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AMERICAN DREAM DOWNPAYMENT ACT: Title II 
(intergenerational housing assistance) 

[Public Law 108–186; 117 Stat. 2688; 12 U.S.C. 1701q note] 

[This law has not been amended] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 108–186. It 
was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above 
and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law 
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:// 
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

TITLE II—INTERGENERATIONAL 
HOUSING ASSISTANCE 

SEC. 201. ø12 U.S.C. 1701q note¿ SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Living Equitably: Grandparents 

Aiding Children and Youth Act of 2003’’ or the ‘‘LEGACY Act of 
2003’’. 
SEC. 202. ø12 U.S.C. 1701q note¿ DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) CHILD.—The term ‘‘child’’ means an individual who— 

(A) is not attending school and is not more than 18 
years of age; or 

(B) is attending school and is not more than 19 years 
of age. 
(2) COVERED FAMILY.—The term ‘‘covered family’’ means a 

family that— 
(A) includes a child; and 
(B) has a head of household who is— 

(i) a grandparent of the child who is raising the 
child; or 

(ii) a relative of the child who is raising the child. 
(3) ELDERLY PERSON.—The term ‘‘elderly person’’ has the 

same meaning as in section 202(k) of the Housing Act of 1959 
(12 U.S.C. 1701q(k)). 

(4) GRANDPARENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘grandparent’’ means, 

with respect to a child, an individual who is a grandparent 
or stepgrandparent of the child by blood or marriage, re-
gardless of the age of such individual. 
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(B) CASE OF ADOPTION.—In the case of a child who 
was adopted, the term includes an individual who, by 
blood or marriage, is a grandparent or stepgrandparent of 
the child as adopted. 
(5) INTERGENERATIONAL DWELLING UNIT.—The term ‘‘inter-

generational dwelling unit’’ means a qualified dwelling unit 
that is reserved for occupancy only by an intergenerational 
family. 

(6) INTERGENERATIONAL FAMILY.—The term ‘‘intergenera-
tional family’’ means a covered family that has a head of 
household who is an elderly person. 

(7) PRIVATE NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘‘private 
nonprofit organization’’ has the same meaning as in section 
202(k) of the Housing Act of 1959 (12 U.S.C. 1701q(k)). 

(8) QUALIFIED DWELLING UNIT.—The term ‘‘qualified dwell-
ing unit’’ means a dwelling unit that— 

(A) has not fewer than 2 separate bedrooms; 
(B) is equipped with design features appropriate to 

meet the special physical needs of elderly persons, as need-
ed; and 

(C) is equipped with design features appropriate to 
meet the special physical needs of young children, as need-
ed. 
(9) RAISING A CHILD.—The term ‘‘raising a child’’ means, 

with respect to an individual, that the individual— 
(A) resides with the child; and 
(B) is the primary caregiver for the child— 

(i) because the biological or adoptive parents of 
the child do not reside with the child or are unable or 
unwilling to serve as the primary caregiver for the 
child; and 

(ii) regardless of whether the individual has a 
legal relationship to the child (such as guardianship or 
legal custody) or is caring for the child informally and 
has no such legal relationship with the child. 

(10) RELATIVE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘relative’’ means, with re-

spect to a child, an individual who— 
(i) is not a parent of the child by blood or mar-

riage; and 
(ii) is a relative of the child by blood or marriage, 

regardless of the age of the individual. 
(B) CASE OF ADOPTION.—In the case of a child who 

was adopted, the term ‘‘relative’’ includes an individual 
who, by blood or marriage, is a relative of the family who 
adopted the child. 
(11) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-

retary of Housing and Urban Development. 
SEC. 203. ø12 U.S.C. 1701q note¿ DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM FOR EL-

DERLY HOUSING FOR INTERGENERATIONAL FAMILIES. 
(a) DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall carry out 

a demonstration program (referred to in this section as the ‘‘dem-
onstration program’’) to provide assistance for intergenerational 
dwelling units for intergenerational families in connection with the 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 11:22 Sep 17, 2019 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 9001 Sfmt 9001 G:\COMP\HOUSING\ADDATIIH.BEL HOLC

September 17, 2019 

G:\COMP\HOUSING\AMERICAN DREAM DOWNPAYMENT ACT TITLE II INTE....XML

    
This law has not been amended



3 Sec. 203 AMERICAN DREAM DOWNPAYMENT ACT: Title II (interge... 

supportive housing program under section 202 of the Housing Act 
of 1959 (12 U.S.C. 1701q). 

