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Water Resources Development Act of 2000
[P.L. 106-541; Enacted December 11, 2000]

[As Amended Through P.L. 118-272, Enacted January 4, 2025]

[Currency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 106-541. It
was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above
and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:/
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/1

[Note: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents.
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).1

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as the“Water Re-

sources Development Act of 2000”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

P TITLE II—GENE;{AL PROVISIONS |
TITLE II—.GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 203. TRIBAL PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM.
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) INDIAN TRIBE.—The terms “Indian tribe” and “Indian
Tribe” have the meanings given the terms “Indian tribe” has
the meaning given the term?! in section 4 of the Indian Self-
Determination and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

(2) INTER-TRIBAL CONSORTIUM.—The term “inter-tribal con-
sortium” has the meaning given the term in section 403 of the
Indian Child Protection and Family Violence Prevention Act
(25 U.S.C. 3202).

(3) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term “Tribal organization”
has the meaning given the term in section 4 of the Indian Self-
Determination and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).
(b) PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In cooperation with Indian tribes, inter-
tribal consortiums, Tribal organizations, and the heads of other

1The phrase “‘Indian tribe’ has the meaning given the term” in paragraph (1) probably should
not appear in law. See the amendment made by section 1140(1)(B) of division A of Public Law
118-272.
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Federal agencies, the Secretary may carry out water-related
planning activities, or activities relating to the study, design,
and construction of water resources development projects,
that—

(A) will substantially benefit Indian tribes, inter-tribal
consortiums, or Tribal organizations; and

(B) are located primarily within Indian country (as de-
fined in section 1151 of title 18, United States Code, and
including lands that are within the jurisdictional area of
an Oklahoma Indian tribe, as determined by the Secretary
of the Interior, and are recognized by the Secretary of the
Interior as eligible for trust land status under part 151 of
title 25, Code of Federal Regulations) or in proximity to
Alaska Native villages.

(2) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—An activity conducted under
paragraph (1) may address—

(A) projects for flood or hurricane and storm damage
reduction, including erosion control and stormwater man-
agement (including management of stormwater that flows
at a rate of less than 800 cubic feet per second for the 10-
percent flood), environmental restoration and protection,
and preservation of cultural and natural resources;

(B) watershed assessments and planning activities;

(C) technical assistance to an Indian Tribe, an inter-
tribal consortium, or a Tribal organization, including—

(i) assistance for planning to ameliorate flood haz-
ards, to avoid repetitive flood impacts, to anticipate,
prepare, and adapt to changing hydrological and cli-
matic conditions and extreme weather events, and to
withstand, respond to, and recover rapidly from dis-
ruption due to flood hazards; and

(i1) the provision of, and integration into planning
of, hydrologic, economic, and environmental data and
analyses;

(D) projects that improve emergency response capabili-
ties and provide increased access to infrastructure that
may be utilized in the event of a severe weather event or
other natural disaster; and

(E) such other projects as the Secretary, in cooperation
with Indian Tribes, inter-tribal consortiums, Tribal organi-
zations, and the heads of other Federal agencies, deter-
mines to be appropriate.

(3) FEASIBILITY STUDY AND REPORTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—On the request of an Indian tribe,
an inter-tribal consortium, or a Tribal organization, the
Secretary shall conduct a study on, and provide to the In-
dian tribe, inter-tribal consortium, or Tribal organization a
report describing, the feasibility of a water resources devel-
opment project described in paragraph (1).

(B) RECOMMENDATION.—A report under subparagraph
(A) may, but shall not be required to, contain a rec-
ommendation on a specific water resources development
project.

As Amended Through P.L. 118-272, Enacted January 4, 2025
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(C) INITIAL coSTS.—The first $200,000 of the costs of
a study under this section shall be at Federal expense.

(4) DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may carry out the de-
sign and construction of a water resources development
project, or separable element of a project, described in
paragraph (1) that the Secretary determines is feasible if
the Federal share of the cost of the project or separable
element is not more than $28,500,000.

(B) SpEcIFIC AUTHORIZATION.—If the Federal share of
the cost of the project or separable element described in
subparagraph (A) is more than $28,500,000, the Secretary
may only carry out the project or separable element if Con-
gress enacts a law authorizing the Secretary to carry out
the project or separable element.

(5) PROJECT JUSTIFICATION.—Notwithstanding any require-
ment for economic justification established under section 209 of
the Flood Control Act of 1970 (42 U.S.C. 1962-2), the Secretary
may implement a project (other than a project for ecosystem
restoration) under this section if the Secretary determines that
the project will—

(A) significantly reduce potential flood or hurricane
and storm damage hazards (which may be limited to haz-
ards that may be addressed by measures for erosion miti-
gation or bank stabilization);

(B) improve the quality of the environment;

(C) reduce risks to life safety associated with the haz-
ards described in subparagraph (A); and

(D) improve the long-term viability of the community.

(c) CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION WITH SECRETARY OF THE
INTERIOR.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In recognition of the unique role of the
Secretary of the Interior concerning trust responsibilities with
Indian tribes and in recognition of mutual trust responsibil-
ities, the Secretary shall consult with the Secretary of the Inte-
rior concerning an activity conducted under subsection (b).

(2) INTEGRATION OF ACTIVITIES.—The Secretary shall—

(A) integrate civil works activities of the Department
of the Army with activities of the Department of the Inte-
rior to avoid conflicts, duplications of effort, or unantici-
pated adverse effects on Indian tribes; and

(B) consider the authorities and programs of the De-
partment of the Interior and other Federal agencies in any
recommendations concerning an activity conducted under
subsection (b).

(d) CoST SHARING.—

(1) ABILITY TO PAY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Any cost-sharing agreement for an
activity conducted under subsection (b) shall be subject to
the ability of the non-Federal interest to pay.

(B) USE OF PROCEDURES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The ability of a non-Federal in-
terest to pay shall be determined by the Secretary in
February 3, 2025 As Amended Through P.L. 118-272, Enacted January 4, 2025
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accordance with procedures established by the Sec-

retary.

(ii)) DETERMINATION.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this clause, the Sec-
retary shall issue guidance on the procedures de-
scribed in clause (i).

(2) CREDIT.—The Secretary may credit toward the non-
Federal share of the costs of an activity conducted under sub-
section (b) the cost of services, studies, supplies, or other in-
kind contributions provided by the non-Federal interest.

(3) SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY.—The Secretary shall not require
an Indian tribe to waive the sovereign immunity of the Indian
tribe as a condition to entering into a cost-sharing agreement
under this subsection.

(4) WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The non-Federal share of costs for
the study of a water resources development project de-
scribed in subsection (b)(1) shall be 50 percent.

(B) OTHER COSTS.—The non-Federal share of costs of
design and construction of a project described in subpara-
graph (A) shall be assigned to the appropriate project pur-
poses described in sections 101 and 103 of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2211, 2213)
and shared in the same percentages as the purposes to
which the costs are assigned.

(5) WATER-RELATED PLANNING ACTIVITIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The non-Federal share of costs of a
watershed and river basin assessment conducted under
subsection (b) shall be 25 percent.

(B) OTHER c0STS.—The Federal share of costs of other
water-related planning activities described in subsection
(b)(1) shall be 100 percent.

(6) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Federal share of the cost
of activities described in subsection (b)(2)(C) shall be 100 per-
cent.

(7) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall annually submit
to the Committee on Environment and Public Works of the
Senate and the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives written notifica-
tion of determinations made by the Secretary of the ability
of non-Federal interests to pay under this subsection.

(B) CONTENTS.—In preparing the written notification
under subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall include, for
each determination made by the Secretary—

(i) the name of the non-Federal interest that sub-
mitted to the Secretary a request for a determination
under paragraph (1)(B);

(i1) the name and location of the project; and

(iii) the determination made by the Secretary and
the reasons for the determination, including the ad-
justed share of the costs of the project of the non-Fed-
eral interest, if applicable.

(e) P1ILOT PROGRAM.—
As Amended Through P.L. 118-272, Enacted January 4, 2025
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall establish a pilot pro-
gram to carry out water-related planning activities or activities
relating to the study, design, and construction of water re-
sources development projects that otherwise meet the require-
ments of this section.

(2) PROJECT SELECTION.—The Secretary shall carry out not
more than 7 activities or projects under the pilot program de-
scribed in paragraph (1), of which—

(A) one 1s located along the Mid-Columbia River,
Washington, Tancum Creek, Washington, or Similk Bay,
Washington,;

(B) one is located at Big Bend, Lake Oahe, Fort Ran-
dall, or Gavins Point reservoirs, South Dakota; and

(C) notwithstanding the limitations described in sub-
section (b)(1)(B), 5 are in proximity to a river system or
other aquatic habitat within the State of Washington with
respect to which an Indian Tribe, an inter-tribal consor-
tium, or a Tribal organization has Tribal treaty rights.

(3) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 3 years after the
date of enactment of this section, and annually thereafter, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate a
report that describes activities or projects carried out under
the pilot program.

(4) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this subsection author-
izes—

(A) a project for the removal of a dam that otherwise
is a project described in paragraph (2);

(B) the study of the removal of a dam; or

(C) the study of any Federal dam, including the study
of power, flood control, or navigation replacement, or the
implementation of any functional alteration to that dam,
that is located along a body of water described in para-
graph (2).

* * & * * * &

SEC. 208. [33 U.S.C. 2338] REBURIAL AND CONVEYANCE AUTHORITY.
(a) DEFINITION OF INDIAN TRIBE.—In this section, the term “In-
dian tribe” has the meaning given the term in section 4 of the In-
dian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C.
450D).
(b) REBURIAL.—

(1) REBURIAL AREAS.—In consultation with affected Indian
tribes, the Secretary may identify and set aside areas at civil
works projects of the Department of the Army that may be
used to rebury Native American remains that—

(A) have been discovered on project land; and

(B) have been rightfully claimed by a lineal descend-
ant or Indian tribe in accordance with applicable Federal
law.

(2) REBURIAL.—In consultation with and with the consent
of the lineal descendant or the affected Indian tribe, the Sec-
retary may recover and rebury, at Federal expense, the re-

As Amended Through P.L. 118-272, Enacted January 4, 2025
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ngains at the areas identified and set aside under subsection
(b)(1).
(c) CONVEYANCE AUTHORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Secretary may convey
to an Indian tribe for use as a cemetery an area at a civil
works project that is identified and set aside by the Secretary
under subsection (b)(1).

(2) RETENTION OF NECESSARY PROPERTY INTERESTS.—In
carrying out paragraph (1), the Secretary shall retain any nec-
essary right-of-way, easement, or other property interest that
the Secretary determines to be necessary to carry out the au-
thorized purposes of the project.

* * & & * * &

SEC. 211. [31 U.S.C. 6505 note]l PERFORMANCE OF SPECIALIZED OR
TECHNICAL SERVICES.

(a) DEFINITION OF STATE.—In this section, the term “State” has
the meaning given the term in section 6501 of title 31, United
States Code.

(b) AUTHORITY.—The Corps of Engineers may provide special-
ized or technical services to a Federal agency (other than an agency
of the Department of Defense) or a State or local government under
section 6505 of title 31, United States Code, only if the chief execu-
tive of the requesting entity submits to the Secretary—

(1) a written request describing the scope of the services
to be performed and agreeing to reimburse the Corps for all
costs associated with the performance of the services; and

(2) a certification that includes adequate facts to establish
that the services requested are not reasonably and quickly
available through ordinary business channels.

(c) COrRPS AGREEMENT TO PERFORM SERVICES.—The Secretary,
after receiving a request described in subsection (b) to provide spe-
cialized or technical services, shall, before entering into an agree-
ment to perform the services—

(1) ensure that the requirements of subsection (b) are met
with regard to the request for services; and

(2) execute a certification that includes adequate facts to
establish that the Corps is uniquely equipped to perform such
services.

(d) ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the last day of each cal-
endar year, the Secretary shall provide to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Environment and Public Works of
the Senate a report identifying any request submitted by a
Federal agency (other than an agency of the Department of De-
fense) or a State or local government to the Corps to provide
specialized or technical services.

(2) CONTENTS OF REPORT.—The report shall include, with
respect to each request described in paragraph (1)—

(A) a description of the scope of services requested;
(B) the certifications required under subsection (b) and

(0);

February 3, 2025 As Amended Through P.L. 118-272, Enacted January 4, 2025
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(C) the status of the request;

(D) the estimated and final cost of the services;

(E) the status of reimbursement;

(F) a description of the scope of services performed;

and
(G) copies of all certifications in support of the request.
(e) ENGINEERING RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CENTER.—The

Engineering Research and Development Center is exempt from the
requirements of this section.

* * & * * * &

SEC. 213. [33 U.S.C. 2339] ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS.

(a) CONSERVATION AND RECREATION MANAGEMENT.—To further
training and educational opportunities about water resources devel-
opment projects under the jurisdiction of the Secretary, the Sec-
retary may enter into cooperative agreements with non-Federal
public and nonprofit entities for services relating to natural re-
sources conservation or recreation management.

(b) RURAL COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE.—In carrying out studies
and projects under the jurisdiction of the Secretary, the Secretary
may enter into cooperative agreements with multistate regional
private nonprofit rural community assistance entities for services,
including water resource assessment, community participation,
planning, development, and management activities.

(¢) YOUTH SERVICE AND CONSERVATION CORPS ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—The Secretary, to the maximum extent practicable, shall
enter into cooperative agreements with qualified youth service and
conservation corps organizations for services relating to projects
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary and shall do so in a manner
that ensures the maximum participation and opportunities for such
organizations.

(d) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—A cooperative agreement en-
tered into under this section shall not be considered to be, or treat-
ed as being, a cooperative agreement to which chapter 63 of title
31, United States Code, applies.

