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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. EMERSON).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 9, 2005.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JO ANN
EMERSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

The Reverend David F. Allen, Pastor,
Welcome Baptist Church, Beckley,
West Virginia, offered the following
prayer:

Almighty God, creator of the uni-
verse and maker of this free and great
Nation in which we live, it is once
again that a few of Your humble serv-
ants have come before Your throne in
prayer. We come first of all to ask
Your divine forgiveness for all of our
transgressions, and to thank You for
how You have blessed and showed favor
to the United States of America.

Heavenly Father, we pray that You
would forever keep us mindful of what
the scripture says, ‘‘Righteousness
exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach
to any people.”

Great Jehovah, we ask You to bless
all of our leaders, and we ask special
blessings upon this 109th Congress.
Lord, give them great wisdom to deal
with hindsight as well as a super-
natural ability to deal with foresight.

God, lead us in the paths that You
would have us to go and direct Con-
gress in every decision that they must
make.

Father, we will gladly give Your
name the praise for being so good to us,

hearing us, and granting our many pe-
titions. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PENCE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING THE REVEREND
DAVID F. ALLEN

(Mr. RAHALL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, it is
indeed a high honor for me to rise
today to introduce our guest chaplain,
the Reverend David F. Allen, Pastor of
the Welcome Baptist Church, located
in my Third Congressional District in
my hometown of Beckley, West Vir-
ginia.

Pastor Allen was born and raised in
Greenstown, West Virginia, and is one
of eight children raised by his mother,
a single parent. He was educated in the
Fayette County public school system
and holds several teaching certificates
and certifications through the National
Baptist Convention.

Pastor Allen received his call to the
preaching ministry at the age of 14,
and since that time he has actively

pursued his calling. He has been the
Pastor of Welcome Baptist Church for
the past 12 years.

Pastor Allen is the Vice Moderator
and District Missionary of the Winding
Gulf District Association. He has
served as Supply Minister to many
area churches and does extensive work
in the evangelistic field.

Pastor Allen is also the founding
Bishop of Tsidkenu Ministries, a State-
chartered outreach ministry. In addi-
tion, Pastor Allen is the President of
the Christian Ministers Alliance of
Beckley, West Virginia, and vicinity.

He is married to Gloria J. Allen, who
is with us today, and they are the
proud parents of five children and
grandparents to five grandchildren.
Pastor Allen states that he is a God-
called, spirit-filled preacher of God’s
Word.

Madam Speaker, again it is an honor
for me to introduce and welcome to the
U.S. House of Representatives the Rev-
erend David F. Allen, Pastor of the
Welcome Baptist Church in Beckley,
West Virginia, to deliver our opening
prayer. Thank you.

———

MTV’s PROGRAMMING HURTS KIDS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, it seems
that Music Television plays a lot more
than music these days. From reality
TV to tasteless dramas, MTV has be-
come one of cable’s largest purveyors
of smut.

A report released by the Parents Tel-
evision Council found that the level of
sex and foul language on MTV is far
higher than anything found on adult-
targeted television. The report says
that children watching MTV view an
average of nine sexual scenes, 18 sexual
depictions and 17 instances of sexual
dialogue and innuendo per hour.
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A study done by RAND last year
shows that kids this age often adopt
the sexual behaviors and attitudes of
their favorite TV characters. By glam-
orizing drug and alcohol abuse, sexual
promiscuity and violent behavior, MTV
lies to our Kkids. Instead of making
them cool, MTV is often harming our
kids.

Many say this is no big deal, but they
are wrong. MTV reaches 73 percent of
boys, 78 percent of girls ages 12 to 19.
That is why this study and this report
are so disturbing and so important.

——
IRAQ OIL PROCEEDS

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker,
prior to invading Iraq, looking for
weapons of mass destruction, this ad-
ministration looked the other way at
illegal shipments of Iraqi oil to Jordan,
Syria and Turkey, which earned at
least $8.5 billion for Saddam Hussein’s
regime. Now the administration cannot
account for an additional $9 billion
from Iraqi oil proceeds which was sup-
posed to go to help the Iraqi people.

While Congress busies itself about
how $2 billion was illegally diverted to
Saddam from the U.N.’s Oil-For-Food
Program, it would also be instructive
to find out why it was apparently ad-
ministration policy to let Saddam Hus-
sein earn four times that amount
through illegal oil shipments.

Before Congress gives another $80 bil-
lion for the war in Iraq, the American
people would find it instructive for
Congress to ask what happened with
the unaccounted-for $9 billion which
also came from Iraq oil proceeds.

Madam Speaker, before the war, Iraq
was about oil. As the war continues, it
is about billions in unaccounted-for oil
revenues which the U.S. had custody
of, responsibility for; and now nobody
knows nothing.

———

MODERNIZING SOCIAL SECURITY

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, 1 week
ago in this Chamber the President of
the United States began a national
conversation about modernizing Social
Security. I think there are a few things
every American needs to know about
Social Security reform.

First and foremost, if you are over
the age of 55, Social Security reform
will not affect you.

Secondly, to every working family,
small business and family farm, we will
bring about this reform without raising
payroll taxes on working Americans.

The third thing we need to know is,
the current system cannot afford to
pay promised benefits to younger
workers, so we have to bring the new
and powerful idea of personal retire-
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ment accounts to give Americans the
opportunity to make the same amount
of dollars work harder for them in the
future.

President Franklin Roosevelt, on
January 17, 1935, said in a speech to
Congress about Social Security that its
second wave would be ‘‘compulsory,
contributory annuities which in time
will establish a self-supporting system
for those now young and for future gen-
erations.” President Roosevelt’s vision
for Social Security was right for the
20th century, and his second vision is
right for the 21st.

————
$750 BILLION “ROUNDING ERROR”

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, we
have all done it. We all make mistakes.
They are unavoidable. Yesterday we
learned that the White House budget
made a tiny little mistake, a $750 bil-
lion ‘“‘rounding error.”

According to the President’s budget,
the new Medicare prescription drug
benefit is now going to cost the tax-
payers $1.2 trillion, not the $400 billion
they told us just last year. That is
quite a difference from last year when
the White House budget director, the
man responsible for the money, assured
everybody, ‘‘The Congressional Budget
Office estimate for the prescription
drug bill was and remains $395 billion.”’

And lest we forget, last year during
debate on the Medicare benefit, our
distinguished colleague, the gentle-
woman from Connecticut (Mrs. JOHN-
SON), chairman of a House sub-
committee on Ways and Means, ‘I am
pleased that the President has pro-
posed to strengthen Medicare with a
$400 billion plan which adds prescrip-
tion drug coverage.”

Well, the joke is on the taxpayers
and the senior citizens of America.
Rather than funding $400 billion, it is a
$1.2 trillion ‘“‘rounding error.” What is
worse, this mammoth new program
does nothing to reduce the cost of pre-
scription drugs. We need reimportation
legislation to deal with the afford-
ability and cost of prescription drugs.

These are the same individuals who
are now trying to sell Americans on
their fix for Social Security.

————

SOCIAL SECURITY NEEDS
BIPARTISAN REFORM

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker,
last week the Democrats booed when
the President laid out his plan for So-
cial Security. I promise one thing: I
will not boo when and if they lay out
their plan.

I welcome the Democrats’ ideas on
Social Security. I think it is very im-
portant to make a bipartisan reform.
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We need to protect and preserve Social
Security not just for the next election,
but for the next generation. I beg my
Democrat colleagues to put a plan on
the table. We will not boo. We will look
at it and take the best of your ideas
and combine them with the best ideas
of the Senate, the House and the White
House.

We all seem to agree, in the year
2018, more money will be going out of
the trust fund than is going in. We all
agree in the year 2042, if we do not
whack benefits 27 percent, the program
will be going bankrupt. We all agree
that in the 1950s, there were 16 workers
for every one retiree, and today there
are 3.3 workers for every retiree. And
we all know this because the Demo-
crats participate in the Federal Em-
ployee Thrift Savings accounts, which
allow them to choose interest-earning
accounts similar to the personal ac-
counts the President has proposed.

Madam Speaker, I again ask the
Democrats, Please put your ideas on
the table; we will not boo.

————
HONORING RALPH LOPEZ

(Mr. CUELLAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the many ac-
complishments of Ralph Lopez as the
sheriff of Bexar County. Sheriff Lopez
was reelected to serve the people of
Bexar County for a fourth term this
past November, 2004. He has dutifully
served the people as sheriff since 1993,
and continues to excel as one of Bexar
County’s most memorable sheriffs.

Before serving as sheriff, he was a
decorated member of the San Antonio
Police Department for 35 years, and
was a cofounder of the Crime Stoppers
Program in 1983.

While a member of the San Antonio
Police Department, Sheriff Lopez
worked towards receiving a bachelor’s
degree and a master’s degree from St.
Mary’s University in San Antonio.

Since the early 1990s, Sheriff Lopez
has received numerous awards, includ-
ing the Outstanding Political Service
Award from the Texas Public Workers
Association in 1996 and the Barbara
Jordan Award for Excellence in Public
Service in 1995.

Along with his many accomplish-
ments for the people of Bexar County,
Sheriff Lopez has been married to his
lovely wife, Nancy, for 46 years. I ask
that we honor Sheriff Lopez, who ex-
emplifies what is the best of San Anto-
nio.

———

YUCCA MOUNTAIN PROJECT
RIDDLED WITH PROBLEMS

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today in strong opposition to the
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$651 million included in the President’s
budget for the Yucca Mountain project.
An increase in funds for the Yucca
project that is consistently riddled
with problems is ridiculous.

Last year the Department of Energy
faced insurmountable hurdles it was
unable to overcome, resulting in its
failure to submit its license applica-
tion on time. The second highest court
in the United States ruled that the
Yucca Mountain radiation standards
were inadequate to protect the health
and safety of the American people and
that the EPA knowingly ignored the
scientists’ recommendations. We are
talking about the harmful effects of ra-
diation being underestimated by a
mere 290,000 years.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
to its credit, refused to rubber-stamp
an electronic database required for 1li-
censing the Yucca repository, and ex-
pressed serious concerns about the lack
of information supplied in the license
application.

Instead of dumping even more money
into a $9 billion hole in the Nevada
desert, we should be investing in clean,
renewable energy sources and moving
toward energy independence. Instead,
the President is slashing critical fund-
ing for renewable energy while adding
$651 million to the Yucca Mountain de-
bacle.

Fraud, waste and abuse in govern-

ment, look at the Yucca Mountain
project. It is the poster child.
————
J 1015

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
EMERSON) laid before the House the fol-
lowing resignation from the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 8, 2005.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER HASTERT: Effective imme-
diately I am resigning my position on the
House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee.

It has been a pleasure to serve on the Com-
mittee, and I will continue to support the
Committee to achieve its legislative goals.
However, because of my recent appointment
to the House Financial Services Committee
and the House Homeland Security Com-
mittee as well as my continued service on
the House Resources Committee, it is nec-
essary for me to resign from the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for appointing me
to the House Financial Services and Home-
land Security Committees. I look forward to
these new Committee assignments and work-
ing to advance the Majority agenda. Your
help was critical and I greatly appreciate
your effort on my behalf.

Thank you for your support and for accept-
ing my resignation from the House Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee. If you
have any questions, please contact me.

Sincerely,
STEVAN PEARCE,
Member of Congress.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

————

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT
REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion from the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 8, 2005.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Office of the Speaker,
U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I respectfully resign
from the Committee on Government Reform,
effective immediately.

Sincerely,
KATHERINE HARRIS,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

———————

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO COM-
MITTEE ON HOMELAND SECU-
RITY

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker, by
direction of the Republican Conference,
I offer a privileged resolution (H. Res.
73) and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 73

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of
Representatives (with previously elected
members restated for the purpose of rank-
ing):

Committee on Homeland Security: Mr.
Young of Alaska; Mr. Smith of Texas; Mr.
Weldon of Pennsylvania; Mr. Shays; Mr.
King of New York; Mr. Linder; Mr. Souder;
Mr. Tom Davis of Virginia; Mr. Lungren; Mr.
Gibbons; Mr. Simmons; Mr. Rogers of Ala-
bama; Mr. Pearce; Ms. Harris; Mr. Jindal;
Mr. Reichert; Mr. McCaul; and Mr. Dent.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on each motion to suspend the
rules on which a recorded vote or the
yeas or nays are ordered, or on which
the vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Any record vote on postponed ques-
tions will be taken later today.

———

EXPRESSING SENSE OF CONGRESS
THAT DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE CONTINUE TO EXERCISE
ITS AUTHORITY SUPPORTING AC-
TIVITIES OF BOY SCOUTS OF
AMERICA

Mr. HEFLEY. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
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the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
6) expressing the sense of the Congress
that the Department of Defense should
continue to exercise its statutory au-
thority to support the activities of the
Boy Scouts of America, in particular
the periodic national and world Boy
Scout Jamborees.
The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 6

Whereas the Boy Scouts of America was in-
corporated on February 8, 1910, and received
a Federal charter on June 15, 1916, which is
currently codified as chapter 309 of title 36,
United States Code;

Whereas section 30902 of title 36, United
States Code, states that it is the purpose of
the Boy Scouts of America to promote,
through organization, and cooperation with
other agencies, the ability of boys to do
things for themselves and others, to train
them in scoutcraft, and to teach them patri-
otism, courage, self-reliance, and kindred
virtues;

Whereas, since its inception, millions of
Americans of every race, creed, and religion
have participated in the Boy Scouts, and the
Boy Scouts of America, as of October 1, 2004,
utilizes more than 1,200,000 adult volunteers
to serve 2,863,000 youth members organized
in 121,051 units;

Whereas the Department of Defense and
members of the Armed Forces have a long
history of supporting the activities of the
Boy Scouts of America and individual Boy
Scout troops inside the United States, and
section 2606 of title 10, United States Code,
enacted in 1988, specifically authorizes the
Department of Defense to cooperate with and
assist the Boy Scouts of America in estab-
lishing and providing facilities and services
for members of the Armed Forces and their
dependents, and civilian employees of the
Department of Defense and their dependents,
at locations outside the United States;

Whereas sections 4682, 7541, and 9682 of title
10, United States Code, authorize the Depart-
ment of Defense to sell and, in certain cases,
donate obsolete or excess material to the
Boy Scouts of America to support its activi-
ties; and

Whereas since Public Law 92-249, enacted
on March 10, 1972, and codified as section 2554
of title 10, United States Code, the Depart-
ment of Defense has been specifically au-
thorized to make military installations
available to, and to provide equipment,
transportation, and other services to, the
Boy Scouts of America to support national
and world gatherings of Boy Scouts at events
known as Boy Scout Jamborees: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of the
Congress that the Department of Defense
should continue to exercise its long-standing
statutory authority to support the activities
of the Boy Scouts of America, in particular
the periodic national and world Boy Scout
Jamborees.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. HEFLEY) and the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BUTTERFIELD) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Colorado (Mr. HEFLEY).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HEFLEY. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the concurrent resolution
under consideration.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. HEFLEY. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, once again we find
the Boy Scouts of America under at-
tack from the American Civil Liberties
Union. This time the ACLU has set its
sights on the Department of Defense,
challenging its longstanding support of
the Boy Scouts.

In 1999 the ACLU of Illinois sued the
DOD, the Department of Housing and
Urban Development, and the Chicago
Board of Education for sponsoring Boy
Scout programs because participation
in Boy Scouts includes an oath to God.
Ultimately, the Chicago Board of Edu-
cation suspended its sponsorship of
scouting activities, and on Tuesday,
November 16, 2004, the Department of
Defense agreed to issue a worldwide di-
rective to all its military facilities
that the Department and its personnel
may not sponsor Boy Scout units in an
official manner.

Madam Speaker, it is already the pol-
icy of the Department of Defense not
to sponsor any private non-Federal or-
ganization including the Boy Scouts of
America. The Department does, how-
ever, provide support to the Boy Scouts
with use of bases and facilities and do-
nations and the use of surplus equip-
ment.

Currently, the DOD spends $2 million
every 4 years to prepare Fort A.P. Hill,
a Virginia military base, for the Boy
Scouts’ national jamboree. The Depart-
ment also makes an annual allocation
of $100,000 to support Boy Scout units
on military bases overseas and another
$100,000 to improve Boy Scout prop-
erties such as summer camps. This sup-
port, and not the Department’s spon-
sorship, asserts the ACLU, is in viola-
tion of the establishment clause of the
first amendment to the Constitution,
and is the basis for the lawsuit.

However, since March 10, 1972, the
Department of Defense has been spe-
cifically authorized to make military
installations available to, and to pro-
vide equipment, transportation, and
other services to the Boy Scouts of
America in support of national and
world gathering, including events like
their jamborees. The Department has
also been given authority under title 10
of the U.S. Code to sell and in certain
cases donate obsolete or excess mate-
rial to the Boy Scouts.

While the Pentagon’s directive will
not impair their continued support for
the Boy Scouts, the ACLU lawsuit
quite frankly threatens it. Since its in-
ception, millions of Americans of every
race, creed, and religion have partici-
pated in the Boy Scouts of America. As
of October 1, 2004, the Boy Scouts uti-
lize more than 1.2 million adult volun-
teers to serve 2.863 million youth mem-
bers organized in 121,061 units. With
the help of agencies like the Depart-
ment of Defense, many of these fine
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young men have gone on to become no-
table world figures. Let me give some
examples: Neil Armstrong, Hank
Aaron, Sam Walton, President Gerald
Ford. And this is just a few.

Madam Speaker, the traditions of the
Boy Scouts have been under attack for
years by liberal groups. The DOD has
been authorized to support the Boy
Scouts for over 30 years, and any move
to threaten this relationship is simply
unconscionable. My resolution encour-
ages the DOD to continue to exercise
its statutory authority in its long-
standing and successful relationship
with the Boy Scouts of America.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HEFLEY. Madam Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
DUNCAN).

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
in strong support of this resolution,
and I want, first of all, to commend the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. HEFLEY)
for introducing this resolution.

The Boy Scouts emphasize God and
family and country, and I will tell the
Members this: there are many fine
charitable religious and civic organiza-
tions in this country, but I do not see
how there could be any that are finer
than the Boy Scouts of America.

I spent 7% years as a criminal court
judge before I came to Congress, trying
felony criminal cases. I was told on the
first day that I was judge that 98 per-
cent of the defendants in felony cases
came from broken homes. I went
through 10,000 cases in that time, and I
read thousands of times reports saying
defendant’s father left home when the
defendant was 2 and never returned, de-
fendant’s father left home to get a
pack of cigarettes and never came
back. And I know that many out-
standing people come from broken
homes, but I also know that there are
many young boys growing up in this
country today without a good male
role model in their lives.

In fact, I remember one Friday after-
noon going to National Airport after
one of the horrible school shootings
that we had in another part of the
country where a junior high school boy
had shot up a school, and the national
head of the YMCA was on the CBS na-
tional news saying that children were
being neglected in this country today
like never before. I do not know if that
is true and I hope it is not, but cer-
tainly it is an epidemic-type problem
that the Boy Scouts are in the fore-
front of working against, of fighting, of
trying to make sure that boys are
growing up with good male role models
and are growing up with good guidance
in their lives and are not being ne-
glected as never before like the na-
tional head of the YMCA said.

Also, the gentleman from Colorado
mentioned the ACLU. I know in the
lead case brought by the ACLU, they
received $690,000 in 1legal fees and
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$160,000 in court costs, $950,000 from the
taxpayers. The gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. HOSTETTLER) has introduced a bill
to not make the taxpayers pay those
types of legal fees. We should pass that
type of bill.

But above all, the first good start is
to pass this resolution, and I urge my
colleagues to support this resolution
and express our very strong support for
one of the most outstanding organiza-
tions in this country today, the Boy
Scouts of America.

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent to control the
time of the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) in his ab-
sence.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Today I rise in support of the resolu-
tion introduced by the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. HEFLEY), my good friend.
I wholeheartedly endorse this resolu-
tion, which expresses the sense of Con-
gress that the Department of Defense
should continue to provide assistance
and support to one of America’s most
treasured institutions, the Boy Scouts
of America.

The Boy Scouts of America is one of
the finest organizations in our country.
Countless young men have learned the
values of God, home, and country as
young scouts, and the Boy Scout
motto, ‘“Be Prepared,” has inspired
generations of youths to prepare for
and lead full and productive lives.

One of the most significant lessons
taught by the Boy Scouts is the impor-
tance of being a patriotic American. To
call into question the status of the Boy
Scout organization and potentially de-
prive young men who are military de-
pendents of the opportunity to partici-
pate in Boy Scout troops on their mili-
tary bases, is an absolute shame.

I was fortunate as a boy, as a lad, to
join the Boy Scouts when I was grow-
ing. I still remember how proud my
mother and my father were when I at-
tained the rank of Eagle Scout. I re-
member it as if it were yesterday. The
sponsor of my Eagle Scout class was
Dr. Milton Eisenhower, and as I mount-
ed the podium with the other branded
Eagle Scouts and a rose was handed to
me, which I was to hand to my mother,
which I did, and Dr. Eisenhower, after
hearing my name called off, my first
name being Ike, he leaned over to me,
shook hands with me, and said, ‘“That
is what they used to call me, Ike.” So
evidently all the Eisenhower boys were
called by that name.

