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PERSIAN GULF WAR VETERANS’ HEALTH STATUS ACT 

[Title VII of Public Law 102–585, approved Nov. 4, 1992] 

[As Amended Through P.L. 111–163, Enacted May 5, 2010] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of title VII of Public Law 
102–585. It was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended 
Through note above and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and 
reflects current law through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at 
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

TITLE VII—PERSIAN GULF WAR VETERANS’ HEALTH 
STATUS 

SEC. 701. ø38 U.S.C. 527 note¿ SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Persian Gulf War Veterans’ 

Health Status Act’’. 
SEC. 702. ø38 U.S.C. 527 note¿ PERSIAN GULF WAR VETERANS HEALTH 

REGISTRY. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF REGISTRY.—The Secretary of Veterans 

Affairs shall establish and maintain a special record to be known 
as the ‘‘Persian Gulf War Veterans Health Registry’’ (in this section 
referred to as the ‘‘Registry’’). 

(b) CONTENTS OF REGISTRY.—Except as provided in subsection 
(c), the Registry shall include the following information: 

(1) A list containing the name of each individual who 
served as a member of the Armed Forces in the Persian Gulf 
theater of operations during the Persian Gulf War and who— 

(A) applies for care or services from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs under chapter 17 of title 38, United 
States Code; 

(B) files a claim for compensation under chapter 11 of 
such title on the basis of any disability which may be asso-
ciated with such service; 

(C) dies and is survived by a spouse, child, or parent 
who files a claim for dependency and indemnity compensa-
tion under chapter 13 of such title on the basis of such 
service; 

(D) requests from the Department a health examina-
tion under section 703; or 

(E) receives from the Department of Defense a health 
examination similar to the health examination referred to 
in subparagraph (D) and requests inclusion in the Reg-
istry. 
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2 Sec. 703 GULF WAR HEALTH ISSUES 

(2) Relevant medical data relating to the health status of, 
and other information that the Secretary considers relevant 
and appropriate with respect to, each individual described in 
paragraph (1) who— 

(A) grants to the Secretary permission to include such 
information in the Registry; or 

(B) at the time the individual is listed in the Registry, 
is deceased. 

(c) INDIVIDUALS SUBMITTING CLAIMS OR MAKING REQUESTS BE-
FORE DATE OF ENACTMENT.—If in the case of an individual de-
scribed in subsection (b)(1) the application, claim, or request re-
ferred to in such subsection was submitted, filed, or made, before 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall, to the 
extent feasible, include in the Registry such individual’s name and 
the data and information, if any, described in subsection (b)(2) re-
lating to the individual. 

(d) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE INFORMATION.—The Secretary of 
Defense shall furnish to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs such in-
formation maintained by the Department of Defense as the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs considers necessary to establish and 
maintain the Registry. 

(e) RELATION TO DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE REGISTRY.—The 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in consultation with the Secretary of 
Defense, shall ensure that information is collected and maintained 
in the Registry in a manner that permits effective and efficient 
cross-reference between the Registry and the registry established 
under section 734 of the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Years 1992 and 1993 (Public Law 102–190; 105 Stat. 1411; 
10 U.S.C. 1074 note), as amended by section 704. 

(f) ONGOING OUTREACH TO INDIVIDUALS LISTED IN REGISTRY.— 
The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall, from time to time, notify 
individuals listed in the Registry of significant developments in re-
search on the health consequences of military service in the Per-
sian Gulf theater of operations during the Persian Gulf War. 
SEC. 703. ø38 U.S.C. 527 note¿ HEALTH EXAMINATIONS AND COUN-

SELING FOR VETERANS ELIGIBLE FOR INCLUSION IN 
CERTAIN HEALTH-RELATED REGISTRIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs— 
(A) shall, upon the request of a veteran described in sub-

section (b)(1), provide the veteran with a health examination 
(including any appropriate diagnostic tests) and consultation 
and counseling with respect to the results of the examination 
and the tests; and 

(B) may, upon the request of a veteran described in sub-
section (b)(2), provide the veteran with such an examination 
(including diagnostic tests) and such consultation and coun-
seling. 
(2) The Secretary shall carry out appropriate outreach activi-

ties with respect to the provision of any health examinations (in-
cluding any diagnostic tests) and consultation and counseling serv-
ices under paragraph (1). 

