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HOUSING ACT OF 1948: Sec. 502 (HUD administrative and 
miscellaneous provisions) 

[Chapter 832 of the 80th Congress; 62 Stat. 1283; 12 U.S.C. 1701c 
and 42 U.S.C. 1404a] 

[As Amended Through P.L. 111–203, Enacted July 21, 2010] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of section 502 of Chapter 
832 of the 80th Congress. It was last amended by the public law listed in the As 
Amended Through note above and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf 
version and reflects current law through the date of the enactment of the public 
law listed at https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

TITLE V—ADMINISTRATIVE AND MISCELLANEOUS 
PROVISIONS 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

* * * * * * * 
SEC. 502. In carrying out their respective functions, powers, 

and duties— 
(a) ø12 U.S.C. 1701c(a)¿ The Secretary of Housing and Urban 

Development may appoint such officers and employees as he may 
find necessary, which appointments shall be subject to the civil 
service laws and chapter 51 and subchapter III of chapter 53 of 
title 5, United States Code. The Secretary may make such expendi-
tures as may be necessary to carry out his functions, powers, and 
duties, and there are hereby authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, such sums as may be necessary to carry out such func-
tions, powers, and duties and for administrative expenses in con-
nection therewith. The Secretary, without in any way relieving 
himself from final responsibility, may delegate any of his functions 
and powers to such officers, agents, or employees as he may des-
ignate, may authorize such successive redelegations of such func-
tions and powers, as he may deem desirable, and may make such 
rules and regulations as may be necessary to carry out his func-
tions, powers, and duties. 

(b) ø42 U.S.C. 1404a¿ The Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment may sue and be sued only with respect to its functions 
under the United States Housing Act of 1937, as amended, and 
title II of Public Law 671, Seventy-sixth Congress, approved June 
28, 1940, as amended. Funds made available for carrying out the 
functions, powers, and duties of the Secretary of Housing and 
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Urban Development (including appropriations therefor, which are 
hereby authorized) shall be available in such amounts as may from 
year to year be authorized by the Congress, for the administrative 
expenses of the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development. Not-
withstanding any other provisions of law except provisions of law 
hereafter enacted expressly in limitation hereof, the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development, or any State, or local public 
agency administering a low-rent housing project assisted pursuant 
to the United States Housing Act of 1937 or title II of Public Law 
671, Seventy-sixth Congress, approved June 28, 1940, shall con-
tinue to have the right to maintain an action or proceeding to re-
cover possession of any housing accommodations operated by it 
where such action is authorized by the statute or regulations under 
which such housing accommodations are administered, and, in de-
termining net income for the purposes of tenant eligibility with re-
spect to low-rent housing projects assisted pursuant to said Acts, 
the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development is authorized, 
where it finds such action equitable and in the public interest, to 
exclude amounts or portions thereof paid by the United States Gov-
ernment for disability or death occurring in connection with mili-
tary service. 

(c) ø12 U.S.C. 1701c¿ The Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment, the Comptroller of the Currency, and the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation, respectively, may, in addition to and 
not in derogation of any powers and authorities conferred else-
where in this Act— 

(1) with the consent of the agency or organization con-
cerned, accept and utilize equipment, facilities, or the services 
of employees of any Federal, State, or local public agency or in-
strumentality, educational institution, or nonprofit agency or 
organization and, in connection with the utilization of such 
services, may make payments for transportation while away 
from their homes or regular places of business and per diem 
in lieu of subsistence en route and at place of such service, in 
accordance with the provisions of section 5703 of title 5, United 
States Code; 

(2) utilize, contract with, and act through, without regard 
to section 3709 of the Revised Statutes, any Federal, State, or 
local public agency or instrumentality, educational institution 
or nonprofit agency or organization with the consent of the 
agency or organization concerned, and any funds available to 
said officers for carrying out their respective functions, powers, 
and duties shall be available to reimburse or pay any such 
agency or organization; and, whenever in the judgment of any 
such officer necessary, he may make advance, progress, or 
other payments with respect to such contracts without regard 
to the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of section 3324 of 
title 31, United States Code; and 

(3) make expenditures for all necessary expenses, includ-
ing preparation, mounting, shipping, and installation of exhib-
its; purchase and exchange of technical apparatus; and such 
other expenses as may, from time to time, be found necessary 
in carrying out their respective functions, powers, and duties: 
Provided, That funds made available for administrative ex-
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penses in carrying out the functions, powers, and duties im-
posed upon the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
and the Federal Home Loan Bank Agency, respectively, by or 
pursuant to law may at their option be consolidated into single 
administrative expense fund accounts of such officer or agency 
for expenditure by them, respectively, in accordance with the 
provisions hereof. 
(d) ø12 U.S.C. 1701c(d)¿ The Secretary of Housing and Urban 

Development may utilize funds made available to him for salaries 
and expenses for payment in advance for dues or fees for library 
memberships in organizations (or for membership of the individual 
librarians in organizations which will not accept library member-
ship) whose publications are available to members only, or to mem-
bers at a price lower than to the general public, and for payment 
in advance for publications available only upon that basis or avail-
able at a reduced price on prepublication order.  
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