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to learn from the artist his/her aesthetic aims 
for the work; how it was intended to be dis-
played, performed or interpreted; and what in-
fluences affected the artist. 

Our proposal represents an important step 
in providing some tax incentive, with needed 
safeguards, for the creators and moves toward 
putting them on the same footing as collectors 
who contribute similar property. It could make 
the difference in a decision by the creator/
donor to contribute some of their created work 
to a museum or public library. That way impor-
tant works are preserved and we all benefit. 
We urge our colleagues to join us in cospon-
soring this legislation.
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Thursday, February 13, 2003

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of legislation that I am reintroducing with 
my colleague, JOSE SERRANO of New York. 
Following the terrorist attack on September 
11, 2001, individuals who required temporary 
housing assistance relied upon the Mortgage 
and Rental Assistance program (MRA), in-
cluded in the Stafford Act, for aid. Under the 
MRA program, which can be used for both 
natural and non-natural disasters, they may 
have been eligible for grants to repair homes 
to a habitable condition, or to obtain mortgage 
or rental payment assistance to prevent fore-
closures or evictions. 

The Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 amend-
ed the Stafford Act to end the program in May 
2002. Without this program, thousands of peo-
ple affected by future major disasters, includ-
ing hurricanes, earthquakes, and terrorist acts, 
may be unable to obtain any assistance to ad-
dress their housing needs. 

This legislation reauthorizes this program so 
that it will be available in the future. Although 
there were clear problems with FEMA’s imple-
mentation of the MRA program in New York 
after 9/11, progress has been made to ensure 
that FEMA assists all the individuals who have 
experienced these types of housing problems 
because of the terrorist attack. With the pro-
gram finally running the way it should, we 
must take the necessary steps now to guar-
antee that anyone affected by future disasters 
will have the aid that they need.
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Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, as someone 
who has, my share of insolicited telemarketing 
calls, I sympahize fully with the concerns of 
the sponsors of the Do-Not-Call Implementa-
tion Act (HR 395). However, I would remind 
those who support federal intervention to ‘‘put 
a stop’’ to telemarketing on the basis of its an-
noyance, that the Constitution prohibits the 

federal government from interfering in the 
areas of advertising and communications. 

In addition to exceeding Congress’ constitu-
tional authority, legislation to regulate tele-
marketing would allow the government to in-
trude further into our personal lives. Our coun-
try’s founders recognized the genius of se-
verely limiting the role of government and re-
serving to the people extensive liberties, in-
cluding the freedom to handle problems like 
this on the local level and through private insti-
tutions. The fact that the privately-run Direct 
Marketing Association is operating its own 
‘‘do-not-call’’ list is evidence that consumers 
need not rely upon the national government to 
address the problems associated with tele-
marketers. Furthermore, many state public util-
ity commissions have imposed regulations on 
telemarketers. Further regulation at the federal 
level will only result in a greater loss of liberty. 
Therefore, I urge my colleagues to take the 
constitutional course and oppose the Do-No-
Call Implementation Act.
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Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, when we 
hear the term ‘‘women’s rights’’ we must think 
of the early suffragette Susan B. Anthony who 
fought to establish equality for women. But 
few people equate this woman with the plight 
of the unborn. 

I’d like to take the opportunity, on this 183rd 
year following her birth, to commemorate the 
woman who fought to bring equality to women, 
African Americans, and unborn children. 

Long before pro-choice advocates took the 
term ‘‘women’s rights’’ for their own cause, 
Susan B. Anthony and the early suffragists 
were advocating ‘‘women’s rights.’’ Among the 
women’s rights demanded by the suffragists 
was the right of a mother to give birth to her 
child. In fact, Anthony has been quoted as 
stating that abortion destroys a woman’s life, 
wronging her greatly. For Anthony, women’s 
rights and the rights of unborn children are 
partners in the same cause. 

Let us recognize in the voice of Susan B. 
Anthony the truth that abortion is a great 
wrong. Mothers who choose to have an abor-
tion both extinguish the light of their unborn 
child and inflict almost certain emotional dam-
age upon themselves. There is no reason for 
this needless pain and suffering to go on.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize and honor the Benev-
olent and Protective Order of the Elks, Napa 
Chapter, for providing 100 years of out-

standing community service throughout the 
Napa Valley in my home state of California. 

Over the past century, every comer of our 
community has benefited from the contribu-
tions made from the distinguished membership 
of the Napa Elks Lodge #832. From its stage 
productions that entertained an entire commu-
nity throughout the early 1900’s to the chari-
table contributions it has provided families 
needing shelter, food and education, the Napa 
Elks Lodge has been a cornerstone of our 
community. 

When the youth of our area need help in 
funding school programs or financial assist-
ance to attend college, the Napa’s Elks Lodge 
is always there with a helping hand. The same 
holds true for assisting community organiza-
tions that help our most vulnerable neighbors. 
Last year alone, dedicated Elks members 
raised over $8,000 for the Napa Emergency 
Women’s Services, Children or Parents Emer-
gency Services, Youth Programs and Job Re-
habilitation. Every year it awards over $20,000 
in college scholarships to graduating high 
school seniors. 

Mr. Speaker, during this past century the 
Napa Elks Lodge has been more than a tre-
mendous service organization. Its members 
have provided daily examples of personal and 
social responsibility as well as advocating the 
Elks principles of justice, fidelity, charity and 
the spirit of American patriotism. Kelly Lamm, 
who will become the next Exalted Ruler, ex-
emplifies the progression of this outstanding 
organization. A past board member of the 
local women’s bar association and long-time 
volunteer with the Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
Program, Ms. Lamm’s commitment to service 
is a model of the true Elks character. She will 
soon be accepting the reigns from Exalted 
Leader Bret Meltzer who has provided out-
standing leadership in guiding the Lodge to its 
recent successes. 

Mr. Speaker, the Elks represent a dedicated 
and meaningful fabric of our community. As 
they are the standard by which other service 
organizations should compare themselves, it is 
most appropriate that we honor them on their 
centennial celebration.
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
RESEARCH ACT OF 2003

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 13, 2003

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to announce the introduction of the Environ-
mental Health Research Act of 2003. 

Arctic polar bears show high concentrations 
of certain synthetic compounds in their tis-
sues. Whales in the world’s oceans carry 
PCBs and other contaminants at concentra-
tions that cause developmental defects in hu-
mans. 

U.S. streams and groundwater show wide-
spread contamination with chemicals, dioxins, 
and antibiotics. Alligators in Florida’s lakes 
suffer from reproductive problems that appear 
to be associated with chronic chemical con-
tamination. New studies have made a persua-
sive case that contaminants were in part or 
wholly responsible for the loss of the lake trout 
and herring in the Great Lakes many decades 
ago. 

VerDate Jan 31 2003 03:53 Feb 15, 2003 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A13FE8.017 E13PT2


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-18T19:44:50-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




