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Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I

yield back the balance of my time.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

PETRI). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. LATOURETTE) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
1279, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘‘A bill to designate the
Federal building and United States
courthouse located at 236 Sharkey
Street in Clarksdale, Mississippi, as
the ‘Aaron E. Henry Federal Building
and United States Courthouse’.’’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 2412 and H.R. 1279, as
amended, the measures just considered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.
f

CONGRATULATING THE PEOPLE
OF TAIWAN FOR SUCCESSFUL
CONCLUSION OF PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTIONS AND REAFFIRMING
UNITED STATES POLICY TO-
WARD TAIWAN AND PEOPLE’S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res 292)
congratulating the people of Taiwan
for the successful conclusion of presi-
dential elections on March 18, 2000, and
reaffirming United States policy to-
ward Taiwan and the People’s Republic
of China, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 292

Whereas section 2(c) of the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act (Public Law 96–8) states ‘‘[t]he
preservation and enhancement of the human
rights of all the people on Taiwan’’ to be an
objective of the United States;

Whereas Taiwan has become a multiparty
democracy in which all citizens have the
right to participate freely in the political
process;

Whereas the people of Taiwan have, by
their vigorous participation in electoral
campaigns and public debate, strengthened
the foundations of a free and democratic way
of life;

Whereas Taiwan successfully conducted a
presidential election on March 18, 2000;

Whereas President Lee Teng-hui of Taiwan
has actively supported the consolidation of
democratic institutions and processes in Tai-
wan since 1988 when he became head of state;

Whereas this election represents the first
such transition of national office from one
elected leader to another in the history of
Chinese societies;

Whereas the continued democratic devel-
opment of Taiwan is a matter of funda-

mental importance to the advancement of
United States interests in East Asia and is
supported by the United States Congress and
the American people;

Whereas a stable and peaceful security en-
vironment in East Asia is essential to the
furtherance of democratic developments in
Taiwan and other countries, as well as to the
protection of human rights throughout the
region;

Whereas since 1972 United States policy to-
ward the People’s Republic of China has been
predicated upon, as stated in section 2(b)(3)
of the Taiwan Relations Act, ‘‘the expecta-
tion that the future of Taiwan will be deter-
mined by peaceful means’’;

Whereas section 2(b)(6) of the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act further pledges ‘‘to maintain the
capacity of the United States to resist any
resort to force or other forms of coercion
that would jeopardize the security, or the so-
cial or economic system, of the people of
Taiwan’’;

Whereas on June 9, 1998, the House of Rep-
resentatives voted unanimously to adopt
House Concurrent Resolution 270 that called
upon the President of the United States to
seek ‘‘a public renunciation by the People’s
Republic of China of any use of force, or
threat to use force, against democratic Tai-
wan’’;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China has
consistently refused to renounce the use of
force against Taiwan;

Whereas the State Council, an official
organ at the highest level of the Government
of the People’s Republic of China, issued a
‘‘white paper’’ on February 21, 2000, which
threatened ‘‘to adopt all drastic measures
possible, including the use of force,’’ if Tai-
wan indefinitely delays entering into nego-
tiations with the People’s Republic of China
on the issue of reunification; and

Whereas the February 21, 2000, statement
by the State Council significantly escalates
tensions across the Taiwan Straits and sets
forth a new condition that has not here-
tofore been stated regarding the conditions
that would prompt the People’s Republic of
China to use force against Taiwan: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That—

(1) the people of Taiwan are to be con-
gratulated for the successful conclusion of
presidential elections on March 18, 2000, and
for their continuing efforts in developing and
sustaining a free, democratic society which
respects human rights and embraces free
markets;

(2) President Lee Teng-hui of Taiwan is to
be congratulated for his significant contribu-
tions to freedom and democracy on Taiwan;

(3) President-elect Chen Shui-bian and
Vice President-elect Annette Hsiu-lien Lu of
Taiwan are to be congratulated for their vic-
tory, and they have the strong support and
best wishes of the House of Representatives
and the American people for a successful ad-
ministration;

(4) it is the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the People’s Republic of
China should abandon its provocative
threats against Taiwan and undertake steps
that would lead to a substantive dialogue,
including a renunciation of the use of force
against Taiwan and progress toward democ-
racy, the rule of law, and protection of
human and religious rights in the People’s
Republic of China; and

(5) the provisions of the Taiwan Relations
Act (Public Law 96–8) are hereby affirmed as
the legal standard by which United States
policy toward Taiwan shall be determined.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GILMAN) and the gen-

tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN).

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. ARMEY),
the distinguished majority leader who
has taken a great deal of time in focus-
ing attention on the Taiwan problem.

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
GILMAN) for yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, the House today is com-
memorating a very, very special event:
The first democratic election leading
to a transfer of power in the 5,000-year
history of the Chinese people.

This is, indeed, a momentous event
not only for the Chinese, not only for
Taiwan, but for the cause of democracy
itself. It was not that long ago, Mr.
Speaker, that many people believed
that democracy may be a dying creed.
I remember as recently as 1984, one
French philosopher respected by some
friends of mine wrote that the era of
democracy may be, and I quote, ‘‘a
brief parenthesis that is even now clos-
ing before our eyes.’’

There was a popular view, shared by
conservative pessimists as well as left-
wing revolutionaries, that some form
of dictatorship was the only alter-
native to even worse forms of govern-
ment.

