’. 

(2) COORDINATION WITH ELECTION OF ALTER-
NATIVE INCREMENTAL CREDIT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 41(c)(4)(B) (relat-
ing to election) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: ‘‘An election under this 
paragraph may not be made for any taxable 
year to which an election under paragraph 
(5) applies.’’. 

(B) TRANSITION RULE.—In the case of an 
election under section 41(c)(4) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 which applies to the 
taxable year which includes the date of the 
enactment of this Act, such election shall be 
treated as revoked with the consent of the 
Secretary of the Treasury if the taxpayer 
makes an election under section 41(c)(5) of 
such Code (as added by subsection (c)) for 
such year. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to 
amounts paid or incurred after December 31, 
2006. 
SEC. 205. WORK OPPORTUNITY TAX CREDIT AND 

WELFARE-TO-WORK CREDIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Sections 51(c)(4)(B) and 

51A(f) are each amended by striking ‘‘2005’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(b) ELIGIBILITY OF EX-FELONS DETERMINED 
WITHOUT REGARD TO FAMILY INCOME.—Para-
graph (4) of section 51(d) is amended by add-
ing ‘‘and’’ at the end of subparagraph (A), by 
striking ‘‘, and’’ at the end of subparagraph 
(B) and inserting a period, and by striking 
all that follows subparagraph (B). 

(c) INCREASE IN MAXIMUM AGE FOR ELIGI-
BILITY OF FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS.—Clause 
(i) of section 51(d)(8)(A) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘25’’ and inserting ‘‘40’’. 

(d) EXTENSION OF PAPERWORK FILING DEAD-
LINE.—Section 51(d)(12)(A)(ii)(II) is amended 
by striking ‘‘21st day’’ and inserting ‘‘28th 
day’’. 

(e) CONSOLIDATION OF WORK OPPORTUNITY 
CREDIT WITH WELFARE-TO-WORK CREDIT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section 
51(d) is amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end 
of subparagraph (G), by striking the period 
at the end of subparagraph (H) and inserting 
‘‘, or’’, and by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subparagraph: 

‘‘(I) a long-term family assistance recipi-
ent.’’. 

(2) LONG-TERM FAMILY ASSISTANCE RECIPI-
ENT.—Subsection (d) of section 51 is amended 
by redesignating paragraphs (10) through (12) 
as paragraphs (11) through (13), respectively, 

and by inserting after paragraph (9) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(10) LONG-TERM FAMILY ASSISTANCE RECIPI-
ENT.—The term ‘long-term family assistance 
recipient’ means any individual who is cer-
tified by the designated local agency— 

‘‘(A) as being a member of a family receiv-
ing assistance under a IV–A program (as de-
fined in paragraph (2)(B)) for at least the 18- 
month period ending on the hiring date, 

‘‘(B)(i) as being a member of a family re-
ceiving such assistance for 18 months begin-
ning after August 5, 1997, and 

‘‘(ii) as having a hiring date which is not 
more than 2 years after the end of the ear-
liest such 18-month period, or 

‘‘(C)(i) as being a member of a family 
which ceased to be eligible for such assist-
ance by reason of any limitation imposed by 
Federal or State law on the maximum period 
such assistance is payable to a family, and 

‘‘(ii) as having a hiring date which is not 
more than 2 years after the date of such ces-
sation.’’. 

(3) INCREASED CREDIT FOR EMPLOYMENT OF 
LONG-TERM FAMILY ASSISTANCE RECIPIENTS.— 
Section 51 is amended by inserting after sub-
section (d) the following new subsection: 

‘‘(e) CREDIT FOR SECOND-YEAR WAGES FOR 
EMPLOYMENT OF LONG-TERM FAMILY ASSIST-
ANCE RECIPIENTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to the em-
ployment of a long-term family assistance 
recipient— 

‘‘(A) the amount of the work opportunity 
credit determined under this section for the 
taxable year shall include 50 percent of the 
qualified second-year wages for such year, 
and 

‘‘(B) in lieu of applying subsection (b)(3), 
the amount of the qualified first-year wages, 
and the amount of qualified second-year 
wages, which may be taken into account 
with respect to such a recipient shall not ex-
ceed $10,000 per year. 

‘‘(2) QUALIFIED SECOND-YEAR WAGES.—For 
purposes of this subsection, the term ‘quali-
fied second-year wages’ means qualified 
wages— 

‘‘(A) which are paid to a long-term family 
assistance recipient, and 

‘‘(B) which are attributable to service ren-
dered during the 1-year period beginning on 
the day after the last day of the 1-year pe-
riod with respect to such recipient deter-
mined under subsection (b)(2). 

‘‘(3) SPECIAL RULES FOR AGRICULTURAL AND 
RAILWAY LABOR.—If such recipient is an em-
ployee to whom subparagraph (A) or (B) of 
subsection (h)(1) applies, rules similar to the 
rules of such subparagraphs shall apply ex-
cept that— 

‘‘(A) such subparagraph (A) shall be applied 
by substituting ‘$10,000’ for ‘$6,000’, and 

‘‘(B) such subparagraph (B) shall be applied 
by substituting ‘$833.33’ for ‘$500’.’’. 

(4) REPEAL OF SEPARATE WELFARE-TO-WORK 
CREDIT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 51A is hereby re-
pealed. 

(B) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for subpart F of part IV of sub-
chapter A of chapter 1 is amended by strik-
ing the item relating to section 51A. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendments made by this 
section shall apply to individuals who begin 
work for the employer after December 31, 
2005. 

(2) CONSOLIDATION.—The amendments made 
by subsections (b), (c), (d), and (e) shall apply 
to individuals who begin work for the em-
ployer after December 31, 2006. 

SEC. 206. ELECTION TO INCLUDE COMBAT PAY AS 
EARNED INCOME FOR PURPOSES OF 
EARNED INCOME CREDIT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 32(c)(2)(B)(vi)(II) 
is amended by striking ‘‘2007’’ and inserting 
‘‘2008’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2006. 
SEC. 207. EXTENSION AND MODIFICATION OF 

QUALIFIED ZONE ACADEMY BONDS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section 
1397E(e) is amended by striking ‘‘and 2005’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2005, 2006, and 2007’’. 

(b) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO EXPENDI-
TURES, ARBITRAGE, AND REPORTING.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1397E is amend-
ed— 

(A) in subsection (d)(1), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
at the end of subparagraph (C)(iii), by strik-
ing the period at the end of subparagraph (D) 
and inserting ‘‘, and’’, and by adding at the 
end the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(E) the issue meets the requirements of 
subsections (f), (g), and (h).’’, and 

(B) by redesignating subsections (f), (g), 
(h), and (i) as subsection (i), (j), (k), and (l), 
respectively, and by inserting after sub-
section (e) the following new subsections: 

‘‘(f) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO EXPENDI-
TURES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An issue shall be treated 
as meeting the requirements of this sub-
section if, as of the date of issuance, the 
issuer reasonably expects— 

‘‘(A) at least 95 percent of the proceeds 
from the sale of the issue are to be spent for 
1 or more qualified purposes with respect to 
qualified zone academies within the 5-year 
period beginning on the date of issuance of 
the qualified zone academy bond, 

‘‘(B) a binding commitment with a third 
party to spend at least 10 percent of the pro-
ceeds from the sale of the issue will be in-
curred within the 6-month period beginning 
on the date of issuance of the qualified zone 
academy bond, and 

‘‘(C) such purposes will be completed with 
due diligence and the proceeds from the sale 
of the issue will be spent with due diligence. 

‘‘(2) EXTENSION OF PERIOD.—Upon submis-
sion of a request prior to the expiration of 
the period described in paragraph (1)(A), the 
Secretary may extend such period if the 
issuer establishes that the failure to satisfy 
the 5-year requirement is due to reasonable 
cause and the related purposes will continue 
to proceed with due diligence. 

‘‘(3) FAILURE TO SPEND REQUIRED AMOUNT OF 
BOND PROCEEDS WITHIN 5 YEARS.—To the ex-
tent that less than 95 percent of the proceeds 
of such issue are expended by the close of the 
5-year period beginning on the date of 
issuance (or if an extension has been ob-
tained under paragraph (2), by the close of 
the extended period), the issuer shall redeem 
all of the nonqualified bonds within 90 days 
after the end of such period. For purposes of 
this paragraph, the amount of the non-
qualified bonds required to be redeemed shall 
be determined in the same manner as under 
section 142. 

‘‘(g) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO ARBI-
TRAGE.—An issue shall be treated as meeting 
the requirements of this subsection if the 
issuer satisfies the arbitrage requirements of 
section 148 with respect to proceeds of the 
issue. 

‘‘(h) REPORTING.—Issuers of qualified acad-
emy zone bonds shall submit reports similar 
to the reports required under section 
149(e).’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Sections 
54(l)(3)(B) and 1400N(l)(7)(B)(ii) are each 
amended by striking ‘‘section 1397E(i)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘section 1397E(l)’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
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(1) EXTENSION.—The amendment made by 

subsection (a) shall apply to obligations 
issued after December 31, 2005. 

(2) SPECIAL RULES.—The amendments made 
by subsection (b) shall apply to obligations 
issued after the date of the enactment of this 
Act pursuant to allocations of the national 
zone academy bond limitation for calendar 
years after 2005. 
SEC. 208. ABOVE-THE-LINE DEDUCTION FOR CER-

TAIN EXPENSES OF ELEMENTARY 
AND SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACH-
ERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (D) of sec-
tion 62(a)(2) is amended by striking ‘‘or 2005’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2005, 2006, or 2007’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 209. EXTENSION AND EXPANSION OF EX-

PENSING OF BROWNFIELDS REMEDI-
ATION COSTS. 

(a) EXTENSION.—Subsection (h) of section 
198 is amended by striking ‘‘2005’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘2007’’. 

(b) EXPANSION.—Section 198(d)(1) (defining 
hazardous substance) is amended by striking 
‘‘and’’ at the end of subparagraph (A), by 
striking the period at the end of subpara-
graph (B) and inserting ‘‘, and’’, and by add-
ing at the end the following new subpara-
graph: 

‘‘(C) any petroleum product (as defined in 
section 4612(a)(3)).’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to expendi-
tures paid or incurred after December 31, 
2005. 
SEC. 210. TAX INCENTIVES FOR INVESTMENT IN 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
(a) DESIGNATION OF ZONE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (f) of section 

1400 is amended by striking ‘‘2005’’ both 
places it appears and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to peri-
ods beginning after December 31, 2005. 

(b) TAX-EXEMPT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
BONDS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (b) of section 
1400A is amended by striking ‘‘2005’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2007’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall apply to bonds 
issued after December 31, 2005. 

(c) ZERO PERCENT CAPITAL GAINS RATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (b) of section 

1400B is amended by striking ‘‘2006’’ each 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘2008’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) Section 1400B(e)(2) is amended— 
(i) by striking ‘‘2010’’ and inserting ‘‘2012’’, 

and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘2010’’ in the heading there-

of and inserting ‘‘2012’’. 
(B) Section 1400B(g)(2) is amended by strik-

ing ‘‘2010’’ and inserting ‘‘2012’’. 
(C) Section 1400F(d) is amended by striking 

‘‘2010’’ and inserting ‘‘2012’’. 
(3) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(A) EXTENSION.—The amendments made by 

paragraph (1) shall apply to acquisitions 
after December 31, 2005. 

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—The amend-
ments made by paragraph (2) shall take ef-
fect on the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(d) FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYER CREDIT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (i) of section 

1400C is amended by striking ‘‘2006’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2008’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall apply to prop-
erty purchased after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 211. INDIAN EMPLOYMENT TAX CREDIT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 45A(f) is amended 
by striking ‘‘2005’’ and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2005. 

SEC. 212. ACCELERATED DEPRECIATION FOR 
BUSINESS PROPERTY ON INDIAN 
RESERVATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 168(j)(8) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘2005’’ and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 213. FIFTEEN-YEAR STRAIGHT-LINE COST 

RECOVERY FOR QUALIFIED LEASE-
HOLD IMPROVEMENTS AND QUALI-
FIED RESTAURANT PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Clauses (iv) and (v) of sec-
tion 168(e)(3)(E) are each amended by strik-
ing ‘‘2006’’ and inserting ‘‘2008’’. 

(b) TREATMENT OF RESTAURANT PROPERTY 
TO INCLUDE NEW CONSTRUCTION.—Paragraph 
(7) of section 168(e) (relating to classification 
of property) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(7) QUALIFIED RESTAURANT PROPERTY.— 
The term ‘qualified restaurant property’ 
means any section 1250 property which is a 
building or an improvement to a building if 
more than 50 percent of the building’s square 
footage is devoted to preparation of, and 
seating for on-premises consumption of, pre-
pared meals.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) SUBSECTION (a).—The amendments made 

by subsection (a) shall apply to property 
placed in service after December 31, 2005. 

(2) SUBSECTION (b).—The amendment made 
by subsection (b) shall apply to property 
placed in service after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 214. COVER OVER OF TAX ON DISTILLED 

SPIRITS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7652(f)(1) is 

amended by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘2008’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to articles 
brought into the United States after Decem-
ber 31, 2005. 
SEC. 215. PARITY IN APPLICATION OF CERTAIN 

LIMITS TO MENTAL HEALTH BENE-
FITS. 

(a) AMENDMENT TO THE INTERNAL REVENUE 
CODE OF 1986.—Section 9812(f)(3) is amended 
by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT TO THE EMPLOYEE RETIRE-
MENT INCOME SECURITY ACT OF 1974.—Section 
712(f) of the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1185a(f)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘2007’’. 

(c) AMENDMENT TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH 
SERVICE ACT.—Section 2705(f) of the Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300gg–5(f)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2006’’and inserting 
‘‘2007’’. 
SEC. 216. CORPORATE DONATIONS OF SCI-

ENTIFIC PROPERTY USED FOR RE-
SEARCH AND OF COMPUTER TECH-
NOLOGY AND EQUIPMENT. 

(a) EXTENSION OF COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY 
AND EQUIPMENT DONATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 170(e)(6)(G) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2005’’ and inserting 
‘‘2007’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by paragraph (1) shall apply to con-
tributions made in taxable years beginning 
after December 31, 2005. 

(b) EXPANSION OF CHARITABLE CONTRIBU-
TION ALLOWED FOR SCIENTIFIC PROPERTY 
USED FOR RESEARCH AND FOR COMPUTER 
TECHNOLOGY AND EQUIPMENT USED FOR EDU-
CATIONAL PURPOSES.— 

(1) SCIENTIFIC PROPERTY USED FOR RE-
SEARCH.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Clause (ii) of section 
170(e)(4)(B) (defining qualified research con-
tributions) is amended by inserting ‘‘or as-
sembled’’ after ‘‘constructed’’. 

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Clause (iii) 
of section 170(e)(4)(B) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘or assembly’’ after ‘‘construction’’. 

(2) COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY AND EQUIPMENT 
FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Clause (ii) of section 
170(e)(6)(B) is amended by inserting ‘‘or as-
sembled’’ after ‘‘constructed’’ and ‘‘or assem-
bling’’ after ‘‘construction’’. 

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subpara-
graph (D) of section 170(e)(6) is amended by 
inserting ‘‘or assembled’’ after ‘‘con-
structed’’ and ‘‘or assembly’’ after ‘‘con-
struction’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to tax-
able years beginning after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 217. AVAILABILITY OF MEDICAL SAVINGS 

ACCOUNTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraphs (2) and (3)(B) 

of section 220(i) are each amended by strik-
ing ‘‘2005’’ each place it appears in the text 
and headings and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Paragraph (2) of section 220(j) is amend-

ed— 
(A) in the text by striking ‘‘or 2004’’ each 

place it appears and inserting ‘‘2004, 2005, or 
2006’’, and 

(B) in the heading by striking ‘‘OR 2004’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2004, 2005, OR 2006’’ . 

(2) Subparagraph (A) of section 220(j)(4) is 
amended by striking ‘‘and 2004’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘2004, 2005, and 2006’’. 

(c) TIME FOR FILING REPORTS, ETC.— 
(1) The report required by section 220(j)(4) 

of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to be 
made on August 1, 2005, shall be treated as 
timely if made before the close of the 90-day 
period beginning on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

(2) The determination and publication re-
quired by section 220(j)(5) of such Code with 
respect to calendar year 2005 shall be treated 
as timely if made before the close of the 120- 
day period beginning on the date of the en-
actment of this Act. If the determination 
under the preceding sentence is that 2005 is a 
cut-off year under section 220(i) of such Code, 
the cut-off date under such section 220(i) 
shall be the last day of such 120-day period. 
SEC. 218. TAXABLE INCOME LIMIT ON PERCENT-

AGE DEPLETION FOR OIL AND NAT-
URAL GAS PRODUCED FROM MAR-
GINAL PROPERTIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 613A(c)(6)(H) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘2008’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 219. AMERICAN SAMOA ECONOMIC DEVEL-

OPMENT CREDIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of section 

30A of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, a 
domestic corporation shall be treated as a 
qualified domestic corporation to which such 
section applies if such corporation— 

(1) is an existing credit claimant with re-
spect to American Samoa, and 

(2) elected the application of section 936 of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 for its last 
taxable year beginning before January 1, 
2006. 

(b) SPECIAL RULES FOR APPLICATION OF SEC-
TION.—The following rules shall apply in ap-
plying section 30A of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 for purposes of this section: 

(1) AMOUNT OF CREDIT.—Notwithstanding 
section 30A(a)(1) of such Code, the amount of 
the credit determined under section 30A(a)(1) 
of such Code for any taxable year shall be 
the amount determined under section 30A(d) 
of such Code, except that section 30A(d) shall 
be applied without regard to paragraph (3) 
thereof. 

(2) SEPARATE APPLICATION.—In applying 
section 30A(a)(3) of such Code in the case of 
a corporation treated as a qualified domestic 
corporation by reason of this section, section 
30A of such Code (and so much of section 936 
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of such Code as relates to such section 30A) 
shall be applied separately with respect to 
American Samoa. 

(3) FOREIGN TAX CREDIT ALLOWED.—Not-
withstanding section 30A(e) of such Code, the 
provisions of section 936(c) of such Code shall 
not apply with respect to the credit allowed 
by reason of this section. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, any term which is used in this section 
which is also used in section 30A or 936 of 
such Code shall have the same meaning 
given such term by such section 30A or 936. 

(d) APPLICATION OF SECTION.—Notwith-
standing section 30A(h) or section 936(j) of 
such Code, this section (and so much of sec-
tion 30A and section 936 of such Code as re-
lates to this section) shall apply to the first 
two taxable years of a corporation to which 
subsection (a) applies which begin after De-
cember 31, 2005, and before January 1, 2008. 
SEC. 220. RESTRUCTURING OF NEW YORK LIB-

ERTY ZONE TAX CREDITS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Part I of subchapter Y of 

chapter 1 is amended by redesignating sec-
tion 1400L as 1400K and by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 1400L. NEW YORK LIBERTY ZONE TAX 

CREDITS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a New 

York Liberty Zone governmental unit, there 
shall be allowed as a credit against any taxes 
imposed for any payroll period by section 
3402 for which such governmental unit is lia-
ble under section 3403 an amount equal to so 
much of the portion of the qualifying project 
expenditure amount allocated under sub-
section (b)(3) to such governmental unit for 
the calendar year as is allocated by such 
governmental unit to such period under sub-
section (b)(4). 

‘‘(b) QUALIFYING PROJECT EXPENDITURE 
AMOUNT.—For purposes of this section— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualifying 
project expenditure amount’ means, with re-
spect to any calendar year, the sum of— 

‘‘(A) the total expenditures paid or in-
curred during such calendar year by all New 
York Liberty Zone governmental units and 
the Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey for any portion of qualifying projects 
located wholly within the City of New York, 
New York, and 

‘‘(B) any such expenditures— 
‘‘(i) paid or incurred in any preceding cal-

endar year which begins after the date of en-
actment of this section, and 

‘‘(ii) not previously allocated under para-
graph (3). 

‘‘(2) QUALIFYING PROJECT.—The term ‘quali-
fying project’ means any transportation in-
frastructure project, including highways, 
mass transit systems, railroads, airports, 
ports, and waterways, in or connecting with 
the New York Liberty Zone (as defined in 
section 1400K(h)), which is designated as a 
qualifying project under this section jointly 
by the Governor of the State of New York 
and the Mayor of the City of New York, New 
York. 

‘‘(3) GENERAL ALLOCATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Governor of the 

State of New York and the Mayor of the City 
of New York, New York, shall jointly allo-
cate to each New York Liberty Zone govern-
mental unit the portion of the qualifying 
project expenditure amount which may be 
taken into account by such governmental 
unit under subsection (a) for any calendar 
year in the credit period. 

‘‘(B) AGGREGATE LIMIT.—The aggregate 
amount which may be allocated under sub-
paragraph (A) for all calendar years in the 
credit period shall not exceed $1,750,000,000. 

‘‘(C) ANNUAL LIMIT.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The aggregate amount 

which may be allocated under subparagraph 

(A) for any calendar year in the credit period 
shall not exceed the sum of— 

‘‘(I) the applicable limit, plus 
‘‘(II) the aggregate amount authorized to 

be allocated under this paragraph for all pre-
ceding calendar years in the credit period 
which was not so allocated. 

‘‘(ii) APPLICABLE LIMIT.—For purposes of 
clause (i), the applicable limit for any cal-
endar year is— 

‘‘(I) in the case of calendar years 2007 
through 2016, $100,000,000, 

‘‘(II) in the case of calendar year 2017 or 
2018, $200,000,000, 

‘‘(III) in the case of calendar year 2019, 
$150,000,000, 

‘‘(IV) in the case of calendar year 2020 or 
2021, $100,000,000, and 

‘‘(V) in the case of any calendar year after 
2021, zero. 

‘‘(D) UNALLOCATED AMOUNTS AT END OF 
CREDIT PERIOD.—If, as of the close of the 
credit period, the amount under subpara-
graph (B) exceeds the aggregate amount allo-
cated under subparagraph (A) for all cal-
endar years in the credit period, the Gov-
ernor of the State of New York and the 
Mayor of the City of New York, New York, 
may jointly allocate to New York Liberty 
Zone governmental units for any calendar 
year in the 5-year period following the credit 
period an amount equal to— 

‘‘(i) the lesser of— 
‘‘(I) such excess, or 
‘‘(II) the qualifying project expenditure 

amount for such calendar year, reduced by 
‘‘(ii) the aggregate amount allocated under 

this subparagraph for all preceding calendar 
years. 

‘‘(4) ALLOCATION TO PAYROLL PERIODS.— 
Each New York Liberty Zone governmental 
unit which has been allocated a portion of 
the qualifying project expenditure amount 
under paragraph (3) for a calendar year may 
allocate such portion to payroll periods be-
ginning in such calendar year as such gov-
ernmental unit determines appropriate. 

‘‘(c) CARRYOVER OF UNUSED ALLOCATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), if the amount allocated under 
subsection (b)(3) to a New York Liberty Zone 
governmental unit for any calendar year ex-
ceeds the aggregate taxes imposed by section 
3402 for which such governmental unit is lia-
ble under section 3403 for periods beginning 
in such year, such excess shall be carried to 
the succeeding calendar year and added to 
the allocation of such governmental unit for 
such succeeding calendar year. No amount 
may be carried under the preceding sentence 
to a calendar year after 2026. 

‘‘(2) REALLOCATION.—If a New York Liberty 
Zone governmental unit does not use an 
amount allocated to it under subsection 
(b)(3) within the time prescribed by the Gov-
ernor of the State of New York and the 
Mayor of the City of New York, New York, 
then such amount shall after such time be 
treated for purposes of subsection (b)(3) in 
the same manner as if it had never been allo-
cated. 

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS AND SPECIAL RULES.—For 
purposes of this section— 

‘‘(1) CREDIT PERIOD.—The term ‘credit pe-
riod’ means the 15-year period beginning on 
January 1, 2007. 

‘‘(2) NEW YORK LIBERTY ZONE GOVERN-
MENTAL UNIT.—The term ‘New York Liberty 
Zone governmental unit’ means— 

‘‘(A) the State of New York, 
‘‘(B) the City of New York, New York, and 
‘‘(C) any agency or instrumentality of such 

State or City. 
‘‘(3) TREATMENT OF FUNDS.—Any expendi-

ture for a qualifying project taken into ac-
count for purposes of the credit under this 
section shall be considered State and local 

funds for the purpose of any Federal pro-
gram. 

‘‘(4) TREATMENT OF CREDIT AMOUNTS FOR 
PURPOSES OF WITHHOLDING TAXES.—For pur-
poses of this title, a New York Liberty Zone 
governmental unit shall be treated as having 
paid to the Secretary, on the day on which 
wages are paid to employees, an amount 
equal to the amount of the credit allowed to 
such entity under subsection (a) with respect 
to such wages, but only if such governmental 
unit deducts and withholds wages for such 
payroll period under section 3401 (relating to 
wage withholding). 

‘‘(e) REPORTING.—The Governor of the 
State of New York and the Mayor of the City 
of New York, New York, shall jointly submit 
to the Secretary an annual report— 

‘‘(1) which certifies— 
‘‘(A) the qualifying project expenditure 

amount for the calendar year, and 
‘‘(B) the amount allocated to each New 

York Liberty Zone governmental unit under 
subsection (b)(3) for the calendar year, and 

‘‘(2) includes such other information as the 
Secretary may require to carry out this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(f) GUIDANCE.—The Secretary may pre-
scribe such guidance as may be necessary or 
appropriate to ensure compliance with the 
purposes of this section. 

‘‘(g) TERMINATION.—No credit shall be al-
lowed under subsection (a) for any calender 
year after 2026.’’. 

(b) TERMINATION OF CERTAIN NEW YORK 
LIBERTY ZONE BENEFITS.— 

(1) SPECIAL ALLOWANCE AND EXPENSING.— 
Section 1400K(b)(2)(A)(v), as redesignated by 
subsection (a), is amended by striking ‘‘the 
termination date’’ and inserting ‘‘the date of 
the enactment of the Fair Minimum Wage 
and Extension of Tax Relief Act or the ter-
mination date if pursuant to a binding con-
tract in effect on such enactment date’’. 

(2) LEASEHOLD.—Section 1400K(c)(2)(B), as 
so redesignated, is amended by striking ‘‘be-
fore January 1, 2007’’ and inserting ‘‘on or be-
fore the date of the enactment of the Fair 
Minimum Wage and Extension of Tax Relief 
Act or before January 1, 2007, if pursuant to 
a binding contract in effect on such enact-
ment date’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 38(c)(3)(B) is amended by strik-

ing ‘‘section 1400L(a)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
1400K(a)’’. 

(2) Section 168(k)(2)(D)(ii) is amended by 
striking ‘‘section 1400L(c)(2)’’ and inserting 
‘‘1400K(c)(2)’’. 

(3) The table of sections for part I of sub-
chapter Y of chapter 1 is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘1400L’’ and inserting ‘‘1400K’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendments made by this 
section shall apply to periods beginning after 
December 31, 2006. 

(2) SUBSECTION (b).—The amendments made 
by subsection (b) shall take effect as if in-
cluded in section 301 of the Job Creation and 
Worker Assistance Act of 2002. 
SEC. 221. EXTENSION OF BONUS DEPRECIATION 

FOR CERTAIN QUALIFIED GULF OP-
PORTUNITY ZONE PROPERTY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section 
1400N is amended by adding at the end the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) EXTENSION FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any speci-

fied Gulf Opportunity Zone extension prop-
erty, paragraph (2)(A) shall be applied with-
out regard to clause (v) thereof. 

‘‘(B) SPECIFIED GULF OPPORTUNITY ZONE EX-
TENSION PROPERTY.—For purposes of this 
paragraph, the term ‘specified Gulf Oppor-
tunity Zone extension property’ means prop-
erty— 
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‘‘(i) substantially all of the use of which is 

in one or more specified portions of the GO 
Zone, and 

‘‘(ii) which is— 
‘‘(I) nonresidential real property or resi-

dential rental property which is placed in 
service by the taxpayer on or before Decem-
ber 31, 2009, or 

‘‘(II) in the case of a taxpayer who places 
a building described in subclause (I) in serv-
ice on or before December 31, 2009, property 
described in section 168(k)(2)(A)(i) if substan-
tially all of the use of such property is in 
such building and such property is placed in 
service by the taxpayer not later than 90 
days after such building is placed in service. 

‘‘(C) SPECIFIED PORTIONS OF THE GO ZONE.— 
For purposes of this paragraph, the term 
‘specified portions of the GO Zone’ means 
those portions of the GO Zone which are in 
any county or parish which is identified by 
the Secretary as being a county or parish in 
which hurricanes occurring during 2005 dam-
aged (in the aggregate) more than 40 percent 
of the housing units in such county or parish 
which were occupied (determined according 
to the 2000 Census).’’. 

(b) EXTENSION NOT APPLICABLE TO IN-
CREASED SECTION 179 EXPENSING.—Paragraph 
(2) of section 1400N(e) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘without regard to subsection (d)(6)’’ 
after ‘‘subsection (d)(2)’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in section 101 of the Gulf Oppor-
tunity Zone Act of 2005. 
SEC. 222. AUTHORITY FOR UNDERCOVER OPER-

ATIONS. 
Paragraph (6) of section 7608(c) (relating to 

application of section) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘2007’’ both places it appears and insert-
ing ‘‘2008’’. 
SEC. 223. DISCLOSURES OF CERTAIN TAX RE-

TURN INFORMATION. 
(a) DISCLOSURES TO FACILITATE COMBINED 

EMPLOYMENT TAX REPORTING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (B) of sec-

tion 6103(d)(5) (relating to termination) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘2007’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by paragraph (1) shall apply to disclo-
sures after December 31, 2006. 

(b) DISCLOSURES RELATING TO TERRORIST 
ACTIVITIES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Clause (iv) of section 
6103(i)(3)(C) and subparagraph (E) of section 
6103(i)(7) are each amended by striking 
‘‘2006’’ and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by paragraph (1) shall apply to disclo-
sures after December 31, 2006. 

(c) DISCLOSURES RELATING TO STUDENT 
LOANS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (D) of sec-
tion 6103(l)(13) (relating to termination) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2006’’ and inserting 
‘‘2007’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by paragraph (1) shall apply to re-
quests made after December 31, 2006. 

Subtitle B—Other Provisions 
SEC. 231. DEDUCTION ALLOWABLE WITH RE-

SPECT TO INCOME ATTRIBUTABLE 
TO DOMESTIC PRODUCTION ACTIVI-
TIES IN PUERTO RICO. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section 
199 (relating to definitions and special rules) 
is amended by redesignating paragraph (8) as 
paragraph (9) and by inserting after para-
graph (7) the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(8) TREATMENT OF ACTIVITIES IN PUERTO 
RICO.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any tax-
payer with gross receipts for any taxable 
year from sources within the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, if all of such receipts are tax-

able under section 1 or 11 for such taxable 
year, then for purposes of determining the 
domestic production gross receipts of such 
taxpayer for such taxable year under sub-
section (c)(4), the term ‘United States’ shall 
include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULE FOR APPLYING WAGE LIM-
ITATION.—In the case of any taxpayer de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), for purposes of 
applying the limitation under subsection (b) 
for any taxable year, the determination of 
W–2 wages of such taxpayer shall be made 
without regard to any exclusion under sec-
tion 3401(a)(8) for remuneration paid for serv-
ices performed in Puerto Rico. 

‘‘(C) TERMINATION.—This paragraph shall 
apply only with respect to the first 2 taxable 
years of the taxpayer beginning after Decem-
ber 31, 2005, and before January 1, 2008.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2005. 

SEC. 232. CREDIT FOR PRIOR YEAR MINIMUM TAX 
LIABILITY MADE REFUNDABLE 
AFTER PERIOD OF YEARS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 53 (relating to 
credit for prior year minimum tax liability) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(e) SPECIAL RULE FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH 
LONG-TERM UNUSED CREDITS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If an individual has a 
long-term unused minimum tax credit for 
any taxable year beginning before January 1, 
2013, the amount determined under sub-
section (c) for such taxable year shall not be 
less than the AMT refundable credit amount 
for such taxable year. 

‘‘(2) AMT REFUNDABLE CREDIT AMOUNT.—For 
purposes of paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘AMT refund-
able credit amount’ means, with respect to 
any taxable year, the amount equal to the 
greater of— 

‘‘(i) the lesser of— 
‘‘(I) $5,000, or 
‘‘(II) the amount of long-term unused min-

imum tax credit for such taxable year, or 
‘‘(ii) 20 percent of the amount of such cred-

it. 
‘‘(B) PHASEOUT OF AMT REFUNDABLE CREDIT 

AMOUNT.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an indi-

vidual whose adjusted gross income for any 
taxable year exceeds the threshold amount 
(within the meaning of section 151(d)(3)(C)), 
the AMT refundable credit amount deter-
mined under subparagraph (A) for such tax-
able year shall be reduced by the applicable 
percentage (within the meaning of section 
151(d)(3)(B)). 

‘‘(ii) ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME.—For pur-
poses of clause (i), adjusted gross income 
shall be determined without regard to sec-
tions 911, 931, and 933. 

‘‘(3) LONG-TERM UNUSED MINIMUM TAX CRED-
IT.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the term ‘long-term unused min-
imum tax credit’ means, with respect to any 
taxable year, the portion of the minimum 
tax credit determined under subsection (b) 
attributable to the adjusted net minimum 
tax for taxable years before the 3rd taxable 
year immediately preceding such taxable 
year. 

‘‘(B) FIRST-IN, FIRST-OUT ORDERING RULE.— 
For purposes of subparagraph (A), credits 
shall be treated as allowed under subsection 
(a) on a first-in, first-out basis. 

‘‘(4) CREDIT REFUNDABLE.—For purposes of 
this title (other than this section), the credit 
allowed by reason of this subsection shall be 
treated as if it were allowed under subpart 
C.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 

(1) Section 6211(b)(4)(A) is amended by 
striking ‘‘and 34’’ and inserting ‘‘34, and 
53(e)’’. 

(2) Paragraph (2) of section 1324(b) of title 
31, United States Code, is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘or 53(e)’’ after ‘‘section 35’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 233. RETURNS REQUIRED IN CONNECTION 

WITH CERTAIN OPTIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—So much of section 6039(a) 

as follows paragraph (2) is amended to read 
as follows: 
‘‘shall, for such calendar year, make a return 
at such time and in such manner, and setting 
forth such information, as the Secretary 
may by regulations prescribe.’’. 

(b) STATEMENTS TO PERSONS WITH RESPECT 
TO WHOM INFORMATION IS FURNISHED.—Sec-
tion 6039 is amended by redesignating sub-
sections (b) and (c) as subsection (c) and (d), 
respectively, and by inserting after sub-
section (a) the following new subsection: 

‘‘(b) STATEMENTS TO BE FURNISHED TO PER-
SONS WITH RESPECT TO WHOM INFORMATION IS 
REPORTED.—Every corporation making a re-
turn under subsection (a) shall furnish to 
each person whose name is set forth in such 
return a written statement setting forth 
such information as the Secretary may by 
regulations prescribe. The written statement 
required under the preceding sentence shall 
be furnished to such person on or before Jan-
uary 31 of the year following the calendar 
year for which the return under subsection 
(a) was made.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 6724(d)(1)(B) is amended by 

striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of clause (xvii), by 
striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of clause (xviii) 
and inserting ‘‘or’’, and by adding at the end 
the following new clause: 

‘‘(xix) section 6039(a) (relating to returns 
required with respect to certain options), 
and’’. 

(2) Section 6724(d)(2)(B) is amended by 
striking ‘‘section 6039(a)’’ and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 6039(b)’’. 

(3) The heading of section 6039 and the item 
relating to such section in the table of sec-
tions of subpart A of part III of subchapter A 
of chapter 61 of such Code are each amended 
by striking ‘‘Information’’ and inserting 
‘‘Returns’’. 

(4) The heading of subsection (a) of section 
6039 is amended by striking ‘‘FURNISHING OF 
INFORMATION’’ and inserting ‘‘REQUIREMENT 
OF REPORTING’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to calendar 
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 234. PARTIAL EXPENSING FOR ADVANCED 

MINE SAFETY EQUIPMENT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Part VI of subchapter B 

of chapter 1 is amended by inserting after 
section 179D the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 179E. ELECTION TO EXPENSE ADVANCED 

MINE SAFETY EQUIPMENT. 

‘‘(a) TREATMENT AS EXPENSES.—A taxpayer 
may elect to treat 50 percent of the cost of 
any qualified advanced mine safety equip-
ment property as an expense which is not 
chargeable to capital account. Any cost so 
treated shall be allowed as a deduction for 
the taxable year in which the qualified ad-
vanced mine safety equipment property is 
placed in service. 

‘‘(b) ELECTION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An election under this 

section for any taxable year shall be made on 
the taxpayer’s return of the tax imposed by 
this chapter for the taxable year. Such elec-
tion shall specify the advanced mine safety 
equipment property to which the election ap-
plies and shall be made in such manner as 
the Secretary may by regulations prescribe. 
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‘‘(2) ELECTION IRREVOCABLE.—Any election 

made under this section may not be revoked 
except with the consent of the Secretary. 

‘‘(c) QUALIFIED ADVANCED MINE SAFETY 
EQUIPMENT PROPERTY.—For purposes of this 
section, the term ‘qualified advanced mine 
safety equipment property’ means any ad-
vanced mine safety equipment property for 
use in any underground mine located in the 
United States— 

‘‘(1) the original use of which commences 
with the taxpayer, and 

‘‘(2) which is placed in service by the tax-
payer after the date of the enactment of this 
section. 

‘‘(d) ADVANCED MINE SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
PROPERTY.—For purposes of this section, the 
term ‘advanced mine safety equipment prop-
erty’ means any of the following: 

‘‘(1) Emergency communication tech-
nology or device which is used to allow a 
miner to maintain constant communication 
with an individual who is not in the mine. 

‘‘(2) Electronic identification and location 
device which allows an individual who is not 
in the mine to track at all times the move-
ments and location of miners working in or 
at the mine. 

‘‘(3) Emergency oxygen-generating, self- 
rescue device which provides oxygen for at 
least 90 minutes. 

‘‘(4) Pre-positioned supplies of oxygen 
which (in combination with self-rescue de-
vices) can be used to provide each miner on 
a shift, in the event of an accident or other 
event which traps the miner in the mine or 
otherwise necessitates the use of such a self- 
rescue device, the ability to survive for at 
least 48 hours. 

‘‘(5) Comprehensive atmospheric moni-
toring system which monitors the levels of 
carbon monoxide, methane, and oxygen that 
are present in all areas of the mine and 
which can detect smoke in the case of a fire 
in a mine. 

‘‘(e) COORDINATION WITH SECTION 179.—No 
expenditures shall be taken into account 
under subsection (a) with respect to the por-
tion of the cost of any property specified in 
an election under section 179. 

‘‘(f) REPORTING.—No deduction shall be al-
lowed under subsection (a) to any taxpayer 
for any taxable year unless such taxpayer 
files with the Secretary a report containing 
such information with respect to the oper-
ation of the mines of the taxpayer as the 
Secretary shall require. 

‘‘(g) TERMINATION.—This section shall not 
apply to property placed in service after De-
cember 31, 2008.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 263(a)(1) is amended by striking 

‘‘or’’ at the end of subparagraph (J), by strik-
ing the period at the end of subparagraph (K) 
and inserting ‘‘, or’’, and by inserting after 
subparagraph (K) the following new subpara-
graph: 

‘‘(L) expenditures for which a deduction is 
allowed under section 179E.’’. 

(2) Section 312(k)(3)(B) is amended by 
striking ‘‘or 179D’’ each place it appears in 
the heading and text thereof and inserting 
‘‘179D, or 179E’’. 

(3) Paragraphs (2)(C) and (3)(C) of section 
1245(a) are each amended by inserting 
‘‘179E,’’ after ‘‘179D,’’. 

(4) The table of sections for part VI of sub-
chapter B of chapter 1 is amended by insert-
ing after the item relating to section 179D 
the following new item: 

‘‘Sec. 179E. Election to expense advanced 
mine safety equipment.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to costs 
paid or incurred after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

SEC. 235. MINE RESCUE TEAM TRAINING TAX 
CREDIT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subpart D of part IV of 
subchapter A of chapter 1 (relating to busi-
ness related credits) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 45N. MINE RESCUE TEAM TRAINING CRED-

IT. 
‘‘(a) AMOUNT OF CREDIT.—For purposes of 

section 38, the mine rescue team training 
credit determined under this section with re-
spect to each qualified mine rescue team em-
ployee of an eligible employer for any tax-
able year is an amount equal to the lesser 
of— 

‘‘(1) 20 percent of the amount paid or in-
curred by the taxpayer during the taxable 
year with respect to the training program 
costs of such qualified mine rescue team em-
ployee (including wages of such employee 
while attending such program), or 

‘‘(2) $10,000. 
‘‘(b) QUALIFIED MINE RESCUE TEAM EM-

PLOYEE.—For purposes of this section, the 
term ‘qualified mine rescue team employee’ 
means with respect to any taxable year any 
full-time employee of the taxpayer who is— 

‘‘(1) a miner eligible for more than 6 
months of such taxable year to serve as a 
mine rescue team member as a result of 
completing, at a minimum, an initial 20-hour 
course of instruction as prescribed by the 
Mine Safety and Health Administration’s Of-
fice of Educational Policy and Development, 
or 

‘‘(2) a miner eligible for more than 6 
months of such taxable year to serve as a 
mine rescue team member by virtue of re-
ceiving at least 40 hours of refresher training 
in such instruction. 

‘‘(c) ELIGIBLE EMPLOYER.—For purposes of 
this section, the term ‘eligible employer’ 
means any taxpayer which employs individ-
uals as miners in underground mines in the 
United States. 

‘‘(d) WAGES.—For purposes of this section, 
the term ‘wages’ has the meaning given to 
such term by subsection (b) of section 3306 
(determined without regard to any dollar 
limitation contained in such section). 

‘‘(e) TERMINATION.—This section shall not 
apply to taxable years beginning after De-
cember 31, 2008.’’. 

(b) CREDIT MADE PART OF GENERAL BUSI-
NESS CREDIT.—Section 38(b) is amended by 
striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph (29), 
by striking the period at the end of para-
graph (30) and inserting ‘‘, plus’’, and by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(31) the mine rescue team training credit 
determined under section 45N(a).’’. 

(c) NO DOUBLE BENEFIT.—Section 280C is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(e) MINE RESCUE TEAM TRAINING CREDIT.— 
No deduction shall be allowed for that por-
tion of the expenses otherwise allowable as a 
deduction for the taxable year which is equal 
to the amount of the credit determined for 
the taxable year under section 45N(a).’’. 

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for subpart D of part IV of sub-
chapter A of chapter 1 is amended by adding 
at the end the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 45N. Mine rescue team training cred-

it.’’. 
(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 2005. 
SEC. 236. WHISTLEBLOWER REFORMS. 

(a) AWARDS TO WHISTLEBLOWERS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 7623 (relating to 

expenses of detection of underpayments and 
fraud, etc.) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘The Secretary’’ and in-
serting ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’, 

(B) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of para-
graph (1) and inserting ‘‘or’’, 

(C) by striking ‘‘(other than interest)’’, and 
(D) by adding at the end the following new 

subsection: 
‘‘(b) AWARDS TO WHISTLEBLOWERS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary proceeds 

with any administrative or judicial action 
described in subsection (a) based on informa-
tion brought to the Secretary’s attention by 
an individual, such individual shall, subject 
to paragraph (2), receive as an award at least 
15 percent but not more than 30 percent of 
the collected proceeds (including penalties, 
interest, additions to tax, and additional 
amounts) resulting from the action (includ-
ing any related actions) or from any settle-
ment in response to such action. The deter-
mination of the amount of such award by the 
Whistleblower Office shall depend upon the 
extent to which the individual substantially 
contributed to such action. 

‘‘(2) AWARD IN CASE OF LESS SUBSTANTIAL 
CONTRIBUTION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the event the action 
described in paragraph (1) is one which the 
Whistleblower Office determines to be based 
principally on disclosures of specific allega-
tions (other than information provided by 
the individual described in paragraph (1)) re-
sulting from a judicial or administrative 
hearing, from a governmental report, hear-
ing, audit, or investigation, or from the news 
media, the Whistleblower Office may award 
such sums as it considers appropriate, but in 
no case more than 10 percent of the collected 
proceeds (including penalties, interest, addi-
tions to tax, and additional amounts) result-
ing from the action (including any related 
actions) or from any settlement in response 
to such action, taking into account the sig-
nificance of the individual’s information and 
the role of such individual and any legal rep-
resentative of such individual in contrib-
uting to such action. 

‘‘(B) NONAPPLICATION OF PARAGRAPH WHERE 
INDIVIDUAL IS ORIGINAL SOURCE OF INFORMA-
TION.—Subparagraph (A) shall not apply if 
the information resulting in the initiation of 
the action described in paragraph (1) was 
originally provided by the individual de-
scribed in paragraph (1). 

‘‘(3) REDUCTION IN OR DENIAL OF AWARD.—If 
the Whistleblower Office determines that the 
claim for an award under paragraph (1) or (2) 
is brought by an individual who planned and 
initiated the actions that led to the under-
payment of tax or actions described in sub-
section (a)(2), then the Whistleblower Office 
may appropriately reduce such award. If 
such individual is convicted of criminal con-
duct arising from the role described in the 
preceding sentence, the Whistleblower Office 
shall deny any award. 

‘‘(4) APPEAL OF AWARD DETERMINATION.— 
Any determination regarding an award under 
paragraph (1), (2), or (3) may, within 30 days 
of such determination, be appealed to the 
Tax Court (and the Tax Court shall have ju-
risdiction with respect to such matter). 

‘‘(5) APPLICATION OF THIS SUBSECTION.—This 
subsection shall apply with respect to any 
action— 

‘‘(A) against any taxpayer, but in the case 
of any individual, only if such individual’s 
gross income exceeds $200,000 for any taxable 
year subject to such action, and 

‘‘(B) if the tax, penalties, interest, addi-
tions to tax, and additional amounts in dis-
pute exceed $2,000,000. 

‘‘(6) ADDITIONAL RULES.— 
‘‘(A) NO CONTRACT NECESSARY.—No con-

tract with the Internal Revenue Service is 
necessary for any individual to receive an 
award under this subsection. 

‘‘(B) REPRESENTATION.—Any individual de-
scribed in paragraph (1) or (2) may be rep-
resented by counsel. 

‘‘(C) SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION.—No 
award may be made under this subsection 
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based on information submitted to the Sec-
retary unless such information is submitted 
under penalty of perjury.’’. 

(2) ASSIGNMENT TO SPECIAL TRIAL JUDGES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 7443A(b) (relating 

to proceedings which may be assigned to spe-
cial trial judges) is amended by striking 
‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph (4), by redesig-
nating paragraph (5) as paragraph (6), and by 
inserting after paragraph (4) the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) any proceeding under section 
7623(b)(4), and’’. 

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
7443A(c) is amended by striking ‘‘or (4)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘(4), or (5)’’. 

(3) DEDUCTION ALLOWED WHETHER OR NOT 
TAXPAYER ITEMIZES.—Subsection (a) of sec-
tion 62 (relating to general rule defining ad-
justed gross income) is amended by inserting 
after paragraph (20) the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(21) ATTORNEYS FEES RELATING TO AWARDS 
TO WHISTLEBLOWERS.—Any deduction allow-
able under this chapter for attorney fees and 
court costs paid by, or on behalf of, the tax-
payer in connection with any award under 
section 7623(b) (relating to awards to whistle-
blowers). The preceding sentence shall not 
apply to any deduction in excess of the 
amount includible in the taxpayer’s gross in-
come for the taxable year on account of such 
award.’’. 

(b) WHISTLEBLOWER OFFICE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the date 

which is 12 months after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall issue guidance for the oper-
ation of a whistleblower program to be ad-
ministered in the Internal Revenue Service 
by an office to be known as the ‘‘Whistle-
blower Office’’ which— 

(A) shall at all times operate at the direc-
tion of the Commissioner of Internal Rev-
enue and coordinate and consult with other 
divisions in the Internal Revenue Service as 
directed by the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue, 

(B) shall analyze information received 
from any individual described in section 
7623(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
and either investigate the matter itself or 
assign it to the appropriate Internal Revenue 
Service office, and 

(C) in its sole discretion, may ask for addi-
tional assistance from such individual or any 
legal representative of such individual. 

(2) REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE.—The guid-
ance issued under paragraph (1) shall specify 
that any assistance requested under para-
graph (1)(C) shall be under the direction and 
control of the Whistleblower Office or the of-
fice assigned to investigate the matter under 
paragraph (1)(A). No individual or legal rep-
resentative whose assistance is so requested 
may by reason of such request represent 
himself or herself as an employee of the Fed-
eral Government. 

(c) REPORT BY SECRETARY.—The Secretary 
of the Treasury shall each year conduct a 
study and report to Congress on the use of 
section 7623 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, including— 

(1) an analysis of the use of such section 
during the preceding year and the results of 
such use, and 

(2) any legislative or administrative rec-
ommendations regarding the provisions of 
such section and its application. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to infor-
mation provided on or after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 237. FRIVOLOUS TAX SUBMISSIONS. 

(a) CIVIL PENALTIES.—Section 6702 is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘SEC. 6702. FRIVOLOUS TAX SUBMISSIONS. 
‘‘(a) CIVIL PENALTY FOR FRIVOLOUS TAX RE-

TURNS.—A person shall pay a penalty of 
$5,000 if— 

‘‘(1) such person files what purports to be a 
return of a tax imposed by this title but 
which— 

‘‘(A) does not contain information on 
which the substantial correctness of the self- 
assessment may be judged, or 

‘‘(B) contains information that on its face 
indicates that the self-assessment is substan-
tially incorrect, and 

‘‘(2) the conduct referred to in paragraph 
(1)— 

‘‘(A) is based on a position which the Sec-
retary has identified as frivolous under sub-
section (c), or 

‘‘(B) reflects a desire to delay or impede 
the administration of Federal tax laws. 

‘‘(b) CIVIL PENALTY FOR SPECIFIED FRIVO-
LOUS SUBMISSIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IMPOSITION OF PENALTY.—Except as 
provided in paragraph (3), any person who 
submits a specified frivolous submission 
shall pay a penalty of $5,000. 

‘‘(2) SPECIFIED FRIVOLOUS SUBMISSION.—For 
purposes of this section— 

‘‘(A) SPECIFIED FRIVOLOUS SUBMISSION.— 
The term ‘specified frivolous submission’ 
means a specified submission if any portion 
of such submission— 

‘‘(i) is based on a position which the Sec-
retary has identified as frivolous under sub-
section (c), or 

‘‘(ii) reflects a desire to delay or impede 
the administration of Federal tax laws. 

‘‘(B) SPECIFIED SUBMISSION.—The term 
‘specified submission’ means— 

‘‘(i) a request for a hearing under— 
‘‘(I) section 6320 (relating to notice and op-

portunity for hearing upon filing of notice of 
lien), or 

‘‘(II) section 6330 (relating to notice and 
opportunity for hearing before levy), and 

‘‘(ii) an application under— 
‘‘(I) section 6159 (relating to agreements 

for payment of tax liability in installments), 
‘‘(II) section 7122 (relating to com-

promises), or 
‘‘(III) section 7811 (relating to taxpayer as-

sistance orders). 
‘‘(3) OPPORTUNITY TO WITHDRAW SUBMIS-

SION.—If the Secretary provides a person 
with notice that a submission is a specified 
frivolous submission and such person with-
draws such submission within 30 days after 
such notice, the penalty imposed under para-
graph (1) shall not apply with respect to such 
submission. 

‘‘(c) LISTING OF FRIVOLOUS POSITIONS.—The 
Secretary shall prescribe (and periodically 
revise) a list of positions which the Sec-
retary has identified as being frivolous for 
purposes of this subsection. The Secretary 
shall not include in such list any position 
that the Secretary determines meets the re-
quirement of section 6662(d)(2)(B)(ii)(II). 

‘‘(d) REDUCTION OF PENALTY.—The Sec-
retary may reduce the amount of any pen-
alty imposed under this section if the Sec-
retary determines that such reduction would 
promote compliance with and administra-
tion of the Federal tax laws. 

‘‘(e) PENALTIES IN ADDITION TO OTHER PEN-
ALTIES.—The penalties imposed by this sec-
tion shall be in addition to any other penalty 
provided by law.’’. 

(b) TREATMENT OF FRIVOLOUS REQUESTS 
FOR HEARINGS BEFORE LEVY.— 

(1) FRIVOLOUS REQUESTS DISREGARDED.— 
Section 6330 (relating to notice and oppor-
tunity for hearing before levy) is amended by 
adding at the end the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(g) FRIVOLOUS REQUESTS FOR HEARING, 
ETC.—Notwithstanding any other provision 
of this section, if the Secretary determines 

that any portion of a request for a hearing 
under this section or section 6320 meets the 
requirement of clause (i) or (ii) of section 
6702(b)(2)(A), then the Secretary may treat 
such portion as if it were never submitted 
and such portion shall not be subject to any 
further administrative or judicial review.’’. 

(2) PRECLUSION FROM RAISING FRIVOLOUS 
ISSUES AT HEARING.—Section 6330(c)(4) is 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘(A)’’ and inserting 
‘‘(A)(i)’’; 

(B) by striking ‘‘(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘(ii)’’; 
(C) by striking the period at the end of the 

first sentence and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 
(D) by inserting after subparagraph (A)(ii) 

(as so redesignated) the following: 
‘‘(B) the issue meets the requirement of 

clause (i) or (ii) of section 6702(b)(2)(A).’’. 
(3) STATEMENT OF GROUNDS.—Section 

6330(b)(1) is amended by striking ‘‘under sub-
section (a)(3)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘in writing 
under subsection (a)(3)(B) and states the 
grounds for the requested hearing’’. 

(c) TREATMENT OF FRIVOLOUS REQUESTS 
FOR HEARINGS UPON FILING OF NOTICE OF 
LIEN.—Section 6320 is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘under 
subsection (a)(3)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘in writ-
ing under subsection (a)(3)(B) and states the 
grounds for the requested hearing’’, and 

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘and (e)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘(e), and (g)’’. 

(d) TREATMENT OF FRIVOLOUS APPLICATIONS 
FOR OFFERS-IN-COMPROMISE AND INSTALL-
MENT AGREEMENTS.—Section 7122 is amended 
by adding at the end the following new sub-
section: 

‘‘(f) FRIVOLOUS SUBMISSIONS, ETC.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of this sec-
tion, if the Secretary determines that any 
portion of an application for an offer-in-com-
promise or installment agreement submitted 
under this section or section 6159 meets the 
requirement of clause (i) or (ii) of section 
6702(b)(2)(A), then the Secretary may treat 
such portion as if it were never submitted 
and such portion shall not be subject to any 
further administrative or judicial review.’’. 

(e) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for part I of subchapter B of chapter 
68 is amended by striking the item relating 
to section 6702 and inserting the following 
new item: 
‘‘Sec. 6702. Frivolous tax submissions.’’. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to submis-
sions made and issues raised after the date 
on which the Secretary first prescribes a list 
under section 6702(c) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, as amended by subsection (a). 
SEC. 238. ADDITION OF MENINGOCOCCAL AND 

HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS VACCINES 
TO LIST OF TAXABLE VACCINES. 

(a) MENINGOCOCCAL VACCINE.—Section 
4132(a)(1) (defining taxable vaccine) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subparagraph: 

‘‘(O) Any meningococcal vaccine.’’. 
(b) HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS VACCINE.—Sec-

tion 4132(a)(1), as amended by subsection (a), 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subparagraph: 

‘‘(P) Any vaccine against the human 
papillomavirus.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) SALES, ETC.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to sales and uses on 
or after the first day of the first month 
which begins more than 4 weeks after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) DELIVERIES.—For purposes of paragraph 
(1) and section 4131 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, in the case of sales on or before 
the effective date described in such para-
graph for which delivery is made after such 
date, the delivery date shall be considered 
the sale date. 
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SEC. 239. CLARIFICATION OF TAXATION OF CER-

TAIN SETTLEMENT FUNDS MADE 
PERMANENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (g) of section 
468B, as amended by section 201 of the Tax 
Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act 
of 2005, is amended by striking paragraph (3). 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in section 201 of the Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005. 
SEC. 240. MODIFICATION OF ACTIVE BUSINESS 

DEFINITION UNDER SECTION 355 
MADE PERMANENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraphs (A) and 
(D) of section 355(b)(3), as amended by sec-
tion 202 of the Tax Increase Prevention and 
Reconciliation Act of 2005, are each amended 
by striking ‘‘and on or before December 31, 
2010’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in section 202 of the Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005. 
SEC. 241. REVISION OF STATE VETERANS LIMIT 

MADE PERMANENT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (B) of sec-

tion 143(l)(3), as amended by section 203 of 
the Tax Increase Prevention and Reconcili-
ation Act of 2005, is amended by striking 
clause (iv). 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in section 203 of the Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005. 
SEC. 242. CAPITAL GAINS TREATMENT FOR CER-

TAIN SELF-CREATED MUSICAL 
WORKS MADE PERMANENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (3) of section 
1221(b), as amended by section 204 of the Tax 
Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act 
of 2005, is amended by striking ‘‘before Janu-
ary 1, 2011,’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in section 204 of the Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005. 
SEC. 243. REDUCTION IN MINIMUM VESSEL TON-

NAGE WHICH QUALIFIES FOR TON-
NAGE TAX MADE PERMANENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (4) of section 
1355(a), as amended by section 205 of the Tax 
Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act 
of 2005, is amended by striking ‘‘10,000 (6,000, 
in the case of taxable years beginning after 
December 31, 2005, and ending before January 
1, 2011)’’ and inserting ‘‘6,000’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in section 205 of the Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005. 
SEC. 244. MODIFICATION OF SPECIAL ARBITRAGE 

RULE FOR CERTAIN FUNDS MADE 
PERMANENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 206 of the Tax In-
crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
2005 is amended by striking ‘‘and before Au-
gust 31, 2009’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in section 206 of the Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005. 
SEC. 245. GREAT LAKES DOMESTIC SHIPPING TO 

NOT DISQUALIFY VESSEL FROM 
TONNAGE TAX. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1355 (relating to 
definitions and special rules) is amended by 
redesignating subsection (g) as subsection 
(h) and by inserting after subsection (f) the 
following new subsection: 

‘‘(g) GREAT LAKES DOMESTIC SHIPPING TO 
NOT DISQUALIFY VESSEL.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If the electing corpora-
tion elects (at such time and in such manner 
as the Secretary may require) to apply this 
subsection for any taxable year to any quali-
fying vessel which is used in qualified zone 
domestic trade during the taxable year— 

‘‘(A) solely for purposes of subsection 
(a)(4), such use shall be treated as use in 
United States foreign trade (and not as use 
in United States domestic trade), and 

‘‘(B) subsection (f) shall not apply with re-
spect to such vessel for such taxable year. 

‘‘(2) EFFECT OF TEMPORARILY OPERATING 
VESSEL IN UNITED STATES DOMESTIC TRADE.— 
In the case of a qualifying vessel to which 
this subsection applies— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An electing corporation 
shall be treated as using such vessel in quali-
fied zone domestic trade during any period of 
temporary use in the United States domestic 
trade (other than qualified zone domestic 
trade) if the electing corporation gives time-
ly notice to the Secretary stating— 

‘‘(i) that it temporarily operates or has op-
erated in the United States domestic trade 
(other than qualified zone domestic trade) a 
qualifying vessel which had been used in the 
United States foreign trade or qualified zone 
domestic trade, and 

‘‘(ii) its intention to resume operation of 
the vessel in the United States foreign trade 
or qualified zone domestic trade. 

‘‘(B) NOTICE.—Notice shall be deemed time-
ly if given not later than the due date (in-
cluding extensions) for the corporation’s tax 
return for the taxable year in which the tem-
porary cessation begins. 

‘‘(C) PERIOD DISREGARD IN EFFECT.—The pe-
riod of temporary use under subparagraph 
(A) continues until the earlier of the date of 
which— 

‘‘(i) the electing corporation abandons its 
intention to resume operations of the vessel 
in the United States foreign trade or quali-
fied zone domestic trade, or 

‘‘(ii) the electing corporation resumes op-
eration of the vessel in the United States 
foreign trade or qualified zone domestic 
trade. 

‘‘(D) NO DISREGARD IF DOMESTIC TRADE USE 
EXCEEDS 30 DAYS.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
not apply to any qualifying vessel which is 
operated in the United States domestic trade 
(other than qualified zone domestic trade) 
for more than 30 days during the taxable 
year. 

‘‘(3) ALLOCATION OF INCOME AND DEDUCTIONS 
TO QUALIFYING SHIPPING ACTIVITIES.—In the 
case of a qualifying vessel to which this sub-
section applies, the Secretary shall prescribe 
rules for the proper allocation of income, ex-
penses, losses, and deductions between the 
qualified shipping activities and the other 
activities of such vessel. 

‘‘(4) QUALIFIED ZONE DOMESTIC TRADE.—For 
purposes of this subsection— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified zone 
domestic trade’ means the transportation of 
goods or passengers between places in the 
qualified zone if such transportation is in the 
United States domestic trade. 

‘‘(B) QUALIFIED ZONE.—The term ‘qualified 
zone’ means the Great Lakes Waterway and 
the St. Lawrence Seaway.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 246. USE OF QUALIFIED MORTGAGE BONDS 

TO FINANCE RESIDENCES FOR VET-
ERANS WITHOUT REGARD TO FIRST- 
TIME HOMEBUYER REQUIREMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 143(d)(2) (relating 
to exceptions to 3-year requirement) is 
amended by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of sub-
paragraph (B), by adding ‘‘and’’ at the end of 
subparagraph (C), and by inserting after sub-
paragraph (C) the following new subpara-
graph: 

‘‘(D) in the case of bonds issued after the 
date of the enactment of this subparagraph 
and before January 1, 2008, financing of any 
residence for a veteran (as defined in section 
101 of title 38, United States Code), if such 

veteran has not previously qualified for and 
received such financing by reason of this 
subparagraph,’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to bonds 
issued after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 
SEC. 247. EXCLUSION OF GAIN FROM SALE OF A 

PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE BY CERTAIN 
EMPLOYEES OF THE INTELLIGENCE 
COMMUNITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 121(d)(9) (relating to exclusion of gain 
from sale of principal residence) is amended 
by striking ‘‘duty’’ and all that follows and 
inserting ‘‘duty— 

‘‘(i) as a member of the uniformed services, 
‘‘(ii) as a member of the Foreign Service of 

the United States, or 
‘‘(iii) as an employee of the intelligence 

community.’’. 
(b) EMPLOYEE OF INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 

DEFINED.—Subparagraph (C) of section 
121(d)(9) is amended by redesignating clause 
(iv) as clause (v) and by inserting after 
clause (iii) the following new clause: 

‘‘(iv) EMPLOYEE OF INTELLIGENCE COMMU-
NITY.—The term ‘employee of the intel-
ligence community’ means an employee (as 
defined by section 2105 of title 5, United 
States Code) of— 

‘‘(I) the Office of the Director of National 
Intelligence, 

‘‘(II) the Central Intelligence Agency, 
‘‘(III) the National Security Agency, 
‘‘(IV) the Defense Intelligence Agency, 
‘‘(V) the National Geospatial-Intelligence 

Agency, 
‘‘(VI) the National Reconnaissance Office, 
‘‘(VII) any other office within the Depart-

ment of Defense for the collection of special-
ized national intelligence through reconnais-
sance programs, 

‘‘(VIII) any of the intelligence elements of 
the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, the Ma-
rine Corps, the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, the Department of Treasury, the De-
partment of Energy, and the Coast Guard, 

‘‘(IX) the Bureau of Intelligence and Re-
search of the Department of State, or 

‘‘(X) any of the elements of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security concerned with 
the analyses of foreign intelligence informa-
tion.’’. 

(c) SPECIAL RULE.—Subparagraph (C) of 
section 121(d)(9), as amended by subsection 
(b), is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new clause: 

‘‘(vi) SPECIAL RULE RELATING TO INTEL-
LIGENCE COMMUNITY.—An employee of the in-
telligence community shall not be treated as 
serving on qualified extended duty unless 
such duty is at a duty station located out-
side the United States.’’. 

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The heading 
for section 121(d)(9) is amended to read as fol-
lows: ‘‘UNIFORMED SERVICES, FOREIGN SERV-
ICE, AND INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY’’. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to sales or 
exchanges after the date of the enactment of 
this Act and before January 1, 2011. 
SEC. 248. TREATMENT OF COKE AND COKE GAS. 

(a) NONAPPLICATION OF PHASEOUT.—Section 
45K(g)(2) is amended by adding at the end the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(D) NONAPPLICATION OF PHASEOUT.—Sub-
section (b)(1) shall not apply.’’. 

(b) CLARIFICATION OF QUALIFYING FACIL-
ITY.—Section 45K(g)(1) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘(other than from petroleum based prod-
ucts)’’ after ‘‘coke or coke gas’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in section 1321 of the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005. 
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SEC. 249. SALE OF PROPERTY BY JUDICIAL OFFI-

CERS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1043(b) (relating 

to the sale of property to comply with con-
flict-of-interest requirements) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘, or 

a judicial officer,’’ after ‘‘an officer or em-
ployee of the executive branch’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘judi-
cial canon,’’ after ‘‘any statute, regulation, 
rule,’’; 

(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘judi-

cial canon,’’ after ‘‘any Federal conflict of 
interest statute, regulation, rule,’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B), by inserting after 
‘‘the Director of the Office of Government 
Ethics,’’ the following: ‘‘in the case of execu-
tive branch officers or employees, or by the 
Judicial Conference of the United States (or 
its designee), in the case of judicial offi-
cers,’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (5)(B), by inserting ‘‘judi-
cial canon,’’ after ‘‘any statute, regulation, 
rule,’’. 

(b) JUDICIAL OFFICER DEFINED.—Section 
1043(b) is amended by adding at the end the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) JUDICIAL OFFICER.—The term ‘judicial 
officer’ means the Chief Justice of the 
United States, the Associate Justices of the 
Supreme Court, and the judges of the United 
States courts of appeals, United States dis-
trict courts, including the district courts in 
Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, and 
the Virgin Islands, Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit, Court of International 
Trade, Tax Court, Court of Federal Claims, 
Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims, United 
States Court of Appeals for the Armed 
Forces, and any court created by Act of Con-
gress, the judges of which are entitled to 
hold office during good behavior.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to sales 
after the date of enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 250. PREMIUMS FOR MORTGAGE INSUR-

ANCE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 163(h)(3) (relating 

to qualified residence interest) is amended 
by adding at the end the following new sub-
paragraph: 

‘‘(E) MORTGAGE INSURANCE PREMIUMS 
TREATED AS INTEREST.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Premiums paid or ac-
crued for qualified mortgage insurance by a 
taxpayer during the taxable year in connec-
tion with acquisition indebtedness with re-
spect to a qualified residence of the taxpayer 
shall be treated for purposes of this section 
as interest which is qualified residence inter-
est. 

‘‘(ii) PHASEOUT.—The amount otherwise 
treated as interest under clause (i) shall be 
reduced (but not below zero) by 10 percent of 
such amount for each $1,000 ($500 in the case 
of a married individual filing a separate re-
turn) (or fraction thereof) that the tax-
payer’s adjusted gross income for the taxable 
year exceeds $100,000 ($50,000 in the case of a 
married individual filing a separate return). 

‘‘(iii) LIMITATION.—Clause (i) shall not 
apply with respect to any mortgage insur-
ance contracts issued before January 1, 2007. 

‘‘(iv) TERMINATION.—Clause (i) shall not 
apply to amounts— 

‘‘(I) paid or accrued after December 31, 
2007, or 

‘‘(II) properly allocable to any period after 
such date.’’. 

(b) DEFINITION AND SPECIAL RULES.—Sec-
tion 163(h)(4) (relating to other definitions 
and special rules) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new subparagraphs: 

‘‘(E) QUALIFIED MORTGAGE INSURANCE.—The 
term ‘qualified mortgage insurance’ means— 

‘‘(i) mortgage insurance provided by the 
Veterans Administration, the Federal Hous-

ing Administration, or the Rural Housing 
Administration, and 

‘‘(ii) private mortgage insurance (as de-
fined by section 2 of the Homeowners Protec-
tion Act of 1998 (12 U.S.C. 4901), as in effect 
on the date of the enactment of this subpara-
graph). 

‘‘(F) SPECIAL RULES FOR PREPAID QUALIFIED 
MORTGAGE INSURANCE.—Any amount paid by 
the taxpayer for qualified mortgage insur-
ance that is properly allocable to any mort-
gage the payment of which extends to peri-
ods that are after the close of the taxable 
year in which such amount is paid shall be 
chargeable to capital account and shall be 
treated as paid in such periods to which so 
allocated. No deduction shall be allowed for 
the unamortized balance of such account if 
such mortgage is satisfied before the end of 
its term. The preceding sentences shall not 
apply to amounts paid for qualified mortgage 
insurance provided by the Veterans Adminis-
tration or the Rural Housing Administra-
tion.’’. 

(c) INFORMATION RETURNS RELATING TO 
MORTGAGE INSURANCE.—Section 6050H (relat-
ing to returns relating to mortgage interest 
received in trade or business from individ-
uals) is amended by adding at the end the 
following new subsection: 

‘‘(h) RETURNS RELATING TO MORTGAGE IN-
SURANCE PREMIUMS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may pre-
scribe, by regulations, that any person who, 
in the course of a trade or business, receives 
from any individual premiums for mortgage 
insurance aggregating $600 or more for any 
calendar year, shall make a return with re-
spect to each such individual. Such return 
shall be in such form, shall be made at such 
time, and shall contain such information as 
the Secretary may prescribe. 

‘‘(2) STATEMENT TO BE FURNISHED TO INDI-
VIDUALS WITH RESPECT TO WHOM INFORMATION 
IS REQUIRED.—Every person required to make 
a return under paragraph (1) shall furnish to 
each individual with respect to whom a re-
turn is made a written statement showing 
such information as the Secretary may pre-
scribe. Such written statement shall be fur-
nished on or before January 31 of the year 
following the calendar year for which the re-
turn under paragraph (1) was required to be 
made. 

‘‘(3) SPECIAL RULES.—For purposes of this 
subsection— 

‘‘(A) rules similar to the rules of sub-
section (c) shall apply, and 

‘‘(B) the term ‘mortgage insurance’ 
means— 

‘‘(i) mortgage insurance provided by the 
Veterans Administration, the Federal Hous-
ing Administration, or the Rural Housing 
Administration, and 

‘‘(ii) private mortgage insurance (as de-
fined by section 2 of the Homeowners Protec-
tion Act of 1998 (12 U.S.C. 4901), as in effect 
on the date of the enactment of this sub-
section).’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to amounts 
paid or accrued after December 31, 2006. 
SEC. 251. MODIFICATION OF REFUNDS FOR KER-

OSENE USED IN AVIATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (4) of section 

6427(l) (relating to nontaxable uses of diesel 
fuel and kerosene) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(4) REFUNDS FOR KEROSENE USED IN AVIA-
TION.— 

‘‘(A) KEROSENE USED IN COMMERCIAL AVIA-
TION.—In the case of kerosene used in com-
mercial aviation (as defined in section 
4083(b)) (other than supplies for vessels or 
aircraft within the meaning of section 
4221(d)(3)), paragraph (1) shall not apply to so 
much of the tax imposed by section 4041 or 

4081, as the case may be, as is attributable 
to— 

‘‘(i) the Leaking Underground Storage 
Tank Trust Fund financing rate imposed by 
such section, and 

‘‘(ii) so much of the rate of tax specified in 
section 4041(c) or 4081(a)(2)(A)(iii), as the case 
may be, as does not exceed 4.3 cents per gal-
lon. 

‘‘(B) KEROSENE USED IN NONCOMMERCIAL 
AVIATION.—In the case of kerosene used in 
aviation that is not commercial aviation (as 
so defined) (other than any use which is ex-
empt from the tax imposed by section 4041(c) 
other than by reason of a prior imposition of 
tax), paragraph (1) shall not apply to— 

‘‘(i) any tax imposed by section 4041(c), and 
‘‘(ii) so much of the tax imposed by section 

4081 as is attributable to— 
‘‘(I) the Leaking Underground Storage 

Tank Trust Fund financing rate imposed by 
such section, and 

‘‘(II) so much of the rate of tax specified in 
section 4081(a)(2)(A)(iii) as does not exceed 
the rate specified in section 4081(a)(2)(C)(ii). 

‘‘(C) PAYMENTS TO ULTIMATE, REGISTERED 
VENDOR.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—With respect to any ker-
osene used in aviation (other than kerosene 
described in clause (ii) or kerosene to which 
paragraph (5) applies), if the ultimate pur-
chaser of such kerosene waives (at such time 
and in such form and manner as the Sec-
retary shall prescribe) the right to payment 
under paragraph (1) and assigns such right to 
the ultimate vendor, then the Secretary 
shall pay the amount which would be paid 
under paragraph (1) to such ultimate vendor, 
but only if such ultimate vendor— 

‘‘(I) is registered under section 4101, and 
‘‘(II) meets the requirements of subpara-

graph (A), (B), or (D) of section 6416(a)(1). 
‘‘(ii) PAYMENTS FOR KEROSENE USED IN NON-

COMMERCIAL AVIATION.—The amount which 
would be paid under paragraph (1) with re-
spect to any kerosene to which subparagraph 
(B) applies shall be paid only to the ultimate 
vendor of such kerosene. A payment shall be 
made to such vendor if such vendor— 

‘‘(I) is registered under section 4101, and 
‘‘(II) meets the requirements of subpara-

graph (A), (B), or (D) of section 6416(a)(1).’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 6427(l) is amended by striking 

paragraph (5) and by redesignating para-
graph (6) as paragraph (5). 

(2) Section 4082(d)(2)(B) is amended by 
striking ‘‘section 6427(l)(6)(B)’’ and inserting 
‘‘section 6427(l)(5)(B)’’. 

(3) Section 6427(i)(4)(A) is amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘paragraph (4)(B), (5), or 

(6)’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘paragraph (4)(C) or (5)’’, and 

(B) by striking ‘‘(l)(5), and (l)(6)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘(l)(4)(C)(ii), and (l)(5)’’. 

(4) Section 6427(l)(1) is amended by striking 
‘‘paragraph (4)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph 
(4)(C)(i)’’. 

(5) Section 9502(d) is amended— 
(A) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘and 

(l)(5)’’, and 
(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘or (5)’’. 
(6) Section 9503(c)(7) is amended— 
(A) by amending subparagraphs (A) and (B) 

to read as follows: 
‘‘(A) 4.3 cents per gallon of kerosene sub-

ject to section 6427(l)(4)(A) with respect to 
which a payment has been made by the Sec-
retary under section 6427(l), and 

‘‘(B) 21.8 cents per gallon of kerosene sub-
ject to section 6427(l)(4)(B) with respect to 
which a payment has been made by the Sec-
retary under section 6427(l).’’, and 

(B) in the matter following subparagraph 
(B), by striking ‘‘or (5)’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to kerosene sold 
after September 30, 2005. 

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR PENDING CLAIMS.—In 
the case of kerosene sold for use in aviation 
(other than kerosene to which section 
6427(l)(4)(C)(ii) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 (as added by subsection (a)) applies or 
kerosene to which section 6427(l)(5) of such 
Code (as redesignated by subsection (b)) ap-
plies) after September 30, 2005, and before the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the ulti-
mate purchaser shall be treated as having 
waived the right to payment under section 
6427(l)(1) of such Code and as having assigned 
such right to the ultimate vendor if such ul-
timate vendor has met the requirements of 
subparagraph (A), (B), or (D) of section 
6416(a)(1) of such Code. 

(d) SPECIAL RULE FOR KEROSENE USED IN 
AVIATION ON A FARM FOR FARMING PUR-
POSES.— 

(1) REFUNDS FOR PURCHASES AFTER DECEM-
BER 31, 2004, AND BEFORE OCTOBER 1, 2005.— 
The Secretary of the Treasury shall pay to 
the ultimate purchaser of any kerosene 
which is used in aviation on a farm for farm-
ing purposes and which was purchased after 
December 31, 2004, and before October 1, 2005, 
an amount equal to the aggregate amount of 
tax imposed on such fuel under section 4041 
or 4081 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
as the case may be, reduced by any payment 
to the ultimate vendor under section 
6427(l)(5)(C) of such Code (as in effect on the 
day before the date of the enactment of the 
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Trans-
portation Equity Act: a Legacy for Users). 

(2) USE ON A FARM FOR FARMING PUR-
POSES.—For purposes of paragraph (1), ker-
osene shall be treated as used on a farm for 
farming purposes if such kerosene is used for 
farming purposes (within the meaning of sec-
tion 6420(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986) in carrying on a trade or business on 
a farm situated in the United States. For 
purposes of the preceding sentence, rules 
similar to the rules of section 6420(c)(4) of 
such Code shall apply. 

(3) TIME FOR FILING CLAIMS.—No claim shall 
be allowed under paragraph (1) unless the ul-
timate purchaser files such claim before the 
date that is 3 months after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(4) NO DOUBLE BENEFIT.—No amount shall 
be paid under paragraph (1) or section 6427(l) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 with re-
spect to any kerosene described in paragraph 
(1) to the extent that such amount is in ex-
cess of the tax imposed on such kerosene 
under section 4041 or 4081 of such Code, as the 
case may be. 

(5) APPLICABLE LAWS.—For purposes of this 
subsection, rules similar to the rules of sec-
tion 6427(j) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 shall apply. 

SEC. 252. DEDUCTION FOR QUALIFIED TIMBER 
GAIN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part I of subchapter P of 
chapter 1 is amended by adding at the end 
the following new section: 

‘‘SEC. 1203. DEDUCTION FOR QUALIFIED TIMBER 
GAIN. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a taxpayer 
which elects the application of this section 
for a taxable year, there shall be allowed a 
deduction against gross income equal to 60 
percent of the lesser of— 

‘‘(1) the taxpayer’s qualified timber gain 
for such year, or 

‘‘(2) the taxpayer’s net capital gain for 
such year. 

‘‘(b) QUALIFIED TIMBER GAIN.—For purposes 
of this section, the term ‘qualified timber 
gain’ means, with respect to any taxpayer 
for any taxable year, the excess (if any) of— 

‘‘(1) the sum of the taxpayer’s gains de-
scribed in subsections (a) and (b) of section 
631 for such year, over 

‘‘(2) the sum of the taxpayer’s losses de-
scribed in such subsections for such year. 

‘‘(c) SPECIAL RULES FOR PASS-THRU ENTI-
TIES.—In the case of any qualified timber 
gain of a pass-thru entity (as defined in sec-
tion 1(h)(10))— 

‘‘(1) the election under this section shall be 
made separately by each taxpayer subject to 
tax on such gain, and 

‘‘(2) the Secretary may prescribe such reg-
ulations as are appropriate to apply this sec-
tion to such gain. 

‘‘(d) TERMINATION.—No disposition of tim-
ber after December 31, 2007, shall be taken 
into account under subsection (b).’’. 

(b) COORDINATION WITH MAXIMUM CAPITAL 
GAINS RATES.— 

(1) TAXPAYERS OTHER THAN CORPORA-
TIONS.—Paragraph (2) of section 1(h) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(2) REDUCTION OF NET CAPITAL GAIN.—For 
purposes of this subsection, the net capital 
gain for any taxable year shall be reduced 
(but not below zero) by the sum of— 

‘‘(A) the amount which the taxpayer takes 
into account as investment income under 
section 163(d)(4)(B)(iii), and 

‘‘(B) in the case of a taxable year with re-
spect to which an election is in effect under 
section 1203, the lesser of— 

‘‘(i) the amount described in paragraph (1) 
of section 1203(a), or 

‘‘(ii) the amount described in paragraph (2) 
of such section.’’. 

(2) CORPORATIONS.—Section 1201 is amended 
by redesignating subsection (b) as subsection 
(c) and inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(b) QUALIFIED TIMBER GAIN NOT TAKEN 
INTO ACCOUNT.—For purposes of this section, 
in the case of a corporation with respect to 
which an election is in effect under section 
1203, the net capital gain for any taxable 
year shall be reduced (but not below zero) by 
the corporation’s qualified timber gain (as 
defined in section 1203(b)).’’. 

(c) DEDUCTION ALLOWED WHETHER OR NOT 
INDIVIDUAL ITEMIZES OTHER DEDUCTIONS.— 
Subsection (a) of section 62, as amended by 
this Act, is amended by inserting before the 
last sentence the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(22) QUALIFIED TIMBER GAINS.—The deduc-
tion allowed by section 1203.’’. 

(d) DEDUCTION ALLOWED IN COMPUTING AD-
JUSTED CURRENT EARNINGS.—Subparagraph 
(C) of section 56(g)(4) is amended by adding 
at the end the following new clause: 

‘‘(vii) DEDUCTION FOR QUALIFIED TIMBER 
GAIN.—Clause (i) shall not apply to any de-
duction allowed under section 1203.’’. 

(e) DEDUCTION ALLOWED IN COMPUTING TAX-
ABLE INCOME OF ELECTING SMALL BUSINESS 
TRUSTS.—Subparagraph (C) of section 
641(c)(2) is amended by inserting after clause 
(iii) the following new clause: 

‘‘(iv) The deduction allowed under section 
1203.’’. 

(f) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Subparagraph (B) of section 172(d)(2) is 

amended to read as follows: 
‘‘(B) the exclusion under section 1202 and 

the deduction under section 1203 shall not be 
allowed.’’. 

(2) Paragraph (4) of section 642(c) is amend-
ed by striking the first sentence and insert-
ing the following: ‘‘To the extent that the 
amount otherwise allowable as a deduction 
under this subsection consists of gain de-
scribed in section 1202(a) or qualified timber 
gain (as defined in section 1203(b)), proper ad-
justment shall be made for any exclusion al-
lowable to the estate or trust under section 
1202 and for any deduction allowable to the 
estate or trust under section 1203.’’. 

(3) Paragraph (3) of section 643(a) is amend-
ed by striking the last sentence and insert-

ing the following: ‘‘The exclusion under sec-
tion 1202 and the deduction under section 
1203 shall not be taken into account.’’. 

(4) Subparagraph (C) of section 643(a)(6) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(C) Paragraph (3) shall not apply to a for-
eign trust. In the case of such a trust— 

‘‘(i) there shall be included gains from the 
sale or exchange of capital assets, reduced by 
losses from such sales or exchanges to the 
extent such losses do not exceed gains from 
such sales or exchanges, and 

‘‘(ii) the deduction under section 1203 shall 
not be taken into account.’’. 

(5) Paragraph (4) of section 691(c) is amend-
ed by inserting ‘‘1203,’’ after ‘‘1202,’’. 

(6) Paragraph (2) of section 871(a) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘section 1202’’ and inserting 
‘‘sections 1202 and 1203’’. 

(7) The table of sections for part I of sub-
chapter P of chapter 1 is amended by adding 
at the end the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 1203. Deduction for qualified timber 

gain.’’. 
(g) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 

this section shall apply to taxable years end-
ing after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

(2) TAXABLE YEARS WHICH INCLUDE DATE OF 
ENACTMENT.—In the case of any taxable year 
which includes the date of the enactment of 
this Act, for purposes of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986, the taxpayer’s qualified 
timber gain shall not exceed the excess that 
would be described in section 1203(b) of such 
Code, as added by this section, if only dis-
positions of timber after such date were 
taken into account. 
SEC. 253. CREDIT TO HOLDERS OF RURAL REN-

AISSANCE BONDS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subpart H of part IV of 

subchapter A of chapter 1 (relating to credits 
against tax) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 54A. CREDIT TO HOLDERS OF RURAL REN-

AISSANCE BONDS. 
‘‘(a) ALLOWANCE OF CREDIT.—In the case of 

a taxpayer who holds a rural renaissance 
bond on a credit allowance date of such bond, 
which occurs during the taxable year, there 
shall be allowed as a credit against the tax 
imposed by this chapter for such taxable 
year an amount equal to the sum of the cred-
its determined under subsection (b) with re-
spect to credit allowance dates during such 
year on which the taxpayer holds such bond. 

‘‘(b) AMOUNT OF CREDIT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The amount of the credit 

determined under this subsection with re-
spect to any credit allowance date for a rural 
renaissance bond is 25 percent of the annual 
credit determined with respect to such bond. 

‘‘(2) ANNUAL CREDIT.—The annual credit de-
termined with respect to any rural renais-
sance bond is the product of— 

‘‘(A) the credit rate determined by the Sec-
retary under paragraph (3) for the day on 
which such bond was sold, multiplied by 

‘‘(B) the outstanding face amount of the 
bond. 

‘‘(3) DETERMINATION.—For purposes of para-
graph (2), with respect to any rural renais-
sance bond, the Secretary shall determine 
daily or caused to be determined daily a 
credit rate which shall apply to the first day 
on which there is a binding, written contract 
for the sale or exchange of the bond. The 
credit rate for any day is the credit rate 
which the Secretary or the Secretary’s des-
ignee estimates will permit the issuance of 
rural renaissance bonds with a specified ma-
turity or redemption date without discount 
and without interest cost to the qualified 
issuer. 

‘‘(4) CREDIT ALLOWANCE DATE.—For pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘credit allow-
ance date’ means— 
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‘‘(A) March 15, 
‘‘(B) June 15, 
‘‘(C) September 15, and 
‘‘(D) December 15. 

Such term also includes the last day on 
which the bond is outstanding. 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULE FOR ISSUANCE AND RE-
DEMPTION.—In the case of a bond which is 
issued during the 3-month period ending on a 
credit allowance date, the amount of the 
credit determined under this subsection with 
respect to such credit allowance date shall 
be a ratable portion of the credit otherwise 
determined based on the portion of the 3- 
month period during which the bond is out-
standing. A similar rule shall apply when the 
bond is redeemed or matures. 

‘‘(c) LIMITATION BASED ON AMOUNT OF 
TAX.—The credit allowed under subsection 
(a) for any taxable year shall not exceed the 
excess of— 

‘‘(1) the sum of the regular tax liability (as 
defined in section 26(b)) plus the tax imposed 
by section 55, over 

‘‘(2) the sum of the credits allowable under 
this part (other than subpart C and this sec-
tion). 

‘‘(d) RURAL RENAISSANCE BOND.—For pur-
poses of this section— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘rural renais-
sance bond’ means any bond issued as part of 
an issue if— 

‘‘(A) the bond is issued by a qualified 
issuer, 

‘‘(B) 95 percent or more of the proceeds 
from the sale of such issue are to be used for 
capital expenditures incurred for 1 or more 
qualified projects, 

‘‘(C) the qualified issuer designates such 
bond for purposes of this section and the 
bond is in registered form, and 

‘‘(D) the issue meets the requirements of 
subsections (e) and (h). 

‘‘(2) QUALIFIED PROJECT; SPECIAL USE 
RULES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified 
project’ means 1 or more projects described 
in subparagraph (B) located in a rural area. 

‘‘(B) PROJECTS DESCRIBED.—A project de-
scribed in this subparagraph is— 

‘‘(i) a water or waste treatment project, 
‘‘(ii) an affordable housing project, 
‘‘(iii) a community facility project, includ-

ing hospitals, fire and police stations, and 
nursing and assisted-living facilities, 

‘‘(iv) a value-added agriculture or renew-
able energy facility project for agricultural 
producers or farmer-owned entities, includ-
ing any project to promote the production, 
processing, or retail sale of ethanol (includ-
ing fuel at least 85 percent of the volume of 
which consists of ethanol), biodiesel, animal 
waste, biomass, raw commodities, or wind as 
a fuel, 

‘‘(v) a distance learning or telemedicine 
project, 

‘‘(vi) a rural utility infrastructure project, 
including any electric or telephone system, 

‘‘(vii) a project to expand broadband tech-
nology, 

‘‘(viii) a rural teleworks project, and 
‘‘(ix) any project described in any pre-

ceding clause carried out by the Delta Re-
gional Authority. 

‘‘(C) SPECIAL RULES.—For purposes of this 
paragraph— 

‘‘(i) any project described in subparagraph 
(B)(iv) for a farmer-owned entity may be 
considered a qualified project if such entity 
is located in a rural area, or in the case of a 
farmer-owned entity the headquarters of 
which are located in a nonrural area, if the 
project is located in a rural area, and 

‘‘(ii) any project for a farmer-owned entity 
which is a facility described in subparagraph 
(B)(iv) for agricultural producers may be 
considered a qualified project regardless of 

whether the facility is located in a rural or 
nonrural area. 

‘‘(3) SPECIAL USE RULES.— 
‘‘(A) REFINANCING RULES.—For purposes of 

paragraph (1)(B), a qualified project may be 
refinanced with proceeds of a rural renais-
sance bond only if the indebtedness being re-
financed (including any obligation directly 
or indirectly refinanced by such indebted-
ness) was originally incurred after the date 
of the enactment of this section. 

‘‘(B) REIMBURSEMENT.—For purposes of 
paragraph (1)(B), a rural renaissance bond 
may be issued to reimburse a borrower for 
amounts paid after the date of the enact-
ment of this section with respect to a quali-
fied project, but only if— 

‘‘(i) prior to the payment of the original 
expenditure, the borrower declared its intent 
to reimburse such expenditure with the pro-
ceeds of a rural renaissance bond, 

‘‘(ii) not later than 60 days after payment 
of the original expenditure, the qualified 
issuer adopts an official intent to reimburse 
the original expenditure with such proceeds, 
and 

‘‘(iii) the reimbursement is made not later 
than 18 months after the date the original 
expenditure is paid. 

‘‘(C) TREATMENT OF CHANGES IN USE.—For 
purposes of paragraph (1)(B), the proceeds of 
an issue shall not be treated as used for a 
qualified project to the extent that a bor-
rower takes any action within its control 
which causes such proceeds not to be used 
for a qualified project. The Secretary shall 
prescribe regulations specifying remedial ac-
tions that may be taken (including condi-
tions to taking such remedial actions) to 
prevent an action described in the preceding 
sentence from causing a bond to fail to be a 
rural renaissance bond. 

‘‘(e) MATURITY LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) DURATION OF TERM.—A bond shall not 

be treated as a rural renaissance bond if the 
maturity of such bond exceeds the maximum 
term determined by the Secretary under 
paragraph (2) with respect to such bond. 

‘‘(2) MAXIMUM TERM.—During each calendar 
month, the Secretary shall determine the 
maximum term permitted under this para-
graph for bonds issued during the following 
calendar month. Such maximum term shall 
be the term which the Secretary estimates 
will result in the present value of the obliga-
tion to repay the principal on the bond being 
equal to 50 percent of the face amount of 
such bond. Such present value shall be deter-
mined without regard to the requirements of 
paragraph (3) and using as a discount rate 
the average annual interest rate of tax-ex-
empt obligations having a term of 10 years or 
more which are issued during the month. If 
the term as so determined is not a multiple 
of a whole year, such term shall be rounded 
to the next highest whole year. 

‘‘(3) RATABLE PRINCIPAL AMORTIZATION RE-
QUIRED.—A bond shall not be treated as a 
rural renaissance bond unless it is part of an 
issue which provides for an equal amount of 
principal to be paid by the qualified issuer 
during each calendar year that the issue is 
outstanding. 

‘‘(f) LIMITATION ON AMOUNT OF BONDS DES-
IGNATED.— 

‘‘(1) NATIONAL LIMITATION.—There is a rural 
renaissance bond limitation of $200,000,000. 

‘‘(2) ALLOCATION BY SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary shall allocate the amount described in 
paragraph (1) among qualified projects in 
such manner as the Secretary determines ap-
propriate. 

‘‘(g) CREDIT INCLUDED IN GROSS INCOME.— 
Gross income includes the amount of the 
credit allowed to the taxpayer under this 
section (determined without regard to sub-
section (c)) and the amount so included shall 
be treated as interest income. 

‘‘(h) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO EXPENDI-
TURES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An issue shall be treated 
as meeting the requirements of this sub-
section if, as of the date of issuance, the 
qualified issuer reasonably expects— 

‘‘(A) at least 95 percent of the proceeds 
from the sale of the issue are to be spent for 
1 or more qualified projects within the 5-year 
period beginning on the date of issuance of 
the rural renaissance bond, 

‘‘(B) a binding commitment with a third 
party to spend at least 10 percent of the pro-
ceeds from the sale of the issue will be in-
curred within the 6-month period beginning 
on the date of issuance of the rural renais-
sance bond or, in the case of a rural renais-
sance bond, the proceeds of which are to be 
loaned to 2 or more borrowers, such binding 
commitment will be incurred within the 6- 
month period beginning on the date of the 
loan of such proceeds to a borrower, and 

‘‘(C) such projects will be completed with 
due diligence and the proceeds from the sale 
of the issue will be spent with due diligence. 

‘‘(2) EXTENSION OF PERIOD.—Upon submis-
sion of a request prior to the expiration of 
the period described in paragraph (1)(A), the 
Secretary may extend such period if the 
qualified issuer establishes that the failure 
to satisfy the 5-year requirement is due to 
reasonable cause and the related projects 
will continue to proceed with due diligence. 

‘‘(3) FAILURE TO SPEND REQUIRED AMOUNT OF 
BOND PROCEEDS WITHIN 5 YEARS.—To the ex-
tent that less than 95 percent of the proceeds 
of such issue are expended by the close of the 
5-year period beginning on the date of 
issuance (or if an extension has been ob-
tained under paragraph (2), by the close of 
the extended period), the qualified issuer 
shall redeem all of the nonqualified bonds 
within 90 days after the end of such period. 
For purposes of this paragraph, the amount 
of the nonqualified bonds required to be re-
deemed shall be determined in the same 
manner as under section 142. 

‘‘(i) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO ARBI-
TRAGE.—A bond which is part of an issue 
shall not be treated as a rural renaissance 
bond unless, with respect to the issue of 
which the bond is a part, the qualified issuer 
satisfies the arbitrage requirements of sec-
tion 148 with respect to proceeds of the issue. 

‘‘(j) QUALIFIED ISSUER.—For purposes of 
this section— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified 
issuer’ means any not-for-profit cooperative 
lender which has as of the date of the enact-
ment of this section received a guarantee 
under section 306 of the Rural Electrification 
Act and which meets the requirement of 
paragraph (2). 

‘‘(2) USER FEE REQUIREMENT.—The require-
ment of this paragraph is met if the issuer of 
any rural renaissance bond makes grants for 
qualified projects as defined under sub-
section (d)(2) on a semi-annual basis every 
year that such bond is outstanding in an an-
nual amount equal to one-half of the rate on 
United States Treasury Bills of the same ma-
turity multiplied by the outstanding prin-
cipal balance of rural renaissance bonds 
issued by such issuer. 

‘‘(k) SPECIAL RULES RELATING TO POOL 
BONDS.—No portion of a pooled financing 
bond may be allocable to a loan unless the 
borrower has entered into a written loan 
commitment for such portion prior to the 
issue date of such issue. 

‘‘(l) OTHER DEFINITIONS AND SPECIAL 
RULES.—For purposes of this section— 

‘‘(1) BOND.—The term ‘bond’ includes any 
obligation. 

‘‘(2) POOLED FINANCING BOND.—The term 
‘pooled financing bond’ shall have the mean-
ing given such term by section 149(f)(4)(A). 
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‘‘(3) RURAL AREA.—The term ‘rural area’ 

means any area other than— 
‘‘(A) a city or town which has a population 

of greater than 50,000 inhabitants, or 
‘‘(B) the urbanized area contiguous and ad-

jacent to such a city or town. 
‘‘(4) PARTNERSHIP; S CORPORATION; AND 

OTHER PASS-THRU ENTITIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Under regulations pre-

scribed by the Secretary, in the case of a 
partnership, trust, S corporation, or other 
pass-thru entity, rules similar to the rules of 
section 41(g) shall apply with respect to the 
credit allowable under subsection (a). 

‘‘(B) NO BASIS ADJUSTMENT.—In the case of 
a bond held by a partnership or an S corpora-
tion, rules similar to the rules under section 
1397E(l) shall apply. 

‘‘(5) BONDS HELD BY REGULATED INVESTMENT 
COMPANIES.—If any rural renaissance bond is 
held by a regulated investment company, the 
credit determined under subsection (a) shall 
be allowed to shareholders of such company 
under procedures prescribed by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(6) REPORTING.—Issuers of rural renais-
sance bonds shall submit reports similar to 
the reports required under section 149(e).’’. 

(b) REPORTING.—Subsection (d) of section 
6049 (relating to returns regarding payments 
of interest) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(9) REPORTING OF CREDIT ON RURAL RENAIS-
SANCE BONDS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of sub-
section (a), the term ‘interest’ includes 
amounts includible in gross income under 
section 54A(f) and such amounts shall be 
treated as paid on the credit allowance date 
(as defined in section 54A(b)(4)). 

‘‘(B) REPORTING TO CORPORATIONS, ETC.— 
Except as otherwise provided in regulations, 
in the case of any interest described in sub-
paragraph (A), subsection (b)(4) shall be ap-
plied without regard to subparagraphs (A), 
(H), (I), (J), (K), and (L)(i) of such subsection. 

‘‘(C) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary may prescribe such regulations as are 
necessary or appropriate to carry out the 
purposes of this paragraph, including regula-
tions which require more frequent or more 
detailed reporting.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) The table of sections for subpart H of 

part IV of subchapter A of chapter 1 is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new item: 

‘‘Sec. 54A. Credit to holders of 
rural renaissance bonds.’’ 

(2) Section 54(c)(2) is amended by inserting 
‘‘, section 54A,’’ after ‘‘subpart C’’. 

(3) Section 1400N(l)(3)(B) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘, section 54A,’’ after ‘‘subpart C’’. 

(d) ISSUANCE OF REGULATIONS.—The Sec-
retary of Treasury shall issue regulations re-
quired under section 54A of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 (as added by this section) 
not later than 120 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to bonds 
issued after the date of the enactment of this 
Act and before January 1, 2010. 
SEC. 254. RESTORATION OF DEDUCTION FOR 

TRAVEL EXPENSES OF SPOUSE, ETC. 
ACCOMPANYING TAXPAYER ON 
BUSINESS TRAVEL. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (m) of section 
274 (relating to additional limitations on 
travel expenses) is amended by adding at the 
end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(4) TERMINATION.—Paragraph (3) shall not 
apply to any expense paid or incurred after 
the date of the enactment of this paragraph 
and before January 1, 2008.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to amounts 

paid or incurred after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 
SEC. 255. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS. 

(a) TECHNICAL CORRECTION RELATING TO 
LOOK-THROUGH TREATMENT OF PAYMENTS BE-
TWEEN RELATED CONTROLLED FOREIGN COR-
PORATIONS UNDER THE FOREIGN PERSONAL 
HOLDING COMPANY RULES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.— 
(A) The first sentence of section 

954(c)(6)(A), as amended by section 103(b) of 
the Tax Increase Prevention and Reconcili-
ation Act of 2005, is amended by striking 
‘‘which is not subpart F income’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘which is neither subpart F income nor 
income treated as effectively connected with 
the conduct of a trade or business in the 
United States’’. 

(B) Section 954(c)(6)(A), as so amended, is 
amended by striking the last sentence and 
inserting the following: ‘‘The Secretary shall 
prescribe such regulations as may be nec-
essary or appropriate to carry out this para-
graph, including such regulations as may be 
necessary or appropriate to prevent the 
abuse of the purposes of this paragraph.’’ 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall take effect as 
if included in section 103(b) of the Tax In-
crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
2005. 