Madam Speaker, later I was an as-
sistant scout master. I later was the
cub master of a cub troop in my home-
town. I am enormously proud of our
family who also participated in the
scouting program, one of our sons of
course being an Eagle Scout. I am hon-
ored to have continued the association
with Boy Scouts of America to today.
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So I call on my colleagues to join us
in voting for this concurrent resolu-
tion, for standing up for the young
men, Boy Scouts of America, who are
really the future leaders of our coun-
try.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. HEFLEY. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
SKELTON) knows firsthand the impact
of the Boy Scouts in the lives of a
young boy, and I appreciate very much
his statement.

Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. KING-
STON).

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding me
this time.

I stand in enthusiastic support of H.
Con. Res. 6, which urges the Depart-
ment of Defense to continue to exercise
its statutory authority to support the
activities of Boy Scouts of America,
and particularly letting them have
jamborees on military posts and bases.

When we look at the name Boy
Scout, to call somebody a Boy Scout in
society today, it is a term that omne
would say this guy is squeaky clean.
This is a good kid. This is a hard work-
er. This is somebody who likes his fam-
ily. Indeed, if we step back and see
what the Boy Scout organization is
about, there are strong things of God,
family, and country, which of course
the ACLU cannot stand. The ACLU
seems to wake up in the morning and
look for ways to tear down great insti-
tutions in our society; so it is no won-
der they would again attack another
one, with the Boy Scouts being their
goal.

What do kids learn in Boy Scouts?
The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
DUNCAN) just talked about how it can
help kids who do not have fathers, who
may have had a broken home and a
hard life. What does it teach them? It
teaches them the value of hard work. It
teaches them goal-setting. It teaches
them team effort, community service.
It is open to all. It teaches them re-
spect for one another.

Boy Scouts is a good organization,
and in our society in order for a rep-
resentative democracy to thrive as it
has, we need good civic clubs like Ro-
tary and Kiwanis.
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We need good nonprofit institutions
like the Cancer Society and the Heart
Fund and the United Way. We need
good churches and good synagogues.
But for children, young people growing
up, these things start out with youth
groups at church, 4-H Clubs, Girl
Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, Young Life,
YMCA and, of course, the Boy Scouts.
This is about the United States of
America and developing good citizens.

So I urge the passage of H. Con. Res.
6, so that the Boy Scouts can continue
to have these important jamborees
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that teach the kids so many good in-
structional values as they grow up, and
have these things hosted on military
bases when practical and necessary.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
EMERSON). Without objection, the
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) for
the balance of his time.

There was no objection.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. HEFLEY. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. HOSTETTLER).

(Mr. HOSTETTLER asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HOSTETTLER. Madam Speaker,
I thank the gentleman for yielding me
time.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 6 and America’s
Boy Scouts. Unfortunately, the assault
on the Boy Scouts of America con-
tinues. In the name of tolerance and
acceptance, some would force the De-
partment of Defense to abandon Amer-
ica’s Boy Scouts. Rather than allow
this private organization to continue
receiving support from the Department
of Defense, they would rather compel
the Department of Defense to termi-
nate the relationship between military
families and this important quality-of-
life program.

It is a shame that the U.S. Congress
even has to consider this bill, yet here
we are actually debating whether such
an organization that instills service
and integrity in our Nation’s boys is
worthy of support from the Depart-
ment of Defense.

The Scout’s Law says that Scouts
must be trustworthy, loyal, helpful,
friendly, courteous, kind, obedient,
cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean and rev-
erent. We can only hope that all Amer-
icans would ascribe to such a code of
morality. Imagine the effect on our
culture if all of us resolved to commit
to the Boy Scouts Oath. Rather than
condemn the Boy Scouts for such a
code, this organization deserves our
whole-hearted support.

In closing, Madam Speaker, I urge
the Boy Scouts to remain unwavering
in their principles as expressed in the
Scout Law and Oath. Likewise, I urge
my colleagues to continue to support
this fine organization by voting in
favor of H. Con. Res. 6.

Mr. BUYER. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H. Con. Res. 6, a concurrent
resolution expressing the sense of Congress
that the Department of Defense should con-
tinue to exercise its statutory authority to sup-
port the activities of the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, in particular the periodic national and
world Boy Scout Jamborees.

Title 10 of the United States Code, specifi-
cally authorizes the DOD to make military in-
stallations available to, and to provide equip-
ment, transportation, and other services to, the
Boy Scouts of America to support national and
world gatherings of Boy Scouts at events
known as the Boy Scout Jamboree.

For almost 100 years, the Boy Scouts of
America has given generations of young men
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the tools to become moral, responsible, and
ethical adults. By its actions, the Department
of Defense is not only defying the law, but
also turning its back on these outstanding
young men.

Let me be very clear, the Boy Scouts of
America is the Nation’s foremost youth pro-
gram of character development and values-
based leadership training.

In addition, the Boy Scouts of America of-
fers young people responsible fun an adven-
ture, and in the process, it instills lifetime val-
ues and helps to develop ethical character. It
is also an organization that promotes family
values and service to country.

| urge my colleagues to pass this resolution.

Mr. KLINE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
express my strong support for the Boy Scouts
of America and the right of the Department of
Defense to continue their support of this proud
organization.

The Boy Scouts of America enjoys a long
tradition of excellence. For nearly a century
young men have joined the scouts, and have
come away with essential life skills and char-
acter building experiences. Many of my col-
leagues here today claim alumni status in the
Boy Scouts and credit their scouting experi-
ence in the development of a commitment to
civic responsibility. | am proud to include my-
self in this group. And, | am especially proud
that my son, now a major in the U.S. Army is
an Eagle Scout.

The Department of Defense has long
shared in the support of the Boy Scouts and
their mission of preparing young people to
make ethical and moral choices over their life-
times. Unfortunately, a small group threatens
to put in jeopardy the well-being of this out-
standing organization for the purposes of polit-
ical grandstanding.

| stand today with my colleagues to encour-
age the Department of Defense to continue
their critical support of the Boy Scouts of
America, and protect their constitutional right
to free speech.

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong Support of H. Con. Res. 6 and the Boy
Scouts of America. | would like to thank my
colleague, Representative JOEL HEFLEY, for in-
troducing this important resolution to support
the Boy Scouts of America and their Jam-
borees.

To all Scouts everywhere, | say continue to
live your life according to the Scout law, and
you will find that you will go far in life.

To those adults involved in the Scouts, |
say, thank you. Thank you for your work to
mold young people into fine citizens that will
do great things for our country.

The Scout leaders who teach Scouts about
self respect, self reliance, and the wonders of
our natural world do our nation a great serv-
ice. Without the Boy Scouts and others who
have worked to instill these values in our soci-
ety, many in this institution would not be able
to carry on the hard work to protect our nat-
ural resources and wild lands.

Last Congress, | introduced H.R. 5428
which, if passed, would restore the ability of
our armed forces to directly support Scout
troops and ensure that the Scouts will con-
tinue to have the use of Fort A.P. Hill and the
assistance of our armed forces for its jam-
boree. | intend to work with my colleagues to
introduce similar legislation again in this Con-
gress.

Madam Speaker, | grew up a Boy Scout,
became a Scoutmaster, and watched proudly
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as both my sons became Scouts. | will con-
tinue to protect the Scouts from those that
wish to harm this fine organization.

| urge all of my colleagues to vote for H.
Con. Res. 6.

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, | rise to op-
pose H. Con. Res. 6, a resolution expressing,
the sense of Congress that the Department of
Defense should continue to exercise its statu-
tory authority to support the activities of the
Boy Scouts of America.

| do not oppose the Boy Scouts. However,
| do oppose the Federal Government using its
resources to support an organization that bla-
tantly discriminates against various groups.

As a private organization, the Boy Scouts
may exclude individuals from membership
based on their sexual orientation, religion, or
gender. | disagree with that decision, but it is
their right.

But | oppose a resolution commending any
part of our government—even the Department
of Defense—for supporting the Boy Scouts or
any other organization that promotes active
discrimination.

The author of this resolution may be con-
cerned that courts are calling into question the
appropriateness of the support the Department
of Defense provides to the Boy Scouts. | hope
the courts do move forward to end this explicit
government support of discrimination. We
should do that here in Congress, but instead
my Republican colleagues are trying to hinder
the courts from enforcing civil rights.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, today |
voted against H. Con. Res. 6, because | am
disappointed with the Boy Scouts of America’s
exclusionary policies that prevent gay boys
and teens from participating in scouting. While
the Boy Scouts’ positive work within our Na-
tion’s communities is notable, the message
that the organization sends to gay youth by
shutting them out diminishes its greater goals
of teaching respect, personal honor, and serv-
ice.

It is important to encourage and support all
of our children and by excluding gay youth the
Boy Scouts of America is preventing some
young men from experiencing the positive
benefits Scouting can offer.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, |
have long admired the services of the many
Boy Scout volunteers and have benefited from
the organization myself. It is sad that their
good works have been clouded by a policy
that governs who can participate in the organi-
zation. Until the organization changes that pol-
icy, | do not feel comfortable voting for resolu-
tions such as this.

| look forward to the day the Boy Scouts of
America can better represent their commu-
nities by extending membership to all persons
who abide by the Boy Scout creed.

Mr. FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, | rise in support of H. Con. Res. 6—
Sense of Congress that the Department of De-
fense should continue its support of the Boy
Scouts of America.

| rise as a life-long member of the Scouts,
and a proud Eagle Scout.

This week marks the 95th anniversary of the
incorporation of the Boy Scouts of America.
Madam Speaker, the Boy Scouts stand for
something—they stand for what we want all
young Americans to be.

To be Trustworthy,
Friendly.

There are not many organizations, Madam
Speaker, that stand for the same values and

Loyal, Helpful and
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principles today that they did at the time of
their founding or incorporation. The Boy
Scouts of America are not an organization that
has changed its core values in order to main-
tain a sense of political correctness in an age
of vanishing values.

There are not many organizations that exist
today, like the Boy Scouts of America that are
willing to stand up and tell young men that
they should strive to be:

Courteous, Kind, Obedient, Cheerful,

Thrifty, Brave, Clean and Reverent.

Those are the principles of the Boy Scout
Law. And it is my sense, and | believe the
sense of my constituents and those of the rest
of America, that Congress continue to support
the Boy Scouts of America.

The Boy Scouts will be gathering this sum-
mer at Fort A.P. Hill in Virginia, and Congress
should resolve to encourage in strong terms
that the Department of Defense continue its
support of the Scouts today, for the coming
national jamboree, and in the future.

Mr. HEFLEY. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time, and
encourage everyone to support this res-
olution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
HEFLEY) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 6.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. HEFLEY. Madam Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

on

———

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEES OF
THE HOUSE

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam Speaker, by
direction of the Democratic Caucus, I
offer a privileged resolution (H. Res. 74)
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 74

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers and Delegates be and are hereby elected
to the following standing committees of the
House of Representatives:

(1) COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET.—Ms.
Schwartz of Pennsylvania (to rank imme-
diately after Mr. Cuellar).

(2) COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY.—Mr.
Smith of Washington, Mr. Van Hollen.

(3) COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY.—
Ms. Loretta Sanchez of California, Mr. Mar-
key, Mr. Dicks, Ms. Harman, Mr. DeFazio,
Mrs. Lowey, Ms. Norton, Ms. Zoe Lofgren of
California, Ms. Jackson-Lee of Texas, Mr.
Pascrell, Mrs. Christensen, Mr. Etheridge,
Mr. Langevin, Mr. Meek of Florida.

(4) COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS OF OFFICIAL
CONDUCT.—Mrs. Jones of Ohio, Mr. Gene
Green of Texas, Ms. Roybal-Allard, Mr.
Doyle.

The resolution was agreed to.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

HONORING THE TUSKEGEE
AIRMEN

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the concurrent resolution
(H. Con. Res. 26) honoring the Tuskegee
Airmen for their bravery in fighting for
our freedom in World War II, and for
their contribution in creating an inte-
grated United States Air Force.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 26

Whereas the United States is currently
combating terrorism around the world and is
highly dependent on the global reach and
presence provided by the Air Force;

Whereas these operations require the high-
est skill and devotion to duty from all Air
Force personnel involved;

Whereas the Tuskegee Airmen proved that
such skill and devotion, and not skin color,
are the determining factors in aviation;

Whereas the Tuskegee Airmen served hon-
orably in the Second World War struggle
against global fascism; and

Whereas the example of the Tuskegee Air-
men has encouraged millions of Americans
of every race to pursue careers in air and
space technology: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of
Congress that the United States Air Force
should continue to honor and learn from the
example provided by the Tuskegee Airmen as
it faces the challenges of the 21st century
and the war on terror.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. ROGERS) and the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BUTTERFIELD) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks on H. Con. Res. 26.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, in March of 1942,
five young men at a rural Army airbase
in Tuskegee, Alabama, graduated from
aviation cadet class in the Army Air
Corps. These men, like other World
War II fighter pilots, accepted extraor-
dinary risks to carry out their mis-
sions. They were brave and patriotic.
Hailing from towns and cities across
America, these young soldiers came to
Tuskegee, Alabama, with the dream of
serving our Nation in the air. They
would graduate with honors as cap-
tains and lieutenants.

From 1942 to 1946, 992 fighter pilots
would graduate from this rural Army
airbase in central Alabama. Their mis-
sions would be over enemy territory in
Italy and North Africa, some of the
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most challenging assignments of the
war, and some of them would not re-
turn. Yet many did. Those who did sur-
vive those battles lived to claim un-
precedented records of success and high
honors for their bravery.

But we all know World War II was
not their only battle. These proud sol-
diers, the Tuskegee Airmen, were the
first African Americans ever to serve
our Nation as Army fighter pilots.
They were true leaders, men who bat-
tled our enemies oversees while fight-
ing bigotry and racism at home.

Madam Speaker, as we debate today’s
resolution honoring the Tuskegee Air-
men, we will hear of their struggles.
We will hear their stories of being
turned away at the officers’ clubs be-
cause of their race, and we will hear of
the prejudices they faced overseas.

Yet they did not give up. They per-
severed, and along with others from
our greatest generation, joined with
our allies across the globe and helped
defeat the forces of tyranny.

The Tuskegee Airmen are symbols of
America, Madam Speaker, strong
through difficult times and courageous
in the face of adversity.

In the month when our Nation cele-
brates the contributions of African
Americans to our Nation’s history, it is
important we take this time to honor
their bravery. Their courage and per-
sistence are examples for all of us to
follow. We have much to learn from
their service and much to honor for
their contributions to our civil rights
legacy.

As our military continues to fight
the war on terror overseas, we should
pause to remember the battles fought
long ago by these proud Americans.
Not only is our world freer because of
their courage, but our Nation is strong-
er because of their sacrifices.

I want to thank my colleagues for
being here today to honor the
Tuskegee Airmen, and I look forward
to doing what I can to keep their leg-
acy strong so future generations may
also share in their accomplishments.

I would also like to add, Madam
Speaker, that as part of my efforts to
honor the Tuskegee Airmen, I have
been leading an initiative to help build
a National Park Service museum in
Tuskegee, Alabama, to memorialize
these brave Americans.

Obviously, on this important occa-
sion I would welcome any and all sup-
port from Members that would join me
in this initiative, and would answer
any questions later.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Concurrent Resolution
26, introduced by the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. ROGERS). This resolution
recognizes the Tuskegee Airmen for
their brave and honorable service dur-
ing World War II.

The story of the Tuskegee Airmen is
a phenomenal story, and it highlights
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the Tuskegee Airmen as shining exam-
ples of the perseverance and strength
of the U.S. Air Corps as they faced the
challenges of 21st century. It is fitting
that we recognize such an outstanding
group of individuals who were pioneers
in integrating the Army Air Corps and,
eventually, the Air Force as we cele-
brate Black History Month.

The Tuskegee Airmen overcame prej-
udice and discrimination to become
some of the most highly respected air-
men of World War II. Until 1941, Afri-
can Americans were denied the oppor-
tunity to become leaders in the mili-
tary and they were prohibited from fly-
ing because it was believed that Afri-
can Americans lacked the qualifica-
tions for such noble combat duty.

African Americans have played a sig-
nificant role in the history of our mili-
tary over the past 300 years, and it was
absurd to suggest that the ability was
lacking. African Americans soldiers
have fought in every war and have con-
tributed so much of themselves to en-
sure this country’s reputation as a su-
perpower. The refusal to allow for
black pilots was simply rank racism.

It was the unshakeable belief by so
many that this obvious bigotry was
wrong that finally gave way to the his-
torical beginning of the integrated
United States Air Force. Distinguished
men such as Booker T. Washington and
General Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., came
to Macon County, Alabama, and reality
created the legend that we know today.

Booker T. Washington founded the
Tuskegee Institute, which established
a well-respected aeronautical engineer-
ing program; and thousands of stu-
dents, including student officer Cap-
tain Benjamin Davis, who was in the
first pilot class, went through the in-
stitute’s flight program and became
known as the Tuskegee Airmen.

The Tuskegee Airmen included not
only over 1,000 fighter pilots, but they
also included navigators, bombardiers
and maintenance and support per-
sonnel that ultimately comprised the
famed 99th Fighter Squadron and the
332nd Fighter Group.

During World War II, the 99th Fight-
er Squadron, led by the late General
Benjamin Davis, was originally sent to
North Africa, but moved to the Euro-
pean continent and flew over Italy in
1944. The 99th held the record of 200
combat missions without losing a sin-
gle bomber to enemy fire, a record for
a squadron.

It is therefore only fitting, Madam
Speaker, that the Congress takes the
time today to appropriately recognize
the men who participated in the
Tuskegee Experiment. No standards
were lowered for the pilots or any of
the others who trained in operations,
in meteorology, in intelligence, in en-
gineering, medicine or any of the other
officer fields.

The Tuskegee Airmen proved without
a doubt that loyalty, bravery and sac-
rifice were not based on the ethnicity
of an individual, but on their indi-
vidual motivation, determination and
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devotion to duty. The men who partici-
pated in this great experiment were
dedicated young men, possessing the
strong personal desire to serve the
United States of America at their best.
They enlisted at a time when this
country was engaged in enormous con-
flict, but they took on the challenge
and they took on the responsibility and
served with distinction.

Today we honor their achievements
and all of those who have taken the
oath to defend this great country.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam
Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the my
friend, the distinguished gentleman
from the First District of Alabama
(Mr. BONNER).

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I
thank my friend from Alabama, and I
want to give my sincerest congratula-
tions to him for providing this leader-
ship in bringing this issue, this discus-
sion, to the American people today.

Madam Speaker, as we celebrate our
Nation’s 79th annual Black History
Month, it is only appropriate to reflect
on the accomplishments of Alabama’s
Tuskegee Airmen. These brave soldiers
came from every corner of the United
States with the ambition of serving
their country to the best of their abil-
ity.

The Tuskegee Airmen were com-
mitted and capable. Their success dem-
onstrated that a soldier’s ability is de-
termined by his skill and persistence,
not by creed or color.

Tuskegee’s established airfield and
proven civilian pilot training program
made it an obvious choice for the loca-
tion of a center to instruct America’s
first African American military avi-
ators. Upon receipt of the contract
granted by the U.S. Army Air Corps,
Tuskegee Institute began the training
of America’s original black aviators in
1941.
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The first cadets accepted their silver
wings in March of 1942.

In recalling the 15,000 missions com-
pleted by the Tuskegee Airmen, we
note a distinguished record of service.
The airmen destroyed over 1,000 Ger-
man aircraft, one enemy destroyer, and
many enemy installations. They also
boast the extraordinary record of fly-
ing over 200 bomber escort missions
over Europe without the loss of a sin-
gle bomber to enemy fire.

The accomplishments of the
Tuskegee Airmen did not go unnoticed
by their peers and associates. They re-
turned home bearing the honor they
deserved, including 150 Distinguished
Flying Crosses, 744 Air Medals, 8 Pur-
ple Hearts, and 14 Bronze Stars.

Their triumphs in the air exhibited
undaunted courage and capacity that
were certainly to equal that of any
pilot prior to or certainly thereafter.
With the assistance of the men and
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women of the Army Air Corps, the
Tuskegee Airmen made integration
into our military possible.

In 1948, President Harry Truman en-
acted Executive Order Number 9981,
which directed equality of treatment
and opportunity in all of the United
States Armed Forces. In time, order
9981 led to the end of racial segregation
in our military.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of my con-
stituents in Alabama, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating the
achievements and the legacy of the
Tuskegee Airmen. Their successful en-
deavor into military flight provided in-
spiration to a new generation of avi-
ators.

On March 24, 1945, the 332nd Fighter
Group received the Presidential Unit
Citation for its longest bomber escort
mission to Berlin, Germany. On the
50th anniversary of such an accom-
plishment, I rise to honor these men
who succeeded not only in great mili-
tary feats, but also in breaking down
the barriers and boundaries of racial
segregation.