(b) COVERED VETERANS.—(1) In accordance with subsection 
(a)(1)(A), the Secretary shall provide an examination (including di-
agnostic tests), consultation, and counseling under that subsection 
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3 Sec. 706 GULF WAR HEALTH ISSUES 

to any veteran who is eligible for listing or inclusion in the Persian 
Gulf War Veterans Health Registry established by section 702. 

(2) In accordance with subsection (a)(1)(B), the Secretary may 
provide an examination (including diagnostic tests), consultation, 
and counseling under that subsection to any veteran who is eligible 
for listing or inclusion in any other similar health-related registry 
administered by the Secretary. 

* * * * * * * 
SEC. 706. ø38 U.S.C. 527 note¿ AGREEMENT WITH NATIONAL ACADEMY 

OF SCIENCES FOR REVIEW OF HEALTH CONSEQUENCES 
OF SERVICE DURING THE PERSIAN GULF WAR. 

(a) AGREEMENT.—(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs and 
Secretary of Defense jointly shall seek to enter into an agreement 
with the National Academy of Sciences for the Medical Follow-Up 
Agency (MFUA) of the Institute of Medicine of the Academy to re-
view existing scientific, medical, and other information on the 
health consequences of military service in the Persian Gulf theater 
of operations during the Persian Gulf War. 

(2) The agreement shall require MFUA to provide members of 
veterans organizations and members of the scientific community 
(including the Director of the Office of Technology Assessment) 
with the opportunity to comment on the method or methods MFUA 
proposes to use in conducting the review. 

(3) The agreement shall permit MFUA, in conducting the re-
view, to examine and evaluate medical records of individuals who 
are included in the registries referred to in section 705(d) for pur-
poses that MFUA considers appropriate, including the purpose of 
identifying illnesses of those individuals. 

(4) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of De-
fense shall seek to enter into the agreement under this section not 
later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(b) REPORT.—(1) The agreement under this section shall re-
quire the National Academy of Sciences to submit to the commit-
tees and secretaries referred to in paragraph (2) a report on the re-
sults of the review carried out under the agreement. Such report 
shall contain the following: 

(A) An assessment of the effectiveness of actions taken by 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of Defense 
to collect and maintain information that is potentially useful 
for assessing the health consequences of the military service 
referred to in subsection (a). 

(B) Recommendations on means of improving the collection 
and maintenance of such information. 

(C) Recommendations on whether there is sound scientific 
basis for an epidemiological study or studies on the health con-
sequences of such service, and if the recommendation is that 
there is sound scientific basis for such a study or studies, the 
nature of the study or studies. 
(2) The committees and secretaries referred to in paragraph (1) 

are the following: 
(A) The Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and 

House of Representatives. 
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4 Sec. 706 GULF WAR HEALTH ISSUES 

(B) The Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and 
House of Representatives. 

(C) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 
(D) The Secretary of Defense. 

(c) FUNDING.—(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs and the 
Secretary of Defense shall make available up to a total of $500,000 
in fiscal year 1993, from funds available to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and the Department of Defense in that fiscal year, to 
carry out the review. Any amounts provided by the two depart-
ments shall be provided in equal amounts. 

(2) If the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of 
Defense enter into an agreement under subsection (a) with the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences— 

(A) the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall make available 
$250,000 in each of fiscal years 1994 through 2003, from 
amounts available to the Department of Veterans Affairs in 
each such fiscal year, to the National Academy of Sciences for 
the general purposes of conducting epidemiological research 
with respect to military and veterans populations; and 

(B) the Secretary of Defense shall make available $250,000 
in each of fiscal years 1994 through 2003, from amounts avail-
able to the Department of Defense in each such fiscal year, to 
the National Academy of Sciences for the purposes of carrying 
out the research referred to in subparagraph (A). 
(d) RESEARCH REVIEW AND DEVELOPMENT OF MEDICAL 

EDUCATION CURRICULUM.—(1) In order to further understand the 
health consequences of military service in the Persian Gulf theater 
of operations during the Persian Gulf War and of new research 
findings with implications for improving the provision of care for 
veterans of such service, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and the 
Secretary of Defense shall seek to enter into an agreement with the 
National Academy of Sciences under which the Institute of Medi-
cine of the Academy would— 

(A) develop a curriculum pertaining to the care and treat-
ment of veterans of such service who have ill-defined or 
undiagnosed illnesses for use in the continuing medical edu-
cation of both general and specialty physicians who provide 
care for such veterans; and 