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTION REGARDING AU-
THORITY TO EXERCISE REASONABLE CAUSE AND 
GOOD FAITH EXCEPTION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 903(d)(2)(B)(iii) of 
the American Jobs Creation Act of 2004, as 
amended by section 303(a) of the Gulf Oppor-
tunity Zone Act of 2005, is amended by in-
serting ‘‘or the Secretary’s delegate’’ after 
‘‘the Secretary of the Treasury’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall take effect as 
if included in the provisions of the American 
Jobs Creation Act of 2004 to which it relates. 
TITLE III—SURFACE MINING CONTROL 

AND RECLAMATION ACT AMENDMENTS 
OF 2006 

SEC. 301. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Surface 

Mining Control and Reclamation Act 
Amendments of 2006’’. 

Subtitle A—MINING CONTROL AND 
RECLAMATION 

SEC. 311. ABANDONED MINE RECLAMATION FUND 
AND PURPOSES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 401 of the Surface 
Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 
(30 U.S.C. 1231) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)— 
(A) by striking paragraphs (2) and (6); and 
(B) by redesignating paragraphs (3), (4), 

and (5) and paragraphs (7) through (13) as 
paragraphs (2) through (11), respectively; 

(2) by striking subsection (d) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(d) AVAILABILITY OF MONEYS; NO FISCAL 
YEAR LIMITATION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Moneys from the fund 
for expenditures under subparagraphs (A) 
through (D) of section 402(g)(3) shall be avail-
able only when appropriated for those sub-
paragraphs. 

‘‘(2) NO FISCAL YEAR LIMITATION.—Appro-
priations described in paragraph (1) shall be 
made without fiscal year limitation. 

‘‘(3) OTHER PURPOSES.—Moneys from the 
fund shall be available for all other purposes 
of this title without prior appropriation as 
provided in subsection (f).’’; 

(3) in subsection (e)— 
(A) in the second sentence, by striking 

‘‘the needs of such fund’’ and inserting 
‘‘achieving the purposes of the transfers 
under section 402(h)’’; and 

(B) in the third sentence, by inserting be-
fore the period the following: ‘‘for the pur-

pose of the transfers under section 402(h)’’; 
and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(f) GENERAL LIMITATION ON OBLIGATION 

AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—From amounts deposited 

into the fund under subsection (b), the Sec-
retary shall distribute during each fiscal 
year beginning after September 30, 2007, an 
amount determined under paragraph (2). 

‘‘(2) AMOUNTS.— 
‘‘(A) FOR FISCAL YEARS 2008 THROUGH 2022.— 

For each of fiscal years 2008 through 2022, the 
amount distributed by the Secretary under 
this subsection shall be equal to— 

‘‘(i) the amounts deposited into the fund 
under paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of sub-
section (b) for the preceding fiscal year that 
were allocated under paragraphs (1) and (5) of 
section 402(g); plus 

‘‘(ii) the amount needed for the adjustment 
under section 402(g)(8) for the current fiscal 
year. 

‘‘(B) FISCAL YEARS 2023 AND THEREAFTER.— 
For fiscal year 2023 and each fiscal year 
thereafter, to the extent that funds are 
available, the Secretary shall distribute an 
amount equal to the amount distributed 
under subparagraph (A) during fiscal year 
2022. 

‘‘(3) DISTRIBUTION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), for each fiscal year, of the 
amount to be distributed to States and In-
dian tribes pursuant to paragraph (2), the 
Secretary shall distribute— 

‘‘(i) the amounts allocated under para-
graph (1) of section 402(g), the amounts allo-
cated under paragraph (5) of section 402(g), 
and any amount reallocated under section 
411(h)(3) in accordance with section 411(h)(2), 
for grants to States and Indian tribes under 
section 402(g)(5); and 

‘‘(ii) the amounts allocated under section 
402(g)(8). 

‘‘(B) EXCLUSION.—Beginning on October 1, 
2007, certified States shall be ineligible to re-
ceive amounts under section 402(g)(1). 

‘‘(4) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts in the fund 
available to the Secretary for obligation 
under this subsection shall be available until 
expended. 

‘‘(5) ADDITION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), the amount distributed under this sub-
section for each fiscal year shall be in addi-
tion to the amount appropriated from the 
fund during the fiscal year. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTIONS.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (3), the amount distributed under this 
subsection for the first 4 fiscal years begin-
ning on and after October 1, 2007, shall be 
equal to the following percentage of the 
amount otherwise required to be distributed: 

‘‘(i) 50 percent in fiscal year 2008. 
‘‘(ii) 50 percent in fiscal year 2009. 
‘‘(iii) 75 percent in fiscal year 2010. 
‘‘(iv) 75 percent in fiscal year 2011.’’. 
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 

712(b) of the Surface Mining Control and Rec-
lamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1302(b)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘section 401(c)(11)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘section 401(c)(9)’’. 
SEC. 312. RECLAMATION FEE. 

(a) AMOUNTS.— 
(1) FISCAL YEARS 2008–2012.—Effective Octo-

ber 1, 2007, section 402(a) of the Surface Min-
ing Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 
U.S.C. 1232(a)) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘35’’ and inserting ‘‘31.5’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘15’’ and inserting ‘‘13.5’’; 

and 
(C) by striking ‘‘10 cents’’ and inserting ‘‘9 

cents’’. 
(2) FISCAL YEARS 2013–2021.—Effective Octo-

ber 1, 2012, section 402(a) of the Surface Min-
ing Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 
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U.S.C. 1232(a)) (as amended by paragraph (1)) 
is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘31.5’’ and inserting ‘‘28’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘13.5’’ and inserting ‘‘12’’; 

and 
(C) by striking ‘‘9 cents’’ and inserting ‘‘8 

cents’’. 
(b) DURATION.—Effective September 30, 

2007, section 402(b) of the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 
U.S.C. 1232(b)) (as amended by section 7007 of 
the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations 
Act for Defense, the Global War on Terror, 
and Hurricane Recovery, 2006 (Public Law 
109–234; 120 Stat. 484)) is amended by striking 
‘‘September 30, 2007’’ and all that follows 
through the end of the sentence and insert-
ing ‘‘September 30, 2021.’’. 

(c) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.—Section 402(g) 
of the Surface Mining Control and Reclama-
tion Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1232(g)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in paragraph (1)(D)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘(except for grants award-

ed during fiscal years 2008, 2009, and 2010 to 
the extent not expended within 5 years)’’ 
after ‘‘this paragraph’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘in any area under para-
graph (2), (3), (4), or (5)’’ and inserting ‘‘under 
paragraph (5)’’; 

(2) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting: 
‘‘(2) In making the grants referred to in 

paragraph (1)(C) and the grants referred to in 
paragraph (5), the Secretary shall ensure 
strict compliance by the States and Indian 
tribes with the priorities described in section 
403(a) until a certification is made under sec-
tion 411(a).’’; 

(3) in paragraph (3)— 
(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘paragraphs (2) and’’ and in-
serting ‘‘paragraph’’; 

(B) in subparagraph (A), by striking 
‘‘401(c)(11)’’ and inserting ‘‘401(c)(9)’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(E) For the purpose of paragraph (8).’’; 
(4) in paragraph (5)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘(A)’’ after ‘‘(5)’’; 
(B) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘40’’ 

and inserting ‘‘60’’; 
(C) in the last sentence, by striking 

‘‘Funds allocated or expended by the Sec-
retary under paragraphs (2), (3), or (4)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘Funds made available under para-
graph (3) or (4)’’; and 

(D) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) Any amount that is reallocated and 

available under section 411(h)(3) shall be in 
addition to amounts that are allocated under 
subparagraph (A).’’; and 

(5) by striking paragraphs (6) through (8) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(6)(A) Any State with an approved aban-
doned mine reclamation program pursuant 
to section 405 may receive and retain, with-
out regard to the 3-year limitation referred 
to in paragraph (1)(D), up to 30 percent of the 
total of the grants made annually to the 
State under paragraphs (1) and (5) if those 
amounts are deposited into an acid mine 
drainage abatement and treatment fund es-
tablished under State law, from which 
amounts (together with all interest earned 
on the amounts) are expended by the State 
for the abatement of the causes and the 
treatment of the effects of acid mine drain-
age in a comprehensive manner within quali-
fied hydrologic units affected by coal mining 
practices. 

‘‘(B) In this paragraph, the term ‘qualified 
hydrologic unit’ means a hydrologic unit— 

‘‘(i) in which the water quality has been 
significantly affected by acid mine drainage 
from coal mining practices in a manner that 
adversely impacts biological resources; and 

‘‘(ii) that contains land and water that 
are— 

‘‘(I) eligible pursuant to section 404 and in-
clude any of the priorities described in sec-
tion 403(a); and 

‘‘(II) the subject of expenditures by the 
State from the forfeiture of bonds required 
under section 509 or from other States 
sources to abate and treat acid mine drain-
age. 

‘‘(7) In complying with the priorities de-
scribed in section 403(a), any State or Indian 
tribe may use amounts available in grants 
made annually to the State or tribe under 
paragraphs (1) and (5) for the reclamation of 
eligible land and water described in section 
403(a)(3) before the completion of reclama-
tion projects under paragraphs (1) and (2) of 
section 403(a) only if the expenditure of funds 
for the reclamation is done in conjunction 
with the expenditure before, on, or after the 
date of enactment of the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act Amendments 
of 2006 of funds for reclamation projects 
under paragraphs (1) and (2) of section 403(a). 

‘‘(8)(A) In making funds available under 
this title, the Secretary shall ensure that 
the grant awards total not less than 
$3,000,000 annually to each State and each In-
dian tribe having an approved abandoned 
mine reclamation program pursuant to sec-
tion 405 and eligible land and water pursuant 
to section 404, so long as an allocation of 
funds to the State or tribe is necessary to 
achieve the priorities stated in paragraphs 
(1) and (2) of section 403(a). 

‘‘(B) Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, this paragraph applies to the States 
of Tennessee and Missouri.’’. 

(d) TRANSFERS OF INTEREST EARNED BY 
ABANDONED MINE RECLAMATION FUND.—Sec-
tion 402 of the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1232) is 
amended by striking subsection (h) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(h) TRANSFERS OF INTEREST EARNED BY 
FUND.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) TRANSFERS TO COMBINED BENEFIT 

FUND.—As soon as practicable after the be-
ginning of fiscal year 2007 and each fiscal 
year thereafter, and before making any allo-
cation with respect to the fiscal year under 
subsection (g), the Secretary shall use an 
amount not to exceed the amount of interest 
that the Secretary estimates will be earned 
and paid to the fund during the fiscal year to 
make the transfer described in paragraph 
(2)(A). 

‘‘(B) TRANSFERS TO 1992 AND 1993 PLANS.—As 
soon as practicable after the beginning of fis-
cal year 2008 and each fiscal year thereafter, 
and before making any allocation with re-
spect to the fiscal year under subsection (g), 
the Secretary shall use an amount not to ex-
ceed the amount of interest that the Sec-
retary estimates will be earned and paid to 
the fund during the fiscal year (reduced by 
the amount used under subparagraph (A)) to 
make the transfers described in paragraphs 
(2)(B) and (2)(C). 

‘‘(2) TRANSFERS DESCRIBED.—The transfers 
referred to in paragraph (1) are the following: 

‘‘(A) UNITED MINE WORKERS OF AMERICA 
COMBINED BENEFIT FUND.—A transfer to the 
United Mine Workers of America Combined 
Benefit Fund equal to the amount that the 
trustees of the Combined Benefit Fund esti-
mate will be expended from the fund for the 
fiscal year in which the transfer is made, re-
duced by— 

‘‘(i) the amount the trustees of the Com-
bined Benefit Fund estimate the Combined 
Benefit Fund will receive during the fiscal 
year in— 

‘‘(I) required premiums; and 
‘‘(II) payments paid by Federal agencies in 

connection with benefits provided by the 
Combined Benefit Fund; and 

‘‘(ii) the amount the trustees of the Com-
bined Benefit Fund estimate will be ex-

pended during the fiscal year to provide 
health benefits to beneficiaries who are un-
assigned beneficiaries solely as a result of 
the application of section 9706(h)(1) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986, but only to the 
extent that such amount does not exceed the 
amounts described in subsection (i)(1)(A) 
that the Secretary estimates will be avail-
able to pay such estimated expenditures. 

‘‘(B) UNITED MINE WORKERS OF AMERICA 1992 
BENEFIT PLAN.—A transfer to the United 
Mine Workers of America 1992 Benefit Plan, 
in an amount equal to the difference be-
tween— 

‘‘(i) the amount that the trustees of the 
1992 UMWA Benefit Plan estimate will be ex-
pended from the 1992 UMWA Benefit Plan 
during the next calendar year to provide the 
benefits required by the 1992 UMWA Benefit 
Plan on the date of enactment of this sub-
paragraph; minus 

‘‘(ii) the amount that the trustees of the 
1992 UMWA Benefit Plan estimate the 1992 
UMWA Benefit Plan will receive during the 
next calendar year in— 

‘‘(I) required monthly per beneficiary pre-
miums, including the amount of any security 
provided to the 1992 UMWA Benefit Plan that 
is available for use in the provision of bene-
fits; and 

‘‘(II) payments paid by Federal agencies in 
connection with benefits provided by the 1992 
UMWA benefit plan. 

‘‘(C) MULTIEMPLOYER HEALTH BENEFIT 
PLAN.—A transfer to the Multiemployer 
Health Benefit Plan established after July 
20, 1992, by the parties that are the settlors 
of the 1992 UMWA Benefit Plan referred to in 
subparagraph (B) (referred to in this sub-
paragraph and subparagraph (D) as ‘the 
Plan’), in an amount equal to the excess (if 
any) of— 

‘‘(i) the amount that the trustees of the 
Plan estimate will be expended from the 
Plan during the next calendar year, to pro-
vide benefits no greater than those provided 
by the Plan as of December 31, 2006; over 

‘‘(ii) the amount that the trustees esti-
mated the Plan will receive during the next 
calendar year in payments paid by Federal 
agencies in connection with benefits pro-
vided by the Plan. 

Such excess shall be calculated by taking 
into account only those beneficiaries actu-
ally enrolled in the Plan as of December 31, 
2006, who are eligible to receive benefits 
under the Plan on the first day of the cal-
endar year for which the transfer is made. 

‘‘(D) INDIVIDUALS CONSIDERED ENROLLED.— 
For purposes of subparagraph (C), any indi-
vidual who was eligible to receive benefits 
from the Plan as of the date of enactment of 
this subsection, even though benefits were 
being provided to the individual pursuant to 
a settlement agreement approved by order of 
a bankruptcy court entered on or before Sep-
tember 30, 2004, will be considered to be actu-
ally enrolled in the Plan and shall receive 
benefits from the Plan beginning on Decem-
ber 31, 2006. 

‘‘(3) ADJUSTMENT.—If, for any fiscal year, 
the amount of a transfer under subparagraph 
(A), (B), or (C) of paragraph (2) is more or 
less than the amount required to be trans-
ferred under that subparagraph, the Sec-
retary shall appropriately adjust the amount 
transferred under that subparagraph for the 
next fiscal year. 

‘‘(4) ADDITIONAL AMOUNTS.— 
‘‘(A) PREVIOUSLY CREDITED INTEREST.—Not-

withstanding any other provision of law, any 
interest credited to the fund that has not 
previously been transferred to the Combined 
Benefit Fund referred to in paragraph (2)(A) 
under this section— 

‘‘(i) shall be held in reserve by the Sec-
retary until such time as necessary to make 
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the payments under subparagraphs (A) and 
(B) of subsection (i)(1), as described in clause 
(ii); and 

‘‘(ii) in the event that the amounts de-
scribed in subsection (i)(1) are insufficient to 
make the maximum payments described in 
subparagraphs (A) and (B) of subsection 
(i)(1), shall be used by the Secretary to sup-
plement the payments so that the maximum 
amount permitted under those paragraphs is 
paid. 

‘‘(B) PREVIOUSLY ALLOCATED AMOUNTS.—All 
amounts allocated under subsection (g)(2) be-
fore the date of enactment of this subpara-
graph for the program described in section 
406, but not appropriated before that date, 
shall be available to the Secretary to make 
the transfers described in paragraph (2). 

‘‘(C) ADEQUACY OF PREVIOUSLY CREDITED IN-
TEREST.—The Secretary shall— 

‘‘(i) consult with the trustees of the plans 
described in paragraph (2) at reasonable in-
tervals; and 

‘‘(ii) notify Congress if a determination is 
made that the amounts held in reserve under 
subparagraph (A) are insufficient to meet fu-
ture requirements under subparagraph 
(A)(ii). 

‘‘(D) ADDITIONAL RESERVE AMOUNTS.—In ad-
dition to amounts held in reserve under sub-
paragraph (A), there is authorized to be ap-
propriated such sums as may be necessary 
for transfer to the fund to carry out the pur-
poses of subparagraph (A)(ii). 

‘‘(E) INAPPLICABILITY OF CAP.—The limita-
tion described in subsection (i)(3)(A) shall 
not apply to payments made from the re-
serve fund under this paragraph. 

‘‘(5) LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR NEXT FIS-

CAL YEAR.—The Secretary may make trans-
fers under subparagraphs (B) and (C) of para-
graph (2) for a calendar year only if the Sec-
retary determines, using actuarial projec-
tions provided by the trustees of the Com-
bined Benefit Fund referred to in paragraph 
(2)(A), that amounts will be available under 
paragraph (1), after the transfer, for the next 
fiscal year for making the transfer under 
paragraph (2)(A). 

‘‘(B) RATE OF CONTRIBUTIONS OF OBLIGORS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(I) RATE.—A transfer under paragraph 

(2)(C) shall not be made for a calendar year 
unless the persons that are obligated to con-
tribute to the plan referred to in paragraph 
(2)(C) on the date of the transfer are obli-
gated to make the contributions at rates 
that are no less than those in effect on the 
date which is 30 days before the date of en-
actment of this subsection. 

‘‘(II) APPLICATION.—The contributions de-
scribed in subclause (I) shall be applied first 
to the provision of benefits to those plan 
beneficiaries who are not described in para-
graph (2)(C)(ii). 

‘‘(ii) INITIAL CONTRIBUTIONS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—From the date of enact-

ment of the Surface Mining Control and Rec-
lamation Act Amendments of 2006 through 
December 31, 2010, the persons that, on the 
date of enactment of that Act, are obligated 
to contribute to the plan referred to in para-
graph (2)(C) shall be obligated, collectively, 
to make contributions equal to the amount 
described in paragraph (2)(C), less the 
amount actually transferred due to the oper-
ation of subparagraph (C). 

‘‘(II) FIRST CALENDAR YEAR.—Calendar year 
2006 is the first calendar year for which con-
tributions are required under this clause. 

‘‘(III) AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION FOR 2006.— 
Except as provided in subclause (IV), the 
amount described in paragraph (2)(C) for cal-
endar year 2006 shall be calculated as if para-
graph (2)(C) had been in effect during 2005. 

‘‘(IV) LIMITATION.—The contributions re-
quired under this clause for calendar year 

2006 shall not exceed the amount necessary 
for solvency of the plan described in para-
graph (2)(C), measured as of December 31, 
2006 and taking into account all assets held 
by the plan as of that date. 

‘‘(iii) DIVISION.—The collective annual con-
tribution obligation required under clause 
(ii) shall be divided among the persons sub-
ject to the obligation, and applied uniformly, 
based on the hours worked for which con-
tributions referred to in clause (i) would be 
owed. 

‘‘(C) PHASE-IN OF TRANSFERS.—For each of 
calendar years 2008 through 2010, the trans-
fers required under subparagraphs (B) and (C) 
of paragraph (2) shall equal the following 
amounts: 

‘‘(i) For calendar year 2008, the Secretary 
shall make transfers equal to 25 percent of 
the amounts that would otherwise be re-
quired under subparagraphs (B) and (C) of 
paragraph (2). 

‘‘(ii) For calendar year 2009, the Secretary 
shall make transfers equal to 50 percent of 
the amounts that would otherwise be re-
quired under subparagraphs (B) and (C) of 
paragraph (2). 

‘‘(iii) For calendar year 2010, the Secretary 
shall make transfers equal to 75 percent of 
the amounts that would otherwise be re-
quired under subparagraphs (B) and (C) of 
paragraph (2). 

‘‘(i) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (3), 

out of any funds in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall transfer to the plans de-
scribed in subsection (h)(2) such sums as are 
necessary to pay the following amounts: 

‘‘(A) To the Combined Fund (as defined in 
section 9701(a)(5) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 and referred to in this paragraph 
as the ‘Combined Fund’), the amount that 
the trustees of the Combined Fund estimate 
will be expended from premium accounts 
maintained by the Combined Fund for the 
fiscal year to provide benefits for bene-
ficiaries who are unassigned beneficiaries 
solely as a result of the application of sec-
tion 9706(h)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986, subject to the following limitations: 

‘‘(i) For fiscal year 2008, the amount paid 
under this subparagraph shall equal— 

‘‘(I) the amount described in subparagraph 
(A); minus 

‘‘(II) the amounts required under section 
9706(h)(3)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986. 

‘‘(ii) For fiscal year 2009, the amount paid 
under this subparagraph shall equal— 

‘‘(I) the amount described in subparagraph 
(A); minus 

‘‘(II) the amounts required under section 
9706(h)(3)(B) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986. 

‘‘(iii) For fiscal year 2010, the amount paid 
under this subparagraph shall equal— 

‘‘(I) the amount described in subparagraph 
(A); minus 

‘‘(II) the amounts required under section 
9706(h)(3)(C) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986. 

‘‘(B) On certification by the trustees of any 
plan described in subsection (h)(2) that the 
amount available for transfer by the Sec-
retary pursuant to this section (determined 
after application of any limitation under 
subsection (h)(5)) is less than the amount re-
quired to be transferred, to the plan the 
amount necessary to meet the requirement 
of subsection (h)(2). 

‘‘(C) To the Combined Fund, $9,000,000 on 
October 1, 2007, $9,000,000 on October 1, 2008, 
and $9,000,000 on October 1, 2009 (which 
amounts shall not be exceeded) to provide a 
refund of any premium (as described in sec-
tion 9704(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986) paid on or before September 7, 2000, to 

the Combined Fund, plus interest on the pre-
mium calculated at the rate of 7.5 percent 
per year, on a proportional basis and to be 
paid not later than 60 days after the date on 
which each payment is received by the Com-
bined Fund, to those signatory operators (to 
the extent that the Combined Fund has not 
previously returned the premium amounts to 
the operators), or any related persons to the 
operators (as defined in section 9701(c) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986), or their 
heirs, successors, or assigns who have been 
denied the refunds as the result of final judg-
ments or settlements if— 

‘‘(i) prior to the date of enactment of this 
paragraph, the signatory operator (or any re-
lated person to the operator)— 

‘‘(I) had all of its beneficiary assignments 
made under section 9706 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 voided by the Commis-
sioner of the Social Security Administra-
tion; and 

‘‘(II) was subject to a final judgment or 
final settlement of litigation adverse to a 
claim by the operator that the assignment of 
beneficiaries under section 9706 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 was unconstitu-
tional as applied to the operator; and 

‘‘(ii) on or before September 7, 2000, the sig-
natory operator (or any related person to the 
operator) had paid to the Combined Fund 
any premium amount that had not been re-
funded. 

‘‘(2) PAYMENTS TO STATES AND INDIAN 
TRIBES.—Subject to paragraph (3), out of any 
funds in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
transfer to the Secretary of the Interior for 
distribution to States and Indian tribes such 
sums as are necessary to pay amounts de-
scribed in paragraphs (1)(A) and (2)(A) of sec-
tion 411(h). 

‘‘(3) LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) CAP.—The total amount transferred 

under this subsection for any fiscal year 
shall not exceed $490,000,000. 

‘‘(B) INSUFFICIENT AMOUNTS.—In a case in 
which the amount required to be transferred 
without regard to this paragraph exceeds the 
maximum annual limitation in subparagraph 
(A), the Secretary shall adjust the transfers 
of funds so that— 

‘‘(i) each transfer for the fiscal year is a 
percentage of the amount described; 

‘‘(ii) the amount is determined without re-
gard to subsection (h)(5)(A); and 

‘‘(iii) the percentage transferred is the 
same for all transfers made under this sub-
section for the fiscal year. 

‘‘(4) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Funds shall 
be transferred under paragraph (1) and (2) be-
ginning in fiscal year 2008 and each fiscal 
year thereafter, and shall remain available 
until expended.’’. 
SEC. 313. OBJECTIVES OF FUND. 

Section 403 of the Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1233) 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘(1) the protection’’ and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(1)(A) the protection;’’; 
(ii) in subparagraph (A) (as designated by 

clause (i)), by striking ‘‘general welfare,’’; 
and 

(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) the restoration of land and water re-

sources and the environment that— 
‘‘(i) have been degraded by the adverse ef-

fects of coal mining practices; and 
‘‘(ii) are adjacent to a site that has been or 

will be remediated under subparagraph (A);’’; 
(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘(2) the protection’’ and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(2)(A) the protection’’; 
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(ii) in subparagraph (A) (as designated by 

clause (i), by striking ‘‘health, safety, and 
general welfare’’ and inserting ‘‘health and 
safety’’; and 

(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) the restoration of land and water re-

sources and the environment that— 
‘‘(i) have been degraded by the adverse ef-

fects of coal mining practices; and 
‘‘(ii) are adjacent to a site that has been or 

will be remediated under subparagraph (A); 
and’’; 

(C) in paragraph (3), by striking the semi-
colon at the end and inserting a period; and 

(D) by striking paragraphs (4) and (5); 
(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by striking the subsection heading and 

inserting ‘‘WATER SUPPLY RESTORATION.—’’; 
and 

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘up to 30 
percent of the’’; and 

(3) in the second sentence of subsection (c), 
by inserting ‘‘, subject to the approval of the 
Secretary,’’ after ‘‘amendments’’. 
SEC. 314. RECLAMATION OF RURAL LAND. 

(a) ADMINISTRATION.—Section 406(h) of the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1236(h)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘Soil Conservation Service’’ and in-
serting ‘‘Natural Resources Conservation 
Service’’. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
CARRYING OUT RURAL LAND RECLAMATION.— 
Section 406 of the Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1236) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(i) There are authorized to be appro-
priated to the Secretary of Agriculture, from 
amounts in the Treasury other than amounts 
in the fund, such sums as may be necessary 
to carry out this section.’’. 
SEC. 315. LIENS. 

Section 408(a) of the Surface Mining Con-
trol and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 
1238) is amended in the last sentence by 
striking ‘‘who owned the surface prior to 
May 2, 1977, and’’. 
SEC. 316. CERTIFICATION. 

Section 411 of the Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1240a) 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘(1)’’ before the first sen-

tence; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2)(A) The Secretary may, on the initia-

tive of the Secretary, make the certification 
referred to in paragraph (1) on behalf of any 
State or Indian tribe referred to in para-
graph (1) if on the basis of the inventory re-
ferred to in section 403(c) all reclamation 
projects relating to the priorities described 
in section 403(a) for eligible land and water 
pursuant to section 404 in the State or tribe 
have been completed. 

‘‘(B) The Secretary shall only make the 
certification after notice in the Federal Reg-
ister and opportunity for public comment.’’; 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(h) PAYMENTS TO STATES AND INDIAN 

TRIBES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) PAYMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 

401(f)(3)(B), from funds referred to in section 
402(i)(2), the Secretary shall make payments 
to States or Indian tribes for the amount due 
for the aggregate unappropriated amount al-
located to the State or Indian tribe under 
subparagraph (A) or (B) of section 402(g)(1). 

‘‘(ii) CONVERSION AS EQUIVALENT PAY-
MENTS.—Amounts allocated under subpara-
graphs (A) or (B) of section 402(g)(1) shall be 
reallocated to the allocation established in 
section 402(g)(5) in amounts equivalent to 

payments made to States or Indian tribes 
under this paragraph. 

‘‘(B) AMOUNT DUE.—In this paragraph, the 
term ‘amount due’ means the unappropriated 
amount allocated to a State or Indian tribe 
before October 1, 2007, under subparagraph 
(A) or (B) of section 402(g)(1). 

‘‘(C) SCHEDULE.—Payments under subpara-
graph (A) shall be made in 7 equal annual in-
stallments, beginning with fiscal year 2008. 

‘‘(D) USE OF FUNDS.— 
‘‘(i) CERTIFIED STATES AND INDIAN TRIBES.— 

A State or Indian tribe that makes a certifi-
cation under subsection (a) in which the Sec-
retary concurs shall use any amounts pro-
vided under this paragraph for the purposes 
established by the State legislature or tribal 
council of the Indian tribe, with priority 
given for addressing the impacts of mineral 
development. 

‘‘(ii) UNCERTIFIED STATES AND INDIAN 
TRIBES.—A State or Indian tribe that has not 
made a certification under subsection (a) in 
which the Secretary has concurred shall use 
any amounts provided under this paragraph 
for the purposes described in section 403. 

‘‘(2) SUBSEQUENT STATE AND INDIAN TRIBE 
SHARE FOR CERTIFIED STATES AND INDIAN 
TRIBES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 
401(f)(3)(B), from funds referred to in section 
402(i)(2), the Secretary shall pay to each cer-
tified State or Indian tribe an amount equal 
to the sum of the aggregate unappropriated 
amount allocated on or after October 1, 2007, 
to the certified State or Indian tribe under 
subparagraph (A) or (B) of section 402(g)(1). 

‘‘(B) CERTIFIED STATE OR INDIAN TRIBE DE-
FINED.—In this paragraph the term ‘certified 
State or Indian tribe’ means a State or In-
dian tribe for which a certification is made 
under subsection (a) in which the Secretary 
concurs. 

‘‘(3) MANNER OF PAYMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), payments to States or Indian tribes 
under this subsection shall be made without 
regard to any limitation in section 401(d) and 
concurrently with payments to States under 
that section. 

‘‘(B) INITIAL PAYMENTS.—The first 3 pay-
ments made to any State or Indian tribe 
shall be reduced to 25 percent, 50 percent, 
and 75 percent, respectively, of the amounts 
otherwise required under paragraph (2)(A). 

‘‘(C) INSTALLMENTS.—Amounts withheld 
from the first 3 annual installments as pro-
vided under subparagraph (B) shall be paid in 
2 equal annual installments beginning with 
fiscal year 2018. 

‘‘(4) REALLOCATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The amount allocated to 

any State or Indian tribe under subpara-
graph (A) or (B) of section 402(g)(1) that is 
paid to the State or Indian tribe as a result 
of a payment under paragraph (1) or (2) shall 
be reallocated and available for grants under 
section 402(g)(5). 

‘‘(B) ALLOCATION.—The grants shall be al-
located based on the amount of coal histori-
cally produced before August 3, 1977, in the 
same manner as under section 402(g)(5).’’. 
SEC. 317. REMINING INCENTIVES. 

Title IV of the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1231 et 
seq.) is amended by adding at the following: 
‘‘SEC. 415. REMINING INCENTIVES. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this Act, the Secretary 
may, after opportunity for public comment, 
promulgate regulations that describe condi-
tions under which amounts in the fund may 
be used to provide incentives to promote re-
mining of eligible land under section 404 in a 
manner that leverages the use of amounts 
from the fund to achieve more reclamation 
with respect to the eligible land than would 
be achieved without the incentives. 

‘‘(b) REQUIREMENTS.—Any regulations pro-
mulgated under subsection (a) shall specify 
that the incentives shall apply only if the 
Secretary determines, with the concurrence 
of the State regulatory authority referred to 
in title V, that, without the incentives, the 
eligible land would not be likely to be 
remined and reclaimed. 

‘‘(c) INCENTIVES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Incentives that may be 

considered for inclusion in the regulations 
promulgated under subsection (a) include, 
but are not limited to— 

‘‘(A) a rebate or waiver of the reclamation 
fees required under section 402(a); and 

‘‘(B) the use of amounts in the fund to pro-
vide financial assurance for remining oper-
ations in lieu of all or a portion of the per-
formance bonds required under section 509. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) USE.—A rebate or waiver under para-

graph (1)(A) shall be used only for operations 
that— 

‘‘(i) remove or reprocess abandoned coal 
mine waste; or 

‘‘(ii) conduct remining activities that meet 
the priorities specified in paragraph (1) or (2) 
of section 403(a). 

‘‘(B) AMOUNT.—The amount of a rebate or 
waiver provided as an incentive under para-
graph (1)(A) to remine or reclaim eligible 
land shall not exceed the estimated cost of 
reclaiming the eligible land under this sec-
tion.’’. 
SEC. 318. EXTENSION OF LIMITATION ON APPLI-

CATION OF PROHIBITION ON 
ISSUANCE OF PERMIT. 

Section 510(e) of the Surface Mining Con-
trol and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 
1260(e)) is amended by striking the last sen-
tence. 
SEC. 319. TRIBAL REGULATION OF SURFACE 

COAL MINING AND RECLAMATION 
OPERATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 710 of the Surface 
Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 
(30 U.S.C. 1300) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(j) TRIBAL REGULATORY AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(1) TRIBAL REGULATORY PROGRAMS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, an Indian tribe may 
apply for, and obtain the approval of, a tribal 
program under section 503 regulating in 
whole or in part surface coal mining and rec-
lamation operations on reservation land 
under the jurisdiction of the Indian tribe 
using the procedures of section 504(e). 

‘‘(B) REFERENCES TO STATE.—For purposes 
of this subsection and the implementation 
and administration of a tribal program under 
title V, any reference to a ‘State’ in this Act 
shall be considered to be a reference to a 
‘tribe’. 

‘‘(2) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The fact that an indi-

vidual is a member of an Indian tribe does 
not in itself constitute a violation of section 
201(f). 

‘‘(B) EMPLOYEES OF TRIBAL REGULATORY AU-
THORITY.—Any employee of a tribal regu-
latory authority shall not be eligible for a 
per capita distribution of any proceeds from 
coal mining operations conducted on Indian 
reservation lands under this Act. 

‘‘(3) SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY.—To receive pri-
mary regulatory authority under section 
504(e), an Indian tribe shall waive sovereign 
immunity for purposes of section 520 and 
paragraph (4). 

‘‘(4) JUDICIAL REVIEW.— 
‘‘(A) CIVIL ACTIONS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—After exhausting all trib-

al remedies with respect to a civil action 
arising under a tribal program approved 
under section 504(e), an interested party may 
file a petition for judicial review of the civil 
action in the United States circuit court for 
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the circuit in which the surface coal mining 
operation named in the petition is located. 

‘‘(ii) SCOPE OF REVIEW.— 
‘‘(I) QUESTIONS OF LAW.—The United States 

circuit court shall review de novo any ques-
tions of law under clause (i). 

‘‘(II) FINDINGS OF FACT.—The United States 
circuit court shall review findings of fact 
under clause (i) using a clearly erroneous 
standard. 

‘‘(B) CRIMINAL ACTIONS.—Any criminal ac-
tion brought under section 518 with respect 
to surface coal mining or reclamation oper-
ations on Indian reservation lands shall be 
brought in— 

‘‘(i) the United States District Court for 
the District of Columbia; or 

‘‘(ii) the United States district court in 
which the criminal activity is alleged to 
have occurred. 

‘‘(5) GRANTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), grants for developing, ad-
ministering, and enforcing tribal programs 
approved in accordance with section 504(e) 
shall be provided to an Indian tribe in ac-
cordance with section 705. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding sub-
paragraph (A), the Federal share of the costs 
of developing, administering, and enforcing 
an approved tribal program shall be 100 per-
cent. 

‘‘(6) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date on which a tribal program is 
approved under subsection (e) of section 504, 
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report, de-
veloped in cooperation with the applicable 
Indian tribe, on the tribal program that in-
cludes a recommendation of the Secretary 
on whether primary regulatory authority 
under that subsection should be expanded to 
include additional Indian lands.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
710(i) of the Surface Mining Control and Rec-
lamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1300(i)) is 
amended in the first sentence by striking ‘‘, 
except’’ and all that follows through ‘‘sec-
tion 503’’. 

Subtitle B—Coal Industry Retiree Health 
Benefit Act 

SEC. 321. CERTAIN RELATED PERSONS AND SUC-
CESSORS IN INTEREST RELIEVED OF 
LIABILITY IF PREMIUMS PREPAID. 

(a) COMBINED BENEFIT FUND.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 9704 of the Inter-

nal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to liabil-
ity of assigned operators) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(j) PREPAYMENT OF PREMIUM LIABILITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If— 
‘‘(A) a payment meeting the requirements 

of paragraph (3) is made to the Combined 
Fund by or on behalf of— 

‘‘(i) any assigned operator to which this 
subsection applies, or 

‘‘(ii) any related person to any assigned op-
erator described in clause (i), and 

‘‘(B) the common parent of the controlled 
group of corporations described in paragraph 
(2)(B) is jointly and severally liable for any 
premium under this section which (but for 
this subsection) would be required to be paid 
by the assigned operator or related person, 

then such common parent (and no other per-
son) shall be liable for such premium. 

‘‘(2) ASSIGNED OPERATORS TO WHICH SUB-
SECTION APPLIES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—This subsection shall 
apply to any assigned operator if— 

‘‘(i) the assigned operator (or a related per-
son to the assigned operator)— 

‘‘(I) made contributions to the 1950 UMWA 
Benefit Plan and the 1974 UMWA Benefit 
Plan for employment during the period cov-
ered by the 1988 agreement; and 

‘‘(II) is not a 1988 agreement operator, 

‘‘(ii) the assigned operator (and all related 
persons to the assigned operator) are not ac-
tively engaged in the production of coal as of 
July 1, 2005, and 

‘‘(iii) the assigned operator was, as of July 
20, 1992, a member of a controlled group of 
corporations described in subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(B) CONTROLLED GROUP OF CORPORA-
TIONS.—A controlled group of corporations is 
described in this subparagraph if the com-
mon parent of such group is a corporation 
the shares of which are publicly traded on a 
United States exchange. 

‘‘(C) COORDINATION WITH REPEAL OF ASSIGN-
MENTS.—A person shall not fail to be treated 
as an assigned operator to which this sub-
section applies solely because the person 
ceases to be an assigned operator by reason 
of section 9706(h)(1) if the person otherwise 
meets the requirements of this subsection 
and is liable for the payment of premiums 
under section 9706(h)(3). 

‘‘(D) CONTROLLED GROUP.—For purposes of 
this subsection, the term ‘controlled group 
of corporations’ has the meaning given such 
term by section 52(a). 

‘‘(3) REQUIREMENTS.—A payment meets the 
requirements of this paragraph if— 

‘‘(A) the amount of the payment is not less 
than the present value of the total premium 
liability under this chapter with respect to 
the Combined Fund of the assigned operators 
or related persons described in paragraph (1) 
or their assignees, as determined by the op-
erator’s or related person’s enrolled actuary 
(as defined in section 7701(a)(35)) using actu-
arial methods and assumptions each of which 
is reasonable and which are reasonable in the 
aggregate, as determined by such enrolled 
actuary; 

‘‘(B) such enrolled actuary files with the 
Secretary of Labor a signed actuarial report 
containing— 

‘‘(i) the date of the actuarial valuation ap-
plicable to the report; and 

‘‘(ii) a statement by the enrolled actuary 
signing the report that, to the best of the ac-
tuary’s knowledge, the report is complete 
and accurate and that in the actuary’s opin-
ion the actuarial assumptions used are in the 
aggregate reasonably related to the experi-
ence of the operator and to reasonable expec-
tations; and 

‘‘(C) 90 calendar days have elapsed after 
the report required by subparagraph (B) is 
filed with the Secretary of Labor, and the 
Secretary of Labor has not notified the as-
signed operator in writing that the require-
ments of this paragraph have not been satis-
fied. 

‘‘(4) USE OF PREPAYMENT.—The Combined 
Fund shall— 

‘‘(A) establish and maintain an account for 
each assigned operator or related person by, 
or on whose behalf, a payment described in 
paragraph (3) was made, 

‘‘(B) credit such account with such pay-
ment (and any earnings thereon), and 

‘‘(C) use all amounts in such account ex-
clusively to pay premiums that would (but 
for this subsection) be required to be paid by 
the assigned operator. 

Upon termination of the obligations for the 
premium liability of any assigned operator 
or related person for which such account is 
maintained, all funds remaining in such ac-
count (and earnings thereon) shall be re-
funded to such person as may be designated 
by the common parent described in para-
graph (1)(B).’’. 

(b) INDIVIDUAL EMPLOYER PLANS.—Section 
9711(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
(relating to joint and several liability) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(c) JOINT AND SEVERAL LIABILITY OF RE-
LATED PERSONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), each related person of a last 

signatory operator to which subsection (a) or 
(b) applies shall be jointly and severally lia-
ble with the last signatory operator for the 
provision of health care coverage described 
in subsection (a) or (b). 

‘‘(2) LIABILITY LIMITED IF SECURITY PRO-
VIDED.—If— 

‘‘(A) security meeting the requirements of 
paragraph (3) is provided by or on behalf of— 

‘‘(i) any last signatory operator which is 
an assigned operator described in section 
9704(j)(2), or 

‘‘(ii) any related person to any last signa-
tory operator described in clause (i), and 

‘‘(B) the common parent of the controlled 
group of corporations described in section 
9704(j)(2)(B) is jointly and severally liable for 
the provision of health care under this sec-
tion which, but for this paragraph, would be 
required to be provided by the last signatory 
operator or related person, 
then, as of the date the security is provided, 
such common parent (and no other person) 
shall be liable for the provision of health 
care under this section which the last signa-
tory operator or related person would other-
wise be required to provide. Security may be 
provided under this paragraph without re-
gard to whether a payment was made under 
section 9704(j). 

‘‘(3) SECURITY.—Security meets the re-
quirements of this paragraph if— 

‘‘(A) the security— 
‘‘(i) is in the form of a bond, letter of cred-

it, or cash escrow, 
‘‘(ii) is provided to the trustees of the 1992 

UMWA Benefit Plan solely for the purpose of 
paying premiums for beneficiaries who would 
be described in section 9712(b)(2)(B) if the re-
quirements of this section were not met by 
the last signatory operator, and 

‘‘(iii) is in an amount equal to 1 year of li-
ability of the last signatory operator under 
this section, determined by using the aver-
age cost of such operator’s liability during 
the prior 3 calendar years; 

‘‘(B) the security is in addition to any 
other security required under any other pro-
vision of this title; and 

‘‘(C) the security remains in place for 5 
years. 

‘‘(4) REFUNDS OF SECURITY.—The remaining 
amount of any security provided under this 
subsection (and earnings thereon) shall be 
refunded to the last signatory operator as of 
the earlier of— 

‘‘(A) the termination of the obligations of 
the last signatory operator under this sec-
tion, or 

‘‘(B) the end of the 5-year period described 
in paragraph (4)(C).’’. 

(c) 1992 UMWA BENEFIT PLAN.—Section 
9712(d)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 (relating to joint and several liability) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new sentence: ‘‘The provisions of section 
9711(c)(2) shall apply to any last signatory 
operator described in such section (without 
regard to whether security is provided under 
such section, a payment is made under sec-
tion 9704(j), or both) and if security meeting 
the requirements of section 9711(c)(3) is pro-
vided, the common parent described in sec-
tion 9711(c)(2)(B) shall be exclusively respon-
sible for any liability for premiums under 
this section which, but for this sentence, 
would be required to be paid by the last sig-
natory operator or any related person.’’. 

(d) SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST.—Section 9701(c) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relat-
ing to terms relating to operators) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(8) SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST.— 
‘‘(A) SAFE HARBOR.—The term ‘successor in 

interest’ shall not include any person who— 
‘‘(i) is an unrelated person to an eligible 

seller described in subparagraph (C); and 
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‘‘(ii) purchases for fair market value as-

sets, or all of the stock, of a related person 
to such seller, in a bona fide, arm’s-length 
sale. 

‘‘(B) UNRELATED PERSON.—The term ‘unre-
lated person’ means a purchaser who does 
not bear a relationship to the eligible seller 
described in section 267(b). 

‘‘(C) ELIGIBLE SELLER.—For purposes of 
this paragraph, the term ‘eligible seller’ 
means an assigned operator described in sec-
tion 9704(j)(2) or a related person to such as-
signed operator.’’. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act, except 
that the amendment made by subsection (d) 
shall apply to transactions after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 322. TRANSFERS TO FUNDS; PREMIUM RE-

LIEF. 
(a) COMBINED FUND.— 
(1) FEDERAL TRANSFERS.—Section 9705(b) of 

the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating 
to transfers from Abandoned Mine Reclama-
tion Fund) is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘section 
402(h)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsections (h) and (i) 
of section 402’’; 

(B) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(2) USE OF FUNDS.—Any amount trans-
ferred under paragraph (1) for any fiscal year 
shall be used to pay benefits and administra-
tive costs of beneficiaries of the Combined 
Fund or for such other purposes as are spe-
cifically provided in the Acts described in 
paragraph (1).’’; and 

(C) by striking ‘‘FROM ABANDONED MINE 
RECLAMATION FUND’’. 

(2) MODIFICATIONS OF PREMIUMS TO REFLECT 
FEDERAL TRANSFERS.— 

(A) ELIMINATION OF UNASSIGNED BENE-
FICIARIES PREMIUM.—Section 9704(d) of such 
Code (establishing unassigned beneficiaries 
premium) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(d) UNASSIGNED BENEFICIARIES PREMIUM.— 
‘‘(1) PLAN YEARS ENDING ON OR BEFORE SEP-

TEMBER 30, 2006.—For plan years ending on or 
before September 30, 2006, the unassigned 
beneficiaries premium for any assigned oper-
ator shall be equal to the applicable percent-
age of the product of the per beneficiary pre-
mium for the plan year multiplied by the 
number of eligible beneficiaries who are not 
assigned under section 9706 to any person for 
such plan year. 

‘‘(2) PLAN YEARS BEGINNING ON OR AFTER OC-
TOBER 1, 2006.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For plan years begin-
ning on or after October 1, 2006, subject to 
subparagraph (B), there shall be no unas-
signed beneficiaries premium, and benefit 
costs with respect to eligible beneficiaries 
who are not assigned under section 9706 to 
any person for any such plan year shall be 
paid from amounts transferred under section 
9705(b). 

‘‘(B) INADEQUATE TRANSFERS.—If, for any 
plan year beginning on or after October 1, 
2006, the amounts transferred under section 
9705(b) are less than the amounts required to 
be transferred to the Combined Fund under 
subsection (h)(2)(A) or (i) of section 402 of the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1232)), then the unas-
signed beneficiaries premium for any as-
signed operator shall be equal to the opera-
tor’s applicable percentage of the amount re-
quired to be so transferred which was not so 
transferred.’’. 

(B) PREMIUM ACCOUNTS.— 
(i) CREDITING OF ACCOUNTS.—Section 

9704(e)(1) of such Code (relating to premium 
accounts; adjustments) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘and amounts transferred under section 
9705(b)’’ after ‘‘premiums received’’. 

(ii) SURPLUSES ATTRIBUTABLE TO PUBLIC 
FUNDING.—Section 9704(e)(3)(A) of such Code 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new sentence: ‘‘Amounts credited to 
an account from amounts transferred under 
section 9705(b) shall not be taken into ac-
count in determining whether there is a sur-
plus in the account for purposes of this para-
graph.’’ 

(C) APPLICABLE PERCENTAGE.—Section 
9704(f)(2) of such Code (relating to annual ad-
justments) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) In the case of plan years beginning on 
or after October 1, 2007, the total number of 
assigned eligible beneficiaries shall be re-
duced by the eligible beneficiaries whose as-
signments have been revoked under section 
9706(h).’’. 

(3) ASSIGNMENTS AND REASSIGNMENT.—Sec-
tion 9706 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
(relating to assignment of eligible bene-
ficiaries) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(h) ASSIGNMENTS AS OF OCTOBER 1, 2007.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the premium 

obligation set forth in paragraph (3), the 
Commissioner of Social Security shall— 

‘‘(A) revoke all assignments to persons 
other than 1988 agreement operators for pur-
poses of assessing premiums for plan years 
beginning on and after October 1, 2007; and 

‘‘(B) make no further assignments to per-
sons other than 1988 agreement operators, 
except that no individual who becomes an 
unassigned beneficiary by reason of subpara-
graph (A) may be assigned to a 1988 agree-
ment operator. 

‘‘(2) REASSIGNMENT UPON PURCHASE.—This 
subsection shall not be construed to prohibit 
the reassignment under subsection (b)(2) of 
an eligible beneficiary. 

‘‘(3) LIABILITY OF PERSONS DURING THREE 
FISCAL YEARS BEGINNING ON AND AFTER OCTO-
BER 1, 2007.—In the case of each of the fiscal 
years beginning on October 1, 2007, 2008, and 
2009, each person other than a 1988 agreement 
operator shall pay to the Combined Fund the 
following percentage of the amount of an-
nual premiums that such person would oth-
erwise be required to pay under section 
9704(a), determined on the basis of assign-
ments in effect without regard to the revoca-
tion of assignments under paragraph (1)(A): 

‘‘(A) For the fiscal year beginning on Octo-
ber 1, 2007, 55 percent. 

‘‘(B) For the fiscal year beginning on Octo-
ber 1, 2008, 40 percent. 

‘‘(C) For the fiscal year beginning on Octo-
ber 1, 2009, 15 percent.’’. 

(4) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to plan 
years of the Combined Fund beginning after 
September 30, 2006. 

(b) 1992 UMWA BENEFIT AND OTHER 
PLANS.— 

(1) TRANSFERS TO PLANS.—Section 9712(a) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating 
to the establishment and coverage of the 1992 
UMWA Benefit Plan) is amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(3) TRANSFERS UNDER OTHER FEDERAL 
STATUTES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The 1992 UMWA Benefit 
Plan shall include any amount transferred to 
the plan under subsections (h) and (i) of sec-
tion 402 of the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1232). 

‘‘(B) USE OF FUNDS.—Any amount trans-
ferred under subparagraph (A) for any fiscal 
year shall be used to provide the health ben-
efits described in subsection (c) with respect 
to any beneficiary for whom no monthly per 
beneficiary premium is paid pursuant to 
paragraph (1)(A) or (3) of subsection (d). 

‘‘(4) SPECIAL RULE FOR 1993 PLAN.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The plan described in 

section 402(h)(2)(C) of the Surface Mining 

Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 
U.S.C. 1232(h)(2)(C)) shall include any 
amount transferred to the plan under sub-
sections (h) and (i) of the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 
U.S.C. 1232). 

‘‘(B) USE OF FUNDS.—Any amount trans-
ferred under subparagraph (A) for any fiscal 
year shall be used to provide the health ben-
efits described in section 402(h)(2)(C)(i) of the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1232(h)(2)(C)(i)) to indi-
viduals described in section 402(h)(2)(C) of 
such Act (30 U.S.C. 1232(h)(2)(C)).’’. 

(2) PREMIUM ADJUSTMENTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 9712(d)(1) of such 

Code (relating to guarantee of benefits) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—All 1988 last signatory 
operators shall be responsible for financing 
the benefits described in subsection (c) by 
meeting the following requirements in ac-
cordance with the contribution requirements 
established in the 1992 UMWA Benefit Plan: 

‘‘(A) The payment of a monthly per bene-
ficiary premium by each 1988 last signatory 
operator for each eligible beneficiary of such 
operator who is described in subsection (b)(2) 
and who is receiving benefits under the 1992 
UMWA benefit plan. 

‘‘(B) The provision of a security (in the 
form of a bond, letter of credit, or cash es-
crow) in an amount equal to a portion of the 
projected future cost to the 1992 UMWA Ben-
efit Plan of providing health benefits for eli-
gible and potentially eligible beneficiaries 
attributable to the 1988 last signatory oper-
ator. 

‘‘(C) If the amounts transferred under sub-
section (a)(3) are less than the amounts re-
quired to be transferred to the 1992 UMWA 
Benefit Plan under subsections (h) and (i) of 
section 402 of the Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1232), 
the payment of an additional backstop pre-
mium by each 1988 last signatory operator 
which is equal to such operator’s share of the 
amounts required to be so transferred but 
which were not so transferred, determined on 
the basis of the number of eligible and poten-
tially eligible beneficiaries attributable to 
the operator.’’. 

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 
9712(d) of such Code is amended— 

(i) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking 
‘‘prefunding’’ and inserting ‘‘backstop’’, and 

(ii) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘para-
graph (1)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph (1) 
(A)’’. 

(C) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this paragraph shall apply to fiscal 
years beginning on or after October 1, 2010. 

SEC. 323. OTHER PROVISIONS. 

(a) BOARD OF TRUSTEES.—Section 9702(b) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating 
to board of trustees of the Combined Fund) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(b) BOARD OF TRUSTEES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of sub-

section (a), the board of trustees for the 
Combined Fund shall be appointed as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(A) 2 individuals who represent employers 
in the coal mining industry shall be des-
ignated by the BCOA; 

‘‘(B) 2 individuals designated by the United 
Mine Workers of America; and 

‘‘(C) 3 individuals selected by the individ-
uals appointed under subparagraphs (A) and 
(B). 

‘‘(2) SUCCESSOR TRUSTEES.—Any successor 
trustee shall be appointed in the same man-
ner as the trustee being succeeded. The plan 
establishing the Combined Fund shall pro-
vide for the removal of trustees. 
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‘‘(3) SPECIAL RULE.—If the BCOA ceases to 

exist, any trustee or successor under para-
graph (1)(A) shall be designated by the 3 em-
ployers who were members of the BCOA on 
the enactment date and who have been as-
signed the greatest number of eligible bene-
ficiaries under section 9706.’’. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT OF OBLIGATIONS.— 
(1) FAILURE TO PAY PREMIUMS.—Section 

9707(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(a) FAILURES TO PAY.— 
‘‘(1) PREMIUMS FOR ELIGIBLE BENE-

FICIARIES.—There is hereby imposed a pen-
alty on the failure of any assigned operator 
to pay any premium required to be paid 
under section 9704 with respect to any eligi-
ble beneficiary. 

‘‘(2) CONTRIBUTIONS REQUIRED UNDER THE 
MINING LAWS.—There is hereby imposed a 
penalty on the failure of any person to make 
a contribution required under section 
402(h)(5)(B)(ii) of the Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act of 1977 to a plan re-
ferred to in section 402(h)(2)(C) of such Act. 
For purposes of applying this section, each 
such required monthly contribution for the 
hours worked of any individual shall be 
treated as if it were a premium required to 
be paid under section 9704 with respect to an 
eligible beneficiary.’’. 

(2) CIVIL ENFORCEMENT.—Section 9721 of 
such Code is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 9721. CIVIL ENFORCEMENT. 

‘‘The provisions of section 4301 of the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 shall apply, in the same manner as any 
claim arising out of an obligation to pay 
withdrawal liability under subtitle E of title 
IV of such Act, to any claim— 

‘‘(1) arising out of an obligation to pay any 
amount required to be paid by this chapter; 
or 

‘‘(2) arising out of an obligation to pay any 
amount required by section 402(h)(5)(B)(ii) of 
the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1232(h)(5)(B)(ii)).’’. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
(during the reading). Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to recommit be considered as read 
and printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman is recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 

Mr. Speaker, there has been a lot of 
discussion and there appears to be al-
most unanimity in this Congress that 
we should be raising the minimum 
wage. But it also is very clear from 
this discussion that if we proceed with 
the bill that is before us offered by the 
majority in this House, that we will 
not accomplish transferring that legis-
lation into the law of the land, because 
that legislation has very little chance 
of passing in the time remaining in 
this House. 

We offer this motion to recommit be-
cause in this motion we offer the min-
imum wage, we offer the extenders that 
are present in the bill that is before us, 
and the provisions for coal mining. 
These are important, they are widely 
supported in the Congress; we voted on 
them many times, and they are impor-
tant for all the reasons people cited 
here today. But, most importantly, it 
will allow us to have in effect an up-or- 

down vote on the minimum wage be-
cause it will not have the poison pill of 
the estate tax, all of the costs, all of 
the deficit that is created by that legis-
lation. It will not bring that con-
troversy to this chance, the first 
chance in 9 years to raise the minimum 
wage for those people working at the 
federally mandated minimum wage of 
$5.15 an hour. 

We have now seen that many, many 
Members of this Congress have decided 
that that is no longer acceptable in 
this country, that we cannot mandate 
under Federal law that that is the min-
imum wage for these people. And so we 
have an opportunity to change it, but 
the only real opportunity to change it 
comes with the motion to recommit, 
where we can clean this legislation up, 
we can take the poison pill out, we can 
take the deficit spending out, we can 
take the privilege out of this legisla-
tion, and we can address the important 
priorities of this Nation. 

That is what we should be doing at 
this point in this session of this Con-
gress. That is what we should be doing 
at 5 minutes after 1 o’clock in the 
morning. We should be addressing the 
important priorities of this Nation, and 
we should do it in the manner that en-
sures, that almost guarantees the op-
portunity to pass the minimum wage 
so that these people can help to lift 
themselves out of poverty, help to be 
able to provide the wherewithal for 
their families, and be able to continue 
in their employment. 

We don’t have to go the route that 
the Republicans went with the min-
imum wage where these people have to 
wait another 18 months. We don’t have 
to go through this business of taking 
away the wages from people who earn 
tips. We don’t have to do any of that. 
We can have a clean minimum wage, 
we can have clean extenders, clean coal 
provisions, and we can go about our 
way and take care of the priorities of 
this Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from New York. 

Mr. RANGEL. I thank the gentleman 
from California. 

For those who have been listening to 
this debate, you would notice that the 
Republicans have never talked about 
one part of this bill. I heard the distin-
guished chairman of the committee go 
through all of the things that he re-
quested a ‘‘yes’’ for, and he never men-
tioned the giveaway for the rich in the 
estate tax repeal. 

Everything that he talked about 
dealt with helping the poor folks get an 
increase in minimum wage. Well, that 
is the motion to recommit. I think he 
mentioned something, other people did, 
about helping the poor coal miners. 
That is here. I know he talked about 
the carefully skilled extension, the tax 
bills that expire, the extenders for 
that, and that is in it. And so since he 
didn’t mention the estate tax repeal, a 
motion to recommit takes it away. 
And so we can all start reading from 
the same page and say this is like the 

Thomas-Rangel bill: it takes care of 
the poor that are working, the 6 mil-
lion workers that deserve a pay in-
crease. It takes care of the extenders 
that are so badly needed that takes 
care of a lot of kids and tax incentives 
for disadvantaged workers and school 
teachers and school renovations. And 
so it does a lot of these good things. 

But how can we refuse to see, pardon 
the pun, the elephant in the living 
room? Because it is there, and that ele-
phant is called estate tax repeal. And 
you can say it any way that you want; 
if you want to do the good things that 
are in this bill, package, if you will, 
you have got to buy that elephant. And 
we are saying that not all of us are pre-
pared to do it. We can take care of 
those people who work every day and 
believe that this Congress should be 
there for them, not as Republicans, not 
as Democrats, but the Congress. 

These people deserve better than 
waiting until after midnight and tak-
ing their destiny and tying it up with 
an $800 billion elephant to provide re-
lief for the richest in this country. I 
urge you to support the motion to re-
commit tonight. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
opposition to the motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, speaker 
after speaker after speaker on the 
other side of the aisle went in the well. 
What was the common plea? Give us a 
clean vote on minimum wage. Just give 
us a clean vote on minimum wage. You 
have got 169 pages here. They wrote it. 
They can’t even write a motion to re-
commit that is a clean vote on the 
minimum wage. I am offended. And any 
other Member who is offended, vote 
‘‘no’’ on the motion to recommit. 

Mr. THOMAS. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to recommit. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to recommit. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I demand 
a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 and clause 9 of rule XX, 
this 15-minute vote on the motion to 
recommit will be followed by 5-minute 
votes, if ordered, on passage of H.R. 
5970, and conference report on S. 250. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 190, noes 220, 
not voting 23, as follows: 

[Roll No. 424] 

AYES—190 

Ackerman 
Allen 
Andrews 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Bean 

Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 

Blumenauer 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boyd 
Brady (PA) 
Brown (OH) 
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Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardin 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carson 
Case 
Chandler 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (FL) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (TN) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle 
Emanuel 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Ford 
Frank (MA) 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Herseth 
Higgins 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 

Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (OH) 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy (RI) 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick (MI) 
Kind 
Kucinich 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lipinski 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Maloney 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCollum (MN) 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Millender- 

McDonald 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Ney 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Owens 
Pallone 
Pascrell 

Pastor 
Pelosi 
Peterson (MN) 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reyes 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sabo 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sanders 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz (PA) 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sherman 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Spratt 
Strickland 
Stupak 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor (MS) 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Wexler 
Wilson (NM) 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 

NOES—220 

Abercrombie 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachus 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bass 
Beauprez 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonilla 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boustany 
Bradley (NH) 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carter 
Castle 

Chabot 
Chocola 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, Tom 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Everett 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick (PA) 
Flake 
Foley 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gibbons 
Gilchrest 

Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Graves 
Green (WI) 
Gutknecht 
Hall 
Harris 
Hart 
Hastert 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Hayworth 
Hefley 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hostettler 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Hyde 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Jenkins 
Jindal 
Johnson (CT) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Keller 
Kelly 
Kennedy (MN) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline 

Knollenberg 
Kolbe 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Leach 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Matheson 
McCaul (TX) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McKeon 
McMorris 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Moran (KS) 
Murphy 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Norwood 
Nunes 
Nussle 

Osborne 
Otter 
Paul 
Pearce 
Pence 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pombo 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Ryun (KS) 
Saxton 
Schmidt 
Schwarz (MI) 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 

Shadegg 
Shaw 
Shays 
Sherwood 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simmons 
Simpson 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Sodrel 
Souder 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Sweeney 
Tancredo 
Taylor (NC) 
Terry 
Thomas 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Turner 
Upton 
Walsh 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Weldon (PA) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—23 

Baca 
Baker 
Bilirakis 
Boehlert 
Buyer 
Coble 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Deal (GA) 

Evans 
Gohmert 
Granger 
Istook 
Jones (NC) 
Lewis (GA) 
Linder 
McKinney 

Meehan 
Northup 
Oxley 
Payne 
Salazar 
Stark 
Walden (OR) 

b 0130 

Mr. REICHERT, Mr. BOREN, Ms. 
PRYCE of Ohio, and Mr. CRAMER 
changed their vote from ‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

So the motion to recommit was re-
jected. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I was absent 
from votes today, July 28, 2006, due to family 
obligations in Florida for my niece’s wedding. 
As a result, I was not recorded for a series of 
votes. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 418, 419, 420, 422, 
423, 425, and 426. 

On rollcall votes 421 and 424, I would have 
voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I demand 
a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This 

will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 230, noes 180, 
answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 22, as 
follows: 

[Roll No. 425] 

AYES—230 

Abercrombie 
Aderholt 
Akin 

Alexander 
Bachus 
Barrow 

Bartlett (MD) 
Bass 
Bean 

Beauprez 
Berkley 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd 
Brown (OH) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Capito 
Carter 
Case 
Castle 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Chocola 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 
Cuellar 
Davis (KY) 
Davis (TN) 
Davis, Tom 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Everett 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick (PA) 
Foley 
Forbes 
Ford 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Gerlach 
Gibbons 
Gilchrest 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Gordon 
Graves 

Green (WI) 
Gutknecht 
Hall 
Harris 
Hart 
Hastert 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Hayworth 
Hefley 
Herger 
Herseth 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Hyde 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Jefferson 
Jenkins 
Jindal 
Johnson (CT) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Keller 
Kelly 
Kennedy (MN) 
King (NY) 
Kirk 
Kline 
Knollenberg 
Kolbe 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Leach 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Marshall 
Matheson 
McCaul (TX) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 
Melancon 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moran (KS) 
Murphy 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Ney 
Norwood 
Nunes 
Nussle 
Osborne 
Otter 
Pearce 
Peterson (MN) 

Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pombo 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Ross 
Royce 
Rush 
Ryan (WI) 
Ryun (KS) 
Saxton 
Schmidt 
Schwarz (MI) 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shaw 
Shays 
Sherwood 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simmons 
Simpson 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Sodrel 
Souder 
Stearns 
Strickland 
Sullivan 
Sweeney 
Tanner 
Taylor (NC) 
Terry 
Thomas 
Tiberi 
Towns 
Turner 
Upton 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Weldon (PA) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Wu 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOES—180 

Ackerman 
Allen 
Andrews 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barton (TX) 
Becerra 
Berman 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Bonilla 
Bradley (NH) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Cantor 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardin 
Cardoza 

Carnahan 
Carson 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Crowley 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (FL) 
Davis (IL) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Dingell 

Doggett 
Doyle 
Emanuel 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Feeney 
Filner 
Flake 
Frank (MA) 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gonzalez 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Hensarling 
Higgins 
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Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hostettler 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (OH) 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy (RI) 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick (MI) 
Kind 
King (IA) 
Kingston 
Kucinich 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lipinski 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Mack 
Maloney 
Markey 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCollum (MN) 

McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Michaud 
Millender- 

McDonald 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Owens 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Paul 
Pelosi 
Pence 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rangel 
Reyes 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Sabo 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 

Sanders 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz (PA) 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sherman 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Spratt 
Stupak 
Tancredo 
Tauscher 
Taylor (MS) 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tierney 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Wexler 
Woolsey 
Wynn 

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—1 

Baird 

NOT VOTING—22 

Baca 
Baker 
Bilirakis 
Boehlert 
Buyer 
Coble 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Deal (GA) 

Evans 
Gohmert 
Granger 
Istook 
Jones (NC) 
Lewis (GA) 
Linder 
McKinney 

Meehan 
Northup 
Oxley 
Payne 
Salazar 
Stark 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). Members are advised there 
are 2 minutes remaining in this vote. 

b 0141 
So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON S. 250, 
CARL D. PERKINS CAREER AND 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION IM-
PROVEMENT ACT OF 2006 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the de novo vote on 
the adoption of the conference report 
to accompany the Senate bill, S. 250. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the conference report. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 
Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I demand 

a recorded vote. 
A recorded vote was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This 

will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 399, noes 1, 
not voting 32, as follows: 

[Roll No. 426] 

AYES—399 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Andrews 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bass 
Bean 
Beauprez 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonilla 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd 
Bradley (NH) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (OH) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardin 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carson 
Carter 
Case 
Castle 
Chabot 
Chocola 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cubin 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (FL) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis (TN) 
Davis, Tom 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 

Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Farr 
Fattah 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Fitzpatrick (PA) 
Foley 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gibbons 
Gilchrest 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Gordon 
Graves 
Green (WI) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutknecht 
Hall 
Harman 
Harris 
Hart 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Hayworth 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth 
Higgins 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hostettler 
Hoyer 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Hyde 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Jenkins 
Jindal 
Johnson (CT) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (OH) 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kelly 
Kennedy (MN) 
Kennedy (RI) 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick (MI) 

Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline 
Knollenberg 
Kolbe 
Kucinich 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Leach 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mack 
Maloney 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul (TX) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Millender- 

McDonald 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Neugebauer 
Ney 
Nunes 
Nussle 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Osborne 
Otter 
Owens 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Pence 
Peterson (MN) 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 

Platts 
Poe 
Pombo 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reyes 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Ryun (KS) 
Sabo 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sanders 
Saxton 

Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwartz (PA) 
Schwarz (MI) 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shaw 
Shays 
Sherman 
Sherwood 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simmons 
Simpson 
Skelton 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Snyder 
Sodrel 
Solis 
Souder 
Spratt 
Stearns 
Strickland 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Sweeney 
Tancredo 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor (MS) 
Taylor (NC) 
Terry 
Thomas 

Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh 
Wamp 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Weldon (FL) 
Weldon (PA) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Wexler 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOES—1 

Flake 

NOT VOTING—32 

Baca 
Baker 
Bilirakis 
Boehlert 
Buyer 
Chandler 
Coble 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Deal (GA) 
Evans 
Ford 

Frank (MA) 
Gohmert 
Granger 
Gutierrez 
Hefley 
Istook 
Jones (NC) 
Lewis (GA) 
Linder 
McKinney 
Meehan 

Murtha 
Northup 
Norwood 
Oxley 
Paul 
Payne 
Salazar 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Stark 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). Members are advised that 2 
minutes remain in this vote. 

b 0148 

So the conference report was agreed 
to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of the bill, H.R. 5970. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 65 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to have my name 
removed as cosponsor of H.R. 65. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 
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There was no objection. 

f 

MAKING TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS 
TO VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
AND DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2005 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the Senate bill (S. 3693) 
to make technical corrections to the 
Violence Against Women and Depart-
ment of Justice Reauthorization Act of 
2005, and ask for its immediate consid-
eration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the Senate bill, as fol-

lows: 
S. 3693 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. UNIVERSAL GRANT CONDITIONS AND 

DEFINITIONS OF THE VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN ACT OF 2005. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—Section 1 of the Violence 
Against Women and Department of Justice 
Reauthorization Act of 2005 is amended by— 

(1) inserting ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL’’ before 
‘‘This’’; and 

(2) adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(b) SEPARATE SHORT TITLES.—Section 3 

and titles I through IX of this Act may be 
cited as the ‘Violence Against Women Reau-
thorization Act of 2005’. Title XI of this Act 
may be cited as the ‘Department of Justice 
Appropriations Authorization Act of 2005’.’’. 

(b) CLARIFY EFFECTIVE DATES.—The Vio-
lence Against Women Act and Department of 
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public 
Law 109–162) is amended by adding after sec-
tion 3 the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE OF SPECIFIC SEC-

TIONS. 
‘‘Notwithstanding any other provision of 

this Act or any other law, sections 101, 102 
(except the amendment to section 2101(d) of 
the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets 
Act of 1968 included in that section), 103, 121, 
203, 204, 205, 304, 306, 602, 906, and 907 of this 
Act shall not take effect until the beginning 
of fiscal year 2007.’’. 

(c) ENSURE COMPREHENSIVE DEFINITIONAL 
SECTION.— 

(1) CRIMES ON CAMPUSES.—Section 304 of 
the Violence Against Women and Depart-
ment of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 
(Public Law 109–162) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(g) DEFINITIONS AND GRANT CONDITIONS.— 
In this section the definitions and grant con-
ditions in section 40002 of the Violence 
Against Women Act of 1994 shall apply.’’. 

(2) OUTREACH TO UNDERSERVED POPU-
LATIONS.—Section 120 of the Violence 
Against Women and Department of Justice 
Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109– 
162) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(i) DEFINITIONS AND GRANT CONDITIONS.— 
In this section the definitions and grant con-
ditions in section 40002 of the Violence 
Against Women Act of 1994 shall apply.’’. 

(3) CULTURAL SERVICES.—Section 121 of the 
Violence Against Women and Department of 
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public 
Law 109–162) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(h) DEFINITIONS AND GRANT CONDITIONS.— 
In this section the definitions and grant con-

ditions in section 40002 of the Violence 
Against Women Act of 1994 shall apply.’’. 

(d) CORRECT DEFINITION OF SEXUAL AS-
SAULT.—Section 40002(a)(23) of the Violence 
Against Women Act of 1994, as added by sec-
tion 3 of the Violence Against Women and 
Department of Justice Reauthorization Act 
of 2005 (Public Law 109–162), is amended by 
striking ‘‘prescribed’’ and inserting ‘‘pro-
scribed’’. 

(e) TRIBAL DEFINITIONS.—Section 40002(a) of 
the Violence Against Women Act of 1994, as 
added by section 3 of the Violence Against 
Women and Department of Justice Reauthor-
ization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–162), is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘Alaskan’’ 
and inserting ‘‘Alaska Native’’; 

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (31) 
through (36) as paragraphs (32) through (37), 
respectively; and 

(3) by adding after paragraph (30) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(31) TRIBAL NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.— 
The term ‘tribal nonprofit organization’ 
means— 

‘‘(A) a victim services provider that has as 
its primary purpose to assist Native victims 
of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
assault, or stalking; and 

‘‘(B) staff and leadership of the organiza-
tion must include persons with a dem-
onstrated history of assisting American In-
dian or Alaska Native victims of domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or 
stalking.’’. 

(f) CLARIFY MATCHING PROVISION IN THE 
UNIVERSAL GRANT CONDITION.—Section 
40002(b) of the Violence Against Women Act 
of 1994, as added by section 3 of the Violence 
Against Women and Department of Justice 
Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109– 
162), is amended by striking paragraph (1) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(1) MATCH.—No matching funds shall be 
required for any grant or subgrant made 
under this Act for— 

‘‘(A) any tribe, territory, or victim service 
provider; or 

‘‘(B) any other entity, including a State, 
that— 

‘‘(i) petitions for a waiver of any match 
condition imposed by the Attorney General 
or the Secretaries of Health and Human 
Services or Housing and Urban Development; 
and 

‘‘(ii) whose petition for waiver is deter-
mined by the Attorney General or the Secre-
taries of Health and Human Services or 
Housing and Urban Development to have 
adequately demonstrated the financial need 
of the petitioning entity.’’. 
SEC. 2. TITLE I—LAW ENFORCEMENT TOOLS. 

(a) DUPLICATE PROVISION.—Title I of the 
Violence Against Women Act of 2005 (Public 
Law 109–162) is amended by striking section 
108. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION PERIOD.—Section 1167 of 
the Violence Against Women Act of 2005 is 
amended by striking ‘‘2006 through 2010’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2007 through 2011’’. 

(c) DEFINITION OF SPOUSE OF INTIMATE 
PARTNER.—Section 2266(7)(A) of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended by striking 
clause (ii) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(ii) section 2261A— 
‘‘(I) a spouse or former spouse of the target 

of the stalking, a person who shares a child 
in common with the target of the stalking, 
and a person who cohabits or has cohabited 
as a spouse with the target of the stalking; 
or 

‘‘(II) a person who is or has been in a social 
relationship of a romantic or intimate na-
ture with the target of the stalking, as de-
termined by the length of the relationship, 
the type of the relationship, and the fre-

quency of interaction between the persons 
involved in the relationship.’’. 

(d) STRIKE REPEATED SECTIONS.—The Vio-
lence Against Women and Department of 
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 is 
amended by striking sections 1134 and 1135. 

(e) CONDITIONS ON TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.— 
Section 40002(b)(11) of the Violence Against 
Women Act of 1994 is amended by inserting 
before ‘‘If there’’ the following: ‘‘Of the total 
amounts appropriated under this title, not 
less than 3 percent and up to 8 percent, un-
less otherwise noted, shall be available for 
providing training and technical assistance 
relating to the purposes of this title to im-
prove the capacity of the grantees, sub-
grantees, and other entities.’’. 

(f) REMOVE THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
PROVISION IN STOP AND GRANTS TO ENCOUR-
AGE ARREST.—The Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 is amended— 

(1) in section 2007, by striking subsection 
(i), as added by section 101 of the Violence 
Against Women and Department of Justice 
Reauthorization Act of 2005; and 

(2) by striking section 2106, as added by 
section 102 of the Violence Against Women 
and Department of Justice Reauthorization 
Act of 2005. 

(g) CORRECT STOP GRANT ALLOCATION.— 
Section 2007 (b)(2) of the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 3796gg–1), as amended by section 101 of 
the Violence Against Women and Depart-
ment of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005, 
is amended by striking ‘‘and the coalitions 
for combined Territories of the United 
States’’ and inserting ‘‘the coalition for 
Guam, the coalition for American Samoa, 
the coalition for the United States Virgin Is-
lands, and the coalition for the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.’’. 

(h) UNDERSERVED POPULATIONS REPORT.— 
Section 120(g) of the Violence Against 
Women and Department of Justice Reauthor-
ization Act of 2005 is amended by striking ‘‘, 
every 18 months,’’. 

(i) CORRECT DEFINITION OF DATING PART-
NER.—Section 2266(10) of title 18, United 
States Code, as amended by section 116 of the 
Violence Against Women and Department of 
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005, is fur-
ther amended by striking ‘‘and the existence 
of such a relationship’’ and inserting ‘‘. The 
existence of such a relationship is’’. 

(j) ALTER COMPLIANCE TIME FOR FORENSIC 
EXAM CERTIFICATION.—Section 2010(d) of the 
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act 
of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3796gg–4(d)) as added by sec-
tion 101 of the Violence Against Women and 
Department of Justice Reauthorization Act 
of 2005, is amended by— 

(1) striking ‘‘Nothing’’ and inserting ‘‘(1) IN 
GENERAL.—’’; and 

(2) inserting at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) COMPLIANCE PERIOD.—States, terri-

tories, and Indian tribal governments shall 
have 3 years from the date of enactment of 
the Violence Against Women and Depart-
ment of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 
to come into compliance with this sub-
section.’’. 

(k) CORRECT UNDERSERVED POPULATIONS 
GRANT PROGRAM.—Section 121 of the Vio-
lence Against Women and Department of 
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public 
Law 109–162) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by inserting at the 
end the following : ‘‘The requirements of the 
grant programs identified in paragraph (2) 
shall not apply to this new grant program.’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (b)(2) by striking the pe-
riod and inserting ‘‘, including— 

‘‘(A) working with State and local govern-
ments and social service agencies to develop 
and enhance effective strategies to provide 
culturally and linguistically specific services 
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to victims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking; 

‘‘(B) increasing communities’ capacity to 
provide culturally and linguistically specific 
resources and support for victims of domes-
tic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, 
and stalking crimes and their families; 

‘‘(C) strengthening criminal justice inter-
ventions, by providing training for law en-
forcement, prosecution, courts, probation, 
and correctional facilities on culturally and 
linguistically specific responses to domestic 
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking; 

‘‘(D) enhancing traditional services to vic-
tims of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking through the 
leadership of culturally and linguistically 
specific programs offering services to vic-
tims of domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking; 

‘‘(E) working in cooperation with the com-
munity to develop education and prevention 
strategies highlighting culturally and lin-
guistically specific issues and resources re-
garding victims of domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault, and stalking; 

‘‘(F) providing culturally and linguis-
tically specific programs for children ex-
posed to domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking; 

‘‘(G) providing culturally and linguis-
tically specific resources and services that 
address the safety, economic, housing, and 
workplace needs of victims of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault, or 
stalking, including emergency assistance; or 

‘‘(H) examining the dynamics of culture 
and its impact on victimization and heal-
ing.’’. 

(l) FIX ALLOCATION ISSUE IN STOP 
GRANTS.—Subparagraphs (A) and (B) of sec-
tion 2007(c)(3) of title I of the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 3796gg–1(c)(3) (A) and (B)) are amended 
to read as follows: 

‘‘(A) not less than 25 percent shall be allo-
cated for law enforcement and not less than 
25 percent shall be allocated for prosecutors; 

‘‘(B) not less than 30 percent shall be allo-
cated for victims services of which at least 10 
percent shall be distributed to culturally 
specific community-based organizations; 
and’’. 

(m) CORRECT GAO STUDY.—Section 119(a) 
of the Violence Against Women and Depart-
ment of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 
(Public Law 109–162) is amended by striking 
‘‘of domestic violence.’’ and inserting ‘‘of 
these respective crimes.’’ 

(n) PROTECTION ORDER CORRECTION.—Sec-
tion 106(c) of the Violence Against Women 
and Department of Justice Reauthorization 
Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–162) is amended 
by striking ‘‘the registration or filing of a 
protection order’’ and inserting ‘‘the reg-
istration, filing of a petition for, or issuance 
of a protection order, restraining order or in-
junction.’’ 
SEC. 3. TITLE II—IMPROVED SERVICES. 

(a) SEXUAL ASSAULT SERVICES INTO 
VAWA.—Section 202 of the Violence Against 
Women and Department of Justice Reauthor-
ization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–162) is re-
pealed. 

(b) SEXUAL ASSAULT SERVICES PROGRAM.— 
The Violence Against Women Act of 1994 
(Public Law 103–322) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘Subtitle P—Sexual Assault Services 
‘‘SEC. 41601. SEXUAL ASSAULT SERVICES PRO-

GRAM. 
‘‘(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this sec-

tion are— 
‘‘(1) to assist States, Indian tribes, and ter-

ritories in providing intervention, advocacy, 
accompaniment, support services, and re-
lated assistance for— 

‘‘(A) adult, youth, and child victims of sex-
ual assault; 

‘‘(B) family and household members of 
such victims; and 

‘‘(C) those collaterally affected by the vic-
timization, except for the perpetrator of 
such victimization; and 

‘‘(2) to provide for technical assistance and 
training relating to sexual assault to— 

‘‘(A) Federal, State, tribal, territorial and 
local governments, law enforcement agen-
cies, and courts; 

‘‘(B) professionals working in legal, social 
service, and health care settings; 

‘‘(C) nonprofit organizations; 
‘‘(D) faith-based organizations; and 
‘‘(E) other individuals and organizations 

seeking such assistance. 
‘‘(b) GRANTS TO STATES AND TERRITORIES.— 
‘‘(1) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The Attorney 

General shall award grants to States and ter-
ritories to support the establishment, main-
tenance, and expansion of rape crisis centers 
and other programs and projects to assist 
those victimized by sexual assault. 

‘‘(2) ALLOCATION AND USE OF FUNDS.— 
‘‘(A) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—Not more 

than 5 percent of the grant funds received by 
a State or territory governmental agency 
under this subsection for any fiscal year may 
be used for administrative costs. 

‘‘(B) GRANT FUNDS.—Any funds received by 
a State or territory under this subsection 
that are not used for administrative costs 
shall be used to provide grants to rape crisis 
centers and other nonprofit, nongovern-
mental organizations for programs and ac-
tivities within such State or territory that 
provide direct intervention and related as-
sistance. 

‘‘(C) INTERVENTION AND RELATED ASSIST-
ANCE.—Intervention and related assistance 
under subparagraph (B) may include— 

‘‘(i) 24-hour hotline services providing cri-
sis intervention services and referral; 

‘‘(ii) accompaniment and advocacy through 
medical, criminal justice, and social support 
systems, including medical facilities, police, 
and court proceedings; 

‘‘(iii) crisis intervention, short-term indi-
vidual and group support services, and com-
prehensive service coordination and super-
vision to assist sexual assault victims and 
family or household members; 

‘‘(iv) information and referral to assist the 
sexual assault victim and family or house-
hold members; 

‘‘(v) community-based, linguistically and 
culturally specific services and support 
mechanisms, including outreach activities 
for underserved communities; and 

‘‘(vi) the development and distribution of 
materials on issues related to the services 
described in clauses (i) through (v). 

‘‘(3) APPLICATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Each eligible entity de-

siring a grant under this subsection shall 
submit an application to the Attorney Gen-
eral at such time and in such manner as the 
Attorney General may reasonably require. 

‘‘(B) CONTENTS.—Each application sub-
mitted under subparagraph (A) shall— 

‘‘(i) set forth procedures designed to ensure 
meaningful involvement of the State or ter-
ritorial sexual assault coalition and rep-
resentatives from underserved communities 
in the development of the application and 
the implementation of the plans; 

‘‘(ii) set forth procedures designed to en-
sure an equitable distribution of grants and 
grant funds within the State or territory and 
between urban and rural areas within such 
State or territory; 

‘‘(iii) identify the State or territorial agen-
cy that is responsible for the administration 
of programs and activities; and 

‘‘(iv) meet other such requirements as the 
Attorney General reasonably determines are 

necessary to carry out the purposes and pro-
visions of this section. 

‘‘(4) MINIMUM AMOUNT.—The Attorney Gen-
eral shall allocate to each State not less 
than 1.50 percent of the total amount appro-
priated in a fiscal year for grants under this 
section, except that the United States Virgin 
Islands, American Samoa, Guam, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 
shall each be allocated 0.125 percent of the 
total appropriations. The remaining funds 
shall be allotted to each State and each ter-
ritory in an amount that bears the same 
ratio to such remaining funds as the popu-
lation of such State and such territory bears 
to the population of all the States and the 
territories. The District of Columbia shall be 
treated as a territory for purposes of calcu-
lating its allocation under the preceding for-
mula. 

‘‘(c) GRANTS FOR CULTURALLY SPECIFIC 
PROGRAMS ADDRESSING SEXUAL ASSAULT.— 

‘‘(1) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The Attorney 
General shall award grants to eligible enti-
ties to support the establishment, mainte-
nance, and expansion of culturally specific 
intervention and related assistance for vic-
tims of sexual assault. 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—To be eligible to 
receive a grant under this section, an entity 
shall— 

‘‘(A) be a private nonprofit organization 
that focuses primarily on culturally specific 
communities; 

‘‘(B) must have documented organizational 
experience in the area of sexual assault 
intervention or have entered into a partner-
ship with an organization having such exper-
tise; 

‘‘(C) have expertise in the development of 
community-based, linguistically and cul-
turally specific outreach and intervention 
services relevant for the specific commu-
nities to whom assistance would be provided 
or have the capacity to link to existing serv-
ices in the community tailored to the needs 
of culturally specific populations; and 

‘‘(D) have an advisory board or steering 
committee and staffing which is reflective of 
the targeted culturally specific community. 

‘‘(3) AWARD BASIS.—The Attorney General 
shall award grants under this section on a 
competitive basis. 

‘‘(4) DISTRIBUTION.— 
‘‘(A) The Attorney General shall not use 

more than 2.5 percent of funds appropriated 
under this subsection in any year for admin-
istration, monitoring, and evaluation of 
grants made available under this subsection. 

‘‘(B) Up to 5 percent of funds appropriated 
under this subsection in any year shall be 
available for technical assistance by a na-
tional, nonprofit, nongovernmental organiza-
tion or organizations whose primary focus 
and expertise is in addressing sexual assault 
within underserved culturally specific popu-
lations. 

‘‘(5) TERM.—The Attorney General shall 
make grants under this section for a period 
of no less than 2 fiscal years. 

‘‘(6) REPORTING.—Each entity receiving a 
grant under this subsection shall submit a 
report to the Attorney General that de-
scribes the activities carried out with such 
grant funds. 

‘‘(d) GRANTS TO STATE, TERRITORIAL, AND 
TRIBAL SEXUAL ASSAULT COALITIONS.— 

‘‘(1) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General 

shall award grants to State, territorial, and 
tribal sexual assault coalitions to assist in 
supporting the establishment, maintenance, 
and expansion of such coalitions. 

‘‘(B) MINIMUM AMOUNT.—Not less than 10 
percent of the total amount appropriated to 
carry out this section shall be used for 
grants under subparagraph (A). 
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‘‘(C) ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS.—Each of the 

State, territorial, and tribal sexual assault 
coalitions. 

‘‘(2) USE OF FUNDS.—Grant funds received 
under this subsection may be used to— 

‘‘(A) work with local sexual assault pro-
grams and other providers of direct services 
to encourage appropriate responses to sexual 
assault within the State, territory, or tribe; 

‘‘(B) work with judicial and law enforce-
ment agencies to encourage appropriate re-
sponses to sexual assault cases; 

‘‘(C) work with courts, child protective 
services agencies, and children’s advocates 
to develop appropriate responses to child 
custody and visitation issues when sexual as-
sault has been determined to be a factor; 

‘‘(D) design and conduct public education 
campaigns; 

‘‘(E) plan and monitor the distribution of 
grants and grant funds to their State, terri-
tory, or tribe; or 

‘‘(F) collaborate with and inform Federal, 
State, or local public officials and agencies 
to develop and implement policies to reduce 
or eliminate sexual assault. 

‘‘(3) ALLOCATION AND USE OF FUNDS.—From 
amounts appropriated for grants under this 
subsection for each fiscal year— 

‘‘(A) not less than 10 percent of the funds 
shall be available for grants to tribal sexual 
assault coalitions; and 

‘‘(B) the remaining funds shall be available 
for grants to State and territorial coalitions, 
and the Attorney General shall allocate an 
amount equal to 1⁄56 of the amounts so appro-
priated to each of those State and territorial 
coalitions. 

‘‘(4) APPLICATION.—Each eligible entity de-
siring a grant under this subsection shall 
submit an application to the Attorney Gen-
eral at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Attorney 
General determines to be essential to carry 
out the purposes of this section. 

‘‘(5) FIRST-TIME APPLICANTS.—No entity 
shall be prohibited from submitting an appli-
cation under this subsection during any fis-
cal year for which funds are available under 
this subsection because such entity has not 
previously applied or received funding under 
this subsection. 

‘‘(e) GRANTS TO TRIBES.— 
‘‘(1) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The Attorney 

General may award grants to Indian tribes, 
tribal organizations, and nonprofit tribal or-
ganizations for the operation of sexual as-
sault programs or projects in Indian tribal 
lands and Alaska Native villages to support 
the establishment, maintenance, and expan-
sion of programs and projects to assist those 
victimized by sexual assault. 

‘‘(2) ALLOCATION AND USE OF FUNDS.— 
‘‘(A) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—Not more 

than 5 percent of the grant funds received by 
an Indian tribe, tribal organization, and non-
profit tribal organization under this sub-
section for any fiscal year may be used for 
administrative costs. 

‘‘(B) GRANT FUNDS.—Any funds received 
under this subsection that are not used for 
administrative costs shall be used to provide 
grants to tribal organizations and nonprofit 
tribal organizations for programs and activi-
ties within Indian country and Alaskan na-
tive villages that provide direct intervention 
and related assistance. 

‘‘(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to 

be appropriated $50,000,000 to remain avail-
able until expended for each of the fiscal 
years 2007 through 2011 to carry out the pro-
visions of this section. 

‘‘(2) ALLOCATIONS.—Of the total amounts 
appropriated for each fiscal year to carry out 
this section— 

‘‘(A) not more than 2.5 percent shall be 
used by the Attorney General for evaluation, 

monitoring, and other administrative costs 
under this section; 

‘‘(B) not more than 2.5 percent shall be 
used for the provision of technical assistance 
to grantees and subgrantees under this sec-
tion; 

‘‘(C) not less than 65 percent shall be used 
for grants to States and territories under 
subsection (b); 

‘‘(D) not less than 10 percent shall be used 
for making grants to State, territorial, and 
tribal sexual assault coalitions under sub-
section (d); 

‘‘(E) not less than 10 percent shall be used 
for grants to tribes under subsection (e); and 

‘‘(F) not less than 10 percent shall be used 
for grants for culturally specific programs 
addressing sexual assault under subsection 
(c).’’. 
SEC. 4. TITLE III—YOUNG VICTIMS. 

(a) CORRECT CITATION IN SECTION 41204.— 
Section 41204(f)(2) of the Violence Against 
Women Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 14043c–3) is 
amended by striking ‘‘(b)(4)(D)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘(b)(4)’’. 

(b) CORRECT CAMPUS GRANT PROGRAM’S 
PURPOSE AREAS.—Section 304(b)(2) of the Vi-
olence Against Women and Department of 
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public 
Law 109–162) is amended by striking the first 
sentence and inserting ‘‘To develop and im-
plement campus policies, protocols, and 
services that more effectively identify and 
respond to the crimes of domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault and stalking, 
and to train campus administrators, campus 
security personnel, and personnel serving on 
campus disciplinary or judicial boards on 
such policies, protocols, and services.’’. 

(c) CORRECTION.—In section 758(c)(1)(A) of 
the Public Health Services Act (42 U.S.C. 
294h(c)(1)(A)), insert ‘‘experiencing’’ after 
‘‘to individuals who are’’ and before ‘‘or who 
have experienced’’. 

(d) CAMPUS REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Sec-
tion 304(d)(2)(A) of the Violence Against 
Women and Department of Justice Reauthor-
ization Act of 2005 is amended by striking 
‘‘biennial’’. 
SEC. 5. TITLE VI—HOUSING AMENDMENTS. 

(a) AMENDMENTS TO COLLABORATIVE GRANT 
PROGRAM.—Section 41404 of the Violence 
Against Women Act of 1994 (as added by Pub-
lic Law 109–162; 119 Stat. 3033) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1) by striking ‘‘of Chil-
dren’’ and inserting ‘‘for Children’’; and 

(2) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘(1) IN GEN-

ERAL.—’’; and 
(ii) by adding at the end ‘‘Such activities, 

services, or programs—’’; 
(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘(2) AC-

TIVITIES, SERVICES, PROGRAMS.—Such activi-
ties, services, or programs described in para-
graph (1)’’ and inserting ‘‘(1)’’; 

(C) by redesignating paragraphs (3) 
through (5) as paragraphs (2) through (4), re-
spectively; and 

(D) in paragraph (3), as so redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘paragraph (3)’’ and inserting 
‘‘paragraph (2)’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS TO STEWART B. 
MCKINNEY HOMELESS ASSISTANCE ACT.—Sec-
tion 423(a)(8) of the Stewart B. McKinney 
Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
11383(a)(8)) is amended— 

(1) in the first sentence of subparagraph 
(A), by striking ‘‘subsection’’ and inserting 
‘‘section’’; and 

(2) in subparagraph (B)(ii), by striking ‘‘or 
‘victim service providers’ ’’. 

(c) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT TO VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN ACT OF 2005.—Section 606 of 
the Violence Against Women Act of 2005 
(Public Law 104–162; 119 Stat. 3041) is amend-
ed in the heading by striking ‘‘voucher’’. 

(d) SELECTION OF TENANTS.—Section 
8(d)(1)(A) of the United States Housing Act 
of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f(d)(1)(A)) is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(A) the selection of tenants shall be the 
function of the owner, subject to the annual 
contributions contract between the Sec-
retary and the agency, except that with re-
spect to the certificate and moderate reha-
bilitation programs only, for the purpose of 
selecting families to be assisted, the public 
housing agency may establish local pref-
erences, consistent with the public housing 
agency plan submitted under section 5A (42 
U.S.C. 1437c–1) by the public housing agency 
and that an applicant or participant is or has 
been a victim of domestic violence, dating 
violence, or stalking is not an appropriate 
basis for denial of program assistance or for 
denial of admission if the applicant other-
wise qualifies for assistance or admission;’’. 

(e) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS TO HOUSING AS-
SISTANCE PROGRAM.—Section 8 of the United 
States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)(9)(C), by striking 
clause (ii) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(ii) Notwithstanding clause (i) or any 
Federal, State, or local law to the contrary, 
an owner or manager may bifurcate a lease 
under this section, or remove a household 
member from a lease under this section, 
without regard to whether a household mem-
ber is a signatory to a lease, in order to 
evict, remove, terminate occupancy rights, 
or terminate assistance to any individual 
who is a tenant or lawful occupant and who 
engages in criminal acts of physical violence 
against family members or others, without 
evicting, removing, terminating assistance 
to, or otherwise penalizing the victim of 
such violence who is also a tenant or lawful 
occupant. Such eviction, removal, termi-
nation of occupancy rights, or termination 
of assistance shall be effected in accordance 
with the procedures prescribed by Federal, 
State, and local law for the termination of 
leases or assistance under the relevant pro-
gram of HUD-assisted housing.’’; 

(2) in subsection (d)(1)(B)(iii), by striking 
subclause (II) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(II) Notwithstanding subclause (I) or any 
Federal, State, or local law to the contrary, 
a public housing agency may terminate as-
sistance to, or an owner or manager may bi-
furcate a lease under this section, or remove 
a household member from a lease under this 
section, without regard to whether a house-
hold member is a signatory to a lease, in 
order to evict, remove, terminate occupancy 
rights, or terminate assistance to any indi-
vidual who is a tenant or lawful occupant 
and who engages in criminal acts of physical 
violence against family members or others, 
without evicting, removing, terminating as-
sistance to, or otherwise penalizing the vic-
tim of such violence who is also a tenant or 
lawful occupant. Such eviction, removal, ter-
mination of occupancy rights, or termi-
nation of assistance shall be effected in ac-
cordance with the procedures prescribed by 
Federal, State, and local law for the termi-
nation of leases or assistance under the rel-
evant program of HUD-assisted housing.’’; 

(3) in subsection (f)— 
(A) in paragraph (9), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 

and inserting a semicolon; 
(B) in paragraph (10)(A)(i), by striking ‘‘; 

and’’ and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 
(C) in paragraph (11)(B), by striking ‘‘blood 

and marriage’’ and inserting ‘‘blood or mar-
riage’’; 

(4) in subsection (o)— 
(A) in the second sentence of paragraph 

(6)(B)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘by’’ after ‘‘denial of pro-

gram assistance’’; 
(ii) by striking ‘‘for admission for’’ and in-

serting ‘‘for admission or’’; and 
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(iii) by striking ‘‘admission, and that noth-

ing’’ and inserting ‘‘admission. Nothing’’; 
(B) in paragraph (7)(D)— 
(i) by striking clause (ii) and inserting the 

following: 
‘‘(ii) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding clause 

(i) or any Federal, State, or local law to the 
contrary, a public housing agency may ter-
minate assistance to, or an owner or man-
ager may bifurcate a lease under this sec-
tion, or remove a household member from a 
lease under this section, without regard to 
whether a household member is a signatory 
to a lease, in order to evict, remove, termi-
nate occupancy rights, or terminate assist-
ance to any individual who is a tenant or 
lawful occupant and who engages in criminal 
acts of physical violence against family 
members or others, without evicting, remov-
ing, terminating assistance to, or otherwise 
penalizing the victim of such violence who is 
also a tenant or lawful occupant. Such evic-
tion, removal, termination of occupancy 
rights, or termination of assistance shall be 
effected in accordance with the procedures 
prescribed by Federal, State, and local law 
for the termination of leases or assistance 
under the relevant program of HUD-assisted 
housing.’’; 

(ii) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘access to 
control’’ and inserting ‘‘access or control’’; 
and 

(iii) in clause (v), by striking ‘‘terminate,’’ 
and inserting ‘‘terminate’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (20)(D)(ii), by striking 
‘‘distribution’’ and inserting ‘‘distribution 
or’’; and 

(5) in subsection (ee)(1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘the 

owner, manager, or public housing agency 
requests such certification’’ and inserting 
‘‘the individual receives a request for such 
certification from the owner, manager, or 
public housing agency’’; 

(B) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘the owner, manager, public 

housing agency, or assisted housing provider 
has requested such certification in writing’’ 
and inserting ‘‘the individual has received a 
request in writing for such certification for 
the owner, manager, or public housing agen-
cy’’; 

(ii) by striking ‘‘manager, public housing’’ 
and inserting ‘‘manager or public housing’’ 
each place that term appears; and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘, or assisted housing pro-
vider’’ each place that term appears; 

(C) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘sex-
ual assault,’’; 

(D) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘sex-
ual assault,’’; and 

(E) in subparagraph (E)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘manager, public housing’’ 

and inserting ‘‘manager or public housing’’ 
each place that term appears; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘, or assisted housing pro-
vider’’ each place that term appears. 

