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rights for women to vote we, along with
other of like mind, stood for emancipation
and for the suffrage movements.
When our nation was involved in its Revolutionary War we mustered the militia on
the church green and sent many of our own
to answer the call to arms in our nation’s
revolution. Thirty three (33) of our young
men never returned home. In a time of great
national crisis we sent people again to stand
for liberty in the Civil War. It is more than
likely that our people have served in every
war and conflict that our nation has fought,
even to the point of our ladies’ society making bandages and giving support to the
troops. Such people of note are Militia: (1690)
Lieut. John Hammond and Ensign Isaac
Holmes. Rev. Jonathan Moore went as chaplain with the 1st company of militia answering the Lexington call. Captain Earl Clapp
was at the Battle of Bunker Hill and rose in
rank to Major. Major Elnathan Haskel was
an aid to General George Washington and as
such is shown in a painting hanging in the
Capitol in Washington, D.C. portraying
Borgoyne’s Surrender.
As our nation was threatened from the
north there were those who fought in the
French and Indian Wars: Paul Sears and Joseph Doty. Those who served in Canada were
Joseph Barlow, Charles Sturtevant and Earl
Clapp. Then again in the War of 1812: Joseph
Doty, Jonathan King and Samuel Cowing
represented our church and community.
Missionaries, authors, educators, civil
servants, physicians, lawyers and politicians
have come from this beautiful white meeting
house on the village green. Through these 300
years our mother church has given birth to
four
daughter
congregations,
Marion,
Mattapoisett, Warcham and North Rochester
Congregational Churches. Our vestry served
for years as a town school and many people
in the community still remember attending
there as children.
We have hosted and still do many civic
programs such as senior citizens, Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts. The men of our church
formed an organization known as the Brotherhood that not only provided them fellowship, but served the community with a host
of family entertainment opportunities and
benevolent contributions to those who were
in need.
Some of those who served in the following
capacities were: Medicine: Dr. James Foster,
(Note) The early pastors, namely Rev. Samuel Arnold and Timothy Ruggles, also aided
their people by extracting teeth, doling out
opium, saffron, older, yellow dock and snake
root when their parishioners’ own remedies
failed.
Education: The first pastor, Samuel Arnold, along with his pastoral duties, taught
young boys who wanted to attend Harvard
College. (Rochester has always been known
for its support of academics and in the early
days it was generally the presiding Reverend
who led the quest for education.)
Abraham Holmes, a lawyer and representative to the General Court, used his home office to teach law students, there being no
law school available.
Rev. Jonathan Bigelow, who came in 1827,
was responsible for the building of our
present meetinghouse, a parsonage and the
Rochester Academy. The latter a ‘‘noted and
highly accredited institution gave instruction in all English studies, Latin, Greek and
French languages and great attention was
paid to the Moral Conduct, general deportment and intellectual improvement of its
scholars.’’ Many graduates became doctors,
lawyers, teachers, ministers and judges, living beneficial lives in their own communities.
Henry Martyn Dexter, one of the first preceptors of Rochester Academy afterwards be-
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came Nestor of Congregationalism. Our congregation has always been blessed with an
abundance of teachers.
Although we are separate organizations to
our governing and civil structures we have
always been in congruence for the good of
the community, our commonwealth and our
nation. Whatever the need of the community
we have tried to rise to the occasion and
offer assistance.
f

TRIBUTE TO MR. BAUDILIO VILA

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 23, 2003
Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise to celebrate the accomplishments of a remarkable man, my friend,
Mr. Baudilio Vila.
Born on May 20, 1932 in Camaguey, Cuba
as the youngest of eight siblings, Baudilio
quickly found his calling in the company of
Mother Nature. As a very young man, Baudilio
worked alongside his father and his siblings as
they tilled the soil under the bright Cuban sun.
The work was difficult and unending, but
Baudilio proved to have a gift for cultivating
the land.
At the age of 25 Baudilio married his beloved partner Dulce Diaz. Invigorated by both
his newfound marital bliss and a new farm—
a wedding present from his father-in-law—
Baudilio redoubled his labors in order to provide for his new family. Unfortunately for the
Vila family, beginning in 1959, Castro’s communist tyranny stifled all attempts to create a
small private business that would support a
family. Nonetheless, Baudilio devoted his life
to developing the farm until he could no longer
bear Castro’s constant repression of the
human spirit. Unable to achieve the dreams
he nurtured as a small boy under Castro’s totalitarian regime, Baudilio Vila and family
made the decision to seek freedom in the
United States of America.
While it is never an easy decision to flee
your homeland, it is often a simpler decision
for those who make this daring journey in their
youth. As yet unaffected by the responsibilities
of family, young people are capable of making
immense decisions with the confidence that
often characterizes early adulthood. At the age
of 48, well into middle age, Baudilio was fully
cognizant of the risks he and his family were
taking as they crossed the perilous Florida
Straits. For Baudilio to start again with nothing
at the age of 48, with a family to feed, takes
a daring unknown to most of humankind.
In 1980, temporary facilities were set up in
Miami’s ‘‘Orange Bowl’’ to accommodate the
enormous number of Cuban refugees seeking
asylum in the United States of America. As
the Vila family settled into this temporary
housing, Baudilio’s first thoughts were how
could he help, how could he begin to provide
for his family? Baudilio suggested he could
help pick up the trash in the refugee camp.
The authorities running the tent city said yes,
he could help pick up the waste accumulating
in the Orange Bowl. For his efforts, Baudilio
would receive the sum of $1 dollar for every
large bag of trash he collected.
After departing the Orange Bowl, and upon
being assimilated into South Florida, Baudilio
and Dulce both took jobs as they attempted to