(B) on an ongoing basis, periodically review and provide 
recommendations regarding the research plans and research 
strategies of the Departments relating to the health con-
sequences of military service in the Persian Gulf theater of op-
erations during the Persian Gulf War. 
(2) Recommendations to be provided under paragraph (1)(B) in-

clude any recommendations that the Academy considers appro-
priate for additional scientific studies (including studies related to 
treatment models) to resolve areas of continuing scientific uncer-
tainty relating to the health consequences of any aspects of such 
military service. In making recommendations for additional stud-
ies, the Academy shall consider the available scientific data, the 
value and relevance of the information that could result from such 
studies, and the cost and feasibility of carrying out such studies. 

(3) Not later than 9 months after the Institute of Medicine pro-
vides the Secretaries the curriculum developed under paragraph 
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(1)(A), the Secretaries shall provide for the conduct of continuing 
education programs using that curriculum. Those programs shall 
include instruction which seeks to emphasize use of appropriate 
protocols of diagnosis, referral, and treatment of such veterans. 
SEC. 707. ø38 U.S.C. 527 note¿ COORDINATION OF HEALTH-RELATED 

GOVERNMENT ACTIVITIES ON THE PERSIAN GULF WAR. 
(a) DESIGNATION OF COORDINATING ORGANIZATION.—The Presi-

dent shall designate, and may redesignate from time to time, the 
head of an appropriate department or agency of the Federal Gov-
ernment to coordinate all activities undertaken or funded by the 
Executive Branch of the Federal Government on the health con-
sequences of military service in the Persian Gulf theater of oper-
ations during the Persian Gulf War. 

(b) PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—Not later than January 1, 
1999, the head of the department or agency designated under sub-
section (a) shall establish an advisory committee consisting of 
members of the general public, including Persian Gulf War vet-
erans and representatives of such veterans, to provide advice to the 
head of that department or agency on proposed research studies, 
research plans, or research strategies relating to the health con-
sequences of military service in the Southwest Asia theater of oper-
ations during the Persian Gulf War. The department or agency 
head shall consult with such advisory committee on a regular basis. 

(c) REPORTS.—(1) Not later than July 1, 2010, and July 1 of 
each of the five following years, the head of the department or 
agency designated under subsection (a) shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and House of Represent-
atives a report on— 

(A) the status and results of all such research activities 
undertaken by the executive branch during the previous year; 
and 

(B) research priorities identified during that year. 
(2)(A) Not later than 120 days after submission of the epide-

miological research study conducted by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs entitled ‘‘VA National Survey of Persian Gulf Veterans— 
Phase III’’, the head of the department or agency designated under 
subsection (a) shall submit to the congressional committees speci-
fied in paragraph (1) a report on the findings under that study and 
any other pertinent medical literature. 

(B) With respect to any findings of that study and any other 
pertinent medical literature which identify scientific evidence of a 
greater relative risk of illness or illnesses in family members of vet-
erans who served in the Persian Gulf War theater of operations 
than in family members of veterans who did not so serve, the head 
of the department or agency designated under subsection (a) shall 
seek to ensure that appropriate research studies are designed to 
follow up on such findings. 

(d) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF RESEARCH FINDINGS.—The head of 
the department or agency designated under subsection (a) shall en-
sure that the findings of all research conducted by or for the execu-
tive branch relating to the health consequences of military service 
in the Persian Gulf theater of operations during the Persian Gulf 
War (including information pertinent to improving provision of care 
for veterans of such service) are made available to the public 
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6 Sec. 708 GULF WAR HEALTH ISSUES 

through peer-reviewed medical journals, the World Wide Web, and 
other appropriate media. 

(e) OUTREACH.—The head of the department or agency 
designated under subsection (a) shall ensure that the appropriate 
departments consult and coordinate in carrying out an ongoing pro-
gram to provide information to those who served in the Southwest 
Asia theater of operations during the Persian Gulf War relating to: 
(1) the health risks, if any, resulting from any risk factors associ-
ated with such service; and (2) any services or benefits available 
with respect to such health risks. 
SEC. 708. ø38 U.S.C. 527 note¿ DEFINITION. 

For the purposes of this title, the term ‘‘Persian Gulf War’’ has 
the meaning given such term in section 101(33) of title 38, United 
States Code.  
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