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PITTMAN-ROBERTSON WILDLIFE RESTORATION ACT
[Chapter 899, Approved Sept. 2, 1937, 50 Stat. 917]

[As Amended Through P.L. 119-40, Enacted November 25, 2025]

[Currency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Chapter 899 of the 75th
Congress. It was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended
Through note above and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and
reflects current law through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/1]

[Note: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents.
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).1

AN ACT To provide that the United States shall aid the States in wildlife-
restoration projects, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, [16 U.S.C. 669]
That the Secretary of Agriculture! is authorized to cooperate with
the States, through their respective State fish and game depart-
ments, in wildlife-restoration projects as hereinafter set forth; but
no money apportioned under this Act to any State shall be ex-
pended therein until its legislature, or other State agency author-
ized by the State constitution to make laws governing the conserva-
tion of wildlife, shall have assented to the provision of this Act and
shall have passed laws for the conservation of wildlife which shall
include a prohibition against the diversion of license fees paid by
hunters for any other purpose than the administration of said
State fish and game department, except that, until the final ad-
journment of the first regular session of the legislature held after
the passage of this Act, the assent of the Governor of the State
shall be sufficient. The Secretary of Agriculture! and the State fish
and game department of each State accepting the benefits of this
Act shall agree upon the wildlife-restoration projects to be aided in
such State under the terms of this Act and all projects shall con-
form to the standards fixed by the Secretary of Agriculture.One
of the purposes of this Act is to provide financial and technical as-
sistance to the States for the promotion of hunting and recreational
shooting.

SEC. 2. [16 U.S.C. 669a] DEFINITIONS.

As used in this Act—

(1) the term “conservation” means the use of methods and
procedures necessary or desirable to sustain healthy popu-

1Reorganization Plan No. II of 1939, transferred functions of the Secretary of Agriculture re-
lating to conservation of wildlife, game, and migratory birds to the Secretary of the Interior.
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lations of wildlife, including all activities associated with sci-
entific resources management such as research, census, moni-
toring of populations, acquisition, improvement and manage-
ment of habitat, live trapping and transplantation, wildlife
damage management, and periodic or total protection of a spe-
cies or population, as well as the taking of individuals within
wildlife stock or population if permitted by applicable State
and Federal law;

(2) for the purposes of determining the number of paid
hunting-license holders in a State, the term “fiscal year” means
the fiscal year or license year of the State;

(3) the term “hunter recruitment and recreational shooter
recruitment” means any activity or project to recruit or retain
hunters and recreational shooters, including by—

(A) outreach and communications as a means—

(i) to improve communications with hunters, rec-
reational shooters, and the general public with respect
to hunting and recreational shooting opportunities;

(i1) to reduce barriers to participation in these ac-
tivities;

(iii) to advance the adoption of sound hunting and
recreational shooting practices;

(iv) to promote conservation and the responsible
use of the wildlife resources of the United States; and

(v) to further safety in hunting and recreational
shooting;

(B) providing education, mentoring, and field dem-
onstrations;

(C) enhancing access for hunting and recreational
shooting, including through range construction; and

(D) providing education to the public about the role of
hunting and recreational shooting in funding wildlife con-
servation;

(4) the term “public target range” means a specific location
that—

(A) is identified by a governmental agency for rec-
reational shooting;

(B) is open to the public;

(C) may be supervised; and

(D) may accommodate archery or rifle, pistol, or shot-
gun shooting;

(5) the term “Secretary’
rior;

(6) the term “State fish and game department” or “State
fish and wildlife department” means any department or divi-
sion of department of another name, or commission, or official
or officials, of a State empowered under its laws to exercise the
functions ordinarily exercised by a State fish and game depart-
ment or State fish and wildlife department.

(7) the term “wildlife” means any species of wild, free-
ranging fauna including fish, and also fauna in captive breed-
ing programs the object of which is to reintroduce individuals
of a depleted indigenous species into previously occupied range;
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(8) the term “wildlife-associated recreation” means projects
intended to meet the demand for outdoor activities associated
with wildlife including, but not limited to, hunting and fishing,
wildlife observation and photography, such projects as con-
struction or restoration of wildlife viewing areas, observation
towers, blinds, platforms, land and water trails, water access,
field trialing, trail heads, and access for such projects;

(9) the term “wildlife conservation and restoration pro-
gram” means a program developed by a State fish and wildlife
department and approved by the Secretary under section
304(d)2, the projects that constitute such a program, which
may be implemented in whole or part through grants and con-
tracts by a State to other State, Federal, or local agencies (in-
cluding those that gather, evaluate, and disseminate informa-
tion on wildlife and their habitats), wildlife conservation orga-
nizations, and outdoor recreation and conservation education
entities from funds apportioned under this title, and mainte-
nance of such projects;

(10) the term “wildlife conservation education” means
projects, including public outreach, intended to foster respon-
sible natural resource stewardship; and

(11) the term “wildlife-restoration project” includes the
wildlife conservation and restoration program and means the
selection, restoration, rehabilitation, and improvement of areas
of land or water adaptable as feeding, resting, or breeding
places for wildlife, including acquisition of such areas or es-
tates or interests therein as are suitable or capable of being
made suitable therefor, and the construction thereon or therein
of such works as may be necessary to make them available for
such purposes and also including such research into problems
of wildlife management as may be necessary to efficient admin-
istration affecting wildlife resources, and such preliminary or
incidental costs and expenses as may be incurred in and about
such projects.

