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Darren is the chairman of the Men’s Caucus

for Congressman TOWNS, a member of 100
Black Men, Inc., and senator David Patter-
son’s Progressive Professional Network. As a
young businessman, Darren hires and trains
college-bound students as trainees in real es-
tate management and office administration. I
am pleased to introduce him to my House col-
leagues.
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IN COMMEMORATING THE 25TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE VILLAGE
CONDOMINIUM

HON. JOSEPH P. KENNEDY II
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 5, 1997

Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I join my colleagues in celebrating
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Village Con-
dominium.

In 1910, the site of the Village Condominium
was a working farm and piggery. It was not
until 1947 that 308 apartments were built on
the site of this farm. In 1971 these apartments
became condominiums in the largest con-
dominium conversion in Massachusetts. No
one could have imagined that 25 years later,
the Village Condominium would set standards
for other condominiums statewide.

The Village Condominium pressed for cer-
tain rights which they were entitled to, thus
providing strong leadership for all other con-
dominiums in the area. The Village Condomin-
ium Association is an example of citizens
working together to achieve a common goal.
The result is an affordable, efficiently run con-
dominium.

I am pleased to join my colleagues in com-
memorating the 25th anniversary of the Village
Condominium.
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TRIBUTE TO JOHN H. SENGSTACKE
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Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ask
my colleagues to remember and pay tribute to
the late John Herman Henry Sengstacke, a
pioneer in journalism and an ardent defender
of the first amendment.

As founder of the Chicago Defender and the
National Newspaper Publishers Association
and publisher of the Tri-State Defender in
Memphis and many other African-American
newspapers, John Sengstacke made African-
American journalism a potent force in journal-
ism, as well as social and political change in
the United States. Through his coverage of
and participation in the major civil rights issues
of his day, Mr. Sengstacke created opportuni-
ties for hundreds of thousands of Americans.

During the Roosevelt administration, he be-
came the first African-American journalist to
gain press credentials to cover the White
House. He was a war correspondent in Eu-
rope during World War II and played an influ-
ential role in integrating the Armed Forces by
convincing Eleanor Roosevelt to visit the
Tuskegee Institute, leading to the establish-
ment of the Tuskegee Airmen. After World

War II, President Harry S. Truman appointed
Mr. Sengstacke to serve on the Presidential
committee to end segregation in the military.
He served on a subsequent committee over-
seeing military integration in the Kennedy ad-
ministration.

Mr. Sengstacke was highly respected by all
of his colleagues as a newspaperman and a
journalist. He was the first African-American
member of the American Society of News-
paper Editors, the American Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association, and the Pulitzer Award
Committee.

Mr. Speaker, President Lyndon B. Johnson
once said our ‘‘freedom is fragile if citizens are
ignorant.’’ John Sengstacke, through his com-
mitment to getting facts to the public, strength-
ened freedom in the United States. I ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring and remem-
bering him.
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TRIBUTE TO THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MS. FOUNDATION
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in tribute to the Ms. Foundation for
25 years of championing the rights and needs
of women and girls. The Ms. Foundation cele-
brated this milestone on Thursday, May 29,
1997, with a gala dinner and awards cere-
mony in New York City.

The Ms. Foundation for Women is a na-
tional, multi-issue, public fund. It was founded
in 1972 and supports the efforts of women
and girls to govern their own lives and to influ-
ence the world around them. The mission of
the foundation is to fund and assist women’s
self-help organizing efforts, and pursue
changes in public consciousness, law, philan-
thropy, and social policy. In the 1996 fiscal
year, the Ms. Foundation awarded a total of
$1,665,700 in grants and technical assistance
to programs in the areas of economic security,
leadership for young women and girls, and
health and safety. I am pleased to add that
the Ms. Foundation is the creator of the Take
Our Daughters to Work Day campaign.

This year the Ms. Foundation honored nine
1997 Women of Vision Awardees. Those hon-
ored for organizing work were Justine
Andronici, Nohelia Canales, and Dee Martin
for a project of the Feminist Majority Founda-
tion; Ellen Bravo of the National Association of
Working Women, Frances Kissling from
Catholics for a Free Choice; Rinku Sen of the
Center for Third World Organizing. For philan-
thropy, Ann R. Roberts, the Ford Foundation
and the American Express Company were
each honored.

It is my great pleasure to acknowledge the
25-year anniversary of the Ms. Foundation.
With the very capable stewardship of Marie
Wilson, executive director and the dedicated
board of trustees, the Ms. Foundation will con-
tinue to provide an essential resource for
those who strive to improve the lives of
women. I ask my colleagues in this Chamber
to rise with me in honor of the extraordinary
contribution the Ms. Foundation has made.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO RAUL
AND MINA BESTEIRO

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ
OF TEXAS
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ask
my colleagues to join me in celebrating the
40th anniversary of two truly great Americans,
Raul and Mina Besteiro of Brownsville, TX, on
June 8, 1997.

I cannot begin to tell you how much the
Besteiros have given to Brownsville, the great-
er south Texas area, and our country. Raul
Besteiro, an adjunct professor with the Alter-
native Certification program at the University
of Texas-Brownsville, was recently elected
president of the Southern Association of Col-
leges and Schools, a 101-year-old educational
institution. Mr. B began his teaching career in
1958, moving quickly up through the leader-
ship of the Brownsville Independent School
District, eventually becoming superintendent
and introducing a new educational concept at
the State’s largest high school.

Mr. B, as Raul is known affectionately
known around south Texas, has spent his en-
tire life working to make our community a bet-
ter place. He has made our community a bet-
ter place by serving as a consultant to the
Port of Brownsville, making the local concerns
of the community and the port authority known
to lawmakers. His expertise is focused on
matters relating to the Gulf of Mexico and the
south Texas rail system. He has served as a
member of the Brownsville Rio Grande Inter-
national Railroad and the Texas Turnpike Au-
thority.

The love and strength of his wife, Mina, has
made all these things possible. Without her
constant support and understanding, he would
not be able to do the demanding work he
does on behalf of the community. Mina is also
an educator, starting as a school teacher at
BISD. She has dedicated her life to her chil-
dren and her family. Her long-term commit-
ment has enabled her husband and her chil-
dren to be so wildly successful.

People say the measure of a family’s char-
acter is most evident in their children. The
Besteiro children are a tribute to the loving
foundation built by their parents. Mr. B and
Mina raised children, all of whom are profes-
sionals and many of whom have following in
their father’s footsteps and chosen education
as a vocation. All the Besteiro children—Mina,
Pila, Lucy, Adriana, Cess, and Raul III—are
valuable citizens in the south Texas commu-
nity.

I ask my colleagues to join me in commend-
ing Raul and Mina for their long-lasting jour-
ney of marriage and family.
f

SALUTING NEW YORKERS WHO
SUPPORT ISTEA

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY
OF NEW YORK
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Mr. HINCHEY Mr. Speaker, I would like to
rise today to applaud and thank a group of
bicyclists from New York State who I had the
pleasure of meeting with yesterday. They had
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