E1760

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

FERC. This provision flies in the face of the
Coastal Zone Management Act. CZMA is a
unique partnership between coastal States
and the Federal Government that allows
States to protect their own coastal resources.
This is an especially important law for Connecticut, where the commerce that comes
from the Long Island Sound fishing grounds,
ports and recreational area makes it a $5 billion economic asset. Because our State’s
economy depends on the Long Island Sound,
we believe that the State has the obligation to
protect it from possible environmental harm.
Rather than passing this legislation, we
ought to be reducing our dependence on foreign oil by improving our energy efficiency and
maximizing our domestic energy production in
an environmentally sound way—by investing
in cleaner, more secure energy sources such
as solar, wind, biomass and fuel cell technology. My State of Connecticut is a leader in
fuel cell technology, with several businesses
doing research that is on the cusp of revolutionizing the way our Nation powers its homes,
cars and businesses. This bill should be investing in American small businesses like Proton Energy in Wallingford, Nxegen in Middletown and Danbury’s Fuel Cell Energy—companies that already do over $300 million worth
of fuel cell business and move us closer to
true energy independence.
Mr. Speaker, this bill proposes 20th century
solutions for 21st century energy challenges. It
neglects the realities of a changing world—
that our dependence on foreign oil has real
consequences for our foreign policy, that the
warming of the planet will have a serious impact on the lives of all Americans. It ignores
our entrepreneurial spirit and technological
know-how to develop and harness new forms
of energy. And it ignores the rights of States
to look after the interests of their citizens.
America can do better—and deserves better—than this conference report. I urge my
colleagues to oppose it.
f

INTRODUCING THE TEXAS EDUCATOR RETIREMENT EQUITY ACT

HON. RON PAUL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 6, 2005
Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to introduce
the Texas Educator Retirement Equity Act,
which restores to widowed Texas public
school teachers the means to receive the
same spousal Social Security benefits as
every other American. As I am sure my colleagues are aware, widowed public school
employees in Texas, like public employees
throughout the Nation, have their spousal Social Security benefits reduced if they receive a
government pension. This ‘‘Government Pension Offset’’ affects Texas teachers who work
in school districts that do not participate in Social Security and even applies if the teacher in
question worked all the quarters necessary to
qualify for full Social Security benefits either
before or after working in the public school
system!
Until last year, Texas schoolteachers could
qualify for full widow benefits by working one
day in a school that participates in Social Security. Unfortunately, last year Congress took
that option away from Texas teachers.
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One consequence of this action is that
many teachers have taken early retirement
while others have been discouraged from entering teaching. Thus, the victims of this action
are not only Texas teachers, but also Texas
school children who are denied access to
quality teachers.
Passing the Texas Educator Retirement Equity Act is a good first step toward treating
teachers fairly. Of course, I remain committed
to working to pass H.R. 147, the Social Security Fairness Act that repeals both the Government Pension Offset and the Windfall Elimination Provision, another provision that denies
public employees full Social Security benefits.
Congress should also be encouraging good
people to enter the education profession by
passing my Teacher Tax Cut Act (H.R. 402)
that provides every teacher with a $1,000 tax
credit, as well as my Professional Educators
Tax Relief Act (H.R. 405) that provides a
$1,000 tax credit to counselors, librarians, and
all school personnel.
In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join me in enabling Texas teachers
to obtain the Social Security benefits for which
they would be eligible if they were not teachers by cosponsoring the Texas Educator Retirement Equity Act.
f

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT TO MEET IMMEDIATE NEEDS ARISING FROM
THE CONSEQUENCES OF HURRICANE KATRINA, 2005
SPEECH OF

HON. RON KIND
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 2, 2005
Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, the destruction of
Hurricane Katrina and the massive flooding of
the city of New Orleans and surrounding areas
have created a national tragedy that is unprecedented in U.S. history. The resulting humanitarian crisis and the horror that has developed
in the streets of New Orleans are both appalling and unacceptable. Our national response
must be equal to the need of the victims, and
although emergency responders and relief
workers on the frontlines are working around
the clock to do everything they can, immediate
Federal efforts were inadequate.
However, despite this grave tragedy, I am
confident that together we will overcome the
challenges ahead to help our brothers and sisters of the city of New Orleans and the impacted Gulf region. For the victims and their
families, know that your country grieves with
you, and we stand with you in this time of
need. Be assured that help is on the way.
President Bush has told the Nation that the
government will commit all the necessary resources, and we in Congress are working hard
to make sure Federal aid is delivered and victims are helped. In the last few days thousands of National Guard troops, including 475
Wisconsin soldiers, have been deployed to the
Gulf States to provide assistance and security
to the region. Today, Congress will pass what
is likely a first installment of emergency aid for
the ravaged areas.
The national community is rallying in other
ways as many local communities and volunteers are organizing fundraising drives and
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other relief projects. I have heard from many
constituents who want to know how they can
help and who are already assisting in local efforts. The people of western Wisconsin have
consistently demonstrated their generosity in
times of crisis and once again they are answering the call of compassion.
There is a lot of work to do in the days,
weeks and months ahead, but we will not stop
until we have found a safe haven for every citizen, provided the necessary medical care to
the weak and ailing, and attended to the
needs of all victims of this awful tragedy. May
our hearts, thoughts, aid, and support continue
to be with the victims and their loved ones
over the Labor Day weekend and throughout
the relief and reconstruction process.
f