SEC. 214. FUNDING TO PROCESS PERMITS.
(a) FUNDING TO PROCESS PERMITS.—
(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:
(A) NATURAL GAS COMPANY.—The term “natural gas
company” has the meaning given the term in section 1262
of the Public Utility Holding Company Act of 2005 (42
U.S.C. 16451), except that the term also includes a person
engaged in the transportation of natural gas in intrastate
commerce.
(B) PUBLIC-UTILITY COMPANY.—The term “public-util-
ity company” has the meaning given the term in section
1262 of the Public Utility Holding Company Act of 2005
(42 U.S.C. 16451).
(C) RAILROAD CARRIER.—The term “railroad carrier”
has the meaning given the term in section 20102 of title
49, United States Code.
(D) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term “Indian Tribe” means—
February 3, 2025 As Amended Through P.L. 118-272, Enacted January 4, 2025
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(1) an Indian Tribe, as such term is defined in sec-
tion 4 of the Indian Self-Determination and Education
Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304); and

(ii) any entity formed under the authority of one
or more Indian Tribes, as so defined.

(2) PERMIT PROCESSING.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, after public notice,
may accept and expend funds contributed by a non-Federal
public entity or a public-utility company, Indian Tribe,
natural gas company, or railroad carrier to expedite the
evaluation of a permit of that entity, company, or carrier
related to a project or activity for a public purpose under
the jurisdiction of the Department of the Army, including
an aquatic ecosystem restoration project.

(B) MITIGATION BANK INSTRUMENT PROCESSING.—An
activity carried out by the Secretary to expedite evaluation
of a permit described in subparagraph (A) may include the
evaluation of an instrument for a mitigation bank if—

(1) the non-Federal public entity, public-utility
company, Indian Tribe, natural gas company, or rail-
road carrier applying for the permit described in that
subparagraph is the sponsor of the mitigation bank;
and

(i1) expediting evaluation of the instrument is nec-
essary to expedite evaluation of the permit described
in that subparagraph.

(3) EFFECT ON OTHER ENTITIES.—To the maximum extent
practicable, the Secretary shall ensure that expediting the
evaluation of a permit through the use of funds accepted and
expended under this section does not adversely affect the
timeline for evaluation (in the Corps district in which the
project or activity is located) of permits under the jurisdiction
of the Department of the Army of other entities that have not
contributed funds under this section.

(b) EFFECT ON PERMITTING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this section, the Sec-
retary shall ensure that the use of funds accepted under sub-
section (a) will not impact impartial decisionmaking with re-
spect to permits, either substantively or procedurally.

(2) IMPARTIAL DECISIONMAKING.—In carrying out this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall ensure that the evaluation of permits
carried out using funds accepted under this section shall—

(A) be reviewed by—

(1) the District Commander, or the Commander’s
designee, of the Corps District in which the project or
activity is located; or

(ii) the Commander of the Corps Division in which
the District is located if the evaluation of the permit
is initially conducted by the District Commander; and
(B) utilize the same procedures for decisions that

would otherwise be required for the evaluation of permits

for similar projects or activities not carried out using funds

authorized under this section.
February 3, 2025 As Amended Through P.L. 118-272, Enacted January 4, 2025
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(c) LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS.—None of the funds accepted
under this section shall be used to carry out a review of the evalua-
tion of permits required under subsection (b)(2)(A).

(d) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ensure that all final
permit decisions carried out using funds authorized under this
section are made available to the public in a common format,
including on the Internet, and in a manner that distinguishes
final permit decisions under this section from other final ac-
tions of the Secretary.

(2) DECISION DOCUMENT.—The Secretary shall—

(A) use a standard decision document for evaluating
all permits using funds accepted under this section; and

(B) make the standard decision document, along with
all final permit decisions, available to the public, including
on the Internet.

(3) AGREEMENTS.—The Secretary shall make all active
agreements to accept funds under this section available on a
single public Internet site.

(e) REPORTING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall prepare an annual
report on the implementation of this section, which, at a min-
imum, shall include for each district of the Corps of Engineers
that accepts funds under this section—

(A) a comprehensive list of any funds accepted under
this section during the previous fiscal year;

(B) a comprehensive list of the permits reviewed and
approved using funds accepted under this section during
the previous fiscal year, including a description of the size
and type of resources impacted and the mitigation re-
quired for each permit; and

(C) a description of the training offered in the previous
fiscal year for employees that is funded in whole or in part
with funds accepted under this section.

(2) SuBMISSION.—Not later than 90 days after the end of
each fiscal year, the Secretary shall—

(A) submit to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives the annual report described in paragraph (1); and

(B) make each report received under subparagraph (A)
available on a single publicly accessible Internet site.

* * * * * * *

SEC. 215. [33 U.S.C. 2326¢c] RESERVOIR SEDIMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the date of en-
actment of the Water Resources Development Act of 2018 and after
providing public notice, the Secretary shall, using available funds,
accept services provided by a non-Federal interest or commercial
entity for removal of sediment captured behind a dam owned or op-
erated by the United States and under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary for the purpose of restoring the authorized storage capacity
of the project concerned.

As Amended Through P.L. 118-272, Enacted January 4, 2025
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(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out this section, the Secretary
shall—

(1) review the services of the non-Federal interest or com-
mercial entity to ensure that the services are consistent with
the authorized purposes of the project concerned;

(2) ensure that the non-Federal interest or commercial en-
tity will indemnify the United States for, or has entered into
an agreement approved by the Secretary to address, any ad-
verse impact to the dam as a result of such services; and

(3) require the non-Federal interest or commercial entity,
prior to initiating the services and upon completion of the serv-
ices, to conduct sediment surveys to determine the pre- and
post-services sediment profile and sediment quality.

(c) LIMITATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may not accept services
under subsection (a) if the Secretary, after consultation with
the Chief of Engineers, determines that accepting the services
is not advantageous to the United States.

(2) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—If the Secretary makes a deter-
mination under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall provide to
the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the Senate written notice describing the
reasoning for the determination.

(d) DISPOSITION OF REMOVED SEDIMENT.—In exchange for pro-
viding services under subsection (a), a non-Federal interest or com-
mercial entity is authorized to retain, use, recycle, sell, or other-
wise dispose of any sediment removed in connection with the serv-
ices and the Corps of Engineers may not seek any compensation for
the value of the sediment.

(e) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—Prior to accepting services
provided by a non-Federal interest or commercial entity under this
section, the Secretary shall provide to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate writ-
ten notice of the acceptance of the services.

(f) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 3 years after the
date of enactment of the Water Resources Development Act of
2018, the Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a report
describing the results of the program under this section.

TITLE III—PROJECT-RELATED
PROVISIONS

* * & * * * &

SEC. 315. ATCHAFALAYA BASIN, LOUISIANA.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the report of the Chief of
Engineers, dated February 28, 1983, for the project for flood con-
trol, Atchafalaya Basin Floodway System, Louisiana, authorized by
section 601(a) of the Water Resources Development Act of 1986
February 3, 2025 As Amended Through P.L. 118-272, Enacted January 4, 2025
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(100 Stat. 4142), which report refers to recreational development in
the Lower Atchafalaya Basin Floodway, the Secretary—

(1) shall initiate, in collaboration with the State of Lou-
isiana, construction of the visitors center, authorized as part of
the project, at or near Lake End Park in Morgan City, Lou-
isiana; and

(2) shall construct other recreational features, authorized
as part of the project, within, and in the vicinity of, the Lower
Atchafalaya Basin protection levees and shall consider Eagle
Point Park, Jeanerette, Louisiana, and the town of Melville,
Louisiana, as site alternatives for such recreation features.

(b) AUTHORITIES.—The Secretary shall carry out subsection (a)
in accordance with—

oY)

* * & * * * &

SEC. 343. [33 U.S.C. 4260-1] GREAT LAKES DREDGING LEVELS ADJUST-
MENT.

(a) DEFINITION OF GREAT LAKE.—In this section, the term
“Great Lake” means Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron
(including Lake St. Clair), Lake Erie, and Lake Ontario (including
the St. Lawrence River to the 45th parallel of latitude).

(b) DREDGING LEVELS.—In operating and maintaining Federal
channels and harbors of, and the connecting channels between, the
Great Lakes, the Secretary shall conduct such dredging as is nec-
essary to ensure minimal operation depths consistent with the
original authorized depths of the channels and harbors when water
levels in the Great Lakes are, or are forecast to be, below the Inter-
national Great Lakes Datum of 1985.

* * & * * * &

SEC. 348. LAND CONVEYANCES
(a) THOMPSON, CONNECTICUT.—

(1) IN GENERAL. The Secretary shall convey by quitclaim
deed without consideration to the town of Thompson, Con-
necticut, all right, title, and interest of the United States in
and to the approximately 1.36-acre parcel of land described in
paragraph (2) for public ownership and use by the town for
firefighting and related emergency services purposes.

(2) LAND DESCRIPTION.—The parcel of land referred to in
paragraph (1) is located in the town of Thompson, county of
Windham, State of Connecticut, on the northerly side of West
Thompson Road owned by the United States and shown as
Parcel A on a plan by Provost, Rovero, Fitzback entitled “Prop-
erty Survey Prepared for West Thompson Independent Fire-
men Association #1” dated August 24, 1998, bounded and de-
scribed as follows:

Beginning at a bound labeled WT-276 on the northerly
side line of West Thompson Road, so called, at the most
south corner of the Parcel herein described and at land
now or formerly of West Thompson Independent Firemen
Association No. 1;

Thence in a generally westerly direction by said north-
erly side line of West Thompson Road, by a curve to the

February 3, 2025 As Amended Through P.L. 118-272, Enacted January 4, 2025
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left, having a radius of 640.00 feet a distance of 169.30 feet

to a point;

Thence North 13 degrees, 08 minutes, 37 seconds East
by the side line of said West Thompson Road a distance of
10.00 feet to a point;

Thence in a generally westerly direction by the north-
erly side line of said West Thompson Road, by a curve to
the left having a radius of 650.00 feet a distance of 109.88
feet to a bound labeled WT-123, at land now or formerly
of the United States of America;

Thence North 44 degrees, 43 minutes, 07 seconds East
by said land now or formerly of the United States of Amer-
ica a distance of 185.00 feet to a point;

Thence North 67 degrees, 34 minutes, 13 seconds East
by said land now or formerly of the United States of Amer-
ica a distance of 200.19 feet to a point in a stonewall,

Thence South 20 degrees, 49 minutes, 17 seconds East
by a stonewall and by said land now or formerly of the
United States of America a distance of 253.10 feet to a
point at land now or formerly of West Thompson Inde-
pendent Firemen Association No. 1;

Thence North 57 degrees, 45 minutes, 25 seconds
West by land now or formerly of said West Thompson
Independent Firemen Association No. 1 a distance of 89.04
feet to a bound labeled WT-277;

Thence South 32 degrees, 14 minutes, 35 seconds West
by land now or formerly of said West Thompson Inde-
pendent Firemen Association No. 1 a distance of 123.06
feet to the point of beginning.

(3) REVERSION.—If the Secretary determines that the par-
cel described in paragraph (2) ceases to be held in public own-
ership or used for firefighting and related emergency services,
all right, title, and interest in and to the parcel shall revert to
the United States, at the option of the United States.

(b) WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall convey to the Lucy
Webb Hayes National Training School for Deaconesses and
Missionaries Conducting Sibley Memorial Hospital (in this sub-
section referred to as the “Hospital”) by quitclaim deed under
the terms of a negotiated sale, all right, title, and interest of
the United States in and to the 8.864-acre parcel of land de-
scribed in paragraph (2) for medical care and parking pur-
poses. The consideration paid under such negotiated sale shall
reflect the value of the parcel, taking into consideration the
terms and conditions of the conveyance imposed under this
subsection.

(2) LAND DESCRIPTION.—The parcel of land referred to in
paragraph (1) is the parcel described as follows: Beginning at
a point on the westerly right-of-way line of Dalecarlia Park-
way, said point also being on the southerly division line of part
of Square N1448, A&T Lot 801 as recorded in A&T 2387 and
part of the property of the United States Government, thence
with said southerly division line now described:
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(A) North 35° 05" 40” West—436.31 feet to a point,
thence

(B) South 89° 59" 30” West—550 feet to a point, thence

(C) South 53° 48 00” West—361.08 feet to a point,
thence

(D) South 89° 59’ 30” West—466.76 feet to a point at
the southwesterly corner of the aforesaid A&T Lot 801,
said point also being on the easterly right-of-way line of
MacArthur Boulevard, thence with a portion of the west-
erly division line of said A&T Lot 801 and the easterly
right-of-way line of MacArthur Boulevard, as now de-
scribed

(E) 78.62 feet along the arc of a curve to the right hav-
ing a radius of 650.98 feet, chord bearing and distance of
North 06° 17" 20” West—78.57 feet to a point, thence
crossing to include a portion of aforesaid A&T Lot 801 and
a portion of the aforesaid Dalecarlia Reservoir Grounds, as
now described

(F) North 87° 18" 21” East—258.85 feet to a point,
thence

(G) North 02° 49’ 16” West—214.18 feet to a point,
thence

(H) South 87° 09’ 00” West—238.95 feet to a point on
the aforesaid easterly right-of-way line of MacArthur Bou-
levard, thence with said easterly right-of-way line, as now
described

(I) North 08° 41’ 30” East—30.62 feet to a point,
thence crossing to include a portion of aforesaid A&T Lot
801 and a portion of the aforesaid Dalecarlia Reservoir
Grounds, as now described

(J) North 87° 09’ 00” East—373.96 feet to a point,
thence

(K) North 88° 42" 48” East—374.92 feet to a point,
thence

(L) North 56° 53" 40” East—53.16 feet to a point,
thence

(M) North 86° 00" 15” East—26.17 feet to a point,
thence

(N) South 87° 24" 50” East—464.01 feet to a point,
thence

(O) North 83° 34" 31”7 East—212.62 feet to a point,
thence

(P) South 30° 16" 12” East—108.97 feet to a point,
thence

(Q) South 38° 30" 23” East—287.46 feet to a point,
thence

(R) South 09° 03" 38” West—92.74 feet to the point on
the aforesaid westerly right-of-way line of Dalecarlia Park-
way, thence with said westerly right-of-way line, as now
described

(S) 197.74 feet along the arc of a curve to the right
having a radius of 916.00 feet, chord bearing and distance
of South 53° 54’ 43” West—197.35 feet to the place of be-
ginning.

