October 9, 2001

duty. September 11, 2001 was a tragic day
that proved to the world that the resolve of our
nation’s firefighters is strong, as it is every
day. The American firefighter goes to work
every day and puts his or her life on the line
for the protection of fellow citizens, whether
the day is routine, or carries with it the face of
national tragedy. There is no question that
every fallen firefighter deserves this honor,
and I ask my colleagues to support this bill.
I am proud to have close to thirty firefighters
in my family. It is a deep rooted tradition and
a strong dedication to service that has been in
my family for years. As was evident to everyone across the world on September 11, firefighters are brothers and sisters bound together by duty. And on that tragic day, 343
New York Firefighters were lost, as well as
one firefighter from New Jersey. Public service
officers all over the world mourn the deaths of
the firefighters who lost their lives in these attacks. Yet they know that tomorrow will bring
a new day where people everywhere will
count on firefighters to be ready to assist
where they are needed most, ready to protect
the lives of their fellow citizens.
This resolution is a great honor for our public service officers and a proud sentiment from
a grateful Nation.
f

SAFE ACT

Finally, the SAFE Act drastically reduces immigration from countries on the State Department’s terrorist list and countries which refuse
to provide assistance in the battle against terrorists. Whatever one’s feelings on other questions connected with immigration, I would
hope we all could agree that the United States
has an obligation to keep those who may be
threats to the security of United States citizens
outside the country. This is especially true
considering that the programs I proposed limiting allow immigrants to take advance of taxpayer-funded educational programs and provide other special privileges for immigrants
from terrorist countries. It is the height of absurdity to allow immigrants from countries involved in terrorist activities against American
citizens special preferences denied to immigrants from America’s closest allies.
I would also hope that we could all agree
that this is far preferable to systems of nationwide ‘‘surveillance,’’ which could threaten the
liberty of all immigrants and eventually all citizens. This is an instance where the interests
of liberty and security coincide entirely.
In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me in taking these commonsense steps to protecting the liberty and the
security of the American people from terrorists
by cosponsoring the Securing American Families Effectively (SAFE) Act.
f
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Tuesday, October 9, 2001
Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to introduce
the Securing American Families Effectively
(SAFE) Act. The SAFE Act makes commonsense changes to federal law that will enhance the government’s ability to prevent terrorist incidents. Unlike other proposals, my
legislation in no way threatens the constitutional liberties of the American people. In fact,
the only people threatened under the SAFE
Act are terrorists.
The SAFE Act repeals regulations preventing agencies who deal with terrorism from
sharing information among themselves. Currently, there are limits on sharing data with
policy makers and there is a nearly unanimous
agreement on lifting these restrictions. Removing the restrictions on data sharing is a good
step which provides more—not less—openness and governmnent transparency.
Hard as it may be to believe, there are actually existing directives in the law enforcement
and intelligence communities which grant suspects ‘‘extra-legal’’ rights. These ‘‘special’’
rights could, and should, be clarified without
changing existing law. This is why the SAFE
Act adopts several of the administration’s proposals to change the procedures regarding
prosecutions of terrorism, such as eliminating
the statute of limitations for terrorist offenses.
Perhaps the most significant change made
to procedures is codifying that probable cause
is the maximum standard for an investigation
of terrorism. According to information received
by my office some federal agencies actually
have to meet a higher standard than the constitutional standard of probable cause in order
to launch an investigation of suspected terrorists. It is absurd to make the FBI meet a higher standard to initiate an investigation of a terrorist than to initiate an investigation of an insider trader!
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to support the American
military and the American people. The terrorist
acts of September 11, 2001 were inexcusably
the acts of cowards,’’ said Congresswoman
JOHNSON. ‘‘The perpetrators of those acts
have sought to pervert the Islamic faith and to
use it as a justification, but in so doing, they
have betrayed the very principles they purport
to uphold. There is, and never will be, any religious justification for the killing of innocent
people. Those who seek to convince the world
that there is any sound reasoning behind the
acts of terror committed is simply betraying
their own insanity. America has every right,
and should exercise every right, to protect its
citizens.
I continue to encourage the use of diplomatic efforts to the greatest extent possible to
win the war on terrorism. We should ensure
that we communicate with our neighbors in the
world community and develop alliances wherever those relationships will be positive. We
should listen to people who think differently
than we do. America does, however, have the
right to defend itself and will not compromise
the right to take whatever action is necessary
to protect its people, militarily or otherwise.
Clearly, there are people around the world
who do not agree with all of America’s international activities. In a civilized world, though,
we deal with our differences through discussion. In a civilized world, we seek to change
opinions. In a civilized world, we understand
that the views of a small minority on the radical fringes of fundamentalism will never dictate the activities of the masses. America will
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never, ever bow to the wishes of terrorists. We
will continue to dedicate ourselves to improving our democracy and making it more inclusive. We will continue to lead the world economy and find new ways to ensure that everyone participates in prosperity. Most importantly, our nation will continue to refine our
model of freedom and hold that model up as
a beacon for the rest of the world.
Like most of my colleagues, and most
Americans, I support the actions of the President to take proactive steps to rid the world of
the terrorist threat. We should continue to act
against strategic targets and protect the lives
of the innocent without fail. All of our constituents should understand that this will not be a
quick process, and it will not be a perfect
process, but it will ultimately result in a secure
freedom for generations to come all over the
world. While we should listen to the sentiments of other nations, we will never acquiesce to the demands of the sick forces of oppression.
Mr. Speaker, Osama bin Laden, and anyone
else who thinks that they can divide the American people, or separate America from its
International partners in peace, should know
that their efforts are futile. We are a strong
people, united in our belief in democracy.
Most importantly, those who think that their
cowardly acts will earn them a seat in Heaven
should know that God despises cowards, despises hypocrites, and despises murderers.
They will not succeed in their plan to pit Arabs
against Americans, Muslims against Christians, and to prostitute the plight of the Palestinians for their own ruthless purpose. The
forces of terror will, in short order, find themselves isolated, and find themselves punished
for their sins against freedom.
f