At best, these people believed that
democracy was only appropriate for
some cultures, but not for most.
Though they rarely said so, what they
really meant was that it was only suit-
ed for some kinds of people and not for
others. Certainly, not for Asians who,
it was said, had unique ‘‘Asian values.’’
That made democracy unsuited for
them and they unsuited for democracy.

Well, Mr. Speaker, how wrong they
were. The Taiwan elections vindicate
once again the great wisdom of the
American founding fathers when they
wrote these wonderful words that ‘‘All
men are created equal’’ and all men
‘‘are endowed by their Creator with
certain inalienable rights.’’

Mr. Speaker, freedom and democracy
are not more precious for our culture
than they are for the people of other
cultures. There are no alien values that
lead some people to prefer dictatorship
over self-government. Freedom and de-
mocracy are, in fact, the shared aspira-
tions of all human beings everywhere,
from Athens to England to America in-
deed to all of Asia.

Taiwan can now serve as a shining
example to the unfree people in its part
of the world. It shows that democracy
works in a Chinese culture. It shows
that democracy can resist threats and
bullying from abroad. It shows that de-
mocracy is the only way that a Nation
can be both rich and free.

Mr. Speaker, let me add that even as
we rejoice in Taiwan’s democratic suc-
cess, we also wish to aid all the Chinese
people as they seek greater freedom,
and that includes those in the People’s
Republic of China. It is for this reason
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we are doing everything possible to
pass Permanent Normal Trade Rela-
tions for China. We know that free and
open trade will help make China an
open and free society. We will pass
PNTR, and we will do it this year.

Mr. Speaker, the House today is
pleased to offer our heartfelt congratu-
lations to the people of Taiwan and to
their new president and vice president-
elect. All the world should know that
the people of Taiwan and their demo-
cratic government enjoy the friend-
ship, admiration, and support of the
government of the United States.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume to
thank the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
ARMEY) the distinguished majority
leader, for his supportive remarks with
regard to this resolution.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, the election of the
Democratic Progressive Party’s Chen
Shui-bian and Annette Lu is truly an
historic event with profound and mov-
ing implications for Taiwan’s people.
The race was more than a race between
and among candidates. It was a race
between the people of Taiwan and the
Beijing leadership.

Despite Beijing’s protests, despite
even its threats, this election signified
the long-standing commitment of Tai-
wan to democratic ideals. I would like
to extend my congratulations to the
people of Taiwan in their success in
conducting a free and a fair election.

On March 15, only three days before
the election, the premier of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, Zhu Rongji,
held a news conference which intensi-
fied China’s threats of violence if Tai-
wan were to elect a pro-independence
candidate and move away from the
People’s Republic of China ‘‘one China’’
policy. This act was only the latest
demonstration of China’s attempts to
corrupt the Taiwanese democratic
process. But as a sign of desire for po-
litical change and faith in democracy,
the voters of Taiwan overcame any
fears of foreign threats and elected a
candidate they felt would best lead
Taiwan into the 21st century.

I applaud President-elect Chen’s im-
mediate overtures to improve the situ-
ation with China. Already he has in-
vited President Jiang Zemin to visit
Taiwan, and he has suggested abol-
ishing Taiwan’s ban on direct trade
with China.

Beijing must now also exercise re-
straint and start accepting the reality
that there are two sovereign countries
facing the Taiwan Strait.

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. should support
the strides Taiwan’s new leadership is
making toward establishing a peaceful
Taiwan and toward making it abso-
lutely clear that the issues between
China and Taiwan must be resolved
peacefully and must be resolved with
the assent of the people of Taiwan.

I had the pleasure last April in my
office of meeting now President-elect

Chen. He is a man of great ability and
representative in many ways of modern
Taiwan. I am confident his administra-
tion will provide the necessary leader-
ship in these difficult and sensitive
times for his country.

I look forward to working with him,
as I am sure all of us in this body do,
in improving relations between the
United States and the Republic of Tai-
wan.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from San Dimas, California
(Mr. DREIER), the distinguished chair-
man of the Committee on Rules.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I con-
gratulate the gentleman from New
York (Mr. GILMAN) on this resolution,
House Concurrent Resolution 292, and
thank him for his leadership on this
important issue and his vigorous pur-
suit of freedom over the many years he
has been serving in the Congress. I also
thank the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) for his support of the resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, it is all designed to con-
gratulate the people of Taiwan for the
very successful election that they real-
ized a week ago last Saturday. What is
important to note, Mr. Speaker, is that
this ground-breaking election marks
the first transition from one political
party to another in the 5,000-year his-
tory of the Chinese civilization. Let me
say that again. This election that we
have just observed marks the first
transition from one political party to
another in the 5,000-year history of
Chinese civilization. That is an ex-
traordinary accomplishment.

In fact, it is important to note that
this largely peaceful transition that we
have observed over the last decade and
a half from an authoritarian regime, to
what we have now witnessed as full de-
mocracy and a transition from one po-
litical party to another, is one of the
greatest victories of the 20th century
when it comes to our vigorous pursuit
of political pluralism worldwide. One
which I think it is important to note
goes hand in hand with the very impor-
tant economic reforms and ties that
the United States of America has had
with Taiwan.

b 1530

It does go hand-in-hand. And I think
that we all know that the very vig-
orous public debate that was spawned
by competitive elections has played a
role in strengthening the foundations
for a free and democratic way of life.
And we are witnessing that right now
on Taiwan.