As Amended Through P.L. 118-272, Enacted January 4, 2025



G:\COMP\WATERI\WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2000.XML

Sec. 348 Water Resources Development Act of 2000 14

(3) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The conveyance under this
subsection shall be subject to the following terms and condi-
tions:

(A) LIMITATION ON THE USE OF CERTAIN PORTIONS OF
THE PARCEL.—The Secretary shall include in any deed con-
veying the parcel under this section a restriction to pre-
vent the Hospital, and its successors and assigns, from
constructing any structure, other than a structure used ex-
clusively for the parking of motor vehicles, on the portion
of the parcel that lies between the Washington Aqueduct
and Little Falls Road.

(B) LIMITATION ON CERTAIN LEGAL CHALLENGES.—The
Secretary shall require the Hospital, and its successors
and assigns, to refrain from raising any legal challenge to
the operations of the Washington Aqueduct arising from
any impact such operations may have on the activities con-
ducted by the Hospital on the parcel.

(C) EASEMENT.—The Secretary shall require that the
conveyance be subject to the retention of an easement per-
mitting the United States, and its successors and assigns,
to use and maintain the portion of the parcel described as
follows: Beginning at a point on the easterly or South 35°
05" 40” East—436.31 foot plat line of Lot 25 as shown on
a subdivision plat recorded in book 175 page 102 among
the records of the Office of the Surveyor of the District of
Columbia, said point also being on the northerly right-of-
way line of Dalecarlia Parkway, thence running with said
easterly line of Lot 25 and crossing to include a portion of
the aforesaid Dalecarlia Reservoir Grounds as now de-

scribed:
(1) North 35° 05" 40” West—495.13 feet to a point,
thence
(i1) North 87° 24’ 50” West—414.43 feet to a point,
thence
(iii) South 81° 08’ 00” West—69.56 feet to a point,
thence

(iv) South 88° 42" 48” West—367.50 feet to a
point, thence

(v) South 87° 09" 00” West—379.68 feet to a point
on the easterly right-of-way line of MacArthur Boule-
vard, thence with said easterly right-of-way line, as
now described

(vi) North 08° 41’ 30” East—30.62 feet to a point,
thence crossing to include a portion of the aforesaid
Dalecarlia Reservoir Grounds, as now described

(vii) North 87° 09" 00” East—373.96 feet to a
point, thence

(viii) North 88° 42’ 48” East—374.92 feet to a
point, thence

(ix) North 56° 53’ 40” East—53.16 feet to a point,
thence

(x) North 86° 00" 15” East—26.17 feet to a point,
thence
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(xi) South 87° 24’ 50” East—464.01 feet to a point,
thence

(xii) North 83° 34" 31” East—50.62 feet to a point,
thence

(xiii) South 02° 35" 10” West—46.46 feet to a
point, thence

(xiv) South 13° 38" 12”7 East—107.83 feet to a
point, thence

(xv) South 35° 05" 40” East—347.97 feet to a point
on the aforesaid northerly right-of-way line of
Dalecarlia Parkway, thence with said right-of-way
line, as now described

(xvi) 44.12 feet along the arc of a curve to the
right having a radius of 855.00 feet, chord bearing and
distance of South 58° 59" 22” West—44.11 feet to the
place of beginning containing 1.7157 acres of land
more or less as now described by Maddox Engineers
and Surveyors, Inc., June 2000, Job #00015.

(4) ApprAISAL.—Before conveying any right, title, or inter-
est under this subsection, the Secretary shall obtain an ap-
praisal of the fair market value of the parcel.

(¢) JOLIET, ILLINOIS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the provisions of this sub-
section, the Secretary shall convey by quitclaim deed without
consideration to the Joliet Park District in Joliet, Illinois, all
right, title, and interest of the United States in and to the par-
cel of real property located at 622 Railroad Street in the city
of Joliet, consisting of approximately 2 acres, together with any
improvements thereon, for public ownership and use as the site
of the headquarters of the park district.

(2) SURVEY TO OBTAIN LEGAL DESCRIPTION.—The exact
acreage and the legal description of the real property described
in paragraph (1) shall be determined by a survey that is satis-
factory to the Secretary.

(3) REVERSION.—If the Secretary determines that the prop-
erty conveyed under paragraph (1) ceases to be held in public
ownership or to be used as headquarters of the park district
or for related purposes, all right, title, and interest in and to
the property shall revert to the United States, at the option of
the United States.

(d) OTTAWA, ILLINOIS.—

(1) CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY.—Subject to the terms, con-
ditions, and reservations of paragraph (2), the Secretary shall
convey by quitclaim deed to the Young Men’s Christian Asso-
ciation of Ottawa, Illinois (in this subsection referred to as the
“YMCA”), all right, title, and interest of the United States in
and to a portion of the easements acquired for the improve-
ment of the Illinois Waterway project over a parcel of real
property owned by the YMCA, known as the “Ottawa, Illinois,
YMCA Site”, and located at 201 E. Jackson Street, Ottawa, La
Salle County, Illinois (portion of NEV4, S11, T33N, R3E 3PM),
except that portion lying below the elevation of 461 feet Na-
tional Geodetic Vertical Datum.
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(2) ConDITIONS.—The following conditions apply to the
conveyance under paragraph (1):

(A) The exact acreage and the legal description of the
real property described in paragraph (1) shall be deter-
mined by a survey that is satisfactory to the Secretary.

(B) The YMCA shall agree to hold and save the United
States harmless from liability associated with the oper-
ation and maintenance of the Illinois Waterway project on
the property described in paragraph (1).

(C) If the Secretary determines that any portion of the
property that is the subject of the easement conveyed
under paragraph (1) ceases to be used for the purposes for
which the YMCA was established, all right, title, and in-
terest in and to such easement shall revert to the United
States, at the option of the United States.

(e) BAYOU TECHE, LOUISIANA.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—After renovations of the Keystone Lock
facility have been completed, the Secretary may convey by
quitclaim deed without consideration to St. Martin Parish,
Louisiana, all rights, title, and interests of the United States
in the approximately 12.03 acres of land under the administra-
tive jurisdiction of the Secretary in Bayou Teche, Louisiana, to-
gether with improvements thereon. The dam and the authority
to retain upstream pool elevations shall remain under the ju-
risdiction of the Secretary. The Secretary shall relinquish all
operations and maintenance of the lock to St. Martin Parish.

(2) ConDITIONS.—The following conditions apply to the
transfer under paragraph (1):

(A) St. Martin Parish shall operate, maintain, repair,
replace, and rehabilitate the lock in accordance with regu-
lations prescribed by the Secretary that are consistent
with the project’s authorized purposes.

(B) The Parish shall provide the Secretary access to
the dam whenever the Secretary notifies the Parish of a
need for access to the dam.

(C) If the Parish fails to comply with subparagraph
(A), the Secretary shall notify the Parish of such failure.
If the Parish does not correct such failure during the 1-
year period beginning on the date of such notification, the
Secretary shall have a right of reverter to reclaim posses-
sion and title to the land and improvements conveyed
under this section or, in the case of a failure to make nec-
essary repairs, the Secretary may effect the repairs and re-
quire payment from the Parish for the repairs made by the
Secretary.

(f) ONTONAGON, MICHIGAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL. The Secretary may convey to the
Ontonagon County Historical Society, at Federal expense—

(A) the lighthouse at Ontonagon, Michigan; and

(B) the land underlying and adjacent to the lighthouse
(including any improvements on the land) that is under
the jurisdiction of the Secretary.

(2) MaP.—The Secretary shall—
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(A) determine the extent of the land conveyance under
this subsection;

(B) determine the exact acreage and legal description
of the land to be conveyed under this subsection; and

(C) prepare a map that clearly identifies any land to
be conveyed.

(3) ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE.—To the extent required
under any applicable law, the Secretary shall be responsible
for any necessary environmental response required as a result
of the prior Federal use or ownership of the land and improve-
ments conveyed under this subsection.

(4) RESPONSIBILITIES AFTER CONVEYANCE.—After the con-
veyance of land under this subsection, the Ontonagon County
Historical Society shall be responsible for any additional oper-
ation, maintenance, repair, rehabilitation, or replacement costs
associated with the lighthouse or the conveyed land and im-
provements.

(5) APPLICABILITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW.—Nothing in
this section affects the potential liability of any person under
any applicable environmental law.

(6) REVERSION.—If the Secretary determines that the prop-
erty conveyed under paragraph (1) ceases to be owned by the
Ontonagon County Historical Society or to be used for public
purposes, all right, title, and interest in and to such property
%hall revert to the United States, at the option of the United

tates.
(g) PIKE COUNTY, MISSOURI.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (3) and (4), at
such time as S.S.S., Inc. conveys all right, title, and interest
in and to the parcel of land described in paragraph (2)(A) to
the United States, the Secretary shall convey all right, title,
and interest of the United States in and to the parcel of land
described in paragraph (2)(B) to S.S.S., Inc.

(2) LAND DESCRIPTION.—The parcels of land referred to in
paragraph (1) are the following:

(A) NON-FEDERAL LAND.—8.99 acres with existing
flowage easements, located in Pike County, Missouri, adja-
cent to land being acquired from Holnam, Inc. by the
Corps of Engineers.

(B) FEDERAL LAND.—8.99 acres located in Pike County,
Missouri, known as “Government Tract Numbers FM-46
and FM-47”, administered by the Corps of Engineers.

(3) CoNDITIONS.—The land exchange under paragraph (1)
shall be subject to the following conditions:

(A) DEEDS.—

(i) NON-FEDERAL LAND.—The conveyance of the
parcel of land described in paragraph (2)(A) to the Sec-
retary shall be by a warranty deed acceptable to the
Secretary.

(ii) FEDERAL LAND.—The instrument of convey-
ance used to convey the parcel of land described in
paragraph (2)(B) to S.S.S., Inc., shall contain such res-
ervations, terms, and conditions as the Secretary con-
siders necessary to allow the United States to operate
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and maintain the Mississippi River 9-Foot Navigation

Project.

(B) REMOVAL OF IMPROVEMENTS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—S.S.S., Inc. may remove, and the

Secretary may require S.S.S., Inc. to remove, any im-

provements on the parcel of land described in para-

graph (2)(A).

(i1)) No LIABILITY.—If S.S.S., Inc., voluntarily or

under direction from the Secretary, removes an im-

provement on the parcel of land described in para-

graph (2)(A)—

(I) S.S.S., Inc., shall have no claim against the
United States for liability; and

(IT) the United States shall not incur or be lia-
ble for any cost associated with the removal or re-
location of the improvement.

(C) TIME LIMIT FOR LAND EXCHANGE.—Not later than
2 years after the date of enactment of this Act, the land
exchange under paragraph (1) shall be completed.

(D) LEGAL DESCRIPTION.—The Secretary shall provide
legal descriptions of the parcels of land described in para-
graph (2), which shall be used in the instruments of con-
veyance of the parcels.

(4) VALUE OF PROPERTIES.—If the appraised fair market
value, as determined by the Secretary, of the parcel of land
conveyed to S.S.S., Inc., by the Secretary under paragraph (1)
exceeds the appraised fair market value, as determined by the
Secretary, of the parcel of land conveyed to the United States
by S.S.S., Inc., under paragraph (1), S.S.S., Inc., shall pay to
the United States, in cash or a cash equivalent, an amount
equal to the difference between the 2 values.

(h) ST. CLAIR AND BENTON COUNTIES, MISSOURI.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall convey to the
Iconium Fire Protection District, St. Clair and Benton counties,
Missouri, by quitclaim deed and without consideration, all
right, title, and interest of the United States in and to the par-
cel of land described in paragraph (2).

(2) LAND DESCRIPTION.—The parcel of land to be conveyed
under paragraph (1) is the tract of land located in the South-
east Va4 of Section 13, Township 39 North, Range 25 West, of
the Fifth Principal Meridian, St. Clair County, Missouri, more
particularly described as follows: Commencing at the South-
west corner of Section 18, as designated by Corps survey mark-
er AP 18-1, thence northerly 11.22 feet to the southeast corner
of Section 13, thence 657.22 feet north along the east line of
Section 13 to Corps monument 18 1-C lying within the right-
of-way of State Highway C, being the point of beginning of the
tract of land herein described; thence westerly approximately
210 feet, thence northerly 150 feet, thence easterly approxi-
mately 210 feet to the east line of Section 13, thence southerly
along said east line, 150 feet to the point of beginning, con-
taining 0.723 acres, more or less.

(3) REVERSION.—If the Secretary determines that the prop-
erty conveyed under paragraph (1) ceases to be held in public
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ownership or to be used as a site for a fire station, all right,

title, and interest in and to the property shall revert to the

United States, at the option of the United States.

(1) CANDY LAKE PROJECT, OSAGE COUNTY, OKLAHOMA.—Section
563(c)(1)(B) of the Water Resources Development Act of 1999 (113
Stat. 357) is amended by striking “a deceased individual” and in-
serting “an individual”.

() MANOR TOWNSHIP, PENNSYLVANIA.—

(1) IN GENERAL. In accordance with this subsection, the
Secretary shall convey by quitclaim deed to the township of
Manor, Pennsylvania, all right, title, and interest of the United
States in and to the approximately 113 acres of real property
located at Crooked Creek Lake, together with any improve-
ments on the land.

(2) SURVEY TO OBTAIN LEGAL DESCRIPTION.—The exact
acreage and the legal description of the real property described
in paragraph (1) shall be determined by a survey that is satis-
factory to the Secretary.

(3) CONSIDERATION.—The Secretary may convey under this
subsection without consideration any portion of the real prop-
erty described in paragraph (1) if the portion is to be retained
in public ownership and be used for public park and recreation
or other public purposes.

(4) REVERSION.—If the Secretary determines that any por-
tion of the property conveyed under paragraph (3) ceases to be
held in public ownership or to be used for public park and
recreation or other public purposes, all right, title, and interest
in and to such portion of property shall revert to the United
States, at the option of the United States.

(k) RicHARD B. RUSSELL DAM AND LAKE, SOUTH CAROLINA.—
Section 563(i) of the Water Resources Development Act of 1999
(113 Stat. 360-361) is amended to read as follows:

“(1) RICHARD B. RUSSELL DAM AND LAKE, SOUTH CAROLINA.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall convey to the State
of South Carolina all right, title, and interest of the United
States in and to the parcels of land described in paragraph
(2)(A) that are being managed, as of August 17, 1999, by the
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources for fish and
wildlife mitigation purposes for the Richard B. Russell Dam
and Lake, South Carolina, project authorized by section 203 of
the Flood Control Act of 1966 (80 Stat. 1420).