SEc. 3. [16 U.S.C. 669b] (a)(1) An amount equal to all reve-
nues accruing each fiscal year (beginning with the fiscal year 1975)
from any tax imposed on specified articles by sections 4161(b) and
4181 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. 4161(b),
4181) shall, subject to the exemptions in section 4182 of such Code,
be covered into the Federal aid to wildlife restoration fund in the
Treasury (hereinafter referred to as the “fund”) and is authorized
to be appropriated and made available until expended to carry out
the purposes of this Act.3 So much of such appropriation appor-
tioned to any State for any fiscal year as remains unexpended at
the close thereof is authorized to be made available for expenditure

2The reference to “section 304(d)” in paragraph (6) probably should be to “section 4(d)”.
3The Act of September 6, 1950 (Chapter 896; 64 Stat. 595) in title I of chapter VII under
the heading FIisSH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE, provides:

FEDERAL AID IN WILDLIFE RESTORTATION

For carrying out the provisions of the Act of September 2, 1937, as amended (16 U.S.C. 669—
669j), amounts equal to the sums credited during the next preceding fiscal year and each fiscal
year thereafter to the special fund created by said Act.

This chapter may be cited as the “Interior Department Appropriation Act, 1951”.
December 2, 2025 As Amended Through P.L. 119-40, Enacted November 25, 2025
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in that State until the close of the succeeding fiscal year. Any
amount apportioned to any State under the provisions of this Act
which is unexpended or unobligated at the end of the period during
which it is available for expenditure on any project is authorized
to be made available for expenditure by the Secretary of Agri-
culture in carrying out the provisions of the Migratory Bird Con-
servation Act.

(2)4 There is established in the Federal aid to wildlife res-
toration fund a subaccount to be known as the “Wildlife Con-
servation and Restoration Account”. There are authorized to be
appropriated for the purposes of the Wildlife Conservation and
Restoration Account 550,000,000 in fiscal year 2001 for appor-
tionment in accordance with this Act to carry out State wildlife
conservation and restoration programs. Further, interest on
amounts transferred shall be treated in a manner consistent
with 16 U.S.C. 669(b)(1)).5
(b)(1) The Secretary of the Treasury shall invest in interest-

bearing obligations of the United States such portion of the fund
as is not, in his judgment, required for meeting a current year’s
withdrawals. For purposes of such investment, the Secretary of the
Treasury may—

(A) acquire obligations at the issue price and purchase out-
standing obligations at the market price; and

(B) sell obligations held in the fund at the market price.
(2) The interest on obligations held in the fund—

(A) shall be credited to the fund,;

(B) constitute the sums available for allocation by the Sec-
retary under section 8 of the North American Wetlands Con-
servation Act; and

(C) shall become available for apportionment under this
Act at the beginning of fiscal year 2033.

(c)(1) Amounts transferred to the Wildlife Conservation and
Restoration Account shall supplement, but not replace, existing
funds available to the States from the sport fish restoration ac-
count and wildlife restoration account and shall be used for the de-
velopment, revision, and implementation of wildlife conservation
and restoration programs and should be used to address the unmet
needs for a diverse array of wildlife and associated habitats, includ-
ing species that are not hunted or fished, for wildlife conservation,
wildlife conservation education, and wildlife-associated recreation
projects. Such funds may be used for new programs and projects
as well as to enhance existing programs and projects.

(2) Funds may be used by a State or an Indian tribe for the
planning and implementation of its wildlife conservation and res-
toration program and wildlife conservation strategy, as provided in
sections 4(d) and (e) of this Act, including wildlife conservation,
wildlife conservation education, and wildlife-associated recreation
projects. Such funds may be used for new programs and projects
as well as to enhance existing programs and projects.

(8) Priority for funding from the Wildlife Conservation and
Restoration Account shall be for those species with the greatest

4 Margin so in law.
5The reference to 16 U.S.C. 669(b)(1) at the end of paragraph (2) probably should be a ref-
erence to subsection (b)(1). Also, the close parenthesis at the end probably should not appear.
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conservation need as defined by the State wildlife conservation and
restoration program.

(d) Notwithstanding subsections (a) and (b) of this section, with
respect to amounts transferred to the Wildlife Conservation and
Restoration Account, so much of such amounts apportioned to any
State for any fiscal year as remains unexpended at the close there-
of shall remain available for obligation in that State until the close
of the second succeeding fiscal year.

SEC. 4. [16 U.S.C. 669c] ALLOCATION AND APPORTIONMENT OF AVAIL-
ABLE AMOUNTS.

