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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Washington, D.C., June 11,1969. 
Hon. John L. McClellan,
Chairman, Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, 
Committee on Government Operations.

Dear Mr. Chairman: Enclosed is a study of campus riots and dis­
orders for the period October 1967 to May 1969.

This study was prepared by Daniel Harris and Joseph Honcharik 
of the General Accounting Office for the Senate Permanent Sub­
committee on Investigations of the Committee on Government Op­
erations, pursuant to Senate Resolution 26, 91st Congress, first session.

Respectfully,
Jerome S. Adlerman,

General Counsel.
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STAFF STUDY OF CAMPUS RIOTS AND DISORDERS— 
OCTOBER 1967-MAY 1969

Introduction

The Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations of the 
Committee on Government Operations has been engaged since Au­
gust 1967 in the investigation of riots and civil and criminal disorders 
in the United States and is to report to Congress measures necessary 
for the prevention of such disorders.

In the performance of this obligation under the resolutions author­
izing this investigation, the subcommittee staff has compiled two lists 
of disturbances which occurred on the campuses of colleges and uni­
versities in the United States between October 1967 and May 1969, 
on (a) a chronological basis and (6) an alphabetical basis.

These lists were compiled from various news media, including 
publications of militant organizations, in cities and towns which 
have experienced some sort of civil or criminal disorders on their 
college or university campuses.

Jerome S. Adlerman,
General Counsel.

Statistical Summary of Campus Disturbances Covering the 
Period October 1967-May 1969

(1) Total colleges or institutions of higher learning_________ 2, 374
(2) Total colleges involved in disturbances________________ 211
(3) Total disturbances 1________________________________ 471
(4) Types of alleged grievances leading to disturbances—2

(a) Military recruiting_________________________ 24
(6) Military research__________________________ 9
(c) ROTC  41
(d) Vietnam war and draft_____________________ 44
(e) Corporate recruiting________________________ 28
(0 Black students’ demands____________________ 125
(g) Administration policy______________________ 192

(5) Damage:
(a) Total incidents of—

Bombings and attempted bombings_______ 25
Arsons and suspected arsons_____________ 46
General destruction, such as windows, fur­

niture, etc_________________________ 67
(6) Total estimated persons injured_______________ 598

See footnotes at end of table, p. 2.
(1)



2

Administrative response to disturbances:

(7)

(8)

(aj Total disturbances where administrators—
Called campus, local, State police--------------- 110
Called National Guard--------------------------- 12
Closed the institution or suspended classes----  26
Granted amnesty---------------------------------- 8
Granted student demands----------------------- 39

(6) Total estimated arrests--------------------------------- 6, 158
(c) Total suspension and expulsions--------------------- 645
(d) Total disturbances receiving faculty support-------  15

Total incidents of methods used by demonstrators:
(a) Marches, rallies, teach-ins, pickets, etc-------------- 141
(6) Occupation of buildings, offices, streets------------- 207
(c) Boycotting classes--------- _--------------------------- 46
(d) Disruption of extracurricular activities (ROTC 

drills, recruiting, trustee meetings, speakers, 
etc.)  $6

(e) Holding of hostages-------------------------------------- 14

In a Law Day speech, Attorney General John Mitchell 
stated that more than 2,300 arrests had been made and more than 
$2.2 million in property damage was involved in campus disorders 
during the 1968-69 academic year.

For the limited period of 5 months from Jan. 1, 1969, to May 
31, 1969, the American Insurance Association reported that it 
estimated total damages as a result of campus riots to be $4,432,- 
330. [However, this estimate is not all inclusive since it does not 
cover losses at some colleges; for example, Stanford University 
and San Francisco State College.]

«19 percent of the total disturbances occurred at the University of California at Berkeley, Columbia 
University, Harvard University, San Francisco State College, and the University of Wisconsin at Madison.

» Some disturbances had more than 1 cause.
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