“(2) LAND DESCRIPTION.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The parcels of land to be conveyed
are described in Exhibits A, F, and H of Army Lease No.
DACW21-1-93-0910 and associated supplemental agree-
ments.

“(B) SURVEY.—The exact acreage and legal description
of the land shall be determined by a survey satisfactory to
tShe Secretary, with the cost of the survey borne by the

tate.

“(3) CosTs OF CONVEYANCE.—The State shall be respon-
sible for all costs, including real estate transaction and envi-
ronmental compliance costs, associated with the conveyance.

“(4) PERPETUAL STATUS.—
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“(A) IN GENERAL.—AIl land conveyed under this sub-
section shall be retained in public ownership and shall be
managed in perpetuity for fish and wildlife mitigation pur-
poses in accordance with a plan approved by the Secretary.

“(B) REVERSION.—If any parcel of land is not managed
for fish and wildlife mitigation purposes in accordance
with the plan, title to the parcel shall revert to the United
States, at the option of the United States.

“(5) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The Secretary
may require such additional terms and conditions in connec-
tion with the conveyance under this subsection as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate to protect the interests of the
United States.

“(6) FISH AND WILDLIFE MITIGATION AGREEMENT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL. The Secretary shall pay the State of
South Carolina $4,850,000, subject to the Secretary and
the State entering into a contract for the State to manage
for fish and wildlife mitigation purposes in perpetuity the
parcels of land conveyed under this subsection.

“(B) FAILURE OF PERFORMANCE.—The agreement shall
specify the terms and conditions under which payment will
be made and the rights of, and remedies available to, the
Federal Government to recover all or a portion of the pay-
ment if the State fails to manage any parcel in a manner
satisfactory to the Secretary.”.

(1) TrRI-CITIES AREA, WASHINGTON.—Section 501(i) of the Water
Resources Development Act of 1996 (110 Stat. 3752-3753) is
amended—

(1) by inserting before the period at the end of paragraph
(1) the following: “; except that any of such local governments,
with the agreement of the appropriate district engineer, may
exempt from the conveyance to the local government all or any
part of the property to be conveyed to the local government”;
and

(2) by inserting before the period at the end of paragraph
(2)(C) the following: “; except that approximately 7.4 acres in
Columbia Park, Kennewick, Washington, consisting of the his-
toric site located in the Park and known and referred to as the
“Kennewick Man Site” and such adjacent wooded areas as the
Secretary determines are necessary to protect the historic site,
shall remain in Federal ownership”.

(m) GENERALLY APPLICABLE PROVISIONS.—

(1) APPLICABILITY OF PROPERTY SCREENING PROVISIONS.—
Section 2696 of title 10, United States Code, shall not apply to
any conveyance under this section.

(2) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The Secretary
may require that any conveyance under this section be subject
to such additional terms and conditions as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate and necessary to protect the interests of the
United States.

(3) COSTS OF CONVEYANCE.—An entity to which a convey-
ance is made under this section shall be responsible for all rea-
sonable and necessary costs, including real estate transaction
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and environmental compliance costs, associated with the con-
veyance.

(4) L1ABILITY.—An entity to which a conveyance is made
under this section shall hold the United States harmless from
any liability with respect to activities carried out, on or after
the date of the conveyance, on the real property conveyed. The
United States shall remain responsible for any liability with
respect to activities carried out, before such date, on the real
property conveyed.

TITLE V—-MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

* * & * * * &

SEC. 506. GREAT LAKES FISHERY AND ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION.
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) the Great Lakes comprise a nationally and internation-
ally significant fishery and ecosystem,;

(2) the Great Lakes fishery and ecosystem should be devel-
oped and enhanced in a coordinated manner; and

(3) the Great Lakes fishery and ecosystem provides a di-
versity of opportunities, experiences, and beneficial uses.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following definitions
apply:

(1) GREAT LAKE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term “Great Lake” means Lake
Superior, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron (including Lake St.
Clair), Lake Erie, and Lake Ontario (including the St.
Lawrence River to the 45th parallel of latitude).

(B) INcLUSIONS.—The term “Great Lake” includes any
connecting channel, historically connected tributary, and
basin of a lake specified in subparagraph (A).

(2) GREAT LAKES COMMISSION.—The term “Great Lakes
Commission” means the Great Lakes Commission established
by the Great Lakes Basin Compact (82 Stat. 414).

(3) GREAT LAKES FISHERY COMMISSION.—The term “Great
Lakes Fishery Commission” has the meaning given the term
“Commission” in section 2 of the Great Lakes Fishery Act of
1956 (16 U.S.C. 931).

(4) GREAT LAKES STATE.—The term “Great Lakes State”
means each of the States of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, and Wisconsin.

(c) GREAT LAKES FISHERY AND ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION.—

(1) SUPPORT PLAN.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after Decem-
ber 11, 2000, the Secretary shall develop a plan for activi-
ties of the Corps of Engineers that support the manage-
ment of Great Lakes fisheries.

(B) USE OF EXISTING DOCUMENTS.—To the maximum
extent practicable, the plan shall make use of and incor-
porate documents that relate to the Great Lakes and are
in existence on December 11, 2000, such as lakewide man-
agement plans and remedial action plans.
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(C) COOPERATION.—The Secretary shall develop the
plan in cooperation with—

(i) the signatories to the Joint Strategic Plan for

Management of the Great Lakes Fisheries; and

(i1) other affected interests.

(2) RECONNAISSANCE STUDIES.—Before planning, designing,
or constructing a project under paragraph (3), the Secretary
shall carry out a reconnaissance study—

(A) to identify methods of restoring the fishery, eco-
system, and beneficial uses of the Great Lakes; and

(B) to determine whether planning of a project under
paragraph (3) should proceed.

(3) PROJECTS.—The Secretary shall plan, design, and con-
struct projects to support the restoration of the fishery, eco-
system, and beneficial uses of the Great Lakes.

(4) EVALUATION PROGRAM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall develop a pro-
gram to evaluate the success of the projects carried out
under paragraph (3) in meeting fishery and ecosystem res-
toration goals.

(B) StuDpIES.—Evaluations under subparagraph (A)
shall be conducted in consultation with the Great Lakes
Fishery Commission and appropriate Federal, State, and
local agencies.

(5) RECREATION FEATURES.—A project carried out pursuant
to this subsection may include compatible recreation features
as determined by the Secretary, except that the Federal costs
of such features may not exceed 10 percent of the Federal eco-
system restoration costs of the project.

(d) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—In carrying out this section,
the Secretary may enter into a cooperative agreement with the
Great Lakes Commission or any other agency established to facili-
tate active State participation in management of the Great Lakes.

(e) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER GREAT LAKES ACTIVITIES.—No ac-
tivity under this section shall affect the date of completion of any
other activity relating to the Great Lakes that is authorized under
other law.

(f) COST SHARING.—

(1) DEVELOPMENT OF PLAN.—The Federal share of the cost
of development of the plan under subsection (c)(1) of this sec-
tion shall be 65 percent.

(2) PROJECT PLANNING, DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, AND EVAL-
UATION.—Except for reconnaissance studies, the Federal share
of the cost of planning, design, construction, and evaluation of
a project under paragraph (3) or (4) of subsection (c) of this sec-
tion shall be 65 percent.

(3) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—

(A) CREDIT FOR LAND, EASEMENTS, AND RIGHTS-OF-
WAY.—The Secretary shall credit the non-Federal interest
for the value of any land, easement, right-of-way, dredged
material disposal area, or relocation provided for carrying
out a project under subsection (c)(3).

(B) FORM.—The non-Federal interest may provide up
to 100 percent of the non-Federal share required under
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paragraphs (1) and (2) in the form of services, materials,

supplies, or other in-kind contributions.

(4) OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE.—The operation, mainte-
nance, repair, rehabilitation, and replacement of projects car-
f)ielzd out under this section shall be a non-Federal responsi-

ility.

(5) NON-FEDERAL INTERESTS.—In accordance with section
221 of the Flood Control Act of 1970 (42 U.S.C. 1962d-5b), for
any project carried out under this section, a non-Federal inter-
est may include a private interest and a nonprofit entity.

* k & & * k &

SEC. 509. CALFED BAY-DELTA PROGRAM ASSISTANCE, CALIFORNIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary—

(1) may participate with the appropriate Federal and State
agencies in the planning and management activities associated
with the CALFED Bay-Delta Program referred to in the Cali-
fornia Bay-Delta Environmental Enhancement and Water Se-
curity Act (division E of Public Law 104-208; 110 Stat. 3009—
748); and

(2) shall integrate, to the maximum extent practicable and
in accordance with applicable law, the activities of the Corps
of Engineers in the San Joaquin and Sacramento River basins
with the long-term goals of the CALFED Bay-Delta Program.
(b) COOPERATIVE ACTIVITIES.—In participating in the CALFED

Bay-Delta Program under subsection (a), the Secretary may—

(1) accept and expend funds from other Federal agencies
and from non-Federal public, private, and nonprofit entities to
carry out ecosystem restoration projects and activities associ-
ated with the CALFED Bay-Delta Program; and

(2) in carrying out the projects and activities, enter into
contracts, cooperative research and development agreements,
and cooperative agreements with Federal and non-Federal pri-
vate, public, and nonprofit entities.

(c) AREA COVERED BY PROGRAM.—For the purposes of this sec-
tion, the area covered by the CALFED Bay-Delta Program shall be
the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary and
its watershed (known as the “Bay-Delta Estuary”), as identified in
the Framework Agreement Between the Governor’s Water Policy
Council of the State of California and the Federal Ecosystem Direc-
torate.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is authorized
to be appropriated to carry out this section $5,000,000 for fiscal
years 2002 through 2005.

* * & & * * &

SEC. 512. C(F)‘lgﬁfl\{flkACOSTA CANAL, OAKLEY AND KNIGHTSEN, CALI-

The Secretary shall carry out a project for flood damage reduc-
tion under section 205 of the Flood Control Act of 1948 (33 U.S.C.
701s) at the Contra Costa Canal, Oakley and Knightsen, Cali-
fornia, if the Secretary determines that the project is technically
sound, environmentally acceptable, and economically justified. All
planning, study, design, and construction on the project shall be

February 3, 2025 As Amended Through P.L. 118-272, Enacted January 4, 2025



G:\COMP\WATERI\WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2000.XML

Sec. 514 Water Resources Development Act of 2000 24
carried out by the office of the district engineer, San Francisco,
California.

* * * * * * *

SEC. 514. MALLARD SLOUGH, PITTSBURG, CALIFORNIA.

The Secretary shall carry out under section 205 of the Flood
Control Act of 1948 (33 U.S.C. 701s) a project for flood damage re-
duction in Mallard Slough, Pittsburg, California, if the Secretary
determines that the project is technically sound, environmentally
acceptable, and economically justified. All planning, study, design,
and construction on the project shall be carried out by the office of
the district engineer, San Francisco, California.

* * *k & * * *k

SEC. 519. ILLINOIS RIVER BASIN RESTORATION.
(a)
* * * * * * *
(¢) CRITICAL RESTORATION PROJECTS.—
(1)
(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is author-

ized to be appropriated to carry out projects under this sub-
section $100,000,000 for fiscal years 2001 through 2029.

% k *k %k % k *k
(g) COST SHARING.—
(1)
* * * * * * *

(3) IN-KIND SERVICES.—The Secretary may credit the value
of in-kind services provided by the non-Federal interest for a
project or activity carried out under this section toward not
more than 80 percent of the non-Federal share of the cost of
the project or activity if such services are provided not more
than 5 years before the date of initiation of the project or activ-
ity. In-kind services shall include all State funds expended on
programs and projects that accomplish the goals of this section,
as determined by the Secretary. The programs and projects
may include the Illinois River Conservation Reserve Program,
the Illinois Conservation 2000 Program, the Open Lands Trust
Fund, and other appropriate programs carried out in the Illi-
nois River basin.

* * * * * * *

(h) MoNITORING.—The Secretary shall develop an Illinois River
basin monitoring program to support the plan developed under sub-
section (b). Data collected under the monitoring program shall in-
corporate data provided by the State of Illinois and shall be pub-
licly accessible through electronic means, including on the Internet.

* * & * * * &

SEC. 529. LAS VEGAS, NEVADA.
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following definitions
apply:
(1) COMMITTEE.—The term “Committee” means the Las
Vegas Wash Coordinating Committee.
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(2) PLAN..—The term “Plan” means the Las Vegas Wash
comprehensive adaptive management plan, developed by the
Committee and dated January 20, 2000.

(3) PROJECT.—The term “Project” means the Las Vegas
Wash wetlands restoration and Lake Mead improvement
project and includes the programs, features, components,
projects, and activities identified in the Plan.

(b) PARTICIPATION IN PROJECT.—

(1) IN GENERAL..—The Secretary, in conjunction with the
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, the
Secretary of Agriculture, and the Secretary of the Interior and
in partnership with the Committee, shall participate in the im-
plementation of the Project at Las Vegas Wash and Lake Mead
in accordance with the Plan.

(2) COST SHARING REQUIREMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The non-Federal interests shall pay
35 percent of the cost of any project carried out under this
section.

(B) OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE.—The non-Federal
interests shall be responsible for all costs associated with
operating, maintaining, replacing, repairing, and rehabili-
tating all projects carried out under this section.

(C) FEDERAL LANDS.—Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of this subsection, the Federal share of the cost of
a project carried out under this section on Federal lands
shall be 100 percent, including the costs of operation and
maintenance.

(3) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is author-
ized to be appropriated $60,000,000 to carry out this section.

* * & * * * &

SEC. 536. LOWER COLUMBIA RIVER AND TILLAMOOK BAY ECOSYSTEM
RESTORATION, OREGON AND WASHINGTON.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall conduct studies and eco-
system restoration projects for the lower Columbia River and
Tillamook Bay estuaries, Oregon and Washington.