(a) SET-ASIDE FOR EXPENSES FOR ADMINISTRATION OF THE

P1TTMAN-ROBERTSON WILDLIFE RESTORATION ACT.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—

(A) SET-ASIDE.—For fiscal year 2001 and each fiscal
year thereafter, of the revenues (excluding interest accru-
ing under section 3(b)) covered into the fund for the fiscal
year, the Secretary of the Interior may use not more than
the available amount specified in subparagraph (B) for the
fiscal year for expenses for administration incurred in im-
plementation of this Act, in accordance with this sub-
section and section 9.

(B) AVAILABLE AMOUNTS.—The available amount re-
ferred to in subparagraph (A) is—

(1) for the fiscal year that includes November 15,
2021, the product obtained by multiplying—

(I) $12,786,434; and
(IT) the change, relative to the preceding fiscal
year, in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban

Co(rilsumers published by the Department of Labor;

an

(i) for each fiscal year thereafter, the sum ob-
tained by adding—

(I) the available amount specified in this sub-
paragraph for the preceding fiscal year; and
(IT) the product obtained by multiplying—

(aa) the available amount specified in this
subparagraph for the preceding fiscal year;
an

(bb) the change, relative to the preceding
fiscal year, in the Consumer Price Index for
All Urban Consumers published by the De-
partment of Labor.

(2) PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY; APPORTIONMENT OF UNOBLI-

GATED AMOUNTS.—

(A) PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY.—For each fiscal year, the
available amount under paragraph (1) shall remain avail-
able for obligation for use under that paragraph until the
end of the subsequent fiscal year.

(B) APPORTIONMENT OF UNOBLIGATED AMOUNTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days after the
end of a fiscal year, the Secretary of the Interior shall
apportion among the States any of the available
amount under paragraph (1) that remained available
for obligation pursuant to subparagraph (A) during

December 2, 2025 As Amended Through P.L. 119-40, Enacted November 25, 2025
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that fiscal year and remains unobligated at the end of
that fiscal year.

(ii)) REQUIREMENT.—The available amount appor-
tioned under clause (i) shall be apportioned on the
same basis and in the same manner as other amounts
made available under this Act were apportioned
among the States for the fiscal year in which the
amount was originally made available.

(b) APPORTIONMENT TO STATES.—The Secretary of the Interior,
after deducting the available amount under subsection (a), the
amount apportioned under subsection (c), any amount apportioned
under section 8A, and amounts provided as grants under sections
10 and 11, shall apportion the remainder of the revenue in said
fund for each fiscal year among the several States in the following
manner: One-half in the ratio which the area of each State bears
to the total area of all the States, and one-half in the ratio which
the number of paid hunting-license holders of each State in the sec-
ond fiscal year preceding the fiscal year for which such apportion-
ment is made, as certified to said Secretary by the State fish and
game departments, bears to the total number of paid hunting-li-
cense holders of all the States. Such apportionments shall be ad-
justed equitably so that no State shall receive less than one-half of
1 per centum nor more than 5 per centum of the total amount ap-
portioned. The term fiscal year as used in this Act shall be a period
of twelve consecutive months from October 1 through the suc-
ceeding September 30, except that the period for enumeration of
paid hunting-license holders shall be a State’s fiscal or license year.

(c) APPORTIONMENT OF REVENUES FROM PISTOLS, REVOLVERS,
Bows, AND ARROWS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),% of the rev-
enues accruing to the fund under this Act each fiscal year (be-
ginning with the fiscal year 1975) from any tax imposed on pis-
tols, revolvers, bows, and arrows shall be apportioned among
the States in proportion to the ratio that the population of each
State bears to the population of all the States.

(2) ConDITION.—The amount apportioned to each State
under paragraph (1) shall be not greater than 3 percent and
not less than 1 percent of the revenues described in such para-
graph and Guam, the Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Puerto
Rico, and the Northern Mariana Islands shall each be appor-
tioned one-sixth of 1 per centum of such revenues.

(3) POPULATION DETERMINATION.—For the purpose of this
subsection, population shall be determined on the basis of the
latest decennial census for which figures are available, as cer-
tified by the Secretary of Commerce.

(4) USE OF FUNDS.—In addition to other uses authorized
under this Act, amounts apportioned under this subsection
may be used for hunter recruitment and recreational shooter
recruitment.

(d) APPORTIONMENT OF WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND RESTORA-
TION ACCOUNT.—

(1) The Secretary of the Interior shall make the following
apportionment from the Wildlife Conservation and Restoration
Account:

December 2, 2025 As Amended Through P.L. 119-40, Enacted November 25, 2025
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(A) to® the District of Columbia and to the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, each a sum equal to not more than
one-half of 1 percent thereof.

(B) to® Guam, American Samoa, the Virgin Islands,
and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,
each a sum equal to not more than one-fourth of 1 percent
thereof.

(2)(A) The Secretary of the Interior, after making the ap-
portionment under paragraph (1), shall apportion the remain-
ing amount in the Wildlife Conservation and Restoration Ac-
count for each fiscal year among the States in the following
manner:

(i) one-third of which is based on the ratio to which
the land area of such State bears to the total land area of
all such States; and

(i1) two-thirds of which is based on the ratio to which
the population of such State bears to the total population
of all such States.