The recent election of President-
elect Chen sends, I believe, a very
strong and positive message that de-
mocracy works in China. It works in
Asia. It works in a Chinese society. We
all hope very much that it will be able
to expand on to the mainland.

Mr. Speaker, without a doubt, there
are many very, very tough domestic

challenges that President-elect Chen
will be facing as he takes over the reins
in Taiwan. However, it is key to recog-
nize that one of his very first public
statements came in an interview that
he did with my hometown newspaper,
the Los Angeles Times, I do not call it
the Chicago Tribune yet; but it is the
Los Angeles Times, where he did a
very, very important interview stating
that he strongly supports mainland
China’s accession to the World Trade
Organization, which, obviously, as we
all know, is the global, rules-based
trading system, which would allow for
the elimination of tariff barriers so
that the rest of the world can gain ac-
cess to the 1.3 billion consumers in
China.

We know that following China’s ac-
cession to the World Trade Organiza-
tion, we will see Taiwan immediately
join the WTO. And the People’s Repub-
lic of China has supported that.

It is important to note that imme-
diately following his election, Presi-
dent-elect Chen said that he strongly
supported the idea of China acceding to
the WTO. He recognizes that the eco-
nomic fates of both Taiwan and main-
land China are inextricably tied. In
fact, not many people are aware of the
fact there are nearly 46,000 businesses
on mainland China that are owned by
Taiwanese.

In fact, the single largest supplier of
foreign direct investment to mainland
China happens to be the island of 22
million people of Taiwan. The commer-
cial relations with its cross-strait
neighbor are vital to the continued
prosperity of mainland China and of
Taiwan.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I am certain
that this House is united behind the
principle that the future of Taiwan be
determined in a manner that is both
peaceful and mutually agreeable to the
people on both sides of the Taiwan
Strait.

We as a Nation stand firmly behind
the 1979 Taiwan Relations Act. Mili-
tary action, threatened or actual, is
clearly the wrong way to proceed. And
I believe that this election sends a
strong signal that we can and, in fact,
see improved relations there.

I congratulate President Chen for the
strong steps that he has taken to bring
the temperature down and to work to-
wards what we hope will be peaceful as-
sociation there.

I thank my friend for yielding me the
time. Again, I appreciate his strong
leadership on this very important
issue.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the gentleman from California
(Chairman DREIER) for his strong sup-
portive remarks with regard to the
People’s Republic of China.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield as much time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER), the distin-
guished chairman of our subcommittee
on Asia and the Pacific.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the chairman for yielding me
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the time. I rise in strong support of
House Concurrent Resolution 292, the
resolution introduced by the distin-
guished majority leader, Mr. ARMEY,
which congratulates the people of Tai-
wan and Taiwan’s leaders for the suc-
cessful conclusion of their presidential
election on March 18.

Indeed, this election represents, as
the majority leader and the Committee
on Rules chairman just indicated, the
first such democratic transition to
high national office, one elected leader
to another, in the very long history of
Chinese society. That fact bears re-
peating.

The people of Taiwan are to be con-
gratulated for their continuing efforts
in developing and sustaining a free
democratic society which respects
human rights and embraces free mar-
kets.

Contrary to the claims of those try-
ing to defend Communism and other
authoritarian forms of government,
this election demonstrates that democ-
racy clearly could work in the People’s
Republic of China, and it explains the
reason why the Chinese people increas-
ingly yearn for democracy and could
flourish under it.

The success of democracy in Taiwan
is, indeed, a powerful model for the
mainland. This resolution, which was
expeditiously considered last week
without opposition in the Sub-
committee on Asia and the Pacific,
which this Member chairs, and subse-
quently in the full Committee on Inter-
national Relations, also acknowledges
that a stable and peaceful security en-
vironment in East Asia is essential to
the furtherance of democratic develop-
ments in the Taiwan area and in other
countries. It reaffirms U.S. policy re-
garding Taiwan as set forth in the Tai-
wan Relations Act.

In this regard, the resolution appro-
priately, this Member believes, ex-
presses the sense of Congress that the
People’s Republic of China should re-
frain from making provocative threats
against Taiwan and should instead un-
dertake steps that would lead to sub-
stantive dialogue, including a renunci-
ation of the use of force against Tai-
wan, the encouragement of democracy,
the rule of law, and the protection of
human and religious rights in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

Mr. Speaker, this Member is encour-
aged that since the election in Taiwan,
Beijing has curtailed, to a certain de-
gree, its aggressive and unhelpful rhet-
oric and appears again, to a certain de-
gree, to be extending the offer for a re-
newed dialogue.

It is hoped that this is an offer which
is offered in, in fact, good faith. Across
the Taiwan Strait, President-elect
Chen and others in Taipei are also call-
ing for renewed dialogue and are al-
ready proposing the kind of responsible
statesman-like policies that could ex-
pand and accelerate this dialogue.

Mr. Speaker, this is a timely, nec-
essary, and straightforwardly positive
resolution that sends an important

message to both Beijing and Taipei. As
a cosponsor of H. Con. Res. 292, this
Member urges his colleagues to support
the resolution.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Nebreska (Mr. BE-
REUTER) for his supportive remarks.

Mr. Speaker, how much time do we
have remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PETRI). The gentleman from New York
has 8 minutes remaining.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further speakers, but I reserve
the balance of my time.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Con. Res. 292.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume.
(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given

permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to rise in support of House Con-
current Resolution 292, introduced in
the House by the distinguished gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. ARMEY), the
majority leader, who has taken an ac-
tive role in our international affairs.