(b) INTERGENERATIONAL DWELLING UNITS.—The Secretary 
shall provide assistance under this section only to private nonprofit 
organizations selected under subsection (d) for use only for expand-
ing the supply of intergenerational dwelling units, which units 
shall be provided— 

(1) by designating and retrofitting, for use as intergenera-
tional dwelling units, existing dwelling units that are located 
within a project assisted under section 202 of the Housing Act 
of 1959 (12 U.S.C. 1701q); 

(2) through development of buildings or projects comprised 
solely of intergenerational dwelling units; or 

(3) through the development of an annex or addition to an 
existing project assisted under section 202 of the Housing Act 
of 1959 (12 U.S.C. 1701q), that contains intergenerational 
dwelling units, including through the development of elder cot-
tage housing opportunity units that are small, freestanding, 
barrier free, energy efficient, removable dwelling units located 
adjacent to a larger project or dwelling. 
(c) PROGRAM TERMS.—Assistance provided pursuant to this sec-

tion shall be subject to the provisions of section 202 of the Housing 
Act of 1959 (12 U.S.C. 1701q), except that— 

(1) notwithstanding subsection (d)(1) of that section 202 or 
any provision of that section restricting occupancy to elderly 
persons, any intergenerational dwelling unit assisted under the 
demonstration program may be occupied by an intergenera-
tional family; 

(2) subsections (e) and (f) of that section 202 shall not 
apply; 

(3) in addition to the requirements under subsection (g) of 
that section 202, the Secretary shall— 

(A) ensure that occupants of intergenerational dwell-
ing units assisted under the demonstration program are 
provided a range of services that are tailored to meet the 
needs of elderly persons, children, and intergenerational 
families; and 

(B) coordinate with the heads of other Federal agen-
cies as may be appropriate to ensure the provision of such 
services; and 
(4) the Secretary may waive or alter any other provision 

of that section 202 necessary to provide for assistance under 
the demonstration program. 
(d) SELECTION.—The Secretary shall— 

(1) establish application procedures for private nonprofit 
organizations to apply for assistance under this section; and 

(2) to the extent that amounts are made available pursu-
ant to subsection (f), select not less than 2 and not more than 
4 projects that are assisted under section 202 of the Housing 
Act of 1959 (12 U.S.C. 1701q) for assistance under this section, 
based on the ability of the applicant to develop and operate in-
tergenerational dwelling units and national geographical diver-
sity among those projects funded. 
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1 The date of enactment was December 16, 2003. 
1 The date of enactment was December 16, 2003. 

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 36 months after the date of enact-
ment of this Act 1, the Secretary shall submit a report to Congress 
that— 

(1) describes the demonstration program; and 
(2) analyzes the effectiveness of the demonstration pro-

gram. 
(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are authorized 

to be appropriated $10,000,000 to carry out this section. 
(g) SUNSET.—The demonstration program carried out under 

this section shall terminate 5 years after the date of enactment of 
this Act 1. 
SEC. 204. TRAINING FOR HUD PERSONNEL REGARDING GRAND-

PARENT-HEADED AND RELATIVE-HEADED FAMILIES 
ISSUES. 

Section 7 of the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Act (42 U.S.C. 3535) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

* * * * * * * 
SEC. 205. ø12 U.S.C. 1701q note¿ STUDY OF HOUSING NEEDS OF GRAND-

PARENT-HEADED AND RELATIVE-HEADED FAMILIES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the Director of the Bu-

reau of the Census jointly shall— 
(1) conduct a study to determine an estimate of the num-

ber of covered families in the United States and their afford-
able housing needs; and 

(2) submit a report to Congress regarding the results of 
the study conducted under paragraph (1). 
(b) REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS.—The report required 

under subsection (a) shall— 
(1) be submitted to Congress not later than 12 months 

after the date of enactment of this Act 1; and 
(2) include recommendations by the Secretary and the Di-

rector of the Bureau of the Census regarding how the major as-
sisted housing programs of the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, including the supportive housing for the 
elderly program under section 202 of the Housing Act of 1959 
(12 U.S.C. 1701q) can be used and, if appropriate, amended or 
altered, to meet the affordable housing needs of covered fami-
lies.  
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