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AVIATION MEDICAL ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1998 

[Public Law 105–170; 112 Stat. 47; 49 U.S.C. 44701 note] 

[This Act has not been amended] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 105–170. It 
was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above 
and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law 
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:// 
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

AN ACT To direct the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration to re-
evaluate the equipment in medical kits carried on, and to make a decision regard-
ing requiring automatic external defibrillators to be carried on, aircraft operated 
by air carriers, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Aviation Medical Assistance Act 
of 1998’’. 

* * * * * * * 
SEC. 5. LIMITATIONS ON LIABILITY. 

(a) LIABILITY OF AIR CARRIERS.—An air carrier shall not be lia-
ble for damages in any action brought in a Federal or State court 
arising out of the performance of the air carrier in obtaining or at-
tempting to obtain the assistance of a passenger in an in-flight 
medical emergency, or out of the acts or omissions of the passenger 
rendering the assistance, if the passenger is not an employee or 
agent of the carrier and the carrier in good faith believes that the 
passenger is a medically qualified individual. 

(b) LIABILITY OF INDIVIDUALS.—An individual shall not be lia-
ble for damages in any action brought in a Federal or State court 
arising out of the acts or omissions of the individual in providing 
or attempting to provide assistance in the case of an in-flight med-
ical emergency unless the individual, while rendering such assist-
ance, is guilty of gross negligence or willful misconduct. 
SEC. 6. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act— 
(1) 

* * * * * * * 
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2 Sec. 6 AVIATION MEDICAL ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1998 

(3) the term ‘‘medically qualified individual’’ includes any 
person who is licensed, certified, or otherwise qualified to 
provide medical care in a State, including a physician, nurse, 
physician assistant, paramedic, and emergency medical 
technician.  
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