RECOGNIZING THE COMMUNITY OF
ALMA, KANSAS

HON. JERRY MORAN
OF KANSAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 6, 2005
Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the community of Alma,
Kansas for the successful revitalization of the
Alma Creamery.
Beginning in 1946, this town of 762 people
was identified by the presence of the Alma
Creamery, famous for producing delicious
Alma Cheese. Bernie Hansen, a pioneer in the
development of value-added foods, furthered
this tradition when he purchased the company
in 1986. Bernie developed the company and
sold it more than a decade later. Unfortunately, the creamery then closed in 2000. This
was a setback to the community of Alma. And
for more than 3 years, the production plant lay
dormant. However, during this time, Alvin
Kahle and Jim Ferguson, two longtime employees, did something great. On their own initiative, they regularly cleaned up and maintained the plant with the hope that one day it
would reopen.
Their hopes were fulfilled in October of 2003
when former owner Bernie Hansen purchased
the plant at an auction. Bernie quickly rehired
Alvin and Jim. He also asked Linda Craghead,
who serves part-time as Wabaunsee County
economic development director, to serve as
general manager of the company. In addition,
more than one million dollars was invested in
equipment, facilities and personnel.
On April 28, 2004, the hopes of Bernie,
Linda, Alvin, Jim and the entire community
were realized. On that day, the first batch of
hand-made Alma Cheese was produced in a
completely remodeled plant. Since the plant
reopened, this delicious product has been attracting more and more customers. The company’s workforce has expanded from 5 to 15
employees in order to keep up with increasing
demand.
According to Bernie Hansen, the company’s
growth is the result of an inspired team effortt
‘‘The renewed success of Alma Creamery can
be attributed to a hard working staff, a supportive community and a trusted brand name
widely-recognized across the state of Kansas,’’ Hansen said.
For rural communities to survive and prosper into the future, citizens must be willing to
create their own opportunities for success.
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The revitalization of Alma Creamery is an example of how hard work, innovation, professional management and community support
can create just such an opportunity.
Citizens throughout Kansas are working together to enhance the quality of life in their
communities. Alma Creamery is a success
story that demonstrates how teamwork and
creative thinking can make a positive difference in rural America.
f

WEST VIRGINIA RESPONSE TO
HURRICANE KATRINA

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II
OF WEST VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 6, 2005
Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of all
West Virginians, our thoughts and prayers are
with the countless many whose lives were disrupted by Hurricane Katrina. We extend our
hope that families will be reunited, lives will
continue to be saved and, in time, homes and
towns will be rebuilt.
Once again, when it mattered most, West
Virginians have risen to the occasion. Hurricane Katrina dealt us a big blow last week,
and reaction to this disaster will probably be
analyzed long after our people have recovered
and our cities have been reconstructed. But it
is with great certainty that I tell you no one will
question the swift reaction of West Virginia,
among the first states to roll up its sleeves
and roll out its resources.
West Virginia has had its share of devastating floods in recent years and has
learned how to rapidly organize its agencies
following an emergency. Because of this, we
were able to mobilize quickly in response to
the calls of help from the governors.
Three West Virginia Air National Guard C–
130 cargo planes flew in 200 evacuees from
New Orleans late Saturday and early Sunday.
Most of these evacuees are now housed at
the Camp Dawson Army Training Site in Preston County. As of Monday morning, five C–
130 Hercules cargo planes from West Virginia
stand ready in Texas to bring back about 400
evacuees from the Houston Astrodome.
Six crews from our State’s Air National
Guard—four from the Charleston-based 130th
Airlift Wing, which just two weeks ago was
saved from the chopping block by the BRAC
Commission, and two from the Martinsburgbased 167th Airlift Wing—have been sent to
aid storm victims.
In addition to these ongoing National Guard
efforts, our Secretary of Military Affairs and
Public Safety Jim Spears, the National Guard
and the State Police continue to work directly
with the homeland security officials in Texas,
Louisiana, and Mississippi on formulating an
action plan to assist victims who have lost
their homes and are in desperate need of a
place to stay.
Our citizens, too, have wasted no time in
pitching in. They never do.
Marshall University has waived all application and late fees for students displaced by
Hurricane Katrina who wish to take classes
during the fall semester.
Marshall students, faculty and staff have
begun making plans for a relief effort for victims of Katrina. Thunder Relief 2005 will be a
joint effort in response to the devastation from
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the disaster in Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi
and Florida. All donations raised from the effort will go to the American Red Cross. And at
the medical school, Dr. Robert B. Walker is
serving as a liaison officer for any medical
personnel in hurricane-stricken areas who
need to get Marshall’s assistance in transferring patients or providing medical or other required public health resources.
In my hometown of Beckley, West Virginia,
the Beckley Christian Ministerial Alliance,
spearheaded by the Rev. David F. Allen, is
collecting donations from area congregations
through the month of September, with a presentation of the donations to the Red Cross
scheduled for September 30.
There are other countless community and
individual efforts going on across our state:
Fish fries, barbecues and spaghetti dinners in
small towns, bucket brigades at stoplights, donations from widows on fixed budgets, from
children with piggy-banks full of carefully
saved pennies. A drop in the bucket might
only be a drop, but when it’s all added up, our
residents are giving a little hope to those who
need it the most.
As a West Virginian, I am proud of the way
both our State leaders and residents have responded to this disaster. Like any good neighbor, they opened their doors and their hearts
to those in need. Our friends to the South can
count on West Virginia.

