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ACT OF MARCH 4, 1917-(WEEKS ACT MINERALS) 1

[As Amended Through the Act of March 4, 1917, Enacted March
4, 1917]

[Currency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Chapter 179 of the 64th
Congress. It was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended
Through note above and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and
reflects current law through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/]

[Note: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents.
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).1

CHAP. 179.—An Act Making appropriations for the Department of Agriculture for
the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eighteen.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That

* * k & * * *k

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized, under general regu-
lations to be prescribed by him, to permit the prospecting, develop-
ment, and utilization of the mineral resources of the lands acquired
under the Act of March first, nineteen hundred and eleven (Thirty-
sixth Statues, page nine hundred and sixty-one), known as the
Weeks law, upon such terms and for specified periods or otherwise,
as he may deem to be for the best interests of the United States;
and all moneys received on account of charges, if any, made under
this Act shall be disposed of as is provided by existing law for
thedisposition of receipts from national forests.

1The Act of March 4, 1917, consists of chapter 179, 39 Stat. 1134 and following. Provisions
relating to Weeks Act Minerals appear at 39 Stat. 1150. (16 U.S.C. 520).

Section 402 of Reorganization Plan No. 3, of July 16, 1946 (60 Stat. 1097, 1099; 5 U.S.C. Ap-
pendix) provided the following:

The functions of the Secretary of Agriculture and the Department of Agriculture with respect
to the uses of mineral deposits in certain lands pursuant to the provisions of the Act of March
4, 1917, (39 Stat. 1134, 1150; 16 U.S.C. 520) * * * are hereby transferred to the Secretary of
the Interior and shall be performed by him or, subject to his direction and control, by such offi-
cers and agencies of the Department of the Interior as he may designate: Provided, That mineral
development on such lands shall be authorized by the Secretary of the Interior only when he
is advised by the Secretary of Agriculture that such development will not interfere with the pri-
mary purposes for which the land was acquired and only in accordance with such conditions
as may be specified by the Secretary of Agriculture in order to protect such purposes. The provi-
sions of law governing the crediting and distribution of revenues derived from the said land
shall be applicable to revenues derived in connection with the functions transferred by this sec-
tion. To the extent necessary in connection with the performance of the functions transferred
by this section, the Secretary of the Interior and his representatives shall have access to the
title records of the Department of Agriculture relating to the lands affected by this section.

Functions relating to common varieties of mineral materials in acquired and certain other
lands were transferred back to the Secretary of Agriculture by Sec. 1(1) of Act of June 11, 1960
(74 Statl. 205; 7 U.S.C. 220 (note).)
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