HONORING THE LIFE OF ANNA
MARIA ARIAS

HON. RUBÉN HINOJOSA
OF TEXAS
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Tuesday, October 9, 2001
Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a moment to remember the life of Anna
Maria Arias who passed away on Monday,
October 1. Many will miss her and mourn her
passing.
Anna Maria was the Founder, Publisher and
Editor of Latina Style Magazine. Latina Style
embodies the life and spirit of the Hispanic
woman. Anna Maria will best be remembered
for her relentless pursuit of access to education and capital for Hispanic women.
In this pursuit, Anna Maria initiated the prestigious ‘‘Latina Style 50.’’ The ‘‘Latina Style
50’’ honors and showcases the top 50 American companies that promote a healthy working environment for Latina professionals. Each
year, the magazine issues a special report listing the 50 best companies for Latinas to work
for in the United States. Beyond the ‘‘Latina
Style 50,’’ the magazine is recognized for its
Business Series, a one-day free seminar, conducted across the country. This Business Series was launched in 1998 with the full endorsement of the U.S. Small Business Administration, the Minority Business Development
Agency, the Women Business Centers and
the regional Hispanic Chambers of Commerce. The Series is the most extensive
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Latina business-owner development program
in the nation and is a success because of
Anna Maria’s vision and dedication. During
this difficult loss, the magazine is committed
more than ever to carry out the hopes and
dreams, and entrepreneurial spirit of this very
talented young woman.
Mr. Speaker, Anna Maria Arias was a person who lived an accomplished life. She deeply cared for people and wanted only the best
for them. I was proud to have called her my
friend. Her memory will live on in the hearts
and minds of the people whom she touched.
I would like to extend my deepest sympathy
and warmest regards to her husband, Robert
E. Bard, and their families at this time of remembrance. My thoughts and prayers are with
them.
f

IN HONOR OF THE NATIONAL DAY
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA ON
TAIWAN

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA
OF AMERICAN SAMOA
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Tuesday, October 9, 2001
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, on the
auspicious occasion of the National Day of the
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Republic of China (ROC)—October 10th, 2001
—1 send my warmest greetings, congratulations and best wishes to President Chen Shuibian, the Honorable C.J. Chen, ROC Representative to the United States, and the good
people of Taiwan.
I also wish to acknowledge and thank President Chen, Representative Chen and the leaders of Taiwan for their strong support of the
United States in the aftermath of the September 11th terrorist attacks on America. As
our Nation struggled to recover from the horrific tragedy, I would note Taiwan was one of
the first governments to declare unequivocal
support for and cooperation with the United
States to combat terrorism worldwide.
President Chen has repeatedly affirmed Taiwan’s strong belief that the United States is on
the right course in going after terrorists and
extremists worldwide, and Taiwan has offered
assistance in this mission. Terrorism knows no
national boundaries and terrorists seek to destroy freedom and our democratic way of life.
Standing shoulder to shoulder as fellow democracies, Taiwan has mourned with America,
shared the pain of our Nation, and joined in
partnership to fight terrorism.
Mr. Speaker, the quick response of Taiwan
is not surprising, as the Republic of China is
a true democracy—a democracy that cher-
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October 9, 2001

ishes, protects and respects all of the rights of
her citizens. The success of Taiwan’s democracy is further reflected in her prosperity
where, despite having only 23 million people,
Taiwan has developed into one of the most
important and robust economies in the world.
As the United States leads the global fight
to eradicate terrorism, Mr. Speaker, let us be
thankful for good friends and allies such as
Taiwan. In this regard, Representative C.J.
Chen has done an excellent and superb job
on Capitol Hill and Washington in representing
Taiwan and furthering relations between our
governments.
Mr. Speaker, on October 10th, the National
Day marking the birth of the Republic of
China, I ask our colleagues and all Americans
to join me in saluting and honoring the strong,
vibrant and impressive democracy that is Taiwan today
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