As Tuskegee University’s President
Dr. Benjamin Payton said, ‘The
Tuskegee Airmen story is about much
more than flying airplanes, it is about
teaching people to soar.”

Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman who is proud to represent
Tuskegee University in his congres-
sional district, the third district of
Alabama.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS).

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today in support of H. Con.
Res. 26 honoring the heroic accomplish-
ments of the Tuskegee Airmen. At a
time when race narrowed the horizons
and limited the opportunities of many
Americans, the Tuskegee Airmen
soared high above the low expectations
of the day.

The Tuskegee Airmen served their
country with great valor and distinc-
tion and set in motion the movement
to desegregate the Armed Forces, a
crucial moment in the civil rights
struggle. Black History Month is a
good time to remember the American
heroes that were not given the full rec-
ognition that they were due. The
Tuskegee Airmen are deserving of all
of the praise that they will surely re-
ceive today. All took great risks for
their country and some made the ulti-
mate sacrifice. Americans remember
our heroes and hold a special place in
their hearts for the Tuskegee Airmen.

Those that are still with us have con-
tinued to serve their country on the
home front in various ways and have
received not all of the attention. How-
ever, a friend of mine from Chicago,
Rufus Hunt, who served with the
Tuskegee Airmen, has helped to keep
the memory and spirit of these brave
Americans alive by serving as their
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chief historian. Others have taught fly-
ing skills to underprivileged youth, and
still others have worked as mentors.

We have a great active group of
Tuskegee Airmen in the City of Chi-
cago, the DODO Chapter, and they are
still teaching young people how to fly.
They have a Young Eagles program.
One of my proudest possessions is a
jacket that I have that the Tuskegee
Airmen’s DODO Club has given to me.

So I join with all of us as we extol
the virtues of those brave men and now
women who are members of the
Tuskegee Airmen who continue the
great tradition of providing the great-
est of service and tremendous aviation.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam
Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. TERRY), my
friend and colleague.

(Mr. TERRY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, I rise
today as a cosponsor of this resolution,
and I thank the gentleman from Ala-
bama for offering it.

It is an honor for me to be part of
this recognition of the Tuskegee Air-
men, members of the Greatest Genera-
tion who fought fascism abroad and
overcame discrimination at home to
become one of our Nation’s most suc-
cessful military units. Their story de-
serves to be told often, not just in Feb-
ruary, to remind all Americans how far
we have come to honor the many sac-
rifices made along the way.

I have the privilege of representing
four Tuskegee Airmen who reside in
Nebraska’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict: Robert Holts, Ralph Orduna, and
Charles Lane, all of Omaha and just
south of Omaha in Bellevue, Harry
Tull. Another Airman, Paul Adams,
lives in nearby Lincoln.

I am especially proud to note that
Colonel Lane of Omaha was the young-
est black fighter in World War II. His
daughter, Karen Davis, is a longtime
member of my congressional staff and
she does a wonderful job; and Colonel
Lane can be as proud of her, as we are
of him.

I also want to mention Omaha native
Alphonza Davis, a graduate of Omaha
Tech High School and Omaha Univer-
sity, who finished first in his class at
Tuskegee and was chosen squadron
leader. He was killed in combat in 1944
while over Germany. Today, the local
Tuskegee Airmen chapter is named in
his honor.

The story of the Tuskegee Airmen is
unfortunately rooted in the racial seg-
regation that still existed in our coun-
try during World War II. As a result,
African Americans who wanted to fly
in the military were trained at a sepa-
rate location near Tuskegee, Alabama.
The Tuskegee Airmen, or Red Tails as
they were called because of the crim-
son tails on their aircraft, were the
first squadron of African American
combat pilots in the U.S. military. By
the end of the war, nearly 1,000 men
had graduated from pilot training at
Tuskegee.
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Under the command of Colonel Ben-
jamin Davis, Jr., these warriors fought
over North Africa, Sicily and Europe.
By the way, Colonel Davis would go on
to be the Air Force’s first African
American general.

How good were these Tuskegee Air-
men? In a book entitled ‘“‘Mustang Aces
of the 9th and 15th Air Forces,”” one
pilot bomber recalled that the
Tuskegee pilots had earned great re-
spect from the bomber pilots they pro-
tected. Here is a direct quote: ‘“‘“The
Red Tails were always out there when
we wanted them to be,” he said. “We
had no idea they were black; it was the
Army’s best kept secret.”

Today, the Tuskegee Airmen and
their record of success is no secret.
Throughout the war, not a single
bomber protected by the Red Tails was
ever shot down by enemy aircraft. By
the war’s end, the Tuskegee Airmen
had flown over 15,000 sorties, completed
over 1,500 missions, destroyed more
than 260 enemy aircraft, and more than
1,000 enemy vehicles on the ground; and
been awarded 744 Air Medals, 150 Dis-
tinguished Flying Crosses, 14 Bronze
Stars, and 8 Purple Hearts.

Of the estimated 450 who saw combat,
150 lost their lives while on combat
flights or in training, including Colonel
Lane’s childhood friend, John Squires.

I join my House colleagues in salut-
ing the Tuskegee Airmen 60 years after
they first donned the Nation’s uniform.
They have secured their place in his-
tory as American heroes. We are proud
of them all. We thank them for their
service to this great country. I thank
the gentleman from Alabama for his
work and for this worthy tribute.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. TOWNS).

(Mr. TOWNS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, many
people indicated earlier on that the
blacks did not have the intelligence to
be able to be involved in aviation; and,
of course, after a short period of time,
they were proven wrong. I think about
some of our great leaders who actually
were a part of the Tuskegee Airmen. I
think about Percy Sutton who was a
great leader in the New York area and,
of course, has done so many things for
people. I think it came from his in-
volvement with the Tuskegee Airmen
and his being involved in Tuskegee
University. Then Rosco Brown, who
was known as one of the world’s great-
est educators, a person who headed one
of our universities for a period of time;
and I think about how all of them were
involved with the Tuskegee Airmen.

So there was no question about it.
There were many that were qualified to
do it, and they did a magnificent job.
Their performance was unmatched, and
I am so proud that this House today is
recognizing them.

I just want to say to the people who
actually brought forth this resolution,
I want to commend them on H. Con.



February 9, 2005

Res. 26, because I think the time has
come when we recognize the out-
standing work of the Tuskegee Airmen.
We should not just do it during the
month of February because, first of all,
when we think about their accomplish-
ments, February is the shortest month
of all. That within itself is sort of self-
ish. But the point is I think we need to
do it 365 days a year, and if there is a
leap year, we need to do it 366 days, be-
cause the job that they did and the
things that they did on behalf of this
country is something that we should
continue to talk about daily.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS).

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding me
this time, and I thank the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS) for intro-
ducing this important legislation.

Madam Speaker, as the country cele-
brates Black History Month, it is im-
portant to take time to honor the
Tuskegee Airmen who, despite signifi-
cant racism targeted at African Ameri-
cans, strove to serve their country and
defend its freedoms during World War
II.

The story of the Tuskegee Airmen is
familiar to many of us. On July 19,
1941, the U.S. Air Force began a pro-
gram at the Tuskegee Army Airfield
located in Alabama to train black
Americans as military pilots. The pro-
gram started with only 13 men; but by
its conclusion, it graduated nearly 1,000
men who became the Nation’s first
black airmen.

Many of the graduates of the
Tuskegee program were sent overseas
for combat assignment, either in the
99th Pursuit Squadron or the 332nd
Fighter Group, both of which were hon-
ored for their service. In fact, the 99th
Fighter Squadron received two Presi-
dential Unit citations for outstanding
tactical air support in aerial combat,
and the 332nd Fighter Group received
one Presidential Unit citation for its
longest bomber escort mission to Ber-
lin, Germany, where they destroyed
three German jet fighters and damaged
five additional jet fighters without los-
ing any of the bombers or any of its
own fighter aircraft to enemy aircraft.

Unfortunately, despite their out-
standing service, the Tuskegee Airmen
experienced a great deal of racism. The
racism directed at the airmen came to
a head in early 1945 when black officers
tried to enter the Freeman Field Club,
an officers’ club in Indiana, against di-
rect orders for them to stay out.
Madam Speaker, 103 officers were ar-
rested, charged with insubordination,
and ordered to face court-martial.

Fortunately, the court-martial pro-
ceedings were quickly dropped against
100 of the officers; two officers eventu-
ally had their charges dropped; and one
officer, Lieutenant Roger ‘‘Bill”’ Terry,
was convicted.
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At this moment I would like to rec-
ognize my uncle, John Mosely, who was
a Tuskegee Airman and who was re-
cently honored by his community of
Aurora, Colorado. He is one of the lead-
ing citizens of that community, having
worked for the Urban League and many
other programs. I dedicate this resolu-
tion to him and his wife, Edna Mosely.

Fifty years later, however, at the Tuskegee
Airmen National Convention in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, 15 of the original 103 officers that were
arrested received official notification that their
military records had been purged of any ref-
erence to the Freeman Field incident. Also,
Mr. Terry’s court martial conviction had been
reversed and his military record cleared. The

remaining officers received instruction for
clearing their records.
Madam Speaker, the legacy of the

Tuskegee Airmen is not the Freeman Field in-
cident; instead their legacy is that of serving
their country with distinction which helped the
U.S. Armed Forces and the United States inte-
grate in the years following World War II.

Madam Speaker, | am pleased to support
this legislation and urge all of my colleagues
to support it as well.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam
Speaker, I continue to reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. RUPPERSBERGER).

(Mr. RUPPERSBERGER asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)
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Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam
Speaker, today I rise in support of H.
Con. Res. 26, honoring the Tuskegee
Airmen and their amazing contribu-
tions during World War II, and their
impact in creating an integrated
United States Air Force. I am honored
for this opportunity to speak during
Black History Month on this important
resolution.

As the first African American com-
bat unit in the Army Air Corps, the
Tuskegee Airmen helped shatter
stereotypes by fighting for freedom
both abroad and here at home. Their
individual and collective acts of cour-
age helped pave the way for the deseg-
regation of the Army in 1948.

I would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to recognize four members of
the Tuskegee Airmen with ties to the
Second Maryland Congressional Dis-
trict. Alfred L. Woolridge, Gordon T.
Boyd, Leroy A. Battle, and Alfred
McKenzie were four individuals with
separate lives and histories. Each
brought unique skills to their service
and each helped form this historic
group of this Tuskegee Airmen. On be-
half of a grateful Nation, I thank them
for their contribution and service.

These gentlemen exemplified the
bravery of the legendary Tuskegee Air-
men. They served their country, both
on the battlefield and off, and were val-
uable members of their Maryland com-
munities.

Madam Speaker, at a time of war
with a new generation of service men

H425

and women serving bravely to bring
liberty to the oppressed, I think it is
only fitting that we remember these
members of the greatest generation,
the Tuskegee Airmen.

Madam Speaker, today | rise in support of
H. Con. Res. 417 honoring the Tuskegee Air-
men and their amazing contributions during
World War Il and their impact creating an inte-
grated United States Air Force. | am honored
for this opportunity to speak during Black His-
tory Month on this important resolution.

As the first African-American combat unit in
the Army Air Corps, the Tuskegee Airmen
helped shatter stereotypes by fighting for free-
dom both abroad and here at home. Through
their heroism in the skies above North Africa
and Europe, the Airmen demonstrated that Af-
rican-Americans could be effective members
of the military. Completing over 500 missions
during the war, the Tuskegee Airmen de-
stroyed over 250 enemy aircraft without losing
a single American bomber. Their individual
and collective acts of courage helped pave the
way for the desegregation of the Army in
1948.

| would also like to take this opportunity to
recognize four members of the Tuskegee Air-
men with ties to my hometown of Baltimore,
Maryland. Alfred L. Woolridge, Gordon T.
Boyd, Leroy A. Battle, and Alfred McKenzie
were four individuals with separate lives and
histories. Each brought unique skills to their
service and each helped to form this historic
group of Tuskegee Airmen. | would like to take
this opportunity to speak briefly about each of
these incredible men and share a bit about
them with you.

Mr. Alfred L. Woolridge, a Baltimore resi-
dent, joined the Tuskegee Airmen after enlist-
ing in the Army in 1942 and being assigned to
the Tuskegee Army Air Field in Alabama. A
scientist with a master's degree in chemistry
and mathematics, Mr. Woolridge worked as an
aircraft engineering officer ensuring that the
planes were safe to fly every morning. After
leaving the Army in 1946, Mr. Woolridge
worked as an analytical chemist in Maryland
until 1974. He remained an active member of
his Baltimore community until his death in
March of 1998.

After being inducted into the Army Air Corps
during World War I, Mr. Gordon T. Boyd Jr.
became a bombardier and a navigator. He
joined the Tuskegee Airmen after being as-
signed to the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama.
Mr. Boyd ascended to the rank of first Lieuten-
ant and is credited with helping newer cadets
adjust to military life. After being honorably
discharged in 1946, Mr. Boyd worked as a
management specialist for the U.S. Census
bureau until his retirement in 1979. Before his
death on May 5, 1995, Mr. Boyd became a
charter member of the East Coast Chapter
D.C. Tuskegee Airmen Inc.

Mr. Leroy A. Battle was a jazz musician who
played with Billie Holliday before he was draft-
ed into the Army in 1943. He volunteered to
join the Tuskegee Airmen and soon became a
bombardier and a navigator. On April 5, 1945,
Mr. Battle along with 100 other airmen, defied
orders by attempting to desegregate the offi-
cer's club at Freeman Field in Seymour, Indi-
ana. The Freeman Field Incident played an
important role in African-American attempts to
combat racism in the Armed Forces and even-
tually paved the way for President Truman’s
order to desegregate the Army in 1948. After
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being honorably discharged from the Army,
Mr. Battle spent 29 years teaching before retir-
ing in 1978. He continues to be an active
member of this community by speaking out
about his experiences as a Tuskegee Airman.

Mr. Alfred McKenzie joined the Tuskegee
Airmen after being drafted into the Army in
1942. After completing advanced training, Mr.
McKenzie became a B-25 pilot. He was sent
to Freeman Field in Indiana where he later
joined Mr. Battle and 100 other airmen in at-
tempting to desegregate the officer's club.
After World War Il ended, Mr. McKenzie con-
tinued to fight for the cause of civil rights. After
being passed over for a promotion numerous
times at the Government Printing Office,
McKenzie filed a class action law suit. The suit
resulted in an order to end discrimination in
promotions and a $2.4 million award back pay
to over 300 people. He continued to work for
various civil rights causes until his death on
March 30, 1998.

These gentlemen exemplified the bravery of
the legendary Tuskegee Airmen. They served
their country both on the battlefield and off
and were valued members of their Maryland
communities. Mr. Speaker, at a time of war,
with a new generation of servicemen and
women serving bravely to bring liberty to the
oppressed, | think it is only fitting that we re-
member these members of the Greatest Gen-
eration—the Tuskegee Airmen.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 12 minutes to the gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. CLEAVER).

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 26, honoring the Tuskegee Airmen.

When Tuskegee’s first school offi-
cially opened on July 4, 1881, Booker T.
Washington became the first principal
and was the first of many magnificent
leaders of that institution.

Due to the rigid racial segregation in
the United States during World War II,
over 966 black military aviators were
trained. And one of those men, I am
proud to say, was my father’s older
brother, my uncle, LeRoy Cleaver, Jr.,
of Wichita Falls, Texas.

My uncle and others served here at
home, in North Africa, Sicily, and Eu-
rope. They proved that they were not
only some of the Air Force’s best men
but the military’s best men.

On October 9, 1943, Tuskegee’s 99th
Pursuit Squadron was paired with the
all-white 79th Fighter Group. These
groups were integrated and no longer
restricted to being escorts; instead,
they were assigned to the highly haz-
ardous duty of bombing key German
strongholds.

Tuskegee Airmen destroyed over
1,000 Germany aircraft and received
some of our Nation’s most prestigious
military honors, including 150 Distin-
guished Flying Crosses, 744 Air Medals,
eight Purple Hearts, and 14 Bronze
Stars; and they never lost a single ship.

On February 2, 1948, President Harry
Truman of my district in Missouri did
what no previous President had dared.
He announced courageously in a special
message to Congress that he had ‘“‘in-
structed the Secretary of Defense to
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take steps to have the remaining in-
stances of discrimination in the armed
services eliminated as rapidly as pos-
sible.”

Even in the dark and demeaning dun-
geons of discrimination, the Tuskegee
Airmen served with dignity.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, how much time is remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATHAM). The gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. ROGERS) has 9% minutes re-
maining. The gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) has 6%
minutes remaining.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr.
BUTTERFIELD) for purposes of control.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. BISHOP).

(Mr. BISHOP of Georgia asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in honor of the courageous
men of the 332nd Fighting Group, the
Tuskegee Airmen.

In 1940, Charles ‘‘Chief”’ Anderson led
a cadre of instructors to train an ex-
traordinary group of African American
young men led by General Benjamin O.
Davis, Jr. After enduring months of
training, these men defied their critics
and earned their wings to become the
99th Pursuit Squadron and would later
form the 332nd Fighter Group.

The 332nd was based out of North Af-
rica and flew combat missions over
Italy. Most notable, on the 4th of July
1943, the New York Times reported
from North Africa that ‘“An American
Negro fighting squadron escorting
bombers yesterday over Sicily de-
stroyed a Focke-Wulfe 190 to score the
formation’s first victory.” In combat
over Europe, the Tuskegee Airmen shot
down or damaged more than 400 Ger-
man aircraft, winning 150 Distin-
guished Flying Crosses and 744 Air
Medals. The 332nd was the only escort
group in the U.S. Army Air Force
never to lose a bomber. Their record is
as remarkable as it is renowned.

The men of the 332nd were both war-
riors and patriots who fought for equal-
ity and liberty at home and abroad.

I was blessed to know several of the
early Tuskegee Airmen, including my
neighbor growing up, Mr. William Gor-
don, Sr., a pilot, an educator, a mentor
and a distinguished businessman.

It is altogether fitting that we re-
member them together during Black
History Month and as our young men
and women of the Air Force support
the global war on terror through the
Air Force’s global reach and presence.

Today, I am proud that we salute the
Tuskegee Airmen, American heroes, for
their courageous and distinguished
service to this great Nation.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of the
courageous men of the 332nd Fighter Group,
the Tuskegee Airmen.

In 1940, Charles “Chief” Anderson, a self-
taught pilot, went to the Tuskegee Institute to
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train black pilots. He was the lead instructor of
an extraordinary group of African American
young men led by General Benjamin O. Davis
Jr. After enduring months of training, these
men defied their critics and earned their wings
to become the 99th Pursuit Squadron. The
president of Tuskegee tried to persuade the
U.S. War Department to use its airmen as
combat pilots as World 1l loomed, but the
Army resisted, alleging that African Americans
lacked the intelligence and discipline to fly air-
planes. A turning point came in 1931 when the
first lady, Eleanor Roosevelt, visited Tuskegee
and went on an aerial tour with Chief Ander-
son.

Months later, the 99th Pursuit Squadron,
based out of North Africa, was flying combat
missions over ltaly. In their first escort mis-
sion, the 38 fighters of the 99th held off more
than 100 German attackers. On the 4th of July
1943, the New York Times ran this article from
the Allied Headquarters, in North Africa; an
American Negro fighter squadron escorting
bombers yesterday over Sicily destroyed a
Focke-Wulfe 190 to score the formations first
victory. General Dwight D. Eisenhower was on
the airfield to congratulate First Lieutenant
Charles Hall of the 99th Pursuit Squadron
when he returned after shooting down the
plane. In perhaps their most spectacular mis-
sion, then Colonel Davis led the Tuskegee Air-
men on a 1,600-mile escort mission to Berlin.
Until that day, the Allies had shot down only
two of the new German jet fighters. But on
that day alone, Colonel Davis and his
Tuskegee Airmen downed three. In combat
over Europe, the Tuskegee Airmen shot down
or damaged more than 400 German aircraft,
winning 150 Distinguished Flying Crosses and
744 Air Medals. The 332nd Fighter Group was
the only escort group of the U.S. Army Air
Forces never to lose a bomber. Their record
is as remarkable as it is renowned.

The men of the 99th were both warriors and
patriots who fought for equality and liberty at
home and abroad. | was blessed to know sev-
eral of the early Tuskegee Airmen, including
my childhood neighbor, Mr. William Gordon,
Sr., a pilot, an educator and a distinguished
business man. It is fitting that we remember
them today as our young men and women of
the Air Force support the Global War on Ter-
ror throughout the Air Force’s global reach
and presence.

Today, | salute the Tuskegee Airmen, Amer-
ican heroes, for their courageous and distin-
guished service to this great nation.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. DAVIS).

Mr. DAVIS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
I thank the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) for yield-
ing me time.