I want to take this opportunity to
congratulate the people of Taiwan on a
successful election and for taking an-
other step in consolidating their demo-
cratic evolution. They should be very
proud of their achievement, registering
a voter turnout of over 80 percent.
They have clearly articulated their de-
termination to build a society of free-
dom and of democracy.

On May 20 of this year, for the first
time in Taiwan’s history of over 400
years, the mantle of executive power
will pass from one democratically
elected president to another. This
should serve as a source of pride for the
Chinese people everywhere.

This peaceful transfer of power will
take place despite the misguided at-
tempts by the government of Beijing to
intimidate Taiwan’s voters and can-
didates and influence the outcome of
their democratic election.

The new government of Chen Shui-
Bian faces many challenges as it as-
cends to office. We look forward to
learning more of his vision for his ad-
ministration.

I want to commend the President-
elect for his proposal of embarking on
a journey of reconciliation with Bei-
jing and his offer to meet with the Chi-
nese leaders. Talks between Taipei and
Beijing should only go forward at a
pace and scope that is acceptable to
both parties.

I want to encourage the PRC to exer-
cise restraint, to avoid fanning the
flames of nationalism over Taiwan in
an effort to divert attention from their
own internal problems, and to open

substantive dialogue with Taipei, and
to end its history of military threats
toward that island.

As has long been American policy, it
is essential that the future of Taiwan
be determined in a peaceful and non-
coercive and mutually agreeable man-
ner to the people on both sides of the
strait.

We hope the world will take adequate
notice of what has transpired in Tai-
wan; that being that another Asian na-
tion has fully embraced democratic
principles and practices. This further
proves that democracy is not an East-
ern or a Western value as some might
contend, but it is a universal value of
the right of people everywhere.

I especially hope that the 1.2 billion
people of the PRC and their unelected
government take particular notice of
the prosperous, free, and open model
Taiwan provides for China’s future.

With the new government comes new
opportunities. Accordingly, I call upon
our administration to work produc-
tively with the new government and
treat President-elect Chen as an equal
partner in addressing the cross-strait
issues.

I also urge our administration to ad-
here to the ‘‘Reagan Six Assurances.’’
As my colleagues may recall, in July of
1982, the Reagan administration wisely
promised Taipei that it would not: one,
set a date for the ending of arms sales
to Taiwan; two, consult with China on
arms sales; three, play a mediation role
between PRC and Taiwan; four, revise
the Taiwan Relations Act; five, change
its position regarding sovereignty over
Taiwan; and, six, exert pressure on Tai-
pei to enter into negotiations with Bei-
jing.

Regrettably, those ‘‘Six Assurances’’
have been set aside in part, or com-
pletely ignored, by the present admin-
istration. These common sense guaran-
tees are a solid basis for American Tai-
wan policy and should be reinstitu-
tionalized as guideposts of the conduct
of bilateral relations with Taipei and
with Beijing.

I recommend strongly that our ad-
ministration take no action to delay or
undermine this year’s arms sales talks
with Taiwan. The talks should be con-
cluded as scheduled on April 24, and
Taiwan’s legitimate defense needs
should be met in light of China’s con-
tinuing military build-up.

Despite protestations by some to the
contrary, China is, in fact, precipi-
tating an arms race in Asia and is
working towards achieving military su-
periority over Taiwan and the ability
to influence that island’s future
through coercion, an action in direct
contravention to long-standing Amer-
ican policy and U.S.-Sino commu-
niques.

We can be assured that Beijing will
move at some point in the future to
test the mettle of the new Taipei gov-
ernment. China is biding its time for
the moment while a Permanent Nor-
mal Trade Relations hangs in the bal-
ance in the Congress.
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But once that issue is addressed and

a new Taiwanese administration is in-
augurated, China may opt to act mili-
tarily in some fashion against Taiwan.
Such a misguided policy of restricting
arms sales by the Clinton administra-
tion to Taiwan now will only serve to
increase the likelihood of Chinese ad-
venturism, miscalculation, and mili-
tary confrontation over Taiwan’s fu-
ture.

Any equivocating on this year’s arms
sales process will send the wrong signal
at the wrong time to both China and to
Taiwan. Instead of eclipsing a crisis
through strength and deterrence, the
administration may be in fact foment-
ing a crisis in the Taiwan Strait
through weakness and through indeci-
sion.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I am proud to
be a cosponsor of this legislation. I
want to thank the majority leader for
his good work in bringing it to the
floor.

Accordingly, I urge my colleagues to
strongly support this measure.

I congratulate the people of Taiwan
once again on a free and fair election.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in
strong support of H. Con. Res. 292—Con-
gratulating the people of Taiwan on their suc-
cessful presidential elections on March 18.
This election serves as a testament to their
continuing efforts in sustaining a free society
that respects democracy and human rights.

The people of Taiwan deserve our praise
and support for conducting this election. They
showed that true democracy can be success-
ful even in the face of military threats by the
Chinese government. This election is a re-
minder that the threat of a military attack will
not be successful in a political system where
the people can exercise the right to determine
their own future. The people of Taiwan have
taken great risks in sticking to their principles.

The second free election in Taiwan rep-
resents a coming of age for this maturing de-
mocracy. This is the first time in 50 years that
the Nationalist Party (KMT) will have to give
up its political power. The peaceful transfer of
power is a key turning point for every success-
ful democracy.

