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ACT OF JUNE 18, 1929 - Sec. 22 (Election of Senators and 
Representatives) 

[Chapter 28 of the 71st Congress] 

[As Amended Through P.L. 104–186, Enacted August 20, 1996] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Chapter 28 of the 71st 
Congress. It was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended 
Through note above and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and 
reflects current law through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at 
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

AN ACT To provide for the fifteenth and subsequent decennial censuses and to 
provide for apportionment of Representatives in Congress. 

* * * * * * * 
SEC. 22. (a) On the first day, or within one week thereafter, of 

the first regular session of the Eighty-second Congress and of each 
fifth Congress thereafter, the President shall transmit to the Con-
gress a statement showing the whole number of persons in each 
State, excluding Indians not taxed, as ascertained under the seven-
teenth and each subsequent decennial census of the population, 
and the number of Representatives to which each State would be 
entitled under an apportionment of the then existing number of 
Representatives by the method known as the method of equal pro-
portions, no State to receive less than one Member. 

(b) Each State shall be entitled, in the Eighty-third Congress 
and in each Congress thereafter until the taking effect of a re-
apportionment under this section or subsequent statute, to the 
number of Representatives shown in the statement required by 
subsection (a) of this section no State to receive less than one Mem-
ber. It shall be the duty of the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives, within fifteen calendar days after the receipt of such state-
ment, to send to the executive of each State a certificate of the 
number of Representatives to which such State is entitled under 
this section. In case of a vacancy in the office of Clerk, or of his 
absence or inability to discharge this duty, then such duty shall de-
volve upon the Sergeant at Arms of the House of Representatives. 

(c) Until a State is redistricted in the manner provided by the 
law thereof after any apportionment, the Representatives to which 
such State is entitled under such apportionment shall be elected in 
the following manner: (1) If there is no change in the number of 
Representatives, they shall be elected from the districts then pre-
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scribed by the law of such State, and if any of them are elected 
from the State at large they shall continue to be so elected; (2) if 
there is an increase in the number of Representatives, such addi-
tional Representatives or Representatives shall be elected from the 
State at large and the other Representatives from the districts then 
prescribed by the law of such State; (3) if there is a decrease in the 
number of Representatives but the number of districts in such 
State is equal to such decreased number of Representatives, they 
shall be elected from the districts then prescribed by the law of 
such State; (4) if there is a decrease in the number of Representa-
tives but the number of districts in such State is less than such 
number of Representatives, the number of Representatives by 
which such number of districts is exceeded shall be elected from 
the State at large and the other Representatives from the districts 
then prescribed by the law of such State; or (5) if there is a de-
crease in the number of Representatives and the number of dis-
tricts in such State exceeds such decreased number of Representa-
tives, they shall be elected from the State at large. 

ø2 U.S.C. 2a¿  
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