Let me begin by thanking my good
friend, the gentleman from the State of
Alabama (Mr. ROGERS). We are both
Alabama native sons. What a testa-
ment to the Tuskegee Airmen that
today a white Alabamian and a black
Alabamian stand here to pay tribute to
their remarkable work.

So much has been said about their re-
markable accomplishments, and I will
not repeat any of that, but something
needs to be said about the origins of
these men.
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When they were born every single
one of them was born in a segregated
society that was dedicated to the prop-
osition that men and women are un-
equal and created unequally. When
every single one of these men was born,
they lived in a world that doubted
their value, that doubted their worth,
that doubted their potential to con-
tribute to this country, and yet they
rose above it. They worked and prac-
ticed in an Army, for that matter, that
was segregated. Yet they somehow rose
above it.

There are young men and women who
are listening to us right now, Mr.
Speaker, and I hope that they will take
this lesson from our standing here and
saluting these airmen today: That even
if you are born in a condition and cli-
mate that holds you back, even if you
are born in conditions of the inner city
and rural parts of the South that would
seem to tell you what you cannot do,
look up to the Tuskegee Airmen, be-
cause they are an example of human
beings rising to their highest potential
against all kinds of odds.

I close, Mr. Speaker, simply by say-
ing again, as a son of Alabama, that
this is the progress that our State has
made. When the history of the last cen-
tury is finally written and the history
of human progress is written, let it be
said that these brave men came to my
State of Alabama to learn about serv-
ing their country and that they learned
a talent that helped keep our country
free. May we draw some inspiration
from that.

I thank all of the outstanding Mem-
bers who have spoken on this bill
today.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE).

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the distinguished gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BUTTERFIELD) for yielding me time,
and I thank the sponsoring Member,
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. ROG-
ERS) for his kindness.

Mr. Speaker, I was introduced to the
Tuskegee Airmen through my father in
law, Phillip F. Lee, who spent many
hours and many moments with the
family telling us about not only the
history, but the compassion and the
character of these brave men.

Might I say that although we applaud
the United States military for being
one of the first institutions in the
United States to integrate its services
and its forces, let me try to paint for
you very briefly the kind of atmos-
phere that these young black men en-
tered into.

It was an enormously segregated
America, an America that had recently
come through a challenging depression,
and an armed services that did not con-
front them or view them as equal, yet
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with dignity in uniform they stood
strong. They loved their country, and
they trained young airmen who later
became generals of our Armed Forces.

They were known in World War II to
be the battalion that never turned
back. They joined their colleagues, ir-
respective of their color. They went
after those who needed to be saved and
they did it with valor. Even though
they came back to the Nation as sec-
ond-class citizens, they always lived
their lives as Tuskegee Airmen.

I salute the city of Tuskegee and I
salute Alabama for hosting these
young families. My mother-in-law
lived, of course, as a young bride in
Tuskegee, Alabama. It was that chari-
table atmosphere, of course, for those
young men that allowed them to be
able to train and to be excellent.

So today I rise with my colleagues to
support and applaud this resolution
and to be able to say that we together
now in a bipartisan manner and, of
course, with all of our diversity and
our appreciation for what America
really stands for, we stand here today
on February 9, 2005, united as an Amer-
ica that loves its United States mili-
tary, but we will never forget the brave
men who, against all odds, stood as
regal Tuskegee Airmen, making a dif-
ference in this valiant effort.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS) for allow-
ing us the opportunity to debate this,
but more importantly, for cementing
the history at this very important
time.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong support of the
resolution currently on the floor under suspen-
sion of the rules, H. Con. Res. 26. This bill
was introduced by our colleague from Ala-
bama, Mr. ROGERS, and the Committee on
Armed Services and honors the heroic and re-
nowned Tuskegee Airmen for their sacrifices
in World War Il as well as for their contribution
to the Civil Rights movement.

| joined our colleague from Nevada, Mr.
PORTER, to speak about his resolution, H.
Con. Res. 417, that honored the Tuskegee
Airmen and their contribution in creating an in-
tegrated United States Air Force. At the time
we supported that resolution, this Nation dealt
with a very serious human rights crisis that
was partially perpetrated by our own military
personnel in the Irag region. However, the
Tuskegee Airmen represented a positive ex-
ample of a respect for human rights as well as
civil rights at the highest level.

Five members of the Tuskegee Airmen
group visited middle and high school students
at the M. O. Campbell Educational Center in
Houston’s Aldine Independent School District
in conjunction with the “Wings Over Houston
Air Show.” That event left an indelible mark on
the youths of Houston who look up to our men
and women in uniform.

Lt. Col. Lee Archer, Lt. Col. Charles McGee,
Dr. Roscoe C. Brown, Jr., Lt. Col. Herbert
“Gene” Carter and George Watson, Sr. visited
with Leadership Officer Training Corps (LOTC)
and Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps
(JROTC) students to talk about their roles as
pilots and ground support personnel during
World War Il and how their presence in the
armed forces helped to break down racial bar-
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riers for those who came after them. One of
the things that stood out was a question that
Lt. Col. Charles McGee posed before leaving
the students: “Think about this, you are going
to be responsible for what happens in this
country for the next 15 or so years . . . What
will you contribute to it?”

| highlighted this question because it is very
applicable to the current situation that we face
in Abu Ghraib. We must be accountable for
the way we treat our brothers as well as our
foreign neighbors. The human rights element
of the civil rights struggle for African Ameri-
cans can be used to guide our actions today
in Iraq and every day. Because of the fortitude
and commitment shown by the Tuskegee Air-
men, our Armed Forces have the talent and
skill that allows us to sleep at night knowing
that we are in the most capable hands.

A program began on July 19, 1941, in Ala-
bama to train black Americans as military pi-
lots. Flight training was conducted by the Divi-
sion of Aeronautics of Tuskegee Institute, the
famed school of learning founded by Booker
T. Washington in 1881. Once a cadet com-
pleted primary training at Tuskegee’s Moton
Field, he was sent to nearby Tuskegee Army
Air Field for completion of flight training and
for transition to combat type aircraft. The first
classes of Tuskegee airmen were trained to
be fighter pilots for the famous 99th Fighter
Squadron, slated for combat duty in North Afri-
ca. Additional pilots were assigned to the 332d
Fighter Group which flew combat along with
the 99th Squadron from bases in Italy.

In September 1943, a twin-engine training
program was begun at Tuskegee to provide
bomber pilots. However, World War Il ended
before these men were able to get into com-
bat. By the end of the war, 992 men had grad-
uated from pilot training at Tuskegee. 450 of
these men were sent overseas for combat as-
signment. Approximately 150 lost their lives
while in training or on combat flights. More
men were trained at Tuskegee for aircrew and
ground crew duties—flight engineers, gunners,
mechanics, and armorers.

Mr. Speaker, as we move forward in the
international fight against terrorism, the spirit
and tenacity of the Tuskegee Airmen must in-
spire us to fight terror together as a team. The
team must be comprised of all of our inter-
national neighbors. | support this resolution
and am honored to share these words.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr.
BUTTERFIELD) for purposes of control.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
the State of Georgia (Mr. BARROW).

Mr. BARROW. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this afternoon to speak of bravery, of
courage, and of a war that was fought
on two fronts, at home and abroad.

Over 60 years ago America was at war
with totalitarianism and fascist forces
spreading across Europe and the Pa-
cific. And here at home, our country
was training and building an army to
answer the call, an army with a history
of excluding African Americans from
aviation training.

That was the case until just 3 months
after the attack on Pearl Harbor, when
a class of five aviation candidates fin-
ished training at the Tuskegee Army
Airfield on the campus of the Tuskegee
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Institute in Alabama, soon becoming
the Nation’s first African American
fighter pilots. They were George S.
Roberts, Benjamin O. Davis, Jr.,
Charles H. BeBow, Jr., Mac Ross, and
Lemuel R. Custis.

These  were the original five
Tuskegee Airmen, pilots who entered
into combat at a critical part of the
war and was instrumental in helping to
turn the tide.

Between 1941 and 1945, over 1,000 avi-
ators trained at the Tuskegee Army
Airfield. Together, fighting alongside
hundreds of thousands of their fellow
citizens, they helped defeat the threat
of fascism, proving that America is
strongest when they are not divided by
bigotry, prejudice, or racism.

The military record of these distin-
guished airmen speaks for itself, 15,500
missions completed, 260 enemy aircraft
destroyed, one enemy destroyer sunk,
an unprecedented record of flying more
than 200 bomber escort missions with-
out the loss of a single bomber to
enemy aircraft.

The Tuskegee Airmen returned home
with Distinguished Flying Crosses, Le-
gions of Merit, Purple Hearts and Sil-
ver Stars, but beyond the medals and
accolades, these men paved the way to
an important and long-overdue victory,
the full integration of the U.S. mili-
tary. That 1is the lesson of the
Tuskegee Airmen, that love of country,
skill, and daring are qualities that
transcend race or skin color.

Today, as we face new threats from
abroad, let us learn from the courage
and example set by the Tuskegee Air-
men. Let us recommit ourselves to put-
ting old and inexcusable divisions be-
hind us. America’s strength lies in our
unity, and to move forward, we must
work together as one nation, whether
it be on foreign battlefields or in our
local communities.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
BURGESS.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I also
want to make a few remarks on this
legislation before us, the Tuskegee Air-
men Act, and I want to speak on that
because this is so personal to me. My
mayor of Highland Village, Texas, a
city that is central to my district, my
mayor, Bill Lawrence, is the son of one
of the original Tuskegee Airmen.

Today, I will be happy to vote for
this legislation honoring a proud group
of African American heroes of World
War II. The House of Representatives
should pass H. Con. Res. 26 to honor the
Tuskegee Airmen for their bravery in
fighting for our freedom in World War
II and for their contribution in cre-
ating an integrated U.S. Air Force.

The Tuskegee Airmen are the fighter
pilots of the 99th Pursuit Squadron,
which was later incorporated into the
332nd Fighter Group, who fought dur-
ing World War II in the U.S. Army Air
Corps and were trained at Tuskegee
Army Field in Tuskegee, Alabama. No
better time exists than during Black
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History Month to put forth such out-
standing legislation.

Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks ago, I was in
the country of Iraq and, in fact, visited
with the current 332nd Fighter Group,
the original Tuskegee Airmen; and
there is a mural honoring their proud
heritage displayed at their base.

This group is so important to our
current activity in Iraq, this is the
group at Blaad Air Force Base that
transfers injured soldiers from the field
in stable intensive care environments
back to Ramstein, Germany, and then
back to the United States. This out-
standing group of men and women serv-
ing today have transferred over 19,000
patients with only one intertransfer
death, truly an outstanding record.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS)
has 3% minutes remaining. The gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BUTTERFIELD) has 4% minutes remain-
ing.
Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to first of all
thank the gentleman from Alabama
(Mr. ROGERS) for bringing forward this
resolution and for sharing his time dur-
ing this debate and discussion today.

Mr. Speaker, of the Tuskegee Airmen
deserve every accolade that this body
can possibly extend. I want to say to
the Tuskegee Airmen, if you are watch-
ing this by television, to the families of
the Tuskegee Airmen, this country
owes to each of you a great, great debt
of gratitude.
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May God continue to bless each one
of you and may God bless your fami-
lies.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATHAM). The gentleman is reminded
to address his comments to the Chair
rather than the viewing audience.

MR. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr.
Speaker, I would also like to thank the
gentleman from North Carolina for his
participation and the kind words from
all of those who spoke here today
about this very important recognition.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in support of H. Con. Res. 26 to
honor and pay tribute to the valiant efforts of
the Tuskegee Airmen of World War Il, who de-
fended the freedom of the United States and
the World while breaking down the racial bar-
riers of the U.S. military.

In the midst of World War I, the U.S. Army
Air Corps began a program to expand the role
of African Americans in the military. In July
1941, 13 men started the first aviation cadet
class at Tuskegee Army Field in Tuskegee,
Alabama. After 9 months of vigorous flight
training, five men successfully completed the
program and graduated from the Tuskegee
Flying School. These five airmen included
Captain Lemuel R. Custis of my home State of
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Connecticut, who went on to become one of
the first members of the 99th Fighter Squad-
ron. The United States sent the 99th Fighter
Squadron to North Africa and later Europe,
where the Tuskegee Airmen proved to be val-
uable to the Allied Forces. By the end of the
war, 992 men had graduated from pilot train-
ing at Tuskegee, of which, 450 were assigned
to combat oversea. In total, the Tuskegee Air-
men of the 99th, 100th, 301st and 302nd
Fighter Squadrons distinguished themselves
with 1,578 missions. The 332nd earned a
Presidential Unit Citation for ‘“outstanding
courage, aggressiveness, and combat tech-
nique” while escorting heavy bombers over
Germany.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me today in honoring the outstanding record
of the Tuskegee Airmen who proudly de-
fended our Nation and paved the way for full
integration of the U.S. military. Their achieve-
ments and bravery represent the best qualities
of America, and we all owe them our appre-
ciation for their valiant contribution to this
county.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, the storied his-
tory of our Nation’s Armed Forces was written
by the great men and women who served our
country with honor and bravery.

Among the most courageous was a group of
men who defied both fascism abroad and rac-
ism at home while establishing a record as
one of the most successful fighting units in
American history.

Mr. Speaker, in the 108th Congress | was
honored to sponsor House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 417 honoring the Tuskegee Airmen and |
am again delighted to stand here today in sup-
port of House Concurrent Resolution 26 hon-
oring the Tuskegee Airmen for their bravery
and sacrifice.

My first experience with the Tuskegee Air-
men occurred through one of my former staff
members, Traci Scott. Her father, Captain
Jesse H. Scott was an original member of the
Airmen and was so eager to join that he even
lied about his age to be accepted into the
Tuskegee Airmen.

| also had the opportunity to meet with Mr.
George Sherman, a former Tuskegee Airman
that currently resides in Las Vegas. | was priv-
ileged to hear first hand accounts and see
photos that provided a glimpse of what it must
have been like to be a Tuskegee Airman.

The Tuskegee Airmen were a group of dedi-
cated and determined young men who en-
listed to become America’s first African-Amer-
ican airmen. These airmen were trained at
Tuskegee Army Air Field in Tuskegee, Ala-
bama beginning in 1941.

The airmen trained at Tuskegee received
two Presidential Unit Citations for outstanding
tactical air support and aerial combat, and
they established the incredible and unprece-
dented record of flying more than 200 bomber
escort missions without the loss of a single
bomber to enemy aircraft.

| encourage my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to join me in recognizing the accom-
plishments of this unique group of American
heroes.

As our nation engages in combating ter-
rorism around the world, we rely upon the
global reach and presence provided by our Air
Force. The example set by the Tuskegee Air-
men encouraged millions of Americans of
every race to pursue careers in air and space
technology. The Tuskegee Airmen proved that
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skill and determination, not skin color, are the
determining factors in aviation.

As we celebrate Black History Month this
February, it is important that we remember not
just the historical circumstances that divided
our nation, but we must also remember those
individuals that helped push the Civil Rights
Movement forward. We are forever indebted to
those men who silently risked their lives to
protect a country that, at the time, did not nec-
essarily appreciate, nor recognize, their brave
sacrifice.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, | am
honored and grateful for the opportunity today
to recognize the inspirational challenges that
the Tuskegee Airmen courageously embraced
and surmounted as the first African-American
pilots in our Nation’s distinguished Armed
Forces.

| commend my colleague, MIKE ROGERS, for
introducing H. Con. Res. 26, that recognizes
the invaluable contributions that these valiant
men made to our country and the significant
example that they continue to offer us today.

An illustrious group of men who served the
United States with honor and bravery, the
Tuskegee Airmen defied both fascism abroad
and racism at home, as they proved deter-
mined to defend our families, communities,
and Nation as a whole throughout the course
of the Second World War.

As the only unit ever to secure the impres-
sive and unprecedented record of flying over
200 escort missions without the loss of a sin-
gle bomber aircraft to the enemy, the
Tuskegee Airmen confirmed, without a doubt,
that skill and determination, not skin color, are
the determining factors not only in aviation,
but in anything we endeavor to achieve yes-
terday and today.

The example set by these individuals en-
couraged millions of Americans of every race
to pursue careers in air and space technology.

But it extends even further then this.

The extraordinary feat of the Tuskegee Air-
men to overcome segregation and prejudice to
go on and become one of the most highly re-
spected fighter groups of World War Il estab-
lished the possibility for all Americans—de-
spite race, culture, religion or gender—to
achieve their own dreams and aspirations.

Their courage to confront the constraints of
American society contributed to the courage of
others to confront the dangers of the war, and
today continues to contribute to the courage of
Americans to persevere and succeed in the
face of adversity and hardships.

Once again, | express my utmost sincere
gratitude and admiration for the courage of the
Tuskegee Airmen and hope that our col-
leagues here today will join in this much de-
served recognition of their sacrifices and con-
tribution.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Tuskegee Airmen for their brav-
ery and for their patriotism. The Tuskegee Air-
men blazed trails as they grazed the clouds
high above the Mediterranean. They fought on
the frontlines of two wars simultaneously, and
they were victorious in both. These pilots,
navigators, and bombardiers helped save Eu-
rope from the murderous clutch of Adolf Hitler
and the Nazis. They also won a crucial battle
in the war for racial equality in America.

The first African American air squadron, the
Tuskegee Airmen were an elite flight unit,
known as the Red Tail Angels and as the
Black Bird Men. These fearless fighter pilots
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flew in 15,500 missions and destroyed over
260 German aircraft. They were awarded for
their “extraordinary heroism” with 850 medals,
including numerous purple hearts and silver
stars.

Mr. Speaker, the Tuskegee Airmen flew
under the leadership of a great man, Ben
Davis, Jr. Ben Davis knew he wanted to fight
for his country and he knew he wanted to fly.
A passionate pilot, Ben Davis, Jr. made sac-
rifices for his dreams. When he set his mind
on attending West Point, he was told that he
would face discrimination there. Undeterred,
he decided to attend the prestigious academy
anyway. Throughout his time at the famed
school, he was forced to live by himself and
eat alone.

But, Mr. Speaker, for Ben Davis, the sac-
rifices were worth it. As commander of the Air-
men, he never lost a single Bomber to enemy
fire. He became the first African American to
hold the title of Major General and Lieutenant
General of the Armed Forces.

Mr. Speaker, when Ben Davis and the
Tuskegee Airmen alighted from their planes at
the end of World War Il, they returned to
America as heroes on two counts. Not only
had they helped to ensure the defeat of tyr-
anny overseas, but they had won a decisive
battle for racial equality at home. These men
were an inspiration for generations of aspiring
black soldiers. They should serve as models
to the many soldiers fighting bravely and
proudly in Afghanistan and Iraq today.

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H. Con. Res. 26, honoring
the Tuskegee Airmen for their bravery in fight-
ing for our freedom in World War II, and for
their contribution in creating an integrated
United States Air Force. | thank my friend and
colleague, MIKE ROGERS of Alabama, for intro-
ducing this legislation.

Dayton, OH, which | am proud to represent
in Congress is the home of the pioneers
Orville and Wilbur Wright, and is the birthplace
of aviation. The Wright Brothers were pioneers
of flight, as were the Tuskegee Airmen. But
before they could fly, the Tuskegee Airmen
had to overcome racial prejudice and segrega-
tion. And overcome they did. These brave
Americans went on to become one of the
most respected fighting units of World War II.
Nicknamed the “Red Tails” because of the red
tail markings on their aircraft, the tenacious
bomber escort cover provided by the
Tuskegee Airmen often discouraged enemy
fighter pilots from attacking bombers they es-
corted.

The Tuskegee Airmen passed on the les-
sons they learned in flight to those who came
after them: between 1941 and 1945, the
Tuskegee Airmen trained over 1,000 black avi-
ators for the war effort. The bravery and dedi-
cation of these airmen can be appreciated by
their enviable service record of over 15,500
missions, in which over 260 enemy aircraft
were destroyed, one enemy destroyer was
sunk, and numerous enemy installations were
damaged. The Tuskegee Airmen served with
distinction and earned over 850 medals and
throughout their storied history, the Airmen did
not lose a single bomber to enemy fire in
more than 200 combat missions—a record
that is unmatched by any other fighter group.

There is a local chapter of an organization
named for the Tuskegee Airmen at Wright
Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio: The
Mac Ross Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen. The

H429

chapter is named after Mac Ross, a Dayton
native, and one of the first five African-Amer-
ican airmen to become Air Corps pilots in
1942. It serves as a reminder to all of us of
the heroic tale of these airmen who fought in
a world war, and at home, for freedom.

As a proud Daytonian, | am pleased to join
my colleagues in honoring the Tuskegee Air-
men, pioneers who braved prejudice at home
and combat abroad and as a result did their
part in winning World War Il and creating an
integrated Air Force.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to express my support for H. Con. Res.
26, Honoring the Contributions of the
Tuskegee Airmen.