PO 00000

Frm 00009

Fmt 0626

Sfmt 9920

realize their American Dream. Initially, Baudilio
tended to lawns with borrowed tools, while his
wife cleaned houses every day of the week.
Never forgetting the connection to the land
he felt as a farmer in Cuba and attempting to
realize his dream of starting his own business,
in 1982 Baudilio and the Vila family rented 4
acres of land. While the family continued to
work in different types of gardening jobs, they
were also collecting the plant seeds they
would need to open their own agriculture business.
In the years that followed, the Vila family
slowly began to expand their landscape contracting and growing business, Vila & Son, by
buying equipment and obtaining small contracts with Miami-Dade and Broward Counties.
After years of successfully striving to establish
a growing business, Vila & Son was awarded
the prestigious contract to service the grounds
of Walt Disney World.
Vila & Son, begun on four acres of rented
property, now has 462 employees in three district offices. Vila & Son annually surpasses
$34 million in sales in addition to planting
6000 plants every working day.
In recognition of their hard work and success, the Vila family has received many honors including the keys to Miami-Dade County
and having May 18, 2002 proclaimed ‘‘Vila &
Son Day.’’
Baudilio Vila, born in Cuba in 1932, a refugee who arrived in the United States at age
48 with nothing more than his dream of living
in freedom, and later an extraordinarily successful entrepreneur, was invited by President
George W. Bush to his inauguration in January, 2001.
Baudilio Vila is an extraordinary human
being who has lived a remarkable life. I am
proud to call Baudilio Vila and his family my
friends and I am pleased to share Baudilio’s
remarkable story with the United States Congress.
f
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Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
rises in opposition to this motion to instruct
House conferees to H.R. 1588. Certainly, this
Member has no objections to expediting citizenship for non-citizen members serving in
U.S. armed services and supports efforts to
provide appropriate incentives for a very small
percentage of the few non-citizens who meet
established requirements to join our professional military forces. However, in granting citizenship to these qualified men and women, it
is not necessary or desirable to also grant priority to their parents, spouses, and children.
And it is certainly not appropriate to waive the
requirement that such family members financially support themselves in the U.S. Unfortunately, the provisions in the Senate-passed
version of H.R. 1588, which this motion instructs House conferees to accept, would
have that effect.
Through the provisions, the spouses, children under the age of 21, and parents of men
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and women who have been granted citizenship based on their service in the U.S. armed
forces and who have died in the line of duty
would be authorized to seek permanent resident status on an expedited basis. Then, unlike other people seeking legal immigrant status, these family members would not be required to meet financial thresholds which indicate that they would not immediately be public
charges.
Most of the American public is unaware of
these provisions. Enacting such excessive inducements for joining the U.S. military is a
step in the wrong direction, particularly if it results in this country increasingly depending
upon what could come to be thought of and
called ‘‘foreign mercenaries’’ to serve in the
armed forces. This practice has too many similarities to the mercenary forces of the Roman
Empire in its decline as Roman citizens themselves became unwilling to serve in the
Roman legions. Imagine, too, the reactions of
foreign nations that begin to see our military
personnel as serving almost solely to gain citizenship for themselves and their families.
Mr. Speaker, this Member encouraged his
colleagues to vote against the Rodriguez motion to instruct.
f
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Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to take this time to recognize Major
General Hawthorne Proctor as he prepares to
retire after 35 years of distinguished military
service.
Major General Proctor received his commission in 1968 as a distinguished military graduate from North Carolina Agricultural and
Technical State University in Greensboro, N.C.
He then continued his education with a master’s degree in Public Administration from Central Michigan University in 1976. His military
schooling includes the Quartermaster Basic
and Advanced Courses, the Command and
General Staff College, the Army War College,
and finally Executive Management Development Training at the University of California at
Berkley.
Major General Proctor’s military career
began with his assignment to the 25th Infantry
Division. From there he served as Chief Production Management Branch at the Defense
Industrial Supply Center; and as a company
grade officer he served as Platoon Leader and
Assistant Brigade S–4 at Fort Ord, California.
As Major General Proctor rose through the
ranks he held command posts all over the
world from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to
Uijongbu, Korea and Bangkok, Thailand. He
also held the prominent positions of Deputy
Chief of Staff for Logistics and Operations,
U.S. Army Material Command in Alexandria,
Virginia and 46th Quartermaster General and
Commander at the Quartermaster Center and
School. Since July 2001 he has held the illustrious post of J–3, Chief of Logistics Operations at the Defense Logistics Agency.