In particular, I would like to congratulate the
new President of Taiwan, Mr. Chen Shui-bian.
Mr. Chen was born in rural Taiwan about the
time of the Chinese Communist Revolution.
Since then, Mr. Chen has been an outspoken
advocate for human rights and has served as
a successful mayor of Taipei in recent years.

Over the course of his campaign, Mr. Chen
has shown prudence in handling the China
issue. In his victory speech, he promised to
continue economic relations with mainland
China and seek a ‘‘permanent peace.’’ It is my
hope that China and Taiwan will continue to
negotiate their differences in a peaceful man-
ner. I would also like to commend Vice-Presi-
dent elect Annette Liu who has advocated for
democratic reform in Taiwan on her visits to
Washington, D.C.

This election proves that the Chinese peo-
ple, like people all over the world, will choose
freedom and democracy when given the op-
portunity. By contrast, the Chinese govern-
ment continues to escalate the repression and
human rights of its own people—despite the
thriving democracy across the strait. The Tai-

wan elections should serve as an example
that the only real hope of eventual reunifica-
tion rests in the possibility of true freedom and
democracy in China.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, today with H. Con.
Res. 292 Congress bestows well-deserved
congratulations upon the people of Taiwan for
the successful conclusion of presidential elec-
tions on March 18, 2000, and for their con-
tinuing efforts to develop and sustain a free
republic that respects individual rights and em-
braces free markets. President Lee Teng-hui
of Taiwan should also be praised for his sig-
nificant contributions to freedom in Taiwan.

Unfortunately, because the bill pronounces
the Taiwan Relations Act (P.L. 96–8) as the
legal standard by which U.S. policy toward
Taiwan is governed, I cannot support the
measure. This Taiwan Relations Act, effec-
tuated a United States policy which recog-
nized an attack against Taiwan as inimical to
an attack on the United States.

Just as it is wrong to force our preferences
on other countries and cultures, it is wrong to
dictate politics. The United States has abso-
lutely no moral or constitutional right to do so.
In fact, action of that sort could rightfully be
considered an act of aggression on our part,
and our founding fathers made it very, very
clear that war should be contemplated only
when national security is immediately threat-
ened. to play the part of policemen of the
world degrades all who seek to follow the
Constitution. The Constitution does not allow
our government to participate in actions
against a foreign country when there is no im-
mediate threat to the United States.

Sadly, the U.S. has in recent years played
the role of world interventionist and global po-
liceman. Thomas Jefferson stated in his first
inaugural address: ‘‘Peace, commerce and
honest friendship with all nations—entangling
alliances with none, I deem [one of] the es-
sential principles of our government, and con-
sequently [one of] those which ought to shape
its administration.’’ Instead, the U.S. govern-
ment has become the government force that
unconstitutionally subsidizes one country and
then pledges taxpayer dollars and lives to fight
on behalf of that subsidized country’ enemies.
It’s the same sort of wisdom that would sub-
sidize tobacco farmers and pay the health
care costs of those who then choose to
smoke.

Each year the people of the United States
write a check to subsidize China, one of the
most brutal, anti-American regimes in the
world. It has been in vogue of late for every-
one in Washington, it seems, to eagerly de-
nounce the egregious abuses of the Chinese
people at the hands of the communist dic-
tators. Yet no one in our federal government
has been willing to take China on in any
meaningful way. Very few people realize that
China is one of the biggest beneficiaries of
American subsidization. Thanks to the lar-
gesse of this Congress, China enjoys the flow
of U.S. taxpayers cash into Beijing’s coffers.
Yet, today we are asked to pledge support for
Taiwan when we could best demonstrate sup-
port for Taiwan by terminating subsidies to
that country’s enemies.

Again, my congratulations to the Taiwanese
on their continuing efforts to develop and sus-
tain a free republic that respects individual
rights and embraces free markets and to
President Lee Teng-hui for his contributions to
that end.

Mr. LARSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of H. Con. Res. 292 to con-
gratulate the people of Taiwan on the suc-
cessful presidential elections on March 18th
and for their continuing efforts in developing
and sustaining a democratic society which em-
braces free markets and respects human
rights. I am a proud co-sponsor of this bill and
encourage my colleagues to vote in favor of it.

I believe that the freedom of Taiwan’s 22
million Chinese people to participate in the
competitive election of their president is surely
a reason for Congress to pass this resolution
in celebration of democracy. The bill congratu-
lates Taiwan’s current President Lee Teng-hui,
Taiwan’s ‘‘Father of Democracy,’’ who pre-
sided over Taiwan’s twin miracles of economic
development and political reform. It also con-
gratulates Taiwan’s President-elect, Chen
Shui-bian, and Vice President-elect, Annette
Hsiu-lien Lu, on their election, which ended a
half-century of one-party rule there.

I have followed these historic events in Tai-
wan closely and with interest. I have also
been assisted in understanding these issues
by the Taipei Economic and Cultural Rep-
resentative Office here in Washington. This
Office, and the very capable Benson Wang in
particular, have provided me and my staff with
straight-forward information on Taiwan and
events there, which I appreciate greatly. I am
hopeful that the companion measure we will
vote on today, to authorize $75 million to up-
grade the American Institute in Taiwan’s facili-
ties in Taipei, will allow the U.S. to have the
same high quality of representation in that
country.