The Tuskegee Airmen were a group of dedi-
cated and determined young men who en-
listed to become America’s first African-Amer-
ican Airmen and earned their silver wings to
become the Nation’s first Black military pilots
in March of 1942. | would like to recognize
Tuskegee Airmen Richard Enty, Charles
McGee, and Eugene Guyton who were born in
Cleveland, OH, and were among the most ad-
mired and respected African-American pilots in
the country. As we celebrate Black History
Month, it is only proper to remember the cou-
rageous and historic accomplishments of
these brave pilots.

The military selected Tuskegee Institute to
train pilots because of its commitment to aero-
nautical training, and between 1941 and 1945,
trained over 1,000 Black aviators for the war
effort. The Tuskegee Airmen, under the com-
mand of COL Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., flew
successful missions over Sicily, the Mediterra-
nean, and North Africa.

The Airmen completed 15,500 missions, de-
stroyed over 260 enemy aircraft, sank one
enemy destroyer, and demolished numerous
enemy installations. In addition, these brave
pilots destroyed more than 1,000 German air-
craft while accumulating an unprecedented
record of flying more than 200 bomber escort
missions over central and southern Europe
without the loss of a single bomber to enemy
aircraft. Over the course of World War I, the
Tuskegee Airmen returned home with some of
our Nation’s highest military honors including
150 Distinguished Flying Crosses, 744 Air
Medals, 8 Purple Hearts, and 14 Bronze
Stars.

The accomplishments of the Tuskegee Air-
men proved that they were highly disciplined
and capable fighters, and through their exam-
ple, millions of Americans of every race were
encouraged to pursue careers in air and
space technology.

Mr. Speaker, | reiterate my strong support
for H. Con. Res. 26.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the concurrent resolution honoring
the Tuskegee Airmen for their bravery in fight-
ing for our freedom in World War |l, and for
their contribution to creating an integrated U.S.
Air Force.

The Tuskegee Airmen were the first African
Americans to be trained by the U.S. Military to
be pilots in the U.S. Army Air Corps. Due to
the rigid pattern of racial segregation that pre-
vailed in the United States during World War
11, Black military aviators were forced to serve
in segregated units and not allowed to train or
fight alongside their white countrymen. Despite
initial obstacles, 445 went oversees as combat
pilots in the Europe, North Africa and the Med-
iterranean. Flying “bomber escort” and ground
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attack missions on 15,533 sorties and 1578
missions between May, 1943 and June 9,
1945, the Tuskegee Airmen compiled the envi-
able Air Force record wherein none of the
bombers they escorted was lost to enemy
fighters, they destroyed 251 enemy aircraft
and won more than 850 medals. Their record
was not withont losses, however, with 32
POWSs and 66 Tuskegee Airmen Kkilled in ac-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, we all remember President
Kennedy’s famous call to all Americans: “Ask
not what your country can do for you but what
you can do for your country.” Some 20 years
earlier this group of brave soldiers went above
and beyond that call in fighting for a country
that at the time refused to fight for them. Their
heroism on the battlefield not only helped to
defeat oppression in Europe but also helped
to push their own nation to confront its crimes
of oppression.

The Tuskegee airmen also known as the
“Red Tails”, because of the bright red spin-
ners and tails they painted on their planes, are
national heroes and therefore deserve the
thanks and gratitude of this nation. | ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring the
Tuskegee Airmen.

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H. Con. Res. 26, honoring the
Tuskegee Airmen, a courageous and pio-
neering group of Americans who are appro-
priately being remembered, and their contribu-
tion celebrated, today by the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Before 1940, African-Americans were barred
from flying for the U.S. military. However, the
great threat posed by the Nazi’s, and the de-
mands of Black Americans for full citizenship,
including the right to fight for their country as
patriots, persuaded the American Government
to provide an opportunity for African-Ameri-
cans to serve, even though in segregated
units.

Soon, hundreds of young men from around
the country were signing up to become Airmen
in the 332nd, the Black-only air wing created
for them. Barred from restaurants, theaters,
and libraries in their hometowns, these young
men found in the skies the freedom that elud-
ed them on land.

The Tuskegee Airmen overcame segrega-
tion and prejudice to become one of the most
highly respected fighter groups of World War
Il. In so doing, they brought the racist concep-
tions of their time crashing to the ground.

Under the able command of COL Benjamin
O. Davis, Jr., who himself became the first Af-
rican-American Air Force General, the Airmen
of the 332nd established themselves over the
skies of Sicily, the Mediterranean, and North
Africa, fighting and dying for freedom just as
their white brethren.

The Germans feared and respected the
332nd, referring to them as the Black Bird-
men. Their respect was warranted. The Air-
men completed 15,500 missions, destroyed
260 enemy aircraft, sank one enemy de-
stroyer, and demolished numerous enemy in-
stallations.

They were also known as the “Red Tail An-
gels” by American bomber crews because of
the red paint on their planes’ tails, and the
outstanding aerial protection they provided to
these crews. Indeed, the Tuskegee Airmen
would have the WWII distinction of never los-
ing a bomber under their escort, despite flying
in some of the enemies’ most heavily de-
fended areas.
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Through their World War Il service, the Air-
men would earn 150 Distinguished Flying
Crosses, 744 Air Medals, 8 Purple Hearts, and
14 Bronze Stars. At the war's end they had
not only helped to defeat the Germans, they
helped to set in motion the eventual desegre-
gation of the Armed Services a few years
later—the first real victory of the civil rights
movement.

The Tuskegee Airmen belong to a group of
African-American military heroes whose belief
in themselves, and in their country, gave them
the strength to overcome incredible obstacles
and reach unprecedented heights. In so doing
they have given hope and pride to the genera-
tions that have followed them. They also gave
hope to a young kid from Harlem, as he set
out to fight in Korea. The example they left
served me well in that war, and in life.

| would personally like to honor three indi-
viduals from the 15th district of New York:
Percy Sutton, Roscoe Brown, and Lee Archer.
They all served their country as Tuskegee Air-
men, and they have all gone on to make tre-
mendous contributions to the community of
Harlem.

| sincerely thank Congressman ROGERS for
this resolution because the Tuskegee Airmen
are a group especially deserving of our praise.
John F. Kennedy once said that, “A nation re-
veals itself not only by the men it produces,
but also the men it honors, the men it remem-
bers.” The Tuskegee Airmen are products of
America. We honor them to today, and we will
remember them forever.

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of House Concurrent Resolution 26 hon-
oring the Tuskegee Airmen.

When Tuskegee’s first school officially
opened on July 4, 1881, Booker T. Wash-
ington became the first principal and was the
first of many Tuskegee leaders. Due to the
rigid racial segregation in the United States
during World War Il, over 966 Black military
aviators were trained at Tuskegee. One of
these men, | am proud to say, was my uncle,
the Reverend LeRoy Cleaver, Jr.

My Uncle LeRoy and others serving in North
Africa, Sicily, and Europe proved that they
were not only some of the Air Force’s best
men, but the Military’s best men.

On October 9, 1943, Tuskegee’s 99th Pur-
suit Squadron was paired with the all-White
79th Fighter Group. These groups were inte-
grated and no longer restricted to being es-
corts; instead, they were assigned to the
hugely hazardous duty of bombing key Ger-
man strongholds.

Tuskegee Airmen destroyed over 1,000
German aircraft and received some of our Na-
tion’s most prestigious military honors, includ-
ing: 150 Distinguished Flying Crosses, 744 Air
Medals, 8 Purple Hearts, and 14 Bronze
Stars.

In January 1948, President Harry S. Tru-
man, favorite son of Independence, Missouri
and Missouri’s Fifth District, decided to end
segregation in the Armed Forces and civil
service, due in part to the tremendous suc-
cesses of groups like the Tuskegee Airmen.
President Truman issued Executive Order
9981, calling for “all persons in armed serv-
ices without regard to race, color, religion, or
national origin.”

On February 2, 1948, President Truman did
what no previous President had dared, he an-
nounced, courageously, in a special message
to Congress, that he had “instructed the Sec-
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retary of Defense to take steps to have the re-
maining instances of discrimination in the
armed services eliminated as rapidly as pos-
sible.”

The Tuskegee Airmen helped our Nation
walk forward toward equality. Today, we honor
them, including my Uncle Reverend LeRoy
Cleaver, Jr., because they remain among the
best advocates, soldiers, and examples in our
Nation’s history in that noble pursuit.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. ROG-
ERS) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the concurrent resolution,
H. Con. Res. 26.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————

SUPPORTING GOALS AND IDEALS
OF NATIONAL BLACK HIV/AIDS
AWARENESS DAY

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res
30) supporting the goals and ideals of
National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness
Day, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 30

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control
(““CDC”’) has stated that, at the end of 2003,
over 172,000 African Americans were living
with AIDS, representing 42 percent of all
cases in the United States;

Whereas the CDC has further stated that,
in 2003, African Americans accounted for 50
percent of all new HIV infections, despite
representing only about 12.3 percent of the
population (according to the 2000 Census);

Whereas the CDC estimates that, in 2003,
African American women represented 67 per-
cent of all new AIDS cases among women,
and were 23 times more likely to be infected
than white women;

Whereas the CDC estimates that 69 percent
of all children born to HIV infected mothers
in 2003 were African American;

Whereas the CDC has determined that the
leading cause of HIV infection among Afri-
can American men is sexual contact with
other men, followed by intravenous drug use
and heterosexual contact;

Whereas the CDC has determined that the
leading cause of HIV infection among Afri-
can American women is heterosexual con-
tact, followed by intravenous drug use;

Whereas, in 2000, AIDS was among the top
three causes of death for African American
men in the age group 25 through 54, and Afri-
can American women in the age group 35
through 44;

Whereas the CDC estimates that, since
1994, African Americans have the poorest
survival rates of any racial or ethnic group
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diagnosed with AIDS, with 55 percent sur-
viving after 9 years compared to 61 percent
of Hispanics, 64 percent of whites, and 69 per-
cent of Asian Pacific Islanders;

Whereas, in 1998, the Congress and the
Clinton Administration created the National
Minority AIDS Initiative to help coordinate
funding, build capacity, and provide preven-
tion, care, and treatment services within the
African American, Hispanic, Asian-Pacific
Islander, and Native American communities;

Whereas, in 1999, the CDC provided funding
to five national nonprofit organizations
known as the Community Capacity Building
Coalition (‘“‘CCBC”): Concerned Black Men,
Inc. of Philadelphia; Health Watch Informa-
tion and Promotion Services, Jackson State
University—Mississippi Urban Research Cen-
ter; National Black Alcoholism & Addictions
Council; and National Black Leadership
Commission on AIDS;

Whereas the CCBC assists with leadership
development of community-based organiza-
tions (‘‘CBOs”’), establishes and links pro-
vider networks, builds community preven-
tion infrastructure, promotes technical as-
sistance among CBOs, and raises awareness
among African-American communities;

Whereas, on February 23, 2001, the CCBC
organized the first annual National Black
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, whose slogan is
‘“Get Educated, Get Involved, Get Tested;
and

Whereas February 7 of each year is now
recognized as National Black HIV/AIDS
Awareness Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day and
recognizes the fifth anniversary of observing
such day;

(2) encourages State and local govern-
ments, including their public health agen-
cies, to recognize such day, to publicize its
importance among their communities, and
to encourage individuals to undergo testing
for HIV;

(3) encourages national, State, and local
media organizations to carry messages in
support of National Black HIV/AIDS Aware-
ness Day;

(4) commends the President for high-
lighting HIV/AIDS in the State of the Union
address; for emphasizing the importance of
addressing the HIV/AIDS epidemic among
the African American community, especially
among African American women; as well as
international efforts to address the global
HIV/AIDS epidemic;

(5) encourages enactment of effective HIV
prevention programs, including ABC pro-
grams like those implemented in Uganda,
which recognizes abstinence and being faith-
ful to one’s lifetime partner as effective
ways to prevent HIV; and

(6) encourages States to enact HIV surveil-
lance programs consistent with recognized
infectious disease control methods to ensure
accurate data, better targeting of resources,
and improved delivery of health services to
those living with HIV.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. DEAL) and the gentleman
from New York (Mr. TOWNS) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. DEAL).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on this legislation.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that the
House will consider H. Con. Res. 30.
This resolution supports the goals and
ideals of National Black HIV/AIDS
Awareness Day.

The HIV/AIDS epidemic in the United
States has changed dramatically over
the past 2 decades. In 1981 when pa-
tients were first diagnosed with AIDS,
they typically only survived a few
months. Today, new treatments pro-
long life for HIV/AIDS patients and can
even prevent transmission of the virus
from mother to child. Research and de-
velopment activities at the National
Institutes of Health, in addition to sig-
nificant investments in the private sec-
tor, have transformed how we treat
this disease.

As the newly appointed chairman of
the Subcommittee on Health, I look
forward to working with Members on
both sides of the aisle to continue the
progress we have made in responding to
the HIV/AIDS epidemic. That includes
examining programs to ensure that we
are adequately responding to this epi-
demic, especially in communities dis-
proportionately affected by the dis-
ease. Too many Americans are still in-
fected with this deadly disease, when
we know there are proven ways to pre-
vent its transmission.

One project that I intend to work on
will be the reauthorization of the Ryan
White CARE Act programs. Congress
invests approximately $2 billion in
Ryan White CARE Act programs. Be-
fore reauthorizing these programs, we
will evaluate how program dollars are
allocated so that taxpayer resources
are indeed providing critical treatment
services to those areas with the great-
est needs. Legislation we advance will
incorporate changes to strengthen
these programs so that better results
are achieved.

As we recognize and encourage others
to participate in the activities this
week to raise awareness about HIV/
AIDS, I would also like to draw special
attention to President Bush for his ef-
forts to address the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic, both in the United States and
around the world. President Bush has
proven time and again his commitment
to improving the lives of those im-
pacted by HIV/AIDS and deserves our
support for these endeavors.

I encourage my colleagues to adopt
this resolution

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I might consume.
I want to thank my colleague, of
course, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. LEE), who has really distin-
guished herself in this body as a real
leader for introducing this bill. This
bill has the bipartisan support of 52 co-
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sponsors and deserves the support of all
the Members of the House.

Mr. Speaker, National Black HIV/
AIDS Awareness Day was held on Feb-
ruary 7 in cities and towns all over this
country, including Atlanta, Baltimore,
Chicago, Cleveland, Dallas, Detroit,
Houston, Los Angeles, Miami and New
Orleans, New York of course, Philadel-

phia, Washington, D.C., and many,
many, more. This annual observance
was created to encourage African

Americans across the United States to
get educated, get tested, and get in-
volved in the fight against HIV/AIDS.

Now, some people may wonder, why
is it necessary to have a day to reach
out to the African American? And let
me indicate to those that raise that
question that I wish it was not nec-
essary to have this kind of targeted
outreach effort. But, unfortunately, it
is not only necessary; it is vital to us
that we do this. It is just so important.

It is of vital importance because
every day in this country 72 African
Americans are infected with HIV. Ac-
cording to the Centers For Disease
Control, African Americans make up
approximately 13 percent of the popu-
lation of the United States, but they
represent 40 percent of the total AIDS
cases reported in this country. In 2003,
CDC revealed that more African Amer-
icans were reported to have AIDS than
any other racial or ethnic group. In my
own congressional district, the largely
African American neighborhoods of Ft.
Greene and East New York continue to
experience the highest incidence of
HIV/AIDS in New York City.

In the United States, nearly 406,000
people were living with AIDS at the
end of 2003, and African Americans ac-
counted for half of these AIDS cases.
Among women, rates of HIV/AIDS diag-
nosis in African American women are
19 times higher than those of white
women and five times higher than
those of Hispanic women. Sadly, Afri-
can Americans also suffer the vast ma-
jority of deaths caused by AIDS, ac-
counting for more than half of all U.S.
AIDS-related deaths in 2003.

While these statistics are tragic, we
must never shrug our shoulders and say
nothing can be done.

We must remember HIV/AIDS is to-
tally preventable. So in the face of this
immense human tragedy, we cannot
give up. We must embrace the oppor-
tunity to encourage people to get edu-
cated, get tested, and get involved in
the fight against AIDS. We must never
forget that apathy and silence lead to
ignorance, and ignorance leads to
death. Members of this Congress must
stand together to break the silence and
reject the ignorance which is leading to
the death of ordinary people in count-
less communities all over this land.

Mr. Speaker, we must not only use
the well of the House as a forum; we
must, as I said, we must use our budget
process to provide the necessary fund-
ing for this as well. That is why I hope
that this body will move expeditiously
on the reauthorization of the Ryan
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White CARE Act. Down through the
years, this act has provided the pri-
mary source for HIV/AIDS treatment
and prevention. We need to ensure that
these funds will continue to be avail-
able to meet the needs of those who are
affected by this disease.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill and to remember,
more funding will save many more
lives and stop the spread of AIDS.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I
am pleased to yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS),
my colleague.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the gentleman for bringing
this legislation before us today, and let
me just say that I agree with the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. TOWNS),
that we need to be sure that people are
educated, tested, and treated because,
certainly, no other area of AIDS treat-
ment has seen the success of pre-
venting the transmission of AIDS from
a mother to a newborn if that mother
is tested, identified, and treated during
her pregnancy.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 6
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE).

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, let me thank
the gentleman for his leadership and
his assistance and his commitment to
addressing this pandemic and also for
yielding me the time.

Also, let me just thank the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. DEAL). I
would like to thank the gentleman
from Texas (Chairman BARTON) and the
gentleman from Michigan (Ranking
Member DINGELL) of the Committee on
Energy and Commerce and also their
staffs for helping us bring this bill to
the floor today.

I want to especially thank our lead-
ership staff and Christos Tsentas of my
office, who worked day and night to
make sure that the resolution became
a bipartisan resolution.

Mr. Speaker, 2 days ago, on February
7, we commemorated the fifth National
Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, a day
when we urged African Americans and
all Americans to get educated, to get
involved, and get tested. National
Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day was
created in 2001 by a coalition of five na-
tional nonprofit organizations to raise
awareness about the growing HIV/AIDS
epidemic among the African American
community.

The numbers are startling, Mr.
Speaker. Over 42 percent of all people
living with HIV and AIDS are African
American, even though, as my col-
league from New York pointed out, we
only represent about 13 percent of the
population. That is about 172,000 peo-
ple.

Each year, African Americans make
up over half of all new HIV/AIDS cases
diagnosed in the United States. In 2003,
67 percent of all women diagnosed with
AIDS were African American and 69
percent of all pediatric AIDS cases
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were born to African American moth-
ers.

Behind each statistic, of course, is a
real human being with family and
friends who care about them. So we are
here today for all of them, but we are
also here to raise awareness among de-
cision-makers in Congress and in the
administration.

Many of my colleagues and I quite
frankly were outraged last year during
the Vice Presidential debates when
Gwen Ifill asked both candidates to
comment on the fact that black women
between the ages of 25 and 44 are 13
times more likely to die of AIDS than
their counterparts and both candidates
were really quite frankly unaware of
this.

So, Mr. Speaker, today I want to say
it loud and clear so there is no mis-
understanding. AIDS is a public health
emergency for African Americans. The
Congressional Black Caucus was out
front of this epidemic 6 years ago when
we worked with the Clinton adminis-
tration to create the Minority AIDS
Initiative, and I want to recognize and
thank our colleague, the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. WATERS), for her
passionate and dedicated work as
chairman of the CBC then in putting
together the Minority AIDS Initiative
in 1998.
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She convened a national meeting
here in Washington, D.C., and sounded
the clarion call for all of us. Out of
that effort, we declared in my district
6 years ago, as it relates to African
Americans, a state of emergency.

Nationally, African American women
are increasingly becoming more in-
fected. Let us be for real. There has
been a lot of discussion about many
facts and a lot of individuals and com-
munities really heap a lot of blame on
men who are considered on the ‘“‘down
low.” Now, this is defined as men who
lead secret double lives having sex with
other men on the side. Some people
feel that the down low is contributing
to these statistics. But the truth is, we
just do not know.

We have to be honest with each
other. This is not new. But we must
break the silence, for if we do not, the
disease will continue to spread. We
must respect each other’s individual
personal views, but this is a public
health issue that requires a frank and
open discussion about sex and sexu-
ality. We insist that leaders in Africa
speak up frankly to discuss the pan-
demic on the continent. We applaud
President Museveni. We must demand
our leadership on all levels break the
silence. It is about life and death, not
about personal views of morality.

The HIV/AIDS rate in our prisons is
10 times higher than in the general
public. Ten times. And most of those
incarcerated are African Americans
and Latinos. What happens when over
70 percent of them return to their com-
munities next year? Talk about a pub-
lic health disaster. This is going to be
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catastrophic. Pediatric AIDS cases will
continue to soar. We cannot ignore the
reality of this situation any more.

Mr. Speaker, we need a comprehen-
sive solution. Now, I commend Presi-
dent Bush for mentioning this in his
State of the Union speech, but it is not
enough for the President to talk about
AIDS in the State of the Union. We
have to follow through, and he has to
follow through with the funding to
combat it. The budget which the Presi-
dent submitted included a $10 million
increase for the Ryan White CARE Act
next year, but this will not really cut
it. We need a realistic level of funding
that meets the need and provides at
least $513 million more, a realistic
level of funding.

