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AN ACT To amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act by designating a segment of the
Saint Croix River, Minnesota and Wisconsin, as a component of the national wild
and scenic rivers system.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repesentatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That this Act may
be cited as the “Lower Saint Croix River Act of 1972”.

SEC. 2. [Added paragraph (9) of section 3(a) of the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1274(a)).1

SEC. 3. The Secretary of the Interior shall, within one year fol-
lowing the date of enactment of this Act, take, with respect to the
Lower Saint Croix River segment, such action as is provided for
under section 3(b) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act: Provided,
That (a) the action required by such section shall be undertaken
jointly by the Secretary and the appropriate agencies of the af-
fected States; (b) the development plan required by such section
shall be construed to be a comprehensive master plan which shall
include, but not be limited to, a determination of the lands, waters,
and interests therein to be acquired, developed, and administered
by the agencies or political subdivisions of the affected States; and
(c) such development plan shall provide for State administration of
the lower twenty-five miles of the Lower Saint Croix River segment
and for continued administration by the States of Minnesota and
Wisconsin of such State parks and fish hatcheries as now lie within
the twenty-seven-mile segment to be administered by the Secretary
of the Interior.

SEC. 4. Notwithstanding any provision of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act which limits acquisition authority within a river seg-
ment to be administered by a Federal agency, the States of Min-
nesota and Wisconsin may acquire within the twenty-seven-mile
segment of the Lower Saint Croix River segment to be adminis-
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tered by the Secretary of the Interior such lands as may be pro-
posed for their acquisition, development, operation, and mainte-
nance pursuant to the development plan required by section 3 of
this Act.

SEC. 5. Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to impair or other-
wise affect such statutory authority as may be vested in the Sec-
retary of the Department in which the Coast Guard is operating or
the Secretary of the Army for the maintenance of navigation aids
and navigation improvements.

SEC. 6. (a) There are authorized to be appropriated such sums
as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act, but not
to exceed $7,275,000 for the acquisition and development of lands
and interests therein within the boundaries of the twenty-seven-
mile segment of the Lower Saint Croix River segment to be admin-
istered by the Secretary of the Interior.

(b) No funds otherwise authorized to be appropriated by this
section shall be expended by the Secretary of the Interior until he
has determined that the States of Minnesota and Wisconsin have
initiated such land acquisition and development as may be pro-
posed pursuant to the development plan required by section 3 of
this Act, and in no event shall the Secretary of the Interior expend
more than $2,550,000 of the funds authorized to be appropriated by
this section in the first fiscal year following completion of the devel-
opment plan required by section 3 of this Act. The balance of funds
authorized to be appropriated by this section shall be expended by
the Secretary of the Interior at such times as he finds that the
States of Minnesota and Wisconsin have made satisfactory progress
in their implementation of the development plan required by sec-
tion 3 of this Act.
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