January 8, 2003

(1) DONATION.—The term ‘‘donation’ in-
cludes any conveyance of land to the Federal
Government that is required as a condition
of receipt of any benefit under Federal law.

(2) FEDERAL LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCY.—
The term ‘“‘Federal land management agen-
cy’’ means each of the following:

(A) The Forest Service.

(B) The Bureau of Liand Management.

(C) The National Park Service.

(D) The United States Fish and Wildlife
Service.

(3) UNIT OF GENERAL LOCAL GOVERNMENT.—
The term ‘‘unit of general local government”’
has the meaning given the term in section
6901(2) of title 31, United States Code.

———————

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL
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STATES AIR FORCE
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Wednesday, January 8, 2003

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, | take this op-
portunity to recognize and say farewell to an
outstanding Air Force officer, Major General
Robert A. Mcintosh, upon his retirement from
the Air Force after more than 36 years of com-
missioned service. Throughout his career,
General McIntosh has served with distinction,
and it is my privilege to recognize his many
accomplishments and to commend him for the
superb service he has provided the Air Force
and our Nation.

General Mcintosh is a native of my home
State. He was born in Bellefontaine, Ohio,
which until recently was in my Congressional
District. He entered the United States Air
Force through the ROTC program at Ohio Uni-
versity in 1966. After successfully completing
undergraduate pilot training at Webb Air Force
Base in Texas, F-4D fighter training at Home-
stead Air Force Base in Florida, and A-37
training at England Air Force Base in Lou-
isiana, he joined the 604th Special Operations
Squadron at Bien Hoa Air Base in South Viet-
nam. He served his nation as an aviator in
Southeast Asia flying over 300 combat mis-
sions over North Vietham.

Lieutenant Mcintosh pinned on Captain at
his next assignment, as an A-37 Combat
Crew Training Instructor Pilot back at England
Air Force Base from April 1969 to August
1971. He separated from active duty and
began another distinguished military chapter
as an Air Reserve Technician and active par-
ticipant in the Air Force Reserve.

Captain Mclintosh’s first Air Force Reserve
assignment was as an A-37 instructor pilot at
the 910th Tactical Fighter Group at Youngs-
town Municipal Airport in Ohio. Next he held
two critical positions at Grissom Air Force
Base in Indiana, first as Chief of the 434th
Tactical Fighter Wing standardization and
evaluation office and then as Operations Offi-
cer of the 46th Tactical Fighter Squadron.

Major Mclintosh then took on his most chal-
lenging assignment to date as the Director of
Operations for the 926th Tactical Fighter
Group at the Naval Air Station in New Orle-
ans, Louisiana.

Lt. Col. MciIntosh’s dream of being a Com-
mander was realized first at Richards-Gebaur
Air Force Base in Missouri, in January 1982
when he took command of the 442nd Tactical
Fighter Group. His assignments increased in
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scope and responsibility, culminating in his se-
lection as Commander of Air Force Reserve
Command and Chief of the Air Force Reserve
in 1994.

General McIntosh most recently served as
Assistant to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff for Reserve Affairs, where he contin-
ued his personal tradition of excellence, serv-
ice, and integrity as he watched over the men
and women of the Reserve Components dur-
ing an historic period of the highest operations
and personnel tempo ever seen. Deployment
after deployment, he helped to break ground
in Total Force operations as he advised our
nation's top Commanding Generals as they
prosecute the War on Terrorism.

General Mclintosh’'s accomplishments are
many. Units under his command received the
Outstanding Unit Award two of seven years he
was in command. He is a command pilot with
more than 4000 hours flying the A-10, A-37,
C-130, and F-4.

During his incredible career, General
Mcintosh has served the United States Air
Force and our great Nation with excellence
and distinction. He provided exemplary leader-
ship to the best-trained, best-equipped, and
best-prepared citizen-airmen force in the his-
tory of our Nation. General Mcintosh is a
model of leadership and a living example of
our military’s dedication to our safety and se-
curity entrusted to them by each of us.

General Mcintosh will retire from the United
States Air Force on 3 February 2003 after 36
years and seven months of dedicated commis-
sioned service. On behalf of my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle, | wish General
Mcintosh blue skies and safe landings. Con-
gratulations on completion of an outstanding
and successful career.
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Wednesday, January 8, 2003

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to reintroduce the Small Business
Drought Relief Act. The bill provides small
businesses that depend upon water supply as
a means of income with the opportunity to
qualify and apply for disaster assistance from
the Small Business Administration when
drought affects their ability to earn income.
This is the second Congress that | have intro-
duced this much needed legislation, and the
need for its immediate passage is greater
today than ever.

As the clear majority of Members can attest
to, the past two years have been two of the
driest years in the history of the United States.
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Agen-
cy recently noted that 2002 was the second
warmest year on record for the globe. In the
western parts of United States, record low wa-
terfalls were a plenty. On multiple occasions,
more than half of the country was in moderate
to extreme drought. Then, when Congress ad-
journed late last year, thousands of farmers
and small businesses fell victim to partisan
politics and were left without emergency as-
sistance from the 2002 drought.

Under current law, small businesses whose
income depreciates as a result of diminishing
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water supply are unable to even apply for SBA
loans. Often these businesses are family-
owned and family-run recreational or commer-
cial fishing firms. The majority of them are de-
pendent upon water resources, whether lakes,
streams, or rivers, for the ability to operate
their businesses. When water levels drop to
unbearable points, aside from the obvious
water supply issues, boats are unable to make
it into lakes and rivers, commercial fishing
ceases to exist, and businesses often lay off
workers and close their doors for good.

| became more acutely interested in drought
relief the summer of 2001 when Florida found
itself in the most prolonged drought it had
seen in nearly 20 years. The water level in
Lake Okeechobee, our country’s 2nd largest
fresh water lake, and located in my District,
had decreased by nearly 25 percent. Not only
did the water shortage in the lake cause prob-
lems for agriculture and water management,
but it also destroyed the economic well being
of small businesses around the Lake who de-
pend on it for income. Realize this too, the
clear majority of these businesses are owned
by minorities or families who struggle every
day just to get by.

As | began to try and help the towns and
businesses surrounding the Lake in locating
temporary assistance, even if it was only low
interest loans, | found that unless a firm was
involved in agriculture, assistance is virtually
impossible. When it is possible, the bureau-
cratic red tape applicants must cut through is
so discouraging that they don't even try.

The issue at hand, Mr. Speaker, is that
droughts are major natural disasters. The Staf-
ford Act says it is, as well as the U.S. Depart-
ments of Agriculture, Commerce, and Defense
also say it is. Congress said it as recently as
1998. But for some reason, the Small Busi-
ness Act does not include drought in its defini-
tion of disaster. Frankly, this oversight is a dis-
aster of its own.

Today, Mr. Speaker, | am reintroducing a
bill which will reconcile the oversight made by
our body’s predecessors and ensure that busi-
nesses who suffer from drought will live to see
another day. | urge my colleagues to support
this bill, and | urge the leadership to bring it
swiftly to the floor for a vote.

———

IN CELEBRATION OF THE PHOE-
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Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, along
with my colleagues, Representative JOANN
Davis and Representative ED SCHROCK, | rise
with great pride to call attention to a group of
young students from Hampton, Virginia who
have distinguished themselves, their school,
their community, and the Commonwealth of
Virginia.

The Phoebus High School Phantoms foot-
ball team had a remarkable season and we
believe the Phantoms deserve formal recogni-
tion for their accomplishments. On December
14, 2002, the Phoebus High School Phantoms
won their second straight state Group AAA Di-
vision 5 Football Championship, defeating
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