Let me just say in conclusion that we
need a comprehensive approach that
embraces abstinence, A; being faithful,
B; and if you do not do either, use a
condom. That is ABC. We have to stop
the misguided ideological attack on
prevention methods that work and that
have been proven to work. An absti-
nence-only approach will not work.
Again, it is abstain, it is be faithful,
and if you do not do either, you use a
condom.

This is not an ideological issue. We
all have constituents affected by this
disease. So let us come together and
support a comprehensive response.
Again, this is about life and death. We
cannot keep our heads in the sand.

Mr. Speaker, | want to thank Chairman BAR-
TON and Ranking Member DINGELL of the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee and their
staffs for helping me bring this bill to the floor
today. And | also want to thank the leadership
staff for their help.

Mr. Speaker, two days ago, on February
7th, we commemorated the 5th National Black
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day—a day when we
urged African Americans and all Americans to
“Get Educated, Get Involved, and Get Test-
ed”. National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day
was created in 2001 by a coalition of five na-
tional non-profit organizations to raise aware-
ness about the growing HIV/AIDS epidemic
among the African-American community.

The numbers are startling, Mr. Speaker.
Over 42 percent of all people living with HIV/
AIDS are African American, even though we
only represent only about 13 percent of the
population. That's about 172,000 people. Each
year, African Americans make up over half of
all new HIV/AIDS cases diagnoses in the U.S.
In 2003, 67 percent of all women diagnosed
with AIDS were African American. And 69 per-
cent of all pediatric AIDS cases were born to
African American mothers.

Behind each statistic is a real human being,
with family and friends who care about them.
So we are here today for all of them. But we
are also here to raise awareness among deci-
sion-makers in Congress and the Administra-
tion.

Many of my colleagues and | were outraged
last year during the Vice Presidential debates
when Gwen Ifill asked both candidates to
comment on the fact that black women be-
tween the ages of 25 and 44 are 13 times
more likely to die of AIDS than their counter-
parts and both were unaware of this. So, Mr.
Speaker, today | want say it loud and clear so
there is no misunderstanding.
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AIDS is a public health emergency for Afri-
can Americans.

The Congressional Black Caucus was out in
front of this epidemic six years ago, when we
worked with the Clinton Administration to cre-
ate the Minority AIDS Initiative. And | want to
recognize and thank my colleague, Rep. MAX-
INE WATERS, for her passionate and dedicated
work as Chair of the CBC in putting together
the Minority AIDS Initiative in 1998. She con-
vened a national meeting here in Washington,
DC and sounded the clarion call for all of us.
Out of that effort, we declared a State of
Emergency in my district six years ago, as it
relates to the African American community,
because in Alameda County, our statistics are
nearly identical to the national averages.

Nationally, African American women are be-
coming increasingly infected. Most of these
women get infected through heterosexual con-
tact, while most African American men get HIV
from sex with other men. That is a fact. So
let's be for real.

There’s been a lot of discussion about these
facts, and a lot of blame heaped on men who
are on the “down low”, defined as men who
lead secret double lives having sex with other
men on the side. Some people feel that the
down low is contributing to these statistics, but
the truth is we just don’t know. But let's be
honest with each other. This is not new. But
we must break the silence, for if we don't, this
disease will continue to spread.

We must respect each other's personal
views, but this is a public health issue that re-
quires a frank and open discussion about sex
and sexuality. We insist that leaders in Africa
speak up frankly to address the pandemic on
the continent—we must demand that our lead-
ership on all fronts begin to break this silence.
It is about life and death, not personal views
of morality. Look at our prison system.

The HIV rate in our prisons is ten times
higher than in the general public. Most of
those incarcerated are African Americans and
Latinos. What happens when over 70 percent
of them return to their communities next year?
Talk about a public health disaster—this will
be catastrophic. Pediatric AIDS cases will con-
tinue to soar. We can’t afford to ignore the re-
alities of this situation any longer.

Mr. Speaker, we need a comprehensive so-
lution. | commend President Bush for men-
tioning this in his State of the Union Speech.
I's not enough for the President to talk about
AIDS in the State of the Union Address, how-
ever—he’s got to follow through with funding
to combat it. The Budget which the President
submitted includes a $10 million increase for
the Ryan White CARE Act next year. That
won’t cut it. We need a realistic level of fund-
ing that meets the need, and provides at least
$513 million more for Ryan White, for a total
of $2.6 billion. And we need to rapidly in-
crease funding for the Minority AIDS Initiative,
to at least $610 million this year. We cannot
accept another year of flat funding from this
Administration.

And as far as prevention is concerned, we
need a comprehensive approach that em-
braces the ABCs, Abstain, Be Faithful, use a
Condom if you don’t do either. We've got to
stop this misguided, ideological attack on pre-
vention methods that work, and that have
been proven to work.

An Abstinence-only approach will not work
by itself. Again Abstain, Be Faithful—if you
don’t do either, use a Condom. We all have
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constituents that are affected by this disease.
Let’s come together to support a comprehen-
sive response. Again, this is about life or
death. We cannot keep our heads in the sand.

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
am pleased to yield 5 minutes to the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON).

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman from Georgia
for yielding me this time and providing
me the opportunity to speak on this
important issue. I want to commend
the gentlewoman from California for
her leadership in this arena.

As T have spoken about many times
on the floor of the House, prior to
being elected to the Congress, I used to
take care of AIDS patients; and I and
my colleagues in the field began to see
in the 1980s the very disturbing trend
lines in the black community; and in-
deed now, today, those trend lines con-
tinue going up and up and up, and we
have a very significant crisis.

The President asked me several years
ago to assist him in getting his African
AIDS initiative through the House and
getting it enacted into law, and I was
very pleased to be able to help in that
arena. I had the opportunity to go to
Africa twice in 2003 to actually look at
what was going on in Africa, what was
working and what was not working.

Since that time, I have met with
many of the black ministers in my con-
gressional district. Florida has had a
problem with AIDS literally from the
getgo. We were one of the States with
the higher prevalence rates. Close to
95,000 people in Florida currently live
with HIV or AIDS, which is about 10 or
11 percent of the national total. The
Miami-Dade, Palm Beach, and Broward
County areas tend to be the most ad-
versely affected areas. African Ameri-
cans, Haitians, and other people from
the Caribbean islands make up a dis-
proportionately high number. It is
roughly half of all HIV/AIDS cases, but
they are only 14 percent of the popu-
lation.

What is particularly disturbing, and I
think the gentlewoman from California
touched on this, is that black women
are becoming disproportionately in-
volved. Seventy-two percent of both
HIV and AIDS cases in Florida’s black
community involve women. So this is a
disproportionately large number of
black Americans and a disproportion-
ately large number of women.

It is estimated that one in 47 black
Floridians have HIV/AIDS compared to
one in 176 Hispanics and one in 346
whites. CDC reports that HIV/AIDS
transmission among African American
men is mostly due to men having sex
with men, but among African Amer-
ican women it is through heterosexual
contact.

Now, I can get into a lot of the med-
ical details here, but it is really not
the appropriate environment, so I will
just throw out that from an epidemio-
logic perspective, part of the problem
in the black community is similar to
what was the problem in the gay com-
munity in the 1980s, and it is actually
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a phenomenon called ‘‘concurrence.”
Until we can get at that issue appro-
priately, we are not going to really de-
feat this challenge.

I was very glad that the gentle-
woman mentioned ABC. There is too
much of an emphasis on the C and not
enough on the A and the B, and I en-
courage all of my colleagues to look at
what happened in Uganda in the 1980s,
the late 1980s and the early 1990s. They
lowered their AIDS rate from 17 per-
cent, 16 percent, down to about 5 or 6
percent with no condoms being shipped
in from Europe and other places. No
help from the United States, Europe, or
NATO. The Ugandans did it on their
own. And what was it? It was A, B, C,
with an emphasis on abstinence.

The statistics from this we should
never discount. People are smarter
than a lot of the experts give them
credit for. You give them the facts,
they can change their behavior. Faith-
fulness in marriage and abstinence edu-
cation had a profound impact in Ugan-
da. We need to stress that throughout
the African continent; and most impor-
tantly, our pastors in the black com-
munities need to start getting that out
to their congregations and public
health officials.

I believe we can turn this challenge
around. I commend the gentlewoman
and the Black Caucus leadership on
this issue. It is really a problem, and I
think if we do more, we can get a lot of
good things done.

I used to take care of these patients.
It is very, very tragic; and I believe
that the costs associated with this are
going to be huge in the years ahead. So
if you are not motivated by compas-
sion, look at the dollars. We should all
be motivated, white, black, Democrat,
Republican, to get engaged on this and
do something.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, how much
time do we have left?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATHAM). The gentleman from New
York has 9% minutes remaining.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. RUSH).

(Mr. RUSH asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, first of all I
want to thank my friend, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. TOWNS),
for yielding me this time; and I want to
commend him for his many, many
years of outstanding leadership not
only on the issue of HIV/AIDS but on
other issues that face the American
people.

I want to thank my colleague, the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LEE), a person I have known for many
years; and I commend her for her lead-
ership not only on this issue but on
many issues facing the American peo-
ple. I want to thank her for intro-
ducing this fine piece of legislation,
this resolution supporting the goals of
the National Black HIV/AIDS Aware-
ness Day.
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Mr. Speaker, if you take a look at
the AIDS crisis today, you will find
some startling, disturbing, and, quite
frankly, unacceptable statistics. Even
though African Americans only make
up 12.3 percent of the population, they
account for 3 percent of all AIDS cases
since the epidemic began. Black women
have been hit the hardest, absolutely
the hardest, with 72 percent of all AIDS
cases for women being African Amer-
ican. The worst statistic of all, how-
ever, is that black Americans have the
worst survival rate among all racial
and ethnic groups, with only a 55 per-
cent survival rate after 9 years, com-
pared with 64 percent survival rates for
whites.

Mr. Speaker, these statistics illus-
trate in the starkest terms that racial
disparities continue to exist when it
comes to HIV/AIDS. This is a crisis
within my community and it needs to
be addressed, and it needs to be ad-
dressed with urgency, and it needs to
be addressed with speed.

Black Americans continue to suffer
from unequal access to quality health
care. Moreover, it is vitally important
that black Americans undergo testing
for HIV in order to detect the virus
early and to prevent its spread within
the community.

National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness
Day is celebrating its fifth anniver-
sary, and I think it is a good public re-
lations campaign to encourage exactly
this type of early testing and interven-
tion. The gentlewoman from California
needs to be thanked again and again
and again for introducing this resolu-
tion. I admire her courage and her
commitment and her compassion.

But, Mr. Speaker, we need more than
just talk and good will; we need action.
We need ABC, abstinence, faithfulness,
and condoms. Mr. Speaker, I hope that
this Congress will address this issue
with resources and conviction.

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. DAVIS).

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to thank the gentleman for yield-
ing me this time.

Mr. Speaker, we have heard statistic
after statistic. We have heard number
after number. It is very clear that HIV/
AIDS is indeed an emergency situation
in the African American community. It
is a real problem across the country in
all communities. The question that
comes is: What do we really do about
it?

I commend the President for men-
tioning in his State of the Union ad-
dress an additional focus on the issue.
I agree with my friend from Florida
who suggests that we need abstinence
and education information, but we
really need a comprehensive approach
to the problem. We must have enough
resources for treatment, we must focus
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on prevention, and we must focus on
changing and altering lifestyles.

Mr. Speaker, America has within it
the resources to really deal with this
issue; we just need the will. I commend
the gentlewoman from California for
her leadership and all of those who
have pledged to do what they can. I
also commend all of those individuals
in my community. I have been publicly
tested three times to help convince in-
dividuals to be tested, to do the things
that are necessary. Churches are get-
ting more involved, as they should. We
must continue.

Mr. Speaker, according to the 2000 Census,
African Americans make up 12.3 percent of
the Nation’s population but account for 40 per-
cent of the estimated AIDS cases diagnosed
since the epidemic began. Through science,
research, and medical advancements, there
are better treatments, prevention efforts, and a
decline in AIDS diagnoses and deaths, except
for African Americans. Between 1999 and
2003, AIDS diagnoses among African-Ameri-
cans increased by 7 percent, compared to a 3
percent decline among White Americans.
Deaths among African Americans remained
fairly stable but declined by 18 percent among
White Americans over this period. In 2003, 59
children younger than 13 years of age in our
country had a new AIDS diagnosis, 40 of the
59 were African-American. Of the 90 infants
reported as having HIV/AIDS in 2003, 62 of
the 90 were African-American.

It is important Congress takes time to focus
and support January 7th as National Black
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, especially since
the startling statistics continue. In 2002-2003,
the HIV/AIDS rates for African-American fe-
males were 19 times the rates for White fe-
males and 5 times the rate for Hispanic fe-
males. Although African-American teens ages
13-19 represent only 15 percent of the teen-
agers in our Nation, they accounted for 65
percent of new AIDS cases reported among
teens in 2002.

In lllinois and Chicago, we also continue to
lose our African-American mothers, sisters
and young people—the future generation—in-
credibly more than any other group in Amer-
ican to AIDS. Approximately 66 percent of llli-
nois women living with HIV are African-Amer-
ican, while African Americans only make up
15 percent of the lllinois female population. In
Chicago, African-American women are 12
times that of White women and 4 times that of
Hispanic women to have AIDS. In lllinois, Afri-
can-Americans accounted for 58 percent of re-
ported AIDS cases among teens ages 13 to
19.

Mr. Speaker, | stand here today rattling off
statistic after statistic because HIV/AIDS is
plaguing and destroying African-American
communities. Yet, | wonder how many of my
colleagues or how many Americans, including
African-Americans, know how devastating and
destructive this disease is on one population
in our country. It leads to the questions, why
is more not being done? Why has this not
been considered a national public health
emergency? With more African-American
males in prison, more African-American fe-
males living and dying with HIV/AIDS, what is
to happen to the African-American children
and families?

We all must get behind the National Black
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day slogan “Get Edu-
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cated, Get Involved, Get Tested”. | am proud
to have joined individuals in my congressional
district last year on Worlds AIDS Day and got
tested. | am also very excited and pleased
that the AIDS Foundation of Chicago, AFC, in-
troduced its new Faith in Prevention initiative
last year, which aims to include 12 churches
and faith-based organizations to reduce the
impact of HIV and AIDS on the health of Afri-
can-American men and women in Chicago.
Each received a leadership grant to support
activities such as HIV outreach and education,
HIV prevention Ministries, support groups and
awareness events.

Again, | support this legislation and thank
the gentlewoman from California for her dedi-
cation to HIV/AIDS and for bring this legisla-
tion to the floor. But | remind our country—
more needs to be done.

0 1145

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from the
Virgin Islands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN).

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from New York
(Mr. TowNs) for yielding me this time
and for his leadership on this impor-
tant issue.

I rise to support this resolution.
Monday of this week was National
Black HIV and AIDS Awareness and In-
formation Day. It is timely for us to
consider this resolution, but this can
only be the beginning.

Today, African American women
have a 23 times greater AIDS rate than
white women, and African American
men almost nine times greater rate of
AIDS than their white counterparts. It
was my honor, along with the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE), this
Monday to host the Howard University
National AIDS Education and Training
Center here on Capitol Hill for a brief-
ing on where we are in the epidemic
and the outstanding work they have
been able to do in providing technical
assistance, training and support to cen-
ters and providers around our country
that serve minority populations with
HIV and AIDS.

It was great to hear and see the Mi-
nority HIV/AIDS Initiative funding
doing exactly what it was intended to
do, build capacity in heavily affected
communities and improve culturally
and linguistically concordant commu-
nity-driven services.

Later on in the evening of Black
AIDS Day, I joined New York City
Council Speaker Gifford Miller and
Councilman Al Vann in recognizing
several community activists for their
work. We also honored Debra Fraser
Howze, the founder and president of the
National Black Leadership Commission
on AIDS, who chaired the day’s activi-
ties nationally. Debra was also one of
the moving forces behind the creation
of the Minority HIV/AIDS Initiative,
and we take this opportunity to recog-
nize her contribution.
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I also want to talk about some of the
threats that are increasing the risk of
HIV and AIDS, especially in women.
First are the cuts in the President’s
budget in AIDS programs and all of
health, but also the cuts in education,
housing, and economic opportunity
programs which will fuel the spread of
this disease.

Second is the misguided decision on
the part of the department not to tar-
get funding of the small initiative to
the indigenous community and faith-
based organizations in the most se-
verely impacted communities of color.
We have to empower our communities
to be able to effect change.

Third is the ideological intrusion
into good science and documented ef-
fective preventive practices. My col-
leagues, we cannot bury our heads in
the sand and deny the effectiveness of
condoms for the sexually active, and
neither can you insist that abstinence-
only programs be used when they ig-
nore the reality of situations of the
people who need to be protected and
whose lives we need to save.

So this resolution is important, and I
want to join everyone in applauding
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LEE) for her leadership and her firm
stance in not allowing the sense of the
resolution to be diluted, and all on this
side and the other side of the aisle who
supported her. But it can only be a be-
ginning; we have a lot more to do, and
we will be calling on our colleagues to
join us in doing what we must to win
the war against this epidemic that has
come to devastate so many commu-
nities of color, HIV and AIDS.

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent to yield 3 min-
utes to the gentleman from New York
(Mr. TowNs) and that he may control
that time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATHAM). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. KUCINICH).

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I want
to join with my African American col-
leagues in asking and appealing to the
American people to understand that
HIV/AIDS is devastating to the Afri-
can-American community. The Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
have estimated that of all Americans
living with HIV/AIDS, African Ameri-
cans represent 42 percent of those
cases. The same is true in my State of
Ohio, but the rate for blacks in Cleve-
land is even higher, 56 percent.

We have to attack the stigmatization
of the disease among African Ameri-
cans. We must start by focusing on pre-
vention, which is consistent with CDC
guidelines, emphasizing and identi-
fying HIV positives, and we must push
for a comprehensive prevention policy
that includes condoms and does not ig-
nore science at the expense of ideology.

We must commit to increasing fund-
ing for the Minority AIDS Initiative to
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at least $610 million, while increasing
overall budget for the Ryan White
CARE Act to fully cover treatment and
eliminate waiting lists for
antiretroviral drugs. We must increase
funding for the Ryan White CARE Act
by $5613 million.

We have a moral imperative to fight
AIDS. We have a moral imperative to
join with the African-American com-
munity in doing so.

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE).

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for his
commitment to this issue, and I thank
as well the author, sponsor and leader
on this issue in this Congress, the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. LEE).

Sometimes the Lees are walking on
the same pathway, and I certainly ap-
preciate the fact I have been able to
walk with her on this avocation in rec-
ognizing the devastation of HIV/AIDS
as relates to the African-American
community; and I thank the gentle-
woman for allowing us to join her as
original cosponsors on this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, let me indicate that al-
though we have heard from speakers
all over the country, it needs to be said
over and over again, this is not an iso-
lated question dealing with HIV/AIDS.
It is an epidemic. It is nationwide. It is
worldwide.

HIV/AIDS cases reported for African-
American women in particular have
grown in numbers in the Houston area
from 27 percent to 53 percent. National
statistics show the same trend. Data
from the Centers for Disease Control
reported that African-American women
diagnosed with AIDS increased 53 per-
cent to 67 percent as a fraction of all
women diagnosed with AIDS from 1985
to 2002. CDC data for 2002 indicate Afri-
can-American women diagnosed with
AIDS account for 50 cases per 100,000
population, nearly five times greater
than the next ethnic group most af-
fected by AIDS.

I cite those numbers not to ignore
the plight of others impacted by HIV/
AIDS, the Hispanic and Asian commu-
nities, African-American males, and
certainly as was indicated on this
floor, a lot of the transmission to Afri-
can-American women comes from het-
erosexual sex. But we realize this im-
pacts all populations, regardless of
one’s sexual orientation, and HIV/AIDS
is a disease of America. It is important
to emphasize this day, to salute those
who continue to focus on the question
of HIV/AIDS in our community. This
resolution continues to tell cities to
promote this.

Mr. Speaker, I conclude by saying
that we ask for a national summit on
this issue. I join my colleagues in en-
suring that happens.

Mr. Speaker, | join my colleagues today to
support H. Con. Res. 30 highlighting National
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Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day. African
Americans—particularly women—have been
vulnerable to HIV and AIDS infections. The
Centers for Disease Control reported that Afri-
can Americans accounted for about half of all
new HIV infections, although they represent
just over 12 percent of the population.

HIV/AIDS cases reported for African-Amer-
ican women in the Houston area from 27 per-
cent to 53 percent. National statistics show the
same trends. Data from the Center for Dis-
ease Control reported that African-American
women diagnosed with AIDS increased 53
percent to 67 percent as a fraction of all
women diagnosed with AIDS from 1985 to
2002. CDC data from 2002 indicate for women
diagnosed with  AIDS, African-American
women account for 50 cases per 100,000 pop-
ulation—nearly five times greater than for the
next ethnic group most affected by AIDS.