(f) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT TO SECTION 6 OF 
UNITED STATES HOUSING ACT OF 1937.—Sec-
tion 6 of the United States Housing Act of 
1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437d) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (l)(6), by striking subpara-
graph (B) and inserting the following: ‘‘(B) 
notwithstanding subparagraph (A) or any 
Federal, State, or local law to the contrary, 
a public housing agency may bifurcate a 
lease under this section, or remove a house-
hold member from a lease under this section, 
without regard to whether a household mem-
ber is a signatory to a lease, in order to 
evict, remove, terminate occupancy rights, 
or terminate assistance to any individual 
who is a tenant or lawful occupant and who 
engages in criminal acts of physical violence 
against family members or others, without 
evicting, removing, terminating assistance 
to, or otherwise penalizing the victim of 
such violence who is also a tenant or lawful 

occupant and such eviction, removal, termi-
nation of occupancy rights, or termination 
of assistance shall be effected in accordance 
with the procedures prescribed by Federal, 
State, and local law for the termination of 
leases or assistance under the relevant pro-
gram of HUD-assisted housing;’’; and 

(2) in subsection (u)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking ‘‘the 

public housing agency requests such certifi-
cation’’ and inserting ‘‘the individual re-
ceives a request for such certification from 
the public housing agency’’; 

(B) in paragraph (1)(B), by striking ‘‘the 
public housing agency has requested such 
certification in writing’’ and inserting ‘‘the 
individual has received a request in writing 
for such certification from the public hous-
ing agency’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (3)(D)(ii), by striking 
‘‘blood and marriage’’ and inserting ‘‘blood 
or marriage’’. 
SEC. 6. TITLE VIII—IMMIGRATION AND NATION-

ALITY ACT. 
(a) PETITIONS FOR IMMIGRANT STATUS.— 

Section 204(a)(1)(D)(v) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1154(a)(1)(D)(v)) 
is amended by inserting ‘‘or (B)(iii)’’ after 
‘‘(A)(iv)’’. 

(b) INADMISSIBLE ALIENS.—Section 212 of 
such Act (8 U.S.C. 1182) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (4)(C)(i)— 
(i) in subclause (II), by striking ‘‘, or’’ at 

the end and inserting a semicolon; and 
(ii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(III) classification or status as a VAWA 

self-petitioner; or’’; 
(B) in paragraph (6)(A)(ii), by amending 

subclause (I) to read as follows: 
‘‘(I) the alien is a VAWA self-petitioner;’’; 

and 
(C) in paragraph (9)(C)(ii), by striking ‘‘the 

Attorney General has consented’’ and all 
that follows through ‘‘United States.’’ and 
inserting the following: ‘‘the Secretary of 
Homeland Security has consented to the 
alien’s reapplying for admission. 

‘‘(iii) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Homeland 
Security may waive the application of clause 
(i) in the case of an alien who is a VAWA 
self-petitioner if there is a connection be-
tween— 

‘‘(I) the alien’s battering or subjection to 
extreme cruelty; and 

‘‘(II) the alien’s removal, departure from 
the United States, reentry into the United 
States; or attempted reentry into the United 
States.’’; 

(2) in subsection (g)(1), by amending sub-
paragraph (C) to read as follows: 

‘‘(C) is a VAWA self-petitioner,’’; 
(3) in subsection (h)(1), by amending sub-

paragraph (C) to read as follows: 
‘‘(C) the alien is a VAWA self-petitioner; 

and’’; and 
(4) in subsection (i)(1), by striking ‘‘an 

alien granted classification under clause (iii) 
or (iv) of section 204(a)(1)(A) or clause (ii) or 
(iii) of section 204(a)(1)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘a 
VAWA self-petitioner’’. 

(c) DEPORTABLE ALIENS.—Section 
237(a)(1)(H)(ii) of such Act (8 U.S.C. 
1227(a)(1)(H)(ii)) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(ii) is a VAWA self-petitioner.’’. 
(d) REMOVAL.—Section 239(e)(2)(B) of such 

Act (8 U.S.C. 1229(e)(2)(B)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘(V)’’ and inserting ‘‘(U)’’. 

(e) CANCELLATION OF REMOVAL.—Section 
240A(b)(4)(B) of such Act (8 U.S.C. 
1229b(b)(4)(B)) is amended by striking ‘‘they 
were applications filed under section 
204(a)(1)(A)(iii), (A)(iv), (B)(ii), or (B)(iii) for 
purposes of section 245 (a) and (c).’’ and in-
serting ‘‘the applicants were VAWA self-peti-
tioners.’’. 

(f) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.—Section 245 of 
such Act (8 U.S.C. 1255) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘under 
subparagraph (A)(iii), (A)(iv), (B)(ii), or 
(B)(iii) of section 204(a)(1) or’’ and inserting 
‘‘as a VAWA self-petitioner’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘under 
subparagraph (A)(iii), (A)(iv), (A)(v), (A)(vi), 
(B)(ii), (B)(iii), or (B)(iv) of section 204(a)(1)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘as a VAWA self-petitioner’’. 

(g) IMMIGRATION OFFICERS.—Section 287 of 
such Act (8 U.S.C. 1357) is amended by redes-
ignating subsection (i) as subsection (h). 

(h) PENALTIES FOR DISCLOSURE OF INFORMA-
TION.—Section 384(a)(2) of the Illegal Immi-
gration Reform and Immigrant Responsi-
bility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1367(a)(2)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘clause (iii) or (iv)’’ and 
all that follows and inserting ‘‘paragraph 
(15)(T), (15)(U), or (51) of section 101(a) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act or section 
240A(b)(2) of such Act.’’. 
SEC. 7. TITLE IX—INDIAN WOMEN. 

(a) OMNIBUS CRIME CONTROL AND SAFE 
STREETS.— 

(1) GRANTS TO COMBAT VIOLENT CRIMES 
AGAINST WOMEN.—Part T of the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 is 
amended— 

(A) by redesignating the second section 
2007 (42 U.S.C. 3796gg–10) (relating to grants 
to Indian tribal governments), as added by 
section 906 of the Violence Against Women 
and Department of Justice Reauthorization 
Act of 2005, as section 2015; 

(B) by redesignating the second section 
2008 (42 U.S.C. 3796gg–11) (relating to a tribal 
deputy), as added by section 907 of the Vio-
lence Against Women and Department of 
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005, as sec-
tion 2016; and 

(C) by moving those sections so as to ap-
pear at the end of the part. 

(2) STATE GRANT AMOUNTS.—Section 2007(b) 
of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3796gg–1(b)), as 
amended by section 906(b) of the Violence 
Against Women and Department of Justice 
Reauthorization Act of 2005, is amended by 
striking paragraph (1) and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(1) 10 percent shall be available for grants 
under the program authorized by section 
2015, which shall not otherwise be subject to 
the requirements of this part (other than 
section 2008);’’. 

(3) GRANTS TO INDIAN TRIBAL GOVERN-
MENTS.—Section 2015 of the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, as 
added by section 906 of the Violence Against 
Women and Department of Justice Reauthor-
ization Act of 2005 (as redesignated by para-
graph (1)(A)), is amended— 

(A) in subsection (a)— 
(i) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 

by striking ‘‘and tribal organizations’’ and 
inserting ‘‘or authorized designees of Indian 
tribal governments’’; 

(ii) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(iii) in paragraph (7), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(iv) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(8) provide legal assistance necessary to 

provide effective aid to victims of domestic 
violence, dating violence, stalking, or sexual 
assault who are seeking relief in legal mat-
ters arising as a consequence of that abuse 
or violence, at minimal or no cost to the vic-
tims.’’; and 

(B) by striking subsection (c). 
(4) TRIBAL DEPUTY RESPONSIBILITIES.—Sec-

tion 2016(b)(1)(I) of the Omnibus Crime Con-
trol and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (as redesig-
nated by paragraph (1)(B)) is amended by in-
serting after ‘‘technical assistance’’ the fol-
lowing: ‘‘that is developed and provided by 
entities having expertise in tribal law, cus-
tomary practices, and Federal Indian law’’. 
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(5) GRANTS TO ENCOURAGE ARREST POLICIES 

AND ENFORCEMENT OF PROTECTION ORDERS.— 
Section 2101 of the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3796hh) 
is amended by striking subsection (e) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(e) ALLOTMENT FOR INDIAN TRIBES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less than 10 percent 

of the total amount available under this sec-
tion for each fiscal year shall be available 
for grants under the program authorized by 
section 2015. 

‘‘(2) APPLICABILITY OF PART.—The require-
ments of this part shall not apply to funds 
allocated for the program described in para-
graph (1).’’. 

(b) RURAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 40295(d) of the 

Safe Homes for Women Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 
13971(d)), as amended by section 306 of the Vi-
olence Against Women and Department of 
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005, is 
amended by striking paragraph (1) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(1) ALLOTMENT FOR INDIAN TRIBES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not less than 10 percent 

of the total amount available under this sec-
tion for each fiscal year shall be available 
for grants under the program authorized by 
section 2015 of the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3796gg– 
10). 

‘‘(B) APPLICABILITY OF PART.—The require-
ments of this section shall not apply to funds 
allocated for the program described in sub-
paragraph (A).’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 906 
of the Violence Against Women and Depart-
ment of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 
is amended by— 

(A) striking subsection (d); and 
(B) redesignating subsections (e) through 

(g) as subsections (d) through (f), respec-
tively. 

(c) VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT OF 
1994.— 

(1) TRANSITIONAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE.— 
Section 40299(g) of the Violence Against 
Women Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 13975(g)), as 
amended by sections 602 and 906 of the Vio-
lence Against Women and Department of 
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005, is 
amended— 

(A) in paragraph (3)(C), by striking clause 
(i) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(i) INDIAN TRIBES.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Not less than 10 percent 

of the total amount available under this sec-
tion for each fiscal year shall be available 
for grants under the program authorized by 
section 2015 of the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3796gg– 
10). 

‘‘(II) APPLICABILITY OF PART.—The require-
ments of this section shall not apply to funds 
allocated for the program described in sub-
clause (I).’’; and 

(B) by striking paragraph (4). 
(2) COURT TRAINING AND IMPROVEMENTS.— 

Section 41006 of the Violence Against Women 
Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 14043a–3), as added by 
section 105 of the Violence Against Women 
and Department of Justice Reauthorization 
Act of 2005, is amended by striking sub-
section (c) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(c) SET ASIDE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less than 10 percent 

of the total amount available under this sec-
tion for each fiscal year shall be available 
for grants under the program authorized by 
section 2015 of the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3796gg– 
10). 

‘‘(2) APPLICABILITY OF PART.—The require-
ments of this section shall not apply to funds 
allocated for the program described in para-
graph (1).’’. 

(d) VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT OF 
2000.— 

(1) LEGAL ASSISTANCE FOR VICTIMS.—Sec-
tion 1201(f) of the Violence Against Women 
Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 3796gg–6(f)), as amended 
by sections 103 and 906 of the Violence 
Against Women and Department of Justice 
Reauthorization Act of 2005, is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘10 per-

cent’’ and inserting ‘‘3 percent’’; 
(ii) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as 

subparagraph (C); and 
(iii) by inserting after subparagraph (A) 

the following: 
‘‘(B) TRIBAL GOVERNMENT PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not less than 7 percent of 

the total amount available under this sec-
tion for each fiscal year shall be available 
for grants under the program authorized by 
section 2015 of the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3796gg– 
10). 

‘‘(ii) APPLICABILITY OF PART.—The require-
ments of this section shall not apply to funds 
allocated for the program described in clause 
(i).’’; and 

(B) by striking paragraph (4). 
(2) SAFE HAVENS FOR CHILDREN.—Section 

1301 of the Violence Against Women Act of 
2000 (42 U.S.C. 10420), as amended by sections 
906 and 306 of the Violence Against Women 
and Department of Justice Reauthorization 
Act of 2005, is amended— 

(A) in subsection (e)(2)— 
(i) by striking subparagraph (A); and 
(ii) by redesignating subparagraphs (B) and 

(C) as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respec-
tively; and 

(B) by striking subsection (f) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(f) ALLOTMENT FOR INDIAN TRIBES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less than 10 percent 

of the total amount available under this sec-
tion for each fiscal year shall be available 
for grants under the program authorized by 
section 2015 of the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3796gg– 
10). 

‘‘(2) APPLICABILITY OF PART.—The require-
ments of this section shall not apply to funds 
allocated for the program described in para-
graph (1).’’. 

SEC. 8. TITLE XI—DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 

(a) ORGANIZED RETAIL THEFT.—Section 
1105(a)(3) of the Violence Against Women and 
Department of Justice Reauthorization Act 
of 2005 (28 U.S.C. 509 note) is amended by 
striking ‘‘The Attorney General through the 
Bureau of Justice Assistance in the Office of 
Justice may’’ and inserting ‘‘The Director of 
the Bureau of Justice Assistance of the Of-
fice of Justice Programs may’’. 

(b) FORMULAS AND REPORTING.—Sections 
1134 and 1135 of the Violence Against Women 
and Department of Justice Reauthorization 
Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–162; 119 Stat. 
3108), and the amendments made by such sec-
tions, are repealed. 

(c) GRANTS FOR YOUNG WITNESS ASSIST-
ANCE.—Section 1136(a) of the Violence 
Against Women and Department of Justice 
Reauthorization Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 
3743(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘The Attor-
ney General, acting through the Bureau of 
Justice Assistance, may’’ and inserting ‘‘The 
Director of the Bureau of Justice Assistance 
of the Office of Justice Programs may’’. 

(d) USE OF FEDERAL TRAINING FACILITIES.— 
Section 1173 of the Violence Against Women 
and Department of Justice Reauthorization 
Act of 2005 (28 U.S.C. 530c note) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘or for 
meals, lodging, or other expenses related to 
such internal training or conference meet-
ing’’ before the period; and 

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘that re-
quires specific authorization’’ and inserting 
‘‘authorized’’. 

(e) OFFICE OF AUDIT, ASSESSMENT, AND 
MANAGEMENT.—Part A of title I of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 (42 U.S.C. 3711 et seq.) is amended by re-
designating the section 105 titled ‘‘office of 
audit, assessment, and management’’ as section 
109 and transferring such section to the end 
of such part A. 

(f) COMMUNITY CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT OF-
FICE.—Section 106 of the Omnibus Crime Con-
trol and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 
3712e) is amended by striking ‘‘section 
105(b)’’ each place such term appears and in-
serting ‘‘section 103(b)’’. 

(g) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Section 108(b) 
of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3712g(b)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘revert to the Treas-
ury’’ and inserting ‘‘be deobligated’’. 

(h) DELETION OF DUPLICATIVE REFERENCE 
TO TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS.—Section 501(b) of 
the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets 
Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3751(b) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘or’’ after 
the semicolon; 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘; or’’ and 
inserting a period; and 

(3) by striking paragraph (3). 
(i) APPLICATIONS FOR BYRNE GRANTS.—Sec-

tion 502 of the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3752) is 
amended in the matter preceding paragraph 
(1), by striking ‘‘90 days’’ and inserting ‘‘120 
days’’. 

(j) MATCHING GRANT PROGRAM FOR SCHOOL 
SECURITY.—Part AA of title I of the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 
(42 U.S.C. 3797a et seq.) is amended— 

(1) in section 2701(a), by striking ‘‘The At-
torney General, acting through the Office of 
Community Oriented Policing Services,’’ and 
inserting ‘‘The Director of the Office of Com-
munity Oriented Policing Services (in this 
section referred to as the ‘Director’)’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘Attorney General’’ each 
place such term appears and inserting ‘‘Di-
rector’’. 

(k) FUNDING.—Section 1101 of the Violence 
Against Women and Department of Justice 
Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109– 
162) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (8), by striking 
‘‘$800,255,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$809,372,000’’; 

(2) in paragraph (11), by striking 
‘‘$923,613,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$935,817,000’’; 

(3) in paragraph (12), by striking 
‘‘$8,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$10,000,000’’; and 

(4) in paragraph (14), by striking 
‘‘$1,270,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$1,303,000’’. 

(l) DRUG COURTS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
AND TRAINING.—Section 2957(b) of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 (42 U.S.C. 3797u–6(b)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘Community Capacity Development 
Office’’ each place such term appears and in-
serting ‘‘Bureau of Justice Assistance’’. 

(m) AIMEE’S LAW.—Section 2001(e)(1) of di-
vision C of Public Law 106–386 (42 U.S.C. 
13713(e)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘section 
506 of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
505 of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968’’. 

(n) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) OFFICE OF WEED AND FEED STRATEGIES.— 

Section 1121(c) of the Violence Against 
Women and Department of Justice Reauthor-
ization Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 3712a note) is 
amended by striking ‘‘90 days after the date 
of the enactment of this Act’’ and inserting 
‘‘with respect to appropriations for fiscal 
year 2007 and for each fiscal year there-
after’’. 

(2) SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 4 of subtitle B of 

title XI of the Violence Against Women and 
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Department of Justice Reauthorization Act 
of 2005 (Public Law 109–162; 3110) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 1147. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

‘‘The amendments made by sections 1144 
and 1145 shall take effect on October 1, 
2006.’’. 

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 2 of the Violence Against 
Women and Department of Justice Reauthor-
ization Act of 2005 (Public Law 106–162; 119 
Stat. 2960) is amended by inserting after the 
item relating to section 1146 the following: 

‘‘Sec. 1147. Effective date.’’. 

(3) OFFICE OF AUDIT, ASSESSMENT, AND MAN-
AGEMENT.—Section 1158(b) of the Violence 
Against Women and Department of Justice 
Reauthorization Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 3712d 
note) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), section 109 of the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 
(42 U.S.C. 3712d) shall take effect on April 5, 
2006. 

‘‘(2) CERTAIN PROVISIONS.—Subsections (c), 
(d), and (e) of section 109 of the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 
(42 U.S.C. 3712d) shall take effect on October 
1, 2006.’’. 

(4) OFFICE OF APPLIED LAW ENFORCEMENT 
TECHNOLOGY.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 1160(b) of the Vio-
lence Against Women and Department of 
Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (42 
U.S.C. 3712f note) is amended by striking ‘‘90 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act’’ and inserting ‘‘on October 1, 2006’’. 

(B) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Section 
1161(b) of the Violence Against Women and 
Department of Justice Reauthorization Act 
of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 3712g note) is amended by 
striking ‘‘90 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act’’ and inserting ‘‘on October 
1, 2006’’. 

(5) EVIDENCE-BASED APPROACHES.—Section 
1168 of the Violence Against Women and De-
partment of Justice Reauthorization Act of 
2005 (Public Law 109–162; 119 Stat. 3122) is 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘Section 1802’’ and insert-
ing the following: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1802’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2006.’’. 

(6) STATE CRIMINAL ALIEN ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM.—Section 1196 of the Violence Against 
Women and Department of Justice Reauthor-
ization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–162; 119 
Stat. 3130) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsections (a) and (b) shall take ef-
fect on October 1, 2006.’’. 

The Senate bill was ordered to be 
read a third time, was read the third 
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table. 

f 

RELATING TO CORRECTING A 
CLERICAL ERROR IN THE EN-
ROLLMENT OF S. 3693 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the Senate concurrent 
resolution (S. Con. Res. 112) relating to 
correcting a clerical error in the en-
rollment of S. 3693, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
concurrent resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the Senate concur-

rent resolution, as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 112 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That in the enroll-
ment of the bill, S. 3693, the Secretary of the 
Senate shall insert ‘‘or reentries’’ after 
‘‘States, reentry’’ in section 
212(a)(9)(C)(iii)(II) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, as added by section 
6(b)(1)(C) of the bill. 

The Senate concurrent resolution 
was concurred in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONDITIONAL ADJOURNMENT TO 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2006 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today pursuant to this 
order, it adjourn to meet at 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, August 2, 2006, unless it 
sooner has received a message from the 
Senate transmitting its concurrence in 
House Concurrent Resolution 459, in 
which case the House shall stand ad-
journed pursuant to that concurrent 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the business 
in order under the Calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday 
next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2006 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the business 
in order under the Calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday, 
September 6, 2006. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
f 

LAYING ON THE TABLE H. CON. 
RES. 454 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the ordering 
of the yeas and nays on adoption of 
House Concurrent Resolution 454 be va-
cated, to the end that the concurrent 
resolution be laid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
f 

APPOINTMENT OF HON. MAC 
THORNBERRY, HON. FRANK R. 
WOLF, AND HON. TOM DAVIS TO 
ACT AS SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
TO SIGN ENROLLED BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2006 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515, 
July 27, 2006. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable MAC 
THORNBERRY, the Honorable FRANK R. WOLF, 
and the Honorable TOM DAVIS to act as 
Speaker pro tempore to sign enrolled bills 
and joint resolutions through September 6, 
2006. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the appointment is ap-
proved. 

There was no objection. 
f 

THE MINIMUM WAGE 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I want on the record today be-
cause of the raucous debate that we 
just had. For those who voted ‘‘no’’ on 
this bill dealing with the minimum 
wage, in the clarity of the lateness of 
the night, let me be very clear. I have 
voted for the minimum wage many 
times. In fact, Democrats have pressed 
this issue over and over again. But 
what should be clear is that the vote 
that was taken today will be a min-
imum wage that will be delayed. 
Whereas the Democratic bill would 
have started in September, this will 
not start until January, and it will not 
be effectuated until 2009. 

This is bogus. This is insincere. This 
is not real. It can also be understood 
that I did not vote against the relief 
for my State of a sales tax, sales tax 
relief on Federal income tax. This bill 
will go nowhere. I will vote up or down 
on a minimum-wage increase and the 
sales tax relief for Texas. 

I wish we had been able to bring up 
H. Res. 945 to bring relief to the Leba-
nese and humanitarian aid but, of 
course, we end today and tonight with-
out doing our job. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. BACA (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today on account of 
a death in the family. 

Mr. STARK (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of urgent 
family matters. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today and the balance of 
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the week on account of a family wed-
ding. 

Mr. COBLE (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of com-
mitments in the district. 

Mrs. NORTHUP (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today and July 29 on ac-
count of personal reasons. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to the order of the House of today, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Accord-

ingly, pursuant to the previous order of 
the House of today, the House stands 
adjourned until 11 a.m. on Wednesday, 
August 2, 2006, unless it sooner has re-
ceived a message from the Senate 
transmitting its adoption of House 
Concurrent Resolution 459, in which 
case the House shall stand adjourned 
pursuant to that concurrent resolution. 

Thereupon (at 1 o’clock and 55 min-
utes a.m.), pursuant to the previous 
order of the House of today, the House 
adjourned until 11 a.m. on Wednesday, 
August 2, 2006, unless it sooner has re-
ceived a message from the Senate 
transmitting its adoption of House 
Concurrent Resolution 459, in which 
case the House shall stand adjourned 
pursuant to that concurrent resolution. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

8978. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—2-Propenoic Acid, 2-Methyl-, 
Polymer with Ethenylbenzene, 2-Ethylhexyl 
2-Propenoate, 2-Hydroxyethyl 2-Propenoate, 
N-(Hydroxymethyl) -2-Methyl-2-Propenamide 
and Methyl 2-Methyl -2-Methyl-2- 
Propenoate, Ammonium Salt; Tolerance Ex-
emption [EPA–HQ–OPP–2006–0556; FRL–8077– 
5] received July 27, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

8979. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—2H-Azepin-2-one, 1- 
Ethenylhexahydro-, Homopolymer I; Toler-
ance Exemption [EPA–HQ–OPP–2006–0551; 
FRL–8075–7] received July 27, 2006, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

8980. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Alachlor, Chlorothalonil, 
Methomyl, Metribuzin, Thiodicarb; Order 
Denying Petition to Revoke Tolerances 
[EPA–HQ–OPP–2005–0050; FRL–8079–8] re-
ceived July 27, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

8981. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Fenhexamid; Pesticide Toler-
ance [EPA–HQ–OPP–2005–0245; FRL–8079–2] 
received July 27, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

8982. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Hazardous Waste Manage-
ment System; Modification of the Hazardous 
Waste Program; Cathode Ray Tubes [RCRA– 
2004–0010; FRL–8203–1] (RIN: 2050–AE52) re-
ceived July 27, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

8983. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Inert Ingredient; Revocation 
of the Wheat Bran Tolerance Exemption 
[EPA–HQ–OPP–2006–0232; FRL–8080–1] re-
ceived July 27, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

8984. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Oxirane, Methyl-, Polymer 
with Oxirane, Monobutyl Ether; Tolerance 
Exemption [EPA–HQ–OPP–2006–0588; FRL– 
8078–4] received July 27, 2006, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

8985. A letter from the Deputy Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting a re-
port pursuant to Section 9010 of the Depart-
ment of Defense Appropriations Act, 2005 
(Pub. L. 108–287); to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

8986. A letter from the Regulatory Spe-
cialist, Office of the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Assess-
ment of Fees [Docket No. 06–08] (RIN: 1557– 
AC96) received July 27, 2006, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

8987. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, CMS, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule—State Children’s Health 
Insurance Program; Final Allotments to 
States, the District of Columbia, and U.S. 
Territories and Commonwealths for Fiscal 
Year 2007 [CMS–2251–N] (RIN: 0938–ZA17) re-
ceived July 28, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

8988. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans for Arizona; Mari-
copa County PM–10 Nonattainment Area; Se-
rious Area Plan for Attainment of the 24– 
Hour and Annual PM–10 Standards [EPA– 
R09–0AR–2006–0571; FRL–8204–8] received July 
27, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

8989. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Guidelines Establishing Test 
Procedures for the Analysis of Pollutants 
Under the Clean Water Act; National Pri-
mary Drinking Water Regulations; and Na-
tional Secondary Drinking Water Regula-
tions; Analysis and Sampling Procedures 
[EPA–HQ–OW–2003–0070; FRL–8203–8] (RIN: 
2040–AD71) received July 27, 2006, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

8990. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Inert Ingredients; Revocation 
of Two Tolerance Exemptions [EPA–HQ– 
OPP–2006–0307; FRL–8079–9] received July 27, 
2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

8991. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting on behalf of the Secretary of 

State and the U.S. Representative to the 
IAEA, a report detailing assistance to Iran 
from the International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy during calendar year 2005, pursuant to 22 
U.S.C. 2021 note Public Law 107–228 section 
1344(a); to the Committee on International 
Relations. 

8992. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting Copies of international 
agreements, other than treaties, entered into 
by the United States, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 
112b(a); to the Committee on International 
Relations. 

8993. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting pursuant to the reporting require-
ments of Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export 
Control Act, as amended, Transmittal No. 
06–45, concerning the Department of the 
Army’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance to Poland for defense articles and 
services; to the Committee on International 
Relations. 

8994. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting pursuant to the reporting require-
ments of Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export 
Control Act, as amended, Transmittal No. 
06–44, concerning the Department of the 
Army’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance to Spain for defense articles and 
services; to the Committee on International 
Relations. 

8995. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting pursuant to the reporting require-
ments of Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export 
Control Act, as amended, Transmittal No. 
06–50, concerning the Department of the Air 
Force’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance to Singapore for defense articles 
and services; to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations. 

8996. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting pursuant to the reporting require-
ments of Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export 
Control Act, as amended, Transmittal No. 
06–49, concerning the Department of the 
Army’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance to United Arab Emirates for de-
fense articles and services; to the Committee 
on International Relations. 

8997. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting pursuant to the reporting require-
ments of Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export 
Control Act, as amended, Transmittal No. 
06–43, concerning the Department of the Air 
Force’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance to the Netherlands for defense arti-
cles and services; to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations. 

8998. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting pursuant to the reporting require-
ments of Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export 
Control Act, as amended, Transmittal No. 
06–42, concerning the Department of the 
Army’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance to Bahrain for defense articles and 
services; to the Committee on International 
Relations. 

8999. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting pursuant to the reporting require-
ments of Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export 
Control Act, as amended, Transmittal No. 
06–39, concerning the Department of the 
Army’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance to Saudi Arabia for defense articles 
and services; to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations. 

9000. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting pursuant to the reporting require-
ments of Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export 
Control Act, as amended, Transmittal No. 
06–38, concerning the Department of the 
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Army’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance to Oman for defense articles and 
services; to the Committee on International 
Relations. 

9001. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting pursuant to the reporting require-
ments of Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export 
Control Act, as amended, Transmittal No. 
06–31, concerning the Department of the 
Army’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance to Saudi Arabia for defense articles 
and services; to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations. 

9002. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting pursuant to the reporting require-
ments of Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export 
Control Act, as amended, Transmittal No. 
06–30, concerning the Department of the 
Army’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance to Jordan for defense articles and 
services; to the Committee on International 
Relations. 

9003. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting pursuant to section 36(c) and 
(d) of the Arms Export Control Act, certifi-
cation regarding the proposed transfer of 
major defense articles or defense services to 
the Government of Japan (Transmittal No. 
DDTC 039–06); to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations. 

9004. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting pursuant to section 36(c) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, certification re-
garding the proposed license for the export of 
defense articles and services to the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom (Transmittal 
No. DDTC 042–06); to the Committee on 
International Relations. 

9005. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting pursuant to section 36(c) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, certification re-
garding the proposed license for the export of 
defense articles and services to the Govern-
ment of Singapore (Transmittal No. DDTC 
024–06); to the Committee on International 
Relations. 

9006. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting pursuant to section 36(c) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, certification re-
garding the proposed license for the export of 
defense articles and services to the Govern-
ment of Japan (Transmittal No. DDTC 044– 
06); to the Committee on International Rela-
tions. 

9007. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting pursuant to section 36(c) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, certification re-
garding the proposed license for the export of 
defense articles and services to the Govern-
ment of Mexico (Transmittal No. DDTC 027– 
06); to the Committee on International Rela-
tions. 

9008. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a proposed removal from the 
United States Munitions List of a specific 
sonar system originally developed for the 
Navy but used predominantly in fisheries 
management, pursuant to Section 38(f) of the 
Arms Export Control Act (Transmittal No. 
DDTC F01–05); to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations. 

9009. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 16–465, ‘‘Enhanced Profes-
sional Security Amendment Act of 2006,’’ 
pursuant to D.C. Code section 1–233(c)(1); to 
the Committee on Government Reform. 

9010. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 16–452, ‘‘Procurement of 

Natural Gas and Electricity Exemption Tem-
porary Amendment Act of 2006,’’ pursuant to 
D.C. Code section 1–233(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform. 

9011. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 16–466, ‘‘Northwest One/ 
Sursum Corda Affordable Housing Protection 
Preservation and Producation Act of 2006,’’ 
pursuant to D.C. Code section 1–233(c)(1); to 
the Committee on Government Reform. 

9012. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 16–464, ‘‘Parking Enhance-
ment Amendment Act of 2006,’’ pursuant to 
D.C. Code section 1–233(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform. 

9013. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 16–463, ‘‘Historic Preserva-
tion Amendment Act of 2006,’’ pursuant to 
D.C. Code section 1–233(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform. 

9014. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 16–462, ‘‘Living Wage Clari-
fication Temporary Amendment Act of 2006,’’ 
pursuant to D.C. Code section 1–233(c)(1); to 
the Committee on Government Reform. 

9015. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 16–461, ‘‘Additional Sanc-
tions for Nuisance Abatement and Office of 
the Tenant Advocate Duties Clarification 
Temporary Amendment Act 2006,’’ pursuant 
to D.C. Code section 1–233(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform. 

9016. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 16–460, ‘‘Mental Health 
Civil Extension Temporary Amendment Act 
of 2006,’’ pursuant to D.C. Code Section 1– 
233(c)(1); to the Committee on Government 
Reform. 

9017. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 16–459, ‘‘Independent Office 
of the Tenant Advocate Establishment 
Amendment Act of 2006,’’ pursuant to D.C. 
Code section 1–233(c)(1); to the Committee on 
Government Reform. 

9018. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 16–458, ‘‘Dedication of Pub-
lic Streets and Alleys in Squares 5318, 5319, 
and 5320 S.O. 05–8132, Act of 2006,’’ pursuant 
to D.C. Code section 1–233(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform. 

9019. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 16–453, ‘‘Parking Amend-
ment Act of 2006,’’ pursuant to D.C. Code sec-
tion 1–233(c)(1); to the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform. 

9020. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 16–457, ‘‘Low-Income Dis-
abled Tenant Rental Conversion Protection 
Amendment Act of 2006,’’ pursuant to D.C. 
Code section 1–233(c)(1); to the Committee on 
Government Reform. 

9021. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 16–456, ‘‘Public Assistance 
Confidentiality of Information Amendment 
Act of 2006,’’ pursuant to D.C. Code section 1– 
233(c)(1); to the Committee on Government 
Reform. 

9022. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 16–455, ‘‘Marvin Gaye 
Recreation Center and Playground Designa-
tion Act of 2006,’’ pursuant to D.C. Code sec-
tion 1–233 (c)(1); to the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform. 

9023. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 16–454, ‘‘Barber and Cos-

metologist License Act of 2006,’’ pursuant to 
D.C. Code section 1–233 (c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform. 

9024. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule—OPM Employee Responsibil-
ities and Conduct (RIN: 3206–AJ69) received 
July 27, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform. 

9025. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule—Excepted Service—Appoint-
ment of Persons with Disabilities and Career 
and Career-Conditional Employment (RIN: 
3206–AK5) received July 27, 2006, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Government Reform. 

9026. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule—Cost-of-Living Allowances 
(Nonforeign Areas); COLA Rate Changes 
(RIN: 3206–AK67) received July 27, 2006, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform. 

9027. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Marine Mammals; In-
cidental Take During Specified Activities 
(RIN: 1018-AT82) received July 28, 2006, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Resources. 

9028. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; 4th July 
Fireworks, Cooper River, Patriots Point, 
Mount Pleasant, South Carolina [COTP 
Charleston 06–111] (RIN: 1625–AA00) received 
July 26, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

9029. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; Ship and 
Shore Festival Fireworks, Lake Michigan, 
New Buffalo, MI [CGD09–06–070] (RIN: 1625– 
AA00) received July 26, 2006, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9030. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; Mineola 
Bay Fireworks, Fox Lake, IL [CGD09–06–071] 
(RIN: 1625–AA00) received July 26, 2006, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

9031. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; 
Pentwater July 3rd Fireworks, Pentwater, 
Michigan [CGD09–06–078] (RIN: 1625–AA00) re-
ceived July 26, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

9032. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; Celebra-
tion Freedom Fireworks, Lake Macatawa, 
Holland, Michigan [CGD09–06–074] (RIN: 1625– 
AA00) received July 24, 2006, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9033. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; Lake 
Michigan: Michigan City Independence Day 
Fireworks, Dunes Acres, Michigan City, IN 
[CGD09–06–072] (RIN: 1625–AA00) received 
July 26, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 
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9034. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 

and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; Inde-
pendence Day Fireworks, Heart Island, Alex-
andria Bay, NY [CGD09–06–075] (RIN: 1625– 
AA00) received July 26, 2006, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9035. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; Ferrier 
Wedding Fireworks, Lake Erie, Fairview, PA 
[CGD09–06–067] (RIN: 1625–AA00) received 
July 26, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

9036. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; Thunder 
on Wheathouse Bay, St. Lawrence River, 
Ogdensburg, NY [CGD09–06–068] (RIN: 1625– 
AA00) received July 26, 2006, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9037. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; Onset 
Fire District Fireworks Display, Onset Har-
bor, Onset, Massachusetts [CGD01–06–042] 
(RIN: 1625–AA00) received July 26, 2006, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

9038. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; John’s 
Pass, Tampa Bay, FL [COTP St. Petersburg 
06–089] (RIN: 1625–AA00) received July 28, 
2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

9039. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; BART 
Transby Tube Seismic Upgrade; San Fran-
cisco, CA [COTP San Francisco 06–021] (RIN: 
1625–AA00) received July 28, 2006, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9040. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; North 
San Diego Bay, San Diego, CA [COTP San 
Diego 06–051] (RIN: l625–AA00) received July 
28, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 80l(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

9041. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; Grand Is-
land, Stephens Passage [Sector Juneau West-
ern Alaska 06–002] (RIN: l625–AA00) received 
July 28, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
80l(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

9042. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; Sanibel 
Island Bridge, Ft Myers Beach, FL [COTP St. 
Petersburg 06–115] (RIN: 1625–AA00) received 
July 28, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

9043. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; Beaufort 
Water Festival Fireworks, Beaufort River, 
Beaufort, SC [COTP Charleston 06–136] (RIN: 

1625–AA00) received July 28, 2006, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9044. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; 
Fundacion Amistad Fireworks, Three Mile 
Harbor, East Hampton, NY [CGD01–06–064] 
(RIN: 1625–AA00) received July 28, 2006, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

9045. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; Lignelli 
Wedding Fireworks, Atlantic Ocean, Water 
Mill, NY [CGD01–06–067] (RIN: 1625–AA00) re-
ceived July 28, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

9046. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; French 
Festival Fireworks, St. Lawrence River, 
Cape Vincent, NY [CGD09–06–056] (RIN: 1625– 
AA00) received July 28, 2006, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9047. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; 4th of 
July Firework Display, Kenosha, Wisconsin 
[CGD09–06–080] (RIN: 1625–AA00) received 
July 28, 2006, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

9048. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions and Rulings Division, Alcohol & To-
bacco Tax & Trade Bureau, Department of 
the Treasury, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule—Major Food Allergen Labeling for 
Wines, Distilled Spirits, and Malt Beverages 
[T.D. TTB–53; Re: Notice No. 62] (RIN: 1513– 
AB08) received July 28, 2006, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

9049. A letter from the Under Secretary for 
Policy, Department of Defense, transmitting 
the Department’s report on collaborative 
measures to reduce the risks of a launch of 
Russian Nuclear Weapons, pursuant to Sec-
tion 1214 of Title XII of the National Defense 
Authorization Act; jointly to the Commit-
tees on International Relations and Armed 
Services. 

9050. A letter from the Assistant Adminis-
trator, Bureau for Legislative and Public Af-
fairs, United States Agency for International 
Development, transmitting a report on the 
program to be initiated in Nepal by the Of-
fice of Transition Initiatives; jointly to the 
Committees on International Relations and 
Appropriations. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. OXLEY: Committee on Financial Serv-
ices. H.R. 5393. A bill to provide for the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development 
to coordinate Federal housing assistance ef-
forts in the case of disasters resulting in 
long-term housing needs (Rept. 109–607, Pt. 
1). Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska: Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. H.R. 5810. 
A bill to amend the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-

ity Act of 1980 to authorize funding for 
brownfields revitalization activities and 
State response programs, and for other pur-
poses; with an amendment (Rept. 109–608 Pt. 
1). Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska: Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. H.R. 4650. 
A bill to direct the Secretary of the Army to 
carry out programs and activities to enhance 
the safety of levees in the United States; 
with an amendment (Rept. 109–609). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union. 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska: Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. H.R. 4653. 
A bill to repeal a prohibition on the use of 
certain funds for tunneling in certain areas 
with respect to the Los Angeles to San Fer-
nando Valley Metro Rail project, California 
(Rept. 109–610). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the State of the Union. 

Mr. BOEHLERT: Committee on Science. 
H.R. 5656. A bill to provide for Federal en-
ergy research, development, demonstration, 
and commercial application activities, and 
for other purposes; with an amendment 
(Rept. 109–611). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the State of the Union. 

Mr. POMBO: Committee on Resources. 
H.R. 4957. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to convey the Tylersville divi-
sion of the Lamar National Fish Hatchery 
and fish Technology Center to the State of 
Pennsylvania; with an amendment (Rept. 
109–612). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the State of the Union. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington: Committee 
on Rules. House Resolution 966. Resolution 
providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 
5970) to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to increase the unified credit against the 
estate tax to an exclusion equivalent of 
$5,000,000, to repeal the sunset provision for 
the estate and generation-skipping taxes, 
and to extend expiring provisions, and for 
other purposes; and consideration of the bill 
(H.R. 4) to provide economic security for all 
Americans, and for other purposes (Rept. 
109–613). Referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska: Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. H.R. 5681. 
A bill to authorize appropriations for the 
Coast Guard for fiscal year 2007, and for 
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 
109–614). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the State of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions were introduced 
and severally referred, as follows: 

By Mr. BOEHNER (for himself, Mr. 
THOMAS, Mr. MCKEON, Mr. KLINE, and 
Mr. CAMP of Michigan): 

H.R. 4. A bill to provide economic security 
for all Americans, and for other purposes; 
considered and passed. 

By Mr. FLAKE (for himself, Mr. 
SCHIFF, Mr. INGLIS of South Carolina, 
Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. PAUL, and Mr. 
MACK): 

H.R. 5954. A bill to amend the Rules of the 
House of Representatives to specify condi-
tions under which the Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence of the House of 
Representatives shall be required to exercise 
its authority to make classified information 
in its possession available to certain stand-
ing committees of the House, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Rules, and in 
addition to the Committee on Intelligence 
(Permanent Select), for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 
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By Mr. AKIN (for himself, Mr. 

CUELLAR, and Mr. GOHMERT): 
H.R. 5955. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 

Social Security Act to provide payment 
under part A of the Medicare Program on a 
reasonable cost basis for anesthesia services 
furnished by an anesthesiologist in certain 
rural hospitals in the same manner as pay-
ments are provided for anesthesia services 
furnished by anesthesiologist assistants and 
certified registered nurse anesthetists in 
such hospitals; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. BAKER (for himself, Mr. KAN-
JORSKI, Mr. OXLEY, Mr. FRANK of 
Massachusetts, and Mr. SHAYS): 

H.R. 5956. A bill to make all civil penalties 
collected by the Securities and Exchange 
Commission in securities law enforcement 
actions available for the benefit of victims of 
securities law violations, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices. 

By Mr. RENZI (for himself, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, Mr. PASTOR, Mr. 
HAYWORTH, and Mr. KOLBE): 

H.R. 5957. A bill to designate segments of 
Fossil Creek, a tributary to the Verde River 
in the State of Arizona, as wild and scenic 
rivers; to the Committee on Resources. 

By Mr. SCHWARZ of Michigan: 
H.R. 5958. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit against 
income tax for the use of ethanol in tetra 
ethyl ortho silicate (TEOS) production; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California: 
H.R. 5959. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to impose an excise tax on 
automobiles sold in the United States that 
are not alternative fueled automobiles, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. MICHAUD: 
H.R. 5960. A bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to reauthorize various programs 
providing for the needs of homeless veterans, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. CONYERS (for himself, Mr. 
WEXLER, Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, 
Mr. WAXMAN, Mrs. CHRISTENSEN, Mr. 
CUMMINGS, Mr. GUTIERREZ, Ms. 
CORRINE BROWN of Florida, Mr. 
SCHIFF, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, and Mr. DEFAZIO): 

H.R. 5961. A bill to provide for reports by 
the President relating to pardons and re-
prieves granted to executive branch officials; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. BIGGERT: 
H.R. 5962. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 

Social Security Act to establish additional 
provisions to combat waste, fraud, and abuse 
within the Medicare Program, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, and in addition to the Committees on 
Energy and Commerce, and the Judiciary, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. DEFAZIO (for himself, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. WAX-
MAN, and Mr. CONYERS): 

H.R. 5963. A bill to modify certain post-em-
ployment restrictions with respect to offi-
cers and employees of the Department of 
Homeland Security; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. DEFAZIO: 
H.R. 5964. A bill to establish management 

priorities for Federal forest lands in Oregon 

and Washington covered by the Northwest 
Forest Plan that will protect old growth 
timber while improving the health of young 
managed stands, increasing the volume of 
commercial timber available from these 
lands, and providing economic opportunities 
in rural areas, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, and in addition 
to the Committee on Resources, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. HOYER (for himself, Mr. DIN-
GELL, Mr. SKELTON, Mr. OBERSTAR, 
Mr. SPRATT, Mr. OBEY, Mr. FRANK of 
Massachusetts, Mr. GORDON, Mr. BER-
MAN, Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Ms. 
HERSETH, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. 
SCHIFF, Mr. ACKERMAN, Ms. BEAN, 
Ms. BERKLEY, Mr. BISHOP of New 
York, Mr. BOUCHER, Ms. CORRINE 
BROWN of Florida, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. 
CASE, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. COSTA, Mr. 
CUMMINGS, Mr. DAVIS of Florida, Ms. 
DELAURO, Mr. ETHERIDGE, Mr. 
FATTAH, Mr. HOLT, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. 
KIND, Mr. KUCINICH, Ms. LEE, Ms. 
MATSUI, Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota, 
Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. MOORE of Wis-
consin, Ms. NORTON, Mr. PRICE of 
North Carolina, Mr. REYES, Mr. SABO, 
Ms. SCHWARTZ of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
SERRANO, Mr. SMITH of Washington, 
Mrs. TAUSCHER, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
MILLER of North Carolina, Mr. ROSS, 
Ms. DEGETTE, Mr. CLAY, Mr. GON-
ZALEZ, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. 
DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. MORAN of Vir-
ginia, and Mr. HINOJOSA): 

H.R. 5965. A bill to strengthen national se-
curity and promote energy independence by 
reducing the Nation’s reliance on foreign oil, 
improving vehicle technology and efficiency, 
increasing the distribution of alternative 
fuels, bolstering rail infrastructure, and ex-
panding access to public transit; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Armed Services, 
Government Reform, Rules, Science, Ways 
and Means, House Administration, and 
Transportation and Infrastructure, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey: 
H.R. 5966. A bill to end the use of child sol-

diers in hostilities around the world, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations. 

By Mr. HENSARLING: 
H.R. 5967. A bill to provide for increased 

funding for veterans health care for fiscal 
year 2007, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on the Judiciary, 
and Energy and Commerce, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. HENSARLING: 
H.R. 5968. A bill to provide for increased 

funding for veterans health care for fiscal 
year 2007, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. DOGGETT (for himself, Mr. 
RANGEL, Mr. STARK, Mr. HOYER, Mr. 
CLYBURN, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, 
Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr. LEWIS of Geor-
gia, Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts, Mr. 

MCNULTY, Mr. BECERRA, Mrs. JONES 
of Ohio, Mr. EMANUEL, Mr. ABER-
CROMBIE, Mr. ACKERMAN, Mr. ALLEN, 
Mr. ANDREWS, Mr. BACA, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BERMAN, Mr. BERRY, Mr. 
BISHOP of Georgia, Mr. BISHOP of New 
York, Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida, 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, 
Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. CAPUANO, Mr. 
CARDOZA, Ms. CARSON, Mrs. 
CHRISTENSEN, Mr. CLAY, Mr. CLEAV-
ER, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. COSTELLO, Mr. 
CROWLEY, Mr. CUELLAR, Mr. 
CUMMINGS, Mr. DAVIS of Alabama, 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. DEGETTE, 
Mr. DELAHUNT, Ms. DELAURO, Mr. 
DICKS, Mr. DOYLE, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. 
ENGEL, Mr. FARR, Mr. FATTAH, Mr. 
FILNER, Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts, 
Mr. GONZALEZ, Mr. GORDON, Mr. AL 
GREEN of Texas, Mr. GENE GREEN of 
Texas, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. GUTIERREZ, 
Ms. HARMAN, Mr. HASTINGS of Flor-
ida, Mr. HIGGINS, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr. 
HINOJOSA, Mr. HONDA, Mr. INSLEE, 
Mr. ISRAEL, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, Ms. EDDIE 
BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Ms. KAP-
TUR, Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island, 
Mr. KILDEE, Ms. KILPATRICK of Michi-
gan, Mr. KUCINICH, Mr. LANGEVIN, Ms. 
LEE, Mrs. LOWEY, Mrs. MALONEY, Ms. 
MATSUI, Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota, 
Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. MCKINNEY, Mr. 
MEEHAN, Mr. MEEK of Florida, Mr. 
MEEKS of New York, Ms. MILLENDER- 
MCDONALD, Mr. MILLER of North 
Carolina, Mr. GEORGE MILLER of Cali-
fornia, Mr. MOLLOHAN, Ms. MOORE of 
Wisconsin, Mr. MORAN of Virginia, 
Mr. NADLER, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. 
NORTON, Mr. OBERSTAR, Mr. OLVER, 
Mr. ORTIZ, Mr. OWENS, Mr. PALLONE, 
Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. PASTOR, Mr. 
PAYNE, Mr. PRICE of North Carolina, 
Mr. REYES, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. 
RUSH, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Ms. LINDA T. 
SÁNCHEZ of California, Ms. LORETTA 
SANCHEZ of California, Mr. SANDERS, 
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. SCHWARTZ of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, 
Mr. SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. SERRANO, 
Ms. SLAUGHTER, Ms. SOLIS, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. 
TIERNEY, Mr. TOWNS, Mr. UDALL of 
New Mexico, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, Ms. WATERS, Ms. WATSON, 
Mr. WATT, Mr. WAXMAN, Mr. WEINER, 
Mr. WEXLER, Ms. WOOLSEY, Mr. WU, 
and Mr. WYNN): 

H.R. 5969. A bill to amend part D of title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to assist 
low-income individuals in obtaining sub-
sidized prescription drug coverage under the 
Medicare prescription drug program by expe-
diting the application and qualification proc-
ess, by increasing the maximum permissible 
resource level for eligibility for such sub-
sidies, and by waiving any late enrollment 
penalty for the first 24 uncovered months; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means, and in 
addition to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. THOMAS (for himself, Mr. 
BOEHNER, Mr. BLUNT, and Mr. 
MCKEON): 

H.R. 5970. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the unified 
credit against the estate tax to an exclusion 
equivalent of $5,000,000, to repeal the sunset 
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provision for the estate and generation-skip-
ping taxes, and to extend expiring provi-
sions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, and in addition 
to the Committees on Energy and Com-
merce, Education and the Workforce, and 
Resources, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. Considered and passed. 

By Mrs. KELLY (for herself and Mrs. 
JOHNSON of Connecticut): 

H.R. 5971. A bill to establish the Health In-
formation Technology Loan Program within 
the Small Business Administration; to the 
Committee on Small Business. 

By Mr. HUNTER (for himself, Mr. 
MICA, Mr. REYES, Mr. MCINTYRE, Mr. 
SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. BILBRAY, 
Mr. REYNOLDS, Mr. HALL, Mr. ROYCE, 
Mr. RENZI, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. 
HAYWORTH, Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky, 
Mr. DUNCAN, Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, 
Mr. BROWN of South Carolina, Mr. 
BASS, Mr. KLINE, Mr. CASTLE, Mr. 
CANTOR, Mr. WALDEN of Oregon, Mr. 
ROHRABACHER, Mr. RADANOVICH, Mr. 
TIBERI, Mr. PORTER, Mr. BRADLEY of 
New Hampshire, Mrs. WILSON of New 
Mexico, Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania, 
Mr. AKIN, Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr. 
CULBERSON, Mr. POE, Mrs. BIGGERT, 
Mr. WAMP, Mr. WOLF, Mr. BURTON of 
Indiana, Ms. PRYCE of Ohio, Mr. 
EVERETT, Mr. SOUDER, Mr. ROGERS of 
Alabama, Mr. HOEKSTRA, Mr. ENGLISH 
of Pennsylvania, and Mr. GINGREY): 

H.R. 5972. A bill to provide for the payment 
of compensation to members of the Armed 
Forces and civilian employees of the United 
States who, as prisoners of war, performed 
slave labor for Japanese corporations during 
World War II, to authorize the Secretary of 
Defense to accept contributions in order to 
provide additional compensation to such 
members and employees, to encourage Japa-
nese corporations that benefitted from the 
use of slave labor to make contributions for 
such additional compensation, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, and in addition to the Committees on 
Veterans’ Affairs, and Government Reform, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. DENT (for himself, Mr. WYNN, 
Mr. INGLIS of South Carolina, and Mr. 
LARSON of Connecticut): 

H.R. 5973. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit for the in-
stallation of hydrogen fueling stations, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CANNON: 
H.R. 5974. A bill to amend the Inspector 

General Act of 1978 and the Legal Services 
Corporation Act to provide appropriate re-
moval procedures for the Inspector General 
of the Legal Services Corporation, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. ALLEN (for himself, Mrs. 
EMERSON, Mr. WAXMAN, Mr. EHLERS, 
Mr. BERRY, Mr. BURTON of Indiana, 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, and Mr. GUT-
KNECHT): 

H.R. 5975. A bill to require the Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Quality, in con-
sultation with the Director of the National 
Institutes of Health, to conduct research to 
develop valid scientific evidence regarding 

comparative clinical effectiveness, out-
comes, and appropriateness of prescription 
drugs, medical devices, and procedures, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

By Mr. BAKER: 
H.R. 5976. A bill to provide for a hardship 

waiver for recoupment of certain Medicare 
payments; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland (for 
himself, Mr. JONES of North Carolina, 
Mrs. EMERSON, Mr. TANCREDO, and 
Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania): 

H.R. 5977. A bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act and title IV of the So-
cial Security Act to provide for the denial of 
family classification petitions filed by an in-
dividual who owes child support arrearages; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in 
addition to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. BLUNT: 
H.R. 5978. A bill to authorize the Secretary 

of the Interior to conduct a special resource 
study to determine the suitability and feasi-
bility of including the battlefields and re-
lated sites of the First and Second Battles of 
Newtonia, Missouri, during the Civil War as 
part of Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield 
or designating the battlefields and related 
sites as a separate unit of the National Park 
System, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Resources. 

By Mr. BOOZMAN: 
H.R. 5979. A bill to prevent abusive prac-

tices by pharmaceutical benefit managers 
(PBMs); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr. 
HALL, Mr. SKELTON, Mr. BERRY, Mr. 
SNYDER, Mr. ROSS, Mr. FORD, Mr. 
REYES, Mr. NUNES, Mr. CALVERT, and 
Mrs. BLACKBURN): 

H.R. 5980. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to conduct a resource study 
along the ‘‘Ox-Bow Route’’ of the Butterfield 
Overland Trail in the States of Missouri, 
Tennessee, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Texas, New 
Mexico, Arizona, and California, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Re-
sources. 

By Mr. BOSWELL: 
H.R. 5981. A bill to limit the noncompeti-

tive award of Federal contracts in response 
to major disasters and emergencies, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform. 

By Mr. BOSWELL: 
H.R. 5982. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit against 
tax for qualified tuition and related ex-
penses; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. BROWN of Ohio (for himself, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. WAXMAN, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Mr. WEXLER, Mrs. 
DAVIS of California, and Mr. DAVIS of 
Florida): 

H.R. 5983. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to eliminate the in the 
home restriction for Medicare coverage of 
mobility devices for individuals with ex-
pected long-term needs; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, and in addition to 
the Committee on Ways and Means, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. CAMP of Michigan: 
H.R. 5984. A bill to establish a program to 

reunite bondholders with matured 
unredeemed Federal savings bonds; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CARDOZA: 
H.R. 5985. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to extend and modify con-
servation and energy efficiency tax incen-
tives, to extend the energy efficient appli-
ance rebate program, to establish the Center 
for Advanced Solar Research, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, and in addition to the Committees on 
Financial Services, Science, and Energy and 
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. CHOCOLA (for himself, Mr. 
HERGER, Mr. WELLER, Ms. HART, Mr. 
ENGLISH of Pennsylvania, Mr. PENCE, 
Mr. SOUDER, Mr. GINGREY, Mr. FLAKE, 
Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina, Mr. 
GUTKNECHT, Mr. KUHL of New York, 
Mr. RADANOVICH, Mr. PAUL, Mr. 
CAMPBELL of California, Mr. PITTS, 
and Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin): 

H.R. 5986. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to eliminate the limitation 
on the foreign earned income exclusion, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. COLE of Oklahoma: 
H.R. 5987. A bill to provide for a feasibility 

study of alternatives to augment the water 
supplies of the Central Oklahoma Master 
Conservancy District and cities served by 
the District; to the Committee on Resources. 

By Mr. DAVIS of Illinois (for himself, 
Mr. OWENS, Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, 
and Mr. PAYNE): 

H.R. 5988. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to authorize grant pro-
grams to enhance the access of low-income 
Black students to higher education; to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. DAVIS of Illinois: 
H.R. 5989. A bill to designate the facility of 

the United States Postal Service located at 
10240 Roosevelt Road in Westchester, Illinois, 
as the ’John J. Sinde Post Office Building’; 
to the Committee on Government Reform. 

By Mr. DAVIS of Illinois: 
H.R. 5990. A bill to designate the facility of 

the United States Postal Service located at 
415 South 5th Avenue in Maywood, Illinois, 
as the ’Wallace W. Sykes Post Office Build-
ing’; to the Committee on Government Re-
form. 

By Ms. DELAURO: 
H.R. 5991. A bill to prohibit the injection of 

carbon monoxide in meat products; to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

By Ms. DELAURO (for herself, Mr. 
ALLEN, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, and Ms. 
BORDALLO): 

H.R. 5992. A bill to establish demonstration 
projects to provide at-home infant care bene-
fits; to the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce. 

By Mrs. EMERSON (for herself, Mr. 
MOORE of Kansas, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. 
WAMP, and Mr. BERRY): 

H.R. 5993. A bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to prohibit 
the marketing of authorized generic drugs; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mrs. EMERSON (for herself, Mr. 
SKELTON, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. HULSHOF, 
Mr. CLAY, Mr. AKIN, Mr. CARNAHAN, 
Mr. GRAVES, and Mr. CLEAVER): 

H.R. 5994. A bill to designate the out-
patient clinic of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs in Farmington, Missouri, as the 
‘‘Robert Silvey Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Clinic‘‘; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

By Mr. ENGEL: 
H.R. 5995. A bill to repeal the prohibitions 

on United States assistance to countries 
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that are parties to the International Crimi-
nal Court; to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations. 

By Mr. FOSSELLA: 
H.R. 5996. A bill to establish the Raritan 

Bay Stewardship Initiative; to the Com-
mittee on Resources, and in addition to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. GRIJALVA: 
H.R. 5997. A bill to amend the Intermodal 

Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 
1991 to identify a western passage of the 
CANAMEX Corridor in Arizona, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. GUTIERREZ (for himself, Mr. 
HASTINGS of Florida, Mr. NADLER, Mr. 
CUMMINGS, Ms. CORRINE BROWN of 
Florida, Mr. STRICKLAND, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. OWENS, Mr. THOMPSON of 
Mississippi, Mr. CAPUANO, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Mr. MCNULTY, Ms. WA-
TERS, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. EVANS, 
Mr. FATTAH, Mr. HINCHEY, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. LANTOS, Mr. JACKSON of Illi-
nois, and Mr. TIERNEY): 

H.R. 5998. A bill to provide for livable 
wages for Federal Government workers and 
workers hired under Federal contracts; to 
the Committee on Government Reform, and 
in addition to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. HASTINGS of Washington (for 
himself and Mr. REICHERT): 

H.R. 5999. A bill to provide for the convey-
ance of a parcel of National Forest System 
land in Kittitas County, Washington, to fa-
cilitate the construction of a new fire and 
rescue station, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Resources. 

By Mr. HOLDEN: 
H.R. 6000. A bill to revise the Farmland 

Protection Program of the Department of 
Agriculture; to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

By Mr. JINDAL: 
H.R. 6001. A bill to require the Director of 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
to establish an identity verification system 
that ensures that disaster assistance pay-
ments are paid only to qualified individuals; 
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure. 

By Mrs. KELLY: 
H.R. 6002. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to allow a deduction for 
certain travel expenses of qualified emer-
gency volunteers; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island: 
H.R. 6003. A bill to reduce post traumatic 

stress disorder and other combat-related 
stress disorders among military personnel, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island: 
H.R. 6004. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to allow certain small busi-
nesses to defer payment of tax; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mrs. LOWEY: 
H.R. 6005. A bill to provide additional secu-

rity for nuclear facilities under certain cir-
cumstances; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

By Mrs. LOWEY: 
H.R. 6006. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to provide an increased ex-
clusion of gain from the sale of a principal 

residence by certain widows and widowers; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MCCAUL of Texas: 
H.R. 6007. A bill to address critical needs 

for additional resources, coordination be-
tween Federal, State, and local law enforce-
ment, and supplemental funding, to support 
border security activities of State and local 
law enforcement agencies, including sheriffs, 
in regions near an international land border 
of the United States; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security. 

By Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota (for 
herself, Mr. BISHOP of New York, and 
Mr. GRIJALVA): 

H.R. 6008. A bill to reduce and prevent the 
sale and use of fraudulent degrees in order to 
protect the integrity of valid higher edu-
cation degrees that are used for Federal pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Energy and Commerce, Govern-
ment Reform, the Judiciary, and Rules, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. MEEHAN: 
H.R. 6009. A bill to address problem gam-

bling; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

By Mrs. MILLER of Michigan: 
H.R. 6010. A bill to ensure that flood level 

estimates in the Great Lakes basin represent 
true flood risk; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services. 

By Mr. OSBORNE: 
H.R. 6011. A bill to authorize the Secretary 

of Education and the Secretary of Labor to 
make grants to advance treatment, edu-
cation, and employment programs for youth 
with serious mental, psychological, behav-
ioral, and emotional difficulties, so that they 
may obtain professional assistance necessary 
in order to be successful in their lives and 
contribute to the economy, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

By Mr. PEARCE: 
H.R. 6012. A bill to amend title 5, United 

States Code, to increase the maximum age 
for the original appointment of a retired 
member of the Armed Forces to a border pa-
trol agent position, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Government Reform. 

By Mr. PEARCE: 
H.R. 6013. A bill to amend the Act of Au-

gust 21, 1935, to extend the authorization for 
the National Park System Advisory Board, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Resources. 

By Mr. POMBO: 
H.R. 6014. A bill to authorize the Secretary 

of the Interior, acting through the Bureau of 
Reclamation, to improve California’s Sac-
ramento-San Joaquin Delta and water sup-
ply; to the Committee on Resources. 

By Mr. ROGERS of Alabama (for him-
self, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. CANTOR, Mr. 
HUNTER, Mr. TANCREDO, Mr. MCCAUL 
of Texas, Mr. MCCOTTER, Mr. JONES 
of North Carolina, Mr. EVERETT, Mr. 
BACHUS, Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr. BONNER, 
and Mrs. MUSGRAVE): 

H.R. 6015. A bill to enhance border security 
through the use of temporary support per-
sonnel, expansion of Border Patrol agent 
training, increased hiring authority, support 
for local law enforcement agencies, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security. 

By Mr. SHERMAN: 
H.R. 6016. A bill to prohibit the sales of cer-

tain defense articles and defense services to 
Pakistan unless the President adheres to 
long-standing practice and procedures relat-
ing to congressional review of proposed sales 
of defense articles and defense services; to 
the Committee on International Relations. 

By Mr. SIMMONS: 
H.R. 6017. A bill to provide for transitional 

emergency assistance to certain members of 
the Armed Forces and veterans who are se-
verely injured in the Global War on Terror, 
to expand and improve programs for care-
giver services for those members and vet-
erans, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services, and in addition to 
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs, and 
Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. SIMMONS (for himself, Mr. 
JEFFERSON, Mr. HOLDEN, Mr. RADANO-
VICH, Mr. MCINTYRE, Mr. ETHERIDGE, 
and Mr. COSTA): 

H.R. 6018. A bill to provide temporary duty 
reductions for certain cotton fabrics, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on Agriculture, and Financial Services, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. SLAUGHTER (for herself and 
Mr. REYNOLDS): 

H.R. 6019. A bill to establish the Niagara 
Falls National Heritage Area in the State of 
New York, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Resources. 

By Mr. TIERNEY (for himself, Mr. 
SHIMKUS, Mr. CASE, Mr. FILNER, Ms. 
MCCOLLUM of Minnesota, Mr. 
HINOJOSA, Mr. OWENS, Mr. MCGOV-
ERN, Mr. POMEROY, Mr. BISHOP of New 
York, Mr. MEEHAN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. FRANK of Mas-
sachusetts, Mr. NEAL of Massachu-
setts, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. KILDEE, 
Mr. KIND, Mr. CAPUANO, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. SCOTT of 
Virginia, Mr. OLVER, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. 
ANDREWS, Mr. DELAHUNT, Mrs. JONES 
of Ohio, Mr. HIGGINS, Mr. MCINTYRE, 
Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mrs. MALONEY, Mr. 
KENNEDY of Rhode Island, Mr. 
KUCINICH, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. SIMMONS, 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, Ms. ZOE 
LOFGREN of California, Mr. LYNCH, 
Mr. PAYNE, Mr. GEORGE MILLER of 
California, Mr. WYNN, Mr. HONDA, 
Mrs. MCCARTHY, Mr. MICHAUD, Ms. 
HOOLEY, Mr. MCCOTTER, Mr. 
RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. BROWN of Ohio, 
Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. FORTENBERRY, Ms. 
MATSUI, Mr. HOLT, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, 
Mr. UDALL of New Mexico, Mr. 
MCHUGH, Mr. LIPINSKI, Ms. 
MILLENDER-MCDONALD, Ms. MOORE of 
Wisconsin, Mr. FORD, Mr. MILLER of 
North Carolina, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
GUTIERREZ, Mr. CARNAHAN, Ms. 
ESHOO, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, and Mr. 
LEVIN): 

H.R. 6020. A bill to support business incu-
bation in academic settings, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

By Mr. WALDEN of Oregon: 
H.R. 6021. A bill to permit the proceeds of 

certain agriculture grants to be used for a 
revolving loan fund, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. WAXMAN (for himself, Mr. 
PALLONE, and Ms. DELAURO): 

H.R. 6022. A bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect 
to market exclusivity for certain drugs, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

By Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania (for 
himself and Mr. ABERCROMBIE): 

H.R. 6023. A bill to prohibit the owner of a 
foreign vessel having the capacity to trans-
port more than 100 passengers from using a 
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United States port if the owner does not no-
tify the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
within 24 hours of a crime against the person 
of a United States citizen on the vessel, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure, and in 
addition to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. WHITFIELD (for himself, Mr. 
HEFLEY, Mr. BASS, Mr. JONES of 
North Carolina, Mr. UPTON, Mr. MIL-
LER of Florida, Mr. PENCE, Mr. 
TERRY, Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of 
Florida, Mr. STEARNS, and Mr. 
ENGLISH of Pennsylvania): 

H.R. 6024. A bill to provide a biennial budg-
et for the United States Government; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Budget 
for a period ending not later than September 
29, 2006, and in addition to the Committees 
on Rules and Government Reform, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. WHITFIELD: 
H.R. 6025. A bill to promote coal-to-liquid 

fuel activities; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Science, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. YOUNG of Alaska: 
H.R. 6026. A bill to authorize the Adminis-

trator of General Services to convey a parcel 
of real property to the Alaska Railroad Cor-
poration in exchange for replacement prop-
erty and other consideration; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

By Mr. HASTINGS of Washington: 
H. Con. Res. 459. Concurrent resolution 

providing for an adjournment or recess of the 
two Houses; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER: 
H. Con. Res. 460. Concurrent resolution ex-

pressing the sense of Congress that American 
oil companies should build additional refin-
ing capacity on existing refinery campuses; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. BOUSTANY: 
H. Con. Res. 461. Concurrent resolution ex-

pressing the support of the Congress for the 
creation of a National Hurricane Museum 
and Science Center in southwest Louisiana; 
to the Committee on Resources. 

By Mrs. CAPPS (for herself and Mr. 
FOLEY): 

H. Con. Res. 462. Concurrent resolution 
supporting the goals and ideals of National 
Peripheral Arterial Disease Awareness Week; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. DAVIS of Illinois (for himself 
and Mr. SHIMKUS): 

H. Con. Res. 463. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress regarding 
textbook equity; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. 

By Mr. STARK (for himself, Mrs. 
NAPOLITANO, Mr. HINOJOSA, and Mr. 
ORTIZ): 

H. Con. Res. 464. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing and honoring the 20th anniversary 
of the founding of the Lambda Theta Nu So-
rority, Incorporated, the first intercollegiate 
Greek-letter sorority established for Latina 
college women on the West Coast; to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. THOMPSON of California (for 
himself, Mr. MCHUGH, Mr. 
MCDERMOTT, Mr. TOM DAVIS of Vir-
ginia, Mr. SKELTON, Mr. JEFFERSON, 
Mr. SHERWOOD, Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. 

PELOSI, and Mr. GEORGE MILLER of 
California): 

H. Con. Res. 465. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress regarding 
the need for additional research into the 
chronic neurological condition hydro-
cephalus, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. WATT (for himself, Mr. BISHOP 
of Georgia, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Ms. 
CORRINE BROWN of Florida, Ms. CAR-
SON, Mrs. CHRISTENSEN, Mr. CLAY, 
Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. CLYBURN, Mr. CON-
YERS, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. DAVIS of 
Alabama, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. 
FATTAH, Mr. FORD, Mr. AL GREEN of 
Texas, Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, Mr. 
JACKSON of Illinois, Ms. JACKSON-LEE 
of Texas, Mr. JEFFERSON, Ms. EDDIE 
BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Mrs. 
JONES of Ohio, Ms. KILPATRICK of 
Michigan, Ms. LEE, Mr. LEWIS of 
Georgia, Ms. MCKINNEY, Mr. MEEK of 
Florida, Mr. MEEKS of New York, Ms. 
MILLENDER-MCDONALD, Ms. MOORE of 
Wisconsin, Ms. NORTON, Mr. OWENS, 
Mr. PAYNE, Mr. RANGEL, Mr. RUSH, 
Mr. SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. SCOTT of 
Virginia, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. TOWNS, Ms. WATERS, Ms. 
WATSON, and Mr. WYNN): 

H. Con. Res. 466. Concurrent resolution ob-
serving the one year anniversary of the date 
on which the Gulf Coast region was struck 
by Hurricane Katrina, acknowledging the 
significant deficiencies that still exist in the 
ability of cities in the Gulf Coast region to 
provide necessary social services and subsist-
ence to their residents or to attract the re-
turn of many displaced residents, and re-
affirming the commitment of Congress to as-
sist in rebuilding the Gulf Coast region, im-
proving the quality of life for all its resi-
dents, and ending poverty in America; to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Mrs. TAUSCHER (for herself, Mr. 
HONDA, Mr. OBERSTAR, Ms. PELOSI, 
Mr. DREIER, Ms. MATSUI, Mrs. 
NAPOLITANO, Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of 
California, Mr. LANTOS, Mrs. CAPPS, 
Mr. FARR, Mr. BECERRA, Mr. SHER-
MAN, Ms. WATSON, Mr. COSTA, Ms. 
LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California, Mr. 
BERMAN, Mr. GEORGE MILLER of Cali-
fornia, Mr. LEWIS of California, Ms. 
WOOLSEY, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. GARY G. 
MILLER of California, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. 
CALVERT, Ms. LEE, Ms. HARMAN, Mr. 
DAVIS of Tennessee, Ms. EDDIE BER-
NICE JOHNSON of Texas, Ms. NORTON, 
Mr. HOLDEN, Mr. LARSEN of Wash-
ington, Mr. SIMMONS, Mr. BISHOP of 
New York, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. 
BOOZMAN, Ms. BERKLEY, Mr. COBLE, 
Mr. MATHESON, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. 
SHUSTER, Mr. BOUSTANY, Ms. SOLIS, 
Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD, Mr. 
DEFAZIO, Mr. PORTER, Mr. WAXMAN, 
Mr. HIGGINS, Mr. THOMPSON of Cali-
fornia, Mr. CARNAHAN, Mr. CARDOZA, 
Mr. CAMPBELL of California, Mr. 
RADANOVICH, Mr. KENNEDY of Min-
nesota, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. 
BILBRAY, Mr. ROHRABACHER, Mr. ISSA, 
Mr. HERGER, Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN 
of California, Mr. ROYCE, Mr. BACA, 
Mrs. DAVIS of California, Mr. 
GALLEGLY, Ms. BORDALLO, Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA, Mr. STARK, Mr. 
THOMAS, Mr. FILNER, Ms. WATERS, 
Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California, 
and Mr. PETRI): 

H. Res. 963. A resolution congratulating 
and thanking Secretary of Transportation 
Norman Y. Mineta for his 40 years of dedi-
cated service to the people of the United 

States; to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration. 

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey (for him-
self, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. HOLDEN, Mrs. 
MCCARTHY, Mr. BRADY of Pennsyl-
vania, Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. DELAURO, Mr. 
WEXLER, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. BROWN of 
Ohio, Mr. WAXMAN, Mr. KENNEDY of 
Rhode Island, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr. 
MCNULTY, and Mr. ETHERIDGE): 

H. Res. 964. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of National Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease Awareness Month, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

By Mr. LANTOS (for himself, Mr. 
HYDE, Mr. GALLEGLY, Mr. SMITH of 
New Jersey, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. BROWN of 
Ohio, Mr. BLUMENAUER, and Mr. 
HASTINGS of Florida): 

H. Res. 965. A resolution commending the 
people of Montenegro on the conduct of the 
referendum on independence, welcoming 
United States recognition of the sovereignty 
and independence of the Republic of Monte-
negro, and welcoming Montenegrin member-
ship in the United Nations and other inter-
national organizations; to the Committee on 
International Relations. 

By Mr. BLUMENAUER: 
H. Res. 967. A resolution recognizing and 

honoring the 100th anniversary of the Ira-
nian Constitutional Revolution; to the Com-
mittee on International Relations. 

By Mr. COSTA (for himself, Mr. NUNES, 
Mr. RADANOVICH, Mr. CARDOZA, and 
Mr. POMBO): 

H. Res. 968. A resolution recognizing the 
outstanding contributions of Stephen K. Hall 
to California agriculture and the California 
water community; to the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform. 

By Mr. DAVIS of Alabama (for himself, 
Mr. ENGEL, Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, 
Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan, Mr. 
BRADY of Pennsylvania, Mr. CRAMER, 
Ms. WATSON, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. ISRAEL, 
Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD, Mr. LAN-
TOS, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Mrs. MALONEY, Mr. CON-
YERS, Mr. FATTAH, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, Mr. FARR, Mr. 
RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. 
EMANUEL, Mr. BISHOP of New York, 
Ms. ESHOO, and Ms. BALDWIN): 

H. Res. 969. A resolution urging the Sec-
retary of Defense to immediately institute a 
zero-tolerance policy with regard to racial 
and ethnic extremism in the military; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

By Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas (for 
herself, Mrs. JONES of Ohio, Ms. LEE, 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms. MAT-
SUI, Mrs. CAPPS, Ms. WOOLSEY, Ms. 
SOLIS, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. LANTOS, Mr. 
HASTINGS of Florida, Ms. MILLENDER- 
MCDONALD, Mrs. MCCARTHY, Mr. 
CLEAVER, Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Is-
land, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. CONYERS, Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. HARMAN, Mrs. 
TAUSCHER, and Ms. MCCOLLUM of 
Minnesota): 

H. Res. 970. A resolution denouncing the 
practices of female genital mutilation, do-
mestic violence, ‘‘honor’’ killings, acid burn-
ing, dowry deaths, and other gender-based 
persecutions and expressing the sense of the 
House of Representatives that participation, 
protection, recognition, and independence of 
women is crucial to achieving a just, moral, 
and honorable society; to the Committee on 
International Relations. 

By Mr. FITZPATRICK of Pennsyl-
vania: 

H. Res. 971. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives that 
the Congress should enact legislation to 
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slow, stop, and reverse the growth of the Na-
tion’s dependence on imported oil in ways 
that provide cleaner air, reduce emissions of 
carbon dioxide, and enhance America’s com-
petitiveness; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Mr. HASTINGS of Florida: 
H. Res. 972. A resolution expressing the ap-

preciation and gratitude of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the governments and people 
of the Republic of Cyprus and the Republic of 
Turkey for the reception and hospitality of-
fered to the American evacuees from Leb-
anon in July 2006; to the Committee on 
International Relations. 

By Mr. HINOJOSA (for himself and 
Mrs. BIGGERT): 

H. Res. 973. A resolution recognizing Fi-
nancial Planning Week, recognizing the sig-
nificant impact of sound financial planning 
on achieving life’s goals, and honoring fami-
lies and the financial planning profession for 
their adherence and dedication to the finan-
cial planning process; to the Committee on 
Government Reform. 

By Mr. ISRAEL (for himself and Ms. 
FOXX): 

H. Res. 974. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of National Myositis Aware-
ness Day; to the Committee on Government 
Reform. 

By Mr. KING of Iowa (for himself, Mr. 
HENSARLING, Mr. GUTKNECHT, Mr. 
FEENEY, Mr. MCHENRY, Mr. CHABOT, 
Mr. SHADEGG, Mr. FLAKE, Mrs. JO 
ANN DAVIS of Virginia, Mr. BARTLETT 
of Maryland, Ms. FOXX, Mrs. CUBIN, 
Mr. MILLER of Florida, Mrs. 
MUSGRAVE, Mrs. MYRICK, Mr. PITTS, 
Mr. WESTMORELAND, Mr. FRANKS of 
Arizona, Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr. 
TANCREDO, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. 
PAUL, Mr. COLE of Oklahoma, Mr. 
ROHRABACHER, Mr. GARRETT of New 
Jersey, Mr. AKIN, Mr. PEARCE, Mr. 
TERRY, and Mr. DUNCAN): 

H. Res. 975. A resolution amending the 
Rules of the House of Representatives to re-
quire that rescission bills always be consid-
ered under open rules every year, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Rules. 

By Mr. MCCAUL of Texas (for himself, 
Mr. CROWLEY, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. 
BURTON of Indiana, Mr. PENCE, Mr. 
MCCOTTER, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. HIGGINS, 
Mr. PEARCE, Mr. SOUDER, Mr. LEWIS 
of Georgia, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. 
CARTER, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. DOYLE, Mr. 
WEXLER, Mr. ISRAEL, Mr. MACK, Mr. 
LANTOS, Ms. BERKLEY, Mrs. MALONEY, 
Mr. NADLER, Mr. GEORGE MILLER of 
California, Mr. FRANK of Massachu-
setts, Mr. POE, Mr. ETHERIDGE, Mr. 
CARDOZA, Mr. FOSSELLA, Mr. GORDON, 
Mr. CLAY, and Mr. JEFFERSON): 

H. Res. 976. A resolution condemning 
human rights abuses by the Government of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran and expressing 
solidarity with the Iranian people; to the 
Committee on International Relations. 

By Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota (for 
herself, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. GRIJALVA, 
Mr. HOLT, Mr. OBERSTAR, Mr. BOREN, 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. UDALL of 
Colorado, Mr. KIND, Mr. UDALL of 
New Mexico, Mr. MOORE of Kansas, 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, Ms. 
HERSETH, Mr. FILNER, Mr. HINOJOSA, 
Mr. PAYNE, Mr. MORAN of Virginia, 
and Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island): 

H. Res. 977. A resolution reinforcing the 
Federal Government’s Federal trust rela-
tionship and commitment to working with 
American Indian Nations to empower, pro-
mote, and support the educational develop-
ment of American Indian and Alaska Native 
children and youth; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce, and in addi-

tion to the Committee on Resources, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. REYES (for himself, Mr. GON-
ZALEZ, Mr. PEARCE, Mr. HINOJOSA, 
and Mr. ORTIZ): 

H. Res. 978. A resolution expressing pro-
found sorrow upon the death of Luis Jimenez 
and recognizing his distinguished career and 
great contributions to American art; to the 
Committee on Government Reform. 

By Mr. UDALL of Colorado: 
H. Res. 979. A resolution urging the Presi-

dent to issue a proclamation designating a 
National Ski & Snowboard Month to call at-
tention to the need for all people to exercise 
and get outdoors during winter; to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS TO PUBLIC 
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows: 

H.R. 65: Mr. HAYWORTH, Mr. RUSH, Mr. 
MCCAUL of Texas, Mr. DEAL of Georgia, Miss 
MCMORRIS, Mr. BEAUPREZ, and Mr. WILSON of 
South Carolina. 

H.R. 136: Mr. WELDON of Florida. 
H.R. 390: Mr. MOORE of Kansas. 
H.R. 450: Mr. ALLEN. 
H.R. 503: Mr. BURTON of Indiana. 
H.R. 517: Mr. HINOJOSA. 
H.R. 550: Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. REYES, and Mr. 

LARSON of Connecticut. 
H.R. 583: Mr. GOHMERT and Mr. BOUCHER. 
H.R. 752: Mr. MOLLOHAN. 
H.R. 772: Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-

fornia. 
H.R. 807: Mr. BERMAN. 
H.R. 817: Ms. BEAN, Mr. MURTHA, Mr. HALL, 

Mr. HUNTER, Mr. HULSHOF, Mr. BUYER, Mr. 
LEWIS of Kentucky, Mr. STEARNS, Mr. NOR-
WOOD, Mr. REHBERG, Mr. WESTMORELAND, Mr. 
PRICE of Georgia, Mr. REYES, Mr. BISHOP of 
Georgia, Mr. SHADEGG, Mrs. SCHMIDT, Mr. 
MILLER of Florida, Mr. SODREL, Mr. KLINE, 
Mr. FORTENBERRY, Mr. DREIER, Mr. PUTNAM, 
and Ms. BORDALLO. 

H.R. 818: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. 
H.R. 916: Mrs. DAVIS of California. 
H.R. 959: Mr. COSTA and Mr. MCGOVERN. 
H.R. 998: Mr. OBERSTAR. 
H.R. 1124: Mr. GEORGE MILLER of Cali-

fornia. 
H.R. 1264: Mr. FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania 

and Mr. CAPUANO. 
H.R. 1306: Mr. HIGGINS and Mr. GENE GREEN 

of Texas. 
H.R. 1322: Mrs. MALONEY, Mrs. LOWEY, Ms. 

LEE, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. CUMMINGS, Ms. 
NORTON, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. NADLER, 
Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. DOYLE, Mr. BERMAN, 
Ms. SOLIS, and Mr. PASCRELL. 

H.R. 1338: Mr. BROWN of Ohio. 
H.R. 1366: Mr. SOUDER. 
H.R. 1370: Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-

fornia. 
H.R. 1471: Mr. REGULA and Mr. LIPINSKI. 
H.R. 1554: Mr. DINGELL. 
H.R. 1578: Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania 

and Ms. HARMAN. 
H.R. 1591: Mr. CONYERS. 
H.R. 1615: Mrs. NAPOLITANO and Mr. BROWN 

of Ohio. 
H.R. 1652: Mr. SANDERS. 
H.R. 1767: Mr. PLATTS. 
H.R. 1898: Mr. PRICE of Georgia. 
H.R. 1902: Ms. ESHOO. 
H.R. 1951: Mr. CASE. 
H.R. 2007: Mr. SALAZAR. 
H.R. 2051: Mr. HIGGINS. 
H.R. 2088: Mr. JINDAL, Mr. MCHENRY, Mr. 

ORTIZ, and Mr. FOLEY. 

H.R. 2121: Mr. HINOJOSA. 
H.R. 2122: Mr. MORAN of Virginia. 
H.R. 2351: Ms. SCHWARTZ of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 2386: Mr. SHAW. 
H.R. 2429: Mr. SCHIFF and Mr. DAVIS of 

Florida. 
H.R. 2567: Mr. CASTLE. 
H.R. 2629: Mr. KUHL of New York. 
H.R. 2793: Mr. MCDERMOTT. 
H.R. 2842: Mr. MURPHY, Mr. MACK, and Mrs. 

BLACKBURN. 
H.R. 2945: Mr. KUCINICH. 
H.R. 3044: Mr. BUTTERFIELD. 
H.R. 3183: Mr. JENKINS, Mr. GOODLATTE, 

and Mr. MICA. 
H.R. 3186: Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. 
H.R. 3195: Mrs. DAVIS of California and Ms. 

SCHAKOWSKY. 
H.R. 3282: Mr. PUTNAM. 
H.R. 3361: Mr. SMITH of Washington. 
H.R. 3406: Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-

fornia. 
H.R. 3427: Ms. BALDWIN. 
H.R. 3436: Mr. REHBERG, Mr. FOLEY, and 

Mr. NEY. 
H.R. 3476: Mr. LEVIN, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. 

MCDERMOTT, and Ms. SCHWARTZ of Pennsyl-
vania. 

H.R. 3478: Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. 
H.R. 3559: Mr. DOYLE, Mr. RAHALL, and Mr. 

KINGSTON. 
H.R. 3605: Mr. SHAYS, Mr. BERMAN, Ms. ZOE 

LOFGREN of California, Mr. JEFFERSON, and 
Mr. CARNAHAN. 

H.R. 3628: Mr. CARNAHAN. 
H.R. 3762: Mr. SWEENEY, Mr. REICHERT, Mr. 

PETRI, Mr. SIMMONS, and Mr. KING of New 
York. 

H.R. 3874: Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. 
H.R. 3883: Mr. NUNES. 
H.R. 4006: Mr. BROWN of Ohio and Mr. BOU-

CHER. 
H.R. 4033: Mr. PAYNE. 
H.R. 4144: Mrs. BLACKBURN and Mr. GOODE. 
H.R. 4188: Mr. MILLER of North Carolina. 
H.R. 4201: Mr. OWENS. 
H.R. 4215: Mr. ORTIZ and Mr. CUMMINGS. 
H.R. 4291: Ms. WOOLSEY. 
H.R. 4293: Mr. CUMMINGS. 
H.R. 4298: Mr. MEEHAN and Mr. CANTOR. 
H.R. 4357: Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. 
H.R. 4366: Mr. GERLACH. 
H.R. 4387: Mr. EMANUEL. 
H.R. 4409: Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania, 

Ms. MCKINNEY, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, and Mr. 
UDALL of Colorado. 

H.R. 4562: Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota and 
Mr. UPTON. 

H.R. 4623: Mr. ROSS. 
H.R. 4694: Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. 
H.R. 4740: Mr. PITTS and Mr. ALEXANDER. 
H.R. 4751: Mr. POMEROY. 
H.R. 4767: Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. 
H.R. 4769: Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas and 

Ms. SCHWARTZ of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 4770: Mr. TIBERI, Mr. UPTON, Mr. ROG-

ERS of Alabama, Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, 
Mr. FATTAH, Mr. COLE of Oklahoma, Mr. 
BROWN of Ohio, Mr. GONZALEZ, Mr. WYNN, 
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, Mr. MCDERMOTT, 
and Mr. SERRANO. 

H.R. 4772: Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. 
H.R. 4775: Mr. EDWARDS. 
H.R. 4800: Mr. STARK, Mr. KUCINICH, and 

Mr. PAYNE. 
H.R. 4873: Mr. HOLDEN, Mr. SCHIFF, and Mr. 

OSBORNE. 
H.R. 4922: Ms. FOXX. 
H.R. 4927: Mr. DOOLITTLE and Ms. MATSUI. 
H.R. 4937: Mr. SHAYS. 
H.R. 4956: Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-

ida. 
H.R. 4961: Mr. AKIN. 
H.R. 4980: Mr. PAYNE, Mr. DOYLE, and Mr. 

THOMPSON of Mississippi. 
H.R. 4993: Mr. PAYNE and Mr. CUMMINGS. 
H.R. 5000: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. 
H.R. 5005: Mr. BEAUPREZ, Mr. PORTER, and 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. 
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H.R. 5017: Mr. CARDIN. 
H.R. 5022: Mr. EDWARDS. 
H.R. 5051: Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 5052: Mr. HOLT. 
H.R. 5056: Mr. SCHWARZ of Michigan. 
H.R. 5070: Mr. SMITH of Washington. 
H.R. 5092: Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas and 

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina. 
H.R. 5100: Mr. ROTHMAN. 
H.R. 5106: Mr. MORAN of Virginia. 
H.R. 5114: Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas and 

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. 
H.R. 5118: Mr. NEUGEBAUER. 
H.R. 5134: Mr. DOGGETT and Mr. DOYLE. 
H.R. 5150: Mr. GONZALEZ. 
H.R. 5158: Mr. MOORE of Kansas. 
H.R. 5167: Mr. UDALL of New Mexico and 

Mrs. LOWEY. 
H.R. 5171: Mr. LATHAM. 
H.R. 5199: Mr. VAN HOLLEN and Mr. 

MCDERMOTT. 
H.R. 5200: Mr. ETHERIDGE, Mr. ANDREWS, 

Mr. LATHAM, Mr. JEFFERSON, Mr. MEEHAN, 
Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Mr. TIBERI, Mr. 
OSBORNE, Mr. WU, and Mr. SMITH of Wash-
ington. 

H.R. 5206: Mr. MILLER of North Carolina 
and Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. 

H.R. 5230: Mrs. MUSGRAVE. 
H.R. 5236: Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 

Texas. 
H.R. 5249: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. GARY 

G. MILLER of California, and Mr. LINDER. 
H.R. 5275: Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, Mr. 

RANGEL, and Mr. BUTTERFIELD. 
H.R. 5280: Mr. GORDON, Mr. DAVIS of Flor-

ida, and Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. 
H.R. 5288: Mr. BUTTERFIELD and Mr. 

HASTINGS of Florida. 
H.R. 5289: Mr. LIPINSKI. 
H.R. 5314: Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota, Mr. 

GERLACH, and Mr. MANZULLO. 
H.R. 5371: Mr. CARDIN. 
H.R. 5372: Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, Mr. 

JACKSON of Illinois, Mr. MOORE of Kansas, 
Mr. BAIRD, and Mr. HONDA. 

H.R. 5396: Miss MCMORRIS. 
H.R. 5397: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. 
H.R. 5408: Mr. BERMAN. 
H.R. 5452: Mr. COLE of Oklahoma, Mrs. 

MUSGRAVE, and Mr. KIRK. 
H.R. 5453: Mr. STRICKLAND and Mr. PETER-

SON of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 5459: Mr. CASTLE. 
H.R. 5465: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 5468: Ms. DEGETTE. 
H.R. 5469: Ms. DEGETTE. 
H.R. 5472: Mr. STARK, Mrs. WILSON of New 

Mexico, Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts, Mr. 
ISSA, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, and Mr. 
FOLEY. 

H.R. 5480: Mr. MOORE of Kansas. 
H.R. 5513: Mr. KUHL of New York and Ms. 

BALDWIN. 
H.R. 5523: Mr. GOODE. 
H.R. 5533: Mr. GORDON. 
H.R. 5536: Mr. SMITH of Washington. 
H.R. 5552: Mr. FORBES. 
H.R. 5555: Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr. WYNN, and 

Mr. PALLONE. 
H.R. 5557: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. 
H.R. 5558: Mr. PRICE of Georgia, Mr. 

PASCRELL, and Mr. CARDOZA. 
H.R. 5559: Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. 
H.R. 5562: Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey and 

Mrs. KELLY. 
H.R. 5586: Mrs. MUSGRAVE. 
H.R. 5624: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 5635: Mr. RAHALL, Mr. KUCINICH, Mr. 

AL GREEN of Texas, Ms. SOLIS, and Mr. 
DOYLE. 

H.R. 5642: Ms. PELOSI, Mr. SERRANO, Mr. 
KUCINICH, Mr. RANGEL, Mr. ROTHMAN, Mr. 

WYNN, Mr. FORD, Ms. WATERS, Mr. LEACH, 
Mr. MCDERMOTT, Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of 
California, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, Mr. 
STARK, Mr. BERMAN, Mr. FATTAH, Ms. LEE, 
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. SCOTT of Vir-
ginia, and Ms. DEGETTE. 

H.R. 5656: Mr. ROHRABACHER. 
H.R. 5660: Mr. HIGGINS, Mr. FORD, and Mr. 

KILDEE. 
H.R. 5674: Mr. HOLT, Mr. PRICE of North 

Carolina, and Mr. TIERNEY. 
H.R. 5693: Mr. MCHUGH and Mr. PAUL. 
H.R. 5701: Mr. WALSH. 
H.R. 5704: Ms. SCHWARTZ of Pennsylvania 

and Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. 
H.R. 5722: Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, Mr. 

PAYNE, and Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. 

H.R. 5730: Mr. HOLDEN. 
H.R. 5738: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. 
H.R. 5746: Mr. GOODE, Mr. REGULA, Mr. 

WOLF, Mrs. MUSGRAVE, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. 
GORDON, Mr. GUTIERREZ, Ms. MOORE of Wis-
consin, Ms. HARMAN, and Ms. DEGETTE. 

H.R. 5751: Mr. CULBERSON. 
H.R. 5755: Mr. HEFLEY, Mr. GIBBONS, Mr. 

KLINE, Mr. HOLT, Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky, Mr. 
SPRATT, and Mr. LANGEVIN. 

H.R. 5762: Mr. TOWNS. 
H.R. 5770: Mr. MCDERMOTT and Mr. 

KUCINICH. 
H.R. 5771: Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. 
H.R. 5772: Mr. BOOZMAN and Mr. FEENEY. 
H.R. 5784: Mr. RUSH, Mr. JEFFERSON, Mr. 

AL GREEN of Texas, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, 
Mr. CUMMINGS, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, and Mr. 
MICHAUD. 

H.R. 5791: Mr. ALLEN, Mr. BOUSTANY, Mr. 
SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. UDALL of Colorado, 
Mr. MOORE of Kansas, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. 
DOYLE, Mr. KIRK, and Mr. FILNER. 

H.R. 5795: Mr. BLUMENAUER and Mr. GENE 
GREEN of Texas. 

H.R. 5805: Mr. MEEKS of New York, Mr. 
DOOLITTLE, and Mr. ROHRABACHER. 

H.R. 5806: Ms. DEGETTE, Mr. MORAN of Vir-
ginia, Mr. CASE, Mr. CARNAHAN, Mr. SCHIFF, 
Mr. STARK, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr. HOLT, and 
Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. 

H.R. 5818: Mr. SHERMAN. 
H.R. 5822: Mr. TIAHRT, Mr. WELDON of 

Pennsylvania, and Mr. FOSSELLA. 
H.R. 5834: Ms. HERSETH, Ms. JACKSON-LEE 

of Texas, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. HINCHEY, and 
Mr. CUMMINGS. 

H.R. 5835: Mr. MCDERMOTT and Mr. 
CUMMINGS. 

H.R. 5836: Mr. MCDERMOTT. 
H.R. 5853: Mr. STARK. 
H.R. 5858: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. SOLIS, and 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. 
H.R. 5862: Mrs. MUSGRAVE. 
H.R. 5866: Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. 
H.R. 5875: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY and Mr. CON-

YERS. 
H.R. 5878: Mr. MOORE of Kansas. 
H.R. 5879: Mrs. EMERSON. 
H.R. 5880: Mrs. EMERSON. 
H.R. 5886: Mr. PASTOR. 
H.R. 5888: Mr. BEAUPREZ, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. 

RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. FRANK of Massachu-
setts, Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire, Mr. 
PAUL, and Mr. SANDERS. 

H.R. 5890: Mr. BROWN of South Carolina, 
Mr. FOLEY, Mr. BACHUS, Mr. DOOLITTLE, Mr. 
WICKER, Mrs. DRAKE, Mr. CALVERT, and Mr. 
DAVIS of Kentucky. 

H.R. 5902: Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 5904: Ms. BERKLEY, Mr. REHBERG, Mr. 

BISHOP of Utah, Mr. CANNON, and Mr. SIMP-
SON. 

H.R. 5915: Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. 
H.R. 5918: Mr. LEACH. 
H.R. 5920: Mr. WYNN and Mr. SMITH of New 

Jersey. 

H.R. 5928: Mr. KILDEE, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. 
ETHERIDGE, Mr. MCINTYRE, and Mr. SCHIFF. 

H.R. 5934: Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. 
H.R. 5945: Mrs. CAPPS and Mr. KUCINICH. 
H.J. Res. 93: Ms. WATSON, Mr. HOLT, Mr. 

BLUMENAUER, Mr. STARK, and Mr. TANCREDO. 
H. Con. Res. 57: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. 
H. Con. Res. 138: Mr. SERRANO. 
H. Con. Res. 174: Mrs. DAVIS of California 

and Mrs. BLACKBURN. 
H. Con. Res. 343: Mr. ISRAEL. 
H. Con. Res. 346: Mr. BARTLETT of Mary-

land, Mr. UDALL of Colorado, and Mrs. 
MUSGRAVE. 

H. Con. Res. 388: Mr. PAYNE. 
H. Con. Res. 391: Mr. STARK. 
H. Con. Res. 404: Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas 

and Mr. HOLT. 
H. Con. Res. 415: Mr. LARSEN of Wash-

ington. 
H. Con. Res. 416: Mr. CUMMINGS. 
H. Con. Res. 424: Mr. COSTELLO, Mr. WYNN, 

Mr. FORTENBERRY, Mr. SOUDER, Mr. GRAVES, 
Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. 
KIND, Mr. BOUSTANY, and Mr. JEFFERSON. 

H. Con. Res. 439: Mr. BISHOP of New York. 
H. Con. Res. 450: Mr. DOGGETT, Ms. 

VELÁZQUEZ, and Mr. CLAY. 
H. Con. Res. 455: Mr. WILSON of South Caro-

lina, Mr. GOODE, and Mr. GOODLATTE. 
H. Res. 79: Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 

Texas. 
H. Res. 490: Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-

fornia. 
H. Res. 735: Mr. KILDEE, Mrs. MCCARTHY, 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE, Mr. WYNN, Mr. FILNER, 
Ms. BORDALLO, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, and Mr. MCDERMOTT. 

H. Res. 765: Ms. MATSUI, Mr. RAMSTAD, and 
Mr. PEARCE. 

H. Res. 776: Mr. DUNCAN. 
H. Res. 787: Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mrs. MALONEY, 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas, Mr. DOGGETT, Ms. 
WATSON, Ms. BORDALLO, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. 
SHERMAN, and Ms. LEE. 

H. Res. 800: Ms. BERKLEY and Mr. ROTHMAN. 
H. Res. 822: Mr. KIND and Mr. BROWN of 

Ohio. 
H. Res. 823: Mr. SHAW. 
H. Res. 874: Mr. HALL, Mr. BRADY of Penn-

sylvania, Mr. WAMP, and Mr. GOODE. 
H. Res. 888: Mr. LYNCH, Mr. MORAN of Vir-

ginia, Mr. OBERSTAR, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, Mr. SERRANO, Ms. JACKSON-LEE of 
Texas, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. HOLT, and Mr. 
DAVIS of Alabama. 

H. Res. 944: Mr. REICHERT. 
H. Res. 945: Mr. DOGGETT and Mr. AL GREEN 

of Texas. 
H. Res. 953: Mr. COSTA, Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ- 

BALART of Florida, Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of 
California, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, and Ms. 
SLAUGHTER. 

H. Res. 954: Mr. MORAN of Virginia and Mr. 
BLUMENAUER. 

H. Res. 955: Mr. MCGOVERN. 
H. Res. 960: Ms. BORDALLO and Mr. FRANKS 

of Arizona. 

f 

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions as follows: 

H.R. 65: Mr. GERLACH. 

f 

DISCHARGE PETITIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XV, the fol-
lowing discharge petition was filed: 

Petition 14, July 27, 2006, by Mr. FILNER 
on House Resolution 917, was signed by the 
following Members: Bob Filner, Emanuel 
Cleaver, and Sam Farr. 
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DISCHARGE PETITIONS— 

ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS 

The following Members added their 
names to the following discharge peti-
tions: 

Petition 1 by Ms. HOOLEY on House Reso-
lution 267: Steven R. Rothman. 

Petition 4 by Ms. SLAUGHTER on House 
Resolution 460: Steven R. Rothman. 

Petition 5 by Mr. WAXMAN on House Res-
olution 537: Steven R. Rothman. 

Petition 12 by Mr. MARKEY on the bill 
4263: Steven R. Rothman. 
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Senate 
(Legislative day of Thursday, July 27, 2006) 

The Senate met at 10 a.m., on the ex-
piration of the recess, and was called to 
order by the Honorable JOHNNY 
ISAKSON, a Senator from the State of 
Georgia. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Father, thank You for today. May we 

receive the gift of this day thought-
fully, graciously, and gratefully. 
Thank You for the love of family, for 
the joy of good health, for the thirst 
for goodness and truth. 

Sustain our Senators in their work. 
May they be stewards of love, grace, 
compassion, and patience. Let them 
never lack the courage or the will to do 
Your work. Show them the things that 
must be changed that they may not 
hinder Your plan. Illumine their path 
so that they will know how to live for 
Your glory. 

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable JOHNNY ISAKSON led 
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. STEVENS.) 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
U.S. SENATE, 

PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, July 28, 2006. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable JOHNNY ISAKSON, a 
Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

TED STEVENS, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. ISAKSON thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will be a period for the transaction of 
morning business with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority whip is recognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
today, as you just announced, we have 
a period of morning business. Senators 
may wish to come to the floor to con-
tinue debate on the Gulf of Mexico En-
ergy Security bill. I remind everyone 
we will have a vote on Monday on the 
motion to invoke cloture on the energy 
bill. That is Monday afternoon. Sen-
ators should anticipate the vote will 
occur around 5:30. Again, that is Mon-
day afternoon. Therefore, all Senators 
should adjust their schedules to be here 
for this extremely important vote. This 
is one of the more significant measures 
we will be dealing with here in the Sen-
ate this year. This critically important 
vote will be at 5:30 Monday afternoon. 