supporting the Defense Language Institute
and Naval Postgraduate School. Monterey is
the center of a thriving regional tourism economy. Its convention center, Window on the
Bay Park, Aquarium, and coastal recreation
trail all draw and enrich visitors from at home
and abroad. And the City of Monterey is a national model for the participation of its citizens
in neighborhood preservation and enhancement. All of these trends, and many others,
have Dan Albert’s quiet leadership at their
center. It is a legacy that has made a permanent mark on Monterey.
Mayor Albert retired after 37 years from his
position as teacher at Monterey High School.
During his time at Monterey High he coached
the Monterey High varsity football team for 23
years. Mayor Albert and his wife, Joanne, are
lifetime residents of the city and both attended
Monterey High School. They have four grown
children and ten grandchildren.
Finally, I want to mention something that is
not often said of politicians. Danny Albert is
polite. He is always gracious; always friendly.
He treats all those around him with dignity, respect and a charming humor. Which is not to
say that he doesn’t fight hard for his city. As
a former football coach, he knows how to
block, tackle, and score touchdowns for Monterey. But he does so with a style that preserves the conversation and promotes mutual
respect and comity.

f

f

IN HONOR OF MAYOR DAN ALBERT

TRIBUTE TO A LEADER, GEN.
JOHN W. HANDY, COMMANDER,
U.S.
TRANSPORTATION
COMMAND AND AIR MOBILITY COMMAND

HON. SAM FARR
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 6, 2005
Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, there is a rumor in
Monterey, California, that when the Portola expedition arrived there in June, 1770, Mayor
Dan Albert was there to welcome them to the
City. Mayor Albert has served the people of
Monterey for so long that we forget that there
was a time when he was not part of local government. He and his wife Joanne are also
dear friends to me and my wife Shary. So I
rise today to honor not only a public servant
of the highest caliber, but also a friend of
many years.
Dan Albert is serving his tenth two-year
term as Mayor of Monterey. He has held the
position of Mayor longer than anyone in
Monterey’s 225 year history. Mayor Albert was
elected to the City Council in 1979 and elected Mayor in 1986. Prior to that time, he
served on the City of Monterey Parks and
Recreation Commission for several years. He
is a former member and Chair of the Local
Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO), the
one local position that he and I have both
held.
But length of service is not everything, as
my colleagues know. The value to a community comes through what it continues to receive from its longstanding public officials. By
that measure, Dan Albert is worth his weight
in gold. When first elected to the City Council,
Monterey was in the economic doldrums. The
fishing industry had disappeared, the tourism
industry was weak and the military economic
activity was being continually threatened.
What a difference 25 years of real leadership
makes. The BRAC Commission just reaffirmed
the indispensable role that Monterey plays in
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HON. JIM SAXTON
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 6, 2005
Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
and privilege today to pay tribute to a leader
and warrior, GEN John W. Handy, Commander, United States Transportation Command, USTRANSCOM, and Commander, Air
Mobility Command, AMC. General Handy is
retiring after honorably serving this great Nation for over 38 years. It has been a distinguished career.
General Handy was commissioned in the
U.S. Air Force in 1967 and received his pilot
wings in 1968. He has accumulated over
5,000 hours piloting just about every mobility
aircraft in the U.S. Air Force, to include the C–
7A Caribou, the C–130 Hercules, the C–141
Starlifter, the C–37 Gulfstream V, the C–9
Nightingale, the KC–10 Extender, and the Nation’s newest mobility airlifter, the C–17
Globemaster III. His hands-on performance,
sound judgment, and expertise made him an
exceptional Air Force leader.
General Handy commanded the 21st Air
Force at McGuire Air Force Base. He created
and commanded AMC’s Tanker Airlift Control
Center. He also commanded two airlift wings
and a maintenance squadron. He previously
served as the Director of Operations and Logistics for USTRANSCOM; the Air Force’s Director of Programs and Evaluations; the Deputy Chief of Staff, Installations and Logistics,
Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Washington, DC;
and Vice Chief of Staff, Headquarters U.S. Air
Force, Washington, DC. It is clear and widely
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