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National Forest Ski Area Permit Act of 1986

[Public Law 99-522] 

[As Amended Through P.L. 112–46, Enacted November 07, 2011] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of section 3 of Public Law 
99–522. It was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through 
note above and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects 
current law through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:/
/www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿

AN ACT To establish a ski area permit system on national forest lands, and for 
other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 

* * * * * * * 
SEC. 3. ø16 U.S.C. 497b¿ SKI AREA PERMITS. 

(a) LAW APPLICABLE TO PERMITS.—The provisions of the Act of 
March 4, 1915 (16 U.S.C. 497) notwithstanding, the term and acre-
age of permits for the operation of ski areas and associated facili-
ties on National Forest System lands shall henceforth be governed 
by this Act and other applicable law. 

(b) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Agriculture (hereinafter re-
ferred to as ‘‘the Secretary’’) is authorized to issue permits (herein-
after referred to as ‘‘ski area permits’’) for the use and occupancy 
of suitable lands within the National Forest System for skiing and 
other snow sports and recreational uses authorized by this Act. A 
ski area permit—

(1) may be issued for a term not to exceed 40 years; 
(2) shall ordinarily be issued for a term of 40 years (unless 

the Secretary determines that the facilities or operations are of 
a scale or nature as are not likely to require long-term financ-
ing or operation), or that there are public policy reasons spe-
cific to a particular permit for a shorter term; 

(3) shall encompass such acreage as the Secretary deter-
mines sufficient and appropriate to accommodate the permit-
tee’s needs for ski operations and appropriate ancillary facili-
ties; 

(4) may be renewed at the discretion of the Secretary; 
(5) may be cancelled by the Secretary in whole or in part 

for any violation of the permit terms or conditions, for non-
payment of permit fees, or upon the determination by the Sec-
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retary in his planning for the uses of the national forests that 
the permitted area is needed for higher public purposes; 

(6) may be modified from time to time by the Secretary to 
accommodate changes in plans or operations in accordance 
with the provisions of applicable law; 

(7) shall be subject to such reasonable terms and condi-
tions as the Secretary deem appropriate; and 

(8) shall be subject to a permit fee based on fair market 
value in accordance with applicable law. 
(c) OTHER RECREATIONAL USES.— 

(1) AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY.—Subject to the terms of a 
ski area permit issued pursuant to subsection (b), the Sec-
retary may authorize a ski area permittee to provide such 
other seasonal or year-round natural resource-based rec-
reational activities and associated facilities (in addition to ski-
ing and other snow-sports) on National Forest System land 
subject to a ski area permit as the Secretary determines to be 
appropriate. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—Each activity and facility authorized 
by the Secretary under paragraph (1) shall—

(A) encourage outdoor recreation and enjoyment of na-
ture; 

(B) to the extent practicable—
(i) harmonize with the natural environment of the 

National Forest System land on which the activity or 
facility is located; and 

(ii) be located within the developed portions of the 
ski area; 
(C) be subject to such terms and conditions as the Sec-

retary determines to be appropriate; and 
(D) be authorized in accordance with—

(i) the applicable land and resource management 
plan; and 

(ii) applicable laws (including regulations). 
(3) INCLUSIONS.—Activities and facilities that may, in ap-

propriate circumstances, be authorized under paragraph (1) in-
clude—

(A) zip lines; 
(B) mountain bike terrain parks and trails; 
(C) frisbee golf courses; and 
(D) ropes courses. 

(4) EXCLUSIONS.—Activities and facilities that are prohib-
ited under paragraph (1) include—

(A) tennis courts; 
(B) water slides and water parks; 
(C) swimming pools; 
(D) golf courses; and 
(E) amusement parks. 

(5) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may not authorize any ac-
tivity or facility under paragraph (1) if the Secretary deter-
mines that the authorization of the activity or facility would 
result in the primary recreational purpose of the ski area per-
mit to be a purpose other than skiing and other snow-sports. 
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(6) BOUNDARY DETERMINATION.—In determining the acre-
age encompassed by a ski area permit under subsection (b)(3), 
the Secretary shall not consider the acreage necessary for ac-
tivities and facilities authorized under paragraph (1). 

(7) EFFECT ON EXISTING AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES AND FA-
CILITIES.—Nothing in this subsection affects any activity or fa-
cility authorized by a ski area permit in effect on the date of 
enactment of this subsection during the term of the permit. 
(d) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 2 years after the date of en-

actment of this subsection, the Secretary shall promulgate regula-
tions to implement this section. 

(e) Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to amend, modify or 
otherwise affect the Secretary’s duties under the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and the Forest 
and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 
U.S.C. 1600 et seq.), including his duties to involve the public in 
his decisionmaking and planning for the national forests. 
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