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receiving the ‘‘Power of One’’ award. Keira 
Bresnahan of KREX-TV selected Terri for this 
honor, and it is a well-deserved testament to 
her dedication to the youth in Mesa County 
and the State of Colorado. I wish her all the 
best in her future endeavors.
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COMMENDING KRISTIN KLENK 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 24, 2004

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, proudly rise 
today to congratulate Kristin Klenk, a science 
teacher from South Kingstown High School in 
the second Congressional District of Rhode Is-
land. Ms. Klenk, a resident of Hope Valley, 
has been awarded the 2003 Presidential 
Award for Excellence in Mathematics and 
Science Teaching. 

Since 1983, the National Science Founda-
tion has administered this award to exemplary 
math and science teachers, nominated from 
all 50 states and four U.S. jurisdictions. Re-
cipients are selected and recognized for lead-
ership in the field of mathematics and science 
and serve as role models for their colleagues. 
Ms. Klenk, known for her hands-on teaching of 
science and active engagement of her South 
Kingstown High School students, has now 
been recognized as one of the best teachers 
in this country. For her dedication to teaching 
science to America’s children and her service 
to Rhode Island, I thank Kristin Klenk and con-
gratulate her on receiving this prestigious 
award.
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Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
help working Americans provide for their chil-
dren’s health care needs by introducing the 
Child Health Care Affordability Act. The Child 
Health Care Affordability Act provides parents 
with a tax credit of up to $500 for health care 
expenses of dependent children. Parents car-
ing for a child with a disability, terminal dis-
ease, cancer, or any other health condition re-
quiring specialized care would receive a tax 
credit of up to $3,000 to help cover their 
child’s health care expenses. 

The tax credit would be available to all citi-
zens, regardless of whether or not they 
itemize their deductions. The credit applies 
against both income and payroll tax liability. 
The tax credits provided in this bill will be es-
pecially helpful to those Americans whose em-
ployers cannot afford to provide health insur-
ance for their employees. These workers must 
struggle to meet the medical bills of them-
selves and their families. This burden is espe-
cially heavy on parents whose children have a 
medical condition; such as cancer or a phys-
ical disability that requires long-term or spe-
cialized health care. 

As an OB–GYN who has had the privilege 
of delivering more than four thousand babies, 
I know how important it is that parents have 

the resources to provide adequate health care 
for their children. The inability of many working 
Americans to provide health care for their chil-
dren is rooted in one of the great inequities of 
the tax code—Congress’ failure to allow indi-
viduals the same ability to deduct health care 
costs that it grants to businesses. As a direct 
result of Congress’ refusal to provide individ-
uals with health care related tax credits, par-
ents whose employers do not provide health 
insurance have to struggle to provide health 
care for their children. Many of these parents 
work in low-income jobs; oftentimes, their only 
recourse for health care is the local emer-
gency room. 

Sometimes parents are forced to delay 
seeking care for their children until minor 
health concerns that could have been easily 
treated become serious problems requiring ex-
pensive treatment! If these parents had ac-
cess to the type of tax credits provided in the 
Child Health Care Affordability Act, they would 
be better able to provide care for their chil-
dren, and our nation’s already overcrowded 
emergency rooms would be relieved of the 
burden of having to provide routine care for 
people who otherwise cannot afford it. 

According to research on the effects of this 
bill done by my staff and legislative counsel, 
the benefit of these tax credits would begin to 
be felt by joint filers with incomes slightly 
above $18,000 per year, or single income fil-
ers with incomes slightly above $15,000 per
year. Clearly, this bill will be of the most ben-
efit to low-income Americans balancing the 
demands of taxation with the needs of their 
children. 

Under the Child Health Care Affordability 
Act, a struggling singling mother with an asth-
matic child would at last be able to provide for 
her child’s needs, while a working-class family 
will not have to worry about how they will pay 
the bills if one of their children requires 
lengthy hospitalization or some other form of 
specialized care. 

Mr. Speaker, this Congress has a moral re-
sponsibility to provide tax relief so that low-in-
come parents struggling to care for a sick 
child can better meet their child’s medical ex-
penses. Some may say that we cannot enact 
the Child Health Care Affordability Act be-
cause it would cause the government to lose 
revenue. But, who is more deserving of this 
money, Congress or the working parents of a 
sick child? 

The Child Health Care Affordability Act 
takes a major step toward helping working 
Americans meet their health care needs by 
providing them with generous health care re-
lated tax cuts and tax credits. I urge my col-
leagues to support the pro-family, pro-health 
care tax cuts contained in the Child Health 
Care Affordability Act.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity and congratulate Kim 
Pfennigs of Colorado Springs, Colorado on re-
ceiving the ‘‘Power of One’’ award at the 2004 
Colorado Woman Conference for raising 

awareness for childhood cancer. The con-
ference recognizes individual women, selected 
by Colorado newswomen, who have made an 
extraordinary difference in their community. It 
is my privilege to acknowledge Kim and her 
efforts before this body of Congress and this 
nation today. 

When her son Jonah was diagnosed with 
cancer, it became Kim’s mission to raise 
awareness for childhood cancer throughout 
Colorado. Whether she raised awareness on 
radio, television, or even the local grocery 
store, Kim wanted to let as many people as 
possible know about childhood cancer, and 
the organizations that help families fight this 
disease. For Kim, helping with organizations 
like Make A Wish, Ronald McDonald, Starlight 
Foundation, and the National Childhood Can-
cer Foundation is a modest way to give back 
to the people who diligently work to get her 
son healthy. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize Kim 
Pfennigs before this body of Congress and 
this nation and congratulate her on receiving 
the ‘‘Power of One’’ award. KOAA-TV’s Jen-
nifer Baker selected Kim for this award, and I 
am happy to say Jonah’s cancer is now in re-
mission. I would like to thank Kim for her ef-
forts in raising awareness for childhood can-
cer, and wish her and her family all the best.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
today I am introducing a resolution which ex-
presses the sense of the House regarding the 
recent violence in Kosovo. Supporting the res-
olution as original co-sponsors are my col-
leagues on the Helsinki Commission: Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. PITTS and Mr. HASTINGS. 

Last week, close to 30 people were killed, 
hundreds were wounded and over 3,000 per-
sons were displaced by renewed ethnic vio-
lence in Kosovo. In addition, considerable 
property was damaged or destroyed, in par-
ticular Orthodox Churches. In retaliation, pro-
testers in Serbia damaged or destroyed sev-
eral mosques. 

This violence was noteworthy mostly in its 
scale. As a practical matter, the situation for 
minority communities in Kosovo, including 
Serbs and Roma, has not been good since 
the United Nations, backed by a NATO-led 
peace operation, took control in 1999. A few 
weeks ago, I met with Serbian Orthodox 
Bishop Artemije, who presented documenta-
tion of attacks on churches and monasteries in 
Kosovo. 

As Chairman of the Helsinki Commission, I 
recall the horrors which Slobodan Milosevic 
and his regime inflicted on the Albanian popu-
lation of Kosovo. Attacks on places of worship 
and the lack of measures to stop these obvi-
ously vulnerable sites from being attacked 
again and again are inexcusable, as are the 
attacks on innocent people, be they Serbs, Al-
banians, Roma or anybody else. 

This resolution says that the violence must 
stop. It supports Kosovo achieving bench-
marks which, if met, would effectively mean 
the protection of human rights and democratic 
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