Major General Proctor has been recognized
many times for the excellence and profes-
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sionalism with which he has performed his duties. He has been awarded the Defense Distinguished Service Medal, Distinguished Service Medal, Defense Superior Service Medal,
with three oak leaf clusters, and the Bronze
Star Medal. Moreover, in recognition of his notable career Major General Proctor was inducted as a distinguished Member of the
Quartermaster Regiment in 1994.
Mr. Speaker, in closing, I want to commend
Major General Proctor on his accomplishments for the dedication and distinction with
which he served his country. I ask all my colleagues to join in congratulating the long and
successful career of this great patriot.
f
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Tuesday, September 23, 2003
Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to call the attention of the House of Representatives to the Germania Hose Company
in Duryea, Pennsylvania as it celebrates its
100th anniversary this Saturday, September
27, 2003.
Germania Hose Company was incorporated
in 1903. As this company of volunteer firefighters approaches its centennial celebration,
it continues to provide their community with
the highest quality of service and protection.
This all-volunteer company prides itself on a
staff of over 60 members both active and retired. With approximately 35 active firefighters
and fire police ranging from the age of 18–70,
the Germaine Hose Company repeatedly
holds successful annual fundraisers such as
picnics and pancake breakfasts to help subsidize costs.
On this upcoming milestone for this fire department, I would like to recognize some of
firefighters the Germania Hose Company considers its founding fathers. Paul Komenski,
George Orenich, Henery Lewandowski,
Charles Bartlow, Jim Steer, Mike Kosik, Ed
Slatky and Ed Murzinski. Their founding fathers both living and deceased provided the
initial training and support that has continued
their reputation of tradition and excellence to
the community.
Heading this volunteer fire company is Fire
Chief, Mike Shovlin. Under his guidance and
assistance, members of the fire company respond to more than 200 calls per year that
range from structure to grass fires. They also
run Mutual Aid assists to neighboring towns.
In addition to fire fighting they also have a
Scuba Search and Rescue Team that consist
of 8 certified divers and the latest state of the
art search and rescue equipment.
On their upcoming day of celebration, I
would like to remind all House Members of the
critical role firefighters and rescue personnel
play in protecting our families and communities. Their profession, a dangerous and volunteer service, provides the people of Northeastern Pennsylvania the safety and security
that so many take for granted.
Mr. Speaker, on their 100th anniversary, I
pay tribute to both the effort and positive impact that the Germania Hose Company, Fire
Chief Mike Shovlin and all the volunteer fire-
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fighters have on their community in Duryea
and all of Northeastern Pennsylvania.
f
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Tuesday, September 23, 2003
Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, on
Tuesday, September 23, 2003, I was detained
in Baltimore while assisting my constituents in
dealing with the devastating damages from
Hurricane Isabel.
While estimates on the economic damages
are not yet available, we do know that the hurricane damaged or destroyed 3,300 homes on
the eastern shore of the Chesapeake Bay displacing thousands of Marylanders. It caused
over 1.34 million Marylanders to lose power.
All of Baltimore County’s 70 marinas were destroyed, devastating a $225 million dollars a
year industry. Thousands of businesses, including ISG’s Bethlehem Steel plant, are
flooded ruining their daily operations.
Today, Department of Homeland Security
Secretary Tom Ridge, Governor Robert Ehrlich, and I toured an area of Baltimore County
that experienced extensive damage. After
viewing the damage and I encouraged Secretary Ridge to expedite efforts to assist Maryland’s Second Congressional district. It is important that the Federal, State and local governments work together.
Hurricane Isabel devastated Maryland’s
Second Congressional District and I was there
assisting my constituents in their discussions
with the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development, and the Small Business
Administration to help re-establish their homes
and businesses.
f
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Tuesday, September 23, 2003
Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize two exceptional members of my
community, Mr. and Mrs. James and Susie
Pierce, and to congratulate them on reaching
an exceptional milestone. On September 22,
2003, this inspiring couple celebrated their
75th Anniversary, surrounded by family and
friends.
Married in 1927, they moved in 1932 from
Georgia to the Booker T. Washington Housing
complex in Jersey City, NJ, where they still reside. James was 19 and Susie was 15.
Mrs. Pierce has served New Jersey for
many years as a Licensed Day Care provider
for the State.
Mr. and Mrs. Pierce have been members of
Emmanuel Pentecostal United Holy Church
since 1932, amassing 72 years of devotion
and service. Susie served as Trustee for 40
years, President of the Ushers for 47 years,
Women’s Day Chairperson for 30 years, Hospitality Committee for 30 years, Acting Church
Treasurer for 3 years, and YPHA for 12 years.
She has been both a fieldworker for the New
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