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INTRODUCTION
Liggett Group, one of the Nation’s top tobacco manufacturers, an­

nounced on May 20, 1997 that, in connection with its settlement 
of tobacco related-litigation with the attomeys-general of 22 states, 
it would publicly release all documents and information in its pos­
session relevant to issues of smoking and health, including docu­
ments subject to Liggett’s own attorney-client privileges and work 
product protections. On that same date, the other major tobacco 
companies sued Liggett and obtained an order from a North Caro­
lina state court enjoining the disclosure of any documents subject 
to the “joint-privilege” of all of the major tobacco companies.

On May 9, 1997, a special master appointed by a state court in 
Minnesota was directed to undertake an in camera review of more 
than 2,500 Liggett documents subject to claims of joint-privilege. 
On September 10, 1997, after categorizing the documents into 
twelve separate categories and reviewing a sample of documents 
from each category, the special master issued a report stating that 
documents in five of the twelve categories were either not privi­
leged or not subject to protection because they evidenced crime or 
fraud.

On November 13, 1997, at the opening hearing of the House 
Commerce Committee concerning the proposed national settlement 
between the Nation’s largest tobacco manufacturers and the state 
attorneys general, I announced my intention to obtain the docu­
ments designated by the Minnesota special master as being exempt 
from the attorney-client privilege. When the tobacco companies 
failed to voluntarily comply with my request that they turn over 
the documents, I, in consultation with the Ranking Minority Mem­
ber, issued subpoenas to the four companies in possession of the 
documents on December 4, 1997. The Committee received a set of 
the documents on December 5, 1997.

Upon receiving the documents, the Ranking Minority Member 
and I asked the staff to review the documents, create an index, and 
advise us as to whether anything contained in the documents 
might prevent their release to the public. Upon completion of that 
review, and in consultation with the Ranking Minority Member, I 
accepted the recommendation of the staff that nothing contained in 
the documents prevented their release to the public. Therefore, I 
am ordering the printing of this Committee Print which includes 
an index to the documents and will accompany copies of the docu­
ments in electronic form on CD-ROM. I also directed the staff to 
make copies of the documents available in an electronic format on 
the Committee’s site on the World Wide Web (http://www. 
house.gov/commerce).

This print is intended to assist Members and the public in evalu­
ating the past conduct of the Nation’s largest tobacco companies as 
Congress moves forward with its consideration of the proposed na­
tional settlement. I hope that you find it useful.

Tom Bliley, Chairman, 
Committee on Commerce, U.S. House of Representatives.

house.gov/commerce


NOTE REGARDING DOCUMENTS IN ELECTRONIC FORM
The United States House of Representatives Committee on Com­

merce issued subpoenas on December 4, 1997 for certain documents 
identified by the special master appointed by the Honorable Ken­
neth J. Fitzpatrick in the matter of State of Minnesota, et al. v'. 
Philip Morris, Inc., et al. No. Cl-94-8563 (2nd Judicial Dist., MN) 
as being exempt from protection by claims of attorney-client privi­
lege because they evidenced crime or fraud. Those documents were 
produced on December 5, 1997 and are reproduced in an electronic 
format on CD-ROM and on the Committee’s Internet site (http:// 
www.house.gov/commerce).

Before reviewing the documents, several points are important to 
note:
1. The documents subpoenaed by the Committee are a subset of a 

larger collection of documents. Therefore, some documents may 
not have attachments and other materials referred to by the 
documents may not be included.

2. Because the companies produced only those documents which 
were responsive to the subpoenas, Bates stamp numbers may 
not be sequential.

3. Due to differences in the way the Committee and the recipients 
of the subpoenas characterized “documents,” the final number 
of documents may differ from earlier published reports. A copy 
of the companies’ “privilege log” has also been included to as­
sist in reviewing the documents.

4. The Committee has included several documents herein in addi­
tion to the documents subpoenaed by the Committee on De­
cember 4, 1997. They include a decision by Judge Fitzpatrick 
regarding the companies’ claims of attorney-client privilege, 
the companies’ own “privilege log” which indexes the docu­
ments, and the Committee’s own index. The Committee makes 
no claims as to the accuracy of any of the documents or indexes 
contained herein.

5. Included in the subpoenaed documents were a number of docu­
ments for which the companies subsequently waived their 
claims of attorney-client privilege. Documents beginning with 
the following Bates stamp numbers are not considered privi­
leged by the companies:

Documents Identified by Companies as Non Privileged

0304047; 2000124; 2000125; 2000126; 2000127; 2000490; 2000491; 2000492;
2000493; 2000494; 2000567; 2000568; 2000651; 2000652; 2000653; 2000654;
2004128; 2004181; 2004911; 2006372; 2006366; 2006367; 2006368; 2006369;
2006370; 2006371; 2006372; 2006373; 2006374; 2006375; 2006376; 2006926;
2006927; 2006928; 2007525; 2007527; 2008314; 2008315; 2008316; 2008317;
2008318; 2010742; 2010743; 2015615; 2015616; 2015617; 2015618; 2015619;
2015620; 2017997; 2017998; 2017999; 2018000; 2018001; 2018667; 2018668;
2018669; 2018670; 2018671; 2018672; 2018673; 2018674; 2018675; 2018676;
2018677; 2018678; 2018679; 2018680; 2018681; 2018682; 2018683; 2018684;
2018685; 2018686; 2018687; 2018688; 2018689; 2018690; 2022254; 2022255;
2022256; 2022257; 2022258; 2022259; 2022260; 2022261; 2022572; 2022573;
2022574; 2022956; 2022957; 2023844; 2023845; 2023846; 2023847; and 2023848.

http://www.house.gov/commerce
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