(B) The amounts apportioned under this paragraph shall
be adjusted equitably so that no such State shall be appor-
tioned a sum which is less than one percent of the amount
available for apportionment under this paragraph for any fiscal
year or more than five percent of such amount.

(3) Of the amounts transferred to the Wildlife Conserva-
tion and Restoration Account, not to exceed 3 percent shall be
available for any Federal expenses incurred in the administra-
tion and execution of programs carried out with such amounts.
(e) WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION PROGRAMS.—

(1) Any State, through its fish and wildlife department,
may apply to the Secretary of the Interior for approval of a
wildlife conservation and restoration program, or for funds
from the Wildlife Conservation and Restoration Account, to de-
velop a program. To apply, a State shall submit a comprehen-
sive plan that includes—

(A) provisions vesting in the fish and wildlife depart-
ment of the State overall responsibility and accountability
for the program,;

(B) provisions for the development and implementa-
tion of—

(i) wildlife conservation projects that expand and
support existing wildlife programs, giving appropriate
consideration to all wildlife;

(i1) wildlife-associated recreation projects; and

(iii) wildlife conservation education projects pursu-
ant to programs under section 8(a); and
(C) provisions to ensure public participation in the de-

velopment, revision, and implementation of projects and

programs required under this paragraph.

(D) WILDLIFE CONSERVATION STRATEGY.—Within five
years of the date of the initial apportionment, develop and
begin implementation of a wildlife conservation strategy

6So in law. Should be “To”.
December 2, 2025 As Amended Through P.L. 119-40, Enacted November 25, 2025



G:\COMP\WILDLIFE\PITTMAN-ROBERTSON WILDLIFE RESTORATION ACT.XML

Sec. 4 PITTMAN-ROBERTSON WILDLIFE RESTORATION ACT 8

based upon the best available and appropriate scientific in-

formation and data that—

(1) uses such information on the distribution and
abundance of species of wildlife, including low popu-
lation and declining species as the State fish and wild-
life department deems appropriate, that are indicative
of the diversity and health of wildlife of the State;

(11) identifies the extent and condition of wildlife
habitats and community types essential to conserva-
tion of species identified under paragraph (1);

(iii) identifies the problems which may adversely
affect the species identified under paragraph (1) or
their habitats, and provides for priority research and
surveys to identify factors which may assist in restora-
tion and more effective conservation of such species
and their habitats;

(iv) determines those actions which should be
taken to conserve the species identified under para-
graph (1) and their habitats and establishes priorities
for implementing such conservation actions;

(v) provides for periodic monitoring of species
identified under paragraph (1) and their habitats and
the effectiveness of the conservation actions deter-
mined under paragraph (4), and for adapting con-
servation actions as appropriate to respond to new in-
formation or changing conditions;

(vi) provides for the review of the State wildlife
conservation strategy and, if appropriate, revision at
intervals of not more than ten years;

(vii) provides for coordination to the extent fea-
sible the State fish and wildlife department, during
the development, implementation, review, and revision
of the wildlife conservation strategy, with Federal,
State, and local agencies and Indian tribes that man-
age significant areas of land or water within the State,
or administer programs that significantly affect the
conservation of species identified under paragraph (1)
or their habitats.

(2) A State shall provide an opportunity for public partici-
pation in the development of the comprehensive plan required
under paragraph (1).

(3) If the Secretary finds that the comprehensive plan sub-
mitted by a State complies with paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall approve the wildlife conservation and restoration pro-
gram of the State and set aside from the apportionment to the
State made pursuant to subsection (d), as redesignated an
amount that shall not exceed 75 percent of the estimated cost
of developing and implementing the program.

(4)(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), after the
Secretary approves a State’s wildlife conservation and restora-
tion program, the Secretary may make payments on a project
that is a segment of the State’s wildlife conservation and res-
toration program as the project progresses. Such payments, in-
cluding previous payments on the project, if any, shall not be

December 2, 2025 As Amended Through P.L. 119-40, Enacted November 25, 2025
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more than the United States pro rata share of such project.

The Secretary, under such regulations as he may prescribe,

may advance funds representing the United States pro rata

share of a project that is a segment of a wildlife conservation
and restoration program, including funds to develop such pro-
gram.

(B) Not more than 10 percent of the amounts apportioned
to each State under this section for a State’s wildlife conserva-
tion and restoration program may be used for wildlife-associ-
ated recreation.

(5) For purposes of this subsection, the term “State” shall
include the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

SEC. 5. [16 U.S.C. 669d] For each fiscal year, the Secretary of
the Interior shall certify, at the time at which a deduction or ap-
portionment is made, to the Secretary of the Treasury and to each
State fish and game department the sum which he has estimated
to be deducted for administering this Act and the Migratory Bird
Conservation Act and the sum which he has apportioned to each
State. Any State desiring to avail itself of the benefits of this Act
shall notify the Secretary of the Interior to this effect within sixty
days after it has received the certification referred to in this sec-
tion. The sum apportioned to any State which fails to notify the
Secretary of the Interior as herein provided is authorized to be
made available for expenditure by the Secretary of the Interior in
carrying out the provisions of the Migratory Bird Conservation Act.