(b) USE OF MANAGEMENT PLANS.—

(1) LOWER COLUMBIA RIVER ESTUARY.—

(A) IN GENERAL. In carrying out ecosystem restoration
projects under this section, the Secretary shall use as a
guide the Lower Columbia River estuary program’s com-
prehensive conservation and management plan developed
under section 320 of the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act (33 U.S.C. 1330).

(B) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall carry out eco-
system restoration projects under this section for the lower
Columbia River estuary in consultation with the Governors
of the States of Oregon and Washington and the heads of
appropriate Indian tribes, the Environmental Protection
Agency, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, the
National Marine Fisheries Service, and the Forest Service.
(2) TILLAMOOK BAY ESTUARY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out ecosystem restora-
tion projects under this section, the Secretary shall use as
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a guide the Tillamook Bay national estuary project’s com-
prehensive conservation and management plan developed
under section 320 of the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act (33 U.S.C. 1330).

(B) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall carry out eco-
system restoration projects under this section for the
Tillamook Bay estuary in consultation with the Governor
of the State of Oregon and the heads of appropriate Indian
tribes, the Environmental Protection Agency, the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service, the National Marine
Fisheries Service, and the Forest Service.

(c) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out ecosystem restoration
projects under this section, the Secretary shall undertake ac-
tivities necessary to protect, monitor, and restore fish and wild-
life habitat.

(2) LIMITATIONS.—The Secretary may not carry out any ac-
tivity under this section that adversely affects—

(A) the water-related needs of the lower Columbia
River estuary or the Tillamook Bay estuary, including
navigation, recreation, and water supply needs; or

(B) private property rights.

(d) PRIORITY.—In determining the priority of projects to be car-
ried out under this section, the Secretary shall consult with the Im-
plementation Committee of the Lower Columbia River Estuary Pro-
gram and the Performance Partnership Council of the Tillamook
Bay National Estuary Project, and shall consider the recommenda-
tions of such entities.

(e) COST-SHARING REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) STUDIES.—Studies conducted under this section shall
be subject to cost sharing in accordance with section 105 of the
Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2215).

(2) ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PROJECTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Non-Federal interests shall pay 35
percent of the cost of any ecosystem restoration project
carried out under this section.

(B) ITEMS PROVIDED BY NON-FEDERAL INTERESTS.—
Non-Federal interests shall provide all land, easements,
rights-of-way, dredged material disposal areas, and reloca-
tions necessary for ecosystem restoration projects to be
carried out under this section. The value of such land,
easements, rights-of-way, dredged material disposal areas,
and relocations shall be credited toward the payment re-
quired under this paragraph.

(C) IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS.—Not more than 50 per-
cent of the non-Federal share required under this sub-
section may be satisfied by the provision of in-kind serv-
ices.

(3) OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE.—Non-Federal interests
shall be responsible for all costs associated with operating,
maintaining, replacing, repairing, and rehabilitating all
projects carried out under this section.

(4) FEDERAL LANDS.—Notwithstanding any other provision
of this subsection, the Federal share of the cost of a project car-
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ried out under this section on Federal lands shall be 100 per-

cent, including costs of operation and maintenance.

1(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following definitions
apply:

(1) LOWER COLUMBIA RIVER ESTUARY.—The term “lower Co-
lumbia River estuary” means those river reaches having navi-
gation channels on the mainstem of the Columbia River in Or-
egon and Washington west of Bonneville Dam, and the tribu-
taries of such reaches to the extent such tributaries are tidally
influenced.

(2) TILLAMOOK BAY ESTUARY.—The term “Tillamook Bay
estuary” means those waters of Tillamook Bay in Oregon and
its tributaries that are tidally influenced.

(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is authorized
to be appropriated to carry out this section $75,000,000.

* * *k & * * *k

SEC. 542. LAKE CHAMPLAIN WATERSHED, VERMONT AND NEW YORK.
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following definitions
apply:

(1) CRITICAL RESTORATION PROJECT.—The term “critical
restoration project” means a project that will produce, con-
sistent with Federal programs, projects, and activities, imme-
diate and substantial ecosystem restoration, preservation, and
protection benefits.

(2) LAKE CHAMPLAIN WATERSHED.—The term “Lake Cham-
plain watershed” means—

(A) the land areas within Addison, Bennington, Cal-
edonia, Chittenden, Franklin, Grand Isle, Lamoille, Or-
ange, Orleans, Rutland, and Washington Counties in the
State of Vermont; and

(B)i) the land areas that drain into Lake Champlain
and that are located within Essex, Clinton, Franklin, War-
rela, and Washington Counties in the State of New York;
an

(i) the near-shore areas of Lake Champlain within the
counties referred to in clause (i).

(b) CrITICAL RESTORATION PROJECTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may participate in critical
restoration projects in the Lake Champlain watershed.

(2) TYPES OF PROJECTS.—A critical restoration project shall
be eligible for assistance under this section if the critical res-
toration project consists of—

) implementation of an intergovernmental agree-
ment for coordinating regulatory and management respon-
sibilities with respect to the Lake Champlain watershed;

(B) acceleration of whole farm planning to implement
best management practices to maintain or enhance water
quality and to promote agricultural land use in the Lake
Champlain watershed,;

(C) acceleration of whole community clean water infra-
structure planning, design, and construction to promote
intergovernmental cooperation in the regulation and man-
agement of activities consistent with the goal of maintain-
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ing or enhancing water quality in the Lake Champlain wa-

tershed;

(D) natural resource stewardship activities on public
or private land to promote land uses that—

(i) preserve and enhance the economic and social
character of the communities in the Lake Champlain
watershed; and

(ii) protect and enhance water quality;

(E) river corridor assessment, protection, management,
and restoration for the purposes of ecosystem restoration;

(F) geographic mapping conducted by the Secretary
using existing technical capacity to produce a high-resolu-
tion, multispectral satellite imagery-based land use and
cover data set;

(G) measures to restore, protect, and preserve an eco-
system affected by a dam (including by the rehabilitation
or modification of a dam)—

(i) that has been constructed, in whole or in part,
by the Corps of Engineers for flood control purposes;

(ii) for which construction was completed before
1940;

(iii) that is classified as “high hazard potential” by
the State dam safety agency of the State in which the
dam is located; and

(iv) that is operated by a non-Federal entity; or
(H) any other activity determined by the Secretary to

be appropriate.

(¢) PuBLIC OWNERSHIP REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary may pro-
vide assistance for a critical restoration project under this section
only if—

(1) the critical restoration project is publicly owned; or

(2) the non-Federal interest with respect to the critical res-
toration project demonstrates that the critical restoration
project will provide a substantial public benefit in the form of
water quality improvement.

(d) PROJECT SELECTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In consultation with the Lake Champlain
Basin Program and the heads of other appropriate Federal,
State, tribal, and local agencies, the Secretary may—

(A) identify critical restoration projects in the Lake
Champlain watershed; and

(B) carry out the critical restoration projects after en-
tering into an agreement with an appropriate non-Federal
interest in accordance with section 221 of the Flood Con-
trol Act of 1970 (42 U.S.C. 1962d-5b) and this section.

(2) CERTIFICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A critical restoration project shall be
eligible for financial assistance under this section only if
the appropriate State official for the critical restoration
project certifies to the Secretary that the critical restora-
tion project will contribute to the protection and enhance-
ment of the quality or quantity of the water resources of
the Lake Champlain watershed.
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(B) SPECIAL CONSIDERATION.—In certifying critical res-
toration projects to the Secretary, the appropriate State of-
ficials shall give special consideration to projects that im-
plement plans, agreements, and measures that preserve
and enhance the economic and social character of the com-
munities in the Lake Champlain watershed.

(e) COST SHARING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Before providing assistance under this
section with respect to a critical restoration project, the Sec-
retary shall enter into a project cooperation agreement that
shall require the non-Federal interest—

(A) to pay 35 percent of the total costs of the project,
or in the case of a critical restoration project benefitting an
economically disadvantaged community (as defined as de-
fined by the Secretary under section 160 of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2020 (33 U.S.C. 2201 note)),
10 percent of the total costs of the project;

(B) to provide any land, easements, rights-of-way,
dredged material disposal areas, and relocations necessary
to carry out the project;

(C) to pay 100 percent of the operation, maintenance,
repair, replacement, and rehabilitation costs associated
with the project; and

(D) to hold the United States harmless from any claim
or damage that may arise from carrying out the project,
except any claim or damage that may arise from the neg-
ligence of the Federal Government or a contractor of the
Federal Government.

(2) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—

(A) CREDIT FOR DESIGN WORK.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The non-Federal interest shall
receive credit for the reasonable costs of design work
carried out by the non-Federal interest before the date
of execution of a project cooperation agreement for the
critical restoration project, if the Secretary finds that
the design work is integral to the project.

(i1) APPROVAL OF DISTRICT ENGINEER.—Approval of
credit for design work of less than $100,000 shall be
determined by the appropriate district engineer.

(B) CREDIT FOR LAND, EASEMENTS, AND RIGHTS-OF-
wAY.—The Secretary shall credit the non-Federal interest
for the value of any land, easement, right-of-way, dredged
material disposal area, or relocation provided for carrying
out the project.

(C) ForM.—The non-Federal interest may provide the
non-Federal share in the form of services, materials, sup-
plies, or other in-kind contributions.

(f) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS.—Noth-
ing in this section waives, limits, or otherwise affects the applica-
bility of Federal or State law with respect to a project carried out
with assistance provided under this section.
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(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is authorized
to be appropriated to carry out this section $100,000,000, to remain
available until expended.

* * & * * * &

SEC. 544. PUGET SOUND AND ADJACENT WATERS RESTORATION,
WASHINGTON.

(a) DEFINITION OF CRITICAL RESTORATION PROJECT.—In this
section, the term “critical restoration project” means a project that
will produce, consistent with Federal programs, projects, and ac-
tivities, immediate and substantial ecosystem restoration, preserva-
tion, and protection benefits.

(b) CrITICAL RESTORATION PROJECTS.—The Secretary may par-
ticipate in critical restoration projects in the area of Puget Sound,
Washington, and adjacent waters, including—

(1) the watersheds that drain directly into Puget Sound,;

(2) Admiralty Inlet;

(3) Hood Canal;

(4) Rosario Strait; and

(5) the Strait of Juan de Fuca to Cape Flattery.

(c) PROJECT SELECTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may identify critical res-
toration projects in the area described in subsection (b) based
on—

(A) studies to determine the feasibility of carrying out
the critical restoration projects; and

(B) analyses conducted before the date of enactment of
this Act by non-Federal interests.

(2) CRITERIA AND PROCEDURES FOR REVIEW AND AP-
PROVAL.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In consultation with the Secretary of
Commerce, the Secretary of the Interior, the Governor of
the State of Washington, tribal governments, and the
heads of other appropriate Federal, State, and local agen-
cies, the Secretary may develop criteria and procedures for
prioritizing projects identified under paragraph (1).

(B) CONSISTENCY WITH FISH RESTORATION GOALS.—The
criteria and procedures developed under subparagraph (A)
shall be consistent with fish restoration goals of the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service and the State of Wash-
ington.

(C) USE OF EXISTING STUDIES AND PLANS.—In carrying
out subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall use, to the max-
imum extent practicable, studies and plans in existence on
the date of enactment of this Act to identify project needs
and priorities.

(3) LOCAL PARTICIPATION.—In prioritizing projects for im-
plementation under this section, the Secretary shall consult
with, and consider the priorities of, public and private entities
that are active in watershed planning and ecosystem restora-
tion in Puget Sound watersheds, including—

(A) the Salmon Recovery Funding Board,;

(B) the Northwest Straits Commission;

(C) the Hood Canal Coordinating Council;
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(D) county watershed planning councils; and

(E) salmon enhancement groups.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary may carry out projects
identified under subsection (c) after entering into an agreement
with an appropriate non-Federal interest in accordance with sec-
tion 221 of the Flood Control Act of 1970 (42 U.S.C. 1962d-5b) and
this section.

(e) COST SHARING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Before carrying out any project under
this section, the Secretary shall enter into a binding agreement
with the non-Federal interest that shall require the non-Fed-
eral interest—

(A) to pay 35 percent of the total costs of the project;

(B) to provide any land, easements, rights-of-way,
dredged material disposal areas and relocations necessary
to carry out the project;

(C) to pay 100 percent of the operation, maintenance,
repair, replacement, and rehabilitation costs associated
with the project; and

(D) to hold the United States harmless from any claim
or damage that may arise from carrying out the project,
except any claim or damage that may arise from the neg-
ligence of the Federal Government or a contractor of the
Federal Government.

(2) CREDIT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall credit the non-
Federal interest for the value of any land, easement, right-
of-way, dredged material disposal area, or relocation pro-
vided for carrying out the project.

(B) FORM.—The non-Federal interest may provide up
to 50 percent of the non-Federal share in the form of serv-
ices, materials, supplies, or other in-kind contributions.

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is authorized to
be appropriated to carry out this section $60,000,000, of which not
more than $10,000,000 may be used to carry out any 1 critical res-
toration project.

SEC. 545. WILLAPA BAY, WASHINGTON.

(a) STUDY.—The Secretary shall conduct a study to determine
the feasibility of providing coastal erosion protection and ecosystem
restoration for the tribal reservation of the Shoalwater Bay Tribe
on Willapa Bay, Washington.

(b) PROJECT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provision of
law (including any requirement for economic justification), the
Secretary shall construct and maintain a project to provide
coastal erosion protection and ecosystem restoration for the
tribal reservation of the Shoalwater Bay Tribe on Willapa Bay,
Washington, at Federal expense, if the Secretary determines
that the project—

(A) is a cost-effective means of providing erosion pro-
tection and ecosystem restoration;

% * % % % * %
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TITLE VI—COMPREHENSIVE
EVERGLADES RESTORATION

SEC. 601. COMPREHENSIVE EVERGLADES RESTORATION PLAN.
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following definitions
apply:

(1) CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN FLORIDA PROJECT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term “Central and Southern
Florida Project” means the project for Central and South-
ern Florida authorized under the heading“CENTRAL AND
SOUTHERN FLORIDA” in section 203 of the Flood Control Act
of 1948 (62 Stat. 1176).

(B) INcLUSION.—The term “Central and Southern
Florida Project” includes any modification to the project
authorized by this section or any other provision of law.

(2) GOVERNOR.—The term “Governor” means the Governor
of the State of Florida.