This peaceful transfer of power brings Tai-
wan to the forefront of democratic nations in
Asia, and provides a shining example of free-
dom for mainland China and other nations in
the region to follow. This free election took
place despite Beijing’s clumsy and counter-
productive attempts to intimidate President-
elect Chen and his supporters. Perhaps the
government in Beijing is more concerned that
this election will result in further democracy
movements in China than they are about the
possibility of Taiwan’s independence. This is
why I especially support this measure’s provi-
sions to encourage China to make progress
toward democracy, the rule of law, and the
protection of human and religious rights.

Mr. Speaker, let me conclude by saying that
I believe that it is important for the United
States to salute and support Taiwan’s democ-
racy, and I therefore urge my colleagues to
join me in voting for this resolution. Thank
you.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
support of H. Con. Res. 292 and to congratu-
late the people of Taiwan on their successful
presidential elections on March 18, 2000.

The election results impressively dem-
onstrate the strength and vitality of Taiwan’s
democracy. I strongly support the right of the
people of Taiwan to decide their own political
future.

The victory for president-elect Chen Shui-
bian, the candidate of the Democratic Progres-
sive Party, and vice-president-elect, Annette
Lu, a pioneering feminist and former political
prisoner, symbolize the beginning of a new
era in Taiwanese politics after 51 years of rule
by the Nationalist Party.

The development of Taiwan from authori-
tarian rule to a vibrant democracy during only
two decades has been truly inspiring. The
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pace of political reform accelerated in the mid-
dle and late 1980s. Martial law was ended in
July 1987 and in 1992, for the first time in Tai-
wanese history, a new parliament was elected.

In its second direct presidential election al-
most 83 percent of Taiwanese voters cast
their ballots—an impressive turn-out that un-
derlines the great support among the popu-
lation for the democratic process.

I commend the people of Taiwan for this
peaceful transition and their commitment to
democratic values and ideas. The consistent
growth of the Taiwanese economy is closely
related to the success of Taiwanese democ-
racy.

I firmly believe that a democratic Taiwan is
the best guarantee for prosperity, peace and
security in the region.

Taiwan has been a valued and reliable part-
ner to the United States during the previous
decades and I am sure this constructive rela-
tionship will continue, after president-elect
Chen Shui-bian takes office.

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of the resolution offered by the
Majority Leader, Mr. ARMEY, and am proud to
be an original cosponsor.

The people of Taiwan should be com-
mended for their brave and inspiring show of
courage in support of democratic values.

The people of Taiwan stood in the face of
tremendous intimidation and constant threats
from the tyrants in Communist China, and they
refused to back down. About 80 percent of the
people went to the polls to exercise the most
sacred of democratic freedoms—the right of
citizens to choose their own leaders. Mr.
Speaker, that is the essence of democracy.

Undoubtedly, this new administration in Tai-
wan will face many challenges. For the first
time, Taiwan will experience a peaceful transi-
tion of executive power. This transition will not
be easy, but the peaceful passing of power is
at the core of democracy. The United States
must support this transition in every way pos-
sible.

This expression of freedom should not serve
as a threat to Beijing, but as an inspiration.
Hopefully, the day will soon come when the
people of communist China, for so long fet-
tered by the chains of communism and tyr-
anny, will be able to determine their own des-
tiny through free and fair elections.

Until that time, it should be clear that the
United States is firm in its commitment to Tai-
wan, and I urge the Administration to use this
occasion to signal to the world that we will
stand by and support our democratic allies. In
the meantime, Taiwan should meet future
threats by Beijing with the same strength and
determination that guided this most recent
election.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
support of this resolution. I want to thank the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. ARMEY) for bring-
ing this important resolution to the floor in
such a timely manner.

I want to congratulate Taiwan on its recent
free and fair elections. In a region of the world
where democracy is not widely accepted, it is
important that milestones like the elections of
March 18th do not go unrecognized. Despite
threats from Beijing, the Taiwanese set them-
selves apart from their neighbors by going to
the polls and voting for the candidate who
they wanted to be their leader. It is welcoming
to see that there are peoples around the world
who do not succumb to threats and pressure

and instead exercise their guaranteed rights.
Also the record number of the eligible voters
who went to the polls, 82.7 percent, is very
encouraging.

Taiwan has proven itself to be one of the
true democracies in a region surrounded by
dictators, military regimes, and human rights
abusers. The United States must do every-
thing within its power to stand behind these
defenders of democracy and human rights
around the world.

President Lee Teng-hui is to be commended
for leading his country during a tenuous time.
When he took office in 1988 martial law in Tai-
wan had just ended. He successfully built a
strong foundation on which democracy and
freedom has flourished. On May 20th of this
year, the first peaceful transfer of power to a
popularly elected opposition leader by Chinese
anywhere will take place. President Lee Teng-
hui of the Nationalist Party will turn the presi-
dency over to the recently elected Chen Shui-
bian of the Democratic Progressive Party. For
the first time in half a century, all of Taiwan’s
history, the governing party will change.

I wish to convey congratulations to Presi-
dent-elect Chen Shui-bian and Vice-President-
elect Annette Hsiu-lien Lu. Leading Taiwan
into the next century, and being at the helm
during the first changing of a political party in
Taiwan’s history, will be a great challenge.
However, I am confident that with the support
of the Taiwanese people and the continued
support of the international community, Taiwan
will continue to be a pillar in the region for de-
mocracy and freedom.