I will have more to say on Monday’s 
schedule later when we wrap up the 
session. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be dispensed with. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

VIOLENCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I 
rise today with a heavy heart con-
cerning the violence taking place in 
Israel and Lebanon. On July 12, 
Hezbollah committed a reckless act of 
aggression against Israel by killing 
eight soldiers and kidnapping two oth-
ers. 

Following this outrageous act, I 
joined with all of my colleagues in the 
Senate to support a resolution re-
affirming Israel’s rights to defend 
itself. I stand by that commitment, be-
cause Hezbollah and its large cache of 
arms is a threat to Israel and to Amer-
ica. 

But I also watched the last 2 weeks, 
and those last 2 weeks have brought 
bloodshed on both sides of the Israel- 
Lebanon border—innocent people 
dying, families being torn apart, com-
munities being destroyed. It has gone 
on too long, and it must stop. 

I am proud to represent the great 
State of Michigan. When you come 
from Michigan, violence in the Middle 
East isn’t just a news story. It isn’t 
just ‘‘over there.’’ It is here, and it af-
fects thousands of people—friends of 
mine, people whom I know and respect. 
In the case of Lebanon and Israel, this 
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violence affects mothers, fathers, sis-
ters, brothers, children, and whole 
communities on both sides. 

Some people call Bint Jubail a 
Hezbollah stronghold—and I under-
stand that. But 15,000 of my constitu-
ents call it their hometown. In fact, 
Dearborn, MI is home to the Bint 
Jubail Cultural Center that provides 
sort of a home away from home for 
many families. 

Tragically, many Michigan families, 
their relatives, and their loved ones are 
trapped in Bint Jubail at this moment. 
They are caught in heavy fighting be-
tween Hezbollah and Israel, and people 
are dying on both sides. Today I pray 
for them and grieve with their families. 

The lucky ones were able to get out— 
such as Rania Horani from Dearborn 
who was vacationing with her family in 
Bint Jubail when the fighting broke 
out. Fortunately, Rania was evacuated, 
but she spoke to the Associated Press 
about this terrifying experience. She 
said: 

You’re waiting, you’re scared, you don’t 
know if you are going to die. But you have to 
get out because you’re going to die either 
from starvation, fear, stress, or a bomb. 
Thank God we’re [in Cyprus]. 

We share that sentiment. 
But the tragedy continues for hun-

dreds of others stuck in Bint Jubail 
right now. The State Department must 
not stop the evacuations until every 
American and their family is safely out 
of Lebanon. 

Last evening I spoke with one of the 
assistant Secretaries of State about 
American citizens and their family 
members who are still there. And I ap-
preciate the attention of the assistant 
Secretary and of the Embassy, but we 
can not stop the ships. 

We can not stop the rescue missions 
until all Americans and their families 
can come home. Too many people are 
still stuck there. 

On the Israeli side, there is also too 
much destruction and loss of life. I un-
derstand how they must feel. Thou-
sands of Americans fear for their fami-
lies. Thousands of people in Michigan, 
friends of mine, hundreds of Michigan 
teenagers were evacuated in the middle 
of a summer trip to Israel because they 
were close to Hezbollah rocket attacks. 
I know their families and the fear of 
their moms and dads about whether 
their children would come home safely 
from a summer trip. 

Brandon Lebowitz, a student at West 
Bloomfield High School, was a few 
miles away from the bombings in 
Tiberius. He talked about his 
harrowing experience: 

We saw the missiles hitting the city and 
the smoke and we heard them from across 
the sea. We were pretty close to the missiles 
exploding. 

I know how I would feel if that were 
my son. 

Innocent Americans from both sides 
of the Israeli-Lebanese border have fled 
to Michigan, have come back home to 
escape the violence, watch the news 
every day, waiting to see what will 
happen to their families. 

Unfortunately, many civilians did 
not escape the violence. Over 400 
Israelis and Lebanese have died in the 
fighting. This has got to stop. The U.S. 
Government must push hard to stop 
the hostilities and the violence against 
innocent citizens. Innocent citizens are 
being killed in Lebanon and in Israel. I 
believe it is our responsibility to stand 
up and do everything possible to bring 
that violence to an end. That is why I 
am pleased to be a cosponsor of a reso-
lution with Senator DODD, my col-
league, Senator LEVIN, and Senator 
SUNUNU that expresses support to at-
tain a cessation in hostilities between 
Hezbollah and Israel. We know this is 
not easy, but we know innocent peo-
ple—families, Americans—are counting 
on us to show leadership. 

Regrettably, over the last 5 years our 
Government has not played the leader-
ship role so critical in the Middle East, 
the leadership role played by every 
other administration, whether Demo-
crat or Republican. It is time to assert 
our leadership and put a stop to the vi-
olence as soon as possible. The inno-
cent people of Lebanon and Israel have 
had enough of the violence and blood-
shed. It is time for them to be able to 
live their lives in peace. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, what is 
the parliamentary situation in the 
Senate? 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senate is in morning busi-
ness with 10 minutes for Senators to 
speak therein. 

f 

THE AUGUST RECESS 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I thank 
the distinguished Presiding Officer. I 
commend him for his duty in the chair 
on a Friday morning where the smell of 
jet fumes have proven an allure to 
many of our colleagues in both parties 
who have headed off. I might say to my 
friend, the distinguished Presiding Of-
ficer, I do realize he cannot respond 
from the chair, but all of us look for-
ward to that time. I am willing to 
spend the month of August in my own 
State of Vermont. 

I said to somebody that we make sac-
rifices in these jobs, and they sug-
gested the idea of being in Vermont for 
a month, which is one of the prettiest 
times of the year up there, was prob-
ably not the world’s greatest sacrifice. 
I invite the Presiding Officer and any-
body else to come up and visit. You 
don’t have to wear a tie, and you can 
go to county fairs. Most of the people 
at the county fairs are Republicans, 

but most of them vote for me, so I am 
delighted to go there. They would vote 
for the distinguished Presiding Officer, 
too. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL SIGNING 
STATEMENTS 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today, I 
sent a letter to President Bush. In it I 
urged him to cease and desist from 
what has become an abuse of Presi-
dential signing statements. I first 
began drawing attention to these mat-
ters 4 years ago, in 2002. I hoped they 
would end at that time; instead, the 
abuses have mounted. Outstanding re-
porters, such as Charles Savage of the 
Boston Globe, have taken note of this 
important matter. They have reported 
on particular examples of egregious 
signing statements by which the Presi-
dent attempts to rewrite our laws. Edi-
torial boards across the country have 
become increasingly critical, and I 
would say increasingly alarmed. 

This week, a distinguished bipartisan 
task force of the American Bar Asso-
ciation, made up of Republicans and 
Democrats, all across the political 
spectrum, released a unanimous report 
that was highly critical of the Presi-
dent’s practice as ‘‘contrary to the rule 
of law and our constitutional system of 
separation of powers.’’ 

With my letter today, I am trying to 
point the President to a better way. I 
urge him to raise any constitutional 
concerns he has with legislation with 
those of us in Congress while the legis-
lation is pending and early in the proc-
ess. If we agree with his analysis, we 
will work together to fix it. But, ulti-
mately, under the Constitution, Con-
gress writes the laws, not the Presi-
dent. Article I of the Constitution 
gives Congress the powers to write the 
laws. Article II of the Constitution re-
quires the President to faithfully exe-
cute those laws. His oath of office very 
specifically says he will faithfully exe-
cute the laws, not make them. 

I speak on this topic again today be-
cause of its immediate importance to 
the reauthorization and revitalization 
of the Voting Rights Act that we 
unanimously passed last week. The 
President signed it into law yesterday. 
It was 98 to 0 in the Senate. It was 
passed by an overwhelming bipartisan 
margin in the other body. I felt privi-
leged to be there when the President 
signed that law. I talked with him 
prior to the signing and again after he 
signed. I complimented him for the 
words he used in the ceremony when he 
signed the law. He sounded like a man 
fully on board and supportive of the 
findings, purposes and provisions of the 
law. I said after the signing, while I 
was there at the White House, that 
what really struck me the most was 
the President’s saying his administra-
tion would ‘‘vigorously enforce the pro-
visions of this law and we will defend it 
in court.’’ I praised President Bush for 
this statement. I did so again yester-
day when the Judiciary Committee 
met. 
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I am told that next week the Presi-

dent will issue a Presidential signing 
statement on the Voting Rights Act re-
authorization. I am urging that this 
not be one of those infamous signing 
statements where he says something 
else, seeks to undercut the law, rein-
terpret it or in any way reduce his re-
sponsibility for fully and vigorously 
enforcing the law and defending and 
upholding its provisions in legal chal-
lenges—the Voting Rights Act espe-
cially. This act is something we don’t 
just do for our generation, we do it for 
our children and our grandchildren in 
all parts of this country. 

What greater right do we have as 
Americans than the right to vote? We 
fought a revolution to have that right. 
We praise other nations when they toss 
off the shackles of dictatorship and can 
now vote. Yet in this country, for 
many decades, generations, large 
groups of people, because of the color 
of their skin, were not allowed to vote. 
Artificial obstructions were placed in 
the way so they could not vote. We 
came together, Republicans and Demo-
crats, to say these people would be al-
lowed to vote. The color of their skin 
will not make a difference. Their eth-
nic background will not make a dif-
ference. They will be able to vote. That 
is what was signed yesterday on the 
lawn of the White House. 

The Constitution places the law-
making power, ‘‘All Legislative Pow-
ers,’’ in the Congress. That is an Arti-
cle I power. I believe our Founders 
made article I to, first and foremost, 
put the Congress first; the President 
came next. 

We are at a pivotal moment in our 
Nation’s history, where Americans are 
faced with a President who makes 
sweeping claims for almost unchecked 
Executive power. 

This administration is now routinely 
using signing statements to proclaim 
which parts of the law the President 
will follow, which parts he will ignore, 
and which he will reinterpret. This is 
what I have called ‘‘cherry picking.’’ It 
is wrong. 

This President also used signing 
statements to challenge laws banning 
torture, laws on affirmative action, 
and laws that prohibit the censorship 
of scientific data. In fact, time and 
time again, this President has stood 
before the American people and signed 
laws enacted by their representatives 
in Congress, while all along crossing 
his fingers behind his back. I don’t 
want the Voting Rights Act to fall into 
this area. 

Under our constitutional system of 
Government, when Congress passes a 
bill and the President signs it into law, 
that should be the end of the story. At 
that moment, the President’s constitu-
tional duty is to ‘‘take care that the 
Laws be faithfully executed.’’ In fact, 
that is his duty, which he acknowl-
edged yesterday with respect to the 
Voting Rights Act. I commend him for 
that because his article II power, Exec-
utive power, is to execute the laws. He 
doesn’t have a legislative power. 

I remind the President and this ad-
ministration of this—and I have been 
here with six Presidents, Democrats, 
and Republicans, and I have never seen 
anything like this in my 32 years in the 
Senate. I have never seen such a case 
where an administration has a sense 
that it is a unitary executive. It is not 
a unitary executive. The legislative 
power is vested in the Congress. The ju-
dicial power is vested in the judiciary. 
The power to execute the laws is in the 
administration. But the Constitution 
and the President’s oath of office say I 
‘‘shall faithfully execute.’’ 

When the President uses signing 
statements to unilaterally rewrite the 
laws enacted by the people’s Represent-
atives in Congress, he undermines the 
rule of law and our constitutional 
checks and balances designed to pro-
tect the rights of the American people. 

These signing statements are a dia-
bolical device, but this President will 
continue to use and abuse them if the 
Republican-controlled Congress lets 
him. So far, the Congress has done ex-
actly that. 

I say this with all due respect to my 
friends on the other side of the aisle. 
The Republican-controlled Congress 
has become a rubberstamp. It does not 
show the checks and balances that it 
should. Actually, the President has not 
been helped because he is falling into 
the trap of assuming that whatever he 
does is going to be rubberstamped by 
the Republican-controlled Congress. I 
think America can do better. I think 
America should have a choice. I think 
America should have a voice. I don’t 
think America should have a 
rubberstamp for a Congress because 
whether it is torture, warrantless 
eavesdropping on American citizens, or 
the unlawful treatment of military 
prisoners, the Republican-led Congress 
has been willing to turn a blind eye and 
rubberstamp the questionable actions 
of this administration, regardless of 
the consequences to our Constitution 
and civil liberties. 

Mr. President, I mentioned that this 
issue of signing statements is some-
thing that has concerned me since 2002. 
That was also the year that the Bush- 
Cheney administration was writing se-
cret legal memoranda seeking to jus-
tify another form of lawlessness by 
postulating an unfounded and uncon-
stitutional Commander in Chief over-
ride to our laws, and they did this to 
justify the use of torture. 

When that memorandum was exposed 
to the light of day, not by the 
rubberstamp Congress, but by the 
press, the administration had to with-
draw it. But we read in a front-page 
story in the Washington Post today of 
another ominous development. Appar-
ently, the Bush-Cheney administration 
lawyers are meeting with Republicans 
and the Republican-controlled Con-
gress to write immunities and amnes-
ties into the law and to renege on this 
country’s commitment to human 
rights and the Geneva Convention. 

Mr. President, I say, for shame. To 
think that you can use a rubberstamp 

Congress to renege on this country’s 
proud commitment to human rights is 
another aspect of the lawlessness of 
this administration. But it will succeed 
if the Republican-led Congress con-
tinues to act as a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of the White House, instead of 
fulfilling its responsibility as a sepa-
rate and independent branch of Govern-
ment intended by the Founders and es-
tablished by the Constitution to serve 
as a check on the Executive. I helped 
write the war crimes law that the 
Bush-Cheney administration is trying 
to undermine. In 1996 and 1997, we acted 
with the support of the Department of 
Defense to include expressly in our 
laws culpability for violating human 
rights in the Geneva Conventions. The 
United States did that so we could 
serve as a world leader and as a moral 
leader. 

We have set standards for conduct 
that we demand others around the 
world follow. We cannot credibly ask 
others to meet standards we are un-
willing to meet ourselves. Why dimin-
ish the moral leadership of the United 
States by trying to quietly carve out 
an exception for us, telling the rest of 
the world to do this but then saying we 
won’t? We have insisted on human 
rights and the rights of Americans, ci-
vilian and military, throughout the 
world. Let’s not tell the rest of the 
world: It is do as we say, not as we do. 
More recently, we have seen Abu 
Ghraib reported detainee abuses, inves-
tigations into the deaths of detainees 
and civilians in war zones, and indict-
ments of American service personnel 
and contractors. These have all com-
bined to stain America’s reputation 
and role. We must not retreat from the 
fight for human rights. We must not 
‘‘cut and run’’ from our responsibilities 
as the world leader and the world’s 
only superpower. 

The American military men and 
women are the finest in the world. 
They have been trained to respect 
human rights, and they do so. They 
need not fear laws against brutality 
and inhumanity. We, the United 
States, helped develop and then en-
dorse the Geneva Conventions to set 
standards to protect our own troops. 
To walk away from these protections 
would be to ‘‘cut and run’’ and walk 
away from our men and women in uni-
form. Pulling a thread from this cloak 
of protection risks beginning a process 
of unraveling the entire fabric to the 
detriment of our troops and to the 
great shame of the United States. 

It is disheartening to read that the 
highest law enforcement officer in the 
country is leading an effort to under-
cut the rule of law. Rather than en-
force the law as he is sworn to do, he is 
reportedly seeking to undermine it. In-
stead of ignoring the laws we have long 
honored, our leaders should be obeying 
them, not obfuscating or creating loop-
holes in them. They should be saying 
nobody, not even the President of the 
United States, is above the law. The 
Attorney General of the United States 
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is not an in-house counsel to the Presi-
dent or consigliere to the Vice Presi-
dent and Secretary of Defense. His con-
stitutional responsibility is to enforce 
the law. They seem to have forgotten 
this, and I am speaking today to re-
mind them of their sworn duty. 

Mr. President, before yielding the 
floor, I ask that a series of items be 
printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC, July 28, 2006. 
President GEORGE W. BUSH, 
The White House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR PRESIDENT BUSH: This week a distin-
guished Task Force on Presidential Signing 
Statements and the Separation of Powers 
Doctrine of the American Bar Association 
reported. The Task Force unanimously op-
posed a President’s issuance of signing state-
ments to claim the authority to state the in-
tention to disregard or decline to enforce all 
or part of a law he has signed, or to interpret 
such a law in a manner inconsistent with the 
clear intent of Congress as ‘‘contrary to the 
rule of law and our constitutional system of 
separation of powers.’’ The Senate Judiciary 
Committee held a hearing on the matter last 
month. I have spoken to the issue on a num-
ber of occasions, including this week on the 
floor of the Senate. 

You have produced more signing state-
ments containing challenges to bills you 
have signed into law than all prior Presi-
dents in our history combined. I understand 
that you have produced more than 800 chal-
lenges to the bills you have signed into law, 
including many challenges related to your 
theory of the ‘‘unitary executive.’’ 

I write to urge you to cease and desist 
from this practice. I urge you to recognize 
that our Constitution vests ‘‘All legislative 
Powers’’ in the Congress and that the Presi-
dent’s constitutional responsibility is to 
‘‘take Care that the Laws be faithfully exe-
cuted.’’ 

I offer the following constructive sugges-
tion. Rather than wait until a bill is passed, 
why not provide those of us elected to Con-
gress with any constitutional concerns you 
may have regarding pending legislation at 
the earliest opportunity. That would allow 
legislators to consider your concerns during 
the legislative process. 

Respectfully, 
PATRICK LEAHY, 

Ranking Democratic Member. 

[From the New York Times, May 5, 2006] 
VETO? WHO NEEDS A VETO? 

One of the abiding curiosities of the Bush 
administration is that after more than five 
years in office, the president has yet to issue 
a veto. No one since Thomas Jefferson has 
stayed in the White House this long without 
rejecting a single act of Congress. Some peo-
ple attribute this to the Republicans’ control 
of the House and the Senate, and others to 
Mr. Bush’s reluctance to expend political 
capital on anything but tax cuts for the 
wealthy and the war in Iraq. Now, thanks to 
a recent article in The Boston Globe, we 
have a better answer. 

President Bush doesn’t bother with vetoes; 
he simply declares his intention not to en-
force anything he dislikes. Charlie Savage at 
The Globe reported recently that Mr. Bush 
had issued more than 750 ‘‘presidential sign-
ing statements’’ declaring he wouldn’t do 
what the laws required. Perhaps the most in-

famous was the one in which he stated that 
he did not really feel bound by the Congres-
sional ban on the torture of prisoners. 

In this area, as in so many others, Mr. 
Bush has decided not to take the open, forth-
right constitutional path. He signed some of 
the laws in question with great fanfare, then 
quietly registered his intention to ignore 
them. He placed his imperial vision of the 
presidency over the will of America’s elected 
lawmakers. And as usual, the Republican 
majority in Congress simply looked the 
other way. Many of the signing statements 
reject efforts to curb Mr. Bush’s out-of-con-
trol sense of his powers in combating ter-
rorism. In March, after frequent pious dec-
larations of his commitment to protecting 
civil liberties, Mr. Bush issued a signing 
statement that said he would not obey a new 
law requiring the Justice Department to re-
port on how the F.B.I. is using the Patriot 
Act to search homes and secretly seize pa-
pers if he decided that such reporting could 
impair national security or executive branch 
operations. 

In another case, the president said he 
would not instruct the military to follow a 
law barring it from storing illegally obtained 
intelligence about Americans. Now we know, 
of course, that Mr. Bush had already author-
ized the National Security Agency, which is 
run by the Pentagon, to violate the law by 
eavesdropping on Americans’ conversations 
and reading Americans’ e-mail without get-
ting warrants. 

We know from this sort of bitter experi-
ence that the president is not simply ex-
pressing philosophical reservations about 
how a particular law may affect the war on 
terror. The signing statements are not even 
all about national security. Mr. Bush is not 
willing to enforce a law protecting employ-
ees of nuclear-related agencies if they report 
misdeeds to Congress. In another case, he 
said he would not turn over scientific infor-
mation ‘‘uncensored and without delay’’ 
when Congress needed it. (Remember the al-
tered environmental reports?) Mr. Bush also 
demurred from following a law forbidding 
the Defense Department to censor the legal 
advice of military lawyers. (Remember the 
ones who objected to the torture-is-legal pol-
icy?) Instead, his signing statement said 
military lawyers are bound to agree with po-
litical appointees at the Justice Department 
and the Pentagon. 

The founding fathers never conceived of 
anything like a signing statement. The idea 
was cooked up by Edwin Meese III, when he 
was the attorney general for Ronald Reagan, 
to expand presidential powers. He was helped 
by a young lawyer who was a true believer in 
the unitary presidency, a euphemism for an 
autocratic executive branch that ignores 
Congress and the courts. Unhappily, that 
lawyer, Samuel Alito Jr., is now on the Su-
preme Court. 

Since the Reagan era, other presidents 
have issued signing statements to explain 
how they interpreted a law for the purpose of 
enforcing it, or to register narrow constitu-
tional concerns. But none have done it as 
profligately as Mr. Bush. (His father issued 
about 232 in four years, and Bill Clinton 140 
in eight years.) And none have used it so 
clearly to make the president the interpreter 
of a law’s intent, instead of Congress, and 
the arbiter of constitutionality, instead of 
the courts. 

Like many of Mr. Bush’s other imperial ex-
cesses, this one serves no legitimate purpose. 
Congress is run by a solid and iron-fisted Re-
publican majority. And there is actually a 
system for the president to object to a law: 
he vetoes it, and Congress then has a chance 
to override the veto with a two-thirds major-
ity. That process was good enough for 42 
other presidents. But it has the disadvantage 

of leaving the chief executive bound by his 
oath of office to abide by the result. This 
president seems determined not to play by 
any rules other than the ones of his own 
making. And that includes the Constitution. 

[From the Tennessean.com, July 3, 2006] 
PRESIDENT CAN’T IGNORE LAWS HE DOESN’T 

LIKE 
When children lie or make promises they 

have no intention of keeping, they cross 
their fingers behind their back in a gesture 
that means ‘‘not really.’’ 

The signing statement is President Bush’s 
equivalent of crossed fingers. He signs bills 
passed by Congress, then attaches his own 
language saying how and whether he intends 
to enforce them. 

Last week, members of Congress from both 
sides of the aisle took after the president for 
his use of signing statements. The Bush ad-
ministration defends the practice, saying 
presidents as far back as James Monroe have 
used signing statements. That is technically 
correct but woefully misleading. 

Signing statements began as a way for 
presidents to signal their interpretation of 
legislation. But President Bush has issued 
signing statements affecting 750 statutes— 
more than all other presidents combined. 
And his statements can only be read as sig-
naling his intention to ignore provisions in 
the laws. He attached signing statements to 
a bill banning torture, a measure requiring 
the administration to supply data on the use 
of the Patriot Act and a bill governing af-
firmative action. 

Lawmakers were particularly irked that 
Mr. Bush, who hasn’t vetoed a single bill in 
six years, seems to be using signing state-
ments instead of vetoes. If he vetoed legisla-
tion he opposed, the bill would return to 
Congress for further debate and an at-
tempted override vote. Congress would get a 
chance to fight the president’s position. With 
a signing statement, there is no debate, no 
second vote and no fight. 

There is just government by fiat. 
The irony in the signing statement issue is 

that the Bush administration has gotten vir-
tually everything it has sought from Con-
gress. With few exceptions—the torture ban 
being one—President Bush could have per-
suaded Republican lawmakers to include or 
omit certain provisions, crafting legislation 
to his liking on the front end. 

But such a public and candid approach 
would have required some degree of congres-
sional debate and public discussion. That 
may not be this president’s style, but it is 
the democratic way. Congress should not let 
him get away with this power grab. 

[From the Boston Globe July 25, 2006] 
ENDING BACK-DOOR VETOES 

Over the last five years, congressional 
leaders have barely squawked as President 
Bush signed bills and then quietly but explic-
itly declared his intention to discount key 
provisions of them. He has attached such 
statements to more than 800 laws, at last 
count. Left unchallenged, the president’s so- 
called ‘‘signing statements’’ would represent 
a unilateral change to the structure of the 
U.S. government, a change that no one out-
side the White House played any role in en-
acting. 

Yesterday, a bipartisan task force of the 
American Bar Association concluded that 
these statements violate the constitutional 
separation of powers. And the panel called 
for federal legislation that would allow for 
judicial review of any statement in which 
the president claims the authority to dis-
regard all or part of a law. 

The bar association’s House of Delegates 
has yet to vote on the recommendations, but 
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endorsing them should be virtually auto-
matic for a group of lawyers. Whether the 
White House or congressional leaders will 
act on the proposal is another story. For dec-
ades, presidents asked the bar association, 
which represents the nation’s lawyers, to 
evaluate the credentials of judicial nomi-
nees, but the current President Bush put an 
end to that practice. His administration 
treats the bar association as just another in-
terest group, to be humored or ignored as he 
pleases. 

But the task force has a point. Bush has 
employed signing statements more often and 
more aggressively than any of his prede-
cessors, as the Globe’s Charlie Savage docu-
mented in a series of articles this spring. The 
laws in question touch on fundamental val-
ues, such as whether U.S. military interroga-
tors should be allowed to torture detainees. 

The administration’s defenders say the 
president is merely objecting to unconstitu-
tional provisions specifically, ones that in-
fringe on the rightful powers of the executive 
within otherwise desirable legislation. But 
even if the Bush administration were correct 
on that point, back-door vetoes only relieve 
Congress of its obligation to make laws that 
are constitutional. The task force notes that 
deciding constitutionality is up to the fed-
eral courts. ‘‘The Constitution is not what 
the President says it is,’’ the panel’s report 
declares. 

Congress was right to prohibit the use of 
torture by American interrogators. If the 
president opposed that ban, he had the right 
to veto it. That, of course, would have 
looked bad, both at home and around the 
world. But while a veto-by-signing-state-
ment might have been more convenient po-
litically, no part of the Constitution gives 
the president the right to have it both ways 
to enforce parts of laws that magnify the 
power of the executive branch and then ig-
nore the rest. 

[From the Boston Globe, May 30, 2006] 
EQUAL POWER FAILURE 

No congressional dander was raised when 
the Bush Pentagon incarcerated hundreds of 
uncharged men at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
Spaniel-like, the lawmakers hustled up legis-
lation that attempted to legitimize some of 
the illegal jailings long after the fact. 

Did electronic surveillance of American 
citizens, in direct violation of the law Con-
gress passed in 1978 setting clear guidelines 
for such activity, provoke outrage on Capitol 
Hill? No problem, said the leaders. We will 
allow the attorney general to duck questions 
on it, and promote the general who imple-
mented it. 

How about the shameful torture and hu-
miliation of prisoners in Iraq? Congress bare-
ly worked up enough gumption to express its 
disapproval. And then, when President Bush 
attached a ‘‘signing statement’’ to the anti- 
torture legislation, saying he really wasn’t 
buying it, Congress yawned. 

And when the Globe’s Charlie Savage re-
ported that Bush had added such statements 
to more than 750 bills, claiming the right to 
disobey their mandates, Congress tucked in 
its tail and went to sleep. 

Or so it seemed. 
Now it is clear that the lawmakers simply 

viewed these actions as trifling infringe-
ments of their prerogatives. They were just 
waiting for the right issue to come along so 
that they could assert boldly and forcefully 
the co-equality of the legislative branch. 
They were looking for something they con-
sidered big. And they found it. 

One of their own, Representative William 
J. Jefferson, Democrat of Louisiana, was ac-
cused of taking a $100,000 bribe, $90,000 of 
which was found in his freezer. When the re-

sponse to FBI subpoenas was slow, agents 
got a warrant and raided his Capitol office. 
Republican and Democratic leaders howled 
in unison, but for what reason? 

First, it is pretty clear that Congress has 
no immunity from criminal searches. The 
Constitution does say members are ‘‘privi-
leged from arrest during their attendance at 
the session,’’ but not in cases of ‘‘treason, 
felony, and breach of the peace.’’ Floor de-
bate is protected; bribery is not. 

Second, the chorus of objections to the FBI 
raid was a bipartisan public relations blun-
der. The public has a low enough opinion of 
the skulduggery that goes on all over Wash-
ington without Congress officially declaring 
Capitol Hill a cop-free zone. 

Most frustrating is Congress’s choice of ir-
ritants. Many Americans will cheer if Con-
gress stands up on two feet and defends its 
constitutionally sacrosanct right to legis-
late. This right is under serious attack, but 
the attack is coming from the president of 
the United States, not from a few FBI gum-
shoes. 

[From the Washingtonpost.com, Friday July 
28, 2006] 

SIGNING OFF 
Across a wide range of areas, President 

Bush has asserted a grandiose vision of presi-
dential power, one to which Congress has 
largely acquiesced. From domestic surveil-
lance to holding detainees in the war on ter-
rorism, the administration has generally ig-
nored the legislature, brushed aside incon-
venient statutes and proceeded unilaterally. 
All of this, as we have argued many times, 
warrants grave concern and a strenuous re-
sponse. But it is worth separating that issue 
from the ongoing controversy over the presi-
dent’s aggressive use of what are called 
‘‘signing statements’’—those formal docu-
ments that accompany the signing of a bill 
into law. 

Ever since the Boston Globe reported this 
year that the president had used such state-
ments to question the constitutionality of 
more than 750 provisions of law, critics 
across the political spectrum have been up in 
arms. The Senate Judiciary Committee held 
hearings, and this week a task force of the 
American Bar Association issued a report ac-
cusing the president of usurping legislative 
powers. 

President Bush brought this skirmish on 
himself. He has used signing statements— 
which indicate that he will interpret new 
laws so as to avoid the constitutional prob-
lems he has flagged within them—far more 
frequently than other presidents. In some 
areas, he has used them to articulate deeply 
troubling views of presidential authority. 
Most infamously, in signing the amendment 
by Sen. JOHN MCCAIN (R-Ariz.) banning 
American personnel from using ‘‘cruel, inhu-
man or degrading’’ treatment on detainees, 
he stated that his administration would in-
terpret the new law ‘‘in a manner consistent 
with the constitutional authority of the 
President to supervise the unitary executive 
branch and as Commander in Chief and con-
sistent with the constitutional limitations 
on the judicial power’’—apparently reserving 
for himself the power to override the prohibi-
tion. 

Still, it is important not to let Mr. Bush’s 
ugly signing statements bring the presi-
dential practice into disrepute. Signing 
statements are actually a useful device for 
transparent and open government. 

Presidents have long used signing state-
ments to identify particular provisions of 
law as potentially unconstitutional. They 
have just as long declined to enforce provi-
sions of law they regarded as unconstitu-
tional. Particularly since the Carter and 

Reagan administrations, the use of signing 
statements has been on the upswing, and 
that’s generally a good thing. These state-
ments give the public and Congress fair 
warning about which laws the president in-
tends to ignore or limit through interpreta-
tion. They thereby permit criticism and 
more vibrant debate. And they have no legal 
consequences over and above the president’s 
powers to instruct the executive branch as to 
how to interpret a law—which he could do 
privately in any case. 

While Mr. Bush has been particularly ag-
gressive about issuing signing statements, a 
great many break no new ground but merely 
articulate constitutional views that the ex-
ecutive branch has held across many admin-
istrations. The problem is not that Mr. Bush 
reserves the right to state his views; it is the 
dangerous substance of the views he some-
times states. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I yield 
the floor, and I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, may I 
inquire, are we in a period of morning 
business? 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senate is in morning busi-
ness, with Senators allowed to speak 
for up to 10 minutes. 

f 

VIOLENCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, I rise 
this morning first to commend the Sec-
retary of State, Condoleezza Rice, for 
her efforts to negotiate a cease-fire be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah and to en-
gage other countries in helping to 
make and keep peace there. I salute 
her for her expressed willingness to re-
turn to that region as soon as it is 
practical to achieve her goals. 

I am appalled, as all civilized people 
are, by the terrorists’ destruction and 
the maiming and loss of human life in 
Israel, in Lebanon, and in Gaza. That is 
why I found it so disturbing that the 
Lebanese Prime Minister, Fuad 
Siniora, and his Speaker rejected Sec-
retary Rice’s proposals before she had 
even left their country and was on her 
way to Israel. 

The Lebanese Government and the 
Lebanese people cannot have it both 
ways. They cannot want an immediate 
cease-fire on the one hand, yet con-
tinue to support Hezbollah as it kid-
naps Israeli soldiers inside Israel to 
start this war and then rain destruc-
tion on Israel’s cities and civilians. As 
long as Hezbollah keeps those kid-
napped Israeli soldiers and continues to 
fire its rockets into Israel, there can be 
no cease-fire and there can be no peace 
for Lebanon. As long as the Lebanese 
people and their Government house 
terrorists who have sworn the total de-
struction and the elimination of the 
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democratic State of Israel, support the 
terrorist acts in that country and 
against Israeli citizens, and allow their 
own country to be used as a staging 
area for those terrorist acts, there can 
be no peace for Lebanon. 

Just as the Lebanese Government 
and people must stand up for their 
country and themselves and demand 
that those who want to continue the 
acts of violence and the repercussions 
for their fellow Lebanese citizens must 
cease and desist or leave their country, 
so must the Government and people of 
Iraq stand up for their own country and 
for their own future. 

Earlier this week, just as Iraqi Prime 
Minister al-Maliki was engaged in a 
public relations tour of Washington, 
DC, President Bush announced the re-
deployment of American troops back 
into Baghdad because of the failure of 
the Iraqi Government to run even its 
own capital city, much less its own 
country, and the failure of the Iraqi se-
curity forces to protect that city, in 
addition to other significant areas of 
Iraq. There are further reports that the 
U.S. military command had to replace 
the supposedly top Iraqi units because 
of their failure to stand up effectively 
against the insurgents. I submit the 
only cutting and running in Iraq is by 
the Iraqis and that President Bush’s 
plan of ‘‘stand up, stand down’’ is fail-
ing miserably. It has become: Iraqis 
stand down and U.S. stay. 

I voted just a couple of weeks ago 
against this body establishing arbi-
trary timelines and deadlines for the 
redeployment of U.S. forces from Iraq 
because I respect that our military 
commanders and our soldiers there 
have terribly dangerous and difficult 
missions to perform. I believe it is im-
perative that we give them what they 
say they need in order to carry out 
those missions. But the fact that they 
need more troops, or at least no fewer 
American troops, is further evidence of 
the miserable failure of this adminis-
tration’s policies and plans for Iraq. 
After all, the U.S. forces there are car-
rying out the mission that has been as-
signed them by their Commander in 
Chief, the President of the United 
States. It is a mission that is defined 
by his policy, and that policy is failing. 

It is past time that we admit that 
failure, that the administration, start-
ing with the President, admits that 
failure and tells us how he proposes to 
correct it. It is time we send an em-
phatic message to the Prime Minister 
and the Government of Iraq: Quit your 
dickering, your squabbling, your pos-
turing, and get down to the business of 
running your own country and running 
it successfully. Stop opining about oth-
ers’ actions elsewhere in the Middle 
East, condemning Israel and fanning 
the flames there, which is counter-
productive to Secretary Rice’s efforts 
to negotiate a cease-fire there. Take 
note of the fact that a country such as 
Israel, located in the same region of 
the world, with the same kind of bar-
ren terrain, without even the oil re-

sources Iraq enjoys, is able to run its 
own country, provide prosperity and, 
most of the time, peace for its own citi-
zens, defend its borders, and provide for 
the internal security within its coun-
try. That is a model which the Govern-
ment of Iraq as well as the Government 
of Lebanon should be following and 
trying to respect and build upon rather 
than denigrate. 

I don’t know what the future holds 
for Iraq. But I do know that it has be-
come one where their lack of effort—or 
at least the lack of success—seems to 
be condoned and enabled by this ad-
ministration’s policy. As long as the 
Iraqis know they have carte blanche, 
as long as they know our forces will be 
there to back up their efforts, to cor-
rect their mistakes, to stand up as 
they are standing down, I don’t see how 
that country—its government and its 
security forces—are going to make the 
progress necessary for them to become 
an independent and viable nation. 

I do know it is their responsibility. 
We have been there for almost 31⁄2 
years, since the overthrow of Saddam 
Hussein’s evil regime. We have given 
them more than enough time. We have 
shed more than enough American 
blood—lives lost forever, lives maimed 
and altered forever. 

All this administration is telling us 
is to stay the course, stay the course, 
stay the course. I submit that to stay 
the course only makes sense when 
there is an end to that course. It only 
makes sense when it is part of a suc-
cessful stand up/stand down strategy. 
But it is so clearly demonstrated now 
that that strategy not only is not 
working but it is going in the wrong di-
rection, that it is time for this admin-
istration to tell the American people 
what it intends to do and how it in-
tends to reverse that failed course, and 
what ‘‘stay the course’’ is going to 
mean absent that turnaround, and 
what we must do to achieve it. 

We need to enlist the rest of the 
world, as Secretary Rice, to her credit, 
is attempting to do in the situation in-
volving Israel and Hezbollah. We need 
to admit that we need the active as-
sistance of the United Nations, of other 
nations that have stood back because 
of the cavalier way in which the Bush 
administration went into this war, re-
jecting any common effort. It is under-
standable they don’t want to put their 
troops, their own citizens—sons and 
daughters—into those perilous condi-
tions that are the creation of this ad-
ministration and that persist as a re-
sult of its failure to correct them. But 
we must enlist their help. We must en-
list the help of everyone in the world 
necessary to bring about true peace in 
Iraq and the rest of the Middle East. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

DESIGNATING SEPTEMBER 20, 2006, 
AS ‘‘NATIONAL ATTENTION DEF-
ICIT DISORDER AWARENESS 
DAY’’ 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 544, submitted earlier 
today. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the resolu-
tion by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 544) to designate Sep-
tember 20, 2006, as ‘‘National Attention Def-
icit Disorder Awareness Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating thereto be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 544) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 544 

Whereas Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity 
Disorder (also known as ADHD or ADD), is a 
chronic neurobiological disorder that affects 
both children and adults, and can signifi-
cantly interfere with the ability of an indi-
vidual to regulate activity level, inhibit be-
havior, and attend to tasks in develop-
mentally appropriate ways; 

Whereas ADHD can cause devastating con-
sequences, including failure in school and 
the workplace, antisocial behavior, encoun-
ters with the criminal justice system, inter-
personal difficulties, and substance abuse; 

Whereas ADHD, the most extensively stud-
ied mental disorder in children, affects an es-
timated 3 to 7 percent (4,000,000) of young 
school-age children and an estimated 4 per-
cent (8,000,000) of adults across racial, ethnic, 
and socio-economic lines; 

Whereas scientific studies indicate that be-
tween 10 and 35 percent of children with 
ADHD have a first-degree relative with past 
or present ADHD, and that approximately 
one-half of parents who had ADHD have a 
child with the disorder, suggesting that 
ADHD runs in families and inheritance is an 
important risk factor; 

Whereas despite the serious consequences 
that can manifest in the family and life ex-
periences of an individual with ADHD, stud-
ies indicate that less than 85 percent of 
adults with the disorder are diagnosed and 
less than half of children and adults with the 
disorder receive treatment and, furthermore, 
poor and minority communities are particu-
larly underserved by ADHD resources; 

Whereas the Surgeon General, the Amer-
ican Medical Association, the American Psy-
chiatric Association, the American Academy 
of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, the 
American Psychological Association, the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, and 
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the National Institutes of Mental Health, 
among others, recognize the need for proper 
diagnosis, education, and treatment of 
ADHD; 

Whereas the lack of public knowledge and 
understanding of the disorder play a signifi-
cant role in the overwhelming numbers of 
undiagnosed and untreated cases of ADHD, 
and the dissemination of inaccurate, mis-
leading information contributes as an obsta-
cle for diagnosis and treatment; 

Whereas lack of knowledge combined with 
issues of stigma have a particularly detri-
mental effect on the diagnosis and treatment 
of the disorder; 

Whereas there is a need for education of 
health care professionals, employers, and 
educators about the disorder and a need for 
well-trained mental health professionals ca-
pable of conducting proper diagnosis and 
treatment activities; and 

Whereas studies by the National Institute 
of Mental Health and others consistently re-
veal that through proper comprehensive di-
agnosis and treatment, the symptoms of 
ADHD can be substantially decreased and 
quality of life can be improved: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 20, 2006 as ‘‘Na-

tional Attention Deficit Disorder Awareness 
Day’’; 

(2) recognizes Attention Deficit/Hyper-
activity Disorder (ADHD) as a major public 
health concern; 

(3) encourages all Americans to find out 
more about ADHD, support ADHD mental 
health services, and seek the appropriate 
treatment and support, if necessary; 

(4) expresses the sense of the Senate that 
the Federal Government has a responsibility 
to— 

(A) endeavor to raise awareness about 
ADHD; and 

(B) continue to consider ways to improve 
access and quality of mental health services 
dedicated to improving the quality of life of 
children and adults with ADHD; and 

(5) calls on Federal, State, and local ad-
ministrators and the people of the United 
States to observe the day with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

f 

DESIGNATING AUGUST 16, 2006, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL AIRBORNE DAY’’ 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from 
further consideration of and the Senate 
now proceed to consider S. Res. 405. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. The clerk will report the resolu-
tion by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 405) designating Au-
gust 16, 2006, as ‘‘National Airborne Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the 
amendment at the desk be agreed to; 
the resolution, as amended, be agreed 
to; the preamble be agreed to; and the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The amendment (No. 4739) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

On page 5, strike lines 1–5 and insert: 
‘‘(2) calls on the people of the United 

States to observe ‘‘National Airborne Day’’ 
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and 
activities.’’ 

The resolution (S. Res. 405), as 
amended, was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, as amended, with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. RES. 405 

Whereas the airborne forces of the United 
States Armed Forces have a long and honor-
able history as units of adventuresome, 
hardy, and fierce warriors who, for the na-
tional security of the United States and the 
defense of freedom and peace, project the ef-
fective ground combat power of the United 
States by Air Force air transport to the far 
reaches of the battle area and, indeed, to the 
far corners of the world; 

Whereas August 16, 2006, marks the anni-
versary of the first official validation of the 
innovative concept of inserting United 
States ground combat forces behind the bat-
tle line by means of a parachute; 

Whereas the United States experiment of 
airborne infantry attack began on June 25, 
1940, when the Army Parachute Test Platoon 
was first authorized by the United States De-
partment of War, and was launched when 48 
volunteers began training in July of 1940; 

Whereas the Parachute Test Platoon per-
formed the first official Army parachute 
jump on August 16, 1940; 

Whereas the success of the Parachute Test 
Platoon in the days immediately preceding 
the entry of the United States into World 
War II led to the formation of a formidable 
force of airborne units that, since then, have 
served with distinction and repeated success 
in armed hostilities; 

Whereas among those units are the former 
11th, 13th, and 17th Airborne Divisions, the 
venerable 82nd Airborne Division, the 
versatile 101st Airborne Division (Air As-
sault), and the airborne regiments and bat-
talions (some as components of those divi-
sions, some as separate units) that achieved 
distinction as the elite 75th Ranger Regi-
ment, the 173rd Airborne Brigade, the 187th 
Infantry (Airborne) Regiment, the 503rd, 
507th, 508th, 517th, 541st, and 542nd Parachute 
Infantry Regiments, the 88th Glider Infantry 
Regiment, the 509th, 551st, and 555th Para-
chute Infantry Battalions, and the 550th Air-
borne Infantry Battalion; 

Whereas the achievements of the airborne 
forces during World War II provided a basis 
of evolution into a diversified force of para-
chute and air assault units that, over the 
years, have fought in Korea, Vietnam, Gre-
nada, Panama, the Persian Gulf Region, and 
Somalia, and have engaged in peacekeeping 
operations in Lebanon, the Sinai Peninsula, 
the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Bosnia, and 
Kosovo; 

Whereas the modern-day airborne force 
that has evolved from those World War II be-
ginnings is an agile, powerful force that, in 
large part, is composed of the 82nd Airborne 
Division, the 101st Airborne Division (Air As-
sault), and the 75th Ranger Regiment which, 
together with other units, comprise the 
quick reaction force of the Army’s XVIII 
Airborne Corps when not operating sepa-
rately under a regional combatant com-
mander; 

Whereas that modern-day airborne force 
also includes other elite forces composed en-
tirely of airborne trained and qualified spe-
cial operations warriors, including Army 
Special Forces, Marine Corps Reconnais-
sance units, Navy SEALs, Air Force combat 
control teams, all or most of which comprise 
the forces of the United States Special Oper-
ations Command; 

Whereas in the aftermath of the terrorist 
attacks on the United States on September 
11, 2001, the 75th Ranger Regiment, special 
forces units, and units of the 82nd Airborne 
Division and the 101st Airborne Division (Air 
Assault), together with other units of the 
Armed Forces, have been prosecuting the 
war against terrorism by carrying out com-
bat operations in Afghanistan, training oper-
ations in the Philippines, and other oper-
ations elsewhere; 

Whereas in the aftermath of the Presi-
dent’s announcement of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom in March 2003, the 75th Ranger 
Regiment, special forces units, and units of 
the 82nd Airborne Division, the 101st Air-
borne Division (Air Assault) and the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade, together with other units 
of the Armed Forces, have been prosecuting 
the war against terrorism, carrying out com-
bat operations, conducting civil affair mis-
sions, and assisting in establishing democ-
racy in Iraq; 

Whereas the airborne forces are and will 
continue to be at the ready and the forefront 
until the Global War on Terrorism is con-
cluded; 

Whereas of the members and former mem-
bers of the United States combat airborne 
forces, all have achieved distinction by earn-
ing the right to wear the airborne’s ‘‘Silver 
Wings of Courage’’, thousands have achieved 
the distinction of making combat jumps, 69 
have earned the Medal of Honor, and hun-
dreds have earned the Distinguished-Service 
Cross, Silver Star, or other decorations and 
awards for displays of such traits as heroism, 
gallantry, intrepidity, and valor; 

Whereas the members and former members 
of the United States combat airborne forces 
are members of a proud and honorable frater-
nity of the profession of arms that is made 
exclusive by those distinctions which, to-
gether with their special skills and achieve-
ments, distinguish them as intrepid combat 
parachutists, special operation forces, and 
(in former days) glider troops; and 

Whereas the history and achievements of 
the members and former members of the air-
borne forces of the United States Armed 
Forces warrant special expressions of the 
gratitude of the American people as the air-
borne community celebrates August 16, 2006, 
as the 66th anniversary of the first official 
jump by the Army Parachute Test Platoon: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates August 16, 2006, as ‘‘National 

Airborne Day’’; and 
(2) requests that the President issue a 

proclamation calling on Federal, State, and 
local administrators and the people of the 
United States to observe ‘‘National Airborne 
Day’’ with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities. 

f 

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF 
THE CHAIR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate stand in recess subject to the call 
of the Chair. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 12:34 p.m., recessed subject to the 
call of the Chair and reassembled at 
4:26 p.m., when called to order by the 
Presiding Officer (Mr. SESSIONS). 

f 

ALTERNATIVE FUEL 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I rise 
today along with my colleague from 
Colorado, Senator SALAZAR, to inform 
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our colleagues of our efforts to expand 
the availability of alternative fuel in-
frastructure to assist American con-
sumers who are increasingly looking to 
buy automobiles that can run on alter-
native fuels such as biodiesel, E–85 eth-
anol, natural gas, and other such fuels. 

American automakers—Ford, GM, 
Daimler Chrysler—alternative energy 
groups, and environmental organiza-
tions have all expressed to Congress 
that the leading hurdle to allowing 
consumers greater access to vehicles 
that run on alternative fuels is the fact 
that there just aren’t enough refueling 
stations across the country. 

For instance, while there are over 6 
million flex-fuel vehicles nationwide 
that can run on either gasoline or E–85 
ethanol, less than 1 percent of all gas 
stations provide consumers with the 
option of fueling up with an alternative 
fuel that is American made, cleaner for 
the environment, and reduces our Na-
tion’s overreliance on foreign sources 
of oil. 

On Monday of this week, the House of 
Representatives, by a vote of 355 to 9, 
overwhelmingly passed a bill by Con-
gressman MIKE ROGERS from Michi-
gan—H.R. 5534—that authorizes grants 
up to $30,000 for gas stations, and other 
eligible entities under the Clean Cities 
Program at the Department of En-
ergy—including Government entities— 
that place in service alternative fuel 
infrastructure. 

Subject to annual appropriations, 
Congressman ROGERS’ bill authorizes 
the use of penalties that are collected 
annually from foreign automakers who 
violate the CAFE standard for fuel effi-
ciency. 

This House-passed bill is currently 
being held at the Senate desk and Sen-
ator SALAZAR and I, along with Sen-
ators TALENT and HAGEL, have a sub-
stitute amendment that has the sup-
port of the majority leader and has 
been cleared by the chairman of the 
Commerce Committee. Again, I reit-
erate that this is simply an authoriza-
tion and has no mandatory spending. 

Our goal is to pass this substitute 
proposal by unanimous consent and 
send it back to the House of Represent-
atives—which has indicated that they 
are prepared to pass the modified pro-
posal so it can be enacted into law. 

Mr. President, for the information of 
my colleagues, while the Senate is cur-
rently debating a bill to expand the 
availability of oil and natural gas that 
is located off the coast of the U.S., we 
shouldn’t miss the opportunity to pass 
a modified version of the alternative 
fuel grant legislation that the House 
overwhelmingly passed earlier this 
week. 

f 

RAILROAD RETIREMENT BENEFITS 

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to have introduced the Rail-
road Retirement Technical Improve-
ment Act that would ensure that the 
Department of the Treasury continues 
to distribute retirement benefits rather 

than a nongovernmental disbursing 
agent. This legislation is similar to a 
bill that was introduced in the House 
of Representatives by Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee chair-
man DON YOUNG of Alaska. I urge my 
colleagues to support this legislation, 
which will continue to allow our Na-
tion’s retired railroad employees to se-
curely receive the benefits for which 
they have worked so hard. 

The Railroad Retirement and Sur-
vivors’ Improvement Act of 2001 calls 
for a nongovernmental financial insti-
tution to replace the Treasury Depart-
ment as the disbursing agent of retire-
ment benefits. While I have consist-
ently supported greater efficiency in 
government by allowing the private 
sector a greater role in providing some 
services, I believe that further analysis 
of this issue has shown that the Treas-
ury Department is the most efficient 
and secure conduit to distribute these 
important benefits. 

While the Treasury Department has a 
long track record of disbursing checks 
on a massive scale, very few private 
disbursing agents would have the abil-
ity to handle this load at the same 
costs incurred by the Treasury. It has 
been estimated that the average cost of 
using a nongovernmental benefit dis-
bursing agent would total $2.9 million 
each year. In contrast, having the 
Treasury maintain its role as dis-
bursing agent would only cost $800,000 
annually, a $2.1 million annual savings. 

In addition to the fiscal concerns 
that have arisen regarding transferring 
disbursing responsibilities for benefits, 
identity theft is a looming threat be-
cause of the need to transfer personal 
information of private individuals from 
the Treasury Department to the pri-
vate sector. The specter of this threat 
is growing, and I do not believe our Na-
tion’s retirees should be concerned 
with who may have access to their per-
sonal information. 

A benefit in addition to cost savings 
and security is that unlike a private 
vendor, the Treasury Department has 
the ability to use debt collection tools 
such as withholding tax refunds that 
are not available to the private sector. 
The Treasury Department’s ability to 
make collections on overpaid benefits 
is easier, cheaper, and more efficient 
than having a private sector agent 
make the same collections. 

The advantages of securing benefits 
for our retired railroad workers and 
saving taxpayer dollars are obvious. 
The maintenance of these benefits 
under the realm of the Treasury De-
partment is a cost-efficient and secure 
means of distributing benefits, and I 
urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

IN HONOR OF THE RETIREMENT 
OF COLONEL BRUCE W. SUDDUTH 

∑ Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to honor the retire-

ment of Col. Bruce W. Sudduth from 
the U.S. Air Force. 

A father, a husband, a teacher, and a 
decorated Air Force colonel—on July 
28, 2006, Colonel Sudduth will retire 
from the Air Force after honorably 
serving for 25 years. During that time, 
he has earned the Defense Superior 
Service Medal, the Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal, the Meritorious Service 
Medal with three oak leaf clusters, the 
Air Force Commendation Medal with 
one oak leaf cluster, and the Combat 
Readiness Medal. 

Colonel Sudduth began his illustrious 
military career in 1981 when he entered 
the Air Force through Officer Training 
School. His first assignment was as an 
intercontinental ballistic missile 
launch officer at Whiteman Air Force 
Base in Missouri, where he earned wing 
responsibilities as a weapon system in-
structor, standardization evaluation, 
and flight commander. In 1985, he was 
selected for project TOP HAND at Van-
denberg Air Force Base in California. 
In 1988, he was selected for the last 
ASTRA class and was assigned to Air 
Force Studies and Analysis; later he 
was assigned to the Air Force Chief of 
Staff’s staff group. 

In 1990, Colonel Sudduth attended the 
last class of Armed Forces Staff Col-
lege at Norfolk, VA. He was then as-
signed to the Joint Strategic Target 
Planning Staff, JSTPS, Future Con-
cepts Branch at Offutt Air Force Base, 
NE. Upon the elimination of JSTPS 
and the creation of the United States 
Strategic Command, USSTRATCOM, 
he was assigned to the Strategy and 
Policy Division. In 1993, Colonel 
Sudduth was assigned as the 341st field 
missile maintenance supervisor at 
Malmstrom Air Force Base, MT. In 
1994, he assumed command of the 490th 
Missile Squadron at Malmstrom AFB. 
Under his direction, the 490th partici-
pated in combat operations after 3 
years of noncombat duty. He was se-
lected in 1996 to attend the Naval War 
College at Newport, RI. In 1997, he was 
assigned to the USSTRATCOM Strat-
egy and Policy Division as the chief of 
the Strategy Branch. Upon selection 
for colonel, he served as 
USSTRATCOM senior controller, 
standardization evaluation chief. That 
same year, in addition to his duties as 
colonel, he earned a master’s degree in 
national security studies from the 
Naval War College. 

In April 2001, Colonel Sudduth as-
sumed command of the 91st Operations 
Group, Minot Air Force Base, ND. In 
April 2003, he was assigned as the sen-
ior special assistant to the commander, 
USSTRATCOM. Colonel Sudduth be-
came the executive director of the 
Strategic Advisory Group in June 2004. 

Colonel Sudduth graduated from 
Southeastern Oklahoma State Univer-
sity in 1973, earning a bachelor of 
science in education. He received a 
master of education in administration 
and supervision at Central Missouri 
State University in 1983. Prior to join-
ing the Air Force, in another service to 
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our Nation, he taught high school math 
and science for 7 years in Oklahoma. 

I would like to congratulate Col. 
Bruce W. Sudduth; his wife, Rita; and 
his two sons, Todd and Paul, on this 
day of his retirement. Colonel 
Sudduth’s noble, dedicated service to 
the United States of America has 
greatly contributed to the safety and 
well-being of all Americans, and is to 
be respected and appreciated by all. I 
wish him and his family the best as 
they embark on their new adventures 
in life, and I thank him again for his 
service.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LEONARD H. 
ROBINSON, JR. 

∑ Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I take 
this opportunity today to honor the 
memory of a good friend, Leonard H. 
Robinson, Jr., president and CEO of the 
Africa Society of the National Summit 
on Africa, who died suddenly on Tues-
day here in Washington. 

Leonard’s remarkable achievements 
have been recognized across America 
and the world. Throughout his nearly 
40-year career, Leonard distinguished 
himself in many roles. He brought 
knowledge, commitment, and experi-
ence to his work at the State Depart-
ment, the African Development Foun-
dation, and the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development. For many 
years, he devoted his abundant energy 
to promoting understanding and oppor-
tunities in Africa. It all started, how-
ever, as a Peace Corps volunteer in 
India from 1964–1967. He surprised one 
of my staff members recently by con-
versing in fluent Hindi, one of many 
languages Leonard had taken the time 
to master. 

Leonard Robinson was also a visiting 
professor and lecturer at several uni-
versities including Boston University 
and the University of Virginia, where 
he was the university’s first diplomat- 
in-residence. Through his membership 
on a variety of commissions and coun-
cils, including the Council on Foreign 
Relations, he gave clear voice to im-
portant issues, and others responded in 
kind. He had the ability to bring to-
gether broad coalitions of partners, in-
cluding businesses, NGOs, academics, 
and civil society groups, who otherwise 
might not have recognized their mu-
tual interests. He influenced numerous 
individuals in America and around the 
world to see the potential of Africa. 

Leonard Robinson’s work on African 
affairs was always based on the convic-
tion that it was important to correct 
the frequently negative perceptions 
about Africa that inhibited genuine 
interaction with that continent. His 
tireless efforts to educate all Ameri-
cans on the rich history and diversity 
of Africa and its people culminated in 
the establishment of the Africa Soci-
ety, of which he was a founder, presi-
dent, and CEO. 

There will be a memorial service in 
honor of Leonard Robinson at 10:30 
a.m. on Tuesday August 15, 2006, at the 

Washington National Cathedral where 
his friends and colleagues will recog-
nize his accomplishments and celebrate 
his legacy. I will continue to support 
his most recent effort in dialog on Cap-
itol Hill, where Congressman DONALD 
PAYNE and I have cochaired the Con-
versation and Dinner with African Am-
bassadors Series. 

My sympathy is with Leonard’s fam-
ily and many friends, especially his 
two daughters Rani and Kemberley, his 
mother Winnie, and his brother Mi-
chael. This exemplary statesman was a 
great representative of his country and 
a standard bearer for the advancement 
of Africa, and he added something very 
noble to Washington discourse. We will 
miss his wisdom and grace.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:24 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 4157. An act to promote a better 
health information system. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, July 28, 2006, she had 
presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bill: 

S. 1496. An act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to conduct a pilot program 
under which up to 15 States may issue elec-
tronic Federal migratory bird hunting 
stamps. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive report of 
committee was submitted: 

By Mr. LUGAR, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations: 

[Treaty Doc. 107–21: Convention on Supple-
mentary Compensation on Nuclear Damage 
with a declaration and a condition (Ex. 
Rept. 109–15)] 

The text of the committee-recommended 
resolution of advice and consent to ratifica-
tion is as follows: 

Resolved (two-thirds of the Senators present 
concurring therein), 

Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent Sub-
ject to Declaration and Condition. 

The Senate advises and consents to the 
ratification of the Convention on Supple-
mentary Compensation for Nuclear Damage, 
done at Vienna on September 12, 1997 (Treaty 
Doc. 107–21), subject to the declaration in 
section 2, and the condition in section 3. 

Section 2. Declaration. 
The advice and consent of the Senate 

under section 1 is subject to the following 
declaration, which shall be included in the 
United States instrument of ratification: 

As provided for in paragraph 3 of Article 
XVI, the United States of America declares 
that it does not consider itself bound by ei-
ther of the dispute settlement procedures 
provided for in paragraph 2 of that Article, 
but reserves the right in a particular case to 
agree to follow the dispute settlement proce-

dures of the Convention or any other proce-
dures. 

Section 3. Condition. 
The advice and consent of the Senate 

under section 1 is subject to the following 
condition: 

Not later than 180 days after entry into 
force of the Convention for the United 
States, and annually thereafter for four addi-
tional years, the Secretary of State shall 
submit a report to the Committees on En-
ergy and Natural Resources and Foreign Re-
lations of the Senate, and the Committees on 
Energy and Commerce and International Re-
lations of the House of Representatives that 
includes the following: 

(a) RATIFICATION.—A list of countries that 
have become a Contracting Party to the Con-
vention and the dates of entry into force for 
each country. 

(b) DOMESTIC LEGISLATION.—A description 
of the domestic laws enacted by each Con-
tracting Party to the Convention that imple-
ment the obligations under Article III of the 
Convention. 

(c) U.S. DIPLOMACY.—A description of 
United States diplomatic efforts to encour-
age other nations to become Contracting 
Parties to the Convention, particularly those 
nations that have signed it. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mr. 
DOMENICI, Mr. JOHNSON, and Mr. DUR-
BIN): 

S. 3761. A bill to amend the Agriculture 
and Consumer Protection Act of 1973 to as-
sist the neediest of senior citizens by modi-
fying the eligibility criteria for supple-
mental foods provided under the commodity 
supplemental food program to take into ac-
count the extraordinarily high out-of-pocket 
medical expenses that senior citizens pay, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. MCCAIN (for himself and Mr. 
KYL): 

S. 3762. A bill to designate segments of 
Fossil Creek, a tributary to the Verde River 
in the State of Arizona, as wild and scenic 
rivers; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and 
Mr. DURBIN): 

S. Res. 544. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 20, 2006, as ‘‘National Attention Def-
icit Disorder Awareness Day’’; considered 
and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 666 

At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 666, a bill to protect the public 
health by providing the Food and Drug 
Administration with certain authority 
to regulate tobacco products. 

S. 1840 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
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DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1840, a bill to amend section 340B of the 
Public Health Service Act to increase 
the affordability of inpatient drugs for 
Medicaid and safety net hospitals. 

S. 2440 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2440, a bill to provide the Coast Guard 
and NOAA with additional authorities 
under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, to 
strengthen the Oil Pollution Act of 
1990, and for other purposes. 

S. 2475 
At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. DOMENICI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2475, a bill to establish the 
Commission to Study the Potential 
Creation of a National Museum of the 
American Latino Community, to de-
velop a plan of action for the establish-
ment and maintenance of a National 
Museum of the American Latino Com-
munity in Washington, DC, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2491 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2491, a bill to award a Congres-
sional gold medal to Byron Nelson in 
recognition of his significant contribu-
tions to the game of golf as a player, a 
teacher, and a commentator. 

S. 2590 
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the 

names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) and the Senator from 
Alabama (Mr. SESSIONS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2590, a bill to require 
full disclosure of all entities and orga-
nizations receiving Federal funds. 

S. 2663 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2663, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to establish grant pro-
grams to provide for education and 
outreach on newborn screening and co-
ordinated followup care once newborn 
screening has been conducted, to reau-
thorize programs under part A of title 
XI of such Act, and for other purposes. 

S. 3128 
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 

of the Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3128, a bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to pro-
vide for uniform food safety warning 
notification requirements, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3703 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3703, a bill to provide for 
a temporary process for individuals en-
tering the Medicare coverage gap to 
switch to a plan that provides coverage 
in the gap. 

S. 3705 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

names of the Senator from Michigan 

(Mr. LEVIN) and the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 3705, a bill to 
amend title XIX of the Social Security 
Act to improve requirements under the 
Medicaid program for items and serv-
ices furnished in or through an edu-
cational program or setting to chil-
dren, including children with develop-
mental, physical, or mental health 
needs, and for other purposes. 

S. 3737 
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3737, a bill to amend the Na-
tional Trails System Act to designate 
the Washington-Rochambeau Route 
National Historic Trail. 

S. RES. 531 
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 531, a resolution to urge the 
President to appoint a Presidential 
Special Envoy for Sudan. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTONS 

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself, 
Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. JOHNSON, and 
Mr. DURBIN): 

S. 3761. A bill to amend the Agri-
culture and Consumer Protection Act 
of 1973 to assist the neediest of senior 
citizens by modifying the eligibility 
criteria for supplemental foods pro-
vided under the commodity supple-
mental food program to take into ac-
count the extraordinarily high out-of- 
pocket medical expenses that senior 
citizens pay, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry. 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I 
rise today to introduce the Senior Nu-
trition Act, which will make needed 
improvements to the Commodity Sup-
plemental Food Program to prevent 
our seniors from having to make the 
difficult choice between food and medi-
cine as they try to balance their budg-
ets. 

I am pleased to have the support of 
my friend, Senator DOMENICI of New 
Mexico, who has been one of the Sen-
ate’s strongest supporters of CSFP. 
Also I am pleased to have the support 
of Senators JOHNSON and DURBIN. 

Nationally, 32 States and the District 
of Columbia participate in CSFP, 
which works to improve the health of 
both women with children and seniors 
by supplementing their diets with nu-
tritious USDA commodity foods. Ac-
cording to USDA, more than half a mil-
lion people each month participated in 
CSFP during fiscal year 2005, with the 
overwhelming majority being seniors. 

My State of Michigan has one of the 
largest and oldest CSFP network in the 
Nation. Last year, over 80,000 people in 
Michigan benefited from this impor-
tant program. 

The bill I am introducing today will 
make the following important changes 
to CSFP. 

First, categorical eligibility is grant-
ed for seniors for CSFP if the indi-
vidual participates or is eligible to par-
ticipate in the Food Stamp Program. 
No further verification of income 
would be necessary in such cases. The 
Food Stamp Program provides a med-
ical expense deduction, which seniors 
may use to account for their high pre-
scription drug costs. 

Second, this bill says that the same 
income standard that is currently used 
to determine eligibility for women, in-
fants, and children in CSFP—185 per-
cent of the poverty income guidelines— 
would be applied to seniors as well. The 
current income eligibility standard for 
seniors has been capped at just 130 per-
cent. Under the current Federal pov-
erty guidelines, a single senior cannot 
earn more than $12,740 per year to qual-
ify. By raising the standard to 185 per-
cent of poverty, the same senior can 
earn as much as $18,130 to qualify for 
food. This will make a major difference 
in the lives of so many seniors who are 
struggling with the high cost of pre-
scription drugs. 

This bill has been endorsed by the 
National CSFP Association as well as 
several national and Michigan senior 
advocacy and faith-based groups. I ask 
unanimous consent that a copy of 
these support letters be printed in the 
RECORD following my remarks. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

NATIONAL CSFP ASSOCIATION, 
Farmington, NM, August 17, 2005. 

Hon. DEBBIE STABENOW, 
U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR STABENOW: Thank you for 
your continuing support of the Commodity 
Supplemental Food Program (CSFP) which 
provides an important buffer for our vulner-
able children and seniors each month. Your 
support has made a difference and we appre-
ciate your tireless efforts. 

The National CSFP Association strongly 
supports your efforts to re-introduce and 
pass the Senior Nutrition Act and will work 
diligently to see that it happens this year. 
As you know nearly 90% of our recipients are 
now seniors living below 130% of Federal 
Poverty Level. For a household of one, this 
is a maximum of $1,037 per month. While 
some changes have been made in Medicare to 
help seniors buy prescriptions, the rising fuel 
costs are still of great concern to those on 
fixed incomes and many of those seniors 
qualifying for food stamps due to medical 
cost deductions will lose the deductions to 
income and subsequently the food stamps. 
By amending the eligibility criteria for sen-
iors served by CSFP through the Senior Nu-
trition Act, the neediest of seniors will con-
tinue to receive nutrition assistance, which 
is crucial if they are to remain in good 
health. 

Again, thank you for championing our na-
tion’s children and seniors. 

Sincerely, 
VICKI METHENY, 

ECHO, Inc., Food Programs Supervisor, 
President, National CSFP Association. 
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MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION 

OF UNITED WAYS, 
Lansing, MI, September 28, 2005. 

Re commodity foods for seniors legislation. 

Hon. DEBBIE STABENOW, 
U.S. Senator, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR STABENOW: The Michigan 
Association of United Ways enthusiastically 
supports your efforts to introduce legislation 
to make it easier for seniors to receive com-
modity foods. Your legislation will enable 
seniors to receive assistance from the Com-
modity Supplemental Food Program if sen-
iors receive Food Stamps or have income up 
to 185 percent of poverty. 

On August 30, 2005 the U.S. Census released 
its annual report on income, poverty, and 
health insurance coverage in the United 
States. The statistics are alarming. 1.1 mil-
lion more people fell into poverty, bringing 
the ranks of poor Americans to 37 million. 
This is 12.7 percent of the population in 2004, 
compared to 35.9 million (12.5 percent) in 
2003. 

The 63 United Ways in Michigan help to 
meet the basics needs of vulnerable people of 
all ages. United Ways must partner with gov-
ernment to protect the social safety net for 
seniors. United Ways are well aware that 
many low-income seniors run out of money 
before the end of the month and need help. 
Your legislation will help insure that low-in-
come seniors receive the support that they 
deserve. 

Thank you for your continuing concerns 
for all low-income families in Michigan. 

Sincerely, 
ROBERT E. PARKS, 

Director of Membership Services. 

ELDER LAW OF MICHIGAN, INC., 
Lansing, MI, September 28, 2005. 

Senator DEBBIE STABENOW, 
133 Hart Senate Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR STABENOW: On behalf of 
Elder Law of Michigan, Inc. I want to voice 
our strong support for the re-introduction of 
Senate bill 486 to increase the eligibility for 
free commodity food for seniors from 130% of 
the poverty level to 185% of the poverty 
level. In our public law practice, we see thou-
sands of Michigan seniors each year who are 
going without food to pay for their other liv-
ing and health care expenses. We anticipate 
that rising automobile/gas and home heating 
costs will dramatically erode older citizens’ 
ability to pay for their basic needs of food, 
shelter, and medicine. 

Increasingly we see seniors face the pres-
sure to financially support children and 
grandchildren in our state. The pressure on 
these families due to the economic condi-
tions in our state and limited job opportuni-
ties set the stage for financial exploitation 
and elder abuse. Providing additional access 
to commodity food can alleviate some of the 
pressure these low-income, multigenera-
tional families experience. 

Food is a basic human right. Thank you for 
your leadership on this issue. Please contact 
me if I can provide any additional support on 
this or other issues to improve the well being 
of seniors in Michigan and the United States. 

Sincerely, 
KATE BIRNBRYER WHITE, 

Executive Director. 

CENTER FOR CIVIL JUSTICE, 
Saginaw, MI, September 21, 2005. 

Re legislation to help seniors access com-
modities. 

Hon. DEBBIE STABENOW, 
U.S. Senator, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR STABENOW: The Center for 
Civil Justice was pleased to hear that you 

will be co-sponsoring a new version of S. 468 
(from the 108th Congress). The proposed leg-
islation will enable seniors to receive help 
from the Commodity Supplemental Food 
Program (CFSP) if the seniors receive Food 
Stamps or have income up to 185% of pov-
erty. 

I am writing to express our support for this 
initiative. The Center for Civil Justice as-
sists thousands of people each year who call 
our Food and Nutrition Program Helpline for 
information about federal food programs. We 
also work with community organizations 
throughout Michigan who provide emergency 
food and services to those in need. Through 
this work, we are well aware that there are 
many seniors who need help with food and 
who could benefit from the commodities pro-
gram. 

In Michigan, seniors comprise approxi-
mately 17% of the Food Stamp households. 
We know from talking to the seniors who 
call our Food and Nutrition Helpline that 
many of these households are struggling to 
pay for medical care and higher gas bills. 
These expenses reduce the money they have 
available to buy food. These seniors will ben-
efit from increased access to supplemental 
food commodities as a result of the legisla-
tion. 

Thank you for your continuing concern 
with assuring adequate food for Michigan’s 
most vulnerable households. 

Sincerely yours, 
TERRI L. STANGL, 

Executive Director. 

NETWORK, 
Washington, DC, September 20, 2005. 

Hon. DEBBIE STABENOW, 
U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR STABENOW: NETWORK, a 
National Catholic Social Justice Lobby, is 
pleased to learn that you are introducing a 
senior nutrition bill. We strongly support 
the bill we have seen in draft. We understand 
that the bill will increase to 185% of the pov-
erty threshold, the level at which a senior 
will be eligible for commodity supplemental 
food program. There are many seniors in this 
nation who struggle with decisions con-
cerning purchase of food and medication, or 
payment of household utilities. A program 
supporting a greater number to benefit from 
supplemental nutritious foods seems critical. 

The U.S. Census Bureau report: Income, 
Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in 
the United States: 2004, states that nearly 3.5 
million seniors lived at or below the poverty 
threshold of $8,825 (individual) or $11,122 
(couple) in 2004. The current level of 130% of 
the poverty threshold ($11,472 or $14,458) se-
verely limits what a person/couple is able to 
purchase. The proposed level of 185% ($16,326 
or $20,575) seems far more acceptable for en-
suring that more seniors receive food supple-
ments which supply a more nutritious diet. 

NETWORK is anxious to assist you in gain-
ing passage of this bill. Those who have gone 
before us, cared for us and raised the present 
younger generations deserve to live in dig-
nity, without question of meeting basic 
needs. We hearken back to the words of Le-
viticus, ‘‘You shall rise up before the gray 
haired and defer to one who is elder’’ (19:32), 
and of Matthew, ‘‘Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.’’ 
(25:40). Catholic Social Teaching further 
specifies that, ‘‘the poor have the single 
most urgent economic claim on the con-
science of the nation’’ (Economic Justice for 
All). 

When the bill is dropped, we will elicit the 
support of our membership toward its pas-
sage. Please, let us know anything else we 

can do to further assist in the passage of this 
bill. 

Sincerely. 
SIMONE CAMPBELL, 

National Coordinator. 

By Mr. MCCAIN (for himself and 
Mr. KYL): 

S. 3762. A bill to designate segments 
of Fossil Creek, a tributary to the 
Verde River in the State of Arizona, as 
wild and scenic rivers; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to be joined by my colleague, 
Senator KYL, in introducing a bill to 
designate Fossil Creek as a ‘‘wild and 
scenic river.’’ A companion measure is 
being introduced today by Congress-
man RENZI and other members of the 
Arizona congressional delegation. 

Fossil Creek it is a thing of beauty. 
With its picturesque scenery, lush ri-
parian ecosystem, unique geological 
features, and deep iridescent blue pools 
and waterfalls, this tributary to the 
Wild and Scenic Verde River and Lower 
Colorado River Watershed stretches 14 
miles through east central Arizona. It 
is home to a wide variety of wildlife, 
some of which are threatened or endan-
gered species. Over 100 bird species in-
habit the Fossil Creek area and use it 
to migrate between the range lowlands 
and the Mogollon-Colorado Plateau 
highlands. Fossil Creek also supports a 
variety of aquatic species and is one of 
the few perennial streams in Arizona 
with multiple native fish. 

Fossil Creek was named in the 1800s 
when early explorers described the fos-
sil-like appearance of creek-side rocks 
and vegetation coated with calcium 
carbonate deposits from the creek’s 
water. In the early 1900s, pioneers rec-
ognized the potential for hydroelectric 
power generation in the creek’s con-
stant and abundant spring-fed base- 
flow. They claimed the channel’s water 
rights and built a dam system and gen-
erating facilities known as the Childs- 
Irving hydro-project. Over time, the 
project was acquired by Arizona Public 
Service, APS, one of the State’s largest 
eclectic utility providers serving more 
than a million Arizonans. Because 
Childs-Irving produced less then half of 
1 percent of the total power generated 
by APS, the decision was made ulti-
mately to decommission the aging dam 
and restore Fossil Creek to its 
presettlement conditions. 

APS has partnered with various envi-
ronmental groups, Federal land man-
agers, and State, tribal, and local gov-
ernments to safely remove the Childs- 
Irving power generating facilities and 
restore the riparian ecosystem. In 2005, 
APS removed the dam system and re-
turned full flows to Fossil Creek. Re-
searchers predict Fossil Creek will 
soon become a fully regenerated South-
west native fishery providing a most 
valuable opportunity to reintroduce at 
least six threatened and endangered 
native fish species as well as rebuild 
the native populations presently living 
in the creek. 
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There is a growing need to provide 

additional protection and adequate 
staffing and management at Fossil 
Creek. Recreational visitation to the 
riverbed is expected to increase dra-
matically, and by the Forest Service’s 
own admission, they aren’t able to 
manage current levels of visitation or 
the pressures of increased use. While 
responsible recreation and other activi-
ties at Fossil Creek are to be encour-
aged, we must also ensure the long- 
term success of the ongoing restoration 
efforts. Designation under the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act would help to ensure 
the appropriate level of protection and 
resources are devoted to Fossil Creek. 
Already, Fossil Creek has been found 
eligible for ‘‘wild and scenic’’ designa-
tion by the Forest Service and the pro-
posal has widespread support from sur-
rounding communities. All of the lands 
potentially affected by a designation 
are owned and managed by the Forest 
Service and will not affect private 
property owners. 

Mr. President, Fossil Creek is a 
unique Arizona treasure and would 
benefit greatly from the protection and 
recognition offered through ‘‘wild and 
scenic’’ designation. I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 544—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 20, 2006, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL ATTENTION DEFICIT 
DISORDER AWARENESS DAY’’ 
Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and Mr. 

DURBIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 544 

Whereas Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity 
Disorder (also known as ADHD or ADD), is a 
chronic neurobiological disorder that affects 
both children and adults, and can signifi-
cantly interfere with the ability of an indi-
vidual to regulate activity level, inhibit be-
havior, and attend to tasks in develop-
mentally appropriate ways; 

Whereas ADHD can cause devastating con-
sequences, including failure in school and 
the workplace, antisocial behavior, encoun-
ters with the criminal justice system, inter-
personal difficulties, and substance abuse; 

Whereas ADHD, the most extensively stud-
ied mental disorder in children, affects an es-
timated 3 to 7 percent (4,000,000) of young 
school-age children and an estimated 4 per-
cent (8,000,000) of adults across racial, ethnic, 
and socio-economic lines; 

Whereas scientific studies indicate that be-
tween 10 and 35 percent of children with 
ADHD have a first-degree relative with past 
or present ADHD, and that approximately 
one-half of parents who had ADHD have a 
child with the disorder, suggesting that 
ADHD runs in families and inheritance is an 
important risk factor; 

Whereas despite the serious consequences 
that can manifest in the family and life ex-
periences of an individual with ADHD, stud-
ies indicate that less than 85 percent of 
adults with the disorder are diagnosed and 
less than half of children and adults with the 
disorder receive treatment and, furthermore, 
poor and minority communities are particu-
larly underserved by ADHD resources; 

Whereas the Surgeon General, the Amer-
ican Medical Association, the American Psy-
chiatric Association, the American Academy 
of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, the 
American Psychological Association, the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, and 
the National Institutes of Mental Health, 
among others, recognize the need for proper 
diagnosis, education, and treatment of 
ADHD; 

Whereas the lack of public knowledge and 
understanding of the disorder play a signifi-
cant role in the overwhelming numbers of 
undiagnosed and untreated cases of ADHD, 
and the dissemination of inaccurate, mis-
leading information contributes as an obsta-
cle for diagnosis and treatment; 

Whereas lack of knowledge combined with 
issues of stigma have a particularly detri-
mental effect on the diagnosis and treatment 
of the disorder; 

Whereas there is a need for education of 
health care professionals, employers, and 
educators about the disorder and a need for 
well-trained mental health professionals ca-
pable of conducting proper diagnosis and 
treatment activities; and 

Whereas studies by the National Institute 
of Mental Health and others consistently re-
veal that through proper comprehensive di-
agnosis and treatment, the symptoms of 
ADHD can be substantially decreased and 
quality of life can be improved: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 20, 2006 as ‘‘Na-

tional Attention Deficit Disorder Awareness 
Day’’; 

(2) recognizes Attention Deficit/Hyper-
activity Disorder (ADHD) as a major public 
health concern; 

(3) encourages all Americans to find out 
more about ADHD, support ADHD mental 
health services, and seek the appropriate 
treatment and support, if necessary; 

(4) expresses the sense of the Senate that 
the Federal Government has a responsibility 
to— 

(A) endeavor to raise awareness about 
ADHD; and 

(B) continue to consider ways to improve 
access and quality of mental health services 
dedicated to improving the quality of life of 
children and adults with ADHD; and 

(5) calls on Federal, State, and local ad-
ministrators and the people of the United 
States to observe the day with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 4739. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. HAGEL) 
proposed an amendment to the resolution S. 
Res. 405, designating August 16, 2006, as ‘‘Na-
tional Airborne Day’’. 

SA 4740. Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mrs. 
LINCOLN, and Mr. TALENT) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 3711, to enhance the energy 
independence and security of the United 
States by providing for exploration, develop-
ment, and production activities for mineral 
resources in the Gulf of Mexico, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 4741. Mr. SPECTER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 3711, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 4739. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
HAGEL) proposed an amendment to the 

resolution S. Res. 405, designating Au-
gust 16, 2006, as ‘‘National Airborne 
Day’’, as follows: 

On page 5, strike lines 1–5 and insert: 
‘‘(2) calls on the people of the United 

States to observe ‘‘National Airborne Day’’ 
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and 
activities.’’ 

SA 4740. Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, 
Mrs. LINCOLN, and Mr. TALENT) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 3711, to 
enhance the energy independence and 
security of the United States by pro-
viding for exploration, development, 
and production activities for mineral 
resources in the Gulf of Mexico, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 18, after line 17, add the following: 
(g) ALLOCATION TO WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 

AND RESTORATION ACCOUNT.—Notwith-
standing subsection (a)(2), before making the 
disbursements under subparagraphs (A) and 
(B) of subsection (a)(2), the Secretary shall, 
for each of fiscal years 2016 through 2055, 
transfer to the Federal aid to wildlife res-
toration fund established under section 3 of 
the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration 
Act (16 U.S.C. 669b), for deposit in the Wild-
life Conservation and Restoration Account, 
25 percent of all rentals, royalties, bonus 
bids, and other sums due and payable to the 
United States from leases entered into on or 
after the date of enactment of this Act for 
the 181 South Area. 

SA 4741. Mr. SPECTER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 3711, to enhance the 
energy independence and security of 
the United States by providing for ex-
ploration, development, and production 
activities for mineral resources in the 
Gulf of Mexico, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of the bill, add the following: 
TITLE II—OIL AND GAS 

SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Oil and Gas 

Industry Antitrust Act of 2006’’. 
SEC. 202. PROHIBITION ON UNILATERAL WITH-

HOLDING. 
The Clayton Act (15 U.S.C. 12 et seq.) is 

amended— 
(1) by redesignating section 28 as section 

29; and 
(2) by inserting after section 27 the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 28. OIL AND NATURAL GAS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subsection (b), it shall be unlawful for any 
person to refuse to sell, or to export or di-
vert, existing supplies of petroleum, gaso-
line, or other fuel derived from petroleum, or 
natural gas with the primary intention of in-
creasing prices or creating a shortage in a 
geographic market. 

‘‘(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In determining 
whether a person who has refused to sell, or 
exported or diverted, existing supplies of pe-
troleum, gasoline, or other fuel derived from 
petroleum or natural gas has done so with 
the intent of increasing prices or creating a 
shortage in a geographic market under sub-
section (a), the court shall consider wheth-
er— 

‘‘(1) the cost of acquiring, producing, refin-
ing, processing, marketing, selling, or other-
wise making such products available has in-
creased; and 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:19 Jul 29, 2006 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G28JY6.005 S28JYPT1hm
oo

re
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
68

 w
ith

 H
M

S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S8415 July 28, 2006 
‘‘(2) the price obtained from exporting or 

diverting existing supplies is greater than 
the price obtained where the existing sup-
plies are located or are intended to be 
shipped.’’. 
SEC. 203. REVIEW OF CLAYTON ACT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General 
and the Chairman of the Federal Trade Com-
mission shall conduct a study, including a 
review of the report submitted under section 
204, regarding whether section 7 of the Clay-
ton Act should be amended to modify how 
that section applies to persons engaged in 
the business of exploring for, producing, re-
fining, or otherwise processing, storing, mar-
keting, selling, or otherwise making avail-
able petroleum, gasoline or other fuel de-
rived from petroleum, or natural gas. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 270 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Attor-
ney General and the Chairman of the Federal 
Trade Commission shall submit a report to 
Congress regarding the findings of the study 
conducted under subsection (a), including 
recommendations and proposed legislation, 
if any. 
SEC. 204. STUDY BY THE GOVERNMENT AC-

COUNTABILITY OFFICE. 

(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘‘covered consent decree’’ means a consent 
decree— 

(1) to which either the Federal Trade Com-
mission or the Department of Justice is a 
party; 

(2) that was entered by the district court 
not earlier than 10 years before the date of 
enactment of this Act; 

(3) that required divestitures; and 
(4) that involved a person engaged in the 

business of exploring for, producing, refining, 
or otherwise processing, storing, marketing, 
selling, or otherwise making available petro-
leum, gasoline or other fuel derived from pe-
troleum, or natural gas. 

(b) REQUIREMENT FOR A STUDY.—Not later 
than 180 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Comptroller General of the 
United States shall conduct a study evalu-
ating the effectiveness of divestitures re-
quired under covered consent decrees. 

(c) REQUIREMENT FOR A REPORT.—Not later 
than 180 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Comptroller General shall sub-
mit a report to Congress, the Federal Trade 
Commission, and the Department of Justice 
regarding the findings of the study con-
ducted under subsection (b). 

(d) FEDERAL AGENCY CONSIDERATION.—Upon 
receipt of the report required by subsection 
(c), the Attorney General or the Chairman of 
the Federal Trade Commission, as appro-
priate, shall consider whether any additional 
action is required to restore competition or 
prevent a substantial lessening of competi-
tion occurring as a result of any transaction 
that was the subject of the study conducted 
under subsection (b). 
SEC. 205. JOINT FEDERAL AND STATE TASK 

FORCE. 

The Attorney General and the Chairman of 
the Federal Trade Commission shall estab-
lish a joint Federal-State task force, which 
shall include the attorney general of any 
State that chooses to participate, to inves-
tigate information sharing (including 
through the use of exchange agreements and 
commercial information services) among 
persons in the business of exploring for, pro-
ducing, refining, or otherwise processing, 
storing, marketing, selling, or otherwise 
making available petroleum, gasoline or 
other fuel derived from petroleum, or nat-
ural gas (including any person about which 
the Energy Information Administration col-
lects financial and operating data as part of 
its Financial Reporting System). 

SEC. 206. NO OIL PRODUCING AND EXPORTING 
CARTELS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘No Oil Producing and Export-
ing Cartels Act of 2006’’ or ‘‘NOPEC’’. 

(b) SHERMAN ACT.—The Sherman Act (15 
U.S.C. 1 et seq.) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating section 8 as section 9; 
and 

(2) by inserting after section 7 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 8. OIL PRODUCING CARTELS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—It shall be illegal and a 
violation of this Act for any foreign state, or 
any instrumentality or agent of any foreign 
state, in the circumstances described in sub-
section (b), to act collectively or in combina-
tion with any other foreign state, any instru-
mentality or agent of any other foreign 
state, or any other person, whether by cartel 
or any other association or form of coopera-
tion or joint action— 

‘‘(1) to limit the production or distribution 
of oil, natural gas, or any other petroleum 
product; 

‘‘(2) to set or maintain the price of oil, nat-
ural gas, or any petroleum product; or 

‘‘(3) to otherwise take any action in re-
straint of trade for oil, natural gas, or any 
petroleum product. 

‘‘(b) CIRCUMSTANCES.—The circumstances 
described in this subsection are an instance 
when an action, combination, or collective 
action described in subsection (a) has a di-
rect, substantial, and reasonably foreseeable 
effect on the market, supply, price, or dis-
tribution of oil, natural gas, or other petro-
leum product in the United States. 

‘‘(c) SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY.—A foreign state 
engaged in conduct in violation of subsection 
(a) shall not be immune under the doctrine 
of sovereign immunity from the jurisdiction 
or judgments of the courts of the United 
States in any action brought to enforce this 
section. 

‘‘(d) INAPPLICABILITY OF ACT OF STATE DOC-
TRINE.—No court of the United States shall 
decline, based on the act of state doctrine, to 
make a determination on the merits in an 
action brought under this section. 

‘‘(e) ENFORCEMENT.—The Attorney General 
of the United States may bring an action to 
enforce this section in any district court of 
the United States as provided under the anti-
trust laws, as defined in section 1(a) of the 
Clayton Act (15 U.S.C. 12(a)).’’. 

(c) SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY.—Section 1605(a) 
of title 28, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the 
end; 

(2) in paragraph (7), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(8) in which the action is brought under 

section 8 of the Sherman Act.’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL FINANCIAL MAN-
AGEMENT, GOVERNMENT INFORMATION, AND 
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’ Subcommittee on 
Federal Financial Management, Gov-
ernment Information, and Inter-
national Security be authorized to 
meet on Friday, July 28, 2006, at 9:30 
a.m. for a hearing regarding ‘‘Cyber Se-
curity: Recovery and Reconstitution of 
Critical Networks’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate immediately proceed to executive 
session to consider Calendar Nos. 751 
and 811. I further ask unanimous con-
sent that the nominations be con-
firmed en bloc, the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action, and the Senate then 
return to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Earl Anthony Wayne, of Maryland, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Career Minister, to be Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to Argentina. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Stephen S. McMillin, of Texas, to be Dep-
uty Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now return to legislative ses-
sion. 

f 

MEASURES CONSIDERED READ 
THE FIRST TIME 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the recess or adjournment of 
the Senate, when it receives from the 
House a bill relating to pension reform 
and a bill relating to estate tax, the 
bills be considered as read the first 
time during today’s session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, JULY 31, 
2006 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
stand in adjournment until 2 p.m. on 
Monday, July 31. I further ask that fol-
lowing the prayer and the pledge, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
Journal of proceedings be approved to 
date, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved, and the Senate proceed to a 
period for the transaction of morning 
business for up to 1 hour, with the time 
equally divided between the majority 
and minority; further, that at 3 p.m., 
the Senate resume consideration of S. 
3711, the gulf coast energy security bill, 
with the time equally divided between 
the two managers or their designees 
until 5:30 p.m; further, that at 5:30 
p.m., the Senate proceed to a vote on 
the motion to invoke cloture. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, on 
Monday, we will resume debate on the 
gulf coast energy security bill. Sen-
ators are reminded that we will have a 
vote on the motion to invoke cloture 
on the bill at 5:30 Monday afternoon. 
This will be the first vote of the week, 
and Senators should make their plans 
accordingly. We expect to finish this 
bill next week. We have other impor-
tant items to consider, as we all know, 
before we leave for the August recess, 
hopefully at the end of next week. 
Therefore, it is expected that we will 
have a full week all of next week with 

lots of business before the Senate prior 
to the August recess. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 2 P.M., 
MONDAY, JULY 31, 2006 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate stand in adjourn-
ment under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 4:29 p.m., adjourned until Monday, 
July 31, 2006, at 2 p.m. 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate Friday, July 28, 2006: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

EARL ANTHONY WAYNE, OF MARYLAND, A CAREER 
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF 
CAREER MINISTER, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO ARGENTINA. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

STEPHEN S. MCMILLIN, OF TEXAS, TO BE DEPUTY DI-
RECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. 

The above nominations were ap-
proved subject to the nominmees’ com-
mitment to respond to request to ap-
pear and testify before any duly con-
stituted committee of the Senate. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO LAWRENCE 
‘‘JAKE’’ JACOBSEN 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of former Nevada State Senator 
Lawrence ‘‘Jake’’ Jacobsen, who passed away 
on Wednesday, July 26, 2006. 

Jake, who made his home in Minden, NV, 
retired from the legislature in 2002 as the 
longest-serving legislator in Nevada history, 
having served 16 years in the Assembly and 
24 in the Senate. Over his long and distin-
guished career, Jake must have been proud-
est of his work on behalf of the state’s vet-
erans and the Department of Corrections 
honor camp system, and his fight for preserva-
tion of the Stewart Indian School and Marlette 
Lake. Jake was also a volunteer firefighter in 
Carson Valley for more than 50 years, and 
has fought several fires side-by-side with For-
est Service personnel. As president of the 
Minden Engine Company for 25 years and a 
lawmaker for 40 years, Jake has supported 
firefighting and preserved funding for fire 
crews. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor the life of 
former state Senator Lawrence ‘‘Jake’’ Jacob-
sen. In his long and distinguished career as a 
legislator in the State Senate he touched 
countless lives. He was a good friend, one 
whom I had the pleasure of serving with for 8 
years. He will be greatly missed by all the citi-
zens of Nevada. 

f 

THE AVAILABILITY OF AVIAN FLU 
RESEARCH DATA 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I sent the at-
tached letter along with my colleagues to the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services re-
garding avian flu data on July 6, 2006. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, July 6, 2006. 

Mr. MIKE LEAVITT, 
Secretary, Department of Health and Human 

Services, Washington, DC. 
DEAR SECRETARY LEAVITT: As the looming 

threat of a pandemic flu continues, the need 
to take cost effective and time-saving steps 
to boost our capacity and response speed is 
vital. The free flow of information, in par-
ticular, can accelerate research, and the de-
velopment of vaccines, saving lives. In the 
case of Avian Flu, the very properties we 
fear the most—the ease with which the virus 
is transmitted and its ability to kill its 
host—are encoded in the virus’ genome. Yet 
the genetic sequences are currently only im-
mediately available to a select group of re-
searchers, a practice which is hampering and 
delaying our ability to respond to the threat 
of the pandemic influenza. We will need as 
many scientific eyes as possible examining 
the problem. 

Though an adequate response to a future 
pandemic will require the cooperation of all 
involved countries, the US should show lead-
ership commensurate with its expertise and 
wealth. We therefore applaud your request of 
the World Health Assembly, the decision 
making body of the World Health Organiza-
tion, that they ‘‘pledge with me to abide by 
four principles of pandemic preparedness: 
Transparency, rapid reporting, data sharing, 
and scientific cooperation.’’ 

We ask that you set these principles into 
motion by requiring data from HHS-funded 
research on avian influenza and genetic se-
quences, in particular, to be promptly depos-
ited in a publicly accessible repository such 
as GenBank, the sequence database of the 
National Institutes of Health. Researchers 
for the Human Genome Project published 
their sequences in a public database within 
24 hours. Calls for the immediate deposition 
of sequence data have come from some of the 
most renowned scientists in the world in the 
field of avian influenza. 

Some scientists and countries are reluc-
tant to release their genetic and clinical 
data for fear of loss of scientific credit or 
that the information will be used to create a 
technology, such as a vaccine, that will then 
be priced out of their reach. In particular, 
certain countries are refusing to release 
their sequences. Unfortunately, those coun-
tries are reported to include several current 
or past hot spots for H5N1. These concerns 
can be satisfied. There are already public 
databases holding tens of thousands of ge-
netic sequences that have intellectual prop-
erty protections in place to prevent just such 
problems. While many countries may have 
policies in place to prevent the open sharing 
of such information, stressing the impor-
tance of rapid response worldwide is vital. 

In the event of a pandemic, the public will 
need to be able to trust that their govern-
ment and scientists are acting with the 
transparency, speed and cooperation you re-
quested. The United States can take this op-
portunity to take on a critical leadership 
role. 

Sincerely, 
Dennis J. Kucinich, Sheila Jackson-Lee, 

Jim McDermott, John Conyers, Jr., 
Wayne T. Gilchrest, Tammy Baldwin, 
Diana DeGette, Ellen O. Tauscher, 
Lynn C. Woolsey, John W. Olver, Major 
R. Owens, Barbara Lee, Dale E. Kildee, 
William J. Jefferson, Madeleine Z. 
Bordallo, Bernie Sanders. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained and unable to be on the House 
floor for rollcall votes 412 and 413. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on both 
votes. 

HONORING CHANNEL LOGISTICS, 
LLC 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend and honor Channel Logistics, LLC 
for their recent achievement in maritime do-
main and seaport security. 

On April 1, 2006, the Institute of Electrical 
and Electronic Engineers presented their An-
nual Corporate Innovation Award to Channel 
Logistics, LLC during the Institute’s annual 
awards dinner in Philadelphia. The award rec-
ognizes the company’s development of the 
Computer Assisted Threat Evaluation System. 
This system evaluates potential maritime and 
port security threats among ships, crew and 
cargo entering our ports. It is able to evaluate 
threats by analyzing information contained 
within maritime databases through the proc-
esses of data fusion, pattern and choke point 
mapping. 

This technology plays an important role in 
uncovering possible terrorist threats to our vul-
nerable maritime and port infrastructures. I am 
proud that Camden, NJ-based Channel Logis-
tics, LLC is a leader in developing innovative 
technologies designed to secure our country 
and ports, and I congratulate them on receiv-
ing the IEEE’s distinguished Annual Corporate 
Innovation Award. 

f 

HONORING BOB BRAUER 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the extraordinary life and work of Robert 
Brauer of Berkeley, CA. A visionary and cou-
rageous public servant, Bob has dedicated his 
life to serving his community and his country. 
Bob’s unwavering commitment to social justice 
has inspired me and many others to dedicate 
our lives to this struggle, and has impacted 
the lives of countless others in California’s 9th 
Congressional District and across our country. 
This month Bob ‘‘retires’’ after a lifetime of 
working for the advancement of a more just 
and equitable society for us all, and today I 
join our entire community in saluting him for 
his public exemplary service. 

Bob’s dedication to public service has been 
evident since he was a young adult. After 
graduating in 1960 from the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, where he met his wife Penny, 
Bob was commissioned as a Second Lieuten-
ant in the United States Air Force. He was 
stationed in El Paso, TX, in the Strategic Air 
Command, and served there until 1963 when 
he left the Air Force as a Captain. 

Upon completion of his service in the Air 
Force, Bob and his family, which by then in-
cluded his wife, a son, and two young daugh-
ters, returned to Berkeley, CA, where he 
began a new job as an Assistant Personnel 
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Officer at Wells Fargo Bank, where he was an 
integral part of Wells Fargo’s participation in 
the industry-wide effort in California to inte-
grate women and minorities into parts of the 
workforce in which they were dramatically 
underrepresented. 

Following that job, Bob became the Skills 
Bank Director for the Bay Area Urban League, 
a role in which he was responsible for creating 
job opportunities for and placing minorities in 
jobs that had historically been inaccessible to 
them. During this time, Bob was also very ac-
tive in civic and political affairs, serving in 
leadership positions in a number of local orga-
nizations, and with his wife Penny, he was 
very active in local political campaigns. Bob 
was appointed to the Recreation and Parks 
Commission by then-Berkeley City Council 
member Ron Dellums, and around that time 
he was also named as President of the Catho-
lic Interracial Council of the Diocese of Oak-
land. He and his wife continued their activism 
in the farm workers’ and civil rights struggles, 
the anti-Vietnam War movement and other 
local issues related to the ongoing fight for so-
cial justice. 

In 1969, Bob became the Regional Director 
of the Office of Federal Contract Compliance 
(OFCC), Department of Labor, and soon be-
came the OFCC Assistant Director in Wash-
ington, DC. In this role he helped to develop 
the national plan to integrate the construction 
trades, as well as the Philadelphia Plan’s 
goals and timetables for women and minori-
ties. Bob and his family, which by that time 
had grown considerably, moved to Bethesda, 
MD. 

In 1971, the Secretary of Labor nominated 
Bob and the American Political Science Asso-
ciation (APSA) selected him to be an APSA 
Congressional Fellow, and he spent the next 
year working in the office of his friend, the 
newly elected Congressman Ron Dellums of 
California’s then 7th District. At the end of his 
fellowship he left the Department of Labor and 
joined Mr. Dellums’ staff. 

This marked the beginning of what would 
become more than two decades of distin-
guished service to California’s now-9th Con-
gressional District and to our country. Bob 
would serve as Special Counsel to Congress-
man Dellums and for the House District of Co-
lumbia Committee during Mr. Dellums chair-
manship. In 1993, Bob became a Senior Pro-
fessional Staff Member on the House Armed 
Services Committee when Mr. Dellums be-
came the HASC Chairman. 