SEC. 6. [16 U.S.C. 669¢l (a) Any State desiring to avail itself
of the benefits of this Act shall, by its State fish and game depart-
ment, submit programs or projects for wildlife restoration in either
of the following two ways:

(1) The State shall prepare and submit to the Secretary of the
Interior a comprehensive fish and wildlife resource management
plan which shall insure the perpetuation of these resources for the
economic, scientific, and recreational enrichment of the people.
Such plan shall be for a period of not less than five years and be
based on projections of desires and needs of the people for a period
of not less than fifteen years. It shall include provisions for updat-
ing at intervals of not more than three years and be provided in
a format as may be required by the Secretary of the Interior. If the
Secretary of the Interior finds that such plans conform to stand-
ards established by him and approves such plans, he may finance
up to 75 per centum of the cost of implementing segments of those
plans meeting the purposes of this Act from funds apportioned
under this Act upon this approval of an annual agreement sub-
mitted to him.7

(2) A State may elect to avail itself of the benefits of this Act
by its State fish and game department submitting to the Secretary
of the Interior full and detailed statements of any wildlife-restora-
tion project proposed for that State. If the Secretary of the Interior
finds that such project meets with the standards set by him and
approves said project, the State fish and game department shall

7Margins of paragraphs (1) and (2) so in law.
December 2, 2025 As Amended Through P.L. 119-40, Enacted November 25, 2025



G:\COMP\WILDLIFE\PITTMAN-ROBERTSON WILDLIFE RESTORATION ACT.XML

Sec. 7 PITTMAN-ROBERTSON WILDLIFE RESTORATION ACT 10

furnish to him such surveys, plans, specifications, and estimates
therefor as he may require. If the Secretary of the Interior ap-
proves the plans, specifications, and estimates for the project, he
shall notify the State fish and game department and immediately
set aside so much of said fund as represents the share of the
United States payable under this Act on account of such project,
which sum so set aside shall not exceed 75 per centum of the total
estimated cost thereof. 7

The Secretary of the Interior shall approve only such com-
prehensive plans or projects as may be substantial in character and
design and the expenditure of funds hereby authorized shall be ap-
plied only to such approved comprehensive wildlife plans or
projects and if otherwise applied they shall be replaced by the
State before it may participate in any further apportionment under
this Act. No payment of any money apportioned under this Act
shall be made on any comprehensive wildlife plan or project until
an agreement to participate therein shall have been submitted to
and approved by the Secretary of the Interior.

(b) If the State elects to avail itself of the benefits of this Act
by preparing a comprehensive fish and wildlife plan under option
(1) of subsection (a) of this section, then the term “project” may be
defined for the purposes of this Act as a wildlife program, all other
definitions notwithstanding.

(c) Administrative costs in the form of overhead or indirect
costs for services provided by State central service activities outside
of the State agency having primary jurisdiction over the wildlife re-
sources of the State which may be charged against programs or
projects supported by the fund established by section 3 of this Act
shall not exceed in any one fiscal year 3 per centum of the annual
apportionment to the State.

SEc. 7. [16 U.S.C. 669f] (a) When the Secretary of the Interior
shall find that any project approved by him has been completed or,
if involving research relating to wildlife, is being conducted, in com-
pliance with said plans and specifications, he shall cause to be paid
to the proper authority of said State the amount set aside for said
project. The Secretary of the Interior may, in his discretion, from
time to time, make payments on said project as the same pro-
gresses; but these payments, including previous payments, if any,
shall not be more than the United States pro rata share of the
project in conformity with said plans and specifications. If a State
has elected to avail itself of the benefits of this Act by preparing
a comprehensive fish and wildlife plan as provided for under option
(1) of subsection (a) of section 6 of this Act, and this plan has been
approved by the Secretary of the Interior, then the Secretary may,
in his discretion, and under such rules and regulations as he may
prescribe, advance funds to the State for financing the United
States pro rata share agreed upon between the State fish and game
department and the Secretary.

(b) Any construction work and labor in each State shall be per-
formed in accordance with its laws and under the direct super-
vision of the State fish and game department, subject to the inspec-
tion and approval of the Secretary of the Interior and in accordance
with rules and regulations made pursuant to this Act. The Sec-
retary of the Interior and the State fish and game department of

December 2, 2025 As Amended Through P.L. 119-40, Enacted November 25, 2025
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each State may jointly determine at what times and in what
amounts payments shall be made under this Act. Such payments
shall be made by the Secretary of the Treasury, on warrants drawn
by the Secretary of the Interior against the said fund to such offi-
cial or officials, or depository, as may be designated by the State
fish and game department and authorized under the laws of the
State to receive public funds of the State.