Again, I congratulate Taiwan. I hope and
believe that Taiwan can be a window into the
future of Asia. A future where everyone is
free—free from abuse, free to speak, free to
practice the religion of choice and free to vote.
A free, stable and prosperous Taiwan serves
as a positive example in a region where none
of these qualities are widely accepted.

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to have this opportunity to join my col-
leagues in congratulating President-elect Chen
Shui-bian and Vice President-elect Annette Lu
of Taiwan on their impressive victory. The
election results are testament to the strength
of Taiwan’s democracy, which has witnessed
the peaceful transition of power from the Na-
tionalist Party that ruled China for 50 years.

The election results are also a testament to
the courage and independence of the people
of Taiwan, who refused to be intimidated by
the increasingly bellicose threats from China
on the eve of the election.

I commend President-elect Chen Shui-bian
for his constructive and positive statements on
relations with China since his election. His
sensitivity and statesmanship will be critical to
lowering the level of tension between China
and Taiwan.

I am especially delighted at Vice President-
elect Annette Lu’s election. She will be the
highest-ranking female government official in
Taiwan’s history! Her new position and her im-
pressive accomplishments as an advocate for
women, human rights, and democracy make
her an exciting leader to watch.

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
thank the House, particularly Chairman BEN
GILMAN and Ranking Member SAM GEJDEN-
SON, for bringing this important resolution to
the floor.

I join all in this Congress in congratulating
the Republic of China for the success of their

recent elections. A successful election is one
which is fair to all and whose results are re-
spected by everyone. In fact, in a democracy,
the most important election is the second elec-
tion, not the first. The second election is the
truest test of commitment to democracy. If a
nation can watch the peaceful transfer of
power from one party to another, their journey
as a democracy is indeed on solid ground.

President-elect Chen Shui-bian of the
Democratic Progressive Party won the presi-
dential election, replacing President Lee Teng-
hui. The Far East is a favorite destination of
mine when I lead trade delegations, and I
have met and worked with President Lee. He
has made immeasurable contributions to the
solid foundation of democracy in Taiwan, and
he will hold a prominent place in Taiwan’s his-
tory as the first democratically elected presi-
dent in Taiwan’s history.

While the purpose of today’s resolution is to
congratulate President-elect Chen Shui-bian
and Vice President-elect Annette Hsiu-lien Lu
on their victory, I am pleased we are also re-
membering the most important element of this
election: the people of the Republic of China.
When a democracy freely votes, respects
human rights and embraces free markets, they
are a democracy among the established de-
mocracies of the world.

The United States is hopeful that Taiwan
will make use of its new power as a growing
democracy to lead a substantive dialogue in
that part of the world about democracy, the
rule of law, and the protection of human and
religious rights.

Again, I thank the Majority Leader and the
International Relations Committee for bringing
this important resolution to the attention of the
House of Representatives.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I wish to com-
mend the Majority Leader (Mr. ARMEY) for the
resolution we are considering today which
congratulates President-elect Chen Shuibian
and Vice President-elect Annette Lu on their
victory in a free and open and democratic
election in Taiwan. I also want to commend
my distinguished colleague and friend from
Nebraska, the Chairman of the Subcommittee
on Asia of our International Relations Com-
mittee, Mr. BEREUTER, for his leadership on
this issue.

Mr. Speaker, Taiwan is one of the great
success stories of the post-World War II era.
At the end of the war, Taiwan was a destitute,
primitive, backward society. Today, it is one of
the great economic triumphs of this century—
a vibrant, innovative, creative economy, the
18th largest in the world. The strength of Tai-
wan’s economy is reflected in the fact that it
is our nation’s 7th largest trading partner.

Taiwan is also one of the great political suc-
cess stories of the twentieth century. During
the last two decades, Taiwan had become a
full-fledged democracy. From an American
point of view, there is nothing more desirable
than to see an economically under-developed
autocracy become a full functioning, vibrant
democracy as we have seen in Taiwan.

In this regard, Mr. Speaker, the recent elec-
tion marks another important milestone in the
consolidation of democracy in Taiwan. This
election marks the first peaceful transfer of
power from the KMT (Nationalist) party, which
has played the dominant political role in Tai-
wan for the past half century, to Mr. Clen, the
candidate of the Democratic Progressive
Party. This peaceful change of political power
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is reflection of the maturation of Taiwanese
democracy.

I do want to pay tribute to President Lee
Teng-hui, the first democractically elected
President in the history of the Chinese people.
He has ably and faithfully served the people of
Taiwan during his tenure as president, and as
he steps down now at the completion of his
presidential term, we owe him our thanks for
the friendship he has shown the United
States.

I also want to pay tribute to President-elect
Chen for the responsible and thoughtful way
which he has approached the difficult issue of
Taiwan’s relationship with mainland China. We
in the United States welcome his statesman-
ship and see it as a further reflection of the
maturity of Taiwan’s democracy.

Mr. Speaker, these important changes in
Taiwan stand in sharp contrast with the con-
tinuing authoritarian and dictatorial govern-
ment which rules the People’s Republic of
China. I think this resolution we are consid-
ering today needs to be viewed as one that
congratulates the people of Taiwan on having
attained a high degree of economic develop-
ment and creating a functioning political de-
mocracy and starkly contrasts these positive
developments with those in the People’s Re-
public of China. There is a free press in Tai-
wan, unlike the PRC. There are political alter-
natives in Taiwan, but not in mainland China.