(3) NATURAL SYSTEM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term “natural system” means
all land and water managed by the Federal Government or
the State within the South Florida ecosystem.

(B) INcLusiONS.—The term “natural system” in-
cludes—

(1) water conservation areas;

(i1) sovereign submerged land;

(iii) Everglades National Park;

(iv) Biscayne National Park;

(v) Big Cypress National Preserve;

(vi) other Federal or State (including a political
subdivision of a State) land that is designated and
managed for conservation purposes; and

(vii) any tribal land that is designated and man-
aged for conservation purposes, as approved by the
tribe.

(4) PLAN.—The term “Plan” means the Comprehensive Ev-
erglades Restoration Plan contained in the “Final Integrated
Feasibility Report and Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement”, dated April 1, 1999, as modified by this section.

(5) SOUTH FLORIDA ECOSYSTEM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term “South Florida ecosystem”
means the area consisting of the land and water within
the boundary of the South Florida Water Management
District in effect on July 1, 1999.

(B) INcLUsIONS.—The term “South Florida ecosystem”
includes—

(i) the Everglades;

(ii) the Florida Keys; and

(iii)) the contiguous near-shore coastal water of
South Florida.

(6) STATE.—The term “State” means the State of Florida.
(b) COMPREHENSIVE EVERGLADES RESTORATION PLAN.—

(1) APPROVAL.—
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(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as modified by this section,
the Plan is approved as a framework for modifications and
operational changes to the Central and Southern Florida
Project that are needed to restore, preserve, and protect
the South Florida ecosystem while providing for other
water-related needs of the region, including water supply
and flood protection. The Plan shall be implemented to en-
sure the protection of water quality in, the reduction of the
loss of fresh water from, and the improvement of the envi-
ronment of the South Florida ecosystem and to achieve
and maintain the benefits to the natural system and
human environment described in the Plan, and required
pursuant to this section, for as long as the project is au-
thorized.

(B) INTEGRATION.—In carrying out the Plan, the Sec-
retary shall integrate the activities described in subpara-
graph (A) with ongoing Federal and State projects and ac-
tivities in accordance with section 528(c) of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 1996 (110 Stat. 3769). Unless
specifically provided herein, nothing in this section shall
be construed to modify any existing cost share or responsi-
bility for projects as listed in subsection (c¢) or (e) of section
528 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1996 (110
Stat. 3769).

(2) SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—

(1) PRoJECTS.—The Secretary shall carry out the
projects included in the Plan in accordance with sub-
paragraphs (B), (C), (D), and (E). The project for aqui-
fer storage and recovery, Hillsboro and Okeechobee
Aquifer, Florida, authorized by section 101(a)(16) of
the Water Resources Development Act of 1999 (113
Stat. 276), shall be treated for purposes of this section
as being in the Plan, except that operation and main-
tenance costs of the project shall remain a non-Federal
responsibility.

(i1)) CONSIDERATIONS.—In carrying out activities
described in the Plan, the Secretary shall—

(I) take into account the protection of water
quality by considering applicable State water
quality standards; and

(II) include such features as the Secretary de-
termines are necessary to ensure that all ground
water and surface water discharges from any
project feature authorized by this subsection will
meet all applicable water quality standards and
applicable water quality permitting requirements.
(i11) REVIEW AND COMMENT.—In developing the

projects authorized under subparagraph (B) and the

project for aquifer storage and recovery, Hillsboro and

Okeechobee Aquifer, the Secretary shall provide for

public review and comment in accordance with appli-

cable Federal law.
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(B) PiLoT PROJECTS.—The following pilot projects are
authorized for implementation, after review and approval
by the Secretary, at a total cost of $71,200,000, with an es-
timated Federal cost of $35,600,000 and an estimated non-
Federal cost of $35,600,000:

(1) Caloosahatchee River (C-43) Basin ASR, at a
total cost of $8,200,000, with an estimated Federal
cost of $4,100,000 and an estimated non-Federal cost
of $4,100,000.

(ii) Lake Belt In-Ground Reservoir Technology, at
a total cost of $23,000,000, with an estimated Federal
cost of $11,500,000 and an estimated non-Federal cost
of $11,500,000.

(iii) L-31N Seepage Management, at a total cost
of $10,000,000, with an estimated Federal cost of
$5,000,000 and an estimated non-Federal cost of
$5,000,000.

(iv) Wastewater Reuse Technology, at a total cost
of $30,000,000, with an estimated Federal cost of
$15,000,000 and an estimated non-Federal cost of
$15,000,000.

(C) INITIAL PROJECTS.—The following projects are au-
thorized for implementation, after review and approval by
the Secretary, subject to the conditions stated in subpara-
graph (D), at a total cost of $1,100,918,000, with an esti-
mated Federal cost of $550,459,000 and an estimated non-
Federal cost of $550,459,000:

(i) C—44 Basin Storage Reservoir, at a total cost of
$112,562,000, with an estimated Federal cost of
$56,281,000 and an estimated non-Federal cost of
$56,281,000.

(ii) Everglades Agricultural Area Storage Res-
ervoirs—Phase I, at a total cost of $233,408,000, with
an estimated Federal cost of $116,704,000 and an esti-
mated non-Federal cost of $116,704,000.

(iii) Site 1 Impoundment, at a total cost of
$38,535,000, with an estimated Federal cost of
$19,267,500 and an estimated non-Federal cost of
$19,267,500.

(iv) Water Conservation Areas 3A/3B Levee Seep-
age Management, at a total cost of $100,335,000, with
an estimated Federal cost of $50,167,500 and an esti-
mated non-Federal cost of $50,167,500.

(v) C-11 Impoundment and Stormwater Treat-
ment Area, at a total cost of $124,837,000, with an es-
timated Federal cost of $62,418,500 and an estimated
non-Federal cost of $62,418,500.

(vi) C-9 Impoundment and Stormwater Treatment
Area, at a total cost of $89,146,000, with an estimated
Federal cost of $44,573,000 and an estimated non-Fed-
eral cost of $44,573,000.

(vii) Taylor Creek/Nubbin Slough Storage and
Treatment Area, at a total cost of $104,027,000, with
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an estimated Federal cost of $52,013,500 and an esti-
mated non-Federal cost of $52,013,500.

(viii) Raise and Bridge East Portion of Tamiami
Trail and Fill Miami Canal within Water Conservation
Area 3, at a total cost of $26,946,000, with an esti-
mated Federal cost of $13,473,000 and an estimated
non-Federal cost of $13,473,000.

(ix) North New River Improvements, at a total
cost of $77,087,000, with an estimated Federal cost of
$38,543,500 and an estimated non-Federal cost of
$38,543,500.

(x) C-111 Spreader Canal, at a total cost of
$94,035,000, with an estimated Federal cost of
$47,017,500 and an estimated non-Federal cost of
$47,017,500.

(xi) Adaptive Assessment and Monitoring Pro-
gram, at a total cost of $100,000,000, with an esti-
mated Federal cost of $50,000,000 and an estimated
non-Federal cost of $50,000,000.

(D) CONDITIONS.—

(i) PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION REPORTS.—Before
implementation of a project described in any of clauses
(i) through (x) of subparagraph (C), the Secretary shall
review and approve for the project a project implemen-
tation report prepared in accordance with subsections
() and (h).

(i1) SUBMISSION OF REPORT.—The Secretary shall
submit to the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the
Senate the project implementation report required by
subsections (f) and (h) for each project under this
paragraph (including all relevant data and informa-
tion on all costs).

(iii) FUNDING CONTINGENT ON APPROVAL.—No ap-
propriation shall be made to construct any project
under this paragraph if the project implementation re-
port for the project has not been approved by resolu-
tions adopted by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Environment and Public Works
of the Senate.

(iv) MODIFIED WATER DELIVERY.—No appropriation
shall be made to construct the Water Conservation
Area 3 Decompartmentalization and Sheetflow En-
hancement Project (including component AA, Addi-
tional S-345 Structures; component QQ Phase 1,
Raise and Bridge East Portion of Tamiami Trail and
Fill Miami Canal within WCA 3; component QQ Phase
2, WCA 3 Decompartmentalization and Sheetflow En-
hancement; and component SS, North New River Im-
provements) or the Central Lakebelt Storage Project
(including components S and EEE, Central Lake Belt
Storage Area) until the completion of the project to im-
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prove water deliveries to Everglades National Park

authorized by section 104 of the Everglades National

Park Protection and Expansion Act of 1989 (16 U.S.C.

410r-8).

(E) MAXIMUM COST OF PROJECTS.—Section 902 of the
Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C.
2280) shall apply to each project feature authorized under
this subsection and section 2 (d).

(c) ADDITIONAL PROGRAM AUTHORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—To expedite implementation of the Plan,
the Secretary may implement modifications to the Central and
Southern Florida Project that—

(A) are described in the Plan; and

(B) will produce a substantial benefit to the restora-
tion, preservation and protection of the South Florida eco-
system.

(2) PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION REPORTS.—Before implemen-
tation of any project feature authorized under this subsection,
the Secretary shall review and approve for the project feature
a project implementation report prepared in accordance with
subsections (f) and (h).

(3) FUNDING.—

(A) INDIVIDUAL PROJECT FUNDING.—

(1) FEDERAL cosT.—The total Federal cost of each
project carried out under this subsection shall not ex-
ceed $12,500,000.

(i1) OVERALL CcOST.—The total cost of each project
carried out under this subsection shall not exceed
$25,000,000.

(B) AGGREGATE COST.—The total cost of all projects
carried out under this subsection shall not exceed
$206,000,000, with an estimated Federal cost of
$103,000,000 and an estimated non-Federal cost of
$103,000,000.

(C) MAXIMUM COST OF PROGRAM AUTHORITY.—Section
902 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (33
U.S.C. 2280) shall apply to the individual project funding
limits in subparagraph (A) and the aggregate cost limits in
subparagraph (B).

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF FUTURE PROJECTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except for a project authorized by sub-
section (b) or (c), any project included in the Plan shall require
a specific authorization by Congress.

(2) SUBMISSION OF REPORT.—Before seeking congressional
authorization for a project under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall submit to Congress—

(A) a description of the project; and

(B) a project implementation report for the project pre-
pared in accordance with subsections (f) and (h).

(e) COST SHARING.—

2So in law. The reference to “section” in subparagraph (E) probably should be made to “sub-
section”. See amendment made by section 6003(a) of Public Law 110-114 (121 Stat. 1269).
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(1) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of the cost of car-
rying out a project authorized by subsection (b), (¢), or (d) shall
be 50 percent.

(2) NON-FEDERAL RESPONSIBILITIES.—The non-Federal
sponsor with respect to a project described in subsection (b),
(¢), or (d), shall be—

(A) responsible for all land, easements, rights-of-way,
and relocations necessary to implement the Plan; and

(B) afforded credit toward the non-Federal share of the
cost of carrying out the project in accordance with para-
graph (5)(A).

(3) FEDERAL ASSISTANCE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The non-Federal sponsor with re-
spect to a project authorized by subsection (b), (¢), or (d)
may use Federal funds for the purchase of any land, ease-
ment, rights-of-way, or relocation that is necessary to carry
out the project if any funds so used are credited toward
the Federal share of the cost of the project.

(B) AGRICULTURE FUNDS.—Funds provided to the non-
Federal sponsor under the Conservation Restoration and
Enhancement Program (CREP) and the Wetlands Reserve
Program (WRP) for projects in the Plan shall be credited
toward the non-Federal share of the cost of the Plan if the
Secretary of Agriculture certifies that the funds provided
may be used for that purpose. Funds to be credited do not
include funds provided under section 390 of the Federal
Agriculture Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 (110
Stat. 1022).

(4) OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE.—Notwithstanding sec-
tion 528(e)(3) of the Water Resources Development Act of 1996
(110 Stat. 3770), the non-Federal sponsor shall be responsible
for 50 percent of the cost of operation, maintenance, repair, re-
placement, and rehabilitation activities authorized under this
section. Furthermore, the Seminole Tribe of Florida shall be re-
sponsible for 50 percent of the cost of operation, maintenance,
repair, replacement, and rehabilitation activities for the Big
Cypress Seminole Reservation Water Conservation Plan
Project.

(5) CREDIT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 528(e)(4) of
the Water Resources Development Act of 1996 (110 Stat.
3770) and regardless of the date of acquisition, the value
of lands or interests in lands and incidental costs for land
acquired by a non-Federal sponsor in accordance with a
project implementation report for any project included in
the Plan and authorized by Congress shall be—

(1) included in the total cost of the project; and
(ii) credited toward the non-Federal share of the
cost of the project.

(B) WORK.—The Secretary may provide credit, includ-
ing in-kind credit, toward the non-Federal share for the
reasonable cost of any work performed in connection with
a study, preconstruction engineering and design, or con-
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struction that is necessary for the implementation of the
Plan if—

@A)(I) the credit is provided for work completed
during the period of design, as defined in a design
agreement between the Secretary and the non-Federal
Sponsor;

(IT) the credit is provided for work completed dur-
ing the period of construction, as defined in a project
cooperation agreement for an authorized project be-
tween the Secretary and the non-Federal sponsor;

(ITI) the credit is provided for work carried out be-
fore the date of the partnership agreement between
the Secretary and the non-Federal sponsor, as defined
in an agreement between the Secretary and the non-
Federal sponsor providing for such credit;

(IV) the credit is provided for work carried out by
the non-Federal sponsor in the implementation of an
authorized project implementation report, and such
work was defined in an agreement between the Sec-
retary and the non-Federal sponsor prior to the execu-
tion of such work; or

(V) the credit is provided for any work carried out
by the non-Federal sponsor, as agreed to by the Dis-
trict Commander and non-Federal sponsor in a written
agreement (which may include an electronic agree-
ment) prior to such work being carried out by the non-
Federal sponsor;

(i1) the agreement prescribes the terms and condi-
tions of the credit, including in the case of credit pro-
vided under clause (i)(III) conditions relating to design
and construction; and

(iii) the Secretary determines that the work per-
formed by the non-Federal sponsor—

(I) is integral to the project; and

(IT) was carried out in accordance with the re-
quirements of subchapter 4 of chapter 31, and
chapter 37, of title 40, United States Code.