SeEc. 8. [16 U.S.C. 669g] (a) Maintenance of wildlife-restora-
tion projects established under the provisions of this Act shall be
the duty of the State in accordance with their respective laws. Be-
ginning July 1, 1945, the term “wildlife-restoration project”, as de-
fined in section 2 of this Act, shall include maintenance of com-
pleted projects. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Act,
funds apportioned to a State under this Act may be expended by
the State for management (exclusive of law enforcement) of wildlife
areas and resources. Funds from the Wildlife Conservation and
Restoration Account may be used for a wildlife conservation edu-
cation program, except that no such funds may be used for edu-
cation efforts, projects, or programs that promote or encourage op-
position to the regulated taking of wildlife.

(b) EXPENDITURES FOR MANAGEMENT OF WILDLIFE AREAS AND
RESOURCES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph (2),
each State may use the funds apportioned to it under section
4(c) 8 to pay up to 75 per centum of the costs of a hunter safety
program and the operation and maintenance of public target
ranges.

(2) ExCceEPTION.—Notwithstanding the limitation described
in paragraph (1), a State may pay up to 90 percent of the cost
of acquiring land for, expanding, or constructing a public target
range.

(3) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—The non-Federal share of such
costs may be derived from license fees paid by hunters, but not
from other Federal grant programs.

(4) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall issue not later
than the 120th day after the effective date of this subsection
such regulations as he deems advisable relative to the criteria
for the establishment of hunter safety programs and public tar-
get ranges under this subsection.

SEC. 8A. [16 U.S.C. 669g—11 The Secretary of the Interior is
authorized to cooperate with the Secretary of Agriculture of Puerto
Rico, the Governor of Guam, the Governor of American Samoa, the
Governor of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,
and the Governor of the Virgin Islands, in the conduct of wildlife-
restoration projects, as defined in section 2 of this Act, and hunter
safety programs as provided by section 8(b) of this Act, upon such
terms and conditions as he shall deem fair, just, and equitable, and
is authorized to apportion to Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa,
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and the Vir-
gin Islands, out of the money available for apportionment under
this Act, such sums as he shall determine, not exceeding for Puerto

8Such reference to “section 4(c)” in section 8(b) probably relates to the first subsection (c) in
section 4 of this Act relating to apportionment of certain taxes.
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Rico one-half of 1 per centum, for Guam one-sixth of 1 per centum,
for American Samoa one-sixth of one per centum, and for the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands one-sixth of 1 per cen-
tum, and for the Virgin Islands one-sixth of 1 per centum of the
total amount apportioned, in any one year, but the Secretary shall
in no event require any of said cooperating agencies to pay an
amount which will exceed 25 per centum of the cost of any project.
Any unexpended or unobligated balance of any apportionment
made pursuant to this section shall be available for expenditure in
Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, or the Virgin Islands, as the case may
be, in the succeeding year, on any approved project, and if unex-
pended or unobligated at the end of such year is authorized to be
made available for expenditure by the Secretary of the Interior in
carrying out the provisions of the Migratory Bird Conservation Act.
SEC. 9. [16 U.S.C. 669h] REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS CON-
CERNING USE OF AMOUNTS FOR EXPENSES FOR ADMIN-
ISTRATION.

(a) AUTHORIZED EXPENSES FOR ADMINISTRATION.—Except as
provided in subsection (b), the Secretary of the Interior may use
available amounts under section 4(a)(1) only for expenses for ad-
ministration that directly support the implementation of this Act
that consist of—

(1) personnel costs of employees for the work hours of each
employee spent directly administering this Act, as those hours
are certified by the supervisor of the employee;

(2) support costs directly associated with personnel costs
authorized under paragraph (1), excluding costs associated
with staffing and operation of regional offices of the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service and the Department of the In-
terior other than for the purposes of this Act;

(3) costs of determining under section 6(a) whether State
comprehensive plans and projects are substantial in character
and design;

(4) overhead costs, including the costs of general adminis-
trative services, that are directly attributable to administration
of this Act and are based on—

(A) actual costs, as determined by a direct cost alloca-
tion methodology approved by the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget for use by Federal agencies; and

(B) in the case of costs that are not determinable
under subparagraph (A), an amount per employee author-
ized under paragraph (1) that does not exceed the amount
charged or assessed for costs per full-time equivalent em-
ployee for any other division or program of the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service;

(5) costs incurred in auditing, every 5 years, the wildlife
and sport fish activities of each State fish and game depart-
ment and the use of funds under section 6 by each State fish
and game department;

(6) costs of audits under subsection (d);

(7) costs of necessary training of Federal and State per-
sonnel who administer this Act to improve administration of
this Act;
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(8) costs of travel to States, territories, and Canada by per-
sonnel who—

(A) administer this Act for purposes directly related to
administration of State programs or projects; or

(B) administer grants under section 6, 10, or 11,

(9) costs of travel outside the United States (except travel
to Canada), by personnel who administer this Act, for purposes
that directly relate to administration of this Act and that are
approved directly by the Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wild-
life and Parks;

(10) relocation expenses for personnel who, after reloca-
tion, will administer this Act on a full-time or part-time basis
for at least 1 year, as certified by the Director of the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service at the time at which the relo-
cation expenses are incurred, subject to the condition that the
percentage of the relocation expenses paid with funds made
available pursuant to this Act may not exceed the percentage
of the work hours of the employee that are spent administering
this Act; and

(11) costs to audit, evaluate, approve, disapprove, and ad-
vise concerning grants under sections 6, 10, and 11.