Bob was an integral part not only of the per-
sonal office and Committee staffs, but he 
played a major role in supporting Mr. Dellums’ 
many policy initiatives during those years. At 
the DC Committee, Bob helped implement 
bold initiatives to use the Committee as a ve-
hicle for promulgating solutions to some of the 
District’s, and the Nation’s, most important 
urban problems: mass transportation, pension 
reform, health care and infant mortality and 
education reform, among others. Among his 
most notable activities were his work on the 
investigation of the U.S. Intelligence Commu-
nity undertaken by the Pike Select Committee, 
the successful authorization of the 50-foot fed-
eral channel dredging project at the Port of 
Oakland, and the construction of the Ronald 
V. Dellums Federal Building in Oakland. Bob 
was also centrally involved in the drafting and 
passage of Mr. Dellums’ incredibly important 
anti-apartheid bill in the House of Representa-

tives in the 1980s, a bill which became law 
over the veto of then-President Reagan. 
Throughout his time in Washington, Bob was 
also actively involved in international human 
rights issues, traveling as a peace observer 
several times to wartorn countries in Central 
America in the 1970s and 1980s, at the risk of 
his own life. On the HASC staff he played a 
significant role in maintaining Mr. Dellums’ ex-
cellent working relationships with both sides of 
the aisle and assisting Mr. Dellums to accom-
plish one of the House’s most exemplary 
chairmanships. 

I met Bob during his early years in Con-
gressman Dellums’ personal office. I was then 
an intern for Congressman Dellums. I will 
never forget the way he supported and guided 
me, and helped me to not only become en-
gaged in politics and policy, but also to be-
come an effective advocate for social justice. 
For over 30 years, Bob has been a willing 
mentor, an advisor, a teacher and a friend, 
and serving the 9th Congressional District and 
our country alongside him has been and con-
tinues to be a great honor. 

Bob worked for Congressman Dellums until 
the end of 1996. In 1997, Bob became Special 
Assistant to the President of California State 
University, Hayward, where he played a cru-
cial role in the sizeable structural improve-
ments, enrollment increases, and expansion of 
that campus into a leading institution in our 
state. During that time he has also continued 
to serve our community in numerous other 
roles, such as a volunteer Board member of 
the Chabot Observatory and Science Center, 
where he was responsible for raising close to 
$60 million to build a new facility in Oakland. 

Bob recently retired from the renamed CSU 
East Bay, and today I would like to add my 
voice to the countless others that are express-
ing their congratulations and their gratitude to 
this extraordinary individual for his tireless 
work and ceaseless advocacy for social justice 
and equality of opportunity in the United 
States and around the world. On behalf of 
California’s 9th Congressional District, I am 
humbled to honor Bob Brauer for his extraor-
dinary service to our community, and to wish 
him the very best as he begins the next chap-
ter in his life of conviction, character, and in-
tegrity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DELLA HOERL 
HUECKER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Mrs. Della Hoerl Huecker of 
Booneville, MO. As a long time citizen of 
Bunceton, MO, and then Booneville, Mrs. Byrd 
will be celebrating her 90th birthday on August 
14, 2006. She has seen many events over the 
past 90 years and awoke each day with a 
strong sense of family and community that im-
proved the lives of everyone she has touched. 
Her life should be celebrated with the same 
joy and excitement in which she gives back to 
our community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
recognizing Mrs. Della Hoerl Huecker. 
Throughout her 90 years, she has always 
given back more than was expected of her. 

Her life is an inspiration to many and I am 
proud to serve her in the United States Con-
gress. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CHAD 
CHRISTOFFERSON 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Chad Christofferson, who has 
served my office—and more importantly, the 
American people—with distinction for the past 
2 years. 

Chad started in my office as a legislative 
correspondent in 2004. His organizational 
skills and ability to effectively respond to con-
stituent concerns earned him a promotion the 
following year to the legislative staff of the 
U.S. House Subcommittee on the Federal 
Workforce and Agency Organization, which I 
chair. 

In his current role, Chad has worked on 
many issues, but particularly of note, he has 
become one of our lead staffers on the Sub-
committee’s health initiatives. He has gained 
respect among leaders of the healthcare com-
munity by his quick grasp and thorough knowl-
edge of complex health information technology 
matters that have gone into crafting the Fed-
eral Family Health Information Technology 
Act, a bill I introduced giving Federal employ-
ees electronic access to their own health 
records maintained under the Federal Em-
ployee Health Benefits Program. This legisla-
tion has a simple goal—to save lives by re-
ducing medical errors. 

Chad’s work has been exemplary, and he is 
driven by personal devotion to integrity and 
public service. In fact, it is his commitment to 
improving the lives of others and his work on 
our health information technology legislation 
that led to his recent decision to pursue a ca-
reer in medicine. And so, Chad is heading 
home to Utah, where this fall he will enroll in 
the school of pharmacology at Brigham Young 
University. 

I have spoken of Chad’s dedication and pro-
fessionalism, which by themselves are deserv-
ing of thanks and recognition. He will continue 
to be a servant to others by fighting disease 
and illness, and, in so doing will reaffirm the 
values that make America the land of hope 
and opportunity to the world. I wish him God-
speed. 

f 

THE RESEARCH AGENDA FOR 
NIEHS 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I sent the at-
tached letter along with my colleagues to the 
Director of the National Institutes of Environ-
mental Health Sciences regarding environ-
mental health research on July 11, 2006. 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Washington, DC, July 11, 2006. 
Dr. DAVID A. SCHWARTZ, 
Director, National Institute of Environmental 

Health Sciences, 
Research Triangle Park, NC. 

DEAR DR. SCHWARTZ: We are writing to en-
courage you to ensure the continued focus of 
the National Institute for Environmental 
Health Sciences (NIEHS) on preventable 
health risks associated with environmental 
sources and exposures, as you develop a pro-
gram of greater relevance to human disease. 
An emphasis on discovering the role of envi-
ronmental exposures in human health, dis-
ease, and disabilities will increase the impor-
tance of your proposed ‘‘roadmap’’ for 
NIEHS. We look forward to the future sup-
port and growth of the following established 
initiatives: 

RESEARCH ON COMMUNITY HEALTH AND 
ENVIRONMENT 

Environmental exposures, and often dis-
eases, occur with disproportionate impact on 
the health and well-being of local commu-
nities, particularly those already impacted 
by other risk factors for health disparities. 
Thus, continuing the focus of NIEHS support 
for community-based research will serve the 
health needs of the American public. It will 
also contribute to increased knowledge of ac-
quired factors in complex situations involv-
ing other preventable risks that too often 
track with economic and political inequal-
ities. The men, women, and children of un-
fairly impacted communities often must 
work, live, play, and attend school in envi-
ronments that are contaminated at levels 
that exceed national averages, and some-
times even exceed legal limits, but often 
lack the resources to initiate scientific in-
vestigations. NIEHS research and outreach 
provides critical data that supports strate-
gies to prevent or treat disease and disabil-
ities among these communities, as well as 
regulatory action to identify contamination 
sources for targeted clean up. 

RESEARCH ON CHILDREN’S HEALTH AND 
ENVIRONMENT 

Chronic diseases that show up later in life 
are frequently the result of preventable envi-
ronmental exposures to pesticides, air pollu-
tion, and many other exposures that occur 
early in life. For this reason, continued sup-
port for research programs focused on chil-
dren’s health and environmental contami-
nants is a priority for our constituents and 
for the future of America’s health. Examples 
of this kind of research currently supported 
by NIEHS include: pesticide impacts on can-
cer and brain development among children of 
agriculture communities; air pollution im-
pacts on asthma and allergies among inner 
city children; and, industrial pollution im-
pacts on learning and behavior among school 
children. 

TIMELY AND COMPLETE REPORT ON 
CARCINOGENS 

In order to efficiently manage environ-
mental health risks like chemicals, we must 
have accurate information on their toxicity. 
The Report on Carcinogens (RoC) is a bian-
nual, congressionally mandated report that 
scientifically evaluates the scientific evi-
dence to compile a list of all substances 
known or suspected to cause human cancers 
and to which Americans are exposed. The 
RoC is a reference standard for the private 
sector, for certain legislation, and is even 
used overseas as an authoritative text on 
carcinogens. The timely release of this crit-
ical Report is a priority for state and federal 
regulators, for international regulatory bod-
ies, for communities, and for Members of 
Congress. 

Sustaining these strategic initiatives in 
connection with your new initiatives will 

contribute to the success of new research di-
rections at NlEHS, and ensure that research 
findings on environmental factors are fully 
translated into protecting public health. We 
look forward to working with you to prop-
erly fund and support these programs. 

Sincerely, 
Dennis. J. Kucinich. 
Louis Capps. 
Rush Holt. 
Bart Gordon. 
Barbara Lee. 
James E. Clyburn. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JONATHAN LOWERY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Jonathan Lowery of Pattonsburg, 
Missouri. Over the past few months, Jonathan 
has served as my office intern. In aiding the 
day to day operations of the office, he has 
worked with enthusiasm and dedication. His 
efforts to represent my office have been com-
mended by both my staff and our constituents. 

As a student at Northwest Missouri State 
University, Jonathan has been pursuing a de-
gree in Political Science with a minor in Public 
Administration and came to Washington, DC, 
this summer through the Stennis Congres-
sional Intern Program. His ambition and inter-
est in politics and government have been evi-
dent from the day he started his internship. He 
has a true commitment to the workings of gov-
ernment and his enthusiasm in helping the 
people of the 6th District is something to be 
admired. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
recognizing Jonathan Lowery. He has been 
great to have in the office and his efforts are 
much appreciated. I wish him the best and 
that his future ambitions in the law and public 
service will be fulfilled. He will certainly be 
missed and I would like to ask the House of 
Representatives to join me in thanking him for 
all of his hard work and dedication. I am hon-
ored to represent him in the United States 
Congress. 

f 

H.J. RES. 88, THE ‘‘MARRIAGE 
PROTECTION AMENDMENT’’ 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, on 
July 18, 2006, I voted against passage of H.J. 
Res. 88, a constitutional amendment to bar 
same-sex marriages. 

The text of H.J. Res. 88, the Marriage Pro-
tection Amendment, reads as follows: ‘‘Mar-
riage in the United States shall consist solely 
of the union of a man and a woman. Neither 
this Constitution or the constitution of any 
state, shall be construed to require that mar-
riage or the legal incidents thereof be con-
ferred upon any union other than the union of 
a man and a woman.’’ 

Marriage and family law have traditionally 
been regulated by state, rather than federal, 
laws. Current federal law, as well as some 

state laws, already prohibits federal recogni-
tion of same-sex marriage. Further, in 1996, 
President Clinton signed the Defense of Mar-
riage Act, DOMA, which prohibits federal rec-
ognition of same-sex marriages and allows in-
dividual states to refuse to recognize such 
marriages performed in other states. 

Some believe the Marriage Protection 
Amendment is necessary to strengthen the in-
stitution of marriage. While the amendment’s 
supporters claim that it simply would remove 
the issue of same sex marriage from the 
courts, the text of the amendment also would 
remove decision making authority from Con-
gress and state legislatures, where marriage 
and family law have traditionally been regu-
lated. 

My personal belief is that marriage is a 
union between a man and a woman, but that 
the regulation of marriage should be left to the 
states. 

In 2004, Vice President DICK CHENEY spoke 
on the subject of a constitutional marriage 
amendment during a campaign appearance in 
Davenport, Iowa, when he said: The question 
that comes up with the issue of marriage is 
what kind of official sanction or approval is 
going to be granted by government? Histori-
cally, that’s been a relationship that has been 
handled by the states. The states have made 
that fundamental decision of what constitutes 
a marriage. He also went on to say that with 
respect to the question of relationships, my 
general view is freedom means freedom for 
everyone. 

I agree with Vice President CHENEY’s re-
marks, and voted against the Marriage Protec-
tion Amendment on the House floor. This 
amendment would break sharply from our na-
tion’s commitment to, and constitutional tradi-
tion of, protecting individual rights. The truth 
is—and the proponents of this Amendment 
know it—there was not any chance for this to 
become a Constitutional Amendment. Just last 
month the Senate refused to pass it! The 
House Amendment was simply another effort 
by certain people to advance their political 
agenda. I support equal rights for all Ameri-
cans. I am committed to a nation in which all 
Americans can share equally in the protec-
tions of the law. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MARTHA LOIS 
MCGINNIS CAMERON NORTON 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the achievements and promise of Mar-
tha Lois McGinnis Cameron Norton, or just 
simply Martha. I have known Martha much of 
my life as the ‘‘go to woman’’ in local elec-
tions. She is one of those Americans who em-
bodies the meaning of the word citizenship; 
who works always to strengthen the quality of 
our democracy. Martha was born in Wash-
ington, Iowa, in 1922. She grew up on a farm 
and spent her childhood raising corn, tending 
hogs, and seeing to all the other chores of an 
Iowa farm girl. But being from Washington, 
she had politics in her blood. As a child she 
saw both President Hoover and Governor 
Roosevelt speak during the 1932 presidential 
campaign. Four years later she worked her 
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first of many campaigns when she helped re- 
elect President Roosevelt. 

While Martha built a remarkable profes-
sional career as a research scientist and edu-
cator, it is her relentless political activism that 
I wish to focus on today. That activism began 
in earnest in 1946 when Martha joined a local 
campaign to save San Francisco’s landmark 
cable car system. In 1956, she worked to re- 
elect President Eisenhower. In 1959, she 
helped run her father’s successful write-in 
campaign to become Mayor of her hometown. 

In 1962 Martha moved to Monterey and 
hasn’t stopped since. She soon worked on a 
variety of local races, including several of my 
father’s, who was then serving in the Cali-
fornia State Senate. In the late ’60s, she 
worked on the coastal protection campaign 
that culminated in the voters 1972 adoption of 
the landmark Coastal Act. That same year 
Martha became a Democrat. As a young 
woman, she registered Republican on the ad-
vice of her mother who said that it was the 
Republicans who secured the vote for women. 
But she had become disenchanted with the di-
rection that the Republican Party had taken, 
especially in civil rights, and followed Leon Pa-
netta in making the switch. 

In 1976, Martha worked as a precinct walker 
in Leon Panetta’s successful race against 
Congressman Burt Talcott. She also worked 
on Jimmy Carter’s presidential campaign, co-
ordinating more than 100 volunteers from their 
teens into their 70s. In the ’80s, she helped 
elect two pivotal Monterey County Super-
visors, Sam Karas and Karin Strasser 
Kauffman. In 1996 she volunteered once 
again for Karin, in her primary race for the 
local state Assembly seat. While Karin lost the 
race, Martha felt that democrat Fred Keeley 
went on to be a great Assemblymember. And 
all along, Martha was instrumental in my own 
campaigns for local, state, and federal office. 

Martha truly is the tireless volunteer. In ad-
dition to her campaign work, Martha has de-
voted countless hours to many different 
boards, commissions, and other community 
organizations, including the MPUSD school 
board, the Highway 68 committee, the Toxic 
Waste committee for Fort Ord, several League 
of Women Voters committees, and local 
Democratic committees and clubs. Martha 
also served several stints as the President of 
the Peninsula Women’s Democratic Club. She 
has worked tirelessly over the years to register 
voters and encourage participation in the polit-
ical process. And it is this grass roots commit-
ment to making democracy work that deserves 
the attention of this House because it is the 
people like Martha across this country that 
keep our democracy alive and well. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MELISSA 
BROWN—SELECTED AS GRAND 
PRIZE WINNER IN OLIVE GAR-
DEN’S NATIONAL ESSAY CON-
TEST 

HON. CURT WELDON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
I am proud today to insert into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD a winning essay written by a 
very special constituent, 10th grade student 

Melissa Brown, a resident of Broomall, Penn-
sylvania. 

Melissa’s essay was chosen from nearly 
11,000 entries written by students in first 
through 12th grade who were asked to ‘‘de-
scribe how a person or experience has made 
an important impact on your life.’’ 

In her essay, Melissa describes the many 
lessons she has learned from her brother, 
Josh. Her words are not only inspirational, but 
powerful in a message we can all take to 
heart. This young writer captures what family 
means for so many of us—love, acceptance 
and learning from one another. The text of her 
essay follows: 

When people are asked, who has influenced 
you most in your life, most have to think 
about it. For me, I could answer that ques-
tion in less than a second. My little brother 
Josh, without a doubt, has influenced me 
more than anyone. 

Josh has Down Syndrome, which is a ge-
netic disorder. It makes him do some things 
a little slower than most kids his age. But 
Josh is an exceptional child. He is extremely 
smart. He knows every little detail about 
every single animal, ever. He loves collecting 
anything that is long and skinny and giving 
them names and personalities. His memory 
is amazing and he learned all his letters, and 
some words, by the time he was 2 years old. 
He also reads fluently and does well in 
school. He has overcome many obstacles to 
really be a success. 

Josh is the most loving and open person 
you will ever meet. He greets you with a 
smile that lights up a room. Josh isn’t like 
most people who look at your appearance 
and judge you by that. He looks straight into 
your heart and will open his arms to you. 

Living with Josh has taught me numerous 
things. The main thing he’s taught me is to 
not judge a book by its cover. I need to look 
inside a person and find out what they’re 
like inside before I make assumptions. Josh 
has made me sensitive to people that are less 
fortunate than I am. I realize I’ve been 
blessed and need to share that with others 
who need it. He’s taught me that when I see 
people who are different, I shouldn’t stare 
but should smile at them. One little smile 
can make a person’s day. I’ve also learned 
not take life so seriously. Josh is one of 
those people who finds pleasure in little 
things. So I need to be able to find the good 
things in life and take pleasure in little 
things. 

When people first see Josh, they may think 
that he looks weird or that he’s just a little 
brother. Well, he’s neither of those. He is an 
adorable little 11-year-old who is bounding 
with energy and love. He also is the one who 
makes me laugh, gives me support and is my 
best friend. I tell people that he is the person 
who has inspired me most in my life. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO PATRICIA 
GROW 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Patricia Grow for her years of service 
as a high school teacher and Family, Career, 
and Community Leaders of America advisor. 

Patricia earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Homemaking Education from Utah State Uni-
versity, and then a Master’s in Occupational 
Administration at Northern Arizona University. 

After graduating, she moved to Overton, Ne-
vada, and began her teaching career as a 
substitute. She continued substitute teaching 
for eight years until she became the full-time 
Home Economics teacher at Moapa Valley 
High School. 

For the past thirty years, Patricia has edu-
cated high school students and advised her 
chapter of the Family, Career, and Community 
Leaders of America, FCCLA. Patricia followed 
the growth of the community from the old high 
school to the new one, and, upon the expan-
sion of the Home Economics program, she be-
came the instructor for the Independent Living 
and Child Development and the Fashion and 
Quilting courses. Her hard work has been in-
strumental in bringing the program’s courses 
to full enrollment. 

Patricia has won a number of awards for 
her service to students, including Outstanding 
Service to Vocational Education in 1986, Out-
standing Faculty for 1992–1993, the Nevada 
Vocational Association Award of Service in 
1996, and Educator of the Year for 1999– 
2000. She is retiring this year after three dec-
ades of teaching. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Patricia 
Grow for her years of service as an educator 
in Nevada. Education is truly an admirable ca-
reer, and I commend her dedication to Ne-
vada’s youth. I wish her all the best in her re-
tirement. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE: UNDER-
STANDING THE DEGREE OF THE 
PROBLEM? 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I made the at-
tached statement in the House Government 
Reform Committee regarding global warming 
on July 20, 2006. 
STATEMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE DENNIS J. 

KUCINICH, U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
GOVERNMENT REFORM COMMITTEE 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for calling this 

important hearing on Climate Change, the 
first such substantive hearing in the House 
in recent memory. If we are to successfully 
deal with global warming, it cannot be a par-
tisan issue. It will require our full attention 
and an inestimable share of our resources, 
which requires united leadership. This hear-
ing, therefore, is a major step in the right di-
rection. However, I was disappointed to hear 
the Administration’s testimony today which 
is decidedly partisan. Indeed it continues to 
try to put a happy face on bad policies and 
take credit for work it has not done. 

A good place to start is the Administra-
tion’s claim to have reduced greenhouse gas 
‘‘intensity’’ during its tenure. Efficiency 
gains make the ‘‘intensity’’ go down anyway. 
Moreover, this deceptive rhetorical device 
diverts attention from its failure to set a 
goal for greenhouse gas emissions reductions 
that is consistent with that which is justi-
fied by the current science. California has 
done so, calling for an 80 percent reduction. 
Holland is now cutting emissions by 80 per-
cent in 40 years. Tony Blair has committed 
the UK to cutting emissions by 60 percent in 
50 years. Germany has obligated itself to 
cuts of 50 percent in 50 years. Several 
months ago, French President Chirac called 
on the entire industrial world to cut emis-
sions 75 percent by 2050. 
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In fact, this is only one of the instances in 

which this Administration has thumbed its 
nose at the international community. There 
is not only an unwillingness to move forward 
with substantive action on global warming, 
there is active resistance, and, in fact, bul-
lying of other countries. The Administration 
started by walking away from the Kyoto pro-
tocol. I was in Johannesburg for the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002. 
Nothing of significance from the U.S. I went 
to Buenos Aires for the Conference of the 
Parties in 2004. Nothing of significance from 
the U.S. In Montreal, Harlan Watson walked 
out of negotiations in what was perceived in 
international media as a tantrum when the 
Administration didn’t get its way. There was 
an agreement in the G8 that the U.S. re-en-
gage on the issue. It did not happen. 

Instead, we see not only rhetorical red her-
rings, but we see Enron accounting tech-
niques being used to create the illusion that 
something is being done. The GAO released a 
report in August 2005 called Climate Change; 
Federal Reports on Climate Change Funding 
Should Be Clearer and More Complete. This 
report listed suspect activities claimed by 
the OMB as spending on global warming, in-
cluding such efforts as the ‘‘Andean 
Counterdrug Initiative.’’ 

Making matters worse, the Administration 
advocates for dealing with global warming 
by advocating for nuclear power. Nuclear 
power has been shown to be greenhouse gas 
intensive, it is far less cost effective than re-
newables, far less polluting than renewables, 
and facilitates further proliferation of nu-
clear weapons materials. We are trading our 
addiction to oil and all the problems that go 
with it, for nuclear power and a whole new 
set of equally pernicious problems that go 
with it, when common sense alternatives are 
readily available or within our reach. 

In the meantime, it is becoming increas-
ingly clear that the effects of global warm-
ing are already being felt. The United Na-
tions has declared that at least 5 million 
cases of illness and more than 150,000 deaths 
every year are attributable to global warm-
ing. The 2003 European heat wave killed over 
20,000 people. The 10 hottest years on record 
have occurred in the last 15 years. Two con-
secutive record-breaking hurricane seasons. 

Exactly how bad does it have to get? 

f 

IN MEMORY OF ARMY CAPTAIN 
BLAKE H. RUSSELL 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the courage of a young hero from my 
district. On July 22, 2006, the Department of 
Defense declared that Army Captain Blake H. 
Russell (United States Army, Headquarters 
Company, 1st Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regi-
ment, 101st Airborne Division) died from inju-
ries that he suffered from an explosion while 
investigating a possible weapons cache in 
Baghdad, Iraq. Russell enlisted in the Navy in 
1989 after graduating from Fort Worth Boswell 
High School. After completing his Navy obliga-
tions, Russell enrolled at Texas A&M Univer-
sity and upon graduation, he joined the Army. 

His family describes Russell as a soldier 
who professed that he chose the military pro-
fession so ‘‘he could fight the bad guys over 
there so (his son) could be safe here.’’ 

Russell served with distinction during his 
military career which included two tours in 

Iraq. In the Navy, Russell served as an anti- 
submarine warfare specialist as well as a 
Navy search and rescue team member. He 
joined the Army after graduating from Texas 
A&M in 1998. Prior to the Iraq war, he was an 
aide to an Army general. During his initial tour 
in Iraq, Russell served with the 4th Infantry Di-
vision in the Al Anbar Province. He joined the 
101st Airborne Division, based in Fort Camp-
bell, KY, in March 2005. He was serving as a 
field artillery officer during his last tour in Iraq 
and was actively involved in military oper-
ations in the Baghdad area. His earned the 
Bronze Star and the Purple Heart during his 
military career. 

The American people know the sacrifices 
Russell made to his country and his service 
will not be in vain. I am proud to honor Cap-
tain Russell’s service to the United States of 
America. He will not be forgotten. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PFC. KRISTIAN 
MENCHACA 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Army Pfc. Kristian Menchaca, of the 
101st Airborne of the United States Army, who 
was kidnapped and murdered by Iraqi insur-
gents on June 16th in Yusufiyah, Iraq. 

Army Pfc. Kristian Menchaca was born on 
May 29th, 1983, in Houston, TX, and moved 
to Brownsville with his mother, Maria Guada-
lupe Vasquez, when he was a young boy. He 
attended Gary Job Corps center in San 
Marcos, TX, where he completed the correc-
tional officers training program in six months 
and earned a certificate. He married his wife, 
Christina, three weeks before he joined the 
United States Army with the goal of using his 
military experience to become a Border Patrol 
agent. Pfc. Menchaca will be forever remem-
bered for his service in protecting the free-
doms and ideals of our country and I extend 
my condolences to his family, and to his wife, 
Christina. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have had this 
time to recognize the service of Pfc. Kristian 
Menchaca in the United States Army. 
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HONORING JACKIE DOLLAR HAR-
RISON, DIRECTOR OF CHILD 
START, INC. 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the extraordinary ca-
reer of Jackie Dollar Harrison on the occasion 
of her retirement as Director of Child Start, 
Inc., a Head Start program for Napa and So-
lano counties. Over the last 25 years, Jackie 
Harrison’s commitment to broadening service 
and reaching out to communities has devel-
oped the program into one of the most re-
spected early childhood educational programs 
in the country. 

Mrs. Harrison was born in St. Louis, MO, 
but grew up in Los Angeles, where she 

earned a Bachelors degree from Mt. Saint 
Mary’s College and then her Masters from the 
University of Southern California. The Watts 
riots in 1965 devastated chronically impover-
ished areas in southern Los Angeles; these 
riots were blamed on a lack of education and 
opportunity. Mrs. Harrison’s first job in a long 
career of serving the under-served was as a 
pre-school teacher and curriculum specialist in 
the areas most impacted by rioting. Her work 
with marginalized and under-represented 
groups continued as a special education 
teacher serving children with autism and other 
learning disabilities in central Los Angeles. 

Mr. Speaker, when Jackie Harrison arrived 
in the Napa Valley to direct the child care pro-
gram, things began to change. The develop-
ment of a Head Start program, new pre- and 
post-natal care efforts, and expansion into So-
lano County were direct results of Jackie’s ag-
gressive leadership. In 2000, Jackie led the in-
novative conversion of Napa-Solano Head 
Start into an independent non-profit corpora-
tion, which now operates as a nationally rec-
ognized model for others to follow. Jackie has 
emphasized kids’ education not only through 
the programs, but has worked with parents 
and other community organizations to ensure 
that learning continues in the home. 

Mrs. Harrison once said, ‘‘Anything about 
me, I want to be about the program.’’ Mr. 
Speaker, by that measure, 2005 was an ex-
traordinarily good year. Child Start, Inc. was 
recognized as one of the 40 top programs of 
its kind in the nation, it was the ‘‘Distinguished 
Program’’ recipient for California, it received a 
national ‘‘Program of Achievement Award’’, 
and Jackie herself was recognized with a 
‘‘Lifetime Achievement Award’’ from the Na-
tional Head Start foundation. These testa-
ments to the success of her program are a 
well-deserved acknowledgement of Jackie’s vi-
sion in transforming children’s education and 
opportunities in the Napa Valley. 

Mrs. Harrison has been an active leader for 
the Napa Valley and the State of California, 
sitting on boards and helping direct the devel-
opment of organizations that support the wel-
fare of those whose voices are so often 
drowned out in our society. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time 
that we recognize Jackie Dollar Harrison for 
her remarkable achievements in a career dis-
tinguished by visionary and aggressive leader-
ship for the welfare of our nation’s children. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE D.J. JACOBETTI 
HOME FOR VETERANS 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to an institution in my district that 
serves those who have served the rest of us. 
The D.J. Jacobetti Home for Veterans in Mar-
quette, MI, is celebrating its 25th Anniversary 
Rededication next month. My district is home 
to more veterans than any other Congres-
sional District in Michigan. As such, the D.J. 
Jacobetti Home for Veterans has been indis-
pensable to many of my constituents. 

The D.J. Jacobetti Home for Veterans was 
rededicated in 1981 and was named after 
Dominic J. Jacobetti, the longstanding Chair of 
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the Michigan House of Representatives Appro-
priations Committee. Representative Jacobetti 
was widely acknowledged as an effective ad-
vocate for veterans and for all of northern 
Michigan. 

Before this important facility was established 
in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula (U.P.), the only 
places for a U.P. veteran to go for long-term 
care were Michigan’s Lower Peninsula or Wis-
consin. Only after veterans organizations in 
the Upper Peninsula advocated for and re-
quested this facility did the state of Michigan, 
with help from the Federal Government, estab-
lish the Jacobetti Home for Veterans. With the 
establishment of the Jacobetti Home for Vet-
erans, Michigan became one of the first states 
to have two full-service, long-term care facili-
ties for veterans. 

It is important to note that the Jacobetti 
Home prides itself on truly being a home, not 
just a long-term care facility. The fact that the 
Jacobetti Home refers to its residents as 
‘‘members’’ reflects the philosophy that has 
guided the Jacobetti Home over the last 25 
years. The staff of the Jacobetti Home does 
not refer to residents as ‘‘patients’’ or 
‘‘guests,’’ but as ‘‘members,’’ a title that under-
scores that residents of the Jacobetti Home 
for Veterans truly belong to a larger U.P. com-
munity. 

The Jacobetti Home provides a ceramic 
shop, chapel, puzzle room and a solarium. 
The staff and veteran volunteers of the D.J. 
Jacobetti Home for Veterans provide members 
with outings and classes almost daily. With the 
help of volunteers, watercolor, woodworking, 
and sewing classes are offered as are shop-
ping trips, picnics, and a host of other activi-
ties. 

As of May of this year, the Jacobetti Home 
for Veterans had served 1,950 members. This 
impressive number is a glowing testament to 
the hard work and dedication of the Jacobetti 
staff who have been tireless in their efforts to 
serve Upper Peninsula veterans. 

Dr. James Heron deserves enormous credit 
for leading the Jacobetti Home for nearly two 
decades in a dual capacity as both Director 
and Medical Administrator. Brad Slagle, the 
Director of the facility since August of 2005, 
deserves our support as he leads the organi-
zation into the future. 

As the 25th anniversary of the D.J. Jacobetti 
Home for Veterans draws near, I would also 
like to salute the great number of individuals 
who volunteer thousands of hours each year 
to keep the Jacobetti Home for Veterans run-
ning. Almost every year, I attend the Jacobetti 
Home for Veterans’ annual volunteer apprecia-
tion banquet to recognize the countless hours 
volunteers at the Jacobetti Home give to this 
veterans facility. I am pleased to note the ros-
ter of volunteers grows every year. Only a few 
years ago, area citizens contributed 10,000 
volunteer hours per year to the D.J. Jacobetti 
Home for Veterans. Today, volunteer hours 
have increased to approximately 14,000 hours 
per year. 

Volunteers help with the annual Jacobetti 
trip to the U.P. State Fair, as well as dinner 
nights and fishing trips. Volunteers put on 
Christmas parties, New Year’s parties, Vegas 
nights and bingo. The Jacobetti woodshop is 
run by volunteers. Volunteers are also critical 
to the fundraisers that keep the Jacobetti 
Home operational. So, as all of the Upper Pe-
ninsula prepares to celebrate this 25th Anni-
versary, I tip my hat to the many volunteers 

who contribute so much personal time to 
make the Jacobetti Home such a special place 
for our veterans to live. 

These values of volunteerism, community 
and a responsibility to those who have sac-
rificed for our country are just a few of the 
things that make the D.J. Jacobetti Home for 
Veterans special. Mr. Speaker, as we honor 
our brave fighting men and women serving 
abroad in Iraq and Afghanistan, it is important 
that we not forget them when they return 
home. In that spirit, for 25 years now, the 
Jacobetti facility has truly been a home for 
those who have served our country. Given the 
unique spirit of volunteerism and community 
service exhibited by the staff and volunteers of 
the D.J. Jacobetti Home for Veterans, I know 
we can expect the D.J. Jacobetti Home for 
Veterans to be serving today’s soldiers, when 
they are tomorrow’s veterans, 25 years from 
now. 

Mr. Speaker, I close by asking that you and 
the U.S. House of Representatives join me in 
paying tribute to the D.J. Jacobetti Home for 
Veterans, a facility that truly serves those who 
have served all of us. In this time of conflict, 
it is more vital than ever that we retain those 
values of volunteerism, community and re-
sponsibility—values that the D.J. Jacobetti 
Home for Veterans truly exemplifies. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SCOTT 
SULLIVAN AND JOELLE JARVIS 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Scott Sullivan and Joelle Jarvis for their 
unparallel commitment to serving others. Sul-
livan and Jarvis founded the Corps of Com-
passion, a grass roots organization that is 
helping families in the wake of Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita. The organization is founded 
on the belief of people helping people, and 
making a difference right now. 

Scott and Joelle founded the Corps of Com-
passion after hurricanes Katrina and Rita dev-
astated portions of the Gulf Coast. Their ef-
forts to reach out and assist thousands of dis-
placed Americans from these tragic events 
have inspired so many to help their fellow citi-
zens. Since the hurricanes, the organization 
and its volunteers have provided numerous re-
sources and services. For example, the Corps 
of Compassion has coordinated and sent one 
dozen tractor trailers to Louisiana. These trail-
ers were filled with food, baby products, med-
ical supplies, paper goods, clothing, water and 
furniture for the hurricane victims. The organi-
zation in conjunction with Feed the Relief 
helped and funded almost 10,000 hot meals 
for first responders in New Orleans. 

This incredible organization has also raised 
close to $400,000 in monetary donations for 
emergency assistance and collected over 
$1,000,000 in goods and donated services for 
disaster victims. As a result of their ongoing 
efforts, the group was named by the Las 
Vegas Review Journal as the ‘‘Best Commu-
nity Organization of 2006’’. In addition to do-
nating goods to people, Corps of Compassion 
has helped many families through case man-
agement by connecting them with legal infor-
mation, tax help and informing them of the aid 
for which they qualify. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Scott Sul-
livan and Joelle Jarvis. Their work with Corps 
of Compassion has enriched countless lives 
thrown into turmoil following Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita. I applaud them for their serv-
ice and wish them the best with their contin-
ued mission. 

f 

A BLUEPRINT FOR NASA? 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I made the at-
tached statement in the Space and Aero-
nautics Subcommittee of the House Science 
Committee, regarding the National Academy 
of Science’s Decadal Plan for Aeronautics on 
July 18, 2006. 

Thank you Chairman Calvert, Ranking 
Member Udall, and members of this sub-
committee for the opportunity to speak 
today about aeronautics. Under your leader-
ship, this Congress has been tremendously 
supportive of aeronautics and I am grateful 
for that. I am also grateful to my colleague, 
Representative JoAnn Davis who has fought 
for strong aeronautics programs. 

NASA’s role in aeronautics is fundamental. 
Its research is important because NASA is 
able to develop long term, high-risk enabling 
technologies that the private sector is un-
willing to perform because they are too risky 
or too expensive. In fact, this has histori-
cally been the role of government-sponsored 
research. This is true not only with aero-
nautics but also with pharmaceutical re-
search, defense research, energy research, 
and environmental research. 

When the government sponsored basic re-
search yields information that could lead to 
a service or product with profit potential, 
the private sector transitions from research 
to development in order to bring it to mar-
ket. While it is not always as simple as this, 
it is clear that where there is no basic re-
search, there can be no development. This re-
search has resulted in monumental innova-
tions that affect our daily lives. Its contribu-
tions are especially significant in the areas 
of national security, environmental protec-
tion, and airline safety. 

NASA’s aeronautics programs also con-
tribute substantially to the nation’s econ-
omy. The NASA Glenn Research Center in 
Brook Park, Ohio, for example, is a corner-
stone of the state’s fragile economy and a 
stronghold of aeronautics research. In FY04, 
the economic output of NASA Glenn alone 
was 1.2 billion dollars per year. It was re-
sponsible for over 10,000 jobs and household 
earnings amounted to 568 million dollars. 

Civil aeronautics is also the major contrib-
utor to this sector’s positive balance of 
trade, contributing $29 billion in 2005 alone. 
Aeronautics contributes to a stronger econ-
omy by lowering the cost of transportation, 
enabling a new generation of service based 
industries like e-commerce to flourish by 
performing the research that leads to inex-
pensive and reliable flights. 

These are only a few of the reasons that 
the proposed cuts to aeronautics are so per-
nicious. Many of the recommendations by 
the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) are 
already headed down the path of irrelevancy 
because we simply won’t be able to pay for 
them. We will be feeling the effects of the 
proposed cuts—about 25% in FY07 alone—im-
mediately in terms of economic jolts and 
then in the long term from the loss of inno-
vation. In addition, the Administration’s 
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projected further decline of aeronautics re-
search in the out years erodes our workforce 
by sending a clear signal that funding in the 
long term is unstable at best, a concern 
echoed by the NAS reports. Our NASA work-
force is the reason for our aeronautics domi-
nance. It is that simple. But the cuts are al-
ready causing us to struggle against rising 
expertise in countries like China as well as 
an aging scientific and technical workforce 
at NASA. 

This subcommittee and this Congress have 
spoken unequivocally in the past few years 
on this issue by keeping aeronautics strong 
in NASA authorization and appropriations 
bills. Yet the NASA budget requests have 
not changed. We are still underfunding the 
Vision for Space Exploration, forcing the 
agency to take money from smaller pro-
grams like aeronautics, the first A in NASA. 
In the process, we run the risk of taking 
away one of NASA’s great strengths—diver-
sity. If NASA becomes a one trick pony fo-
cused almost exclusively on space explo-
ration, NASA as a whole is vulnerable to po-
litical wind shifts. 

Our priority should be to correct this. Ear-
lier this year, I attempted to offer a bipar-
tisan amendment to increase funding for aer-
onautics in the Budget Resolution by $179 
million dollars, which would have left fund-
ing flat for FY07. But it was blocked by the 
Rules Committee. However, the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee reported a bill last 
week that adds 1 billion dollars to cover the 
emergency costs associated with the loss of 
space shuttle Columbia. That would free up 
money for Aeronautics. It also included a 
ban on involuntary reductions in force, pro-
tecting the most valuable part of NASA, its 
world-class workforce. The House should 
support these provisions in conference. 

In the long term, my hope is that this sub-
committee will continue to defend aero-
nautics at NASA. I will most certainly do 
what I can to help. 

f 

HONORING OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
PARISH AND 100 YEARS OF COM-
MUNITY SERVICE 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the distinguished history of the Our 
Lady of Victory Parish on the occasion of its 
100th Anniversary. Over the last century, Our 
Lady of Victory has provided spiritual guidance 
and quality education to generations of fami-
lies throughout the Jefferson Park and Portage 
Park communities on the north side of the City 
of Chicago. 

Our Lady of Victory was originally estab-
lished on September 10, 1906 as a mission of 
the Saint Edward’s Parish. Reverend Martin 
M. Lennartz served as this Catholic commu-
nity’s inaugural Pastor. Its first Eucharistic 
celebrations were held in an unassuming hall 
located at the corner of Milwaukee and Law-
rence Avenues. 

It was not until 1907, and the community ef-
forts of Elizabeth Massmann, that the con-
gregation was renamed, ‘‘Our Lady of Vic-
tory,’’ after her memory and the name of her 
childhood church located in the state of Ohio. 

The cornerstone of Our Lady of Victory’s 
current location was laid on May 22, 1910. 
The three story structure located at 4444 

North Laramie Avenue is now but one of the 
parish’s many buildings. 

Today, Our Lady of Victory serves approxi-
mately two hundred elementary school aged 
students. It has served over 3,000 families 
throughout the Chicagoland area in its one 
hundred year history. 

And on October 8, 2006, parishioners and 
distinguished leaders of our community will 
come together to celebrate this momentous 
anniversary. The Gala Centennial Dinner will 
take place at the Hyatt Regency O’Hare. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the citizens of the 
north side of Chicago and the constituents of 
the Fifth Congressional District of Illinois, I 
wish to recognize the Our Lady of Victory Par-
ish and its Centennial celebration. I wish all 
the best for its clergy, for its families, and for 
its success in the future. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO DOUG DASH 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Doug Dash, a man who has served his 
community and his country for nearly 30 
years. 

Doug is a graduate of West Chester State 
College. He was a teacher in Pennsauken, NJ 
and is the proud grandfather of a beautiful four 
and a half year old girl. During his time serv-
ing his community as a letter carrier, Doug 
has also been the Congressional Liaison for 
the Cherry Hill Postal Service. Mr. Dash 
began serving his community as a postal em-
ployee after he had already served his country 
in the armed forces for two years, receiving a 
Purple Heart after one year in Vietnam. Doug 
has been serving Cherry Hill and the First 
Congressional District of New Jersey since 
1979. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Doug Dash today 
for all that he has done for The First Congres-
sional District of New Jersey and our country. 
Doug’s life of service is worthy of admiration, 
and in addition to being a constituent and col-
league, I am proud to call Doug Dash a friend. 

f 

HONORING LEWIS EDWARD 
JORDAN 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the extraordinary life and work of Lewis Ed-
ward Jordan. In a time and place when it was 
a rarity for an African American to operate a 
business, Lewis broke boundaries in the world 
of business. He used his acquired wealth to 
help lift the community as a whole and to in-
still the same optimism in others that drove 
him to accomplish so much. He passed away 
on June 20, 2006. 

Lewis was born on September 7, 1914 in 
Oakville, Maryland. Lewis faced tremendous 
adversity as a child and teenager, living in 
southern Maryland after slavery with his 

grandparents, who were slaves themselves. 
As a child he had very little money, and he 
only received an eighth grade education be-
cause the county where he lived, Saint Mary’s 
County, had no high school for African Ameri-
cans. 

As a young adult, Lewis moved to Wash-
ington, D.C. He married Catherine Frederick in 
1936 and fathered three children, Frederick, 
Andre, and Monica. It was in Washington, 
D.C. that his great creativity and vision would 
help him find success in his various entrepre-
neurial ventures. He was successful in many 
different businesses, including a taxicab com-
pany, a coal distribution company, mobile mar-
kets that served urban communities, a bar and 
restaurant, and eventually a trucking company. 
Lewis had the bravery to start these compa-
nies at a time in our nation’s history when, un-
fortunately, many thought that a man like 
Lewis should only work for these companies 
rather than be the man at the helm, and his 
courage deserves recognition. 

Lewis received many accolades for his work 
during and after his life. For his work on the 
decoration of the Blair House, he received a 
personal commendation by President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt. In addition, as a testament to 
his business skill, his trucking company was 
awarded the contracts for work on the Sam 
Rayburn Congressional Building as well as 
many other important Washington D.C. struc-
tures. Also, he received a tacit compliment 
from the business community when his ‘‘mo-
bile market’’ concept for serving groceries to 
underserved neighborhoods was replicated by 
many. 

Even when engaging in business, Lewis 
was socially conscious and sought to do busi-
ness in a humane way. His mobile market 
business bloomed into all different sorts of 
philanthropic works. He became known for de-
livering fresh fruits and vegetables to families 
of need in northeast Washington, D.C., and in 
1996 he started the Frederick and Jordan 
Families Fund. The fund is administered by 
the San Francisco Foundation, and focuses 
specifically on helping African American com-
munities in areas of homelessness, at-risk 
youth, and food programs. 

In his golden years, Lewis stayed busy, 
serving as chairman of the Frederick and Jor-
dan Families Fund and writing his own book, 
From Slave Days to Present Days, the Roots 
of the Jordan Family, which is considered to 
be one of the few works portraying the lives of 
African Americans in Maryland after slavery. 

In addition to his business and philanthropic 
efforts, Lewis was a loving father. His love and 
care are reflected in the success of his chil-
dren. Andre Jordan became the highest-rank-
ing African American federal law enforcement 
official in the United States; Frederick started 
a civil engineering and construction manage-
ment firm, which was the first African Amer-
ican owned firm of that sort on the West 
Coast; and Monica is the Assistant General 
Counsel of a federal agency. 

For his vision in business, his giving spirit, 
and his love of family and others, I am hum-
bled to honor Lewis Edward Jordan. On behalf 
of California’s 9th U.S. Congressional District, 
I am proud to add my voice to the countless 
others who have united in thanks, respect, 
and praise for this pioneering individual, Lewis 
Edward Jordan. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO SAM AND 

LOIS RUVOLO 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my dear friends Sam and Lois Ruvolo 
as they celebrate their 50th wedding anniver-
sary. 

Sam and Lois met in Cleveland, Ohio, the 
city they were both born and raised. After a 
chance meeting at the local community center, 
where Lois was a secretary, they were mar-
ried six months later at the Holy Name Church 
on August 11, 1956. 

After serving in the United States Army from 
1950–1952, Sam taught school and coached 
football at the high school, college, and pro 
levels for 32 years. In 1988, Sam and Lois 
both decided to retire. They sold their resi-
dence in California and traveled the United 
States, Canada, and Mexico in their motor 
home, finally settling in Henderson, Nevada in 
1991 at the insistence of Sam’s brother Pat. 

Sam is active with the Knights of Columbus, 
and the American Legion, serving as Com-
mander of Post 40 in Henderson, State Com-
mander of Nevada, and most recently as the 
Alternate National Executive Committee mem-
ber. He has also been reappointed to serve on 
the Governor’s Committee of the Southern Ne-
vada Veterans Cemetery. 

Lois is active with the Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas, volunteers at the St. Viator 
Church, and is an auxiliary member of the 
American Legion’s Unit 40. 

Of all their accomplishments, Sam and Lois 
are most proud of their four children, Margaret 
Mary Janshen, Joseph Robert, Thomas Jo-
seph, and John Salvatore. They also love and 
enjoy their seven grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize two 
wonderful people who I have known for many 
years on their coming wedding anniversary 
and also for their service to the community of 
Southern Nevada. I wish them many more joy-
ful years of marriage. 

f 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE DRUG, LUCENTIS 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I sent the at-
tached letter to the Director of the National 
Eye Institute, inquiring about the role of pub-
licly funded research in the development of 
the drug on July 12, 2005. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, July 12, 2006. 
Dr. PAUL A. SIEVING, M.D., Ph.D. 
Director, National Eye Institute, National Insti-

tutes of Health, Bethesda, Maryland 
DEAR DR. SIEVING: I write to request your 

assistance in understanding NIH’s contribu-
tion to research and development of the 
drug, Lucentis. According to your website, 
‘‘the NEI alone has spent nearly $95 million 
and has sponsored more than 300 research 
studies that have investigated 
neovascularization in the eye.’’ The studies 

have ‘‘discovered specific biological path-
ways and proteins that trigger the growth of 
new blood vessels.’’ Specifically, a protein 
called vascular endothelial growth factor 
(VEGF) was found to be ‘‘important in the 
growth of new blood vessels in retinal degen-
erative diseases such as advanced AMD. The 
abnormal blood vessels leak blood and fluid, 
causing severe vision loss.’’ Subsequently, 
‘‘several pharmaceutical companies began 
developing anti-VEGF therapies.’’ 

Please provide a detailed overview of the 
research NIH has funded in this area. Please 
also indicate whether NIH supported any of 
the research that led to the Lucentis pat-
ents, or any of the research that was under-
taken by Genentech or partners, including 
support for clinical testing, related to 
Lucentis. The intent is not to be able to re-
view the findings of each of the relevant 
studies. Rather, it is to understand the role 
and contribution of NIH in the development 
of this important product. 

Thank you for your assistance and your 
time. 

Sincerely, 
DENNIS J. KUCINICH, 

Member of Congress. 
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RECOGNIZING BRADLEY BAILEY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Bradley Bailey of Kansas City, 
Missouri. Over the past few months, Brad has 
served as my office intern. In aiding the day 
to day operations of the office, he has worked 
with enthusiasm and dedication. His efforts to 
represent my office have been commended by 
both my staff and our constituents. 

As a student at Central Missouri State Uni-
versity, Brad has been pursuing a degree in 
Political Science with a minor in Criminal Jus-
tice and came to Washington, DC, this sum-
mer after interning in my Liberty District office 
in 2005. His ambition and interest in politics 
and government have made him a welcome 
addition to my office. He has a true commit-
ment to public service and his enthusiasm in 
helping the people of the 6th District is some-
thing to be admired. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
recognizing Bradley Bailey. He has been great 
to have in the office and his efforts are much 
appreciated. I have no doubt that his future 
ambitions to work in Federal Law Enforcement 
will be fulfilled. He will certainly be missed and 
I would like to ask the House of Representa-
tives to join me in thanking him for all of his 
hard work and dedication. I am honored to 
represent him in the United States Congress. 
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TRIBUTE TO TRINITY EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH OF LAWRENCE, KANSAS, 
UPON THE CELEBRATION OF ITS 
150TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the Trinity Eptscopal 
Church of Lawrence, Kansas, which on Au-

gust 20th will celebrate its 150th year of serv-
ing Kansans attending the University of Kan-
sas as well as residents of Lawrence. 

Lawrence has a long and vibrant history of 
religious diversity, dating back to its founding 
prior to the Civil War by immigrants who 
sought to establish Kansas as a state where 
slavery was prohibited. I am pleased to have 
this opportunity to place into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD an article originally published 
in the Lawrence Journal-World which details 
the history of several of Lawrence’s original 
congregations, including Trinity Episcopal 
Church. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to have this op-
portunity to share this history with the House 
and I commend the members of Trinity Epis-
copal Church as they prepare to celebrate 150 
years of service to the people of Lawrence 
and the University of Kansas. 
[From the Lawrence Journal-World, Sept. 19, 

2004] 

CITY CHURCHES TRACE ROOTS TO PIONEER 
DAYS 

(By Jim Baker) 

Lawrence was born from the reaction be-
tween pro-slavery forces and abolitionists 
fighting for control over the future of the 
Kansas Territory—and the city’s early 
churches were the catalyst. 

The struggles of the abolitionists, in Law-
rence’s opening decades, set the course for 
many congregations that went on to flourish 
in the ensuing 150 years. 

In 1854, the New England Emigrant Aid 
Company sent a hardy band of 29 men to 
found a city in the Kansas Territory, hoping 
to settle the land with as many abolitionists 
as possible. The hope was that when the ter-
ritory eventually achieved statehood, Kansas 
would be a free state. 

Among the men recruited by Amos Law-
rence, a wealthy merchant based in Boston, 
were Unitarians, Methodists and Congrega-
tionalists. The most prominent Unitarian 
among them was Charles Robinson, who 
would become the first governor of Kansas. 

It took the group about two weeks to reach 
a site here, and then its members set up 
housing in order to establish a beachhead for 
abolitionists. 

The Unitarian Church—known as the Uni-
tarian Society in Lawrence—was founded in 
1856, the year that a stone church was built 
at what is now Ninth and Ohio streets. The 
church also was used by the Congregation-
alists and Methodists. The first minister was 
the Rev. Ephraim Nute. 

‘‘Certainly in the early years, Unitarians 
were instrumental in building the schools, 
fostering abolitionism, providing aid for the 
Underground Railroad and settlers of the ab-
olitionist persuasion. The Unitarian Church 
was used as a hospital in the aftermath of 
Quantrill’s Raid (Aug. 21, 1863),’’ said Carol 
Huettner, administrator of the Unitarian 
Fellowship of Lawrence, 1263 N. 1100 Road. 

‘‘I think that the idea of tolerance, inclu-
sion and basic fairness is part and parcel of 
the mindset of Lawrence, and I believe that 
comes in a straight, unbroken line from the 
first Unitarian settlers here. Lawrence would 
not have been founded were it not for Uni-
tarians.’’ 

IMPRESSIVE HERITAGE 

The history of three of Lawrence’s oldest 
churches also is rooted in the epic clash be-
tween those who wanted Kansas to be a slave 
state and those who were ‘‘free-staters.’’ 

The founders of Plymouth Congregational 
Church, 925 Vt., came to Kansas to swell the 
ranks of settlers opposed to slavery. They 
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were among the group sent out by the New 
England Emigrant Aid Company. 

‘‘They were abolitionists, and they came to 
Lawrence in 1854. Lawrence was a frontier 
town, and the only place where they could 
meet was a building made out of hay, with a 
thatched roof. That’s where the church 
started,’’ said the Rev. Peter Luckey, Plym-
outh’s senior pastor. 

Plymouth was founded Oct. 15, 1854. The 
church, like the city itself, is celebrating its 
sesquicentennial this year. 

Plymouth’s historic sanctuary, designed 
by noted Kansas architect John G. Haskell, 
was built in 1870—only 7 years after 
Quantrill’s Raid on the city. 

‘‘The pastor at the time was Richard 
Cordley (the church’s second pastor, who 
came in 1857), and he was a very strong, abo-
litionist preacher. It can be argued that part 
of what brought William Quantrill to Law-
rence is they were intent on getting him. 
They actually came to his house,’’ Luckey 
said. 

Plymouth, which today has 1,200 members, 
has been at the same location since 1870. 

First Baptist Church, 1330 Kasold Drive, is 
a year younger than Plymouth—it was 
founded in June 1855 and will celebrate its 
150th anniversary next year—and traces its 
roots back to the conflict between pro-slav-
ery and abolitionist forces. 

‘‘We had seven founding members in 1855. 
One of them was actually murdered in 
Quantrill’s Raid, though the (original) 
church at Eighth and Kentucky wasn’t 
harmed,’’ says the Rev. Marcus McFaul, 
First Baptist’s senior pastor, and the 30th 
full-time pastor in the church’s history. 

‘‘Lawrence, Kansas, and the Christian ex-
perience in this town in many ways does re-
flect what I would call classic, liberal Chris-
tianity. Our founders really did embrace the 
dignity and worth of all people. That’s a 
pretty significant thing in 1855 on the fron-
tier, when everybody thought Kansas was 
going to be like Missouri, a slave state.’’ 

First Baptist’s original sponsoring denomi-
national group came from Boston, home to 
many abolitionists, and this influenced the 
course the congregation was to take. 

McFaul said he was conscious of his 
church’s history and legacy. 

‘‘It’s almost overwhelming, because you’re 
made very much aware that you stand on the 
shoulders of all those pastors who went be-
fore you.’’ 

Another Lawrence congregation that was 
directly affected by the battle over slavery is 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 1011 Vt., founded 
in 1857. 

‘‘All of our parish records were burned in 
Quantrill’s Raid. Everything was burned. We 
lost all the documents, baptism certificates, 
all of that was burned. They had to start 
again,’’ said the Rev. Jonathon Jensen, who 
is the 19th rector in the church’s history. 

Trinity Episcopal has been in downtown 
Lawrence nearly as long as the city itself 
has existed. The church was formed, and the 
present lot of Vermont Street was pur-
chased, in 1857. 

The church’s first building was consecrated 
and opened for service July 29, 1859. The 
present building in the Gothic Revival style 
was begun in 1870 and completed in 1873. 

Jensen is proud of Trinity Episcopal’s long 
history, and he often reflects on the church’s 
founders and past rectors. 

‘‘I feel a connection with all those who’ve 
gone before us, and it reminds me of all of 
those who will come after us. It feels much 
larger than myself,’’ he said. 

RICH HISTORY 
Plymouth is not the only Lawrence church 

celebrating a sesquicentennial anniversary 
this year. So is First United Methodist 
Church, 946 Vt. 

‘‘We consider our history as beginning with 
the arrival of the Rev. William Goode and 
the Rev. James Griffing to Lawrence on Nov. 
7, 1854. They held revival services here in No-
vember and December of 1854. The church 
charter was actually in 1855, but we have al-
ways celebrated our history as starting in 
1854,’’ said Jerry Niebaum, co-chairman of 
First United Methodist’s sesquicentennial 
committee. 

Goode was appointed to the Kansas-Ne-
braska district of the Methodist Church. 
Griffing was a circuit rider, traveling be-
tween communities from Lawrence to near 
Junction City. He was a preacher on horse-
back, who rode the countryside and preached 
the Gospel throughout the territory. 

‘‘Our first framed church was built in 1858 
where the Southwestern Bell tower is down-
town. If you look at the Harper’s Bazaar 
(magazine) drawing of Quantrill’s Raid, you 
see the Methodist church right in the center 
of the destruction. It was not damaged at all, 
and it was used as a morgue for the victims 
of the raid. They moved out the pews to 
make room for the bodies,’’ Niebaum said. 

A brick church was built in 1865 where the 
Masonic Temple now stands, 1001 Mass., and 
it was used until 1891, when the congregation 
moved into its present stone structure at 946 
Vt. 

First United Methodist has now been in 
the same downtown church for 113 years. 

‘‘History doesn’t excite a lot of people, but 
yes, there are many here who understand the 
rich history that we have,’’ Niebaum said. 

SENSE OF BELONGING 
For black settlers who migrated to Law-

rence in the city’s early years, the churches 
they formed offered much more than simply 
a place to worship. 

They offered a safe haven for the expres-
sion of culture, opportunities for leadership 
and education, as well as a place for social, 
political and, later, civil rights activities. 

‘‘African-American churches are important 
in every community, especially if you go 
back in history. There was a time when 
blacks didn’t have much of a social role out-
side the church. They needed some place of 
stability, some place that they felt was their 
own,’’ said the Rev. William Dulin, pastor of 
Calvary Church of God in Christ, 646 Ala. 

‘‘If it hadn’t been for the black churches 
that offered a feeling that they belonged, 
blacks who came to this area probably 
wouldn’t have stayed here. Churches gave 
them a sense of spiritual guidance, as well as 
some roots. The city might have been dif-
ferent today if we hadn’t had some of those 
churches.’’ 

The earliest black churches in Lawrence 
that have maintained continuous congrega-
tions—despite name changes and physical re-
locations—date back almost to the founding 
of the city itself. 

St. Luke AME Church, 900 N.Y., and Ninth 
Street Baptist Church, 847 Ohio, were both 
founded in 1862. 

Other black congregations founded in the 
city’s early years are: St. James AME 
Church, North Seventh and Maple streets, 
established in 1865; First Regular Missionary 
Baptist Church (originally located at 416 
Lincoln), founded in 1868; and Second Chris-
tian Church, 1245 Conn., (it has also changed 
locations), organized in 1897. 

The Rev. Reginald Bachus, as pastor of 
First Regular Missionary Baptist Church, 
1646 Vt., is the leader of a congregation with 
a venerable history. The church will cele-
brate its 136th anniversary in October. 

He reflected on the meaning of churches to 
Lawrence’s black residents, particularly dur-
ing a time when they were largely shunned 
by the city’s whites. 

‘‘In the life of the African-American com-
munity, especially 150 years ago, the church 

was really the only place that they could feel 
comfortable, express themselves and have a 
sense of belonging in society. Many times, 
people could exercise their talents and lead-
ership abilities, which they couldn’t do in a 
secular setting,’’ Bachus said. 

Alice Fowler, historian of First Regular 
Missionary Baptist Church as well as a mem-
ber of the congregation for the past 50 years, 
agreed with her pastor’s assessment. 

‘‘The (black) church was the social and po-
litical outlet, the congregating place of Afri-
can-Americans. It was a church, a school and 
a way to inform people of events that were 
going on in the community,’’ she said. 

‘‘There was very large participation in 
events for the church, such as vacation Bible 
school and church picnics. There weren’t a 
lot of activities that African-Americans 
could take part in (in the wider community). 
So churches provided their own resources for 
African-Americans during the (city’s) early 
years.’’ 
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IN HONOR OF CARL POHLHAMMER 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
praise the work of Carl Pohlhammer, one of 
the pillars of my California Central Coast dis-
trict. Carl is one of those Americans who em-
bodies the meaning of the word citizenship; 
who works from humble circumstances to 
strengthen the quality of our democracy. I am 
privileged to be able to call Carl a friend. 

Carl and I both share a common point of 
personal history having mothers who both 
chose the San Francisco Bay Area as our port 
of entry into the world. And while my parents 
had the good sense to move our family to the 
Monterey Peninsula in the late 1940s, Carl left 
it to the U.S. Navy to decide. 

In 1963, Carl arrived at the Naval Post-
graduate School as a Navy Lieutenant and 
Assistant Professor where he taught political 
science. That same year, Carl also began 
teaching political science down the road at 
Monterey Peninsula College, the Monterey Pe-
ninsula’s community college. Carl eventually 
left the Navy, but has continued to teach to 
this day, despite his nominal retirement in 
1995. 

Prior to arriving in Monterey, Carl graduated 
cum laude from San Jose State University fol-
lowed by the University of California at Berke-
ley. He married Anita Arellano, his college 
sweetheart, in 1954, and then spent a year in 
France, courtesy of the U.S. Army. 

Since arriving on the Monterey Peninsula, 
Carl has been active in numerous community 
campaigns and organizations. Perhaps his 
most infamous effort was to chair the 1968 
‘bourbon renewal’ campaign to convince his 
adopted hometown of Pacific Grove to allow 
the sale of alcoholic beverages. Always active 
Democrats, Carl and Anita attended both of 
the Clinton inaugurals. Anita was a delegate to 
the 1984 Democratic Convention in San Fran-
cisco. Carl has been a member of the Mon-
terey County Democratic Central Committee 
since 1996, and was Chair from 2001 to just 
this year. 

Mr. Speaker, every member of the House 
knows from their own district the crucially im-
portant role that civically involved volunteers 
play in the life of their own communities. Our 
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democracy depends on them. Carl is one of 
those people who deserve the Nation’s grati-
tude for his public service as a community ac-
tivist. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF STAFF SGT. 
ROBERT J. CHIOMENTO 

HON. CURT WELDON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today with great sadness and tremen-
dous gratitude to honor the life of a brave 
young man, Staff Sgt. Robert J. Chiomento. 
He died fighting the Taliban on July 17, 2006 
in Khwaya Ahmad, Afghanistan, when his pa-
trol encountered enemy forces using rocket- 
propelled grenades and mortars. Staff Sgt. 
Chiomento was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 
4th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat 
Team, 10th Mountain Division, Fort Polk, Lou-
isiana. He was supporting Operation Enduring 
Freedom. 

Every soldier that passes away has a story 
behind him, and has a family. The news of 
Staff Sgt. Chiomento’s death was relayed to 
me by his cousin, Thomas Chiomento, my 
good friend and constituent. Thom remembers 
his hero cousin as a third-generation who has 
fought in combat. Their grandfather served as 
a Marine in the Pacific during World War II 
and his father served in Vietnam. We must not 
forget the individual stories of these soldiers 
who have served our country with courage 
and honor. Staff Sgt. Chiomento was a brave 
and gifted soldier who was awarded the 
Bronze Star, a Purple Heart and the Combat 
Infantrymen’s Badge. He was the kind of sol-
dier that boosted our pride in being an Amer-
ican. 

Mr. Speaker, Staff Sgt. Robert J. Chiomento 
exemplified the spirit of service that has made 
this country great. It is proper to remember 
and honor a man of such worth and character 
with great respect for what he stood for. Our 
pride in Robert shall certainly live on—his life, 
his courage, his sacrifice and strength of char-
acter. The example of his citizenship and dedi-
cation to duty will be his enduring legacy. We 
will not forget his sacrifice. Mr. Speaker, at 
this time I ask you and my other distinguished 
colleagues to join me in honoring the memory, 
life and service of Staff Sgt. Robert J. 
Chiomento—‘‘an American hero,’’ and in send-
ing our heartfelt condolences to his wife, Staci, 
his two daughters, Ambre and Syleste, his en-
tire family, his friends, and community. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CAROL 
WATSON 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. PORTER Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Carol Watson for her service in the 
United States Marine Corps and subsequent 
volunteer work. 

Carol enlisted in the Marine Corps imme-
diately after graduating high school in 1952. 
After completing boot camp at Parris Island, 

South Carolina and Motor Transport School at 
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, she was as-
signed to Washington, DC as a staff car driv-
er. Following her honorable discharge, Carol 
attended college under the GI Bill and subse-
quently entered the U.S. Postal Service. While 
with the Postal Service, Carol’s hard work and 
dedication was recognized as she was pro-
moted to Manager and ultimately Post Master. 

Upon retiring from government service in 
1992, Carol began a new career in vol-
unteerism. After volunteering for 8 years at the 
Long Beach California Memorial Hospital and 
Teaching 55/Alive for AARP, she moved to 
Las Vegas and continued her work. Carol 
joined the Women Marine Association and the 
Women Veterans of Nevada. Her strong de-
sire to assist her fellow veterans also prompt-
ed her to join the Veterans Administration (VA) 
as a Deputy Representative and volunteer at 
the VA Women’s Clinic. 

Earlier this year, Carol became the Presi-
dent of the local Sagebrush Chapter of the 
Women Marine Association and the Area Di-
rector for Arizona, New Mexico, Utah and Ne-
vada. Some of her duties include recruiting 
new members nationwide as well as inter-
acting with other volunteer groups. She is also 
working on fundraisers for the WMA to send 
packages to Iraq and for veterans here at 
home. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Carol 
Watson. Her service to the people of the 
United States is to be applauded and her sub-
sequent volunteerism is commendable. I thank 
her for her efforts and wish her the best in fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF ARMY STAFF SGT. 
ERIC CABAN 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the courage of a young hero from my 
district. On July 19, 2006, the Department of 
Defense declared that Army Staff Sergeant 
Eric Caban (United States Army, 3rd Battalion, 
7th Special Forces) died from injuries that he 
suffered the previous day during a combat re-
connaissance patrol in Southern Afghanistan. 

A native of Manhattan, NY, Caban moved to 
Fort Worth with his family when he was 3 
years old. A year after graduating from Fort 
Worth Paschal High School in 1997, Caban 
enlisted in the Army. His first assignment was 
with the 75th Ranger Regiment, where he 
served in a sniper platoon and was a team 
leader. His first deployment to Afghanistan oc-
curred in October 2001. In that assignment, 
Caban participated as an airborne ranger who 
did a combat jump in what is described as an 
‘‘operation that took the strategically important 
Kandahar Airfield.’’ 

Following his assignment in Afghanistan, 
Caban left the Army in 2002 to attend the Uni-
versity of Texas at Arlington. However, after a 
year in college, Caban decided his love was 
the military and he re-enlisted in 2004. Initially, 
he was a sniper instructor. He then enrolled in 
the Special Forces Qualifications Course and 
in March 2006, became a sergeant in the Spe-
cial Forces—better known as the Green Be-
rets—and returned to Afghanistan. During his 

career he earned the Army Commendation 
Medal, three Army Achievement Medals and, 
posthumously, the Bronze Star Medal for 
valor, the Purple Heart, the Meritorious Serv-
ice Medal and the Combat Infantryman Badge. 

His family and friends describe Caban as 
someone who was committed to defending his 
country and to battling alongside his fellow 
soldiers. It is these qualities of incredible cour-
age, strength, and pride in serving his country 
that we see in young heroes like Eric Caban 
that makes us appreciate the freedoms we 
enjoy here at home. 

I am proud to honor Sergeant Caban’s serv-
ice to the United States of America and to de-
fending freedom around the world. He will not 
be forgotten. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO 7TH ANNUAL SUPPLY 
OUR STUDENTS CONCERT 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. CUELLAR Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 7TH Annual Supply Our Students 
Concert, which ‘‘ will be held on August 2, 
2006, in Laredo, Texas. 

I commend Judge Danny Valdez, the lead 
organizer of the Supply Our Students (S.O.S.) 
Concert for making it one of the most suc-
cessful fundraising initiatives in providing 
school supplies to the neediest students in the 
City of Laredo. He has helped make this con-
cert possible for the past 7 years, and eased 
the worries of many parents about providing 
school supplies for the coming school year. 

The children we educate today are our fu-
ture, and we must endeavor to make sure that 
they are on the path to success by providing 
them the tools they need in order to accom-
plish their educational goals. I am proud of the 
support the community has shown for the 
Supply Our Students Concert and the involve-
ment of the music industry in making this a 
successful venture. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have had this 
time to honor the support of the community for 
the Supply Our Students Concert on August 2, 
2006. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THAT ON SEP-
TEMBER 11TH AMERICANS 
SHOULD HONOR OUR FIRST CALL 
RESPONDERS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today for the solemn purpose of recog-
nizing the heroic sacrifices and ongoing efforts 
of America’s First Call Responders. 

Mr. Speaker, the terrorist attacks against the 
United States on September 11, 2001 claimed 
the lives of hundreds of fire fighters, law en-
forcement officers and Emergency Medical 
Services personnel. These First Call Respond-
ers have a long history of honorable and self-
less service to the United States. This service 
has continued at a high standard, and these 
First Call Responders should be commended. 
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Mr. Speaker, these unsung heroes deserve 

our recognition for their commitment and per-
sonal sacrifice. Their efforts are vital to the 
peace and well-being of all humanity. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time 
that we recognize the sacrifices of America’s 
First Call Responders, and I call on our fellow 
citizens to join in remembering them this Sep-
tember 11th. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SAINT PAUL’S 
EPISCOPAL 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a northern Michigan treasure that 
has enjoyed a rich legacy of community serv-
ice and outreach. 

Next month, Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church 
in Marquette, Michigan will celebrate its 150th 
anniversary. For a century and a half, this 
local landmark has served as a place of wor-
ship for the residents of Marquette and the 
surrounding communities. The story of St. 
Paul’s, in many ways, parallels the story of 
Marquette. As the Marquette community grew, 
so too did St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, serv-
ing the community’s spiritual needs and many 
of its material needs. 

Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church, or simply St. 
Paul’s as locals call it, can be traced back, in 
one form or another, to 1851, when a small 
group of some of the first settlers in Mar-
quette, Michigan began holding services at 
various sites throughout Marquette. Some of 
these earliest services were held aboard the 
steamships Planet and Napoleon as they were 
anchored in Marquette’s harbor. 

In 1856, St. Paul’s hired its first rector. The 
sponsor of the first rector, Charles Trowbridge, 
stipulated that the rector would hold services 
each week at Collinsville, a community of 300 
people 3 miles north of Marquette. One of 
Marquette’s other early residents, Peter King, 
took on the challenge of ensuring that the rec-
tor arrived in Collinsville each week. This 
weekly trek occasionally required travel by dog 
sled. 

In August of 1856, St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church was incorporated into the City of Mar-
quette. Work began on a wooden frame edi-
fice at the location of the present church on 
Marquette’s Ridge Street. Establishing a 
church in the frontier community of Marquette 
was a challenge, but the church was assisted 
by gifts from Episcopal churches in downstate 
Michigan as well as by gifts from other par-
ishes as far away as New York and Boston. 

By 1874, St. Paul’s and Marquette were 
thriving and the church had outgrown its origi-
nal small frame church. The original St. Paul’s 
structure was purchased by German 
Lutherans and moved two blocks away. Con-
struction then began on the present-day 
church. On Christmas, 1875, the new church 
held its inaugural services. Since that day, St. 
Paul’s has remained a prominent feature of 
the Marquette community. 

In 1907, St. Paul’s conceived, financed and 
built the Guild Hall, a structure that many say 
was the first community building erected in 
Marquette. Built under the leadership of the 
Reverend Bates Burt, the Guild Hall provided 

a meeting place for the people of Marquette. 
The Guild Hall housed a reading room, an as-
sembly room, a stage and recreation facilities 
including a swimming pool, gymnasium, bil-
liard tables and bowling alley. In the words of 
Reverend Burt, the Guild Hall was meant to 
‘‘provide facilities where people could meet 
and work in a social way, a clubhouse for the 
Parish where it could do efficient work not 
once in seven days, but every day.’’ 

Today, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church remains 
an important part of the fabric of the Mar-
quette community. The church actively sup-
ports Habitat for Humanity and works to pro-
vide medical care for the uninsured through 
the Medical Care Access Coalition. The 
church operates the Camp New Day Upper 
Peninsula Program, which provides urban chil-
dren of residents of the State’s penal institu-
tions with a recreational experience in Michi-
gan’s north woods. The church has reached 
out beyond its borders to provide support for 
at-risk children in places as far away as Hon-
duras, Haiti and the Sudan and to provide an 
annual market for third world craftspeople. 

Mr. Speaker, the spirit and philosophy of St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church is reflected in its 
motto: Gathered by Grace; Sent Forth to 
Serve. Since those early days aboard steam-
ships in Marquette’s harbor to its current loca-
tion at Ridge Street, St. Paul’s has lived by 
that motto, serving as a spiritual foundation 
and community anchor for the people of Mar-
quette. As its members prepare to celebrate 
the 150th anniversary of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church I would ask, Mr. Speaker, that you and 
the entire U.S. House of Representatives join 
me in celebrating the church’s many contribu-
tions to the Marquette community and in pay-
ing tribute to the rich historical legacy of St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, its members and 
many acts of faith. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DAN HYDE 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Dan Hyde for his outstanding serv-
ice to Southern Nevada by coordinating the 
City of Las Vegas Alternative Fuel Program, 
which received the 2006 National Innovation 
Award. 

Dan was raised in San Diego, California. He 
attended and graduated from Clairemont High 
School in 1967. He then attended San Diego 
Mesa College; soon afterwards he transferred 
and continued his studies at San Diego State 
University. In 1993, while working as the Fleet 
Manager at the University of California San 
Diego, he took the Fleet Manager position with 
the City of Las, Vegas. Dan has been the co-
ordinator for the Las Vegas Regional Clean 
Cites Coalition (LVRCCC) since its inception 
in 1993, and has been the Executive Director 
of the LVRCCC since 2000. 

The City of Las Vegas’ Alternative Fuel Pro-
gram has been a passion of Dan’s since tak-
ing the Fleet Manager position. Due to Dan’s 
efforts, the City of Las Vegas is emerging as 
a leader that has, and is developing an Amer-
ican fuels culture with compressed natural 
gas, biodiesel, and hydrogen power that is 
predominantly derived from domestically pro-
duced energy sources. 

Dan is active in the community and serves 
on various committees including Chairman of 
the Regional Transportation Commission’s 
Citizens Advisory Committee, mentor in the 
National School to Careers Program, the City 
of Henderson’s Senior’s Advisory Committee, 
the Clark County Air Quality Forum and Tech-
nical Advisory Sub-Committee, the City of Las 
Vegas’ Air Quality Team, volunteering for the 
Radio Reading Service with KNPR–FM radio, 
and is a participant in the PAL Mentoring Pro-
gram in which his labors resulted in three high 
school students becoming full time employees. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Dan Hyde on the floor of the House. I com-
mend him for his contributions to the City of 
Las Vegas and thank him for his continued 
service to the residents of Southern Nevada. 

f 

ON WARNING MECHANICS WORK-
ING ON BRAKES CONTAINING AS-
BESTOS 

HON. DENNIS. J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I sent the at-
tached letter to the Secretary of OSHA, inquir-
ing about the Asbestos-Automotive Brake and 
Clutch Repair Work Safety and Health Infor-
mation Bulletin on July 12, 2005. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
July 10, 2006.

Mr. EDWIN G. FOULKE, 
Assistant Secretary, Occupation Safety and 

Health Administration, 
U.S. Department of Labor, Washington, DC. 

DEAR ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOULKE: In 
2002, OSHA began work on Asbestos-Auto-
motive Brake and Clutch Repair Work Safe-
ty and Health Information Bulletin (SHIB) 
regarding exposure to asbestos-containing 
brakes. The Bulletin was completed in 2005. 
OSHA and the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) met to discuss the matter in 
August 2005, whereupon the draft SHIB was 
sent to Dan Crane of OSHA for technical re-
view. Mr. Crane gave it a favorable review, 
agreeing that mechanics should be warned 
about the health risks of exposure. However, 
seven months later, the Baltimore Sun re-
ported that OSHA was delaying issuing the 
SHIB. 

When does OSHA intend to issue the SHIB? 
If the Sun’s article is correct, what are the 
reasons for the delay? Was this decision 
made by OSHA or OMB? Please provide a 
copy of any meeting minutes and a list of 
attendees of the August 2005 meeting be-
tween OMB and OSHA. Please also provide 
any correspondence between OSHA and OMB 
regarding the SHIB during the time period 
beginning in 2002, extending to July 10, 2006. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 
Sincerely, 

DENNIS J. KUCINICH, 
Member of Congress. 

f 

HONORING ENGINE COMPANY NO. 
106 OF THE CHICAGO FIRE DE-
PARTMENT AND 100 YEARS OF 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the distinguished history of Engine 
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Company No. 106 of the Chicago Fire Depart-
ment on the occasion of its 100th Anniversary. 
Over the last century, the firefighters of Engine 
Company No. 106 have shown an enduring 
commitment to community service and have 
worked tirelessly to keep our communities 
safe. 

Fire-related fatalities in Chicago are at a 25 
year-low, thanks to the life saving efforts of 
Chicago’s firefighters and community outreach 
efforts by firefighters to schools, senior centers 
and neighborhood associations. Chicago’s citi-
zens are now better informed about how to 
prevent and handle emergency situations, and 
they view their local firehouse as an important 
and valuable resource in the neighborhood. 

I have visited Engine Company No. 106 
many times. This company has always epito-
mized the exemplary values of honor and pro-
tection that the Chicago Fire Department and 
the Maltese Cross have become known to 
symbolize. All too often we take for granted 
the heroic efforts of these dedicated public 
servants. 

Fire Marshal and Chief of Brigade, James 
Horan originally established Engine Company 
No. 106 on December 31, 1906. As a part of 
the Fourth Fire Battalion of Chicago, the origi-
nal firehouse was located at 2754 North Fair-
field Avenue, near the intersection of Diversey 
and Fairfield Avenues. 

The original members of the company roster 
included Captain Alexander Kopeto, Lieuten-
ant Thomas Mulcahy, Engineer Henry 
Clohecy, Assistant Engineer Thomas Walsh, 
Pipemen Frank Mashek, Thomas Cavanaugh, 
Frank McDermott, and Thomas Hogan, and 
Drivers John Murphy and Thomas McCarthy. 
Today, Captain Kenneth Soo of Engine No. 
106 and Captain Steven Kierys of Truck No. 
13 continue this tradition of excellent service 
for our community. 

This year’s Grand Gala celebrating Engine 
Company No. 106, Truck No. 13, and Ambu-
lance No. 48 will take place at the current fire-
house location at 3401 North Elston Avenue. 
This will be a wonderful event that will memo-
rialize this important anniversary: Mr. Speaker, 
on behalf of the citizens of the north side of 
Chicago and the constituents of the Fifth Con-
gressional District of Illinois, I wish to recog-
nize the past and current firefighters of Engine 
No. 106 for their dedication and commitment 
to service. Moreover, I wish all the best for the 
future firefighters of Engine No. 106 and their 
families. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO CPO ANDREW W. 
DOYLE 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend and honor Cadet Andrew W. Doyle 
for his promotion to Chief Petty Officer of the 
United States Naval Sea Cadet Corps. On 
May 14th, 2006, family and friends of CPO 
Doyle gathered on the Battleship New Jersey 
in Camden to celebrate this outstanding 
achievement. 

During his more than three years of service, 
Andrew Doyle has exemplified what it is to be 
a leader. He has also demonstrated a deep 
patriotism that has propelled him to this elite 

rank. Because of his dedication, ability, and 
significant contribution to the community, An-
drew Doyle is truly an inspiration to U.S. Naval 
Sea Cadets everywhere, and to all citizens of 
this nation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to honor 
CPO Andrew W. Doyle for his remarkable 
record of service and accomplishments. There 
is no doubt that CPO Doyle will be successful 
in whatever challenges he undertakes and will 
continue to serve as an inspiration to us all. I 
extend to him my heartfelt congratulations and 
I wish Chief Petty Officer Andrew W. Doyle 
the best of luck in his future. 

f 

HONORING CHARLOTTE QUANN 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the extraordinary life and community service of 
Charlotte Marie Peterson Quann, a coura-
geous servant of the public good. A protector 
of battered women and children, an advocate 
for the poor, and a courageous woman in her 
personal life, Charlotte Quann always strove 
to lift up the disadvantaged and bring light to 
any situation with her great sense of humor. 
Her life is being celebrated following her pass-
ing on May 17, 2006. 

Charlotte was born on December 5, 1934, 
the first of seven children. Charlotte grew up 
in Detroit and attended Detroit public schools, 
graduating from Northwestern High School at 
the young age of 16. Throughout her child-
hood, Charlotte was extremely precocious and 
motivated; she was active in the Urban 
League, YMCA speech and debate, ran for 
President of the school, and excelled aca-
demically. Unsurprisingly, her picture now sits 
in the Northwestern High School hall of fame. 

Beyond her achievements, she also nur-
tured a sense of civic duty from a young age. 
Influenced by her father, a union organizer, 
she helped unionize Detroit’s factory workers 
while still in high school. Because of her intel-
ligence and political activism, she went to 
Washington and served as one of the young-
est Congressional pages, working for Con-
gressman JOHN CONYERS. Shortly thereafter, 
she attended Wayne State University. 

Charlotte’s energy and ambition continued, 
and she achieved great personal success. 
Charlotte became the first African American to 
work for Capital Airlines, which later became 
United Airlines, rising through the ranks of 
management. However, she was always cog-
nizant of social and racial issues within the 
company. She became an important leader for 
African-Americans in the organization, serving 
as Secretary, Vice President, and eventually 
President of the United Airlines Black Profes-
sional Organization. 

Beyond achieving professional success, she 
also sought personal success, and she 
worked to balance the different areas of her 
life. During this time, she started her family. 
After marrying Charles David Quann on June 
7, 1958, she gave birth to three children, Ste-
ven, Warren, and Carla. All of her children 
have grown up to emulate Charlotte’s compas-
sion, generosity and community-mindedness. I 
have personally known Warren for many 
years, and have always held him in high re-

gard for his constant community advocacy and 
work for political change at the systemic level. 
He places the same high value on the well- 
being of others and of his community as his 
mother always did, and I am privileged to 
know and to have worked with someone as 
special as Warren. 

In 1972, Charlotte transferred within United 
Airlines to San Francisco, which ultimately be-
came one of the most important events in her 
life because all of the philanthropic work that 
she would do in the San Francisco Bay Area. 
Her passions in community service were wide 
ranging, but mostly she focused on under-
served children, battered women, and impov-
erished families, and her record of charitable 
work is second to none. She served as the 
Chair of the Board for the Casa De Las 
Madres emergency residential shelter for bat-
tered women and children, for the Mary Eliza-
beth Inn residential shelter for battered 
women, for the Center Point drug treatment 
programs, and served on the board at Glide 
Memorial United Methodist Church, becoming 
extremely involved there, with a particular 
focus on Glide’s children’s programs. She also 
grew involved with the ministry and rep-
resented Glide within the United Methodist 
Church and was an active member on the 
Commission on Race and Religion. 

Charlotte was not only cherished by people 
for her service to the community, but also be-
cause her bright spirit served to lift up those 
around her. The good humor and optimism 
that Charlotte radiated could make any situa-
tion more bearable, and her love and desire to 
help others was cherished by all who knew 
her. 

A champion of the underserved, a coura-
geous citizen, and a loving mother and wife, 
Charlotte Quann, as her sister said, ‘‘lived 
well, loved much, and laughed often.’’ On be-
half of California’s 9th U.S. Congressional Dis-
trict, I am proud to add my voice to the count-
less others who have united in appreciation of 
this outstanding individual, and I salute Char-
lotte Quann for her invaluable contributions to 
the San Francisco Bay Area, the United 
States, and to our world. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DANIEL 
EDMONDSON 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Daniel Edmondson for his outstanding 
volunteer work and being awarded the 2006 
Prudential Spirit of Community Award. 

Daniel, an eighth-grader at Silvestri Junior 
High School in Las Vegas, has been teaching 
Taekwondo karate classes to young children 
for the past eight years. Daniel started taking 
Taekwondo lessons when he was just six 
years old. As a young child, he was so taken 
with the sport that he wanted to share it with 
others. 

In order to become a junior instructor, Dan-
iel had to train for two years, log 350 hours of 
volunteer service at the Taekwondo studio, 
and pass both physical and written tests. Dan-
iel now leads classes, mentors young stu-
dents, and helps them prepare for tournament 
competitions. Over the last several years, 
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Daniel has taught more that 150 youths not 
only the physical techniques of Taekwondo, 
but also self-discipline, confidence, respect, 
and integrity. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Daniel 
Edmondson for his volunteer activities. His 
being recognized at the Prudential Spirit of 
Community Awards is truly a great accom-
plishment. I applaud his efforts and wish him 
the best with his future endeavors. 

f 

HEALTH INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY PROMOTION ACT OF 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4157) to amend 
the Social Security Act to encourage the dis-
semination, security, confidentiality, and 
usefulness of health information technology: 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Chairman, I believe 
there is great potential in the widespread 
adoption of health information technology. By 
expanding the use of health information tech-
nology, we can reduce medical errors, im-
prove the quality of care and patient safety, 
enhance efficiency and significantly reduce 
health care costs. 

However, the bill before us fails to make 
any progress toward greater adoption of 
health information technology. 

H.R. 4157 fails to provide for the develop-
ment or adoption of interoperability standards. 
It also fails to provide adequate funding to as-
sist providers transitioning to an electronic 
medical records system, and it greatly weak-
ens Medicare’s fraud and abuse laws. 

The RAND Corporation recently estimated 
that by implementing health information tech-
nology, we can save as much as $162 billion 
per year. Unfortunately, H.R. 4157 accom-
plishes so little that we would fail to yield any 
of these potential savings. 

The most troubling aspect of this bill is its 
failure to protect an individual’s medical pri-
vacy. 

Even the President of the United States, be-
lieves an individual’s medical information 
should be protected. On January 27, 2005, the 
President stated, ‘‘I presume I’m like most 
Americans—I think my medical records should 
be private.’’ And on May 22, 2006, the Presi-
dent stated, ‘‘Our goal, by the way, is for 
every American to have an electronic medical 
record. And—but, by the way, with a guar-
antee of privacy.’’ 

During the committee process, Mr. DOGGETT 
and I offered an amendment that would have 
strengthened privacy protections for individ-
uals. Specifically, the amendment: (1) ex-
pressly recognized the right of an individual to 
privacy and security; (2) required individuals to 
consent to having their information shared; (3) 
allowed individuals to prohibit access to par-
ticularly sensitive information in their health 
record (i.e., HIV, mental health, genetic infor-
mation); (4) required individuals to be notified 
if their health record has been breached, and 
(5) allowed individuals to obtain damages from 
an entity that wrongfully uses or discloses 
identifiable health information. 

Unfortunately, our Republican colleagues 
did not share these goals and voted against 
these provisions on numerous occasions. Yes-
terday, we joined our colleagues from the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee and offered a 
similar amendment again before the Rules 
Committee. The amendment was blocked 
there as well. 

As we move forward on health information 
technology, it is absolutely essential that an in-
dividual’s most personal and vulnerable infor-
mation is protected. In a digital environment, 
HIPPA is just not enough. 

Mr. Chairman, I strongly believe in the po-
tential of health information technology. Unfor-
tunately, I cannot support the legislation be-
fore us because it fails to truly make any 
progress in achieving that goal. 

f 

CONGRESS SHOULD UPDATE CRED-
IT UNION REGULATIONS AND IM-
PROVE RULES FOR CREDIT 
CARDS 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, we all 
recognize the importance of the financial serv-
ices industry—including both banks and credit 
unions—to our economy. I support and ap-
plaud the steps both have taken toward better 
services and improved products. 

However, I think there’s a need to change 
some of the rules involving credit cards and I 
also think we need to remember the need for 
diversity in the industry. That’s why I am co-
sponsoring H.R. 2317, to update the regula-
tion of credit unions, and have introduced a 
bill dealing with credit cards. 

The last major changes to the Federal Cred-
it Union Act were in 1998, and since then 
there has been time to identify unnecessary 
and outdated provisions and develop legisla-
tion that would make common sense improve-
ments. 

That is the background for H.R. 2317, the 
Credit Union Regulatory Improvements Act (or 
‘‘CURIA’’), introduced by our colleagues, Rep-
resentatives ED ROYCE and PAUL E. KAN-
JORSKI. It combines a series of regulatory en-
hancements that will allow credit unions to op-
erate more effectively and efficiently. These 
changes can help improve productivity and ef-
ficiency in a competitive and dynamic market-
place, and will translate into better and lower- 
cost service to credit union members. 

The current bill improves upon similar bipar-
tisan legislation introduced in the 108th Con-
gress, and its broad support is shown by the 
fact that it has no fewer than 121 cosponsors. 
That support reflects the reality that credit 
unions—with 87 million members nationwide 
and 1.5 million just in Colorado—provide 
choice in the financial services industry. 

My support for credit unions does not mean 
hostility to banks, because I do not think credit 
unions represent a threat to the continued 
success of banks. Credit unions remain mem-
ber-owned not-for-profit institutions directed by 
volunteer boards that pool their resources to 
help each other. And while credit unions have 
changed and grown, that has not prevented 
banks from growing as well. In 2005, bank 
profits reached a record level of $134.2 billion. 

Banks have a 94% share of the financial 
services industry, holding more than $10 tril-
lion in assets. In fact, the net growth in bank 
assets in 2005—$626 billion—was nearly as 
much as the combined total assets of all credit 
unions in the country while one of the biggest 
banks has assets that exceed the $669 billion 
in assets held by all the credit unions. 

In view of these realities, I am not per-
suaded that the modest changes in credit- 
union regulation included in CURIA represent 
a real threat to the continued success of the 
banking industry—and there is no doubt they 
can and will benefit consumers. 

Similarly, consumers will benefit from the 
common-sense changes in the rules governing 
issuance of credit cards that would be accom-
plished by enacting H.R. 5383, the Credit 
Card Accountability Responsibility and Disclo-
sure Act, which I introduced earlier this year. 

That bill reflects the reality that Congress 
needs to do more to promote responsibility by 
those who provide credit, beginning with credit 
card companies. Like a similar (but not iden-
tical) bill introduced by Senator DODD, my bill 
takes some simple, common-sense steps to 
stop abusive practices, educate cardholders, 
and stiffen the penalties for violations. 

I hope that when we return in September, 
the House will have an opportunity to consider 
both H.R. 2317, the Credit Union Regulatory 
Improvements Act, and H.R. 5383, the Credit 
Card Accountability Responsibility and Disclo-
sure Act. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MARTIN 
TAGGART 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Martin L. Taggart as he retires from a 
distinguished career as a coach and an edu-
cator at Moapa Valley High School. 

Marty Taggart grew up in Afton, Wyoming. 
He graduated from Southern Utah University 
with a major in Physical Science and Health 
and minors in both Math and Botany. During 
college, Taggart played 4 years of football and 
spent his summers as a forest ranger. 

Marty has been a beloved teacher in Moapa 
Valley for the past 35 years. When he began 
his career, Moapa Valley High School served 
all of the students in Moapa Valley from Kin-
dergarten through 12th Grade. Marty spent the 
first 13 years of his career teaching junior high 
school math, science and physical education. 
However, he has spent the majority of his ca-
reer teaching at the high-school level. In addi-
tion to math, science and physical education, 
Taggart has taught health, careers, and weight 
training while at Moapa Valley High School. 

Although he has been an incredibly com-
mitted educator, perhaps his most memorable 
contributions to Moapa Valley High School are 
those he made while coaching football and 
wrestling. Coach Taggart founded the wres-
tling program in Moapa Valley and has been 
the driving force behind its expansion and suc-
cess over the past 31 years. He has also 
spent the past 33 years coaching football at 
Moapa Valley High School. Both teams have 
been very competitive and enjoyed many suc-
cesses as a result of Coach Taggart’s dedi-
cated leadership. 
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As a coach and as an educator, Marty 

Taggart has been devoted to helping his stu-
dents grow and succeed. He has emphasized 
discipline and hard work as a way for every 
person to achieve at the height of their ability. 
In doing so, he has made a profound impact 
on his students, his colleagues and the com-
munity as a whole. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Marty 
Taggart. The commitment he has shown to 
both the academic and athletic programs at 
Moapa Valley High School has truly enriched 
countless lives. I applaud Marty’s years of 
service to the school and surrounding commu-
nity and I wish him the very best for an enjoy-
able retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF IKE AND OLIVE HAM-
MOND OF ORLEANS, INDIANA 

HON. MICHAEL E. SODREL 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. SODREL. Mr. Speaker, I want to take a 
minute to recognize a couple of my constitu-
ents marking a truly momentous occasion. 
W.E. ‘‘Ike’’ and Olive E. Hammond of Orleans, 
IN will celebrate 60 years of marriage on 
Wednesday, August 2nd, 2006. 

Both Ike and Olive have been lifelong resi-
dents of Orleans and have been active partici-
pants in their community. Both are involved in 
the local Republican Party, and have been for 
quite some time. In fact, their daughter shared 
a memory of riding on a float in a parade in 
1952 proudly wearing her, ‘‘I like Ike’’ memo-
rabilia. Olive served as County Vice-Chair-
woman for the party and Ike served three 
terms on the Orleans Town Council. To this 
day, the Town Council looks to Ike for con-
sultation on matters of importance to commu-
nity. In 2001, Ike was recognized as ‘‘Citizen 
of the Year’’ in Orleans. The Hammonds have 
been members of the Orleans United Meth-
odist Church for over 60 years. 

Ike proudly served our country in the Sec-
ond World War in the U.S. Army Air Corps as 
a crew member on a B–17. Ike continues to 
be an active member of the American Legion 
in Orleans. In his civilian career, Ike was in 
the insurance business retiring in 1988 after a 
40-year career. Olive served the area as a 
Probation Officer in Orange County and has 
since retired. 

In what was perhaps their most important 
job, the Hammond’s raised three daughters 
who love, support, and congratulate them on 
their 60 years of marriage. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor I share in con-
gratulating these two fine people who have 
enjoyed 60 years of love together as husband 
and wife. I wish them many more years of 
happiness and memories together. 

f 

HONORING TEXAS STATE 
REPRESENTATIVE BOB HUNTER 

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, Dr. Bob 
Hunter has served the people of Taylor and 

Nolan Counties honorably in the Texas Legis-
lature for the past 20 years. He truly is a 
statesman and a scholar. Now, as he leaves 
the Texas House of Representatives, I would 
like to take time to recognize his tireless serv-
ice to the State and her people. 

Dr. Hunter was born in California, but his 
home is firmly in Texas. He has left a legacy 
of service that began with the Navy in the 
South Pacific and has spanned the six dec-
ades since. He has been a champion of high-
er education and a servant to the people of 
Abilene and the surrounding area. 

Dr. Hunter began his relationship with the 
region with his enrollment as a student at Abi-
lene Christian University in 1948. He took his 
first job after his Navy service back at ACU in 
1956 and remained a vital part of the univer-
sity’s administration until 1993, when he re-
tired as Senior Vice President. The degrees 
he earned in his time at ACU were just his 
first. He has gone on to be honored with no 
fewer than seven honorary doctorate degrees. 

Dr. Hunter received many honors in grati-
tude for his work to open the doors of aca-
demic choice for all Texans. He was instru-
mental in passage of the Texas Tuition Equali-
zation Grant program, which helps Texas stu-
dents to attend the Texas private college or 
university of their choice. While an ACU ad-
ministrator, he was appointed to the State’s 
Advisory Council for Technical-Vocational 
Education and served as Executive Vice 
President of the Independent Colleges and 
Universities of Texas, serving 40 institutions 
statewide. 

In 1986 Dr. Hunter was elected to the Texas 
House of Representatives and since then has 
served the citizens of his district faithfully, 
chairing several House committees and work-
ing on issues such as higher education, eco-
nomic development, tourism and veterans af-
fairs. While a State Representative, he has 
continued to serve his alma mater and the 
people of his district through involvement in 
civic organizations and charities. 

As Representative Hunter retires from the 
Texas Legislature to return to his wife, three 
children and four grandchildren, I congratulate 
and thank him for his many years of service 
to the Abilene area and the State of Texas. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘FEDERAL 
LIVING WAGE ACT ACT’’ 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
introducing the ‘‘Federal Living Wage Act,’’ 
legislation to mandate a livable wage for em-
ployees under federal contracts and sub-
contracts. Twenty Representatives are original 
cosponsors to this important legislation. 

I introduce this bill after the Chicago City 
Council took a strong stand for workers by 
passing a living wage ordinance for employ-
ees of big-box retailers. The ordinance is an 
important victory in the fight for living wages 
for all workers. 

That fight now needs to come here, to 
Washington, where it is long overdue. The bill 
I am introducing today will hopefully move us 
closer to delivering all workers in America a 
fair and equitable wage. No full-time worker 

deserves to live in poverty. And certainly, the 
federal government should not be in the busi-
ness of paying federal workers, or federally 
contracted workers, sub-poverty wages. 

Although Congress passed laws, such as 
the Davis-Bacon Act and the Service Contract 
Act, to help ensure that employees of Federal 
contracts earn a decent wage, thousands of 
Federal workers and federally contracted 
workers still do not earn enough to support 
themselves and their families. 

This legislation will allow hard-working indi-
viduals to earn quality wages and to increase 
their savings for such essential needs as their 
retirement and their children’s education. The 
Federal government must take responsible, 
workable steps to reward working Americans 
and to help keep them out of poverty. This bill 
represents a practical and tangible step to-
ward this goal and I urge my colleagues to 
join me in calling for the passage of this im-
portant and sensible legislation. 

f 

WSSC EXTENSION REMARKS 

HON. ALBERT RUSSELL WYNN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
the commendable efforts of the Washington 
Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) in 
safeguarding the citizens of Prince George’s 
and Montgomery counties in Maryland from 
flooding. On the weekend of June 24, 2006 
anywhere from six inches to two feet of rain 
fell in the Washington, DC area, leaving some 
homes under water, bridges washed away, 
and residents displaced. 

The WSSC is among the ten largest water 
and wastewater utilities in the Nation, serving 
1.6 million customers in Prince George’s and 
Montgomery counties. The agency’s response 
to the storms and subsequent flooding was 
executed with foresight and sound planning. 
Their staff remained in constant communica-
tion with city, state, and emergency officials, 
allowing residents to evacuate in a safe and 
timely manner. 

One noteworthy individual is WSSC Sys-
tems Control Group Leader, Karen Wright. 
Wright and her staff were responsible for mon-
itoring the rainfall and opening the dam gates. 
Recently, she was recognized by The Balti-
more Sun for her efforts. 

In crisis situations such as the June storms, 
it is comforting to know that the employees of 
the WSSC can rise to the occasion, make the 
difficult decisions, and safeguard our citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues to 
join me in commending the WSSC and its em-
ployees on a job well done. 

f 

HONORING THE NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION OF STATE VETERANS 
HOMES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H. Con. Res. 347, honoring 
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the National Association of Veterans Homes 
and the 119 State Veterans Homes rep-
resented by that association for their contribu-
tions to the health care of veterans and the 
health care system of the Nation. 

Ambrosio Guillen State Veterans Nursing 
Home opened its doors in my Congressional 
District of El Paso, TX on July 19, 2005, as 
the first veterans nursing home to be located 
in a major Texas metropolitan area. This 160- 
bed home has exhibited a great commitment 
to caring for those who have honorably served 
our country. 

I am proud to join in the bi-partisan support 
shown by the House of Representatives as we 
honor the National Association of Veterans 
Homes. 

Madam Speaker, I ask all my colleagues to 
join me in supporting all those who dedicate 
themselves to serving our veterans by voting 
in favor of H. Con. Res. 347. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NASA MISSION STS– 
121 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, we have all suffered 
setbacks in our lives. For most of us, millions 
of people are not watching as monumental 
tragedy unfolds in a matter of seconds. 