CDC data for the year 2002 for men diag-
nosed with AIDS show that African Americans
have the highest instance of reported cases
with 111.9 cases per 100,000 population. The
Houston Department of Health and Human
Services provided me with some local data for
HIV and AIDS. While the overall number of
AIDS and HIV cases reported have remained
more or less constant—or even declined—
from 1999 to 2003, there have been increases
over that time period for African Americans.

The newest HIV and AIDS therapies have
proven effective in controlling the progression
of the disease. However we all know about
the high cost of these miracle drugs, which
denies many African Americans their life sav-
ing benefit. A recent report from the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau indicates that around 20 percent
of the Nation’s African Americans are unin-
sured. That same report indicated that the
poverty rate for African Americans was around
24 percent—higher than any other ethnic
group identified in the study.

One group that is helping address the avail-
ability of HIV and AIDS treatments for the poor
is Dr. Joseph Gathe, one of Houston’s best-
known AIDS doctors, and his colleagues. Dr.
Gathe and his colleagues established the
Donald R. Watkins Memorial Foundation in
Houston in 1996—a tax exempt clinic devoted
to providing quality HIV and AID therapies to
the underserved and uninsured in the Houston
area. On this National Black HIV/AIDS Aware-
ness Day we want to recognize and honor
people like Dr. Gathe and his co-workers who
have devoted their professional lives to treat-
ing underserved patients with HIV and AIDS.
HIV and AIDS are communicable diseases
and effective treatment of all infected patients
is a national public health priority. | hope that
you will all join me in the continued support for
facilities like the Donald R. Watkins Memorial
Foundation and physicians like Dr. Gathe.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I would just like to say
that I really appreciate the work of the
gentlewoman from California (Ms. LEE)
and all the other Members that worked
on this, including the chairman of the
Subcommittee on Health, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. DEAL), the
ranking member of the Subcommittee
on Health, the chairman of the full
committee and of course the ranking
member of the full committee and all
of the staff for all of the work they
have done.
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This is an area that we really need to
focus on. We need to work together on
this issue to be able to see what we can
do to bring it under control. It has
been said over and over again that this
is a disease that can be dealt with. The
only thing we have to do is put some
resources there and also work together.
I think if we do that, we can bring this
horrible disease under control.

I want to thank all of those who
worked so hard to make us focus on
this because this is something that we
cannot ignore. Some things you can ig-
nore and they will go away. If we ig-
nore this, it is going to get bigger and
bigger and bigger. The time is now to
put the resources behind it and deal
with it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to express my support for H. Con. Res.
30, supporting the goals and ideals of National
Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day.

The HIV/AIDS epidemic is not over. Accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, African-Americans make up 12
percent of the U.S. population, and account
for half of the new HIV cases reported in the
United States. HIV/AIDS is devastating Black
people in Africa and America, and we must
act now to turn this epidemic of our time
around.

Overall, it is estimated that half of new HIV
infections occur among teenagers and young
adults aged 25 years and younger. Numerous
studies suggest that African-American young
people represent the majority of these infec-
tions. Something must be done, and we must
all do our part.

In the early 1980s, HIV/AIDS was primarily
considered a gay white disease in the United
States. Today, however, the HIV epidemic in-
fects and affects African-Americans more than
any other population. It's not who you are, but
what you do that puts you at risk for HIV/
AIDS.

African Americans suffer the “vast majority”
of deaths from AIDS-related causes, according
to a Health and Human Services report. More
than half of the new HIV/AIDS diagnoses in 32
states between 2000 and 2003 were among
African-Americans, although African-Ameri-
cans represented only 13 percent of the popu-
lations of those States, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention’s Mor-
bidity and Mortality Weekly report.

During the same period, 69 percent of
women who tested HIV-positive were African-
American, and the HIV/AIDS prevalence rate
among African-American women is 18 times
the rate among non-Hispanic white women. In
addition, African-American men in 2003 had
the highest rate of new HIV/AIDS diagnoses
than any other racial/ethnic group, about
seven times the rate among white men and
twice the rate among African-American
women.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to reiterate my support
for H. Con. Res. 30, National Black HIV/AIDS
Awareness Day. Something must be done,
and we must all do our part.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to recognize National Black HIV/AIDS Aware-
ness Day. This is a day intended to raise
awareness and visibility of HIV/AIDS preven-
tion efforts among African Americans. | ap-
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plaud the efforts of Representative LEE from
California in bringing this important resolution
to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, this day is unfortunately very
necessary. It deserves the attention of this
Congress and our Nation because the face of
HIV/AIDS is changing. Since the onslaught of
HIV in the early 80s, the face of HIV/AIDS has
become increasingly more African-American
and more female.

In fact, HIV/AIDS is the leading cause of
death for African Americans between the ages
of 25-44.

Also, while African Americans represent
only 12 percent of the population, we account
for 49 percent of all reported cases of AIDS
reported among adults and adolescents and
the AIDS diagnosis rate among African Ameri-
cans was almost 11 times the rate among
whites.

For African-American women the figures are
even more shocking as they account for 67
percent of all new HIV cases. Needless to say
these figures are appalling and indicate we
need to face this pandemic with all due ur-
gency.

| think there are many things that we can do
to help alleviate the problem, but there are two
pressing items that come to mind:

First, each of us must be willing to have a
difficult conversation with people we love
about protecting themselves from AIDS. Hav-
ing these difficult conversations can save
lives.

Second, we must work together to fight the
virus where it is having its most deadly impact.
Federal dollars for HIV/AIDS prevention, diag-
nosis, and treatment should follow the epi-
demic and reach those who are most affected.
Needless to say, more Federal funding is
needed to accomplish this goal.

| applaud the President for mentioning this
HIV/AIDS problem during his State of the
Union Address.

However, the meager increase in the Bush
budget for the Ryan White AIDS program at
$2.1 billion is a good start, but, sadly not
enough. That is why full funding for the Minor-
ity Aids Initiative, spearheaded by MAXINE WA-
TERS and the Congressional Black Caucus in
1998 is so important.

Mr. Speaker, in 1998, | received some local
criticism for speaking out about HIV/AIDS in
Baltimore. To this day, | occasionally am told
that highlighting the health crisis devastating
Baltimore’s African-American community rein-
forces negative stereotypes about African-
Americans.

Nationally, however, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention inform us that
more than one-half of the adult American men
infected during the last 20 years have been
people of color.

Remaining silent about a threat of such
magnitude would be an unthinkable moral
error.

In the Congress, our public conversation
about the adequacy of America’s response to
AIDS will continue as long as Federal policy
fails to adequately protect our health.

We already know, however, that public pol-
icy and Federal funds alone will not fully safe-
guard those we love.

In every household, church and school,
Americans must find the will to talk candidly
with each other about protecting ourselves.

No one else will value our lives more than
we do.
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As a father, | know that talking with our chil-
dren about their personal lives can be a dif-
ficult and uncomfortable duty—but we have no
choice.

Eight out of every ten American women and
children infected by the HIV virus since 1981
have been people of color—and one of the
most cruel aspects of this plague is its pref-
erence for the young.

It has become the second leading killer of
young black women—and the current trends
offer no comfort.

Of the 40,000 new HIV infections reported
nationally during 1999-2000, fully one-half in-
volved young people under the age of 24.

Three-quarters of those new victims have
been young people who look like us.

When we confront these appalling facts,
each of us who is a parent or grandparent is
faced with a difficult question.

What do we say to our young people that
will help them protect themselves from this
plague?

Dr. Ligia Peralta, Director of the Adolescent
AIDS Clinic at the University of Maryland
School of Medicine, suggests that our private
conversations with our children empower them
to take control of their own health.

“For young women, in particular” she in-
forms us, “the greatest risk of contracting HIV/
AIDS comes from an intimate relationship with
someone she loves. Theoretically, she under-
stands the risk of sexually-transmitted infec-
tion. Personally, though, she may not connect
that risk with her man.”

“If her young man is not an intravenous
drug user,” Dr. Peralta continues, “a young
woman in love may think that she is safe from
HIV/AIDS. She doesn’t even think about the
possibility that he may have been infected by
another woman, or by another man.”

Therein lies their danger. In our private con-
versations with our children about protecting
themselves from HIV/AIDS, we should counsel
abstinence. As a practical matter, however, it
is wise to discuss all of their options, including
condoms.

With Federal help, local health departments
now offer free, anonymous HIV/AIDS coun-
seling and testing. Sexually active young peo-
ple should take advantage of that service—
and insist that their partners do so as well.
Talking candidly with our children about inti-
mate matters can be difficult.

It is those private conversations, however,
that will save the lives of those we love. Si-
lence about HIV/AIDS feeds the destroyer of
lives.

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in strong support of this measure, which sup-
ports the goals and ideals of National Black
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, which was Feb-
ruary 7, 2005. This measure recognizes the
fifth anniversary of National Black HIV/AIDS
Awareness Day and encourages the President
to emphasize the importance of addressing
the HIV/AIDS epidemic among the African-
American community, especially among Afri-
can-American women.

The statistics on HIV/AIDS in the African-
American community are alarming. Over
172,000 African-Americans are living with
AIDS and this population represents 42 per-
cent of all cases in the United States. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
also estimate that 69 percent of all children
born to HIV-infected mothers were African-
American. On a whole, African-Americans
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have the poorest survival rates of any racial or
ethnic group diagnosed with AIDS, with 55
percent surviving after 9 years compared to 61
percent of Hispanics, 64 percent of whites,
and 69 percent of Asian Pacific Islanders.

Another goal of National Black HIV/AIDS
Awareness Day is to encourage State and
local governments, including their public health
agencies, to recognize this day and to pub-
licize its importance among their communities
as well as to encourage individuals to undergo
testing for HIV.

At this time, | am particularly pleased to rec-
ognize the city of Alexandria and Wholistic
Family Agape Ministries Institute for hosting a
city of Alexandria Unified Outreach Event in
recognition of National Black HIV/AIDS Aware-
ness Day. In the Commonwealth of Virginia,
African-American females account for 76.5
percent of the female cases and African-Amer-
ican males account for 55.1 percent of the
cases. On February 7, Mayor Bill Euille, on
behalf of the Alexandria City Council, issued a
proclamation urging all citizens to take part in
activities and observances designed to in-
crease awareness and understanding of HIV/
AIDS as a global challenge, to take part in
HIV/AIDS prevention activities and programs,
and to join the local and global effort to pre-
vent the further spread of HIV and AIDS.

The Wholistic Family Agape Ministries Insti-
tute and the city of Alexandria should be com-
mended for their efforts to provide information
and support to the Alexandria community and
help to lower the percentage of African-Amer-
ican individuals contracting HIV and AIDS.

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker,
today the House of Representatives will vote
on House Concurrent Resolution 30 sup-
porting the goals and ideals of National Black
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, which has been
observed in February the past 5 years.

Last year, | brought together a number of
African-American community leaders in Lan-
sing, MI, with an expert on HIV/AIDS issues in
the Black community. That gathering brought
to light the sad statistics on this disease
among African Americans across the Nation
and right in my own community.

The more than 172,000 African Americans
living with AIDS in the United States rep-
resents about 42 percent of cases in the Na-
tion.

Estimates put the Michigan HIV-infected
population at more than 16,000, with African-
American men, at 44 percent, and African-
American women, at 20 percent, outnum-
bering two-to-one all cases in white men—25
percent—and women—5 percent—and those
of other ethnicity. Ingham County in the Eighth
Congressional District is among the 15 Michi-
gan counties that account for 84 percent of all
cases of HIV/AIDS in the State.

Across the Nation, in 2003, African Ameri-
cans accounted for half of all new HIV infec-
tions, even though they make up only slightly
over 12 percent of the Nation’s entire popu-
lation. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control
tell us that African-American women account
for 67 percent of all new AIDS cases among
women, and AIDS is one of the top three lead-
ing causes of death among African-American
women ages 35 through 44.

Among African-American men, AIDS also
falls in the top three of causes of death among
those ages 25 through 54.

Today’s vote highlights the need to support
the goals and ideals of National Black HIV/
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AIDS Awareness Day on February 7 each
year at the local, State, and national level of
government and media. It also highlights the
need to build awareness and education
among African-American communities as we
work to reduce this dangerous disease among
the families and communities across the Na-
tion.

As we acknowledge the awareness and
education efforts signified by National Black
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, | am committed to
working with our community and national
groups as they focus on preventing this seri-
ous disease and reducing the impact it has on
individual communities and states, and on our
entire Nation.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H. Con. Res. 30, supporting the goals and
ideals of National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness
Day. HIV/AIDS is having a devastating affect
on the African American community. The sta-
tistics given by the Center for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) are staggering. The
cold numbers reveal the stunning human cost
of the disease.

While African Americans make up less than
13 percent of the population in the United
States, they represent almost 40 percent of
the diagnosed cases of AIDS since the epi-
demic started. In 2003, African Americans ac-
counted for almost 50 percent of the estimated
cases diagnosed. African American women
are currently the most at risk of contracting
HIV/AIDS. The rate of AIDS cases among
black women is 19 times higher than white
women and five times the infection rate of
Latinas. The infection rate among black men,
while lower, is no less troubling. In 2003, 44
percent of the AIDS cases diagnosed among
men were African American males.

These numbers are painful to listen to and
to read. The painful realities of this world do
not always make front-page news, but this
issue must be addressed. We must join to-
gether in a bi-partisan, bi-cameral effort to
eradicate this epidemic.

| am pleased to join with my esteemed col-
league Ms. LEE in this effort and commend her
distinguished and dedicated leadership on this
issue. Mr. Speaker, thousands of African
Americans are suffering from HIV/AIDS. On
this day, National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness
and Information Day, we must make a con-
certed effort to ensure that education, aware-
ness and prevention are a priority in the 109th
Congress.

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from New York
(Mr. TowNs) for his handling of the res-
olution on the floor today. I urge adop-
tion of this resolution, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
DEAL) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 30,
as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
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Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AF-
FAIRS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 9, 2005.
Hon. DENNIS J. HASTERT,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER HASTERT: I hereby resign
from the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to
accept my appointment to the Committee on
Homeland Security.

Also, I ask that you consider my request
for a leave of absence from the VA Com-
mittee. I have been privileged to serve as
Chairman of the Health Subcommittee and
hope to return to the Committee sometime
in the future.

Thank you for giving me an opportunity to
serve our nation as a member of the new,
permanent Homeland Security Committee. I
appreciate all of your support.

All the best,
ROB SIMMONS,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHoOD). Without objection, the res-
ignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 418, REAL ID ACT OF 2005

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 71 and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H.RES. 71

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 418) to estab-
lish and rapidly implement regulations for
State driver’s license and identification doc-
ument security standards, to prevent terror-
ists from abusing the asylum laws of the
United States, to unify terrorism-related
grounds for inadmissibility and removal, and
to ensure expeditious construction of the
San Diego border fence. The first reading of
the bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed one hour and 40
minutes, with 40 minutes equally divided and
controlled by the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary; 40 minutes equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform; and 20 minutes equally divided
and controlled by the chairman and ranking
minority member of the Committee on
Homeland Security. After general debate the
Committee of the Whole shall rise without
motion. No further consideration of the bill
shall be in order except pursuant to a subse-
quent order of the House.

POINT OF ORDER
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas.
Speaker, I raise a point of order.

Mr.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman will state her point of order.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to section 426 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, I
make a point of order against consider-
ation of the rule, H. Res. 71.

Line 10 on page 2 of H. Res. 71 states,
““All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived.”” The rule
makes in order H.R. 418, the REAL ID
Act of 2005, which contains a large un-
funded mandate on State governments
in violation of section 425 of the Budget
Act. Section 426 of the Budget Act spe-
cifically states that the Rules Com-
mittee may not waive section 425, and
therefore this rule violates section 426.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Texas makes a point of
order that the resolution violates sec-
tion 426(a) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974.

In accordance with section 426(b)(2)
of the Act, the gentlewoman has met
the threshold burden to identify the
specific language in the resolution on
which the point of order is predicated.

Under section 426(b)(4) of the Act, the
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACK-
SON-LEE) and the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) each will control
10 minutes of debate on the question of
consideration.

Pursuant to consideration 426(b)(3) of
the Act, after that debate, the Chair
will put the question of consideration,
to wit: “Will the House now consider
the resolution?”’

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE).
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Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Section 425 of the Budget Act states
that a point of order lies against legis-
lation which imposes an underfunded
mandate against State or local govern-
ments more than 62 million per year
over 5 years. At the very least, Mr.
Speaker, we have before us today an
unfunded mandate that will cost State
governments between $660 million and
$780 million over the next 5 years
alone. It has come to my attention
that the National Governors Associa-
tion is opposed to this legislation for
that very fact.

Specifically, subparagraphs b, c, d,
and e of section 202 of H.R. 418 requires
State governments to comply with new
Federal driver’s license requirements
and to verify and store additional per-
sonal identification records, which the
Congressional Budget Office, CBO, in
its latest estimate projects to cost $120
million over the next 5 years, but last
estimated costs States $240 million
over 5 years. There have been no sub-
stantive changes since last year’s to
imply that this bill would not cost the
States at least $240 million as esti-
mated by the last Congress.

The above sections also require
States to participate in an interstate
database to share driver information,
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which CBO estimates will cost an addi-
tional $80 million over 3 years. In addi-
tion, by necessary implication, the bill
would require States to develop new
standards for the issuance of birth and
death certificates which CBO has esti-
mated would cost States $460 million
over the next 5 years. There is over-
whelming evidence before us today
that this bill, which has bypassed the
committee process, denies Members
the opportunity to hear expert testi-
mony on the impact of these sweeping
changes or to determine alternatives to
ensure that all of us are on the same
page in the war against terrorism.

The opportunity to determine
changes to current law or to offer
amendments to the proposed legisla-
tion was not given to us, and it will im-
pose overwhelming costs on State gov-
ernments already struggling to meet
the growing costs of local law enforce-
ment’s role in securing the homeland.

Even further, this bill was drafted
without any input from the Governors
and State legislatures and even ex-
cludes the States from the standard-
setting process despite States’ historic
roles as the issuers of driver’s licenses
and other identification data. We must
be in partnership with our States if we
are going to have a real war against
terror in the United States.

For these reasons, the Nationals Gov-
ernors Association, as I indicated; the
American Association of Motor Vehicle
Administrators; and the National Con-
ference of State Legislatures all
strongly oppose this legislation in its
present form. In a letter issued yester-
day, the National Governors Associa-
tion, American Association of Motor
Vehicle Administrators say that they
are in opposition to the driver’s license
provision in both H.R. 418 and H.R. 368,
stating the costs of implementing such
standards and verification procedures
for the 220 million driver’s licenses by
States represents a massive unfunded
mandate. This does not say that in a
bipartisan manner reasoned out
through committee process done very
quickly that some addressing of this
question cannot be properly answered.

The National Conference of State
Legislatures also has voiced strong op-
position, stating that NCSL is opposed
to any further Federal attempts in-
cluding coercion or direct preemption
to usurp State authority over the driv-
er’s license process or diminish the va-
lidity or usefulness of licenses awarded
at the State level. NCSL urges the Fed-
eral Government to respect the provi-
sions and intent of the Unfunded Man-
dates Reform Act of 1995.

What we have here today is an as-
sault on federalism in the legislative
process. The point of order is not about
whether one agrees or disagree with
the sweeping policy changes of the
REAL ID Act. This point of order is
about the farce before us that has
trampled States’ rights and inflated
the burden on our local governments
without their input.

I urge Members to vote ‘“‘no’’ on con-
sideration of the resolution and stand
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up for the rights of their home States’
legislature, Governor, and local gov-
ernments, along with the people of the
United States.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I will perhaps apologize to the gentle-
woman from Texas. I had thought that
the minority was well equipped to have
a document which I will enter into the
RECORD from the Congressional Budget
Office, a cost estimate dated February
7, 2005, concerning H.R. 418, the REAL
ID Act of 2005, which is a summary of
the issues that the gentlewoman from
Texas is bringing up.

The information that the gentle-
woman is referencing is addressed
within this document by the CBO. If I
could, I would like to summarize for
the gentlewoman, pending such time as
we get her a copy of this, and I apolo-
gize that evidently one has not been
provided to her. And I quote: ‘“‘As a re-
sult, the additional costs that would be
imposed by H.R. 418, the REAL ID Act
of 2005, would not exceed the annual
threshold established in the Unfunded
Mandates Act, $62 million in 2005,”
which is the annual adjustment rate
for inflation. This bill authorized ap-
propriations for grants to States and
appropriations would be under that
amount. And I would be pleased to
make sure that the gentlewoman has
that at this time.

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE
H.R. 416—REAL ID Act of 2005

Summary: H.R. 418 would authorize the ap-
propriation of such sums as necessary for fis-
cal years 2005 through 2009 for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS) to make
grants to states to cover the costs of improv-
ing the security of driver’s licenses as re-
quired by the bill. The legislation also would
make changes to current immigration law
that aim to prevent the entry of suspected
terrorists into the United States. CBO esti-
mates that implementing H.R. 418 would cost
about $100 million over the 2005-2010 period,
assuming appropriation of the necessary
amounts. Enacting the bill would not affect
direct spending or receipts.