(b) REPORTING OF OTHER USES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), if the Secretary
of the Interior determines that available amounts under sec-
tion 4(a)(1) should be used for an expense for administration
other than an expense for administration described in sub-
section (a), the Secretary—

(A) shall submit to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the Senate and the Committee on Re-
sources of the House of Representatives a report describing
the expense for administration and stating the amount of
the expense; and

(B) may use any such available amounts for the ex-
pense for administration only after the end of the 30-day
period beginning on the date of submission of the report
under subparagraph (A).

(2) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—For any fiscal year, the Secretary
of the Interior may use under paragraph (1) not more than
$25,000.

(c) RESTRICTION ON USE TO SUPPLEMENT GENERAL APPROPRIA-
TIONS.—The Secretary of the Interior shall not use available
amounts under subsection (b) to supplement the funding of any
function for which general appropriations are made for the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service or any other entity of the Depart-
ment of the Interior.

(d) AuDIT REQUIREMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General of the Department
of the Interior shall procure the performance of biennial audits,
in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, of
expenditures and obligations of amounts used by the Secretary
of the Interior for expenses for administration incurred in im-
plementation of this Act.

(2) AUDITOR.—
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(A) IN GENERAL.—AnN audit under this subsection shall
be performed under a contract that is awarded under com-
petitive procedures (as defined in section 4 of the Office of
Federal Procurement Policy Act (41 U.S.C. 403)) by a per-
son or entity that is not associated in any way with the
Department of the Interior (except by way of a contract for
the performance of an audit or other review).

(B) SUPERVISION OF AUDITOR.—The auditor selected
under subparagraph (A) shall report to, and be supervised
by, the Inspector General of the Department of the Inte-
rior, except that the auditor shall submit a copy of the bi-
ennial audit findings to the Secretary of the Interior at the
time at which the findings are submitted to the Inspector
General of the Department of the Interior.

(3) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Inspector General of the
Department of the Interior shall promptly submit to the Com-
mittee on Resources of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate—

(A) a report on the results of each audit under this
subsection; and

(B) a copy of each audit under this subsection.

SEC. 10. [16 U.S.C. 669h-1] FIREARM AND BOW HUNTER EDUCATION
AND SAFETY PROGRAM GRANTS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) GRANTS.—Of the revenues covered into the fund,
$7,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2001 and 2002, and
$8,000,000 for fiscal year 2003 and each fiscal year thereafter,
shall be apportioned among the States in the manner specified
in section 4(c) by the Secretary of the Interior and used to
make grants to the States to be used for—

(A) in the case of a State that has not used all of the
funds apportioned to the State under section 4(c) for the
fiscal year in the manner described in section 8(b)—

(i) the enhancement of hunter education pro-
grams, hunter and sporting firearm safety programs,
and hunter development programs;

(i1)) the enhancement of interstate coordination
and development of hunter education and shooting
range programs;

(iii) the enhancement of bow hunter and archery
education, safety, and development programs;

(iv) the enhancement of construction or develop-
ment of firearm shooting ranges and archery ranges,
and the updating of safety features of firearm shooting
ranges and archery ranges; and

(v) the enhancement of hunter recruitment and
recreational shooter recruitment; and
(B) in the case of a State that has used all of the funds

apportioned to the State under section 4(c) for the fiscal

year in the manner described in section 8(b), any use au-

thorized by this Act (including hunter safety programs and

the construction, operation, and maintenance of public tar-

get ranges).
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(2) LIMITATION ON USE.—Under paragraph (1), a State
shall not be required to use more than the amount described
in section 8(b) for hunter safety programs and the construction,
operation, and maintenance of public target ranges.

(3) ALLOCATION OF ADDITIONAL AMOUNTS.—Of the amount
apportioned to a State for any fiscal year under section 4(b),
the State may elect to allocate not more than 10 percent, to be
combined with the amount apportioned to the State under
paragraph (1) for that fiscal year, for acquiring land for, ex-
panding, or constructing a public target range.

(b) COST SHARING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph (2), the
Federal share of the cost of any activity carried out using a
grant under this section shall not exceed 75 percent of the total
cost of the activity.

(2) PUBLIC TARGET RANGE CONSTRUCTION OR EXPANSION.—
The Federal share of the cost of acquiring land for, expanding,
or constructing a public target range in a State on Federal or
non-Federal land pursuant to this section or section 8(b) shall
not exceed 90 percent of the cost of the activity.

(c) PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY; REAPPORTIONMENT.—

(1) PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subparagraph
(B), amounts made available and apportioned for grants
under this section shall remain available only for the fiscal
year for which the amounts are apportioned.

(B) EXCEPTION.—Amounts provided for acquiring land
for, constructing, or expanding a public target range shall
remain available for expenditure and obligation during the
5-fiscal-year period beginning on October 1 of the first fis-
cal year for which the amounts are made available.