Taiwan also recognizes the desire of its
people to function in a free and democratic
fashion, unlike China. In particular Taiwan per-
mits religious groups freedom of worship. In
China, on the other hand, the practitioners of
Falun Gong continue to be persecuted. Those
who seek to practice their faith are prohibited
or are limited to officially recognized and offi-
cially organized churches which have more to
do with securing political support for the com-
munist regime than they do with religious wor-
ship. The followers of all faiths—in China, as
well as Taiwan—must have the freedom to
practice their religion. The handful of incredibly
courageous individuals in China who have ex-
pressed views contrary to the communist re-
gime must be released.

Mr. Speaker, the resolution we are consid-
ering today acknowledges the outstanding
contributions of the Chinese people. I person-
ally have the highest regard for Chinese civili-
zation and what it has contributed to the cul-
ture of all humankind. It is one of the great
tragedies of history that these wonderful and
cultured people are ruled by an autocratic and
dictatorial regime.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge my colleagues
to join me in supporting this resolution, which
recognizes the enormous achievements of the
people of Taiwan and holds out great hope for
the people of China.

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratulate
the people of Taiwan on the successful March
18th, 2000 presidential election. Taiwan’s dec-
ades-long political transformation and the re-
cent election are indeed great examples of
Taiwan’s commitment to a government of the
people, by the people and for the people.

As the first member of the United States
Congress born in Taiwan, I observed with
great interest Taiwan’s extremely competitive
presidential campaign. The open process is a
tribute to the people of Taiwan, and to the is-
land’s real, working democratic process. Tai-
wan has indeed achieved democracy under
adversity and joined the great democracies of
the world.

Once again, I would like to congratulate the
people of Taiwan on their courage and com-
mitment to forming a more democratic and
complete society. In addition, I would also like
to congratulate all the candidates, especially
President-elect Chen Shui-bian and Vice
President-elect Annette Lu, for a very open
and competitive campaign. I wish the Tai-
wanese people well and hope to work together
with all people in the region for a peaceful and
prosperous future.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PETRI). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from New
York (Mr. GILMAN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution, H. Con. Res. 292, as
amended.

The question was taken.
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I

demand the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

f

b 1545

AMERICAN INSTITUTE IN TAIWAN
FACILITIES ENHANCEMENT ACT

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3707) to authorize funds for the
site selection and construction of a fa-
cility in Taipei, Taiwan suitable for
the mission of the American Institute
in Taiwan, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 3707

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American
Institute in Taiwan Facilities Enhancement
Act’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds that—
(1) in the Taiwan Relations Act of 1979 (22

U.S.C. 3301 et seq.), the Congress established
the American Institute in Taiwan (hereafter
in this Act referred to as ‘‘AIT’’), a nonprofit
corporation incorporated in the District of
Columbia, to carry out on behalf of the
United States Government any and all pro-
grams, transactions, and other relations
with Taiwan;

(2) the Congress has recognized AIT for the
successful role it has played in sustaining
and enhancing United States relations with
Taiwan;

(3) the Taipei office of AIT is housed in
buildings which were not originally designed
for the important functions that AIT per-
forms, whose location does not provide ade-
quate security for its employees, and which,
because they are almost 50 years old, have
become increasingly expensive to maintain;

(4) the aging state of the AIT office build-
ing in Taipei is neither conducive to the
safety and welfare of AIT’s American and
local employees nor commensurate with the
level of contact that exists between the
United States and Taiwan;

(5) because of the unofficial character of
United States relations with Taiwan, the De-
partment of State is not responsible for
funding the construction of a new office
building for the Taipei office of AIT;

(6) AIT has made a good faith effort to set
aside funds for the construction of a new of-
fice building, but these funds will be insuffi-
cient to construct a building that is large
and secure enough to meet AIT’s current and
future needs; and

(7) because the Congress established AIT
and has a strong interest in United States re-
lations with Taiwan, the Congress has a spe-
cial responsibility to ensure the AIT’s re-
quirements for safe and appropriate office
quarters are met.
SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated the
sum of $75,000,000 to AIT—

(1) for plans for a new facility and, if nec-
essary, residences or other structures lo-
cated in close physical proximity to such fa-
cility, in Taipei, Taiwan, for AIT to carry
out its purposes under the Taiwan Relations
Act; and

(2) for acquisition by purchase or construc-
tion of such facility, residences, or other
structures.

(b) LIMITATIONS.—Funds appropriated pur-
suant to subsection (a) may only be used if
the new facility described in that subsection
meets all requirements applicable to the se-
curity of United States diplomatic facilities,
including the requirements in the Omnibus
Diplomatic Security and Anti-Terrorism Act
of 1986 (22 U.S.C. 4801 et seq.) and the Secure
Embassy Construction and Counterterrorism
Act of 1999 (as enacted by section 1000(a)(7) of
Public Law 106–113; 113 Stat 1501A–451), ex-
cept for those requirements which the Direc-
tor of AIT certifies to the Committee on
International Relations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate are not applicable on
account of the special statue of AIT.

(c) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Amounts ap-
propriated pursuant to subsection (a) are au-
thorized to remain available until expended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PETRI). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. GILMAN)
and the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 3707.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume.
(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given

permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to rise in support of H.R. 3707,
a bill to authorize funds for the con-
struction or acquisition of a new facil-
ity for the American Institute in Tai-
wan.

I would like to thank the distin-
guished sponsor of the bill, the vice
chairman of our committee, the chair-
man of the Subcommittee on Asia and
the Pacific, the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. BEREUTER), for his efforts
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