H.R. 418 contains several intergovern-
mental mandates as defined in the Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act (UMRA). CBO esti-
mates that those mandates would impose in-
cremental costs on state, local, and some
tribal governments above what they will
likely spend under current law. CBO esti-
mates that costs to those governments will
total more than $100 million over the 2005-
2009 period under current law. By compari-
son, we estimate that such costs would total
about $120 million (over the 2006-2010 period)
under H.R. 418. As a result, the additional
costs that would be imposed by H.R. 418
would not exceed the annual threshold estab-
lished in UMRA ($62 million in 2005, adjusted
annually for inflation). The bill would au-
thorize appropriations for grants to states to
cover their costs.

This bill contains no new private-sector
mandates as defined in UMRA.

Estimated cost to the Federal Govern-
ment: The estimated budgetary impact of
H.R. 418 is shown in the following table. The
costs of this legislation fall within budget
function 750 (administration of justice).
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By fiscal year, in millions of dollars—
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

CHANGES IN SPENDING SUBJECT TO APPROPRIATION

Estimated Authoriza-
tion Level
Estimated Outlays .....

2010

0 40 25 25 5 5
0 40 25 25 5 5

Basis of estimate: The Intelligence Reform
and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (Pub.
L. 108-458) authorized the appropriation of
such sums as necessary for fiscal years 2005
through 2009 for the Department of Transpor-
tation to make grants to states to cover the
costs of improving the security of driver’s li-
censes as required by that act. H.R. 418
would repeal those provisions of Public Law
108-458, shift the responsibility of admin-
istering this program from the Department
of Transportation to DHS, and require state
and local governments to comply with more
stringent provisions than under current law.
H.R. 418 would authorize the appropriation of
such sums as necessary for fiscal years 2005
through 2009 for DHS to make grants to
states to cover the costs of complying with
the bill’s provisions.

Requirements for driver’s licenses and identi-
fication cards

Public Law 108-458 created federal stand-
ards for issuing driver’s licenses and identi-
fication cards and also imposed intergovern-
mental mandates on state, local, and some
tribal governments. That law, however, gave
broad authority to the Department of Trans-
portation to negotiate the specific require-
ments of those standards. Based on informa-
tion from federal, state, and local agencies,
CBO assumes that the process for a nego-
tiated rulemaking will give state and local
governments the opportunity to help shape
federal standards; those standards are thus
likely to be less costly to implement than
the requirements of H.R. 418.

In contrast, the provisions of H.R. 418 are
more specific and likely would go beyond
what will be required under current law. Spe-
cifically, state-licensing agencies would be
required to verify the documents presented
as proof of identification, residency, and citi-
zenship status. Many of the agencies that
issue those documents charge a fee for
verification services. Licensing agencies also
would have to upgrade computer systems to
verify documents and to digitize and store
electronic copies of all source documents. Fi-
nally, some states that do not currently re-
quire background checks for certain employ-
ees would face additional costs to complete
those checks.

CBO estimates that these additional re-
quirements in H.R. 418 would impose costs
above those incurred under current law.
Based on information from state representa-
tives, CBO estimates that DHS would spend
about $20 million over the five-year period to
reimburse states for the cost of complying
with the legislation, subject to appropriation
of the necessary amounts.

Driver license agreement

In addition, H.R. 418 would require states
to participate in the Driver License Agree-
ment, an interstate database to share driver
information that was not included in Public
Law 108-458. Based on information from the
Government Accountability Office and the
American Association of Motor Vehicle Ad-
ministrators, CBO estimates that it would
cost $80 million over three years to reim-
burse states for the cost to establish and
maintain the database.

Barriers at U.S.-Mexico border

The Illegal Immigration Reform and Immi-
gration Responsibility Act provided for the
construction of a series of roads and fences
along the U.S.-Mexico border near San Diego
to deter entry of illegal immigrants. All but
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about three miles of this barrier have been
completed. Since February 2004, completion
of the barrier has been delayed because of en-
vironmental conflicts with the Coastal Zone
Management Act (CZMA). H.R. 418 would
permit DHS to waive this act and any other
laws as necessary to complete construction
of the barrier.

DHS estimates that it has spent about $30
million thus far on the barrier and that it
will cost an additional $32 million to com-
plete the project. The agency has less than $2
million in unspent funds, which are cur-
rently being used to identify acceptable al-
ternative plans to complete the barrier. In
addition, the CZMA already enables the
President under certain circumstances to
waive laws as necessary to complete projects
deemed of paramount interest to the United
States.

Other provisions

Finally, CBO estimates that the bill’s pro-
visions, designed to prevent the entry of sus-
pected terrorists into the United States,
would have no significant costs because
similar screening procedures already exist.

Estimated impact on state, local, and trib-
al governments: Procedures for processing
and issuing driver’s licenses and identifica-
tion cards under current law are in the proc-
ess of changing due to federal legislation en-
acted in December 2004. The Intelligence Re-
form and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004
created federal standards for states to follow
in issuing driver’s licenses and identification
cards. CBO considers these standards to be
mandates because any driver’s licenses or
identification cards issued after that time
would be invalid for federal identification
purposes unless they met those require-
ments. CBO estimates that those enacted
mandates will impose costs on state, local,
and some tribal governments over the 2005—
2009 period totaling more than $100 million
and will exceed the annual threshold estab-
lished in UMRA ($62 million in 2005, adjusted
annually for inflation) in at least one of
those years. Public Law 108-458 also author-
ized appropriations for grants to states to
cover such costs.

New mandates with significant additional costs

H.R. 418 would repeal Public Law 108-458
and replace it with several new and more
stringent intergovernmental mandates for
processing and issuing driver’s licenses and
identification cards. Based on information
from federal agency and state representa-
tives, CBO estimates that those mandates
would impose incremental costs on state,
local, and some tribal governments above
what they will likely spend under current
law. CBO estimates that costs to those gov-
ernments will total more than $100 million
over the 2005-2009 period under current law.
By comparison, we estimate that such costs
would total about $120 million (over the 2006—
2010 period) under H.R. 418. As a result, the
additional costs that would be imposed by
H.R. 418 would not exceed the annual thresh-
old established in UMRA ($62 million in 2005,
adjusted annually for inflation). The bill
would authorize appropriations for grants to
states to cover their costs.

Public Law 108458 created federal stand-
ards for issuing driver’s licenses and identi-
fication cards and also imposed intergovern-
mental mandates on state, local, and some
tribal governments. That law, however, gave
broad authority to the Secretary of the De-
partment of Transportation to negotiate the
specific requirements of those standards.
Based on information from state and local
government representatives, CBO assumes
that the process for a negotiated rulemaking
will give state and local governments the op-
portunity to help shape federal standards;
those standards are thus likely to be less
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costly to implement than the requirements
of this bill.

In contrast, the provisions of H.R. 418 are
more specific and likely would go beyond
what will be required under current law. Spe-
cifically, state-licensing agencies would be
required to verify with the issuing agency
(many that charge a fee for such
verifications) each document presented as
proof of identification, residency, and citi-
zenship status. Those state agencies also
would have to upgrade computer systems to
verify documents and to digitize and store
electronic copies of all source documents. Fi-
nally, certain states that do not currently
require background checks for certain em-
ployees would face additional costs to com-
plete those checks.

CBO estimates that these additional re-
quirements in H.R. 418 would impose costs
above those that will be imposed by the man-
dates in current law. The incremental addi-
tional costs, however, are unlikely, by them-
selves, to exceed the annual threshold estab-
lished in UMRA in any one year.

Mandates with no significant additional costs

The bill also contains several other inter-
governmental mandates. CBO expects, how-
ever, that these requirements would prob-
ably not impose significant additional costs
on state, local, or tribal governments. Spe-
cifically, the bill would:

Authorize the Secretary of the Department
of Homeland Security to waive any laws nec-
essary to complete construction of a phys-
ical barrier between the United States and
Mexico near San Diego, California, and pro-
hibit any court from having jurisdiction to
hear claims or ordering relief for damage re-
sulting from the waiver of such laws. This
provision would preempt state authority.

Require states to implement training
classes for employees to identify fraudulent
documents; and require documents and sup-
plies to be securely stored. According to
state officials, it is likely that states cur-
rently comply with those requirements.

Prohibit states from accepting any foreign
document, other than an official passport,
for identification purposes for the issuance
of driver’s licenses. Currently, at least 10
states accept identification cards issued by
foreign governments, such as the ‘‘matricula
consular” issued by Mexico. This prohibition
would preempt state authority.

Require states to resolve any discrepancies
that arise from verifying Social Security
numbers, though the language is unclear as
to what specific actions would be required.
Currently, at least two states prohibit their
employees from enforcing immigration laws,
and many of those discrepancies may be re-
lated to immigration. This requirement
might preempt those state laws.

Require that driver’s licenses and identi-
fication cards be valid for no more than
eight years. Currently two states, Arizona
and Colorado, are valid for longer than eight
years. These provisions would preempt those
state laws and impose two to four years of
additional staff costs to reissue the licenses
sooner than expected. Those costs would not
be incurred until eight years after the bill is
enacted. In addition, four other states—Mon-
tana, New Mexico, Oregon, and Wisconsin—
issue driver’s licenses and identification
cards that are valid for eight years. The bill
authorizes the Secretary to further limit the
validity of licenses and these states, as well
as others, may be affected if the Secretary
exercises such authority. This provision
would preempt state authority.

Authorize the Secretary to prescribe the
design formats of driver’s licenses and iden-
tification cards to protect national security
and allow for clear visual differentiation be-
tween levels and categories of documents.
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Such design has traditionally been deter-
mined by states and under current law; any
standards developed under the provisions of
Public Law 108-458 may not require a single
design. This provision would preempt state
authority.

Other impacts on state and local governments

In addition to the other requirements of
the bill, states would be required to partici-
pate in the Driver License Agreement, an
interstate compact to share driver informa-
tion. Any costs to state governments would
be incurred voluntarily as a condition of re-
ceiving federal assistance.

Estimated impact on the private sector:
This bill contains no new private-sector
mandates as defined in UMRA.

Estimate prepared by: Federal Costs: Mark
Grabowicz; Impact on State, Liocal, and Trib-
al Governments: Melissa Merrell; and Impact
on the Private Sector: Paige Piper/Bach.

Estimate approved by: Peter H. Fontaine,
Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Anal-
ysis.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS),
distinguished ranking member of the
full House Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from Texas for yield-
ing me this time.

I would like to join in the point that
is being made by the gentlewoman
from Texas to remind all of our friends
that when Republicans took power in
1994, they made a solemn promise to
the States that they would make sure
that there would be no imposition of
unfunded mandates on those States,
and today we have a chance to redeem
that promise by voting ‘“‘no’’ on consid-
eration of this rule, which waives the
unfunded mandate requirement.

The majority may, if they have not
already, attempt to argue that it is a
minor mandate and show new and im-
proved CBO estimates showing that the
cost of this bill is only $1256 million
over the next 5 years; and, therefore, I
think this warrants at minimum com-
mittee hearings in markups that has so
far been denied this Congress.

So we are not asking a lot this after-
noon. And I am impressed by the Gov-
ernors Association. Their letter points
out that while they commend the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Chairman SEN-
SENBRENNER) and the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. Tom DAvis) for their
commitment to driver’s license integ-
rity, they find that those bills would
impose technological standards and
verification procedures on States,
many of which are beyond the current
capacity of even the Federal Govern-
ment.

Moreover, the cost of implementing
such standards and verification proce-
dures for the 220 million driver’s li-
censes issued by the States represents
a massive unfunded mandate. So they
close by urging us to allow the provi-
sions of the Intelligence Reform Act of
2004 to work.

So I commend the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) for making
such a very timely and important point
of order, and I support her in it.
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Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I do appreciate and re-
spect the gentleman from Michigan’s
joining with the gentlewoman from
Texas in bringing this issue before the
House today. I would offer perhaps a
different vision or view of the words
that the gentleman has spoken. I be-
lieve that the Republican majority did
sponsor the legislation for the Un-
funded Mandates Act; however, I be-
lieve at the time that was done, there
was a general understanding that un-
funded mandates would have a thresh-
old that was necessary to be met so
that we would have to appropriately
understand those items when we would
have an unfunded mandate that would
be necessary for us to understand what
we were placing upon the States or mu-
nicipalities that we would not then ap-
propriate money to.

The gentleman is at least correct
that the Republican majority did intro-
duce this legislation and pass it. How-
ever, the threshold that was estab-
lished at that time, now as a result of
inflation several years later, we are
aware of, and that is why we have made
sure to ask the question about what we
are imposing on States for this very
important issue that is within the ju-
risdiction of these States, but as a re-
sult of the needs of this great Nation to
address driver’s license inconsistencies
and the integrity behind those.

We believe it is necessary. So for the
gentleman to bring this point of order
with the gentlewoman from Texas,
purely appropriate, I would remind all
of my colleagues that we have ad-
dressed this issue, that CBO has been
very clear that we do not reach those
thresholds which would trigger this
sort of point of order. So I would ask
that my colleagues would pay atten-
tion not only to this argument but to
understand that we have not violated
any rule as it relates to the unfunded
mandate.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I thank my colleague from Texas for
his comments. I think I can start out
by saying that we come from a State
that is very diligent and as well very
astute on their Members of Congress
supporting unfunded mandates to a
burdened and already overworked
State budget in a growing State that
would have added responsibilities with
this enormous burden that this REAL
ID bill would exercise against it.

Let me just say to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS), because I
know his commitment to fiscal respon-
sibility, let me refer him back to the
CBO report of 2004. We appreciate the
CBO, but we know what happened; and
I think it is more important to know
what the impact will be on the States
on the basis of the National Governors
Association and State legislatures. In
2004, on this very same bill, the CBO
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told what the numbers would be. It was
not under $62 million. In fact, it was $80
million every single year, making it
$400 million of unfunded mandates.
What has happened here is that in the
new report, our colleagues on the other
side of the aisle have gotten the CBO
to, in essence, underestimate, fudge the
numbers by leaving out some of the
language in the bill, but the plan is to
still put on the backs and burdens of
the local jurisdictions and State juris-
dictions the responsibility of the birth
certificate document. So I beg to differ
with my colleague, and I think that
our colleagues should, with their eyes
open, vote on this question.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the gentlewoman from
Texas has politely articulated some-
thing that I believe is misguided and
inappropriate.

The Congressional Budget Office is a
professional organization that assists
the United States Congress in knowing
in a nonpartisan way those impacts of
the laws that we pass, and I have re-
spectfully made sure that the gentle-
woman had a copy and had been ad-
vised that before she came to the floor,
evidently, the minority was in posses-
sion of this new document of 2005. And
the Committee on Rules, in a meeting
that we had yesterday where we con-
sidered this legislation, had to under-
stand the implications or some of the
implications as it related to this act,
and we rely upon the current informa-
tion that has come from the Congres-
sional Budget Office.

So I am very disappointed that my
colleague has chosen to think that we
have placed pressure upon this profes-
sional organization, that we have
fudged the numbers; and I would say to
the gentlewoman from Texas that that,
I believe, is not only an unfair accusa-
tion to this Member but, more specifi-
cally, to the Congressional Budget Of-
fice, which I believe is a professional
organization, delivers a product that
they put their name on and makes
available to all who might read it.
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So I respectfully disagree with the
gentlewoman, do not accept the char-
acterization that she has given to this
Member or to the Congressional Budget
Office, and would hope that the gentle-
woman would find the time perhaps
later in the day to bring this issue up
upon full scrutiny of the documenta-
tion to recognize that, in fact, the pro-
fessional conduct of the Congressional
Budget Office was correct in their as-
sertion.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, my good friend knows
we all have the greatest respect for the
CBO, but the CBO analyzes what they
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are given. I might invite my colleague
to read the CBO estimate, which clear-
ly states that this is going to cost
more than is indicated by this rule and
by the legislation. In fact, it is clear
that in addition, by necessary implica-
tion, the bill would require States to
develop new standards for the issuance
of birth and death certificates, which
CBO has estimated would cost States
$460 billion over the next 5 years.

I would venture to say the
competents of the CBO could be put on
the witness stand, and they would at-
test to the fact that this is what it was
going to cost. So this is not in any way
casting aspersions on their good work.
It is what has been presented to them,
and they have analyzed it. It is not an
accurate picture, what has been pre-
sented to them this year, because they
documented that this is a more than
$450 million program.

Mr. Speaker, this violates the rule,
and it violates the waiver where, in es-
sence, the Republicans indicated in
their early beginnings in the majority
that they would not allow unfunded
mandates to go forward on this floor. I
joined them in that.

I ask my colleagues to support this
point of order, so we stand here united
in a bipartisan way not to support an
unfunded mandate.

The actual merits of the bill, Mr.
Speaker, can be discussed, as my col-
league has said, later on during the
day. We are discussing at this moment
the value of this bill. It is excessive. It
is burdensome. It is an unfunded man-
date, and it might hamper our war
against terrorism and the protection of
our homeland. Let us try to do this in
a more effective way.

Mr. Speaker, I raise my point of
order, and ask my colleagues to sup-
port it.

Section 425 of the Budget Act states that a
point of order lies against legislation which im-
poses an unfunded mandate against State or
local governments more than $62 million per
year over 5 years. At the very least we have
before us today an unfunded mandate that will
cost State governments between $660 million
and $780 million over the next 5 years alone.

Specifically, subparagraphs (b), (c), (d), and
(e) of section 202 of H.R. 418 require State
governments to comply with new Federal driv-
ers license requirements and to verify and
store additional personal identification records,
which the Congressional Budget Office, CBO,
in its latest estimate, projects to cost States
$120 million over the next 5 years, but last
year estimated cost States $240 million over 5
years. There have been no substantive
changes since last year's estimate to imply
that this bill would not cost the States at least
$240 million as estimated last Congress.

The above sections also require States to
participate in an interstate database to share
driver information, which CBO estimates will
cost an additional $80 million over 3 years. In
addition, by necessary implication, the bill
would require states to develop new standards
for the issuance of birth and death certificates,
which CBO has estimated would cost States
$460 million over the next 5 years.

There is overwhelming evidence before us
today that this bill—which has bypassed the
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committee process, denying Members the op-
portunity to hear expert testimony on the im-
pact of these sweeping changes to current law
or to offer amendments to the proposed legis-
lation—will impose overwhelming costs on
State governments already struggling to meet
the growing costs of local laws enforcement’s
role in securing the homeland.

Even further, this bill was drafted without
any input from Governors and State legisla-
tures and even excludes the States from the
standard-setting process despite States’ his-
toric roles as issuers of driver's licenses and
other identification data. For these reasons the
National Governors Association, American As-
sociation of Motor Vehicle Administrators, and
the National Conferences of State Legislatures
all strongly oppose this legislation.

In a letter issued yesterday the National
Governors Association and the American As-
sociation of Motor Vehicle Administrators stat-
ed their opposition to the drivers license provi-
sions in both H.R. 418 and H.R. 368, stating:

The cost of implementing such standards
and verification procedures for the 220 mil-
lion driver’s licenses by states represent a
massive unfunded mandate

The National Conference of State Legisla-
tures also has voiced its strong opposition,
stating that:

NCSL is opposed to any further federal at-
tempts including coersion or direct preemp-
tion, to usurp state authority over the driv-
er’s license process or diminish the validity
or usefulness of licenses awarded at the state
level. NCSL urges the federal government to
respect the provisions and intent of the Un-
funded Mandates Reform Act of 1995.

What we have before us today is an assault
on federalism and the legislative process. This
point of order is not about whether you agree
or disagree with the sweeping policy changes
of the REAL ID Act. This point of order is
about the farce before us that has trampled
States’ rights and inflated the burden on our
local governments. | urge members to vote
“no” on consideration of the resolution and
stand up for the rights of your home States’
legislatures, Governors and local govern-
ments.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we have had an oppor-
tunity to hear from the gentlewoman
from Texas about a document that is
old, that contained the best estimate
and work at the time from the Con-
gressional Budget Office. I have made
available to the gentlewoman from
Texas and for each and every Member
of this body to see that the Congres-
sional Budget Office has very clearly
talked about the costs that would be
associated with what might be known
as an unfunded mandate. We believe,
and they have concurred from the Con-
gressional Budget Office that we are
well within budgetary amounts to
where we would not trigger this un-
funded mandate clause.

I think it is important that we do
have this law. I am glad we have de-
bates over how much burden we are
placing upon States or municipalities,
but in this case, I would urge my col-
leagues to understand that we have the
official document that is as of yester-
day by the Congressional Budget Of-
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fice; and I would ask that they would
support our position, knowing that we
have fallen within the rules of the
House.

Mr. Speaker, as a result of this, I
would simply say that our position is,
we value and hold and believe we are
well within the rules of the House of
Representatives.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHoOOD). All time for debate has ex-
pired. The question is, Shall the House
now consider the resolution?

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, on t