This was the case for family and friends of 
the astronauts who tragically died in the Co-
lumbia Shuttle disaster in 2003. In that instant, 
the folks at NASA lost their friends and co-
workers in the Space Shuttle Columbia trag-
edy. It was a moment they will never forget. It 
was a moment that has created great sorrow 
and an intense pressure for perfect missions. 

NASA employees, have vowed to use hard 
work and determination, to never again make 
the same mistakes. It is with that determina-
tion that they completed their second journey 
into space after Columbia, and it was a perfect 
mission. 

Today I congratulate all seven members of 
the STS–121 mission, and the countless men 
and women who supported them throughout 
their successful 13-day, five million-mile jour-
ney. This second successful space mission 
since the Columbia tragedy, marks the new 
standard of success NASA has resolved to 
meet and exceed. 

The Commander of STS–121, Col. Steve 
Lindsey was also mission commander on a 
space flight in 2001. He flew as pilot on 2 pre-
vious shuttle missions, and he has logged 
more than 1,000 hours in space. A graduate 
of the U.S. Air Force Academy, and the Air 
Force Institute of Technology he has been the 
recipient of many awards and medals, includ-
ing the Distinguished Flying Cross, three 
NASA Space Flight Medals, the NASA Out-
standing Leadership Medal, and the NASA Ex-
ceptional Service Medal. He and his wife 
Diane have three children. 

Pilot Mark Kelly has logged 12 days in 
space. His dream to become an astronaut 
started with Alan Shepard, the first American 
to fly into space. A graduate of the U.S. Mer-
chant Marine Academy, he flew 39 combat 
missions in Operation Desert Storm. He has 
logged over 4,000 flight hours in more than 50 
different aircraft and has served as a pilot on 

STS–108. With this latest mission, he has 
logged almost 25 days in space. He is also 
the father of two children. 

Mission Specialist Michael Fossum, wasn’t 
always an astronaut. Before riding into the 
heavens he was a NASA Systems Engineer, 
charged with evaluating the use of the Rus-
sian Soyuz spacecraft as a viable emergency 
escape vehicle for the space station. He also 
represented the Flight Crew Operations Direc-
torate during the redesign of the International 
Space Station. Once a Capsule Communi-
cator, CAPCOM, in Mission Control, Fossum 
was able to log more than 306 hours in space 
during STS–121. He and his wife Melanie 
have four children. 

Mission Specialist Lisa Nowak, a graduate 
of the U.S. Naval Academy, made her first 
space flight on STS–121. She also logged 13 
days of space flight time. A former Mission 
Commander and EW Lead of the Electronic 
Warfare Aggressor Squadron 34, she also 
worked in the Astronaut Office Robotics 
Branch and in NASA Mission Control as prime 
communicator with on-orbit crews. She and 
her husband have three children. 

A Harvard graduate, Stephanie Wilson 
served as an astronaut on STS–121, her first 
mission into space. She has completed exten-
sive research on controlling and modeling 
large, flexible space structures. She has 
worked for the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena, California, and was a member of 
the Attitude and Articulation Control Sub-
system for the Galileo spacecraft. After work-
ing in Mission Control Wilson worked in the 
Astronaut Office Shuttle Operations Branch, 
with the Space Shuttle Main Engines, External 
Tank and Solid Rocket Boosters. 

Mission Specialist Piers Sellers is an expert 
on how the Earth’s biosphere and atmosphere 
interact. His studies have included computer 
modeling of the climate system, satellite re-
mote sensing studies and climatological field 
work coordinating aircraft, satellites and 
ground teams across the world. Sellers also 
worked part time in Moscow as a technical li-
aison on ISS computer software. This is his 
second mission and he has logged more than 
559 hours in space, and 6 spacewalks. He 
and his wife have two children. 

Finally, Mission Specialist Thomas Reiter, of 
Germany is the only astronaut to stay in space 
during STS–121. He will live aboard the Inter-
national Space Station and return to Earth 
aboard Shuttle mission STS–116 or a Russian 
Soyuz in a few months. He has trained as a 
cosmonaut and was also involved in European 
Space Agency, ESA, studies of manned space 
vehicles and the development of equipment 
for the International Space Station. He and 
Russian colleagues were on the crew of ESA- 
Russian Euromir 95 mission to the Mir Space 
Station. Reiter was the on-board engineer for 
the record-breaking 179-day mission. He per-
formed some 40 European scientific experi-
ments and performed two spacewalks. He and 
his wife have two sons. 

Each astronaut on this mission and the 
countless people who supported them accom-
plished great tasks, to help our space program 
move forward, in characteristic giant steps. 

NASA equipped this shuttle with more cam-
eras to improve views and data from all an-
gles of the shuttle during and after launch. 
Piers Sellers and Mike Fossum performed 
spacewalks to test equipment, remove and re-
place power, command and data cables on 

International Space Station equipment. They 
also tested techniques for inspecting and re-
pairing the Shuttle mid-flight while also suc-
cessfully transferring 14 tons of equipment to 
the ISS. 

Mr. Speaker today I congratulate the NASA 
space program for enduring great tragedy, and 
turning it into a monumental success, again. 
They are doing what we all hope to have the 
strength and power to do during times of great 
adversity, they are facing the challenge and 
then conquering it. 

I wish everyone involved in our space pro-
gram the very best as they embark on future 
missions which will no doubt, continue to 
change our country for the better. That’s Just 
the Way It Is. 

f 

HEALTH INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY PROMOTION ACT OF 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4157) to amend 
the Social Security Act to encourage the dis-
semination, security, confidentiality, and 
usefulness of health information technology; 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Chairman, I rise in apprecia-
tion that House Leadership has at last brought 
a health information technology bill to the 
floor. As a cochair of the New Democrat Coali-
tion, I have been a long-time supporter of 
health IT. I believe health IT, if done correctly, 
will highlight the need for personal account-
ability in health care, advance technological in-
novation, promote fiscal responsibility and, 
most importantly, improve health and save 
lives. Additionally, great strides can be made 
in homeland security as well as tracking dis-
ease and infection. 

I am pleased that H.R. 4157 will codify in 
law the Office of the National Coordinator for 
Health Information Technology and that the 
coordinator will be tasked with devising a na-
tional strategic plan for implementing health 
IT. Additionally, the grant money authorized by 
the bill is a worthwhile, if small, step in the 
right direction. Representing western Wis-
consin, I know too well how difficult it is for 
small medical practices to afford the purchase 
and upkeep of software and hardware needed 
for electronic medical records. The $5 million 
in grants to rural or underserved urban areas 
is the first of many such grants Congress must 
facilitate. 

While I am pleased the bill is moving for-
ward, I am disappointed that negotiations were 
not done in a more bipartisan manner. It is 
good to see that harmful and invasive policies 
on privacy issues were removed from the bill, 
and I am hopeful that when the House and 
Senate meet in conference, members will take 
a hard look at strengthening further the bill’s 
privacy provisions. 

Mr. Chairman, I plan on voting for this 
health IT bill and look forward to working with 
the Senate on improving it. America’s doctors, 
nurses, and patients deserve 21st century 
technology in the health care system, and it is 
past time for Congress to be acting on this 
issue. 
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TRIBUTE TO PSORIASIS 

AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. DAVID WU 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of August as Psoriasis Awareness 
Month and to speak on behalf of the 7.5 mil-
lion Americans who are afflicted with this dis-
ease. 

Those affected by psoriasis suffer from 
chronic, inflammatory, painful, disfiguring and 
disabling skin irritations referred to as scales 
that can cover anywhere from small patches 
of skin to entire sections of their body. Many 
of those who have psoriasis also suffer from 
psoriatic arthritis, which causes severe stiff-
ness and swelling of the joints. Psoriasis typi-
cally develops between the ages of 15 and 25, 
and while there are varied treatments, there is 
no cure for this disease. 

This auto-immune disease has become both 
a burden on the individual and society. Many 
people afflicted with psoriasis battle social dis-
crimination and stigma because psoriasis is 
mistakenly thought of as a contagious dis-
ease, and sometimes patients needlessly have 
incorrect or delayed diagnosis. Also, it is esti-
mated that psoriasis and psoriatic arthritis cost 
the nation 56 million hours of lost work and 
between $2 billion and $3 billion in treatments 
each year. 

I would like to thank the National Psoriasis 
Foundation, whose national headquarters is 
located in Oregon. Their tireless work has 
brought the struggle of those affected by pso-
riasis and the need for more psoriasis re-
search through the National Institutes of 
Health, NIH, to combat this disease to light. 
Their message of awareness they brought to 
our offices has been helpful and has worked 
to elevate understanding of this diseases. 

Mr. Speaker, too many people in this coun-
try needlessly suffer from psoriasis and psori-
atic arthritis. We must work to decrease the 
amount of incorrect or delayed diagnosis, in-
adequate treatments and insufficient access to 
care. I am ready to work with my constituents, 
the National Psoriasis Foundation and my col-
leagues to elevate the awareness of psoriasis 
and expansion of research of effective treat-
ments for this debilitating disease. 

f 

HEALTH INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY PROMOTION ACT OF 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4157) to amend 
the Social Security Act to encourage the dis-
semination, security, confidentiality, and 
usefulness of health information technology: 

Miss MCMORRIS. Mr. Chairman, please 
consider the attached letters of support for the 
McMorris-Smith MAP IT Amendment to H.R. 
4157 as included in my remarks. 

JULY 27, 2006. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Congress has made 
substantial progress in moving health infor-
mation technology (HIT) legislation this 
year. We urge you to expeditiously pass this 
legislation now as a critical step toward re-
alizing the President’s goal of electronic 
health records for most Americans. 

There is one amendment to this legislation 
that HIMSS would like for you to consider 
when this legislation is brought up on the 
House floor today that will be offered by Ms. 
Cathy McMorris and Mr. Adam Smith of 
Washington. This amendment would direct 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
to establish a two year project to dem-
onstrate the impact of health information 
technology on disease management for 
chronic disease sufferers within the Medicaid 
population; create a web-based virtual case 
management tool that provides access to 
best practices for managing chronic disease; 
and require that the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services submit to Congress a report 
on the project conducted and include in the 
report the amount of cost-savings resulting 
from the project and such recommendations 
for legislation or administrative action as 
the Secretary determines appropriate. There 
is no funding authorized for this amendment. 
HIMSS supports this amendment as it is con-
sistent with our HIMSS Legislative Prin-
ciple of encouraging the best use of informa-
tion technology to improve the quality of 
health care while lowering the cost. 

HIMSS believes that H.R. 4157 and the ad-
dition of this amendment will help fulfill 
President Bush’s goal of most Americans 
having an electronic health record by the 
year 2014. The passage of health information 
technology legislation is critical to moving 
us towards these benefits. With that in mind, 
we urge you to pass H.R. 4157 and the 
McMorris/Smith amendment by the August 
break so that a conference report with the 
Senate can be completed and the Congress 
can pass meaningful healthcare reform this 
year. 

Sincerely, 
H. STEPHEN LIEBER, 

CAE President/CEO. 

JULY 27, 2006. 
Hon. CATHY MCMORRIS, 
1708 Longworth Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

Hon. ADAM SMITH, 
227 Cannon Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSWOMAN MCMORRIS AND CON-
GRESSMAN SMITH: The American Health In-
formation Management Association 
(AHIMA) thanks you for your strong support 
of health information technology and your 
efforts to improve healthcare quality, in-
crease patient safety, and to reduce unneces-
sary costs and administrative burdens in our 
healthcare system. AHIMA strongly supports 
H.R. 4157, the ‘‘Health Information Tech-
nology Promotion Act,’’ and supports the in-
clusion of your amendment, the Medicaid 
Access Project through Information Tech-
nology (MAP IT) legislation. 

Experts report that two of the simplest 
ways to reduce health care costs include the 
utilization of health information technology 
and more effective chronic disease manage-
ment. Your amendment effectively merges 
these two methods together, and requires the 
Secretary to report to Congress the amount 
of cost-savings resulting from the project. 

Along with your amendment, AHIMA 
strongly supports all of the provisions of 
H.R. 4157, especially those that address the 

timely updating of standards that enable 
electronic exchange and the critical need to 
upgrade our inefficient and ambiguous ICD– 
9 coding system to ICD–10–CM and ICD–10– 
PCS by October 1, 2010. This compliance date 
is more than 4 years from today and nearly 
8 years from when the National Committee 
on Vital and Health Statistics concluded in 
2003, after several years of hearings, that 
ICD–9–CM was ‘‘increasingly unable to ad-
dress the needs for accurate data for health 
care billing, quality assurance, and health 
services research,’’ and that it was ‘‘in the 
best interests of the country’’ to move expe-
ditiously to replace it. 

Coded health data serves as the foundation 
for billing, claims processing, payment and 
pricing. The current classification, ICD–9– 
CM, was developed and implemented in the 
1970s and can no longer capture today’s med-
ical knowledge and cannot support the tran-
sition to an interoperable health data ex-
change in the United States. In addition, the 
procedural coding component of ICD–9–CM is 
fast running out of space and in the near fu-
ture, will exhaust these codes requiring that 
existing non-discrete codes be assigned to 
new procedures. Dr. Mark McClellan, CMS 
Administrator, publicly stated last month 
that it is imperative that the United States 
implement ICD–10 as soon as possible be-
cause he described the current coding system 
as ‘‘bursting at the seams.’’ Furthermore, 
many of the codes now in use do not accu-
rately describe the diagnosis or procedure 
concepts they are assigned to represent. 
Combined with the exhaustion of codes, this 
will have serious implications for quality re-
porting, research and appropriate payment 
for advancements in medical technology. 

Thank you for advancing the MAP IT 
amendment and for supporting an important 
and good bill. We look forward to continuing 
our work with you. If you have any ques-
tions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 
DON ASMONGA, 

Director of Govern-
ment Relations, 
American Health In-
formation Manage-
ment Association. 

JULY 27, 2006. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Thank you for the con-
sideration of H.R. 4157 today on the floor of 
the House of Representatives. Advancing 
health information technology (HIT) is of 
critical importance to bettering patient 
quality, evidence-based medicine, and mod-
ernizing our industry. 

Northwest Physicians Network (NPN) is 
the largest delegated independent physicians 
association in the Northwest. We represent 
approximately 450 physicians in Washington 
State and over 17,000 patient lives for which 
we contract for managed care. NPN has 
made HIT a cornerstone of our investment in 
the future of our patients’ care and our phy-
sicians’ practices, so it is with some antici-
pation that we have followed the House’s 
progress on H.R. 4157. 

In particular, I am writing in support of an 
amendment brought to the floor by Rep. 
Adam Smith and Rep. Cathy McMorris. This 
amendment would direct the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to establish a 2- 
year project to demonstrate the impact of 
health information technology on disease 
management for chronic disease sufferers 
within the Medicaid population. It would 
create a web-based virtual case management 
tool that provides access to best practices 
for managing chronic disease. Also, this 
amendment requires that the Secretary of 
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Health and Human Services submit to Con-
gress a report on the project conducted and 
include in the report the amount of cost-sav-
ings resulting from the project and such rec-
ommendations for legislation or administra-
tive action as the Secretary determines ap-
propriate. There is no funding authorized for 
this amendment. 

Both Ms. McMorris and Mr. Smith are 
leaders among our Pacific Northwest delega-
tion on the topic of HIT. Their bipartisan 
collaboration on this measure speaks to the 
common-sense approach of the amendment 
itself. I urge your support and the House’s 
adoption of this important legislation. 

Sincerely, 
PATRICIA C. BRIGGS, 

Chief Executive Officer, 
Northwest Physicians Network. 

f 

HEALTH INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY PROMOTION ACT OF 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4157) to amend 
the Social Security Act to encourage the dis-
semination, security, confidentiality, and 
usefulness of health information technology: 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Chairman, I rise today 
in support of this amendment, which is being 
offered by Congressman SMITH and Congress-
woman MCMORRIS. 

This amendment, which establishes a 2- 
year project to demonstrate the impact of HIT 
on chronic disease management within the 
Medicaid population, will add a vital compo-
nent to the underlying bill. 

I applaud Congressman SMITH and Con-
gresswoman MCMORRIS for their leadership on 
this issue. 

I also rise today in strong support of forward 
movement on the implementation of health in-
formation technology, which has the potential 
to save the United States billions of dollars in 
health care costs each year. 

The bill before us today is not perfect, but 
it’s a start. I look forward to continuing the de-
bate on this issue and improving this bill in 
conference. 

f 

HEALTH INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY PROMOTION ACT OF 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4157) to amend 
the Social Security Act to encourage the dis-
semination, security, confidentiality, and 
usefulness of health information technology: 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Chairman, as an OB–GYN 
with over 40 years experience in medical prac-
tice, I understand the need to improve the 
health care system’s efficiency by increasing 
the use of electronic medical records. How-
ever, H.R. 4157 is neither a constitutional nor 
a wise means of achieving this worthy goal. 

Creating a new federal department to de-
velop a ‘‘national strategic plan’’ for the use of 
electronic health care records will inevitably 
lead to the imposition of a ‘‘one-size-fits all’’ 
standard and will discourage private parties 
from exploring other more innovative means of 
storing medical records electronically. By sti-
fling private sector innovation, H.R. 4157 guar-
antees that the American people will have an 
inferior health information technology system. 
Mr. Chairman, I ask my colleagues: when has 
a government system ever performed as well 
as a system developed by the private sector? 
In fact, Mr. Chairman, based on my 40 years 
of experience, I would say a major reason the 
health profession lags behind other profes-
sions in using information technology is the 
excessive government intervention in, and 
control of, America’s health care system! 

Those who are concerned with the increas-
ing erosion of medical privacy should also op-
pose H.R. 4157. H.R. 4157 facilitates the inva-
sion of medical privacy by explicitly making 
electronic medical records subject to the mis-
named federal ‘‘medical privacy’’ regulation. 
Mr. Chairman, many things in Washington are 
misnamed, however this regulation may be the 
most blatant case of false advertising I have 
come across in all my years in Congress. 
Rather than protect an individual right to med-
ical privacy, these regulations empower gov-
ernment officials to determine how much med-
ical privacy an individual needs. 

The so-called ‘‘medical privacy’’ regulation 
not only reduce individuals’’ ability to deter-
mine who has access to their personal med-
ical information, but actually threatens medical 
privacy and constitutionally protected liberties. 
For example, these regulations allow law en-
forcement and other government officials’ ac-
cess to a citizen’s private medical record with-
out having to obtain a search warrant. 

Allowing government officials to access a 
private person’s medical records without a 
warrant is a violation of the Fourth Amend-
ment to the United States Constitution, which 
protects American citizens from warrantless 
searches by government officials. The require-
ment that law enforcement officials obtain a 
warrant from a judge before searching private 
documents is one of the fundamental protec-
tions against abuse of the government’s power 
to seize an individual’s private documents. 
While the Fourth Amendment has been inter-
preted to allow warrantless searches in emer-
gency situations, it is hard to conceive of a sit-
uation where law enforcement officials would 
be unable to obtain a warrant before electronic 
medical records would be destroyed. 

By creating a new federal bureaucracy to 
establish a ‘‘national strategic plan’’ for the 
adoption of electronic health care records, 
H.R. 4157 discourages private sector innova-
tion and expands government control of the 
medical profession. H.R. 4157 also facilities 
the violation of medical privacy. Therefore, I 
urge my colleagues to reject this bill. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE TEAM (TO 
ENCOURAGE ALTERNATIVELY- 
FUELED VEHICLE MANUFAC-
TURING) UP FOR ENERGY INDE-
PENDENCE ACT 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, climate change threatens the secu-
rity and stability of our planet. The tempera-
ture of the earth is increasing at a rate unseen 
in modern times. Climate forecasters predict 
that if greenhouse gases continue to accumu-
late in the atmosphere at the current rate, 
temperatures may rise dramatically, weather 
patterns sharply shift, ice sheets shrink, and 
seas rise. 

Rising gas prices and instability in oil pro-
ducing regions have reinforced the need for 
the United States to secure our energy inde-
pendence. We can make progress by devel-
oping and distributing alternatively fueled vehi-
cles. Through innovation as well as existing 
technology, we can reduce our dependence 
on foreign oil, and promote energy efficiency 
and conservation to secure a safer future for 
our country and the environment. 

Alternatively fueled vehicles, such as those 
that use E85 ethanol fuel, could reduce our 
use of petroleum fuels by up to 40 percent, 
helping our country move towards sustainable 
energy independence. E85 ethanol fuel can be 
produced from agricultural products grown 
here in the United States, so that money spent 
on fuel supports farmers in the Midwest, not 
countries in the Middle East. 

Congress must do more to make alternative 
fueled vehicles practical and accessible to 
every American. There are currently only six 
million E85–capable vehicles on U.S. roads, 
compared to approximately 230 million 
gasoline- and diesel-fueled vehicles, according 
to the National Ethanol Vehicle Coalition. Only 
556 fuel stations in the entire country currently 
provide E85 fuel, with only four of these lo-
cated in California. 

That is why I am introducing this bill to en-
courage manufacturers to provide a flex fuel 
opportunity to American consumers and to de-
velop the infrastructure necessary for a clean-
er energy future. We must do more to make 
alternatively fueled vehicles practical and ac-
cessible to everyone. The cost of producing 
flex fuel capable vehicles is minimal at the 
time of manufacture, but there are currently 
few incentives for the production of flex fuel 
vehicles and a lack of infrastructure to service 
them. 

My bill will encourage the production of 
more alternatively fueled vehicles by phasing 
in a tax penalty on the manufacture or import 
of new, non-flex fuel vehicles. However, since 
the cost to manufacture fleets that are flex fuel 
capable as compared to gasoline powered ve-
hicles is nearly nil, it will be easy for manufac-
turers or importers to avoid these costs com-
pletely. Any revenues generated would be 
used to help independent gas station owners 
install alternative fuel equipment. This bill is a 
good first step towards securing our energy 
independence, and I hope that Congress will 
move quickly to pass this important legislation 
and help America move towards a more se-
cure and sustainable future. 
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HONORING MR. DANIEL E. 

McKEEVER 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, the 
City of Falls Church, Virginia has lost a steady 
hand, sure-footed manager and good friend 
this week, with the passing of Daniel E. 
McKeever. 

Dan McKeever joined the Falls Church com-
munity as City Manager in 2000, after an ac-
complished career in both law enforcement 
and local government. Thoughtful, genial and 
very well-liked, Dan helped guide Falls Church 
through a period of rapid transformation. He 
oversaw development of a number of mixed- 
use projects that revitalized downtown Falls 
Church and will increase the City’s taxable 
real estate value by $336 million. 

During his 6 year tenure, Dan McKeever 
helped implement the City Council’s vision for 
Falls Church as a pedestrian friendly, urban 
community with small town charm. He worked 
for more affordable housing, improved the 
City’s building permit process and spent sig-
nificant time reorganizing the City’s public 
safety system. As City Manager, Dan placed a 
premium on efficiency, team work, trans-
parency and communication. Sheparding a 
$25 million bond referendum for new school 
construction and protecting the City’s AA+ 
bond rating were among his most noted ac-
complishments. 

In his spare time, Dan was an avid baseball 
fan, attending as many Washington Nationals 
games as his busy schedule would allow. He 
was even a part owner of a minor league 
baseball team in Pulaski, Virginia, where he 
served as Chief of Police and town manager 
in the 1980’s. 

Never one to wilt in the face of an obstacle, 
no matter the challenge presented, Dan was 
intimately involved with the City’s management 
throughout his nine-month battle with cancer. 
While Dan left us far too soon, his good 
works, cheerful demeanor and practical advice 
will long be remembered by the citizens of 
Falls Church. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I am listed as 
voting ‘‘yea’’ during rollcall vote number 401 
on H.R. 5013, the ‘‘Disaster Recovery Per-
sonal Protection Act of 2006,’’ when it was be-
fore the House of Representatives on Tues-
day, July 25, 2006. This is an error. I oppose 
H.R. 5013 and want it noted that had my in-
tention been properly expressed I would be re-
corded as having voting ‘‘nay.’’ 

TRIBUTE TO MARINE CORPORAL 
JEREMIAH CUMMINS 

HON. RICHARD W. POMBO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Marine Corporal Jeremiah 
Cummins, of San Ramon, CA, who recently 
returned from his third tour of duty in Iraq. 
Corporal Cummins served in the Third Marine 
Battalion of the 5th Marines with bravery and 
honor, and I am honored to represent him in 
Congress. 

First sent to Iraq shortly after the initial inva-
sion was winding down, Corporal Cummins 
spent that tour in a town about 80 or so miles 
south of Baghdad called Diyauneah. For his 
next tour he served in Fallujah, which saw 
some of the fiercest fighting. His third tour saw 
him stationed a few miles south of Fallujah 
and patrolling south of that post until the last 
6 weeks of the deployment when he was post-
ed in Ramadi, the scene of more fierce fight-
ing. 

Corporal Cummins is a remarkable young 
man, and I rise today to honor and thank him 
for his service, and the service of all those 
who put themselves in harm’s way for our Na-
tion. 

f 

HONORING TODD FOXWORTH, 
RUSK CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today I 
would like to congratulate and honor Todd 
Foxworth for being recognized by the Rusk 
Chamber of Commerce as the 2005 Citizen of 
the Year. 

A native Texan, Warden Foxworth earned 
his Bachelor of Science Degree from Sam 
Houston State University in Criminology/Cor-
rections. He was recognized by SHSU as a 
Criminal Justice Scholar in 1988 and a mem-
ber of the Criminal Justice Honor Society, 
Alpha Phi Sigma. He answered his Nation’s 
call to service in the U.S. Army, serving with 
the 2nd Battalion, 36th Infantry Rangers in the 
3rd Armored Division, and was nominated for 
‘‘Soldier of the Year’’ 90th Army Command in 
1986. 

After his service in the armed forces, War-
den Foxworth served over 19 years with the 
Texas Department of Criminal Justice. His 
work has been instrumental in the 
beautitication, emergency relief, construction 
and maintenance-related demands of the sur-
rounding communities providing offender man-
power through the Community Work Squad. 

Warden Foxworth is also an exemplary 
member of the community and has always 
made an extra effort to help his fellow citizens. 
He has been personally involved as a member 
of the Rusk Industrial Foundation and Eco-
nomic Development Committee. He has 
worked in fund raising for such charitable or-
ganizations as March of Dimes, Toys for Tots, 
Texas Special Olympics and Cherokee County 
Crisis Center. 

It am proud to honor Warden Todd 
Foxworth and his valuable contributions to the 

Rusk Community and congratulate him for 
being named Rusk Citizen of the year. 

f 

FREEDOM FOR ALEXANDER 
SANTOS HERNÁNDEZ 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to speak about Alex-
ander Santos Hernández, a political prisoner 
in totalitarian Cuba. 

Mr. Santos Hernández is a member of the 
pro-democracy opposition that seeks to return 
sovereignty, democracy and human rights to 
the Cuban people. According to reports, he is 
a member of the Cuban Liberal Movement, 
the director of an independent library and the 
national coordinator for the Eastern Demo-
cratic Alliance. Independent librarians in Cuba, 
such as Mr. Santos Hernández, provide the in-
dispensable service of circulating truth. These 
vital librarians loan out the classics of anti-to-
talitarian literature, including authors such as 
Vaclav Havel and Martin Luther King, Jr. 

As an outspoken opponent of tyranny who 
believes that liberty is an inalienable right, Mr. 
Santos Hernández has been constantly tar-
geted by the regime’s machinery of repres-
sion. According to reports, in Nov. 2004, Mr. 
Santos Hernández spent six months in the to-
talitarian gulag because he was ‘‘convicted’’ 
for ‘‘disobedience.’’ Despite the regime’s con-
stant gangster style repression, Mr. Santos 
Hernández continued his efforts to bring free-
dom to Cuba. 

According to a report published on June 5, 
2006, on Directorio.org, Mr. Santos Hernández 
was recently ‘‘convicted’’ in another sham trial 
for the ‘‘crime’’ of ‘‘social dangerousness.’’ He 
was sentenced to 4 years in the abhorrent, 
subhuman, totalitarian gulag. The U.S. State 
Department reports that police and prison offi-
cials beat, neglect, isolate, and deny medical 
treatment to detainees and prisoners, includ-
ing those convicted of political crimes. It is a 
crime of the highest order that people who 
work for freedom are imprisoned in these gro-
tesque conditions. 

Freedom and democracy are on the march 
to inevitable victory in Cuba. Courageous 
leaders like Mr. Santos Hernández defy the 
dictator’s machinery of repression and, despite 
every threat and obstacle, demand liberty for 
the people of Cuba. Because of their unwaver-
ing commitment, and the works of thousands 
of other Cuban patriots, Cuba will be free 
again. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound embarrass-
ment for mankind that the world stands by in 
silence and acquiescence while political pris-
oners are systematically tortured because of 
their belief in freedom, democracy, human 
rights and the rule of law. We can never forget 
those who are locked in gulags because of 
their desire to be free. My colleagues, we 
must demand the immediate and unconditional 
release of Alexander Santos Hernández and 
every political prisoner in totalitarian Cuba. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I inadvertently 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 417, a Motion to In-
struct Conferees on H.R. 2830. I would like 
the RECORD to show that I had intended to 
vote ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

UNITED STATES AND INDIA NU-
CLEAR COOPERATION PRO-
MOTION ACT OF 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5682) to exempt 
from certain requirements of the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954 a proposed nuclear agree-
ment for coooperation with India: 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Chairman, I rise in support 
of H.R. 5682, the United States and India Nu-
clear Cooperation Promotion Act of 2006. 

In January of 2004, I had the opportunity to 
visit India with my wife and colleagues. During 
that trip I spoke with Defense Minister George 
Fernandes, and we discussed closer military 
cooperation between India and the United 
States. Even at that time, India favored closer 
military cooperation, but there were too many 
regulations, restrictions and laws on the books 
in a post 9–11 world. These laws inhibited 
closer military strategic cooperation. 
Fernandes explained that India and the United 
States hadn’t been able to pursue a defense 
relationship because of outdated and insuffi-
cient export control policies. This, he said, had 
compelled India to develop a defense partner-
ship with other nations. Until recently, approxi-
mately 70 percent of India’s imported military 
equipment was from Russia. 

One cannot help but ask why this is so? 
While we were having that conversation the 
United States military was conducting hip to 
hip joint military exercises with the Indian mili-
tary in the Indian Ocean to fight against the 
global war on terror. If our men and women in 
uniform can conduct military exercises side by 
side with India’s men and women against the 
enemies of democracy—we can develop a 
partnership between the Indian defense indus-
try and the U.S. defense industry. We are 
partners. We share the same values. We 
share a partnership on the war on terror. 

And in a short time that relationship has ad-
vanced. The two countries have been working 
closely on joint technology developments. And 
we need to expand that partnership, not only 
on a security basis, but also as we look at an-
other key challenge we face: energy. 

India, America’s strongest ally in the region, 
is on the verge of energy insecurity: India 
does not have the domestic energy resources 
to sustain its rapidly growing economy, and 
consequently must meet its requirements 
through foreign energy resources. India’s oil 
demand has doubled between 1990 and 2003 
and will double again within the next 25 years. 

As India consumes more energy from the 
world’s finite energy supply, the cost for en-
ergy for ordinary Americans will increase sig-
nificantly. Two-thirds of India’s annual oil con-
sumption is imported, and it is projected that 
India will import over 90 percent of its annual 
oil requirements within the next 15 years. Cur-
rently, nuclear energy only comprises 3 per-
cent of India’s energy consumption, and this 
number cannot increase substantially without 
civilian nuclear cooperation with the United 
States. That is why I think that along with civil-
ian nuclear cooperation, a renewable energy 
partnership is equally as important. Many peo-
ple don’t realize that this deal will help keep 
energy costs down for ordinary Americans by 
reducing demand in the global oil market. 

So I would like to spend a few minutes 
speaking on U.S.-India renewable energy co-
operation. Something that is extremely impor-
tant for both countries. After 6 years in Con-
gress I have found that every single threat we 
face here at home is either derived from or 
based on one thing: our dependence on for-
eign oil. Renewable energy cooperation be-
tween the U.S. and India would help both 
countries tremendously. 

When we dropped 2,500 pound bombs on 
Abu Musab Al Zarqawi, the order was given to 
2 fighter planes. Only one could respond, be-
cause the other was in mid-air refueling. What 
better metaphor for the dangers of our current 
energy reliance! 

Before leaving for India in 2004 I read the 
book ‘‘India’’ by Stanley Wolpert. In his book 
he wrote—‘‘if India ever learns to harness its 
solar energy economically, the desert states of 
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh could be-
come valuable centers of power generation 
and transmission. Even as oil reserves have 
catapulted Arabia to affluence, solar power 
might launch central India into an age of rich 
growth and development, especially were it 
used to help tap mother Ganga’s Perennial 
flow. India’s major liability might then become 
her greatest asset.’’ 

We have some plans in place but we need 
to keep pushing to make sure that the two 
countries work together. 

The Indian minister of non-conventional en-
ergy sources (MNES) recently met with ex-
perts at the National Renewable Energy Lab 
to discuss potential areas of collaboration. 
These areas include solar thermal power gen-
eration, low wind speed technology research & 
development, renewable energy resource as-
sessment and the use of resource data in rel-
evant analysis tools. The Indian Oil Corpora-
tion (IOC) has proposed a memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) with DOE’S National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory to focus on hy-
drogen and biofuels research. This MOU will 
be the basis for future joint research. I am 
asking that Congress fully fund these pro-
grams and bring them to fruition, and work 
with India. 

Mr. Chairman, we will need democratic part-
ners in meeting threats and defending our na-
tional security. We will need democratic 
friends and allies with shared values and prin-
ciples. 

I saw that demonstrated last July not in 
India, but on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

I was one of the Members who urged the 
congressional leadership to allow Prime Min-
ister Singh to address a joint session of con-
gress. 

There it was for the whole world to see. the 
head of the largest democracy on earth (India) 
. . . speaking in the Congress of the oldest 
democracy on earth (America). That gave me 
great hope that we will triumph over our mu-
tual challenges of terrorism and energy de-
pendence. 

f 

UNITED STATES AND INDIA NU-
CLEAR COOPERATION PRO-
MOTION ACT OF 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5682) to exempt 
from certain requirements of the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954 a proposed nuclear agree-
ment for cooperation with India: 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Chairman, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 5682, the ‘‘United States and 
India Nuclear Cooperation Promotion Act of 
2006.’’ 

As the world’s largest democracy in a stra-
tegically important part of the world, India is a 
critical ally for the United States. Continuing 
the process of improving our relationship is 
thus very important. This agreement, H.R. 
5682, will help us build a stronger partnership 
with India by allowing the United States to pro-
vide nuclear technology and fuel in order that 
India may meet its growing energy needs. 

This agreement also is an improvement 
over the current situation with respect to India 
and the threat posed by the spread of nuclear 
weapons. As a nonsignatory to the Nuclear 
Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT), India is outside 
the international nuclear nonproliferation 
scheme. This agreement provides incentives 
to gain its cooperation because under H.R. 
5682 the United States can only provide India 
nuclear assistance if the President certifies 
that India is taking certain specific steps to re-
duce the spread of nuclear weapons. These 
steps include the provision of a credible plan 
to separate its civilian and military nuclear pro-
grams, an agreement with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to apply IAEA 
safeguards to its civilian nuclear apparatus, 
and the taking of steps to prevent the export 
of sensitive nuclear materials or technology. 

Furthermore, after the President makes the 
necessary certifications, Congress still has to 
approve any nuclear supply agreement with 
India before it can go forward. This provides 
an opportunity for Congress to make its own 
independent analysis of the extent to which 
India has followed through on its commitment 
to nuclear nonproliferation. 

I do have some concerns about this legisla-
tion. It does not provide as many protections 
against the proliferation of nuclear weapons as 
I would have liked. And, I would have pre-
ferred that as a condition for aid India would 
at least have been required to agree to halt or 
limit its production of fissile material used for 
nuclear weapons. I will support the amend-
ments offered by Representatives SHERMAN 
and BERMAN which would achieve this later 
goal. 

Despite the fact that it is not perfect, H.R. 
5682 is a net plus for the United States and 
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the world. This legislation and the resulting nu-
clear supply agreements with India should im-
prove an important strategic relationship and 
reduce the likelihood nuclear weapons will fall 
into the hands of those wish to do us harm, 
including rogue states and terrorists. 

f 

A POSTHUMOUS TRIBUTE TO PAS-
TOR BISHOP CLARENCE HARMON 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the late Pastor Bishop Clarence 
Harmon, a man who was a giant among men 
in the Brooklyn, New York community. Al-
though he has passed on, it behooves us to 
pay tribute to this outstanding leader. I hope 
my colleagues will join me in recognizing his 
impressive accomplishments, as the commu-
nity prepares to honor the memory of this 
great man of God at a memorial service on 
July 30, 2006. 

Clarence Harmon was born July 26, 1926 in 
Columbia, South Carolina. After completing 
high school, he came to New York City. After 
several years in New York, he met and mar-
ried Catherine P. Penn. To that union, three 
children, one daughter and two sons were 
born. It was after their marriage that he ac-
cepted Christ as his personal Savior and 
joined Betterview Baptist Church. Upon depar-
ture from Betterview, he became affiliated with 
the Institutional Church of God in Christ under 
the leadership of Reverend Carl E. Williams. 
There, God began to mold and shape him for 
greater service. On Easter Sunday, 1951, he 
preached his first sermon. He graduated from 
Shelton College in 1956. In April 1956, he 
started a mission at 645 Halsey Street, Brook-
lyn. Shortly thereafter, by the direction of the 
Holy Spirit, Elder Harmon was led to 623 
Madison Street. The building was totally void. 
However, the spirit of God confirmed to him 
whispering the words ‘‘This Is It’’ and the Lord 
blessed his hands to build a structure such as 
the one that is known as Unity Temple. 

During the latter part of 1956, Unity Temple 
became affiliated with the Church of God in 
Christ, Inc. Eastern New York Jurisdiction. For 
the next 30 years, Pastor Harmon held various 
leadership positions within the COGIC, such 
as: President and Administrative Assistant of 
the Pioneers, Chairman of the Board of El-
ders; President of the State Benevolent Com-
mittee; and Superintendent of District No. 3 
under the leadership of the late Bishop F. D. 
Washington. As an Assistant Bishop to over 
100 churches throughout the dioceses of the 
Churches of God in Christ, Bishop Harmon in-
stituted a benevolence committee to take care 
of the pioneers and widows of the Eastern 
N.Y. Jurisdiction. 

In 1988, he was appointed to the position of 
First Assistant of the First Ecclesiastical Juris-
diction, Eastern New York; the late Bishop 
Ithiel Clemmons, Jurisdictional Prelate. In Oc-
tober 1995, he was elevated to the office of 
Bishop in the Churches of God in Christ. He 
served as Presiding Bishop of the O. M. Kelly/ 
F. D. Washington Brotherhood. 

Bishop Harmon was a pioneer in the Brook-
lyn community, hosting one of the largest food 
pantries in Bedford-Stuyvesant feeding over 

4,000 people a month. Bishop Harmon was a 
generous person donating his time and talent 
to those in need. He had an open door policy 
at the church, often allowing weddings and fu-
nerals to be held without cost. Bishop Har-
mon’s favorite saying was ‘‘Everybody is 
somebody’’ and he lived and proved that 
every day. Through his ministry, 15 churches 
to date have been birthed. Though small in 
stature, Bishop Harmon stood tall among men. 
He acquired the name ‘‘Muscles’’ from his 
friends in the ministry because of his strength 
and tenacity in defending the underprivileged. 
Some of those friends included the late Bishop 
F.D. Washington, Bishop O.M. Kelly and 
Bishop I. Clemmons, to name a few. 

He was and still is an inspiration to those 
who knew him. Bishop Harmon’s church com-
munity continues his legacy through the imple-
mentation of the Clarence Harmon Scholar-
ship Fund that will award two scholarships in 
his name to high school seniors seeking a col-
lege degree. This tribute will further serve as 
a reminder to our youth that no height is too 
great for them to achieve. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that it is incumbent 
on this body to recognize the accomplish-
ments of Pastor Bishop Clarence Harmon, a 
man who offered his talents and services for 
the betterment of our local and global commu-
nities. 

Mr. Speaker, Bishop Harmon’s selfless serv-
ice has continuously demonstrated a level of 
altruistic dedication that makes him most wor-
thy of our recognition today. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SERVICEMEN AND 
WOMEN 

HON. ERIC CANTOR 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the important contributions and 
deep sacrifices that our men and women in 
the military make. I would like to share the ex-
perience of one of my constituents, Major Jeff 
Farmer, who recently returned from Iraq and 
sent me this message: 

I’ll leave you with a little story. After 
going on R&R three months earlier (to date 
I’d been away from my home for more than 
twelve months), I flew into Atlanta National 
Airport from Kuwait for a layover waiting 
for the next flight to Charlottesville, VA. I 
had on my same uniform that I had been 
wearing for 36 straight hours. I was trying to 
get home to my family. I was hungry so I 
went into an Appleby’s in the airport ter-
minal. I did not feel very patriotic so I found 
a corner booth and dropped my pack next to 
the floor by my table. I was tired so I put my 
head down as if to meditate and trying not 
to attract any attention. I was not quite sure 
if I wanted to eat or sleep however both were 
weighing heavily on my mind. The waiter 
came to my table and reminded me that I 
could not drink alcohol in the airport in uni-
form because of General Order #1. I told the 
waiter that was OK. I was not drinking any-
way. My eyes were a little hazy and I was ap-
preciating the look of free people walking 
around and enjoying each other’s conversa-
tion. It was refreshing and distracted my at-
tention while I was trying to look at the 
menu and order. It was nice to hear a baby 
cry, people laugh, and just enjoy what they 
were doing without consequences or reper-

cussions. The environment was very warm 
which made me feel a little envious of my 
experience and if they really knew how good 
life really is. My meal finally came and I ate 
slowly trying to taste, smell, and enjoy 
every bite. French fries never tasted so good. 

After an enjoyable meal I slowly got up 
and walked over to the counter to ask for my 
waiter so I could pay and leave. The cashier 
said, ‘‘Don’t worry. The meal is covered.’’ I 
thanked him and he said don’t thank me. 
Four different people offered to pay your 
meal and when I told the other three the 
meal was paid in full they said, ‘‘Keep the 
money for the next soldier coming in.’’ As I 
turned from the counter with my pack on 
my back people began to stand, thank me, 
pat my back, and applaud. Tears filled my 
eyes. I was humbled. Just the thought and 
gesture made me feel proud of what I was 
doing and my service to my country. At that 
moment I knew I was home. 

We owe Major Jeff Farmer and his fellow 
servicemen and women a debt of gratitude for 
helping preserve freedom and democracy. 

f 

HONORING GIRLS INC. 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize Girls Inc., an outstanding organization 
that serves young women and girls throughout 
my district and across our country. Girls Inc. is 
a national nonprofit organization whose mis-
sion is to inspire all girls to be ‘‘strong, smart, 
and bold.’’ With local roots dating to 1864 and 
national status since 1945, Girls Inc. has re-
sponded to the changing needs of girls and 
their communities through research-based pro-
grams and public education that empower girls 
to reach their full potential and to understand, 
value, and assert their rights. 

Girls Inc. reaches nearly 800,000 girls 
through its direct service, website, products, 
and publications. In 1,700 program sites in the 
United States and Canada, Girls Inc. directly 
serves girls ages 6–18 with research-based 
programs focusing on science, math, and 
technology; physical and mental health and 
sexuality; violence prevention and safety; sub-
stance abuse prevention; financial literacy; 
sports and athletic skills; leadership and advo-
cacy; and media literacy. Of the girls served 
by Girls Inc., 76 percent are girls from commu-
nities of color and 70 percent come from fami-
lies earning $25,000 or less. More than half 
are from single-parent households, most of 
which are headed by women. 

The Girls Inc. movement started in New 
England during the Industrial Revolution as a 
response to the needs of a new working class: 
young women who had migrated from rural 
communities in search of newly available job 
opportunities in textile mills and factories. The 
movement grew during the Great Depression, 
and in 1945, 19 charter clubs formed the Girls 
Club of America, a name that would, in 1990, 
change to Girls Inc. 

Over the years Girls Inc. programming has 
changed to accommodate the evolving needs 
of young women in our society. While pro-
gramming in the 1950s focused on preparing 
young women for future roles as wives and 
homemakers, amidst the social turbulence that 
marked American life in the 1960s, Girls Inc. 
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rethought its mission and educational mes-
sage. In response to hundreds of letters from 
young women seeking programming that could 
better address the changing roles of young 
women and girls in our society, Girls Inc. initi-
ated a major fundraising campaign, tripled its 
budget, and more than doubled the number of 
centers nationwide. With a strong financial 
foothold, and in the wake of the civil rights 
movement, the women’s movement, and a 
flood of women entering the workforce, Girls 
Inc. shifted the organization from its role as 
shaper of homemakers and good citizens to a 
new role as an advocate for the rights and 
needs of girls of all backgrounds and abilities. 

Girls Inc. today is a multifaceted organiza-
tion, devoted to the dual goals of empowering 
girls and creating a more equitable society. 
The work of Girls Inc. is especially significant 
in California’s 9th Congressional District, with 
Girls Inc. of Alameda County annually serving 
over 7,000 young women and their families, 
many of whom are my constituents. Under the 
excellent longtime leadership of Executive Di-
rector Pat Loomes, Girls Inc. of Alameda 
County has reached untold numbers of girls in 
the East Bay through its successful implemen-
tation of numerous programs such as the 
GIRLSmart intensive after school literacy pro-
gram, and the Eureka Program, which seeks 
to give young women the opportunity to ex-
plore different career options, take on leader-
ship roles and take positive risks. 

This four-year program is especially signifi-
cant to my District Office, where Girls Inc. Eu-
reka Program participants have sought and 
been placed in internships there every sum-
mer for the past several years. It has been an 
honor to get to know these young women and 
to assist them in developing the tools and the 
knowledge they will need as our future lead-
ers, and I am thrilled to have the opportunity 
to continue this work in partnership with Girls 
Inc. every year. 

Today, on behalf of California’s 9th Con-
gressional District, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in saluting the directors, staff, supporters, 
and most of all, the girls of Girls Inc. for their 
work to reach out to, educate and empower 
young women and girls everywhere. Their ex-
traordinary work has touched the lives of 
countless young people, and I thank Girls Inc. 
for its ongoing commitment to helping all girls 
to become strong, smart and bold. 

f 

HEALTH INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY PROMOTION ACT OF 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4157) to amend 
the Social Security Act to encourage the dis-
semination, security, confidentiality, and 
usefulness of health information technology: 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Chairman, I rise in op-
position to H.R. 4157, the Health Information 
Technology Promotion Act. While I strongly 
support improving and advancing health infor-
mation technology, I am disappointed that the 
Majority chose to bring this inadequate bill to 
the House Floor instead of offering the Enzi- 

Kennedy-Frist-Clinton bipartisan Senate- 
passed bill. 

H.R. 4157 does not provide for the develop-
ment or adoption of interoperability standard. It 
does not provide funding to help providers 
transition to an electronic medical records sys-
tem. And it does not provide privacy protec-
tions which will ensure that patients can con-
trol access to their own sensitive electronic 
health information. In fact, the Congressional 
Budget Office has stated that ‘‘enacting H.R. 
4157 would not significantly affect either the 
rate at which the use of health technology will 
grow or how well that technology will be de-
signed and implemented.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, all of this makes you wonder 
why the Majority insisted on bringing this bill to 
the floor and refused to consider the Dingell- 
Rangel substitute. The Dingell-Rangel sub-
stitute was the bipartisan Senate-passed bill 
with additional key privacy protections. It au-
thorized necessary funding to help providers 
adopt health IT and it removed provisions that 
expanded waste, fraud and abuse. 

Mr. Chairman, we must bring our healthcare 
system into the 21st century. To do so, we 
must have a comprehensive, interoperable 
technology-based system that will also protect 
patient privacy. With this, we will improve effi-
ciency, ensure patient care, and reduce med-
ical error. Unfortunately, this bill has too many 
flaws and does little to improve upon our out-
moded pen and pad system. I am dis-
appointed that the Majority did not allow us to 
vote on a bill that will make a difference. 
Americans deserve better. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF PROVIDING COT-
TON TARIFF RELIEF FOR HIGH- 
QUALITY SHIRT MAKERS 

HON. ROB SIMMONS 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, last year I in-
troduced duty suspension legislation for high- 
quality woven cotton shirting fabrics that are 
not currently produced in the United States. 
Today, after receiving valuable input from the 
International Trade Commission, ITC, and the 
National Council of Textile Organizations, 
NCTO, I am happy to reintroduce a slightly re-
vised version of this legislation. 

The high-quality cotton fabrics affected by 
this legislation are used in the domestic pro-
duction of fine men’s and boys’ dress shirts. 
Unfortunately, several American companies 
that produce these shirts are being unfairly pe-
nalized by tariffs on the cotton they must im-
port for this purpose. But because this type of 
cotton is not produced domestically, these tar-
iffs protect no American interest. 

What’s more, Canada has eliminated its tar-
iffs on this type of imported woven shirting 
fabrics, and under a provision of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement, NAFTA, Ca-
nadian shirt makers can export large quan-
tities of these shirts to the U.S. duty-free. This 
further puts U.S.-based shirt manufacturers at 
a competitive disadvantage. 

Last year, following a request for public 
comments by the House Ways and Means 
Committee on all tariff relief trade bills, the 
NCTO raised a concern about the scope of 
fabrics that could conceivably be covered by 

my original bill, H.R. 1945. In addition, the 
Ways and Means Committee requested tech-
nical comments on all tariff relief bills from the 
ITC. 

Because this legislation was never intended 
to cover other cotton fabrics—and to alleviate 
any perceived concerns about the scope of 
the bill—I have adjusted the language in the 
bill to specifically list the affected fabrics by 
number. This will make it perfectly clear that 
the bill only covers men’s and boys’ cotton 
shirting fabrics. In addition, the bill has been 
adjusted to reflect minor technical corrections 
suggested by the ITC. 

I am proud to say that this newly revised bill 
has gained the approval of NCTO. Therefore, 
it is my hope that this legislation will serve as 
a strong demonstration of continuing House 
support for these duty suspensions, which are 
also included in companion legislation that has 
been introduced in the Senate by Sen. ARLEN 
SPECTER of Pennsylvania. 

I urge my colleagues to support this com-
mon-sense tariff relief measure that will yield 
positive benefits for American companies, 
workers and consumers. 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE HOLY 
SAVIOUR CLUB OF NORRISTOWN, 
PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Holy 
Saviour Club of Norristown, Pennsylvania. 

The Holy Saviour Club was founded by 
Italian-American immigrants from the town of 
Montella, Italy. It was the desire of the found-
ing families to share their Italian heritage and 
culture with their fellow Montgomery County 
citizens. 

The Holy Saviour Club will celebrate its 
100th anniversary with a weekend celebration 
on August 4th–6th and the members and 
guests will participate in a celebratory proces-
sion, feast, and a solemn mass at Holy Sav-
iour Church. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me today in honoring the Holy Saviour Club of 
Norristown, Pennsylvania as it celebrates its 
100th anniversary. It is my hope the Club con-
tinues to prosper and promote the Italian herit-
age and culture of its members for the benefit 
of the larger Montgomery County community. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO LEONARD H. ROB-
INSON, COMMITTEE ADVOCATE 
FOR AFRICA 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Leonard H. Robinson, a humble 
and committed public servant whose judgment 
and insight helped further USA policy initia-
tives in Africa and whose dedication and lead-
ership helped change the lives on two different 
continents. Mr. Robinson who was a strong 
advocate for Africa, and for the rights of oth-
ers, died unexpectedly at Washington Hospital 



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1594 July 28, 2006 
Center on July 25, 2006 of kidney failure fol-
lowing a short illness. Mr. Robinson’s belief in 
the potential of Africa motivated others to look 
beyond themselves to see how their actions 
could be used to benefit others. 

Born in North Carolina, Robinson earned a 
BA from Ohio State and did graduate studies 
at the State University of New York, the Amer-
ican University and Harvard’s John F. Ken-
nedy School of Government. Mr. Robinson be-
lieved that if you can conceive it, then you can 
achieve it, and he proved that with all of his 
many accomplishments. At the tender age of 
23, Mr. Robinson was named the associate 
Director for India for the Peace Corps, where 
he later became the director of minority re-
cruitment. Mr. Robinson left America at a time 
when people were not learning from one an-
other to serve in a country that benefited from 
his help as a black man. This experience 
shaped how he envisioned the rest of the 
world, laying the groundwork for a long and 
successful career in the public sector. 

Following his work in the Peace Corps, Mr. 
Robinson served two terms as a deputy as-
sistant secretary of State for Africa. From 
1983–1984 during the Reagan administration, 
Robinson oversaw economic and commercial 
policy at the State Department. When he re-
turned to the African Bureau in 1990, he co-
ordinated U.S policy toward west and central 
Africa and directed U.S diplomatic efforts to 
end Liberia’s civil war, until President Bush left 
office in 1994. During that time, for six years 
between his State Department postings, Rob-
inson served as president of the U.S. African 
Development Foundation which was estab-
lished by Congress to provide small-scale as-
sistance to community based organizations in 
Africa. 

Also in 2001, Robinson helped in the cre-
ation of the Africa society to carry on public 
awareness and support for Africa as a direct 
outgrowth of the historic National Summit on 
Africa. This National Summit was initiated with 
funding from the Ford Foundation and the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York to build 
support for Africa in the United States. He was 
named President of the organization in 1999. 

The Africa Society is helping educate Amer-
ica about Africa and has assisted in the ex-
pansion of a broad base of support for Africa 
through the initiatives taken on by Mr. Robin-
son. Bernadette Paolo, vice president and co- 
founder of the Africa Society said that Mr. 
Robinson ‘‘gave everything he had to the Afri-
ca society, and to the continent of Africa for 
over 30 years. He contributed brilliance, pas-
sion, and visionary leadership. He was our 
founder, our inspiration and our star. His 
memory will serve to move us forward on our 
mission to educate all Americans about Afri-
ca’’. 

Africa for a long time and perhaps still is 
considered a poor and aids stricken ‘‘country’’ 
and not a rich and diverse continent. The Afri-
can Society with Mr. Robinson’s leadership 
has attacked this misconception. We all mourn 
the loss of such a true pioneer. 

I enter into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the 
press release written about his life published 
by the Africa Society of the National Summit 
on Africa on July 25, 2006. As more and more 
American’s perceptions and policy decisions 
change towards Africa, we must forever reflect 
on the individuals who gave their life so that 
we can begin the process of understanding 
the lives of others. One will not be able to 

speak about the progress between the USA 
and Africa without bringing up his name, for 
he has without a doubt made great contribu-
tions to achieving understanding between us. 

[From the Africa Society of the National 
Summit on Africa] 

AFRICA SOCIETY STAFF—LEONARD H. 
ROBINSON, JR. 

Leonard Robinson has more than 30 years 
working and living experience in inter-
national affairs, with Africa and Asia as re-
gions of specialization. He served as Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State for African Af-
fairs, from 1983–85 where he was responsible 
for economic and commercial policy. And, as 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State from 
1990–1993, he was responsible for U.S. policy 
toward Central and West Africa. His other 
portfolios for Africa included Narcotics, Ter-
rorism, Democracy and the Peace Corps. He 
also directed U.S. diplomatic initiatives to 
help in the resolution of the Liberia civil 
war. 

Robinson spent six years as President of 
the U.S. African Development Foundation, 
established by Congress in 1981 to provide of-
ficial assistance to community-based organi-
zations and grassroots enterprises through-
out Africa. During his tenure, annual Con-
gressional appropriations increased from an 
initial $lm to $17m. He has also worked with 
the U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment, the Battelle Memorial Institute, and 
the Peace Corps where he served as a volun-
teer, Associate Director for India and as Di-
rector of Minority Recruitment for the 
United States. 

A native of North Carolina, Robinson re-
ceived a BA from Ohio State University; and 
attended graduate school at the State Uni-
versity of New York, Binghamton, and post 
graduate school at the American University, 
Washington, DC, and Harvard’s John F. Ken-
nedy School of Government. He is the recipi-
ent of two honorary doctoral degrees. 

He is professor of African Studies at the 
University of Massachusetts—Boston, and 
Senior Fellow at the Center for Development 
and Democracy at the John W. McCormack 
Institute, the University’s think tank. He 
founded LHR International Group, Inc. in 
1997, a political policy consulting firm spe-
cializing in the analysis of U.S. foreign pol-
icy for the heads of state and foreign min-
isters of African and Asian nations. 

Mr. Robinson and colleagues founded The 
Africa Society in 2001 as a direct outgrowth 
of the historic National Summit on Africa. 
The mission of the Africa Society is to edu-
cate and inform all Americans about the 
great and diverse continent of Africa. With a 
grant supported by the Ford Foundation and 
the Carnegie Corporation of New York, the 
National Summit on Africa was established 
in 1997 to educate all Americans about Afri-
ca, to build a broad constituency of support 
for Africa in the United States, and to for-
mulate a National Policy Plan of Action on 
U.S.-Africa Relations in the Twenty-First 
Century—the Summit held a historic con-
ference on Africa in Washington, D.C., Feb-
ruary 16–20, 2000. Over 8,000 Americans from 
every state, as well as continental Africans, 
attended. Robinson will continue to serve as 
President and CEO of the newly established 
Africa Society of The National Summit on 
Africa. 

Robinson is the author of several articles 
and publications, and serves on a number of 
boards and advisory councils including the 
National Peace Corps Association, and Dis-
covery Channel’s Global Education Fund. In 
2005 Mayor Anthony Williams appointed and 
swore in Robinson to the Board of Trustees 
of the University of the District of Columbia. 
A frequent speaker, he has made presen-

tations at World Affairs Councils throughout 
the U.S., the Economic Commission for Afri-
ca in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, at UNC-Chapel 
Hill, UMass-Boston, Eastern Connecticut 
University, UCLA, The Monterey Language 
Institute and the Miller Center at the Uni-
versity of Virginia. 

The University of Virginia appointed Rob-
inson as its first Diplomat Scholar in Resi-
dence in August 2004. He has been listed in 
Who’s Who in America since 1985. 

f 

ASEAN MUST BE USED TO MAKE 
HUN SEN LISTEN 

HON. MARK R. KENNEDY 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, 
as we stand here today, Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice, and other representatives 
of the United States are attending the annual 
meeting of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) in Kuala Lampur. 

As a Representative from a State with a 
large and vibrant Cambodian community, I 
have been very closely following issues on the 
ground in Cambodia. 

For some time, I have been deeply con-
cerned about Cambodian Prime Minister Hun 
Sen’s policy of undermining democratic prin-
ciples and justice. 

Having met with leaders like Sam Rainsy, 
Mu Sochua and Kem Sokha, I have heard 
their chilling reports of routine violations of the 
Cambodian constitution’s guarantees of free-
dom of expression and association. I have 
been outraged by Hun Sen’s arbitrary arrests 
and violations of fundamental human dignity 
and respect. 

I urge the Secretary of State to use the 
ASEAN forum to rally the world community to 
remind the Hun Sen regime of its obligations 
to its people. 

The government must immediately end its 
systematic campaign to undermine democ-
racy, the rule of law, and human rights in 
Cambodia. The Secretary should remind the 
regime that the American people, the world 
community, and the donor community that has 
provided $2 billion in aid to Cambodia is 
watching. 

f 

POVERTY IN AMERICA ONE YEAR 
FOLLOWING HURRICANES 
KATRINA AND RITA 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, before 
Congress recesses for the month of August, I 
would like to take a moment of time to call at-
tention to an issue of great importance. As a 
nation, we are approaching the year anniver-
sary of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, two of the 
most powerful and destructive natural disas-
ters the United States has seen. 

Chaos ensued in the aftermath of the hurri-
canes; untimely responses to the disaster in 
addition to inadequate resources turned the 
situation from a natural into a man-made dis-
aster. As people were fleeing their homes and 
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gathering in camps like refugees without 
water, food, or adequate shelter—media cov-
erage began to expose the dirty secret of 
America’s working poor. Out of the 5.8 million 
people from the States of Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, and Alabama who were directly af-
fected by this devastation, more than one mil-
lion—nearly one-fifth of those affected—lived 
in poverty. These atrocities shined the light on 
poverty in America. People could not ignore it. 
Indeed, the events made Americans question, 
‘‘how is it that so many people, most of them 
children, are living below the poverty line in 
the wealthiest country in the world?’’ 

Upon visiting New Orleans after the Hurri-
canes, President Bush declared that the na-
tion had a solemn duty to help the poor. But 
the issue of America’s poor was brief in the 
presidential limelight. Despite the clarity of the 
problem of poverty that the disasters brought, 
poverty fails to be a priority for this administra-
tion. The war in Iraq is the top priority for this 
administration, draining the country’s re-
sources and taking precedent over the press-
ing domestic issue of abject poverty in Amer-
ica. Tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans, not 
healthcare and living wages for those who are 
struggling to make it. Significant cuts to our 
social safety nets of Medicare and Medicaid. 
Failure to raise the minimum wage. Time after 
time, this Administration has promoted legisla-
tion that disenfranchises the working poor. 
The administration had an opportunity to ad-
dress poverty, and it has shown a complete 
lack of leadership to do so. Poverty is not a 
priority for this administration. 

As Members of Congress, we share the re-
sponsibility with the executive branch of gov-
ernment to put poverty back on the agenda, to 
create and fund programs that can help Amer-
ica’s forgotten poor. I hope that assisting the 
poor in fundamental ways will top our legisla-
tive agenda when we return. Doing so would 
be the best tribute to the victims of the recent 
hurricane disasters to mark the year anniver-
sary of this sad moment in our history. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NELL GRISSOM 

HON. CHARLES W. ‘‘CHIP’’ PICKERING 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, today I want 
to share with this Congress the life and work 
of Nell Grissom at Wesley House in Meridian, 
Mississippi. She represents the best of Mis-
sissippi and demonstrates again and again, 
the power of faith, hope, and love. 

Nell was stricken with polio at the age of 
twelve and paralyzed from the neck down. 
Doctors said she would never walk or have 
children. For years she lived in a full-length 
steel brace from chin to hip. But she finished 
high school; she married, and has three chil-
dren and two grandchildren. Faith, determina-
tion, and hard work gave her inner strength to 
match the steel of those braces. Strength to 
build, guide, and direct a mission that feeds, 
clothes, educates, counsels, reforms, and 
heals: touching over 33,000 people every 
year. 

In the mid-1960’s, Wesley House Commu-
nity Center in Meridian was about to close. 
Founded in 1904 by a group of churchwomen 
to bring hope into the lives of women and chil-

dren living in poverty around a cotton mill, for 
sixty years, they held Bible classes and sew-
ing lessons and distributed food and shoes 
and Christmas presents to the poor people in 
that neighborhood. Methodists operated Wes-
ley House in a small frame cottage and staffed 
it with a missionary deaconess. 

By 1967, the church could no longer provide 
a deaconess and Nell Grissom, who was vol-
unteer leader of the Youth Fellowship at Cen-
tral Methodist Church, was asked to help keep 
the doors open until a qualified mission worker 
could be found. Now forty years later it is obvi-
ous to all that Nell Grissom was the mission 
worker they needed. 

Wesley House currently serves as the cen-
tral hub for the regions Toys-for-Tots drive at 
Christmas. Nell Grissom has also turned Wes-
ley House into a crisis center for local, re-
gional, and state disasters. This past year 
Wesley House was instrumental in distributing 
aid to Hurricane Katrina victims. 

Years of service to thousands of people 
trapped in the vicious cycle of poverty, ne-
glect, abuse, and crime, led Nell to open East 
Central Mississippi’s first Sexual Assault Crisis 
Center in 1990. Almost overwhelmed by the 
response of hundreds of victims of sexual as-
sault and abuse, Nell worked tirelessly. Coun-
selors were employed and a volunteer crisis 
line response team was set up to counsel with 
victims at hospital emergency rooms and law 
enforcement facilities on a twenty-four hour 
basis. Nell’s efforts have expanded the Sexual 
Assault Crisis Center and Children’s Advocacy 
Center at Wesley House to include a traveling 
counselor serving victims in five counties and 
abuse prevention programs in the public 
schools. Moving beyond direct services to vic-
tims of sexual assault and abuse, Nell 
Grissom expanded the Wesley House victims 
rights programs to include services to families 
of victims of homicide and other crimes. 

For over forty years now, Nell Grissom has 
led countless volunteers to build an agency 
that gives victims productive futures. Helping 
victims of poverty and neglect before they be-
come victims of crime is a major focus of Nell 
Grissom’s life. Every day she and her co- 
workers are salvaging lives from the mean 
streets, instilling the virtues of work, faith, and 
morality in those most vulnerable of our citi-
zens. Nell retires in August and ends this 
chapter in Wesley House’s history, but she 
does so with sadness and with joy. Sadness 
that she will not be guiding the great services 
that Wesley House provides, and joy because 
she knows that God has used her to touch the 
lives of countless people. 

Mr. Speaker, Nell Grissom could have rest-
ed on her laurels and retired years ago, yet 
she has kept working for over forty years as 
she still works late into the evening at Wesley 
House helping just one more victim with one 
more problem. The impact of Nell Grissom’s 
service is reflected in the countless people 
from all walks of life who can testify about the 
healing Nell Grissom has brought to their lives 
and their families. She has made her commu-
nity, her state, and her country a better place 
through her efforts and I am proud to call her 
a daughter of Mississippi. 

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
BOROUGH OF KENHORST 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Borough 
of Kenhorst in Berks County, Pennsylvania. 

The residents of Cumru Township, upset 
with what they described as an exorbitant 
streetlight tax, a lack of fire and police protec-
tion, and a lack of street improvement, de-
cided to secede from the Township to create 
their own municipality, thereby resulting in the 
establishment of the Borough of Kenhorst 
nearly 75 years ago. 

Its name is of most interesting origins. Along 
New Holland Road to the south of the pro-
posed borough was a large estate owned by 
the Horst family. Along Lancaster Avenue was 
a large farm operated by the Kendall family, 
also known as Kendall Park. Consequently, 
the founders decided to combine both names 
and Kenhorst Borough was thereby incor-
porated on August 25, 1931. 

The Borough remains largely residential, but 
has recently seen expansion along the two 
main throughways—New Holland Road and 
Lancaster Avenue—because of the commu-
nity’s outstanding beauty and quality of life. 
Today, the Borough is considered one of the 
premier communities in Berks County and the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me today in honoring the Borough of Kenhorst 
on its 75th anniversary and recognizing the 
service of a multitude of citizens who worked 
tirelessly to establish, promote, and grow the 
Borough to become the exemplary community 
it is today. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO CORA WALKER: 
LAWYER WHO BROKE RACIAL 
GROUND 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Cora Walker, a just woman 
whose sincere determination and resolve not 
only helped change the way law became prac-
ticed in New York but also helped diversify its 
practitioners. Ms. Cora Walker who is recog-
nized as being one of the first black women to 
practice law in the state of New York, suc-
cumbed to cancer at her Manhattan home on 
July 20, 2006. As a living example of an indi-
vidual who defied the odds, Ms. Walker 
walked the path less traveled, opening it up 
for many others to follow. 

Born in Charlotte in 1922, to William and 
Benetta Jones Walker, Ms. Walker was one of 
9 children. Ms. Walker’s family, at that time 
like most Southern families, wanted a life be-
yond the laws of segregation and Jim Crow. 
Their search for the American dream carried 
them to the Bronx. The new life in New York, 
however, brought unexpected changes, the 
biggest one being the sudden divorce of her 
parents. The separation of her parents, cre-
ated a financial burden for the entire family 
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leaving her mother and her siblings dependent 
on public assistance. Although this incident 
proved to be tragic, just like the saying goes, 
‘‘only the most beautiful flowers bloom in ad-
versity,’’ Ms. Walker emerged from this hard-
ship as the main provider and supporter of the 
family, eventually getting her family off of wel-
fare. 

Ms. Walker earned her bachelors degree 
and law degree in a special 6-year program in 
which students earned both a bachelors and 
law degree. She is recognized as being the 
first African-American woman to graduate from 
the St. John’s University School of Law in 
1946. Recognizing the disparity between the 
number of black and white lawyers, Ms. Walk-
er spent much of her career working for the 
National Bar Association, the organization of 
Black lawyers formed to support the advance-
ment of Blacks in the progression and helped 
found the Associations Counsel Conference, 
an annual meeting that helped black lawyers 
cultivate relationships with corporate clients. It 
is through her work within this organization 
and others that gave her the skills to become 
the first woman to serve as president of the 
Harlem Lawyers Association. 

Although she was admitted to the Bar in 
1947, the color of her skin still proved to be 
the only measure being used to judge her ca-
pabilities and worth. A woman who defied so 
many odds, who found the self-will within, to 
do the unthinkable, whose courage should 
have been commended, was still black. Sadly, 
the only position offered to her was the posi-
tion to be the firms’ secretary. Unwilling to 
write the story of a woman who came, fought 
the great battle and lost, she decided to re- 
write history with her own thoughts utilizing 
her own gifts. 

Her efforts culminated in the establishment 
of her own firm. Although she ran unsuccess-
fully for the New York Senate in 1958 and 
1964, she was recognized at that time as 
being one of the most powerful leaders in Har-
lem. Her legacy rings true even today. Not 
only does the African American community 
mourn her loss, but all the lives she touched 
by being a symbol for justice everywhere as 
well feel her loss. 

I enter into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the 
obituary published in the New York Times on 
July 24, 2006. She has truly left her mark on 
our society and she will always be remem-
bered for that. As the percentages of African 
American lawyers continue to increase across 
the country, we must acknowledge the pio-
neers whose contributions to justice and 
equality made the opportunities we have today 
a reality. 

[From the New York Times, July 20, 2006] 
CORA WALKER, 84, DIES; LAWYER WHO BROKE 

RACIAL GROUND 
(By Margalit Fox) 

Cora T. Walker, a prominent New York 
lawyer who nearly 60 years ago became one 
of the first black women to practice law in 
the state, died last Thursday at her home in 
Manhattan. She was 84. 

The cause was cancer, said her son Law-
rence R. Bailey Jr., a lawyer, who practiced 
with his mother for many years. 

For decades, Ms. Walker ran a private 
practice in Harlem, first on 125th Street and 
later from a restored brownstone at 270 
Lenox Avenue. From 1976 until her retire-
ment in 1999, she was the senior partner in 
Walker & Bailey, one of the city’s few black 
law firms, which she established with her 
son. 

The firm’s practice eventually included 
corporate clients like Conrail, the Ford 
Motor Company, Texas Instruments and 
Kentucky Fried Chicken. But Ms. Walker 
continued drawing up wills and preparing 
personal-injury claims for the men and 
women she described as the ‘‘plain, ordinary, 
not elegant people’’ of her Harlem commu-
nity. 

Active in Republican politics, Ms. Walker 
ran unsuccessfully for the New York State 
Senate in 1958 and 1964. In 1970, The New 
York Times included her—the only woman— 
on a list of the most powerful leaders in Har-
lem. 

Cora Thomasina Walker was born on June 
20, 1922, in Charlotte, N.C., one of nine chil-
dren of William and Benetta Jones Walker. 
The family moved to the Bronx when she was 
a child. When she was an adolescent, her par-
ents separated, leaving her, her mother and 
her siblings dependent on public assistance. 

After graduating from James Monroe High 
School in the Bronx, Ms. Walker promptly 
informed the Welfare Department that their 
help was no longer required: she would sup-
port the family. She took a night job as a 
teletype operator with Western Union and 
also sold Christmas cards. 

At the same time, Ms. Walker was enrolled 
at St. John’s University, then in Brooklyn, 
in a special six-year program in which stu-
dents earned both a bachelor’s degree and a 
law degree. She received a bachelor’s degree 
in accounting from St. John’s in 1945 and a 
law degree the next year. 

For much of her career, Ms. Walker was ac-
tive in the National Bar Association, a his-
torically black organization. She helped 
found the association’s Corporate Counsel 
Conference, an annual meeting sponsored by 
its commercial law section. Begun in 1988, 
the conference helps black lawyers cultivate 
relationships with corporate clients. 

In the 1960s, Ms. Walker became the first 
woman to serve as president of the Harlem 
Lawyers Association. 

Ms. Walker’s marriage, to Lawrence R. 
Bailey Sr., a lawyer, ended in divorce. In ad-
dition to her son Lawrence Jr., of the Bronx, 
she is survived by another son, Bruce E. Bai-
ley, a physician, of Norwich, Conn.; a sister, 
Danetta Black, formerly of White Plains; 
and three grandchildren. 

In 1947, when Ms. Walker was admitted to 
the New York bar, she found the doors of the 
city’s law firms tightly shut. (One firm re-
lented and offered her a position—as a sec-
retary.) So she struck out on her own. 

Her first client was an undertaker, for 
whom she did collections. Before long, by 
dint of reading self-improvement books, Ms. 
Walker had learned to ‘‘join everything, give 
everybody a card, join a political club,’’ as 
she told The New York Times in 1989. 

In 1999, the New York County Lawyers’ As-
sociation installed a plaque outside the 
Lenox Avenue brownstone where Ms. Walker 
had her office, commemorating her half-cen-
tury in the law. The building has since been 
sold, her son said, and the plaque is now 
gone. 

f 

KC–135 REPLACEMENT PROGRAM 
TECHNOLOGY 

HON. TERRY EVERETT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. Speaker, it is more im-
portant than ever that our military have the 
best technologies available in their weapon 
systems and equipment. The tremendous 

strides that have been made in the area of 
technology have allowed us to do more with 
less. With a smaller force, it becomes impera-
tive to provide the best technology and the 
best capabilities to our warfighters. 

Our front line systems require cutting edge 
technologies to preserve the maximum advan-
tage over our adversaries. It is important that 
we remain mindful of this as we look to the 
KC–135 Tanker replacement aircraft the Air 
Force is scheduled to purchase. We would be 
ill advised to disregard the technologies avail-
able in the aircraft being offered, as this air-
craft will be in our inventory for decades. 

This KC–X competition involves an older air-
craft and a newer one. Old technology built 
today is still old, and offers little in the com-
petitive environment. Retrofitting add-on tech-
nologies into older aircrafts’ cockpits and else-
where are costly modifications that offer only 
a partial solution to acquiring the best avail-
able aircraft. 

Instead, the Air Force should consider the 
value of buying the latest, proven generation 
of commercial aircraft with modem technology 
already integrated into the platform. In closing, 
I believe we must procure the most advanced 
technology available for this aircraft to both 
accomplish the mission and to ensure the 
highest level of performance over its service 
life. The Air Force has a clear opportunity to 
procure the most advanced aircraft for the 
KC–X and our warfighters deserve no less. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE HUNDREDTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE FRANK-
LIN SPECIAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to take a moment to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the Franklin Special School 
District. For a century this district has served 
as a shining example of quality in public 
school education. 

FSSD is recognized within the State of Ten-
nessee and nationally for excellence. It has re-
ceived straights A’s in the 2005 Tennessee 
State Report Card which is based on student 
achievement and academic gains. The faculty 
and staff have demonstrated incredible dedi-
cation to the mission of educating students. 
That’s something we all ought to applaud. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate the par-
ents and students of the FSSD. I also ask my 
colleagues to join me in sending a special 
thanks to Dr. David Snowden, Director of 
Schools and the Franklin Special School Dis-
trict teachers and staff for educating the lead-
ers of tomorrow. We wish them all the best in 
the years ahead. 

f 

IN HONOR OF COLONEL RICK 
RIERA, ‘‘SEEKER AND DEFENDER 
OF FREEDOM’’ 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a great soldier and a great 
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American, Colonel Rick R. Riera, who is giving 
up command next week at Fort Benning, GA, 
the ‘‘Home of the Infantry.’’ 

Colonel Riera was born on June 4, 1959 in 
Matanzas, Cuba. At the tender age of nine 
years old, he and his family fled the Com-
munist government and were granted political 
asylum in this country. They were flown via a 
Liberty Flight to Miami, Florida, where Colonel 
Riera grew up. 

Riera was admitted to the United States 
Military Academy and in 1981 graduated and 
reported for training at Fort Benning. After his 
initial training, he was assigned as a Rifle and 
Scout Platoon Leader on the Demilitarized 
Zone in Korea. 

During his career, Colonel Riera has served 
in six Infantry Regiments (8th, 15th, 18th, 
23rd, 30th, and 75th) and four Infantry Divi-
sions (2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 24th). His service 
highlights have included assignments as a 
Ranger Rifle Platoon Leader during the inva-
sion of Grenada, command of two mechanized 
Infantry companies in Germany during the 
Cold War, and command of the Infantry’s first 
M2A3 Bradley Battalion during the Division 
Capstone Exercise. 

Staff experience consists of duty as a Bat-
talion S–3, Battalion XO, Brigade S–4, Brigade 
S–3, and Brigade XO with the Sledgehammer 
Brigade on Kelley Hill. Colonel Riera also 
served as the Chief of Crew Training for U.S. 
Army Europe’s New Equipment Training Team 
during the fielding of Bradleys to the 3rd AD 
and 2nd ACR. Additionally, he was the first 
Chief of the Bradley Crew Evaluator Training 
Team for standardized gunnery at 
Grafenwoehr. 

Joint experience consists of service with J– 
3 Southern Command in Panama and the An-
dean Ridge as a counterdrug operations offi-
cer at the height of the Drug War against the 
Medellin and Cali Cartels. Colonel Riera later 
served as the Army Special Assistant to the 
Commander in Chief of U.S. Southern Com-
mand following its move to Miami, Florida. 

In addition to completing Infantry courses 
here at Fort Benning, he is a graduate of the 
Regional Studies Course at the J.F.K. Special 
Warfare Center, the Command and General 
Staff Course at the U.S. Army School of the 
Americas, and the Inter-American Defense 
College. His awards include the Defense Meri-
torious Service Medal, Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge, Expert Infantryman’s Badge, and Val-
orous Unit Award. 

Colonel Riera is married to the former 
Rosario Moreno of San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
They have two children, Rebeca and Ricky. 

Mr. Speaker, Colonel Riera is stepping 
down as the garrison commander at Fort 
Benning next week, and I stand here to honor 
him today for his years of service to this Na-
tion. He escaped tyranny in his native land 
and, with his family, sought freedom and op-
portunity in America. He found his freedom 
and is now dedicating every day of his life to 
protecting it for his children and for each and 
every one of us. I thank him for his service, 
particularly his leadership at Fort Benning, and 
wish him luck in his future assignment at Fort 
Sam Houston as Deputy Chief of Staff of Op-
erations, U.S. Army, South. 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT F. KERLEY 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a distinguished American, Robert F. 
Kerley, who died on July 7, 2006. 

Robert Kerley was born and educated in 
California. He served his country during World 
War II as a member of General Mark Clark’s 
staff in Italy. After the war he earned his B.S. 
Degree at the University of California Berke-
ley, and then began his quarter century career 
with the University. He was at Berkeley from 
1951 until 1964 when he left to become the 
Vice President for Business Affairs and Treas-
urer at the University of Kentucky, and went 
on to serve as Vice President for Administra-
tion and Treasurer at Johns Hopkins. He re-
turned to Berkeley in 1970 and served as Vice 
Chancellor of Administration until his retire-
ment in 1982. Upon his retirement he received 
the Berkeley Citation, U.C. Berkeley’s highest 
honor. The California Alumni Association 
awarded him the Alumni Citation for excel-
lence in service and he was named a Berke-
ley Fellow in 2003, an honor given to a select 
group for extraordinary service to the Univer-
sity. 

Robert Kerley is survived by his beloved 
wife Betty whom he met at Berkeley and mar-
ried in 1975 at the Chancellor’s residence. He 
also leaves his children Kathleen James, 
Maureen Douglas, Barbara Neill, William 
Kerley and his step-children Katherine Strehl 
and William Strehl. He also leaves 10 beloved 
grandchildren . . . Adriana, Allison, Andrew, 
Brent, Carolyn, Cecily, Christina, Jake, Joseph 
and Meredith. 

Robert Kerley was a member of the Board 
of Regents of John F. Kennedy University, a 
member and Chair of the National Association 
of Colleges and Universities, as well as a 
member of the Council on Higher Education. 
He was a founding member and Chair of the 
governing board of the Center for Independent 
Living in Berkeley, the first group run by and 
for people with disabilities, and an advisor to 
Alta Bates Medical Center. 

It has been a personal privilege to have 
known Mr. Kerley’s step-daughter for many 
years. Her integrity and commitment to public 
service are an eloquent statement about her, 
as well as her father. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring this good and great American and 
in extending our deepest sympathy to his fam-
ily. Robert Kerley contributed greatly to our 
community and our country, and in doing so, 
made us a stronger and better nation. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ONE 
HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE CLAY COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
respectfully request the House’s attention 
today to pay tribute to the people of Clay 
County, Alabama, who on August 12, 2006, 

will celebrate the centennial anniversary of 
their county’s beautiful and historic Court-
house. 

Known across East Alabama as an architec-
tural gem, the Clay County Courthouse was 
built in 1906 overlooking the square with a 
Seth Thomas clock. The building has been the 
site of a number of historic events over the 
years. 

Over the last decade, Clay County citizens 
have witnessed the ongoing restoration of this 
beautiful building. In recent years these ren-
ovations were completed, helping bring the 
landmark back to its historic splendor. Today 
it continues to serve as the county seat in 
Ashland, Alabama, and features an art gallery, 
a small museum dedicated to Hugo Black, and 
a historical display of World War I arms. 

The community centennial celebration will 
occur on Saturday, August 12, where locals 
will gather for music, food, arts and crafts 
downtown. 

I am delighted to be able to congratulate the 
people of Clay County at the celebration of 
this historic milestone, and hope this fine 
building will continue to serve the people of 
Alabama well into its next one hundred years. 
I thank the House for its attention on this im-
portant day. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE DEPARTMENT 
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS ON ITS 
75TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the 75th anniversary 
of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and the tens of thousands of men and women 
serving America’s veterans in the VA system. 
With its establishment as the Veterans Admin-
istration on July 21st, 1931, the United States 
formalized its commitment to providing bene-
fits to America’s veterans. 

The freedom that we enjoy in the United 
States exists because of the sacrifices of the 
brave men and women who have served and 
protected our nation. Since America’s humble 
beginnings in the Pilgrim colonies, our country 
has honored the great sacrifice of our vet-
erans by committing to serve them upon their 
return from duty. Today, the United States 
provides the most comprehensive system of 
assistance for veterans of any nation in the 
world. 

Congress must ensure that this tradition of 
serving veterans remains strong. Many vet-
erans returning from combat in Iraq, Afghani-
stan and around the world have suffered mul-
tiple severe injuries, presenting challenges 
that were unimaginable in past wars. In Min-
nesota, the Minneapolis VA Medical Center is 
a leader in the nation in providing the state-of- 
the-art, life-saving care at its new polytrauma 
rehabilitation center. These new challenges re-
quire that Congress commit to fully funding re-
search and care for these veterans who have 
given so much in the line of duty. 

Nationwide, more than 144,000 returning 
troops from Iraq and Afghanistan have now 
sought health care with the VA, and it is esti-
mated that one in four Americans are eligible 
for VA benefits and services. More than 
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30,000 veterans are waiting in line for their 
first appointment with the VA, a problem that 
will only worsen with the growing numbers of 
returning service men and women. Despite 
this reality, the Republican budget for Fiscal 
Year 2007 cuts veterans health care by $6 bil-
lion over the next five years. 

In 1944, Congress enacted the original GI 
Bill of Rights, to honor the Greatest Genera-
tion—providing our returning troops with edu-
cational benefits, loans to buy a home and 
medical assistance. In each major military 
conflict since, we have honored the service of 
our soldiers through an improved GI bill. 

I join my Democratic colleagues in sup-
porting the New GI Bill for the 21st Century to 
strengthen benefits for our men and women in 
uniform today, and provide long overdue ben-
efits for the veterans and military retirees who 
have already served. For those returning from 
the frontlines, we are continuing our efforts to 
fight to adequately invest in veterans’ health 
care, including mental health care. 

Veterans have earned our respect, whether 
they served during WWII, Korea, Vietnam, the 
Gulf War or have recently returned from Iraq 
or Afghanistan. These veterans who fought on 
the battlefield for freedom and liberty should 
not have to fight their own government for the 
benefits they earned and deserve when they 
return home. Nor should they have to fear that 
their private information entrusted to the VA is 
at risk. It is crucial that we continue to in-
crease our dedication to veterans by providing 
them the services promised to them and we 
must fulfill our obligations to those who have 
worn our nation’s uniform with not just words, 
but with deeds. 

The 75th anniversary of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs is an opportunity to salute our 
brave veterans and dedicated men and 
women who devote their careers to caring for 
them. Just as important, it is an opportunity for 
Congress to reaffirm both the responsibility 
and a moral obligation to provide the nec-
essary healthcare, education, and disability 
benefits to meet the needs of all our veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, for its 75 
years of service to America’s veterans. 

f 

HARRY BELAFONTE: ACTOR, SING-
ER, ACTIVIST, AND HUMANI-
TARIAN 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Harold George Belafonte, the acknowl-
edged ‘‘King of Calypso,’’ and one of the most 
successful African American pop stars in his-
tory. His ingenious assimilation of folk and 
jazz, with an emphasis on African rhythms and 
third world theme allowed him to rise to un-
heard of popularity in the days before the ad-
vent of the civil rights era. His album ‘‘Ca-
lypso’’ was the first recording in the music in-
dustry to sell over one million copies. It set the 
standards and laid the groundwork that led to 
his winning the Grammy Award for lifetime 
achievement in 2000. 

The son of Jamaican-born immigrants, 
Harry Belafonte was born on March 1, 1927, 
in Harlem, New York. Soon afterwards, his 

mother sent him home to Jamaica, where he 
spent his formative years and early adoles-
cence. His exposure to life on the island and 
all its variety has been a constant inspiration 
to him and became the reservoir of his cultural 
and artistic expression. 

After serving in World War II, he returned to 
New York and became involved in the theater 
community of New York. His first Broadway 
musical, John Murray Anderson’s ‘‘Almanac’’, 
won him the coveted Tony Award. The over-
whelming success of Carmen Jones, the 
Oscar Hammerstein adaptation of Bizet’s 
opera ‘‘Carmen’’, made him one of the most 
sought after African American actors in the 
history of Hollywood. 

He won the Emmy Award for his perform-
ance in the television musical epic ‘‘Tonight 
with Belafonte.’’ He is one of the nine winners 
of the 2006 Impact Award recipients by the 
AARP magazine. He was the first recipient of 
the Marcus Garvey Award for Lifetime 
Achievement in 2000, which created the tradi-
tion of honoring humanitarians in the 
Jamerican Film and Music Festival in the sub-
sequent years. He was also the first to receive 
the Nelson Mandela Courage Award and was 
honored with the 1994 National Medal of Arts 
from President Clinton, as well as numerous 
other awards and honors. I am awed by the 
talent of this remarkable man. His success 
continues to be a great inspiration for African 
American artists. 

Harry Belafonte is a pioneer as an actor and 
musician and he is equally a committed social 
activist. A close friend and confidante of Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., he was the driving force 
who mobilized the cultural and artistic commu-
nity in support of Dr. King’s work, leading to 
their financial support and their personal iden-
tification with the needs of the Civil Rights 
movement. Dr. King himself acknowledged 
Belafonte’s contribution, ‘‘Belafonte’s global 
popularity and his commitment to our cause is 
a key ingredient to the global struggle for free-
dom and a powerful tactical weapon in the 
civil rights movement here in America.’’ 

In 1987, he accepted the appointment as 
UNICEF’s Goodwill Ambassador. The second 
American to hold this title, he continues to 
play a vital role in holding special concerts to 
raise funds and gamer support for UNICEF 
programs, along with his assignments to 
UNICEF missions. In 1985, he assembled 45 
top performers to record the song ‘‘We Are the 
World,’’ raising millions of dollars for emer-
gency aid in Africa. 

In 1987, he created a historic symposium in 
Dakar, Senegal for the immunization of African 
children, the positive response to which has 
lead to a successful campaign for the eradi-
cation of curable diseases among African chil-
dren. In 1988, he performed a concert in 
Harare, Zimbabwe, to focus global attention 
on child survival and development in South Af-
rican countries, especially those victimized by 
the apartheid war. In 1989, the U.S. Com-
mittee for the UNICEF honored him with the 
Danny Kaye Award, for his important contribu-
tion in service of the children of the world. 

Seeing the effects of HIV/AIDS in South Af-
rica firsthand, he launched the Harry & Julie 
Belafonte Fund for HIV/AIDS in Sub-Saharan 
Africa using a U.S. $100,000 honorarium from 
the Ronald McDonald House Charities’ Award 
of Excellence. He received the award in 2000 
in recognition of his humanitarian work. 

Recently he was presented with the Black 
Entertainment Television (BET) Humanitarian 

Award, which he dedicated to Malcolm X and 
Nelson Mandela, as well as to the poet sol-
diers of the civil rights activists such as Fannie 
Lou Hamer. ‘‘I had a mission to overthrow op-
pression,’’ he said in his speech honoring so-
cial activists all over the world. 

Harry Belafonte has been a harsh critic of 
U.S. foreign policy, opposing the embargo on 
Cuba, the war on Iraq, as well as condemning 
the Bush administration for refusing aid from 
Venezuela and Cuba in the aftermath of the 
devastation of Hurricane Katrina. He has 
taken a strong position against the spying on 
American citizens sanctioned by the USA PA-
TRIOT Act and conducted by the Bush Admin-
istration outside of the law. 

His calling President Bush as the ‘‘biggest 
terrorist in the world,’’ has created controversy 
and made him unacceptable to some, but he 
shows little concern over the reaction to his 
words because he sees the need to speak the 
truth as he sees it. 

He has called upon the American people to 
demand their constitutional rights from the 
government. Instead of spending billions of 
taxpayer dollars abroad in a needless war, he 
suggested that we should focus on reforming 
our broken social security and Medicare sys-
tem to ensure social benefits for our citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to honor this remarkable 
man for all his achievements and for what he 
continues to do for civil rights and as a Good-
will Ambassador for UNICEF. 

On behalf of all of us, and in recognition of 
Harry Belafonte’s extraordinary career, I de-
clare that: 

(1) Harry Belafonte is as popular among 
White audiences as Black audiences, shat-
tering the traditional divisions between Black 
and White music. Whether plaintive or rousing, 
the music of Harry Belafonte transforms the 
everyday lives, pain, and joy of the common 
people into songs that resonated with and in-
spired people of all nationalities, races, and 
classes. 

(2) His multiracial appeal enhanced the 
movement toward racial equality and in-
creased understanding and tolerance across 
racial boundaries during the Civil Rights move-
ment. 

(3) As a supporter of that Movement, he 
performed benefit concerts and provided addi-
tional financial support to causes led by his 
friend, Rev. Martin Luther King. 

(4) His activism and search for justice ex-
tends beyond the borders of the U.S. as evi-
denced by his strong opposition to the apart-
heid system in South Africa as well as his 
contribution as a Goodwill Ambassador for the 
UNICEF. 

(5) Harry Belafonte, at this point in his ca-
reer, is an immensely respected and dazzling 
figure in American culture and is equally es-
teemed and admired as a fighter against injus-
tice at home and abroad. 

f 

WE MUST RESOLVE THE ETHI-
OPIA-ERITREA BORDER DISPUTE 

HON. MARK R. KENNEDY 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, I 
return to the Floor today to call the attention 
of the House and the American people to what 
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may become the next tragedy in Africa: the 
border dispute between Ethiopia and Eritrea. 

Since I was last here, I have heard renewed 
pleas from my constituents who remember the 
heartbreak and irreplaceable loss from the 
1998–2000 war over the border that cost the 
lives of as many as 100,000 people. 

To avoid a repeat of this tragedy, the Presi-
dent and the Secretary of State must rally the 
world community to achieve a peaceful resolu-
tion to this matter. 

I cosponsored CHRIS SMITH’s legislation, 
H.R. 4423, the Ethiopia Consolidation Act, 
which would advance human rights in the 
Horn of Africa, and link U.S. foreign aid assist-
ance to full compliance with the Algiers Agree-
ment. I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this bill. 

As I said the last time I was here, we must 
see to it that the tragedy of last decade is not 
repeated. 

f 

CARL D. PERKINS CAREER AND 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION IM-
PROVEMENT ACT OF 2005 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 27, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I had 
hoped that, today, we would have passed the 
Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
cational Improvement Act. It is unfortunate 
that, yet again, we have not been able to mus-
ter enough support to discuss the vitality of 
Vocational and Technical Education in our 
country. Education has always been the gold-
en key to a democracy. Our forefathers real-
ized this, and we must realize this as we con-
tinue to move forward into this information 
age. There is no excuse, in this day and age, 
for a government to be derelict in its duties to 
provide education and opportunity to its citi-
zens. It is even more important today, as jobs 
dwindle from the bombardment of cheap for-
eign competition, to realize that the welfare of 
our nation rests upon the shoulders of the 
educated and skilled laborers. The Carl D. 
Perkins Act is a giant step in realizing our 
duty, as Congress, to Americans. It is a path-
way that guides the vast resources of America 
to the Americans who need them. 

It is not a coincidence that Illinois and twen-
ty-two other States were awarded incentive 
grants from the Department of Education in 
2003 for exceeding their performance level— 
our programs are working, but they need to be 
improved. With an unemployment level of 4.5 
percent in Illinois and 4.6 percent throughout 
United States, it is essential for us to work 
now to create comprehensive plans to prepare 
our youth and adults for the future, by building 
their academic and technical skills. 

Furthermore, we must not stop with youth 
and adult education and job training; we must 
expand the discussion of education an job op-
portunities to other Americans—those who are 
incarcerated and who will later be released. It 
has been reported that 62 percent of those in-
dividuals released from state prisons will be 
rearrested within three years. If we do not 
tackle this dire issue with real solutions we will 
have silently condoned a vicious cycle that de-
stroys communities. 

As we begin our recess, it is important to 
recognize that we can no longer afford to put 
the discussion of education on the back burn-

er. It is, and always will be, one of my top pri-
orities. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RUBY FRANCES 
MYRICK WILSON 

HON. CHARLES W. ‘‘CHIP’’ PICKERING 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, today I want 
to recognize a Mississippian who has given a 
century of service to her family, friends and 
community. She has been a wife of sixty-six 
years, a mother of seven children, and won-
derful Christian woman. Next month, she turns 
one-hundred years old, but the light in her 
eyes and the good works of her hands con-
tinue to love and bless her neighbors. 

Ruby Frances Myrick Wilson was born Au-
gust 30, 1906 to James Wilson Myrick and 
Myrtle Rebecah Alderman Myrick. She studied 
at Otoe Elementary School, was in the first 
graduating class of Stringer High School in 
1924, attended Mississippi Southern Teachers’ 
College in Hattiesburg and Clarke College in 
Newton, as well as Southeastern Baptist Col-
lege in Laurel. She took her teaching certifi-
cate and taught fourth grade at Polkville and 
third grade at Fellowship Community in Jasper 
County. She married a farmer named William 
Judson Wilson and reared seven children to-
gether for sixty-six years until his death. 

She is still actively engaged in house-
keeping, cooking, gardening, reading and 
studying, quilting, sewing, and crafting. She 
cooks special dishes for shut-ins, church and 
community socials, and special needs diets. 
She creates gift baskets filled with her baked 
breads, cookies, relishes, preserves, and jel-
lies. She cuts flowers from her garden to 
make arrangements for special occasions. 
She grows plants to put into decorated pots 
for gifts. The hallmark of Ruby’s talents is 
quilting and she has made over a hundred for 
newly weds, graduates, babies, and crisis vic-
tims. 

Mr. Speaker, Ruby is thoughtful and careful 
to feed her mind, body and soul; keeping ac-
tive and balancing a strong body and her 
strong faith. Her commitment to the Word of 
God and her saving Lord has given her pur-
pose and her life’s strength. I’ve known her 
family my whole life and she has been a 
blessing to them, her community, her friends 
and everyone she comes in contact with. I 
hope this Congress joins me in wishing her a 
very happy one-hundredth birthday and pray-
ing she has many years with the Mississippi 
she so loves and serves. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 5932: FARM 
RISK MANAGEMENT ACT 

HON. TERRY EVERETT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. Speaker, I introduced 
legislation yesterday, along with my Alabama 
colleagues Representatives JO BONNER and 
MIKE ROGERS, to enable America’s farmers to 
better manage the risk to their livelihoods in 
times of severe weather and skyrocketing en-
ergy costs. The Farm Risk Management Act 
(FARM Act) would create risk management 
accounts, using both USDA and individual 

farmer contributions, to reduce the financial 
impact of disasters on the agriculture commu-
nity. The FARM Act would allow farmers to in-
sure their income by creating a whole-farm 
risk management program based on total rev-
enues from all their farming activities. This is 
a departure from the current crop insurance 
program, which provides coverage based on a 
specific commodity. The new risk manage-
ment account goes beyond the scope of cur-
rent crop insurance by allowing farmers to 
withdraw funds from their accounts to help off-
set any unforeseen farm expense including 
high energy or fertilizer costs. With my new 
proposal, a farmer would deposit money into 
the new risk management account. The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture would then match 
the farmer’s contribution in this tax-deferred, 
interest bearing account, rather than sub-
sidizing a portion of the crop insurance pre-
mium for the farmer as is done presently. As 
a result, farmers would effectively be self in-
sured. 

More and more, we are seeing farmers lose 
their farms due to the unfortunate combination 
of increasingly harsh weather, rising oper-
ational costs and a Federal crop insurance 
program that is too expensive to help many 
cover their losses. Recent Farm Bill hearings 
and subsequent meetings I have had with 
farmers in the Southeast have led me to the 
conclusion that current crop insurance pro-
grams are not working. The present system is 
too expensive, leaving many farmers exposed 
to uncontrollable risks. It also allows room for 
fraud which only serves to drive up program 
costs for everyone. 

There is an urgent need for significant crop 
insurance reform that will offer hardworking 
farmers the tools they need to manage the 
unique risks involved in agricultural production. 
With the upcoming Farm Bill reauthorization, 
we have a chance to address this critical 
issue, and I am offering this legislation to ad-
vance debate. This approach of individual risk 
management accounts could address many of 
the problems associated with the current crop 
insurance system and save the Federal Gov-
ernment money by alleviating the future need 
for ad hoc disaster assistance. Most impor-
tantly, it will give farmers struggling against 
natural forces beyond their control greater 
flexibility to make a living while performing the 
vital task of putting food on America’s table. 

f 

HONORING WILSON BATISTA 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
express my sorrow at the passing of one of 
the Dominican commmunity’s most beloved 
young musicians, Wilson Batista. 

On June 18, the world lost 29-year-old clas-
sical pianist Wilson Batista to a sudden brain 
aneurism. At the time of his death, he was at-
tending the Manhattan School of Music, where 
he studied under with internationally recog-
nized pianist Philip Kawin. 

Born in the Dominican Republic, but raised 
in Washington Heights, Wilson came from a 

 CORRECTION
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family that worked hard to fund his early music 
education. Those efforts and Wilson’s inherent 
talents helped turn the child prodigy into an 
internationally renowned classical pianist. 

Eager to listen to the youngster in concert, 
the excitement over Wilson’s early success 
opened the world of classical music to new 
fans of all ages and classes. He would go on 
to amass numerous distinctions, including win-
ning the top prize at the Luis Ferre Inter-
national Concerto Competition and earning 
performances at places like New York’s Car-
negie Hall, Puerto Rico’s Centro de Bellas 
Artes, and el Gran Teatro del Cibao in the Do-
minican Republic. 

