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MITCHELL ACT
[Chapter 193, Approved May 11, 1938, 52 Stat. 345]

[As Amended Through chapter 883, Enacted Aug. 8, 1946]

[Currency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Chapter 193 of the 75th
Congress. It was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended
Through note above and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and
reflects current law through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/]

[Note: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents.
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).1

AN ACT To provide for the conservation of the fishery resources of the Columbia
River, establishment, operation, and maintenance of one or more stations in Or-
egon, Washington, and Idaho, and for the conduct of necessary investigations, sur-
veys, stream improvements, and stocking operations for these purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, [16 U.S.C. 755]
That the Secretary of Commerce is authorized and directed to es-
tablish one or more salmon-cultural stations in the Columbia River
Basin in each of the States of Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. Any
sums appropriated for the purpose of establishing such stations
may be expended, and such stations shall be established, operated,
and maintained, in accordance with the provisions of the Act enti-
tled “An Act to provide for a five-year construction and mainte-
nance program for the United States Bureau of Fisheries”, ap-
proved May 21, 1930, insofar as the provisions of such Act are not
inconsistent with the provisions of this Act.

SEC. 2. [16 U.S.C. 756] The Secretary of Commerce is further
authorized and directed (1) to conduct such investigations, and
such engineering and biological surveys and experiments, as may
be necessary to direct and facilitate conservation of the fishery re-
sources of the Columbia River and its tributaries; (2) to construct
and install devices in the Columbia River Basin for the improve-
ment of feeding and spawning conditions for fish, for the protection
of migratory fish from irrigation projects, and for facilitating free
migration of fish over obstructions; and (3) to perform all other ac-
tivities necessary for the conservation of fish in the Columbia River
Basin in accordance with law.

SEC. 3. [16 U.S.C. 757] In carrying out the authorizations and
duties imposed by section 2 of this Act, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior is authorized to utilize the facilities and services of the agen-
cies of the States of Oregon, Washington, and Idaho responsible for
the conservation of the fish and wildlife resources in such States,
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Sec. 3 MITCHELL ACT 2

under the terms of agreements entered into between the United
States and these States, without regard to the provisions of section
3709 of the Revised Statutes, and funds appropriated to carry out
the purposes of this Act may be expended for the construction of
facilities on and the improvement of lands not owned or controlled
by the United States: Provided, That the appropriate agency of the
State wherein such construction or improvement is to be carried on
first shall have obtained without cost to the United States the nec-
essary title to, interest therein, rights-of-way over, or licenses cov-
ering the use of such lands.
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