(C) TIMING.—In any case in which the Secretary ap-
proves credit under subparagraph (B), in a written agree-
ment (which may include an electronic agreement) with
the non-Federal sponsor, the Secretary shall provide such
credit for work completed under an agreement that pre-
scribes the terms and conditions for the in-kind contribu-
tions.

(D) TREATMENT OF CREDIT BETWEEN PROJECTS.—Any
credit provided under this paragraph may be carried over
between authorized projects in accordance with subpara-
graph (E).

(E) PERIODIC MONITORING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—To ensure that the contributions
of the non-Federal sponsor equal 50 percent propor-
tionate share for projects in the Plan, during each pe-
riod of 5 fiscal years, beginning on October 1, 2022,
the Secretary shall, for each project—

As Amended Through P.L. 118-272, Enacted January 4, 2025



G:\COMP\WATERI\WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2000.XML

February 3, 2025

39

Water Resources Development Act of 2000 Sec. 601

(I) monitor the non-Federal provision of cash,
in-kind services, and land; and

(IT) manage, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the requirement of the non-Federal spon-
sor to provide cash, in-kind services, and land.

(i) OTHER MONITORING.—The Secretary shall con-
duct monitoring under clause (i) separately for the
preconstruction engineering and design phase and the
construction phase for each project in the Plan.

(iii) ACCOUNTING.—Not later than 90 days after
the end of each fiscal year, the Secretary shall provide
to the non-Federal sponsor a financial accounting of
non-Federal contributions under clause (i)(I) for such
fiscal year.

(iv) LIMITATION.—In the case of an authorized
project for which a project partnership agreement has
not been executed and for which there is an agreement
under subparagraph (B)GQ)(III), the Secretary—

(I) shall consider all expenditures and obliga-
tions incurred by the non-Federal sponsor for land
and in-kind services for the project in determining
the amount of any cash contribution required from
the non-Federal sponsor to satisfy the cost-share
requirements of this subsection; and

(II) may only require any such cash contribu-
tion to be made at the end of each period of 5 fis-
cal years under clause (i).

(F) AubpiTs.—Credit for land (including land value and
incidental costs) or work provided under this subsection
shall be subject to audit by the Secretary.

(f) EVALUATION OF PROJECTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Before implementation of a project au-
thorized by subsection (c) or (d) or any of clauses (i) through
(x) of subsection (b)(2)(C), the Secretary, in cooperation with
the non-Federal sponsor, shall complete, after notice and op-
portunity for public comment and in accordance with sub-
section (h), a project implementation report for the project.

(2) PROJECT JUSTIFICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 209 of the
Flood Control Act of 1970 (42 U.S.C. 1962-2) or any other
provision of law, in carrying out any activity authorized
under this section or any other provision of law to restore,
preserve, or protect the South Florida ecosystem, the Sec-
retary may determine that—

(i) the activity is justified by the environmental
benefits derived by the South Florida ecosystem; and

(i) no further economic justification for the activ-
ity is required, if the Secretary determines that the ac-
tivity is cost-effective.

(B) ApPLICABILITY.—Subparagraph (A) shall not apply
to any separable element intended to produce benefits that
are predominantly unrelated to the restoration, preserva-
tion, and protection of the natural system.
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(g) EXcLUSIONS AND LIMITATIONS.—The following Plan compo-
nents are not approved for implementation:

(1) WATER INCLUDED IN THE PLAN.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Any project that is designed to im-
plement the capture and use of the approximately 245,000
acre-feet of water described in section 7.7.2 of the Plan
shall not be implemented until such time as—

(i) the project-specific feasibility study described in
subparagraph (B) on the need for and physical deliv-
ery of the approximately 245,000 acre-feet of water,
conducted by the Secretary, in cooperation with the
non-Federal sponsor, is completed;

(i1) the project is favorably recommended in a final
report of the Chief of Engineers; and

(iii) the project is authorized by Act of Congress.
(B) PROJECT-SPECIFIC FEASIBILITY STUDY.—The project-

specific feasibility study referred to in subparagraph (A)

shall include—

(i) a comprehensive analysis of the structural fa-
cilities proposed to deliver the approximately 245,000
acre-feet of water to the natural system,;

(i1) an assessment of the requirements to divert
and treat the water;

(iii) an assessment of delivery alternatives;

(iv) an assessment of the feasibility of delivering
the water downstream while maintaining current lev-
els of flood protection to affected property; and

(v) any other assessments that are determined by
the Secretary to be necessary to complete the study.

(2) WASTEWATER REUSE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—On completion and evaluation of the
wastewater reuse pilot project described in subsection
(b)(2)(B)(iv), the Secretary, in an appropriately timed 5-
year report, shall describe the results of the evaluation of
advanced wastewater reuse in meeting, in a cost-effective
manner, the requirements of restoration of the natural sys-
tem.

(B) SuBMISSION.—The Secretary shall submit to Con-
gress the report described in subparagraph (A) before con-
gressional authorization for advanced wastewater reuse is
sought.

(3) PROJECTS APPROVED WITH LIMITATIONS.—The following
projects in the Plan are approved for implementation with limi-
tations:

(A) LOXAHATCHEE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE.—The
Federal share for land acquisition in the project to enhance
existing wetland systems along the Loxahatchee National
Wildlife Refuge, including the Stazzulla tract, should be
funded through the budget of the Department of the Inte-
rior.

(B) SOUTHERN CORKSCREW REGIONAL ECOSYSTEM.—
The Southern Corkscrew regional ecosystem watershed ad-
dition should be accomplished outside the scope of the
Plan.
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(h) ASSURANCE OF PROJECT BENEFITS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The overarching objective of the Plan is
the restoration, preservation, and protection of the South Flor-
ida Ecosystem while providing for other water-related needs of
the region, including water supply and flood protection. The
Plan shall be implemented to ensure the protection of water
quality in, the reduction of the loss of fresh water from, the im-
provement of the environment of the South Florida Ecosystem
and to achieve and maintain the benefits to the natural system
and human environment described in the Plan, and required
pu1(risuant to this section, for as long as the project is author-
1Zed.

(2) AGREEMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In order to ensure that water gen-
erated by the Plan will be made available for the restora-
tion of the natural system, no appropriations, except for
any pilot project described in subsection (b)(2)(B), shall be
made for the construction of a project contained in the
Plan until the President and the Governor enter into a
binding agreement under which the State shall ensure, by
regulation or other appropriate means, that water made
available by each project in the Plan shall not be per-
mitted for a consumptive use or otherwise made unavail-
able by the State until such time as sufficient reservations
of water for the restoration of the natural system are made
under State law in accordance with the project implemen-
tation report for that project and consistent with the Plan.

(B) ENFORCEMENT.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Any person or entity that is ag-
grieved by a failure of the United States or any other

Federal Government instrumentality or agency, or the

Governor or any other officer of a State instrumen-

tality or agency, to comply with any provision of the

agreement entered into under subparagraph (A) may
bring a civil action in United States district court for
an injunction directing the United States or any other

Federal Government instrumentality or agency or the

Governor or any other officer of a State instrumen-

tality or agency, as the case may be, to comply with

the agreement.
(i1) LIMITATIONS ON COMMENCEMENT OF CIVIL AC-

TION.—No civil action may be commenced under clause

()—

(I) before the date that is 60 days after the
Secretary and the Governor receive written notice
of a failure to comply with the agreement; or

(IT) if the United States has commenced and
is diligently prosecuting an action in a court of the
United States or a State to redress a failure to
comply with the agreement.

(C) TRUST RESPONSIBILITIES.—In carrying out his re-
sponsibilities under this subsection with respect to the res-
toration of the South Florida ecosystem, the Secretary of
the Interior shall fulfill his obligations to the Indian tribes

February 3, 2025 As Amended Through P.L. 118-272, Enacted January 4, 2025



G:\COMP\WATERI\WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2000.XML

Sec. 601 Water Resources Development Act of 2000 42

in South Florida under the Indian trust doctrine as well as
other applicable legal obligations.
(3) PROGRAMMATIC REGULATIONS.—

(A) IssuANCE.—Not later than 2 years after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall, after notice
and opportunity for public comment, with the concurrence
of the Governor and the Secretary of the Interior, and in
consultation with the Seminole Tribe of Florida, the
Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida, the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency, the Secretary of
Commerce, and other Federal, State, and local agencies,
promulgate programmatic regulations to ensure that the
goals and purposes of the Plan are achieved.

(B) CONCURRENCY STATEMENT.—The Secretary of the
Interior and the Governor shall, not later than 180 days
from the end of the public comment period on proposed
programmatic regulations, provide the Secretary with a
written statement of concurrence or nonconcurrence. A
failure to provide a written statement of concurrence or
nonconcurrence within such time frame will be deemed as
meeting the concurrency requirements of subparagraph
(A)d). A copy of any concurrency or nonconcurrency state-
ments shall be made a part of the administrative record
and referenced in the final programmatic regulations. Any
nonconcurrency statement shall specifically detail the rea-
son or reasons for the nonconcurrence.

(C) CONTENT OF REGULATIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Programmatic regulations pro-
mulgated under this paragraph shall establish a proc-
ess—

(I) for the development of project implementa-
tion reports, project cooperation agreements, and
operating manuals that ensure that the goals and
objectives of the Plan are achieved;

(IT) to ensure that new information resulting
from changed or unforeseen circumstances, new
scientific or technical information or information
that is developed through the principles of adapt-
ive management contained in the Plan, or future
authorized changes to the Plan are integrated into
the implementation of the Plan; and

(ITT) to ensure the protection of the natural
system consistent with the goals and purposes of
the Plan, including the establishment of interim
goals to provide a means by which the restoration
success of the Plan may be evaluated throughout
the implementation process.

(i) LIMITATION ON APPLICABILITY OF PRO-
GRAMMATIC REGULATIONS.—Programmatic regulations
promulgated under this paragraph shall expressly pro-
hibit the requirement for concurrence by the Secretary
of the Interior or the Governor on project implementa-
tion reports, project cooperation agreements, operating
manuals for individual projects undertaken in the
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Plan, and any other documents relating to the devel-

opment, implementation, and management of indi-

vidual features of the Plan, unless such concurrence is
provided for in other Federal or State laws.

(D) SCHEDULE AND TRANSITION RULE.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—AIl project implementation re-
ports approved before the date of promulgation of the
%{ogrammatic regulations shall be consistent with the

an.

(ii) PREAMBLE.—The preamble of the pro-
grammatic regulations shall include a statement con-
cerning the consistency with the programmatic regula-
tions of any project implementation reports that were
approved before the date of promulgation of the regu-
lations.

(E) REVIEW OF PROGRAMMATIC REGULATIONS.—When-
ever necessary to attain Plan goals and purposes, but not
less often than every 5 years, the Secretary, in accordance
with subparagraph (A), shall review the programmatic reg-
ulations promulgated under this paragraph.

(4) PROJECT-SPECIFIC ASSURANCES.—

(A) PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION REPORTS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the non-Fed-
eral sponsor shall develop project implementation re-
ports in accordance with section 10.3.1 of the Plan.

(i1) COORDINATION.—In developing a project imple-
mentation report, the Secretary and the non-Federal
sponsor shall coordinate with appropriate Federal,
State, tribal, and local governments.

(iii)) REQUIREMENTS.—A project implementation re-
port shall—

(I) be consistent with the Plan and the pro-
grammatic regulations promulgated under para-
graph (3);

(IT) describe how each of the requirements
stated in paragraph (3)(B) is satisfied;

(III) comply with the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.);

(IV) identify the appropriate quantity, timing,
and distribution of water dedicated and managed
for the natural system,;

(V) identify the amount of water to be re-
served or allocated for the natural system nec-
essary to implement, under State law, subclauses
(IV) and (VD);

(VI) comply with applicable water quality
standards and applicable water quality permitting
requirements under subsection (b)(2)(A)(1i);

d(VII) be based on the best available science;
an

(VIII) include an analysis concerning the cost-
effectiveness and engineering feasibility of the
project.

(B) PROJECT COOPERATION AGREEMENTS.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the non-Fed-
eral sponsor shall execute project cooperation agree-
ments in accordance with section 10 of the Plan.

(i1)) CONDITION.—The Secretary shall not execute a
project cooperation agreement until any reservation or
allocation of water for the natural system identified in
the project implementation report is executed under
State law.

(C) OPERATING MANUALS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the non-Fed-
eral sponsor shall develop and issue, for each project
or group of projects, an operating manual that is con-
sistent with the water reservation or allocation for the
natural system described in the project implementa-
tion report and the project cooperation agreement for
the project or group of projects.

(i1)) MODIFICATIONS.—Any significant modification
by the Secretary and the non-Federal sponsor to an
operating manual after the operating manual is issued
shall only be carried out subject to notice and oppor-
tunity for public comment.

(5) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—

(A) NO ELIMINATION OR TRANSFER.—Until a new
source of water supply of comparable quantity and quality
as that available on the date of enactment of this Act is
available to replace the water to be lost as a result of im-
plementation of the Plan, the Secretary and the non-Fed-
eral sponsor shall not eliminate or transfer existing legal
sources of water, including those for—

(1) an agricultural or urban water supply;

(i1) allocation or entitlement to the Seminole In-
dian Tribe of Florida under section 7 of the Seminole
Indian Land Claims Settlement Act of 1987 (25 U.S.C.
1772e);

(ii1) the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida;

(iv) water supply for Everglades National Park; or

(v) water supply for fish and wildlife.

(B) MAINTENANCE OF FLOOD PROTECTION.—Implemen-
tation of the Plan shall not reduce levels of service for
flood protection that are—

(1) in existence on the date of enactment of this
Act; and

(i1) in accordance with applicable law.

(C) NO EFFECT ON TRIBAL COMPACT.—Nothing in this
section amends, alters, prevents, or otherwise abrogates
rights of the Seminole Indian Tribe of Florida under the
compact among the Seminole Tribe of Florida, the State,
and the South Florida Water Management District, defin-
ing the scope and use of water rights of the Seminole Tribe
of Florida, as codified by section 7 of the Seminole Indian
Land Claims Settlement Act of 1987 (25 U.S.C. 1772e).