While he performed around the world, Wil-
son was never too far away from New York 
and his Dominican traditions. He was a shin-
ing example of the best that our community 
can produce and an example to our youth that 
any dream is possible, in any field or industry. 

My heartfelt condolences go to his family, 
friends and colleagues. Though saddened by 
not being able to see this young man reach 
his full potential, we are all blessed to have 
enjoyed his talent during his brief time here on 
earth. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE COMPLETION 
OF THE VILLAGE COMMONS 
COMMUNITY CENTER AT FORT 
CAMPBELL 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take a moment to celebrate the opening of 
the Village Commons Community Center at 
Fort Campbell in my district in Tennessee. 

This is a great day for so many of our mili-
tary families. We know our service men and 
women face many challenges as they work to 
defend America. That’s why this new facility 
with an exercise room, amphitheater, and cof-
fee shop to name just a few features is so im-
portant. It adds to the quality of life in a very 
fundamental way. 

To date this is one of the most extensive 
military housing programs developed through 
the cooperation of the Department of Defense 
and private donors. It’s a real credit to the Fort 
Campbell community that this project has 
been completed. 

An element of this effort I especially want to 
note though is the addition of a wheelchair ac-
cessible playground. Mr. Speaker, this will 
give those soldiers wounded while defending 
our country the opportunity to spend time with 
their children. I know that will mean so much 
to them and all of us are grateful this program 
is now a reality. 

f 

PRAISE OF VOTING RIGHTS ACT 
PASSAGE 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in praise of the hard work of our col-
leagues here in the House and the Senate for 

extending for another twenty-five years the 
Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, and Coretta 
Scott King Voting Rights Act Reauthorization 
and Amendments Act. I thank the President 
for signing the bill into law yesterday. In addi-
tion, I would also like to acknowledge the ef-
forts of those individuals whose work has en-
sured that the tradition of its creators is not 
forgotten. 

It was the combined efforts of civil rights 
leaders—activists like Fannie Lou Hamer, 
Rosa Parks and both Coretta Scott King and 
Martin Luther King Jr.; political leaders in the 
Kennedy and Johnson Administrations; and 
our esteemed colleague, JOHN LEWIS, who put 
his life on the line when he crossed the Ed-
mund Pettis Bridge in Selma, Alabama on 
Bloody Sunday—these are some of the people 
who made the Voting Rights Act a reality. It is 
in the memory of their political courage and 
stewardship of democracy that I joined with 
my colleagues to ensure its continuation. 

What we have seen in the past months is 
another pivotal step toward the realization of 
Dr. King’s dream for an equal America. From 
my own work with the NAACP Legal Defense 
Fund, I understand many of the obstacles Dr. 
King faced in overcoming adversity for the 
disenfranchised. I am honored and humbled to 
be one of many to continue what he worked 
so hard to begin. 

The right to vote is among the most sacred 
of freedoms. Dr. King is just one of many 
Americans who paid the ultimate price, so that 
all can have a voice. The Voting Rights Act 
honors that tradition by ensuring that all Amer-
icans have equal access to the ballot box and 
refusing to allow discrimination of the past to 
be a part of our future. 

Mr. Speaker, the Congress has made its will 
and that of the country known. We have en-
sured that all Americans will continue to have 
a voice and generations to come will go on to 
make Dr. King’s dream of an equal America a 
reality. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LINDA GREGORY 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an extraordinary woman and distin-
guished labor leader, Linda Gregory, on the 
occasion of the San Mateo County Central 
Labor Council honoring her at their Annual 
COPE Banquet on August 18, 2006. 

Linda Gregory was born in Seattle, Wash-
ington and as a young child moved with her 
family to Sacramento, California, where she 
was raised in a working class family. When 
she was 18, Linda married Richard, and to-
gether they had four children: Robyn, Aaron, 
Sarah, and Benjamin. 

Mrs. Gregory’s passion for social reform 
began early in life when her husband, a Sac-
ramento social worker, went on strike. At the 
time, there was no law that recognized public 
employee unions or the right to collectively 
bargain. Richard and 300 other employees 
lost their jobs, and this experience had a pro-
found effect on the rest of the Gregory’s per-
sonal and professional lives. 

In 1968, Linda began her career in the pub-
lic sector. She first worked as a junior clerk for 

Santa Clara County where she became an ac-
tive member in SEIU Local 715. 

Linda Gregory rose through the ranks at 
SEIU Local 715. She began as a Shop Stew-
ard which motivated her involvement with po-
litical action. Because of her exceptional lead-
ership abilities, she became an officer of the 
local union and she was later hired as a Re-
search Director. 

In 1975, Linda Gregory began working as a 
Business Agent for AFSCME Council 57. She 
has held the position of Associate Director for 
decades, representing public employees work-
ing for the County, City and hospitals. 
Throughout her AFSCME career Linda Greg-
ory has not only represented employees, she 
has also negotiated hundreds of contracts and 
conducted strategic planning meetings for 
AFSCME local unions throughout Northern 
California. 

One of her greatest achievements while 
working for AFSCME was the comparable pay 
campaign. The goal of the campaign was to 
provide equal pay to people with different job 
titles based on their value to their employer, 
regardless of any gender predominance in 
such positions. Because of Linda Gregory’s 
leadership, dedication and hard work, Cali-
fornia public employees were the first in the 
nation to earn comparable pay for comparable 
work. 

Linda Gregory has devoted almost three 
decades of her life to helping the American 
worker. In addition to her position at Council 
57, she is also the President of the San Mateo 
Labor Council where she has been active for 
over twenty years and held an executive posi-
tion since the late 1970’s. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring a national treasure, an exemplary 
American and a special friend. As the San 
Mateo County Central Labor Council cele-
brates the achievements of Linda Gregory at 
their 27th Annual C.O.P.E. banquet, we ex-
tend to her our best wishes as well as our 
gratitude for all she has accomplished for our 
region, our nation, and the American worker. 
Her leadership has set the gold standard for 
workers, and because of her enlightened lead-
ership, we are a better community and a 
stronger country. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ROBERT P. 
KASSIN 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
Sergeant Robert P. Kassin, 29, born in Flint, 
Michigan, died on July 16, 2006, in Afghani-
stan. Sergeant Kassin was assigned to the 
Army’s C Company, 2nd Battalion, 4th Infantry 
Regiment, 10th Mountain Division at Fort Polk, 
Louisiana, and according to initial reports was 
killed due to injuries when his dismounted pa-
trol came under small arms fire. His survivors 
include his wife Judy; his two step-daughters; 
his son; and his mother and father Robert Jo-
seph and Lucia Kassin of Clovis, New Mexico. 

Robert Kassin was a proud father and hus-
band, and from a young age expressed a de-
sire to serve his country in uniform. Like all 
soldiers, he dutifully left behind his family and 
loved ones to serve our country overseas. 
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Words cannot express the sense of sadness 

we have for his family, and for the gratitude 
our country feels for his service. Sergeant 
Kassin died serving not just the United States, 
but the entire cause of liberty, on a noble mis-
sion to help spread the cause of freedom in 
Iraq and liberate an oppressed people from ty-
rannical rule. He was a true American. 

We will forever hold him closely in our 
hearts, and remember his sacrifice and that of 
his family as a remembrance of his bravery 
and willingness to serve. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, for the House’s remembrance on this 
mournful day. 

f 

HEALTH INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY PROMOTION ACT OF 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4157) to amend 
the Social Security Act to encourage the dis-
semination, security, confidentiality, and 
usefulness of health information technology: 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise today disappointed that I must op-
pose the Republican Health Care Information 
Technology Promotion Act. Developing and 
implementing a health information technology 
system that reflects the needs of patients and 
providers should be a priority for Congress 
and should be an issue that can be handled 
in a bipartisan manner. Unfortunately, once 
again the Republican Majority has rejected 
common-sense and strong public policy and 
instead chosen to support a sham piece of 
legislation that even the Congressional Budget 
Office states will ‘‘not significantly affect either 
the rate at which the use of health technology 
will grow or how well that technology will be 
designed and implemented’’. 

Information Technology (IT) reform would 
help decrease medical mistakes and would in-
crease the efficiency and effectiveness of our 
health care system. However, we must work 
hard to strike the delicate balance between in-
creasing use of electronic medical records and 
maintaining individuals’ privacy. It is critical 
that we ensure patients’ personal health infor-
mation is secure and confidential when they 
go to the doctor or check into a hospital. 

The Health Information Technology Pro-
motion Act would codify the Office of the 
Health Information Technology Coordinator 
within the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS)—basically maintaining the sta-
tus quo. This legislation fails to contain ade-
quate funding for providers to implement EMR, 
it fails to provide for interoperability of system, 
it fails to address patient privacy protections, 
and could unfortunately open new opportuni-
ties for fraud and abuse by providing waivers 
for anti-kickback laws. 

Congress must find a way to move forward 
with the implementation of health technology 
and protect the American public. For this rea-
son, I supported the Dingell-Rangel substitute. 
This amendment included grants for providers, 
opportunities to leverage private dollars, 
strong patient protections and it maintains our 
anti-fraud laws. In addition, this proposal is 

nearly identical to the legislation that has al-
ready passed the Senate unanimously. Unfor-
tunately, the Republican Majority is so unwill-
ing to have a full and open discussion about 
our health care system on the House floor, 
that this amendment was not even allowed to 
be considered during today’s debate. 

I oppose H.R. 4157 and urge my colleagues 
to do the same. Lets reject this do-nothing leg-
islation and have a real debate about the 
health care challenges facing American fami-
lies. 

f 

ZULEYKA RIVERA MENDOZA WINS 
THE FIFTH MISS UNIVERSE 
TITLE FOR PUERTO RICO 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to share 
with my colleagues the achievements of 
Zuleyka Rivera Mendoza, a young lady whose 
determination and perseverance have 
achieved the honor of being Miss Puerto Rico 
in the Miss Universe pageant and then the big 
prize, the Miss Universe 2006 title. 

Born October 3, 1987, in Cayey, Puerto 
Rico at 3:47 p.m., this talented young lady of 
only 18 years of life, brought an incredible joy 
to the people of Puerto Rico the night of July 
23, 2006, after winning the Miss Universe 
2006 Pageant, held in Los Angeles, CA. 

As a child growing up in Salinas, Zuleyka 
showed great interest in sports. At five she 
played football and by seven she was a mem-
ber of a basketball team. But, her sporting 
days were over as soon as she won the title 
of ‘‘Queen of Hearts’’ in middle school. Her 
mother quickly recognized the talent given to 
her child and enrolled her in an academy for 
aspiring models. At fourteen, she was the first 
runner-up in the Miss Puerto Rico Teen Pag-
eant, the same year she became the image of 
a local fashion magazine. 

Zuleyka graduated from high school in Gua-
yama, Puerto Rico, where she was president 
of the 2004 graduating class and part of the 
honor roll. Up until the pageant, she lived with 
her parents, Carmen M. Mendoza and Jerry 
Rivera, and her younger siblings, Jerry Jesús 
(12) and José Alberto (10), in Parcelas 
Vázquez, a small community in Salinas, Puer-
to Rico. Prior to winning the Miss Universe 
2006 Pageant she was a freshman at the Uni-
versity of Puerto Rico, majoring in communica-
tions. 

600 million people in 180 countries around 
the world witnessed the moment in which Miss 
Puerto Rico, Zuleyka Rivera Mendoza, was 
crowned with 120 pearls and 800 diamonds as 
Miss Universe 2006. She will now live in New 
York and travel the world in an effort to eradi-
cate AIDS, these being part of her duties as 
Miss Universe 2006. After the pageant, 
Zuleyka wishes to fulfill her dream of becom-
ing an actress, while always making the Puer-
to Rican community proud of her achieve-
ments. 

TRIBUTE TO EUGENE THOMAS 
KENNEDY 

HON. MARK R. KENNEDY 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, 
as my father approaches his 80th birthday, I 
would like to share with my colleagues how he 
has brightened the lives of so many with his 
conversational Irish wit, passion for life and 
genuine interest in other people. 

Eugene Thomas Kennedy descended from 
immigrants who came from Ireland at the time 
of the potato famine. They settled for a period 
in Kentucky and Illinois before pioneering Min-
nesota in 1863. The Kennedy’s originally set-
tled in what today is called Savage, Min-
nesota, then called Hamilton Falls, later set-
tling in Decorah Township near St. Clair, south 
of Mankato, before moving to Murdock at the 
turn of the century. 

Eugene was born August 22, 1926 to 
Charles, a businessman and longtime mayor 
of Murdock, Minnesota and Rose, the daugh-
ter of a Swift County Commissioner Joe Can-
non. Joe Cannon’s name is inscribed on the 
1890’s Swift County Courthouse in Benson, 
Minnesota that issued the birth certificates for 
both my father and me. Eugene grew up and 
initially raised his own family in the home that 
his parents built right across the street from 
the Sacred Heart Church in Murdock, where I 
was baptized. His family sat every Sunday 
near his grandfather Francis Kennedy’s 
stained glass window just across from the 
front pew at Sacred Heart. Eugene graduated 
from Murdock High School in 1944, took some 
courses at the University of Minnesota and a 
junior accounting course at Mankato Commer-
cial College. 

His father and grandfather taught Eugene to 
face adversities head on. His grandfather be-
came blind when he was my age, but kept in-
formed by having his son, Charles, read him 
the paper every day and later, even though 
blind and in his 70’s, moved his family to 
Murdock, Minnesota for more land for his chil-
dren. His father Charles took over the livery 
stable in Murdock. During the pneumonia epi-
demic of 1918 that killed more people than 
any war, as liveryman he courageously trans-
ported and assisted Murdock’s doctor to aid 
the ill. When the automobile put his livery out 
of business, Charles did not seek a govern-
ment handout, he started trucking livestock in-
stead. Later in his life, Eugene tackled adver-
sity head on himself. 

As the youngest of four sons, Eugene was 
a self-proclaimed momma’s boy. He learned to 
cook a few dishes growing up in the kitchen 
with Rose. The country wisdom he gained par-
ticipating in many kitchen table conversations 
with the neighbors shaped his life. Rose was 
a woman of action. She went to see her 
Maker in action—weeding her garden, some-
thing she loved to do, but not before instilling 
in her descendents a belief that it is noble to 
tend not just your own garden, but also your 
corner of the world, so the community’s flow-
ers might also blossom. Eugene took up his 
hoe to cultivate a more bountiful harvest in the 
community he adopted to raise his family— 
Pequot Lakes. 

On September 21st of last year, commemo-
rating my mother’s 75th birthday, I spoke of 
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my parents meeting and raising their children 
and will not repeat that today, but I will share 
with you the many things that my father taught 
his children and grandchildren. 

Eugene built on his parent’s commitment to 
service. He served on the Pequot Lakes Pub-
lic School Board for 27 years, including the 
period when it built an entirely new K–12 cam-
pus. He helped lead the committee to build a 
new church building for St. Alice Catholic 
Church. He helped my mother found what be-
came the largest 4–H Club in the county. As 
a member of the Chamber of Commerce’s 4th 
of July Committee, he helped build Pequot’s 
Independence Day celebration into one of 
Minnesota’s best. 

He instilled in us a love of work. In 1947, he 
began working at the First State Bank of 
Murdock, where he remembers emptying the 
spittoons and posting the daily numbers in pen 
and ink in a general ledger as big as the 
Guttenberg Bible perched on a high desk. 
Later he worked at banks in Golva and 
Hunter, North Dakota. Moving to Pequot 
Lakes in 1961, Eugene joined the independent 
insurance agency of Farmer’s State Bank, 
later Lakeland State Bank. The six employees 
there shared one telephone and one type-
writer. The employees, just like in an old west-
ern movie, were barricaded behind bulletproof 
glass and metal framing. The bank and agen-
cy grew rapidly in this resort community. 

He taught us to give work your all. You got 
more than insurance when Eugene was your 
agent; you got conversation and advice. The 
president of a large Minnesota company fond-
ly remembers getting car insurance as a kid 
from Eugene. Eugene patiently explained why 
the insurance on his old beater of a car cost 
more than the car itself. He really appreciated 
the way Eugene was genuinely interested in 
him and took the time to simplify the mysteries 
of insurance for a teenager. 

He exhibited to his own children the need to 
meet adversity head on. Just before his retire-
ment from the bank insurance agency in 
Pequot Lakes, the FDIC came in one Friday 
afternoon, shut the bank down, and reopened 
it on Monday as a different bank. Having lost 
his pension and with three of his seven kids 
still at home and two more still in college, he 
started anew. At age 65, he took his experi-
ence of inspecting properties for insurance 
purposes, became a Certified Residential Real 
Estate Appraiser and started a business as a 
real estate appraiser, where he still works 
today with two employees. 

He taught us to listen. They say that every-
one can brighten up a room, some when they 
enter, some when they leave. My father bright-
ens up a room when he enters, and then 
never leaves. Some leave without saying 
goodbye, my father says goodbye without 
leaving. We were always the last to leave 
church every Sunday. 

My father taught us his trademark hand-
shake that he learned from his co-worker at 
his first job. He passes on his technique to all 
his grandkids—reach out your hand, lean for-
ward, look them in the eye with a smile on 
your face and give a firm handshake. It is 
nearly impossible for a visitor to attend St. 
Alice Catholic Church in Pequot without meet-
ing Eugene Kennedy. Whenever I met people 
in a three county area, the response often 
was, ‘‘Oh, you’re Gene’s boy.’’ 

He demonstrated to us a love of family and 
those whom others ignored. Eugene had two 

elderly first cousins, sisters who never married 
and lived together in St. Paul—Fran and Mugs 
Kenney. They both served in the military dur-
ing World War II and both worked for West 
Publishing. My father made a special point of 
visiting them regularly and encouraged us to 
do so as well. With so many children in our 
family, major events sometimes were every-
day occurrences. But, I will still never forget 
Debbie and I calling our parents to tell them 
that we were getting married. After talking with 
my mother, who was very excited, I ask my fa-
ther if he had any comments. His only com-
ment was, ‘‘Have you seen Fran and Mugs re-
cently?’’ Clearly, taking time to spend with 
seniors and other often overlooked people 
was a key value he instilled. 

He passed down a love our Irish heritage. 
Kennedys are generally descended from Brian 
Boru who defeated the Vikings in the Battle of 
Clontarf in 1041, becoming the first king to 
unite all Ireland. My father and I were both 
born in a rural Minnesota town made up al-
most entirely of those of Irish descent. 
Murdock’s sports teams were called the Irish. 
It was a rare treat to be able to go in 1982 
with him, my mother and my wife on the first 
trip to Ireland by a Kennedy since Francis 
Kennedy came to America from Ireland in 
1848. Even though my children are less Irish 
than I, they and their generation still inherited 
Eugene’s infectious love of the Irish. 

He taught us to love America. Our family 
has two family days of obligation, when Ken-
nedy’s make every effort to return home— 
Christmas Eve and the 4th of July—the birth-
days of our God and our Country. The 4th of 
July is a very personal holiday for our family. 
My father never made much money, but he 
was proud of his country, proud of his commu-
nity, Pequot Lakes, in the heart of Minnesota’s 
lakes country, and proud of his family. And the 
4th of July, when tourists headed to Pequot 
area lakes, is a celebration of all three for our 
family. My father was in charge of the 4th of 
July celebration at Pequot Lakes for many 
years and we children were often roped in to 
help. A few years back, we all gathered to 
watch the parade and it was pouring rain, but 
the parade went on. I will never forget seeing 
my father sitting in his lawn chair after all the 
prep work was done, at our customary spot 
just down from the reviewing stand on the flat-
bed trailer, with his cowboy hat on that my 
mother had tried repeatedly to take from him, 
sopping wet, surrounded by his seven kids 
and 27 grandkids, watching the parade go 
by—the bands, the beauty queens, and then 
standing up and putting his hand over his 
heart as the veterans came marching down 
the street carrying the stars and stripes with 
the biggest smile I can ever remember seeing 
on him. My father’s infectious spirit taught us 
to live the spirit of the 4th of July every day— 
family, community, a strong America and 
Freedom. 

He imparted on us the importance of prayer. 
We regularly knelt down as a family to say the 
Rosary, often upstairs by our family’s shrine to 
the Infant Jesus of Prague. When my Hereford 
cows Priscilla and Modesty got out and could 
not be found, I distinctly remember praying 
with him to St. Jude, the patron Saint of lost 
causes, and thankfully they were found. You 
can often find my father praying a Rosary by 
his bed early in the morning when you wake 
up, or if left alone for any period of time riding 
in a car. I fondly remember him coming into 

our bedroom when we were young and saying 
nightly prayers with my three brothers and me 
who shared a bedroom. 

Eugene Kennedy has been recognized for 
his community service on a number of occa-
sions, including receiving the Big Heart Com-
munity Award in 1988, where people voted at 
the Northern National Bank on their choice to 
receive the award and being named Out-
standing Senior Citizen for Crow Wing County. 
This year he also received a statewide ap-
praiser’s award and recognition by the Min-
nesota Independent Insurance Agents for a 
lifetime of achievement. Eugene continues to 
be active in the community, starting a 50+ 
Club at St. Alice and serving on the advisory 
board for the Minnesota Board on Aging. 

Finally, on a lighthearted note, my father 
taught us to love dessert. Every dinner had to 
have dessert, even if that meant sharing a can 
of pears. On the occasion of his 80th birthday, 
I would like to recognize that my father’s life 
has indeed been dessert for so many people 
who upon meeting him get a break from hav-
ing to eat their vegetables and relish in his 
rich sense of humor and focused attention on 
them. Happy Birthday, Dad! 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
able to cast vote on the following legislative 
measures on July 17 and July 18. If I was 
present for rollcall votes for the following bills: 

375 On motion to suspend the rules and 
pass, as amended H. Res. 3085—To amend 
the National Trails System Act to update the 
feasibility and suitability study originally pre-
pared for the Trail of Tears National Historic 
Trail and provide for the inclusion of new trail 
segments, land components, and camp-
grounds associated with that trail, and for 
other purposes. 

376 On motion to suspend the rules and 
pass, as amended H. Res. 3496—To amend 
the National Capital Transportation Act of 
1969 to authorize additional Federal contribu-
tions for maintaining and improving the transit 
system of the Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority, and for other purposes 

377 On motion to suspend the rules and 
pass as amended H. Res. 3729—Federal Ju-
diciary Emergency Tolling Act 

378 On passage H.J. Res. 88—Proposing 
an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States relating to marriage 

379 On motion to suspend the rules and 
pass S. 3504—Fetus Farming Prohibition Act 

380 On motion to suspend the rules and 
pass S. 2754—Alternative Pluripotene Stem 
Cell Therapies Enhancement Act 

381 On motion to suspend the rules and 
agree H. Res. 498—Supporting the goals and 
ideals of School Bus Safety Week 

I would have voted ‘‘yeas’’ on Nos. 375, 
376, 377, 379, 381. 

I would have voted ‘‘nays’’ on Nos. 378, 
380. 
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RAISE WAGES, NOT WALLS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
submit to the RECORD an opinion editorial from 
the July 25, New York Times entitled ‘‘Raise 
Wages, Not Walls’’ by former Governor and 
Democratic Presidential candidate Michael S. 
Dukakis and Daniel J.B. Mitchell in which the 
columnists openly criticize the current two pri-
mary policy approaches to illegal immigration, 
one being the erection of a wall along the 
Mexican border and the other being a tem-
porary workers program. The apparent ineffi-
ciencies and problems inherent in both ap-
proaches have helped confirm that the raising 
of the minimum wage is the best and most ef-
ficient alternative. 

It is a mistake to assume that the erection 
and maintenance of a wall will ever stop the 
influx of immigrants across American borders. 
Walls rarely work. Spending billions to erect 
something akin to the Berlin Wall is simply un-
necessary, especially at a time when millions 
of Americans are unemployed. The approach 
by the Senate is also not very realistic. It cre-
ated the temporary workers program, but re-
quires employers first to attempt to recruit 
Americans to fill job openings. Also, its suc-
cess is dependent on the creation and dis-
tribution of a costly national identification card. 
The cost for producing such a card for the 150 
million people currently in the labor force— 
and the millions more who will seek work in 
the near future—extends to billions of dollars. 

The time to raise the minimum wage is now. 
More States are raising their minimum wages, 
pushing hourly rates above $8 in some and 
shrinking the role of the Federal minimum 
wage, which hasn’t gone up since 1997. It is 
difficult for Americans to work and sustain 
themselves with this wage. For full-time work, 
it doesn’t even come close to the poverty line 
for an individual, let alone provide a family 
with a living wage. As a result, many immi-
grants are filling in the gaps left over by Amer-
icans, often working for minimum and sub- 
minimum earnings. 

The minimum wage has already proven 
helpful to former welfare recipients who are 
entering the workforce. A study of a 1999 
State minimum wage increase in Oregon 
found that as many as one-half of the welfare 
recipients entering the workforce in 1998 were 
likely to have received a raise due to the in-
crease. After the increase, the real hourly 
starting wages for former welfare recipients 
rose to $7.23. 

If we want to reduce illegal immigration, we 
must reduce the number of low paying jobs 
that fuels it. By raising the minimum wage, 
more Americans would be more willing to work 
in what is currently considered low paying 
jobs, denying them to people who aren’t sup-
posed to be here in the first place. 

I enter into the RECORD the New York Times 
opinion editorial written by Governor Michael 
S. Dukakis and Daniel J.B. Mitchell and com-
mend them for including raising minimum 
wage to the contentious debate concerning 
how to approach illegal immigration. I believe 
raising the minimum wage is by far a more ef-
fective way to deal with illegal immigration. 

[From the New York Times, July 25, 2006] 
RAISE WAGES, NOT WALLS 

(By Michael S. Dukakis and Daniel J. B. 
Mitchell) 

There are two approaches to illegal immi-
gration currently being debated in Congress. 
One, supported by the House, emphasizes 
border control and law enforcement, includ-
ing a wall along the Mexican border and in-
creased border patrols. The other, which is 
supported by the Bush administration and 
has been passed by the Senate, relies on em-
ployers to police the workplace. Both pro-
posals have serious flaws. 

As opponents of the House plan have right-
ly pointed out, walls rarely work; illegal im-
migrants will get around them one way or 
another. Unless we erect something akin to 
the Berlin Wall, which would cost billions to 
build and police, a barrier on the border 
would be monitored by largely symbolic pa-
trols and easily evaded. 

The Senate approach is more realistic but 
it, too, has problems. It creates a temporary 
worker program but requires employers first 
to attempt to recruit American workers to 
fill job openings. It allows for more border 
fencing, but makes no effort to disguise the 
basic futility of the enterprise. Instead, it 
calls on employers to enforce immigration 
laws in the workplace, a plan that can only 
succeed through the creation and distribu-
tion of a costly national identification card. 

A national ID card raises serious questions 
about civil liberties, but they are not the 
sole concern. The cost estimates for pro-
ducing and distributing a counterfeit-proof 
card for the roughly 150 million people cur-
rently in the labor force—and the millions 
more who will seek work in the near future— 
extend into the billions of dollars. Employ-
ers would have to verify the identity of every 
American worker, otherwise the program 
would be as unreliable as the one in place 
now. Anyone erroneously denied a card in 
this bureaucratic labyrinth would be unem-
ployable. 

There is a simpler alternative. If we are 
really serious about turning back the tide of 
illegal immigration, we should start by rais-
ing the minimum wage from $5.15 per hour to 
something closer to $8. The Massachusetts 
legislature recently voted to raise the state 
minimum to $8 and California may soon set 
its minimum even higher. Once the min-
imum wage has been significantly increased, 
we can begin vigorously enforcing the wage 
law and other basic labor standards. 

Millions of illegal immigrants work for 
minimum and even sub-minimum wages in 
workplaces that don’t come close to meeting 
health and safety standards. It is nonsense to 
say, as President Bush did recently, that 
these jobs are filled by illegal immigrants 
because Americans won’t do them. Before we 
had mass illegal immigration in this coun-
try, hotel beds were made, office floors were 
cleaned, restaurant dishes were washed and 
crops were picked—by Americans. 

Americans will work at jobs that are risky, 
dirty or unpleasant so long as they provide 
decent wages and working conditions, espe-
cially if employers also provide health insur-
ance. Plenty of Americans now work in such 
jobs, from mining coal to picking up gar-
bage. The difference is they are paid a decent 
wage and provided benefits for their labor. 

However, Americans won’t work for pea-
nuts, and these days the national minimum 
wage is less than peanuts. For full-time 
work, it doesn’t even come close to the pov-
erty line for an individual, let alone provide 
a family with a living wage. It hasn’t been 
raised since 1997 and isn’t enforced even at 
its currently ridiculous level. 

Yet enforcing the minimum wage doesn’t 
require walling off a porous border or trying 

to distinguish yesterday’s illegal immigrant 
from tomorrow’s ‘‘guest worker.’’ All it 
takes is a willingness by the federal govern-
ment to inspect workplaces to determine 
which employers obey the law. 

Curiously, most members of Congress who 
take a hard line on immigration also strong-
ly oppose increasing the minimum wage, 
claiming it will hurt businesses and reduce 
jobs. For some reason, they don’t seem eager 
to acknowledge that many of the jobs they 
claim to hold dear are held by the same ille-
gal immigrants they are trying to deport. 

But if we want to reduce illegal immigra-
tion, it makes sense to reduce the abundance 
of extremely low-paying jobs that fuels it. If 
we raise the minimum wage, it’s possible 
some low-end jobs may be lost; but more 
Americans would also be willing to work in 
such jobs, thereby denying them to people 
who aren’t supposed to be here in the first 
place. And tough enforcement of wage rules 
would curtail the growth of an underground 
economy in which both illegal immigration 
and employer abuses thrive. 

Raising the minimum wage and increasing 
enforcement would prove far more effective 
and less costly than either proposal cur-
rently under consideration in Congress. If 
Congress would only remove its blinders 
about the minimum wage, it may see a plan 
to deal effectively with illegal immigration, 
too. 
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IN HONOR OF FRANCIS ALFONSE 
IANNI 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to pay tribute to 
Francis Alfonse Ianni, who is celebrating his 
75th birthday this month. Throughout his life 
he has worked to protect and enhance the 
well being of the Delaware community and I 
join so many others in expressing thanks. 

Frank began to serve his country at the 
early age of 13, enlisting in the Delaware 
State Guard in 1945. He quickly rose to the 
rank of Sergeant and transferred to the Dela-
ware National Guard, where he served as a 
Staff Sergeant. He attended Valley Forge Mili-
tary Academy and was designated as a distin-
guished, military graduate. In 1954 he grad-
uated from the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point and was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant 
to the 82nd Airborne division. Overseas, he 
served in Greenland, West Germany, and two 
tours in Vietnam. Upon his return, he contin-
ued to serve in the army as a Special Assist-
ant for the National Security Council Affairs, 
and later, in the Office of the Secretary of De-
fense. In 1977, he went on to become the Ad-
junct General of the Delaware National Guard. 

His dedication to protecting others tran-
scends well beyond his military service. In 
1981 he retired from the Delaware National 
Guard and accepted the position of Director of 
the Delaware Office of Highway Safety. While 
holding this position he was responsible for 
numerous significant advances in protecting 
our community, including: the Driving Under 
the Influence Law, Seat Belt Law, and Child 
Safety Seat Law. He also initiated the first so-
briety checkpoints throughout Delaware, and 
was responsible for the first Alcohol Aware-
ness Programs conducted around the holi-
days. 
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Even after leaving the Office of Highway 

Safety, Frank continued to be an active and 
benevolent member of the Delaware commu-
nity. He taught as an Adjunct Professor at 
Goldey-Beacom College in Wilmington, teach-
ing courses in business and political science 
until his retirement in 2000. He has also 
served on numerous boards including the 
Delaware Blood Bank and the Delmarva 
Chapter of the American Red Cross. I con-
gratulate and thank him for his valuable con-
tributions and exemplary record of service on 
behalf of the State of Delaware. Thank you, 
for all you have done and continue to do for 
the people of our State. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘INTEG-
RITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN 
ADMINISTRATION PARDONS ACT 
OF 2006’’ 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today, along 
with several of my colleagues, I am intro-
ducing legislation that would require the presi-
dent to notify Congress upon the pardon of 
any Executive Branch employee. This notifica-
tion is necessary because it is possible that 
the president could pardon an employee of his 
administration as a means of preventing an in-
vestigation from running its course and, per-
haps, uncovering information critical of the ad-
ministration. Without limiting the president’s 
pardon authority under Article II of the Con-
stitution, it is important for purposes of public 
accountability that Congress and the American 
public be notified when he does pardon one of 
his own employees. 

The need for this legislation came to light as 
a result of the Justice Department’s investiga-
tion into an administration official’s leak of CIA 
officer Valerie Plame Wilson’s identity. The in-
dictment of I. Lewis Libby, who was the Vice 
President’s Chief of Staff, for false statements, 
perjury, and obstruction of justice in connec-
tion with the investigation raised concerns that 
the President might use his authority to par-
don Mr. Libby or other officials involved in se-
rious criminal offenses. This is a concern be-
cause President George W. Bush refused to 
respond to a July 25, 2005 letter I sent seek-
ing his assurance that he would not pardon 
any former or current officials involved in the 
leak of Valerie Plame Wilson’s name. Also, a 
June 18, 2006 article by Tom Brune of 
Newsday notes that the Bush White House 
may gain political advantage by pardoning Mr. 
Libby. 

This is why Congress and the American 
people should be informed if and when a 
president pardons an administration employee. 
The notice should include information that sets 
forth the complete picture surrounding the par-
don. This would include: the name and gov-
ernment title of the person, nature of the of-
fense, the date of the pardon, the effect of the 
pardon on any criminal sentence or fine that 
may have been imposed, whether the person 
was involved in any criminal or civil investiga-
tion, whether the president sought the opinion 
of the lead Federal investigator on whether a 
pardon should be granted, and the position of 
the lead Federal investigator on whether a 
pardon should be granted. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, on Monday, July 24, 2006, I was un-
avoidably detained due to a prior obligation. 

Had I been present and voting, I would have 
voted as follows: Rollcall No. 394: ‘‘yes’’ (S. 
1496); Rollcall No. 395: ‘‘yes’’ (S. 203); and 
Rollcall No. 396: ‘‘yes’’ (H.R. 5534). 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO BOB FISHER 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my good friend Bob Fisher, who will 
begin his 13th year as President and CEO of 
the Nevada Broadcasters Association in Au-
gust of this year. 

Bob has been the driving force behind re-
cording oral history video interviews with Ne-
vada’s pioneer radio and television broad-
casters to be preserved for future generations. 
For the past 12 years, Bob has hosted a 
weekly public affairs radio program called 
‘‘Observations’’ that airs on 17 stations. In ad-
dition, he has hosted a weekly public affairs 
television program, also named ‘‘Observa-
tions’’, that airs on four Northern Nevada sta-
tions. ‘‘Observations’’ is Nevada’s most lis-
tened-to public affairs radio program. 

Over the course of his long and distin-
guished career as a broadcaster, Bob has 
earned a number of accolades. He has earned 
three American Advertising Federation ADDY 
Awards for his broadcasting work, as well as 
Electronic Media Awards in 2000, 2001, and 
2002. 

Bob’s service to the community extends be-
yond radio and television broadcasts. Cur-
rently, Bob serves as the State Coordinator 
and Chairman of the Nevada AMBER Alert 
Review Committee. He is a member of the 
Nevada Homeland Security Commission and 
serves as Rural Taskforce Chairman. He is 
also a member of the Nevada BRAC Commis-
sion, and a former President of the National 
Alliance of State Broadcasters Associations 
(NASBA). Furthermore, Bob is a former mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees of the Las Vegas 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor my friend 
Bob Fisher. Bob has been a tireless advocate 
for the broadcasters in the State of Nevada 
and has built a very respectable relationship 
between the broadcasters and our State and 
Federal Governments. I wish him the best as 
he continues his leadership of the Nevada 
Broadcasters Association. 

CONCERNS WITH VIOLATIONS OF 
NORMAL COMMERCIAL RIGHTS 
AND OBLIGATIONS BY GAZPROM 
AND RUSSIA 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
submit to the RECORD an article titled ‘‘Texas 
Energy Concern, Assailing Big Russian and 
German Providers, Talks of Lawsuits’’ from 
the May 19 edition of the New York Times. 
The article, by Paul Meller, describes a situa-
tion impacting an important business in the 
12th district of Texas. 

Since 1997, Moncrief Oil International, Inc. 
of Ft. Worth, Texas, has held a significant 
contractual interest in the development of the 
Siberian Yuzhno-Russkoye gas field owned by 
Gazprom, Russia’s state-owned gas monop-
oly. Despite Moncrief Oil’s well-documented 
claim, Gazprom is now in the process of trans-
ferring mineral assets to European firms that 
infringe upon the U.S. company’s commercial 
rights and interests. 

I am concerned about this apparent viola-
tion. It is my hope that Gazprom and Russia 
will honor and enforce all contractual obliga-
tions relating to its strategic minerals indus-
tries. 

[From the New York Times, May 19, 2006] 

TEXAS ENERGY CONCERN, ASSAILING BIG RUS-
SIAN AND GERMAN PROVIDERS, TALKS OF 
LAWSUIT 

(By Paul Meller) 

BRUSSELS, May 18.—An American-based en-
ergy company, Moncrief Oil International, is 
threatening to sue two German companies, 
contending that an agreement they signed 
with the Russian giant Gazprom interfered 
with Moncriefs existing contracts to develop 
natural gas fields in western Siberia. 

Moncrief—a privately owned, family- 
founded business in Fort Worth—has sent 
letters to the German companies, E.On and 
Wintershall, a gas-distribution unit of the 
German chemical group BASF, informing 
them of its plans to take legal action in the 
German courts, Moncriefs president, Jeffrey 
Miller, said Thursday in a telephone inter-
view. 

The threat of the suit in a German court is 
the latest twist in Moncriefs efforts to get 
Gazprom to comply with an agreement in 
1997 that gave it a 40 percent stake in the 
Yuzhno-Russkoye field. 

Moncrief contends that Gazprom has ig-
nored the agreement and is selling stakes in 
the natural gas field to other companies, in-
cluding the 40 percent stake Moncrief says it 
owns. 

In a statement issued after the letter to 
Wintershall was sent, the company’s chair-
man, Richard W. Moncrief, said, ‘‘While 
Moncrief has delivered on its side of the deal, 
Gazprom has not honored its signed agree-
ment with Moncrief, instead choosing to sell 
a stake in the field to BASF, and perhaps 
E.On.’’ 

Late last month, Gazprom signed an agree-
ment that gave Wintershall a 35 percent 
stake in the Yuzhno-Russkoye field in return 
for an increased stake in Wingas, a joint ven-
ture involving Gazprom and BASF. 

Gazprom currently owns 35 percent of the 
joint venture. But under the agreement 
signed last month in the Siberian city of 
Tomsk and witnessed by President Vladimir 
V. Putin of Russia and Chancellor Angela 
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Merkel of Germany, Gazprom’s stake in 
Wingas will rise to just under 50 percent. 

Gazprom is also poised to sign a similar de-
velopment deal with E.On. 

‘‘Their discussions are advancing,’’ Mr. 
Moncrief said. ‘‘The letter to E.On is pre- 
emptive and assumes that it will strike a 
similar deal with Gazprom to the one signed 
last month. 

‘‘Both BASF and E.On were informed by 
Moncrief of its prior interest in the Y.-R. 
field in 2005 when the first reports of a deal 
with Gazprom were emerging, and again in 
March this year—we still received no re-
sponse. Certainly no one has ever denied the 
existence of our prior interest.’’ 

A Wintershall spokesman, Stefan Leunig, 
refused to ‘‘comment on the validity of 
Moncriefs claim.’’ 

Mr. Leunig said he did not expect the 
threat of legal action from Moncrief to affect 
the deal it signed with Gazprom last month, 
adding that his company’s lawyers ‘‘do not 
recognize any legal foundation for a lawsuit 
by Moncrief against BASF-Wintershall in a 
court in Germany.’’ 

E.On could not be reached for comment. 
Mr. Miller said he was confident that his 

company had grounds to sue. ‘‘Wintershall 
and E.On both know that their interest in 
the Y.-R. field interferes with Moncriefs con-
tracts,’’ he said, adding, ‘‘We value our 40 
percent stake in Yuzhno-Russkoye at around 
$8 billion.’’ 

Moncrief agreed to invest $800 million to $1 
billion in the gas field, which it estimates 
contains 600 billion cubic meters of natural 
gas deposits. Mr. Miller said it had spent $10 
million to $15 million on engineering and fi-
nancing connected with the gas field. 

Moncrief tried to sue Gazprom in Federal 
District Court in Fort Worth, but the court 
ruled that the case fell outside its jurisdic-
tion. Moncrief is appealing that decision. In 
the meantime, rather than pursue Gazprom 
on its home territory, Mr. Miller said his 
company stood a better chance of fair treat-
ment in Germany. ‘‘We don’t think well get 
a fair trial in Russia,’’ he said. 

Michael Emerson, a specialist in European 
energy matters with the Center for European 
Policy Studies in Brussels, an independent 
research group, said Gazprom had reasons for 
extending its distribution reach further into 
Europe. 

In addition to selling in lucrative Euro-
pean markets, the company is trying to 
thwart efforts to establish a new pipeline 
bringing gas from Turkmenistan to Europe 
through Turkey. Pressure to create such a 
pipeline mounted after gas supplies from 
Russia were cut to countries including 
Ukraine this past winter. 

‘‘Gazprom doesn’t want this alternative 
supply route,’’ Mr. Emerson said. ‘‘By con-
solidating its stake in E.On and BASF, 
Gazprom will gain a voice in all the strategic 
investment issues, and will be better placed 
to persuade European companies not to in-
vest in a competing route.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LANIE BLACK 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Lanie Black for his years of pub-
lic service to citizens of Southeast Missouri. 
Rep. Black has represented the 161st district 
in the Missouri House of Representatives 
since 1998, and he will retire at the end of the 
2d Session of the 93rd General Assembly. 

While in the Missouri House of Representa-
tives, Lanie Black has been an active member 
of the Economic Development Committee and 
chaired the Transportation Committee. He has 
been a tireless advocate for his constituents, 
ensuring that their views are represented in 
the Missouri General Assembly. 

Lanie has been a life-long resident of 
Charleston, Missouri. He is a 1965 graduate of 
Charleston High School. He then went on to 
Vanderbilt University to earn a bachelor’s de-
gree in chemical engineering. After graduating 
from Vanderbilt, Rep. Black served as a diver 
for the U.S. Navy. 

In addition to serving in the Missouri House 
of Representatives, Lanie Black has been an 
active member of his community. Rep. Black 
operates a poultry farm near Charleston, Mis-
souri. He is a member of the local Kiwanis 
Club and the Missouri Farm Bureau. Lanie 
has continued to help the Boy Scouts of 
America as a scoutmaster. In 1993, Lanie 
Black was honored as the Charleston Man of 
the Year for his outstanding community in-
volvement. 

There are few individuals in public service 
who are as dedicated to our communities and 
country as Lanie Black. He has always put the 
views and interests of his constituents before 
his own political interest. Rep. Black was able 
to use his great knowledge of agriculture and 
rural affairs to better represent the needs and 
concerns of the citizens of Southeast Missouri. 
His strong faith and firm values guided him to 
public service, and he will exit that stage with 
dignity and class. 

Mr. Speaker, I once again ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Rep. Lanie 
Black. Missouri is a better place because of 
his leadership, and we wish Rep. Black the 
best of luck in all his future endeavors. 
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TRIBUTE TO PETER MYERS 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Peter Myers, Missouri State Rep-
resentative for the 160th legislative district. 
Rep. Myers is retiring from the Missouri Gen-
eral Assembly after eight years of distin-
guished service. 

Rep. Myers was born on January 4, 1931 in 
Racine, Wisconsin. Upon graduation from Wil-
liam Horlick High School in Racine, Wisconsin, 
he earned a Bachelor’s degree in agriculture 
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 
1953. Rep. Myers proudly served his country 
from 1953–1955 as a 1st Lieutenant in the 
U.S. Army Ordinance Corp. Rep. Myers then 
moved to Southeast Missouri in 1955, to own 
and operate a farm on the outskirts of 
Sikeston, MO. From 1955–1982, Rep. Myers 
worked the land and spent countless days in 
the fields cultivating crops. During this time, 
Rep. Myers gained a reputation as being an 
extremely knowledgable and skilled farmer. 

In the early eighties, Rep. Myers ventured 
into public service by accepting positions with 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Although 
Rep. Myers had been involved in many civic 
organizations and recognized as a leader in 
Missouri Agriculture, he was able to bring his 
expertise to a national level. He served in sev-

eral capacities throughout USDA, and eventu-
ally rose to the level of Deputy Secretary of 
Agriculture during the Reagan Administration. 
After Rep. Myers’ service to USDA, he re-
mained a strong voice for the American farm-
er. 

In 1998, Rep. Myers decided to further 
serve Missourians in the General Assembly. 
He won a seat in the Missouri House of Rep-
resentatives, representing the 160th District. 
Rep. Myers eventually rose to become the 
Chairman of the House Committee on Agri-
culture. Missourians have been fortunate to 
have such a devoted and well-versed member 
of the General Assembly. In addition to Rep. 
Myers’ legislative duties, he advises Adopt a 
Farm Family of America, Inc., which is a 
Christian organization that provides support to 
rural citizens. Rep. Myers has committed his 
life to bettering the lives not just of farmers or 
his constituents, but of all Missourians. 

As Rep. Myers completes his final term in 
the Missouri General Assembly, he can rest 
assured his actions in Jefferson City are well- 
respected by all Missouri farmers. His wife 
Mary and five children deserve to be com-
mended as well, for they have supported Rep. 
Myers through the years. I once again con-
gratulate Rep. Myers on his devoted service to 
the citizens of Missouri’s 160th District. While 
Rep. Myers’ time in office is winding down, I 
am certain he will remain a prominent figure in 
Missouri public life. 

f 

HEALTH INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY PROMOTION ACT OF 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4157) to amend 
the Social Security Act to encourage the dis-
semination, security, confidentiality and 
usefulness of health information technology: 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Chairman, I rise to ex-
press some concerns with the bill before us, 
but also to urge my colleagues to find ways to 
encourage the careful development of mean-
ingful health information technology systems. 
It is critical that we move rapidly toward the 
development and implementation of an elec-
tronic health information system, but it also is 
critical that this be done with great forethought 
and integrity. 

I regret that I cannot support the bill before 
us today because it fails to include critical 
components mandating quality in our health 
care technology systems. Furthermore, I echo 
the concerns of my colleagues regarding the 
need for patient privacy standards and impor-
tant consumer protections. 

This is a missed opportunity for our nation’s 
health care system. The goal of moving health 
care from pen and paper to the digital age has 
enjoyed bipartisan support. I am troubled that 
the bill presented to the House of Representa-
tives today fails to meet the standards of the 
bipartisan coalition spearheaded by my col-
league, PATRICK KENNEDY. 

In recent years, I have been proud to see 
the health care community in Rhode Island 
come together to accelerate the use of health 
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information technology in our state. One 
project in particular—and this is just one of 
many—called EHR–RI, has brought together 
physicians, hospital administrators and insur-
ance company representatives to focus on the 
goals of getting this technology into physi-
cians’ offices and aiding in the often-com-
plicated transition to new systems. The health 
care community recognizes the need to com-
promise and work in collaboration to achieve 
the goals of using technology to help patients 
and their families. 

Because the efficient use of technology is 
central to our efforts to control costs and in-
crease quality in health care, I urge my col-
leagues in Congress to follow their lead. Sup-
port stronger legislation that would truly ad-
vance the electronic health information ex-
change in our nation’s health care system. 
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TRIBUTE TO DANIELLE BRIGHT 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Danielle Bright, a Haitian community 
leader, education activist and upstanding 
member of the Rockland county community. 

Born in Haiti in 1951 her family fled the op-
pressive Francois ‘‘Papa Doc’’ Duvalier regime 
in 1964. Her family then spent two years in 
Congo before moving to Europe. It was in 
1971, in France that she married Lealy Bright; 
they later had two children. The family eventu-
ally settled in the United States in 1978, first 
in Brooklyn and then in my district in Rockland 
County. 

After moving to New York, Ms. Bright did 
not forget her Haitian heritage. She went on to 
be a longtime activist for the Haitian Commu-
nity in Rockland County. She was the founder 
and a board member of the Haitian-American 
Parents Association. Most recently, she was 
honored at the annual dinner of the Martin Lu-
ther King Multi-Purpose center. 

Fighting for the Haitian community was just 
one of Ms. Bright’s causes. She was also a 
strong advocate for education for all children. 
She was an active member of the East Ram-
apo Board of Education. An ardent opponent 
of school budget cuts, she always argued that 
children deserved better. Those who worked 
alongside Ms. Bright on the school board 
called her a fierce advocate, dedicated to her 
work. 

Danielle Bright spent a large portion of her 
life trying to improve the lives of others. She 
will be sorely missed by all of those in the 
community whose lives she touched. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE IRANIAN CON-
STITUTIONAL REVOLUTION 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, next 
month marks the 100th anniversary of the Ira-
nian Constitutional Revolution, a pivotal event 
in Persian and Middle Eastern history. In the 

face of a corrupt and authoritarian monarchy, 
and in order to defend Persian interests 
against British and Russian imperialism, the 
Persian people rose up and forced the cre-
ation of a parliament and the adoption of a 
constitution containing basic democratic rights 
for the first time in Iranian history. 

To mark these events, I will be introducing 
a resolution recognizing and honoring the 
100th anniversary of the Iranian Constitutional 
Revolution, which I have drafted with the sup-
port of leading members of the Iranian-Amer-
ican community and the input of preeminent 
scholars of modern Iranian history. 

At a time when the United States faces very 
serious and difficult issues with regards to 
Iran, this historic event demonstrates that the 
Iranian people have a long-standing desire for 
democratic self-government, free from authori-
tarian rule or foreign interference. I believe 
that understanding these values common to 
the Iranian and American peoples, as well as 
Iran’s political history, will help us develop a 
constructive policy towards Iran. It is also an 
important sign of support for the Iranian peo-
ple and our Iranian-American constituents. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE HOMELESS 
VETERANS ASSISTANCE ACT OF 
2006 

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-
troducing H.R. 5960, the Homeless Veterans 
Assistance Act of 2006, to fortify our Nation’s 
efforts to prevent and end homelessness 
among veterans. 

Each night, as many as 200,000 male and 
female veterans are sleeping in a doorway, 
under a bridge, in an alley, box, barn, car, or 
homeless shelter. While the number of home-
less veterans has decreased somewhat, many 
veterans are on the brink of homelessness. 
Many veterans are at high risk of homeless-
ness because of poverty, dismal living condi-
tions, and lack of support. 

A third of homeless men living on the street 
are veterans. Women veterans are up to four 
times more likely to become homeless when 
compared with their peers in the general pop-
ulation. According to the National Coalition for 
Homeless Veterans, the number of women 
among homeless veterans is increasing, from 
2 percent of the homeless veteran population 
in 1996 to 7 percent at the end of 2005. 

About half of all homeless veterans suffer 
from mental illness. More than two-thirds suf-
fer from alcohol or drug abuse problems. 

Behind these disturbing statistics are real 
men and women who have served our nation. 
We must lift the veil of invisibility that conceals 
the reality of homeless veterans. We must 
take action to honor these veterans. The De-
partment of Veterans Affairs has many good 
programs that need Congressional reauthor-
ization to continue. However, even with these 
programs, we are not meeting the demand or 
providing adequate support to prevent at-risk 
veterans from falling into homelessness. 

Earlier this month the Associated Press re-
ported that homelessness is a threat for re-
turning veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Herold Noel is a 26-year-old former Army pri-

vate first class who served in Iraq during the 
beginning of the war. When he returned to 
New York, he could not find a job to support 
his wife and children. They ended up in a 
homeless shelter after the housing programs 
for veterans in the city were full. Mr. Noel is 
suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD), caused by his experience in the serv-
ice. Mr. Noel, who drove a fuel-truck in Iraq, 
has had to deal with nightmarish images that 
he saw during war. 

We must and can take steps to prevent 
homelessness among our returning troops. 

My legislation recommits our nation to pre-
venting and ending homelessness among vet-
erans. 

My legislation is the result of an ongoing 
dialogue with the National Coalition for Home-
less Veterans, information and findings from a 
Congressional briefing sponsored by Demo-
cratic Members of House Committee on Vet-
erans Affairs, which heard from VA experts, 
community providers of care for homeless vet-
erans and former homeless veterans, reports 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs Advi-
sory Committee on Homeless Veterans, and 
annual reports from the VA evaluating VA’s 
health care programs for homeless veterans. 

Specifically my legislation would extend ex-
pired authorization for VA’s successful Home-
less Veterans Grant & Per Diem Program 
through 2011 and reauthorizes yearly appro-
priations for the program at $200 million. 

In fiscal year 2005, the average per day 
payment to community providers to provide 
shelter, meals and intensive supportive serv-
ices to veterans was $24.16. It would be hard 
to find a hotel room in most cities at that rate, 
let alone provide a veteran with meals and 
supportive services, such as mental health 
and vocational counseling. My legislation 
would put the per diem rate paid to community 
service providers on par with the per diem 
rates for State Veterans Homes providing 
domiciliary care, which is $31.30 for 2006. 

This increase will greatly improve the capac-
ity of community providers to help homeless 
veterans recover, rehabilitate and reintegrate 
back into society. 

My legislation also improves accountability 
and performance of the Homeless Veterans 
Grant & Per Diem Program by requiring the 
Secretary to establish performance standards 
to evaluate and document clinical activities 
and outcomes. 

The legislation also would require each 
grant recipient to provide financial information 
necessary for the VA to verify that payments 
provide services to homeless veterans. 

VA provides grants for comprehensive 
homeless service centers that are open to 
homeless veterans on an unscheduled and 
drop-in basis. These centers are a vital access 
point to homeless veterans. The legislation 
clarifies that funding for these drop-in service 
centers for homeless veterans may be used to 
maintain adequate staffing for services. 

The authorization to treat veterans suffering 
from serious mental illness, including home-
less veterans expires on December 12, 2006. 
In addition, the authority to expand and im-
prove the provision of benefits and services to 
homeless veterans in the 20 largest metropoli-
tan areas expires on December 31, 2006. The 
legislation extends both authorities for five 
years, through 2011. 

The legislation also extends authorization of 
program in 38 U.S.C. 2041 through 2011. 
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At the May 18, 2005, Congressional briefing 

on homeless veterans, we heard from Denise 
Randolph, a former homeless woman veteran. 
She explained that when she went to the VA 
to stay at the domiciliary she felt unsafe be-
cause the space was not set up to house 
women. VA experts confirmed that many VA 
domiciliary programs are not equipped to han-
dle the privacy and safety needs of female 
veterans, although VA is addressing this prob-
lem. Given that more women are serving in 
our armed forces and those women veterans 
are at greater risk for homelessness, we must 
ensure that female veterans have access to 
safe VA programs. The bill would require the 
VA to enhance its capacity to provide safe 
domiciliary care for women veterans. 

The VA has no specific programs to help 
community providers who focus on homeless 
veterans in rural and remote locations. This 
legislation would authorize special grants to 
community providers to meet the needs of 
homeless rural veterans. 

Dental care has consistently been identified 
in the top five unmet needs of homeless vet-
erans. The legislation expands homeless vet-
erans’ eligibility for dental services and treat-
ment. 

The legislation authorizes appropriations of 
$1 million each year through 2011 to provide 
technical assistance grants to assist commu-
nity providers in addressing the problems of 
homeless veterans. 

The authorization for the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Advisory Committee on Home-
less Veterans expires on December 31, 2006. 
This committee has been very effective in as-
sessing the effectiveness of VA policies, orga-
nizational structures and services to assist 
homeless veterans. The Committee has also 
been pivotal in identifying gaps in programs 
and barriers to addressing the needs of home-
less veterans. The legislation reauthorizes the 
Committee through September 30, 2011. The 
legislation also clarifies that the Executive Di-
rector of the Interagency Council on Home-
lessness, the VA Under Secretary for Health 
and VA Under Secretary for Benefits are ex- 
officio members of the Committee. 

Helping transition homeless veterans is a 
complex and challenging effort that requires 
vigilance and coordination. A number of geo-
graphic regions of VA hospitals do not have 
full-time staff as Homeless Veterans Coordina-
tors. My legislation requires each Veterans In-
tegrated Service Network, known as VISNs, to 
have at least one full-time Homeless Veterans 
Coordinator. 

Last August, our nation saw the destructive 
force of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. The 
homeless shelters in New Orleans, like other 
structures, suffered damage from this disaster. 
The legislation would authorize the VA to 
make emergency grants to community shelters 
providing care for homeless veterans to repair 
or replace facilities that are damaged or de-
stroyed by a disaster. 

Homeless veterans with severe disabilities, 
including mental health disorders, need sup-
portive services to maintain their functional 
lives. Linking permanent housing to supportive 
services is an effective way to end long-term 
homelessness for veterans who have mental 
health disorders, including substance abuse or 
other disabling conditions. According to the 
Corporation for Supportive Housing, providing 
supportive services to individuals in permanent 
housing reduces costly emergency room visits 

by 57 percent, decreases inpatient hospital 
days by 58 percent and reduces use of public 
residential mental health programs by 100 per-
cent. The VA’s research has found that home-
less veterans who have housing and sup-
portive services can revive social networks 
and rebuild their family relationships. 

My good friend and colleague from New 
Hampshire, Representative JEB BRADLEY, has 
introduced legislation to require the VA, in co-
ordination with HUD, to provide financial as-
sistance to non-profit organizations to coordi-
nate the provision of supportive services for 
very low-income veterans residing in perma-
nent housing. I support his bill and I have in-
cluded a similar provision in my legislation. 

In addition to providing the services at-risk 
veterans need to remain in permanent hous-
ing, we must also take steps to prevent home-
lessness. The legislation authorizes the VA to 
conduct a demonstration program, in at least 
three sites, to identify veterans who are at risk 
of becoming homeless after discharge or sep-
aration from the armed services and provide 
referral and counseling services to help pre-
vent such veterans from becoming homeless. 

The legislation makes permanent the suc-
cessful pilot program to provide counseling 
and outreach to at-risk veterans who are 
transitioning from a penal institution or an in-
stitution that provides long-term care for men-
tal illness. 

The Homeless Veterans Assistance Act of 
2006 has the strong support of the National 
Coalition for Homeless Veterans, the Iraq & 
Afghanistan Veterans of America and the Cor-
poration for Supportive Housing. 

I urge my colleagues to support the Home-
less Veterans Assistance Act of 2006. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE MONTEREY 
COUNTY FAIR 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate the Monterey County Fair on an out-
standing 70 year tradition. During the week of 
August 15–20, 2006, the 7th District Agricul-
tural Association’s official County Fair will be 
enjoyed by both community residents and visi-
tors with a theme of ‘‘That’s Entertainment.’’ 

The Monterey County Fair promotes Mon-
terey County’s rich agricultural heritage with 
livestock demonstrations, displays and auc-
tions to raise money for scholarships, includ-
ing the participation of over 5,000 of Monterey 
County’s youth through programs such as FFA 
and 4–H in festivities offered at the fair. 

Exhibitors can choose from agriculture, hor-
ticulture and floriculture divisions for those with 
a green thumb, visual arts for the crafty and 
artistic, home arts for culinary whizzes and 
wine makers, and photography for camera 
buffs. Livestock categories include cattle, 
sheep, swine, rabbits, and poultry. These fun 
and friendly competitions are a chance to win 
both ribbons and prize money. 

The Fair hosts Kids’ Day, Seniors’ Day, and 
Special Friends Day so that all children under 
age of twelve, all senior citizens living in Mon-
terey County, and citizens of who are mentally 
or physically challenged can enjoy the fair. 

The Monterey County Fair provides an ex-
cellent showcase of the unique, creative tal-

ents of the residents of Monterey County in-
cluding crafts, fine art and photography. With 
over 200 categories for exhibitors to choose 
from, such opportunities increase self-esteem 
and community pride for all ages. This year 
they have added such innovative educational 
exhibits as a Living Food Pyramid that show-
cases local produce and teaches nutrition in a 
dynamic way, a Birthing Barn, Kid Tractor 
Pulls, a special new Kids Club, a Wild West 
Express Act, a special Street Rodder Car 
Show, and the all new Battle of the Bands. 

The Monterey County Fair has launched a 
year-round Kid’s Club to encourage Monterey 
County kids to learn more about the Monterey 
County Fair and get involved with many Fair 
activities year-round while having fun, such as 
the Read and Ride contest, coloring contest, 
and special Kids’ Day activities. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Monterey County 
and all its citizens, I want to acknowledge the 
valuable contributions of the Monterey County 
Fair, and wish them all the best on their 70th 
anniversary. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, because of a brief-
ing in the House Permanent Select Committee 
on Intelligence, I was absent for rollcall vote 
414 on an amendment by Congressman 
TOWNS. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’. 

f 

HONORING MS. NORCELLA GIBSON 
FOR RECEIVING THE KINDRED 
SPIRIT AWARD 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
before you to acknowledge the good deeds of 
a caring and compassionate woman who has 
been an effective advocate for defenseless 
animals. Ms. Norcella ‘‘Sally’’ Gibson is the 
creator of Lucky Cat Rescue, an organization 
established to save the lives of stray and feral 
cats. 

Along with rescuing and re-homing over 250 
cats each year, Ms. Gibson can add to her re-
sume the Kindred Spirit Award from the Doris 
Day Foundation. The award is given to people 
who show extreme kindness and compassion 
to animals. By founding an organization that 
gives cats and kittens medical attention, foster 
care, proper diet, and loving homes, Sally Gib-
son was a first-rate candidate. 

Sally, the Executive Assistant to the Chief of 
Pediatrics at the University of Maryland Hos-
pital for Children, is known for her devotion to 
the safety and well-being of our most vulner-
able, animals and children. 

Lucky Cat Rescue takes in cats and kittens 
that are considered ‘‘unadoptable’’ by other 
shelters. In fact, these are the cats that would 
potentially be euthanized. Ms. Gibson main-
tains three feral cat colonies. She and other 
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volunteers offer these cats a home and foster 
families. Proud foster parents report back with 
incredible success stories. 

Lucky Cat Rescue also serves as an edu-
cational organization. They provide information 
and resources to surrounding communities re-
garding the spaying and neutering of cats in 
order to reduce the amount of unwanted lit-
ters. 

I believe it is important to protect animals. I 
proudly became a cosponsor of the Pet Ani-
mal Welfare Statue (PAWS) of 2005. This leg-
islation regulates the pet industry and requires 
all commercial breeders to comply with basic 
animal welfare rules. 

We live in a fast-paced world. Often times, 
the needs of animals can get overlooked. Ms. 
Gibson’s, Lucky Cat Rescue is a place that 
shelters these creatures from cruelty. It gives 
me great pleasure to have a strong organiza-
tion such as this in the Second Congressional 
District of Maryland. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to bring before you 
today a woman with such a strong sense of 
empathy and humanity. The acts of kindness 
she has shown saved the lives of hundreds of 
animals. Ms. Norcella Gibson is worthy of 
great recognition for her kindheartedness. 

f 

ON THE PASSING OF AMBASSADOR 
ANNE FORRESTER 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with a 
heavy heart to pay tribute to my sister, and 
friend, colleague Ambassador Anne Forrester, 
one of the premier civil servants and pan- 
Africanist of our generation. A great spirit de-
parted this world when Anne lost her battle 
with pancreatic cancer and passed away in 
her home in New York City on June 23, 2006. 

Today we mourn the loss of this great 
woman and celebrate her great legacy. As the 
third African-American woman ambassador in 
U.S. history and co-founder of TransAfrica 
Forum, Anne was a leader and mentor to us 
all. She devoted her life to public service and 
touched the lives of countless individuals. At 
the same time, Ambassador Forrester broke 
down barriers and paved the way for others to 
follow in her stead and continue the charge. 

As an Ambassador from the United States 
to Mali, a senior aide to U.S. United Nations’ 
Ambassador Andrew Young, Staff Director of 
the Sub-Committee on Africa for the House of 
Representatives, and a senior official at United 
Nations Development Program in Africa and in 
the Caribbean, Ambassador Forrester had a 
truly inimitable impact on the African Diaspora. 

I met Anne on Capitol Hill during the mid- 
70s and got to know her and benefited from 
her brilliance, her great intellect, and her warm 
heart. 

Today, my thoughts and prayers are with 
her family—daughters Camara and Kandia 
and aunts, Helena and Ethel—during this dif-
ficult time, along with the countless individuals 
throughout the world who were impacted by 
her tireless dedication to public service. We all 
share their pain. 

Ambassador Forrester was truly an unparal-
leled force on the forefront of an international 
movement; she worked tirelessly to connect 

and improve the condition of African peoples 
throughout the Diaspora. And no words can 
express how greatly our sister-friend will be 
missed. Anne’s far-reaching contributions to 
foreign affairs set a premier example for peo-
ple all over the world. As we mourn her loss, 
we all must commit ourselves to ensure that 
Anne’s spirit and work will live on. 

f 

HONORING THE CITY OF HUN-
TINGTON PARK ON THE OCCA-
SION OF ITS 100TH YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY CELEBRATION 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the City of Huntington Park 
and its more than 64,000 residents on the oc-
casion of the city’s 100th year anniversary. 

I am proud to have this great city as part of 
my 34th Congressional district of California. 

With a long and distinguished history and a 
vibrant community, the city of Huntington Park 
has evolved from a small community of 526 
residents in 1906 to a bustling retail center for 
the Los Angeles County region in 2006. 

In the latter part of the 18th century, the 
land which would eventually become the city 
of Huntington Park was a vast, unexplored ter-
ritory. The first European of record to arrive to 
the area was Francisco Salvatore Lugo, a sol-
dier-explorer and personal friend of the King of 
Spain. For almost a hundred years, the early 
history of the area was the history of the pros-
perous Lugo Family. 

In the early 20th century, ownership of the 
land was passed from the Lugo Family to the 
farmers, developers, and settlers who were 
preparing the way for the birth of the city of 
Huntington Park. Among the prominent names 
in the city’s history was a pair of land devel-
opers named A.L. Burbank and E.V. Baker 
who arrived in the area in 1899. By 1901, 
these two developers controlled a 100-acre 
tract of land, which they named ‘‘La Park’’. 
Burbank and Baker were prominent names in 
the area, but they themselves had no intention 
of founding a city. Their vision of La Park was 
for a commercial center and way station for all 
transport of goods between Los Angeles and 
San Diego. In 1902, prominent industrialist 
Henry Huntington extended a line of his Pa-
cific Electric Railway to La Park, and changed 
the name to ‘‘Huntington Park’’. 

A group of early residents became the city 
founders. They were: George A. Garlow, Dr. 
Louis Weber, Dr. Clinton W. Hubbard, A.E. 
Walters, O.G. Jones, A.A. Weber, D.B. Lyons, 
William Linsey, and Frank Tate. These men of 
true pioneer spirit and foresight formed the 
Huntington Park Improvement Association and 
things began to happen. On September 1, 
1906, with 526 residents, the area was offi-
cially established and recognized as the City 
of Huntington Park. 

Today, Huntington Park, ‘‘The City of Per-
fect Balance,’’ is a dynamic city with excep-
tional recreation and social service programs. 
The city provides superior-quality public safe-
ty, transportation, and community development 
services to its residents and businesses while 
cultivating a unique small town ambiance. The 
stretch of Pacific Boulevard in downtown Hun-

tington Park is a major, thriving commercial 
district serving as a major retail center for the 
largely, working-class communities of south-
eastern Los Angeles County. 

As part of the City of Huntington Park’s 
100th anniversary, a centennial celebration will 
be held at the city’s civic center. The city’s 
year-long celebration will include special rec-
ognitions from local organizations including the 
Huntington Park Police Department and the 
Greater Huntington Park Area Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The 100th year anniversary of The City of 
Huntington Park is another milestone in the 
rich history of the city, as well as in the history 
of the state of California and the United 
States. I am honored to represent this thriving 
community in Congress, and I join the Hun-
tington Park community in celebrating this 
wonderful anniversary. 

f 

INTRODUCING A CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND 
HONORING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE 
LAMBDA THETA NU SORORITY, 
INCORPORATED, THE FIRST 
INTERCOLLEGIATE GREEK-LET-
TER SORORITY ESTABLISHED 
FOR LATINA COLLEGE WOMEN 
ON THE WEST COAST 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct 
pleasure to rise today to introduce a Concur-
rent Resolution recognizing and honoring the 
20th anniversary of the founding of the Lamb-
da Theta Nu Sorority, the first intercollegiate 
Greek-letter sorority established for Latina col-
lege women on the West Coast. 

Lambda Theta Nu is a wonderful sorority. It 
has now grown into a well developed and 
structured organization that caters to the 
needs of Latina women in higher education. 
This sorority’s B+ average grade point aver-
age among all its undergraduate members 
shows their dedication to academic excellence 
among Latina college women. Lambda Theta 
Nu prides itself on turning girls into women, 
Latinas into professionals, and students into 
graduates. Lambda Theta Nu’s devotion to the 
Latino community and the positive develop-
ment of its members should be applauded by 
all Members of the House. 

The text of the resolution follows, and I urge 
my colleagues to show their support for this 
distinguished organization by cosponsoring it. 

Recognizing and honoring the 20th anni-
versary of the founding of the Lambda Theta 
Nu Sorority, Incorporated, the first inter-
collegiate Greek-letter sorority established 
for Latina college women on the West Coast. 

H. CON. RES. ll 

Whereas the Lambda Theta Nu Sorority 
was founded by 18 young women on March 11, 
1986 at California State University, Chico; 

Whereas Leticia Campos, Mary Helen Coro-
nado, Pamela Daña, Abigail Estrada, Cecilia 
Fabian, Guadalupe Favela, Maria Gonzalez, 
Josephine Hernandez, Theresa Jauregui, Pa-
tricia Lozano, Luz Amelia Martinez, Rosa 
Meza, Imelda Michel, Rosana Michel, Teresa 
Reyes, Camille Rugama, Lisa Saldano, and 
Rosabelia Sanchez, the founders of the soror-
ity, recognized and responded to the needs of 
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Latina women in higher education and estab-
lished an innovative organization to respond 
to these needs; 

Whereas the principles of the Lambda 
Theta Nu Sorority are academic excellence, 
community service and sisterhood; 

Whereas Lambda Theta Nu Sorority fos-
ters collegiate academic excellence and pro-
motes an environment for personal growth 
within a unit of sisterhood for all its mem-
bers; 

Whereas Lambda Theta Nu Sorority does 
not discriminate based on race, national ori-
gin, religion, sexual orientation or handicap; 

Whereas, for over 20 years, Lambda Theta 
Nu Sorority has played an integral role in 
improving the college graduation rate for 
Latinas across 25 college campuses in Cali-
fornia, Colorado, Nebraska and Texas; 

Whereas Lambda Theta Nu Sorority is a 
founding member of the National Associa-
tion of Latino Fraternal Organization, the 
first of its kind. 

Whereas for over 20 years the sisters of 
Lambda Theta Nu Sorority have been com-
mitted and devoted leaders for the Latino 
community by serving as positive and edu-
cated role models, and contributed to efforts 
to increase Latino literacy nationwide: Now, 
therefore, be it: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress— 

(1) recognizes and honors the 20th anniver-
sary of the founding of Lambda Theta Nu So-
rority; 

(2) commends its Founders and all Lambda 
Theta Nu Sorority, Inc. sisters for their bond 
of sisterhood, common ideals and beliefs, and 
service to the Latino community; and 

(3) expresses its best wishes for Lambda 
Theta Nu Sorority Inc.’s continued success 
and growth. 

f 

HONORING FORMER MEMBER OF 
CONGRESS THOMAS J. MANTON 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the legacy and the record of 
our distinguished former colleague, Thomas J. 
Manton, a superb public servant who passed 
away on July 22nd. 

Tom Manton was born on November 3, 
1932. In many ways, his birth date was sym-
bolic of the man Tom would become. Just as 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, elected President 
a few days later, would usher in a new era of 
optimism and faith in the American system, 
Tom Manton lived a life that served as an in-
spiration to all who believed, and continue to 
believe, in the American Dream. 

A young child during the Depression, Tom 
Manton was a typical son of Irish immigrants, 
people who came to this country in search of 
work and a better life for their children. In fact, 
Tom’s father, Tom, Sr., was a laborer here at 
the United States Capitol. Surely, as he 
worked to help build the Cannon House Office 
Building, he must have looked around now 
and then, seen the grandeur of the place, and 
dreamed that one day, his son would work 
there, not as a laborer, but as an elected rep-
resentative with an office suite in the building. 
This most American of dreams, in fact, came 
true. 

Tom attended St. Joseph’s School in 
Astoria, Queens, and St. John’s Prep in 

Brooklyn; he earned an undergraduate degree 
and, by going to school at night, a law degree 
from St. John’s University. When his country 
needed him, Tom Manton served as a Flight 
Navigator in the U.S. Marine Corps. He then 
continued to serve his Nation and community 
by becoming a New York City Police Officer. 

In 1970, Tom was elected to the New York 
City Council, where he continued his work to 
safeguard the welfare of his fellow citizens. He 
would continue in this position for fourteen 
years. In 1984, Tom seized the opportunity to 
represent his community in the U.S. House of 
Representatives when he won the election to 
succeed Democratic vice-presidential nominee 
Geraldine Ferraro. 

Two years later, Tom became the Chairman 
of the Queens County Democratic organiza-
tion and immediately began the revitalization 
of the local party. Tom took the reins at a time 
when the party was racked with front-page 
problems and a loss of public trust. Not only 
did he turn the party organization around and 
bring it back to full health, but in doing so, he 
insisted on making its membership more di-
verse and more reflective of the diversity of 
our beloved borough of Queens. 

Tom’s passion for equality took form in his 
commitment to helping new political leaders of 
varying ethnic backgrounds achieve impres-
sive firsts. He helped elect the first Latino from 
Queens to the New York State Assembly; the 
first Chinese-American to the City Council; the 
first woman to serve as Borough President; 
and then the first African-American woman to 
Borough Presidency; he supported the first In-
dian-American and Korean-American District 
Leaders. These are just a few of these 
achievements. 

As a direct result of the discipline and com-
mitment he brought to every task, and the tire-
less work he put into the party, the Queens 
Democratic Committee is now one of the 
strongest party organizations in the country. 
Every Democratic candidate for President, 
going back to Michael Dukakis, sought Tom 
out, knowing that without his support, the 
votes of Queens Democrats would be few and 
far between. 

As a congressman, Tom was a bull-dog-like 
advocate for New York’s interests. He won a 
seat on the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and used his influence to bring jobs 
and opportunity to his constituents. He fought 
for critical improvements in the Superfund pro-
gram to accelerate the cleanup of toxic waste 
sites. He also took the lead in improving the 
conservation of our Nation’s fisheries and 
ocean resources as chairman of the Sub-
committee on Fisheries Management. He used 
his experience as a former member of the 
NYPD to ensure that police officers across the 
Nation—and their families—would receive fit-
ting lifetime compensation in the event of per-
manent job-related injuries. He was a Mem-
ber’s Member, constantly working behind the 
scenes to assist his colleagues, helping to res-
cue stuck legislation, or cutting deals that 
made everyone feel like a winner. 

Having lived the American Dream himself, 
Tom worked ceaselessly to safeguard the op-
portunity for everyone, native born and immi-
grant alike, to live the American Dream as 
well. Tom was tough, but Tom was fair. And 
respect for Tom was universal, and went be-
yond ideology or partisan boundaries. 

Tom never forgot his roots. He played a tire-
less and crucial role in helping to bring peace 

to Northern Ireland. He served as co-chair of 
the bipartisan Irish Caucus. He was selected 
to be the Grand Marshal of the New York City 
Saint Patrick’s Day Parade, something of 
which I know he was proud. 

With Tom Manton’s passing, we have lost 
one of the classic old school Irish politicians 
that New York has sent to Washington to look 
after the interests of ordinary Americans. Tom 
was a guy who was decent and honest. His 
word and handshake were his bond. Tom 
worked quietly behind the curtain, rather than 
grandstanding in front of the cameras. Tom 
was a stand-up guy, the real deal. 

When Tom Manton entered Congress in 
1985, I had been serving in Congress for little 
more than a year. All of us in the New York 
delegation turned to Tom for advice and guid-
ance. Tom made a difference in the lives of 
everyone who knew him, and his efforts im-
proved this country for every one of its citi-
zens. 

My heartfelt condolences go out to Tom’s 
widow, Diane, his children, and grandchildren. 
He loved them dearly and they love him still. 
Like many of my colleagues, I will miss Tom. 
I will miss his wise counsel and his unquench-
able passion for our community and its peo-
ple. America and New York have lost a truly 
good man and a great public servant. 

f 

RESOLUTION TO COMMEND THE 
PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENTS OF 
CYPRUS AND TURKEY 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to introduce a resolution expressing 
our deepest gratitude to Cyprus and Turkey. 

We are all following the news from the Mid-
dle East with concern and regret. The Leba-
nese South—for many years a region of civil 
war, of mortal fear and hopelessness—is 
burning again. Parts of Israel are suffering 
under permanent rocket fire. The military ac-
tions are causing humanitarian difficulties, as 
well. Thousands of Americans and Europeans 
are suffering in the region. When Hezbollah 
started their offensive against Israel, there 
were at least 25,000 American citizens in Leb-
anon. 

The current situation painfully reminds me of 
Lebanon in the year 1983, when 241 Ameri-
cans were killed in a suicide bombing. It also 
brings to mind the evacuation of American citi-
zens from Iran in 1979 and from Vietnam in 
1975. 

However, we must remain optimistic. There 
is some light in the darkness, something not to 
overlook in these sorrowful days: Even at a 
time when the United States is not the most 
beloved country in the world, we can feel that 
we are not alone. We are not alone in our ef-
forts to save the lives of our citizens. True 
friendship is shown in difficult times, and I am 
glad it does. 

I hope we are all aware that the United 
States could never manage the evacuation of 
25,000 citizens without reliable partners in the 
region. Bearing this in mind, I feel deeply 
grateful not only toward two governments but 
also towards two people: The governments 
and people of the Republics of Cyprus and 
Turkey. 
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Cyprus opened her doors to Americans 

evacuating Lebanon. On July 15th, a short- 
time after the Israeli reaction started, the Cyp-
riot government declared its readiness to as-
sist efforts for the evacuation of U.S. citizens 
and other nationals fleeing Lebanon. 

The government set up a committee to or-
ganize the reception of thousands of evac-
uees—between 5,000 and 10,000 were ex-
pected just in the first week of the evacuation. 
Keeping in mind that the Republic of Cyprus 
does not have more than 750,000 inhabitants, 
this is an enormous task. 

Thousands of American citizens have al-
ready been evacuated to Cyprus. Many of 
them breathed a big sigh of relief! We re-
ceived reports about the extraordinary hospi-
tality offered to our evacuees. The Cypriot 
people obviously know about the needs of 
people suffering under war and terror due to 
their own painful history of war and separa-
tion. 

Besides Cyprus, our Turkish friends also of-
fered their support. For the purpose of the 
evacuation of American citizens they provided 
their Mediterranean seaport Mersin. From 
there our evacuees can easily be transported 
to the U.S. military base of Incirlik. The Turk-
ish offer is also an expression of our deep and 
strong alliance. 

Today, we should express our hope that the 
excellent cooperation of the last several weeks 
will be continued. 

It is also time to recognize the responsible 
roles the Turkish and the Cypriot governments 
are playing in their efforts to stabilize the Mid-
dle East, and encourage them to proceed. 

Let us keep in mind: Real friendship is prov-
en in times of crisis, and we can be appre-
ciative that it does. Let us support this process 
sending a message of gratitude to our friends 
in Cyprus and Turkey! 

Thank you Cyprus, thank you Turkey! 

f 

WAIVING POINTS OF ORDER 
AGAINST CONFERENCE REPORT 
ON S. 250, CARL D. PERKINS CA-
REER AND TECHNICAL EDU-
CATION IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 
2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2006 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, as the 
Portland region and our global economy de-
mands a highly trained and skilled workforce 
the reauthorization of the Carl D. Perkins Ca-
reer and Technical Education Improvement 
Act will become even more important. Con-
gress, in this instance, understands the impor-
tant role technical and skilled education plays 
in preparing our workforce for the future. 

The Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical 
Education Improvement Act is a good federal 
investment, which will increase the role of 
math, science and technology in career and 
technical education programs and encourages 
the expanded use of technology by teachers 
and faculty. It strengthens the relationship be-
tween academic and technical instruction and 

ensures access for students in secondary and 
postsecondary programs across the country. 

Thousands of Oregonians have lost their 
jobs over the past several years and many are 
holding down jobs that pay less and provide 
fewer benefits. I have heard from businesses 
and job seekers about the challenges facing 
the region. High-tech manufacturing rep-
resents about 30 percent of the jobs in the 
Portland region, however, we do not have 
enough skilled labor. We desperately need to 
be preparing and training our students for 
these types of skilled jobs. It is expected by 
2020, the U.S. will experience a shortage of 
up to 12 million college-educated workers. 

This bill is a step in the right direction to 
help prepare Oregon for a 21st century work-
force. 

f 

UNITED STATES AND INDIA NU-
CLEAR COOPERATION PRO-
MOTION ACT OF 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2006 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5682) to exempt 
from certain requirements of the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954 a proposed nuclear agree-
ment for cooperation with India: 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Chairman, I rise today 
in support of H.R. 5682, the ‘‘United States 
and India Nuclear Cooperation Promotion Act 
of 2006.’’ 

The close relationship between the U.S. and 
India is crucial to world stability. We share a 
common system of government, common con-
stitutions, and common values. The two na-
tions work closely together on a wide range of 
issues including building peace and security in 
South Asia, increasing bilateral trade and in-
vestment, meeting global environmental chal-
lenges, fighting disease, and eradicate pov-
erty. 

India is an important partner in the ongoing 
struggle to fight terrorism. Just last week the 
House of Representatives passed a resolution, 
which I cosponsored, expressing sympathy for 
the people of India in the aftermath of the 
deadly terrorist attacks in Mumbai on July 11, 
2006. The resolution also expressed our soli-
darity with the government and people of India 
in fighting and defeating terrorism in all its 
forms. 

Today, we have a historic opportunity to ad-
vance and deepen relations with India with the 
passage of the bill before us. Under this pact, 
India would open up its civilian nuclear facili-
ties to international inspections. This legisla-
tion contains important conditions including 
that the President must determine that the 
International Atomic Energy Agency and India 
are working to ensure that there are more in-
spections of nuclear facilities and that India is 
working with the United States to prevent the 
spread of enrichment and reprocessing tech-
nology. 

India is a vital friend and ally and by approv-
ing this bill we will make that relationship even 
stronger. 

I commend Chairman HYDE and Ranking 
Member LANTOS for their leadership on this 
issue, and I urge my colleagues to support 
this legislation. 

f 

COMMENDING THE DOMESTIC 
COPPER INDUSTRY 

HON. TIM HOLDEN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the members of the domestic cop-
per industry and to thank them for the tremen-
dous services that they are providing to the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as well as 
the men and women serving in the United 
States military at home and overseas. 

The copper industry has long stood as one 
of the cornerstones of Pennsylvania’s manu-
facturing base. With a number of producers 
and fabricators operating across the Common-
wealth, including Heyco Metals in my district, 
I have had to opportunity to learn of the far- 
reaching benefits of copper. The Department 
of Defense has also recognized the benefits of 
incorporating copper and copper alloys into 
military applications. As such, the military and 
copper industry have established a coopera-
tive relationship to advance research and de-
velopment in a wide breadth of areas including 
medical technology and industrial systems. 
Copper research has produced crucial ad-
vances for the American military in land 
based, shipboard, and aerospace applications 
and has done so in a cost-effective manner. 

I am encouraged that the Army, through the 
Telemedicine and Advanced Technology Re-
search Center (TATRC), is undertaking re-
search on how best to utilize copper alloy’s in-
trinsic antimicrobial capacities in healthcare 
settings, including military outfits at home and 
overseas. The Copper Antimicrobial Research 
Program and the Copper Air Quality Program 
involve retrofitting surgical units and HVAC 
systems in critical DoD facilities—including VA 
hospitals and clinics, mobile medical units, 
shipboard medical facilities—with copper sur-
faces and components. Research has shown 
that these surfaces are able to quickly inac-
tivate infection causing pathogens. Copper of-
fers the potential to notably improve air quality 
and reduce the risk of cross-contamination be-
tween staff and patients in critical care units. 

These projects are examples of the potential 
that collaborative efforts hold for the military, 
but it is important to also recognize that con-
tinued innovation helps sustain the copper in-
dustry and the manufacturing sector as a 
whole. Heyco Metals, a fabricator of non-fer-
rous metals in Reading, PA, has been serving 
an important role in the copper industry. It is 
also appropriate to recognize the Copper De-
velopment Association (CDA), of which Heyco 
Metals is a key member. CDA serves as the 
development, engineering, and information 
services arm of the copper industry. I com-
mend both Heyco Metals and CDA for their 
passionate commitment to expand the market 
for copper applications. 

In closing, I am grateful to both my col-
leagues and the military for recognizing the 
crucial benefits that the copper industry has to 
offer. 

March 3, 2007, Congressional Record
Correction To Page E1610
CORRECTION

March 3, 2007, Congressional Record
Correction To Page E1610
July 28, 2006_On Page E1610 the following appeared: COMMENDING THE DOMESTIC COPPER INDUSTRY HON. TIM HOLDEN OF PENNSYLVANIA IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Friday, July 28, 2006 Mr. HOLDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize the members of the domestic copper industry and to thank them for the tremendous services that they are providing to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, The online version has been corrected to read: COMMENDING THE DOMESTIC COPPER INDUSTRY HON. TIM HOLDEN OF PENNSYLVANIA IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Friday, July 28, 2006 Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize the members of the domestic copper industry and to thank them for the tremendous services that they are providing to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,   
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TRIBUTE TO ARMY SERGEANT 

MARK VECCHIONE OF EASTHAM, 
MA 

HON. WILLIAM D. DELAHUNT 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, a community 
is gathering to remember a young man who 
died far away from his home of Eastham on 
Cape Cod, in a place made infamous through 
the fury of war. Today, he returns to the place 
of his youth, to be mourned and to rest forever 
where peace holds its gentle sway. 

Army Sergeant Mark Vecchione was the 
typical, all-American kid who had a fear of spi-
ders, but confessed his greatest weakness 
was seeing a little kid upset. He went to Iraq, 
not as part of a conquering Army, but to help 
establish that fundamental human value that 
all people everywhere—especially children— 
should never have to live in fear. 

As the Bible tells us, ‘‘Blessed is the peace-
maker; for they shall be called the children of 
God. Blessed are those who mourn; for they 
shall be comforted.’’ SGT Vecchione was a 
soldier determined to bring peace to a war- 
torn land. Now he is in a place to join with 
Him to bring some comfort to those who gath-
er to mourn his passing. 

I ask that all of my colleagues in the House 
take a moment to read the following com-
mentary that recently appeared in the Cape 
Cod Times about this young man. 

[From the Cape Cod Times] 
FIRST CAPE SOLDIER KILLED IN IRAQ 
(By Robin Lord and Jason Kolnos) 

Cynthia DesLauriers and her daughter, 
Lori Vecchione, were sitting on their deck in 
the evening breeze Tuesday when a govern-
ment car pulled up to the house. At first, 
DesLauriers, who is a front desk clerk at the 
Eastham Post Office, thought it was some-
one from the U.S. Postal Service. But, when 
men in military uniforms stepped out, 
DesLauriers knew her worst fears had been 
realized. 

‘‘They didn’t even have to say anything. I 
just said, ‘No, no, no, it’s not happening,’ ’’ 
she said yesterday, a little more than 12 
hours after she learned her only son and 
youngest child, Mark Vecchione, 25, had been 
killed in Iraq. 

The Army sergeant, who had written on his 
personal myspace.com Web page that ‘‘get-
ting home alive’’ was his No. 1 goal this 
year, died Tuesday somewhere in Iraq. 

He was killed when the tank he was riding 
in ran over an ‘‘improvised explosive device’’ 
or IED. As the head gunner in the tank, he 
may have been riding halfway out of the ve-
hicle when it was hit, according to what an 
Army official told his mother, The Army of-
ficial did not reveal the exact location of his 
death or his body to DesLauriers, or any 
other details surrounding his death, pending 
an investigation and report, she said. 

Vecchione died exactly two weeks after he 
had returned to Iraq from a short leave with 
his family in Eastham. 

He was on his second tour of duty in Iraq, 
which was due to end in six months. 

Although Vecchione moved to Tucson, 
Ariz., when he was a junior in high school to 
live with his now deceased father, Guy 
Vecchione, he is the first person who was 
born and raised on Cape Cod to die in the war 
that began more than three years ago. 

‘‘If you were going to go to war, you’d 
want to go with him,’’ said Al Cestaro, a re-

tired sergeant in the Army’s 501st Airborne 
Division, who has known Vecchione since 
kindergarten in Eastham. 

Cestaro called his friend ‘‘selfless and 
kind.’’ As an Army sergeant, he said 
Vecchione had ‘‘an undying dedication to his 
soldiers.’’ 

Vecchione was honored to be serving his 
country, Cestaro said. 

‘‘We all knew as soldiers the price of free-
dom is you have to see your friends die, or 
you die. But he didn’t want to die any other 
way than knowing he was protecting his 
family.’’ 

When Vecchione re-enlisted after his first 
tour of duty, Cestaro said he asked him why 
he wanted to go back to the dangers and the 
horrors of war. He said Vecchione told him 
he didn’t want to let his comrades down. 

There are about 132,000 U.S. troops serving 
in Iraq. As of 10 a.m. yesterday, 2,554 soldiers 
have been killed and about 19,000 injured. 

Another friend from childhood, Vicki 
Fulcher of South Yarmouth, called the Army 
Vecchione’s ‘‘passion.’’ Both Cestaro and 
Fulcher partied with Vecchione when he was 
home earlier this month, stopping at one of 
his favorite places, the Land Ho in Orleans, 
and enjoying cookouts. 

To his sister, Lori, Vecchione was her best 
friend. He was ‘‘very brave, smart, with a 
heart of gold and nerves of steel,’’ she said. 
And he was also a hero to her five-year-old 
son, Sebastian. 

To his mother, he was ‘‘just my little boy 
who was always watching out for us.’’ 

With tears welling in her eyes frequently 
and her face etched with the numbness and 
weariness that only sudden grief can bring, 
DesLauriers said her son was ‘‘very proud’’ 
to be serving in Iraq, but ‘‘was afraid at 
times’’ of the dangers. 

A glance at Vecchione’s myspace.com Web 
page reveals a man with a deep love for his 
family, especially his nephew Sebastian. He 
called his late father, who died last year, his 
hero. 

He listed spiders as his greatest fear, but 
posted several pictures of himself holding a 
5-foot machine gun in lraq. 

And he joked that the club he belonged to 
while attending Sahuaro High School in Tuc-
son was the ‘‘Reserved Seat In the Prin-
cipal’s Office Club.’’ He regrets most not 
doing a better job while in school. A Catholic 
man who wanted to be a pilot when he grew 
up, he said his greatest weakness was ‘‘see-
ing little kids upset.’’ 

When Vecchione left the Cape to live with 
his father in Tuscon, he befriended Travis 
Wilson and his sister Bambi Anaya. 

‘‘He was the kind of person you could talk 
to about anything,’’ said Anaya, 27, reached 
at her Arizona home yesterday. ‘‘He was that 
spot of sunshine in all of our lives.’’ 

Wilson, 26, an Army sergeant currently 
stationed in Fort Knox, Ky., called 
Vecchione ‘‘the greatest human being I have 
ever met and I’m honored to have had my 
life touched by him.’’ 

It was in July of 2001 when Vecchione, Wil-
son and another friend all decided to join the 
Army. Wilson said in addition to seeing it as 
a way to help his country, Vecchione saw the 
military as an avenue for personal growth 
before someday going to college. 

At the Eastham Post Office on Route 6 yes-
terday morning, patrons were halted in their 
tracks at the door, where acting Postmaster 
Donald Rogers had posted a notice of 
Vecchione’s death. 

‘‘It’s a small community where everybody 
knows everybody,’’ he said. 

Recent photos of Vecchione in his uniform 
and with Sebastian are tacked up on the wall 
at the desk, as well as on the computer his 
mother uses. Customers often asked 
DesLauriers how he was doing, said postal 
clerk Mark Godfrey. 

‘‘I got the impression she got a lot of com-
fort from that,’’ he said. 

In addition to his mother, sister and neph-
ew, Vecchione is survived by an uncle, Don-
ald Vecchione of East Orleans; an aunt and 
uncle, Brenda and Jeff Vecchione of 
Eastham; and a cousin. Tye Vecchione of 
Chatham, Services will be held at a later 
date. 

f 

HONORING RONNIE BARRETT FOR 
BEING NAMED A 2006 ENTRE-
PRENEUR OF THE YEAR 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Ronnie Barrett for being named a 
2006 Ernst and Young Entrepreneur of the 
Year. Ronnie is a friend and a resident of my 
hometown of Murfreesboro, Tennessee. He is 
the president and founder of Barrett Firearms 
and with this award, he is now eligible for the 
title of National Entrepreneur of the Year at 
the annual awards held in November. 

Entrepreneurship is nothing new to Ronnie. 
Twenty-five years ago, he was a professional 
photographer with his own business and an 
idea of how to build a better rifle. Using engi-
neering skills he taught himself, he labored in 
his garage workshop and by 1987, he held a 
patent for his invention, .50 caliber rifle that 
could be shoulder-fired. 

Since then, Ronnie has become the premier 
manufacturer of .50 caliber rifles. In 1989, 
Sweden became the first country to sign a 
military contract for his rifles, and more than 
50 other countries have done the same. 
Today, his customers range from sportsmen to 
the U.S. military. In fact, the U.S. Army last 
year named his M107 rifle as one of the ‘‘Ten 
Greatest Inventions.’’ 

I wish Ronnie all the best at the national 
awards, and I wish him many more years of 
success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SESQUICENTEN-
NIAL OF THE FIRST CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH OF MUIR (MICHIGAN) 

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
offer recognition of the 150th anniversary of 
the First Christian Church of Muir, Michigan. It 
is located in Ionia County, part of the Third 
Congressional District of Michigan, which I 
represent. The church will celebrate its sesqui-
centennial on September 7, 2006. 

The First Christian Church of Muir is part of 
the Michigan Region of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and has great historical 
significance within that denomination. The 
church was formed in 1856 at about the same 
time the village of Muir was organized. Some 
members of the community called upon a 
friend, the Rev. Isaac Errett of Ohio, to come 
to Michigan to establish a church. 

The church held its first meeting on a cold, 
mid-winter morning, when parishoners gath-
ered at the edge of the Grand River with tem-
peratures that reached 31 degrees below 
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zero. They had to break through the river’s ice 
in order to get water to perform baptismal 
rites—certainly not a baptism by fire, I must 
say! The church became known as the ‘‘Moth-
er Church of the World,’’ as it was the denomi-
nation’s first church in the Grand River Valley 
and became the parent church of offshoots in 
Ionia, Owosso, Detroit, North Plains and 
Woodard Lake, as well as financing other Dis-
ciple churches in Tennessee, Kansas and Mis-
souri. 

In 1861, the church building was completed, 
and Rev. Errett’s longtime friend and fellow 
Disciple of Christ James A. Garfield, soon to 
become a member of this House and later to 
be the 20th President of the United States, 
traveled to Muir to dedicate the building. An 
elder and minister in the Disciples of Christ, 
Garfield had visited the church and preached 
there several times. Garfield was not the only 
House member and future president to visit 
the church, as then-Congressman Gerald R. 
Ford was on hand in 1956 to participate in the 
church’s centennial celebration. 

The First Christian Church of Muir, originally 
constructed at a cost of $3,215 with boards 
cut at local saw mills, today rests on its origi-
nal foundation and displays several stained- 
glass memorial windows, with the main win-
dow as a memorial to Rev. Isaac Errett. The 
church’s bell, which was cast in England and 
hangs in the church’s belfry, still is rung to an-
nounce services each Sunday, and also rings 
out on special occasions. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and our colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the First Christian 
Church of Muir on its 150th anniversary and 
send well wishes to Rev. W. Gregory Gladding 
and the church’s congregation as they cele-
brate their sesquicentennial on September 7, 
2006. 

f 

WAIVING POINTS OF ORDER 
AGAINST CONFERENCE REPORT 
ON S. 250, CARL D. PERKINS CA-
REER AND TECHNICAL EDU-
CATION IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 
2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN F. TIERNEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2006 

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the conference report for the Per-
kins vocational education program. 

I am pleased to see that Tech Prep was 
maintained as a separate authorization from 
the state grants program. 

Tech Prep is a program of study which be-
gins in high school, continues at a postsec-
ondary institution and culminates in an asso-
ciate degree, two-year certificate, apprentice-
ship, or further postsecondary study in a ca-
reer and technical field. 

Tech Prep in my home state of Massachu-
setts serves 12,865 secondary school stu-
dents and 3,450 post-secondary students. 
One hundred and forty secondary schools, 45 
post-secondary institutions and 180 business 
and industry members partner together to help 
provide a smooth transition from secondary 
school to post-secondary education. 

These are not idle statistics but real stu-
dents who may transition into high-skill, high- 

wage technical fields for which there is an es-
calating labor market demand. These aca-
demically and technically prepared graduates 
of Tech Prep programs are critical to the eco-
nomic growth, productivity and internal com-
petitiveness of the United States. 

Regrettably, the House bill eliminated the 
separate funding stream for Tech Prep pro-
grams and merged the funding into the Basic 
State Grant. Such a move could have led to 
a loss of federal funding for—and reduction of 
congressional focus on—this important pro-
gram. 

My democratic colleague RON KIND and I 
sought to restore and retain the integrity of 
Tech Prep because we—and a number of 
concerned education groups—feared that the 
language in the House version would have led 
to a loss of funds for Perkins overall and could 
have impacted existing Tech Prep partner-
ships and innovation in career and technical 
education. 

I am pleased that the conference report re-
jects the House bill’s position and maintains 
Tech Prep as a separate title in the law. 

I am also pleased that the Congress has 
stood up to the Administration and soundly re-
jected the President’s proposal to eliminate 
vocational education. 

I would like to thank Chairman MCKEON, 
Ranking Member MILLER, as well as Senator 
ENZI and Senator KENNEDY for their coopera-
tive work on this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a good bill before us 
today. I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting its passage. 

f 

HONORING ERLENE HIMES 

HON. RON LEWIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a remarkable individual 
from my congressional district. Erlene Himes, 
a longtime educator and librarian, recently an-
nounced her retirement as director of the Mar-
ion County Public Library. Mrs. Himes has dis-
tinguished herself as a selfless leader through-
out her many years of service to the commu-
nities of Marion County and Taylor County, 
Kentucky. 