(2) REAPPORTIONMENT.—At the end of the period of avail-
ability under paragraph (1), the Secretary of the Interior shall
apportion amounts made available that have not been used to
make grants under this section among the States described in
subsection (a)(1)(B) for use by those States in accordance with
this Act.

SEC. 11. [16 U.S.C. 669h-2] MULTISTATE CONSERVATION GRANT PRO-
GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—
(1) AMOUNT FOR GRANTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not more than $3,000,000 of the
revenues covered into the fund for a fiscal year shall be
available to the Secretary of the Interior for making
multistate conservation project grants in accordance with
this section.

(B) AVAILABILITY FOR HUNTER AND RECREATIONAL
SHOOTER GRANTS.—Not more than $5,000,000 of the reve-
nues covered into the fund from any tax imposed under
section 4161(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 for
a fiscal year shall be available to the Secretary exclusively
for making hunter recruitment and recreational shooter re-
cruitment grants that promote a national hunting and
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shooting sport recruitment program, including related

communication and outreach activities.

(2) PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY; APPORTIONMENT.—

(A) PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY.—Amounts made avail-
able under paragraph (1) shall remain available for mak-
ing grants only for the first fiscal year for which the
amount is made available and the following fiscal year.

(B) APPORTIONMENT.—At the end of the period of
availability under subparagraph (A), the Secretary of the
Interior shall apportion any amounts that remain avail-
able among the States in the manner specified in section
4(b) for use by the States in the same manner as funds ap-
portioned under section 4(b).

(b) SELECTION OF PROJECTS.—

(1) STATES OR ENTITIES TO BE BENEFITED.—A project shall
not be eligible for a grant under this section unless the project
will benefit—

(A) at least 26 States;

(B) a majority of the States in a region of the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service; or

(C) a regional association of State fish and game de-
partments.

(2) USE OF SUBMITTED PRIORITY LIST OF PROJECTS.—The
Secretary of the Interior may make grants under this section
only for projects identified on a priority list of wildlife restora-
tion projects described in paragraph (3).

(3) PRIORITY LIST OF PROJECTS.—A priority list referred to
in paragraph (2) is a priority list of wildlife restoration projects
that the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies—

(A) prepares through a committee comprised of the
heads of State fish and game departments (or their des-
ignees), in consultation with—

(i) nongovernmental organizations that represent
conservation organizations;

(ii) sportsmen organizations; and

(iii) industries that support or promote hunting,
trapping, recreational shooting, bow hunting, or arch-
ery;

(B) approves by vote of a majority of the heads of
State fish and game departments (or their designees); and

(C) not later than October 1 of each fiscal year, sub-
mits to the Assistant Director for Wildlife and Sport Fish
Restoration Programs.

(4) PUBLICATION.—The Assistant Director for Wildlife and
Sport Fish Restoration Programs shall publish in the Federal
Register each priority list submitted under paragraph (3)(C).
(c) ELIGIBLE GRANTEES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Interior may make
a grant under this section only to—

(A) a State or group of States;

(B) the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, or a
State or group of States, for the purpose of carrying out
the National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-As-
sociated Recreation; and
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(C) subject to paragraph (2), a nongovernmental orga-
nization.

(2) NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Any nongovernmental organization
that applies for a grant under this section shall submit
with the application to the Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies a certification that the organization—

(i) will not use the grant funds to fund, in whole
or in part, any activity of the organization that pro-
motes or encourages opposition to the regulated hunt-
ing or trapping of wildlife or to recreational shooting
activities; and

(i1) will use the grant funds in compliance with
subsection (d).

(B) PENALTIES FOR CERTAIN ACTIVITIES.—Any non-
governmental organization that is found to use grant funds
in violation of subparagraph (A) shall return all funds re-
ceived under this section and be subject to any other appli-
cable penalties under law.

(d) USE OF GRANTS.—A grant under this section shall not be
used, in whole or in part, for an activity, project, or program that
promotes or encourages opposition to the regulated hunting or
trapping of wildlife or to recreational shooting activities.

(e) NONAPPLICABILITY OF CHAPTER 10 OF TiTLE 5, UNITED
STATS CODE.—Chapter 10 of title 5, United States Code, shall not
apply to any activity carried out under this section.

SEC. 12. [16 U.S.C. 669i] The Secretary of Agriculture? is au-
thorized to make rules and regulations for carrying out the provi-
sions of this Act.

SEC. 13. [16 U.S.C. 66911 VALUE OF LAND.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any institution eli-
gible to receive Federal funds under the Agricultural Research, Ex-
tension, and Education Reform Act of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 7601 et seq.)
shall be allowed to use the value of any land owned by the institu-
tion as an in-kind match to satisfy any cost sharing requirement
under this Act.

SEC. 14. [16 U.S.C. 669 note] SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Res-
toration Act”.

9 Reorganization Plan No. II of 1939, transferred functions of the Secretary of Agriculture re-
lating to conservation of wildlife, game, and migratory birds to the Secretary of the Interior.

December 2, 2025 As Amended Through P.L. 119-40, Enacted November 25, 2025



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-12-05T07:10:15-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