(i) D1SPUTE RESOLUTION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the Governor shall
within 180 days from the date of enactment of this Act develop
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an agreement for resolving disputes between the Corps of En-
gineers and the State associated with the implementation of
the Plan. Such agreement shall establish a mechanism for the
timely and efficient resolution of disputes, including—

(A) a preference for the resolution of disputes between
the Jacksonville District of the Corps of Engineers and the
South Florida Water Management District;

(B) a mechanism for the Jacksonville District of the
Corps of Engineers or the South Florida Water Manage-
ment District to initiate the dispute resolution process for
unresolved issues;

(C) the establishment of appropriate timeframes and
intermediate steps for the elevation of disputes to the Gov-
ernor and the Secretary; and

(D) a mechanism for the final resolution of disputes,
within 180 days from the date that the dispute resolution
process is initiated under subparagraph (B).

(2) CONDITION FOR REPORT APPROVAL.—The Secretary shall
not approve a project implementation report under this section
until the agreement established under this subsection has been
executed.

(3) NO EFFECT ON LAW.—Nothing in the agreement estab-
lished under this subsection shall alter or amend any existing
Federal or State law, or the responsibility of any party to the
agreement to comply with any Federal or State law.

(j) INDEPENDENT SCIENTIFIC REVIEW.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, and the Governor, in consultation with the South Florida
Ecosystem Restoration Task Force, shall establish an inde-
pendent scientific review panel convened by a body, such as
the National Academy of Sciences, to review the Plan’s
progress toward achieving the natural system restoration goals
of the Plan.

(2) REPORT.—The panel described in paragraph (1) shall
produce a biennial report to Congress, the Secretary, the Sec-
retary of the Interior, and the Governor that includes an as-
sessment of ecological indicators and other measures of
progress in restoring the ecology of the natural system, based
on the Plan.

(k) OUTREACH AND ASSISTANCE.—

(1) SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS OWNED AND OPERATED BY
SOCIALLY AND ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED INDIVIDUALS.—In
executing the Plan, the Secretary shall ensure that small busi-
ness concerns owned and controlled by socially and economi-
cally disadvantaged individuals are provided opportunities to
participate under section 15(g) of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 644(g)).

(2) COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND EDUCATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ensure that im-
pacts on socially and economically disadvantaged individ-
uals, including individuals with limited English pro-
ficiency, and communities are considered during imple-
mentation of the Plan, and that such individuals have op-
portunities to review and comment on its implementation.
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(B) PROVISION OF OPPORTUNITIES.—The Secretary
shall ensure, to the maximum extent practicable, that pub-
lic outreach and educational opportunities are provided,
during implementation of the Plan, to the individuals of
South Florida, including individuals with limited English
proficiency, and in particular for socially and economically
disadvantaged communities.

(3) MAXIMUM EXPENDITURES.—The Secretary may expend
up to $3,000,000 per fiscal year for fiscal years beginning after
September 30, 2004, to carry out this subsection.

(1) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Beginning on October 1, 2005, and
periodically thereafter until October 1, 2036, the Secretary and the
Secretary of the Interior, in consultation with the Environmental
Protection Agency, the Department of Commerce, and the State of
Florida, shall jointly submit to Congress a report on the implemen-
tation of the Plan. Such reports shall be completed not less often
than every 5 years. Such reports shall include a description of plan-
ning, design, and construction work completed, the amount of
funds expended during the period covered by the report (including
a detailed analysis of the funds expended for adaptive assessment
under subsection (b)(2)(C)(xi)), and the work anticipated over the
next 5-year period. In addition, each report shall include—

(1) the determination of each Secretary, and the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agency, concerning the
benefits to the natural system and the human environment
achieved as of the date of the report and whether the com-
pleted projects of the Plan are being operated in a manner that
is consistent with the requirements of subsection (h);

(2) progress toward interim goals established in accordance
with subsection (h)(3)(B); and

(3) a review of the activities performed by the Secretary
under subsection (k) as they relate to socially and economically
disadvantaged individuals and individuals with limited English
proficiency.

(m) REPORT ON AQUIFER STORAGE AND RECOVERY PROJECT.—
Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall transmit to Congress a report containing a deter-
mination as to whether the ongoing Biscayne Aquifer Storage and
Recovery Program located in Miami-Dade County has a substantial
benefit to the restoration, preservation, and protection of the South
Florida ecosystem.

(n) FULL DISCLOSURE OF PROPOSED FUNDING.—

(1) FUNDING FROM ALL SOURCES.—The President, as part
of the annual budget of the United States Government, shall
display under the heading “Everglades Restoration” all pro-
posed funding for the Plan for all agency programs.

(2) FUNDING FROM CORPS OF ENGINEERS CIVIL WORKS PRO-
GRAM.—The President, as part of the annual budget of the
United States Government, shall display under the accounts
“Construction, General” and “Operation and Maintenance,
General” of the title “Department of Defense—Civil, Depart-
ment of the Army, Corps of Engineers—Civil”, the total pro-
posed funding level for each account for the Plan and the per-
centage such level represents of the overall levels in such ac-
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counts. The President shall also include an assessment of the
impact such funding levels for the Plan would have on the
budget year and long-term funding levels for the overall Corps
of Engineers civil works program.

* k & & * k &

(p) SEVERABILITY.—If any provision or remedy provided by this
section is found to be unconstitutional or unenforceable by any
court of competent jurisdiction, any remaining provisions in this
section shall remain valid and enforceable.

SEC. 602. SE1]§1S\EEOF CONGRESS CONCERNING HOMESTEAD AIR FORCE

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) the Everglades is an American treasure and includes
uniquely-important and diverse wildlife resources and rec-
reational opportunities;

(2) the preservation of the pristine and natural character
of the South Florida ecosystem is critical to the regional econ-
omy;

(3) as this legislation demonstrates, Congress believes it to
be a vital national mission to restore and preserve this eco-
system and accordingly is authorizing a significant Federal in-
vestment to do so;

(4) Congress seeks to have the remaining property at the
former Homestead Air Base conveyed and reused as expedi-
tiously as possible, and several options for base reuse are being
considered, including as a commercial airport; and

(5) Congress is aware that the Homestead site is located
in a sensitive environmental location, and that Biscayne Na-
tional Park is only approximately 1.5 miles to the east, Ever-
glades National Park approximately 8 miles to the west, and
the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary approximately 10
miles to the south.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) development at the Homestead site could potentially
cause significant air, water, and noise pollution and result in
the degradation of adjacent national parks and other protected
Federal resources;

(2) in their decisionmaking, the Federal agencies charged
with determining the reuse of the remaining property at the
Homestead base should carefully consider and weigh all avail-
able information concerning potential environmental impacts of
various reuse options;

(3) the redevelopment of the former base should be con-
sistent with restoration goals, provide desirable numbers of
jobs and economic redevelopment for the community, and be
consistent with other applicable laws;

(4) consistent with applicable laws, the Secretary of the
Air Force should proceed as quickly as practicable to issue a
final SEIS and Record of Decision so that reuse of the former
air base can proceed expeditiously;

(5) following conveyance of the remaining surplus prop-
erty, the Secretary, as part of his oversight for Everglades res-
toration, should cooperate with the entities to which the var-
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ious parcels of surplus property were conveyed so that the
planned use of those properties is implemented in such a man-
ner as to remain consistent with the goals of the Everglades
restoration plan; and

(6) not later than August 1, 2002, the Secretary should
submit a report to the appropriate committees of Congress on
actions taken and make any recommendations for consider-
ation by Congress.

* * * * * * *

TITLE VII-MISSOURI RIVER
RESTORATION, NORTH DAKOTA

SEC. 701. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the “Missouri River Protection and
Improvement Act of 2000”.

SEC. 702. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) the Missouri River is—

(A) an invaluable economic, environmental, rec-
reational, and cultural resource to the people of the United
States; and

(B) a critical source of water for drinking and irriga-
tion;

(2) millions of people fish, hunt, and camp along the Mis-
souri River each year;

(3) thousands of sites of spiritual importance to Native
Americans line the shores of the Missouri River;

(4) the Missouri River provides critical wildlife habitat for
threatened and endangered species;

(5) in 1944, Congress approved the Pick-Sloan program—

(A) to promote the general economic development of
the United States;

(B) to provide for irrigation above Sioux City, Iowa;

(C) to protect urban and rural areas from devastating
floods of the Missouri River; and

(D) for other purposes;

(6) the Garrison Dam was constructed on the Missouri
River in North Dakota and the Oahe Dam was constructed in
South Dakota under the Pick-Sloan program,;

(7) the dams referred to in paragraph (6)—

(A) generate low-cost electricity for millions of people
in the United States;

(B) provide revenue to the Treasury; and

(C) provide flood control that has prevented billions of
dollars of damage;

(8) the Garrison and Oahe Dams have reduced the ability
of the Missouri River to carry sediment downstream, resulting
in the accumulation of sediment in the reservoirs known as
Lake Sakakawea and Lake Oahe;

(9) the sediment depositions—

(A) cause shoreline flooding;
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(B) destroy wildlife habitat;

(C) limit recreational opportunities;

(D) threaten the long-term ability of dams to provide
hydropower and flood control under the Pick-Sloan pro-
gram;

(E) reduce water quality; and

(F) threaten intakes for drinking water and irrigation;
and
(10) to meet the objectives established by Congress for the

Pick-Sloan program, it is necessary to establish a Missouri
River Restoration Program—
(A) to improve conservation;
(B) to reduce the deposition of sediment; and
(C) to take other steps necessary for proper manage-
ment of the Missouri River.
(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this title are—

(1) to reduce the siltation of the Missouri River in the
State of North Dakota;

(2) to meet the objectives of the Pick-Sloan program by de-
veloping and implementing a long-term strategy—

(A) to improve conservation in the Missouri River wa-
tershed;

(B) to protect recreation on the Missouri River from
sedimentation;

(C) to improve water quality in the Missouri River;

(D) to improve erosion control along the Missouri
River; and

(E) to protect Indian and non-Indian historical and
cultural sites along the Missouri River from erosion; and
(3) to meet the objectives described in paragraphs (1) and

(2) by developing and financing new programs in accordance
with the plan prepared under section 705(e) (as in effect on the
day before the date of enactment of the Water Resources De-
velopment Act of 2020).

SEC. 703. DEFINITIONS.
In this title, the following definitions apply:

(1) P1CK-SLOAN PROGRAM.—The term “Pick-Sloan program”
means the Pick-Sloan Missouri River Basin Program author-
ized by section 9 of the Flood Control Act of December 22, 1944
(58 Stat. 891).

(2) STATE.—The term “State” means the State of North
Dakota.

(3) TRUST.—The term “Trust” means the North Dakota
Missouri River Trust established by section 704(a).

* * & * * * &

[Section 705 was repealed by section 358(a) of division AA of
Public Law 116-260.1
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TITLE IX—MISSOURI RIVER
RESTORATION, SOUTH DAKOTA

SEC. 901. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the “Missouri River Restoration Act
of 2000”.

SEC. 902. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) the Missouri River is—

(A) an invaluable economic, environmental, rec-
reational, and cultural resource to the people of the United
States; and

(B) a critical source of water for drinking and irriga-
tion;

(2) millions of people fish, hunt, and camp along the Mis-
souri River each year;

(3) thousands of sites of spiritual importance to Native
Americans line the shores of the Missouri River;

(4) the Missouri River provides critical wildlife habitat for
threatened and endangered species;

(5) in 1944, Congress approved the Pick-Sloan program—

(A) to promote the general economic development of
the United States;

(B) to provide for irrigation above Sioux City, Iowa;

(C) to protect urban and rural areas from devastating
floods of the Missouri River; and

(D) for other purposes;

(6) the Oahe, Big Bend, Fort Randall, and Gavins Point
Dams were constructed on the Missouri River in South Dakota
under the Pick-Sloan program;

(7) the dams referred to in paragraph (6)—

(A) generate low-cost electricity for millions of people
in the United States;

(B) provide revenue to the Treasury; and

(C) provide flood control that has prevented billions of
dollars of damage;

(8) the Oahe, Big Bend, Fort Randall, and Gavins Point
Dams have reduced the ability of the Missouri River to carry
sediment downstream, resulting in the accumulation of sedi-
ment in the reservoirs known as Lake Oahe, Lake Sharpe,
Lake Francis Case, and Lewis and Clark Lake;

(9) the sediment depositions—

(A) cause shoreline flooding;

(B) destroy wildlife habitat;

(C) limit recreational opportunities;

(D) threaten the long-term ability of dams to provide
hydropower and flood control under the Pick-Sloan pro-
gram;

(E) reduce water quality; and

(F) threaten intakes for drinking water and irrigation;
and
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(10) to meet the objectives established by Congress for the
Pick-Sloan program, it is necessary to establish a Missouri
River Restoration Program—

(A) to improve conservation;
(B) to reduce the deposition of sediment; and
(C) to take other steps necessary for proper manage-
ment of the Missouri River.
(b) PurPOSES.—The purposes of this title are—

(1) to reduce the siltation of the Missouri River in the
State of South Dakota;

(2) to meet the objectives of the Pick-Sloan program by de-
veloping and implementing a long-term strategy—

(A) to improve conservation in the Missouri River wa-
tershed;

(B) to protect recreation on the Missouri River from
sedimentation;

(C) to improve water quality in the Missouri River;

(D) to improve erosion control along the Missouri

River; and

(E) to protect Indian and non-Indian historical and
cultural sites along the Missouri River from erosion; and

(3) to meet the objectives described in paragraphs (1) and
(2) by developing and financing new programs in accordance
with the plan prepared under section 905(e) (as in effect on the
day before the date of enactment of the Water Resources De-
velopment Act of 2020).

SEC. 903. DEFINITIONS.
In this title, the following definitions apply:

(1) PICK-SLOAN PROGRAM.—The term “Pick-Sloan program”
means the Pick-Sloan Missouri River Basin Program author-
ized by section 9 of the Flood Control Act of December 22, 1944
(58 Stat. 891).

(2) STATE.—The term “State” means the State of South
Dakota.

(8) TRUST.—The term “Trust” means the Missouri River
Trust established by section 904(a).

* * *k & * * *k

[Section 905 was repealed by section 359(a) of division AA of
Public Law 116-260.1
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