A native of North Carolina, Mrs. Himes 
came to Kentucky in the early 1960s to pursue 
a bachelors degree in elementary education at 
Campbellsville College. Upon completion of 
her studies, Mrs. Himes taught for 2 years at 
the Taylor County elementary school. This 
was followed by 2 years working in the Camp-
bellsville College library. Soon thereafter, she 
earned a masters degree in library science 
from Western Kentucky University and began 
her 28-year career with the Marion County 
Board of Education. During these years Mrs. 
Himes worked at Calvary, Raywick, 
Bradfordsville, Glasscock Elementary and 
Marion County High School libraries, leaving a 
special mark at each school. 

While she was librarian at the Marion Coun-
ty High School, Mrs. Himes worked the con-
cession stand at sports events in a successful 
effort to raise money to purchase the first 
computers for the library. She would later 
complete the ambitious task of cataloguing the 
entire high school circulation on computer. 

Erlene Himes retired from the Marion Coun-
ty Schools in 1996, refocusing her generous 
spirit on volunteer projects at the Campbells-
ville College Bookstore and the Taylor County 
Food Pantry. She was called back to duty in 
early 2001, becoming director of the Marion 
County Public Library. Under Mrs. Himes lead-
ership, the library’s patronage increased sig-
nificantly, Friends of the Library were revived, 
and the library has been the recipient of three 
awards from the Kentucky Department of Li-
braries. 

On behalf of the countless men and women 
who have benefited from her generosity and 
vision, I would like to express my profound ap-
preciation to Erlene for her years of service 
and wish her a very happy and healthy retire-
ment. 

It is my great privilege to recognize Erlene 
Himes today, before the entire U.S. House of 
Representatives, for her exemplary citizenship 
and community engagement. Her efforts, past 
and present, make her an outstanding Amer-
ican, worthy of our collective respect and 
honor. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SPC. RAYMOND 
SALERNO III OF LAND O’LAKES, 
FLORIDA 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor an American 
soldier who gave his life in service to our Na-
tion. 

Army Specialist Raymond Salerno III of 
Land O’Lakes, Florida recently passed away 
following an extensive battle to recover from 
wounds sustained during operations in Iraq. 
Specialist Salerno was 27 years old, and 
leaves behind a fiancee, a 7-month-old son, 
and a grieving family. 

While on patrol in Iraq in October, Specialist 
Salerno’s tank was struck by a roadside 
bomb, sustaining third-degree burns over 
much of his body. While recovering in Fort 
Benning, Georgia, Specialist Salerno had re-
covered enough to perform basic tasks like 
answering telephones. His death came as a 
shock to everyone who knew him. 

A dedicated wrestler, Specialist Salerno 
graduated from Land O’Lakes High School in 
1997. Following his high school career, he 
worked at Response Mail, a direct mail mar-
keting company. Yearning to one day gain a 
college education, Specialist Salerno joined 
the Army. His dream was to potentially go to 
the police academy and earn a pilot’s license. 

Specialist Salerno leaves behind his fiancee 
Nerea Guerrica and their son Nikolas; parents 
Robin and Raymond Salerno; brothers Chris-
topher and Joshua; and sister Camille. 

Mr. Speaker, it is soldiers like Specialist 
Raymond Salerno III who have volunteered to 
protect the freedoms that all Americans hold 
dear. 

While brave men and women like Ray have 
perished in the cause of freedom and liberty, 
his family, friends and loved ones should know 
that this Congress will never forget their sac-
rifice and commitment. 
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WAIVING POINTS OF ORDER 

AGAINST CONFERENCE REPORT 
ON S. 250, CARL D. PERKINS CA-
REER AND TECHNICAL EDU-
CATION IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 
2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUBÉN HINOJOSA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2006 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to support the Conference Report for S. 250, 
legislation to reauthorize the Carl Perkins Vo-
cational and Technical Education Act. This 
conference report is the product of an all too 
rare, bipartisan, good faith effort to pass real 
legislation that makes a difference in our com-
munities across the Nation. This conference 
report also sends an important message to the 
President who has proposed to eliminate fed-
eral career and vocational education pro-
grams: These programs work and we are 
united in our support for them. 

I am particularly pleased that this bill in-
cludes my amendment to encourage schools 
to develop individual graduation and career 
plans for students in career and technical edu-
cation programs. Including graduation and ca-
reer planning as an allowable activity under 
Perkins is one small step in addressing the 
pressing issue of our low graduation rates. 
These plans will help ensure that high school 
students graduate prepared for postsecondary 
education and the workplace. 

Action is urgently needed to improve our 
high school graduation rates. The Manhattan 
Institute, the Harvard Civil Rights Project, and 
the Urban Institute have analyzed the data 
and come to the same conclusion—roughly 30 
percent of all students who should be earning 
high school diplomas aren’t. For African Amer-
ican and Hispanic students that number jumps 
to nearly 50 percent. Furthermore, only a frac-
tion of students leaving our high schools are 
prepared for college. The Manhattan Institute 
found that nationally only 34 percent of stu-
dents left high school prepared to enter a four- 
year college. Only 23 percent of African Amer-
ican students and only 20 percent of Hispanic 
students left high school prepared for college. 
We must mobilize our efforts across all of our 
education programs to turn this situation 
around. This legislation can be an important 
component of what I hope will be a national 
strategy to improve high schools. 

I would also like to commend the House 
and Senate conferees for reaching an agree-
ment to protect the integrity of the Tech Prep 
Program. This program has been tremen-
dously successful in my district and across the 
State of Texas. Tech Prep programs have pro-
vided countless opportunities for our students 
to gain access to a rigorous academic cur-
riculum, cutting edge technology, and college 
credit while still enrolled in high school. 

I congratulate all of the members of the con-
ference committee for their fine work, espe-
cially the committee chairmen and ranking 
members. This is legislation that we can all be 
proud to support. 

TRIBUTE TO BISHOP VICTOR T. 
CURRY: CELEBRATING HIS 15TH 
PASTOR ANNIVERSARY 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to 
one of Miami’s great spiritual and and commu-
nity leaders, Bishop Victor T. Curry. 

I am joined in honoring Bishop Curry by my 
colleagues: JAMES R. LANGEVIN of Rhode Is-
land, ED CASE of Hawaii, DEBBIE WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ of Florida, DIANE E. WATSON of Cali-
fornia, WILLIAM LACY CLAY of Missouri, ARTUR 
DAVIS of Alabama, TIM RYAN of Ohio, JOHN 
BARROW of Georgia, ADAM SMITH of Wash-
ington, MIKE THOMPSON of California, FORTNEY 
H. ‘‘PETE’’ STARK of California, JOSEPH CROW-
LEY of New York, MIKE ROSS of Arkansas, 
STEPHEN F. LYNCH of Massachusetts, CHARLES 
GONZALEZ of New York, STEPHANIE HERSETH 
of South Dakota, JOHN LEWIS of Georgia, 
CHARLIE MELANCON of Louisiana, PATRICK J. 
KENNEDY of Rhode Island, LINCOLN DAVIS of 
Tennessee, G.K. BUTTERFIELD of North Caro-
lina, DAVID SCOTT of Georgia, FRANK PALLONE, 
JR. of New Jersey, ALBERT R. WYNN of Mary-
land, SHELLEY BERKLEY of Nevada, LINDA T. 
SÁNCHEZ of California, STEPHANIE TUBBS 
JONES of Ohio, RUSH HOLT of New Jersey, 
DAVID WU of Oregon, BETTY MCCOLLUM of 
Minnesota, TIM BISHOP of New York, BOBBY 
SCOTT of Virginia, JIM MATHESON of Utah, 
DAVE REICHERT of Washington, JOHN S. TAN-
NER of Tennessee, F. ALLEN BOYD, JR. of Flor-
ida, LORETTA SANCHEZ of California, RAHM 
EMANUEL of Illinois, JOHN M. SPRATT of South 
Carolina, HENRY CUELLAR of Texas, HAROLD 
FORD, JR. of Tennessee, CHAKA FATTAH of 
Pennsylvania, GWEN S. MOORE of Wisconsin, 
LEONARD L. BOSWELL of Iowa, RAUL M. 
GRIJALVA of Arizona, DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN 
of the U.S. Virgin Islands, EDDIE BERNICE 
JOHNSON of Texas, AL GREEN of Texas, MI-
CHAEL CAPUANO of Massachusetts, JOHN T. 
SALAZAR of Colorado, BOB ETHERIDGE of North 
Carolina, JULIA CARSON of Indiana, JIM COO-
PER of Tennessee, CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK of 
Michigan, C.A. ‘‘DUTCH’’ RUPPERSBERGER of 
Maryland, EMANUEL CLEAVER of Missouri, 
GREGORY W. MEEKS of New York, MICHAEL M. 
HONDA of California, DENNIS J. KUCINICH of 
Ohio, DALE E. KILDEE of Michigan, WILLIAM J. 
JEFFERSON of Louisiana, JAMES CLYBURN of 
South Carolina, ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON of 
the District of Columbia, IKE SKELTON of Mis-
souri, JOSE SERRANO of New York, EDOLPHUS 
TOWNS of New York, ELIJAH CUMMINGS of 
Maryland, MELVIN L. WATT of North Carolina, 
BARNEY FRANK of Massachusetts, CHET ED-
WARDS of Texas, SANDER M. LEVIN of Michi-
gan, MARION BERRY of Arkansas, NICK J. RA-
HALL of West Virginia, MAJOR R. OWENS of 
New York, GENE TAYLOR of Mississippi, JOHN 
D. DINGELL of Michigan, CAROLYN MALONEY of 
New York, GENE GREEN of Texas, MAXINE WA-
TERS of California, BART STUPAK of Michigan, 
ALCEE L. HASTINGS of Florida, LUIS V. GUTIER-
REZ of Illinois, JESSE JACKSON, JR. of Illinois, 
JOHN CONYERS, JR. of Michigan, SANFORD 
BISHOP, JR. of Georgia, BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
of Mississippi, SILVESTRE REYES of Texas, 
SHEILA JACKSON-LEE of Texas, CORRINE 
BROWN of Florida, WILLIAM DELAHUNT of Mas-

sachusetts, RUBEN HINOJOSA of Texas, BILL 
PASCRELL, JR. of New Jersey, and SOLOMON 
P. ORTIZ of Texas. 

On May 21st, Bishop Curry celebrated his 
15th pastoral anniversary, and I want to echo 
the same sentiments of joy and gratitude that 
the 15,000 members of the New Birth Baptist 
Church in Miami on this happy occasion. 

Bishop Curry’s ministerial journey truly rep-
resents the best and the noblest of our com-
munity. As bishop, senior pastor, and teacher 
of New Birth Baptist Church, he is leading his 
congregation and has tirelessly worked to en-
lighten our community on the path to spiritual 
wisdom, social responsibility and good govern-
ment. 

I want to acknowledge the tremendous work 
he is doing in guiding not only the members 
of New Birth Baptist Church, but also the en-
tire family of the ‘‘The Cathedral of Faith Inter-
national.’’ 

His motto—‘‘From Vision to Victory’’—has 
impacted the lives of countless people, as 
Bishop Curry has carried forth his message of 
hope in person, in newspapers, on television, 
and on radio. He has demonstrated, both by 
word and by example, his unconditional love 
for and commitment to our children, the elder-
ly, the poor, the disenfranchised, and those 
less fortunate among us. 

I therefore join with my colleagues, the con-
gregation of the New Birth Baptist Church and 
our entire community in honoring Bishop Curry 
on his 15th pastoral anniversary and in wish-
ing him many more in the years to come. 

f 

HONORING EDDIE WELLS 

HON. RON LEWIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to an exemplary public 
servant and citizen from my congressional dis-
trict. Eddie Wells, a ranger at Mammoth Cave 
National Park, recently received the Harry 
Yount Award, naming him the best ranger in 
the Southeastern Region of the National Park 
Service. The peer-nominated award recog-
nizes and honors outstanding rangers who ex-
emplify the highest standards of performance. 

Mammoth Cave’s Superintendent and fellow 
rangers cite Wells effective leadership skills, 
adaptability to change, and strong work ethic 
as requisites for his nomination. Ranger Wells’ 
colleagues particularly emphasized his unique 
ability to communicate with a wide range of 
people, informing and educating park visitors 
and fellow employees on issues concerning 
emergency medical care, park regulations, 
and Mammoth Cave’s history. 

In addition to his duties as ranger, Eddie 
Wells leads a field training program at Mam-
moth Cave for graduates of the federal law 
enforcement center. He commits himself each 
session to coordinate the program in a way 
that each ranger can receive maxim benefit 
from the training. He is also a valuable and 
well-respected student mentor at the Great 
Onyx Job Corps Center. 

Eddie Wells’ service continues to signifi-
cantly enhance park operations and commu-
nity relations at Mammoth Cave. His vast 
knowledge, work ethic, and attention to detail 
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exemplify true professionalism, a standard ap-
preciated by his colleagues and members of 
the public. 

It is my great privilege to recognize Eddie 
Wells today, before the entire U.S. House of 
Representatives, for his leadership and serv-
ice. His unique achievements and dedication 
to the National Park Service mission make 
him an outstanding American worthy of our 
collective honor and appreciation. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 233–NORTH-
ERN CALIFORNIA COASTAL WILD 
HERITAGE WILDERNESS ACT 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
this bill, HR 233, the Northern California 
Coastal Wild Heritage Wilderness Act is the 
product of over five years of town hall meet-
ings, field tours and open debates both in the 
House, the Senate and in city halls and county 
board chambers throughout the north coast of 
California. The bill that we have before us 
today is carefully crafted to address the con-
cerns of the communities affected by this 
measure, every acre of which is entirely within 
my congressional district. I have personally in-
vested many hours in the formation of this bill. 
I have hiked, fished, hunted and taken aerial 
tours of the areas in this legislation. I have 
also held public hearings with stakeholder 
groups representing timber, hunting and fish-
ing, conservation, government, offroad vehi-
cles, mountain bikes, business and farming. 
The process which has taken over five years, 
was exhaustive and inclusive. 

This legislation would expand wilderness 
protection on public lands by approximately 
273,000 acres entirely within California’s 1st 
Congressional District. The legislation includes 
adding wilderness protection to the King 
Range of Humboldt and Mendocino counties. 
The Bush administration testified in both the 
Senate and House that the addition of the 
King Range would be the ‘‘crown jewel’’ of our 
national wilderness system. The legislation is 
not only important for the protection of some 
of my district’s most treasured lands, it also 
enhances protection of the federally threat-
ened and endangered salmon and trout and 
helps ensure a source of clean, reliable water 
for California’s future. 

With respect to this wilderness legislation, 
the two most contentious issues for the con-
stituents of California’s 1st Congressional Dis-
trict were our ability to fight and prevent forest 
fires and the continued access to the pro-
posed wilderness areas. I took extra pre-
cautions to ensure the land managers would 
not lose any of the tools they have today to 
fight fire and their ability to apply pre-suppres-
sion measures to combat fires in HR 233. 

This bill will not close any legal roads to 
anyone who wants to visit these truly spectac-
ular areas. 

I paid particular attention to people who 
enjoy off-road vehicle and mountain bike use, 
and no off-road vehicle trails will be closed in 
this bill. In addition, I worked with the Bureau 
of Land Management to create what many ex-
pect to be a world-class mountain biking trail 
system just outside of the King Range wilder-

ness area. Chairman POMBO and I also 
worked to provide additional protections to 
Cow Mountain in Lake and Mendocino Coun-
ties to protect or maintain existing mountain 
bike and off-road vehicle trails. 

Impacts on the once strong logging industry 
in Northern California were also taken into 
consideration in this bill and there are no tim-
ber sales under consideration for any of the 
public lands in this legislation. 

This bill will protect Northern California’s 
most spectacular public lands. Specifically, 
this wilderness bill will protect the following 
areas. 

SEC. 3 (1) SNOW MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS 
ADDITION 

Location: Approximately three miles east 
of Pillsbury Reservoir in Lake County. 

Size: 23,706 acres 
Highlights: Ten miles of the scenic Eel 

River canyon, Bloody Rock, and The Bloody 
Rock and Cold Creek Trails. 

Description: The Snow Mountain Wilder-
ness additions are composed of the lower ele-
vation ancient forests, grasslands, chaparral 
and oak woodlands lying at the foot of the 
already designated Snow Mountain Wilder-
ness. The California Department of Fish and 
Game considers these oak woodlands and 
grasslands important for the survival of 
local deer herds through the winter months 
when high-elevation areas are covered in 
snow. The additions contain a 10–mile 
stretch of the Eel River canyon which hosts 
bald eagle, osprey and trout. Forests of black 
oak, Douglas fir, ponderosa pine, live oak 
and incense cedar provide important habitat 
for marten, goshawk and northern spotted 
owl. Bloody Rock, an enormous prominence 
that rises steeply above the Eel River, was 
the site of a battle between the Yuki Tribe 
and settlers in the Nineteenth Century. Trail 
9W45 and the Bloody Rock, Cold Creek and 
Summit Springs trails traverse the area. 

SEC. 3 (2) SANHEDRIN WILDERNESS 
Location: In Mendocino and Lake counties, 

approximately 15 miles east of Willits. 
Size: 10,571 acres in Lake and Mendocino 

Counties. 
Highlights: Views in all directions, includ-

ing the Pacific Ocean, the Bay Area and 
Mount Shasta. 

Description: The Sanhedrin Wilderness 
contains extensive old-growth forest, mead-
ows, oak woodlands, chaparral and ‘‘serpen-
tine barrens,’’ places where the nutrient poor 
bluegreen soil is so inhospitable to many 
plants that only specially adapted species 
can survive. As a result, Sanhedrin Mountain 
provides habitat for at least five rare and 
unique plant species, including the Anthony 
Peak lupine that grows only in the 
Mendocino National Forest and nowhere else 
in the world. On a clear day, visitors to the 
area can see the Pacific Ocean, the Bay Area 
and even Mount Shasta hundreds of miles 
away. 

SEC. 3 (3) YUKI WILDERNESS 
Location: Mendocino and Lake counties, 

approximately five air-miles southeast of 
Round Valley and the community of Covelo. 

Size: 53,887 acres in Lake and Mendocino 
Counties. 

Highlights: The Middle Fork Eel supports 
between one-third and one-half of Califor-
nia’s entire remaining summer-run steelhead 
trout population. 

Description: The Yuki Wilderness forests 
consist of ponderosa pine, Douglas fir, Shas-
ta red fir, white fir and incense cedar. The 
Yuki region also hosts seven species of oak. 
Populations of eleven rare plants have been 
identified in the area. Several rare animals 
also call the area home, including the bald 

eagle, marten, goshawk, northern spotted 
owl and prairie falcon. Elk and Thatcher 
creeks and the Wild and Scenic Middle Fork 
Eel River host populations of salmon and 
steelhead trout. The Middle Fork Eel sup-
ports between one-third and one-half of Cali-
fornia’s entire remaining summer-run 
steelhead trout population. Wildflower dis-
plays are extensive. Whitewater boaters use 
the Middle Fork Eel River and hunting is an-
other common activity. Trails include 11W15, 
10W27 and Horse Pasture Ridge. 

SEC. 3 (4) YOLLA BOLLY-MIDDLE EEL 
WILDERNESS ADDITION 

Location: Approximately 10 miles north-
east of Covelo and Round Valley in 
Mendocino County. 

Overall size: 27,036 acres. 
Highlights: The Middle Fork Eel River 

hosts between 30–50 percent of the state’s 
summer-run steelhead trout population, the 
Travelers Home National Recreation, Hell 
Hole, Leech Lake and Smokehouse trails. 

Description: The YolIa Bolly-Middle Eel 
Wilderness additions are dominated by old- 
growth forests, meadows, oak woodlands and 
the deep canyon of the Middle Fork Eel 
River. HowelIia, an aquatic plant once 
thought extinct in California, was discovered 
here by botanists in the 1990s. The Wild and 
Scenic Middle Fork Eel River hosts up to 
one-half of California’s entire remaining 
summer-run steelhead trout population. The 
Smokehouse, Travelers Home National 
Recreation, Hell Hole and Leech Lake trails 
traverse the area. 

SEC. 3 (5) SISKIYOU WILDERNESS ADDITION 
Location: 22 miles west of Crescent City in 

Humboldt and Del Norte counties. 
Size: 30,122 acres in Del Norte and Hum-

boldt Counties. 
Highlights: An area noted for its botanical 

diversity and salmon and steelhead water-
sheds. 

Description: The Siskiyou Wilderness Ad-
ditions are among California’s most remote 
lands. Unusual soils, great rises and drops in 
elevation, and ample annual rainfall all com-
bine to offer refuge for an immense diversity 
of plants and animals in the proposed addi-
tions. Ancient forests consist of 14 species of 
conifers, the second greatest conifer diver-
sity in the world. Salmon and steelhead 
trout use the region’s many streams, espe-
cially Blue Creek. Eighteen rare plants have 
been identified in the area by the Forest 
Service. Other species include northern spot-
ted owl, fisher, mink, bald eagle, Roosevelt 
elk and goshawk. The proposed additions 
contain the popular Forks of Blue and 
Gunbarrel trails. 

SEC. 3 (6) MOUNT LASSIE WILDERNESS 
Location: Approximately 20 miles north-

east of Garberville eight miles west of Ruth 
Reservoir in Humboldt and Trinity counties. 

Size: 7,279 acres. 
Highlights: Scenic views of the Coast 

Range and a noted haven for rare and un-
usual plant species. 

Description: The Mount Lassic Wilderness 
contains unique rock formations such as 
Mount Lassic and Red Lassic that are visible 
from as far away as the King Range to the 
west and the Yolla Bolly-Middle Eel Wilder-
ness to the south. Unusual soils host six rare 
plant species that have been identified in the 
region. Other species include northern spot-
ted owl, blue grouse, marten, fisher and gos-
hawk. Old-growth forests of Douglas fir, in-
cense cedar, and Jeffrey pine cover much of 
the area. Trail 5E33 climbs Mount Lassic and 
then drops to the Van Duzen River to the 
west. 

SEC. 3 (7) TRINITY ALPS WILDERNESS ADDITION 
Location: In Humboldt County on the 

western edge of the existing Trinity Alps 
Wilderness. 
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Size: 22,863 acres. 
Highlights: Salmon and steelhead streams, 

and Native American cultural use and Exten-
sive trail system. 

Description: The Trinity Alps Wilderness 
additions are composed of rugged, heavily 
forested mid- to low-elevation country adja-
cent to the highlands of the existing Trinity 
Alps Wilderness. Horse Linto and Red Cap 
creeks provide cold, clear water for steelhead 
trout and coho and Chinook salmon popu-
lations. These wilderness additions are a ref-
uge for unique and endangered species, in-
cluding nine rare plants. The Horse Linto 
unit is used by local Native Americans for 
cultural purposes. Trails include 6E20, 6E31, 
6E 18, 6E15, 6E35, 6E74, 6E08 and Salmon 
Summit. 

SEC. 3 (8) CACHE CREEK WILDERNESS. 
Location: In Lake County, east of Clear 

Lake and south of Highway 20 and Highway 
16. 

Size: 27,245 acres. 
Highlights: The second largest wintering 

bald eagle population in California, A herd of 
rare tule elk (the world’s smallest elk) and 
Cache Creek is popular with whitewater 
boaters for its rapids and scenery. 

Description: The Cache Creek Wilderness 
has canyons and ridges lined with oak wood-
lands, grasslands, chaparral, streamside for-
est and groves of gray pine. The region hosts 
the second largest wintering bald eagle popu-
lation in California, a herd of tule elk (the 
world’s smallest species of elk), black bear, 
beaver, river otter, bobcat, mountain lion, 
prairie falcon, golden eagle and other spe-
cies. The area contains noted Native Amer-
ican cultural sites and it is well known for 
its spring wildflower displays. Whitewater 
boaters enjoy floating the ‘‘Wilderness Run’’ 
from the North Fork Cache Creek to High-
way 16 because of its scenery, rapids and sol-
itude. The Judge Davis, Redbud and Perkins 
Creek Ridge trails access the area. 

SEC. 3 (9) CEDAR ROUGHS WILDERNESS 
Location: West of Berryessa Reservoir in 

Napa County. 
Size: 6,350 acres 
Highlights: Shelters the largest grove in 

the world of the rare Sargent cypress and 
Shelters an important black bear breeding 
area. 

Description: The Cedar Roughs Wilderness 
is a large mound of ‘‘serpentine’’ soil five 
miles in length. The area contains the 
world’s largest grove of the rare Sargent cy-
press, which convinced pioneers to erro-
neously call the area ‘‘Cedar’’ Roughs. The 
wilderness is known to be an important 
black bear breeding area. The Cedar Roughs 
wilderness is accessed by a single rugged, 
nameless trail, but most of it is trackless. 

SEC. 3 (10) SOUTH FORK EEL WILDERNESS 
Location: In northern Mendocino County 

northwest of Laytonville and east of 
Leggett. 

Overall size: 12,915 acres. 
Highlights: Rare plant populations and 

Gives rise to scientifically-important Elder 
Creek 

Description: Rare animals in the South 
Fork Eel Wilderness include goshawk and 
northern spotted owl. The Red Mountain 
portion of the South Fork Eel Wilderness 
contains the planet’s entire known popu-
lations of Kellogg’s buckwheat, Red Moun-
tain stonecrop and Red Mountain catchfly 
along with other rare species. Unusual soils 
have created ‘‘dwarf forests’’ on top of Red 
Mountain. Streams in the area host coho 
salmon, Chinook salmon and steelhead trout. 
Elder Creek originates in the proposed wil-
derness and then flows west into a Univer-
sity of California natural reserve. There, 
Elder Creek is the subject of numerous eco-

logical and geologic studies. The Cahto Peak 
Trail accesses a portion of the area. 

SEC. 3 (11) KING RANGE WILDERNESS 
Location: In southwestern Humboldt and 

northwestern Mendocino counties, approxi-
mately 18 miles west of Garberville. 

Size: 42,585 acres in Humboldt and 
Mendocino Counties. 

Size of individual units: Chemise Moun-
tain—4,142 acres King Range—38,443 acres 

Highlights: The longest stretch of undevel-
oped coastline in the continental United 
States and Numerous hiking and equestrian 
trails. The Bush administration testified 
that this area would become the ‘‘crown 
jewel,’’ of the national wilderness system. 

Description: The King Range is the longest 
stretch of undeveloped coastline in the con-
tinental United States. It has beaches, 
peaks, vistas, dunes, coastal ancient forests 
of Douglas fir, madrone, incense cedar, and 
tan oak. Species of note include California 
brown pelican, steelhead trout, coho salmon, 
bald eagle, peregrine falcon, northern spot-
ted owl, and Roosevelt elk. The Lost Coast 
Trail traverses the entire length of the 
area’s beaches and coastal bluffs. Other 
paths include the Cooskie Creek, Cooskie 
Spur, Spanish Ridge, Kinsey Ridge, Miller 
Loop, King Crest, Rattlesnake Ridge, Light-
ning, Horse Mountain Creek, Chinquapin and 
Buck Creek trails. 
SEC. 6 ELKHORN RIDGE POTENTIAL WILDERNESS 

AREA 
Location: In northern Mendocino County 

northwest of Laytonville. 
Size: 11,271 acres. 
Highlights: Small groves of old-growth red-

woods, the South Fork Eel hosts the last re-
maining non-hatchery ‘‘long-run’’ coho salm-
on population in California, and whitewater 
rafting and kayaking. 

Description: The Elkhorn Ridge Potential 
Wilderness Area is bisected by the Wild and 
Scenic South Fork Eel River. The South 
Fork Eel hosts populations of Chinook salm-
on and steelhead trout, as well as the last re-
maining non-hatchery: ‘‘long-run’’ coho 
salmon population in California. The river 
flows through a rugged canyon surrounded 
by slops forested with hardwoods, fir and an 
occasional old-growth redwood. The South 
Fork Eel’s waters are a rich food source for 
osprey, bald eagle, otter and other creatures 
and provide challenging whitewater recre-
ation for experienced boaters. The Elkhorn 
Ridge Potential Wilderness contains no es-
tablished trails. The majority of the area is 
made up of undisturbed ancient forest and 
chaparral habitat, but a portion was logged 
when it was under private ownership. HR 233 
directs the Bureau of Land Management to 
restore the parts of Elkhorn Ridge that were 
cut prior to its designation as wilderness. 

SEC. 7 WILD AND SCENIC RIVER DESIGNATION— 
BLACK BUTTE RIVER, CALIFORNIA 

Location: Mendocino County east of Round 
Valley and the community of Covelo. 

Size: 21 miles. 
Highlights: Provides some of the best habi-

tat for endangered Chinook salmon and win-
ter-run steelhead trout in the entire Middle 
Fork Eel River drainage. 

Description: The Black Butte River and its 
tributary Cold Creek drain into the Wild and 
Scenic Middle Fork Eel River just east of the 
town of Covelo. The watershed is extremely 
rugged, and most of the slopes above the 
river are steep and landslide-prone, though 
they are still mostly forested with groves of 
oaks and conifers. The upper reaches of the 
river and Cold Creek provide some of the 
best habitat for endangered Chinook salmon 
and winter-run steelhead trout in the entire 
Middle Fork Eel River drainage. The water-
shed has a long history of human habitation 

first by the Yuki Tribe, then by Euro-Amer-
ican explorers and settlers. The Forest Serv-
ice describes the watershed as containing 
‘‘outstandingly remarkable fisheries and 
heritage resources values.’’ 
SEC. 10 CONTINUATION OF TRADITIONAL COMMER-

CIAL SURF FISHING, REDWOOD NATIONAL AND 
STATE PARKS 
In addition, I would like to take this op-

portunity to clarify my intent with Section 
10. Section 10, which deals with commercial 
fishing permits in Redwood National and 
State Parks in California, directs the Sec-
retary of the Interior to issue permits for au-
thorized vehicle access for commercial surf 
fishing at designated beaches within both 
the National and State Parks. The section 
provides that the number of permits shall be 
limited to the number of valid permits that 
are held on the date of enactment of this 
Act, and that the permits ‘‘so issued shall be 
perpetual and subject to the same conditions 
as the permits held on the date of enactment 
of this Act.’’ 

I want to clarify that this language should 
not be construed as creating a right vesting 
in the permit holder, which would be con-
trary to the way permits are issued through-
out the National Park System. The intent of 
this language is simply to ensure that the 
National Park Service does not reduce the 
number of permits issued below the current 
level of valid permits, assuming there is suf-
ficient demand for the remaining permits. 
Furthermore, there is no intent for the re-
quirements of Section 10 to be construed as 
an implied waiver of applicable laws, includ-
ing the National Park Service Organic Act 
and the Endangered Species Act, but rather 
a directive to the Park Service to dis-
continue its plan to completely phase out 
these permits. The language in Section 10 
does not create a property right and the sole 
purpose of the language is to limit the num-
ber of permits to the number of valid permits 
in existence as of the date of enactment of 
H.R. 233. 

In addition, the language in Section 10 re-
quires the Secretary of the Interior to issue 
permits allowing for authorized vehicle ac-
cess to designated beaches, including Gold 
Bluff Beach, within Prairie Creek Redwoods 
State Park, which is located within the 
broader national park boundary. However, 
nothing in this section is intended to over-
ride the responsibilities of the State of Cali-
fornia and the management of the state 
park. 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to 
speak on this legislation. HR 233 is a carefully 
crafted bill which takes all industries and con-
stituencies into account. I urge my colleagues 
vote ‘‘aye’’ on this very important bill that will 
protect some of our country’s most spectac-
ular areas. 

f 

HONORING RACHEL SUTTERLEY 

HON. RON LEWIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Rachel Sutterley, a student 
at the Stuart Pepper Middle School in Bran-
denburg, Kentucky, for her recent participation 
and high achievement in the National You Be 
the Chemist Challenge (YBTCC). Rachel took 
second place in the completion, held last 
month at the Chemical Heritage Foundation 
headquarters in Philadelphia. 

The YBTCC competition partners chemical 
companies with local schools to sponsor com-
petitions and provide instructional materials to 
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supplement science and chemistry curriculum. 
The competition is open to 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade students throughout the country. Rachel 
and six other competitors earned the right to 
represent their schools in Philadelphia after 
passing initial qualifying tests and winning 
local competitions. 

The YBTCC competition was divided into 
rounds where each student was asked a se-
ries of multiple choice questions. Rachel made 
it to the final round with a perfect score, an-
swering difficult questions covering general 
chemistry, scientific history, biochemistry, nu-
clear chemistry, physics and math. 

Rachel demonstrated great academic prow-
ess and sportsmanship before a national audi-
ence, representing competitive values that 
make Kentucky proud. 

I ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of 
Representatives to join me in congratulating 
Rachel Sutterley for her achievement and in 
wishing her continued success in her prom-
ising future years. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BILL SELLERS OF 
BROOKSVILLE, FLORIDA 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the accom-
plishments of a distinguished constituent, Bill 
Sellers of Brooksville, Florida. Bill has recently 
been named the 2006 Outstanding 
Agriculturalist of the Year by the Extension 
Professionals Association of Florida. Bill will 
receive the award at the Association’s annual 
banquet this September. 

Growing up on a farm, Bill took a keen inter-
est in agriculture and the land. An avid mem-
ber of the Future Farmers of America, Bill 
went on to study agriculture in college, eventu-
ally helping to manage his mother’s cattle farm 
near Brooksville. Today, Bill earns a living as 
an agricultural mortgage lender. 

In addition to his lifelong passion for agri-
culture, Bill has been involved in giving back 
to the local farming community through his 
service on the area extension board. Bill has 
also played a key role in the partnership be-
tween Hernando County and the University of 
Florida in the area of agriculture and farming. 

One of Bill’s greatest challenges as a pro-
ponent of the farming lifestyle is the reticence 
of today’s youth to enter into an agriculture ca-
reer. With the challenges famers face from 
global competition, the increased use of tech-
nology and unpredictable weather conditions, 
fewer and fewer young people are entering 
the profession. 

Mr. Speaker, men like Bill Sellers provide 
the lifeblood of this great Nation. Tilling the 
land, raising the livestock, and ensuring that 
America’s food needs are met is an honorable 
calling. I commend Bill for his service and con-
gratulate him on being named the Outstanding 
Agriculturalist of the Year. 

BANNING CARBON MONOXIDE IN 
MEAT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, today, I am in-
troducing legislation that would ban the prac-
tice of injecting packages of meat with doses 
of carbon monoxide to give it an artificially 
fresh appearance. The sole purpose of this 
practice is to deceive consumers into pur-
chasing and potentially eating meat that looks 
fresh, but could be spoiled. 

This week, the American Meat Institute an-
nounced the results of two studies claiming 
that carbon monoxide is safe to use in meat 
packages and urged opponents to concede 
their position and end the debate. Indeed, the 
carbon monoxide gas itself may be safe and 
would not cause harm to consumers. How-
ever, when the gas is injected to deceive cus-
tomers into purchasing meat that could be 
months past its freshness date, then there is 
no doubt that it would be harmful to con-
sumers. 

These studies released by AMI are an in-
triguing contribution to the debate. One of 
them was funded by the beef industry. The 
other study was conducted by an AMI ‘‘expert 
consultant’’ who has received numerous 
grants from AMI, and also received an AMI 
scientific achievement award. Therefore, the 
results of these studies should not calm con-
sumer fears and definitely should not cause 
opponents of this practice to end the debate. 

In 2004, the USDA and FDA approved the 
use of carbon monoxide through an informal 
process without a full public comment process 
and without regulations specifying conditions 
of use. As a result, meat labels do not indicate 
whether meat has been treated with carbon 
monoxide—leaving no way for the consumer 
to know whether they are purchasing fresh 
meat. 

Meat producers explain that the carbon 
monoxide process is safe and that it helps cut 
costs that result from discarding meat that has 
begun to turn brown, but still is safe to eat. 
That certainly is an understandable position. 
However, ground beef treated with carbon 
monoxide still could have the appearance of 
being fresh months after its ‘sell-by’ date. 
There also have been instances in the past 
where stores have misrepresented the 
freshness of their food long before the carbon 
monoxide process was introduced. 

Supporters of the carbon monoxide process 
explain that smell is a better indicator of spoil-
age than color and consumers should base 
their purchases on the ‘use or freeze by’ date 
as the best guide. This is true; however, it 
should be noted that this date on meat pack-
ages is not based on any scientific or regu-
latory guidelines, but is determined by the in-
dustry. Also, why should consumers be sub-
jected to the hassle of bringing meat home 
from the grocery store, opening the package 
to determine if it still is fresh, and returning it 
if it is spoiled? 

Canada, Japan, and the European Union al-
ready ban the use of carbon monoxide in 
meat packages. I look forward to working with 
you to also protect American consumers from 
this deceitful practice. During a time when we 
have begun to question the safety of prescrip-

tion drugs, let’s ensure that consumers do not 
have similar concerns about the food they 
buy. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 35TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE JOHN HARLAND 
CO. BOLINGBROOK PLANT 

HON. JUDY BIGGERT 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the John H. Harland Company on 
the 35th anniversary of its production facility in 
Bolingbrook, Illinois. 

In 1971, Harland’s corporate leaders made 
a decision to locate a plant near Chicago. The 
suburbs were booming, and the workforce was 
skilled. Not unlike today, the area had so 
much to offer in terms of its quality of life and 
great business climate. That decision proved 
to be a wise one indeed. This year, the com-
pany celebrates 35 prosperous years in 
Bolingbrook, Illinois. 

Today, I would like to recognize the men 
and women of Harland and celebrate with 
them 35 successful years in Bolingbrook, Illi-
nois. 

The John H. Harland Company was found-
ed in 1923. Over the next 83 years it grew 
and evolved into one of the premier financial 
services providers, doing business with more 
than two-thirds of all financial institutions in the 
United States. Its facility in Bolingbrook has 
played—and continues to play—a crucial part 
in Harland’s success. 

With approximately 200 employees, the 
Bolingbrook facility each year processes more 
than 11 million orders for checks for con-
sumers in 13 states, including most of the 
Midwest, from Wisconsin to Kentucky and 
Pennsylvania to Minnesota and everywhere in 
between. In the true spirit of its founder, the 
John H. Harland Company’s allegiance to its 
customers and employees remains strong 35 
years later. 

Harland also is committed to strengthening 
our community through service. In recognition 
of the spirit of service demonstrated by Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Harland employees 
celebrate the MLK holiday as a day of service, 
volunteering at local organizations such as 
Meadowbrook Manor, Lambs Fold Women’s 
Shelter, and the Shepherd Food Pantry. 

I want to commend all of the Bolingbrook 
employees for their commitment to quality, 
customers, and community. It is their hard 
work and dedication that has made the 
Harland Company what it is today—a 35-year 
success story. 

f 

WELLS VS. WILLARD BY RACHEL 
KARRER 

HON. RON LEWIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
commend my colleagues to the attached 
essay, Wells vs. Willard, by Rachel Karrer. 
Miss Karrer was a finalist in the National His-
tory Day Competition in Kentucky and recently 
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represented her state at the national competi-
tion. 

I had the privilege of meeting Miss Karrer 
and her family during their visit to Washington, 
DC. 

[National History Day Paper] 
WELLS VS. WILLARD 

(By Rachel C. Karrer) 
Wells and Willard, who were they? The 

more important question is, ‘what did they 
do?’ These two individuals were activists; 
both were outspoken, uncompromising, and 
passionate. And both of these activists just 
happened to be women. Ida B. Wells-Barnett 
and Frances E. Willard had nothing and ev-
erything in common. They came from dif-
ferent backgrounds, different families. They 
endured different heartaches and tragedies, 
overcame different odds. They had different 
educational structures and were even of sep-
arate races. No, they weren’t anything alike. 
And yet, they each ended up leading in 
causes they believed in. Neither let discour-
agement or setbacks blind them to their 
goal. Not even when the discouragement and 
setbacks one woman experienced were 
caused by the hand of the other. Ida Wells 
and Frances Willard were influential women 
in their time, both standing alone to lead in 
their causes. However, when it came to 
standing together, one woman to support the 
other, neither woman was willing to cross 
the cultural barriers of the time and offer a 
helping hand, but turned against the other. 
Because of Wells and Willard’s failure to 
work together, their animosity deeply hin-
dered the progress of the anti-lynching 
movement. 

Ida B. Wells, born a slave, became a re-
spected leader in the anti-lynching move-
ment. Freed from slavery shortly after her 
birth, Wells’ parents, James and Elizabeth 
Wells, made sure she received an education. 
(McBride) Wells’s mother wanted to be able 
to read the Bible, so when the Shaw Univer-
sity was established, Elizabeth Wells at-
tended with her children. (McBride) Her fa-
ther, James Wells, was deeply absorbed in 
politics and felt especially strong about ra-
cial justice. It is likely that it was his inter-
est in those dealings that later inspired his 
daughter. (McBride) 

In 1876, both her parents and one younger 
sibling died. (McBride) Unwilling to break 
her family apart, Wells became the care-
taker and provider of her five younger sib-
lings at the age of only fourteen. To provide 
for them, she applied for a teaching position. 
In 1884, Wells moved to Memphis to take a 
job as a teacher. (Lavender) During her sum-
mer vacations, she furthered her education 
by attending teachers’ training courses at 
Fisk University. (Lavender) Afterwards, she 
earned a position as a first grade teacher in 
the Memphis city schools. (Lavender) 

On May 4, 1884, Ida B. Wells’s life was al-
tered once again. (McBride) While traveling 
to Memphis, Wells was told by the conductor 
to move from the parlor car to the smoking 
car, which was reserved for people of color. 
When she refused, he attempted to forcibly 
remove her. In retaliation, Wells brought a 
suit against the railroad company and won. 
(McBride) The taste of victory soured, how-
ever, when the Tennessee Supreme Court 
overruled the decision. (McBride) Even so, 
this incident sparked something in Wells 
that eventually spread throughout the 
American nation and abroad. (Lavender) At 
this point, Wells began to write. 

Her first piece was for The Living Way, an 
African-American church weekly. (McBride) 
Wells wrote a series of articles criticizing 
the education provided to African-American 
children. Ironically, because of her state-
ments, Wells lost her teaching position in 

1891. (Lavender) After this, she joined the 
Memphis Star newspaper. 

Through her articles, Wells fought for the 
rights of African-Americans, but in 1892, she 
began fighting for something even more im-
portant; she began fighting for their lives. In 
March of that year, three African-American 
men were lynched on false charges. These 
men were Wells’s friends, and the rage inside 
her began to grow. (Lavender) She attacked 
lynching, and challenged the actions of 
whites by writing editorials and giving 
speeches about the injustices that were being 
done to the people of her race. She called 
Memphis, ‘‘a town which . . . neither 
protect[s] our lives and property, nor give[s] 
us a fair trial in the courts, but takes us out 
and murders us in cold blood when accused 
by white persons.’’ (McBride) Wells’s out-
spoken opinions stirred up Memphis, but it 
was not until she wrote her views on the con-
sensual sexual relationships between white 
women and African-American men that her 
newspaper was sacked and destroyed by an 
angry mob, followed by threats of lynching 
Wells herself. (McBride) After this, she 
moved to Chicago. 

Though forced to leave Memphis, fear did 
not stop her from continuing her fight in 
Chicago and even taking it to Europe. She 
wrote Lynch Law in Georgia (1899), Lynch 
Law in America (1900), and A Red Record 
(1895). These works studied lynchings in 
America, showing that the number of deaths 
was astonishing though the reasons were 
trivial. With these works, Wells was edu-
cating the American people by publicizing 
the cruelties inflicted on African-Americans 
in the South. 

Wells became Wells-Barnett in 1895. 
(McBride) Following her marriage, many 
Americans doubted that she would continue 
in her work, but through matrimony and 
motherhood, she continued in her cause, 
leading to protect the rights and the lives of 
people who had already endured so much. 

Like Wells, Frances E. Willard also had a 
lasting impact in America. Her work re-
sulted in two amendments to the Constitu-
tion: one giving women the right to vote and 
another prohibiting the sale and use of alco-
hol. (Hedrick) 

The daughter of Josiah and Mary Hill, Wil-
lard was born in Churchville, New York. 
(Historical Association) Willard’s mother, 
Mary Thompson Hill, was adamant that her 
daughter be educated as a lady. (Hedrick) At 
this time, a lady’s education did not encom-
pass in-depth lessons in math or science. 
(Hedrick) This type of education was made 
more readily available to young ladies in the 
1850s, at which time Willard happily received 
it. (Hedrick) In 1857, she went to the Mil-
waukee Normal Institute. The next year, she 
went to Evanston College for Women in Illi-
nois, now Northwestern University, where 
she finished out her education. (Hedrick) 

Between 1860 an 1874, Willard held many 
teaching positions in numerous schools. 
(Hedrick) Her last appointment was head of 
the women’s division at Northwestern Uni-
versity. (Hedrick) 

In 1874, at the end of her teaching career, 
Willard became involved with the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union. (Historical As-
sociation) She participated in its founding 
convention and was elected corresponding 
secretary. (Historical Association) Willard 
became a successful speaker and social re-
former, and was influential in the organiza-
tion of the Prohibition Party. (Historical As-
sociation) In 1879, Willard was elected Presi-
dent of the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union, and under her leadership it grew to be 
one of the largest women’s organizations in 
the nineteenth century. (Historical Associa-
tion) 

Both Wells and Willard were recognized 
and respected among the American people. 

But, the truth of the matter is that the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union was a 
well-known and influential organization. As 
president of that organization, Willard’s 
voice and opinion carried a substantial 
amount of weight, she being a leading figure 
in deciding which causes the organization 
would back. Ida Wells was well aware of how 
the Women’s Christian Temperance Union’s 
support could benefit the anti-lynching 
movement. But, due to the views of race at 
that time, that support, was not so easily 
gained. And in seeking it, there was the bad 
result of a conflict that arose between Wil-
lard and Wells. Wells accused the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union of ignoring the 
racial problem of the South, having ‘‘no 
word, either of pity or protest.’’ (Wells 5) In 
return, Willard stated that Wells’s ‘‘zeal for 
her race . . . clouded her perception.’’ 
(Wells 4) 

In addition to Willard’s seeming indiffer-
ence, Wells was angered by Willard’s com-
ments in reference to the colored race. While 
Wells’ fought for the African-American’s 
whose rights were being violated, Willard 
was sympathetic towards the white race and 
the trials they were forced to endure. In a 
New York newspaper, Willard stated, ‘‘I pity 
the southerners. . . . . The problem on their 
hands is immeasurable. The colored race 
multiplies like the locusts of Egypt.’’ (Wil-
lard 9) In the same article she referred to Af-
rican-Americans as ‘‘alien-illiterates,’’ who 
could ‘‘neither read nor write, whose ideas 
are bounded by the fence of his own field and 
the price of his own mule.’’ (Willard 9) In 
Willard’s interview she painted whites as vic-
tims and the African-Americans as villains. 
In reality, however, it was the other way 
around and Wells had years of collected data 
to prove it. 

While traveling abroad to gain sympathy 
and raise money, Wells was interviewed by 
the Westminster Gazette, a British news-
paper. During this interview she related 
some of the facts she had gathered about the 
practice of lynching in the United States. 
For example, four-fifths of lynchings in the 
United States were practiced on African- 
Americans and in 1893 and 158 out of 200 
lynching victims were African-Americans. 
(Westminster Gazette) She also stated that 
of the 158 African-Americans victims only 
thirty of them were charged with a crime 
against women or children. (Westminster Ga-
zette) The people that had supposedly com-
mitted these crimes were, more often than 
not, innocent. (Westminster Gazette) But, 
when it came to lynching, ‘‘innocent until 
proven guilty’’ were empty words. 

Wells felt that Willard and the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union were indif-
ferent about the issues in the lynching con-
troversy. But, in Willard’s 1894 Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union presidential ad-
dress she defended herself and the organiza-
tion; ‘‘Much apprehension has arisen in the 
last year concerning the attitude of our 
union toward the colored people, and an offi-
cial explanation is in order.’’ (Willard 8) In 
her explanation she referred to her 1890 
interview, in which she stated that the Afri-
can-American man’s ‘‘altitude reaches no 
higher than the personal liberty of the sa-
loon and the power of appreciating the 
amount of liquor that dollar will buy.’’ (Wil-
lard 9) In her address she defended herself 
saying that she had not intended to discrimi-
nate against African-American people. (Wil-
lard 8) Willard stated that it was ‘‘inconceiv-
able’’ that the Women’s Christian Temper-
ance Union would ever excuse lynching no 
matter what the circumstances. She also 
made it a point to make a resolution in re-
gard to the affair: ‘‘Resolved, that we are op-
posed to lynching as a method of punish-
ment, no matter what the crime, and irre-
spective of the race by which the crime is 
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committed, believing that every human 
being is entitled to be tried by a jury of his 
peers.’’ (Willard 8) 

In Willard’s address she specifically men-
tioned Ida Wells and her efforts in the anti- 
lynching movement. Willard claimed that 
Wells’s ardor for her race was keeping her 
from recognizing friends from foes. She also 
talked of Wells’s observations concerning 
the consensual relationships between white 
women and African-American men. On this 
point, Wells and Willard’s opinions con-
trasted greatly. It was Wells’s belief that 
many of the ‘‘rapes’’ for which countless Af-
rican-American men were lynched were actu-
ally consensual relationships. Nevertheless, 
she believed that it was for the white man’s 
pride of race, not for justice or even for the 
white women’s reputation, that sent many 
African-American males to their death: 
‘‘You see, the white man has never allowed 
his women to hold the sentiment ’black but 
comely’ on which he has so freely acted him-
self.’’ (Westminster Gazette) It was Willard’s 
opinion that with these statements Wells 
‘‘had put an imputation upon half the white 
race in this country that [was] unjust, and 
saving the rarest exceptional instances, 
wholly without foundation’’ and with these 
statements Wells was thwarting her cause. 
(Willard 6) 

By the end of the summer of 1894, Wells 
was thoroughly displeased with the actions 
of Willard and the Women’s Christian Tem-
perance Union, and she had no qualms about 
expressing her anger. In one of her numerous 
writings, Wells stated, ‘‘the charge has been 
made that I have attacked Miss Willard and 
misrepresented the W.C.T.U. If to state the 
facts is misrepresentation, then I plead 
guilty to the charge.’’ (Wells 5) In A Red 
Record, Wells spoke of the resolution made 
in Willard’s Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union presidential address: ‘‘Miss Willard 
gave assurance that such a resolution [of 
protest against brutality towards colored 
people] would be adopted, and that assurance 
was relied on.’’ (Wells 5) But, in the end, 
these assurances amounted to nothing be-
cause during the Women’s Christian Temper-
ance Union national meeting in the summer 
of 1894, no anti-lynching resolutions were 
passed. (Smith) 

With the statements made by Willard, so 
pointedly, on the behalf of the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, why was it 
that when it came time to act, those prom-
ises were not honored? This outcome was the 
result of the presence of many southern dele-
gates at the meeting and Frances Willard’s 
effort to pacify them. (Smith) By attempting 
to keep the peace with one party that ‘‘great 
Christian body . . . . wholly ignored the 
seven millions of colored people of this coun-
try whose plea was for a word of sympathy 
and support for the movement in their be-
half,’’ (Westminster Gazette) and Ida Wells 
‘‘greatly regretted’’ the outcome of this 
meeting. (Smith) The very next year, in the 
Baltimore Herald, Willard wrote that they 
had done the best they could under the cir-
cumstances (Smith) but to many Americans 
it was Wells who gained their sympathy and 
Willard who was criticized. Willard must 
have realized this because in 1897, it was 
written in a Cleveland newspaper that Wil-
lard’s conduct toward Wells at the national 
meeting seemed ‘‘still to worry her, as it 
ought to.’’ (Cleveland Gazette) 

Lynching went into a decline by the twen-
tieth century. (Abrams) In 1935, only twenty 
lynchings were reported and by the 1960s, 
with the enforcement of civil rights laws and 
changes in racial attitudes, the performance 
of lynchings died away. (Abrams) Between 
1882 and 1968 there were 4,730 lynchings in 
the United States. (Lynching) Of these, 3,440 
were African-American men and women. 

(Lynching) However, with Willard’s influ-
ence, and with her, the support of every 
member of the Women’s Christian Temper-
ance Union, racial attitudes might have been 
altered years before. Prejudices and hate 
could have been softened, lives could have 
been saved. If only time wasted arguing 
could have been spent broadening the hori-
zons of the American people, helping them to 
see the cruelties they placed on people whose 
only difference was their race. Perhaps Wil-
lard’s voice along with Wells’ reaching out to 
the American people would not have accom-
plished much. But it would have accom-
plished something. It would have given the 
anti-lynching movement the boost it needed, 
the boost it was asking for. True, at a time 
when ‘‘Jim Crow’’ laws were made specifi-
cally to keep the African-American people in 
a place of inferiority, crossing the lines of 
segregation and discrimination would have 
been extremely difficult. But, someone at 
some point did eventually cross those lines, 
otherwise we wouldn’t be where we are 
today. Had Ida Wells and Frances Willard 
joined together, important civil rights move-
ments could have been put into effect much 
sooner. There is no way to judge the years 
that were squandered or the lives that could 
have been saved. 

The wills and views of Frances E. Willard 
and those of Ida B. Wells-Barnett, continued 
to clash throughout the years, right up until 
Willard’s death in 1898. (Historical Associa-
tion) Neither woman ever conceded. Wells 
continued in her campaign for the rights of 
the African-American people until her death 
in 1931. (McBride) The women each accused 
the other of misrepresenting her. But maybe 
it wasn’t misrepresentation. Perhaps it was 
merely a lack of understanding, or even the 
desire to understand. When asked why no 
one in the North protested the racial preju-
dices in the South and their deadly outcome, 
Wells’ answer was ‘‘they are sick and hope-
less, and shut their eyes.’’ (Westminster Ga-
zette) Standing where we are today, we can 
easily judge these two women and say what 
they should have done. But what we fail to 
realize is that America then and America 
now are two very different places. African- 
Americans were not seen in the same light as 
they are today. In today’s culture we are 
brought up viewing one another as equals. 
This is because the leaders of our past shed 
some light on the flaws of our beliefs in 
order to change our future. But to do this, 
they had to be willing to put themselves on 
the line, to cross the cultural barriers that 
tried to hold them back. Wells and Willard 
were leaders, they were respected and had 
they really tried, they too, could have 
crossed those barriers. If not for the antag-
onism between these two very different 
women, had they not failed to stand together 
and face America, many eyes could have, and 
would have, been opened. 

f 

HONORING CURTIS M. LOFITS, JR., 
AND THE SALUDA CHARITABLE 
FOUNDATION 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to commend my longtime friend, 
Curtis M. Lofits, Jr., and the Saluda Charitable 
Foundation. The Saluda Charitable Foundation 
was founded in 2001 in Columbia, South 
Carolina, is a faith-based Christian humani-
tarian organization dedicated to serving people 

in need. What began as a one-man effort cre-
ated and funded by Columbia native Curtis M. 
Loftis, Jr., has now grown to include dozens of 
volunteers and associates who have touched 
thousands of lives across four continents. 

Individuals, missionaries, churches, hos-
pitals, and clinics ranging from the United 
States and Bolivia to Ukraine and India have 
benefited from the works of Saluda Charitable. 
The Foundation’s efforts in Ukraine produced 
such great success that the programs there 
have grown into a stand-alone Ukrainian orga-
nization, the Saluda-Temopil Charitable Foun-
dation. Saluda-Temopil has been recognized 
as one of the finest charitable groups in 
Ukraine. 

Saluda Charitable and Saluda-Temopil re-
cently opened the doors of their largest under-
taking, the New Hope Village, in Shelpachy, 
Ukraine. The New Hope Village is a modem 
humanitarian mercy center that features a 
home for the elderly with 24-hour nursing 
care, daily doctor visits, nutritionist consulta-
tions, and community activity programs. The 
facility has received praise and cooperation 
from the Ukrainian and United States Govern-
ments. 

The New Hope Village also features a com-
munity center that supports three local villages 
and a humanitarian aid focal point that dis-
penses assistance from agencies and church-
es from the United States and Europe. The fa-
cility will soon become home to one of 
Ukraine’s first ‘‘foster family’’ pilot programs. 
This project opens in August and seeks to 
alter the traditional system of large and un-
friendly government orphanages in favor of 
more traditional family structures. 

I would like to recognize the Saluda Chari-
table Foundation’s contributions and efforts for 
people in need everywhere. The foundation is 
an excellent example that goodwill knows no 
borders. We would all do well to follow their 
lead. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 407—‘‘aye’’; and 408—‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
able to cast votes for all of the legislative 
measures on June 12. If I was present for roll-
call votes for the following bills: 

251 on motion to suspend the rules and 
agree, as amended and pass H. Res. 794— 
Recognizing the 17th anniversary of the mas-
sacre in Tiananmen Square, Beijing, in the 
Peoples Republic of China, and for other pur-
poses 

252 On Motion to Suspend the rules and 
agree, as amend and pass H. Res. 804—Con-
demning the unauthorized, inappropriate, and 
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coerced ordination of Catholic bishops by the 
Peoples Republic of China 

253 On motion to suspend the rules and 
agree, as amend pass H. Res. 608—Con-
demning the escalating levels of religious per-
secution in the Peoples Republic of China 

254 On motion to suspend the rules and 
agree, as amended and pass H. Con. Res. 
338—Expressing the sense of Congress re-
garding the activities of Islamist terrorist orga-
nizations in the Western Hemisphere 

I would have voted ‘‘yeas’’ to all of these 
bills. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE SKI AND 
SNOWBOARD MONTH RESOLUTION 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, skiing 
and snowboarding are exhilarating activities 
that allow individuals and families to enjoy a 
natural environment and participate in physical 
activity. 

To help spread this message, I am intro-
ducing a resolution urging the president to de-
clare January as National Ski and Snowboard 
Sports Month. 

This resolution notes the increase in adult 
and childhood obesity along with the negative 
consequences of overweight and obese peo-
ple including a decrease in the average life 
span and rising health care costs stemming 
from related illnesses. It also highlights the 
role winter sport activities can play in address-
ing chronic inactivity and the positive effects of 
participating in physical activity. 

‘‘Ski and Snowboard Month’’ would remind 
citizens of the importance to maintain a con-
sistent exercise program and healthy lifestyle 
twelve months out of the year. Winter sports 
offer unique opportunities to allow all Ameri-
cans a chance to be together outside and 
enjoy the season. 

f 

DISASTER RECOVERY PERSONAL 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ALAN B. MOLLOHAN 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 25, 2006 

Mr. MOLLOHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 5013, the Disaster Re-
covery Personal Protection Act of 2006. I was 
pleased to vote in favor of this bill, which 
passed the House by a vote of 322–99. 

During Hurricane Katrina, hundreds of citi-
zens had their guns confiscated, depriving 
them of their Second Amendment right to bear 
arms when they needed it most. H.R. 5013 
ensures that this type of confiscation can 
never happen again. The legislation prohibits 
the confiscation of legally owned weapons 
during national emergencies or presidential 
declared disasters, unless other Federal or 
State law permits the confiscation. This law 
applies to Federal officers and employees, in-
cluding uniformed services, who receive Fed-
eral funds, are under the control of the Fed-
eral Government, or provide services to such 
personnel in support of relief efforts. 

Additionally, the bill prevents the temporary 
or permanent seizures of firearms, or the au-
thorization of such seizures; prevents requiring 
the registration of firearms, if registration is not 
required by Federal or State law; prevents 
prohibiting the possession of a firearm, or 
issuing regulations or orders prohibiting the 
possession of a firearm if the possession is 
permitted under law; and prevents prohibiting 
the carrying of firearms by a person who is 
otherwise authorized to do so under State or 
Federal laws solely because that person is op-
erating under the direction, control, or super-
vision of a Federal agency. 

I have been a proud defender of our second 
amendment right throughout my tenure in 
Congress. This vote preserves and protects 
this Constitutional right during times of ex-
treme disasters and emergencies, when the 
need for law-abiding citizens to exercise their 
basic right to defend themselves and their 
families is the greatest. I am pleased to have 
stood up for those rights by casting my vote 
in favor of H.R. 5013, the Disaster Recovery 
Personal Protection Act. 

f 

IN HONOR AND MEMORY OF 
BISHOP GEORGE MOSLEY MURRAY 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life of Bishop George Mosley 
Murray, the founding bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast, who 
passed away earlier this month. 

Bishop Murray was the first bishop of the 
Central Gulf Coast diocese, which encom-
passes south Alabama and northwest Florida, 
and for 10 years, he provided steady leader-
ship during a period of change in the Epis-
copal Church. The diocese prospered under 
his leadership, growing from 25 parishes in 
1971, to 64 congregations today with over 
22,000 members. In honor of the first bishop 
of the diocese, the name Murray House was 
chosen for the diocesan assisted living facility. 

Bishop Murray graduated from the Univer-
sity of Alabama in 1940 with a bachelor of 
science degree in business administration and 
worked for General Electric in North Carolina 
for two years. He served four years in the mili-
tary during World War II with two years aboard 
the U.S.S. Pintado. In 1948, he graduated 
from Virginia Theological Seminary in Alexan-
dria, Virginia, with a masters of divinity de-
gree. He served five years as Episcopal chap-
lain at the University of Alabama. Bishop Mur-
ray was elected Suffragan Bishop of Alabama 
in 1953, Bishop Coadjutor of Alabama in 
1959, and became the Bishop of Alabama in 
1969. 

Bishop Murray received honorary degrees of 
doctor in divinity from Virginia Theological 
Seminary in 1954 and the University of the 
South. He also received the Algrenon Sydney 
Sullivan award, honorary degrees and a doc-
tor of laws degree from the University of Ala-
bama. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in remembering a dedicated leader and friend 
to many in the Gulf Coast area. Bishop 
George Murray will be deeply missed by his 
family—his wife, Margaret MacQueen Murray; 

his children, George Malcolm Murray, William 
Gerard Murray and Sara Duncan Murray; 
stepchildren, John C. Rockett, III, Margaret 
Grace Rockett and James MacQueen Rockett; 
and grandchildren. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with them all during this difficult time. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TERENCE J. KIVLAN 

HON. VITO FOSSELLA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, after 28 years 
covering Capitol Hill for The Staten Island Ad-
vance, Terence J. Kivlan is retiring. In an age 
when many news reporters gravitate to the 
glamorous national story and use the news to 
raise their own profiles, Terry, 61, has dog-
gedly followed issues of concern to his home-
town readers. His appreciation for Staten Is-
land was evident in his stories, and his words 
helped educate millions of residents on the 
daily happenings in Washington. Terry 
seemed to have a knack for finding the Staten 
Islander in a crowd. His stories always 
brimmed with a local flavor and featured the 
thoughts, opinions and voices of Staten Island 
residents. 

Terry distinguished himself with his reporting 
on the ABSCAM scandal in the 1970s and his 
honest and sensitive coverage of the after-
math of the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on 
New York City. Terry is a throwback to a day 
of shoe-leather reporting that put a premium 
on getting out of the office and taking the 
pulse of the people in the know. His first pri-
ority was getting the story for the people of 
Staten Island and it’s a tribute to Terry that he 
would be proud to be remembered just that 
way. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE ANDERSON-DREW 
FAMILY REUNION 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, family re-
unions are an integral part of African American 
life, especially given the fact that many fami-
lies were separated at will during slavery and 
has continued throughout history in this coun-
try. Of course, reunions are a way of staying 
intact or of being reconnected in a manner 
which promotes unit, camaraderie and con-
tinuation. 

On August 4–6, the Anderson-Drew Fami-
lies will hold their reunion in Chicago, Illinois, 
a city founded by an African American, Jean 
Baptiste Point DeSable, a trapper and settler. 
It has been home to many world famous and 
internationally known African Americans such 
as Mahalia Jackson, Lou Rawls, Minnie 
Minoso, John Hope Franklin, John H. John-
son, Michael Jordan, Dr. Daniel Hale Williams, 
Oprah Winfrey and Mayor Harold Washington. 
Being able to concretely trace one’s family 
back to 1876, which was the year that the 
compromise surrounding the selection of Ruth-
erford B. Hayes to become President of the 
U.S. and the removal of Federal troops from 
the South is indeed commendable and note-
worthy in and of itself. 
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I take this opportunity to express and con-

vey how valuable it is for families to remain in 
constant contact with each other and how 
much it means for the family to function as a 
unit. Strong families make strong communities, 
strong communities make cities, strong cities 
make strong states and strong states make 
strong nations. 

Our Nation is strong because of families like 
yours. I salute you, commend you on the oc-
casion of your re-union and welcome you to 
Chicago. Unfortunately, I will not be able to 
join you because on Friday, August 4th and 
Saturday, August, 5th, I will be in Detroit, 
Michigan attending my family reunion and the 
next week on the 8th and 9th, I will be in 
Greenwood, MS, visiting with other family 
members (the Glass family). 

Enjoy your family and keep it strong. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF ISRAEL AS VIO-
LENCE CONTINUES IN THE MID-
DLE EAST 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, 17 days ago, 
Hezbollah terrorists conducted a raid into 
Israel, killing three Israeli soldiers and kidnap-
ping two others, igniting serious fighting be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah. I rise today to ex-
press my strong support for Israel as it de-
fends itself from an increasingly powerful ter-
rorist presence in southern Lebanon. 

Israel has taken many meaningful steps in 
recent years to push the dream of Middle East 
peace forward, including removing all forces 
from Lebanon and, just last year, unilaterally 
withdrawing from Gaza. In return, Israel faces 
an emboldened Hezbollah, backed and en-
couraged by Iran and Syria, with an arsenal of 
13,000 rockets that it routinely uses to bom-
bard Israeli towns, and Hamas, which controls 
the Palestinian Authority. Neither group recog-
nizes Israel’s right to exist. 

The House recently passed H. Res. 921 
with my support, which reaffirms Israel’s right 
to defend itself from these attacks. Through 
this action we have made a clear statement 
that the United States will stand with Israel 
while continuing to work with the international 
community to bring peace to the region. 

Mr. Speaker, the current situation, with Iran 
and Syria enabling Hezbollah to establish an 
even greater presence in Lebanon is intoler-
able and a major obstacle to Middle East 
peace. Any international agreement should 
focus on removing Hezbollah from that coun-
try, per United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution 1559. This is a critical point for Israel 
and the entire region, and the United States 
must remain actively engaged in this process. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE STU-
DENTS OF THE AVIATION YOUTH 
ACADEMY SUMMER CAMP 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the students and advisors of the 
Central Missouri State University’s Aviation 
Youth Academy Summer Camp. On Saturday, 
July 29, 2006, they will celebrate their inau-
gural graduating class. This camp provides 
inner-city youth with a unique perspective on 
potential careers available in aviation. The 
youth academy has a total of 27 members in 
the camp, all from the Kansas City metropoli-
tan area, of which, two are graduating this 
year. 

The Aviation Youth Summer Camp focuses 
on introducing diverse, multicultural, and 
under-represented children to aviation, by pro-
viding hands-on knowledge and exposure to 
both aeronautical science and flight training. 
The camp fosters the personal development of 
leadership, character, physical health, and 
academic achievement. Their goal is to train 
the youth of today for the opportunities of to-
morrow. 

The Aviation Youth Academy Summer 
Camp is a 7-day residential camp taught by 
Central Missouri State University’s aviation 
faculty and certified flight instructors. The 
camp fosters many practical activities with mo-
tivational speakers, team-building exercises, 
diversity training, and exposure to a collegiate 
environment and academic programs. 

Camp participants strive to achieve their 
goals through collaboration with experts in the 
field of aviation, including those in the Central 
Missouri State University Aviation Department. 
Each student will leave equipped with the 
knowledge of what is recommended in a high 
school curriculum in order to study aviation at 
the college level. 

In addition, participants obtain information 
about college applications, scholarships, and 
financial aid applications. 

Saturday, July 29, 2006, marks a tremen-
dous triumph for the program as the first two 
students to complete the 3-year program will 
graduate. Those two students are Brandon 
Smith, who will be a senior this year at Lee’s 
Summit West High School, and Markhum 
Rucker, who will be a senior at Heart of Amer-
ica Charter School. They both plan to attend 
college, benefiting from strong parental sup-
port and a great interest in aviation. 

These two graduates and the remaining par-
ticipants honor the noble tradition of the 
Tuskegee Airmen who walked before them. It 
was in the skies above Europe over 50 years 
ago that those brave men fought for equality 
abroad while lacking it at home. Among those 
speaking during the Aviation Youth Academy’s 
summer program included Mr. Ormer Rogers, 
Jr., past president of the Heart of America 
Chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen and Harvey 
McCormick and Harvey Bayliss, two of the 
original Tuskegee Airmen. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in expressing 
our congratulations to the participants of the 
Aviation Youth Academy Summer Camp and 
the faculty and staff of Central Missouri State 
University for dedicating their time and serv-

ices to the inner-city youth of Kansas City. It 
is essential for members of the Aviation Youth 
Academy and other youth organizations to be 
celebrated and commended for their work. 
Today, the 109th Congress honors them for 
their achievements. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ALL KINDS 
OF MINDS 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in recognition of All Kinds of Minds 
and its Schools Attuned Program for reaching 
more than three-quarters-of-a-million students 
through the 30,000 educators who have par-
ticipated in its professional development pro-
gram since it began in 1987. 

All Kinds of Minds was co-founded in 1995 
by renowned pediatrician Dr. Mel Levine and 
financier Charles R. Schwab to translate the 
latest research on the many different ways 
children learn, into programs, products and 
services that help struggling students become 
successful learners. The Institute’s programs 
are based on insights from pivotal medical and 
educational studies, as well as more than 30 
years of clinical experience by Dr. Levine, 
other faculty at the University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill, experts at All Kinds of 
Minds, and other leading researchers in the 
field. 

The Schools Attuned Program is a re-
search-based program that educates K–12 
teachers about the science of learning. It was 
designed using the standards of professional 
development from the National Staff Develop-
ment Council. Enrolled teachers learn about 
eight neurodevelopmental constructs that af-
fect learning by participating in a minimum of 
35 instructional hours and 10 hours of follow- 
up experiences. 

In addition to focusing on how the brain is 
‘‘wired,’’ the program examines the different 
ways students learn, patterns in those dif-
ferences in learning, and how students’ inter-
ests and strengths can be used to overcome 
weaknesses within the regular classroom. The 
framework and tools provided in the Schools 
Attuned Program allow parents, teachers and 
children to work together to conquer student 
learning differences. 

The 30,000 educator mark, which includes 
over 750 teachers from my home district, was 
accomplished through the efforts and support 
of teachers, schools and communities in all 50 
States, Canada and Switzerland. The program 
has also benefited from Federal funding to 
supplement local educational funds in 15 
States; State funding for teacher participation 
in North Carolina and Oklahoma; a 5-year 
New York City Department of Education initia-
tive allowing nearly 1,600 educators to take 
part in the program; and over $70 million in 
funds raised since 1995 from private founda-
tions and major philanthropists supporting the 
Institute nationwide. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in com-
mending the Schools Attuned Program for 
achieving this milestone of training 30,000 
teachers to help students succeed in the 
classroom. 
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CONGRATULATING THE SATSUMA 

LITTLE LEAGUE 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride and pleasure that I rise to honor the 
Satsuma All-Star little league team on winning 
the Cal Ripken 12-year-old Alabama State 
Championship, as well as Cal Ripken’s South-
east Regional Championship. 

Myrick McAll, Wilson McAll, Conner 
McConaghy, Logan Clifton, Nick Saucier, 
David Black, Jamie Patterson, Cody Christian, 
Matthew Peacock, Chase Patterson, Chase 
Blan, Corey Mosley, and Alex Peacock are all 
talented young men who exhibited superb dis-
cipline, athleticism, and sportsmanship. Spe-
cial credit also goes to their head coach, Ernie 
Ray Clifton, and assistant coaches, Tracey 
Patterson and Glen Peacock, who along with 
the support and encouragement of the boys’ 
families and friends, help lead the team to be-
come the best in Alabama. 

During the State Championship, these 12- 
year-olds played a very difficult game, which 
lasted 10 innings. The team showed great per-
severance as they displayed their talents on 
the field. 

As if winning the State championship were 
not enough, these young men went on to 
compete and dominate the regional competi-
tion as well. They now hold the title of South-
east Regional Champions with a 7–3 victory 
over Winchester, Virginia. Their hometown of 
Satsuma and all of south Alabama, joins me 
in saluting this outstanding group of future Hall 
of Famers. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to offer my con-
gratulations to Myrick, Wilson, Conner, Logan, 
Nick, David, Jamie, Cody, Matthew, Chase, 
Corey, Alex, Chase, Coach Clifton, Coach 
Patterson, and Coach Peacock for their out-
standing wins this season. I trust my col-
leagues will join me in commending the team 
and wishing them the best of luck as they pre-
pare to compete against other regional win-
ners in Maryland next month. 

f 

HONORING DR. RICHARD AMOS 

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR. 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute and thank Dr. Richard Amos, Dep-
uty to the Commanding General of the Army 
Aviation and Missile Command, for his contin-
ued service to the defense of our country. 

Mr. Speaker, the contributions of the Avia-
tion and Missile Command (AMCOM) at Red-
stone Arsenal cannot be overemphasized. As 
a leader in defense technology research and 
development, the Command has been on the 
forefront of new and emerging technology for 
our armed services. It has done a great deal 
to ensure that the men and women on the bat-
tlefield have the most up-to-date war fighting 
capabilities and the tools they need to safely 
accomplish their mission. Dr. Amos, a native 
son of Huntsville, has been the Deputy to the 
Commanding General of AMCOM since 2004. 

Earlier this year, Dr. Amos was awarded the 
2005 Presidential Rank Award for Meritorious 
Executive for his work as Deputy Com-
manding General. This was a much-deserved 
honor as he has diligently led efforts with 
Redstone’s Commanding General James Pills-
bury to ensure that Redstone and the entire 
North Alabama defense community are con-
tinuously evolving to meet the demands of to-
day’s warfighter. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Amos’ dedication and lead-
ership is well respected throughout the North 
Alabama community. On behalf of the United 
States Congress and the people of North Ala-
bama, I proudly rise today to commend him on 
his service and wish him the very best for the 
future. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. 
DEANNE IGNACIO TAJALLE 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2006 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Mr. Deanne Ignacio Tajalle, 
who passed away on Sunday, July 23, 2006, 
at the National Naval Medical Center in Be-
thesda, Maryland, Deanne sustained severe 
injuries as a result of an explosion that oc-
curred in March while he was servicing a mili-
tary vehicle as a civilian contractor supporting 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. Deanne was born 
February 27, 1969, to Benjamin S. and Doris 
Quitugua Tajalle of Columbia, South Carolina, 
formerly residents of Guam. 

I join with our local leaders on behalf of our 
community on Guam in offering our sincerest 
condolences to the family of Deanne Tajalle, 
especially his wife Faapepele Hunkin Tajalle, 
who is a Staff Sergeant in the United States 
Army and also an Operation Iraqi Freedom 
Veteran, and their three children, Nicole, Vic-
toria, and Dean Junior. Our thoughts and 
prayers are also with his brother, Benjamin S. 
Tajalle, Jr., his sisters, Yvonne T. Decker, 
Candy T. Muna, and Pamela T. Ibanez, and 
his father-and-mother-in-law, Fuatau and 
Miriama Hunkin of Nuuuli, American Samoa. 

Our community on Guam appreciates 
Deanne’s service to our country. I join our Pa-
cific island family in honoring his service and 
his sacrifice. We honor Deanne’s commitment 
to his children, his devotion to his wife, and 
his dedication to his parents. 

The people of Guam extend to the Tajalle 
and Hunkin families their most heartfelt grati-
tude and respect during this time of loss. We 
take this occasion to reflect upon Deanne’s 
character, his service, and his commitment to 
the United States Army and to his country. 
May God Bless his family and friends and 
those whose lives he touched. And may God 
Bless America. 

f 

HONORING MAJOR GENERAL 
JAMES PILLSBURY 

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR. 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2006 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my 
constituents in North Alabama, I rise today to 
pay tribute and thank Redstone Arsenal’s 
Commanding General, Major General James 
Pillsbury, on the service he continues to pro-
vide to our national defense. 

General Pillsbury was named Commanding 
General of Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, 
Alabama, as well as the Army Aviation and 
Missile Command, which is located at Red-
stone, in December of 2003. In addition to the 
Aviation and Missile Command, Redstone is 
the home of, among others, the Missile Muni-
tions Center and School, the Redstone Tech-
nical Test Center (RTTC), and NASA’s Mar-
shall Space Flight Center. 

As Commanding General, he has worked to 
ensure that the entire North Alabama defense 
community is engaged in efforts to meet the 
future needs of the Army and the warfighter. 
In addition, he and his wife Becky, have es-
tablished a non-profit organization, Still Serv-
ing Veterans, which continues to recognize the 
sacrifice and look for ways to repay the nu-
merous veterans living in North Alabama for 
their service. The Pillsburys’ community out-
reach and dedication to the entire region have 
made the North Alabama community a better 
place to work and live. 

Mr. Speaker, the Army has rewarded Gen-
eral Pillsbury’s leadership and commitment at 
Redstone with an extension on his service in 
North Alabama. His contributions have pre-
pared our community for additional roles and 
responsibilities. I rise today to commend him 
on his service and wish him the very best for 
the future. 
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Daily Digest 

HIGHLIGHTS 
The House agreed to H. Con. Res. 459, providing for a conditional ad-

journment of the House of Representatives and a conditional recess or 
adjournment of the Senate. The House agreed to the conference report 
on S. 250, to amend the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical 
Education Act of 1998 to improve the Act. 

Senate 
Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S8403–S8416 
Measures Introduced: Two bills and one resolution 
were introduced, as follows: S. 3761–3762, and S. 
Res. 544.                                                                        Page S8411 

Measures Passed: 
National Attention Deficit Disorder Awareness 

Day: Senate agreed to S. Res. 544, designating Sep-
tember 20, 2006 as ‘‘National Attention Deficit Dis-
order Awareness Day.’’                                    Pages S8408–09 

National Airborne Day: Committee on the Judi-
ciary was discharged from further consideration of S. 
Res. 405, designating August 16, 2006, as ‘‘Na-
tional Airborne Day,’’ and the resolution was then 
agreed to, after agreeing to the following amend-
ment proposed thereto:                                            Page S8409 

McConnell (for Hagel) Amendment No. 4739, to 
call on the people of the United States to observe 
‘‘National Airborne Day’’ with appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities.                                     Page S8409 

Pension Reform—Agreement: A unanimous-con-
sent agreement was reached providing that not with-
standing the recess or adjournment of the Senate, 
that when it receives from the House a bill relating 
to pension reform and a bill relating to estate tax, 
the bills be considered as read a first time during to-
day’s session.                                                                 Page S8415 

Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act—Agree-
ment: A unanimous-consent time agreement was 
reached providing for further consideration of S. 
3711, to enhance the energy independence and secu-
rity of the United States by providing for explo-

ration, development, and production activities for 
mineral resources in the Gulf of Mexico, at 3 p.m., 
on Monday, July 31, 2006, with the time until 5:30 
p.m., equally divided between the two managers, or 
their designees, and at 5:30 p.m., Senate proceed to 
a vote on the motion to invoke cloture on the bill. 
                                                                                            Page S8415 

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations: 

Earl Anthony Wayne, of Maryland, to be Ambas-
sador to Argentina. 

Stephen S. McMillin, of Texas, to be Deputy Di-
rector of the Office of Management and Budget. 
                                                                                            Page S8416 

Messages From the House:                               Page S8411 

Enrolled Bills Presented:                                    Page S8411 

Executive Reports of Committees:               Page S8411 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages S8411–12 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                    Pages S8412–14 

Additional Statements:                                Pages S8410–11 

Amendments Submitted:                           Pages S8414–15 

Authorities for Committees to Meet:         Page S8415 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m., and ad-
journed at 4:29 p.m., until 2 p.m., on Monday, July 
31, 2006. (For Senate’s program, see the remarks of 
the Acting Majority Leader in today’s Record on 
page S8416.) 
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Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

CYBER SECURITY 
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs: Subcommittee on Federal Financial Manage-
ment, Government Information, and International 
Security concluded a hearing to examine recovery 
and reconstitution of critical networks relating to 
cyber security, focusing on immediate steps that De-
partment of Homeland Security and the private sec-
tor can take to formalize a partnership and to ensure 
effective response and recovery to major cyber net-
work disruption, after receiving testimony from 

George Foresman, Under Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity for Preparedness; Richard C. Schaeffer, Jr., Di-
rector of Information Assurance, National Security 
Agency; Karen Evans, Administrator for Electronic 
Government and Information Technology, Office of 
Management and Budget; Keith A. Rhodes, Chief 
Technologist, Director, Center for Technology and 
Engineering, Government Accountability Office; 
Thomas E. Noonan, Internet Security Systems, At-
lanta, Georgia; Roberta A. Bienfait, AT&T’s Global 
Network Operations, Atlanta, Georgia; Michael A. 
Aisenberg, VeriSign, Inc., Mountain View, Cali-
fornia; and Karl Brondell, State Farm Insurance 
Companies, Washington, D.C., on behalf of the 
Business Roundtable. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 74 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 4, 5954–6026; and 24 resolutions, H. 
Con. Res. 459–466; and H. Res. 963–965, 967–979 
were introduced.                                                 Pages H6230–35 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages H6235–36 

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows: 
H.R. 5393, to provide for the Department of 

Housing and Urban Development to coordinate Fed-
eral housing assistance efforts in the case of disasters 
resulting in long-term housing needs (H. Rept. 
109–607, Pt. 1); 

H.R. 5810, to amend the Comprehensive Envi-
ronmental Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act of 1980 to authorize funding for brownfields re-
vitalization activities and State response programs, 
with an amendment (H. Rept. 109–608, Pt. 1); 

H.R. 4650, to direct the Secretary of the Army to 
carry out programs and activities to enhance the 
safety of levees in the United States, with an amend-
ment (H. Rept. 109–609); 

H.R. 4653, to repeal a prohibition on the use of 
certain funds for tunneling in certain areas with re-
spect to the Los Angeles to San Fernando Valley 
Metro Rail project, California (H. Rept. 109–610); 

H.R. 5656, to provide for Federal energy research, 
development, demonstration, and commercial appli-
cation activities, with an amendment (H. Rept. 
109–611); 

H.R. 4957, to direct the Secretary of the Interior 
to convey the Tylersville division of the Lamar Na-
tional Fish Hatchery and Fish Technology Center to 

the State of Pennsylvania, with an amendment (H. 
Rept. 109–612); 

H. Res. 966, providing for consideration of H.R. 
5970, to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
to increase the unified credit against the estate tax 
to an exclusion equivalent of $5,000,000, to repeal 
the sunset provision for the estate and generation- 
skipping taxes, and to extend expiring provisions; 
and consideration of H.R. 4, to provide economic se-
curity for all Americans (H. Rept. 109–613); and 

H.R. 5681, to authorize appropriations for the 
Coast Guard for fiscal year 2007, with an amend-
ment (H. Rept. 109–614).                                    Page H6230 

Recess: The House recessed at 10:21 a.m. and re-
convened at 5:05 p.m.                                             Page H6023 

Recess: The House recessed at 5:07 p.m. and recon-
vened at 6:10 p.m.                                                    Page H6023 

Providing funding authority to facilitate the 
evacuation of persons from Lebanon: The House 
agreed by unanimous consent to the Wolf amend-
ment to S. 3741, to provide funding authority to fa-
cilitate the evacuation of persons from Lebanon. Sub-
sequently, the House passed S. 3741, amended, 
without objection.                                              Pages H6029–30 

Summer District Work Period: The House agreed 
to H. Con. Res. 459, providing for a conditional ad-
journment of the House of Representatives and a 
conditional recess or adjournment of the Senate, by 
a yea and nay vote of 219 yeas to 189 nays, Roll 
No. 420.                                                                 Pages H6038–40 
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Providing economic security for all Americans: 
The House passed H.R. 4, to provide economic secu-
rity for all Americans, by a recorded vote of 279 ayes 
to 131 noes with 1 voting ‘‘present’’, Roll No. 422, 
after ordering the previous question. 
                                                                             Pages H6049–H6170 

Rejected the Miller, George of California motion 
to recommit the bill to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce with instructions to report the 
same back to the House forthwith with amendments, 
by a yea and nay vote of 189 yeas to 222 nays, Roll 
No. 421, after ordering the previous question with-
out objection.                                                       Pages H6163–69 

H. Res. 958, the rule providing for consideration 
of the bill was agreed to by a yea-and-nay vote of 
217 yeas to 192 nays, Roll No. 418, after agreeing 
to order the previous question.                   Pages H6023–29 

Suspension—Proceedings Resumed: The House 
agreed to suspend the rules and pass the following 
measure which was debated on Wednesday, July 
26th: 

Congratulating the International AIDS Vaccine 
Initiative on ten years of significant achievement 
in the search for an HIV/AIDS vaccine: H. Res. 
844, amended, to congratulate the International 
AIDS Vaccine Initiative on ten years of significant 
achievement in the search for an HIV/AIDS vaccine, 
by a (2⁄3) yea-and-nay vote of 407 yeas with none 
voting ‘‘nay’’, Roll No. 423.                        Pages H6170–71 

Estate Tax and Extension of Tax Relief Act of 
2006: The House passed H.R. 5970, to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to increase the uni-
fied credit against the estate tax to an exclusion 
equivalent of $5,000,000, to repeal the sunset provi-
sion for the estate and generation-skipping taxes, and 
to extend expiring provisions, by a recorded vote of 
230 ayes to 180 noes with 1 voting ‘‘present’’, Roll 
No. 425.                                             Pages H6029, H6171–H6221 

Rejected the Miller, George of California motion 
to recommit the bill to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce with instructions to report the 
same back to the House forthwith with an amend-
ment, by a recorded vote of 190 ayes to 220 noes, 
Roll No. 424, after ordering the previous question 
without objection.                                              Pages H6201–20 

H. Res. 966, the rule providing for consideration 
of the bill was agreed to by a yea-and-nay vote of 
217 yeas to 194 nays, Roll No. 419, after agreeing 
to order the previous question.                   Pages H6030–39 

Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education 
Improvement Act of 2005—Conference Report: 
The House agreed to the conference report on S. 
250, to amend the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and 
Technical Education Act of 1998 to improve the 
Act, which was debated on yesterday, Thursday, July 

27th, by a recorded vote of 399 ayes to 1 noe, Roll 
No. 426—clearing the measure for the President. 
                                                                                            Page H6221 

Making technical corrections to the Violence 
Against Women and Department of Justice Re-
authorization Act of 2005: The House passed by 
unanimous consent S. 3693, to make technical cor-
rections to the Violence Against Women and De-
partment of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005. 
                                                                                    Pages H6222–27 

A concurrent resolution relating to correcting a 
clerical error in the enrollment of S. 3693: The 
House agreed by unanimous consent to S. Con. Res. 
112, a concurrent resolution relating to correcting a 
clerical error in the enrollment of S. 3693. 
                                                                                            Page H6227 

Adjournment Resolution: Agreed that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet at 11 a.m. 
on Wednesday, August 2, 2006, unless it sooner has 
received a message from the Senate transmitting its 
concurrence in H. Con. Res. 459, in which case the 
House shall stand adjourned pursuant to that con-
current resolution.                                                      Page H6227 

Calendar Wednesday: Agreed to dispense with the 
Calendar Wednesday business of Wednesday, August 
2, 2006.                                                                          Page H6227 

Calendar Wednesday: Agreed to dispense with the 
Calendar Wednesday business of Wednesday, Sep-
tember 6.                                                                        Page H6227 

Agreed that the ordering of the yeas and nays on 
adoption of House Concurrent Resolution 454 be va-
cated, to the end that the concurrent resolution be 
laid upon the table.                                                   Page H6227 

Speaker Pro Tempore: Read a letter from the 
Speaker wherein he appointed Representative Wolf 
and Representative Tom Davis of Virginia to act as 
Speaker pro tempore to sign enrolled bills and joint 
resolutions through September 6, 2006.        Page H6227 

Quorum Calls—Votes: Five yea-and-nay votes and 
four recorded votes developed during the proceedings 
today and appear on pages H6028–29, H6038–39, 
H6039–40, H6169, H6169–70, H6170–71, 
H6219–20, H6220–21, and H6221. There were no 
quorum calls. 

Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. Friday, 
July 28th and at 1:55 a.m. on Saturday, July 29th, 
pursuant to the provisions of H. Con. Res. 459, the 
House stands adjourned until 11 a.m. on Wednes-
day, August 2, 2006, unless it sooner has received 
a message from the Senate transmitting its adoption 
of the concurrent resolution, in which case the 
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House shall stand adjourned pursuant to that con-
current resolution until 2 p.m. on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 6, 2006. 

Committee Meetings 
ESTATE TAX AND EXTENSION OF TAX 
RELIEF ACT 
Committee on Rules: Granted, by voice vote, a closed 
rule providing for consideration of H.R. 5970. The 
rule provides one hour of debate on H.R. 5970, to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to in-
crease the unified credit against estate tax to an ex-
clusion equivalent of $5,000,000, to repeal the sun-
set provision for the estate and generation-skipping 
taxes, and to extend expiring provisions, and for 
other purposes, in the House equally divided and 
controlled by the chairman and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Ways and Means. The 
rule waives all points of order against consideration 
of H.R. 5970. The rule provides one motion to re-
commit H.R. 5970. 

PENSION PROTECTION ACT 
Committee on Rules: Granted, by voice vote, a closed 
rule on H.R. 4, to provide economic security for all 
Americans, and for other purposes, in the House 
equally divided among and controlled by the chair-
man and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means and the chairman and 
ranking minority member of the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. The rule waives all points 
of order against consideration of H.R. 4. Finally, the 
rule provides one motion to recommit H.R. 4. Testi-
mony was heard from Representatives Kline, George 
Miller of California and Hoyer. 

f 

NEW PUBLIC LAWS 
(For last listing of Public Laws, see DAILY DIGEST, p. D 849) 

H.R. 9, to amend the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
Signed on July 27, 2006. (Public Law 109–246) 

H.R. 2872, to require the Secretary of the Treas-
ury to mint coins in commemoration of Louis 
Braille. Signed on July 27, 2006. (Public Law 
109–247) 

H.R. 4472, to protect children from sexual exploi-
tation and violent crime, to prevent child abuse and 
child pornography, to promote Internet safety, and 
to honor the memory of Adam Walsh and other 
child crime victims. Signed on July 27, 2006. (Pub-
lic Law 109–248) 

H.R. 5117, to exempt persons with disabilities 
from the prohibition against providing section 8 
rental assistance to college students. Signed on July 
27, 2006. (Public Law 109–249) 

H.R. 5865, to amend section 1113 of the Social 
Security Act to temporarily increase funding for the 
program of temporary assistance for United States 
citizens returned from foreign countries. Signed on 
July 27, 2006. (Public Law 109–250) 

CONGRESSIONAL PROGRAM AHEAD 

Week of July 31 through August 5, 2006 

Senate Chamber 
On Monday, at 3 p.m., Senate will resume consid-

eration of S. 3711, Gulf of Mexico Energy Security 
Act, with a vote on the motion to invoke cloture 
thereon to occur at 5:30 p.m. 

During the balance of the week, Senate expects to 
continue consideration of S. 3711, Gulf of Mexico 
Energy Security Act, and any other cleared legisla-
tive and executive business, including appropriation 
bills and conference reports, when available. 

Senate Committees 
(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry: August 
2, Subcommittee on Forestry, Conservation, and Rural 
Revitalization, to hold hearings to examine H.R. 4200, 
to improve the ability of the Secretary of Agriculture and 
the Secretary of the Interior to promptly implement re-
covery treatments in response to catastrophic events af-
fecting Federal lands under their jurisdiction, including 
the removal of dead and damaged trees and the imple-
mentation of reforestation treatments, to support the re-
covery of non-Federal lands damaged by catastrophic 
events, to revitalize Forest Service experimental forests, 9 
a.m., SR–328A. 

Committee on Appropriations: August 2, Subcommittee on 
Legislative Branch, to continue hearings to examine 
progress of the Capitol Visitor Center construction, 10:30 
a.m., SD–138. 

Committee on Armed Services: August 1, to receive a 
closed briefing from the Joint Improvised Explosive De-
vice Defeat Organization, 11 a.m., SR–222. 

August 1, Full Committee, to hold hearings to exam-
ine the Boeing Company Global Settlement Agreement, 
2:30 p.m., SH–216. 

August 2, Full Committee, to resume hearings to ex-
amine the future of military commissions in light of the 
Supreme Court decision in Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, 2:30 
p.m., SH–216. 

August 3, Full Committee, to hold hearings to exam-
ine Iraq, Afghanistan and the global war on terrorism; to 
be followed by a closed session in SR–222, 9:30 a.m., 
SH–216. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: Au-
gust 2, business meeting to consider an original bill to 
improve ratings quality for the protection of investors and 
in the public interest by fostering accountability, trans-
parency, and competition in the credit rating agency in-
dustry, 10 a.m., SD–538. 
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August 2, Subcommittee on Housing and Transpor-
tation, to hold hearings to examine efforts to meet the 
housing needs of veterans, 2:30 p.m., SD–538. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: Au-
gust 3, Subcommittee on National Ocean Policy Study, 
to hold hearings to examine state of the oceans in 2006, 
10 a.m., SR–253. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: August 2, 
business meeting to consider the nominations of Drue 
Pearce, of Alaska, to be Federal Coordinator for Alaska 
Natural Gas Transportation Projects, and John Ray 
Correll, of Indiana, to be Director of the Office of Surface 
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, and Mark Myers, 
of Alaska, to be Director of the United States Geological 
Survey, both of the Department of the Interior, and other 
pending calendar business, 11:30 a.m., SD–628. 

August 3, Full Committee, to hold hearings to exam-
ine S. 2589, to enhance the management and disposal of 
spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste, to en-
sure protection of public health and safety, to ensure the 
territorial integrity and security of the repository at 
Yucca Mountain, 10 a.m., SD–628. 

Committee on Environment and Public Works: August 1, 
Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife, and Water, to hold 
hearings to examine interpreting the effect of the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s recent decision in the joint cases of 
Rapanos v. United States and Carabell v. U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers on ‘‘The Waters of the United 
States’’, 2:30 p.m., SD–406. 

August 2, Full Committee, to hold oversight hearings 
to examine the Toxic Substances Control Act and the 
chemicals management program at Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, 9:30 a.m., SD–406. 

Committee on Finance: August 2, to hold hearings to ex-
amine fake IDs relating to border security, 10 a.m., 
SD–215. 

August 3, Full Committee, to hold hearings to exam-
ine tax code reform issues, 10:30 a.m., SD–215. 

Committee on Foreign Relations: July 31, to hold hearings 
to examine the nomination of Mark R. Dybul, of Florida, 
to be Coordinator of United States Government Activities 
to Combat HIV/AIDS Globally, with the rank of Ambas-
sador, 3 p.m., SD–419. 

August 1, Full Committee, business meeting to con-
sider S. 3722, to authorize the transfer of naval vessels to 
certain foreign recipients, Treaty Between the United 
States and the Oriental Republic Of Uruguay Concerning 
the Encouragement and Reciprocal Protection of Invest-
ment, with Annexes and Protocol, signed at Mar Del 
Plata, Argentina, on November 4, 2005 (Treaty Doc. 
109–9), United Nations Convention Against Corruption 
(the ‘‘Corruption Convention’’), adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly on October 31, 2003 (Treaty 
Doc. 109–6), and the nominations of Richard E. 
Hoagland, of the District of Columbia, to be Ambassador 
to the Republic of Armenia, Christina B. Rocca, of Vir-
ginia, for the rank of Ambassador during her tenure of 
service as U. S. Representative to the Conference on Dis-
armament, Philip S. Goldberg, of Massachusetts, to be 
Ambassador to the Republic of Bolivia, John Robert 
Bolton, of Maryland, to be the U.S. Representative to the 

United Nations, with the rank and status of Ambassador, 
and the U.S. Representative in the Security Council of 
the United Nations, to which position he was appointed 
during the recess of the Senate from July 29, 2005, to 
September 1, 2005, and to be U.S. Representative to the 
Sessions of the General Assembly of the United Nations 
during his tenure of service as U.S. Representative to the 
United Nations, to which position he was appointed dur-
ing the recess of the Senate from July 29, 2005, to Sep-
tember 1, 2005, Richard W. Graber, of Wisconsin, to be 
Ambassador to the Czech Republic, and Karen B. Stew-
art, of Florida, to be Ambassador to the Republic of 
Belarus, and a Foreign Service Officer Promotion list, 
2:15 p.m., S–116, Capitol. 

August 2, Full Committee, to hold hearings to exam-
ine the nomination of John C. Rood, of Arizona, to be 
an Assistant Secretary of State for International Security 
and Non-Proliferation, 9:30 a.m., SD–419. 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: Au-
gust 1, to hold hearings to examine the nominations of 
Andrew von Eschenbach, of Texas, to be Commissioner of 
Food and Drugs, Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, and Paul DeCamp, of Virginia, to be Administrator 
of the Wage and Hour Division, Department of Labor; 
to be followed by a business meeting to consider pending 
nominations, 10 a.m., SD–430. 

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs: 
August 1, Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, to 
hold hearings to examine the issue of tax havens and off-
shore abuses which are undermining the integrity of the 
Federal tax system, focusing on case histories on the use 
of offshore trusts and corporations to circumvent U.S. tax, 
securities and anti-money laundering laws, 9 a.m., 
SD–106. 

August 2, Full Committee, to hold hearings to exam-
ine the status of Iraq construction, focusing on con-
tracting and procurement issues, 10 a.m., SD–342. 

August 3, Subcommittee on Federal Financial Manage-
ment, Government Information, and International Secu-
rity, to hold hearings to examine financial management 
at the Department of Defense, focusing on the compo-
nents of Financial Improvement and Audit Readiness 
Plan to improve the overall financial management health 
of the Department of Defense, including an under-
standing of other plans involved in improving the finan-
cial management infrastructure at the Department, 2:30 
p.m., SD–342. 

Committee on the Judiciary: August 1, to hold hearings 
to examine the nominations of Peter D. Keisler, of Mary-
land, to be United States Circuit Judge for the District 
of Columbia Circuit, Valerie L. Baker and Philip S. 
Gutierrez, each to be a United States District Judge for 
the Central District of California, and Francisco Augusto 
Besosa, to be United States District Judge for the District 
of Puerto Rico, 2 p.m., SD–226. 

August 2, Full Committee, to hold hearings to exam-
ine the authority to prosecute terrorists under the war 
crime provisions of Title 18, 9:30 a.m., SD–226. 
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August 2, Subcommittee on Constitution, Civil Rights 
and Property Rights, to hold hearings to examine cre-
ating a fair standard for attorney’s fee awards in establish-
ment clause cases, 2:30 p.m., SD–226. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: July 31, business meeting 
to consider the nominations of Patrick W. Dunne, of 
New York, to be Assistant Secretary for Policy and Plan-
ning, and Thomas E. Harvey, of New York, to be Assist-

ant Secretary for Congressional Affairs, both of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, Time to be announced, 
Room to be announced. 

Select Committee on Intelligence: August 2, closed business 
meeting to consider pending calendar business, 2:30 
p.m., SH–219. 

August 3, Full Committee, to receive a closed briefing 
regarding intelligence matters, 10 a.m., SH–219. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

2 p.m., Monday, July 31 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Monday: After the transaction of any 
morning business (not to extend beyond 1 hour), Senate 
will resume consideration of S. 3711, Gulf of Mexico En-
ergy Security Act, with a vote on the motion to invoke 
cloture thereon to occur at 5:30 p.m. 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

2 p.m., Wednesday, September 6 

House Chamber 

Program for Wednesday: To be announced. 
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